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ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THIS  EDITION. 


In  my  first  edition  of  this  work,  in  5  vols.  8vo.,  1831,  besides  endeavour- 
ing to  elucidate  the  many  obscurities  which  Mr.  Boswell  had  designedly 
left  or  which  the  lapse  of  time  had  created,  I  hazarded  the  experiment  of 
inlaying  upon  the  text  such  passages  from  tlie  other  biographers  of 
Johnson  as  seemed  necessary  to  fill  up  the  long  and  frequent  chasms 
which  exist  in  Boswell's  narrative.  This  plan  afibrded  a  more  com- 
plete view  of  Johnsoji's  life,  though  it  gave,  I  must  own,  a  less  perfect 
one  of  Boswelts  work.  It  had,  also,  as  I  originally  feared,  *'a  con- 
fused and  heterogeneous  appearance  *'  —  with  the  further  disadvantage 
of  not  completely  fulfilling  its  object,  —  for  the  materials  turned 
out  to  be  too  copious  to  admit  of  a  thorough  incorporation.  On  the  whole, 
then,  the  publisher  thought  it  better  in  a  second  edition,  8  vols.  12mo., 
1833,  to  omit  from  the  text  all  extracts  from  other  works  ;  which  were 
either  distributed  into  the  notes,  or  collected  into  two  supplemental 
volumes  (the  9th  and  10th)  under  the  title  of  Johnsoniana  —  Boswell's 
Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  Johnson's  own  Letters,  his  Notes  of  a  Tour  in 
"Wales,  and  extracts  from  his  correspondence  with  Mrs.  Thrale,  being  only 
excepted.  That  edition  included  some  corrections  and  many  additions  of 
my  own  ;  but  it  was  carried  through  the  press  by  the  late  Mr.  Wright, 
(editor  of  the  Parliaraentary  History,  the  Cavendish  Debates,  &c.)  who 
selected  the  Johnsoniana,  broke  the  narrative  into  chapters,  and  added 
some  notes,  which  I  have  now  marked  with  liis  name. 

The  present  edition  is  formed  on  the  same  principle,  for,  in  addition 
to  every  other  motive,  its  shape  and  size  required  as  much  compression 
ai»  pi>^>ible,  Boswell's  text  is,  therefore,  uninterrupted ;  but  I  have  re- 
tained the  most  important  biographical  extracts  from  the  Thrale  cor- 
respondence, and  have  even  found  room  for  a  few  more  original  letters. 
I  have  also  added  several  new  notes,  and  have  abridged,  altered,  and 
I  hope  improved,  many  of  the  old  ones.  1  do  not  flatter  myself  that 
I  have  corrected  all  former  errors,  but  I  have  at  least  diligently  endea- 
voured to  do  so.  As  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that  my  original 
edition  revived,  and  in  some  respects  extended,  the  public  interest  in 
Boswell's  delightful  work,  I  can  desire  no  more  than  that  my  present 
revision  may  tend  to  maintain  it. 

J.  W.  CUOKKIL 
S*-ptcinbcr,  18-17. 
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PREFACE  TO  MR.  CROKER'S  EDITION.' 


r  were  superfluous  to  expatiate  on  the  merits, 
t  Iea>t  as  a  source  of  amusement,  of  Boswell's 
tiwT,  OF  JouNSOK.  Whatever  doubts  may 
ave  existed  as  to  the  prudence  or  the  pro- 
rlety  of  the  original  publication — however 
latumllj  private  confidence  was  alarmed,  or 
ndividual  vanity  oflfcnded,  the  voices  of  criti- 
ina  and  complaint  were  soon  drowned  in  the 
neneral  applause.  And  no  wonder — the  work 
xmbincs  within  it<«elf  the  four  most  entertain- 
ng  classes  of  writing  —  biography,  memoirs, 
kmiliar  letters,  and  tnat  assemblage  of  literary 
uiccdotes  which  the  French  have  taught  us  to 
iijtinguish  by  the  termination  Ana. 

It  was  originally  received  with  an  eagerness 
and  relished  with  a  zest  which  undoubtedly 
were  sharpened  by  the  curiosity  which  the  un- 
expected jiublication  of  the  words  and  deeds 
n{  so  many  persons  still  living  could  not  but 
excite.  Jlut  this  motive  has  ^adually  become 
weaker,  an<l  may  now  be  said  to  be  extinct ; 
vet  we  do  not  find  that  the  popularity  of  the 
work,  though  somewhat  changed  in  quality,  is 
really  diminished ;  and  as  the  interval  which 
separates  us  from  the  actual  time  and  scene 
ir.cnj.ises  so  appear  to  increase  the  interest 
and  deli^'ht  which  we  feci  at  being  introduced, 
as  it  were,  into  that  distingui.shed  society  of 
whi.  h  Dr.  Johnson  formed  the  centre,  and  of 
wbii.'h  hi."*  biop-apher  is  the  historian. 

But  though  every  year  thus  adds  to  the  in- 
icTf^st  .niid  instruction  which  this  work  affords, 
tf>ax'jth\u'^  is,  on  the  other  hand,  deducted 
frr»rn  the  amusement  which  it  gives,  by  the 
gr2'!u:il  obscurity  that  time  throws  over  the 
p^^^>ii>  and  incidents  of  private  life :  many 
riprumstauoes  known  to  all  the  world  when 
Mr.  li^r-wcll  wrote  are  already  obscure  to  the 
heft  inJ«'nue<l,  and  wholly  forgotten  by  the  rest 
rfmoiikind.- 

For  instance,  when  he  relates  (p.  69.) 
ikat  a  "^  gi-oat  ])er5ona;;e  "  called  the  English 
Divine**  ol"  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  cen- 


turies "  Giants^"*  we  conclude  that  George  IIT. 
was  the  great  personage  ;  but  all  my  in- 
quiries (and  some  of  His  Majesty's  illustrious 
i'amily  have  condescended  to  permit  these  in- 
quiries to  extend  even  to  them)  have  failed  to 
ascertain  to  what  person  or  on  what  occasion 
that  happy  expression  was  used. 

Again  :  When  Mr.  Boswell's  capricious  deli- 
cacy induced  him  to  suppress  names  and  to 
substitute  such  descriptions  as  "an  eminent 
friend,"  "  a  young  gentleman,"  "  a  distinguished 
orator,"  these  were  well  understood  by  the 
society  of  the  day ;  but  it  is  become  necessary 
to  apprise  the  reader  of  our  times,  that  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr.  Fox  were  re- 
spectively meant.  Nor  is  it  always  easy  to 
appro|jriate  Mr.  Boswell's  circumlocutory  de- 
signations. It  will  be  seen  in  the  course  of 
this  work,  that  several  of  them  have  become 
so  obscure  that  even  the  surviving  members  of 
the  Johnsonian  Society  were  unable  to  recollect 
who  were  meant,  and  it  was  on  one  of  these 
occasions  that  Sir  James  Mackintosh  told 
me  that  "  my  work  had^  at  leasts  not  come  too 
soon" 

Mr.  Boswell's  delicacy  is  termed  capricious^ 
because  he  is  on  some  occasions  candid  even  to 
indiscretion,  and  on  others  unaccountably 
mysterious.  In  the  report  of  a  conversation 
he  will  clearly  designate  half  the  interlocutors, 
while  the  other  half,  without  any  apparent  rea- 
son, he  casts  into  studied  obscurity. 

Considering  himself  to  be  (as  he  certainly 
has  been  to  a  greater  degree  than  he  could 
have  contemplated^  one  ot  the  distributors  of 
fame,  he  has  sometimes  indulged  his  partialities 
or  prejudices^  by  throwing  more  or  less  light, 
and  lights  more  or  less  favourable,  on  the  dif- 
ferent persons  of  his  scene ;  some  of  whom  he 
obtrudes  into  broad  day,  while  others  he  only 
''^ adumbrates  ^  by  imperfect  allusions.  But 
many,  even  of  those  the  most  clearly  desig- 
nated and  spoken  of  as  familiar  to  every  eye 


*  A  (r«    flight  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  original 
IMtfwr.  t->  fruit  It  to  the  present  edition.  —  1H17. 

•"l>r.  Ji'hriv>n  talked  with  approbation  of  an  Intended 
^Kkm  of  thy  Spectator,  with  notes.  Ho  observed  tliat  all 
wafes  Th>rQ  <i»-»crib(*  manneri  require  notes  in  sixty  or 
■■■tf  \^M*  t,T  li'k<,  "  posty  p.  219.  And  Dean  Swia  wrote 
fcNpy'  '  n  tiif  Hiihject  of  the  Dunriad.  •*  1  could  wiih  the 
•■■  x»  r«ierjlar|ie  in  what  relates  to  the  persons  i*on- 
fWBii  ;  (ir  1  h.vtr  ion^  observed,  that  twenty  miles  from 
HUAm  iw-t>'t(lj  UTtdrrftandt  hints,  initial  letters,  or  town 
"^icr  nsj^u^s.  and  m  a  few  years  not  even  those  who  live 
LIB.    —  Lett.  !♦;.  Juip,  \TIA. 

BovvHI  runff'tses  that  he  has  sometimes  been  in- 
br  ibe  fubsequeot  conduct  of  persons  in  exhibiting 
cm:u^  I>r.  Johnson's  utifaTourable  opinion  of  them, 
ha  caiM>*  of  Lord  Monboddo,  p.  200.,  and  of  Mr. 
I,  p.  20(.  ;   and  it  is  to  be  feared    he   has  some- 


times done  so  without  confessing,  periinps  without  being 
cousclous,  of  the  prejudice.  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  s«»nie- 
times  mure  amiably  guilty  of  extenuation,  as  in  the  instances 
of  Doctors  Robertson  and  Beattie,  np.  182.  IIU.  1A\.  and  25H. 

It  is  not  ea*y  to  explain  why  Mr.  Bosweil  was  unfavourably 
disposed  towards  old  Sheridan  and  (?uUismiih,  though  the 
bias  is  obvious  ;  but  wholly  unaccountable  are  the  fr«.-qu<'nt 
ridicule  and  censure  which  he  delighted  to  provoke  and  to 
rr'cord  against  the  amiable  Bennrt  Langtoti.  I'liis  is,  I 
think,  more  apparent  latterly  :  though  he  still  generally  de- 
signates him  by  some  kindly  epithet. 

Those  who  knew  Mr.  lioswell  intimately  have  informed  me 
(as  indeed  he  htmKcll  involuntarily  does)  that  his  vanity  was 
very  sensitive,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  personal  piqMe 
tinged  many  passages  of  his  lKX>k,  which,  whenever  I  could 
trace  it,  1  have  not  failed  to  notice. 


Xll 


PREFACE  TO 


and  ear,  have  already  lived  their  day,  and  are 
hardly  to  be  heard  of  except  in  this  work. 
Yet  this  work  must  be  read  with  imper- 
fect pleasure,  without  some  knowledge  of  the 
history  of  those  more  than  half-forgotten  per- 
sons. 

Facts,  too,  fade  from  memory  as  well  as 
names ;  and  fashions  and  follies  are  still  more 
transient.  But,  in  a  book  mainly  composed  of 
familiar  conversation,  how  large  a  portion  must 
bear  on  the  facts,  the  follies,  and  the  fashions 
of  the  time ! 

To  clear  up  these  obscurities  —  to  supply 
these  deficiencies  —  to  retrieve  obsolete  and  to 
collect  scattered  circumstances  —  and  so  to 
restore  to  the  work  as  much  as  possible  of  its 
original  clearness  and  freshness,  were  the  main 
objects  of  the  present  Editor.  I  am  but  too 
well  aware  how  unequal  I  am  to  the  task,  and 
how  imperfectly  I  have  accomplished  it.  But 
as  the  time  was  rapidly  passing  away  in  which 
any  aid  could  be  expected  from  the  contempo- 
raries of  Johnson,  or  even  of  Boswell,  I  deter- 
mined to  undertake  the  work — believing  that, 
however  ill  I  might  perform  it,  I  should  still 
do  it  better  than,  twenty  years  later,  it  could 
be  done  by  any  diligence  of  research  or  any 
felicity  of  conjecture. 

But  there  were  also  deficiencies  to  be  sup- 
plied. Notwithstanding  the  diligence  and 
minuteness  with  which  Mr.  Boswdil  detailed 
what  he  saw  of  Dr.  Johnson's  life,  his  book  left 
large  chasms.  It  must  be  recollected  that  they 
never  resided  in  the  same  neiu:hbourhood,  and 
that  the  detailed  account  of  Johnson's  domestic 
life  and  conversation  is  limited  to  the  oppor- 
tunities afforded  by  Mr.  Boswell's  occasional 
visits  to  London — by  the  Scottish  Tour — and 
by  one  meeting  at  Dr.  Taylor's  in  Derbyshire. 
Of  above  twenty  years^  therefore,  that  their  ac- 
quaintance lasted,  periods  equivalent  in  the 
whole  to  about  three-quarters  of  a  year  only ' 
fell  under  the  personid  notice  of  Boswell  — 
and  thus  has  been  left  many  a  long  hiatiis  — 
valde  deflenduSf  and  now,  alas,  quite  irrepa- 
rable I 

Mr.  Boswell  endeavoured,  indeed,  to  fill  up 
these  chasms  as  well  as  he  could  with  letters, 
memoranda  ^  notes,  and  anecdotes  collected 
from  every  quarter;  but  the  appearance  of 
his  work  was  so  long  delayed,  that  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  Mrs.  Piozzi,  Dr.  Strahan,  Mr.  Tyers, 
Mr.  Nichols,  and  many  others,  had  anticipated 


>  It  appears  Trom  the  Lifb,  that  Mr.  Boswrll  vitltod  Eng- 
land  a  dozen  timfisdiiririKhU  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Jolinton, 
and  that  the  number  of  daj-t  on  which  thev  met  were  about 
180,  to  which  it  to  l>e  added  the  time  of  the  Toia,  when 
they  were  together  from  the  I8tb  August  to  tiie  'i2d  Nu- 
rember,  1773 ;  in  the  whole  about  276  days.  The  number 
of  pages  in  the  separate  editions  of  the  two  works  is  'Ih'lA,  of 
which,  1320  are  occupied  by  the  history  of  these  27ti  days :  so 
lliat  a  Utlit  leu  than  an  hundredth  part  of  Dr.  Johnson's  life 
occupies  tibove  one  ha{f  of  Mr.  Boswell's  worlts.  Every  one 
must  regret  that  his  personal  intercourse  with  his  great 
friend  was  not  more  frequent  or  more  continued :  hut  I 
could  do  but  little  towards  rectifying  this  di»proportion, 
except  by  the  Insertion  of  the  corre»pondence  with  Mrs. 
ThnUe. 

2  On   the   use  of  this   Latinism,   I   venture  to   repeat 


much  of  what  he  would  have  been  gla 
Some  squabbles  about  copyright  had 
him  that  he  must  not  avad  himself 
publications  ^ ;  and  he  was  on  such  bf 
with  his  rival  biographers  that  he  c* 
expect  any  assistance  or  countenan 
them.  He  nevertheless  went  as  fa 
thought  the  law  would  allow  in  mail 
quent  quotations  from  the  preceding 
tions ;  but  as  to  all  the  rest,  which  he 
venture  to  appropriate  to  his  own  u 
grapes  were  sour  —  and  he  took  ever 
tunity  of  representing  the  anecdote 
rivals  as  extremely  inaccurate  and  { 
undeserving  of  credit. 

It  is  certain  that  none  of  them 
tained  —  indeed  they  do  not  prete 
that  extreme  verbal  accuracy  with  w 
Boswell  had,  by  great  zeal  and  ( 
learned  to  record  conversations ;  nc 
details  of  facts  are  they  so  precise  as 
well,  with  good  reason,  claims  to  be 
all,  however,  Mr.  Boswell  himself  is 
empt  from  those  errors  — 

■         quas  aut  incuria  fudit, 
Aut  humana  parum  cavit  natura 

and  an  attentive  examination  and  c< 
the  authorities  (and  particularly  of 
well's  own)  produced  the  final  convi 
the  minor  biographers  are  entitled  n 
to  more  credit  than  Mr.  Boswell  all 
but  to  as  much  as  any  person  wrii 
recollection,  and  not  from  notes  nu 
moment,  can  be. 

But  much  the  lar^t,  and,  for  th 
of  filling  up  the  intervals  of  hi 
history,  the  most  valuable  part  of 
son's  correspondence  was  out  of 
reach,  namely,  that  which  he  for  tw 
maintained  with  Mrs.  Thralc,  and 
published  in  1788,  in  two  volumes  o< 
the  copyright  of  these,  Mr.  Boswel 
tone  of  oSmiring  envy,  "she  rec 
hundred  pounds."  The  publicatior 
was  not  very  successful  —  it  never 
second  edition,  and  is  now  almost 
But  through  these  letters  arc  scattc 
the  only  information  we  have  rclatii 
son  during  the  long  intervals  be 
Boswell's  visits ;  and  from  them  h< 
sionally  but  cautiously  (having  the 


a  pleasant  anecdote  told  hv  Bishop  EIringf 
Lord  Avonroore,  giving  evidence  relative  to 
ficates  of  degrees  in  the  University  of  Dubl 
(as  they  are  commonly  called;  *^  Testintoni 
cl'Tk  was  writing  down  the  word,  one  of  th* 
"Should  It  not  be  rather  U$timoniar"  " 
I<ord  Avonmore,  "  If  you  think  it  better  Et 
pleasantry  contains  a  just  grammatical  critids 
randa  has  of  late  been  so  generally  used  as  an 
that  I  have  ventured  to  retain  it. 

3  It  is  a  curious  proof  of  these  Jealousies,  tb 
entered  at  Stationers'  Hall  as  distinct  pill 
Johntim'M  tetter  to  J^rd  Chesterfield,  and  the 
ConverMttlion  with  George  111.^  which  occupy 
the  Lir£. 
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coprrinrht  law  before  his  eyes)  made  interesting 
extracts. 

Hivflc  letters  being  now  public  property, 
I  have  been  at  liberty  to  follow  up  Mr. 
Bo*well*s  imperfect  example,  and  have  there- 
fore made  numerous  and  copious  selections 
from  them,  less  as  specimens  of  Johnson's 
talents  for  letter-writing,  than  as  notices  of  his 
domestic  and  social  life  during  the  interrals  of 
Hr.  Bo8well*s  narratiTe.  Indeed,  as  letters, 
ftw  of  Johnson's  can  have  any  great  charm  for 
the  common  reader ;  they  are  fml  of  good  sense 
and  good-natuTO,  but  m  forms  too  didactic 
and  ponderous  to  be  very  amusing.  In  the 
extracts  which  I  haye  made  from  Mrs.  Thrale's 
correspondence,  I  have  been  guided  entirely  by 
the  olnect  of  completing  the  history  of  John- 
son's life.^ 

The  most  important  addition,  however,  which 
I  have  made  is  one  that  needs  no  apology  — 
the  incorporation  with  the  *  Life*  of  the  whole 
of  the  '  TocK  TO  THB  UsBBinEs,*  which  Bos- 
well  published  in  one  volume  in  1785,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  if  he  could  legally  have  done 
Ki,  he  would  himself  have  incorporated  in  the 
Lite  —  of  which  indeed  he  expressly  tells  us, 
be  looks  on  the  Touk  but  as  a  portion.  It  is 
only  wonderful,  that  since  the  copyright  has 
expired,  any  edition  of  his  Life  of  Johnson 
«hould  have  been  published  without  the  addi- 
tii^m  of  this,  the  most  original,  curious,  and 
amusin^poi^on  of  the  whole  biography. 

Tbe/V«yer«  and MedUaHoM^  published  by 
Dr.  Strahan  too  hastily  after  Johnson's  death, 
and  I  think  in  other  respects  also,  indiscreetly*, 
have  likewise  been  made  use  of  to  an  extent 
which  was  forbidden  to  ALr.  Boswell.  What 
Y)r.  Strahan  calls  meditations  arc,  in  fact, 
nothin;r  but  diaries  of  the  author's  moral 
ami  religious  state  of  mind,  intermixed  with 
K4ne  notices  of  his  bodily  health  and  of  the 
interior  circumstances  of  his  domestic  life. 
Mr.  Boswell  had  ventured  to  quote  some  of 
these :    the  present  e<lition  contains  all  that 

Tar  to  offer  any  thing  of  interest. 
have  also  incorporated  a  diary  which 
Johnjion  had  kept  during  a  Tour  through 
Forth  Wales,  made,  in  1775,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Thrale  and  his  family.  Mr.  Bos- 
well had,  it  appears,  inquired  in  vain  for 
thb  diary:  if  he  could  have  obtained  it,  he 
woolfL  no  doubt,  have  inserted  it,  as  he  did 
the  finiilar  notes  of  the  Tour  in  France  in  the 
tTKx«edlng  year.  By  the  liberality  of  Mr. 
Ihippa.  who  published  it  in  1806,  with 
fupious  explanatory  notes,  I  was  enabled  to 
add  it  to  my  edition.  I  have  likewise  given  in 
the  Appendix  an  Account  of  Dr.  Johnsons  early 


>  T^  movbrr  or  orMMf  letter*  In  my  edition  of  1831  was 
Ami  I«A  — to  which  IbaTe  now  added  about  20 ;  and  there 
m  ab*tr  90  eatracu  fhm  the  Thrale  Correspondence. 

I  5«^  tSw  renarlu  on  this  tuUect,  pp.  192.  ROO. 

*  *r  Welter  Scott  and  Sir  James  Boswell,  to  whom,  as 
^  craadiaa  of  Mr.  Boswell.  the  Inquiries  were  addressed, 
^JiiiiiKilj  missed  ooe  aaolher  In  mutual  calls;  hut 
1  tare    hMd    from   another  quarter  that  the   original 


life,  written  by  himself  published  in  1802,  but 
now  become  scarce ;  and  I  have  thrown  into 
the  notes  or  the  Appendix  a  few  extracts  from 
other  published  lives  and  anecdotes  of  Dr. 
Johnson  which  seemed  necessaiy  to  complete 
Boswell's  picture. 

But  besides  these  printed  materials,  I  have 
been  favoured  with  many  papers  connected 
with  Dr.  Johnson,  his  life,  and  society,  hitherto 
unpublished.  Of  course,  my  first  inquiries  were 
directed  towards  the  original  manuscript  of 
Mr.  Boswell's  Journal,  which  would  no  doubt 
have  enabled  me  to  fill  up  all  the  blanks  and 
clear  away  much  of  the  obscurity  that  exist 
in  the  printed  Life.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that 
the  *  archives  of  Auchinleck^  which  Mr.  Boswell 
frequently  and  pompouslj^  mentions,  would 
contain  the  original  materials  of  these  works, 
which  he  himself,  as  well  as  the  world  at  large, 
considered  as  his  best  claims  to  distinction. 
And  I  thought  that  I  was  only  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  courtesy  in  requesting  from  Mr. 
Boswell's  representative  any  mformation  which 
he  might  be  disposed  to  anord  on  the  subject. 
To  that  request  I  never  received  any  answer  : 
though  the  same  inquiry  was  afterwords,  on 
my  behalf,  repeated  by  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
whose  influence  might  have  been  expected  to 
have  produced  a  more  satisfactory  result.'  But 
was  more  fortunate  in  other  quarters. 

The  Reverend  Doctor  Hall,  Master  of  Pem- 
broke College,  was  so  good  as  to  collate 
the  printed  copy  of  the  Prayers  and  Medita- 
tions with  the  original  papers,  now  (most  ap- 
propriately) deposited  m  the  library  of  that 
college,  and  some,  not  unimportant,  light  has 
been  thrown  on  that  publication  by  the  personal 
inspection  of  the  papers  which  he  permitted  me 
to  make.  Doctor  Hall  has  also  elucidated  some 
facts  and  corrected  some  misstatements  in  Mr. 
Boswell's  account  of  Johnson's  earlier  life,  by 
an  examination  of  the  college  records  ;  and  he 
has  found  some  of  Johnson's  Oxford  exercises, 
one  or  two  specimens  of  which  have  been 
selected  as  likely  to  interest  the  classical  reader. 
He  has  further  been  so  obligin*;  as  to  select  and 
copy  several  letters  written  by  Dr.  Johnson 
to  his  early  and  constant  friends,  the  daugh- 
ters of  Sir  Thomas  Aston,  which,  having  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Parker,  were  by  her 
son,  the  Reverend  S.  11.  Parker,  presented  to 
Pembroke  College.  The  papers  derived  from 
this  source  are  marked  Pemh.  MSS.  Dr. 
Hall,  feeling  a  fraternal  interest  in  the  most 
illustrious  of  the  sons  of  Pembroke,  continual, 
as  will  api)ear  in  the  course  of  the  work,  to 
favour  me  with  his  valuable  assistance. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Harwood,  the  historian 


journals  do  not  exist  at  Aucliinlock :  perhaps  to  this  fact  the 
silence  of  Sir  James  Boswell  may  be  attributed.  The  manu- 
script or  thi'  Toi.'R  wan,  it  ii  known,  fairly  transcritM>d.  and 
so,  probably,  wrre  por/ionx  of  the  Lifb;  but  it  appears  from 
a  memorandum  b<M)k  and  other  papers  in  Mr.  Auderdon's 
possession,  that  Boswell's  materUls  were  in  a  variety  of 
iorms  ;  and  it  is  (eared  that  they  have  been  irretrievably  dis- 
persed. 
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of  Lichfield,  procured  for  mc,  through  the 
favour  of  Mrs.  Pearson,  the  widow  of  the 
legatee  of  Miss  Lucy  Porter,  many  letters 
addressed  to  this  lady  by  Johnson ;  for  which, 
it  seems,  Mr.  Boswell  had  inquired  in  vain. 
These  papers  are  marked  Pearson  MSS.  Dr. 
Harwood  supplied  also  some  other  papers,  and 
much  information  collected  by  himself.' 

Lord  Rokeby,  the  nephew  and  heir  of  Mrs. 
Montague,  was  so  kind  as  to  communicate 
Dr.  Johnson^s  letters  to  that  lady. 

Mr.  Langton,  the  grandson  of  Mr.  Bcnnet 
Langton,  has  furnished  some  of  his  grand- 
father's papers,  and  several  original  MSS. 
of  Dr.  Johnson's  Latin  poetry,  which  have 
enabled  me  to  explain  some  errors  and  obscu- 
rities in  the  published  copies  of  those  com- 
positions. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Palmer,  the  grand-nephew  of 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  and  of  Miss  Reynolds, 
most  liberally  communicated  all  the  papers  of 
that  lady,  containing  a  number  of  letters  or 
rather  notes  of  Dr.  Johnson  to  her,  which, 
however  trivial  in  themselves,  tend  to  corrobo- 
rate all  that  the  biographers  have  stated  of 
the  charity  and  kindness  of  his  private  life. 
Mr.  Palmer  also  contributed  a  paper  of 
more  inifx)rtance — a  MS.  of  about  seventy 
pages,  written  by  Miss  Reynolds,  and  entitled 
BecoUections  of  Dr.  Johtison.^  The  authen- 
ticity and  general  accuracy  of  these  Becol' 
lections  cannot  be  doubted,  and  1  had  there- 
fore admitted  extracts  from  them  into  tlie  text 
of  my  first  edition ;  I  have  now  given  the 
whole  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  Markland  has,  as  the  reader  will  sec  by 
the  notes  to  which  his  name  is  affixed,  favoured 
me  with  a  great  deal  of  zealous  assistance  and 
valuable  information. 

He  also  communicated  a  copy  of  Mrs.  Piozzi's 
anecdotes,  copiously  annotated,  propria  manUj 
by  Mr.  Malone.  These  notes  have  been  of 
use  in  explaining  some  obscurities ;  they  guide 
us  also  to  the  source  of  many  of  Mr.  Boswell's 
charges  against  Mrs  Piozzi ;  and  have  had  an 
effect  that  Mr.  Alalone  could  neither  have  ex- 
pected or  wished — that  of  tending  rather  to 
confirm  than  to  impeach  that  lady's  veracity. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Anderdon  favoured  me  with  the 
inspection  of  a  portfolio  bought  at  the  sale 
of  the  library  of  Boswell's  second  son  James, 
which  contained  some  of  the  original  letters, 
memoranda,  and  note  books,  which  had  been 
used  as  materials  for  the  Life.  Their  chief 
value,  now,  is  to  show  that  as  far  as  we  may 
judge  from  this  specimen,  the  printed  book  is 


•  Dr.  Ilnrwood  likrwUe  faToiired  m-  with  pormission  to 
engrHve  for  the  edition  of  1H31,  the  earliest  known  portrait 
of  Dr.  Johnson— a  miniature  worn  in  a  bracelet  by  hit 
wifp.  which  Dr.  Harwood  uurrilas«^d  from  Franci*  Barber, 
Dr.  Johnson's  cerrant  and  legatee.  Tlic  engraving  in  the 
ori|{in.il  was  bv  miitake  stated  to  Im»  "  in  the  possession  of 
Mrs  Pearson."     U  b<>lon{p?d  to  Dr.  Harwood. 

»  A  less  perfect  copy  of  these  Hecollectioru  was  also  com- 
municated by  Mr.  Gaatkhi,  who  married  one  of  Sir  Joshua's 
nieces. 

'  This  attention  on  tlie  part  of  Lord  Chcstcrflold  renders 
stiil  more  puziling  Johiuun's  conduct  towards  his  Icrdsbl] . 
Sec  pp.  M.  84.  ct  trq. 


a  faithful  transcript  from  the  origin 
except  only  as  to  the  suppression  oi 
Mr.  Anderdon's  fjortfolio  also  contai 
son's  original  draft  of  the  Prospech 
Dictionary,  and  a  fair  copy  of  it  (wi 
an  amanuensis,  but  signed,  in  fonn^  \ 
son),  addressed  to  Lord  Chesterfield,  ( 
his  lordship  appears  to  have  made  a  f 
cal  notes.  ^ 

Through  the  obliging  interpositior 
Appleyard,  private  secretary  of  the  sec 
Spencer,  Mrs.  Rose,  the  daughter  of  ] 
han,  favoured  me  with  copies  of  sever 
of  Dr.  Johnson  to  her  father,  one  or 
of  which  Mr.  Boswell  had  been  able  t« 

In  addition  to  these  contributions  < 
script  materials,  1  have  to  acknowled 
and  valuable  assistance  from  numerou 
and  distinguished  friends. 

The  venerable  Lord  Stowell,  the  ft 
executor  of  Dr.  Johnson,  was  one  of 

Eersons  who  suggested  this  work 
e  was  pleased  to  take  a  great  inter 
and  kindly  endeavoured  to  explain  t 
rities  which  were  stated  to  him  ;  bul 
fessed,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  a 
had  in  some  instances  come  rather  Uh 
regretted  that  an  edition  on  this  prir 
not  been  undertaken  when  full  X\\ 
have  been  obtained.  His  lordship  >» 
kind  as  to  dictate,  in  his  own  happy 
liar  style,  some  notes  of  his  recollecti 
Johnson.  These,  by  a  very  unusual 
were  lost,  and  his  lordship  s  great  a( 
creasing  infirmity  deterred  me  fi 
troubling  him  on  the  subject.  A  \ 
however,  in  which  I  could  trust  t« 
recollection,  will  be  foun<l  in  the  not 

To  my  revered  friend.  Dr.  Thomas 
Lord  Bishop  of  Ferns,  1  had  to  offer 
for  much  valuable  advice  and  assif 
for  a  continuance  of  that  friendly  in 
which  his  lordship  for  many  years,  a 
important  concerns,  honoured  me. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  whose  perse 
ness  to  me  and  indefatigable  good 
every  body  were  surpassed  only  by 
found  time  from  his  higher  occu 
annotate  a  considerable  portion  o' 
—  the  Tour  to  the  Hebrides  —  an< 
his  aid  to  the  very  conclusion  of  ni} 

'J'he  Right  Honourable  Sir  Jam 
tosh,  whose  acquaintance  with  lit 
and  literary  history  was  so  extensiv 
although  not  of  the  Johnsonian  cir 
early  in  life  accpiainted  with  most 


*  They  were  transmitted  by  post,  addressed 
Scott  in  Kdniburgh  for  hit  perusal ;  after 
lapse  of  time,  .^ir  Walter  was  written  to  to  ret 
had  never  had  them.  It  tlien  appeared  that 
bag  which  contahied  ttiis  packet  and  xever 
been  lo»t,  and  it  has  itever  been  heard  of 
friends  reproached  me  with  want  of  due  c 
ing  trusted  this  packet  to  the  \w%t,  but  I 
There  is.  perhaps,  no  Individual  now  i 
despatched  and  rei-eired  a  greater  number  o 
have  dune,  and  I  can  scarcely  recollect  au  insi 
Ur  loss. 
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rors  of  that  society,  not  only  approved  and 
loouraged  my  design,  but  was,  as  the  reader 
ill  see,  good  enough  to  contribute  to  its  execu- 
>n.  It  were  to  be  wished,  that  he  himself 
mid  have  been  induced  to  undertake  the 
vk  —  too  humble  indeed  fur  his  powers,  but 
hjch  he  was,  of  all  men  then  living,  perhapo, 
te  fittest  to  execute. 

Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers,  the  ingenious  and 
amed  editor  of  the  last  London  edition, 
ive  me,  with  ^reat  candour  and  liberality,  all 
le  assistance  m  his  power — rcgrettin<'  and 
un«lering,  like  Lord  Stowell  and  Sir  James 
bckintoeh,  that  so  much  should  be  forgot- 
m  of  what  at  no  remote  period  every  body 
lUst  have  known. 

To  Mr.  D'Israeli's  love  and  knowledge  of 
terary  history,  and  to  his  friendly  assistance, 
waa  very  much  indebted ;  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
M>w  Sir  Henry)  Ellis  of  the  British  Museum, 
ir  his  readiness  on  this  and  other  occasions  to 
Sard  me  every  information  in  his  power. 

The  Marquis  Welleslcy  took  an  encourag- 
ig  interest  in  the  work,  and  improved  it  by 
ome  valuable  observations;  and  the  Mar- 
(uis  of  Lamtdowne,  Earl  Spencer,  Lord  Bex  ley, 
nd  Lord  St.  Helens,  the  son  of  Dr.  John- 
rKi*8  early  friend  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  were  so 
lUiging  as  to  answer  some  inquiries  with  which 
'.  f*mna  it  necessary  to  trouble  them.  * 

In  the  present  edition  I  have  had  some 
ralnable  assistance  from  Mr.  Peter  Cuuning- 
uun  (son  of  Allan  Cunningham  the  Poet),  as 
rdi  as  from  my  friend  Mr.  Lockhart,  author 
if  the  'Life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott'— a.  work 
eoond  only,  if  indeed  it  be  second,  to  that  of 
[ki»weU,  in  all  lis  higher  qualities. 

Ifow  I  may  have  arranged  all  these  niatc- 
tiU  and  availed  myself  of  so  much  assistance, 
t  15  n«»t  for  me  to  decide.  Situated  as  1  was 
iLen  I  Ijegan  and  until  I  had  nearly  completed 
ks  edition  of  1835,  I  could  not  have  ventured 
o  ondtrrtake  a  more  serious  task ;  and  I  fear 
lut  even  this  desultory  and  gossiping  kind 
i  emfiloyment  must  have  suflored  from  the 
idgfatior  <icrupations  in  which  I  was  then  en- 
p^d,  a5  well  as  from  my  own  deficiencies. 

If  unfortunately  any  one  should  think  that  I 
afe£ule<l  in  my  attem))t  to  improve  the  original 
■Bric,  I  still  have  the  consolation  of  thinking 
kt  there  is  no  great  harm  done.  For,  as  1 
■re  rctTviicheil*  mtthinff  from  the  best  edi- 
ma  of  the  LirK  and  the  Toub,  the  worst 
Im  can  happen  is  that  what  i  have  added  to 
Ip  coUection  may,  if  the  reader  so  please:<,  be 
^iKted  as  rttrplusage, 

\iH  the  value  of  the  notes  with  which  my 
Hads  favoured  me,  I  can   have   no  doubt ; 

■  Of  all  ib^«^  rralTiMit  p«>rton«  m^ntfoMed  in  tho  text, 
tell  I^HMdown^  and  Brilrj.  Sir  Henry  KIUk, and  Mc«ir(. 
■MkMlMid  D'Isrwii,  oidjr  survive  —  but  I  preiervp,  with 
taaiM'  ^«««ur«>  anJ  a  itrj  cxcu»able  pri<li>.  this  record 
fpMMatiBivfe  to  M)  manr  iliaiitri(>ii»  frirn<N  and  a»tiit.tMnt*. 
HA  IhHt  arv  inmti»n«a  in  the  work  ittelf  a«  having  been 
^■"-'Mid  <rtth  Johoxm,  Ivo  onlj  —  acquaintances  al^n  of 
—  14^  Ktfitb  (MiM  Itirale)  and  Aliss  Langton,  only 


of  my  own,  I  will  only  say,  that  I  have  endea- 
voured to  make  them  at  once  concise  and 
explanatory.  I  hope  I  have  cleared  up  some 
obscurities,  supplied  some  deficiencies,  and, 
in  many  cases,  saved  the  reader  the  trouble 
of  referring  to  dictionaries  and  magazines  for 
notices  of  the  various  persons  and  facts  which 
are  incidentally  mentioned.' 

In  some  cases  I  candidly  confess,  and  in 
many  more  I  fear  that  I  have  shown,  my 
own  ignorance ;  but  I  can  say,  that  when  I 
have  so  failed,  it  has  not  been  for  want  of 
diligent  inquiry  after  the  desired  information. 

I  have  not  considered  it  any  part  of  my 
duty  to  defend  or  to  controvert  the  statements 
or  opinions  reconled  in  the  text ;  but  in  a  few 
instances,  in  which  either  a  matter  of  fact 
has  been  evidently  misstated,  or  an  important 
principle  has  been  heedlessly  invaded  or  too 
lightly  treated,  I  have  ventured  a  few  words 
towards  correcting  the  error. 

The  desultory  nature  of  the  work  itself,  tlie 
repetitions  in  some  instances  and  the  contra- 
dictions in  others,  are  perplexing  to  those  who 
may  seek  for  Dr.  Johnson's  final  opinion  on 
any  given  subject.  This  difficulty  I  could 
not  hope,  and  have,  therefore,  not  attempted 
to  remove ;  it  is  inevitable  in  the  transcript 
of  table-talk  so  various,  so  loose,  and  so  ex- 
tensive ;  but  I  have  endeavoured  to  alleviate 
it  by  occasional  references  to  the  diflerent 
places  where  the  same  subject  is  discussed, 
and  by  a  copious,  and  I  trust,  satisfactory 
index. 

I  have  added  translations  of  most  if  not  all 
the  classical  quotations  in  the  work — generally 
fi*om  the  most  approved  translators — some- 
times, when  they  did  not  appear  to  hit  the 
point  in  question,  I  have  ventured  a  version  of 
my  own. 

With  respect  to  the  spirit  towards  Dr. 
Johnson  himself  by  which  I  was  actuated, 
I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  feel  and  have 
always  felt  for  bun  a  great,  but,  I  hoi)e,  not 
a  blind  admiration.  For  his  writings,  and  espe- 
cially for  his  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes^  the 
Prefaces  to  the  Dictionary  and  Shakespeare, 
and  the  Lives  of  the  PoetSy  that  admiration  has 
little  or  no  alloy.  Jn  his  personal  conduct  and 
conversation  there  may  be  occasionally  some- 
thing to  regret  and  (though  rarely)  something 
to  disai)prove,  but  less,  perhaps,  than  there 
would  be  in  those  of  any  other  man,  whose 
words,  actions,  and  even  thoughts  should  be 
exposed  to  ))ul)lic  observation  so  nakedly  as, 
by  a  strange  concurrence  of  circumstances.  Dr. 
Johnson's  have  been. 

Having  no  domestic  ties  or  duties,  the  latter 

'  In  hair  a  dosen  instances  an  iidelicate  expre$»inn  has 
been  omitted;  and,  in  one  or  t«<>  plac<>»  (alw..y»,  however, 
ktatnl  in  the  nntet>),  the  iniiertion  o(  new  matter  lias  oc- 
casioned the  omission  or  akcratiuii  of  a  lew  words  in  the 
text. 

3  \%  some  proof  of  dilicence,  1  may  be  allowed  to  state 
that  the  Variorum  notes  to  the  e<iition  by  Chalmers  were 
little  over  lOOO,  while  the  uuwber  of  my  additional  notes  ii 
nearly  'i500. 
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portion  of  his  life  was,  as  Mrs.  Piozzi  observes, 
nothing  but  conversation,  and  that  conversation 
was  watched  and  recorded  from  night  to  ni^ht 
and  from  hour  to  hour  with  zealous  attention 
and  unceasing  diligence.  No  man,  the  most 
staid  or  the  most  guarded,  is  always  the  same 
in  health,  in  spirits,  in  opinions.  Human  life 
is  a  series  of  inconsistencies ;  and  when  John- 
son's early  misfortunes,  his  protracted  poverty, 
his  strong  passions,  his  violent  prejudices,  and, 
above  all,  his  bodily  and  I  may  sav  mental  in- 
£rmities,  are  considered,  it  is  only  wonderful 
that  a  portrait  so  laboriously  minute  and  so 
painfully  faithful  does  not  exhibit  more  of 
blemish,  incongruity,  and  error. 

The  life  of  Dr.  Johnson  is  indeed  a  most 
curious  chapter  in  the  history  of  man;  for  cer- 
tainly there  is  no  instance  of  the  life  of  any 
other  human  being  having  been  exhibited  in 
so  much  detail,  or  with  so  much  fidelity.  There 
are,  perhaps,  not  manjr  men  who  have  practised 
80  much  self-examination  as  to  know  themselves 
as  well  as  every  reader  knows  Dr.  Johnson. 

We  must  recollect  that  it  is  not  his  table-talk 
or  his  literary  conversations  only  that  have 
been  published :  all  his  most  private  and  most 
trifling  correspondence — all  his  most  common 
as  weU  as  his  most  confidential  intercourses — 
all  his  most  secret  communion  with  his  own 
conscience — and  even  the  solemn  and  contrite 
exercises  of  his  piety,  have  been  divulged  and 
exhibited  to  the  ** garish  eye"  of  the  world 
without  reserve  —  I  had  almost  said,  without 
delicacy.  Young,  with  gloomy  candour,  has  said 

*'  Heaven's  Sovereign  saves  all  beings  but  himself 
That  hideous  sight,  a  naked  human  heart." 

'What  a  man  must  Johnson  have  been,  whose 
heart,  having  been  laid  more  bare  than  that  of 
any  other  mortal  ever  was,  has  passed  so  little 
blemished  through  so  terrible  an  ordeal ! 

But  while  we  contemplate  with  such  interest 
this  admirable  and  perfect  portrait^  let  us  not 
forget  the  painter.  Mr.  Burke  told  Sir  James 
Mackintosh  that  he  thought  Johnson  showed 
more  powers  of  mind  in  company  than  in  his 
writings,  and  on  another  occasion  said,  that  he 
thought  Johnson  appeared  greater  in  Boswell's 
volumes  than  even  in  his  own. 

It  was  a  strange  and  fortunate  concurrence, 
that  one  so  prone  to  talk  and  who  talked  so 
well,  should  be  brought  into  such  close  contact 
and  confidence  with  one  so  zealous  and  so  able 
to  record.  Dr.  Johnson  was  a  man  of  extraor- 
dinary powers,  but  Mr.  Boswell  had  qualities, 
in  their  own  way,  almost  as  rare.  He  united 
lively  manners  with  indefatigable  diligence, 
and  the  volatile  curiosity  of  a  man  about  town 
with  the  drudging  patience  of  a  chronicler. 
With  a  very  good  opinion  of  himself,  he  was 

auick  in  discerning,  and  frank  in  applauding, 
le  excellencies  of  others.  Thougn  proud  of 
his  own  name  and  lineage,  and  ambitious  of 
the  countenance  of  the  great,  he  was  yet  so 


cordial  an  admirer  of  tnm/,  whcrev 
that  much  public  ridicule,  and  somet 
contempt,  were  excited  by  the  modest  < 
with  wliich  he  pressed  his  acquaini 
all  the  notorieties  of  his  time,  and  by  tl 
tatious  (^but  in  the  main,  laudable) 
with  which  he  attended  the  exile  F 
the  low-bom  Johnson!  These  were 
and,  for  us,  fortunate  inconsistenci 
contemporaries  indeed,  not  without  soi 
of  reason,  occasionally  complained  c 
vain,  inquisitive,  troublesome,  and  gi( 
his  vanity  was  inoffensive — his  curi< 
commonly  directed  towards  laudable  ( 
when  he  meddled,  he  did  so,  genera 
good-natured  motives  —  his  giddiness 
an  exuberant  gaiety,  which  never 
the  respect  and  reverence  due  to  1 
morals,  and  religion  :  and  posterity  \ 
acknowledges  the  taste,  temper,  ai 
with  which  he  selected,  enjoyed,  and 
that  polished  and  intellectual  socie 
still  lives  in  his  work,  and  withoul 
had  perished ! 

"  Vixere  fortes  ante  Agamemnon 
Multi :  sed  omnes  illacrymabih 
Urgentur,  ignotique  longa 
Nocte,  carent  quia  vate  sa 

Such  imperfect  though  interesting 
as  Ben  Jonson's  visit  to  Drummom 
Table  Talk,  Swift's  Journal,  and 
Anecdotes,  only  tantalise  our  cur 
excite  our  regret  that  there  was  no 

f>reserve  the  conversation  and  illu 
ife  and  times  of  Addison,  of  Swift 
Milton,  and,  above  all,  of  Shakesp< 
can  hardly  refrain  from  indulging 
with  the  imagination  of  works  so 
and  delightful;  but  that  were  idle, 
it  may  tend  to  increase  our  obliga 
faithful  and  fortunate  biographer  of 
son. 

Mr.  Boswell's  birth  and  educati( 
iscd  him  with  the  highest  of  his  act 
and  his  good-nature  and  conviviali 
lowest.   He  describes  society  of  all  < 
the  happiest  discrimination.    Even 
assisted nis  curiosity;  hewassometii 
at,  but  always  well  received ;  he 
envy,  he  imposed  no  restraint.     ] 
known  that  ne  made  notes  of  ever 
tion,  yet  no  timidity  was  seriously 
delicacy  demurred;  and  we  are  • 
debtcd  to  the  lighter  partfl  of  his  c 
the  patient  indulgence  with  which 
submitted  to  sit  for  their  pictures. 
Mr.  Boswell  took,  indeed,  extrac 
most  laudable  pains  to  attain  accu 
only  did  he  commit  to  paper  at  ni; 
versation  of   the  day,  but  even 
society  he  would  occasionally  tak 
any  thing  remarkable  that  occun 
afterwaras  spared  no  trouble  in  ar 
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toppljing  the  ineritable  deficiencies  of  these 
bww  memonndA.* 

Nor  were  his  talents  inconsiderable.  He 
kad  looked  a  good  deal  into  books,  and  more 
into  the  world.  The  narrative  portion  of  his 
•Drki  is  written  with  good  sense,  in  an  easy 
ind  perspicuous  style,  and  without  (which 
■eems  odd  enough)  anj  pali>able  imitation  of 
Johnson.  But  in  recording  conyersations  he 
b  unriTalled :  that  he  was  eminentlj  accurate 
m  inbatAnce,  we  haye  the  evidence  of  all  his 
oontempoiraries ;  but  he  is  also  in  a  high  degree 
characteristic  —  dramatic  The  incidental  ob- 
servations with  which  he  explains  or  enlivens 
the  dialogue,  are  terse,  appropriate,  and  pic- 
turesque —  we  not  m^y  hear  his  company, 
wcMe  tkemf 

Yet  his  father  was,  we  ore  told,  by  no  means 
■ids6ed*  with  the  life  he  led,  nor  his  eldest 
JM  with  the  kind  of  reputation  he  attained ; 
neither  liked  to  hear  of  his  connexion  even 
with  Paoli  or  Johnson ;  and  both  would  have 
been  better  pleased  if  he  had  contented  himself 
with  a  domestic  life  of  sober  respectability. 


>  Mr.  WoRbvorth  oUigiogly  furnUhed  me  with  the 
mawtam  copy  d  a  note  in  a  blanli  pace  of  hl«  oopj  of 
Bw««ll^  work,  dictated  and  kilned  In  Mr.  Wordtworth'r 
pwiewce  br  the  iate  Sir  George  Beaumont,  whoee  own 
tuumm.}  waa  esenplarj.  and  who  lived  very  much  in  the 
•ooctr  at  Johnaon'a  latter  days. 


«•  Rvdal  Mommt,  \2th  Sent.  1896. 
told  me  at  Um  table,  immediaMm 


after  ike  prntUemtiom  qf  tkit  hook,  thai  emerw  word  qf  it  migkt 
ir  defended  new  or  if  given  on  oath.  BotveU  tpa$  in  Ik* 
kakit  tf  kriagtng  Ike  froof  skeetM  to  kis  komte  frevioutfp  to 
tttir  kemg  «lrwr&  qi^  and  (f  ang  of  Ike  company  kappened  to 
kaoe  keen  preaeni  at  Ike  eonvertatkm  recorded^  ke  requeued 


req» 
!  am^  error,  and,  not  satisfied  vitk  tki$, 
ke  ramdd  run  v^eer  aU  London  for  Ike  take  qf  verifying  any 
n^e  word  wkick  nugkt  ke  disputed. 

"G.n.  BEAUMONT." 

Aithou«h  it  cannot  etcape  notice,  that  Sir  Jonliua  i*  here 
npoettd  to  tiave  drawn  a  fomevhat  wider  inrpmice  than  the 
fnmtMc*  warranted,  the  ftenerai  testimony  is  •alitfactorT,  and 
a  H  to  A  considerable  extent  corrotwraied  by  every  liind  of 
nrUcwe  catrmal  and  internal. 

'  Se»  p  3V7.  n.  Thi«  feelinK  ia  leti  Rurprlfing  in  old 
Lord  Auchinleck  than  in  Sir  Alexander,  who  was  himseir 
■  ■■n  of  tMe  world,  clever,  literary,  and  social. 

*  The  (filnmUtf  letter  (in  the  Heynotds  Papers)  from  Mr. 
iaawdl  to  Sir  Joaliua.  on  the  subject  of  thi*  portrait,  ought 
■Itabe  UMt. 

"  London,  7lh  June,  I7f». 
"1H  twsB  Sia.  — The  debts  which  I  contracted  in  my 
~s  lifetime  will  not  be  cleared  off  by  me  for  some  rears, 
think  it  tmconsctentious  to  indulge  myself  in  any 
article  of  elegant  luxury.    But  in  the  mean  time. 


The  public,  however,  the  dispenser  of  fame, 
has  judged  differently,  and  considers  the  bio- 
grapher of  Johnson  as  the  most  eminent  branch 
of  the  family  pedigree.  With  less  activity, 
less  indiscretion,  less  curiosity,  less  enthusiasm, 
he  might,  perhaps,  have  been  what  the  old  lord 
would,  no  doubt,  have  thought  more  respect- 
able ;  and  have  been  pictured  on  the  walls  of 
Auchinleck  (the  very  name  of  which  we  never 
should  have  heard)  by  some  stiff,  provincial 
painter  in  a  lawyer's  wig  or  a  squire  s  hunting 
cap ;  but  his  portrait,  by  Reynolds ',  would  not 
have  been  ten  times  engraved ;  his  name  could 
never  have  become — as  it  is  likely  to  be  — as 
far  spread  and  as  lasting  as  the  English  lan- 
guage ;  and  "  the  world  liad  wanted**  a  work 
to  which  it  refers  as  a  manual  of  amusement, 
a  repository  of  wit,  wisdom,  and  morals,  and  a 
lively  and  faithful  history  of  the  manners  and 
literature  of  England,  during  a  period  hardly 
second  in  brilliancy,  and  superior  in  import- 
anoe,  even  to  the  Augustan  age  of  Anne. 

1st  May,  1831.  J.  W.  C. 


you  may  die,  or  I  may  die ;  and  I  should  regret  very  much 
that  there  should  not  be  at  Auchinleck  my  portrait  painted 
by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  with  whom  I  have  the  felicity  of 
living  In  social  intercourse. 

"  1  have  a  proposal  to  make  toyou.  I  am  for  certain  to  be 
called  to  the  English  bar  next  Februarv.  'Will  you  now  do 
my  picture,  and  the  price  shall  be  nala  out  of  the  first  fees 
which  I  reoeire  as  a  barrister  in  Westminster  Hall.  Or  if 
that  r^nd  should  fail,  it  shall  be  paid  at  any  rate  in  five  years 
hence,  by  myself  or  my  represenutives. 

**  If  yoo  are  pleaseil  to  approve  of  this  proposal,  your  sig- 
nifying your  concurrence  underneath,  upon  two  duplicates, 
one  of  whidi  shall  be  kept  by  each  ul  us,  will  be  a  sufficient 
voucher  of  the  obligation.  1  ever  am,  with  very  sincere  re- 
gard, my  dear  sir,  your  faithful  and  affectionate  humble 
servant,  "James  Boswell. 


'J.  Reynolds. 


**  /  agree  to  the  above  conditions. 

"  London,  IWA  Sept.  17W." 

An  engraving  from  Sir  Joshua's  portrait  is  prefixed  to 
the  present  volume.  1  was  favoured  by  Mrs.  Denhain  with 
a  pencil  sketch  of  Mr.  Boswell  in  later  life,  by  Sir  Thomas 
Lawrence:  winich.  aithouKh  bordering  on  caricature,  is  so 
evidently  characteristic,  and  (as  I  am  assured)  so  identicaliy 
Uke,  that  I  think  it  worth  reproducing.  I  have  also  added,  on 
the  next  page,  a  whole  length  (first  published  in  the  duo- 
decimo edition)  of  Boswell  during  the  period  wlien  he 
'^'■flourished"  (as  Mr.  Chalmers  slily  nhrases  it)  with  John- 
son. Both  these  sketches  will,  1  think,  be  acceptable,  as 
giving  a  lively  idoa,  not  merely  of  his  person,  butalM),  (and 
particularly  the;flrst,)  of  his  mind  and  manner  :  — busv  self- 
importance  and  dogmatical  good-nature  were  seldom  better 
expressed. 


[original  title-page.] 
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M  DCC  XCI. 


After  my  death  I  wish  no  other  herald, 
No  other  speaker  of  my  living  actions, 
To  keep  mine  honour  from  corruption, 
But  such  an  honest  chronicler  as  Griffith."  * 

SnAKBPEABE,  Hcnr 


i  See  nr.  Jnhnson'i  Irttor  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  dated  Ostick,  In  Skie,  Septnnber  .'V).  1773:  "  Bmw 
rrguUr  journal  of  our  travel*,  which  1  think  eontaint  a»  much  of  what  I  say  and  do,  as  of  a]t  al 
runces  together }  '/<"*  ***cf*  o  faitl^til  chnmicler  Is  GriffUh." "  —  Boswell. 


XXI 


DEDICATION. 


TO    SIR   JOSHUA    REYNOLDS. 


Ht  dkab  Sib,  —  Eycry  liberal  motive  that  can 
kctuate  an  author  in  the  dedication  of  his 
abours  concurs  in  directing  me  to  you,  as  the 
perwm  to  whom  the  foUowmg  work  should  be 
tBscribe<l. 

If  there  be  a  pleasure  in  celebrating  the 
distinguished  merit  of  a  contemporary,  mixed 
with  a  certain  degree  of  vanity,  not  altogether 
inexcusable,  in  appearing  fully  sensible  of  it, 
where  can  I  find  one,  in  complimenting  whom 
I  can  with  more  general  approbation  gratify 
those  feelings  ?  Your  excellence,  not  onl^  in 
the  art  over  which  you  have  long  presided 
with  unrivalled  fame,  but  also  in  philosophy 
nd  elegant  literature,  is  well  known  to  the 
present,  and  will  continue  to  be  the  admiration 
of  future  ages.  Your  equal  and  placid  temper, 
your  variety  of  conversation,  your  true  polite- 
ness, by  which  you  are  so  amiable  in  private 
society,  and  that  enlarged  hospitality  which  has 
long  made  your  house  a  common  centre  of 
Bnion  for  the  great,  the  accomplished,  the 
learned,  and  the  ingenious ;  all  these  equalities 
I  can,  in  perfect  confidence  of  not  bemg  ac- 
cused of  flattery,  ascribe  to  you. 

If  a  man  may  indulge  an  honest  pride,  in 
having  it  known  to  the  world  that  he  has  been 
tlkonght  worthy  of  particular  attention  by  a 
per?ion  of  the  first  eminence  in  the  age  in 
which  he  live<l,  whose  company  has  been  uni- 
versally c-ourted,  I  am  iustined  in  availing 
mvself  of  the  usual  privilege  of  a  dedication, 
wLen  I  mention  that  there  has  been  a  long  and 
■niuterrupted  friendship  between  ua. 

If  gratitude  should  be  acknowledged  for 
firrours  rei*eive<l,  I  have  this  opportunity,  my 
dear  Sir,  most  sincerely  to  thank  you  for  the 
■tiny  happy  hours  which  I  owe  to  your  kind- 
Ms, —  for  the  cordiality  with  which  you  have 
•t  all  times  been  pleased  to  welcome  me, — for 
Ae  numl>er  of  valuable  acquaintances  to  whom 
you  huve  introduced  me,  —  for  the  nocteg 
tmu^f/ue  Deum^  which  I  have  enjoyed  under 
jmxr  n>itf. 

If  a  work  should  be  inscribed  to  one  who  is 
T  of  tho  subject  of  it,  and  whose  appro- 
thert?fore,  must  ensure  it  credit  and 
■I,  the  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson  is,  with  the 
■Citest  projiriety,  dedicated  to  Sir  Joshua 
leynoldso  who  was  the  intimate  and  beloved 
tiBBd  of  that  great  man ;  the  friend  whom  he 
Islarefl  to  be  **  the  most  invulnerable  man  he 
(new ;  whom,  if  he  should  quarrel  with  him, 
kt  ihouM  find  the  most  difficulty  how  to 
Aave."  You,  my  tlear  Sir,  studie<i  him,  and 
faw  him  well ;  you  venerated  and  admired 
IIb.  Tet,  luminous  as  he  was  upon  the  whole, 


you  perceived  all  the  shades  which  mingled  in 
the  grand  composition,  all  the  little  peculiarities 
and  slight  blemishes  which  marked  the  literary 
Colossus.  Your  very  warm  commendation  of 
the  specimen  which  I  gave  in  my  **  Journal  of 
a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  of  my  being  able  to 
preserve  his  conversation  in  an  authentic  and 
lively  manner,  which  opinion  the  public  has 
confirmed,  was  the  best  encouragement  for  me 
to  persevere  in  my  purpose  of  producing  the 
whole  of  my  stores. 

In  one  respect,  this  work  will  in  some 
passages  be  different  from  the  former.  In  my 
^^Tour,*]  I  was  almost  unboundedly  open  in 
my  communications  ;  and  from  my  eagerness 
to  display  the  wonderful  fertility  and  readiness 
of  Johnson's  wit,  freely  showed  to  the  world 
its  dexterity,  even  when  I  was  myself  the 
object  of  it.  I  trusted  that  I  should  be  liber- 
ally understood,  as  knowing  very  well  what 
I  was  about,  and  by  no  means  as  simply  un- 
conscious of  the  pointed  effects  of  the  satire. 
I  own,  indeed,  that  I  was  arrogant  enough  to 
suppose  that  the  tenour  of  the  rest  of  the  nook 
would  sufficiently  guard  me  against  such  a 
strange  imputation.  But  it  seems  I  iudged  too 
well  of  the  world ;  for,  though  I  could  scarcely 
believe  it,  I  have  been  undoubtedly  informed, 
that  many  persons,  especially  in  distant  quar- 
ters, not  penetrating  enough  into  Johnson's 
character,  so  as  to  understand  his  mode  of 
treating  his  friends,  have  arraigned  my  judg- 
ment, instead  of  seeing  that  I  was  sensible  of 
all  that  they  could  observe. 

It  is  related  of  the  great  Dr.  Clarke,  that 
when  in  one  of  his  leisure  hours  he  was  unbend- 
ing himself  with  a  few  friends  in  the  most 
playful  and  frolicksome  manner,  he  observed 
Beau  Nash  approaching ;  upon  which  he  sud- 
denly stopped.  "  My  boys,"  said  he,  "  let  us 
be  grave — here  comes  a  fool.'*  The  world, 
my  friend,  I  have  found  to  be  a  great  fool  as 
to  that  particular  on  which  it  has  become 
necessary  to  speak  very  plainly.  I  have  there- 
fore in  this  work  been  more  reserved ;  and 
though  I  tell  nothing  but  the  truth,  I  have 
still  kept  in  my  mind  that  the  whole  truth  is 
not  always  to  be  exposed.  This,  however,  I 
have  managed  so  as  to  occasion  no  diminu- 
tion of  the  pleasure  which  my  book  should 
afford,  though  malignity  may  sometimes  be 
disappointed  of  its  gratifications.  I  am,  my 
dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged  friend  and  faith- 
ful humble  servant, 


James  Boswell 


London.  90th  April,  179). 


XXll 


MR.  BOSWELL'S  ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 

I  AT  last  deliver  to  the  world  a  work  which  I 
have  long  promised,  and  of  which,  I  am  afraid,  too 
high  expectations  have  been  raised.  The  delay  of 
its  publication  must  be  imputed,  in  a  considerable 
degree,  to  the  extraordinary  seal  which  has  been 
shown  by  distinguished  persons  in  all  quarters  to 
supply  me  with  additional  information  concerning 
its  illustrious  subject;  resembling  in  this  the  grate- 
ful tribes  of  ancient  nations,  of  which  every  indi- 
vidual was  eager  to  throw  a  stone  upon  the  grave 
of  a  departed  hero,  and  thus  to  share  in  the  pious 
office  of  erecting  an  honourable  monument  to  his 
memory. 

The  labour  and  anxious  attention  with  which  I 
have  collected  and  arranged  the  materials  of  which 
these  volumes  are  composed,  will  hardly  be  con- 
ceived by  those  who  read  them  with  careless 
fiicility.  The  stretch  of  mind  and  prompt  as- 
siduity by  which  so  many  conversations  were 
preserved,  I  myself,  at  some  distance  of  time,  con- 
template with  wonder ;  and  I  must  be  allowed  to 
suggest,  that  the  nature  of  the  work,  in  other 
respects,  as  it  consists  of  innumerable  detached 
particulars,  all  which,  even  the  most  minute,  I  have 
spared  no  pains  to  ascertain  with  a  scrupulous 
authenticity,  has  occasioned  a  d^ree  of  troiriile 
fiir  beyond  that  of  any  other  species  of  compo- 
sition. Were  1  to  detail  the  books  which  I  have 
consulted,  and  the  inquiries  which  I  have  found  it 
necessary  to  make  by  various  channels,  I  should 
probably  be  thought  ridiculously  ostentatious. 
Let  me  only  observe,  as  a  specimen  of  my  trouble, 
that  I  have  sometimes  been  obliged  to  run  half 
over  London,  in  order  to  fix  a  date  correctly : 
which,  when  I  had  accomplished,  I  well  knew 
would  obtain  me  no  praise,  though  a  failure  would 
have  been  to  my  diwredit  And  after  all,  per- 
haps, hard  a&  it  may  be,  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if 
omissions  or  mistakes  be  pointed  out  with  in- 
vidious severity.  I  have  also  been  extremely  care- 
ful as  to  the  exactness  of  my  quotations ;  holding 
that  there  is  a  respect  due  to  the  public,  which 
should  oblige  every  author  to  attend  to  Uiis,  and 
never  to  presume  to  introduce  them  with,*'  I  think 
I  have  read,**  or  •*  If  I  remember  right,**  when  the 
originals  may  be  examined. 

1  beg  leave  to  exprets  my  warmest  thanks  to 
those  who  have  been  pleased  to  favour  me  with 
communications  and  advice  in  the  conduct  of  my 
work.  But  I  cannot  sufficiently  acknowledge  my 
obligations  to  my  friend  Mr.  Malone,  who  was  so 
good  as  to  allow  me  to  read  to  him  almost  the 
whole  of  my  manuscript,  and  made  such  remarks 
as  were^  greatly  for  the  advantage  of  the  work ; 
though  it  is  but  fair  to  him  to  mention,  that  upon 
many  occasions  I  differed  from  him,  and  followed 
my  own  judgment  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I 
was  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  his  revision,  when 
not  more  than  one  half  of  the  book  had  passed 
through  the  press ;  but  after  having  completed  his 


very  laborious  and  admirable  edition 
speare,  for  which  be  generously  would 
no  other  reward  but  that  fiune  which 
deservedly  obtained,  he  fulfilleil  his  pr 
long-wished-for  visit  to  his  relations  ii 
from  whence  his  safe  reiumfinibiu  AUiex 
by  his  friends  here,  with  all  the  classica 
Sic  te  Diva  potena  Cypri ,-  for  there  is 
whom  more  elegant  and  worthy  qu 
united ;  and  whose  society,  therefore 
valued  by  those  who  know  him. 

It  is  painful  to  me  to  think,  that  « 
carrying  on  tliis  work,  several  of  those  t 
would    have    been    most  interesting  I 
Such  melancholy  disappointments  we  k 
incident  to  humanity ;  but  we  do  not  fee 
less.      Let  me  particularly  lament  the 
Thomas  Warton  and  the  Reverend  D 
Mr.  Warton,  amidst  his  variety  of  g 
learning,  was  an  excellent  biographer, 
tributions  to  my  collection  are  highly 
and  as  he  had  a  true  relish  of  my  <*  T 
Hebrides,**  I  trust  I  should  now  have  bet 
with  a  larger  share  of  his  kind  approbs 
Adams,  eminent  as  the  head  of  a  col 
writer,  and  as  a  most  amiable  man,  li 
Johnson  firom  his  early  years,  and  was 
through  life.     What  reason  I  had  to  b 
countenance  of  that  venerable  gentlai 
work  will  appear  from  what  he  wrote  1 
a  former  occasion  from  Oxford,  Novembc 
—  "Dear  Sir,  I  hazard  this  letter,  no 
where  it  will  find  you,  to  thank  you  foi 
agreeable  *Tour,*  which    I  found  he 
return  firom  the  country,  and  in  whiel 
depicted  our  friend  so  perfectly  to  n 
every  attitude,  every  scene  and  situs 
have  thought  myself  in  the  company 
party  almost    throughout.       It    has 
general  satis&ction:  and  those  who  I 
most  fiiult  with  a  passage  here  and 
agreed  that  they  could  not  help  going  tl 
being  entertained  with  the  whole.    I  w 
some  few  gross  expressions  bad  been  ai 
a  few  of  our  hero's  foibles  had  been  m 
shaded  ;  but  it  is  useful  to  see  the  weal 
dent  to  great  minds ;  and  you  have  g 
Johnson*8  authority  that  in  history  all 
told." 

Such  a  sanction  to  my  foculty  of  g 
representetion  of  Dr.  Johnson  I  could  i 
Nor  will  I  suppress  my  satisfaction  : 
sciousness,  that  by  recording  so  cot 
portion  of  the  wisdom  and  wit  of  **  tl 
ornament  of  the  eighteenth  century 
largely  provided  for  the  instruction  ao 
ment  of  mankind. 

London,  20th  April.  1791. 


1  See  Mr.  Malone'i  Preface  to  hli  edition 

—  BOSWBLL. 


MB.  BOSWELL'S  ADVERTISEMENTS. 


XZIU 


TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 

TflAT  I  was  anxious  lor  the  success  of  a  work 
rfaidb  had  employed  much  of  my  time  and  Ubour, 
[  do  not  wish  to  conceal ;  but  whatever  doubts  I  at 
wj  time  entertained,  have  been  entirely  removed 
9j  the  rrrj  fiivourable  reception  with  which  it  has 
atea  honoured.  That  reception  has  excited  my 
Mt  exertions  to  render  my  book  more  perfect; 
■d  in  dus  endeavour  I  have  bad  the  assistance 
■C  only  of  some  of  my  particuUr  friends,  but  of 
wmay  other  learned  and  ingenious  men,  by  which  i 
hare  been  enabled  to  rectify  some  mistakes,  and  to 
maA  the  work:  with  many  valiwble  additions. 
IhcK  I  have  ordered  to  be  printed  separately  in 
inarto^  tor  the  accommodation  of  the  purchasers  of 
the  int  edition.  May  I  be  permitted  to  ny  that 
die  typography  of  both  editions  does  honour  to  the 
pnm  of  Mr.  Henry  Baldwin,  now  Master  of  the 
IFenbipftil  Company  of  Stationers,  whom  1  have 
ang  knoivn  as  a  worthy  man  and  an  obliging 


In  the  strangdy  mixed  scenes  of  human  exist- 
■Mb  our  fcrlings  are  often  at  once  pleasing  and 
Of  this  tmth,  the  progress  of  the  present 
a  striking  instance.  It  was  highly 
fntifying  to  ae  that  my  friend,  Sit  Joshua  Rey- 
■eUl^  to  «dbom  it  is  inscribed,  lived  to  peruse  it, 
md  to  give  the  strongest  testimony  to  its  fidelity ; 
bat  bciafe  a  second  edition,  which  he  contributed 
to  improve,  could  be  finished,  the  world  has  been 
deprived  of  that  most  valuable  man  ;  a  loss  of  which 
Ihe  sagul  will  be  deep,  and  lasting,  and  extensive, 
to  the  felicity  which  he  diffused 
a  wide  circle  of  admirers  and  friends. 
In  iiianiiig  that  the  illustrious  subject  of  this 
hj  being  more  extensively  and  intimately 
known,  however  elevated  before,  has  risen  in  the 
■I  mist  ion  and  love  of  mankind,  I  feel  a  satbfaction 
bejcnd  what  fiune  can  afford.  We  cannot,  indeed, 
too  mach  or  too  often  admire  his  wonderful  powers 
tf  nuod,  when  we  consider  that  the  principal  store 
ti  wit  and  wisdom  which  this  work  contains  was 
■ot  a  particular  selection  from  his  general  conver- 
but  was  merely  his  occssional  talk  at  such 
as  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  in  his  com- 
' ;  and.  without  doubt,  if  his  discourse  at  other 
had  been  collected  with  the  same  attention, 
Ae  whole  tenour  of  what  he  uttered  would  have 
hm  fiMind  equally  excellent. 

Hia  strong,  dear,  and  animated  enforcement  of 
■ligioo,  morality,  loyalty,  and  subordination,  while 
it^eligbts  and  improves  the  wise  and  the  good, 
I  trust,  prove  an  effectual  antidote  to  that 
sophistry  which  has  been  lately  imported 
B  France,  under  the  false  name  of  philosophy, 
with  a  malignant  industry  has  been  employed 
■Bft  the  peace,  good  order,  and  happiness   of 
f^  in  our  free  and  prosperous  country :  but, 
be  to  God,  without  producing  the  perni' 
which   were   hoped   for   by  its  pro- 
is  to  me,  in  my  moments  of  self-com- 


placency, that  this  extensive  biographical  work, 
however  inferior  in  its  natuie,  may  in  one  respect 
be  assimilated  to  the  Odyssey.  Amidst  a  thousand 
entertaining  and  instructive  episodes,  the  hero  is 
never  long  out  of  sight ;  for  they  are  all  in  some 
degree  connected  with  him  ;  and  he,  in  the  whole 
course  of  the  history,  b  exhibited  by  the  author 
for  the  best  advantage  of  his  readers : 

—  Quid  Tirttu  et  quid  isplentia  posilt. 
Utile  propoauit  nobis  exemplar  Ulyssen. 

Should  there  be  any  cold-blooded  and  morose 
mortals  who  really  dislike  this  book,  I  will  give 
them  a  story  to  apply.  When  the  great  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  accompanied  by  Lord  Cadogan,  was 
one  day  reconnoitring  the  army  in  Flanders,  a 
heavy  rain  came  on,  and  they  both  called  fur  their 
cloaks.  Lord  Cadogan's  servant,  a  good-humoured 
alert  lad,  brought  his  lordship's  in  a  minute.  The 
duke's  servant,  a  lazy  sulky  dog,  was  so  sluggish, 
that  his  grace,  being  wet  to  the  skin,  reproved  him, 
and  had  for  answer,  with  a  grunt,  **  I  came  as  fast 
as  I  could;"  upon  which  the  duke  calmly  said, 
**  Cadogan,  I  would  not  for  a  thousand  pounds 
have  that  fellow's  temper.** 

There  are  some  men,  I  believe,  who  have,  or 
think  they  have,  a  very  small  share  of  vanity. 
Such  may  speak  of  their  literary  fiime  in  a 
decorous  style  of  diffidence.  But  I  confess,  that  1 
am  so  formed  by  nature  and  by  habit,  that  to 
restrain  the  effusion  of  delight,  on  having  ob- 
tained such  fame,  to  me  would  be  truly  painful. 
Why  then  should  I  suppress  it?  Why  **out  ot 
the  abundance  of  the  heart  **  should  I  not  speak  ? 
Let  me  then  mention  with  a  warm,  but  no  in- 
soleut  exultation,  that  I  have  been  regaled  with 
spontaneous  praise  of  my  work  by  many  and 
various  persons,  eminent  for  their  rank,  learning, 
talents,  and  accomplishments;  much  of  which 
praise  I  have  under  their  hands  to  be  reposited  in 
my  archives  at  Auchinleck.  An  honourable  and 
reverend  friend  speaking  of  the  favourable  recep- 
tion of  my  volumes,  even  in  the  circles  of  fashion 
and  elegance,  said  to  me,  **  Yuu  have  made  them  all 
talk  Johnson.*'  Yus,  1  may  add,  I  have  Johmonited 
the  land ;  and  I  trust  they  will  not  only  talk  but 
think  Johnson. 

To  enumerate  those  to  whom  I  have  been  thus 
indebted  would  be  tediously  ostentatious.  I  can- 
not however  but  name  one,  whose  praise  is  truly 
valuable,  not  only  on  account  of  his  knowledge  and 
abilities,  but  on  account  of  the  magnificent,  yet 
dangerous  embassy,  in  which  he  is  now  employed, 
which  makes  every  thing  that  relates  to  him 
peculiarly  interesting.  Lord  Macartney  favoured 
me  with  his  own  copy  of  my  book,  with  a  number 
of  notes,  of  which  I  have  availed  myself.  On  the 
first  leaf  1  found,  in  his  lordship's  handwriting,  an 
inscription  of  such  high  commendation,  that  even 
I,  vain  as  I  am,  cannot  prevail  on  myself  to  pub- 
lish it 

J.   BOSWSLL. 
lit  July,  1793. 


XXIV 


MR.  MALONE'S  ADVERTISEMENTS. 


TO  THE  THIRD  EDITION. 

SsvKRAL  valuable  letters,  and  other  curious  matter, 
haying  been  communicated  to  the  author  too  late 
to  be  arranged  in  that  chronological  order,  which 
he  had  endeavoured  uniformly  to  observe  in  his 
work,  he  was  obliged  to  introduce  them  in  his 
second  edition,  by  way  of  Addenda,  as  com- 
modiously  as  he  could.  In  the  present  edition 
they  have  been  distributed  in  their  proper  places. 
In  revising  ha  volumes  for  a  new  edition,  he  had 
pointed  out  where  some  of  these  materials  should 
be  inserted ;  but  unfortunately,  in  the  midst  of  his 
labours,  he  was  seized  with  a  fever,  of  which,  to  the 
great  regret  of  all  his  friends,  he  died  on  the  19th 
of  May,  1795.*  All  the  notes  that  he  had  written 
in  the  margin  of  the  copy,  which  he  had  in  part 
revised,  are  here  fa.ithfully  preserved;  and  a  few 
new  notes  have  been  added,  principally  by  some  of 
those  friends  to  whom  the  author,  in  the  former 
editions,  acknowledged  bis  obligations.  Those  sub- 
scribed with  the  letter  B.  were  communicated  by 
Dr.  Bumey ;  those  to  which  the  letters  J.  B.  are 
annexed,  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Blakeway,  of  Shrews- 
bury, to  whom  Mr.  Biiswell  acknowledged  himself 
indebted  for  some  judicious  remarks  on  the  first 
edition  of  his  work ;  and  the  letters  J.  B  - .  O.  are 
annexed  to  some  remarks  furnished  by  the  author*s 
second  son,  a  student  of  Brazen- Nose  College  in 
Oxford.  Some  valuable  observations  were  com- 
municated  by  James  Bindley,  Esq.,  first  commis- 
sioner in  the  Stamp-office,  which  have  been 
acknowledged  in  their  proper  places.  For  all 
those  without  any  signature,  Mr.  Malone  is  an- 
swerable. Every  new  remark,  not  written  by  the 
author,  fur  the  sake  of  distinction  has  been  enclosed 
within  crotchets*;  in  one  instance,  however,  the 
printer,  by  mistake,  has  affixed  this  mark  to  a  note 
relative  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Fysche  Palmer  (see 
vol.  iv.  p.  129.),  which  was  written  by  Mr.  Boswell, 
and  therefore  ouglit  not  to  have  been  thus  dis- 
tinguished. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  proof-sheets  of  the 
present  edition  not  having  passed  through  my  hands, 
1  am  not  answerable  for  any  typographical  errors 
that  may  be  found  in  it.  Having,  however,  been 
printed  at  the  very  accurate  press  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
I  make  no  doubt  it  will  be  found  not  less  perfect 


than  the  former  edition ;  the  greatest  cf 
been  taken,  by  correctness  and  elegance, 
tice  to  one  of  the  most  instructive  and  en 
works  in  the  English  language. 

Edk 
8th  April,  1799. 


TO  THE  FOURTH  EDITK 

In  this  edition  are  inserted  some  new 
which  the  greater  part  has  been  oblig 
municated  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vyse,  Recti 
beth.     Those  written  by  Dr.  Johnson, 
his  mother  in  her  last  illness,  furnish  a 
of  his   great  piety   and   tenderness  of 
therefore  cannot  but  be  acceptable  to  th< 
this  very  popular  work.     Some  new  note 
been  added,  which,  as  well  as  the  obse 
serted  in  the  third  edition,  and  the  1 
introduced,  arc  carefully  included  withii 
that  the  author  may  not  be  answerml 
thing  which  had  not  the  sanction  of 
bation.     The  remarks  of  his  friends 
guished  as  formerly,  except  those  of  IV 
to  which  the  letter  M.  b  now  subjoin 
to  which  the  letter  K.  is  affixed  were 
cated  by  my  learned  friend,  the  Rev.  D 
formerly  senior  Fellow  of  Trinity  Colic 
and  now  beneficed  in  the  diocese  of 
Ireland,  of  which  he  is  archdeacon. 

Of  a  work  which  has  been  l>efore  tb 
thirteen  years  with  increasing  approba 
which  near  four  thousand  copies  hav 
persed,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  n 
cannot  refrain  from  adding,  that,  highly 
estimated,  it  will,  I  am  confident,  bt 
valued  by  posterity  a  century  hence,  « 
actors  in  the  scene  shall  be  numben 
dead ;  when  the  excellent  and  extraor 
whose  wit  and  wisdom  are  here  recori 
viewed  at  a  still  greater  distance ;  and 
tion  and  entertainment  they  afford  ' 
produce  reverential  gratitude,  adm 
delight.  3 

90th  June,  1804. 


»  In  London,  Rt  No.  47.  Creat  Portland  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  and  wan  buriml  at  Aiichioleck.  —  P.  CrNNiNGHAH. 

*  In  my  ediliont  Mr.  Malone'i,  and,  indeed,  every  one'i 
•hare  in  the  notes,  ia  disUnguiibed  by  the  writer's  name 
at  lenftth Croker. 

3  Mr.  Malone  publiihed  a  fifth  edition  in  1807,  and  a  lixth 
in  181 1  ;  Mr.  Chalmert  a  seventh  in  1822 ;  and  an  anonymous 
editor  another,  in  Oxford,  in  1826.    Or  publications  so  re- 


cent, the  editor  would  not  have  fiflt  ju*tiflcd 
unpermitted  use  ;  but  in  fact  there  was  little 
from  any  of  them,  except  that  of  Mr.  Chah 
liberality,  by  pointing  out  such  of  the  orig 
informatioii  as  the  editor  had  not  himself 
covered,  has  enabled  him  to  enrich  his  copy  i 
formation  which  Mr.  Chalmers  could  aflbrd. 


THE 


LIFE  OF  SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  LL.D. 


CHAPTER  I. 

170»— 1716. 

. — JbAiucm'«  Birth  and  Portntage, —  Ht  inherits  from  hit  Father  **  a  vile  meJancholy." —  Hit 
Att»wmt  efthe  Members  of  hit  Famify. —  Traditional  Stories  of  hit  Precocity. —  Taken  to  London  to  be 
hmtktdbf  Qmeen  Annejbr  the  Scrofula. 


To  write  the  life  of  him  who  excelled  all  man- 
ind  in  writing  the  Uvea  of  others,  and  who, 
rlether  we  consider  his  extraordinary  endow- 
MBtsi,  or  his  ▼arioos  works,  has  been  equalled 
fj  few  in  anj  age,  is  an  ai^uoos,  and  may  be 
eckooed  in  me  a  presumptuous  task. 

Had  Dr.  Johnson  written  his  own  Life,  in 
nnfinittj  with  the  opinion  which  he  has 
;iven,  that  erezr  nums  life  may  be  best 
mtten  bj  himseu^  had  he  employed  in  the 
■cMrratfton  orhis  own  history,  that  clearness 
i  Bsratiaa  and  el^ance  of  language  in  which 
le  haa  wnhahnwl  so  many  eminent  persona,  the 
rArld,  would  probably  have  had  the  most 
lerfeA,  exMmpie  of  biography  that  was  ever 
xhibited.  But  althougu  he  at  different  times, 
a  a  demltorr  manner,  committed  to  writing 
■any  particmars  of  the  progress  of  his  mind 
■d  fbrtnnes,  he  never  had  persevering  dili- 
•CBce  enough  to  form  them  into  a  rc^lar 
anpQsition.  Of  these  memorials  a  few  have 
cen  preserved ;  but  the  greater  part  was  con- 
ned by  him  to  the  flames,  a  few  days  before 
■  death. 

As  I  had  the  honour  and  happiness  of  enjoy- 
V  his  jfriendship  ibr  upwards  of  twenty  years ; 
il  had  the  scheme  of  writing  his  life  con- 
imdj  in  view ;  as  be  was  well  apprised  of  this 
jnaoMUuice,  and  from  time  to  time  obligingly 
rfiifml  my  inquiries,  by  communicating  to  me 
he  incidents  of  his  eu-ly  years ;  as  I  acquired 
kibcility  in  recollecting,  and  was  very  assi- 
knos  in  recording  his  conversation,  of  which 
It  extraordinary  vigour  and  vivacity  consti- 
Mid  one  of  the  first  features  of  his  character ; 
ii  as  I  have  spared  no  pains  in  obtaining 
concerning  him,  from  every  quarter 
I  could  discover  that  they  were  to  be 
jBid  have  been  favoured  with  the  most 


Vo.  M.    **  Tbo«e  relationi  are  commoDlr  of  looit 
te  vWch  Che  writer  t«llt  hU  own  itorj."— Boswbll. 
|MU1  of  this  book  vat  wrlUen  while  Sir  John 
alive ;  and  1  avow,  that  one  object  of  my  stric- 

iakc  him  feel  tome  compunction  for  bit  illiberal 

ns  «f  Dr.  JobnKm.  Since  hi*  deceaie,  I  have  sup- 
MIctI  of  mr  remarkt  upon  hi*  work.  But  though  I 
«|  -  war  vitb  the  dead ''  efienehfcl^,  I  think  it  nncifB- 
jtMmaiKHtf  in  ^tmcrof  nyilluatrioai  friend,  whirh 
jt  Ik.  willHMil  ftrooc  aaiaadTeniona  upon  a  writer 


liberal  communications  by  his  friends ;  I  flatter 
myself  that  few  bio^phers  have  entered  upon 
such  a  work  as  this,  with  more  advimti^es; 
independent  of  literary  abilities,  in  which  1  am 
not  vain  enough  to  compare  myself  with  some 
great  names  who  have  gone  before  me  in  this 
kind  of  writing. 

Since  my  work  was  announced,  several  Lives 
and  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Johnson  have  been  pub- 
lished, the  most  voluminous  of  which  is  one 
compiled  for  the  booksellers  of  London,  by 
Sir  John  Hawkins^  Knight  ^  a  man  whom, 
during  my  long  intimacy  with  Dr.  Johnson,  I 
never  saw  in  his  company,  I  think,  but  once, 
and  I  am  sure  not  above  twice.  Johnson  might 
have  esteemed  him  for  his  decent  religious 
demeanour,  and  his  knowledge  of  books  and 
literary  history  ;  but,  from  the  rigid  formality 
of  his  manners,  it  is  evident  that  they  never 
could  have  lived  together  with  companion- 
able ease  and  familiarity;  nor  had  Sir  John 
Hawkins  that  nice  perception  which  was 
necessary  to  mark  the  finer  and  less  obvious 
parts  of  Johnson's  character.  His  being  ap- 
pointed one  of  his  executors  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  takii^  possession  of  such  frag- 
ments of  a  diary  and  other  papers  as  were  left ; 
of  which,  before  delivering  them  up  to  the 
residuary  legatee,  whose  property  they  were, 
he  endeavoured  to  extract  the  substance.  In 
this  he  has  not  been  very  successful,  as  I  have 
found  upon  a  perusal  of  those  papers,  which 
have  been  since  transferred  to  me.  Sir  John 
Hawkinses  ponderous  labours,  I  must  acknow- 
ledge, exhibit  a /arrcrgo,  of  which  a  considerable 
portion  is  not  devoid  of  entertainment  to  the 
lovers  of  literary  gossiping;  but  besides  its 
being  ^welled  out  with  long  unnecessary  ex- 
tracts from  various  works,  (even  one  of  several 


who  has  greatly  injure*!  him.  Let  me  add,  that  though  I 
doubt  I  should  not  have  been  very  prompt  to  grntity  Sir 
John  Ilawliinf  with  any  compliment  In  hit  lilVtimc,  1  do  now 
frankly  acknowledge,  that,  in  my  opinion,  hia  volume,  huw- 
ovcr  inadeauate  and  improper  aa  a  life  uf  Dr.  Johnson,  and 
however  ditcredited  by  unpardonable  inaccuraries  in  other 
rcfpecti,  coiitalna  a  collection  of  curious  anivdotes  and  ob- 
■ervattuDt,  which  few  men  but  its  author  could  have  brouaht 

to(;fthi*r BoflWKLL.     1  will  here  observe,  once  for  all,  that 

Mr.Boswellit  habitually  unjust  toSir  J.  lUwkins,  whose  Life 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


leaves  from  Osborne's  ITarleian  Catalop^e,  and 
lUosc  not  compiled  by  Johnson,  but  by  Oldys,) 
A  very  small  part  of  it  relates  to  tlie  pcraon 
irho  18  the  sunject  of  the  book ;  mid,  in  that, 
there  is  such  nn  inaccuracy  »n  the  statement  of 
fuct^,  as  in  so  solemn  an  author  b  hardly  ex- 
cusnlile,  and  certainly  makes  his  narrative  very 
unsatisfactory.  But  what  Is  &till  worse^  there 
is  throughout  the  whole  of  it  a  dark  unchari- 
t;ible  cast,  by  which  the  most  unfavourable 
construction  is  put  upon  almost  every  cu'cuni* 
Btancc  in  the  charac^tcr  and  conduct  of  uiy 
iUuittrinus  friend ;  who,  I  trust,  will,  by  a  true 
and  fair  delineation,  be  vindicated  both  from 
the  injurious  misrepresentations  of  this  author, 
and  from  the  slighter  aspersions  of  a  lady  who 
once  lived  in  great  intimacy  with  him. 

Tlicre  is,  in  the  British  Museum,  a  letter 
fmm  Bishop  Warburton  to  Dr.  Birch,  on  the 
subject  of  bit>graphy,  which,  though  1  am 
aware  it  may  expose  me  to  a  char^  of  aitfully 
raising  the  value  of  my  own  work,  by  con- 
trasting it  with  that  of  which  I  hare  spoken, 
is  so  well  conceived  and  expressed^  that  I 
cannot  refi*ain  from  here  insertmg  it :  — 

•♦  I  shall  endeavour,"  says  Dr.  Warhurton,  "  to 
give  you  what  satisfaction  1  cun  in  any  thiug  you 
want  to  be  satisfied  in  any  Rubjtrct  of  IMilton,  and 
am  cxtTcincly  glad  you  intt'nd  to  writL*  his  life. 
Almoit  nil  the  liri'-writcxs  we  have  had  before 
T«)laadftad  Dcsmai.soauxare  indeed  fctrange  insipid 
ereaturca ;  und  yi.'t  t  hnd  rather  rend  the  worst  of 
them»  than  be  obliged  to  go  through  witli  this  of 
Milton'ft,  or  the  others  life  of  Buileau.  where  there 
U  such  a  dull,  hetivy  5ucce4>ioii  of  tung  quotations 
of  diji interesting  pa»sftgef,  that  it  mokes  their 
method  quite  nauseous.  But  the  verbose,  tasteless 
Frenchmiin  <»eems  to  lay  it  down  as  a  principle, 
that  ever)'  life  must  be  a  book,  anrl,  vhat's  worse, 
it  proves  a  book  without  a  life}  for  what  do  wc 
know  of  Boikau,  after  all  Im  tedious  stu6r?  You 
are  the  only  one  (and  I  Rpoak  it  without  a  com> 
plimcnt)  that  by  the  vigour  of  your  stjle  and 
icniiments  and  the  real  importance  of  your  ma- 
terials, have  (he  art  (which  one  would  imagine  no 
one  could  have  mic&ed)  of  adding  agreements  to 
the  (iio«t  agreeable  subject  in  the  world,  which  in 
liternry  hititory.— Nov,  24.  1737."  ' 

Instead  of  melling  down  ray  materials  into 
one  mass  and  oonstiintly  spcfdting  in  mj  own 
person,  by  which  I  might  have  appeared  to 
nave  more  merit  in  the  execution  of  the  work, 
I  have  resolved  to  adopt  and  enlarge  upon  the 
excellent  plan  of  Mr.  Mason,  in  his  Memoirs 
of  Gray.  Wherever  narrative  is  necejssary  to 
explain,  connect,  and  supply,  I  furnish  it  to  the 
best  of  my  abilities  ;  but  in  the  chronological 
series  of  Johnson's  life,  wliich  I  trace  as  <hs- 
tinctly  as  1  can,  year  by  vear,  I  produce, 
whert*ver  it  is  in  my  power,  Ids  own  minutes, 


of  iohninn  (publUtKH)  in  1787)  U  tijr  tio  miuMM  m  tnacciimta 

nt  .,,,.Ati.f,.,  f.ri  ,..  h.o  itiUrpprptMitt  It.    Hr  liorrowr*!  largolr 
fr<  '  n  grrnt.  r4t<;*|  of  .likKufonlAn  life  irhlcf* 

V'.  I  lie  uHMiftunity  t,i  j.>c!t>jr.     Sir  Jnlna 

at-..  •!-, 


letters, or  conversation,  bein^  convi 
mode  is  more  lively,  and  will  mak< 
better  acquainted  with  him,  than 
those  were  who  actually  knew  him 
know  him  only  partially  ;  whereas  tli 
an  accumulation  of  intelligence  fro 
points,  by  which  bis  character  14  J 
understood  and  illustrated.  1 

Indeed,  I  cannot  conceive  a  md 
mode  of  writing  any  man's  lilV,  that 
ix'hiting  all  the  most  important  even 
their  order,  but  int^'j-weaving  whi; 
vately  wrote,  and  said,  and  thought : 
mankind  are  enabled  as  it  were  to  m 
and  to  "  live  o'er  each  scene  "  with  1 
actually  advanced  through  the  seven 
his  life.  Had  his  other  triends  been 
and  ardent  as  I  was,  he  might  have  h 
entirely  preserved.  As  it  is,  I  wfl 
to  say,  that  he  will  be  seen  in  thij 
completely  than  any  man  wlio 

And  he  will  be  seen  as  he  really 
profess  to  write  not  his  panegyric, 
bo  all  praise,  but  his  hfe;  whic' 
good  as  he  wa.e,  must  not  be  suj 
entirely  perfect.  To  be  as  he 
subject  of  panegj'ric  enough  to  any! 
state  of  being ;  but  in  every  pi 
should  be  shade  as  well  as  light ; 
delineate  him  without  reserve, 
himself  recommended,  both  by  hi 
his  example :  — 

"  If  the  biographer  writes  from  p«# 
ledge,  and  makes  haste  to  gratify  the  pUD 
there  is  danger  lest  his  interest,  hu  fefl 
tude,  or  his  tenderne^  overpower  his  J 
tempt  him  to  conceal,  if  not  to  intend 
many  who  think  it  an  act  of  piety  to  Itf 
or  failings  of  their  friends,  even  whenJ 
longer  suffer  by  their  detection ;  we  | 
whole  ranks  of  characters  adorned  H| 
panegyric,  and  not  to  be  known  fTon| 
but  by  extrifiisic  and  ca'iua\  circumst4 
me   remember/  says  Hale,  •  when   I 
inclined  to  pity  a  criminal,  thnt  thero* 
pity  due  to  the  country.'     If  we  owe 
memory  of  the  dead,  there  is  yet  mof 
be  paid  to  knon-Icdge,  to  virtue,  iind 
Itambler,  No.  (JO. 

What  I  consider  as  the  peculiar 
folio winjj  work,  is  the  ([uantity  i| 
Johnsons  Conversation;  whicn  u 
a<'knowledged  to  have  been  emtDei 
tive  and  entertaining;  and  of  whi( 
mens  that  I  have  given  upon  a  font 
have  been  received  with  so  much 
that  I  have  ^oo<l  grounds  for  su 
the  world  will  not  be  intiifferent  tc 
communications  of  a  Bimilar  natal 


pic; 
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tha  ccinv«nu&tloii  of  a  celebrated  man, 
taliait4  fasvtt  been  exerted  in  conversation, 
dttnlsT  bid  chany.'ter,  Is,  I  trust)  too 
CfUJblieYtcd  in  (tie  judgment  of  maukind, 
aC  ftll  a  aueering  obsexvation 

M»<  K^moirs  of  Mr.  Williniu 

i»ere  is  literall/  no  Z-i/V, 
;  ivc  of  fdctfi«    I  do  not 
U  wu  <^^arj  to  attempt  a  de- 

liversally  esteemed,  be- 
lt WM  nfu  TO  ftin  fuund  in  the  immediate 
of  tbe  ingenknis  writer'^  pcii ;   for,  in 
,  fruoi  B  DUO  90  still  and  m  tame  as  to 
be  eotttentei]  to  ptM  many  jeora  m  the  do-  I 
i|afliiaB  (if  4  superannuutcd  lord  and 
f  ,n.«./eniitacm  could  no  more  be  expected,  { 
%  CluiieM  mandarin  on  a  chimncj-  | 
ue  tlM  Elastic  figures  on  a  giJt  leather 

aotliocity  be  Muirec],  let  us  appc&l  to 
,,  fitifet  prJw<*<fc  of  ancient  biographers '.  — 

'  viVswr-.. i«H»v: — "Nor  ia  it 

In  tbd  DXM  distinguisheil  achievements 

«»'i  firt«ei  Of  vi(«a   miv  hr  best  dis- 

;  bdi  wtaj  often  an  H'  dl  note, 

mpeo^n  or  a  jest,  ^i  n;;Tiish  a 

V  real  diarorter  more  thua  the  greatest 

flrtbe  most  important  battles.*** 

'i»  ibk  aay  b«  added  lh«  •entlmentA  of  the 

■e  ii&  I  am  about  to  exhibit :  — 


Iba  twwng*  of  th«  biognphifr  is  ofWn  to  pass 
ihtMe  pcrformimccc    and    incidents 
^iiJjpu  greatDcss.  to  lend  the  thoughts 
priiiitfics  and  dLipUy  the   Tuinute 
of  4ailj  Iiib)  «b«re  ciKrior    i;  ire 

li^  aMd  tnco  excel  each  <  lt]r 

«tl^  creat  luihor  to  have 

wnSMB.  -ti  to  |Kj.*iterity 

^«aAa   Afiui  fAUixiur  cii.^{d<.tiL-r  of  that  vntsa, 
ti  eandurrm  «s  ip»iH4  »<ripti»  vtnt 
k,— .wbttttf  c«ndour  nnd  gvnluii 
a^  vf  linw*  be  bj  hU  writings  preserved 


Tlhc«»  art  mai^ 


taTici*s,  which. 

nnil  or  trtond 
ir  Hciencc 
MHt  thnn 
vter 

liu 
nil 


,  bfli  oot  6ifK«t,  iij  hi 

hi*  walk  wax  n 

^  «»  i»£ic3it«o(i  cif  a  • 

m  ilfibuiff  l«ptur»  un  t)tu  vWuii  t>i  tauus  by 
1Mb  ttiat  whm  hf  h^(\  mntlv  nn  jtppixnt* 
tywrlwl  act  onl  •  ''otte 

»  ki  H«^  tba  the  ii«7  he 

■f  ««•■■■»;  anu  »^.  ^..     i^..^ ..v«  cwicr* 
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pris<^  of  Do  Witt  arc  no*'  of  less  importance  to  the 
trorld,  than  thiit  part  of  his  periuinal  character, 
which  repfuinu>r  huu  a^s  cui>efal  of  Uta  Uealtli,  and 
negligent  of  hi»  lift. 

"  Hut  biof^raphy  h:Ls  uflvn  btrcii  nlloitefi  tu 
writers  who  *ifetii  very  little  acqttittnted  with  the 
nature  of  Uieir  Li^sk,  or  very  nuja^ligL-nt  aboLit  xho 
perfbrinntice.  They  rurdy  alford  ar>y  other  account 
than  might  he  collected  from  puhlic  papers  hut 
imagine  them^eUes  writing  a  life,  when  they  exhibit 
a  chi^nological  series  of  actions  or  prefermenln ; 
aiid  have  io  little  regard  to  the  manwers  or  behaviour 
of  their  herocM,  that  more  knowledge  may  be  gatncnit 
of  11  man's  reol  character  by  a  short  couver^iition 
with  one  of  his  servanU,  than  from  ii  fonniil  and 
audied  narrattTc,  begun  wltli  hia  pedigree  and 
ended  with  his  funcruL. 

"  There  are,  indeed,  some  natural  reasons  why 
these  narratives  are  oft*rn  written  by  such  aj  were 
not  likely  to  give  much  instruction  or  delight,  und 
why  most  accounts  of  particular  pennons  are  barren 
and\i«e1ess.  If  a  life  b«  delayed  till  interest  andenvy 
arc  at  an  end,  we  may  hope  for  impartiality,  hut 
mu»t  expect  Ultle  intelligence ;  for  the  incidents 
which  gire  eseelk'nce  to  biography  arc  of  a  volatile 
and  eTonesccnt  kind,  such  as  soon  cMrnpe  the 
memory,  and  arc  rarely  transmitted  by  tradition. 
We  know  how  few  can  pourtraya  living  acquaintuuccn 
except  by  his  most  prominent  and  observable  par- 
ticuJarities,  and  the  grosser  features  of  hts  mind  ; 
and  it  may  be  easily  tmagtDcd  how  much  of  thi« 
little  knowledge  may  be  lo5t  tn  imparting  it,  and 
how  soon  a  succev^ion  of  copiesi  will  lu.^*  all  rescm' 
blance  of  the  original/'     [Itamblcr,  No.  60,] 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  objections  which  nmy 
be  made  to  the  minuti-ncsis,  on  some  i>c<:u6i»»ii«, 
of  my  detail  of  Johiustm'd  convcrsnlion,  aj»d 
how  happily  it  i»  adapted  for  the  ptrtty  exeirise 
of  ridicule,  by  mon  oi  supta"ficial  understanding;, 
and  ludicrous  fajic y ;  but  1  remain  finn  aivd 
confident  in  my  opinion,  that  minute  jmrticiihu'd 
ore  frci|Ui.ntly  rharatt^Tistic,  and  alvvayb  amus- 
ing, when  they  relate  to  a  disliiipuiiihed  umn. 
I  am  therefore  exceed inj2;ly  unwilling  iJmt 
any  thin«r,  however  »li»;hl,  which  my  iliustriou!* 
fi")cnd  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  exprcw*, 
with  any  degree  of  point,  should  perish.  For 
tliia  almost  guperstiiious  reverent*',  I  have 
found  vury  old  und  vencndde  autht»rity,  quoted 
by  our  great  mcxlern  prelate.  Seeker,  in  wha!»e 
tenth  sermon  there  is  the  following  paavoge:  — 

♦*  RaUbi  David  Kimchi ',  a  noted  Jewish  coin- 
rnetitator,  who  lived  aliout  five  hundfLMil  years  jigu, 
eKplilJOK  thnt  ptisciage  in  tlie  firnt  pivdin,  '  ilia  lenf 
alfto  *h«ll  not  wither,'  from  ruhbins  yet  ohkr 
than  himicif,  thus;  —  llvrtt  'even  the  idle  talk," 
ikj  he  ciprcMe*  it,  *of  a  good  man  ought  to  ho 
regarded  ;  '  tlie  mo*t  superfluous  things,  be  «aiUi, 
are  alwuy*  «f  *omc  value.  And  other  imeiviit 
authors  have  Uie  same  phnuv  nearly  in  thv  aainu 
5cn»e," 

Of  one  thing  I  am  certain,  that,  considering 
how  highly  the  small  purtiun  which  we  have  of 

»-Mi.T.>ri  that  ^/vk<>r'i  cf''"1  sct.sp  thooM  ti.iv**  rrtr..l4i4i'i»mlfd 
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llie  titljlo-talk,  and  other  nnewlotos,  of  our 
cdelirated  writers  is  valued,  aud  liow  csirncjstly 
it  is  rc^rL'ttud  thtit  we  have  not  more,  I  am 
juhiilied  in  prvserv'mg  rather  too  many  of 
Johnson's  saying,-,  Ihnn  U^y  few ;  csuHMially  as^ 
from  the  divLTsity  of  disp4isilioris,  it  cannot 
be  kimvvii  widi  fx-rtainly  beforehand,  whether 
vhm  may  seem  trUling  to  some,  and  perhaps 
to  the  coUect^r  himself,  may  not  be  most 
ftei-oe;ibh>  to  many;  und  the  greater  number 
thut  iui  uuthor  citn  please  in  any  degree,  the 
mure  pleiusure  does  there  arise  to  a  benevolent 
minil. 

T*>  thciso  who  are  weak  enough  to  think  this 
ftdeixrading  task,  and  the  time  and  hibimr  which 
have  been  devoted  to  it  miseuiployetl,  I  t^haH 
t^onlent  myself  with  opposing  the  authonty  of 
tlie  greatest  raan  of  any  age,  Julius  Caisar,  of 
whom  Bueon  observes,  that  "in  his  book  of 
ap«»phthegms  which  he  collected,  we  «ec  that  he 
esteemed  it  more  honour  tn  make  hiuiijclf  but 
a  pair  of  tables,  to  tdte  the  wise  and  pithy  words 
of  others,  than  to  have  every  word  of  his  own 
to  bo  made  an  ajiophthegm  or  an  oracle." 
[Advancement  of  Learning,  Book  I.] 

Having  said  thuss  raueh  by  way  of  Intrmluc- 
tion,  I  commit  the  following  paged  to  the 
candour  of  the  public. 


Samuel  Johnson*  wtu*  born  at  Lichfield,  in 
Stalfurddhire,  on  the  ISth  of  September,  N.S. 
1709;    and  hb  initiatioit   into  the   Christian 


I  He  derived,  no  doubt,  hit  chrUtliaTi  name  frorn  hli  ko<1- 
tmht'T,   Iliwlnr  Sftrmw!  5w(nfi?n,  n  tPwUpman  of  liin^lnl  pro- 

pr--^     .,,    .,        ..     ;  _L.i.    .....^      .       r    r  i.,t  .:  .,  ,      .,.    i    ,.      .^^    ^^ 
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I  lakrn 

<i  in  n 

:■::,  qf 
J<  ■  .    nrtti»r 

iliiUM^*l«r.  ^■r-  '  rrlund,  Mr. 
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I  Dr. 
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is-*    he 

-.  and 

I  r  ri-cMtliig  the  fsftlhedral 
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I  the 
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church  was  not  delayed ;  for  hi»1 
recorded,  in  the  register  of  St. 
in  that  city,  to  have  been  iKTfomw 
day  of  his  birth  :  hid  father  is  ih« 
GeiUlefitmi,  a  circumstance  of  which 
rant  panegyrist  has  praised  him  for 
proud ;  when  the  truth  is,  that  the  || 
of  Gentleniiin,  tliough  now  lost  rii^ 
eruninate  assumption  ofEstptirf^  wajn 
taken  by  those  who  could  not  lio*ist  of 
His  father  was  Michael  Johnson,  a 
Derbyshire,  of  obscurc  extraction,  \v 
in  Lichfield  as  a  bookselleT  and  statio 
mother  wii*  Sarah  Ford,  descended  of  i 
race  of  substantial  yei^manry  in  Wt 
Tiiey  were  well  advanced  in  yearflj 
married,  and  never  had  more  than 
both  sons  ;  Samnei,  their  first-1 
to  be  the  illustrious  character 
excellence  I  am  to  endeavonr  to 
Nathanael,  who  died  in  his  twenty^ 

Mr.  Michael  Johnson  was  a  mt 
and  robust  body,  and  of  a  strong 
mind ;  yet,  as  in  the  most  solid 
unsound  substance  are  often  disc<: 
was  in  him  a  mixture  of  that  disea 
of  which  eludes  the  most  mint 
tbou^rh  the  effects  are  well  knoi 
weariness  of  life,  and  unconcern 
things  which  agitate  the  greater  pf 
kind,  and  a  general  sensation  of  gloqf 
etlness.  Irom  him,  then,  his  sotf 
with  iomc  other  <iualkie6,  **  a  vile  otj 


—I* 


And  thii  h'MC,  at  the  rxpiralton  df  fhe 
newftt  to  the  Doctor  u  a  nmrk  of  Oi»'  r* 
cltiieiu.     lo  1700,  Michael  John- -     - 
tif  th<^  county  of  th«  city  of  I^icln  < 

tton  from  tbe  reaf»£tnliUitv  of  n  • 

\ir  .,|!i,.m1.<  l^t  fv.,M   .,r    hi.  I,",,.,..    ,  r 

and  1 

*nd  d]  ,    . .       ,  .._,,!. 

a  ictUrr,  WfjUtii  by   ihe  lifv.   (.  r 

Lord  Gower,  wiU  »ho«r   tb«  In 

wu  hi'id  In   tlie  nd|{ht»ourin^ 

I'l-ter'i  day,  1716-    Johns'in.  t>. 

i^ere ;  he    proprtgntr*  learning 

advanccth  knowledge  to  iti  Jutt  < 

arfl  hit  pupiU,  atid  tuck  hII  iln'y    fmm'  xr 

cannot  make  a  vamuit  without   hit  prec 

qiiondiun  John  ETadi  draw  a  r(voftnUitnr4 

Mtchae4fi.*^    (Oentl«man*i  Mup  ?- ■    •»"■> 

on  lite  ttboifi  it  HODM  -probab1> 

<]f  a  farolir,  and  loitn  tn    trn>i 

f*d!H*d  >lr.  Jolia»oo,  from  tht 

be  had  befora  nuoyed,  to  vory  twuFom  t 

CioKia. 

>  Svr  potf.  Riftsinbier  16. 17^1.  — BfttwiL 
who  I  .M^l  a  (treat  deal  of  maloi 

J  oh  I  to  rf  pent  a  tCory  that  c 

hiul  lut  pfnn!fy  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Fortir  *■  ut-.ali.  Jotn  '  1.  raol 

marry  tha  old  widow.     A'  ■:  h<*r 

qu(*«t  *o  eitraordlnai'y  ^  i  wtl 

will  never  har«'  to  to  priL|r„-i.  ,-v^i  ....  untn 
twenty -Hre,  aod  the  \s  turucd  tittv.  it  the  h 
tlkii  request  hod  never  bevn  made  to  me. 


IIH'.    llui    i 

md  th;it  I  li 
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in  kii  too  uLroog  expreflston  of  anjr  dis- 
of  tlir  minil«  ''miMle  him  mad  iM  his 
m  leMt  '*'     Michael  wo&i  bow' 

„  fiwmi  rrowness  of  his  eircum- 

Ut  be  \^i}  Jill|i<:iit  in btumcfs^  not  only 
■bop^  but  by  ciceastonallv  resorting  to 
lowiis  in  '  Ijood,  some  of 

urere  at  u  Tistaiiee  from 

M       *'  'it.  urn-.  i".»»io»jller»' shops  in 
pr  ""ns  of  England  were  very 

^»  ....  ic  was  not  one  even  in  Bir- 
in  which  town  old  Mr.  Johnson  us«d 
a  ihor.  L'l  rrr  tuHrkc't-dfty.     He  was  a 
,  and  a  citixcn  so 
-  of  the  m&gjistrates 
•^  u  nuin  of  good  sense^ 
!  u.^  ocauired  a  rcAsonabie 
uich^  nowcver,  be  after- 
i   part,  by  engaging  un- 
iii    u    I  of    |«ircb- 

:  WAS  a  secaJi  iart;hmiio  and 

i  rvtainod  -nt  to  Uw 

twoM  o1  t  he  re- 

.^.At   v.v  -  iiiunts  of 

iic  oaths 

-    *  --  -  »'    ,  . 

a  CtfcutRSianee  m  hi> 

kCSC,    bm  so  well   uulhemi« 

it-    A  youfifj;  woniuii  ul  Letik,  In 

•^wbrl**  hes*?r\'cdbiij  apprenticeship 

.si«ion  lor  him ;  anot 

it  tu  untble  return^  fol- 

-  bi<;i»Mtia,  wuere  she  took  lodgings 


JI- 


LL .    ^ji  btr  irvn  ikaovl(4gt>t  uk*^*  ■^•-'^ 


j«l.  t»  iiU 


f.vr  her 

<   I  r)td 

'len. 
I  nil 
n*r 

I  It. 


(h*  l>oetur  vn: 
tttg*mt  to  McotlMHi. 

a  rarlly  lit  *<• 


hMh«T  af  Ika  kummn  tplod  It  *tTTT  > 
mtm^  iB>iwil».   Th»  »} "»l« 


opposite  to  the  honse  in  whieli  he  lived,  and 
inclujged  her  hof>eleas  iltiine.  VVhon  he  was 
infonued  thut  it  »o  preyed  ujwn  her  mind  that 
her  life  was  in  djmt;;er,  he^  witJi  u  generous 
humanity,  went  to  her  and  olTered  to  umrry 
her,  but  it  was  tlien  too  lute :  her  vitid  p«iwer 
was  exhau«te«l ;  ami  she  acluiilly  exljibitcd  one 
of  the  very  rare  instances  *>1"  tlyinj;  lor  love* 
She  was  buried  in  the  eathedi^f  of  LiehKdd  ; 
and  he,  with  a  tender  regar^U  i>lueed  a  stone 
over  her  grave  with  this  iusrription  : — 

Here  lies  the  Body  of 

Mrs.  Emxabeth  Br.Axnr,  u  Strnngcr. 

She  tiepartec)  ihin  Ufe 

20tli  of  St;ptcnib«!r»  lti94. 

JoiiMsopc*s  mother  was  a  woman  of  dis- 
tingrnished  understanding.  I  sliced  hi.s  ohl 
achool-felln>\%  Air,  Ilrrtor,  a  snrM;eon,  of  Bir- 
mingham^, if  she  was  not  vain  of  her  stm. 
He  said,  "  she  hnd  too  much  j:ood  sense  to  l* 
vain,  but  she  kjiew  Ler  gon^j*  value."  llor 
piety  was  not  inierior  to  her  understanding  ; 
and  to  her  mu.st  {>e  ascribed  those  early  ini- 
prejfisiung  of  religion  upon  the  mind  of  her  Mjn,, 
from  which  the  work!  at\orwsird»  derived  sn 
much  benefit.  He  told  me,  tliat  he  rcmcm!>ercd 
distinctly  havin^j  had  the  first  notlee  of  heaven, 
"a  place  to  which  «iood  pecjple  went,*'  and  hell, 
"a  place  to  wliich  bud  [Hrople  wei»r.,"  commu- 
nicated to  him  by  her,  when  a  little  child  in 
bed  with  her  ;  and  that  it  mi^^lit  be  the  belter 
fixed  in  his  meroory,  she  sent  him  lo  repeal  it 


br  novrofltadvd),  Ibn- 
not  roerclr  «•  i  •ui': 
and  rxfiliuning  mtn- 
nMtm  of  ch«c  exiTit' 
^  In  thii  undrrtii 
MMincr  bmiKhi  »  tar 
lil'J    np'i;!  rhar  fir-i. 


tntlj'  In  ttMW  ; 
i»  rliicklMlnf 


Llicllonary,  dcttori  "■  rtn^R,  n  hateful 
UHilt]f».4iiid  rtilJUrltifJ  not  bv  tli^r4>mwini» 


>:  iiijti  .hiral,  wind  u  i*  i-''fi'lj!-ct<-.l  IU:»1 
If  verff  i/rar,  cttlvf  mkgittratv  <jf  tha 


He  «««» tberafora.  about 


n  :i 


to  Thomas  Jackson,  llieir  man-sci'vant  * :  he 
not  being  in  ihc  way,  this  was  not  done;  Imt 
tliL'rti  waa  no  occiuloa  for  any  artificuil  aid  for 
its  preservation. 

In  following  so  very  eminent  a  man  from 
liLn  crwilij  to  liia  jxrave,  every  niumtc  partit^ular 
wliieli  can  throw  light  on  the  pro^e-ss  ofbij 
mind  U  interesting.  That  he  was  remarkable, 
even  in  his  earliest  years,  may  easily  he  sup* 
ptwed ;  for,  to  nse  his  own  words  in  liis  Life 
uf  Sydenham,  "  That  the  strength  of  his  un- 
dtTistandiiig,  the  .^ceurary  of  his  discernment, 
and  the  ardour  of  bis  curiosity,  might  have  been 
l*eiitarked  from  hia  infancy,  by  a  diligent  tib- 
TCTver,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt ;  for  there 
is  no  instance  of  any  man,  whose  history  baa 
been  minutely  related,  that  did  not  in  every 
part  oi"  life  discover  the  same  proportion  of  in- 
telliHiuid  vigour." 

Jn  all  such  investigations  it  is  eertainly  un- 
ivise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  ineitlents 
which  the  credulous  relate  with  eager  sadii- 
fai^tion,  and  the  more  scrupulous  or  witty  in- 
(luirer  considers  ouly  as  topics  of  ridicule  ;  yet 
lliere  is  a  traditional  story  of  the  infant  Iler- 
cnlud  of  toryisni,  so  cnrioualy  characteristic, 
that  r  sh.all  not  withhold  it.  It  wan  communi- 
cated to  rue  in  a  letter  from  Miss  Mary  Adyc 
of  Lichfield, 

*'  Wlicn  I>r.  Snchcvercl  was  at  I^ich field,  Johnson 
was  not  quite  three  years  old.  My  grandfatlier 
Hammond  observed  him  at  the  cathedral  perched 
upon  hifi  father's  shoulders,  listening  and  ipiping  at 
Hie  much  celc^brated  prcaeher.  Mr.  Haminond 
QHked  IVIr.  Johnson  how  he  could  po&sibly  think  of 
bringing  such  an  int'unt  to  church,  and  in  the  mid&t 
of  so  grejit  a  crowd.  He  answered,  because  it  was 
iinpoR^ible  to  keep  him  &t  home ;  for,  young  mi  Ik* 
WAR,  ho  believed  ho  had  caught  the  public  spirit  and 
JCJil  for  Sachcverel,  and  would  huve  Maid  for  ever 
in  the  church,  aatisificd  with  beholding  him."  • 

Nor  can  I  omit  a  little  instance  of  that  Jen- 
Inui*  independence  of  spirit,  and  inipetuoMty  of 
temper,  which  never  forsook  him.  The  fact 
was  aeknowledged  to  me  by  himself,  upon  the 
autliorily  of  h\$  mother.  One  day^  wLen  the 
servant  who  used  to  be  sent  to  school  to  con- 
duet  bim  home  had  not  come  in  tluic,  be  set 
out  by  himself,  though  be  was  then  so  ncar- 
sifjhted,  that  he  was  obliged  to  stoop  down  on 
his  hiunb  nud  knea<J  to  take  a  view  of  the  kennel 
Ixd'ore  he  ventured  to  step  over  it.     His  9cliool* 


<  MnL  Plottl  with  more  probabilitjr,  eallt  htm  a  wtrktvoK 

*  Hm*  goMlpfnj^  ftncrdotet  of  the  Lichacld  ladic*  .ire  alt 
afKtcryjtltaJ.     Sartu'v-r^.-I,  by  hU  ►■t-iit»'i!if<M.r.»iiMinh--il  in  Ft'b. 
1710.  »»«  Inteiil  , 
hr  rmilii  nut  Ij.l 


*  Ttili  atiorilolf>  of  (hv  ditrk,  tfaoagti  dliprorrd  by  intf»mal 
aii4  fsxtrrntl  ifirlileuc*,  ha«,  neverUu-U«i,  ufMJii  iupimmUIoii  of 


mjtttjes^,  ixfraid  that  be  might  miaa 
fall  into  the  kennel,  or  be  run  ov« 
followed  him  at  some  distance.  Ill 
to  turn  about  and  perceive  her, 
careful  attention  as  an  insult  to  bii 
he  ran  back  to  bur  in  a  rugc?^  ^^*^\ 
well  as  hia  strength  would  permit.  1 

Of  the  power  of  his  memory,  Si 
WiLi  all  bis  life  eminent  to  a  de  ' 
incredible,  the  following  early  ins 
me  in  his  presence  at  Lichfield,  in 
step-daughter,  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter, 
her  by  his  mother.     When  be  w 
petticoat^  and  had  learnt  to  read, 
son  one  moniing  put  the  common  d 
into  liis  bands,  pomled  to  the  colf^ 
day,  and  ^aid,    '*  Sam^   you  must  | 
heart."    She  went  up  stnir*,  leavfl 
study  it :  but  by  the  time  she  bad  1 
second   floor,  she    heard  liim    folli 
**  What's  the  matter  ?  "  said  she,      * 
it, "  be  replied ;   and  repeated  it 
though  he  could  not  have  read  it 
twice. 

But  there  has  l>een  another  gt^ryu 
fant  precocity  generally  circulated^i 
rally  believed,  the  truth  of  which  i 
fate  upon  his  own  authority.  It  iflf 
when  a  child  of  three  years  old,  he  i 
tread  upon  a  duckling,  the  elevunthi 
and  killed  it;  u|>on  which,  it  i?  »aid,[ 
to  bis  mother  the  lollowing  epitaph  | 

'*  Here  lies  good  master  duck, 
Whom  .Samuel  Johnson  trod  oQi 

If  it  bad  lived,  it  had  been  {foad  /W 
For  then  we'd  bad  an  odd  <me.**  f 

There  is  sorely  internal  evidenefl 
little  composition  combines  in  it  wl| 
of  three  years  old  could  produce,! 
extension  of  its  faculties  by  immedjj 
tion ;  yet  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter,  Dn 
step-daughter,  positively  maintaineC 
Ins  presence,  mat  there  could  be  q 
the  truth  of  this  anecdote  for  she  fa 
from  his  mother.  So  difficult  is  it  1 
authentic  relation  of  fact^  and  sua 
may  there  be  for  error;  for  he  a 
that  hi.i  father  made  the  versefl,  ami 
pass  them  for  Ids  child's.  He  lulde 
thcr  wiis  a  fooiifib  old  man  ;  tliatis  Ui 
in  talking  of  his  children."  ♦ 


(tt  tnilb,  been  madi!^  th«  foundation ' 
and  raociful  ncfliMtfani  of  Uiu  > 
iBunl«atkni«eoiH»mft]g  Dr,  Jithn^ 

pIi'ajchI  to  fii\ our  mf :  —  ''  ThtM? 


,  'VtrvlhKig  iil.iili  Mr  lul,i. 
t-iienee  cunnlitt  not  In  nnmlMn 
Jijrth  and  glow  of  ^  fmicjr,  to  whii 
.Fi  MUMJii  .iiiil  ui  Art  liaod  In  prouii>t  admlnit 
un  HmpiffDre  wlikh  coavvy*  tbclr  Dlnndnl  til 
InmgitAge  *  fnarp  tuneniibJe  than  neiult  nr  rhymi 
marc  hannony/  T>i<'  .4i«ivn  lun,  *..r-..,  a]^, 
pc^rtlitioUi  tiliu  whic  I '  r  h ,  jii 

HiU)  tii(  •ireoKth,*  a!i>  cuIk 

happinoit,  bypri^eini   ^  _     j'niy  1 
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of  hi> 


i  neircr  peroehri 
*lat  if!  rsr,  fttWf 


Johiunn  Itnd  the  nibfortune  to  he 
«!  KTTth  the  ?f' rofulfi,  or  kin^^s  evil^ 
diaifiy  naturally  well 

fcimcd»  tuu\ :  m  niueb,  that 

he  did  not  »<  .  though 

filft  wpotarn  '^  thtuof 

tkr  OtIMtr.  I  nrre  i>  aiinniL'^-i  ii:.-^  jKuycrs,  ODC 
JMHYJlwl  •*  Wken  my  ETt  rrtM  restored  to  iti 
Hr(P.lt  1L|k37  '     -1     ^'  -    'w  ,>^  a  aefect 

! ,  llumgh 

in  to  be 

observe^ 

II  any  de- 

utran,  the  force  of 

\e  quickness  mode 

1  iiil  manner  of  objects, 

f  art,  with  a  nicety  th&t 

»rwd|Y  lo  When  he  and  I  were 

tm&dm^  h\  '  inds  of  Scoiland,  and  I 

partid  oai  untain  which  I  ob- 

•erv«l  rMct  -corrected  ray  in- 

mmar  ■    *  •  ,..^    ihat  it  waa^  indeed, 

MCDftcpi  thai  one  side  of  it  was 

Mflg^  '  And   the  ladies  with 

■rlaai  l»0  w  that  no  uifui 

wmmarw  m  •  ritical  in  the 

dteuior  of  f««ii»l«t  iirei«.     VVWq  I  found  that 

be  mw  l&e  TOtnAUtie  beim^fls  of  Islam,  in  Der- 

ich  better  than  I  did,  I  told  him 

d4«»d  gti  able  performer  iiyion  a 

How  false  and  "Me, 

ibeBfe «« alt  lliensniarks  which  b:^  idc 

tf>  tlw  pr^^nSne  dtfaer  of  his  canuum  m-  iW  iiiis 

'"       "ijr,  Ibandcd  apetn  a  supposition  that 

bfiod.    It  haabeen  -i)  'ii '* '- 

i  drft  nrltinMU  Dudady  fi 

iKQilirr  —  virTdini?  to  the  su^m 

:  rful  to  think,  preraiJed 

. ,  a.**  to  the  virtue  of  the 

Unsc^  a   tioiinn  which   our  kin^   en- 

to  which  a  irmn  of  such  imjuirjr 

It  as  Carte  ^  could  give  credi t — 

(A  Ijiindnn,  where  he  was  actually 

•'  ■      ■  *  '     ^'       \  1  i);?on,  in- 

1  by  the 

iA  Lii**  »■•:;«.  I nin  \r  -"^ji  .miiii  »  juver,  then 

in    Lichfield.     Johnson  used  to 

V—-*  r.-.tiL(y;  ftnd  Mrs.  Piozzi  has 

h  turesquG  description  of 
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!  <rf  iliifcl  nil  »«M>»  lifbl 

Hint  oof*    w  it«  •'  1  ' ' 
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tJie  scene,  as  it  remained  iimn  bis  fancy.  Beinj; 
asked,  If  he  could  remember  Queen  Anne,  — 
"  He  hud, "  he  said,  "  a  confused,  but  somehow 
a  sort  of  solenm  reeollection  of  a  lady  in  dia- 
monds, and  a  long  blaek  hood."  This  toueh, 
however,  was  without  any  eiffeet.  I  vcntuird 
to  say  to  bini,  in  allusion  to  the  pob'tirsjJ  prin- 
ciples in  whieh  he  was  edunxted,  »nd  of  wfiich 
he  ever  retained  some  odour,  that  "hia  moth*T 
hud  r»nt  carried  him  far  enough ;  she  should 
have  taken  lum  to  Home*' [—to  (he Pretender}^ 


CHAPTER  XL 
1716  —  17*28. 

Johnson  nt  Lkhjxdd  School. — Bo^$h  Diiyi.  —  Ht^ 
rrtoPtd  to  Stourbrifft/c.  ^  Sftfcimem  o/  hit  School 
Extrtitn  and  ^arhj  Vtrt€t,  —  lit  leavta  Stour- 
bridge, and  paiMtM  Iwo  Veara  teith  him  Kitther, 

He  was  first  taught  to  read  Enslish  by  Dame 
Oliver,  a  wi<low,  who  kept  a  school  for  youn^ 
children  in  Liehheld.  ^  He  told  me  she  could 
rea^i  the  blaek  letter,  and  asked  him  lo  borrow 
for  her,frc.»m  his  i'albfir,  a  bilile  in  that  eliaractcr. 
When  be  wa-s  going  tjo  Oxford,  she  came  to 
take  leave  of  him,  brought  him,  in  the  simpli- 
city of  her  kindness,  a  present  of  gingerbread, 
and  said  he  was  the  best  scholar  she  ever  bad- 
He  delighted  in  mentioning  this  early  com- 
pliment; adiling,  with  a  smile^  that  "  this  was 
as  high  a  nroof  of  his  merit  as  he  e«mld  con- 
i'crvt'/'  His  next  instructor  in  Knglish  was  a 
r,  whom,  when  be  spoke  of  him  to  me, 
luiliarly  called  Tom  Bmwn,  who,  said  he, 
**  published  a  spelling-lK>ok,  and  iliHlicated  it 
to  the  Univkbsb  :  but,  I  fear,  no  copy  of  it  can 
now  be  had." 

He  began  to  learn  Latin  with  Mr.  Hawkins, 
usher  or  under-master  of  Lichfiehl  school,  "  a 
man,"  said  he,  *'  very  skilful  in  his  little  way." 
^^'ith  him  he  continued  two  years,  and  then 
K»94?  U)  be  under  the  care  of  Sir.  Hunter,  the 
head  roaster,  who,  according  to  bis  account^ 
**  was  TeiT  severe,  and  wionghoadedly  i^evereH.'' 
He  used^*  aidd  he,  **  to  beat  us  unmercifully ; 
and  he  did  not  distingiush  between  igooraiicc 
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and  n^Ugencc;  for  he  would  beat  a  boy 
cjually  for  not  knowing  a  thing,  us  for  neglect- 
ing^ to  know  it  He  would  iisk  a  hoj  a  ques- 
tion, and  if  he  did  not  answer  it,  he  would  beat 
Lim,  without  fionsiilennt^  whether  he  had  an 
opjxirf  unity  of  knowing  how  to  answer  it*  For 
inntanct\  he  would  Cflll  up  a  hoy  and  aak  him 
Lfttin  for  a  candlestick,  which  the  boy  could 
not  ex|>e«!t  to  be  asked.  Now,  sir,  if  a  boy 
eotild  answer  every  question,  there  would  be 
no  need  of  a  master  to  teach  him/' 

II  is,  liowcvcr,  but  justice  t^o  the  memory  of 
Mr*  riunter  to  mention,  that  though  he  might 
terr  in  bein;^  tjm  severe,  the  school  uf  Lichfitild 
was  vaij  reapeetable  in  hli*  time.  The  late 
Dr.  Taylor,  rirebendar;^  of  Westminster,  who 
WHS  cdtJicalea  under  liira,  told  me,  that  '^  he 
wua  an  excellent  muster,  and  that  bis  ushera 
were  mo5l  of  them  men  of  eminence ;  that 
llolbrofik  ',  one  uf  the  most  ingeniou.*?  men, 
bejMt  jHcholars,  and  best,  priMchers  of  his  nge,  was 
ti?her  during  the  ffre»t<_^t  part  ifftlie  time  that 
Johnson  was  at  &eii<tnl.  Then  cojne  Hncue,  of 
whoui  n»  much  mit;ht  be  said,  with  the  iiudition 
that  he  was  an  elo|jaut  poet,  llaijue  w»»  suc- 
(!ec<led  by  Ureen*,  'aiYerwarda  bi:>hop  of  Lin- 
coln, wbjse  character  in  the  learned  worhi  ia 
well  known.  In  the  same  form  with  Jolinson 
Wfts  Conffreve^,  who  afterwards  became  chaphiin 
to  Archbishop  Iltiuller,  and  by  that  connection 
obtained  good  preferment  in  Ireland.  He  wiw 
A  youuirer  tfon  of  the  ancient  family  of  Con- 
gr»;ve.  111  Stairurdaihire,  of  which  the  poet  vrv.a 
a  branch.  Hb  brother  sold  the  eatxite.  There 
waji  also  Lowe,  atlerwards  canon  of  Winil- 
Bor."  * 

Indeed,  Johnson  was  very  sensible  bow  much 
be  owed  to  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Langton  one 
diiv  asked  him,  how  he  had  acipiired  so  ac- 
euratii  a  knowled<j;e  of  Latin,  in  which,  I  l^e- 
lieve,  he  wa*  exceeded  by  no  man  of  h.13  time: 
he  said,  "  My  masttT  whijjt  mc  very  well. 
HVithiMit  th.at,  sir,  1  ahouh)  have  done  nothing." 
He  tolil  Mr.  Langton,  that  while  Hunter  was 
llogjriiit;  his  boys  unmercifully,  he  u^ed  to  say, 
"  And  this  I  i\u  l*j  save  yon  trom  the  gallows." 
Johnson,  upon  all  occasions,  expressed  his  ap- 
]jrobatioii  of  enforcing  instruction  by  means  of 
the  rotP:  **I  would  rather,"  tiaJd  he^  "have 
the  rod  to  be  the  general  tenor  to  all,  to  nnike 
them  learn,  than  tell  a  child,  if  you  do  thus  or 
til  us,  you  will  be  more  esteemed  than  your 
brothers  or  sisters.  The  rod  produces  an  eO'ect 
wlueh  t<«rminates  in  itself.    A  child  is  iifriud 


I  F.4wiinl  Hotbrook^  A.M.,  aflenrnrdi  minlftrr  of  WlU 
tenlMll.  arj\r  WotirprhAropion,  aud  fn  1744.  nt  the  rrqutftt  nf 
Lhe  curporntinTi  uf  Lichflokl  t(ret«<ntMl  by  thft  Dean  hdA 
CHiA|il«M  !••  tlif  vlc*r«^<s  uf  Ht.  Mary'i  lii  tli«lt:lty,  iib,  1772,— 

I  n.  I  .iiii  r;fM<ii  W3U  twrn  In  tTDO,  and  Aln\,  OUItop  of 
t  i :  •     H<f  wrtJln  tl»r«ie  of  ihfB  "  Al;h*»riUn.  f  ,4«lt<»ri," 

IrM  i.<r  At  Liii-hlkrtd  nil  aftor  John«un  hail  l«n 
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of  being  whipped,  and  gets  hia  taski 
an  end  on*t;  whereas,  l)y  exciting  emi 
eompariaons  of  superiority,  you  lay 
tion  of  lasting  mischief;   you 
and  siatiirs  hate  each  otlier." 

AVhuQ  Juhm^m  saw  some  young  | 
Lincolnshire^  who  were  rcmiLrkabi/ 
haved,  owing  to  their  mothc/s  3tric( 
and  severe  correction,  he  exclaim*  ' 
ShakspeareV  lines  a  bttlc  varied  ^, 

*'  MfHl,  I  will  honour  thee  for  this  lh| 

That  superiority  over  his  fellowau 
maintained  with  so  much  dignity  in  J 
through  life,  was  not  assumed  from  i 
ostentation,  but  was  the  natural  an^ 
cllect  of  those  extraordinary  [Mowere  \ 
which  he  eould  not  but  beeonscioiiai 
rison  ;  the  int*?llectual  diflerence,  wli4 
cases  of  comparis*jn  of  characters  is  ollh 
of  undecidetl  contest,  being  as  clear 
as  the  8U[>eriority  of  stature  in  somei 
others.     Johusou  diil   not   strut  os 
tip-toe :    he  only  ilid    not   st/MOp. 
earliest  years,   his  superiority  wna, 
and  acknowle*lged.     He  wiw  Irotiii 
ning  'Ai'tti  fhiVwr,  a  king  of  men*    ! 
fellow,  Mr,  Hector,  has  obligingly  fu 
with  many  particularei  of  bis  boyisli 
assured  me  tliat  he  never  knew  bin 
at  school,  but  for  toUdng  and  divQ 
boys   from   their    business^.  ^     He 
leiu-n  by  intuition;  for  though  ind 
procrastination  were  inherent  in  h 
tion,  whenever   he  made  an   exert 
m<»re   than  any  one  else.     In   shoi 
memorable   instiince  of  what   bus 
observed,  that  the  boy  ia  the  man  it 
and   that  the  distinguishing  charm 
each  individual  arc  the  same,  throng' 
course  of  life.     His  favourites  UMti 
very  liherid  assistance  fnjui  him ;  a 
the  submission  and  deference  witJ 
was  treated,  imdh  the  desire  to  oh 

fard,  that  three  of  the  boys,  of 
lector  was  sometimes  one,  used  to 
morning  a&  his  humble  attendiiLn$4i 
him  to  school.  One  in  tlie  mid 
while  he  sat  upon  his  back,  and 
side  supported  him;  m^d  thus  hi 
triumphant.  Such  a  jiroof  of  the  i 
minance  of  intellectual  vigour  is  y 
able,  and  docs  honom*  to  hum 
Talking  to  me  once  himself  of  his 


Parker,  and  CM«r  Juatice  WUmtit  w«re  «du 

rolnary.—  ANDRMon. 
*■  Sue  fNw*.  towarttc  th*  Mi*l  tif  I7T5.  — CiO 
•  Prctl>Hbt)r  ihr  »Utcr*  ofhiifTipnil  Mr.  Lari 
7  More  that!  a  little 

II.  act  k.  ac,  l4ut :» 


ThU  tine  it  in  King 


Sword,  1  will  hallow  Uiec  for  thlf  tli 

lit    foiHiikltrit    with    Jotini 


Til 


u  (ijltJIr*  [ij.il  ritijur Cut'fcta, 


nrn  protJii 


"1 
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iltiog  tlua  ij« 


Jit    ti^liot"],  he  trvM   nit%    "They 

|liOTi;:bt  to  miai?  mt»  hy  coiii|K4riug  tno  to 

'rr  »iiiiU  t)i>hiidon  is  as  good 

II  one,  but  surh  a  one  \»  as 

«OBd  A  x.'.iii  iLif  od  JohiUH^n  ;  ainl  thtii  wjis  MHid 
bi  of  oa«%  bat  'jf  ]<owt; ;  aiiil  1  do  not  think 
W-  mtp  tt#  |ctk>d  a  whiiLor/* 

lie  dnooTvrrd  a  great  iuubitlon   to  excel, 
M<  '        •        -  ..♦.-r-acl  hia  indolence, 
tivo;  and  his  me- 
I    Ik^  never  forgot 
ird  or  read.     Mr. 
•  cited  to  him  eigti- 
r  »  litllt;  juiaac,  he  rc- 
..;/  oidy  one  opithct^  by 
i  iht!  line. 
lie  ncTLT  joiiKil  vith  tli«  other  lioys  in  their 
div<fir«iimM;  hia  onV  lent  wjw 

when  he  took  n  u  bf'ing 

imoo  Uie  ice  by  »  Un  n.monfcd,  who 
liiai  tlo^lg  hy  a'gartcr  lixod  roun<i  him ; 
«Hgr  OBcmtimi,  u  his  six*.-  ^   ■-  -    'irk- 
litfVeL    Hi*  d«ft!Ctive  eight.  o- 

ibI  nliii  firom  <'}>>< ivi II' '  tLo  i^n.i  ^    rt«; 

ht^  ODoo  piloL''  to  me,  *"  how 

"  ly  well  d  to  bo  idle 

tt  thrnu"     Lr«»ni  Id,  however, 

ijotly  6h»crTrtl  in  letters,  when 

^wnaily  otution  "  .  i  ast  Ihe  y)er- 

i*<IV«(«o#i  ive  s|iorts  are 

.   I  Kll-Tii's*  in  }  1«-S 

liias  torpor  of  <  ing 

^  taut  iiAfiK^.     Of  llii->   iiMiiiii  in- 

'pcwltion,  Johnson  had  iiU  his  life 

•  K.t...       \IV    M«f:tor  rdatej.,  that 

:.>rc  limn  by  snnn- 

Ki'iti  in  the  fii'hb, 

^d  ill  talkinc; 


A'  Droinore,  who 
*M  w)fh  hitij,  and 


of 


'»*X7, 


IM^t    lit;    I1TLUJlli.'U    UliT>    lUllMIIV??    1« 


iliein 


•  Wr  IV«l«<-t  m^l«tt'> 

.1,^ 

■  |a««klM.  tmM  0*a**4l  *«'| 

»J«>  f 

Cg^  «  JM9  «!•>««  ilrw. 

.,.•,/ 

^E:^m^^matmt  ^  mmnh^m  t 

.«t  Oif.irvl.  uii  liii 

^ki  trtg»  m%i*fi   i»  hA.1 

1   bypochcnulrUrat 

^t^  «  tjM*«u* «»  r^< 

B^.l^MMfVnr 

through  lift-;  go  that/'  mlds  his  lordship, "spend- 
ing part  of  n  rj;iunjjL*r  at  my  parsonage-honBe 
in  tlj  !n!i.htK"^r  for  his  regular  retuUng 

the  ui  romttiice  Kit  Felixnuirte  of  JJit' 

CQtiia  \  lu  loLu,  wliich  he  read  tjuite  through. 
Yet  I  liave  he&rd  hiin  ftttribute  to  these  ejctrn.- 
vu^nt  fictions  thnt  unsettled  turn  of  uiind 
whii.  Ii  prevented  Iub  ercr  fixing  in  any  profea- 
sion." 

After  having  residfHl  for  some  time  at  the 
hou^e  of  hia  uncle,  Cornelius  Ford^  Johnson 
wn.s,  lit  the  age  of  fifteen,  removed  to  the  school 
oi"  Stourbridge,  in  AVorcester^hire,  of  which 
Ml".  Weutworth^  was  then  master.  This  step 
wiw  tjiken  by  the  ndvice  of  his  cousin  ihe  Uev. 
Mr.  Ford,  »  man  in  whom  both  ttdents  and 
grMid  ills]>osilioiis  were  dlsjixai^ed  by  licentious- 
nesa^,  but  who  waa  a  very  able  jmlge  of  what 
waa  right.  At  this  school  be  did  imt  rc«*iivf 
vxi  much  benofit  Jis  w«s  c.xpecte*).  It  ha*  hecu 
said,  thiithe  acted  in  theo:ipacJty  of  Hn  si^sistunt 
to  Mr.  AVent worth,  in  teuching  the  >M>un^4!r 
boy*.  "  Mr,  WentW(»nh,"  be  told  mc' '' waa  a 
very  able  man,  but  an  i»ilc  man,  and  to  me 
very  severe ;  but  I  cannot  blnnie  him  much. 
I  was  then  a  bi^  boy  ;  be  saw  I  tlid  not  rever- 
ence him,  luid  tliat  he  shouhl  get  no  honour  by 
mc,  I  had  brought  enough  with  me  to  carry 
me  through  ;  and  all  1  should  ctifc  at  his  ttchool 
would  be  aHcril)ed  to  my  own  lal«>ur,  or  to  iny 
lonner  master.  Yet  he  tJiught  ine  n  great 
ileal." 

He  thus  discriminated,  to  Dr.  Percy,  bishop 
of  Dromore,  his  prog^ress  at  his  two  granujuir- 
xrhtMils :  —  **At  one,  I  learned  much  in  the 
s<h«'ol,  but  little  from  the  master  ;  In  the  other, 
i  learnt  much  fntm  the  nuister*  but  little  in 
the  schocd.*' 

The  Blshon  alao  informs  me,  that  Dr.  John* 
son's  fatl»er,  before  he  was  received  at  Stour- 
brirl^'e,  applied  to  have  Itim  uihnitted  n*  a 
<r  and  assistant  to  the  Rev.  Samiiol  I^4i, 
,  hewl  Blaster  of  New|>ort  school,  tu 
r>nfr.jishirc; — a  very  diligent  good  teacher, 
at  that  time  in  hi^h  reputation,  under  wh^oi 
Mr.  Hollis  is  said,  in  the  Memoirs  of  his  Lite, 


ThU  fart  hA*  be<rt»  doubtvil,  thumffh  Jiitmiuri  I 
to  h.-iT«<i  hebcTMl  it  <  kt^  nhur.  IJ  Mav.  177*4  |i,  an.) 

K.-<.'t>.r<     ii.lriiirw   Ml.-  Li  iiv..  Ahl..  L.^iti   .,  r  hi I., 


*mt   Wimkvarfh.  but  thtit, 


*¥..r»<-    til. Ml     .tU    l.lir    rr«t  |Mil.   (ii,;r;l'ir.      II     \r..'Ml.l    liiliJlT 
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to  Imve  been  also  educated.  *■  This  application 
to  Mr.  Lea  was  not  successful ;  but  Johnson 
bad  ttflerwards  tlie  gratification  t^o  hear  that 
the  old  g^entlcman,  who  lived  to  n  very  ad- 
vanced ap;e^  mentioned  it  aa  one  of  the  most 
memorable  events  of  his  life,  that  *'  he  was  rertf 
vrar  huvinrf  that  great  man  for  his  schohir," 

He  remaioed  at  Stourbridge  little  more  than 
a  year",  and  then  he  returned  homc^  where  he 
may  be  said  to  have  loitered,  far  two  years,  in 
a  state  very  unworthy  his  uncommon  abilities. 
He  hnd  already  j<;iven  HCveral  pnx>fs  of  his 
poetical  geniui*,  both  in  his  school-exercises 
and  in  other  occasional  compositions.  Of  the^e 
I  have  obtained  a  considerable  collection^  by 
the  favour  of  Mr.  Wcntwortl^  son  of  one  of  his 
masters,  and  of  Mr.  Hector,  his  schoolfellow 
and  friend ;  from  which  I  select  the  following 
specimena :  — 

TftAKsLATtoK  OP  Vtaoti..     Pastoral  I. 

Afeliba:u$. 
Now,  Tityrus,  you,  supine  and  careless  Ijud, 
Piny  on  your  pipe  l>eneath  ibis  bcechen  shade ; 
While  wretched  wc  about  the  world  must  roam, 
And  leave  our  pU'asmg  (ield«  and  native  home, 
Mere  at  your  eaise  you  sing  your  amorous  lUine, 
And  the  wood  rings  witli  Amarilli!^*  iiunu'. 

7Y/yn«. 
Thos^  blessings,  frleml,  a  deity  bestow  d. 
For  I  shall  never  think  him  le*<s  than  God  : 
Of^  on  his  nhur  shall  my  firstlings  lie, 
Tlieir  bluud  the  consecrated  stones  shall  dye  : 
He  gave  my  flock*  to  ^rnze  the  flowery  meads. 
And  me  to  tunc  at  eo^e  ih'  unequal  reeds. 

My  admiration  only  I  exprest 
(No  spark  of  envy  harbours  in  my  breast), 
ThBti,  when  contusion  o'er  the  country  reigns. 
To  you  alone  this  happy  state  remain*;. 
Here  I,  though  faint  myself,  must  drive  my  goats, 
Kar  from  their  ancient  fields  and  humble  coL«. 
'Hiii*  searee  I  k^ad,  who  left  on  yonder  rock 
Two  tender  kids  the  hope*  of  all  the  flock. 
Ilud  we  nut  l>een  perverse  and  careless  grown, 
This  dire  event  hy  omens  vras  foreshown ; 
Out  trees  were  blasted  hy  the  thunder  stroke. 
And  left-h»nd  crows  from  an  old  hollow  oak. 
Foretold  the  coming  evil  by  their  dismal  cioak. 


TttAK-u-Atio)*  or  Horace.     Book  I.   Ode  xxii. 

TuE  man,  my  friend,  whoK*  conscious  heart 
VViih  virtue'*  sacred  ardour  glows, 

Nor  taints  with  death  the  envenom'd  dart* 
Nor  needs  the  guard  o(  Moorish  bows  : 

Though  ScythinV  icy  cliffli  he  treads. 

Or  horrid  Afric's  (tudd»«  sands  ; 
Or  where  the  IHmeil  Hyda<vfH>&  vpreada 

HU  liqttid  wealth  o'er  barbarous  lands. 


<  At  wM  UlunHlM  Iba  Diillbft  of  Dnnnoivmviy  jcan  *tler- 

■  Y  rt  hrre  til*  fMlltti  Viu  Ki  dUttn|rulsh«N!  tbitt.  ftJtboogh 
Uttitf  beuor  thiB  a  KboAl-tx^,  tui  aai  admUtcd  lato  tlia  bat 


^  llliw 
Too  far  in  Sabine  woooa  I  i 
JVf  e  singing,  careless  and  unam 
A  giizxlj  wolf  surprised,  am 

No  &avA^  more  partentous  Rin 

Apulia's  spacious  wilrfs  witli 

No  fiercer  Juba'ii  thirsty  liuid. 

Dire  nurse  of  raging  boniii,  L 

Place  mc  where  no  soft  sutmni 
Among  the  quivering  brand 

Where  cloud.i  condensed  for  ev< 
With  horrid  gloom  the  firow 

Place  me  beneath  the  burning 
A  clime  denied  to  human  ra 

ril  sing  of  L'hloc's  charms  divi 
Her  heavenly  voice  und  beai 


TaJlKlLATION    OF    HOSACC       B< 

Clouds  do  not  always  veil  tbc 
Nor  ahowuTs  immerse  the  ve 

Nor  do  the  billowB  always  riaei 
Or  storms  ofHict  the  ruffled  i 

Nor,  Valgius,  on  th"  Armenian 
Do  the  chain 'd  waters  alway 

Not  always  furioui}  Boreas  roai 
Or  bends  with  violent  force  1 

But  you  are  ever  drown'd  in  U 
For  Af yste^  dead  you  ever  nB 

No  netting  Sol  can  ea<«e  your  ei 
But  findu  you  sad  at  his  retu 

The  wific  eiperiencVl  Grecian  t 
Mourn'd  not  AntUoehus  so  li 

Nor  did  King  Priam's  hoary  aj 
So  inuL-h  lament  his  slaughtti 

Leave  off,  ut  length,  tliesc  worn 
Augustus'  numerous  trophie! 

Ilepecit  that  princess  victories, 
"i^o  whom  all  nations  tribute 

Niphntcs  rolls  an  humbler  wave 
At  length  the  undaunted  Scy 

Content  to  live  the  Roman's  <la 
And  scarce  forjiokes  his  nativt 


TaAWsLAtioK  or  Part  or  thk  JJh 
HrcToa  akd  ANnaoMACUc.  1 
Hook  of  Humck's  Illao. 

Shk  ceas'd;  then  godlike  Ucetc 
(His  various  plumage  ^^orting  in 
That  post,  and  all  the  rest,  shall  b 
But  shall  I,  then,  (brsake  th'  unflr 
How  would  the  Trojans  brand  grei 
And  one  base  action  sully  all  my  I 
Acquir'd  by  wounds  and  battles  b: 
Oh  I  bow  my  soul  abbora  so  nean 


coiRiwny  of  the  ptact?,  and  tud 
him ;  of  which  reiaarkatklc 
Ui«re.^PBacv. 


d 
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IP  alfkcc  1  hwrn'cl  to  iligbt  Ibij  ficcttng  bre»th, 
«icw  with  cti««f  All  L7«»  approacli'mg  doiith. 
brsorable  tiMters  Imve  decreed 
t  IVuun>  houKT  And  Priam'i  wif  shall  bleed  : 
fcf  wfll  eom  !  Troy  siliall  yield, 

iMtd  ll»  «  the  field. 

umhs'k,  n^i   4 -  ..v.,u  t  age, 

blood  fthall  ijueacti  Mnne  Grccun't  thirsty 

01^  ferr  I  liavc  lilt  the  ground, 

rrianr  a  fXbii^ty  wound, 
y  |»(»%4ii  '  r\'ate, 

d  Uiodr  ling  fate  ; 

pn>u  1 1  dl  tit^kd  impose, 

r  tasr  ir  woes  ; 

Qf|i0i*  ;  "U  sweat, 

»e*fvr  suppott  the  liijuid  freight: 
Ar^i^e  lood  Jn«.uUiii;5  en'. 
of  H..  :  of  Troy' 1 

•I  any aan^thni  v  beautcouscyes. 

}ha%  fimr  tfoaoin  hirii>-.  -  -  'tu:h>c. 

« that  iltgr.  by  to/me  \n  >  u>d, 

1  lifi  JaIiv  Miid  apum  t:  md  ! 


a  Tooxo  LuiY  ok  ins  BtKTHi»Ar.' 

r«<if  e,  my  (ait, 
1^,1  t...^»\  fondest  prayer. 
.  ei  find 

.idom*<t  thy  wind  ; 
tti«^  Ui'Uiinng  Heaven  remove, 
o1ieit?ide«  of  lovo  ' 
.aal  ■     '     '   1  tITt, 

gl  htintl ! 

ewi^jt^'  v-iMv-^  thy  sway, 

rr'n  prood  weal  i  i  der  wit  obey, 

mindful  ot  :  .,  trust, 

bt  baaiity  to  be  Jiut. 
gfawm  wirh  itrietcal  eare  employ ; 
^vortUlets  joy  t 
rward  fooL 


n  iiic  iJiitiiiiii  ^1 


1.13   iimc 


ule  : 


iHil  tnaam  annratv  tier  own  fault**^  In  find, 
p  wun  bt  «o«|i]»ti««  to  tbtfiii»lve«  be  litbd, 
i4nJ1  IkOiida'^  duvms  improve  aumkuid. 


Tif»  YoDtG.  At-nioa.' 


§r^  tl»r  p«:4»»nf.  In 

Im  mral  Aip- 
4  witit  tiMi  koriu 

!rtlt« 

hU 
mill^QBt  IIA  Ma  rialng  tttiul ; 
iin<«m*  be  dig;a  Ihr  golden  mine, 
«1  M-pa  tlic  ooir.&itiiid  ruby  shine. 
!  thick  dnuila  tnmde  the  ^Wie^* 
Mv  tb*  MUcrva,  kigb  ibe  wave*  ame ; 


ibc  b(iaa»v4iiaDcni» 
a4«id  nnmi«0ta  m  hh 


iriclin'd  to  roam, 
L'ful  home, 
.K-crin  yiclda^ 
y  fidda ; 

'V, 

;...  ^..^Mfwn  play; 
mil. 


Slek'uLDg  vi'Uh  fear,  he  long«i  to  view  tlic  !dK»re» 
Aiid  vows  to  truHt  tJie  ruithles^  deep  no  more. 

So  the  young  Author,  pnntinj?  aflcf  fame. 
And  the  l(*n|*  hononT'i  ofn  |j>etin(;  luunCv 
Intr  t'mdi 

Ml'  svjw  or  wind. 

"  ioi,  v.- UM  i.,.,-,-! ■       1  iv-  h«  cfie-^, 

**  For  wealth  or  tith',  peri  III     ;  1 1^' ; 

**  While  I  those  transiton  Ml     i;';.;>  lieorii, 

"  Secure  of  praise  from  ngesi  yet  unborn," 

This  tbought  once  form 'd,  all  counsel  comes  too  late* 

He  flieM»  to  press,  and  hurries  on  hln  fate ; 

Swiftly  be  sees  the  imagLn'd  laurels  spread. 

And  fecJs  the  unfiiding  wreath  surround  his  head, 

Wnni'd  by  another'^  fate,  vain  youths  be  wise, 

Tho*e  dream-i  were  Settle's  once,  and  Ogilliy\. 

Tlje  pamphlet  spread*,  ince^ant  hisses  fibc, 
To  some  retreat  the  baflled  writer  fi'iv^  % 
Vi%cti:  no  sour  critic*  snarl,  no  ^  .^t^ 

Safe  frcnn  the  tort  lampoon  and  {  ; 

There  begs  of  lli'aven  a  le«  diMij«;,in-ii  n  iul. 
Glad  to  be  hid,  and  proud  to  be  forgot. 


ErrLoatJK    ixtejched  to  havk  beew  rpokxk    bt   a 
Ladt  wuu   was  to   rEEMjyATK    THE    Ghovt  or 

IlXKMlOKK.* 

Ye  blooming  train,  who  give  despair  or  joy. 
Bless  wiib  a  smile,  or  witli  a  frown  destroy  ; 
In  whose  fair  cheeks  destructive  Cupids  wait. 
And  with  unerring  shafts  distribute  fate  ; 
Whose  snowy  breasts,  who*e  ttnimsted  eyes. 
Each  youth  admirts,  though  each  adruirer  dies; 
Whilst  you  deride  thuir  pangs  in  barb'rous  play, 
Unpitying  see  them  weep,  and  hear  them  pray, 
And  unrelenting  sport  ten  thousand  lives  away  ; 
For  you.  ye  fair,  1  quit  the  gloomy  plaiiiv 
Where  sjdd^  night  in  all  her  horror  reigns ; 
No  fragrant  bowers,  no  dt'ligbtfui  glades. 
Receive  the  unhappy  ghosts  of  scornful  maids. 
For  kind,  for  tender  nymphs  the  myrtle  blooms. 
And  weaves  her  bending  boughs  in  pleasing  glooms: 
Perennial  roses  deck  eaeh  purple  vole. 
And  scents  ambrosial  breathe  in  every  gale: 
Far  hence  are  banbh'd  vapours,  spleen,  and  tears 
Tea  scandal,  ivory  teeth,  and  languid  airs  : 
No  pug,  nor  favourite  Cupid  ihere  enjoys 
The  balmy  kiss,  for  which  poor  Thyrsis  dies ; 
Form'd  to  delight,  they  use  no  foreign  arms. 
Nor  torturing  whalebones  pinch  them  into  charms; 
No  conscious  blushes  theit:  their  cheeks  inflame^ 
For  those  who  feel  no  guilt  can  know  no  shame ; 
Unfaded  still  their  former  charms  they  shew. 
Around  them  pleasures  wait,  and  joys  for  ever  new. 
But  cruel  virgins  meet  severer  fttes : 
Kvpcll'd  and  exiled  from  the  blissful  xeats. 
To  duftnal  realms,  and  regions  void  of  peace, 
Where  furies  ever  howl,  apr'  ^m-—  ii<    1    - 
O'er  the  sad  plains  perpet* 
And  poisonous  vapours  bla- 
With  Itvui  hue  the  fairest  face  ci'erc«s' 
And  every  befiuty  withers  at  the  bla-si  : 


>  Samo  ytmns  lAitlri  «l  LirljOfild  hsvliiK  pnnpowd  to 
act  "  Th«  DUlr«t*4^(l  Mother,"  Johoioa  wrote  diiU,  and 
asvp  ii  to  Ml,  U«ctur  to  coav«)'  It  privately  to  Uiteni. — 
iloswtiu 


Where'er  they  fly  their  loveri*  gliocts  pursue* 

Inflicting aU  ihoui  ills  which  ovuie  tlicy  knew; 

VvxaUrtix,  Fury,  JeAlousy,  Despair, 

Vtfx  ev'ry  eye,  and  cv'ry  bosom  tear  ; 

Their  foul  defonnitica  by  all  de»cri(!d. 

So  maid  to  flatter,  and  no  paint  to  hide. 

'nien  melt,  re  fair,  while  clouds  around  you  sigh, 

Nor  let  disdain  sit  louring  in  your  eye ; 

With  pity  M)flun  every  awful  grace, 

And  ht»auty  smile  au-spiciouK  in  each  face  ; 

To  caie  their  pains  exert  your  milder  power, 

Su  shall  yoM  guiltless  reign,  and  all  mankind  adore. 

The  two  years  which  he  sjwntnt  hoine^  after 
his  return  fnjtu  Stourbridge,  he  ptissed  in  what 
he  thought  idk^ness,  Eintl  w^^s  scolded  by  his 
fiUher  for  his  want  of  Neatly  apnlication. '  He 
had  no  settled  plan  of  life,  nor  looked  forward 
ttt  all»  but  merely  lived  from  day  to  day.  Yet 
L«  read  a  <^eat  deal  in  a  desultory  manner, 
without  any  scheme  of  atiidy,  as  chaiice  threw 
books  in  his  xray,  and  inclination  directed  hrin 
through  them.  He  used  to  mention  one  curious 
instance  of  his  csusual  reading,  when  but  a  boy. 
Having  ioitt^ued  that  his  brother  hiul  hitl  jwnue 
applt.'?!  Udiind  a  larj^c  folio  u[)on  an  up|>cr  shelf 
in  his  fathiir's  shop,  he  climbed  up  to  seareh  for 
than.  U'herc  were  no  a[iip^e8 ;  hut  the  large 
folio  prf>ved  lo  ho  Petrarch,  whom  he  ha<i 
«iM?n  raenltoned,  in  some  prefacoi  as  one  of  the 
restorers  of  learning.  His  curiosity  haFint? 
I»een  thus  cxeited,  lie  sat  down  with  avidity 
and  read  a  great  part  of  the  book.*  What  he 
i^ad  rlurlng  the^e  two  ye.ars,  he  told  me^  was 
not  works  of  mere  amusement,  "  not  %'oyaa[e» 
bnd  trnvela,  but  all  literature^  Sir,  all  atic  ient 
writers,  all  manly ;  though  but  little  Greek, 
only  aonie  of  Anaereon  and  Ileeiod :  but  in 
this  irregukr  manner,"  added  he,  "I  had  looked 
into  a  great  many  booka,  which  were  not  com- 
monly known  iit  the  universities,  where  ihey 
tM.ddom  read  any  Imm^Li  Imt  what  are  f»ut  into 
their  hand*  by  their  tutors;  so  that  when  T 
fame  to  Oxford,  Dr.  Atbrn^s  now  nutster  of 
I'endjrijke  Colliige,  tohl  me,  I  was  the  best 
fpudified  for  the  university  that  btt  had  ever 
knowti  eome  there." 

In  ei<tmiating  the  progi-css  ofhia  miud  during 
these  two  year*,  a»  well  as  In  future  [jeriods  of 
hiH  life,  we  must  not  reg.'in!  his  own  hnijity  cou- 
feAsion  of  idleness  ;  for  we  sec,  when  he  explains 
himself,  that  he  wits  twquiring  various  stores ; 
and*  indeed,  he  himself  eoniduded  the  tu'rount 
wfilh  saying,  "  1  would  not  have  you  think  1 


»  tl*>i 

haanl  In 


1  lAwkini 
I  iHi'tk,  and 
Muri'lirnciil 

'»  Omnut 
Ititnitcv     wild     iLallittl. 


was  doin^  nothing  then."  He  m\gh 
have  studied  more  assiduously  ;  but 
doubted,  whether  such  a  mind  as  hi 
more  enriched  by  roaming  at  large  i 
of  literature^  than  if  14  had  been  04 
any  single  spot.  The  luaalogy  ht^t 
wnd  mind  is  very  general,  and  the  pi 
hold  as  to  their  food,  as  well  as  any  ( 
ticular.  The  flesh  of  animals  who 
cursively  is  allowed  to  have  a  highi 
than  that  of  thijse  who  are  cooped  ; 
there  not  be  the  «une  difler^nce  bet! 
who  read  its  their  taste  prompts,  and 
are  confm«d  io  celld  and  colleger 
tasks? 


CHAPTER  m. 
1728—1731. 


EHtrr$  Pomhroit  Colk^t^  Oxford.— Ifit 
—  7^^  **  Mdrbid  Meiaacho/y  "  inttrtin 
lultM  Ptiye*  Mitnak. —  Courtc  ofJtt 
CdUfft. 

That  a  man  in  Jlr.  Michael  Joh 
cumslances  should  think  of  sending, 
the  expensive  univers^ity  of  Oxford,  \ 
charge,  seems  very  improbable.  If 
was  too  delicate  to  qui*Jstion  Johnii 
but  I  have  been  assured  by  Dr.  Til 
the  scheme  never  would  have  tiifccaj 
not  a  gentleman  of  Shropshire,  one  of 
fellows,  spontnueouslv  undertaken  ! 
him  at  Oxford,  in  tfie  ebaraeter  d 
panlon  \  though,  in  fact,  he  never  nj 
assistance  whatever  from  t^t  gentle 

He,  however,  went  lo  Oxlord,  an 
tered  a  commoner  of  Pembroke  Coll 
31st  of  Octolicr,  172S,  being  Uien  il 
teenth  year. 

The  Kcvervnd  Dr.  Adams,  who 
presided  hmqt  Fenibroko  Colh'ge  wi( 
esteem,  told  me  he  wa«  present,  an 
some  account  of  what  passed  on  t| 
Johnson's  arrival  at  Oxhjrd.  On  tl 
hb  father,  who  had  anxiously  accom 
found  means  to  have  him  introdu 
Jorden,  who  was  to  be  his  tutor. 
put  under  any  tutor,  reminds  us  of 
sayj^of  Koljert  Burton,  author  of  the 
of  Melancholy,"  when  elected  studei 


of  clttiiT    Bojwfll     or    HawkJnj.      T-orl/el 
t'luliirorilty   twenty  Tnontl>»    hfjim   itnd  twe 

HT-iti^hs    .jf,',rr    ,Trfiii«;fTn.      Aiu!.    on    n-frrrnri' 
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efciovli ;  **  (or  (orvan  Kikc,  though  he  irantcd  ru}t 

t    /m/k^r,    L.'    WW    iMil     nn.li-r    the    tuitioU  of  Dr» 

''iiliop  of*  Ox  nil,"' 

ill  <if*  tLo  merits  of 

iwii  uiiii  tiit:  L'uiiJi«uiy  he  wius  a  good 

and  a  poeL,  and  wrote   J^atin  vui^cs. 

Hit  6i;|UJV  aail  inanntfr   apfMS&rcd  iilrange  to 

illflBi  ;  bat  lie  beliuTtM  iuodG5tl)%  and  sat  silent, 

ocfunrod    in   the 

^MRK  of  rcmrci-  uddenly  struck  in 

^m1  OBNiteii  Abcroui  us  ;  ajjri  tbu^  be  gavc  the 

^     of  lluit  more  extensive  reading 

\»  had  indulged  himself. 

Hit  loUir,  3lr,  J<mlcn\  follow  of  Pembroke, 

■taoL  It  -i-rui',  a  mil*  vC  aach  ahlliriea  as  we 

the  instructor  of 

i  irit^  tlitf  followiDg 

uf  iuui ;  — 

He  w«i  %  r«7  warthr  man,  but  a  beavj 

I  did   t«il  (yrfifit  nmeh  by  his  in- 

Indoodf    1  did  not  attend  him 

■■rfi      Tbefimtday  i\^''  i- 1 

wtkuiil  apoo  hitD,  and  ir. 

Ob  die  sixth,  Mr,  JorUi  i.  ...-rv...  .,,..  ^mt  i  Lad 

Ml  «iletid«!«L      I  ati!<wcred,  I  had  b<iM?n  sliding 

m  ChrUt-chuT^'h  mririnv       And  this  1  said 

1  aiu  now  talking 

It  I  was  wnjii^  or 

—  BaswELi-     '*  That, 

r>f  mind."  — Joitnson. 

ftt  thitt  time  kept 

roke  College,  and 

the  diiy   were  rH' 

to  juirform  his, 

i :  fur  his  vivacity 

r, M,r,.    would 

Mibliuie 


M  ll|i{,  in 


TT|»on  the  Gunpotrdcr  Plcit.  To  Apologise  for 
hh  ne'.'1<'<'t  ^i<'  I'lvi^  ni  r,  ^hort  copy  of  vcrsen, 
exititl  r^  a  cdtiiiiion  thought 

"that  to  him  in  hia  sleep 

and  whi»|»ered,  that  it  did  not  beeomo  him  to 
write  on  such  snbjects  of  politico  ;  he  Khould 
confine  hiuiaelf  to  hunihler  themes;"  but  the 
vermfioation  tkos  truly  Virpban. 

He  had  a  love  and  respect  for  Jonlen,  nut 
for  his  literftture  ^  but  for  bin  worth.  "  When- 
ever," said  he,  "a young  man  becomes  Jorden's 
pupil,  he  becomes  his  son." 

ilaving  given  such  a  specimen  of  his  poetical 
powers,  be  was  u?ked  by  Mr.  JonJen  to  trans- 
late Pope's  ]VIes?iah  into  Latin  verse,  ti»  a 
Christmas  exercise.*^  He  p<"rforme<l  it  >vith 
uncommon  rapidity,  and  in  so  masterly  a  mun- 
ner,  that  he  oblAined  jpcat  applause  from  it, 
which  ever  after  kept  >um  hi^i^h  ni  the  estima- 
tion of  his  coUegt*,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  uni- 
veraity. 

It  is  said,  that  Mr.  Po]K!  expressed  himself 
concerning  it  in  terms  of  strong  approbation. 
Dr.  Taylor  told  me,  that  it  wns  first  prinU'd 
t\>r  old  Mr,  Johnson,  without  the  kuuwiedge  of 
his  son,  wLo  was  very  angry  when  he  heiird  of 
it.  A  Miscellany  of  Poeiu}«,  foUected  by  a 
person  of  the  name  of  lluslmnls,  wus  pub- 
lished at  Ox  ford  in  1  "n  I .  "^  In  f  ?  '  .my, 
Johnson*?  Transibition  of  the  Mr  iied» 
with  this  modest  motto  from  Scidl|iei'i»  I'vjettc^, 
•^^  J^T  alicito  mgenio  ptH'iay  cj  sua  tantum  rcr«- 
Jicator.'' 

1  am  not  ignorant  that  crlticji]  object  ions 
have  been  ma<le  to  tlu»  and  other  speeiuiens  of 
Johnson's  Latin  pcMt'try.  I  a*'knowleH^'e  my* 
(Milf  not  competent  to  decide  on  a  queftion  of 
such  extreme  nicety.     But  I  am  eatislied  with 


Plocxt,  he  iNiiffiiiMl  xffVf  h^urtlly  1  hU  own  Intolt^ficp,  snil  uttil 


•fftl  lo  Mjr,  **  He  «e«.rcrljr  knrw  a  notm  from 

SiMi'i.*        jMhii.-.M  t'4.|   Mr    \\  iii.;l;Mtn  llirtl 

111-  iit'VLT   i|i«i)t   a 


<ii^  (>iib;i,tiril  till    t^iTtt)-'-!!!!'  )riJ»    Lilri,  wlirli  U  u^i 

la  thn  G<vi^  J^<V<  tor  iJtvi  with  Johiuou't  niun».  _ 


the  just  and  <li8criininntivc  culo^  pronouncod 
upou  it  by  my  friend  Air.  Courlcnay. 

**  Anil  wuh  tike  ease  his  vivid  Unci  assamu 

The  garb  and  dignity  of  ancit.'Dt  Rome'. 

Lcl  colJcge  versc-tnori  iTite  coiiceSts  eiprcss 

Trick'd  out  in  splendid  slirt'ds  of  Virgil's  dress; 

Kfom  playful  Ovid  cull  the  liitsd  p1)rii««;^ 

And  v.ipid  norioas  hitch  in  pilfcr'd  lays 

Then  with  muuiic  art  the  pi(*ce  combine, 

And  boA&t  the  glitter  of  ench  dulcet  line: 

Johnson  adventur'd  boldly  to  tmn^fusc 

His  vigurouf  <^c'ii!»e  into  tlie  Latin  muse ; 

Aspir'd  to  shine  by  utireflceteil  light. 

And  with  a  Roman's  ardour  think  and  write 

He  felt  the  tuneful  Nine  his  breast  inspire^ 

And.  like  s  nia^Ktcr,  wak'd  the*  soothini^  Iyr«  : 

Harntiun  Ktralus  n  grateful  heart  proclnifn, 

While  8ky'«  wild  rock.*  resound  hts  Tliralia's  name.' 

Hcsperiu's  plant,  in  some  less  skilfuli  haiidsi, 

To  bloom  a  irhile^  faetitious  heat  demand*: 

Though  jjlowing  Maro  a  faint  narmth  iUppUes, 

The  sickly  blc^som  in  the  hol-houMr  die^  : 

By  Johnson's  g>L;ntal  culture,  art,  and  toil, 

Its  root  strikes  deep,  and  owns  the  fostering  soil ; 

Imbibes  our  sun  through  all  ilH  swelling  vein*. 

And  groira  a  native  of  Britannia's  pljtim."  ' 

The  "  morbid  ruclancholy*"  which  was  lurk- 
ing iii  his  conatitutioiii  and  to  which  wc  may 
as(Tibc  those  pwticularities,  and  that  aversjuii 
U)  rcguhir  life,  which  at  a  very  early  period 
luarktid  his  character,  gathered  such  strength 
in  his  twentieth  year,  a^  to  afflict  liiin  in  a 
dreadful  inanner.  While  he  wa^  at  LiLihfield, 
in  the  college  vjication  ^  of  the  year  1729,  he 
fett  hi  in  selfotrer  whelmed  with  a  homble  hypo- 
chondria, with  perpetual  irritation^  frctfulness, 
and  impatience  ;  and  with  a  dejection,  gloom, 
und  dejspair,  which  made  existence  misery. 

From  this  dinual  malady  ho  never  afterwardd 
was  perfectly  relieved,  ajid  uU  hia  labours,  und 
idl  hia  enjoyments,  were  but  temporary  inter- 
ruptions of  its  baleful  iufluencc.  IIow  won- 
derful, how  unsearchable  are  the  ways  of  God! 
Johu*on»  who  wjia  blessed  with  all  the  powers  of 
genius  and  understanding  in  a  degree  far  above 
the  ordinary  6t4ite  of  human  natuiv,  wais  at  the 
same  time  viaia^i  willi  a  disorder  so  afEicdve^ 
that  they  who  know  it  by  dire  experience  will 
not  envy  his  exnlted  endowments.  That  it 
was,  in  Kome  deji^rec,  occasioned  by  a  defect  in 
his  nervous  *yslcm,  tJint  inexplicable  part  of 
our  frnme,  uppeiira  liighly  probable,  lie  told 
Mr.  Furndii^e  *  thtit  he  was  sometimea  ao  lan- 
guid and  inelBcieut,  that  he  could  not  distin- 
guish the  hour  u|Kjn  the  town-clock. 

Johnson,  upon  the  drat  violent  attack  of  thta 


•  Smfott. «  Sept.  1773.  ttat  CKIe  to  Mn.  Tbrala,  wrtttsa  in 
"   ^  '  ifeniry  and    Mrtml  Chftr^fttr 

"•  1.   )    -  t"u(ih,l.n. 


disorde^r,  strove  to  overcome  it  by 
ert.ions.     He  fretjuently  walked  to 
ham  ami  back  again,  and  tried  luany 
petlients,  but  all  in  vain,     llitii  exproi 
ccrning  it  to  mc  was,  "  I  did  not  t\ 
how  to  manage  it."     His  distreea 
intolerable,  that  he  applied  to  Dr. 
physician  in  Lidifield,  his  poil-falht 
into  Ids  hands  a  state  of  hia  case, 
Latin.    Dr.  Swinfen  was  so  much  et 
tbe  extraordinary  acuteness,  researcl 
quence  of  this  paper,  tliat  in  his  zi 
jjodson  he  showed  it  to  several  |>e< 
daughter,    Mrs.  Desmoulins,  who 
years  humanely  supported  in   Dr. 
bouse  in  London,  t«ld  me,  that  upon 
vering  that  Dr.  Swinfen  hnd  comtl 
his  case,  be  was  so  much  offended  thjj 
never  afterwards  fully  reconciled  to  i 
indeeci  had  good  reason  to  be  oflfel 
though  Dr.  Swinfen's  motive  was  goa 
considerately  betrayed  a  mjitler  dca 
estitig  and  of  great  delicacy,  which 
intrusted  to  bioi  in  confidence ;  and  i 
complaint  of  his  youn^  friend  und 
which,  in   the  superficial  opinion  of 
rality  of  mankind,  is  attended  with 
and  disgrace. 

But  let  not  little  men  triumph  tipod 
that  Johnson  was    an  IItpochonij" 
subject  to  what  the  learned,  philowif 
pious   Dr.  Cheyne  has  so  well   trea' 
the  title  of  "  the  English  Malady." 
he  suffered  severely  from  it,  he  wilB 
fore  degraded.     The  powers  of  hb  | 
might  be  troubled,  and  their  full  exf 
pended  at  times ;  but  the  mind  itsci 
entire.     As  a  proof  of  this,  it  is  onl^ 
to  consider,  timt,  when   he  was    a 
worst,  he  composed  that  state  of  hii 
which  showed  an  uncommon  vigoui 
of  fancy   and  tastd,  but  of  judgme 
aware  that  be  himself  was  too  rewly 
a  complaint  by  the  luunc  of  madnes 
formity  with  which  notion,  he  has 
gradations,  with  exquisite  nicety,  in 
chapters  of   Ids    KasskLu&s.  ^       Bi 
surelv  a  clear  distinction  between 
whicfi  atreet^  only  the  imagination 
while  the  iudgment  is  sound,  and 
by  which  the  judgment  itself  is  imp: 
distinction  was  mude  to  me  by  th 
fessor  Gaubius  ^  of  Leyden,  physi 
Priuce  of  Orange,  in  a  conversati 
had  with  him  several  years  ago, 
ponded  it  thus:  "If,'*  said  he,  "j 


brcvme  iriUmole  i*llh  Jotin«<in  In  1h*i 

t>t«ctiir'*  lift' V  will  .1   ii.riiktii  r  ••(   hi.   I'\>r«, 


ur  David  riaiil>hi»  «'u  bnm  tH  llohj 
II  I7WI.  lrj|»liijr  •••¥cr«l  iiir«^»rli.t  of  i 


tl«n  frroaitr  ]>.irt  <;ii  ju  •  l.'i<  i.i  i.i'iui'iii ;  I'.i  tiif  Jii^  r.^ry  -'iri  i'  •       a  (rinwittiun  ittiu  iCnuiUh  of  iit*  "  (qMIi 
«rr  whli:b  he  wu  |(«rjKr4illy  kiw}«rn  atid  lil|flily  cilcemt^iL    H«  |  MrillcliidU*' afiHiflrm  In  i7T9<  —  W 
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hi!  id  grIe%*oiial7  dUi 


that  Ue 

,L  I  lie  &.aue  time 

I  pronoimcc  liiui 

II  ;  but  If  a 

I  in  conster- 

II,  I  pronoun ti3 


IVVS    t'*    l«-    til 


f  of  low  spirits  or  rae- 
who  arc  atlH<-teri  with 
ictuollj  fiilUTiiip  tllt3^e 
bu  mwt  strongly  pre- 
Some    have  iiuicied 
ivcil  of  the  une  of  tUoir 
9fb;:u'  lo   luluiur  under  acute   diacaics, 
rt   !/i  U-  in   rxrnuK*   iHjTortj ;    wbon,  ill 
thcrr  WSJ  not  ilif  I*?a«t  rciuity  in  any  of 
sttpposilions ;   so  thut,  wlieti   tb**  vapours 
iBTt  itfpieilol,  ih4?y  wt-re  con  v  laced  of  the 
To  Jolifi^tjit,  wbo<;c  supriJine  enjo^- 
Clie  cxcrcitc  of  his  rL'a-^on,  ihc  dis- 
-„   .  ^^.  ,.-    ;..,.   ..»'  tlijii  faculty  wua 
Insnnily,  tbcre- 
i.iost  disrTuil  appre- 
lon  :  an*  I  I  bintsfU'  sehad  by  it, 

proichji.  (he  very  time  when  be 

ipring    iiriMiJs  ol'  a.   raorc  than   ordiniiry 
i»in«»»  and  >igour  of  judpuent.     That  his 
iijM*ajMM  iuiji'jiMtitiun  should   hjive  so  far 
irxyi'rr*^  h\m  »^  t-trjiriwi^:  but  it  ii  stranger  still 
jjb  .        .      ;;„^y|,|  liuve  given 

rr  'U.  when  they  hwl 

ftkrh  ur.oiiii  •    *   My  falla- 

litou:.  ii«^  thiit 

«rbt)  W'  '    -in'-C 


n[5prr^^mn  and  diFtnif'tion  of  » 

'ull 


tbt 


ui«De«! 

.      ,  _    .ItT 

^KTWt,  jAAlm^m,  iti    h 

.  u.ii>i    in  his 

MTVfWtion,  n^v»'r   f: 

pljiy  all   the 

^^M^M    ttf  iutdlectuui    •• 

\;r'i-iit  lice.       In  bis 

^■ft  tkrmtgb  lbi«  worbl  to  a  better,  bis  iniud 

kl«  1*1^  pminnttL  w  ;•  Rnwflt'i  t>-\-',n  for  con- 
^^ — |-  af  Ht.  }i  4  In  p.  9, 


oregulon«lly  AlllkU-il  vrldi  thb 

^_ of  «lMA«ti  ■    ^  .    <^«^. 

,4^  o»«  '•  ITfj— t-— I''  '  di- 


still Appeared  prnnd  and  brilliant,  and  impressed 
ftJI  aruuiid  him  with  the  truth  wi  Wi-^Vis  noble 
sentiment  — 

♦•  lifneuM  eat  oUis  vigor  tt  tttit$tit  onjfO.**  * 

The  hiktory  of  his  mind  aa  U>  religion  a  fin 
importjint  article.  I  have  mentioned  the  early 
impreseious  mode  u{>on  hh  toiiikT  inuigtnation 
by  his  mother,  who  continued  her  pious  care* 
with  a.><siduity,  biit^  in  kii$  opinion,  not  with 
judgment.  "Sunday^"  said  he,  "was  a  heavy 
day  to  we  when  1  was  a  boy.  Aly  mother 
coufinetl  me  on  that  day,  and  made  me  read 
*  The  W^bole  Duty  of  Man,'  from  u  great  part 
of  which  I  could  derive  no  instruction,  Wlicn, 
for  instance,  I  bad  read  the  chaptex  on  tlicft, 
which  from  my  infancy  I  bad  been  taupbt  waa 
wrong,  I  was  no  more  convinced  that  theft  was 
wrong  than  before ;  ao  there  was  no  aceesaion 
of  knowledge.  A  boy  t^hould  be  introduced  to 
such  books,  by  liaring  hia  attention  directctl  to 
the  arnmgement,  to  the  style,  and  other  cx- 
cellencieis  of  composition  \  that  the  niin<l  l>ciM{^ 
thua  engaged  by  an  amusing  variety  of  objecta, 
may  not  grow  weary." 

He  cxjxnmunicated  t43  me  the  following  par- 
ticulars upon  the  aubject  of  his  religious  pro- 
gruas: — "  I  fell  into  an  inattention  to  religion^ 
or  an  indifierence  alK>ut  it,  in  my  ninth  year. 
Tlic  church  at  Lichfield,  in  which  we  bod  a 
seat,  wanted  reparation*,  so  I  was  to  go  and 
find  A  sent  in  other  churches ;  and  havin^^  but! 
eyes,  and  bt'ing  awkward  about  this,  I  used  to 
;ru  and  read  in  tlie  fields  on  Siuiday.  Tliis* 
habit  continued  till  wy  fourteenth  year ;  and 
still  I  ftnd  a  ♦'jeat  reluctance  to  p;(»  to  church* 
I  then  became  a  sort  of  lax  talker  against  re- 
ligion, for  I  did  not  much  ihinh  against  it ; 
and  this  lasted  till  I  went  to  OxfyiMl,  whwe  it 
wo\dd  not  be  suffered.  When  at  Oxford,  I 
took  up  *  Law's^  Serious  Cnll  to  a  Holy  Life,' 
expcctmg  to  find  it  a  ilull  Iniok  (as  «ucn  books 

feneraUv  are),  and  perhaps  lo  laugh  at  i|-     But 
found  Law  ciuite  an  ovenuatch  for  me  ;  aiid 
this  wa5  the  iirst  occasion  of  my  Lbinking  in 


ttiF  r:uthf.«r  nt  l^^  h.-rt   Frmrh  n-Tnrdy  nftrr  Mr^^t'^rr,  vrtt 
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■11-' 


,  Hid   I  liirr 

9m^  vd  W^hm 


_  Fr\*iB  thr  (< 


lint  of  thv  t 


KMS.  antvrnt.  In    )70!V,  nf  K.tti. 


It  Ktuf'i  CUirtf.  hit  nante  pliiec.    ttc  «Uod  In  I7GI 


tsPS-T^r. 


^ 


16 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOIMSON. 


earnest  of  religion,  after  I  beeiime  c«pttble  of 
rrtliinijil  cnfjuiry.**'  From  this  time  fonvnTd 
rfliijioii  was  the  predominant  object  of  his 
tlioiights ;  thougli,  with  the  just  sentiments  of 
u  conwieri lions  Christian,  he  lamented  that  his 
pmetirc  of  ila  duties  fell  far  shurt  of  what  it 
mi^^it  to  be. 

Thh  instance  of  a  mind  such  as  that  of 
Jrtlmtion  h»;in^'  fir^t  tliB|K>8cd4  bv  an  unexpect4.nl 
incident^  to  think  with  an^iiety  of  the  mo- 
uientoua  concerns  of  eternity,  and  of  "  whnt 
he  slxjidd  da  to  be  saved/'  may  for  ever 
be  producctl  in  opposition  to  the  superficial 
und  sotnctimes  profane  contempt  that  has  been 
thrown  upon  those  occaisional  impressions  wliieh 
it  iscertiun  many  Christians  hnve  cjipcricnced  : 
thouj^h  it  must  be  uckuowledged  that  weak 
fntnd«,  from  an  erroneous  snnpositioa  that  no 
muu  is  in  a  state  of  grace  woo  baa  not  felt  a 
piirticuliiT  conversion,  have,  in  some  cases^ 
brought  a  degree  of  ridietde  upon  tbeni ;  a 
ridirule,  of  which  it  is  inconsiderate  or  unfair 
to  make  a  general  applieution. 

How  Bcriouslj^  Johnson  was  inifvressed  with 
a  sense  of  religion,  even  in  the  vigour  of  his 
youth*,  appears  from  the  folhiwing  passage  in 
his  minutes  kept  by  way  of  diary: —  "  Sept.  7. 
17.*J6.  I  have  this  day  entered  upon  my  28th 
year.  ^Liyest  lhou,'0  God*  enable  me,  for 
ijesus  Christ*s  snke,  to  sjiend  this  in  sucJi  a 
manner,  that  1  may  receive  comfort  irom  it  at 
the  hour  of  death,  and  in  tlie  day  of  judgment! 
Amen.*' 

The  particular  course  of  his  reading  while  at 
Oxfor<i,  and  during  the  time  of  vacation  which 
he  passed  at  home,  cannot  be  traced. '  Enough 
has  been  said  of  his  iiTcpilar  mode  of  study. 
Ue  told  me,  that  from  his  earliest  years  he 
loved  to  read  [loctry,  but  hardly  ever  read 
any  jKn'm  to  an  end  ;  that  he  re;wl  Shakspeare 
at  ft  period  so  early,  that  tlie  sjwech  of  the 
ghoftt  io   Hamlet  terrified  hina  when  he  was 


alone ;  that  Horace's  odes  were  fhe 
tions  in  which  he  took  most  deligW 
was  long  licforc  be  liked  liia  Lpi 
Satires,  He  told  me  wliat  he  read  , 
Oxford  was  Greek  ;  not  the  Gi*eeinn] 
but  Homer  and  Earipidt's,  and  now 
a  little  Epigram ;  that  the  Ftudv  of 
was  the  most  fond  was  meljiphysics,  b 
not  read  much,  even  in  that  way. 
thought  that  he  did  himself  injw 
account  of  what  he  had  reitd,  and  th 
have  been  speaking  with  referenw: 
portion  of  studj  which  is  posjiible,  an 
a  few  scholars  m  tlie  whole  histttry  of 
have  attiune«l ;  for  when  I  once 
whether  a  person,  whose  name  1  hav< 
gotten,  studied  hard,  he  answerccit  * 
I  do  not  believe  he  studie^i  hard. 
knew  a  man  who  studied  hard.  I 
indeetl,  from  the  eirects,  that  »i>me  ] 
Ktudied  hanlf  as  Bentlcy  and  Clarke, 
him  by  that  criterion  upon  wliieh 
his  judgment  of  others,  we  may  be 
certain,  Ivoth  from  his  writings  find  h 
satton,  that  hi*  reading  was  very  i 
Dr.  Athim  Smith,  than  whom  few  w| 
judges  ^  on  this  subject,  once  ohsenj 
that  **  Johnson  knew  more  bo*iks  thai 
alive."  He  had  a  neculior  fac^ihty  | 
at  once  what  was  vafualde  in  any  bod 
submitting  to  the  ialwur  of  ^jenisifl 
beginning  to  end.  He  had,  from  the  i 
of  his  constitution,  at  all  times,  an  i 
and  hurry  when  he  either  read  or  ' 
certain  apprehension  arising  from  no 
him  write  his  first  exercise  at  col 
over ;  but  he  never  took  that  iroubl 
other  composition;  and  we  shall  » 
most  excellent  works  were  struck  ol 
with  rapid  exertion.*' 

Yet  he  appears,  froni  his  «itr1i 
memorandums  in   mj  posseaaioni  i 


I  Mr».  l*i..?f  I  IkSs  ffiren  i\  iitrikiiiCfi'  f:iriij!fi<Ml  nrcminf  ol  the      linii  uf  Mr   .lohuicni'*  feilh  In  rhri»iituiiti'.  lie 
ri;-  ;••■■•  ro  It  !   Mrs.  ''' 

A  liitik  Dr.  Joh 

r  .,  •  i  I     ,     "  Stct  pro  rnt^ 

J  H.'  ?K.i*  rhi*n  inarrfL>d And  r.^i^ltnt  .it  Hili. 

*  Sopo»/i',  p.  13.  n.  !. 

*  ThniK'h  two  or  tlhTr•^  of  hf«  HfT***  nr*-  i 
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IlkMI, , 
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ftlteiapted,  or  Hi  Ica^t  phinncd,  a 
■eiluiBcA!  r«m!T«o  of  stiirly,  »cconii»»g  to  com- 
p«talj>r>'  til  lii!«  life  fond,  nj 

H  ftxfi  lyupoii  Hoiiiething 

wilkou  :  hi^  lulnd  fmni  preying 

rl   I'  f\nd  in  hts  hnndvrriting 

nutu^-^L  ...  ,i..-v,  ifi  ea<fi  of  two  of  Euri- 
piileft  THig«)diesw  of  ihe  Genn^ie^  ot'  Vlr^jil,  of 
ibe  ftnt  nz  books  of  the  jEiivul,  of  Iloruces 
Art  O^Portrji  of  ihrw  of  tliv  lKK.>ks  of  Ovid's 
Mrtwportiboattt  <>f  fome  ptu-ts  of  Theocntua^ 
iod  of  vac  tentix  Satlrv  of  Juvetmt ;  and  a 
UkUti^  ibuvtfig  At  Uic  rate  of  Yarious  numbers 
•  dij,  (I  snppcve,  verves  to  be  read,)  what  \ 
vpnld  Im».  in  pwh  pwc,  the  total  aniouct  in  a 

•  nlent  love  of  literature, 
1  it,  than  John.^n.     Ilia 
'  Colk'j::^  was  that  upon  | 
w'-i   .i>ri   the  {j.'iteway.     The  en- 
taming  will    ever  contemnlAte  it  ; 
'i,m       One    dny*   while    lie   was 
itf  alone,  Dr,  Paniing*,  then 
'■"jv,  whom  he  calle<l  **  a  fine 
hesrd  him  uttering  this 
t.-mphatic voice :  "Well, 
1  )mki^  A  Uki^d  Ut  e*  e  what  h  done  in  other 
wf  It^amJng.     ril  go  and  visit  the  uni- 
1*11  po  to  France  and  Italy. 
And  I'll  mind  my  bnsinesia. 
'  '     '  !      1  h  the  woi'st  of  all 

Johnson,  while  be 
t  'was  caressed  uud 

,     1  ";iv  ruirl  frolicaonie 

l>M«e<i  there  iK  piirt  of 

Mat  tliis  ii  A  stii  I        f  of  the 

zr  vf  ftpfMStraacWM*  and  how  iittie  ar;y  <  f  ii 

of  lb<!>  rral  tDUrnal  st-ate  e\'en  vi  Li]<   < 

we  cee  most  frequently  ;  for  the  truth 

1m*  waa  then  <lcprc^ded  by  poverty,  and 

br  diwaM;*     IVlien  I  mention^  to 


tfi» y^iipiM  MMl  UMitmtiom ;  *•  1784  _  I  rptolve to 
»  acHMMfv*  .  1  liopv  in  the  orlglitHl  lAnRUAgrt.    Six 

■wii  toi  •  x«w.^1ii9  pUn  whtrh  I  utnnt'J  fur 
■*'^  StiUftmv  wm»  to  nrnA  tlx  huttAttui  vprw-s  tii 
rw<Bi— il.  amA  ivo  tmodrM  In  ihn  Kvw,  crfrjr 
r^  %iT.  W.  Ii  ftOftfArt  tif  ■  *iib»raa»ni  paitaire 
•*  tmtd  tlM  nU  TMt.*iiir(it  III  lh«  Septuaamt 
Tlwvw  b  b^  IJ9CC  of  Ivu  h«Tlng  «tt«ni|if<<(l  H«btfw, 

dk4  ISth  Pvb.  1739  —  Crokkii, 
Hr,  AdMUi,  Miitl    Dr.  Jobn«ni*1 
bl»  "  Mam  ^  Ta§lc."  hu  tbe 

^«f  40  W(v4^nM4«  •rhnlan  trethe  w(>nt."_Bo»ittLL. 


roke 


~noa»  1  Od.  3io.  in. 


him  this  actount  a^  ^ren  roe  bv  Dr,  Adams, 
he  siud,  "  Ah,  Sir,  I  was  mad  and  violent.  It 
wa«  bitterness  wluch  they  nuistook  for  frolic. 
I  was  miserably  poor,  and  I  thoui;hl  to  fi^Lt  my 
way  by  niy  literature  and  my  wit ;  so  1  diwu- 
garded  oU  power  and  all  authority.'* 

The  Bishop  of  Dromorc  obeerveu  in  a  letter 
to  UR*,  **  The  pleasure  he  took  in  vexing  the 
tutors  and  fellows  hus  been  often  njentioaed. 
But  I  have  heard  him  say,  what  ought  to  be 
recorded  to  the  honojir  of  the  present  venerable 
master  of  that  college,  the  Reverend  ^^  iilidm 
Ailaina,  D.D.,  who  was  then  very  young*,  and 
one  of  the  junior  fellows  ;  that  the  mild  but  judi- 
cious eJt  post  Illations  of  this  worthy  man,  whose 
virtue  awed  him,  and  whose  learning  he  re- 
vered, made  him  really  ashamed  of  himself, 
*  though  I  fear  (said  he)  I  was  too  proud  to  own 
iL' 

**  I  have  heard  from  some  of  his  contenijio- 
raries  that  he  was  generally  seen  lounging  at 
the  college  gate,  witb  a  circJe  of  young  students 
round  him,  whom  he  was  entertaining  with  wit, 
and  keeping  from  their  atmlies,  if  not  (ipiriting 
them  up  to  rebellion  against  the  college  disci- 
pline, which  in  his  mature r  years  be  so  cuucb 
extolle*!."* 

He  very  earlj  began  to  attempt  keeping 
notes  or  memorandums,  by  way  ot  a  diary  of 
his  life.  I  find,  in  a  parcel  of  loose  leaves,  the 
following  spirited  resolution  to  contend  against 
his  natural  indolence:  "  Oc/.  17*29.  DenitliiS 
Videdtxi ;  itt/rrnin  intim  cotttihm  xuffhtm  jHtHthtic 
aurem  obverMtnis.  I  bid  farewell  to  Sloth, 
being  resolved  henceforth  not  to  listen  to  her 
syren  j^truins."  I  have  alpo  in  my  possession  u 
tew  leaves  of  another  LibvUmy  or  little  book, 
entitled  Annauis,  in  which  some  of  the  early 
particulars  of  bis  history  are  registered  in  Latin. 

I  do  not  find  that  he  formed  any  cloee  in- 
timacies witb  his  fellow- collegians.  But  Dr. 
Adams  told  me,  that  he  contracted  a  love  and 


ftt  nrtna  Tlntmqii 
Mfhu  «onAt  ? 
i  hauitum  ; 


ilaruiHiu  vu  iWiktil  «<:riiUiint  iiieiiura  Portv  ? 
tnifptilinn  Jubca»  puHor  t>auittj«  «Ut !  " 

No  wpDd«r  VirtfU  »A'! 

"  Anuf  and  the  Man  -A  Itti  vvin  I 

|(  our  poor  Miuft  il.' 

We  blame  tin?  craM>  t.ufirr  i  iiiin.i.v  <.f  tr  \ 

Sin,  trmild  you  hH*Ft' por^ic  gv>r)Uii  »li)iic. 

Give  al  ft  j[%>n«aoui  UoIicdd  uf  w  llir.  —  C. 


Aflotlhfir  tt  Id  •  graver  «Dd  t>c(t«r  ttjrie;  — 

"  AOJttfte  AoMi*  fMHio  jMTKi  artiM  Athm*.** 
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ivgnrfl  for  Pemhrokc  C«»IK'j^e,  wlik'li  he  re- 
tained lo  llic  Iftst.  A  slmrt  time  l^efore  his 
death  he  sent  Uy  that  collcgv  a  present  of  all 
his  works',  to  Ijc  •iepo^ito"!  in  t}»olp  librfiry  ! 
lind  he  ha<l  lhonj:!il5  of  Icuvinji  to  it  hi*  house  at 
Lichtield;  but  hia  fric'tub  who  were  about  hira 
very  prop*>rly    '  '    '•  him  from  it,  ami  he 

iWueathed  il  I  -rnrhitions.     He  took 

n  jileASure  in  bo.i  ^  ,i,^  ..i  the  many  '-"Uiinent  men 
wlio  had  been  mluratetl  at  Pfiubroke.  In  this 
list  :ire  found  the  mimes  of  Mr.  Hawkins  the 
Poetry  Protes^jr,  Mr.  Shenstone,  Sir  AViJ- 
liaiu  blaek-Htoiie,  and  other:i "  ;  not  forgetting 
the  celebrated  popular  preiicher,  Mr,  George 
Whitetield,  of  whom,  though  Dr.  Johiiiioti  did 
not  think  very  highly,  it  must  be  aeknowleged 
thsifc  his  elotiueuce  was  pjowerfiil,  his  views  pious 
and  charitable,  hia  assiduity  almost  incredible  ; 
and  that,  since  hia  death,  the  integrity  of  his 
cJuraeter  bw  been  fully  vindteated.  Being 
himself  a  poet,  Johnson  was  peculiarly  happy 
In  mentioning  how  many  of  the  sons  of  Pem- 
broke were  poets ;  adjiing,  with  a  sroile  of 
sportive  triumph,  "Sir,  we  ore  a  nest  of 
sUiging- birds." 

He  wiw  not,  however,  blind  to  what  he 
thought  the  defects  of  his  own  college :  and  I 
hftve,  from  the  information  of  Dr.  Taylor,  a 
vtrry  strong  inHt.in<*e  of  that  rigid  honesty  which 
be  ever  intlexibly  preserved.  Tuylor  had  ob- 
tained his  father's  ron^^nt  to  be  entered  of 
Pembrt^ke,  that  he  might  be  with  his  scliool- 
felluw  Johnson,  with  whom,  though  some  years 
ohler  than  him.*Jt?lf,  he  was  very  intimate.  This 
wuidd  hiive  been  a  great  comfort  to  Johnson. 
But  he  fairly  told  Taylor  that  he  couhl  not,  in 
conjicience,  suffer  him  to  enter  where  he  knew 
he  could  not  have  an  able  tutor.  He  then 
tnaile  enquiry  all  round  the  universrity,  and 
having  found  that  Mr.  Bateman,  of  Christ- 
ehurch,  was  the  tutor  of  highest  reputation, 
Taylor  Wfw  entered  of  that  college.  Mr. 
Bat^inman's  lertures  were  so  exceUent,  that 
Johnson  used  to  come  and  get  them  at  eecond- 
hantl  from  Taylor,  till  hisi  fjoverty  being  so 
extreme,  that  his  shoos  were  worn  out,  and  hia 
feet  appeared  through  them,  he  saw  that  this 
humiliating  eireunwtance  wa*  perceived  by  the 
Chri«t-clmreh  men,  and  he  came  no  more.  FIc 
wail  to*j  proud  to  w^cept  of  money,  and  »ome- 
IkhI  V  having  set  a  pair  of  new  shoes  at  his  dtx>r, 
he  threw  them  away  with  Indignation. '     How 


'  Dt.  Hall  HiTi,  "  rcrt»iiilr.  not  ali  ;  anJ  tlio«<»  *hlih  wt? 


rcttd^ri 


must  WW  fiM'l  when  wc 
of  Samuel  Joluvson  ! 

HiM    spirited    rcfugttl   of 
supply  of  shotin  arose,  no  doubt,  1 
pride.     Hut,  considering  his  aae« 
at    tiiLes,  tut  acknowledged   by  1 
MeditatiiHis,  and  th«'  r 
»onie  have  treated  the  ) 

racter,  I  !»houhi  not  w<.i ,,.  ,,i 

to  a  fu*inci|ileof  »u|)rr»lihouB  mc 

we  are  told  by  Turtiellinuai,  in  II 

Ignatim^  Loyola,  that  this  intrej 

the  order  ot  Jesuits,  when  be  n 

after  having  nunle  a  severe  pilgri 

j  the   eastern  dcs«M-tJS  persisted  11 

I  miserable  shuttorv^'d  gnoen,  and  w 

I  were  oflV'red  him,  rejeeted  them 

able  iadulgeiicc. 

The  /•(?.!  atig-Nstn  domi  preven 
I  having  the  advuntnge  of  a  eomph 
j  education.  Thu  fnend  *  to  H 
trusted  for  support  had  decciv 
debts  in  college,  though  not  gi 
crcji^ing ;  flii«i  his  sejmty  rem 
Liehfiefd,  whieh  hml  all  along  In 
great  dilliculty,  could  be  suppU 
mn  father  having  iallen  into  ft  1 
veney.  ComiK?lled,  therefore,  1 
necessity,  he  left  the  college  in  I 
without  a  degree,  having  been  Ri 
little  more  than  three  yenrs.* 

Dr,  AdamHi,  the  worthy  an 
master  of  Pembroke  College,  hm 
the  reputation  of  l>eing  Johnxtm' 
fact,  liowever,  is,  that  in  17i3! 
quitted  the  college,  and  his  pup 
furred  to  Dr.  Adams  \  so  that  ha 
t«mt»d.  Dr.  Adams  iMtdd  hitre  \ 
It  is  to  be  wished,  that  this  c 
taken  place.  Ilia  equal  temper 
tlon,  and  politeness  of  mannei 
insennibly  soilened  the  harshncj 
and  infuaed  into  him  tljose  mort 
ritics,  thoHe  prtiieji  monilesy  h\  wh 
confes*ied,  our  great  moral iat  w 
rient  than  hiB  best  friends  coulc 
Dr.  Admiis  paid  J«hn.Mon  this  hiy 
He  tiaid  to  me  at  Oxford,  in  177 
nr»minal  tvitor*^ ;  but  he  was  ab< 
When  I  repealed  it  to  Johnson,  \ 
with  gratefnl  *atisfiiction,  and 
"  That  was  liberal  jmd  noble,** 


eowt' 


icuUc^e.  —  CHuktB, 


tnii,  p.  I  J.  iKite  3.  —  C»OK>m. 
b«*  wu  iMii  (ourtif^a  monnht 
"I     Hvrti,  then,  are  two  Lmnori 
f  hill  •fp.  to  he  ftcfofitjirii  f<»r  - 
;t  ItUlv  [«reilrroai, 
11  Anthony  IlLMrk^ 


I        1*1.         H.-.im'V     1       .L.I!1-.1M11.'.    .iii.iKlt,       fM 

■TKl    •rror  «•   to  tlnj  <l*lc  tif  l*jiii.»*»ji 
A'Urnt    ncvrr   wm,  in  ang  snu,\ 

UHUk, 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

1731—1736. 

-  —  Gilhtrl  H'alniealt^,  —  Cup- 

,ham TVoNj- 

. -y-.y,    .>-      .y ",  —  Rttwrma  to 

PHpo^rt  to  print  the    Latin   PormM 
if^SHmm. —  C^tn  io  ■mfr  for  the  CenOeman't 
•—  HiM  jm^ttUt  AtttuhmemU*  —  Marritt. 
«  jfripatt  Aeademif  cUf  Edial,  —  David 
CmtrieJk  ki»  fmfiL —  dmmnwtt  **  Jr*ne," 


SeA.. 


ROW    riljil  iilmont  ftttid  f>oor)  Samuel 
tmi  i^  nutive  rlt.^^  destitute, 

BC'i  he  should  gain  even  u 

liwU^woii      His  flit  her  £  misi'ortunes  tn  | 
SBtlerMl  ham  unable  to  uttpport  hhi  »un ' ; 
•ad  for  Miiii«  time  tlu'r^  iinrM?Ared  no  mctins  by  I 
lit  could  mamtftin  luinsylf,     lu  the  De-  \ 
of  tliis  year  bi*  father  clied.  | 

Tkm  state  of  prirt-rir  in  which  he  died  ap-  | 
firov  •  n<»t':  ''f  Johnson's  little 

ni  the  l.<  ir,  whirb  utrongly 

i6i|ilAjs   hit  vpiii.  ......     .^iiuous    dignity    of 


*•  1734,  •/•fit  15.     Undfcim  anreo*  deponui^ 
fM  Se  ifdcfmd  omU  mutrt*  funiu  {quod  xerum 
)  df  ptUtrnU  htmii  Mjyrrari  licet,  pi- 
IthroM^  accept.     LJtqne  adeo  mi  hi 


Jbiffeitda  f»t.      Inirren,   ne  pmtprrtnie 

ImtgutM.ant,  nee  in  JJiiffitia  egexta* 

1  Uyed   by  dcven  guitioaa 

tlu«    "  n  I  received  tvrLMity  pounds, 

4ve  rCH*«>u  to  hc>[»e  for  (»«t  of 

rr  •  eii. « 1     ■  "     ■        '     *h(.  deutU  of  my 

;  SB  cvei.  (tlmI  may  be 

\  :  .> CO  that  I  must 

my   "  Meanwhile,  let  me 

Ui  rs  "f  inv  niiiKl  be  not 

I  itidigeaoe  do 

J^Amkio  wiw  Mi  ikr  ioriuitttUs  tlint  the  re- 
clsaTW'ttrr  of  hiw  pan-nt?,  and  hi:*  own 

npo^Hcm  in  tiic  I  Id. 

b«=*'    '  ''ir-  ti<n\arti  ',  Dr. 

>1 ;  Lcvett  ^,  Captftin 

Auiif-r   •-')     u.'.     -.-f-Ht    onr— »  -^'the 

itMips  i  but    alHivc    alK  vrt 

iUgistrmr  of  the    L  J  ..„  Ljcal 


Court  of  Lichfield,  whose  cLaractcr,  lonff  aiYer 
bis  dctJeJiMe,  I)r,  Johnson  has,  in  hia  life  of 
Edmund  Smith  [1773],  thus  drawn  in  the 
glowing  colours  of  jn*»itJtude  : 

♦*  Of  Gilbert  Wttlmt'slcy,  thus  preMnted  to  tuy 
mind^  let  me  indulge  nijsrelf  in  the  remcnibraticv, 
I  knew  him  very  early ;  he  was  one  of  lliy  fir^t 
friends  th:it  literature  procured  m<;,  and  I  hope, 
thnt  at  IcMt  my  gratitude  made  me  worthy  of  hii 
notice. 

"He  waa  of  an  advanced  agc<,  and  I  was  only 
not  a  Iwy*  yet  he  never  received  mjr  notions  with 
contempt.  He  wa*  a  Whig,  with  all  the  virulence 
and  malevolence  of  bis  party;  yet  difference  uf 
oiiiuion  did  not  keep  ub  apart.  1  honoured  him, 
and  he  endured  me. 

"  He  hflil  mingled  with  the  gay  world  without 
exemption  (rotn  its  vices  or  its  follies;  but  had 
never  ne|i;lected  the  cultivation  of  his  tniud.  His 
bclii'f  of  revelation  w(i*i.  unnhulccn ;  bis  learning  pre- 
iserved  his  principles ;  he  grow  first  regular,  and  tfien 
piouK. 

**  His  studies  hod  been  so  various,  tliat  I  am  not 
able  to  name  a  man  of  equal  kuowledgc.  His  ac- 
rtuaintance  with  booka  wa«  great,  and  nhnt  he  did 
not  imnaedtately  know,  he  could,  at  len<^t,  tell  where 
to  Rnd.  Such  was  his  amplitude  of  learning,  and 
such  his  cop[ousneji%  of  communicalitm,  tliat  it  may 
be  doubted  whether  a  day  now  parses,  ia  which  I 
have  not  r-ume  advantage  from  hi*  friendship. 

**  At  this  man's  table  I  enjoyed  many  cheerfu) 
and  timtructive  hours.,  with  companions  such  as  are 
not  often  found  —  with  one  who  ha«  lengthened, 
nnd  one  who  has  gladdened  life;  with  Dr.  Jame<^ 
whose  skill  in  phytic  will  be  long  remembered; 
and  with  l>avid  Garrick,  whom  1  hoped  to  have 
gratilied  with  this  character  of  our  common  friend, 
But  what  are  the  hopes  of  man?  I  am  di«»ppointed 
by  thai  stroke  of  death  which  has  eclipsed  ttic  gaiety 
of  nations,  and  impoverished  the  public  »tock  of 
harmless  |»Uaaure. " 

In  these  fiunilies  be  passed  much  time  in  his 
early  years.  In  rooat  of  them,  he  vrm  m  the 
company  of  ladies,  particularly  at  Mr.  Wnbnes* 
ley's,  whose  wife  and  aistcrs-in-Uw,  of  the  n&me 
of*  Aston,  and  daughters  of  a  baronet,  were  re- 
markable for  good  breeding ;  so  that  the  no- 
tion which  has  been  indtisiriously  circulnted 
and  lieliered,  that  he  never  waa  in  good  com- 
pany till  late  in  life,  and,  consequently,  bad 
been  confirmed  in  coar»e  and  ferocioua  mon* 
ners  by  long  habits,  is  wholly  without  founda- 
tion.^    Some  of  the  ladies  have  assured  mc^ 


*<  Mil Wt," mr*  It* » t i II 1    '  rUhcrrhirlDFliii  c«in-  (  *,:.  He  dt«xl  AufUft  S.  ITAl,  and  a  monument  lo  hl<  iriHirorv 

"  f*<tj.  '"  '-n  ttrpcted  In  the  cflthrdmi  of  t.: 

I  )nt^**-  <  11  written  by  Mr.  Seward,  one  of 

km*m^%i  ,t.       no   wa*   Xhr-   ints    r.f  W,    ^^ 
fct  hit  ^lilow  anif  un  111  gi' eit 


I  ««■  a  yttttf  la  |tk*C^'l«9l«itl«il  dvort,  and 
Cac«aa. 

tar 


•  friend  mm  ■(  tiiat 

.    Li.t1»,    rnuit     K-ivM 


J.'ilunon  liiiil  reniovrU  (,o   LiiUJ,   u  lit!  UUl  (ii   tl.L-  IuUum  ;iig 
Tear  to  Ltituiuti.— Uaoaaa. 
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they   recollected     him   well    when    a    young 
man,  a&  di^tinguishod  fur  hi^  complaisance. 

And  that  his  politeness  was  not  merely  oc- 
casional and  temporary,  or  confined  to  the 
drdea  of  Lichfield,  is  ascertained  by  the  testi- 
mony of  a  lady*,  who,  in  a  paper  with  wliich  I 
hnve  been  favoured  by  a  daughter  of  hig  in- 
timate friend  and  physician,  Dr.  Lawrence, 
thus  describes  Dr.  Johnson  some  years  after- 
wards:— 

**  Am  the  particuUrs  of  the  former  port  of  th, 
JohnMn'fi  lil^  do  not  seem  to  Ifcc  very  Accurately 
known, «  lady  hopes  thnt  the  following  information 
may  not  be  unacceptable. —  She  remembens  Dr. 
Johnj(on  on  a  visit  to  Dr.  Taylor,  at  Ashboiirn, 
Home  time  between  the  end  of  the  year  37,  and  (be 
middle  of  the  year  40  ;  she  rather  thinks  it  to  have 
been  after  be  and  his  wife  were  removed  to  London, 
During  hi*  stay  at  Ashbourn,  he  made  frequent 
visit*  to  Mr,  Meynell,  at  Uradley,  where  his  com- 
pany  was  much  dc&ircd  by  the  ladies  of  the  fiimilj-, 
who  were,  perhaps  in  point  of  elegance  and  accoin- 
plbshtnents,  inferior  to  few  of  those  with  whom  he 
wa»  afterward*  acquainted.  Mr.  Meynell'*  eldest 
daughter  wassufterwards  married  to  Mr.  FiUherlwrt, 
father  to  .Mr.  Alleync  Fitjdit'rbertt  lately  minister 
to  the  court  of  Itu^ia  [and  since  Lord  iSt.  Helens]. 
Of  her.  Dr.  Joliii«in  ^£^id  in  Dr.  Lawrence's  «tudy, 
that  she  had  the  best  underslandins  he  ever  met 
witli  in  any  human  bein^i:.  At  Mr.  MeyncU's  be 
also  commenced  that  friendship  with  Mrs.  (Itll 
Boothby ',  sister  to  the  present  Sir  Brook  Boothby, 
which  continued  till  her  death.  'Ilie  yonnff  woman 
whom  ht  uted  ttt  call  Mdly  A*ton  ',  was  sisi^tcr  to  Sir 
'niornas  Aston  *,  and  daughter  too  baronet;  &he 
wRsditM>  «ii»tcr  to  the  wife  of  his  friend,  Mr,  Gilbert 
VViilmesley.  Besides  his  intimacy  with  the  al>ove- 
menlioned  persons,  who  were  surely  people  of  rank 
and  education,  while  he  was  yet  at  Lichfield  he 
used  to  be  frequently  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Swinfen, 
a  ffcutlcman  of  very  ancient  family  in  StaffbrdshirCt 
from  which,  after  the  death  of  his  eider  brother,  he 
mherited  a  good  estate.  He  was,  besides,  a  phy&i- 
citn  of  very  extensive  practice  ;  but  for  want  of  due 
sfciantion  to  the  management  of  his  domestic  con- 


*  Th«>  anonvrooiJt  lodT'l  (nrnnnatlon  U  of  no  pr<«t  walue, 
em  ir  true,  but  there  u  itrung  rfatnn  to  douht  iti  acca- 
ncjr.  Il  ii  full  of  chronoloflcnl  dlfflrulitiie*,  and  ran  be  at  tutt 
buC  the  ragtM!  recollcctinna  of  &0  yean  beron*,  a»  th«  qiiota-^ 
tidQ  Trom  Httwkin-i  vfcprtainf  ll  to  hare  been  given  luttae- 
quent  to  ITW.  -^rtoRta. 

•  Mjj>  Boothbjr  ««  born  in  170^,  and  A.\*A  in  l7iWL  For 
the  Uft  thn-e  j'pari  of  her  life  thi*  Utty  in.»l!ntalueif  a  piuu* 
■n*(  mmrwhnt  mr^Mrirl  rorppi^jondeiicp  with  Dr  Jnhn«ni). 
«im'  ...  .  ;r  ',j  Mr.  VVrluht  of  Lkhilrld,  In 
IK.  ■•  autf -hio^triphirul  *'  ^fi-.-wn/ 
«/    '  rTlrtOffff   mtrUnynn'it."     Ml** 


cerns,  left  a  very  large  family 
of  hisdjiughters,  Mrv  IX'smouli 
an  fisytum  in  the  huu!>e  of  b< 
doors  were  always  o|*cn  to  ill 
who  well  observed  the  precc 
for  he  "  was  kind  to  the  until 
evil,'-'*  -■ 


[JOHNSON  TO  MR.  GE 

■"  Llel 
•*  Sir,  —  I  have  so  long  negle 
thanks  for  lite  favour  and  asstsf 
yuu  at  Stourbridge,  that  I  ai 
now  done  expecting  it.  I  car 
apology^  but  by  assuring  yoi 
whatever  was  the  canske  of  it, 
from  forgetfulne^s  disrespect, 
lime  hHs  not  made  the  sense 
warm,  nur  the  thanks  1  return 
while  1  am  acknowledging  €iue 
another- — that  you  wuiild  eaci 
nf  the  ver'^es  you  desired.  Be  | 
that  versifying  against  one'i  tnc 
di^greeable  thiiig  iu  the  wof 
own  tlisappointnnent  is  no  inv 
that  though  the  grntifying  of  y^ 
Toiled  over  my  di^ilike  of  it,,  y 
reflection,  so  barren,  that  to  atti 
it,  b  to  undertake  to  build  with 
I  am  yet  unemployed,  1  bnpe  yc 
should  offer,  rememlwr  and  reet 
"  Sir,  your  bun 


In  the  forlorn  state  of  bis 
arcepted  of  an  offer  ttj  bo  cm 
in  the  school  of  Markut-Il. 
cestershire,  to  which  it  nppe 
his  little  fragments  of  u  tUary 
foot,  on  the  I6ih  qfJidy^ — ■' 
vortiam  pedes  petii"  But  it  i 
been  erroneously  related,  thtt 
to  the  farnotis  Anthony  Black 
has  been  honoured  by  the  tea 
Hurd  '^,  who  was  his  scholar ; 


On  a  djalofue  which  the  (falkplv  1  ti 
hericK  to  tiavc  had  with  him ).    Siie d 

Jeir  or  her  ajj*.     Thn  fountt^it  »ist4 
»n  {part,  2d  Jam,  1779).— ('aoxaa. 

^  Mt,  tkuirdl  ihauid  tuX  tmve  adnt 
Intliiuatlon  of  an  anonyTnous  Intorinanl 
mouUn*  :  who  »*»,  probably,  not  poj 
or  Llctifl<<1d."  Slic  Is  (ufipottftl  to  nai 
tion  or  her  nwn  ftn-.^r  hy,  «  ^nt  thnv 
tnitrria).-' 
cloi«?a  ' 

•  he  w<ii< 


'  Thi>  KrortkofSIr  Jatin  Ilavkiiu.  p.3lG.— BoiwlXL 

<  SU  T«,  M-.u    A. ton.  R,,rt.,  whui  *\'''-i  In    J.in 
]rU 

II 


\ ,  [7tU\, 


wArd    tins 
John*  01) 


tLii.  p.   ilU.)     Uul    I 

3  I  litf  CHOMcldsirfi  oil  this 

r  would  b*  a  ttratiffn  th* 

>-  <•  pott,  p.  Ti.  n,  4.  —  Caoi 

r.>  U  h*re  (ju  Mr.  Janie«  Bom 

ircuracy.     Biihop  Iturd,  In  ( 

:  to  hu  I'OiTimcntarT  an  Horse 

]fr*\ie  Black  wall,  but  thttRai 

.1  ihf  (•rnminar  Schoul  at  Vtfm 

vi  him«fflf  bem  tiiTf%i  und«*r  Bloi 

•ttnJi  *er  proipiitly  fp^li,  n,  1 1.  on  lh«  M 
that  /uhtuon  propQ«M)  blmHif  to  Mr,  1 
ant.  —  CRoaxR. 


d 
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on  tk«f  ftfh  of  Aprils  1730,  more  thuii  ft 


Umi  :   but 


me  to  Lttuin  ' 
!  ^rk-vou&ly  of  | 
Air.  Utictor,  who  | 
at   Bimiiughnin. 
JMr.  Hector  rernl-  i 
J  nx  *•  tliflt  the  [loet  bail  tltiscribed 
,  T"'-^  of   his  existence  in  tliese 
■  ■'<!:t(M't  itito  dies'  (one  day  (uni- 
whiilc  oi   luy  life) ;  that  it  was  Un- 
as tilt?  Dotc  of  the  cuclioo ;  and  that  he 
know  wh*.*ther  it  was  more  disa^eenhle 
I  U^  t«ki*Ji,   or   the   hMA&  to  learn,   tlie 
j^,»« '^     Kri^  r.  .iMr.i    «\.  i -;,,Ti  to  this 
dritti.  >1  by  a 

.'»ji5n^*iin*ij?  W'olstun 

'!» in  whose  hou.«c, 
1  fw  H  kiuil  yf  do- 
ll lea-t,  aa  to  say  grace 
1  with  whnt  ho  reprc- 
ihncsi* ;  and,  after  suf- 
such  t'oniplirfttcd  mi- 
ition  which  iill  his 
V  iih  tlig  Ktron«?ei»t 
!  h<nTor.     But  it 
m|,  whatever  uu- 

.^ 1,  he  laid  the  foun- 

h  futare  eminence  by  applicAtion 

lly  unoccupied,  he  was 
>  pas;*  some  time  with 
'lis  guest,  at  the  house 
*m  jSIr.  Ilentor  lodjred  I 
Aiis  the  fir«t  e?tab-  i 
im.  and  waa  very  * 
'         1  could  1 
bjr  hist! 
,  ,u..i  ,,._:  .-k.EL  .•blained 
in   furnishin«f  some  , 
'••ny,  printed  in    (he 
«tjw  jiropvietor. 
,  r  have  not  been  ' 
*|>e<;iniens  of  that  i 
by  which   John-  ' 
90ierw«uiU  i0  jp^Ail^  disUnguI&hed  him-  ' 


I7M,  IX  »?.  ^  fiotWBLt.    But 

\ttf  .if  «hi  l>   ,1  tin 'Km   '_-  I  '■tik.kN  . 


Ke  continued  to  live  as  Mr.  Hector's  guest 
for  alxml  six  months,  and  then  Itired  lodifings  tn 
another  [»art  of  the  town^  tindinir  himself  as 
well  situated  at  Birminghan*  a*  he  supposed  he 
coukl  be  any  where,  while  he  h»ul  no  f^ettled 
plan  of  life,  and  very  scanty  means  of  sulisi'^t- 
encc.  He  made  some  valuable  ao*jnaintancea 
there,  amongst  whom  were  Mr.  Porter,  a  mer- 
cer*  whose  widow  he  afterwards  majried.  and 
Mr.  Taylor,  who,  by  his  uigenuity  in  mecha- 
nical iuveutiong,  and  his  auccc&i>  in  trade,  ac- 
quired on  immense  fortune.  But  the  ctuafort 
of  being:  near  Mr.  Hector,  his  old  »rhor)lfcnow 
and  intimate  friend,  was  Johusou^s  chief  induce- 
ment to  continue  here. 

In  what  manner  he  employed  his  pen  at  this 
period,  or  whether  he  derived  from  it  any  pe- 
cuniary advantage,  1  have  not  been  able  to  a»- 
certain.  He  ]>robably  got  a  little  money  from 
Mr.  Warren  ;  an<i  we  are  certain,  that  he  exe- 
cuted here  one  piece  of  literary  labour,  of 
which  Mr.  Hector  haa  favoured  me  with  a  mi- 
nute account.  HaviTi*;  mentioned  that  he  had 
read  at  Pembroke  C'olle|j:;c  a  Voyage  to  Abvs* 
sinia,  by  Lobo"*,  a  Portug^iteije  Jesuit,  and  ttat 
he  thought  an  abridnrmeiit  antl  trun!i«lHtion  of 
it  from  the  French  mto  Englifih  might  be  au 
useful  and  profitable  puljlication,  Mr.  Warren 
aud  Mr.  Hector  joinerl  in  ur<ring  him  to  under- 
tJike  it.  He  accordingly  ogreeil  -,  and  the  book 
not  being  to  be  found  in  Birmingham,  he  bor- 
rowed it  of  Pembroke  College,  A  part  of  the 
work  being  xcry  soon  done,  one  Osborn,  who 
was  l>Ir.  \N  iirren's  printer,  was  set  to  work  with 
what  was  ready,  and  Johnson  engaged  to  sup- 
ply I  he  piV53  with  copy  as  it  should  be  wanted ; 
but  bis  constitutional  indolence  soon  prevailed, 
and  the  work  was  at  a  stand.  Mr.  Hector, 
who  knew  that  a  motive  of  humanity  wmdd  be 
the  most  prevailing  argument  with  his  friend, 
went  to  Johntson,  and  represented  to  him  that 
tht!  printer  could  have  no  other  employment 
till  tliid  undertaking  wa**  fini.'^hed,  and  that  the 
poor  man  and  his  family  were  sulTering.  John- 
son, upon  tliisi,  exerted  the  jKjwers  of  his  mind, 
though  his  body  wa&  relaxed*  Ho  laj*  in  bed 
with  the  book,  w  hich  was  a  quarto,  before  htm, 

field  In  Oc'tnbpr.  1731.    I  conclude  frnm  all  tliU  thnt  ht  mig'Mt 

Ikm,,  I..  ...,  u*hor  to  BiM'kwnll  if.  th.    .prlno  ol    \rM\  und  (Itl4 

•vlth  Sir  Wf '  -'OU 

i|,  Of,  a»  H«v- !  '!■"«?. 


Oflm  onn  of  JohntonS  dkrlr«. 

"  lo  nim*lngrh*n«,  nt  Ih**  h*"i«w  of 

I  .l.ivU    I  n.Uhly  «  rf>l«lliiiii  of  >lrt.  i'ort«r. 

.ATtit  m*rrlt>d.  and  whoto  nriAld^n  luutir  wm 

'■;. 

!     •  '  «in  [m,tt\   at 

Vpv^H"  t" 

..LO  rroQch. 

^■T»" t •'  "' 


^jiiSL 


,^^ja 
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and  dictated  while  Hect<M-  wrote.  Mr.  Hector 
carried  the  sheets  to  the  prcssr  and  com?€ted 
ilniOAt  all  the  proof  sheets,  very  few  of  which 
were  even  swn  by  Johiuson.  In  this  mjinner, 
with  the  tud  of  Jrlr.  Hector's  active  friendship, 
tiie  book  was  completed,  and  was  publigbed  in 
1735«  with  London  upon  the  title-page^  though 
it  was  hi  reality  prmted  at  Birmuigham^  a  de- 
vice too  common  with  provincial  publiBhers. 
For  this  work  he  hod  from  Mr.  Warren  only 
tlie  sum  of  five  guineas. 

This  being  the  tirst  prose  work  of  Johnson, 
iti&  A  curious  object  of  enquiry  how  much  maj 
be  traced  in  it  of  that  style  which  marks  hia 
subsequent  writings  with  such  peculiar  excel- 
lence ;  with  w>  happy  an  union  of  force,  viva- 
city, and  perspicuity.  I  have  perused  the  book 
with  this  view,  and  have  found  that  here,  as  I 
believe  in  every  other  translation,  there  is  in 
the  work  itself  no  vestige  of  the  translfttor's 
own  style ;  for  the  language  of  translation 
beine:  adapted  to  the  thou^^hts  of  another  per- 
son, insensibly  follows  their  cast,  and,  qa  it  were, 
runs  into  a  mould  that  h  reaiiy  prepared. 

Thus,  for  instance,  taking  the  first  sen- 
tence that  occurs  at  the  opening  of  the  book, 
p,4.:- 

*♦  I  lived  here  above  a  year,  and  completed  my 
etiidies  in  divinity  ;  in  which  time  Botnc  letter*  were 
received  Irora  the  fatbcru  of  Ethiopia,  with  an 
account  that  Sultan  Scgned,  Emperor  of  AbysMnia* 
wa«  convLTtcd  to  the  church  of  Rome  ;  thatmany 
of  hit  subjcetf  had  followed  hi<>  example,  and  that 
there  wm  a  great  wimt  of  mi&sionorjes  to  improve 
these  prosperou-s  bc{(innings.  Every  iKJiiy  was  very 
deairous  of  aeconding  the  seal  of  our  fathers,  and  of 
sending  thctn  the  assistance  the-y  requtfsted ;  to 
which  we  were  the  more  encoura^^ed,  because  the 
ErapcrorS  k'ttcr  informed  our  Provincial,  thot  we 
might  easily  enter  his  dominions  by  the  way  of 
Dancida ;  but,  unhappily,  the  secretary  wrote  Gvila 
for  Dancala,  which  coal  two  of  our  fjtthcrs  tlieir 

Every  one  acnuuiut-ed  with  Johnson's  man- 
ner wHl  be  sensible  that  there  Is  nothing  of  it 
here  ;  but  that  this  sentenee  mi^dit  have  been 
composed  by  any  other  man.  But,  in  the  Pre- 
face the  John.^onlan  style  begins  to  appear ; 
and  though  u»c  had  not  yet  taught  his  wuig  a 
permanent  and  equ:ible  flight,  there  are  parts 
of  it  which  exhibit  his  Ijest  manner  in  full  vigour. 
I  hiwl  once  the  pleasure  of  exaniining  it  with 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  who  confirmed  me  in  this 
opinion,  by  his  superior  critical  jtagacity,  and 
waa,  I  remerabcT,  much  delighted  with  the  fol- 
lowing speeimon ' :  — 

••  The  Portuguese  tmvencr,  contrary  to  the 
general  vuin  of  his  countrymen,  has  amused  his 
reader  with  no  romantic  Mbsurdity,  or  incredible 


1  Tid*  verfcxtran  wiu  miMUbwl  la  the  StewtMrt  a«  an 
•■rly  •pedmocn  of  John^ftn"!  pecuUiir  ttyle,  lu«(  Imforc  Mr. 
B0«««tr*  liOtlr«  af  it.  —  TBofci!  B.  IMfi. 

«>  Se»  RambWr.  No.  1U3.  {'*  Cur)o»lry  I*  th«  tblrit  of  tb« 
•oul,"  *c.]  '  Blr«wiil.l. 

*  Miy  »••  an<  tmce  a  fifcrtcJhil  «lmH.^iritir  htrtw^t'o  Polliifln 
and  Jotantno  ?  Htiietlui,  aprnkitig  of  I'nuhit  IVIU«<miIii*»F*m*- 
Uoeriui.  MiJi,  "  -^  in  quo  naturft,  ut  ulImB  iu  Aii^tt-lo  Funuano, 


fictions  ;  whatever  he  relates*  whether' 
IS  at  leant  probable;  and  he  who  tells 
ceeding  the  bounds  of  probabitity,  hfl| 
demand  that  they  should  believe  him 
contradict  him. 

*'  He  appears,  by  his  modest  aiH 
narration,  to  have  de«ribed  thing*  n%  11 
to  have  copied  nature  from  the  life,  i 
consulted  hiKsenM.%  not  hi»  imaginatioii 
with  no  basilisks  that  destroy  with  tM 
crocodiles  devour  their  prey  without  ti 
cataracLs  full  from  the  rocks  without  d^ 
nclghl>ouring  inliabttants. 

"  The  reader  will  here  find  no  regioni 
irremtdiable  liarrenness,  or  blest  with  | 
fecundity  ;  no  ))erpetual  ghxim,  or  uo^ 
jihine ;  nor  are  the  nations  here  desc| 
devoid  of  all  sense  of  humanity,  or  coq 
all  private  or  social  virtues.  Here  i 
tentut&  without  rtligious  policy  or  ar| 
guagc  ;  no  Chinese  perfectly  polite,  and 
skilled  in  all  sciences  ;  he  will  disco v| 
always  be  dincovcred  by  n  diligent  at 
inquirer,  that  wherever  human  nature  ta< 
there  is  a  mixture  of  vice  and  virtue^ 
passion  and  reason  ;  and  that  the  Oi-^ 
appear  partial  in  his  diKtributioti&,  but  | 
in  mofit  cnutilries,  their  particular iaccMl 
porticuhiT  fovoura,"  \ 

Here  we  have  an  early  example  < 
liant  and  energetic  expression,  whic 
numerable  occaiions  m  hi.s  subsfl 
juatly  impressed  the  world  with  ( 
admiration.  Nor  can  any  one,  convi 
the  writings  of  Johnson,  fail  to  disc* 
in  this  passage  of  the  Dedication  to  i 
ren,  Eaq.,  ol  Pembrokc&liirt%  thot^ 
cribed  to  Warrcjn  the  bookseller :  -j 

"  A  generous  and  elevated  mind  is  i 
by  nothing  more  eertaijdy  than  an  eqj 
of  curiosity*;  nor  is  that  curiosity  evef 
ably  or  usefully  employed,  than  in  ell 
Jaws  and  customs  of  foreign  u4tion&.  I 
fore,  the  present  I  now  presume  to  il 
be  thought  improper ;  which*  however 
business  as  a  dedicator  to  commend,  n 
aeller  to  depreciate.  '* 

It  is  reasonable  to  ftnppose,  tiiftl 
been  thus  accidentally  Icii  to  a  part 
of  the  hi.story  and  manners  ol  AT 
the  remote  occasion  of  his  writing, 
alYerwanls,  liis  admirable  phih)Sc 
the  principal  scene  of  which  is 
country. 

Johnson  returned  to  Lichfield  € 
and  in  August  that  year  be  made 
procure  some  little  subsistence  by 
he  published  [»roposal3  lor  prim 
scription  the  Latin  Poems  of  Pol 


dicformltJitetn  nrl*  excellentli  tngvfllf  prat* 
vtt/'  Comment,  de  refa.  oA  eum  pertln,  I 
p.aCKt— Bo*wM.L< 

In  till*  learned  isaaqueradf  of  "PntUmi  i 
it^Ttltu."  *»  have  »oiU6  difficulty  In  UM« 
Sl  vlKn6'i  friend,  Pellttoo,  of  whctrn  M.  4* 
the  phrstw,  which  b»*  ilnce  rtowu  lata 
Abuwil  da  la  pcnuiuion  qu'cmt  Irt  i 
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LatiiiMe:    pofsco*  a   f'  /r,/T-.-A.i.  ^rtv>  ad 

i  Umjtora  drttujcto,  ( t  'i  i  fusivj 

asiJithttC  fw/rro/tf,    «*.  i.  J  oris- 


TiTiT*  tJiit  ^n*N  broUier  Nftthamd  hud 
ifle  ;  for  it  IB  UK'TitioTierl, 
token  in  by  *f»*-'  Kililor,  I 

I   lit*  Jfilni.*oiu  aiul  the 
no  '  ■      ■       '  'V    (.(J, 

iPU    •  -ft 

ocutinl. 

tin 
'    'in- 


t*  I' 


It  Mit^  ; 
We  ifaid  ksm  a 


la  to  Mr,  £• 


b«  culled,  will,  be  lliluks  be  better  rc^'ummenilcd 
to  Ibe  public  tb^i  by  lotv  jests  owk  ward  bulTouuerjr, 
or  the  dull  sctirriliuis  of  C'itb^r  party. 

••  [f  such  a  corre^jwindence  will  be  agreeable  to 
you,  be  pleased  to  inform  mv  in  !«■«  j*o!.t»i  what  the 
conditiom  are  on  which  you  sliall  enfiecl  it.  Vour 
late  offer '    gives   wc   no  reau^ion  to   di  c 

jU^cuftOhily.      Jf  you  t'ngnge  in  any  llttM 
|ji<i^idc«  this  p«|?ef,  I  have  other  dcsi^ti:.  i^  ,..4,..wl, 
if  I  etmld  he  secure  from  hnving  others  reap  the 
advnntAgc  of  what  I  should  hint, 

**  Vour  Icttor.  by  betnjj  dircct<*d  to  J?.  Smith,  to  be 
left  ot  the  Castle  in  Birminghaai,  Wa n,v it k shire, 
will  rcAch 

"  Your  humble  serv«Dt." 


Iv* 


fSktmad  editor  at'  the  Gcntleiuan's  Magtume.^ 


JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 


•  Sr, —  At  fott 


♦♦3»o»,  2&.  1734- 

•f»pcE»r  iMi  IcM  JKftiublc  tliAn  your 

of  the  Ar(iKt»  of  your  pot^ticAJ  article,  you 

di^>!*Y«td,  if.  in  order  to  the  iuiprovi?* 

oClt*  1  OJvmuurvtp  to  you  the  ncntiuietiti  of 

•MM  who  ^iU  undvrtaki*,  on  rc&Hmable  tcrniR, 

••  Hk  ofMttioo  i;*.  htic  would  not  give 

pm  m  hmd  tvcanitio  <■  the  curffnt  wit  of 

liitt  matA>»  «h«rh  a  cntictl  e\a.uiitmtion  would 
jvTtmf^f  rrJ.Tfc  tr»  >%  n-trmv  rompn-*,  you  adoiltted 

r    printinl 

v'>u  with, 

DUC  tta^rwf**'  ^auTv  iiiimr^  u.l^-^<.-l  t>i>  iijii<-  in   Latin  of 

!b{fiA^  cvitical  tvtfarl^  on  nuttiora  uaeieur  or 
^■brab  tbfmttao  pocsna  that  deserve  revival,  or 
W«k  ptftooi.  nk#  RoyifT'*  ',  worth  preserving.  Hy 
Ik*  iMihod.  |<nir  litcr»i7  article,  l^r  »o  it  might 


^fr.  Cave  hns  put  a  note  on  this  letter^  "  An- 
swered Dec.  2/  But  whether  any  thing  waa 
done  in  condequcncc  of  it  we  are  aot  m- 
fonned. 

J(diit5on  hnd,  from  his  early  joutlij  been  »en- 
elhle  to  the  iiiHuenre  of  tl'moie  chai  ins.  When 
ttt  Stourbriilgt'  5i:bool^  he  was  luuch  euiimoured 
ol* Olivia  !Joyd,  a  yonn^  qiiaker,  to  whom  he 
wr«tle  ari»]>y  of  verses,  which  1  have  not  hciMi 
iibic  to  rvfovor  ^  ;  but  with  whiit  fneility  iintl 
elegiint'i?  he  eould  wnrldi.*  the  auK*rnuH  hiy,  will 
Mpi.H?iar  iVoui  fJie  folKiwinj?  linos  whirh  he 
wrote  for  his  friend  Mr.  EUiuund  Hector  :  — 

v£a$ea  to  a  ladt.  on  RKramMc  tkom  ttiR  A  srato 
or  JtvatLK. 
*«  What  bope«.  what  terror*  doe*  thy  giA  crettte, 

AnkbtgiiuuM  emblem  of  unfLrtnin  fiae  t 
Themyrlle,  eiuipn  of  suprumc  commhnd» 


in  ni; 

In  ttl^ 


^.rayer. 
I.'  happy  ^WMin. 
uhusts  complain  ; 


r  W»lMMt  4*  fhrnEn^  Lrttrr,  n^  Jw.  I'm*-     nint,  l.i^hop  *  J^   TTin^  of   Tirtv    niiUn.l*    U.r   ih«-  ht*!    ii»vtn  "  On  IffV, 

^i^^  -.  he  dehvfrj  of  «  I  ' 


I^«=     lit     lllV 


l^radrr  -(•  .s 


iM,  Mmn  ,  » 


.■rmur    .111   II,.-  ri,i,r  1.1    111.- w  1  l.'i'i    liiir  1.1 
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The  tnjrtlc  croims  the  happy  loTcr**  heads 
The  unhappy  lover's  grave  the  myrtle  sfiread«  : 
Uh  then  the  meaning  of  thy  gifk  impart. 
And  ease  the  throbliings  of  an  aniious  heart  ! 
Soon  must  this  bough,  «s  you  shall  fii  his  doom^ 
Adorn  l*hi lander's  head,  or  gr»ce  his  tomb."' 

Plis  juvenile  attjidiraents  to  the  fair  sex 
were,  however,  very  transient ;  and  it  i&  cer- 
tain, that  he  ibrmed  no  criminal  coimection 
whatsoever.  Mr,  Hector^  who  lived  with  him 
in  bis  younger  days  in  the  utmo6t  intimiicy  and 
KK'ifil  IreeUoui,  has  assured  rae,  that  even  iit 
that  ardent  season  his  eouduct  w:is  strictly 
virtuous  in  that  rcspe^Jt ;  and  that,  though  he 
love^i  to  exhilarate  himself  with  wine,  he  never 
knew  him  intoxicated  but  once.* 

In  tt  man  whom  religious  education  hna  se- 
cured from  Uccntioun  indulgences,  the  passion 
of  lore^  when  once  it  has  seized  him,  is  ex- 
ceedingly atrong;  being  unimpaired  by  dissi- 
pation, and  totally  concentrated  in  one  objects 


t  Mri.  Piot«i  rlrei  the  followlacaeeeiiiiCof  thta  little  tarn- 
poflUcm  Irara  Dr,  John#on'»  owD  r»l«U«a  to  her,  on  hf  r  en- 
i|illriugwbpther  tt  «&«  Kghtljr  aUrlbtitMt to  titm  t  —  "  I  tKlnk  It 
U  now  Juft  fofty  yev*  tt-tC'  tiiAt  »  vumii:  I'tillfjiw  hiuia  iprl|c  o( 
toyrtlf  fiven  bliD  by  a  g^: 
htm  loineTertet  that  hv  ■ 
mli4>d.  but  forgot ;  and  v. 
AKTced  on,-^'  Sit  *tiU  a 
111  fptcli  tbrrn  thet*  —  m 


wrote  the  Dontpncc  ytw  n 

40tn,x>.^.     In  rtjy  il«t  eduiin 

autttciiticUy  of  thl*  *cco'iiit.  In 

f  totcmt'at  In  a  U'tU-f  to  mr  fron, 

"  I  know  tho»«  vent-*  vct/-- 

h»  wai  «nikni(iuml  cf  U'  • 

finn  b^'fore  h<f  U*d  t*tM 

irrotif  lliBTB  at  ray  i{r«iiui„ 

m«ter,)   nod   jure  th«»m   lu    L 

maiKirr.  to  whom  be  ♦bowed  them  on  Ui«  liutaiit 

to  rei)«<>4i  tboro  to  mo,  wbnTv   I  A»k<M  hvr  for  -ft 


od  me  lo  write 
rriuro.  I  pr&- 
■  iw,  -tt  Uii?  titac 

"'Inn4,  KOd 
jie»,  Hnd 


•  II  djivt,  two  or  tbrc>« 

Ins  future  viCv.     lie 

]r.llaiil£r,  iho  tchool- 

ti)   the   pr.'ience  of  my 

She  vttrd 


Johnaon  gart  hrr  tm  ri   Aprijtf  of  M'frtle,  vh 
or  tuxffdjrom  hrr  botam.     We  al!  k,>ii 


h<.> 


td  h« 
»df 
Se*  . 
be  . 
icn]!' 
for    ' 

w  ' " 

Kuown,  ^i(-j»rl)r  \» 
tirhlch  bar*  h*^v 

■HI  ohtU'r.l.   in    . 

of    0 


ip.iMf  mf  fhi^  Ttii^.in  \n^nit7 


iiv-  fljit    t»l-|.iiTt'ili|!y 

shn  ii  fi(A  «lway*« 

rtrurn  fntn  a   rrin. 


IKJIIJ     .>jr.    l.ninii  «ii    iir'L."i    u  i  ti^''   ju  ijuil;— . 

"  Ilf*r  Sir,  —  I  am  •orry  tn  §<-*•  ynu  Kte  engairn]  In  »lt*fCA- 
linn  «iKh  j«  l.k.t> ,  wtkiv  »- ••in*  (i(iv»  IIU'il- l<«  Ur  cnnvinri"*!  of  hot 
erron.    J*n.  ■■wledirr 

thjltl   lo  t>ri  ('  *ppri   ) 

inrAnl  to  t*  ' 
with  thn  )li. 
"ThptT. 
Mr.  Mcirpi. 


Mvrll- 


»ll). 

-H*Mlf*l|l 

IM-Mi 

1         !    (nr.it     . 

jAhu 

««• 

•cqn 

MiM 

litH- 

jr«u  .....    .... 

-     — '■ 

This  was  experienced  by  Jol 
became  the  fervent  admirer 
after  her  first  husband's  deat 
told  mo^  that  when  he  was  fin 
her  mother,  his  npfM?arance  f 
ding :  he  was  then  lean  and  1 
iinmcnue  structure  of  bones  wai 
ing  to  the  eye,  and  the  ican 
were  deeply  visible.  He  al» 
which  wsis  straight  and  stifT,  m 
hinti ;  and  he  olten  had,  seemi 
9tar(«  and  odd  gesticulations,  \ 
eJtcite  at  once  surprise  and 
Porter  was  so  much  engaged  1 
tion,  that  she  overlcK)kL'*l  all  th 
advantages,  and  said  to  her  dai 
the  most  stsnsible  man  that  1  eve 
Though  Mrs.  Porter  was  dk 
Johnson  ♦,  and  her  person  i 
described  to  me  bv  the  late  M 
by  no  meatis  pleosmg  to  others 


etfiNcn 


Wlfbtnu  Toti 

your  oblinpd  hutnblt*  inrmraol 


Ii 

E.  Un 
Jan.  C*.  J7".i4.  •—  no»wBi,i. 

'  hi  1735  Mr,  Walni«»lpy  etidefttrourM 
the  mnjt«rihip  of  tb«  ^nunmar-whotnil 
wjckfblr«.    ThU  and  Cli«  cauw  of  fallu 
lowinjt    curioitt    letter,   addrctiod  to 
pTvaerved  in  tbe  record!  of  I'«i»brc»ke  C 

"  SoUholl,  ye  80  Aujruitt,  17Si-    Sir,- 
y»ur*  of  y*  13tb  in«i.  In  due  < 
til  no*,  It  L'kki'lnf  up  lomp  i 
thn  icliutil]  at  the  contrntt  ifi  i 
rcttim  an  Aajwi>r,  dt»lrod  »oii.u  ilnif  i. 
cnrArtt-'r  of  Jit.  Johnion,  who  all  affre«  t 
icholar,  and  wpofl  !h^f  srrrtunt  dr^ffrvr* 
Iw  (choolmnjti'r    '  '    '  "     "      "   *    '        i 
being  a  v«ry  ^^' ' 
way  of  dljtortin. 
Ihlnk  it  may  atl< 
\*  not  Hiiftrovcd  ' 
ITitoofepi  being  >  < 
•trrainlyobllKf-i      . 

tn  Roraf  a  •choll^;^,  but  lourv  c*(i«cullv  I 
bumble  tervant,  lljti 


It  w.is 
titiiatiioii 

hiiS  mI..< 


'  An  I 
ih't 


ITKll.llHrll      l.r      Jl'lll'lll'      .4!tl*HI,-»[      llll      yn\\ 

Cxpiuiln  Bddworih,  hti  Kr»nd»oii^  (win 
Ml**  I'ulnuT,  Mild  took  ber  uamc),  coott 

•u'«  coiintonancc^  when  {n  a  | 
1  I,'  ;  _-  hU  ixcv  rlciir.  hU  ci»m| 

,t  ill.'ortfi'*il,  inniij  IaIic--  \\xy{ 
:i  ^c  when  hr  «. 

all  "i  oiT  ihkj  m' 

■     \*...    •>  fir..-.- 

ai>.i 
rr-i 
f. 


to  the      iui 
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Wd  a  foperionl/  of  imderstoDdio^  and  talenti, 
m  Am  eertmMf  impiTed  him  wiui  more  llinn 
aida ;  and  she  having  signified  her 
to  aooeiit  of  hi^  hand,  he  went  to 
Id  to  aak  hb  mothcrV  conwnt  lo  the 
mms.:r? :  irhich  he  cr-uld  not  but  be  eonscioug 
1 ',  both  on  account 
.  and  her  want  of 
Ijnunc.  Uui  *\Jra.  .luUn^un  knew  too  well  tlie 
ankmr  of  her  son's  teni|)er,  and  wn^  too  tender 
inul  illations, 

it   nu>5on   the  marm^ 

uiuuoujf  «  •  *'l  at  Birminghftui  * ; 

ht$,  s  re»oliit  lat  it  fihoald  be  nt 

thghj,  fur  V.-.  }iri,|,i  and  bride- 

set  out  on  1 1  pose  in  vcrj 

^«d  JittlDour.     I»i  lophainBenu- 

drrk  owed  &n^h]y  k»  idt-ntiun  Johnson's  having 

IhU  bim,  with  mach  gravity,  "  Sir,  it  was  a 

on  Inith  side*, '  I  have  had  from 

^  ililtfCnoiM    fncJid    the   following;    curious 

of  ifafftr  journey  to  church  upon  tlie 

[»tli  Jul  vl : — "  Sir,  she  had  read 

lit  dd  ronMOce^  mtti  bod  got  into  her  hend 

tfe  fawt^fttnil  notion  thai  &  woman  of  sspirit 

rt—  »•  -  1  .—  lilrc  a  dog.     So,  sir,  at 

Ini  th'  i  rode  too  fstnt*  and  she 

D"     ,    -,      .:Ji  mc;  and,  when  I  rode 

a  ittile  ilawer,  «he  piMcd  nte«  and  complained 

t^  I  iaggvd  Udiind*    I  was  not  to  be  made 

tkt  alate  of  cftfiricc ;  amd  t  resolved  to  be^ii 

to  cod,     1   therefore  pushed   on 

r,  lai  I  wv  '  Ml'  her  sight.    The 

ly  becitfien  :  >  ao  I  wa*  sure  she 

it ;    :iQ'l  1  oontrived   tliat  she 

lip  wiUi  me.    When  she  did, 

liwtot     ■—        ." 

u'.is  a  sinj^dajr  be- 

' 'Tt  there  is  no 

'nts  showed  a 

^ .  icctiomife  and 

to  the  Ukst  moment  of  Mrs. 

i  in  hi*  *'  r*rnvers  and  Medi- 

wv  jlofd  very  remarkable  evidence  that 


buthjnii  dlM  IriAotvrnt:  hmr  ton* 


-1  In  lUf. 


mKIm  of  lh«  vUaw'«  fnmllv  Ami 


his  record  and  fondness  for  her  never  ceased 
even  after  her  deatlt.* 

lie  now  set  up  a  private  academy,  for  wliich 
purfiose  he  hlrecl  a  large  house,  well  situated 
near  his  native  city,'  In  the  Gentleman"*  Mj^ni. 
2ine  lor  1 736  there  is  the  following  advertise- 
ment:^— 

**  M  W,mxl^nmT  LiehfieidfU  Sinffordtkirt.^Hng 
genlifmen  are  huanled  ami  ttinght  the  Latin  ami 
(Jrvek  lanfjnngti,  by  Samvtl  Johnsow.**  * 

But  the  only  pupils  that  were  put  under  his 
care  were  Uie  celebrated  David  tiarrjck  and 
liis  brother  George,  and  a  Mr.  Ofll'ly  ^,  a  young 
gentleman  of  ij(K>d  fortune,  who  died  early. 
As  yet,  \ih  name  had  nothing  of  that  celebrity 
which  afterwards  commantled  the  higheist  at- 
tention and  reiipeet  of  mankind.  Had  such  an 
advertisement  aijpeared  after  the  nublieation  of 
his  London,  or  his  Rambler,  or  his  Dictionary, 
how  would  it  have  burst  upon  the  world!  with 
what  e.igernes8  would  the  great  and  the  wealth  v 
have  embraeed  an  opiiortunity  of  putting  their 
sons  under  the  learned  tuition  of  Sarnuel  John- 
son I  ITie  truth,  however,  L^,  that  he  was  not 
so  well  qualified  for  bein«  a  teacher  of  elements 
and  a  conductor  in  learning  by  rejrular  grada- 
tions, a3  men  of  inferior  jKiwers  of  mind.  His 
own  acquisitions  had  been  made  by  (its  and 
starts,  by  violent  irruptions  into  the  rejiions  of 
knowledge ;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  thai 
hia  iroparience  would  be  subdued,  and  his  im- 
petiiosity  resfi-ained,  so  n^  to  fit  him  for  a 
quiet  guide  to  noviees.  The  art  of  communi- 
cating^ instruction,  of  whatever  kind,  is  much 
to  be  valued ;  and  I  have  ever  thought  that 
those  who  devote  themselves  to  thi*  employ- 
ment, and  do  their  duty  with  diligence  and 
success,  are  entitled  to  very  high  reHpect  from 
the  eotnmunity.  OS  Johnson  himself  often  main- 
tained. Yet  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  irreatest 
abilitiej)  nre  not  only  not  required  f*.ir  this 
office,  but  render  a  man  less  fit  for  it. 

^Vliile  we  acknowledge  the  justness  of  Thom- 
son s  beautiful  rcmarkf  — 


thfnklnir  nn   hrr   wUli   »r)mf>   ruOlcul.^r  rftmHiifttf 


t.™  1 
■r  ftjr 

■'kvh.    On 
U.I  or  douo. 
1  for  hrr  lo 

i)i>ii*l 
111*' 

,4     ill. 

T,  b4it  thai 

hall  make  vi. 

Mrd.,  \t.  '.Mi, '. 

,    .irj   in    th,     : 

It  u  pin  :\\>\f  Ihat  1 ' 

•i  of  i-xp-Tk'ncc  (o 

(..tin. 

luH 
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**  Dcli^litfuil  tn«k  1  to  rear  the  tender  thouf^ht, 
Tu  ttacli  Ihf  young  idea  l>ow  lo  Abool  I  '*  ' 

vrc  must  eonsidei"  thdt  tliifi  delight  h  jMircep- 
tihle  cmlv  by  "  a  miml  at  wis<t%'*  n  loiinl  h(.  ofwc 
CJilin  and  cloar ;  btit  that  n  niind  gltximj  and 
imp«Truous,  like  that  ^f  Johnson,  cimnot  be 
fisfd  tor  txuy  length  oftinu?  in  luinutt?  attention, 
and  mnst  be  so  irtMjuently  irntatwi  by  nnii- 
voiduble  slowness  and  error  in  the  advances  of 
schnlivrji,  as  to  perform  the  dutVf  with  little 
pleasure  t^^i  the  teacher,  and  no  ^^reat  advantxige 
to  th«^  pupils.  Good  r^^mper  is  a  most  essential 
requisite  in  a  preceptor.  Horace  paints  the 
charuetJL'r  m  bin  mi : 

• Vt  pueii*  olim  dant  crustula  Nandi 

Doctores,  cleincnla  vclint  ut  Ji^cere  prima."* 

Johnson  wa£  not  more  satisfied  with  hia  situ- 
B.tion  jvs  the  master  of  an  aeiidemy,  than  with 
that  of  the  usher  of  a  school ;  we  need  not 
wonder,  tlierefore,  that  he  did  not  keep  his 
academy  above  a  year  and  a  half.  From  Mj\ 
Gurrick's  account,  he  did  tiot  appear  to  bavc 
been  profoundly  reverenced  by  hia  pupils.  His 
odditiedi  of  mtinner,  and  uncouth  gesticulations, 
could  not  but  be  the  subject  of  merriment  to 
tliem ;  and,  in  particidar,  the  younjj  rog^ues 
u.'ted  to  li.'Sten  at  the  df>or  of  his  Iwdchamber, 
and  peep  through  the  key-hole,  that  they 
mi^ht  turn  into  ridicule  his  tuiimltuoua  and 
awkward  fondness  for  Mrs.  Johnson,  whom  ho 
useil  to  name  by  the  familiar  appellation  of 
Tfitiy  or  TeLtpif^  which,  like  Betty  or  Beheyy 
is  provincially  used  as  a  contraction  tor  EUza^ 
btfh^  her  Christian  name,  but  which  to  us  seenia 
ludicrous,  when  applied  to  a  woman  of  her  age 
and  uppcarance.  Air.  Garrick  described  her 
to  me  iis  very  fat,  with  a  bosom  of  more  than 
ordinnry  protuberance,  with  swelled  cheeks,  of 
a  florid  red,  protluced  by  thick  paintinn;,  and 
increased  by  the  liberal  use  of  cordials ;  tiaring 
and  fantastic  in  her  dres*,  and  aflected  l»oth  in 
her  spc»3ch  and  her  ijeneral  behaviour.  ^  1  have 
seen  Garrick  cxliiblt  h^-r,  by  hia  exquisite 
talent  of  mimicry,  so  as  to  excite  the  heartiest 
btirsts  of  laujLjhter ;  V)ut  he,  probably,  a.^  is  tlie 
case  in  all  such  representations,  considerably 
agjrmvated  the  picture.* 

Tljat  Johnson  well  knew  the  mo^  proper 
course  lo  l>c  pursued  in  the  instniction  of 
youth  is  authcniicjdly  ascertained  by  the  follow - 


»  Thcttatdfi't  nptiutrtL  It  jurt  only  bi?can«p  tb<»  pcwt  npplin  It 
lo  t\n-  fir><  rHtiK-.nian  of  a  rhUd  by  lU  own  fond  fxirentt,  and 
tia<  I  4  tiwtrucUon  in  the  *dirancGd  lUget 

of  k 

>  ,.'  fonthe  their  bnyt  tn  read 

Vi  icn  <.jik4M  jiniL  «we«tii)CBl* ."    Hor.  1  Sat.  1   S&. 

«  At  Jiihn^nn  k^fit  Oftrrick  mucb  In  «we  when  pruMot, 

f)a»i,i   -1-"  t.i=  •     <^  ..  t,  turned,  rentid  the  reitrJiiit  with 
rtdi<  trfim,  whicb  thocild  be  rttwdwitJb 

*   I  •    itf    tlip    4ii(nii»iriv   .tf     TiinltriJfi* 

lj>riu  ! 

thr  > 

rfOiT'  .. 

•  fM.lll 


infj  paper*  in  his  own  liandwnlin| 
thij*  ptTiod  to  a  rdniion,  luu^ 
session  of  Mr*  John  Nicl   "    " 


>holBd| 


"  acHxiu  roa  ticz  classes  or  a  ca. 

"  When  the  introductioet,  or  form 
and  vobfi,  is  ptrfoctly  mastered,  let 

**  Corderiu*  by  Mr.  Clarke,  beg 
idTne  time  to  translate  out  of  the  inl 
by  til  is  Tnenn<i  they  may  learn  the  , 
let  titcio  proceed  tu  Erasiniu*  nA 
tran«)atiun,  by  the  same  author. 

"  Class  II.  IcamsEutropius and C 
or  Ju'^tin,  with  the  translation. 

♦'  N.  B,  Tlio  first  claw  gels  for  tt 
morning  the  rules  iivhich  they  havi 
and  in  the  afternoon  learns  the  La 
nnunfi  and  verlw.  ITiey  are  examin 
which  they  have  learnt,  every  Thl 
tur*lny. 

'*  The  second  c\ass  doe«  the  Mine 
in  Eutropius;  afterwards  their  pari 
gular  nouTis  and  verbs,  and  in  the  n 
and  scaDaing  verses.  They  are  el 
first. 

"  Class  II r.  Ovid's  Metamoi 
morning,  and  Cawr's  Commcntani 
noon. 

''  Practise  in  the  Ivatia  ndes  till  I 
in  them ;  afterwards  in  Jlr-  Leeds's  C 
£x.aniincd  iis  before  .Afterwards  { 
Virpl,  iK'ginning  at  tlie  ^ame  time  " 
and  verses,  and  to  learn  Greek;  (ron 
on  to  Horace,  &e.,  as  ahall  teem  mi 


*'  I  know  not  well  what  books  U 
becau*se  you  have  not  informed  me  ' 
ttill  apply  yourself  to.  I  Kdieve 
for  yovir  advantage  to  apply  yourse 
languages,  till  yuu  gt>  to  the  u] 
Greek  authors  1  think  it  best  for 
these :  — 


CcIjc*. 

^■Elian. 

Lucian.  by  Leeds. 

Xcnophon. 

Homer. 

llieocritus^ 

£uripid^'S. 


Attic. 

loniei 

Doric. 
Attic  I 


Thtts  you  will  be  tolerably  sk 


oAppuppr.  It  Itdf'arthat  there  are  (wo 
thf*  flr.r  fur  .1  trhrxil  —the  UfH»iiil  Torthf  il 
i'n;  I  *urflj  thil  criidp 

ri!  '  '  cUaitni  or  a  gnund 

"<i.  ?!   wli.ir    .I.ihnrtnn 

pruprr  coMrnH   ' 
It  mar  pv«n  b*'  • 
and  wnrthpr  thi 
and  allowing  t) 


wbU«  iKnofADt 

rwdiwr  M  lit  ilfi',* 


till  yni  tre   wtll  ver?td  tu   Ihuae  vt 
Cuoaaa. 


-fir.  8a. 
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_  with  tbe  Actk.  to  which  the  re«t 
W  rcwnwt* 

•  la  th«  study  of  Latin,  it  i»  jiroprr  not  to  read 
m  Utlrr  auUiurA,  till  you  are  well  verseil  in  thunt; 
rtWfiunsi  «gca ;  an  Tervnce,  TulW,  Ctrur*  SHllttst* 
tffCHW  VcUcJu*  l*aterculu4»  VlrgU,  Horace,  FhiT' 

•  Th«  gtraSxat  and    mo«t   necessary   task    still 

IBateb  t»  attain  »  hnhit  nf  rTprp<.«ioTi,  without 

-^'  *   ^.^ i^j -  _   


mon 


«.'ccs*ary 
md  can 


*  Saw.  Jowksok." 


Wliif^  Johii«€>n  kept  hit  acftdemy^  there  can 

lie  was  inseimbly  furnishing 
I  "US  knowledge;  but  1  have 
OM  ttiK«»>^rtti  iimt  be  wrote  any  tbin;^  except 
»  gnvt  p«rt  of  hie  trngcdj  o(  Irkmx,  ^ir. 
n^r  GaniK'  -*■  •  1 1  ->i-  .^v-  »f  David,  told 
•»  tbaf  Im  •  i'h  burrofring 

iW  TuTktah  !  L  .  .,    ..  order  to  form 

U»  yUmj  tixm)  n  he  bad  finished  some 

it.  Ill  iit  he  hftd  done  to  Mr, 

r^  who  objected  to  his  having  already 
hrmine   into  pTf»af  dtfttress,  and 
ly  eonirivc  to 
Johnson, 
]*re«sive  pro- 
i .  Widmesley 
?»Uf  i  can  put  her  into 


•'-,  wajs  well  pleioied 

'  abilities  a«  a  drii* 

.   him  to  iiniab  the 


iRfidy,  aad  prudiic«  it  on  tlie  stage. 


CnAPTER  V. 
1737  —  1738. 


UbtM  fMM  to  London  vith  Garrick. -^  Lodgt$ 
la  ^Mftw  SUtL — Rutittt  to  Gttenwich,  and 
fnamdm  mUk  «  irtrng."* —  Prnjcetn  n  TVantJatiom  of 

.  jiHtm**  ItlttrwT  nt  t%tt  Turk*.  Jr,hn*r>n  mv«,  tn  thm 


the  Hhtnrtj  of  the  Cnuncil  of  Tr*nt.  —  liotumi 
to  LichfieUit  and  J^nithe*  **  /fene,** —  Utmovet  to 
LuTtdon  with  hi$  Hlfe. —  Litt  nf  Rrti4fi*<ye$,—- 
Bar^mts  a  U'ritfr  in  the  Gtnttfmon'*  Mat/axint, 

Jojorsow  now  thoujfht  of  trying  bin  fortune  in 
London,  the  great  field  of  juienius  and  exertion» 
where  talents  of  every  kind  hsive  tlie  fullest 
scope  and  the  highest  encourngeuient.  It  is  a 
memorable  circumstance,  that  hia  pupil,  David 
Garrick,  went  thither  at  the  aanie  time  ",  with 
intent  tn  complete  his  eflueution  wid  IVtilow  the 
profession  of  the  law,  from  which  he  was  soon 
diverted  by  hia  decided  preference  for  thu 
BtJige. 

This  joint  expedition  of  those  two  eminent 
men  to  the  metropolis  waa  many  years  after- 
wards noticed  in  an  jdlegorical  poem  on  Shak- 
speare'a  mulberry  tree,  by  IMr.  L.ovibon<l,  th« 
ingenious  author  of  "  The  Tears  of  Old-May- 
day."* 

They  were  recommeoded  to  Mr.  Cnlson  *, 
an  eminent  mnthemalicinn  and  mastxjr  of  «n 
academy,  by  the  following  letter  Crota  ill". 
Wabnesley :  — 


TO  THE  REV,  JOHN  COLSON. 

*•  Licbfield,  Katvli  9.  I73r^7. 

"  DlcAft  Sia,! —  1  had  the  fkvour  of  your*,  atid  «m 
extrvmidy  ohliged  to  you  ;  hut  I  cannot  say  I  ItJid 
a  greater  aflcction  for  you  upon  it  than  I  Imd 
bcfort',  being  long  since  so  much  endeared  to  }'4.»u, 
as  well  by  an  «yirly  fTictidship,  as  by  your  mnny 
ffkcc'Uent  and  valuable  qualitictttiom ;  and«  hod  1  n 
fton  of  my  own,  it  would  be  my  ambition,  instead 
of  S4nidvng  him  to  the  uuiveriity,  to  dispo^  of  him 
as  thi«i  young  gentleman  i<^. 

"  He,  and  another  nt^tglibour  of  mine,  one  Mr« 
Snmucl  Juhnwn,  .set  out  thi»  morning  for  London 
together.  Davy  Garrick  to  be  with  you  early  the 
next  wfck,  and  Air.  Johnnon  to  try  his  fate  with  the 
tragedy,  and  to  vee  to  get  hitoMilf  employed  in  some 
translation,  either  from  the  Laitin  or  the  French. 
Jribruion  i&  a  very  good  M'UoloJ'aiid  poet,  aJtd  I  biivc 
grc^t  hi>p«?9wiU  turn  out  a  finv  trag^dy-wrilcr.     If 


1 Vtr^H  In  »UCb  IDdlgcnt  r' *  ■!;«.*«♦ 

!  Aunt  Luiibijoil  wat  '  .itUrtrniitftn. 

vork*  *crp  little  ki  »nJ  *tv  now 

...1  .<^^,-rvi„ltv  (>.._-1,.  .  '...1.  I. at  in. 


-  ^mh  *M  th. 


la  a  ftfnif  imr^^  fontp  . 

la  Mv|^k' 

liailt> 


tm  arrliral  l  Iml 


llld     lll'Jtlj 


li<j«*^cr  tii»(  tnar  ^' 
tg  h$  tifwn,  nut  ma  an  ndrr 


VI .i; I.. 
*fli?f  Ii 

tldUM,    I 

t*tU  ;  >' 

♦♦*r  * 
th#r«^  ■< 

nlinLnt 


h«<t    written    tht 


it  should  any  way  lie  tn  your  way,  doubt  not  but 
you  would  be  reiidy  to  rcooniinend  and  assist  your 
coaaUryumn, 

llow  he  employed  himself  upon  his  first 
coming  to  London  is  not  purticularly  knowru 
I  never  heard  (hat  he  found  any  jjrotectfaii  or 
encouragement  by  the  means  of  Air,  Colson,  to 
who&e  ajL*ademy  David  Gurriek  wont.  Mrs. 
Liiey  Porter  told  me,  that  J\lr.  W'jUniosIey  gave 
hmi  a  letter  of  iiiti-oduction  to  Lintot^  hu  book- 
BcLler,  nnd  that  Johnson  wrote  some  things  for 
him ;  but  I  lina;^ne  this  to  be  a  mistake,  for 
I  have  discovered  no  trace  of  it,  and  I  am 
pretty  sure  he  told  me,  that  ilr.  Cave  was  the 
first  publisher  by  whom  his  pen  wm  engaged  b 
London.* 

lie  hod  a  little  money  when  he  came  to 
town,  and  he  knew  how  he  could  live  in  the 
cheapei^t  manner.  I  lis  6ri«t  lodgings  were  at 
the  nouBe  of  Mr.  Norris,  a  staymidter,  in 
Exeter  Strcetn^  adjoining  Catherine  Street,  in 
the  Strand.  *■'  I  dined, '  said  he»  "  very  well 
for  ti;^lit-[>enoe,  with  very  good  company,  at 
the  Piiie- Apple  in  New  Street,  just  by.  Several 
of  them  had  travelled.  They  cxpe<;tcd  to  meet 
every  day;  but  did  not  know  one  another b 
names.  It  used  to  cost  the  I'cst  a  shilling,  for 
they  drank  wine ;  but  I  hud  a  cut  of  meat  for 
eixjience,  an<11  bread  fur  ii  penny,  and  gave  the 
waiter  a  ])euny ;  so  that  I  was  quite  well  8er>'ed, 
nay,  better  thiLn  the  rest,  for  they  gave  the 
waiter  nothing,"  ' 

He  at  this  time^  I  belSeve,  abstained  cntirtily 
from  fermented  liquor*  t  a  practice  to  which  he 
rigirlly  conformed  for  many  year*  together,  at 
dilFercnt  periods  of  his  life.  ♦ 

His  Ofelluii,  in  the  Art  of  Living  iu  Lon- 
don*, 1  have  heard  him  relate,  was  an  Irish 
painter,  wliom  he  knew  at  Birmingham,  and 
who  had  practised  his  own  precepts  of  fconuinj 
for  several  years  in  the  Brttisn  capital.  He 
asftured  Jotin&on,  who,  I  suppose^  was  then 
mcidituting  to  try  his  fortune  m  London,  but 
was  apprehensive  of  the  cjtpense,  *■  that  thirty 


»  Mf .  P.  Cuiinlnghanj  ohwrvcii.  that  lhl«  Irtter  mutt  have 
been  totVie  .on  of  tbo  rirlpbrarcti  Bprrmrd  Ltntot,  the  latter 
h*»M  I    t.    173fi.— Cbujcir,  IM6. 

'  I  iiiwdolr  wa»  commimlratrc!  hy  liimtolf  tn 

Mr.  .1  Mr.  WHeox,  th**  IvToK'' llfr,  f>n  h/'lTisr  In 

frjfiii  I  IjU  intention  *         ..,,,, 

an  .T  ^  rol«u»t  frftiin 

tilifii  .  "  Vmi  bflil  '■ 

He,  *.. ,.,  ....a.-.i,  "U'JIcox  v., :  .,., ....,.,, 

—  BtMWKLt.  Perhaps  he  m««iit  that  i'jtvr  wmc  the  tirtt  tn 
whom  b«  WM  rcffuUrlf  and  con«tai)tly  mmnge^i  txit  Wllenit 
•Dd  Llntot  iDBy  hKvr  pra\A>if<^  hitn  ncrailcjnAlly  ;  and  Dnds- 
IcT  rertJiliilv  printed  hU  Lintdou  bf'fore  Cave  had  printed  aur 
tiung  of  hii  tnit  twn  or  tliree  triflea  in  the  Gnuttmana 
Uagaztiu:  —  CRORaa. 

*  Bui  if  we  may  tn«t  ^  '  rion.  he 
waa  about  thia  time,  or  ^  I  lr>«ir<r  ; 
"for, painful  ««  it  it  to  (■  ■  >;i  in  hit 
Msmoirt.  vol.  1.  p,3.V>.)  "  I  ii,tm  iif  urn  uiiii  iiiiM*'.rii"i*  rcholaf. 
Dr.  JohiiitMn,  attert,  and  he  ne»er  yarlfNl  trmn  Ihi'  trHth  of 
f«tt»  th.it  ho  tiibalsted  bimtetf  for  •  con»idfrablo  «pace  nf 
tim,.  HIM,!,  fh..  m-!,titjr  plltaitre  of  /our^penpe  ka^pemtg  per 
dat  ' 

*  '!«  obwlinrficr  frotn  wine  mar.  perhnpi.tM 
attrM  t),  bill  in  hit  ■utiaequent  life  h«  ««•  re- 
•rrfii  iik'once  \rj.  «•  It  appeari.  ninral.  or 
rmtli^  ,i!ioni.  fie  found  bjr  n.peri*nre 
that  .'<                                 'ipatedfora  mamrot,  jet  ereiitiully 


fiounds  a  year  was  enough  to  en&hle  a  n 
ive  there  without  being  contemptible.  ] 
lowed  ten  pounds  for  clothes  and  linen^ 
said  a  imm  might  live  in  a  garret  at  ei^ 
pence  a  week ;  few  people  woidd  inquflflj 
he  lodged ;  and  if  liiGy  did,  it  was  ^ai^ 
*  Sir,  I  am  to  be  found  at  such  a  place, 
spending  three-pence  in  a  cotfee-houj 
might  be  for  some  hours  every  day  ir 
goofi  company  ;  he  might  dine  f«tr  six 
breakfast  on  bread  and  milk  for  a  peiin 
do  without  supper.  On  cledn-nhirt-atty  hi 
abroad,  ajid  paid  visits."  ®  1  have  hear 
more  than  once  talk  of  his  frugal  friend, 
he  recollectetl  with  esteem  and  kiudi 
did  not  like  to  have  one  smile  at  tl 
"  This  man,'*  said  he,  gravely,  "  wi 
sensible  man,  who  perfectly  understc 
mon  affairs :  a  man  of  a  great  deal  < 
ledge  of  tlie  world,  fresh  from  life,  not  si 
through  books.  He  borrowed  a  horse  11 
pountls  at  Birmingham.  Finding  hii 
ter  of  so  much  money,  he  set  off 
Chester,  in  order  to  get  to  Ireland* 
turned  the  horse,  and  probably  the  U 
too,  after  he  had  got  home." 

Considering  Johnson's  narrcnr  ctrci 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  and  pai 
the  iuterestinff  era  of  his  launching 
ocean  of  London,  it  is  not  to  be  woD< 
tliat  an  actual  instance,  proved  by 
of  the  possibility  of  enjoying  the  ini 
luxury  of  social  life  upon  a  very  sint" 
«ihould  deeply  engage  his  attention,  lint 
recollectetl  by  him  as  a  circumstance  i 
importance.  He  amused  himself,  1  reN 
by  coiuputing  how  much  more  cJtpii 
absolutely  necessary  to  live  ujvnn  the  sd 
with  that  which  his  friend  described,  i 
value  of  money  was  diminished  by  the  pit 
commerce.  It  may  be  estimated  tliat  dc 
money  might  now  with  difficulty  be  i^ 
Amidst  this  cold  obscurity,  there  1 
brilliant  circumstance  to  cheer  liim| 
well  acquainted  with  Mr,  Henry  Hcnn 


<iK«**wt«*  the  heredlUTy  diieajie  under  which 
and  perhapi  it  tnnr  hare  bn»i)  nwiti^  to  a  U 
*l«tlm?iio^.    lliat   hU     mmtal    health 


aiti^  to  N  loni 
ilth  icfnu  lf>  1 
«-T  piirtlitn  of  hit 


better  in  thp  latter  thauin  the  earll*- 

ffivif,  \n  liU  T'rafers  and  Mfditatinrii^ 

'   f              ■     i.    wltif*  and  ia(»(M'r«,  !  '  fi 

had  frr«iom  of  inlJi  n 

>r  all  till*  yrur,  «*ip  iI 

•■,.,,  ,.,.  ..-,    ,..Ljta(ninB  it."     See  -i  t4 

Theif  retnarkt  are  Itnjwirt.uit.  I>rr.iji  a 

if  too  often  trejitpd  on  a  coiitrnrv  n 
of,  or  inatCentlon  to,  *vl)at  mn^v  b*'  it' 

>  OfeUui  wai  a  Roman  ruftic  uhi  if 

ItlTlnit  |in*cepti  for  frufta!  UvtnK,     I  n 
thi*  irl»h  profftforofecoDonij  Johtr 

•  ThU»pwie$or  efonomy  *»§  tnn  rinikiiiJ  "o 

Swia,  (  thlnlc,  talks  of  making  Ti«lt«  oi)   »hAy|i 

clean  •thirt-day—  VntMnrM.  *< 

:  TbeHon.H  "     "  '        '^  -•''      --     ,     't! 

of  Bri.tol.  [b-ifi  '1 

iDarrln;l(in  17^'  S 

11,1  T                                                U    laiiul%',  —   I  M 

n<  !                                   ri<i^«  JoKni»o(i  u, 

fri'                                       "h-.,  It  will   '  •  .  i<| 

Wit  11^                                         I  iiiii  liiiid 

Wr.  Bo«-v  tiirarT  «vUtl]l 


Johncon 


'  of  jfcara, 


M 
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<if  tbe  liruiclics  ut  tjie  noUle  fomll^r  of  lb  at 
who  \\iu\  VMien  quartefe»i  at  Lichfield  as 
r.  nny,  and  had  at  this  time  a 

I  r»,   where   Johnson   was   fre- 

<t,  and  had  im  opportunity 
I  company.  Not  very  loug 
'  '    ' '  *  ,   among 

^  kindly 
i*i  «iv  -,vi  ila'd  thi8 
."  thus :  "  He  waa 
il  fo  mo.     if' you 

t  _'n  only  tliree 
iuid  tivnt  he  rvtirud  for  some 
jT  (treenwich,  where  he  pro- 
{  farther,  and  usea  to 
*  Park  ;  but  did  not  stay 
a  ])lace  to  finish  it. 
wv:  find  the  foUowing  letter 
Edward  Cave,  which^  as  a 
of  Ilia  literary  history,  it  ifl 


ITU  Uli    :'       il 

K  fririi^i 
ftdrn:  llrnurT,  I  - 


Uk  k 


JOUKSON  TO  CAVE. 

~  Of««B«kh,  nntdoor  to  the  nol4eti  Htart, 
Cburcb  Street,  Jgly  19. 1737. 

•  st%t  —  Hafinf  abfi:i  ur  papers  yery 

■ManrnMCl  oAan  of  cttc  to  men  of  Ict- 

|gt^  1  K«««  rhrj.-^^  betn<:  - ^i  in  Londom  to 

^^rnnmu:  "U  the  folloMnng  de«>ign,  whldu 

I  bc^w,  ><  lA  it,  will  Iw  of  iidv«nt«ge  to 

Til*  Ubtory  of  the  Council  of  Trent  having 

J  tnumlAtrd  into  French,  and  pitbhMjyd 

by    Ur.  Lv  Coufiiyer,   (he  rcjiu- 

>k  ta  Mj  jnucli  it'vivfJ  in  Eriglitttd* 

d,  «  new  trarjulalion  of  it  from 

-  wil!)  L*  CouraiytT'*  notes  frum 

■  of  a  faviiursble  reception, 

hat  the  History  is  already 

J|_(.-  IxTcd  that  thert'  was 

>•  Courajcr's   under'- 

.  ^..;j^c%  that    the   French 

on»r    i)f  their  l*eM    tniHiUlor*, 
read  ihfcc  pagea  of  the  KngliaU 
iTcring  thjil  the  «tyle  is  ciapahlc 
«lg*^  ■>**■,  l>»t  whptlifrthune  improve. 

iMnUAr  »>.mpt.you  rnuKt 

f   you  approve 

.■•,x/  o&runinatlon. 

versions  e(|Uui,  we 

1    the  notes  will  turn 

considering  the  repu^ 


th.( 

ill  our  t«irtiiir, 
flf  the  •nfw»t»»or 


Mtk       1 1 1  (.        II 


'v  answer, 
•;oheme ; 
M.  «  ,,.   ..,-..,,   ,^..Jt  if  you 
«n»     i  xm.  Sir,  your  liumbli;  «<eMnnt, 

*  «*  Sam,  JomrBon,** 

II  dbt>tiM  ff'^'m  from  this  Idter,  though  tub* 


im|«r^,  ^.<  ,  .   ..   -.^n«  tbat  of  i^w^n  va*  aftitnimrdj  auI^ 
'  fW  M»  ym  ■■!  •hirh  Dr.  John»in  Justly  chatMtvrlMt 

Mat    fef«lltc«     •**    tlM    n^irhrxii  t',    Popit'i 


smbed  with  his  own  name,  that  he  hud  not  yet 
been  introduced  to  Mr.  Cave.  AVe  shall  i»Ve- 
sently  see  what  was  done  in  consequence  Ot  tlie 
proposal  whi(.rh  it  contains. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  he  returned  to 
Lichfield  *,  where  he  had  Icjl  Iklrs.  Johnson,  and 
there  he  at  last  finished  his  trage<iy,  which  was 
not  executed  with  his  rapidity  of  composition 
upon  other  occasions,  but  was  slowly  and  puin- 
fijlly  elaborated.  A  few  day*  before  his  tleath, 
while  burning  a  great  mass  of  pajiem,  he  picked 
out  from  among  them  the  original  unlorme<l 
sketch  of  this  tragedy,  in  his  own  haodwritinj^, 
and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Langton,  by  whose  iavotir 
a  copy  of  it  is  now  in  my  possession.  It 
cont^iins  fragments  of  the  intended  plot,  and 
speeches  for  the  different  persona  of  the  dninia, 
partly  in  the  raw  materials  of  prose,  partly 
worked  up  into  verse ;  as  also  a  variety  of  hints 
for  illustration,  Intrrowed  from  the  Greek,  Ro- 
man, and  modern  writer*.  The  handwriting  is 
very  dithcult  to  be  read,  even  by  tho^  who 
were  best  ac(|UAinted  with  Johnson's  mode  of 
penmanship,  which  at  all  times  was  very  par- 
tictdar.  Ihe  King  having:  graciouslv  accepted 
of  lliis  manuscript  as  a  literary  curiosity,  Mr. 
Laii*;ton  made  a  fair  and  distinct  copv  of  it., 
which  he  ordered  to  be  bound  up  witli  the 
originial  and  the  printed  tragedy ;  and  the 
volume  is  deposited  in  the  Kind's  library*' 
His  Mujesty  was  plea-Hwl  to  permit  Mr.  Lang- 
ton  to  take  a  cony  of  it  for  hnuself. 

ITie  wholi!  ot  It  is  rich  in  thought  and  im- 
agery, and  happy  expressions  ;  and  of  the  din' 
jecta  membra  Bciittered  throughout,  and  as  yet 
unarrangcil,  a  gtuwl  diutiiaiic  |)oet  might  ataiI 
himself  with  considerable  advantage.  I  alinJl 
pve  ray  readers  some  specimens  of  different 
kinds,  distinguishing  them  by  the  italic  clua- 
racter. 

"  Sor  think  to  say,  here  teiU  I  Mtopt 
ffrre  will  1  J\£  the  limif*  of  trnnnjrtttion^ 
^or  farther  tempt  the  acCHpin^  rayr  offteuvrn. 
When  puiit  like  thia  once  hitrbmurt  in  the  hreoBl, 
ThoBt  kioif  Iteinpt,  whot*  ittifetn  dtrettinn 
Ciuidr*  throuifh  the  mine  nf  lift  t/m  Mtrjut  af  man, 
fly  the  detested  mavniont  nf  impiety^ 
And  quit  thrir  charge  to  harrtir  and  to  rKtm.** 

A  small  part  onl^  of  tins  interesting  admo- 
nition is  preserved  in  the  play,  and  is  varied,  I 
tliink,  not  to  advantage :  — 

'*  Tlie  toul  once  tainted  with  no  fuul  a  crime, 
No  more  sliall  glow  with  friendship's  lmllow*d 

ardour, 
Those  holy  beings  whose  m|>erior  care 
Guides  errrng  mortals  to  the  paths  of  virtue, 
Affri^Clitcd  at  impiety  like  Ihiue, 
Resign  their  charge  to  baseness  and  to  ruin,** 

mfttt  iOci.  »«>,  VM  alto  tery  cUwor  but  vwy  mad.— 

probabljr  to  Edial,  where  kt  •evini  Mrc.  Johnv^ti 
—  Caoaaa. 

ry  of  KlDg  GeorKe  ITI.  wa*  ftvnv.  aa  I  nlwart 
uiuWvGryfT'  i>r«irgi  IV.,  |u 

^iiMnim.    8urr  <til^  not  ^av* 

i;outa  private  li 


»  Jft4  the  tofi  imfictum 
FJuth  (n  my  eSeek,  and  leander  in  my  i*«iiii. 
Taach  me  the  Grecian  artt  ofmfi  permtuum.** 

'•  Sure  this  in  lovt,  which  heretoftfre  f  ctntcdptd  tki 
drtntH  of  idle  maidtt  and  uhuUoh  podM.*' 

**  Thmtfjh  no  comrtg  or  prwiigit*  foretold  the  ruin 
4ff  Gfttce-,  MttjfnM  whinh  heaven  mvMt  Ay  anotker  miracle 
efUiUe  Kf  in  under Uand,  jf*t  mi^ht  it  he  fomthowH.^  by 
tttkimt  HO  hu  ticrtuin,  by  1A0  ptcer  which  aiwayt  bring 
it  onr 

TluB  last  passage  is  worked  up  in  the  traged  j 
itoelf  as  follown  1  — 

'*  That  powt-r  thot  kindly  spreads 

Tlw  cUmds  a  signal  of  impending  uliowen. 
To  warn  the  wandVmg  linnet  to  the  shude, 
Ik'hcldv  without  concern,  expiring  Greece, 
And  not  one  prodigj  forytold  our  fule, 

DtMrraics. 
•'  A  thousand  horrid  prodigies  foretold  it ; 
A  iecblc  government,  eluded  lavri, 
A  faotious  populucr,  lu^uriousi  nubk's. 
And  all  the  muladies  of  sinking  states. 
When  public  vilhmy,  too  strong  for  justicci 
Shows  hia  bold  frutiu  the  harbinger  of  ruiot 
Can  braw  Leomliu*  call  for  airy  wonders. 
Which  chvaii  inierpri't,  and  which  fooU  regard? 
When  sotny  nfjjltctvd  fiibric  nod^  boiieath 
Tlie  weight  of  ytars.  and  loltei*  to  ihc  icmpcst, 
Mu;t  hi-uvtrn  despittch  tlte  ini3M.<ngcr&  of  light, 
Or  wake  tlie  dead,  to  wuni  us  of  iu  fall?  " 

Mahoukt  (to  laKHs).  *^  I  ham  tri*d  the*,  vmd 
jify  tit  find  that  thou  dettn^Mt  U>  be  faved  hy  Mahomet, 
• — with  a  mind  great  as  hit  oum,  Surct  thou  art  an 
error  of  natttre,  aitd  an  txceptiim  to  tht  nitt  nf  thy 
HX,  end  ort  immortal ;  fur  tentimmtn  like  thine  were 
m*irer  to  »ink  into  nothim^,  I  thouyht  all  the  tluinghU 
vf  the  fair  hml  been  <ti  select  (he  grace*  of  the  dag, 
disfMtte  thecutourt  of  the  Jiannting  (jHowing)  robe,tune 
tAe  eoice  and  rott  the  eyc^  place  the  gem^  choose  the 
dretji^  and  add  new  tote*  to  tht  fading  chetk^  but  — 
tpartdiny,'" 

Thus  tn  tlie  tragedy :  — 

•*  Illustrious  maid,  new  wonders  6x  me  thine ; 
Thy  soul  complctca  the  triumphs  of  tljy  &ce  i 
1  thought,  forgive  my  fiiir*  the  noblest  aim, 
The  strongest  eftbrt  of  a  female  soul 
Was  but  to  choose  tlie  graces  of  the  day. 
To  tune  the  tongue,  to  teach  the  eyes  to  roll, 
DinpoiMi  the  colours  of  the  flowing  robe. 
And  add  new  roses  Co  the  faded  cbeeL.'* 

I  ahftU  select  one  other  passage,  on  account 
of  the  doctrine  which  it  illustrates. 

taKXV  observes,  *'ihia  ih€  Suprtma  Being  will 
meeept  cf  virtue^  wha^Mr  cuiward  eircumttance*  it 
may  be  aecompattied  with,  and  may  b«  delighted  with 


1  Sfv  anti,  p.m.  n.l. 

t  Thii  liu  Mr.  Uuawull  fiUcMt  QMtvr  the  dale  St  whkb  U 
WM  lUcUlml  In  UUnHiMktJcHTTJ},  It  M»iiit  more  con- 
t*ii1buUji  tutroduced  li«f«,  SMl  t  bate  addctt.  m»  far  ■•  1  have 


ux 


poriBiia  of  warthip :  but  is  answered,  7^ 
camnoi  affect  that  Being^  tr/io,  injiniirfg  haji^ 
Otm  perfeetion»,  want*  no  esternxU  grtxtifict^i 
eon  infimile  truth  Im  delighted  with  faUehO' 
though  he  may  guide  or  pity  thaae  ke  U 
MtBf  he  abandtmJt  thoMC  who  aAal  their 
the  beamt  of  day  " 

Johnson's  residence  at  LirL field, 
turn  to  it  at  this  time,  was  onlyr 
mouths ;  and  as  be  bad  as  yet  seen  ' 
part  of  the  wonders  of  the  metroi 
little  to  tell  his  townsmen.  He  rcj 
[Stpt.  20.  1773]  the  following  niinutet 
of  thii  period  :  —  *^  In  the  last  age,  w; 
mother  lived  in  London,  thure  were  ( 
of  people,  those  who  gave  the  wall  ati 
who  took  it  \  the  peaceable  and  the  i 
some.  When  I  returned  to  Lichfiel* 
having  been  in  London,  my  mother  lus 
whether  I  was  one  of  those  who  f^ave  t 
or  those  who  took  it.  Note  it  is  fijc 
every  man  keeps  to  the  right ;  or, 
taking  the  wall,  another  yields  it|j 
never  a  dispute." 

He  now  removed  to  London  with 
son  \  but  her  daughter,  who  harl  liv< 
them  at  Kdial,  was  lell  with  her  rein 
the  country.'  His  lodgings  were  for  so 
in  Woodstock  Street,  near  Hanover 
and  aJ'terwards  In  Castle  Street,  near  C«i 
Square.  As  there  is  somethlug  pleasi 
terestiiig,  to  many,  in  tracin|r  so  gre* 
through  all  his  mfTerent  habitations, 
[hcrep  present  my  readers  with  an  exa« 
hiA  lod^mgs  and  houses,  in  order  of  tiim 
in  placid  eondesceusion  to  my  respec 
rioaity,  he  one  evening  \^Oct.  10.  17791 
to  me,  but  without  specifying  he  ~ 
lived  at  each. 

1.  Eteter-slrect,  Catherine-Street, 

2.  Greenwich 
S.  Woodstock-street,  near  Hanover 

4.  Castle-ftreet,  Cavendish<i«qu4re. 

5.  Boswell-court 

6.  Strand. 

7.  Strand  again.' 

8.  Bow-street. 

9.  Holbora. 

10.  Fetter-lane. 

11,  Holborn  again  [at  the  Goldcn  Ai 

born-bar  K» 
IS.  Gough-s<)uarQ 

13.  Staple-inn 

14.  Gray V inn 

15.  Inner  Temple^lsnc,  No.  1. 
1<».  Johason-court,  Fleet-street,  No.  X 
17.    Bolt*GOurt,  Fleet-street,  No.  8. 

In  the  progress  of  his  life  I  shall 
sion  to  mention  some  d  them  as  eoi 
porticidar  inctdentsi|  or  with  the 


diacovi!r«4  %,  the  j«ar  \n  which  JobR*oQ  Jtirtti 
of  theie  rasldkiiioH.  —  Caosaa. 

3  tn  a  Ivtter  dated  3ltarcb  »l.  1741,  Jofantoa : 
hu  Tvrently  "  rcinaf  ed  to  the  Stack  Bo§ 
ortt  ttjEtkinM  Durham  Ywd."—  Ckokks. 


A 
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ticnlBr  puts  of  his  works.  To  somef  this  mi- 
nnte  attention  may  appear  trifling ;  but  when 
we  oonsider  the  punctilious  exactness  with 
which  the  different  houses  in  which  Milton  re- 
sided hare  been  traoed  by  the  writers  of  his 
life,  a  similar  enthusiasm  may  be  pardoned  in 
the  biographer  of  Johnson. 

His  tragedy  being  by  this  time,  as  he  thought, 
eompletely  finished  and  fit  for  the  stage,  he  was 
ttrj  desirous  that  it  should  be  brought  for- 
wara.  Mr.  Peter  Garrick  told  me,  that  John- 
son and  he  went  together  to  the  Fountain 
taTem,  and  read  it  over,  and  that  he  afterwards 
solicited  Mr.  Fleetwood,  the  patentee  of  Drury 
Lane  theatre,  to  hare  it  acted  at  his  house ;  but 
Mr.  Fleetwood  would  not  accept  it,  probably 
because  it  was  not  patronised  by  some  man  of 
^gfa  rank ;  and  it  was  not  acted  till  1749,  when 
his  friend  DaTid  Garrick  was  manager  of  that 
theatre. 

Hie  Gentleman*s  Magazine,  beeun  and  car- 
ried on  by  Mr.  Edward  CaTC,  under  the  name 
cf  Syhranus  Urban,  had  attracted  the  notice  and 
oteem  of  Jolmson,  in  an  eminent  degree,  be- 
fore be  came  to  London  as  an  adventurer  in 
Utenuture.  He  told  me,  that  when  he  first 
Mw  St.  John*s  Gate,  the  place  where  that 
deMrredlv  popular  miscellany  was  originally 
printed,  ne  **  oeheld  it  with  reverence."^  I 
mppooe,  indeed,  that  every  young  author  has 
kad  the  same  kind  of  feeling  for  me  magazine 
or  periodical  publication  wnich  has  first  en- 
tertained him,  and  in  which  he  has  first  had  an 
mxnrtumtT  to  see  himself  in  print,  without 
the  risk  of  exposing  his  name.  I  myself  re- 
eoUect  such  impressions  from  the  Scots  Maga- 
zine, which  was  begun  at  Edinburgh  in  the 
vear  1739,  and  has  been  ever  conducted  with 
judgment,  accuracy,  and  propriety.  I  yet 
cannot  help  thinking  of  it  with  an  afieetionate 
regard.  Johnson  has  dignified  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  by  the  importance  with  which  he 
invests  the  life  of  Cave ;  but  he  has  given  it 
itill  greater  lustre  by  the  various  admirable 
essav*  which  he  wrote  for  it. 

llsough  Johnson  was  often  solicited  by  his 
friends  to  make  a  complete  list  of  his  writings, 
and  talked  of  doing  it,  I  believe  with  a  serious 
mtention  that  they  should  all  be  collected  on 


I  o^rrr  could  have  said  terionsly  that  he  lookml  at 
II  Joho't  Oatr  a«  thw  printioK-offire  of  I'ave,  with  revfrencf. 
TW  (imttemaM'$  Mttgazitu  had  bf«n,  at  this  time,  but  aix 
yonbefirrthe  ptiblic,aod  it*  contents  wfrr,  rreiiir  hen  Jnhn- 
HBhhBarir  bad  rtintrltMJted  to  improve  it.  not  much  entitled 
iBmrrrmee :  Johowm'*  rerrrenrf  would  have  been  more 
locljr  eiritrd  tnr  the  recollection!  connected  with  the  nncient 
6«lr  itarlf.  ib^  but  relic  of  the  onceextcntire  and  magniflcent 
fViarj  of  th*  heroic  knifthtii  of  the  order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
Hlm.  aupprgwed  at  the  DiMolution.  and  destroyed  bj  sue- 
■■i*e  diiapida(lfin«  ?  Its  lait  prior.  Sir  William  Weston, 
Wmadi  cfMspctiaated  with  the  annual  pension  (enormous  in 
ttawd^a)  of  liUtf..  died  of  a  broken  heart,  on  Ascension- 
^.  l54oL  Uir  vrry  dajr  the  house  was  suppressed.  —  Crokrr, 
IVI.  1  learn  with  pleasure  that  this  relique  of  antiquity, 
•Iv^h  b  aurh  dUapiaated.  U  about  to  be  carefully  restored. 
.^Caonra.  1M6. 

<  Whil^.  >o  the  courtc  of  ray  lurrative,  I  enumerate  his 
•ndi^s.  I  tball  take  care  that  my  readers  shall  not  be  left 
•I  wcr  tn  doobe,  between  certainty  and  coqjecture,  with 


his  own  account,  he  put  it  off  from  year  to 
year,  and  at  last  died  without  having  done  it 
perfectly.  I  have  one  in  his  own  handwriting, 
which  contains  a  certain  number;  I  indeed 
doubt  if  he  could  have  remembered  every  one 
of  them,  as  they  were  so  numerous,  so  various, 
and  scattered  in  such  a  multiplicity  of  uncon- 
nected publications ;  nay,  several  of  them  pub- 
lished under  the  names  of  other  persons,  to 
whom  he  liberally  contributed  from  the  abun- 
dance of  his  mind.  We  must,  therefore,  be 
content  to  discover  them,  partly  from  occa- 
sional information  given  by  uim  to  his  friends, 
and  partly  from  internal  evidence.* 

His  first  performance  in  the  Gcntleman^s  Ma- 
gazine, which  for  many  years  was  his  principal 
source  of  employment  and  support,  was  a  copy 
of  Latin  verses,  In  March,  1738,  addressed  to 
the  editor  in  so  happy  a  style  of  compliment, 
that  Cave  must  have  been  destitute  both  of 
taste  and  sensibility,  had  he  not  felt  himsdf 
highly  gratified.^ 


Ad  UasANirM.* 

Urbane,  nullis  fcsse  laboribus. 

Urbane,  nullis  victe  calumniis, 

Cui  fronte  scrtutn  in  erudite 

Perpetud  viret  et  virebit ; 

Quid  moliatur  gens  imitantium, 
Quid  et  minetur,  solicit  us  pariim, 
Vacarc  sol  is  pergc  Musis 
Juxta  animo  studiisque  felix. 

LinguflP  procacis  plumbca  spicula, 
Fidcns,  siipcrl)o  frange  stientio ; 
Victrix  per  obstantes  catervas 
Scdulitas  aniinosa  tciidet. 

Intende  ncrvos,  fortis,  inanibus 
Risurus  olim  nisibus  smuli ; 
Intende  jam  nervus  habebis 
Farticipes  opcrae  Cama'uas. 

Non  ulla  Musis  pagina  gratior, 
Quam  quft>  sevcris  ludicra  jungcre 
Novit,    fatigatamquc  nugis 
Utilil)us  rccrcare  mentem. 


regard  to  their  authenticity,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  mark 
with  an  <ii/<rM*(*)  tho«c  which  he  Mcknuwledtted  to  hit 
friends,  and  with  a  dactrer  (f )  tho^e  which  are  ascertained  to 
be  his  by  internal  t'vi«lence.  When  any  other  pieces  are 
aAC rilled  to  him  I  .sh.ill  \f.\vv  my  reasons.  —  Koswbll. 

3  Taste  and  sensiliillty  were  very  certainly  not  the  distin- 
(fXiishinK  qualities  of  Cave  ;  but  was  this  ode.  Indeed,  "  <r 
nappy  ttjfie  of  compliment  f"  Arc  "  Jronte  tertum  tn  eru- 
dilu  "  —  ••  I.ingiue  ptumb<-a  spicula  "  —  f'ictrix  per  obttantet 
caterras  "  —  l.t/coris  and  /r»»  — the  ro«^  — the  vioUt  — and 
the  rain/H}tp  —  \n  any  way  appropriate  to  the  printer  of  .*<t. 
John's  Uate,  hi«  in.iKaiine,  or  nis  antaKonists?  How  Johnson 
would  in  later  life  have  deridtxl.  in  another,  such  misappli«-<l 
pedantry  !  Mr.  Murphy  surmines  that  "this  ode  may  have 
been  sugKc»ted  to  the  mind  of  Johnson,  who  had  me<1itated 
a  history  of  the  modem  Latin  pocti  (see  antt,  p.  T2.),  by 
Caslmir's  ode  to  Fopo  Urban, — 

'  I'rbanc  return  maxiiae,  maxime 
Urbane  vatum.'  "  ~-  Crorbr. 


32 


BOS\\TiLL\S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


Tfxente  nymphis  scrta  Lycortde, 
Ilo5iiE  ruborcin  stc  viola  nd^uvat 
Immiintii.,  sic  lri&  relulgct 

^th(;reU  variata  fucis.*  S.  J. 

It  appears  that  he  was  now  enlisted  hj  Mr. 
Cave  as  a  re^lar  coarljutor  in  his  nmgiuine, 
by  wWch  he  probiibly  obtiuneJ  ii  tolerable 
livelihood.  At  ivhat  tlrae,  or  by  what  means, 
he  had  acquired  a  coiupeteat  knowledge  both 
of  French  aiui  Italian,  I  do  not  know*;  but 
he  was  so  well  skilled  in  them,  as  to  b<s  sui'^ 
ficieiitly  qualified  for  a  translator.  That  part 
of  hijs  labour  which  consisted  in  emendation 
and  improvement  of  the  productions  of  other 
contributors^  like  that  employed  in  levelling 
fH'ound^  can  be  [jcrceived  only  by  those  who 
had  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  original 
with  the  altered  copy.  .What  we  ctrrtaiidjr 
knnw  to  have  been  tione  by  him  in  this  way 
was  the  debates  in  both  houses  of  Parliament, 
under  the  name  of  "  The  Senate  of  Lilliput,"^ 
sometimes  with  fei»!:ned  denaniinations  of  the 
several  {speakers,  sometimes  with  denominations 
forrae<l  of  the  letters  of  their  real  luuncs,  in 
the  manner  of  what  is  called  anagram,  so  that 
thev  might  easily  be  deciphered.  Parliament 
then  kept  the  \^ress  in  a  kind  of  mysterious 
awe,  which  made  it  necessary  to  have  re- 
course to  such  devices.  In  our  time  it  has 
acquired  an  unrestrained  freedom,  bo  that  the 
people  in  all  parts  of  the  kingtloni  have  a  fair, 
open,  and  exact  re|>ort  of  the  actual  proceed- 
ings of  their  representatives  iin<l  legtslutors, 
which  in  uur  constitution  is  highly  to  l>e  valued; 
though,  unquestionably.t  there  has  of  late  been 
too  much  reason  to  coniplttin  of  the  petulance 
with  which  obflcure  scribblers  have  presunierl 
to  treat  men  of  the  most  respectable  character 
and  situation. 

This  important  article  of  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  was,  for  several  years,  executed  bj 
Mr.  William  Guthrie,  a  man  who  deserves  to 


1  A  traiuLitlon  of  this  Ode,  hr  an  unknnirii  cnrr>>fpcndent, 
»fpe»tvd  in  tbe  Mji.gajili;e  Tor  iiiv  inoulti  of  May  rulloving. 

"  Hall.  Urban  I  {iid«ratifabte  man."  lire:.  &c.-.Bo9well. 

The  following  trnntlntfon,  ^ItrOtutrd  by  Mr.  Nichols  to 
Mr.  JnckMiii  v(  CAiiU^rtHiry.  U  leu  Tsiiiid  thiin  that  (quoted  bj 
iSa«  w«lt,  and  appeared  in  the  je«r  of  Johnson 'idtsatb.  17S4 :  — ^ 

"Urban,  whom  neither  toll  proround 

Fiitigtitif,  nor  iMluiinnii»t  o'erthrow  • 

Thr  wrcith,  ihjf  Wmed  brow»  Around, 

8(111  growi,  and  will  tor  ev«r  grow. 
Of  r+Tnl*  M  no  cum  Inftrit, 

Of  whni  tier  »hrp«tt*n.  or  prrpare; 
Bl«t  lij.  tU}«c^lr,  th;r  proJ^ct«  bleit, 

TltjT  houn  itltt  let  the  muae*  itiaro- 

The  if.».i.-.ii  .iufi*  uK.i-h  foUjtbrow*, 

In    '  '        '  .' : 

Th.  thall  Hm. 

Extsn  thy  firoiiirth,  rach  rain  dp«ttfn. 

F.atb  r)v»|  toon  tlmU  th^u  diadnju  ; 
Kritf.  tor  **^  tKj  UiJt  rn  jaiji. 

Apitronrh  lUv  leiuet'  favVIng  train. 
Wow  irratpfdl  to  Mkrh  muto  thr  pngre, 

\V\u-t*  (rraipp  with  «|>r1glUly  ihemtrt  arujolod; 
And  ii*««ful  kHttP*  nnff.-i|(i>, 

And  rcprt-atft  lino  wcvirtcd  mini. 


be  respectably  recorded  in  the  I 
of  this  country.  He  wus  de(i 
ancient  family  m  Scotland  ;  but 
jtalilmnny,  and  bein^  an  adhen 
ibrtunale  house  of  Stuart,  he  co 
of  any  ollice  iji  the  State ;  he  t 
to  London,  and  employed  hij 
learninjtr  sis  an  *' author  by  pr€ 
writings  in  history,  criticism, 
had  considerable  merit.*  He 
English  hi.storian  who  had  refl 
authentic  source  of  informatioi 
nicntary  Journals  ;  and  such  waj 
his  political  pen,  that,  at  an 
government  tnought  it  worth  1 
keep  it  quiet  by  a  pension^,  whi 
till  liis  death.  Johnson  esteeme 
to  wish  that  his  lite  should  be  * 
debates  in  Parliaroent,  which  ' 
home  and  digested  by  Guthrie,  w 
tJuiu^i^h  surpjissed  by  others  wh 
fill  lowed  him  in  the  same  departj 
very  tiuick  and  tenacious^  were 
to  Johnson  for  his  revision;  m 
time,  when  Guthrie  had  attiuQ 
variety  of  employment,  and  the 
more  and  more  enriched  by  th< 
Johnson's  genius,  it  was  resolved ' 
do  the  whole  himself,  from  the 
ftu^MHhcd  by  persons  employed 
bcith  houses  of  Parliament.  Soi 
ever,  as  he  himself  told  me,  hd 
more  communictttcd  to  him  tJban 
th«  several  speakers,  and  the  pi 
had  taken  in  the  debate* 


CHAPTER  VL 


17a8— 1741. 
London,  a    Poem.** —  Letterg  to   i 
vouT$  to  obtain  the  Digrtt  of  M.A»» 


Tliia  thp  pale  Tioirt  to  the  fote 

Add*  beaut jr  'itiiitit  the  nrland"! 

And  thus  th^^  changeful  nimlmv  th 

lu  v.tn«d  tpl^tuluiirt  o'er  th«  tk 

3  Frcnrh  \i  wm*  early,  ai  h«  tran*t*C 
bat  b«  c^rti^ntf  never  attolncHd  eaw  and  t 
that  laiiRtiairf'-  W»  tee  Uf  hi«  comtnualm 
I'aoli  ( 1 0/4  Oct  1769).  and  bjr  a  IsUer  lo  «  1 
ttttdcr  iVtftF.  177A),  —  if  inde«l  tbec«  <p»dn 
bunted  lx>for«hand,  — tltat  hecoiild  wHt« 
It.^11an,  w«  bflTc  jurt  •wn  (p^  38.)  that  he  pr) 
Father  Paul  from  the  oitfiDal,  and  In  a  IH 
dNt«d,  but  prior  to  1744,  he  gave  an  opinio 
producUon.  Hit  attention  nad,  probablj 
that  language  by  the  volume  of  Petrarce 
p.  11.  —  Chokui 

'  Thej  appeared  undar  thli  title,  for  lite 
17^:  but  «i  tn  Johttioa'f  abore  in  tbem,  « 
preteiitly.  —  rROKPit, 

*  How  rr ■■  V  ■  "•  ht*  wrote  I  know  not 
mit  that  h«  r  o^  the  beautiful 

Eoctc  an<j  >eA(t,"   in   thp  cuS 

(nUilliKl.  "  J though  it  Ik  thprc 

l>5  Alciandi'*  isiutc*  Iwfurt*  thp  yp»r  1(^0.- 
P,  LluiinlriKliiMti  bai  teen  n  Irlter  of  Jo*.  Wjir 
tint  thij  norm  wjw  written  Kj  hlf  brothor 
11. V  vijiijnw'.-_C«oKaa.  1S46. 

S'  u  D-UTA^\{'i  CaiaMttienif  AmtkA 
I'U'-r  i.'iMi  Gulhrfp  to  the  minister,  dal 
itiUUig  ih>a  A  pension  i>r  'i(Xy.  «-ycar  luM 
and  qiiJirt^rly  "  paid  him  ever  ilnr  e  Iba  y«i 
WJU  botn  at  BrccblD.  iu  i7QS.  and  UIinI  la  1] 
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tp  Ayv  t»  tjmi  i7om*r,  ^  Hit  Ijord^ip't  Lttttr 
■■  Ail  hdLmff,  —  B^imm  a  DmtutaiioH  qf  Faihtr 
Aitf't  mstorj.  ^~  PuhUfhu  **  A  finditoHitn  of  tht 
lAtmmmn  of  tk«  Stafft'^  —mmd  ^^Mmrnor  Norfoi* 
tSmam."  —  F^*i  Noit  t&  Riihardtan  csmcemiHg 
kmu  —  CSorocfcrcfffe  Amecdola,  -^  Parliaim^itiTif 


TflTV  wfd  Johiuon  empbjed  during  eome  of 
^e  ticst  jtait  of  hU  lifet  as  &  mere  titerarj 
Ubonrer  "for  gun^  not  cIott,"  soldj  to  obtwii 
u  lionest  flnpport.  He,  bowevcr,  indulged 
hiHuMlf  in  ooesiional  little  Bailies,  wluch  the 
FRDch  lo  bmilj  es^re^  by  the  term  Jemr 
irtpnit  and  wLich  will  be  noticed  m  uteii- 
order,  in  tbe  progress  of  this  work. 

0ni  whM  firit  dijsplayed  bis  IronBcendi^nt 
powei*!  AJid  ^gmve  the  world  Asgumiitse  of  the 
nan,**  wiie  hu  '^  LondoOf  a  Poemi,  m  imituttati 
of  tli«  third  Satire  of  Juvenid ; "  which  came 
out  in  Maj  tbh  jear,  and  biuvt  forth  with  a 
ffileicidO'iirt  the  raja  of  which  will  for  ever 
cnrircle  hia  najnC'  Boilcau  bad  imitated  tbc 
mme  wtire  with  great  iucc«t8,  appljing  it  to 
^ria;  but  an  iittentive  comparison  will  satisf]^ 
rtm  reader,  tb»t  be  i«  much  excelJed  by  the 
Ef^Uali  Juvend.^  Oldham  hml  also  imitated 
It,  and  applied  it  to  London ;  all  which  per- 
lumaiicei  cooeur  to  prove,  that  great  citira, 
la  every  agis,  and  in  every  couttry,  will  fur- 
vAA  aiowar  topics  of  satire.  Whethtir  Johnson 
had  prevknulT  rcsd  Oldham^s  imitation  I  do 
Mcit  Enow;  but  it  in  not  a  little  remitrkable, 
liiat   tho^  19  Bcarcelj  any  comcidence  found 


the  ¥< 


between  the  two  pcrfonnances,  though  upon 
reiT  Mine  lubject.    The  only  instances 
IPC,  ID  <fcscribing  London  as  the  jra*  of  foreign 
wurtMes^t^ :  — 

iii  ^h^  eomtium  iharr, 

Whrre  France  docs  all  Ikt  filth  tindorduropaur" 

OLRIfAM. 


The  nmi 


■Affrt  or  Peril  and  at  Rome,^ 

JoHNiON. 


Aod, 


*  No  n) line  or  proFcMicin  eomeft  amis^ 
A  fkmdg  wum*ievf  'Cati  be  what  he  p1l*a«(?.'^ 
t)|.OJJAM. 

■*  All  iciciKieti  a  faMimff  monsieur  knows/' 

JafiH»a>r. 

The  partiailarB  which  Oldham  has  collected, 
berth  aa  exhlbitinjr  the  borrnra  of  London,  anfi 
rf  the  times,  ctmtmstcd  with  better  days,  am 
difrrent  from  ihmG  of  Johuson,  and  in  geneml 
vdl  chodem,  and  well  exprqsaecL* 


Xbilaim^i  aw  ■  mt-rt  htutiwoff,  cQiapIiininir  of,  or 
iH^iaif  at.  Ihi*  permamai  dsnjTrft  waA  tiienDT«al«iicip« 

"jf  liopMTity  of  an  oftr^uvn  cUf - 

i  iq«  te  find  UDonfit  tbetn  qm  Irtil  of 
«■«  tn  Lcndofi.  tn  tli«  Iwt  c«nturr,  lo 


There  are  in  Oldham's  iniltBtlottf  many  pro- 
Bale  versei  and  bod  rhymes,  and  bis  poem  seta 
out  With  a  fttmoge  inadvertent  blunder  :«^ 

**  Though   much   concernM  to  feaiw  my  old  deaf 
frietnJ, 
I  mu^t,  liowt'veri  hh  desiji^  commtod 
Of  fixing  in  the  country." 

It  is  plain  he  wiw  not  going  to  leave  his 
f fiend;  his  frifjnd  waa  going  to  Je^ve  him,  A 
young  lady  at  once  corrected  this  with  good 
critical  sagacity,  t** 

"  TTiouRh  much    conoern'd  to  hm  my  old   de*r 
friend.'* 

There  ia  one  passage  in  the  origiiinl  lictter 
tnmsfuacil  by  Oldham  than  by  Johnson:  — 

*♦  Nil  habei  inftfijT  paMperiat  dunuM  in  #f* 
Quam  quod  ridkuiot  homtnt*  faeit^-** 

which  is  an  eiquialte  remark  on  the  prilling 
meanncsa  and  contempt  annexed  to  poverty. 
Johnson^s  imitation  is,^^ — 

"Of  all  the  griefs  that  hKroits  the  dktre^t. 
Sure  the  tihkI  bitter  u  a  scornful  jait." 

Olilbam'a,  though  less  elegant,  is  more  just,— 

■*  Nothing  in  poverty  so  tU  U  bom^i 
As  it!  exposing  men  to  ^nning  scofn.'* 

Where  or  In  what  manner  thia  poem  wiis 
coinpojsetl^  I  am  sorry  thiit  I  nt'glcclcd  to 
ascertain  with  preclpion  from  JobLi£ou'!S  own 
authority.  He  nas  marked  upon  bis  corrected 
copy  of*  the  first  edition  of  it,  "  Written  in 
1738;'"  and,  as  it  was  published  in  the  month 
of  May  lu  that  year,  it  is  evident  that  mui-h 
time  wod  not  employed  in  preparlnjn  it  fc>r  the 
press.  The  history  of  itd  publication  I  am 
enabled  to  give  m  a  very  sat  Lilac  tory  manner; 
tmd  judging  fVoin  myrtclf,  and  m^tiy  of  uiy 
friends,  1  trust  that  it  will  not  be  uninteresting 
to  mv  readers. 

\V  c  may  be  certain,  though  it  ip  not  expressly 
named  in  the  following  letters  to  Mr.  Cuvc,  in 
1 73a,  thftt  they  all  relate  to  It ;  — 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

"  Stit,  — When  I  look  the  Hberiy  of  wtitinie  to 
you  A  fuw  dayii  ago,  t  did  not  e^tjwct  n  rept'tttidn 
of  thitULme  pleasure  so  soon  ;  for  a  picyuiirtj  I  shall 
aJways  think  it,  to  convene  in  any  manner  with  an 
ingeiiiouii  and  candid  man :  buc  lidvln^  the  t:'iii:l(ji3ii*<J 
pOfiQ  in  mj  handn  to  din^poKC  of  for  the  bpTicRt  rif 
the  author  (nf  *ho!ie  aUilitiw  I  filiall  wiy  iiotliinfr, 
since  1  w?nd  yau  hia  perfornmtice ),  I  believe  I 
eould  not  proeurt,^  more  sdvantageoui  termA  from 


rh1pl4  frnm  the  inrfr  at  Engllih  HdlctilM^  whnt  w/^t,  ifime^ 
ttir**  ajtOt  too  tomtiaup  i  pfb<:cW«  In  mj  iuilt«  clij  al  VaWq- 
bur^ h  ! 

"  If  »tiit  !'»•  *ald  MO't  fr*fft  the  liMTB  AO'i-lght. 

OoDildrr  oltirr  dangfTM  tif  the  nrjfJkr ; 

Whfiii  tpfkHjai*  ari"  frmn  upper  itnrln  (bmirn. 

Ami  rmptiifft  cAnm&ffpsU  a/me  pumfii^  «fMW>ii 

From  garrei  leitkdataiJ*  —  Bimwciuu 
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eny  pcrvon  thmi  from  you,  nrho  have  to  inuoh  dU- 
ting^uisibccl  yourself  by  your  generous  encourage- 
ment of  poetry  i  and  \vho9i?  judgment  of  th«t  art 
nutliiiii;  btn  your  eumm«»d«tion  of  my  trifle '  c»n 
li^ive  mc  any  oc«ii\Iuii  to  ca]J  in  question.  I  do 
not  doubt  but  you  will  took  over  this  poem  with 
another  c?yi?,  nnd  rewArd  it  in  a  different  manner 
frum  M  ttierccimry  bookBttllert  who  counts  the  lines 
Ue  i$  to  purchd&c,  and  considers  nothing  but  the 
bulk.  I  cannot  help  taking'  notice,  that,  besides 
whiit  the  author  may  hope  for  on  account  of  his 
abilities,  he  has  likewise  another  claim  to  your 
rvgiifd*  a«  he  lie«  at  prt'«ent  under  very  disadvan- 
lajteou*  circumstances  of  fortune.  I  bt'g,  therefore, 
thMt  you  will  favour  me  with  a  letter  to-morrow, 
th.tt  I  inny  know  what  you  can  afford  to  allow  him, 
that  ht!  may  either  part  with  it  to  you,  or  find  out 
(which  I  do  not  expect)  Mome  other  way  more  to 
his  satisfaction. 

**  I  hnre  only  to  add,  that  as  lam  sensible  I  liavo 
trnn<icribed  it  very  coarsely^  which,  after  having 
altered  it,  1  wafi  oblij^ed  to  do,  I  will,  if  you  please 
to  trnnKrait  the  Bhect>i  from  the  press,  correct  it  far 
you  ;  and  take  the  trouble  of  altering  any  stroke 
of  satirt^  which  you  may  dislike. 

"  By  exerting  on  this  occsaion  your  usual  gene- 
rosityt  you  will  not  only  encourage  learning,  and 
relieve  di&iresi,  but  (though  it  be  in  comparison 
*>f  the  other  motives  of  very  small  oeeount)  oblipjc, 
in  a  very  sensible  manner,  Sir,  your  very  humble 
•errant,  **  Savl,  JoMnaoK.* 


JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 
"  Mondajr,  Ko.e.  Caitle  Strevt.  [Much,  1TS8.] 

*<  Hta,  —  I  nm  to  return  you  thanks  fbr  the  prc> 
sent  *  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  by  rae,  and  to 
enlrrat  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me,  by 
th«  pvniiy>po«t,  whether  you  rcaoUe  to  print  the 
poem.  If  you  pleuc  to  send  it  me  by  the  post, 
with  n  note  to  Dod&ley,  I  will  go  and  read  the  lines 
to  liim,  that  we  may  have  his  consent  to  put  his 
name  in  the  title-page.  As  to  the  printing,  if  it 
can  be  set  immediately  almut,  1  will  be  so  much 
the  author's  friend,  as  not  to  content  myself  with 
mere  %uticitAtiuns  in  his  favour.  I  propose,  if  my 
calculation  be  near  the  truth,  to  engage  for  tba 
reimbursement  of  all  that  you  shall  lose  by  an  itn> 
pression  of  Ave  hundred ;  provided,  as  you  very 
generously  propose,  that  the  profit,  if  any,  be  set 
AHida  for  the  author's  use,  excepting  the  present 
ydti  made,  which,  if  he  be  a  gainer,  it  is  fit  he 
should  repay.  1  beg  that  you  will  let  one  of  your 
servmirs  write  im  enact  account  of  the  expense  of 
•uch  nu  impn.>Miiiiit,  and  send  it  with  the  poem, 
Ihit  I  may  know  what  I  engage  for.     1  am  very 


*'  Ad    t'rtmnttm.^'    the  iiubllcjLrtrHt  of 

■    The 

'  w. 

We 

J'rc»>lii£  w.!tii5  *ji  thf  .lutljut  b>  * 

'  tTTT,  of  «btth  MM  aa  Aecutuit,  pmf, 


'    Vo  Anuht 

flH»    n. 

*1.M       ■ 

JiU. 

•f«nn»  to  1. 

mrtatmA 

ttt') 

dH", 

fl)  1 

bo 

sensible,  from  your  gcneroaity  on  this  ooi 
your  regard  ro  learning,  even  in  its  «] 
state ;  and  cannot  but  think  such  a  tci 
serving  of  the  gratitude  of  those  who  su0e 
from  a  contrary  di^ostlum.  I  am,  Sir*  f 
humble  servant,  **  Sam.  JoM 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

**  Sis., —  I  waited  on  you  to  lake  th< 
Dodsley*s:   as    I    remember  the  numbfr 
which  It  contains,  it  wiU  lie  no  longer  Chi 
nioV  with  the  quotations  which  mu^t  be 
at  the  bottom  of  the  page ;  part  of  the  I 
the   performance  (if  any   beauty  be  alh 
consisting    in    adapting   Juvenal's   sentii 
modern  facts  and  persons,      tt  will,  with 
dtttons,  very  conveniently  mnke  five  sheet 
since  the  expense  will  be  no  more.   I  si 
tentedly  insure  it,  as  1  mentinneil  in  my 
it  bo  not  therefore  gone  to  Dodslcy's^  1  be 
be  sent  mc  by  the  penny-post,  that  I  mn; 
in  the  evening.     1  have  composed  a  Co 
gram  to  £li»i\  and  think  she  ought  to 
bratcd  in  as  many  different  languages  as  1 
Grand.     Pray  send  mc  word  when  you  w 
upon  the  poem,  for  il   is  a  long  way  to  ^ 
would  icAve  my  Epigram,  but  have  not 
to  transcribe  it.      I  am,  Sir,  yours»  &c, 

•'  8am.  Jomi 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE, 

tArH 

"  Siji,  —  I  am  extremely  obliged  by  yt 
letter,  and  will  not  fail  to  attend  you  to 
with  Irene,  who  looks  upon  you  as  one  of 
fricndB. 

'*  1  was  to-day  with  Mr.  Dodsloy,  w\ 
very  warmly  in  fovour  of  the  paper  yol 
which  he  desires  to  have  a  share  in.  it  t 
says  o  creditable  thinii  to  he  cencemetl  ni 
not  what  answer  to  make  till  I  had  co 
nor  what  to  demand  on  the  autlior's  pn 
very  willing  that,  if  you  please,  he  shot 
part  in  il,  as  he  wiU  undoubtedly  be 
to  disperse  and  promote  it.  If  you  cM 
word  to-morrow  what  I  shall  sny  to  h 
settle  matters,  and  bring  the  poem  with 
press,  which,  as  the  town  empties  ^^ 
too  quick  with.  I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 
«  SsM.  Jq 

To  us  who  have  long  knovm  tlie 
bcdJ  s^iirit,  and  mastwly  vursificatii 
poem,  It  is  a  matter  of  curioatfy  In  q|) 
diffidcuce  with  which  its  author  1)| 
forward  into  public  notice,  while  Hef 
tious  114  not  to  avow  it  to  be  liis  o' 


itboib  Carter.    T)iU  1<uly.  of  whom 
>rr   rouiiil    tti    th*t*#-    M«Mnoir«,    wtu  I 


.rtor.  n  I).     «' 


**  Mr,  Cavfi  wat  the  means  oT  Intrcul' 
BCit  tcliolan  of  note  ;  &n>ong  thnt- 
wai  early  In  fali  lllr,  Aod  hU  nunc 
b*  known,  tvavinii  June  [>u(»httH^I  ' 
the  Third  itollrf  o<  ' 
Netthfr  ilili  toitrk  h 
much  known  !n  the  ■ 

d>UVht^-r 
but  tliio 

r-      ■'      ■•    uiv    ri.r*.      4    „ 

V/rtf  !*,»/,'        I 


1 


jskm. 


d 
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;  and  widi  wlmt  huixillity  he  offers  to  allow 
print-*'  I..  ••  .5'...    I  n.  v^  t  Hike  of  satire  wliioh 
W  mig!  -ly  such  lUteration 

v«»  tn.'  It*  we  did,  we 

CMild  I  naiit  rrgrel;   but 

hmt  poji  t  11  wriu^r  of  such 

vigparoud  Duwem  \>i  tiiiii*!  wiw  uctiiftlly  in  mich 
Jfatf t  M,  UjAt  liic  ftiitull  profit,  which  so  short 
a  pocBu  howtfyer  csxccllcnt,  could  yield,  was 

T  '                           'V      'I,  I  know  not  with 

*•!:  red  hia  "  London  " 

t.  ^  of  whom  would 

I  i  nisUmce  Air,  I)t>r- 


«w-i 


*  EhapKKly : 


lines  of  his  **  For- 


siiii  own  f 
iige  the  town  ? 


wir 

Sh 

TitK  oHaprittg^  ofbU  liappy  muse  ?  " 

webavv  '       '  '    .raodest^and 

maoM  Ml  t  t.ii£t<!  i>noti«;h 

iMi  iiP'i  ii,  and  thou;j[ht 
hare  in  it.    The  fuot  i^s 
a  fut-;^  .,,..,^rimce,  he  bargained  fwr 
vliolie  {voperij  of  it,  for  which  he  pave 
Mbtmm  U-^i  LMiIiie:!^,  who  told  mo^  **  I  nught, 
Mtriuift  '  of  leas ;  but  that  I'aul 

VlThiuli  Wlbre  got  ten  gulnea» 

fat  a  tJiMsiB.  ftud  1  wuul4  not  take  lcs9  Uiao 

I  tamy  hgro  ob«enrev  that  Johtigon  ap|>i*arcd 

to  in«  fiu  niukrTalue   Ptiul  WhiMicud  upon 

lu.'n  be  Wii>  '    I'll,  and, 

I  J  not  di«  I 'c;  but 

f«»d  Uiftt  l^Mii  <«  iuithead  was 


II    MM  CM II 


of  a  riotoiM  and  profane  club ',  we 


*  •iMil  D#rf1rli.  »  fiKili'v  nt  Ireland,  wm  tmrn  Ih  1734. 

,wb*t«  bBMon  r;.i  for 

In  trUch  he  b  for  >m 

ktlMtlir««  "  f.ir  luiin    iMhI  hf"  K  >  ril 


r-  .  (wni  In  17'tt,    H»  hAiI  bicm  «  IWefj. 

l»w4««iir<T    «ail    publUhrr,        He   itU>d  tn    llfA,^ 


*  Dr.  hmtnnoB  tia^t^ml  that  lt«» 
feM  •«■  "Ow  Jbcf  S'tmi    '''"'- 
I^iMc    mi.   feMBiMlDC   ftf 

W  IJU»  AMtel  cjJtl  whir  "t  • 


>^  ii  ifWMilf  iiKrt>iiu5  to  I 


IftUt. 


I  llAi«%«M.  »■  tC.KitU  a«,  "  Thv  et^lil  (Sa^mk*-' 


«  AMtftttrr  «f  Hit 

iii  M  ««•  BO*  »>  Til 


rluh  allttdrd  la  in  th«t 


may  account  for  Johnson's  hnvin;;  ii  prejudicx* 
ag-ainst  hiuu  Paul  Wliiti'licnd  wab,  indtred,  un- 
fortunate in  being  not  uolv  alij.dtttnl  by  Juhn" 
SOIL,  but  violeuU^  uttttckeLf  by  Churclnllj  whii 
utters  tlie  following  imprecation  ;  — 

"  May  I  (am  worse  diitgrace  on  manhood  fntl  ?) 
Be  bom  a  Whitehead^  »nd  bapuzed  a  Pnul !  " 

yet  I  shall  never  be  ]>ersuaded  to  think  meaidy 
of  the  author  of  so  brillii».nt  and  pointed  a  satire 
as  "  AlanuerB."  * 

JuhriBon's  *'  London  **  was  published  in  May, 
17;jy  '' ;  mnd  it  is  remarkable,  that  it  came  out 
on  the  same  morning  with  Pope's  satire^  en- 
titlfd  '*  1738;"  m  that  England  had  at  onee 
its  Juvenal  and  Horaee  aa  poetical  monitors, 
The  Kcv.  Dr.  Douglas  ^,  now  Biahop  of  Salis- 
bury, to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  some  oblijrtiig 
comimmicatiooA^  was  then  a  student  at  Oxford, 
and  rcraeuibers  well  the  efl'ect  whieh  "  London  " 
produced.  Every  body  was  delighted  with  it; 
and  there  being  no  name  to  itf  the  first  buxa 
of  the  literary  ciieles  was,  **Here  h  an  un- 
known poet,  greater  even  than  Pope  "  And  it 
is  recorded  in  the  'Hjcutleman's  Aingju/joe"  of 
iJnU  yeiwv  p.  2GD.,  that  it  "  got  to  the  second 
etbtion  in  ine  eourae  nf  a  week." 

One  of  the  warmest  patrons  of  this  poem  on 
it-a  first  appearance  wii§  General  Oglethorpe, 
whose  ''  strong  benevolence  of  soul "  woa  un- 
abated during  the  course  of  a  very  long  life ; 
though  it  is  paioiul  to  think,  tliat  he  had  but 
Uhi  much  reason  to  l»ccome  cohl  and  callousi* 
and  tUscontented  with  the  wnrbl,  from  thc! 
neglect  whieh  he  experiencc<l  of  his  public  and 
privatJ-:  worth,  bv  those  in  who»e  power  it  was 
to  gratify  so  gallant  a  vctcrjin  with  nuu'ks  of 
dsstiDction."    This  extrmirdinary  person  wiw  as 


but  /nfvwe/m  ,•  fot  L^mHtm  wn»  pi^jhH*h«^  In  Mpy.  ITS*,  aiwi 


irunkara,  rrellng  frmr*  »  frMl, 

.-.j'.l,  :iQ.t  ittihx  y<'H  In  J  J^il," 


\x\  nut  ,j/ij-,-djf,  ii 


biftft.  hut 


,   J7l1i     tair    J...    ir.,i,i    .r»fr.-f    4.,<.,.-.|    fl.tf 


•     iiMii  uic   irinni-Tiiiuj'    oi    i  <«|"   i  i<  i' 

.  1>y  ttrotiK  bKb*yulFiMW  of  luiil. 
(II  uy.  likr  Oglotliorpe,  fruiu  p(»l*  Im  iHtl*.** 
D  2 
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remarkable  for  his  learning;  and  taste,  aa  for 
liis  othtu*  eminent  qualities ;  and  no  nma  was 
more  promptT  active,  and  generous,  in  en- 
couraging merit,  1  have  heard  Johnson  grate- 
fully acknowledf^e,  in  his  presence,  the  kind 
and  effeetual  support  whieh  he  gave  to  hh 
*'  Loudon,"  though  iinacq^uainted  with  its 
author, 

I'ope,  who  then  tilled  the  poetical  throne 
without  a  rival,  it  may  reasonably  be  presumed, 
must  have  been  y>articularly  struck  by  the  sud- 
den appearance  of  such  a  poet ;  and  to  his  ei"edit 
let  it  Ije  remembered,  that  his  fet?liag9  and  con- 
duct on  the  occasion  were  candid  and  liberal. 
He  requested  Mr.  Richardson  \  son  of  the 
patitler,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  who  this  new 
author  was.  Mr.  Kichard&on,  after  Bome  en- 
qtiir)\  having  intbrmed  him  that  he  had  dis- 
rovercd  only  that  hb  name  was  Johnson,  and 
that  he  was  some  obscure  man,  Pope  saJil,  *''  He 
win  soon  be  deterri^  We  Bhall  presently  see, 
from  a  note  written  by  Pope,  that  he  was  him- 
seli'  alYcrwards  more  suceessful  in  his  enquiriea 
than  his  friend. 

That  in  this  justly  ^celebrated  poem  maj  be 
foumi  a  few  rhymes  which  the  critical  precision 
ot"  English  prosody  at  this  day  would  disallow 
cannot  l>e  aenied ;  but  with  this  small  imper- 
fection, which  in  the  general  blaze  of  its  excel- 
lence is  not  perccive^i,  till  the  mind  has  sub- 
sided into  cool  attention,  it  is,  undoubtedly, 
one  of  the  noblest  productions  in  our  langui^e, 
both  for  sentiment  and  expression.  The  nation 
wos  then  in  that  ferment  against  the  court  and 
fhe  ministry,  which  some  years  after  ended  in 
the  Jownfall  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  and  it 
has  been  tiaid,  that  Tories  arc  Whigs  when  out 
of  place,  and  Whigs  Tories  when  in  place  ;  so, 
as  a  Whig  administration  ruled  with  what  force 
it  could,  a  Tory  opposition  had  all  the  animation 
antl  all  the  efoquence  of  resistance  to  power, 
aid*  il  by  the  conimnn  topics  of  patriotism, 
liberty,  and  independence  I  Accordingly,  we 
find  in  John*on'8  "  London  "  tlie  most  spirited 
invectives  against  tyrannv  and  oppression,  the 
warmest  predilection  for  tiis  own  country,  and 


In  t74A  h#  w*a  Dromntnl  to  the  rank  of  Major- C«ii«ni1,  and 
had  a  cntiim*n«f  durinit  th*  Srotch  flftlwltintt.  In  the  conrso 
of  wlilrh  hr  W.1I,  lo  lay  tlu- l>#*At  of  It,  uiirnrtutint*?.  Thoiijirh 
*icqiiilt«.'d   by  4  court   ol inquiry,    hy  lu-vtr  wa*  aacrwiirdi 

tmfrUiv.  ,1  U.'  .ni  ,11  II...  .ir  (li.  ftArUaJnunlK.  and  waj 
there  r^ry,  ir  not,  a   JucbilD  :   la 

thin    I  I    mnjt    of    the    pn^lculari 

of    III  thft  l)uk«   of   Marlborough 

—  f>i'  ,  t  i  ui  JVi;.ii:— hi*  partlalltf  iowordi  Jcitinfon'i 
(I,  I  .({rjr  —  Ihv  iuvpkion  of  not  baririK  dope  hli  beil 

II  -  -;  'I.  ri'tM'U  —  and  the  "  n*^I«t  "  of  th«?  murt.  Ho 
''  ■  1    '"!■   'm;i.v,  l>r...    C.lRai.     I  find  ill  Mr.  Km      ■       -      ,,. 

I',/  ■  ■   '.  i'..;u-rA"     thf     folli(lWlTl)f      |la»^,l 

tl-rj.',    T ,  V   j-||.j|r»rtcr  ■   "  N'ntblnsr  is    in  i 

\-'t  .i  '  ,A'.\  •'•  .    .   1    .  ,►  ..    I.  .  ... -,.  frni'n  ii..iii>'  u-  .!■  i[Min< 

t  II-:       I  if  he   hiippt'Ot  lo  t>o 

<         .    '  r  fatt  to  pyir  off  hi* 

i-x|.'tii!''     ■'■i  . .. -■ .1  :'>mu  lusXvh,  Ate  MvMX 

(iU  Ml  uu  .1  ,.  I  —  »L>  ii  uri,«i  Mitb  Oglethorpe."  (Vol.  11. 
p,|A.  J-  <•■;     i.r-  ,    iMIi, 

I  Thi  p  A  err  i!ir«?*  ltlchard»onB  knoMrn  at  thii  period  In 
thu  lllcrarj  «ortil:  Ift,  Jonathan  the  elder,  utuailf  enlird. 
the  Paintvr.  thouf  h  hp  woa  an  author  ai  well  at  a  painter ; 
h^dlcdln  174&,  a^rnl  HO:  Sd,  Jooathan  the  jrouug«r,  who  it 
th«>  pcraoa  rocDtiooKl  In  the  text,  »ho  oUo  puravd,  though 


the  purest  love  of  virtue;  Inti 
traits  of  his  own  particular  char 
ation,  not  omittinj^  his  prejiidic 
born  Englishman,'*^  not  only  j 
eoiintntjs,  but  against  Ireland 
On  some  of  these  topics  1  shal 
paati-agea :  — 

"  The  cheated  natioa's  happy  fav'ril 
Mark  whom  lh«  groat  care«,  wh< 

**  Has  heaven  rcseri/'d,  in  pity  to  ll" 
No  pathk'^s  waste,  or  uiidiscover* 
No  secret  iiilaud  in  the  btnmdli^xs 
No  peaci-TuI  desert  yut  unclaim'd 
Qiiick  let  us  rise,  the  h8]fpy  seats 
And  bear  Oppre&siun's  insolence 

'*  How,  when  competitors  [Ike  theii 
Can  j«r/y  Virtue  hope  to  find  a  firi 

**  This  mournful  truth  is  trvvjj  wh« 
Slow  rises  wokth,  bt  rovEETT  n 

We  may  easily  conoeiye  witl 
a  great  mind  like  his,  cramfwd 
narrnw   cireimistanceR,   uttered 
which  he  marked  by  capitals, 
the  poem  is  eminently  ejt  eel  lent, 
in  it  guch  proofs  of  a  knowleilgi! 
and  of  a  mature  acquaintance  wi 
nttt  be  contemplated  without  wo< 
consider  that  he  was  then  only  1 
ninth  year,  and  hati  yet  been  f 
**  bu.^iy  haunts  of  men.  * 

Yet  while  we  admire  the  pnctl 
of  this  poem,  candour  obliges  us 
the  flame  of  patriotism  and  ixta\  \ 
sif*tancc  with  which  it  is  fraugtl 
caujjc.  There  was,  in  truth,  no 
the  *' nation"  was  nofcheated^ 
Walpole  was  a  wise  and  a  beney 
who  thoun;ht  that  the  happiness  , 
of  a  eommereial  country  like  c 
best  promoted  by  peacen,  which  ] 
maintained  with  credit,  during 
f>eriod.  Johnson  himself  aftem 
1773]  honestly  acknowledged  tlid 
po!C|  whom  he  called  "  a  fixed  « 


not  aa  a  pfofi'iflan.  and  who  pohtUh^id  i 

died  Id  1771,  agrd  77  :  Sd.  Sum     ■    •'-  - 

bratfrcl  noveli     He  wat  by  tr.L>: 

t«n»e  to  cnntinDe^duHog  thv  ^'. 

to  hi*  butUicM.     He  dti-d  iu  I7>  . ,    ,     .... 

*  Sir  Jothua  Jtf^'ontdi,  froni  tiiu  iuioruM 
R1chard«on.  —  DovwRtL. 

>  It  It,  howevpr,  remark«ib1i.\  that  he 
which  uadoublrdly,  finer  the  union  Im^i 
Si'otUnd.  ought  to  d«noaiiiaate  the  iiatlvt 
our  iilaod  t  — 

"  \\h*  early  taught  A  Briton'§  right  to  |)! 

*  What  fohow^  will  «how  Ihnt  Rai«i« 
opJnloQ  that  "  LojjDOM "  wat  dlctafnl  r 
fet'bog,  tniofwhat  inflamed  by  tl»«  |H»lit1 
times,  than  by  any  '"  knowledite  of  thi 
"  mntiire  acqiiaintancp  with  lirr>,"      It  ll 

Jtihi.M.n     vvKnu:„Jnall  bit  latrrr  n.'..    thf 

et-.t'  '  '<■  \rvT   of    Lof'- 

toil  itid  yrt.  tut  * 

?t'ii  f     The  truth  i* 

nbaiu  tilt  rr.il  merit*  or  d«fr»Tt»  ul  the  luiji 

nail*,  and  only  thought  bow  bett  to  mah 

(Jaua&a 
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^mnetentcd  bis  njiponent,  Ktt,  ns  *'  a  mct4?or.*' 
Bat«Faltti»on*A  invi  inlr  tmmiu  wu5  naturally  iiQ- 
|*vgBii!  po;9ition,  and  upon 

ivnrv  a<  I  iy  admired. 

Tacnj  d  iulo  fame,  and  cou- 

arlcNis  (  .  lowers,  be  bad  not  thitt 

fcailliii^  ^AUifitk^iii^  >ir«  I  may  ratbcr  say,  tbnt 
■nfmt— T  ■mbidcm,  trhich  one  might  bave  sup- 
iTMuM  hftvi*  ur^ed  him  to  endeavour  at 
m  Ufir-    But  such  wti«  his  inflexible  dig- 
if  cluu^ftct4fr«  that  he  could  not  stoop  to 
lIlC  gtTMl ;  without  whicb^  hardly  any  man 
insdle  hid  way  to  n  high  sitation.'    He  could 
expect  to  imjdnte  many  such  works  »s  his 
nadori.**  ;ini]  In-  C-h  ihv  kird?hi|)s  of  writing 
br»'  willinrr  to  resume 

V  M»  as  to  bftvc  a  sure, 

uhmJ  'ue  for  his  lill' ;  and  an 

li.  1.1  of  the  niastersihip  of  a 

\  provided  he  could  obtain  the  degree  of 
of  Artii,  I)r.  Admn^  wjia  aiiplied  to.,  by 
i.      '        '        "now  whetbcr  tbat  could 
fTKj  •  >ur  from  the  University 

*^~''  Vi  br  bnrll   mn'le  such  a 

II  thought 


■••l. 


i!    hiju   but 
il  liiui  to  Earl 


•  TV*  WNU  to  ifc  an  rrrotHfOua  and  mlsdileTout  Miertlon. 
tr  Mr.  yaw  tP.  ^-                   f'>  amrl  the  gr€«t,'  tncquii  (mm 
■cBflHai  Mi^  ui                      1 1moce«,  lfa«D  It  maj  l»  Mfely 
0\»i  t  •                           -r»r  ■null  iticcratei  thrj  inajr 
M                                J  hieb  iEi«Q  h«v0  rlavo  to  k*gk 
et  of  elvvativn  lo  be  round  in 
■                                    nrl  CliMlMnt,  Lord  Maiiffleld, 
t«rkr,  tir                            "'  "r-.m  itmet,  Lord  Lough- 
(ll,  l^*H    I  'IK  and  to  nuinj  dlnxl- 

■f  t^»  U-  '  h(Nir  Kicirtr  Dr.  Jobn- 

WMl  llU  +-;..,  — ,,-  —  4iutl  can   !"•  "  ''■-  '''viruwl 

m^  vrrM*  llila  Mder  «Mii»  unto  pri  i^t. 

I  «<MmaliI|i  «if  iJk»  f««M,  «><  i.mM 

tiU  aarratlr*,     Jnbn«nu'«  nK.ii  tip:uJiont  oa 

Ibttiul  vatiUt  ¥<^.  ir«r»,  lutd  .tf^r.  I7T7  — 


Gitwer^t  who  endeavoured  to  procure  for  him 
a  degree  from  Dublin,  by  tbo  fdlbw  Ing  letter  to 
a  friend  of  Dean  Swift :  — 

LORD  GOWER  TU 

'"!> "s-  J   nay. 

**  Srm — .Mr,    Samuel  Joi  ir  of  I^k- 

DON^  a  ia»lirc,  and  some  otbtr  jiiece*,)  i«  o 

native  of  this  countVt  iuid  much  respected  by  some 
wonhy  gentlemen  in  his  neighbourboodr  who  are 
trustees  of  a  charity-school  nowvacont;  theecrtam 
salary  ia  sixy  pounds  a  year,  of  which  they  arc 
desirous  to  trakc  bim  moitter;  but,  unfortunately, 
he  is  not  cApable  of  receiving  their  bounty,  which 
would  make  him  happy  for  Uf^,  by  not  being  n 
matter  of  artM ;  which,  by  the  statutes  of  this  tcho<il, 
the  master  of  it  must  be. 

^"^  Ntiiv  these  gentlemen  do  me  the  honour  to 
think  titat  1  bare  interest  enough  in  you,  to  pre- 
vail upon  you  to  write  to  Deon  Swift,  to  persujide 
the  UfjJvcrsity  of  Dublin  to  send  a  diploma  to  ine. 
conKtituttng  tliii  poor  man  nmsier  of  art*  in  their 
University,  They  highly  extol  the  roan's  leamiug 
and  probity ;  and  will  not  be  persuaded,  that  the 
University  will  make  any  difficulty  of  conferring 
Kuch  a  fiivourupon  a  stranger,  if  be  is  recommended 
by  the  Dean.,  I'hey  say,  he  is  not  afraid  of  the 
strictest  examination,  though  be  is  of  so  long  a 
jnufuey  ;  and  will  venture  it,  if  the  Dean  thinks 


>  !■  •  MUia  wriilri. 

■to  •rV«l  1*  Mid  I* 
•9^mr%  fV«Hn«l»'Orr  i 
II  ••f»  "  mm*  wtirtlif  ftt 
fevC'  t  la  ny  ftrai  vdiuuii  - 
i»«ani>».  wrteun  l^hro^ni 
ilk^Mal^tMvn  ")-> 


dbcctver  wheth«r  the  ichool  In  qaeitloa  ntlght  not  be  Ihii 
of  Appleby.     Some  of  the  cru*t«<«  at  that   ■•■ 
*  worth  J  gentlemctt  «r  tbe  neishtHNirhood    <> 
Appleby  itjplf  U  not  far  from  Ihp  nrlRhhourf 
fiipld  :  thr  »alArj,  thr  tlrirnv  i  tttnf 

qf  clcctiitn,  ah  a^r««hi|r  wi^  Tll« 

el#Tr(on.  B*  Willi  tf I  the  lotti  i"OfW 

f'    "    "      "■'      '     ^c   montn,    ^^ .  '   '"'" 

t  iiionlht  arttr  I 

.  tt  if  aivrayt 

lj..    .... .   ...J »e  uUiUM  pt....j. ...  .....:„ ,4^ 

Irlhita  *Tnmtiirtt»  WKtraritUTt  Ac. 

*•  Thru?  I  tlioMgtil  lo  Iw  vtifivtnt'litg  prrnifi  Omt  rny  con- 
jecturt'  ^i.l^  ihir  )iMniM«.l<-.l.  ,uiil  rii..t.  m  ,i  diruri' ••.lirion  of 
Ituit  In-' 

'♦Bui  ^!i*ui* 

77wft  ,  u\p  la 

i<anki  to  thU  kamnl  irf>nt1i*m<iit 
T  It?  which  h*»  ha*  In  that  I^Uor 

'  .irk,  _Ba«WltLI». 

Ulrtl  thr   ichuol  lo  Ibivv 
>i^  rdut'tnut   tu  have  niiy 

r  r»»y  t<s.  T«- 

Mr.  Jtu«W«ll'a 

•  i.nv  th.il  It 


0i  ai^ 


lOIJi  U.    i|^'(.'l 


««r  if  Ite 


lAlv  rani#cnir».    Hint  tn  th^  "  CfMrttl*>. 

iriU^.I^"    •' ' -^     '-    ■  ''t'- "-friMn  Mr. 
xmrntit*  ;  ['ic'by,  Ui 

^^A  li«  * 

and  d*ri  m  order  (u 


thtlr 
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it  tweoasar;  ;  choosing  rather  to  die  uport  th^;  ro«H, 
tkuH  b»  9t4UViid  to  deaih  in  traiultUinp  fur  honk- 
»etttr» ;  which  biu  been  bis  only  aubsisttfnce  for 
kutne  time  past. 

•*  I  fear  there  is  aiore  difficulty  in  this  aflair 
than  iliuse  good-nnturcd  ptntlctnen  rtppreliend ; 
c^|(ccittl)y  »H  llieir  cltMrtion  cannot  be  delayed 
lunffcr  than  the  dcvcnth  of  next  month.  If  you 
Sfre  thiw  matter  Ui  the  same  light  that  it  appears  to 
nic,  I  hope  you  will  bum  th«,  and  pardoa  me  for 
giving  you  so  much  trouble  about  an  impracticable 
thine  ;  btit,  if  you  think  there  is  a  probability  of 
obt-atnin^  the  favour  asked,  I  am  sure  your  huma- 
nity»  and  proptMUiiiy  to  relieve  merit  in  distress, 
Mrili  incline  you  to  ivrvv  the  p<)or  man,  without 
ray  adding  any  more  to  the  trouble  I  hare  already 
given  ytm.  than  assuring  you  that  1  am,  with  great 
troUi*  Sir,  your  Guthful  servont,  GoMrmt^** 

It  was,  perha|»,  no  small  diAappoIntinent  in 
JohusuQ  that  tJiis  respectable  Application  had 
not  tlic  desired  effect;  yet  how  much  reason 
hits  there  been^  both  for  him«elf  and  bis  coun- 
trvi  b>  rejoice  that  it  did  not  suceeistl,  as  he 
iiijt.dit  probably  have  wasted  in  obscurity  those 
hourB  in  which  he  afterwards  produced  his  in- 
companddc  works. 

About  tliis  time  he  made  one  other  efTort  to 
emancipate  himself  from  tlie  lirudgcry  of  autlior- 
ship.  He  applied  to  Dr.  Aflams,  to  consult  Dr. 
Smalbroke'  of  the  Commons^  whether  a  iK-rsun 
might  be  ocrmitted  to  practiee  aa  an  advocate 
there,  without  a  doctors  degree  in  civil  law. 
*'  I  am,"  said  he,  "  a  total  stranger  to  these 
Ftudiea ;  but  whatever  is  a  profession,  and  main- 
tuins  numbers,  mtiBt  be  within  the  reach  of 
common  abilities,  and  soine  dc^ee  of  industry." 
l)r,  Adtims  was  much  pleased  with  Johnson  s 
flcsigti  to  employ  hia  talents  in  that  manner, 
being  confident  be  would  have  attained  to  |j^eat 
ojnineuce.  And,  indeed,  I  cannot  conceive  a 
man  Iwtter  qualified  to  make  a  distinjfuished 
fijpirc  as  a  lawyer ;  for  he  wonld  have  brought 
to  his  pnjifcssion  a  rich  store  of  various  know* 
lerl^e^  an  iinconmion  acutencss,  and  a  command 
of  language,  in  which  few  coidd  have  equalled, 
and  none  have  surpassed  him,  lie  who  could 
disjday  eloquence  and  wit  in  defence  of  the 
de^rijsion  of  the  House  of  Commons  upon  Mr, 
\Vilki'«i'«  election  for  Middlesex,  ana  of  the 
tinconslitutional  taxation  of  our  fellow* subjects 
in  America,  must  have  been  a  powerful  advo- 
cate in  miy  ciiusc,  But  here,  aLio,  the  want  of 
a  degree  was  an  insurmountable  bar* 

lie  Wii3,  thei-efore,  under  the  neccwity  of 


»  Richard  SniAltn-okp,  LL.D»»  •reoTid  too  of  Blthop  SmmU 
broke.  whui«-  rmttily  wrre  luiifr  conn*ct«l  wUh  LichQicId, 
dlml    rhe   Msiior  fiivmbtfr  of  ilie  CoLkgc  of  Advociite*. — 

*  I"         '"  '       "'       ;i«ny,  Oct.  21.  1738,  there  Appr»r«d 

Uief-  ;.i:  — 

"  J  -tt*  P-f  pttntlriff  Ihf  lll.frtr*  of  th* 

Cmii»i ' ■'     '■  '■        '  !  -(■-  "  -il 

8iifv» ;  Witt- 

lorirnt.   tui'l  :  >' 


persevering  in  that  course,  into  which  h 
been  forced;  and  we  find  that  his  proposal 
Greenwich  to  Mr.  Cave,  for  a  translate 
Father  Panl  Sarpi'a  History,  was  accepte 

Some  sheets  of  this  translation  were  pi 
off,  but  the  design  wus  dropped ;  for  it  ha|) 
oddly  enough,  that  another  person  of 
of  Samuel  Johnson,  librarian  of  St.  " 
the  Field:*,  and  curate  of  that  parish, 
in  the  same  undertaklog,  and  was  patroni 
the  clerey,  particularly  by  Dr-Pearcc, 
wards  Buihop  of  Rochester.  Several  liffh' 
misbes  passed  between  the  rival  transul 
the  newspapers  of  the  day ;  and  the  consec 
was  that  they  destroved  each  other,  forj 
of  them  went  on  witJi  the  work.  It  18] 
be  regretted,  that  tlie  able  perfoi 
celebrated  genius  Fra  Paolo,  lost  tJte 
of  being  incorporaterl  into  British  lit 
the  masterly  hand  of  Johnson. 

I  have  in  my  jHisscssion^  by  the 
&Ir.  John  Nichols,  a  paper  in  Johusi>i 
writiuj;,  entitled  **  Aci-ount  between 
wiird  Cave  and  Samuel  Johnson,  in 
a  version  of  Father  PauJ,  &c,,  begui 
the  2d,  1738  ;"  by  which  it  ap|>car», 
that  day  to  the  21st  of  April,  1739, 
received  for  this  work  49/.  7*.  in  sui 
two,  three,  and  sometimes  four  pui 
time,  most  frequently  two.  Ami  it  i^ 
to  obaerve  the  minute  and  scrupulous  j 
with  which  Johnson  had  pastea  np<»iir 
of  paper,  which  he  has  entitled  "  Si 
countV  and  which  contains  one  article 
9th,  Mr.  Cave  laid  down  2*.  (id."  Thol 
joined  to  this  account,  a  list  of  some  so] 
to  the  work,  partly  in  .lohnson*s  haul 
partly  in  that  of  another  wrson ;  aq 
follows  a  leaf  or  two  on  which  ai'e  i! 
number  of  characters  which  have  the 
ance  of  a  short-hand,  whicli,  perhaps, 
was  then  trying  to  learn. 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

"  Wednevdaj.  [Aujf.  or 
**^  Sir, —  I  did  not  care  to  detain  ycM 
while  I  wrote  an  answer  to  your  iettcr* 
you  seem  to  insinuate  that  I  had  prom 
than  I  am  ready  to  perform.  If  I  hi 
your  expectations  by  any  thing  tl>at  i 
escaped  my  mcmorj-,  1  am  sorry  i  and  ^ 
mind  me  of  it,  ^hall  thank  you  for  Ihu  fijj 
I  made  fewer  alteratiuns  than  usual  in  t)i<| 
it  WES  only  becau^ic  there  appeared^ 

printeA  on  fOoA  papu  and  Iptfrr.    3.  T1i« 

Mich  vnluiue,  tu  t)0  {xiid,  hnlf  u 

firit  volume,  and  the  mt  «t  t  h 

tn  thevtl.     TwfNpencf  to  *w  : 

two   huudred.     Il  cnHy   l-^   I  ■• 

lolunip*.  at  thi"  prlce«»i  ti  -   .     ■      > 

Ume  of  iul»*rfJM!i|?,  sm<  I  i  >  'li   ■ 

the  Teil  r\t  •'■-  ^'■■•■.- ' 

now  In  tl 
fcriptlon 

vln^fnn  '•  ■  . 

^te,aod  the   rra^iifrl.*Uir,di  No.  0.  la  Ci*l\ 
dhh  SqUAre."— BhdswkLl. 
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kt  hm^  Um  need  of  utivrittlaiu     Tlic  vL-rses  to 

Vtrrhrrter  i   mnr  Hn  luw!  whfn   yuu   pleow, 

1  subject  neither  deserves 

VL-s  it. 

-  ^;'  !  Trl  Totdcd  duvn 

t  do  not  recol- 

ttj  Iw  made, 

r  ijui'ry  i  am  very  willing 

.  d  wilti  you  about  it  Isn 

ijine ;   for  I  thtnk  it  the 

t;j^  such  rt.  rorrt'?pondence 

.-<nv.uku«)^c   to  the  p'tp'iT,  nut  a  load 

Vnic  VciKcs  tt  backwardness  to  dc- 
trr  L^  of  merit  \h  not  peculiar  to 

»r  ytiu   pk-iisv-,  klill  have  what  I 

MO  aaj  i   Imt  1  \luiU  etigAgc  with  little-  spirit  in  an 
iiUr.  arhirli  I  shall  kaTtilj/  vud  to  my  own  AatL>iftic- 
.r..\    <    tt^iimly  not   to   the  sati&fuctiuQ  of  tlie 
rn^l.» 

.-  :,  1  dthcr  Pj»uL  I  have  not  yet  been  just 
t»  nij  prcipowl,  but  bff» c  met  with  impcdinieuts, 
vhid^  I  Ikopc.  arw  now  at  an  end! ;  and  if  you  find 
Otf  pn^^nn*  bvxoaLftrf  not  »uch  as  you  h.i\t?  n  riyht 
to  rtpvd,   yoa   can  eo&iiy  atimulnte  «  negligent 

*  tf  my  or  >I1  of  these  have  contributed  to  your 
1  will  rndcshvnur  to  rctntive  it ;   and  de- 
to  propo«ee  the  qiicMion  in  which  you  wish 
I  mm,  Sni,  jour  huoiblc  surviuit, 

"  Sam.  JouMioM.'* 


JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

t8«pt.  »7M0 
.r  opinion,  th.it 
..ted   with  Rny 
(,t    ,„.,,-.,   ,-    ...  .a:,   luimes  of  the 
I  wtciiiid  are  of  more  weight  in  the  per- 
il* own  intrinsic  merit,  tlie  public 
•aii<ifled  with   It.      Attd   I  think  the 
fthftuld  W  piifthe^l    fiirvard  with  the  ut- 
Ir    ■       'T^      .     ""  '     '        '-      ni  Exsmcn 
fucL'inot 
,.i  ;  u  on  the 

1  of  their 
'  tciriuc  of 
lutt  cl«e  you  thiitW  jiroper). 
r»e  nece^wry  to  uke  notice. 
1  from  the  Commetilary. 
itAgiuing  they  rtood  ^till  •, 


la  the  {fc^ioRMV  Mtw'i'hte  ot  «Hf^. 
now 4^**  Trfttt  U»  IMjr  h. ^  M  Bury 

■r  thM«  lit  •l|l]p  liflM 
;  (ho  UtI  ill  thcui  U  — 
M)nt|itt,  A  1i|ti«/r  ftftd 


•he  t1||>«f*ltlr'->- 

wWrli   Utr  ■Uintc< 

Dr.  Jwliiii.  .  —      .-      


that  I  conceived  them  to  have  a  good  dest  bcfire- 
hand,  and  therefore  was  less  anrtous  in  providing 
them  more.  But  if  ever  they  stand  still  on  my 
account,  it  must,  doubtlessi  be  charged  to  me ; 
and  whatever  else  Khali  be  rea«mable,  I  ^liall  not 
oppose  ;  but  beg  a  suspense  of  judgment  till  mon^- 
ing,  when  I  must  entreat  you  to  send  me  a  dozen 
proposals  \  and  yuu  shall  then  have  cofiy  to  hyure. 
1  anjt  Sir,  yourii,  impr^n^ua,         Sam^  Jon;r»oN." 

**  Pray  nrnxter  up  the  propOfcal«  if  you  can,  ur 
Jet  the  boy  recnll  them  from  the  bookavllers." 

But  although  lie  corrpspfmded  with  Mr.  Cftvo 
concerninff  «  tmnslatinn  of  Crousax's  Kxtuneu 
of  Pope's  "  Essay  on  Man,'*  and  gave*  advice  aa 
one  anxious  ibr  it«  succi'ss,  I  wm  long  ago  con- 
vinced by  ft  pcrusjd  of  the  IVelaee,  that  thit 
tramiation  was  erroneously  ascribed  to  him ; 
and  I  have  found  this  point  ascertained,  bcyotid 
all  doubts  by  the  foUowinfr  i\rticle  in  Dr.  Birch'a 
niamiscripts  in  the  British  Museum  :  — 

*<■  Elis.T  Carter:!e,  a  P.  D.  Tboraas  Birch. 
Versioncm  tnam  Kxamints  Crousaziaaijam  perlegi. 
Summam  styli  et  elcgantmtti,  et  in  re  liinicillima 
proprietatemi  admiratut.  Dubam  Novemb.  ^7*-*. 
1738."  • 

Indeed,  Mrs.  Carter  haa  latidv  acknowledged 
to  Mr.  Seward,  that  she  was  tlic  trai»alat*jr  t>f 
the  "  Exameti." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  JohosoD^s  last  quoU^d 
letter  to  Mr.  Cave  concludes  with  a  fair  con- 
fesaioEi  that  he  ha^l  not  a  dinner ;  and  it  is  no 
less  remarkable  that,  thoujU'U  in  this  state  of 
want  iiimself,  his  benevolent  heart  waa  not  in- 
sensible to  the  necesaitieaof  an  humble  labourer 
in  litemturer  as  appears  from  the  very  next 
letter  :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

CNo  dule.) 
"  DeAa  Sir, —  You  may  remember  I  hnve  for- 
merly talked  with  yuu  about  a  military  Dictionary. 
The  eldest  Mr.  Macbean  \  who  was  with  Mr, 
C^hambers  has  very  good  mntcriaU  for  such  a  work, 
which  1  have  seen,  and  will  do  it  at  a  very  Idw 
rate.*  1  think  the  terms  of  war  and  navignticin 
might  be  comprised,  with  got^  explanations  in  one 
8vo.  pica,  which  he  w  willing  to  do  for  twelve 
shillings  a  sheet,  to  bo  made  up  a  guinea  at  the 


>   Thr  urt'iniiim  nf  forty  poundi  firajMiMKi  fbr  tittf  b<4it  pftem 
on  th"  '  t>utn  »  hrrr  ■lludi'd  (o,  —  NicUOLil 

«  1  ^  Iti  ili«  |irliii  (ij^'i>niee»  •tiM  waited  fur 


tub>ri 

♦  11 


'.it   Ot 


'J'h)«  txntk  %«»  fiublithcd.  —  Bonwait. 
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seconil  imprc»ion.  If  you  think  on  it«  I  wilt 
W4it  on  you  with  him^  I  itai,  Sir*  your  liumUlie 
Mrvoiit,  Sam.  Joiiitsoy. 

**  Pray  Und  me  Topsel  on  Animals.^ 
T  mnst  not  omit  to  mention,  that  this  ilr, 
Mnebean  was  a  native  of  Scotland/ 

In  the  "Gentleman^s  Magazine"  of  this  jear, 
Johnson  gave  a  Life  of  Father  Paul*  ;  and  he 
wrtitc  tho  I*refiw*e  to  the  volunief ,  wliit'h,  though 
prrfixed  to  it  when  bound,  is  always  published 
with  the  apyjcntlix,  and  is  therefore  the  last 
ronipitsition  Ixilonffing  to  it.  The  ability  and 
nice  adaptation  with  which  he  could  draw  up 
a  prefatory  address  was  one  of  hia  pccoliar 
exeellencics. 

It  appears,  too,  that  he  j>aid  a  friendly  at- 
tention to  Mr*.  Elizabeth  Carter ;  for  in  a  lett^^r 
from  ]VIx.  Cave  to  Dr.  Birch,  November  28.  this 
year,  1  find  "  Mr.  Johnson  advises  }dhs  C.  to 
undertake  a  translation  of  BoelkiuJi  (/*  Con».^ 
beinnse  there  is  prose  and  verse,  and  to  j)nt 
her  name  to  it  when  published."  This  advice 
was  not  followed;  pn>bably  from  an  appre- 
hension that  tlie  work  was  not  sufficiently  po- 
ptdar  for  an  extensive  sale.  How  well  •fohn- 
son  hinj?elf  could  have  eiecuted  a  transljitiou 
of  this  phiktsophical  poet  we  may  judge  fr<»ni 
tlie  followinj;  s|>ecirnen,  which  he  has  given  in 
the  '^  Kambler  "  {Motto  to  No.  7.)  :  — 
•*  O  qui  pcrpctim  mundum  rdtiune  guberniu, 

Terrarum  coclique  &ator ! 

Dl<«jice  terrcna'  nebuhis  ct  pondera  molis, 
Atque  luo  splendure  micA  I  Tu  mtniquc  scrcnurat 
Til  requtc«  tranqiUUa  ptis.      Te  cernere  finis 
Friacipium,  vector,  dui-tseiaita,  terminus,  idem.* 

**  O  Hwu  whoM!  power  o'er  moving  worlds  prt'^iides,, 
WliQse  voice  cn.>a;t<^d|  and  MrhtMc  wisdom  guides* 
On  darkling  man  in  pure  efJlilgencc  f»hmi\ 
And  Gt)ecr  the  clouded  mind  with  light  divine. 
*Tis  thine  alone  to  calm  the  pious  breast, 
With  silent  confidence  and  lioly  T%^t ; 
From  thee,  great  God  I  we  spring,  to  thee  we 

tend, 
Fatbt  motive,  guide,  original,  and  end  t " 


*  Mr.  Bora  ell  i*  glad  to  record  tliat  Johnfon'i  notional 
|krf>jiidic«t  did  not  pn'VPtit  hU  i'ni[>io)rfng  and  recaTTini«<ndiitig 
A  Smtchmnn  ;  l>ut  I  iut|iecl  Johntun'i  pn'judke  a^iintt  the 
ik'otrh  wu  of  a  tatrr  datf^.     i>tvpint,  (i.  Wi.  n.  I .  —  (hii'KKIi. 

»  Mr.  Bo»wc|I  borp  cunfound*  tlie  ywvr*  I73K  and  173!). 
Thi*  (trtflt  xudLAtmi-pigramto  Klixa  <  Mi»»  t-«rit?r )  were  in 
Ihr  MA^aiine  fi^r  Apll  ITJUi ;  and  anoiber  iu  Juty  to  the  lAinc 
ladjr,  on  pitheriitg  laureli  tn  Pope't  garden),  it  tin  doubt  bU. 


^U4rhla  lawri 
Hl\  cjfmt  0*1  hi; 


Imp. 

And 


it  Hliio. 


In  1799^  beside  the  aa^taooe  J 
to  the  Parliamentary  Debates,  1 
the  *'  Gentleman's  Magazine"  wi 
of  Boerhaavc,"  •  in  which  it  la  H 
tliat  he  discovers  that  love  of  ch 
never  forsook  him ;  *'  An  Aptxjal 
in  Behalf  of  the  Editor  ;"t  "i 
the  Reatler;*'f  "An  Epigram  | 
antl  Latin  to  Eliza"  C)*,aiid  nlao\ 
to  her  n*;  and  "A  Greek  Ep 
Birch/**  It  has  been  erroneoi 
that  an  Qsmy  published  in  that 
year,  entitle*!  "  The  Apotheosis  o 
written  by  Johnson ;  and  on  tlu 
it  has  been  improperly  inserted  i 
of  hia  works  by  the  Looksel  tears, 
cease.  Were  there  no  positive  ti 
this  point,  the  style  of  the  perl 
the  name  of  Shakspeare  not  bd 
in  an  Essay  professedly  reviewing 
English  poets,  would  Jisccrtain  it 
pro<luetion  of  Johnson.  Bttt  tlw 
o<!easion  t-o  resort  to  int.ernid  evi 
Lor<l  Bishop  of  Sjdisbury  (Dr. 
auisured  me,  tliat  it  was  written 
His  sl^parate  publications  were, 
Vindicjitjon  of  tlie  Licensers  of  t] 
the  malieious  and  ^eandaloud  Asp 
Brooke  *,  Author  of  Gustavijs  Voi 
ironical  attack  upon  them  for  the 
of  that  Tnigedy  ;  and  "  Marmor  1 
or,,  an  Essay  on  an  ancient  propiv 
tion,  iiii  mojikif^h  Rhyme,  lately  dj 
Lynne,  in  Norfolk,  by  Probus  ] 
Id  this  performance,  he,  hi  a  fel 
tion,  £up{>osed  to  have  been  foul 
the  county  of  Sir  Robert  Wid^ 
obnoxious  prime  minister  of  tlu 
veighs  against  the  Brunswick  fit 
the  measures  of  goveniroeiit  coi 
it.  To  tliis  supyKjsed  i>rophec3 
Commentary,  making  each  exprfl 
the  times,  with  warm  anti>Hanoi 

This  anonymous  pamphlet,  I  b 


Mogaxlnfi  for  1730  birt  one  copy  nf  Gnglh 
TWy  are  In  rVxf*nd>er,  And  tiMnttl  AitiA«li|i 
hy  lir>  Swan,  tliptnUiUloraf  SydebtiMtn, « 
oa«  oeoi^inn  in  thv  wrnie  iniiKMirn\  —  Pita 
3  And,  prubably,  Uiu  rulluwintt  Latui, 
Birch:-- 

**  In  SiacaiDi 
*•  Artr>  n»rrA  rardqim^  fide 


Ma 


ru,  I  rnkt«t  rty  rrmn  thw.  —  C, 

in  lo  "  Dr.  tikrcli."    I  can  IIinI  Ui  lli« 


^ k. 


Mh 


tM 


J 
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tana* 


iikr 


*P^ 


as  vi«  expected,  und, 

rr  t'xtoupive  circuliition. 

Ji:tl  **  Wiirriuits  were 

'orcd  to  apprehend 

'      ■         ■  to 

<n  luisi  iiii'i  I  u.-'i.  <»\  </i  I'll; 

rliat  be  lay  concLided  in 

-I  ■■,.■••  .--■■.-re- 
who,  junidst  o.  variety  of 
'litely  oblij^ed  me  with 
I  airy,  inlunned  me,  that 
sible  search  to  be  made 
rreaHury  and  Secretttry 
aid  find  no  trace  what* 
'       ,  issued  to  ap- 

nexrcedingly 

.  t'tidt^avourod 

At  luM  I  was 

ODO  of  Johnson's 

who,  in  1775,  pulj- 

>  iu  "witii  Note«  and  a 

.fiihTtK>n,  LL.T).,  by  Tri- 

1  iH>uic  puny  scriLblcr  invi- 

lo  futimi  iiprm  it  a  cliar;zc  of 

-V*  lie  had 

!it   Mu- 

t(> 

m 

.   I 

lid 

1 1  a  y  t!ar 

Ti(.*d  it  to 

kiiew  oJ   ihe  republi- 

%  \w  had  not  yet  heard 

1  ♦'cily  iind  got 

1  <'d  tit  it  and 

In-  juu>!i  diverted  with 

'.-.in  unknown  udversiiry, 

iiivc  to  read  tltiit  nceouiiL 


"  Now,"  wild  he^  "  here  is  somebody  whi>  rhinkw 
he  hu«  vexed  nic  sadly ;  yet,  if  it  Wl  not  lieen 
ftir  you,  you  nif^MiC»  I  should  probubly  never 
have  9wn  It."  * 

Aa  Rlr.  I'ftpf'-  *       "^  hnsott,  oJ* 

luded  to  in  a  '>fh  to  his 

"  Lomion,"  and  iiis  ManiuM  .xm  tulcieni-e,''  I 
have  deferred  inserting  it  tiil  now.  I  am  in- 
debted for  it  Uj  Dr.  Percy,  the  bishop  of  Dro- 
niore^  who  permitted  me  to  copy  it  from  the 
original  in  his  pofsession.  It  wa5  yiresented  to 
his  lorcUhlp  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  to  whom 
it  wa3  given  by  the  scm  of  Air.  Richartlson  the 
fiaintcr,  tlie  person  t^  whom  it  is  addre.'^sed.  I 
have  transcribed  it  with  minute  exactness,  that 
the  pecidiar  mode  of  writinfj,  and  imperfect 
spelling  of  tliiit  celelimted  poet,  may  be  cxhi- 
bitcfl  to  the  curious  in  literature,  ft  justifies 
SwiJVs  epithet  of  "juapcr-sparinfj  Pope,"^  for 
it  is  written  on  a  sltp  no  larger  than  a  common 
measagCH-jird,  and  was  sent  to  Mr.  Uichardaon, 
along  with  the  Imitation  of  Juvenal. 

•'  Tilts  is  imitated  by  one  Johmofi  who  put  in 
for  a  Public-ficbool  in  Shropshire,  but  wa«i  disap^ 
pointed.  He  has  an  tnfinniiy  of  the  convuKivtr 
kind,  that  attacks  hitn  sometimtrs,  so  o*  t«  mnke 
Him  a  sad  Spectacle.*  Mr,  P.  friJiii  ihc  merh  of 
TIiIk  Work  which  was  ull  thu  knowlcdgf  hi*  hjitl  of 
Him  *  e<ndeavDiir'd  lo  Murve  Him  without  his  own 
npjilication;  &  wrote  to  my  lA.  gore,  but  he  rli<:l 
not  succeed.  Mr.  John-^ou  pul'lishcfl  aftcrw'**, 
liituthcr  Poem  in  Latin  with  Notes  the  whole  wry 
Humcrtius  v^Wd  the  Norfulk  Pruphecy.        P.* 

Johnson  had  been  told  of  this  note ;  and  Sir 
Joshua  Ucvnolds  informed  him  of  the  compli- 
ment whicli  it  contained,  but,  from  delicacy^ 
avoided  showing  him  the  paper  itself.  AVlien 
Sir  Jojihua  ol>»erved  to  Johnson  that  he  geonieil 
very  desirous  t»j>  see  Poi>e's  note,  he  aunwercsl, 
**\\Tio  would  not  be  proud  to  have  such  a  uuxn 
an  Pope  »o  ^olicitouis  in  inquirinj^  about  hira  f" 

The  inftrmity  to  which  Mr.  Popj  aHmdes,  ap- 
peared to  ut;  aUo,  as  will  be  hi;n2ulWr  obaerved. 


1  with  bh  n(c««*ltl«i,  ami  pivntanttnn 
-tot,  lb  juitlcf,  tw  lrnpu(4Kl  lo  blto."  — 


IrvrtiirtK  rmr  vxi.  iv 


'-^^n/fm   MMBMfil  flNMVWWH'^  4P9P1W#4    ftt  TM^ 


'STSL 


r^m 


In  in  \ru; 

tit   likiTitBk  \i     li" 

m4W.  I^I.I 


tet*»ltir 


■Itktt^. 

ti  n^^ 


**  Get  ^1  jaiiT  TPTKft  printed  Ailr, 
Tbfvi  J«t  them  well  tw  drlid  t 
Attd  Ciirll  mutt  have  m  iiicrtiit  car* 
To  i^Avc  ttio  matiftn  wtilc 


J.t   th<-iv  t. 


iMVr-Jf'ljr  I 


„e  Pii 


J.in^^-  t.>  iJruif-Strfft  WrUtcn. 

Th<»  r.rlilnitl  MS,  of  Popr't  W^mvn  (prewmrixl  *n  the  UritUh 
iTit  U  alniQit  rtiilrvlf  ttrltloii  on  Ibe  mrert  of  Irilara. 
"ittmt^  twtwci>ii  lilt'  lliiri  of  llw  liHteft  thratM'lvu.— 

^-  ^^ih«t,««  JohnTf"  -t-r"-*  fn  life,  tbnc  Aonruh 

'  -  piirt OQ  deui  r.  irr  diUnu*.  thtiudh 

y  alNM^rt.  tvT"  inJ,   tlmt  b«  could 

.i  in.t  »p*ami.  •■.«!»  that  he  wii«  r<«- 

"Oi  on  *t-fiuit)(4>f  llM^^ilUturtluiK.  »tlich 

re  crruunix  1^^  riolcnt  e«Augh  (n  rxoic* 

til  with  thtt  ttorj  ianti,  d.  13, 
i>4tkon  of  JoHtifoo't  tr«tn«lali<in 


trj  be  of  the  convulsive  kind,  and  of  tlie  nature 
of  f  h:it  distemper  called  St,  Vitus**  donee  ;  and 
in  thb  opinion  I  um  confirmed  by  the  descrip- 
tion which  Sydenham  gives  of  that  disease, 
"  This  disorder  is  a  kind  of  convulsion.  It 
mnnifcsts  itjiolf  by  halting  or  unsteadiness  of 
one  of  the  l<3jr8»  wbidi  the  patient  draws  after 
iiiui  like  on  idiot,  if  the  bond  of  the  same  side 
lie  applied  to  the  breast,  or  any  other  part  of 
the  boily,  he  cannot  keep  it  a  moment  in  the 
same  poature»  but  it  will  be  drawn  into  ti  dlf- 
fei'ent  one  by  a  convulsion,  notwithstanding  all 
his  effort*  to  the  contrary/'  Sir  Joshua  Key- 
nohia,  however,  was  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
favoured  me  with  the  following  Paper. 


'*  Those  motions  or  tticks  of  Dr.  Jobnson  aru 
improperly  CAlled  cjonvuUions.  He  could  sit  mo- 
tionless, when  he  was  told  w  to  do,  w>  well  as  any 
other  iiiftn.  My  opinion  is  that  it  procc«ded  from 
n  hnbit  '  which  he  had  indulged  htmiteir  in,  of  ac- 
companying hU  thoughts  with  certain  uutow.irJ 
lictiuns ;  and  those  actions  always  appeared  to  trie 
an  if  ihey  were  meant  to  reprobate  some  part  of  hh 
past  conduct.  Whenever  he  was  not  engajji'ed  in 
conversation,  such  thoughts  were  sure  to  rush  into 
his  mind ;  and,  for  this  reawn,  ony  company,  aity 
employment  whatever,  he  prcfcrrt.'d  to  b«ing  alone. 
The  great  biuincss  of  his  life  (he  said)  wm  to 
eacape  from  bimsclf.  This  disposition  he  eon^idered 
AS  the  disease  of  his  mind,  which  nothing  cured 
but  company. 

**  One  instance  of  his  absence  and  particularity, 
as  it  in  characteriisttc  of  the  man,  may  be  worth 
relating.  When  be  and  I  took  a  journey  together 
into  the  West,  we  vUitcd  the  late  Mr.  BAnkcs,  of 
Dorsetshire';  the  conversation  turning  upon  pic- 
tures which  John$ofi  could  not  well  «re,  lie  retired 
to  A  corner  of  the  roont,  strctchinp  out  hi*  tight 
leg  asiar  OS  he  could  reach  before  him.  then  bring- 
ing up  hit  lefl  leg,  and  stretching  his  right  stilt 
further  on.  The  old  gentleman,  observing  hitn, 
went  up  111  him,  and  io  a  very  courteous  manner 
attured  binit  thouj^h  it  was  not  a  new  house,  tlie 
flooring  WAS  perfectly  safe.     The  Doctor  started 


I  ,'^  I  notiivttoti  On-  fi 

tnr  u  I  I   &ai(l  to  a  f'  i  .if 

hi»  :ii  I.    ,     -      ■  -^iiiart,     Sec  j»  >  ■  ■  -Hi 

on  loiu*'  i.i:iri!cuint>  ci»inrouiiltc4ti!ij  uy  ini  yti*!  J>,  under 
March  a(t.  1783.  —Halons. 

1  or  RlQ^ttoo  Hall,  nwr  Corff  Cmtlr.  _  Chokkh. 

*  See  pott,  under  April  22.  1764,  luid  March  77.  ITT4.  and 
In  MU«  Jivyitulds'i  Rn^onpcUonn,  lit  Ihr  AnjM.'nillv,  tuiticct 
of  •omc  itronge  aciticft  ivhich  lie  lUttl  lu  {lerrurtu  mi  varJaiii 
ix*ca»kMii.  —  CuoK  B  a. 

*  Imii.iU'tLil  po»r  hq  m  little  inclined  a« 
Dr.  Johiicciti  Ural  '  iinon  riifour  e«ercl«6d 
htthrcairor  Dr.  '.  n.  1l«  WM  an  aiutable 
ami  truly  tioDutt  nun  ;  aud  h^  L.tl'-!ic«  wa«  owing  to  ■  cene* 
rmii,  thuitxil  TnUukt^Ot  principle  of  duty>  Being  obllg1^d. 
after  1740,  to  girt  up  hit  profeMioa  at  a  pbjnIclAn,  and  to  go 
intu  fnrcipni  |>«rtB,  heiriu  lionourod  with  thu  rank  of  ColuoeL 
both  In  ihv  Fri'nch  and  Spanifh  iervirt.  He  wai  a  »on  of 
tl>«  ancli>nt  and  ri^j.erMbl*  rmraily  of  CAitiprrtn  nf  T.orh|A|  ; 
nnd  h='  >.r,,-i.,'  ^i-.  r  ■  •'•'  rhief  of  that  t*  •  '--  "- 
tin.'                                               i  i.in  and  hum 

lit;:!  ii>as  through 

rent'  I  hough  he  Usi. .j^  ;l 

mrwi  lE   M  HopelCfti,   ij<.»  v,\iM  u<  luu 

her-  .    hit  1lf«  and  forcune'  In  tho 

rati  'y  hiio  whocQ  he  thought  hll 

prill '  !.. 

^  t  tutPi,  In  ht»  Introduction  to  Rcdrauntlet 

(\\  >  I,  *ol-  %%%w,  !»,  vlil.  *c.),  tlial  the  fovem* 


ajiv 

tittl' 
ttiX 


from  hii  reveriv.  like  a  per^oft  wakiid 
sleop>  but  spoke  not  a  woni."^ 

AVhile  we  are  nn  this  suhjeot,  my  r 
may  n<*t  be  dii<]deased  with  another  anv 
coniniunicated  to  inc  l»y  iho  wime  fril 
the  reliition  of  Mr.  Hogarth. 

Johnson  used  to  t>e  a  pr(?tty  frfqm 
at   tlie   house   of  Jlr.  KidianUon»   nui' 
Clurisjta,  ami  other  uovels  of  ex  lei 
t^tion,     Mr.  Hogarth    came  one 
Richrxrd^nn,  uoou  al\er  the  c\ecuti< 
Camemn  for  having  taken  arms  for  die 
of  Stuart  in  1745-6  ;  and  boino  a  wans 
san  of  George   the   Seeoml,    he   ol 
Richardson,  that  certainly   tliere 
been  some  very  unfavourable 
lately  tbscovered  in  this  particular 
had  tnduce<l  the  Kin*»  to  approve  of 
tion  for  rebellion  uo  Umg  after  the 
it  was  ooumiil^d,  as  this  had  (he 
of  putting  a  man  to  death  in  cold  b^ 
was  very  utiltke  his  Moie^ty's  usual 
While  he  was  talking,  he  perceived 
standing  at  a  window  in  the  rctom,  &\ 
head,  and  rolling  himself  about  in 
ridicidous  manner,     lie  concluded  ti 
an  irliot^  whom  his  relations  had  put 
care  of  Mr,  Richardson,  aa  a  very 
To  his  great  surprise,   however, 
stalked  forwards  to  where  he  and  Mr, 
son  were  sitting,  and  all  at  once 
argument^    and   bur^t   out  into   t 
at^ainst  George  the  Second,  as  one 
all  occasions,  was  unrelenting  and 
mentioning  many  instances;  particuli 
when  an  officer  of  high  rank  hswi  beui 
by  a  court  martial,  George  the  Seofl 
with  hi.s  own  hand,  strucut  his  mam 
list.*     In  short,  he  dL«tplayed  such  a  i 
eloquence,  that  Hogarth  looked  at  I 
astonishment,  and  actually  imagined 
idiot  bad  been  at  the  moment  iuspiredi 
Hogarth  nor  Johnson  were  made  ktioH 
other  at  this  interview.*' 


fncat^ir  George  It.  were  fn  poffceuton  nf  fnfficl^ 
thai  Dr.  Camrrnti  had  rKtirncd  to  Uic  Hlighljui4l 
allr-ged  on  Ills  trials  fur  fiimil)'  Hin»lr«  merrlf, ' 
i>Dcret  'pent  of  the  Prntcnder  hi  a  new  ichemr  elf 
the  nnlni*ter»,  hawevcr,  prefrrrpd  trylnif  ihii  k 
partlaan  on  the  ground  or  his  undenijiKN<  thnrx  || 
rection  of  lHh.  rather  than  reacutT  ■  "^  —  '■  u 
tnaUrr  from  the  cbargo  of  hnriln 
nialUQf  It  unittirtall^  known,  th^  a  .4 

in  agitation  to  late  ai  17A2.  —  Lock  • 

>  Dr.  Caroaroo  «aa  executed  on  rl  i 

Imtanee  can  be  trae«d  in  the  Wnr 
any  officer  of  high  rank  bctnftitri''  i 

that  p«»rlod,  after  acquittal  by  a  c 
•unnited  that  Mr.  Hogarthli  tlai'  i 

report  of  it,  traa  not  quite  ac«ui;>t  • 

JoJinion  might  have  alludad  to  theca«<'  oi  hi*  (rli 
Ofletborpe,  who,  nfter  meqmitai  Ay  «  coiiri'tuMfij 
me  a  vulvar  iMit  exprfluire phratej  pu$  upon  iM 
,..*:   ..    i-.  ..  ^  —CRoxaa. 

*vf%,  "  tlr.  Hogarth,  amocig  t| 
^  I]  Io  me,  wai  u»ed  to  be  rwt «« 
I  hp  acqualntacce^  and.  If  poailbl^ 
ii^\\^,  oi  Dr,  Johuton,  wboce  ronver«atLr<ri  wa*  , 
the  talk  of  other  men,  like  Titian'*  fialntlng  i 
Hqdion^f .  Of  Dr.  Johnton.  wbrn  tny  father  4 
went  lalklae  tofetbcr  abmu  him  ont5  day,  "  Thu 
the  latter,  •'la  pot csontented  with  b«Hevtng  tlae  I 
fairljr  retelveit  I  tbiak,  to  l»elieve  nulhiiig  ^ 


J 
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fa  1740,  I>r.  Jobmon  wrote  for  the  Gentle- 
*•  Mmzine  the  **  Preface;'  •  f  thv  "  Lil\-  uf 
[jblocnnl  BUkei''  •  atnl  ihe  first  part*  of  thfwe 
W-St-  Frnftf»i«  Drfike,"*  nml   "Philip  Uar- 

ilowinji; 

■ '  I !  I  r; 

M'h  is  so  cxqtiisitely  boatiti- 
•>■'-    i-'ven    Lord    K»mea', 
lie  w!u   n{»mnst   Dr. 
i  to  allow  it  vtTY  lii^h 
intvr.     I  ribtnl  to  Mr.  G«rTi<% 

pMNB  ill  >t  with  the  Bigniiturc 

I  Ji4*v<3  Uci*ni  Mr.  Gftrrick  di^'liirei  that 
i  written  by  Dr.  Johnsoa,  and  give  the 
'mf  »c't"»mT»t  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
wif  roDpowsd.     Johnson  and  he  were  wttim: 
f  other  thiniji*,  Garrirfc 
•on  this  PtilipiS  by  a 
^IVHk^.,  .........  ,.w.  4s: 

Itrd  kPtil  '  whoir  h*rmony  could  pleAse 
l«?t»«iek  rifjn'r    '-  '  "'      -     •-   caae  ; 
Id  jcnillf  dlM-.  I.  move 

Td  bwiitirtm  ordci  love; 

IUbI  Ihw  ia  p«*rc,  tiiJ  «ng:el«  bid  thee  rise, 
Asd  lOMt  tliy  hlMMii  2kiviour  iu  the  »ki&(." 

Jrhjuoa  wbnok  his  head  at  these  common- 
pbcc  fuivrral  Itnoi,  find  Haid  to  G  arrick^  **  I 
[thir  I  can  make  a  better"     Then, 

!  hh  lea  for  a  little  while,  in  a 
^U  UMkiii*tion^  he  alxnost  extempore  pro- 
~  1^  fiiBonring  vcrseii : 

Iknc  taiicli  hArmoniouB  coidd  remove 
t  Mf  guilty  power  or  IsspleM  love  ; 
i{i«tT«9*'d  hy  povirrty  no  more, 
that  «tni  thou  g»v'if  so  oft  hefore  ; 


Thrf »«» 


'A,  U  more  likfi 
V,  iti  hli  hmle, 
<\iT  1tn««  an  tbc 


wcrvJ,  Mid  th<^  line* 


*Kr;ii. 

,!..iim  by 
I  lilurtta 


Sleep,  undislurh'il.  irifljiti  this  pt^ricvfnl  %hriiJC 
Till  Angvl*  wrtkc  ihte  wiih  a  note  like  thine  !"* 

At  the  same  tune  that  Mr,  Garriek  favoured 
me  with  tJjis  auerdote,  h*?  rc'iKijUjfil  a  very 
|K)inted  Epi|rram  hy  Johnjwn,  on  George  the 
8<.'0onei  andCollcy  Cihher,  which  tiu»  never  yet 
appeared,  and  of  whirh  1  kni>w  not  tht^  ex:i<'t 
date-  Dr,  Jolmsoli  alU'n^aixb  gave  it  to  me 
himself: — 

*•  Augustus  still  sunrivea  in  MafoV  strain* 
And  Spenser**  verse  prolongs  Eli»j'*  rt'ijjn  ; 
Great  George*«  ficts  let  tuneful  Cihlwr  Mnp, 
For  Niilure  forra'd  the  Povt  for  the  King.'* 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR.   PAUL.* 

'*  fit*  JoliD'*  GftU».  4*i>uarjr  »J»t.  I7i0-«l. 
«<.SiR, — ^  Dr.  James  presses  me  with  great 
warmth  to  rumind  you  of  your  promist.*.  thnt  you 
would  exert  your  interest  with  Mr.  Wnrren  to 
bring  their  a^Atrs  to  a  speedy  cnfichisioa ;  this  yow 
know.  Sir,  I  luivo  «oine  right  to  in^i^t  upon,  as  IVIr« 
Cave  was,  in  some  degree,  diverted  from  attrnding 
to  the  arbitration  by  my  a^iduily  in  expcditiiiig;  the 
agreement  between  you  ;  but  1  do  not  hnciji^ine 
many  arg^ment&  uecessary  to  prevail  mH)n  Mr. 
Warren  to  do  what  seems  to  be  no  Jess  desired  hy 
him  than  the  Doctor.  If  he  entertains  any  Kits' 
picion  ttmt  I  fhall  endeavour  to  enfarce  tlie 
Doctor*!!  arguments,  I  am  willing,  and  more  than 
barely  willing,  to  forbear  all  mention  of  the  quen- 
tjon.  He  that  desires  only  to  do  right,  can  obligie 
nobody  hy  actings  and  mvti^t  oOVnd  every  man  that 
expects  favtnin*.  It  is  perhaps  for  this  reason 
that  Mr.  Cave  sectm  very  much  inclined  to  re- 
fcign  the  office  of  umpire ;  and  since  I  know  not 
whom  to  propose  in  bis  place  equally  quullfied  and 
disinterested,  and  am  yet  dt'sired  in  propose  some- 
body, 1  lielieve  the  mo*t  eligible  mdhod  of  defer- 
minitig  this  vexatious   ailUir   will    be.  that    each 


reatlini;*  li  reraarkablQ»  ta  tt  U  tbofann  (»r  Johiwixi's  con- 
dudlDglliirr- 


By  tnmvtrt.  In  tbo  abotre  llnrf.  I  »  >  i  , 

tnit  ttlll    I  Up  not  »ce  the  gcnii  •>;  — 

t.'ROIlll.M. 

^  Ttii*  b  thf>  flrtt  of  ■  ilncvn  lettnm  or  notu  of  Johnttm 

(r.nnmtunlf.-tTri!  t.-»  mr  br  Mr.  I'rt.-T  rtmnHslHnif  >  '••♦»'rc«ii»d, 

,        ....  .      .  ■   .    .       ....     .,     ._         V.         .  -        "•ril.of 


Vhm  pri 


-TM  of  Ibi'  l-cml.  vt  Svaitnti  In  .S^-r-lUi. 
*      -^CRuacR. 


ur«  iu  Iho  |Hia»»«»»uM  i>f  Mr.  Learl*  Pocoet.— i 


•  iksJ  proof! 

iij>«eior  hit 

'l'h«  OfltilMlU 

!moKRk,  tHii. 
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|Nirtr  liliould  draw  up  in  a  ruuToir  campa»  bis  own 
«Ute  of  the  cirsv,  and  fiis  d«;nmnd  upon  the  other ; 
and  each  abate  nomtiwhiit,  of  which  himself  or  hU 
fticnds  may  think  due  to  liim  by  the  lairs  of  rigid 
Ju«ticc.  I'hu  will  ficcin  a  tedious  method,  but 
will»  1  h(»pe,  be  shortened  bv  the  desire,  so  often 
cxpreved  on  each  side,  of  a  speedy  detertnination. 
If  eUhur  party  can  make  uw  of  me  in  tbL»  tranane- 
lioQ,  in  which  there  i«  no  opportunity  for  tnalevo* 
Ivncv  <ir  prejudice  to  exert  thein«eWe^  I  ftholl  be 
well  Skatisfied  with  the  emplnymenL 

Mr  Cave,  who  knows  to  whom  t  am  writing. 
de&ires  me  lo  mention  his  interest',  of  which  I  need 
nof  remind  you  that  it  l&  cuinplieated  with  yours  ; 
and  therefore  cannot  be  negletted  by  you  without 
opposition  to  motivev  fur  stronger  th^n  the  per- 
HUiuiionit  of,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 
—  Puftjc*,  MSS,  **  Sam.  JouirsoK.^ 

JOHNSON  TO  PAUL, 
In  liirmingham. 

"  At  th«»  Black  Bm',  nrcr  ajr^loft  I>urh»m  Y'M'd, 
"  StrAnd,  March  3 1  it.  171 L 

*•  .Si  a,  —  The  hurry  of  removing  and  »ome  other 
hindrances,  have  kept  inc  from  writing  to  you  *ince 
you  left  us,  nor  sthould  I  have  allowed  myself tlie  plea- 
sure ufdouig  it  tiow,  but  that  the  Doctor  [Jame'^]  liaa 
prc$9e<l  me  to  offer  you  a  prtipotal,  which  1  know 
not  why  he  docs  not  rather  mixke  hicmelf  i  but  his 
request,  whatever  be  the  reason  of  it,  is  too  small 
to  be  deni ed>  He  proposes,  —  1 .  To  pay  you  imme- 
diately, ur  give  YOU  satisfactory  security  for  the 
speedy  payment  uf±lOC>.  2.  To  cKcliange  gene- 
ral releases  with  Air.  Warren.  Tliese  proposals 
he  makes  upon  the  conditions  formerly  oHered, 
that  the  bargain  fur  spindles  slmll  b«  vaented. 
The  securities  for  Mr.  Warren's  debts  released, 
ami  the  debt  of  £f>,v  remitted  with  the  additiou 
of  (Ill's  new  article,  that  Mr.  Warren  shidl  give  him 
the  lK>4>k.s  bought  for  the  carrying  on  of  their  joint 
Ui)dertaking.  What  difference  this  new  demand  may 
make,  I  cannot  tell,  nor  do  I  intend  to  be  under- 
stood in  these  proposals  to  express  any  of  my  own 
sentiments  hut  merely  to  write  after  a  dictation. 
J  believe  I  have  eitpressed  the  Doctor's  meaning, 
hut  being  disappointed  of  an  interview  with  him, 
caimot  shew  him  this,  and  he  generally  hints  his 
intentions  somewhat  ub^urely. 

He  is  very  impatient  for  an  answer,  and  de- 
sires me  to  importune  you  for  one  by  the  return 
of  the  post.  1  am  not  willing^  in  this  affair,  to 
request  anything  on  my  own  account ;  fur  you 
know  njlready,  that  an  agreement  can  only  be  made 
by  a  communication  of  your  thoughts,  and  a  speedy 
agreement  only  by  an  expeditious  eominunicntion. 

I  hope  to  write  soon  on  some  roore  agreeable 
subject  i  fur  though,  perhaps  a  man  caiuiot  easily 


'  "'I  b  '  irjfemttflC  lomeoiton  anything  of  my 

aflbln  to  ^1  i^uch  a  tetter  at  fie  irnl  to  Mr.  John> 

•ott.  who^  I  mcotloa  or  enquiry  for  m«.  Though 

I  nni  to  be  kL'|jt  ia  itu  iJarli,  I  cupposv  you  wtionre  on  the 
•pat  fi>M»t  know  what  hopsi  you  onv*  of  belne  reiicbuf««d 
rnur  mnTM^y.  and  *bal]  t>o  glsd  of  a  lloe  on  tbal  hcAd."  Ce»e 
to  Mr.  tVarrm,  ia    Btnuittghatn,  ApHi  9.  174t.  — P.  Cti«- 

«  'r>,l«  U  «fi  4friin^tifir,>ni  rytth"  r*'p'>rt  nf  n  ilebfttc  betwwn 

rrifi-       "         '    '  ^ ■    ■'        '       '     -.    nt.      ttlitibr 

rpL'  tilt  tttp  orlg\DM 

rp|'  tdrv  Hlflary<to 


J... 


find  inore  pleasing  employment  thait  of  reel 
variances,  he  may  certainly  amuse  liiniscif 
by  any  other  businesa,  than  of  interpnHi| 
trover^i^  which  grow  every  day  more 
accommodation,  which  has  been  hithci 
but  I  hope  my  endeavours  will  be,  hen 
succe^ful.  I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c., 
—  Pocuck,  MSS.  '*  San. 

In  1741  he  wrote  for  the  GcntI 
zinc  the  "Prcfiiccrt  "Conclusic 
of  Dnike  aud  Barrctier ;"  *  **  A  free 
of  the  Jetft£i  of  Hierfjclea,  with  an 
tion;"t   and,  1   think,  the   i'olli 
"Debate  on  the  P^posal  of  F 
Cromwell,  to  lursume  the  Title  of  Kioj 
tuoilified,   anil   digested;"*!   **  Ti 
Abbe  Guyou*!-  Disjiertatton  oa  the 
"  Translation  of  Foutenelle'*  Pan 
Moriu.'^f    Two  notes  upon  this 
undoubtedly  his.     He  this 
following,  wrote  the  Far! 
]le  told  me  himself,  that  he  was 
poser  of  them  for  those  three  \< 
was  not,  liowcver,  precisely  exact  in 
ment,  which  he  meulioned  from  hi 
lection ;  for  it  ia  »ulficJently  ev 
cuinposition  of  them  began  Nov 
and  ended  February  23. 1742-3.* 

It  app>ears  from  some  of  Cave's  1 
Birch,  that  Cave  had  better  assist 
branch  of  his  Magazine,  than  has  b 
supposed  i  and  that  he  waa  indefati] 
ting  it  made  aa  peifcct  as  he  co 
2Ut  July,  1735,  ^ 

*'  I  trouble  you  with  the  inclosed,  btft 
said  you  could  ca-iiilly  correct  what  ih  hvf^ 
Lord  Chesterfield's  speech.  1  beg  yoUji 
OS  soon  OS  you  can  for  me,  because  the  fiS 
advanced-" 

And  I5th  July,  1737, 

**  As  you  remember  the  debates  so  fqj 
ceive  the  speeches  already  printed  are 
beg  the  favour  that  you  will  peruse  U 
and,  in  the  best  manner  your  memory 
correct  the  mii^^taken  parages,  or  add  au 
is  omitted.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  \ 
thing  of  the  Duke  of  Newoutle's  spd 
would  be  particularly  of  service  A 
tuts  Lord  Bothurst's  speech  to  add  som* 

And  July  3,  1744,  ! 

**  You   will   sec  what  stupid,  low,  | 
stuff  is  put  *  upon  your  noble  and  loamil 

. — ^ — _^^_^ — . — —  •% 

17:1^.  I.  however,  see  ilMuidsnt  reason  t»  N 
wrntr  iht'in  from  the  thne  ( Juns  1738)  ilial  t)Mf 
l.tfiijfuiian  title,  and  even  the  '^  bilriHlNitlrtii  * 
rnrmia  ovJJMitly  hlk;  and  iiitt<      '  n 

khnre  to  tbe  35d  of  Feb.  17 
dfbfltr  lt«Hr,  «Dii  lint  tn  th  U 
the  Cjhi    Act  <CGrtai)  ' 
iiUre  iu  Felj.  IT«.  V 
Fphrni»rv.    1744  1   «.> 


i  Doiibtlr«s,  Iiord  Uardwlcke.  —  Bi 


A 


^nr.2»* 
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lOMh  m  1  •lioiilil  qutU  rejt»ct,  nml  i*ti.- 

10  do  iomtlhwfi  better  towards  dotii);  j«*- 

to  Um  fbarkctcr.      But  ai   I  cairnot  expvct  to 

1117  dc«Lri/  in  Cbttt  respect,   it   would  be  a 

•ittdkptiun»   as  weil   as    aii   honour   to  our 

wtmk^  10  hftvc  ttie  favour  of  llie  gnnjine  tpcuciu 

It   w  a  m<tij»u<t  t)i«t  aeverd  have  been  plfOM-'d  to 

'  >v,  but  I  think  mytelf  under  » 

uif  «o  far,  that  I  huve  had  «omc 

J.ich   I  underntood  well  enough 

tf5t;  other*  by  penny-pont,  and 

^^icmsclves   who  have  \KVti 

GatCr  and  ^how  particular 

^         1      ^  ,^.ued,'  — [Btrth*  AlSSk  in 

T.-^  no  reaaon,  T  believe,  to  doubt  the 

It  is,  however,  remarkable 

li'tters  are  in  the  yeafH  dur- 

1 1  ue  fumbhcd  the  Debates^ 

I     iu  the  very  year  after  he 

Jsffcvd  injm  ili:it  kbour.    Johnson  told  me, 

iM  iKXin  tm  \it*  found  that  the  speeches  vrere 

I  'termijn?d  that  he  would 

1 :  **  for  he  would  not  be 

rLmtion   of   falsehood." 

'  ;   >;^  of  hia  coniij^it'uee^ 

'       t'-o'h  he  expru'-iseii 

I    the  fiuthor  of 

.1  irulities. 

ed  with  me  in  thinking 

lie  h:id  framed  were  to 

"  «ns  of  public 

'j[\y  been  enl- 

prupcrij    arranged,    and 

U>  ihe  notice  of  parliamentary 

I17  A  preface,  wrilten  bj  no  inferior 


in     VoIuiUt 


MVrad  that  tk«  «dlt<>t  \s  Mr.  Ciranre  Chalmeri, 

■•rrtat  «ri.rtt    *lf    win    itlni%»i    at\,\    «->frv-|r>.'i|. — 

Tht.  .      .     ,  I    . 


mml 


mh 


or  r< 
It.  f*<t. 

M  (W  aUkar  bl^r 

iftwb  (it  ih*  fir*  I 
l«tf).  ikM  Of) 


of  tt 

^  Sit    F^.l-f.    WuJt-,). 
«^  tlbm  Hwvc  b*  bail 


that    e#lcbrat«d 
IttUcUaKV  within 
>.<»•  11.^1:  « t(r»  iKithtnc  «qiul 
."     Many  rtf  thu  ruinpany 
ma  paaMc««  mm*  citwl  wttn 
Mitaiiaa  ef  all  praaont.    Ihttin'^  H,n 
«,  H/kmBb  Miuuaad  aUeni 
t  w<taW*d.  IM  epaiMd  v. 
I  aiMa  to  afHrtMUi  Ks«i>  • 


b<m4j.  I  mnst,  hnwever,  ob«erre^  that,  a)- 
tJiM ugh  there  is  in  thogc  debate*  a  wtKuWful 
store  of  political  infonnatioti,  and  very  {Ktwt'r- 
ful  c  toque  nee,  1  cannot  a^«e  that  they  exhibit 
the  manner  a^  each  particular  spcakt^r,  i\.^  Sir 
John  Hawkins  seems  to  tliijik.  Hut,  indri«l» 
what  opinion  can  we  have  of  his  jud;;rinent  und 
taste  in  public  spettkin»(,  who  prei»mac5  to  gtvc^ 
as  the  chariw^leristics  of  two  celebrated  oTtit»>ra, 
"  the  dcc'p*niou!hffd  rancour  of  Pultuney,  and 
the  yelping  pertinacity  of  Pitt?"* 


CHAPTER  Vn. 
1741-1744. 


"  Irentr —  nmim  *>f  the  ^*  Conduct  of  fftf  Duchrii, 
of  MftrUtormgh,'* — Litct  of  Burman  and  St/tJi-n- 
A«J«.— "  PropotuUfur  niUiothtra  liarttiana"  ^ 
Pfnjert*  rt  UUtory  uf  Parttamfui.  —  DitjmU  JW- 
licren  CrouMi  and  Warhurian  —  •*  Dtdimtitm  to 
Jamfi't  Dictiitntiry  " — "  Frithdahip,on  Oik,"  — 
Extrtmi  Inth'yritrr.  — Rirfuird  .Sfitvir/r.  — /^i»jc» 
dotea. — '*  Tht  Life  of  Suvtijic,*'  ^Ctmntft»  of 
MaedtiJiM.  -^  •*  Prtfoct  to  th*  Harlaan  Sti*tel* 

Tins  year  I  find  that  his  tragedy  of  Isknb  had 
been  for  some  time  ready  ior  the  8tage»  and 
that  his  necessities  made  him  desirous  of  fret- 
ting as  much  as  he  cotdd  for  it  without  defav ; 
for  tlierc  is  the  followinrf  letter  from  Mr.  Cave 
to  Dr.  Btrehf  in  Uie  same  volume  of  manuscnptfl 


Th*>  comimij  wai  itrucl  with  aatonhhqu'nt.    Aft«r  ttoring 

lit  vidi  .►(l.rr  til   nlU'Ml  ftinainr,  llr,  FrAnci*  a»krd  how  th«i 

t™  by  him?    "  Sir/' «aid  Johnion,  "  I 

'  T4^f  t.      I  iKTer  bave  been  )a  the  ^ilcrv 

'ion*  >iti?  rrticfl.    Cttve  had  lntprM.t  with 

r^cinipmntofcKl  under  him, 

'    ^VHJ  the  eubj(M::t  al  «lli. 

,  the  *idi»i  tiu'ii  t«v<k.  himI 

4r^uin<:iiti  wlmnoed  la  til*  ■ 
H«*  uricrward*  ooromunicj' 
•pr^hf4  In  thp  form  whi« 
n«tiury    D^biiii>j."    Ta  ti 
ati«wnr:~"  Thrn,   »lf,   j. 
hiin»air,  for  to  my  thiU  j  >  .n 
thmvt,  would  bo  layi. 
t>r«tnwi!kf  iHTiib  (•fic'o 
piralMd  Ml  Impartial 
ai»d  ctoquence  with 
la  not  quite   true," 
tolvrably  wftl.  hut  I 

th« 

Ih« 


'At^  Ihd  Life 
i>  (h«<  IIM  uf 

-  *>lf-IMl». 

'1.  a* 

■  - .■.  .^...  .f<)n»eal 

4  iticii  M,rv  t'wrlAiiily  Jiillit* 
!'»  WyrU,  »mI,  I).  |.,31«l. 
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in  tilt*  Brkbh  Mix^enm,  from  which  T  ropie«l 
thoBC  above  quotetl.  They  were  most  obliginp^ly 
pointt'd  out  to  me  by  Sir  William  Musfrrave, 
one*  of  tbe  curators  [trustees]  of  that  noble  re- 
pository. 

"Sept. 9,  I74U 
«*  I  have  put  Mr.  Johnson'*  piny  into  Mr.  Gray's  ' 
fiftiidi,  in  order  to  »ell  it  lo  him.  if  he  is  incUned  to 
buy  it ;  but  I  doubt  wbttlier  he  will  or  not.  He 
would  dispone  of  the  copy,  iind  whatcfer  adviint«x<-* 
nrny  he  in  ode  by  acting  it.  Would  your  society  •» 
or  any  jffciUlcman,  or  body  of  men  that  you 
know,  take  such  a  Iwrgain  ?  He  and  T  nrcj  very 
unfit  lo  deal  with  thi-atrtcal  ptTsons.  Fleetwood 
was  to  have  acted  it  In'ot  «eaftoo,  hut  Johnston's  dif- 
fidence or  '  prevented  it." 

I  linve  already  uieutioned  that  "  Irene  "  was 
not  brought  into  public  notice  till  Garrick  waa 
umnagfr  of  Drury-liuic  Theatre. 

Id  1742*  he  wrote  for  the  Gentleman^s  Ma- 

fa/ine,  the  "  Preface,"  f  the  "  Pari i amen t«ry 
>ebiite?/**  '*Eafiay  on  the  Acei>unt  of  the 
Ciiitduct  of  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough/** 
iImjq  the  popular  topic  of  conversation.  This 
Essay  is  a  short  but  niasterly  performance. 
We  find  him,  in  No.  13,  of  his  Rambler,  cen- 
suring' a  prollijjate  sentiment  in  that  "Ac- 
count,"* ajid  agiuu  (10th  Sept.  1773)  insisting 
u|M^n  it  strenuously  in  conversation.  "An 
Account  of  tbe  Life' of  Peter  Burman,***  I  be- 
lieve chiefly  taken  from  a  foreign  nublication  ; 
as,  indeed,  be  could  not  himself  kuow  niurh 
about  Burman  ;  "  Additions  to  his  Lite  of  Bar- 
retier,"  ♦  *'  The  Life  of  Sydenham,"*  afWrwarda 
prefixed  to  Dr.  Swan*B  edition  of  his  works ; 
'*  Proposals  for  printing  Bibliotheca  Hiirleiana, 
or  a  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Earl  of 
Oxford."  *  Ilia  accx)unt  of  that  celebrated  col- 
lection of  books,  in  which  he  displays  the  im- 
portance to  literature,  of  what  the  I*  rench  call 
a  catalogue  raUomte^  when  the  subjects  of  it  are 
<DitU>nsive  and  various,  and  it  is  executed  with 
i^ility^  cannot  fail  to  impreas  all  his  readers 
with  lulmirntion  of  his  phifological  attainmenta. 
It  was  afterwards  prefixed  to  the  first  volume 
nf  the  Catalogue,  in  which  the  Latin  accounta 
of  books  were  written  by  hhn.  He  was  era- 
ployed  in  this  bu^tioe^  by  Mr.  Thomas  Osborne'* 
the  bookseller,  who  purchased  the  library  for 


*  Jnhn  r,my  w«  a  hAftl:4i!»11rr,  at  Ihe  Cro»i  Key*  (o  tbe 

T"    ,"  ;         :  '         |.t  by  Dr.  SaibucI  Chandler. 

I  dUneritiniC  mmi»ter  ;  but 

.  iiurch,  and  htild  a  llThig  at 

Urtyal  SocIht  [m  BoiwcU  In  hit  two  Hnt  MU 
r.in(r«>l)r  •tatedj ,  l»Mt  the   "*  Socl^'ty  for  tbe  Eo- 

iif  L*»mlQ|r,  of  Krbteh  Dr.  Hirch  wm  n  leadfnir 
i  tuHr  otjjoct  wai,  to  afitit  authori  in  printing 

irkt.  It  exl»t«d  fmin  about  I  TVn  to  1744).  whi^n, 
•  rred    a  contldcmbla  debt.  It  wai  diuolvcd -^ 

>  'Ihrre  It  »o  eratiKf!  hen?,  birt  a  tncta  blank ;  td  Stl  np 
whtclt  miy  bf*  nn  PX«rrcU<»  for  initfltiipui  coTijfrtttre,  —  Bon- 
waLc. .  I'lnvitMng  tHKiivuituHoiUv  revrrif  qf  ^f" 

Jldm< 

«  r.  IfittfTB  tn  »  IVt«nrt,  wrUeon  In  Jim*,  174?, 


fo  ^rs> 

Bar  ^m 

byV 

0  mSSm 

h«id 

t 


18,000/.,  a  sum  which  Mr.  Oldys  says,  h 
of  his  manuacripta,  was  not  more  than  the 
ing  of  iha  books  had  cost '' ;  yet,  ns  Dr.  J 
son  assured  me,  the  slowness  of  the  saU 
sucli,  that  there  was  not  much  piiiied  I 
It  has  been  conlldenily  related,  with  mum 
belUahments,  that  Johnson  one  day  knt 
Ojiborne  down  in  his  shop  with  a  fol»o»  am 
hia  foot  upon  his  neck.  The  simple  ti-uth  . 
from  Johnson  himself.  "  Sir,  he  was  im| 
uent  to  me,  and  I  beat  him.  But  it  wtM 
his  jihop  I  it  was  in  my  own  chain lter.^^| 
A  very  diligent  observer  may  trmt 
where  we  should  not  easily  sopjjose  him 
found.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  wroii 
little  abridgment  entiUetl  *^*  Foreign  Hist 
in  the  Magazine  f<»r  December,  To  pro 
I  shall  quote  the  Introduction  :  —        ^ 

*'  As  this  k  tliitt  scasuu  of  the  year 
Nature  may  bu  Knid  tu  command  a  m 
bofitiiities,  and  which  sernu  int««ided,  by 
short  stop  to  virdeaco  and  slaught(^r,  to 
for  malice  tu  relent,  and  animottity  to  suhfid 
can  scarce  expect  aiiy  other  account  than 
negotiations,  and   trC'aties^  of  proposals 
and  preparations  for  war." 

As  also  this  passage :  — 

**  Lot  those  who  despis«  the  eftpacity' 
Swlu,  t«ll  u«  by  what  wotiderful  poliiry^  or  h 
happy  conciliation  of  interwta^  it  Ubrnu^ht  1 
that  in  a  body  made  up  of  (iiUcri-nt  c<>mni 
and  difftTcnt  religions,  there  should  bo  n 
commotions,  though  the  people  aire  ao  warlil 
to  noininatt!  and  raise  an  army  U  tlt« 

I  am  obliged  to  Itlr.  Astfc* 
permission  Ud  copy  the  two  foil 
which  the  originals  are  in  his  possess ti 
contents  ahow  that  they  were  writ 
this  time,  and  that  Johnson  was  now 
in  preparing  im  liistoric^^  account  of 
Parliament. 

JOHNSON  TO    CAVE. 

[An 
"  Sia,  —  I  beJieve  1  ara  going  to  wrJ 
letter,  and  have  therefore  taken  a  whotej 
paper.     The  first  thing  to  be  written  at 
histortcal  design. 

**  You  mentioned  the  proposal  of 


had  In  cootemplHtioQ  may  have   been    a  ka 
mooareb.  —  M4L0ifB, 

>  *•  A  Into  ftmaU  mhdtter  if  $iatt  hw  hnm 
enougli  to  inlnrni  the  worW,  th«t  tb*  n9r4.  wh*rt 
lo  «xtract  Anything  frn--  '--  --^r--  ■ 
Moataigne'i  re  i toning  : 
ftacret  to  a  friend  l«  no 
of  p«non<  tnutod  li  niii    ..; — ,.-„ 
briajr  Tlrtunlly  th*>  lamt.  "  lUimiticr, 

«  The  iKine  who  It  Intmducfld  ftitu  < 
fn^iitin^  clrrumitAnrcf.  which  dligrn 
Ofbom<«,  of  whom  Jnlioion  mti  in  hij  Ljie  uf 
hit  "  tmpBMlblo  ilulneu"  would  not  feel  the  tai 
in  t767.  — CuoKBa* 

i   iSrt  Oniura  Lilerarta.  vol,  i.  p.  1^ 

"  Thonuk*  Afftle.  Ktq^  mtny  yi«r< 
in  thf  Tower,  one  of  lh<»  K*«T»*'r»    ■ 

-V nf  thp   BritiOi  V 

I  hi-  Areh*«il 
u»]  Prrigrr*' 
„.  „  i..  ury."    Uedlcii  i.^. ..  .^„  ^ 


^ 
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in  tlie  »clicfnc»  but  I  bo- 
wser or flUier* my  meaning; 
I  yd  aa  odtcff  «i«w  Uiao  tbjit  y<m  mtgbc  raiber 
mmnj  af  Ave  »lu!«t«i  thuii  of  five  and 


*Wil 


ich  Ttfi^rtl  to  vbat  I  «baJl  my  on  the  man- 
Mr  ot  pffvmdiugi  T  «ouUl  bave  it  understood  us 
vtMlij  buliflWeot  to  me,  and  myr  opinion  only«  not 
at  fi^jlattorTL      Emptitrit  tit  digert. 

of  the  cxj»et  date*  of  tlie 
WL.  the  margin,  or  of  »o  many 

fTf^i    u  •  reader  to  regulate  the 

mikr  %>(  *cnt  dcactness,  the  proper 

larfiiiMi  v-.»^.^,-  ,-   il,  wliich  iu»  «ir«itl  only 

WIIBMb  And  •  lii%iutv,  which  ranges  facts  according 
litLrtr  dti»vn<l«nre  on  e»ch  oth«r,  and  postpone* 
ut  iiug  to  the  eoiivenicnce  of  najr- 

n  »ork  ought  to  paruke  of  the 

ijii  :•  ■    coutrar)' to  minute  eiacl- 

^^.    <7  !■/ of  a  journal,  which  is 

irv-.'-'i  For  t}m  ruasun,  I  neither 

».[,T,i:  r  lor  reject  them, 

;  n  with  regard  to  placing 

B  I.      tv-      in   the  marc^ini    and 

IL  ^'      I    /  t  complete  account  of 

l^rfaii.  1'   k's  that  ean   l>e   cootrived. 

Uto  lu*^  irMHit  an  historical   treoti<we 

i^ijBii  ,,  •*    r  »    !.l;  to  make  them 

waitntood,  ^'"g  (acts  with 

ttKkr  ifaa«:tn>  uargin. 

iriiay  timt  I   had  received 
^  found  set  down  1 3/.  S«.  6«/. 

It-ktSi.;:  i  of  liLSt  Saluidiiy.    As  yon 

ynltJ  <.  I  many  c*IU  fcr  money >  I 

ivM  hard,  and  therefore  sbull 


vmiHI  not 


jirc»--»  yuu 


ttnfjr*  M  I  Nsind  it  In,  two  guineas  fot  a.  sheet 
jr  i  tbv  Te»t  you  may  pay  mo  when  it  may  be 
IpivvMDivnt ;  and  even  by  thit  ihcet  payment 
(br  »otnr  time,  b«  very  expensive. 

I  Ni,T»g:^  I  wn  ready  to  go  upon  ; 
i«r  aod  pica  note*,  I  reckon  on 
•wiii^tu  luii  a  tiivet  a  day ;  but  the  money  for  that 
AaB  wJkmmktg  Ik  by  in  your  hands  till  ii  is  donv. 
ViA  ttie  ActKi—.  ahall  ool  I  have  buainess  enough 
1 1  Wd  lnt«  pMsd  (M;n»  ? 
**  TowanU  Mr.  Satagc't  Life  vhat  more  hav« 
T  >     I  w»uld  vi&ogly  have  hit  trial,  &<]., 


■  -t^  pv«m  D<!vl«r  "  vu  piil»ll*h«dla  ITi4,  atideoalalaad 
•^  vraiat  af  Savaf*.  —  Hchwbll. 

fkti/a  IM  KuBtc   tokcrtptliia,  GeiU.  Uag.  voL  aU. 


>i  U  inliiht 
ii(»GroCto, 


r  ■H><Hll  OMI  ■WMlltori 


ind  know  whether  hit  defence  be  at  FtriKti*),  and 
would  have  hifi  eotlection  ot  Poem^  on  tiucuuitt  of 
the  prt^race;  —  "The  Plojtn  Dcidcr",' — uJ)  the 
Magazines  tJiat  have  any  thing  of  hi^  or  relatitig  to 
him. 

'*  r  thought  my  letter  would  be  long,  but  it  im 
now  ended  ;  and  I  am^  Str,  yours  &c,f 

**  Sam.  Johnson.** 

"  The  boy  found  mc  writing  Ibis  almost  in  the 
dark,  when  1  could  not  quite  easily  rend  your*. 

"  I  hare  read  the  luttan  :  —  nothing  in  it  ii 
welL 

**  I  had  no  notion  of  hoving  any  thing  for  the 
Inscription**  I  hope  you  don't  think  1  kept  it 
to  extort  a  price.  1  could  think  of  nothing  till 
to-dsiy.  If  you  cotdd  »|jarc  me  another  guinea 
for  the  history,  I  should  take  it  very  kindly,  to- 
night ;  but  if  y<m  do  not  1  shall  not  thlak  it  an 
injury.     I  am  almost  well  again," 

.JOHNSON  TO  CAVE. 

"Sia* — ^You  did  not  tell  me  your  determinntion 
about  the  Sotititr't  Letttr^  which  I  am  confident 
was  ncTrer  printed.  1  think  it  will  not  do  by  it. 
svlf,  or  in  any  ottier  pbce,  «o  well  nn  the  Mrtg. 
Extraordinary.  If  you  will  have  it  all,  I  believe 
you  do  nut  tliink  I  set  it  hijj;h  ;  and  I  will  be  glad 
if  what  you  give  you  will  give  quickly. 

**  You  need  not  be  in  care  about  something  to 
print,  for  I  have  got  the  State  Triak,  and  shall  ex- 
tract LnycT,  Atterbury,  and  Macclcifield  from 
them,  atHl  »hall  bring  them  to  you  in  a  fortnight ; 
after  which  I  will  try  to  get  the  South  Sea  He- 
port/' 

[JV»  dttiet  nor  tifptaturt,^ 

I  would  iil«o  Mcribe  to  him  ftn  **  Essay  on 
the  Description  of  Chitia,  from  the  French  of 

l>uHal<lo.H 

His  writings  in  the  Gcntlemftn's  Magazine 
in  1743,  ore,  the  Preface  f,  the  Parlianifutnry 
Debates  |,  "  ConHiderationa  on  the  Dispute 
betiveen  Crotiaaz  and  Warbiirton^  on  l^ojiea 
Essny  on  Man  \^*\m  which,  while  he  deft^nds 
CroujftjL,  he  showa  an  admirable  metaphjsicul 
acutcneas  and  temperance  in  controversy:  **Ad 
Lauram  parituram  Epigramma :" ^ *  and,  "A 

Thli  ▼f^rilem  li.  I  ant  ctnwdou*,  awkward  eoougli,  iMt 


not  more  »n.  1  hope,  than  tbe  orlglna],  whkb  i 

faardi;  worth  tbo   dliUaeCloa  of  tieing  tpedaJljr  quntrd.   If 

x\\*-  Hrxt  hrif  writ  ^iropoted   u  a  titfiit,  we  cant)rot  mixch 

which  Itwas  foDowpd  up:  (be  dniffna- 

lidy  M  pnrUa,  nouJd  l«ad  ut  tt>friin«Kt 

II  in  ihi>  t.irii  *blih  tbo  eplffrain  ukea- 

I*  nut  tip    MM  .r,il    Itne  p-r  ^ard;  the  third  pe- 

dfttitic  ;    ukI  thi?  conrirlt  (  Mot  even  claitlcal  ^- 

for  l.tirln.i  wrtt  mrvr  f*(Tini  mif  J    and  dc*t  IVot 

■  ■    '  -       ;.,.ii>i-  *iii.j..'^t   for  poetic*!  Cotti* 

ruti  Review.  Ko.  !"7.  p.  D,.  tloea 


lartid  bin  ^  pajrUia  —  CcuiikM 
Madtaotanil  «kal  tliU  w4i. - 


tlOKWkLL. 


Tbr  fir 
rmtin-A  Hi 


•-^•^  lit  *•••«'"                   •.  womii  1 

^9  MM  Mho 

Smlmmmm^mmf                    „)itrr  bl<K>m, 
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Latin  TmnslAtion  (if  Pope's  Versea  on  his 
Grnvtio:"*  aiui,  lis  Le  could  employ  his  ]>?n 
with  eqaftl  Buveess  UjKvn  a  small  Tiiattcr  iis  n. 
*P'\'nt^  1  suppose  liira  to  be  the  author  of  an 
ndvertiR<^iTieiit  for  Osborne,  concemiog  the 
gr^HL  Harleian  Catalogue. 

But  1  shouUl  think  myself  much  wanting, 
both  to  my  illustrious  fnend  and  iny  readers, 
did  I  not  Introduce  here,  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary respeet^an  extjuisitely  beautiful  Oile,  whit-h 
hu.H  not  Ix-'en  inserted  in  any  of  the  collections 
of  .Ttihn.Hon'a  poetry,  written  by  him  at  a  very 
early  period,  m  Mr.  Hector  informs  roe,  and 
inserted  in  lite  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  this 
jear. 

Friukdiiiii?,  ak  Otts,* 

•♦  Friendship,  peculiar  booti  of  Heaven, 
'file  noble  mind's  dcbglit  and  pride, 
To  luen  and  angeU  only  givt>n, 
To  all  tbu  lower  wurld  dLiiied. 

"  Whilo  love,  unknown  nmong'  the  bleat, 
IViciit  of  tliuuHtini)  wild  desires, 
Tbe  .t.iva^e  and  the  human  breuftt 
TorniBiUs  oUke  with  raging  fires  i 

**  With  brifrhl,  but  i>ft  destructire,  glcanj* 
Ahke  o'er  all  his  lightnings  lly  ; 
Tliy  lamheut  glorii-s  only  iH^ain 
Around  thi?  favourites  of  the  sky. 

**  Tliy  gentle  flows  of  gitlUK'^s  joys 

On  fool*  and  Tillain$  ne'er  descend  : 
1(1  vain  for  thee  the  tyrant  %ij!;h% 
And  hug»  B  flatterer  fur  a  friend. 

**  Directress  of  the  brave  and  just, 

O  guide  u*  through  life's  darkiiCniG  way  1 
And  let  the  tortures  tif  mistrust 
On  Ai'lfish  bosonM  only  prey. 

*•  Nor  «hall  thine  ardour  cea<te  to  glow, 
When  M)uU  to  blissful  dimes  remove : 
Whm  roi^'d  our  virtue  here  Ih'Iow, 
Shall  aid  our  happincu  ahuve." 

Johnson  had  now  an  opportunity  of  obliging 
his  schoolfelbiw  Dr.  Jamea,  of  whom  he  once 
observc^L,  "  No  man  brin^i^s  more  nund  to  hid 
profeMitui."  Jflinet*  publisheil  thij*  year  his 
"  Medicinal  Dictionary,"  in  three  volumes 
foUo.     Johnson,  oA  I  understood  from  him,  had 


"     "       '*      "1  '  '  ir^d    In  the  Gentlfman'i 

I-4.1.  WM,  mnnj  yt-nr*  agn, 

^  lu  wrUtt^n   bv  J'lhaiiun, 

<r  ,,uAi.     I  {|i^  mit  1 1  link  «o:  ft 

tirterpiii  ftUfl  itnur   1  Ki'nture  to 

:)ri»otrt  ;  and  J  hnd.  \a  the  I^ew 

^         .         .  .  tlxiU  it  ii  &(tribuU;d:  to  Blttiup 

iO«,  -Cu.i:<kt»i. 

"  Slli,^ThAt  tho  M(Htlrln«l  DirtionAry  [i  dMilcntpd  to 

,  Ii   I't  hi-  {rn|,c.ilril  ,nily  til  jmir   rfiiiifjilJan  for  luperlor 

I  i1   to   (!XpUiD 

I  lilt  a<l<lMrMi, 

»ncrll ;  and. 


i     disap. 

-,.    ru  ulll 

■li  uji-jij  lh« 

nturc  Icmtt 

,  jourtnoti 


written,  or  asaisite^l  in  writina:* 
for  thiai  work  ;  and  being  very  fonc 
of  physic,  in  winch  James  was  hi 
furniehcd  some  of  the  nrtieles,     ^ 
certiiinly  wrote  for  it  the  I)e(li( 
Meadf^  whicii  is  conceived  with; 
tjo  conciliate  the  patronage  of 
nent  man.' 

It  has  been  circulated  \  I 
what  authenticity,  that  Johnson  c( 
Birch  as  a  dull  writer,  and  aaid  ofj 
Birch  is  ns  brisk  as  a  bee  in  con%'(s( 
no  sooner  does  he  take  a  pen  in  hi 
it  bccomcfl  a  torpc*lo  to  him,  andj 
his  faculties."  That  the  literal 
country  is  much  jnflebted  to  BilJ 
and  diligcncen,  must  eertaiidy  be  ad 
We  biive  9(fen  that  John.ion  hon 
with  n  Greek  Epigram ;  and  his  coij 
with  Iiiuj,  during  many  years,  prd 
had  no  mean  opmion  of  him.  ' 

JOHNSON  TO  BIRCJ 

*'  Sift, —  I  hope  you  will  ciccukc  mt 
you  on  ail  occasion  on  whieh  I  ktlj 
else  I  can  apply  to  :  I  am  nt  a  lo*«' 
»od  cliaracters  of  Karl  Stanhope,  till 
and  the  mlniiter  Sunderland  ;  and  ] 
wiD  ijiftjnn  [me]  where  I  may  find  ll 
any  pamphlets,  Sec,  relating  to  them' 
to  he  perused  for  a  few  days,  by,  f 
liurahle  servant,  SamJ 

His  circumstances  were  at  this  j 
riis8e<i ;  yet  hi*  aifection  for  bis  lO^ 
waniL,  and  so  liberal^  that  he  tool! 
self  a  debt  of  hers,  which,  thoa 
itself,  was  then  considerable  to  ; 
appears  from  the  following  lettt 
wrote  to  Mr.  Levett^  of  LtchficldJ 
of  which  lies  now  before  me.  ' 

JOHNSON  TO  MR.  LE1< 

"  Sia, —  I  am  extremely  sorry  thml 
cronched  so  much  upon  your  forlji 
rcqH'ct  to  the  interest,  which  a  great] 
arniirsi  hindered  inc  from  (hijtklng  t 
attctition  that  1  ou|(ht,  and  which  I  t 
diatety  able  to  remit   to  you,   but  d| 

»  UyHawkiM,  Iiff.p.2O0.  Tl  -1 

thai  Or.  Bircli'f  convtr«aLli>u  *  v 

ell y,  liitt  the  ptiriite  (twlf  ii,  •*  ?.:  i 

borrowed  from  Bcdii  KaJih,  who  ».mj  -i  iummt 
wu  a  lorpi-do,  which,  uhcn  he  uratpr'ti  tf 
hi*  facultit'*/'     (foldutiUli'i  L\fr  itj  S/ixk.—J 

'  Ni*  doubt,  ai  the  ciuc  ha  tunitHi  tiut,  R^ 
by  Jtihntoti'f  compllmeni ;  bttt  at  tW  tlii 
written,  Birch  friu  of  eminfrrKe  in  the  U(« 
(what  fliflwrtrd  Johnson  mori'  nrarlf >  hiieh  m 
rrf  C^vo;  ,u»il  J«>)iU»rkfi',  loarned  Aattwlrtnf  H 
and  Mr.  Url>nn,  vr«<  ;k1i  protuibly  ^troinpto^ 
propitiHt*'  Cflvr.  —  rR4kKF:n. 

*  Dr.  Johriion  was  a<i   I  "    '         U 

to  Indlfforrnt  perioDi  tl>'  I 

pmite*  which  Botwetl  !  l  -| 

uncalled   tur,  a*  the  deU    ^.v-i  a 

moth<!r'f  oj  hl»  nwn.     U  tuu  ni^  i. 

focTD'tliiiij;    of   hit    fatlier'i    pr  i 

inotbcT'*  dcfttli  lp<.  l^.j ;  tbit   ^t  .,  ,..^    i.jU| 
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I  iQ  Iwo  tiu>ntli«,    I  lonk  niioti 

rf  mtcftfSt  of  thai  tni>rtgagc% 

'      :  that  you  will  be  pluiisett 

V    tu  p:ty  it,  tttid   not  to 

If  it  be  ncets&ary 

.^'   r  cut!  (1m  it ;   but 

: .,  Aivi  bcp;  an  answer 

'•Q  much  time.      I  tliiuk 

tn  vour  forWiirauecs  and 

to  be  able  to  stTVC 

of  di*persiit;r  nny 

i:tiK    II   pruptT  tu  illilki'  ptibltc. 

i>f   iht*  ntoiicvt  |j.iy.itiile  ut   the 
„    -^   atiy  o;»c  hert  that   viiu  sliull 
i.  8tri  yutir  iiK>%t  nbciiiVnt,  tmd  mo«t 
Sam.  JoitkaoK. 
it-r.  in  CfMy't  Inn," 

it  he  wrote  ftny  tbinflf 
'■mnn's  Mitgiizinp,  but 
<>r  liurrvlitT  wu«  now 
n«iiit-^i'i   III  -.1  j>;i:imhlet  by  itself.     But  he 
r»iii4»i)  one  work  this  ycivr,  fully  siiffitiont  to 
thf    hi^h    rt'pulntion   whirh  he   had 
\trt\,      Thi«   wa*  **The   Life  of  Richairri 
•  a  mail,  of  whom  it  is  diflit'ult  to 
importinllr.  without  woruh.'rin^  that  he 
for  •ii'ii.    fimc  llie  intimate  cotu|>arvitni  of 
liiniiift  .  hnrarter*  was  marketl   by 

Ifuffi^  ;  %  at^d  ingratitude:  yet,  as 

we  nacWuliUf'Uv    luid    a  warm    and  vifroroua, 
llbp««i»  <i!iT»r«Tif;ife*l  mind,  had  gecn  Ibe  in  all 


lo  Mr.  h^tU  r  by  tbr  nno- 


Mr.  Baaw^II   Hm  nM 


MiNC  99  a«tiT 
r    lAfr—l  to. 

r«te«l  l«fttkro«. 


m  tu«t,  Ki^-,  uim  uf 


L-,  I  dan  Lo  ' 

f  war  4t'l<j 


ila  Tflrietitis^  and  been  mueh  iti  the  company  of 
the  statesmen  and  wita  of  hij»  time,  he  could 
cotnniuiiicate  to  Jobn^^on  an  abund^tnt  supply 
t>f  suiji  mntenuls  as  hia  philntsophictil  curioMty 
most  eogerly  desired ;  and  as  San  fi;,M/s  niie- 
fortuiieis  nnd  miscomluet  hiul  ivduecd  biin  lo 
the  h^w^'^^t  stjite  of  wrt'tchi'dnrss  :i9  n  writrr  fcxr 
brrail,  hiw  visits  to  St.  .lohn's  Gate  naturally 
bron^Ljht  dohnBon  nnd  him  touothei*.^ 

It  is  Hieljiiu'hoJy  to  retleet,  that  Johnson  and 
Stivaiic  were  somelhiies  in  such  exirenie  in- 
di;L'enre*,  that  they  couM  tiot  puy  for  a  hidg- 
ijijjT ;  sio  that  they  have  waiuhnvd  togetlier  whole 
nijihts  in  Uie  street.  Yet  in  these  aln;ot»t  tu- 
cfe<lible  scenes  of  distrejis,  we  may  supix)se  that 
Sav)i),'e  lin'ntioned  many  of  the  anecdotes  with 
which  Johti.son  afterwards  eniiehed  the  life  of 
his  unhappy  companioQ,  and  tbo«e  of  other 
poets. 

lie  told  Sir  Joshua  Reynolda,  that  one  nijtdit 
in  particular,  wheti  t^ava^e  luid  he  walked 
round  St.  Jame^'d  Square  for  want  of  a  lodg- 
ing, they  were  not  at  all  ilepret*!i«fd  by  their 
situation;  but,  in  ht^h  sjiirita  and  brimful  of 
palriotism,  traversed  the  8<piare  for  several 
hours,  inveighed  a«Tainst  the  mini-ster,  .ind  **  re- 
solved tliey  would  stttnd  by  tfmr  country^* 

I  aiu  uiraid,,  however,  that  by  a!!is4M'iji.ling 
with  Sav.ijur«^,  who  was  habituate*!  to  the  dissi- 
pation and  iicetitiouBue«s  of  the  town,  John&on, 


IMi...  <^i  liK4fiiu  V.  *      Hi.'V   Kii'hlt'  JtkliKhitii   Lii1ir:ir.  A   Iji.m   Nkr  rllJit 

-  llJit 


••  Ad  Rttarttum  Snwag^, 
tfumiftf  ttufiimn  gmrrit  cui  pfctnrf  ftrt^l 
O  cuUU  httmanitm  iir/iMwalfUf  ffflMi.  '— Uoswil.t^ 

'■•  Tliou,  whftw  warm  li«rt  for  all  m«iii1il»)«l  can  ILw»*, 
In  «U  m«Qklod  thould  frlendiand  fjivourtri  Boiwt  "— C. 

Iloiwcd  thotild  harp  sUtod  hit  jiuiliarJtr  for  iittHliutlnii 
thki  poor  mnil  ubtcun.*  coiipl4*t  to  Johiuou  :  kutl  be  thauld  aat 
luiv«  tu|<tiftfMed  the  tbturd  orJgiaoi  (lll«.^ 

"  Ad  Hitardttm  Sttvttgt,  Arm, 
HuTHUHi gcttcrtt  itmaturem.'* 

**  Tu  Richard  Savaiire,  Ctq.  ^tho  lover  of  th«  lliiniAii  rare/' 

I  Ain  relurlatit  t'l  lM*llrv«  that  Johnioii  wrotir  thl»  ud  ftufT. 

wliinh  u  i«i  CH-Hf^tmlv  wrilti'ii,  ilmrll^    brfHir*   .Tm1hi«mh   inN'utua 


uiiA(  W4*  iu  i  rill -A,  iiuk  )>ari 


hliD  at  bailnit  "  a  ffrav*  4d4 
1  digtilt/  ot  lulvii  i  but  uhli'b. 


My  drllft«t«d  with 
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thoujfh  hi3  (jood  principles  remaincil  gtcaily, 
fliil  not  cntiroly  preserve  that  conduftt  Un 
wbic'li,  in  «lavs  ol"  crcsitcr  siniplicirvt  be  was 
reinarkei!  bv  hia  friend  Mr.  Hector ;  but  was 
iinpcr<?eptibly  Ie*1  into  some  iniluljrences  which 
occnsinioed  mufb  distress  to  bis  virtuous  mind.' 
1'hftt  tlohiTison  was  unxioua  that  an  authontio 
and  fa%oiiriible  account  of  his  extraordinary 
friend  shouhl  first  j:;et  possession  of  the  public 
attention,  is  evident  from  u  letter  whieh  he 
wrote  in  the  Geiuletuan's  Macazine  for  August 
of  the  year  preceding  its  publication. 

TO  MR.   URBAN. 

"  A*  your  coUcclions  show  how  often  you  hnve 
owed  the  ori9amt'nt<i  uf  your  poetical  ipatrvs  to  the 
correspondence  of  the  unforlonate  and  ingenioua 
Mr.  Skvflge,  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  so  much 
rvijrard  to  hi*  memory  as  to  encourage  any  design 
that  niiiy  have  a  tendency  to  the  preservation  of  it 
from  insult*  or  calumnies ;  and  therefore,  with 
some  degree  of  aisu ranee,  iotreat  you  to  inform  the 
public,  that  his  Life  will  speedily  be  published  by 
n  person  wlio  wa.s  favoured  with  his  confidence* 
and  rt^eivcd  from  himwif  an  account  of  most  of  the 
transnotions  which  he  pro|}oses  to  mention^  to  the 
time  of  his  retiremeiU  to  Swansea  in  Wales, 

••  From  that  period,  to  hi»  death  in  the  prison  of 
Brittul,  the  sceoimt  will  be  continued  from  ma- 
terials still  lcj.H  liable  to  objection  ;  hi«  own  letters, 
and  those  of  his  friends,  some  of  which  will  be 
inwrted  in  t!tc  work,  and  abstracts  of  others  sub- 
joined in  the  margin. 

"  It  nitiy  be  reasonably  imagined,  that  others 
mny  have  the  same  design  ;  but  as  it  is  not  credible 
that  they  can  obtain  tlie  same  materials,  it  must  be 
eipected  they  will  supply  from  invention  the  want 
of  intel!i«7enee ;  and  that,  untlcr  the  title  of  •  The 
l^tfe  uf  Savage,*  they  will  publish  only  a  novel, 
lilled  with  romantic  adventures  and  imaginary 
amours.  You  may,  therefore.  perhafK,  gratify  the 
lovers  of  truth  and  wit,  by  giving  me  leave  to  in- 
form them  in  your  Magazine,  that  my  account  will 
he  published  in  Bvo.  by  Mr.  Roberts,  in  Warvrtck 
I^n e.  "*  [ No  sujnat u rr.  ] 

III  Febrnary,  1744,  it  accordingly  came  forth 
from  the  shop  of  Robert^  between  whom  and 


1  I  find  no  trace  of  any  peciUiar  di»tr(>««  of  niiml  conncvtMl 

with  thli  f>«rlod.     Thertf  It  nuti^  iti  t>  'id  Mrdita^ 

lionJt ;  Jinrl  t  am  ronviiicHHl  by  m<tm  '  (hat  ihi« 

miniU'traitmgt  anrl   n)\  thr  fiftirr  «n  inericef  pf 

U\w  tfi-r  ji  tkort  M' ,  re  than  a 

frnr)  hnfp  h«"cn  '  i|.      Hnw- 


Johnson  I  hnvo  not  traced  any  conn 
except  the  casual  ono  of  thin  puldicatioi 
Johnson's  '^Life  of  Savage,"  althoiiirh  i 
be  allowed  that  its  moral  is  the  revtTfi 
*'  llexpicerp  fittmj^lur  rit/t  / 
very  tiscful  !c3i*on  is  inciii 
of  warm  passions  frotu  a  ton  ji,-.-  hhjufui 
them  ;  and  the  various  incidents  are  nd 
80  clear  and  animated  a  manner,  ami  il 
ated  throughout  with  so  much  philosopi 
it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  narral 
the  English  lanpua^e.'  Sir  Joshua  Re 
told  me,  that  upon  his  return  from  It 
met  with  it  in  Devonshire,  knowit*^  not 
it«  Hutlior,  and  begnn  to  read  it  while 
standing  with  his  arm  leaning  against  ^ 
ney'piece.  It  seized  bis  attentiou  so  st 
that,  not  bein^  able  to  lay  down  tl 
he  had  finished  it,  when  he  attein[»t4 
be  found  his  arm  totally  benund>ed.^ 
pldity  with  which  this  work  was  coin^ 
a  wonderful  circmnstance.  Johnson  Ik 
heard  to  say  [Ai%'^  1  L  1773],  "  I  wroti 
eight  of  the  printed  octavo  page« 
of  Savage  at  a  sitting ;  but  then 
niffht."  _ 

lie  exhibits  the  jjenius  of  Sava^je  1i> 
advantaije,  in  the  S|>ec)mens  of  hiji  poetr 
he  has  selected,  some  of  which  are  oi' 
mon  merit.  We,  indeed,  o^^casionally  ti 
vi|»our  and  such  point,  [i^  tnijiht  lui 
pose  that  tlie  jirenerong  aid  of  «Tohn$ 
impartcfl  to  hLs  fricmL  ;Mt\  Thoi 
made  this  remark  to  me;  and^  in 
qnoled  from  the  poem  entitled  "^Thi 
A  line  in  which  the  fancied  superic 
"stamped  in  Nature's  mint  with 
oontrastetl  with  a  rejiular  lawful  dc 
some  jjreat  and  jincieJit  family  : 

"  No  tenth  transmitter  of  •  foolish 

But  the  fact  is,  that  tliis  poera  wi 
some  vcars  before  Johnson  and  8i 
actjuuintLMl,* 

It  is  remarkable^  that  in  this 
disquisition  there  apt^ears  a  very  sti 


MIm  Ctrter'f  **  Rsatifirii "  was  printnl  untlrrf 
Itodd.  in  thU  ciu«  ll»e  fAct  U  ii^rlitUt  ;  M  It  I 
the  U'tt^r  to  C'bvp,  AuKUiC,  174:),  tlwit  JohtmoniS 
tu  him  fven  t»r»iirr'  It  M.ti  \vr1ftr'n    — rndsrn. 

C«ve  wua  (lir  [\ 

if  a  carr  of  Ji  . 


SO  St 

1 

C01I|| 

on  Ik 
IT  rob 


tn.  \lktf  Kjipliapl'i    I.HiHru*  or   MuHI 

.(.  n  wnrk  -.f  »irt,«hlU'  l\u'  Mfip.nul  r-ul 

I'll  »jirrA4  *><■•'  i 

<:   unci  r)it«iii<i'  I 

t   rrndrr  ff<  i  .1 


l-ifr 

uitif*"  but  I  lijivo  nut  n*f»  )t,  Caviu  KHiu'Uuitt  rier- 
t\  \hr  nwmc  of  annthfr  prlnlpr  to  appear  on  IhetltU- 
I  yf  book*  of  which  he  wa*,  In  fact,  Ihf  ptjbHfh^r.  u 


pnrtinht)'.  111*  works  woiiiii  |>rob«bly  br  now  u 
thry  arc  uiircmd, — Croicek. 

^  '*  The  U:t4Urtl :  A  Poem.  InicrilMyi  with  al1< 
to  Mrt.  BrvU  rmtm  CouiUiri*  of  Mntxli'tflrltl. 
iSavHtft;,  «un  of  th«>  tate  Earl  Rlrprs.  Lorntni 
T.  Worrali.  tTSB."  fol.  6t»{  etUiiuo.  — P.  Cuni 
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lltnranl 


t  pkvers ;  a 

i  to  the  fol- 

.  JJ.C1  tei'tloQ   of  his 

tive  ihat  he  wa* 

wa»c>-.  which 

Itv      '  :  ^:iv.  tut-  .  Min  n'jcftion 

1  tly,  the  hrilluinl  sue- 

w>  III  lH>en  hitji  puftil,  wlto 

tt^  it  the  ssune  time  with 

I  •  u  "  prt>«perouB  ?lute  ihan 

11^   uid    wbt»e   lalepts    ha   undonhU'd\y 

loWi  oonijMreil  witii  his  own.     Hi?)  Wing 

by  hi*  pupil  ia  the  nice  of  jmnie- 

rL*n  as  of  rorliine,  probably  inodi; 

«ouii*  iti(li«rnulton,  as  thinking,   tliat 

might  l»e  <Tarriek's  merits  in  his  iirt, 

tfjii  '  ■ '1  with 

lijM;niodtjiuC(*i  labour 

tain.      ^  *  John- 

leia!  ih;  but 

Wf"^   •  -.   -   |»LCulirtr 

ifCiT  %  there  "Vvaii  for* 

wm9f  U^j  . -  -  the  licentious*  and 

^Witie  muiotfra  at  fdus**  vtigajiit'il  in  ih»t 
pntfanoQ.  Tt  H  biif  jujitiee  to  tuh),  that  in 
lar  iMTtJ  'innge  htis  iiiken  plticc, 

llbt  tli^i  room  for  such  uii  un- 

lit*  vlKMUf.Ul.iw  %.u^\  friend  Dr.  T*ylor,  told 

Into  of  JoliTisoirs  tri\ir«[>h* 

I,    D»viil    Garrirk.      WIilti 

r  '     '       ^  'iMle  time  at 

a.  lylorwetitto 

.lohn- 

_     i'lajors, 

: '-'«    ill    eiji  plittsis, 

I  iti  the  fourso  of 

,   iMiiti,  '*  The  players.   Sir, 

rmit.  with  tvhich  they  run 

•t  either  to  accent  or 


iUuml 


k    ami   fiilhird   werii 


1,  and  then 
*n  is.    Til  at 


l)ear 


ijlt  not 

lir;-     Both 

U<ah  niislm>k 

wbiiili  ftliuuld  Lm  u()on  hoi  and 


<•(*  1.1 
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fahe  witntis}  Johnson  put  them  right,  and 
enjoyed  hift  victory  with  great  glee. 

Uisj  "  Life  of  Saviij^e  "  waa  no  aooner  pub- 
lished, than  the  following  liberiLl  pruise  was 
givon  to  it,  in  **  Tlie  CbauipioD,"  a  periodictd 
paper : — 

"  This  pamphlet  is  without  flattery  to  its  author, 
OS  ju»t  and  well-written  a  piece  of  it'i  kind  *%  1 
ever  fiaw;  so  that  at  the  siame  time  that  it  highly 
deserves,  it  eertainly  stiind!i  very  Utile  in  need  of 
llitii  recotnmendatiun.  As  to  the  history  of  the 
ur»rort»mate  person,  whose  memoirs  eoinpose  iliis 
wurlc,  it  is  certainly  penned  n'ith  equal  accuracy 
and  spirit,  of  which  I  am  %o  much  the  h«?tter  jtiilgf, 
tt-s  I  know  many  of  the  facts  inentiooed  fo 
l>e  strictly  true,  and  very  fairly  related,  Be- 
sides it  iii  not  only  the  story  of  Mr  Savage,  btit 
innutnerahle  incidcnU  relating  to  other  perkons, 
and  other  atl'airs,  which  rcndcr<t  this  a  vt-'rj-  amu%;ing. 
und,  withal,  a  very  instructive  and  valuiible  {ler- 
formance.  The  author's  observations  are  short, 
sigtiiticant,  and  just,  Oii  hia  narnitive  is  remarkably 
smooth  and  well  disposed,  Hii  reflecuoru*  op4pr» 
l<i  all  the  rece«ie%  of  the  human  heart;  and.  in  a 
word,  a  more  just  or  pleasant,  a  more  engaging  or 
a  more  improving  treatise,  on  all  the  eicelleucie* 
and  defect*  of  human  natnre,  i*  scarce  to  he  found 
in  our  own,  or,  perhaps  atiy  other  Jangung:e, "  * 

Johnson's  partiality  for  Savage  made  him 
entertain  no  tUmbt  of  his  story,  however  extra- 
ordinnry  and  iraprobalde.  It  never  occurred 
to  him  to  qnestion  his  being  the  son  of  the 
Countess  of  Mat'ejetkliehl^,  of  whogc  unrelenl- 
injf  biirbarity  he  so  loudly  eomplained,  and  ihe 
particnlurA  of  whirh  are  related  in  so  strong 
and  ttfTecting  a  nmnner  in  Jiihnsou's  Life  of 
bira,  .Johnson  was  certsiinlv  well  warranted 
in  publifehinu;  his  narrative,  liowcver  ofieni<ivc 
it  mi^Mit  Ije  lo  tlic  huly  and  her  relations ;  be- 
cause her  alleired  unnatural  and  cruel  conduct 
to  her  son,  and  shameful  avowal  of  pniU,  were 
btuted  in  a  Life  of  Savage  now  lying  before 
nie,  which  came  out  so  early  ns  1727,  and  no 
attempt  had  been  made  t^  confute  it,  or  to 
punish  the  author  or  printer  aa  a  libeller  i  but 
ftir  the  honour  of  human  nature,  we  diould 
be  glad  lo  find  the  shocking  tale  not  trne;  an»| 
from  a  respectable  gentleman  *  connected  with 
the  bwiy's  family,  1  have  received  such  infomi* 
ation  and  remarks,  as,  joined  t^i  my  own  in- 
nuirie*,  will,  I  think,  rcmJer  it  at  leiiiit  tsomewhat 
(btnlitful,  especially  when  we  consider  tliut  it 
muat  have  ori^'inated  from  the  person  hluiHeU' 
who  went  by  the  lutiue  of  Richard  Savage. 


^n  r*ir 
^urd« 


WJU  nnt  wrlttrti 
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If  til e  maxim* /rt/jnnn  in  uno.fahmn  in  omni- 
iiur,  w«n!  to  be  ree-eived  without  qualilkntioii, 
the  cnitlit  of  Savage's  narrative,  as  coiivev«^cl 
to  us,  would  K*  ttnnjhilatod ;  for  it  eontaiua 
some  ussertions  which,  beyond  a  qucatioti*  are 

Dot  ti-tlf. 

1.  In  order  to  induce  a  b<»licf  that  the  Eurl 
Rivers  —  on  account  of  a  cnminal  connection 
with  whom,  Lady  Macclesfield  is  said  lu  have 
been  divorced  from  h*ir  husband,  by  act  of 
purhflment  [1697]  —  had  a  peculiar  anxiety 
alnmt  the  child  wliich  she  bore  (o  hira^  it  u 
alleged,  that  his  Lordship  gave  him  hi*  own 
aanie,  and  had  it  duly  recorded  in  the  refiigtcr 
of  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn.  I  have  carefully 
insjjotrted  that  register,  but  no  such  entry  is  to 
be  found,' 

2.  It  is  sLnted,  that  "Lady  Macclesfield, 
having  lived  for  si>ine  time  upon  very  uneasy 
ttTTUB  with  her  husband,  thought  a  public  con- 
fession of  adultery  the  mo5t  obvious  and  expe- 
(litiouti  method  of  obtaininj;  her  liberty  ;  *'  and 
Johnsion,  assumin";  this  to  be  true,  stitrinatises 
her  with  indi«rnalion,  as  "the  wretch  who  had, 
without  scruple,  proclaimed  herself  an  atiul- 
tress."*  But  I  have  perused  the  Journals  of 
both  hou^jcs  of  Parliament  at  the  period  of  her 
divorce,  and  there  find  it  aulbenticully  ascer- 
tained, that  so  fur  from  voluntarily  submitting 
to  the  ii2:nominioi»s  charge  of  adultery,  she 
iniide  a  strenuous  defence  by  her  Counsel ;  the 
hill  havingr  been  first  nu»ved  the  15th  of  Jn- 
nuury,  1697-8,  in  the  House  of  Lorrls,  and 
proceeded  on  (with  various  applications  for 
time  to  brin|jj  up  witnesses  at  a  distance,  &c*) 
ut  intervals,  till  the  3d  of  March,  when  it 
pasHed.  It  was  brought  to  the  Commons,  by  a 
message  from  the  Lords„  the  5th  of  March, 
proceeded  on  the  7th,  10th,  11th,  14th,  and 
15th,  on  which  day,  after  a  full  exanunation  of 
witnesses  on  both  sides,  and  hearing  of  Counsel, 


n\. 


1  Mr,  CttftH  rcsuoolng.  with  recpeet  to  th«  BUadan  of 


rHni«|y  anu.tl>- 

u-d  tu  tho  uii- 

■inj'  nn   whiLli 


Mi.tUil   *u    Hj'ucli    rrllrs,  that    -  ^  ''■-■ 

pMI*1,  not  the  tnn  of  Lord  River :•  ,r 

tU»  otr^prin^  of  »  sbofsTn^k- r,  r.  T 

hor  ri'»l  «(m'»  dcitlli.  w  I-  r 

trlrcuni»tiincB  of  Liuly  Ml  y 

vtiiidiiMl  Id  her  |r 
tnnn  ob«i*r*r(  to  ii 
rt^rtlliiK*  on    Lurl 

flttl.»tt«  ofthUklnl       :  .- -  -A       .    -L    .    :„   L.        ii. 

—  MltOHK. 

Frrnn  "  Tkf  Eatl  qf  MaeeU^U't  fatr/*  which,  in  1697-8, 
wa»  prravntiHj  to  thv  l.nni*,  In  "tulcr  lo  pr-miH'  :»n  Jict  uf 
dltfMrcr,  It  Hpi>ri|r<>  < 

«T1  rnt  f'rriirir,  r.f  .1 

lit     I- IX 

'  ton  of 

■  ;  that  thr  ctiiJd  ttai 
imry.  \a  Vox  Court ; 
Mr,  Uiirhrt.liJi-  t-i  N.« 


111.   L 


it  was  reported  without  funeud 
and  carried  to  the  Lords. 

That  Lady  Macclesfield  wai 
the  crime  of  which  she  was  accil 
denied ;  but  the  question  now  ii 
persfjn  calling  himself  Kichurd  S 
nan. 

It  has  been  said^,  that  when  E 
dying,  and  anxious  to  provide 
tural  children,  he  was  infori] 
Macclei^ficUl,  that  her  son  by  1 
Whether,  then,  shall  we  believe 
malignant  lie,  invented  by  a  mot 
her  own  child  from  receiving  tin 
father,  which  was  accordiugly  th 
if  the  person  whose  life  John* 
her  son ;  or  shnll  we  not  rathi 
the  person  who  then  assumed 
Richard  Savage  was  an  iuifKn 
reality  tlie  son  of  tlie  shix^maker 
wife's  care*  Lady  Maoclesfieli 
placed  ;  I  hat  after  the  death  of  til 
Suvajre,  he  at  tempt c<l  to  yiersoi 
that  the  fraud  beinsz  known  to  ] 
field,  he  was  therefore  repulscH 
just  resentment  ? 

There  is  a  strong  circumstance 
the  last  supposition;  thoufth  it  1 
tioned  as  ait  aff^jravution  of  Lud^V 
unnatural   conduct,   ond   that  'i 

fire  vented  him  from  obtaining  til 
egflcy  left  to  hiiu  by  Mrs.  LJoyd, ! 
For  if  there  wns  such  a  legatr 
beinn;  able  to  obtain  payment  ' 
imputed  to  his  consciousness  th 
the  real  person-  The  just  inli-re 
that  by  the  dejith  of  Lady  Mace 
before  its  p:o<lmothcr,  the  leg^y  I 
and  thuretbre  that  Johnson's  B 
was  an  impostor. 
If  he  had  a  title  to  the  legaeji 


CofntormiMe  to  tlilt  iutnn«nt  Ii  tham 

<^    Sl        .V11,.l^.<n-'l      ll.;|t.o.rrk      wl.l,   I.      l<      i.      ftf 


-M 


»un  of  Juhii  Sinnh  .uni  .Miixy,   in  tux  L'a 
Lano,  ba()tU«')  the  ISih,"— BtMMllt. 
Mr,  CuKt  and  Mr.  IIckw.  If*  vJ./.rf.  , 
A*«enion»  In  thn  tpxt  m 
*lble  to  ujr  which  uf  til - 
rclAtive  to  the  p.irislt  f. 

dnpa  cantJiJn  wh.-if  tho  1i  

the  maxim,  th<?r.  ;,i-r',    f  ;, ■.,-■, i.'i   ,•„   n;>--_  !.i 

were  to  be  >4pi:ilit  d  r  ;■  .•',,  ■■!,  ..'.  1 1|.  ,r  m' i 

ji't-tttl.      On  till' otlur  h^hd,    M       '     

only  to  pro>«  vtUu  ha»  been 
M*cclBftlc1d  hnd  a  rhild,  by   i 
n.iUK'  (>r  Milliard  ;  tiiit  Ic  due*  i  ■ 
'  i.incy,  and  that  S,ivi 

I,  flL<tuttiF<]  itk  n»i 
irnilt  thai  hti  did  ] 
lumo  till  l.f  wA*  iL-ventoon  fear*  o(  lurr,  tx 
•ny  ptrr%on  he  lived  wltli.  —  Lift  ij/  iir$.  t 


'    V 


' ' '  •     (tJ.     'Jliu    »b<»<-iujiiifr   under 

H  ,  A,  «i|h  4  vivw  tu  hi»  l>«;am|nu 
I' i:    i]-.,     huiband   of  h1«   nurM. 
Savitgc^  ~  J.  BoiwkLL,  Juo. 
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re  found  any  difficoltj  in  recovering  it ;  for 
d  the  executors  resisted  his  claim,  the  whole 
rts,  as  well  as  the  legacy,  must  have  been 
id  by  them,  if  he  had  l^n  the  child  to  whom 
was  given.* 

The  talents  of  Savage,  and  the  mingled  fire, 
kdeness,  pride,  meanness,  and  ferocity  of  his 
karacter%  concur  in  making  it  credible  that 
;  was  fit  to  plan  and  carry  on  an  ambitious 
id  darinjv  scneme  of  imposture,  similar  in- 
inces  of  which  have  not  been  wanting  in 
eher  spheres,  in  the  history  of  different  coun- 
ies,  and  have  had  a  considerable  degree  of 


Tet,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  companion  of 
>lmson  (who,  through  whatever  medium  he 
IS  conveyed  into  this  world,  be  it  ever  so 
nbtlul,  **  to  whom  related,  or  by  whom 
•got,"  was,  unquestionably,  a  man  of  no  com- 

00  endowments,)  we  must  allow  the  weight 
'  general  repute  as  to  his  status  or  parentage, 
ongfa  illicit;  and,  supposing  him  to  be  an 
ipostor,  it  seems  strange  that  Lord  Tyrconnel, 
e  nephew  of  Lady  Macclesfield,  should 
Ironise  him,  and  even  admit  him  as  a  guest 

his  family.'  Lastly,  it  must  ever  appear 
rv  suspicious,  that  three  different  accounts 
tlie  Life  of  Richard  Savage, — one  published 

"  The  Plain  Dealer,**  in  1724,  another  in 
27,  and  another  by  the  powerful  pen  of 
thnaon,  in  1744, — and  all  of  them  while 
idy  Maodesfield  was  alive ^  should,  notwith- 
inding  the  severe  attacks  upon  her,  have 
en  snfilered  to  pass  without  any  public  and 
Actual  contradiction.^ 

1  have  thus  endeavoured  to  sum  up  the 
idence  upon  the  case,  as  fairly  as  I  can ;  and 


'  Tbh  i<  drcisivp:  if  S.-iTng*?  was  what  he  reprpsentM 
■M^f  to  be,  nothing  could  hare  prcTented  his  rct-oveiing 

I  i^fM7 CaOKEB. 

»  igbDwi't  companion  appears  to  have  permiadpd  that 

iBtnd^  man.  that  he  re»eiiible(l  him  in  haring  a  noble 
;  for  JohnKMi.  after  painting  in  strong  colours  the 
arri  between  Lord  Tjrrconnfl  and  Sav.ijjf,  asserts  that 
tm  ipirit  of  Mr.  SaTa^e,  indeed,  never  mifTered  him  to 
ick  a  reooocilialion :  he  returned  reproach  for  reproarli, 
I  ImoIc  for  in*uit."  But  the  re»p<>ct4b1e  gentleman  to 
•■  I  hare  alluded,  has  in  his  possession  a  letter  from 
«■§>.  after  Lord  Tyrconnel  had  discarded  him,  nddrc*S(>d 
Ik*  Kcv.  Mr.  Gilbert,  his  Lordship's  chaplain,  in  which 
nfaaats  bim,  in  the  humblest  manner,  to  represent  his 
•  t»  Che  Vlsro«mt.  —  Boswbll. 

Tkaailnc  to  Savage*!  information,  Johnson  represents 
tWKkmppj  man's  being  received  as  a  companion  bjr  Lord 
■iaacL,  and  pensioned  bjr  his  Lordship,  as  posterior  to 
■ft^  ooaTictKHi  and  pardon.     Rut   1  am  assured,  that 

K'kad  received  the  voluntarv  bounty  of  I^ord  Tyrconnel, 
been  dismissed  by  him  long  before  the  murder  was 
IBMBmI.  aatd  that  his  Lordship  was  very  instrumental  in 
■■1m  Savage's  pardon,  by  his  intercession  with  the 
M^  ttrough  I..ady  Hertford.  If,  therefore,  he  had  been 
blaa  «f  preventing  the  publication  by  Savage,  he  would 
■  liA  kun  to  bis  fate.  Indeed,  I  must  observe,  that  aU 
mentions  that  Lord  Tyrrouners  f>atronage 
va«  **  upon  his  promise  to  Uy  aside  his  design  of 
the  cnielty  of  his  mother,"  the  great  biographer 
that  he  himself  has  mentioned,  that  .Savage's 
■r  iai  bern  told  t«-veral  years  before  in  "  The  Plain 
mtri"  from  which  he  quotes  this  strong  saying  of  the 
■■■>  8ir  Richard  Steele,  that  the  "inhumanity  of  his 
Sir  kad  ftiven  him  a  right  to  find  every  good  man  his 
IVr**  AC  the  »axoe  time  it  must  t>e  acknowledginl,  th^t 
%lfc<ili  sSilil  and  her  relations  might  still  wish  that 
f^tmrf  ifcottld  not  be  brought  into  more  conspicuous  notice 
il  pen  of  Sava;^.  —  B'Mwill. 

after  having  forfeited  the  title  of  Lady  Mac< 


the  result  seems  to  be,  that  the  world  must 
vibrate  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  what  was 
the  truth. 

This  digression,  I  trust,  will  not  be  censured, 
as  it  relates  to  a  matter  exceedingly  curious, 
and  very  intimately  connected  wiUi  Johnson, 
both  as  a  man  and  an  author. 

He  this  jear  wrote  the  "Preface  to  the 
Harleian  Miscellany."  *  The  selection  of  the 
pamphlets  of  which  it  was  composed  was  made 
by  Mr.  Oldvs,  a  man  of  eager  curiosity,  and 
indefatigable  diligence,  who  first  exerted  that 
spirit  of  incjuiry  mto  the  literature  of  the  old 
English  writers,  by  which  the  works  of  our 
great  dramatic  poet  have  of  late  been  so  sig- 
nally illustrated.^* 


CHAPTER  Vni 


1745—1749. 


"  Ohservatitms  on  Macbeth^**  and  **  Prnposab  for  a 
new  Edition  of  Shak»peare." — "  Proioffve^  on  the 
opening  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre." —  Protpectua  of 
the  Dictionary.  —  Progress  of  the  Work.  —  Ivy 
Lane  Qub.  ~  IStnbridge  Weils.  —  **  Life  of  lios- 
common.*' — "  Prfface  to  DodAeys  Preceptor.**  — 
"  rtsion  of  Theodore.**—**  The  Vanity  of  Human 
Wishes:*  —  «*  Irene**  acted  at  Drury  Lane. 

In   1745,   he  published  a  pamphlet  entitled 
"  Miscellaneous  Observations  on  the  Tragedy 


clesfield  by  divorce,  was  married  to  Colnnel  Brett,  and,  it  is 
said,  was  well  known  In  all  the  polite  circles.  Colley  Cibb^r, 
I  am  infornoed.  had  so  high  an  opinion  of  her  taste  and  Judg- 
ment as  to  genteel  life  and  manners,  that  he  submitted  every 
scene  of  his  "  Careless  lluklwind  *'  to  Mrs  Brett's  revisal  and 
correction.  Colonel  Brett  was  reporteil  to  l)e  free  in  his 
gallantry  with  his  lady's  maid.  Mrs.  Brett  came  into  a  room 
one  day  in  her  own  "house,  and  found  the  Colonel  and  her 
maid  bofh  fast  asleep  In  two  chairs.  She  tied  a  white  hand- 
kerrhief  round  her  husband's  neck,  which  was  a  sufficient 
proof  that  she  had  discovered  his  intrigue  ;  but  jihe  never  at 
any  lime  took  notice  of  it  to  him.  This  incident,  as  I  am 
told,  g.tve  occasion  to  the  well-wrought  scene  of  Sir  Charles 
and  Lady  Easy,  and  Kdging —  Boswell. 

Lady  Macclesfield  died  I7^3.  aged  above  W.  Her  eldest 
daughter,  by  Col.  Brett,  was,  for  the  few  last  months  of  his 
life,  the  mistress  of  George  I.  (See  Walpole's  RtmmiS' 
cencfi.)  ller  roarringe  ten  years  after  her  royal  lover's 
death  is  thus  announced  In  the  Cent.  Mag.  1737  :— "  Srpt.  17. 
Sir  W.  Leman,  qf  Norlhail,  tiart.,  to  Mkn  Brett  qf  Bond 
Slrret,  an  heiress;"  imd  ag.iin  next  month —"  f)cr.  R.  Hir 
WtUiam  Leman,  of  NorlhaH,  Baronet,  to  Miss  Brett,  ha(f 
sister  to  Mr.  Stwafie,  tim  to  the  late  Karl  Rivers  ; "  for  the 
dUFerence  of  Hate  1  know  not  how  to  account ;  but  the  second 
insertion  was,  no  doubt,  made  by  Savage  to  countenance  his 
own  pretensions  —  Crokrr 

*  It  should,  however,  as  Boswell  himself  snggests,  t»e  re- 
colh-cted.  before  we  draw  any  conclusion  from  L'ady  Mac- 
clesfield's forbearance  to  prosecute  a  libeller,  that  however 
innocent  she  might  be  as  to  Savage,  she  was  undeniably  and 
inexcusably  giillty  in  other  respects,  and  would  have  been 
naturally  reluctant  to  drag  her  frailties  again  before  the 
public.  —  Crokkb. 

•  William  Oldys  was  bom  in  1G96.  In  1737  he  published 
"  The  British  Librari  m  ;  an  Absfiract  of  our  most  scarce, 
useful,  and  valuable  Books  ; "  and.  In  173*,  a  \.\(«  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh.  He  also  contributed  several  articles  to  the 
General  Dictionary,  and  the  Blographia  Britannlca.  Ha 
died  in  17C1.  —  Wright. 
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of  Macbeth,  witli  Remarks  on  Sir  T.  II/3  CSir 
ThomMt  Hanraer's)  Edition  of  Shakspcare.*'  *  * 
To  which  hu  atlixcd,  Froposak  for  a  new 
edition  of  that  i>oet. 

As  we  do  not  trace  any  thing  else  published 
by  him  durinj?  tlio  course  of  thi»  year,  we  may 
eciiijii'ftiirt^  that  he  was  occupied  entirely  with 
that  work.  But  the  little  enenuranjenient  which 
was  given  by  the  public  to  his  ationyinous 
pni[Misjtl;$  for  the  execution  of  a  task  which 
Warburton  was  known  to  have  undertaken, 
probably  damped  hiet  ardour.  His  piinitihieti 
however^  wiw  hi;i;hly  esteeracd,  and  waa  tortu- 
nato  enough  to  obtain  the  approbation  even  of 
the  supercilious  Warburton  hiniR'If,  who,  in 
the  Pretace  to  his  Shaki^pearc,  published  two 
years  afterwards,  thus  raentione<rit :  "'As  to 
all  those  thinijs  which  have  been  publi!?hed  under 
the  titles  of  Exmyft^  Remarks^  OhscrfiUiom, 
&e.  on  Shakspeare,  if  you  except  some  Critical 
Notes  on  Miiebeth,  {fivcn  as  a  specimen  of  a 
prqjci'Mnl  edition,  and  wriften,  as  appears,  by  a 
mrin  of  parts  and  genius^  the  re5t  are  abso- 
lately  below  a  serious  notice.** 

Of  this  flattering  distinction  shown  to  him 
by  Warburton,  a  very  grateful  remembrance 
was  ever  entertaiDcd  by  Johnson,  who  said, 
"  Me  pralsefi  me  at  a  time  when  praise  was  of 
value  to  me*** 

In  1746,  it  is  probable  that  he  was  still  em> 

f»loyed  upon  his  Shakspcarc,  which  perhaps  he 
aid  aside  for  a  time,  upon  account  of  the  high 
expectations  which  were  tbrnied  of  Warbur- 
tou's  edition  of  that  great  poet.  It  is  8oniewh:tt 
curious*  that  his  bteniry  career  appears  to  have 
been  almost  totally  suspended  in  the  years 
174o  and  174G,  those  years  which  were  marked 
by  a  eivil  war  in  Great  Britain,  when  a  ra.sh 
fttt^impt  was  made  to  restore  the  House  of 
Stuart,  to  the  throne-  Thitt  he  had  a  teniler- 
neas  for  that  unfortunate  House,  is  well  known  ; 
and  some  may  fancifully  imagine,  that  a  sym- 


*  sir  Thoma*  Tlanm^r  ira*  Iwrn  In  Wfi.  Tic  wm  Sp<>jik^r 
Drth<>  Itnute  of  Cotnmoiifi  (n  Quot^n  Anne'<  lajr  pHrllami'iit. 
Ati'l  dirat  M  •>'  '■•  \'\''^.  \\\t  Shn.kifK>iire,  iu  t\%  vuluinfi 
qiLVto.  w  s  17-14.  —  WniuilT, 

'  Irtifm  %p«indenro,  rhofffU  «  letter  froin  nil- 

tHTtWilii  Niiv.  3.  Il'ld,  conCJiininfS  Chi)  pas»n|2(>: 

—  "  Whrii  )'iu  .Lf  Mr  Jolnnon,  pray  pive  my  compttnii'nU. 
■nd  X*\\  him  I  ent**-!!)  htm  «a  h  Krmt  f{n>hii  —auitt'  Ingt,  both 
t0  hitntflf  Antt  the  iritrf.i."     l"f  nr>  nJifrh  t!ir  Kifitnr  ohaprvr?. 

nothing .  Tkrri- 
ktm  u-itk  the  ht'T 

Jit  Lmd  tAf  Hi.":  ,  ,  ,^  ,y   tnr  I  ,r- 

Umtfr  mtght  am  "     ti,  L\  *.  AR, 

U  wonhl  t»e.  I  f  ixelievp  that  hf» 

htprarj  p..«.r.  U..HV   rriTti.  It-  ■   " 

b»aui»  I 

h»tl  inrti  1. 
for  h1«   r 

how-w.-i ,    ,      I,  . 

Otl.i.  r  >..-i  ',  .i'l      ,.    (    .    , 
Mr.   .  ■    II  -■    '  ■.;       ■    .'     I 

U\,' 

hf 

In 

iJc. 

ratTon  fmm  hi>  ' 
aiully,  a  It  al  I 


[it  tJii- ubic-ucc   thou  'jf  a!ij' 
jfwt  a*  altogpihcr  fanciful  Iht 

)i,it  hf  m.ir Tinvr  horn  ^llTi^rli-d 


pathetic  anxiety  impeded  the  exertion 
niteUectaal  power»^:  but  I  am  inclu 
think,  that  he  was,  during  this  time,  aki 
the  outlines  of  his  great  philological  woi 

None  of  his  letters  during  those  ye 
extant,,  bo  far  as  1  can  discover.  This  i* 
to  be  regretted.  It  might  afford  some 
taininent  to  see  how  he  then  expressed  1 
to  his  private  friends  concerning  stalk 
Dr.  AdamH  informs  me,  that  "  at  tMH 
favourite  object  wineh  he  had  in  contoll 
was  *  The  Life  of  Alfred ;'  in  which*  (ri 
warmth  with  whieh  he  CTwke  about 
wouhl^  T  believe*  had  he  neon  muriter 
own  will,  have  engaged  himself^  rather  | 
anv  other  subiect."  ^ 

In  1747,  it  Ki  supposed  that  the  Gi<J 
MagjLzine  for  May  was  enriched  by  at 
five  short  poetical  pieces  distinguished  h 
asteriskf.     The  tirst  is  a  tran<!ation,  or 
a  paraphrase,    of    a   Latin   Epitaph 
Thomas  Hannicr.    W^hether  tht-  !'(>-. 
or  not^   I  have  never  hcjird,  ti 
think  it  probably  was,  if  it  be  " 
wrote  the  English ;  :is  to  which  my  onl 
of  doubt  is,  that  his   slighting   chftrn 
Hanmcr  as  an  editor,  in  his  "  Observa* 
Macbeth,"  is  very  different  from  ihM 
EpiUph.  It  may  be  saiil,  that  there 
contrariety  b-etween  the  character  ii 
servations,   and   that   in   his  own 
Shakspeare;  but  a  considerable  tii 
between   the   one  publication  and 
whereas,   the  Observations  and   th< 
came   close   together.     The  others 

Miss ■,  on  her  giving  the  AutI 

and  silk  net-work  Purse  of  her  own 
"  Stella  In  Mourning  ;"  '^  The  W^intc 
"  An  0(Je  ; "  and^  "  To  Lvf (?t  an  eldeii 
I  am  not  positive  that  afl  these  wer 
ductions^;  but  as  "  IIjc  Winter's  " 
never  Ijccn  controverted  to  be  hia^ 


dliappcarancfl  froni  the  Grntlcman"*  Uairaiin 
Hantf,  p.  49.  n.   I.>  U  ftacHv  cifttethpar^intat 

arrpaof  Col.  i:«ll,  ihc  Pr.  t.  ..i.  ►  .. ,t    .1,4 

affltation  into  uhlch  the  r<'<  h 

liU'*»;ijr<*  to  P.irliami'nt  amx 
rrapiH-^irf  ill  1747,  whtrit  tli>'  >  1 

(jm-nre*  wprr  oTcr,      IhaTnailrn  ti 

IK'rirul    dAtc^t    what  1  may  call  hi-  Ij 

-^Li>?Ct'i   ;      UTlii    I    rilf-O   faintly  •Ui|X'l-V  ■  1  .r»j 

'It  of  tb^  handj  nf  Fr.incli" 
i     compiling  ihe  Dieltnni 
cU    S««  port.  DocJTm  1 
■  ■-III   MTit;.,    i.^<,  iiiid  the  Dotec  about 
Ai>p*»^udlx.  — CuoKKa,  ifttG, 
5  In  Ihtf  '•UniTtfMal  Visiter."  to  which  Ja 


biuRc  ill  Lli'.-iu  wtreprubiilil', 
mhojt  it  b*'Iirfed,  was  aftl 

on  .1  I'lir-c  «(~r,-.|n>FTtfd  at! 


i'Vidi»noe,  i*- 

1  ju  Johiu'x 
"  irtfrti"  hand 

f  not  b^loit  J 
I  lid  Sumtrurr.  Ml 
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the  sunie  innrk->  it  is  reftsonriLle  to 
kal  iIm'v  an.'  nil  wriUen  hy  the  i»»iue 
'    '      m  wliicli  we  find  a 
I  ic  of  UuQ,  being   a 

tJnhappy,  whom  to  beds  of  psin 
.irtMrititk  tynnny  consigns; 

fitllowtiig  note,  "Tlie  author  ht-inj* 

mt :  "  but  trohtiacin  wa*  not  uttackcul 

^  till  a  vei*y  lute  poriod  of 

1%  howevt^rt  Ih?  si  jWH_»ti(.'al 

not  a  fioet  8up{>i>!*o  hiiiiiielf 

welJ  u*  Bupfjojic  liiijjsii'ir  to 

i  we  have  innumerable  in- 

n  bi^n  admirably  riiliculed 

**  Life  of  Cowley?"      I 

to  believe  that    h« 

up  of  ctmceits  as  ap- 

Lyi.e,  in  which  he  I'iaims 

Hinge  a;6  good  a  right  !o 

UJitr  1    To   hrarfn^y    iw    nymplis  whom 

liare  flattertsl;  he  thi-reft>re  jroni- 

ber  the  attributes  of  the  sky, 

«s  thia :  — 

ht  w\{h  tinrhiftf  tlics, 
(h  piiriplfs  oVr; 
tikr  ninnble  Hrihtnintf  plit;%, 
rtlh  tkundtf  ro«r." 

A  ipi!ry  advoneed  age,  he  eoubl  con- 
If*  frttb'   in  it/tmh]/'pam!ttf  rliynii%  to 
iml  biT  ilnujjhter,  he  may 
years,  composed  3Uob  a 

rkmblo.  that  in  tbia  first  editirm  nf 

"  "    *  '    '         Mtic  h 

uartU 


9g  8»ellii  to  *'8aatch  him  i' 

•  And  fh^Jd  me  from  the  tlh  of  life.** 
itftm  in  tbe  fint  edition  it  i» 
*•  And  kid*  mv  from  Ute  «>jrAf  of  life/ 


pra 


•^Z 


A  horror  at  life  in  general  is  more  consonant 
wii  h  J<  ihn8on*s  habit  ujd  glcwmy  cast  of  thought.^ 
1  have  heiird  bini  repeat  with  great  enerjry 
the  following  verses,  whieb  apfieared  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magwzine  for  April  this  year ; 
but  1  have  no  authority  to  aay  they  were  hia 
own.  Indeed,  one  of  the  berit  critics  of  our 
anre  su^f^eats  to  nie^  that  *•"  the  worrl  indijfrrentli/ 
beinrj;  u;-ed  in  the  sense  of  iPiUunti  mna'rtt,  and 
being^  also  vtry  unpoeticol^  renders  it  im« 
pi-obable  that  they  slioiild  have  been  his  com- 
position." * 

OM   to* a   l-OVATS   xxtcvTtoy. 
•*  Pitied  by  pmtl*  minds  Kilmarnock  died  ; 
Till?  brnvti  1*  .,  were  on  thy  hhIqx 

HAHcrirrr.  ■  hh  cnmes  of  youth, 

Stf,»dy  in  \<''.....:  ..-        1  mistook  fur  Iruih, 
rtchcld  hiit  tleMtb  .so  decmitly  unmoved, 
'V\iv  mft  lAinenteil,  »n*i  the  bruvK  Approved. 
But  Lovat's  Cue  indiHl'ruully  we  view. 
True  lo  no  kintj^  to  no  rtligiftn  tniC: 
No  /^uV  fttrgvt*  the  ruin  he  has  done; 
Nc>  (hiitt  lnmcnt&  the  tyrant  of  hii  mm  ; 
No  7Wv  pities,  thinkiitg  what  he  »«; 
No  moy  compassion*.  yiT  ht  Itft  the  tauae  ; 
The  hrave  regret  not,  for  he  wts  not  brave ; 
Tlie  hunttt  mourn  not,  knowing  him  a  knave  !"• 

This  year  hia  ohl  pupil  and  friend,  David 
Garric:k,  having  beeome  joint  patentc^c  and 
nmnager  of  Drur^  Lane  theatre,  Johnson 
homutred  hia  opening  of  it  with  a  Proloi^ne*, 
wbi(.'h«  for  just  and  tuanly  dramatic  crlticisui 
on  the  whole  range  of  tne  English  stage,  aa 
well  ajj  for  poetical  excelleme,  ia  unrivalled. 
Like  the  celebrated  Epilogue  to  the  "  Dis- 
trtjssed  Mother,"  *  it  was,  during  the  season, 
often  called  for  by  the  audience.  The  most 
strikinp;  und  brilliant  paj^sages  of  it  have  been 
so  o(\en  repeated,  and  are  so  well  recollected 
by  all  the  lovers  of  the  drania  and  of  l»oetry, 
that  it  would  be  auperfluous  to  point  them 
out,  In  the  Gentlenian^'s  Ma;srB7iine  for  De- 
cember this  year,  he  inaerted  an  "  Ode  on 
Winter,**  which  is,  I  think,  an  admirable  spe* 
cimen  of  hig  genius  for  lyric  |)oetry,^ 

But  the  year  1747  is  distinguished  aa  the 


.  It  to  hjire  l»*f»n_  h»> 


»V  w«r4ft  —  <  f.-n.n  I  iv 

mm'*  h^liuAl  UoTTOt  wvt  n«e  ol  Itfift  but  of  dtatk,     Ui 


■  •'ft  »|r.il)i  III  niH>  fpUrf>/'     111*  lH>lii««r«] 

.V    l.u    .  ».iann..[i„    Aiul    rj|]l«>d    OVJt, 
■•  '  LI.. 

I.  fur  hit 
Thffv 


pmm^  wmr   Att^an 


IK.'IK   ,    fi.f    U.    u..*,        Il.Mn  .-cJ   \r..it,.-i    -.dm...!  .t  lr,.t,*l..li..i,  .if  rh*.  Im,.\  •    ,M|.-irO- 
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epoch  wbcn  Johnson^s  ardnons  and  important 
work,  his  "  Dictioh ast  or  thb  English 
LANGnAOJs/"  iras  announced  to  the  world,  by 
the  publication  of  its  Plan  or  Prospectus. 

Iiow  loiig  this  immense  undertaking  had 
been  the  object  of  his  contemplation,  I  do 
not  know.  I  once  asked  him  by  what  means 
he  had  attained  to  that  astonishing  knowledge 
of  our  language,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
realise  a  design  of  such  extent  and  accumu- 
lated difficulty.  He  told  me,  that  "  it  was 
not  the  effect  of  particular  study  ;  but  that  it 
had  grown  up  in  his  mind  insensibly."  I  have 
been  informed  by  Mr.  James  Dodsley,  that 
several  years  before  this  T)eriod,  when  Johnson 
was  one  day  sitting  in  nis  brother  Robert's 
shop,  he  heard  his  brother  suggest  to  him,  that 
a  Dictionary  of  the  English  Language  would 
be  a  work  that  w<mld  be  well  received  by  the 
public ;  that  Johnson  seemed  at  first  to  catch 
at  the  proposition,  but,  afler  a  pause,  said,  in 
his  abrupt  decisive  manner,  "  I  believe  I  shall 
not  undertake  it."  That  he,  however,  had 
bestowed  much  thought  upon  the  subject,  be- 
fore he  published  his  "Plan,"  is  evident  from 
the  enlarged,  clear,  and  accurate  views  which 
it  exhibits;  and  we  find  him  mentioning  in 
Aat  tract,  that  many  of  the  writers  whose 
testimonies  were  to  be  produced  as  authorities, 
were  selected  by  Pope ;  which  proves  that  he 
had  been  furnished,  probably  by  Mr.  Robert 
Dodjtley,  with  whatever  hints  that  eminent 
poet  had  contributed  towards  a  great  literary 
project,  that  had  been  the  subject  of  important 
consideration  in  a  former  reign. 

The  booksellers  who  contracted  with  John- 
son, single  and  unaided,  for  the  execution  of  a 
work,  which  in  other  countries  has  not  been 
effected  but  by  the  co-operating  exertions  of 
many,  were  Mr.  Robert  Uodsley,  Mr.  Charles 
Hitch,  Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  the  two  Messieuis 
Longman,  and  the  two  Messieurs  Knapton. 
The  price  stipulated  was  fifleen  hundred  and 
'seventy- five  pounds. 

The  "  Plan  "  was  addressed  to  Philip  Dor- 
mer, Earl  of  Chesterfield,  then  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Princripal  Secretaries  of  State  ;  a 
nobleman  who  was  very  ambitious  of  literary 
distinction,  and  who,  upon  being  informed  of 
the  design,  had  expressed  hunself  in  terms 
very  favourable  to  its  success.  There  is,  per- 
haps, in  every  thing  of  any  consequence,  a 
secret  history  which  it  would  be  amusing  to 
know,  could  we  have  it  authentically  commu- 
nicated. Johnson  told  me  (Sept.  22.  1777, 
going  from  Ashboum  to  Islam), "  Sir,  the  way 
in  which  the  plan  of  ray  Dictionary  came  to  be 
inscribed  to  Lord  Chesterfield,  was  this  :  1  had 


tt  pag 

own  hand,  that  this  account  of  the  aflkir  vas  inaccurate  ;  but 
If  it  were  correct,  would  it  not  invalidate  Johnson's  subse- 
quent complaint  of  Lord  Chesterfield's  inattention  and 
insratitude?  for,  eren  if  his  lordship  had  neglected  that 
which  had  been  dedicated  to  him  onlv  br  laslness  and  ac- 
cident, he  could  not  justlj  be  charged  with  ingratitude  ;  a 
dedicator  who  means  no  compliment,  has  no  reason  to  com- 


neglected  to  write  it  Inr  the  time  sppo 
Dodslcnr  suggested  a  desire  to  have  i 
dressed  to  Lord  Chesterfield.  I  laid  he 
this  as  a  pretext  for  delay,  that  it  nu| 
better  done,  and  let  Dodsley  have  his  < 
I  said  to  my  friend,  Dr.  Bathunt, '  K 
any  good  comes  of  my  addresring  to 
Chesterfield,  it  will  be  ascribed  to  deep  ) 
when,  in  fact,  it  was  only  a  casual  exci 
laziness.'"* 

It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  " 
has  not  only  the  substantial  merit  of  co 
hension,  perspicuity,  and  precision,  bn 
the  language  of  it  is  unexceptionaUy 
lent ;  it  being  altogether  free  firom  thial 
tion  of  style,  and  those  uncommon  but  a 
energetic  words,  which,  in  some  of  his  wi 
have  been  censured,  with  more  petulanc 
justice ;  and  never  was  there  a  more  di, 
strain  of  compliment  than  that  in  wh 
courts  the  attention  of  one  who,  he  ha 
persuaded  to  believe,  would  be  a  re^ 
patron. 

**  With  regard  to  questions  of  purity  < 
priety,"  says  be,  **  I  was  once  in  doubt  wl 
should  not  attribute  to  mjsdf  too  much  in  a 
ing  to  decide  them,  and  whether  my  provi 
to  extend  beyond  the  propoution  of  the  q 
and  the  display  of  the  suffrages  on  eadi  » 
I  have  been  since  determined  by  your  Ic 
opinion,  to  interpose  my  own  judgment,  ai 
therefore  endeavoiur  to  support  what  appeal 
most  consonant  to  grammar  and  reason.  A 
tbou^t  that  modesty  forbade  him  to  plcM 
Uty  for  a  task  to  which  Canar  had  jnd| 
equal : 

*  Cut  me  po»se  negem,  po$$e  qwtd  3le  jmi 

And  I  may  hope,  my  lord,  that  since  yov 
authority  in  our  language  is  so  generally 
ledged,  have  commissioned  me  to  declare 
opinion,  I  shall  be  considered  as  exercisii^ 
of  vicarioiu  jurisdiction;  and  that  th« 
which  might  have  been  denied  to  my  ow 
will  be  readily  allowed  me  as  the  delegati 
lordship." 

This  passage  proves,  that  Johnson's  i 
ing  his  "  Plan  "  to  Lord  Chesterfield 
merely  in  consequence  of  the  result  of 
by  means  of  Dodsley,  that  the  earl  i 
th^design;  but  that  there  had  beei 
tioUar  communication  with  his  lords 
ceming  it.     Dr.  Taylor  told  me,  that 
sent  his  **  Plan  "  to  him  in  manuscripl 
perusal ;  and  that  when  it  was  lying 
table,   Mr.  William  Whitehead  *  hap| 
pay  him  a  visit,  and  being  shown  it,  wi 
pleased  with  such  parts  of  it  as  he  hac 
read,  and  begged  to  take  it  home  v 


plain  ir  he  be  not  rewarded :  but  more  of  this  I 

CaoKKK. 

s  William  Whitehead  (see  mui,  p.  3.).  borr 
bridge  in  1715,  was  the  fashionable  poet  of  i 
forgot  Horace's  anathema  against  mediocrity.  H 
Gibber  as  poet  laureate  in  1757,  and  died  April  14 
must  not  be  confounded  with  Paul  Whitehew 
poet,  and  a  much  lets  estimable  man. — Cbokbb. 
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whbh  he  was  allowed  to  do ;  that  from  him  it 
fot  into  the  hands  of  a  noble  lord,  who  carried 
It  to  Lord  Chesterfield.  •  When  Taylor  ob- 
Mrred  this  might  be  an  advantage,  Johnson 
replied,  "  No,  sir,  it  would  have  come  out 
with  more  bloom  if  it  had  not  been  seen  before 
bj  anybodj." 

The  opmion  conceived  of  it  by  another 
noble  author,  appears  from  the  following  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Orrery  *  to 
Dr.  Birch: 

•*  Caledon.  Dec.  30.  1747. 
"  I  hare  just   now  seen  the  specimen  of  Mr. 
Johnson's  I^ctionary,  addressed  to  Lord  Chester- 
feld.     I  am  much  pleased  with  the  plan,  and  I 
think  the  specimen  is  one  of  the  best  that  I  have 
,  ner  read.     Most  specimens  disgust,  rather  than 
I  prejudice  us  in  favour  of  the  work  to  follow ;  but 
I  the  language  of  Mr.  Johnson's  is  ^ood,  and  the 
ariTDtnents  are  properly  and  modestly  expressed. 
However,  some  expressions  may  be  cavilled  at,  but 
they  are  trifles.       I'll   mention  one:    the   barren 
bureL   The  laurel  is  not  barren,  in  any  sense  what- 
erer;  it  bears  fruits  and   flowers.     Sed  ha  sunt 
«9<r.  and  I  have  great  expectations  from  the  per- 
formance.'*' 

That  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  arduous 
nature  of  the  undertaking,  he  acknowledges ; 
and  shows  himself  perfectly  sensible  of  it  in 
the  conclusion  of  his  "  Plan  ;  "  but  he  had  a 
noble  consciousness  of  his  own  abilities,  which 
enabled  him  to  go  on  with  undaunted  spirit. 

Dr.  Adams  found  him  one  day  busy  at  his 
Dictionary,  when  the  following  dialogue  en- 
sued :  —  **  Adams.  This  is  a  great  work,  sir. 
How  are  you  to  get  all  the  etymologies  ? 
JoHxsoN.  Why,  sir,  here  is  a  shelf  with 
Janiiiii,  and  Skinner,  and  others ;  and  there  is 
a\Vi-l<h  iTfntleman  who  lias  pul)li>he(l  a  col- 
lection (»t'Wel.«sh  j)roverbs,  who  will  help  nie 
with  the  Welsh.  Adams.  But,  sir,  how  fan 
yon  do  this  in  three  years  ?  Johnson.  Sir,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  1  can  do  it  in  three  years. 
Adam?.      But    the  French  Acadomv,    which 


'  ThM  al*o  mii-t  he  in.iccurale,  for  the  plan  conlainR 
Bwacr'-u»  ,Lllu<ii<ini  and  reft-n'nfvs  to  Lord  Chestt^rtield's 
o^-:ir-j<i« ;  and  thert-  ii  ih«!  evitleijcc  lioth  of  Lord  ChcKterfii'ld 
ad  Jt>hn*  n.  that  I)t>il»l<'y  wa<  th(»  piT*on  who  comnmni- 
catr-lvith  hi»  lordthip  on  thf  subj»Ht.  —  C.  1H31.  But  I  have 
pu^iiiT**  fii-.iriicn  oil  thi«  point.  Mr.  Andrrdon  pir  liased 
at  Mr  J.-tme*  BcHwell's  >al(*  many  of  his  father's  MS8.,  one 
"Cmsjih  he  cominnnir^tt'^l  to  me.  after  my  first  edition,  and 
which  i<  very  riiriou<s.  and  ind'^d  imporunt  to  the  question 
hrt«>^n  I.ord  Ciie^torfield  and  John«on.  It  is  .i  draft  of  tiic 
prutficrtui  of  the  Dirtiinary  carefully  written  by  an  amanii- 
90it\%,  hilt  i!irTn*ii  in  jfT'-at  lorni  l»y  Johnson's  own  hand.  It 
wu  riijfiitly  tluit  which  was  laid  before  Lord  Chesterfield. 
SooK  utffiil  remarks  are  mado  in  hid  lordship's  hand,  and 
mm»  i;i  another.  John;on  adopted  all  tliese  tuggestions. 
Abmki^  l'i»tn  in  to  be  found  the  opinion  (see  po.sf,  27/A 
MmnJL  177.!,  !h;it  irreat  should  tic  pronounced  grate,  given  in 
aeooptctcf  i:..«e, — 

••  A«  if  niiifortuno  made  the  throne  her  jeat, 
Ar^  i.one  could  be  unhappy  but  the  great." 

"  Cudomttrdlff,''  remarked  I.^nl  Chesterfield,  "  a  bad  rhyme, 
ttf'J&mad  in  a  f;-fod  pttft.*'  This  MS.  now  lM.iongs  to  Mr. 
LnU  Portvk.  —  CloKF.R.  1846. 

*  Jobn  Bojln,  bom  in  17(/7  ;  educa»e<l  firi«t  under  the  private 
MUoo  of  Fmton  th«  poet,  and  afkerwarda  at  Westniin.<iter 
Aehaol  and  Chrittcburrh  College,  Oxford;  succeeded  his 
A«er  aa  fifth  Karl  of  Orrery  in  1737  ;  D.C.L.  of  Oxford  in 
IfO;  F.R.S.  in  17-V) ;  and.  on  the  de/ith  of  his  cousin,  in 
im.  IfUi  F.arl  of  Cork.  He  publikhed  several  works,  but 
iht  odIj  original  one  of  aoy  note  is  hit  "  Life  of  Swift," 


consists  of  forty  members,  took  forty  years  to 
compile  their  Dictionary.  Johnson.  Sir,  thus 
it  is.  This  is  the  proportion.  Let  me  see; 
forty  times  forty  is  sixteen  hundred.  As  three 
to  sixteen  hundred,  so  is  the  proportion  of  an 
Englishman  to  a  Frenchman."  With  so  much 
ease  and  pleasantry  could  he  talk  of  that  pro- 
digious labour  w^ich  he  had  undertaken  to 
execute. 

The  public  has  had,  from  another  pen^,  a 
long  detail  of  what  had  been  done  in  this 
country  by  prior  Lexicographers ;  and  no 
doubt  Johnson  was  wise  to  avail  himself  of 
them,  so  far  as  they  went :  but  the  learned  yet 
judicious  research  of  etymology,  the  various 
yet  accurate  display  of  definition,  and  the 
rich  collection  of  authorities,  were  reserved  for 
the  superior  mind  of  our  gveat  philologist  For 
the  mechanical  part  he  employed,  as  he  told 
me,  six  amanuenses ;  and  let  it  be  remembered 
by  the  natives  of  North-Britain,  to  whom  he 
is  supposed  to  have  been  so  hostile,  that  five  of 
them  were  of  that  country.  There  were  two 
Messieurs  Macbean ;  Mr.  shiels,  who,  we  shall 
hereafter  see  [April  10.  1776],  partly  wrote* 
the  Lives  of  the  Poets  to  which  the  name  of 
Gibber  is  affixed ;  Mr.  [Francis]  Stewart  ^  son 
of  Mr.  George  Stewart,  bookseller  at  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  a  Mr.  Maitland.  The  sixth  of 
these  humble  assistants  was  Mr.  Peyton,  who, 
I  believe,  taught  French,  and  published  some 
elementary  tracts. 

To  all  these  painful  labourers,  Johnson 
showed  a  never-ceasing  kindness,  so  far  as 
they  stood  in  need  of  it.  The  elder  Mr.  Mac- 
bean  had  afterwards  the  honour  of  being 
Librarian  to  Archibald  Duke  of  Argyle,  for 
many  years,  but  was  left  without  a  shilling. 
Johnson  wrote  for  him  a  Preface  to  "  A  Sys- 
tem of  Ancient  Geography ; "  and,  by  the 
favour  of  Lord  Thurlow,  got  him  admitted  a 
poor  brother  of  the  Charter-house.  For  Shiels, 
who  died  of  a  consumption,  he  had  much  ten- 


written  uith  great  professions  of  fricndMiip,  but,  in  fart,  with 
considerable  teTerity  towards  thu  dean.  Lord  Orrery '• 
influence  may  have  tended  to  increafc  Johnson's  dislike  of 
Swift.  Lord  Orrery's  estate  Wiu  much  eocumbered,  and  his 
pecuniary  circumstances  much  eml)arrasse<l.  "  If  he  had 
been  rich,"  said  Johnson,  [post,  'I2d  Sept.,  1773)  "he  would 
have  been  a  very  liberal  patron."  —  Crokbr. 

3  Birch  M.SS.     Brit  Mus.  A3*a.  —  Boswbll. 

*  .See  Sir  John  Il.iwkins'a  Life  of  Johnson.— Bc^wbll. 
Sir  John's  Li<t  of  former  English  Dictionaries  it,  however, 
by  no  me  ms  complete.  —  Malone. 

i  Mr.  Buswell's  statement,  that  Shiois  only  partly  wrote 
what  are  calle<l  "  Cibbfr's  Liven  i\f  the  Pin'ts, '  seeois  in- 
consistent with  the  KoU-mn  assertion  of  Johuion  himself, 
in  tlw!  I.  ffi'  of  Hammond :  — 

"  I  lake  this  opportunity  to  testify,  that  the  Imok  called 
Cihhfr's  I.ifi't  of  the  Poets  was  not  written,  nor,  I  lielieve, 
ever  seen  by  either  of  the  Cibbers,  but  vm  the  work  of 
Robert  .Shi<U,  a  native  of  Scotland,  a  man  of  a  very  acute 
understanding,  though  with  little  scholaxtir  education,  who, 
not  long  after  the  publication  of  his  work,  died  in  London  of 
a  consumption.  liis  life  was  virtuous  and  his  end  was  pious. 
TheophlluR  Cibhor,  then  a  prisoner  for  debt,  imparted,  .-u  I 
was  told,  his  name  for  ten  guineas.  The  manuscript  of  .Shiels 
is  now  In  mv  possession."  Johnson,  we  see,  says  the  whole 
teork  trtu  Shuis's,  to  the  exclusion  of  himself  as  well  as 
Cibbcr.  St'o  more  oti  this  subject,  pott,  lOth  April,  1776, 
where  it  will  Im  shown  that  Johnson's  assertion  is  much  too 
broad.  —  Crokkr. 

"  See  the  note  on  Francis  Stuart  in  the  Appendix 

Choker. 
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derncss ;  and  it  has  been  thonght  that  some 
choice  sentences  in  the  Lives  of  the  Poets  were 
supplied  by  him.  Peyton,  when  reduced  to 
penury,  had  frequent  aid  from  the  bounty  of 
Johnson ;  who  at  last  was  at  the  expense  of 
burying  him  and  his  wife. 

While  the  Dictionary  was  going  forward, 
Johnson  lived  part  of  the  time  in  Ilolbom, 
part  in  Gough  bquare,  Fleet  Street ;  and  he 
nad  an  upper  room  fitted  up  like  a  counting- 
house  for  tne  purpose,  in  which  he  gave  to  the 
copyists  their  several  tasks.  The  words  partly 
taken  from  other  dictionaries,  and  partly  sup- 

Slied  by  himself,  having  been  first  written 
own  with  spaces  left  between  them,  he  de- 
livered in  writing  their  etymologies,  definitions, 
and  various  significations.*  The  authorities 
were  copied  from  the  books  themselves,  in 
which  he  had  marked  the  passages  with  a 
black-lead  pencil  *,  the  traces  of  which  could 
easily  be  effaced.  I  have  seen  several  of  them, 
in  which  that  trouble  had  not  been  taken ;  so 
that  they  were  just  as  when  used  by  the  copy- 
ists. It  is  remarkable,  that  he  was  so  attentive 
in  the  choice  of  the  passages  in  which  words 
were  authorised,^  that  one  may  read  page  after 
page  of  his  Dictionary  with  improvement  and 
pleasure ;  and  it  should  not  pass  unobserved, 
that  he  has  quoted  no  author  whose  writings 
had  a  tendency  to  hurt  sound  religion  and 
morality. 


'  Bos«rir«  account  of  the  manner  In  which  Johnson  com- 
piled his  Dictionary  it  confuted  niid  Mrroneout.  He  Itr Ran 
111*  task  (a«  he  himself  exprestiy  described  to  me),  by  dcTotmg 
hi*  first  care  to  a  ditipent  perusal  of  ail  (ucli  P.n(cli»h  writers 
81  were  most  correct  in  their  language,  and  under  every  sen* 
tence  which  ho  meant  to  quote  he  drew  a  line,  and  noted  in 
the  margin  the  first  letter  of  the  word  under  which  it  was  to 
occur.  He  then  delivered  these  hooks  to  his«clerl(s.  who 
transcribed  each  sentence  on  a  separate  slip  of  paper,  and 
arranged  the  same  under  the  word  referred  to.  By  these 
means  he  collected  the  several  words  and  their  different  sig- 
nifications ;  and  when  the  whole  arrangement  was  alphabe- 
tically formed,  he  gave  the  definitions  of  their  meanings,  and 
collected  their  etvmologies  from  Skinner,  Junius,  and  other 
writers  on  the  sufatJect.  —  Pbrcy. 

>  Johnson's  copy  of  Hudibras,  1726,  with  the  passages  thus 
marked  on  every  page,  is  now  in  Mr.  Upcott's  collection.  It 
has  Johnson's  signature,  dated  Aug.  1747 Wright. 

>  For  the  sake  of  relaxation  from  his  literary  labours,  and 
probably  also  for  Mm.  Johnson's  health,  he  this  summer 
visited  Tunbridge  Wells,  then  a  place  of  much  greater  resort 
than  It  Is  at  present  Here  he  met  Mr.  Clbbcr.  Mr.  Garrick, 
Mr.  Samuel  Richardson.  Mr.  Whiston,  Mr.  Onslow  (the 
Speaker),  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Lyttleton,  and  several  other  distin- 
guished persons.  In  a  print,  representing  some  of  "  the  re- 
markable characters  "  who  were  at  Tunbridge  Wells  in  I74H 
(see  Richardson's  Correspondence),  Dr.  Johnson  stands 
the  first  figure. —  Malons.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  also  repre- 
sented, as  are  Garrick,  Cibber,  Speaker  Onslow,  Mr.  ritt 
(Lord  Chatham),  Mr.  afterwards  Lord  Lyttleton,  Miss 
Chudleigh,  and  several  other  celebrated  persons ;  and  in 
this  assemblage  neither  Johnson  nor  his  wife  exhibit  an 
appearance  of  inferiority  to  the  rest  of  the  company.— 
Crokbr. 

<  lie  was  afterwards,  for  several  years,  chairman  of  the 
Middlesex  Justice*,  and  ufton  occasion  of  pr«.>senting  an  ad- 
dntss  to  the  king,  arceptcd  the  u^iial  offer  of  knighthood.  He 
is  author  of  "A  llistory  of  Music,"  in  five  volumes  in  quarto. 
By  assiduous  attendance  upon  Johnson  in  his  last  illness,  he 
obtained  the  office  of  cme  of  his  executors  ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  the  boolisellers  of  London  employed  him  to  publish 
an  edition  of  Dr.  Johnson's  Works,  and  to  write  his  Lif& — 

BOSWELU 

>  Sir  John  H.iwkins  says  :— "  The  club  met  weekly  at  the 
King's  Head,  a  famous  l)eef..4(ake  liouse,  in  Ivy  Lane,  every 
Tuesday  evening.  Thither  Johnson  constantly  resorteti,  and, 
with  a  (lispnsition  to  please  and  be  pleased,  would  pass  thojc 
hours  in  a  free  and  unrestrained  interchange  of  sentiments, 
which  otherwise  had  been  spent  at  home  in  painful  refivction. 


The  necessary  expense  of  preparing  a 
of  such  magnitude  for  the  presf^  must 
been  a  considerable  deducti(fti  from  the 
stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the  copyrigh 
understand  that  nothing  was  allowed  b 
booksellers  on  that  account ;  and  I  remc 
his  telling  me,  that  a  large  portion  of  it 
ing,  by  mbtakc,  been  written  upon  both 
of  the  paper,  so  as  to  be  inconvenient  fc 
compositor,  it  cost  him  twenty  pounds  to 
it  transcribed  upon  one  side  only. 

He  is  now  to  be  considered  as  "  tugg 
his  oar,"  as  engaged  in  a  steady  cont 
course  of  occupation,  sufficient  to  empl 
his  time  for  some  years;  and  which  wf 
best  preventive  of  that  constitutional  e 
choly  which  was  ever  lurking  about  him, 
to  trouble  his  quiet.  But  his  enlarge 
lively  mind  could  not  be  satisfied  without 
diversity  of  employment,  and  the  pleas 
animated  relaxation.^  He  therefore  nc 
exerted  his  talents  in  occasional  compc 
very  different  from  Lexicography,  but  f 
a  club  in  Ivy  Lane,  Paternoster  Row, 
view  to  enjoy  literary  discussion,  and 
his  evening  hours.  The  members  ass( 
with  him  in  this  little  society  were  hia  b 
friend  Dr.  Richard  Bathurst,  Mr  H; 
worth,  afterwards  well  known  by  his  w: 
Mr.  John  Hawkins,  an  attorney  *,  and 
others  of  different  professions.' 


The  persons  who  composed  this  little  society  were— 
Dr.  Aalter,  father  of  the  late  Master  of  the  Charts 
Dr.  Hawkesworth ;  Mr.  Ryland,  a  merchant ;  I 
Pnyne.  then  a  bookseller  ;  Mr.  Samuel  Dyer,  a  Icnn 
man  intended  for  the  dissenting  ministry;  Dr 
M'Ghie.  a  Scots  physician ;  Dr.  Edmund  Barker, 
physician  ;  Dr.  Richard  Bathurst,  also  a  young  p 
and  myself —  At  these  meetings  I  had  opportunin 
serving,  not  only  that  in  conversation  Johnson  mad 
to  talk  his  best,  but  that  on  many  subjects  he  was  no 
in  his  opinions,  contending  as  often  for  victory  aa 
At  one  time  good,  at  another  e*il^  was  predomina 
moral  constitution  of  the  world.  Upon  one  oa 
would  deplore  the  non-observance  of  Good  Frida; 
another  deny  that  amonK  us  of  the  present  age  tbi 
decline  of  public  worfihip.  He  would  sometimes  i 
self-evident  propositions,  such  as,  that  the  luxu 
country  has  increased  with  iu  riches  ;  and  that  tli 
of  card.playitig  is  more  general  than  heretofore, 
versatility  of  temper  none,  however,  took  offence  : 
ander  and  Ctcsar  were  born  for  conquest,  so  was  Jc 
the  office  of  a  symposiarch,  to  preside  in  all  conv 
and  I  never  yet  saw  the  man  who  would  venture 

his  right Let  it  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that 

bers  of  this  our  club  met  together  with  the  tempei 
ators,  or  that  there  was  wanting  among  them  a  uis] 
yield  to  each  other  in  all  diversities  of  opinion :  at 
disputation  was  not,  as  in  many  associations  of  thii 
purpose  of  the  meeting;  nor  were  their  conversa 
those  of  the  Rota  club,  restrained  to  particular  ti 
the  contrary,  it  may  be  said,  that  with  the  gravest 
was  intermingled  "  mirth,  that  after  no  ri-pentln 
(Milton);  for  not  only  in  Johnson's  melancholy  I 
lurid  intervals,  but  ho  was  a  great  contributor  to 
of  conversation,  by  the  many  witty  sayings  he  ut 
the  manv  excellent  stories  which  his  memory  had 
up,  and  he  would  on  occasion  relate ;  »o  that  those 
mistaken  who  infer,  cither  from  the  general  tendc 
writings,  or  that  appearance  of  hebetude  which  i 
countenance  when  living,  and  is  discernible  in  tt 
and  prints  of  him,  that  he  could  only  reason  ai 
dictiite  and  controL  In  the  talent  of  humour  tfa 
ever  was  his  equal,  except. perhaps,  among  the  old ' 
such  as  Tnrteton,  and  a  tew  others  mentitmed 
By  means  of  this  he  was  enabled  to  give  to  any  n 
required  it.  the  graces  and  aids  of  expression,  an> 
minate.  with  the  nicest  exactness,  the  characte 
whom  it  concerned.  In  aping  this  faculty,  I  have 
burton  disconcerted,  and  when  be  would  fain 
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;iuinc  for  May  of 

ot"  K'tsonmiiK'n,"  • 

,    wlii*,U  he   ij,lterw;mli  iiiueh  im- 

iL'tifiii;*   lli«   notes   iiilo   tcxt^)  ami 

uiuriDgst   hb   Lives  of  the   EnglUli 

'    '  •        ■' ■     -     -    t  'r    ont    }m 

lie  iKHfks 

,M^  i,..M.b  tbjtt  hm 

uriil   to  lIiiH  lurri- 

!  niched  "The  Pre- 

«i;   ft   general    sketch   of  the 

iirl   Hiid    jHTupicviouB  rtvom- 

11    i>i    liwh    arri«  lo  4     as   dfto, 


T'VJnn    of  Thr'oflr-ir^'.  th> 


The 

Hermit,  found  in  Im 

•ry  of  human 

im;;;  tlje  nioun- 

ihi'  lii-huj)  of  Drouiore 

*>a  stkyt  that  be  thought  this 

'     rvtT  wrote.' 

he   pubiyjed   "  The 
,c,,^^,  beinv  the  Tt*nth 
^  "•     ifi,  I  lM'Ii«?ve» 

t  year.'     Alra.  Jolin- 

^  y  air,  hud  loilgings 

1!  resorted  ooc«»i«»n- 

•Uy,  fttiii  lin're  ihe  ^Tc'wleAt  part,  if  not  the 
vlbftJf^  of  thi?  InttLation  woa  written.  The 
isrntl  '  iih  wliich  it  was  produced,  h 

§BUtc\  I  have  heard  him  snj,  that 

W  cottifcM  lines  of  it  in  one  d.iv» 

without  |icir  >f  them  upon  piiper  ttll 

ihej  wer«  tinMiirn  I  reiuember  when  I  oncu 
wtfpmULtd  to  him  that  he  ha/i  not  given  us 
■tort  of  l'.--""!'-  K,,.ir..w  ),t»  iJiiid  lie  probiihly 
ihoiilil  \.mI  tht'm  all  in  his 

hmd  :  L,  ."J,  lliat  he  hud  the 

wifiamls  w  ndent  aliuMons  ikmtin^ 

it  b  nuiiid,  could,  when  he  ple;i;9ed, 

cOiU^j  and  r«iul«r  permanent  without  mueh 


d^t 


I  til  lirtnlit, 


labour.  Some  of  them,  however,  lie  observed, 
were  too  gros«  for  in^itntion. 

The  f>rotita  of  a  ^single  poem,  however  ex- 
cellent, Rpp«>;ir  to  have  lieen  very  wi>:ill  in  the 
last  reign,  couipnred  with  what  a  puhlication 
of  the  Bauie  mze  has  since  U.'en  known  to 
yield.  1  have  luenlioncd,  upon  John»t»n^B  own 
authority,  that  for  his  **  London  "  he  had  only 
ten  ttuiiieas;  and  now,  after  his  tiinie  wn»  es- 
taltltsheil,  he  (^ot  tor  liia  "Vunitv  of  Human 
Wishes"  but  five  guineas  more,  ixf  U  proved 
by  an  authentic  doeument  in  my  possession.* 

It  will  lie  obser^'erl,  thai  he  retiervete  to  hini- 
ifielf  the  ny,ht  of  printing  one  edition  of  this 
satire,  which  was  nis  pracrtire  upon  oecasion  of 
the  sfile  of  till  bin  writings;  it  being  his  fixed 
intention  t^>  publish  at  some  period,  for  lu8 
own  profit^  tt  complete  collection  of  his  worka. 

ills  **  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes  **  has  \em  of 
common  life,  but  m»tre  of  a  philosophic  di;;- 
nity,  than  his  ''  London."  More  readers, 
tlierefore^  will  be  delighted  with  the  pointed 
spirit  of "  Lon«lion/' than  with  the  nrodmn*! 
reflection  of  "  The  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes."' 
Garriek,  for  instance,  observed,  in  bis  spritrht* 
ly  manner,  with  more  vivueity  than  regard  tn 
just  di^riminalion,  as  is  usual  with  wits, 
"  WTiea  Johnson  lived  much  with  the  Her* 
veys,  and  saw  a  good  deal  of  what  was  pa^^in5J; 
in  life,  he  wrote  bis  *  London,^  which  h  lively 
and  easy  :  when  he  became  more  retired  ho 
^ave  us  his  '  Vanity  of  Huniait  W^'shes,'  which 
IS  fis  hard  as  (ireck  :  had  he  gone  on  to  imitutr 
another  satire,  it  would  have  been  as  hard  «a 
Hebrew;  '*  <^ 

lint  *'  The  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes  *'  is,  in 
the  opinitm  of  the  best  judges,  113  high  on 
effort  of  ethic  poetry  s£  any  lan^age  can 
tthow.  '^le  instances  of  variety  of  dijtappiitnt- 
ment  are  chosen  so  judiciotzsly,  and  jjainted  so 


•  m«n  of  pl««i««tTt,  not  •  llUlf  wttofprttintwance.**     Wmf    m  wpM  ««i  thf  \nn^r  p^rt,  with  thr  ct rrt^tfoffl  of  mi 


hmnmf 


SJ'J^.t 


-Ckokkh. 


>t  of  poiopukitig  :    hit  At' 
i.r»  I'k^'KMx'd   IrU 


..n  ttH^lr-r.ir. 
I  m0^f*  ^  I'^fB  Um 
I  •%sttrm  id  Jum»<> 


t   nm, 

<.  Ill  Uto 


»plM  *tid  ittoda  ot  tiding  Uvttn  tub* 


IjntA  l|t>f««ij,  wliu  WAS  M  Utourito  tliptni*  vi  mUtm  with  ihw 
ojjpoKtkitt  TfvriUTt  <fi  lUc  day,—  Cvoiktll. 
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ptTfingly,  tliaf^  tlie  nioraenl  they  ari?  reail,  they 
brin;;  convirik»u  to  ever V  Thinkjn<;  mind.  Thiit 
of  the  *<JjolAr  '  must  have  tlcpre^ed  the  tr»o 
saniTuiue  expectations  of  many  an  ambitious 
student.*  That  of  the  Wiirrior,  Charlc*  of 
Sweden,  ig,  I  think,  as  hig^hly  finished  a  pic- 
ture a*  can  pof5ji1»ly  be  conceived. 

Wine  all  the  other  cxcelleiiciea  of  this  poena 
anmUilatetl,  it  must  ever  luive  our  {jntteful 
revercnee  from  its  noble  conclusion  ;  in  whii-h 
we  are  consoled  with  the  a&surftnee  that  happi- 
neftft  may  be  attained,  if  we  "  apply  our  hearts  *' 
to  piety  :  — 


••  W!         '        'i  ill  hope  and  fear  their  objects  find? 
81  ML-nse  cctrrijpt  the  •ttarrji.mt  mind? 

M.:  L  ...., man,  in  ignorance  H?<late, 

Ruli  diirklin;;  dovrn  ihc  torrent  of  bi»fiite? 
Shall  no  dislike  alarnrif  no  wifvlies  nse. 
No  cries  attempt  the  nicrey  of  the  skies? 
Inquirer.  cea«te  ;  petitioas  yet  mnnin, 
Wlilch   Heaven  may  hear,  nor  deem   Heligian 

vain. 
Still  rulso  for  good  the  supplieating  voice. 
But  leave  to  Heaven  the  measure  imd  the  choice, 
Safe  in  His  hand,  vrho5e  eye  discerns,  afar 
The  secret  ambush  of  a  specious  pm  jer ; 
Implore  Hi»  aid,  in  His  det'iMon^  fCit. 
Secure,  whate'ur  He  give^  He  givt-in  thu  hest ; 
Yet  when  the  sen^e  of  sacred  presence  fires, 
And  strong  {ievution  to  the  *;kies  aspires, 
Pour  forth  thy  fervours  for  a  hculthful  mind. 
Obedient  passions,  and  a  will  rcsign'd  ; 
For  love,  which  %corce  collective  man  can  fill  ; 
For  patience,  soTerei;;^n  o'er  transmuted  ill ; 
For  ftith,  which  panting  for  a  happier  M*at, 
Counts  death  kind  Nature's  aigmd  for  retre:it  t 


'   Whm    Pr.  .TuhTTrAn.  one  d:-v,  rf.iJ  hH   nTrn    fa^tre.    In 


i-j.iiij  ■ 

back.  1 

I.  Bt)'! 

dWy,       .'.- 

Pinttl.     Til 

Mount  OeU        ' 

k'lkriiccl  muci,  loiiucflji' iuti-pti'i.t.]jlur  lu  Gcoe.. 

mui  (kncrwMfdi  a  CtmimiuHmeT  <tf  Lrcftr,  o 

Ji)hi»i»ori  itiil  not  now  reckon  u  "oou  or  th''  ^   -       '       iL 

liuinan  Im<Iiiki."    See  tmtt,  n.  5.  n.  S.  —  Cnukkb. 

*  In  thi*  poem  ao«  of  the  ln>tiuic«t  mcnUuaol  of  luror- 
tciQ4tu  learned  men  U  h^diai:-' 

'*  Hear  Lydtat's  llfr,  and  G^hleo'i  cod." 

The  hlst'iry  of  Ljvllat  hHIng  little  known,  the  FoUowlniT  »c- 

['tAbl*"to  many  of  mj  rc.tdcn.    It 

Supp|«fn«nt  It*  tbe  Onilfman'* 

h  tome  paua^es  extracted  frntn 

...    ^..x    .;.kcrt«d,  aiKl  it  ihnuUI  hatre  tyeen 

>utiiM9qi»n)t  cdiUooix 

k-amuNd  dlvln«  and  iDAlhemiiticiiLrp.  FHI<iv  of 
i     Oxoi).  and  Itr'ft<>r  nf  ok.  rt..n.  ii.-.ir    lliiulinrv. 

rati, 


J 
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'.  of 
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These  goods  for  man  ihc  Uvm  nf  Ucov 
These  goods  He  grftul*,  who  grnntt  the 

^m  i 

With  ihc5C  ct^le^tial  wisdom  ealm*  the  mint 
And  tntkkeA  the  happioests  slii;  due»  Jiut 

GaiTick  being  now  vested  with 
power  by  beinjjj  manager  of  Dniry  Lani 
lie  kindly  and  genertjusly  niaile   iwc  of 
bring  out  Jtihnsons  trafie<ly,  whi»^h 
long  kept  back  for  want  of  encourj 
But  in  this  benevolent  purpose  hr  niol 
»mu!l  dilfienlty  from  the  temper  of  Joli 
which  could  not  brook  that  a  drama  wht 
had  formed  with  much  studv,  jiud  Usui 
oldige<:l  to  keep  more  than  tlie  nine  _ 
Horace,  should  be  revif^ed  and  alten 
pletisure  of  an  actor.     Yet  Garrirk  ktij 
that  without  some  alterations  it  wouI( 
fit  (or  the  stagre.     A  violent  dispute 
ensued  between  thejn,  Garrick  »pp1i« 
Kevercnd  Dr.  Taylor  to  interpose,    . 
was  at  first  \cry  obstinate.     *•  Sir," 
**  the  fellow  wants  me  to  make  Maha 
mild,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunitj 
ing  his  hands  and  kicking  his  heels,"* 
however,  at  last,  with  difficuby,  prcvi 
to  eomjdy  wtth  Garrick'a  wishes,  so  as 
of  some  changes;   but  still   there   w 
enough . 

Dr.  Adams  was  present  the  first  ni^ 
repreaentjition  of  Irkhk,  and  gave  ine 
lowinor  account :  —  "  iJefore  the  curt* 
up,  there  were  catcall?  whistling,  which 
Johnson's  friends.  The  Prologue,  wl 
written  by  himself  in  a  manly  strain, 
the  audience  \  and  the  play  went  off  t 


rvlanfl 


him  \n  thrr'f-  m.n,rV,t.  wttHout  bo  borrowed  tt, ; 
poitt  In  l». '  '  f.. 

fti  ICAf*  ;  mf«)  Uth«-  Into  Ireli 

IjUdH  (fr  r  terrfH  Oir  ofllrn   nf 

In  Trinity  . 

auartcr  :  ri 

Slurfh.  II  !  IV 

'1 


hint,  or 4.  more  {iroliably,  that  JtihnKxi'i  trii'mion  ^ 
FL-vlred   the  mcmorj   of  his  iojoum  In  thai 
Crukru. 

>  In  ihii  poera,  a  line  in  which  tbn  duigcf 
female  braiitv  It  mentioaed,  h.u  rer/  g«ac>r«IJj« 
lieiiti  itiiiundcrittMKl  ;— 

"  Y*t  Vane  coold  Idl  what  llh  from  beauty  t} 
At)d  S«dl«r  curt'd  the  form  that  plaiu'd  «  T 

The  larlv  mpn Honed  In  th©  flr»t  of  these  Teri«a. ' 
CCl^bmr^  l,iAy  Vane,  wbo««   Metnotr*    to*r» 


niiMi,    *!-  I 

pub 

n«'lla."  b-, 
173'i.— I! 


but  Ann  Vanf    "  "^  ■ 
.'fj.  and  dieil 
I'in.     Sotne  n. 

*  of  "The 

l»i>,  "  VamlU  In  tUt» 
post,  Aug.  17.  1773.  ic 

■i.iikr;Jt. 

vhI  by  Mr.  Bwrry. 

'jibly  at  thU  Ut 

Garrick  orlitflnall^ 

hid  vtelded  it  to  tfarry  feqj 

\iT.     It  WM  fknt  hetM  of 

:tr  the  Litl«  of  Maht^metom 


>m  uted  by  Dr.  Adam*  «■• 
k  tbeauflienca  waa  awM  bf 
ijignity  of  tha  following  " 
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tin  it  r 


bu;.  .. 


deeumtioo,  iKe  <  < 


Silk] 


M,  when  Mrs.  Prit- 

picvt?,  was  to  be 

1  wns  to  spenk  two 

'nl  her  neck.    l*hc 

rderV  '     She 

,  but  ill  vjiiii. 

.  ^J,^^  nir  (he  stftj/e 

al^crwarilg  strutjk 

to  be  put  to  ilcnlli 

V  now  \\i\s>  it.    The 

iM  d  luc,  wa.i  written 

."     1  know  not  hciw  hia 

graced  by  tho  pen  of  a 

in  the  poliiioftf  w«irUh-^ 

th^?  support  ot"  J^uc'h  jw?r- 

,  Cibbfr,  SLa. 

of  drejis  and 

I  I  rij(^  did  not  please 

.'s   reid    curriyd   it 

-,   hu  that,  the  author 

1  ufit ;  and  tVoni  a  rcooipt 

f1*<'  li  u»,U  of  Mr.  JumuH 

III,  Mr.  Robert 

jiounds  for  the 

iiuai  rcscr^'atioti  of  the  right 


luutfti  tousHiorvd  !i.^  a  j>ocra,  is  ontitled  to 
lbs  {inkt94*  of  *fip«Tior  ♦•x*v»ll<'T<«t\  Anul^sed 
into  piuitf*  i'  of  ni>ble 

iful  lan- 
,  in  tliut 
i  ftriiugs, 

.^  *....] I lA.'*     In- 

d  to  me,  that  John- 


iivd. 


rati, 


son  not  only  had  not  the  faculty  of  producing 
the  impressions  of  tru^'dy*  but  tlint  he  had  not 
th»*  BonsibiUty  to  perccivct  thi.'ui.  His  great 
friend  Mr,  Walmcsley's  prediction,  thnt  ho 
would  ''  turn  out  u  line  tmjzedy  writer,"  was, 
tJierefore^  ill*founde<h  .lohusoM  wsw  wi»^ 
onou;^h  to  be  convinced  thut  he  had  not  the 
talcnlri  necessary  to  write  succei?Hfiiliy  for  the 
stage,  nud  never  nvade  another  attempt  in  tl»iit 
spe^^iL'S  of  composition. 

When  aakea  bow  he  felt  upon  the  111  ffucecss 
of  his  trjijretly,  he  replied,  ''  Like  the  Monu- 
ment;" moftiiiug  that  he  continued  finn  and 
unmoved  ua  that  column."  And  let  it  be  re- 
membei'ed,  .is  an  atbnonition  to  the  gcnux  irri' 
tiihUe  of  dramatic  writers,  that  this  (ireat  man, 
instead  of  previously  coTn]>liuning  of  the  bud 
Ittste  of  the  town,  submitted  tn  its  decision 
wilfiont  a  murmur.  lie  had,  indeed,  upon  all 
occ:tsi«>ni,  a  grent  deference  for  the  general 
opiniim :  "  A  man,"  said  he,  "  who  writt/s  »  b«tok, 
thinks  himself  wiser  or  wittier  than  the  rest  of 
muukind  ;  be  sujuiosea  that  he  can  instruct  or 
amuse  them,  and  tne  nublic  to  whom  he  apjieala 
must,  ttiler  all,  be  the  judges  of  hia  preten- 
sions," 

On  occasion  of  thi*  play  Wing  lirought  upon 
the  BtiHie,  Johnson  hud  a  faney  that,  M  a  dru- 
niatii^  author,  bis  (h'css  ahonlJ  b«  more  gay 
than  what  he  ordinarily  wore :  he  iheretbre 
appeared  behind  the  scenes,  and  even  in  one 
of  the  side  boxes,  in  a  scarlet  waistcoat,  with 
I'ich  gold  lace,  nnd  a  gold-iuced  hat.  lie 
humorously  observed  to  Mr-  LiUigtoo,  '*  that 

ultli  if  at,  vctil]«  Lord  Cbctlcrfield 
to  ttaie.    (See  aiOi,  {i-  &T,  D.  \, 

,    .  :i  '!■  —  I'M'  k  I  i;. 
i    I  ..  .lai   .Sii  John   I  !'f 

rcf.)  ■  I  wiifc  lit   ''  "' 


,  cvrwH     bjr  * 


¥L,^t  ii«.  r.  J,  «.:.> 


morn  modf«ttlr.  tlial 


iftkismi 


il^ 


Mm 
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whfii  in  lliiit  dress  he  could  not  tresu  r>eople 
witli  Uie  sMii^  ca^e  a^  when  m  hh  usual  pinaii 
cUitho*."  Drejss,  indeed^  we  muyt  aUowr,  has 
mora  oifoct,  even  uytou  strong  luind.^,  than  one 
fthoidd  Knp{>o««t^,  without  having  had  the  expe- 
rionre  of  it.  His  neocssury  attendance  while 
his  plav  was  in  ruhearsul,  uud  (itirinji^  its  pcr- 
fonuance^  bmu^'ht  him  iicipiuinted  with  matiy 
of  iho  pfdbruiers  ot"  both  sexes,  which  pro- 
tluccd  u  more  luvourabk  oiiinion  of  tbt'ir  pro- 
fufsion,  than  he  hud  harghly  expressed  in  his 
Life  of  Saviicre.'  With  some  ol  thcin  he  krfst 
lip  nn  Acquumtancc  ttis  long  ns  he  and  they 
lived,  ai\d  was  ever  ready  tt>  sh«JW  them  ucts  of 
kindnesii.  lie,  ibr  a  considerable  time,  used 
to  freipient  the  Green- Romn^  and  aeemeti  to 
take  dtjlight  in  dissipating  his  ^loom„  by  mixing 
in  the  sprightly  chit-ehat  of  the  motley  circle 
then  to  be*  found  there.  ft[r,  David  Hume 
reUted  to  n»e  from  Mr.  Garriek,  that  Johnson 
(it  bust  denied  himseJf  this  nniuAement,  from 
eoiisiderations  of  rigid  virtue;  saying,  "  rU 
fonie  no  more  Iwihind  your  scenes,  David;  for 
the  silk  stoekiugs  ami  white  lMis*>ra,s  i\i  vour 
MArircsses  exoile  my  amoroua  propensities/ 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER/ 

"  Goff&iuar*,  July  12.  1749. 

••  DcAR  Miss —  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you 
for  yanr  letti-r.  vhich  I  wouUi  huvu  an«w-t>rccJ  hint 
|jost,  but  that  illness  preveatud  me.  I  ha\'e  bt-ea 
uftcn  out  of  order  of  late,  and  have  very  much 
neyleeted  ray  affairs.  You  have  acted  very  pTU- 
deiitly  with  repard  to  Levett's  alfair\  which  will,  I 
think,  not  at  all  embarrass  me,  for  you  may  prutnise 
him.  that  tbe  mortgage  ithaU  be  taken  up  at 
AJichaeltuas,  or,  at  least,  &ome  time  between  that 
aiul  (hristinasi ;  and  if  he  requires,  to  have  it  done 
KMUur,  I  vf'iW  endeavour  it  I  m»kc  no  doutil,  l>y 
thaii  time,  of  either  doing  it  myvelf,  or  persuadiji'g 
untie  of  my  friends  to  do  it  for  me. 

'^  I'lease  to  acquaint  him  with  it,  and  let  me 
know  if  he  be  sati%Hed.  When  he  once  called  on 
me.  his  name  was  mistaken,  and  therefore  I  did 
nut  wv  him  ;  but,  futditi!^  the  mi.tlnke,  wrote  to 
liim  tl»e  same  day.  hut  never  heard  more  of  him, 
thou'Th  I  L'litrejtted  hitn  lo  let  me  know  where  to 
wait  on  him.  Yon  frighted  nie,  you  Htdc  gip*y, 
with  yotir  black  wafer,  fur  I  had  forgot  you  were 
in  mourning,  and  wait  afraid  your  letter  had 
broui;ht  n»c  ill  newt  of  my  muther,  whow  death  %% 
one  of  the  few  ciihiiititiin  on  whieh  I  think  with 
terror.  I  lonu  to  know  how  she  dorn.  and  how 
you  all  do.  Your  poor  mamttm  is  come  home,  hut 
very  weak  :  yet  I  liope  she  will  grow  better,  else 
khe  (thall  go  into  the  country.    She  is  now  up  stairs, 


•  Thf*  np\tf\Tt  \.n  tiavr  hrrrt  lir  nn  meant  thr  r^ir.     Til* 


and  knows  not  of  my  writing, 
your  most  hoinble  servant, 
PmrMQH  MSS, 


servant,  Sjmu 

CHAPTER  K^ 
1750— 175  l^J 

r/if  Rambkrr  —  Hit  iVayr^H 
^  Obliffationi  to  Corrtupiindfntr} 
' —  SucctBi  of  the  Kamhler. — 
I'olumes.  —  '^  B^utit**'  of  the  Ik 
it  iff  ue  for  the  BtHfft  of  MiJli>H'4  O 
— "  Life  of  CAeyac/."— 
Mr$*  Arma  fflUiawt. 


irtlnSI 


In  1750  Johnson  cxnne  fn 
for  which  he  was  eminently  ousdifw 
teacher  of  moral  and  religious  W 
vehicle  wliich  he  t-hose  wa&  that  di 
psiper,  which  he  knew  ha<l  bi»enti 
occasions}  employed  with  great  ^ 
'J'aller,  Sp^ctfltor,  and  Gnurdinn, 
of  the  kind  published  in  Knghitl 
stooil  the  teiit  of  a  long  trial ;  nn( 
terval  h;id  now  elapsed  since  theil 
AS  umde  him  justly  think  that^  U 
readers,  this  foi-ni  of  instruction  w 
degree,  have  tbe  advantage  oJ'  ooi 
d«ys  before  the  first  of  his  E^sf 
there  started  another  cotnpetitor 
the  same  form,  under  the  title  of 
Revived,"  whirh,  I  believe^  was  ' 
die."  Johnson  was,  1  think,  nol 
in  the  choice  of  his  title,  —  "  Th 
which  certainly  is  not  suited  tfl 
^riiVii  and  moral  discourses;  wliicj 
have  lilerally,  but  ludicrously^  t 
//  Vaeahundo ;  and  whieh  lias  b«i 
turned  U3  the  denomination  of 
licentious  tale?,  "The  Rambler'^ 
He  gave  Sir  Jo(>hua  Reyiiohls  t 
account  of  its  getting  this  name: 
be  done,  sir,  will  be  done.  Wh 
begin  publisliing  that  piH»er,  I  l 
how  to  name  it.  1  sat  down  at  n^ 
bedside,  and  ies«dved  that  I  won 
sleep  till  I  had  fixetl  its  title.  , 
sceiued  the  be«t  that  nocurred,  ani 
With  what  devout  and  eonscte 
ments  this  paper  W!»s  undertaken, 
by  the  following  prayer,  which  1 
and  otfered  up  on  the  occu*iion  :  — 

*•  Almighty  Goi>,  the  giver  of  rII 


ITntwrt  Dfiilslry'i  with  thp  t.iti"  Mr.  5Tt>nr<»,  || 


*  S< «  anii,  |>.  I'^.  ti.  I. 

*  1  ti4ve  bciutl  Itt,  W^rtoo  oientUio,  that  he 


Ur, 


"  Our  GArrirk*k  a  lulad,  far  in  bim  <i 
Oil,  vihrgar,  tuj<r nr,  rinil  faltucM  m 

Al  U«t,  Ihr  romp.-iTiy  hir<  !,  witfe 

tliMUghl  I'l  Tlk£  Hut  III.  —  I' 


:j 
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ic  «hiu«  hdp  nil  labour  i»  im-fTcctuitl,  end 
luui  vlioMT  (rracv  mil  wmtutii  is  folly  :   }i;runt,   [ 
:    in   IhU  uiulertitking  thy  Holy 
.S  Withheld   frutn   me^  but  that  I 

.^  .-  ,  glyry.  »nd  the  uilvittiim  [both]  of 
«if«0if  iJid  otlicru  grant  thist^  O  Lord,  fur  the  suke 
m  tkj   Sod,  Ji&uk   Citmrr.      AroenJ'      (/>,  rtwrf 

The  fivfi  ptpcr  of  the  Rambler  was  published 
on  TdcwIa/  the  20th  of  March,  174y-oO  ;  aiid 
lu  itrOKir  w.i'v  .Ti;j*.lril  lo  continue  it,  without 
iAtflrr  and  Sntimlay,  till 

Sttliu-ii  rh,  1752,  on  which 

imy  U  cji>!«tU.  1  hi»  i-*  a  ^uong  confinnation  of 
tb^  If^ith  of  a  rt'iiuirk  of  hiji,  which  I  have  had 
©i-  quote  elsewhere  [Auff.  \6.  1773], 

ll  I  niuv  write  at  any  time,  if  he  will 

«K  r  rn  "    fo  it;"  for»  notwithstand- 

ing hh  iidolenee,  his  de|»ro«';ir)n 

IB  pptT  -lur  in   ciirr>in;x  on  his 

tl  the  stiitdl  rrtlLn  of  the 
1  1 1,,-  i^toros  of  his  mind 
I  i:  received  no  as- 
in  No,  10.,  by  Misa 
tl«»pone;  No.  30.,  by  Mrs. 
I  t;  Kg.  97.,  by  Mr.  Samuel 
Ricii«rd*au,  whom  he  describes  in  an  iiiti*o- 
imetarf  notf*.  «■<  *^  »n  anther  who  ha?»  enlarged 
lWkx>"  lire,  and  tflug^ht  the 

pavaki!  ntnand  of  vitiue  ;"' 

'   '  .    cimi  I  (lMJ.,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth 


•ntT 


I  4;*»*'rin 


IB 


-"-"'  hed  when  they  are 
■t"  Johnson  himself, 
^•,  wiiich  we  should 
1  with  all  the  slow 
.  were  written   in 
\vilhout  even  Inking 
hey  were  printed. 
\  in  this  way ;  thut, 
ttf^d  n  very  cIomc 
ii lilted  a  jjreat 
of  Bni  .  which,  by  n 

nr  pronj|iiitijM.'  ^t  imnM,  w.w  t'ver  rendy 
hich  lie  hmt  con^tjintly  necun- 


llib  calL  flail 


^lllfeli«rr>.    iUr   rrti   .Jit<-   r,i   itrn    but  Rambler.     Thii 
>*-  ■  (  »«r¥  lUlltf  l«iiinirtrtiir*». 

>  I  W  t«i«  I7tli.  COW  Sry/r. 


If  15t^ 


tomcd  himself  to  clothe  in  the  most  apt  und 
energetie  ejcf)re3,*ion.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolda 
oiK'e  aisked  hitn,  by  what  means  he  had  attained 
bis  extraordinary  accuracy  and  tlow  of  l«n- 
^ii«:e.  He  ttdil  him,  that  he  had  ejvrly  laJtl  rt 
down  R»  a  fixed  rule  to  do  his  best  on  every 
occasion,  and  in  every  company :  to  impart 
whatever  he  knew  in  the  most  forcible  bmguajfe 
be  could  put  it  in  ;  and  that  by  constant  prat;- 
tice,  and  never  snJlerin^  any  carelejss  ejcpreiSMon 
to  escape  him,  or  attempting  to  debver  hia 
thoughts  without  arrangiriff  them  in  the  clearest 
manner,  it  became  habitual  to  him.* 

Yet,  he  was  not  altogether  unprcpareil  as  a 
periodical  writer ;  for  I  have  iji  mv  possess-ioii 
a  ^m:dl  duodecimo  volume,  in  which  he  has 
written,  in  the  form  of  Mr.  Locke's  Common- 
Vlu't*  Ijook,  A  variety  of  hints  for  esaaya  on 
dttforent  subjects,  lie  has  marked  upon  the 
first  blank  lenf  of  i%  ''To  the  128lh  pajze,  cuN 
lections  ktr  the  RAMnijiti;"  ftrwi  in  unotliu'r 
phice^  "  In  fifty-two  there  were  seventeen  pro- 
vided ;  in  97—21  ;  in  190—25."  At  a  i^ubse- 
quent  period  (probably  nfler  the  work  was 
uni^hed)  he  added,  *^  In  all,  token  of  provided 
materials,  30."* 

Sir  John  Hawkins,  who  is  unlucky  unon  all 
occasions,  tells  us,  th,it  "  this  method  ot  lu'cu- 
mulating  intelligence  had  beeti  practised  by 
Mr,  AddUon,  and  m  hum^trously  deuenln?d  in 
one  of  the  Spectators  [No.  46.],  wherein  he 
feigns  to  liavc  dropped  his  patier  of  notamla, 
consisting  of  a  diverting  inetOey  i>l'  bioken 
sentences  and  loose  hint^,  which  he  tells  us  he 
had  collected,  and  meant  to  make  use  of. 
Much  of  the  same  kind  is  Johnson's  Adver- 
saria/'^ But  the  truth  is,  that  there  if  no  re* 
semblance  at  all  between  them.  Addison's 
note  was  a  fi^ctlon,  in  which  unconnected  fra*^- 
inciitB  of  hia  lucubrations  were  purpo?t.'ly  jum- 
bleil  tfjgcfher,  in  as  odd  a  manner  as  he  could, 
in  order  to  produce  a  laughable  effect :  whereas, 
Johnson's  abbreviations  are  all  distinct,  and 
applicaltle  to  each  subject  of  whicJi  the  head  is 
mentioned. 


lt>B  boi|f  iriUttMi  frt  c^fry  U  lo  the  trreti,  »hd  niiitilxirli'it  bm* 


*  Thp  rule  wtilrl 

tfir    nijthnritT   nf  < 


Lu.   ,    ul.lLi. 
ni  iiiio  iMi)  .ill  lu«  W'ii.1  wf^n* 

)«>r    U    father  *  poor   o«i«r.  — 


nbirrirrd   U  INUCtlrJ'nt^l  tiy 


5tt  nstnhli>r«, 
.   r.iTiplrtfoit 
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For  bsUncc,  there  in  tlit:  fuUgwing  sped' 


**  Batter*  acfoujit  of  things  in  whicfi  he  liad 
chitngec!  Ub  miitd  na  he  ^tiw  up.  VotuTninuu;;. — - 
No  woniltfr.  —  ir  every  mail  was  to  tdl*  or  ntArk, 
on  hovr  many  ftubjects  he  hw  changed,  it  vould 
mitkc  voIk  but  the  changes  not  always  ob&erved  by 
iniin*9  »elf.  —  From  pleasure  to  bus.  [&iKsiiiet«]  to 
(]uii;t ;  from  thoughtfulncu  to  reflccU  to  piety  ; 
friiiti  dissipation  to  domestic,  by  iniperccpt.  gimdaL 
but  the  change  in  certain.  Dial  nan  progredu  pro- 
prtttt,  tsM  eontpicimuM.  Look  backt  consider  what 
was  thought  at  xoma  disl.  period. 

•*  Hope  prtrifim,  in  youth.  Mind  not  wiHimply  I'li- 
dulfffi  uufittti*intf  thimffht$.  The  world  lie«  all 
ef»amclled  before  him,  a*  a  distant  prospeet  sun- 
pit "  ; —  ineipialitie>  only  found  by  coming  to  it 
Luvt  it  to  be  all  joy  —  chUitrtn  tjcetlent —  Fame  to 
be  cousLant  —  caresses  of  the  great  —  applausea  of 
tfie  learned  —  Mnile»  of  Bciiuty. 

**  Fettr  offlitijruee —  UathfulneiM —  Finds  things 
of  leas  importance.  I^liscarria;;;o$  forgot  like  nn^vU 
lencies  ;  —  if  remembered,  of  no  import.  Danger 
of  sinking  into  neglij^ence  of  ri'putatioD ;  — lest  the 
fear  of  di»grace  di-*troy  activity. 

"  CoHji'icnec  in  himtvif.  Long  tract  of  Hfo  before 
him.  —  No  thought  of  ftiekncsi,  —  Emburraavmcnt 
of  ad'airs.  —  DiHtractton  of  family.  Public  cala- 
miticfi.  ^  No  i«enw  oi  the  prevalenee  of  bad  habits. 
Nt^ligent  of  time —  ready  lo  undertake  —  careleas 
to  pursue  ^ — all  changed  by  time* 

*•  CoHjident  of  olhert  —  unsu*ipccting  «9  unex> 
pcricnced  —  imagining  himself  SLH.*ure  against  neg- 
Icct,  nover  imagiite»  they  will  venture  to  treat  him 
ill.  Ready  lo  tru^t ;  expecting  lo  be  tnuted. 
Convinced  by  time  of  the  seltii^hn^'&s  the  mcanmi», 
the  cownrdiee,  the  treachery  of  men. 

••  Youtlx  ambitious,  a*  thinking  lionours  ensy  to 
be  had, 

••  Different  kinds  of  praise  pursued  at  different 
periods.  Of  the  gay  iu  youtli.  -^  dang,  hurl,  &c. 
despiKed. 

'*  Of  the  fiincy  in  manhood*  Ambit,  ~~  stooki 
—  bnrgaifts.  — Of  the  wise  and  »ober  in  o3d  age  — 
seriouaneAs  —  formality — m.a]ibn%  but  gener<il  — 
only  of  the  rich,  otherwise  age  i*  happy  —  but  at 
last  every  thing  referred  U>  richc^^no  huvifig 
fame,  honour,  influence,  without  subjection  to 
caprice. 

•'  Horace. 

*'  Hard  it  would  be  if  men  entered  life  with  the 
w»mc  vi«w*  with  which  ihey  leave  it,  or  left  a«  they 
enter  il«  —  No  hope  —  no  undertaking  —  no  regard 
to  benevolence  —  no  fejir  of  tlkgruce,  Ac. 

•»  Youth  to  l»e  taught  the  piety  of  age  —  age  to 
retuin  the  honour  of  youth." 

Tliis,  it  will  be  observed,  xik  the  skett^h  of 


<  T' 


•tudi 

i4  ... 


•itlfiiU  Imsfo  of  the  rncbnmliijj  dchmton  of 
h»a  not  twon  um4  iit  m\y  o[  Juhuaim*! 


Tucfain  cinkUum  nmntuin  luortnu 


Hilcftnl  frrnn  thi»  little  rol]ecttnn 

M     the  "  U.iJilr.rr.t.    of    tw,,  uf  ih.- 


Number  I9G.  of  the  Rambler.  I  d&all  | 
my  reodera  with  another  specimen :  — 

•*  OmfuUraeim  diffindt ;  why, 
"  Seldom  in  war  a  match  for  single  pen 
nor  in  pt-ace;  thiTefore  kings  make  then 
absolute.  Confederacies  in  learning  — ever^ 
work  the  wurk  of  one,  Brny,  SrhoUrs'  i 
ship  like  ladies'.  Scribebamus  Ac^  Mart.* 
applu  of  discord  —  the  laurel  of  di««ord 
poverty  of  criticism.  Swift's  opinion  of  the 
of  six  geniuses  united.  That  union  scarce  p« 
His  remarks  just;  — man  a  sociah  not 
tutu  re.  Drawn  to  man  by  words,  repcli 
passions.  Orb  drawn  by  attracUon,  rep.  [ft^ 
by  eenirifogal. 

**  Common  danger   unites    by    crushing 
passions — but    they   return.       Eijualiiy    b 
compliance.  '  Su|ieriority  produces  insoletK 
envy.     Too   much   regard  in  each  to  priva 
tert^t ;  —  too  little. 

"  The  mLschiefs  of  private  and  exclusive 

—  The  fitness  of  social  attraction  diffused  th 
the  whole.  The  mischiefs  of  too  paitial  h 
our  country.     Contraction  of  moral  dtitics. 

"  Kvcry  man  moves  upon  his  owti 
therefore  repels  others   ^um  too   near  ^ 
though  he  may  comply  with  some  generj 

•*  Of  coc*fedcraey  with  superiors  every 
the  inconvenience.  With  equals,  no  aui 
every  man  hi*  own  opinion  —  his  own  t 

•'  Man  and   wife  hardly  united  ;  — 
witliout   children.      Computation,   if 
against  two,  how  many  against  live? 
racics  were  ea«y —  useless;  — many  opp 

—  I  f  possible'only  to  some,  dangerous. 
omiVtfMia,** 

Here  we  see  the  embryo  of  Num' 
the  Adventurer ;  and  it  is  a  cotifirj 
what  I  shall  presently  have  occasion 
tion^  thttt  the  pnpers  in  that  coUec 
T.  were  written  by  Johnsoo. 

ThU  scanty  prepftrution  of  mal 
not^  howevar-,  much  dimiiiisb  otir  woii 
the  pxtraortliDary  lertility  of  his  mimi 
proportion  wliicu  tlioy  bear  to  the  aq 
essays  which  he  wrott^  i*  verv  smidl ; , 
remarkable,  that  those  for  which  be  ll 
no  prcparatltui,  are  as  rirh  ami  m 
finished,  as  those  for  which  the  hi 
lying  by  him.  It  is  alao  to  be  obserl 
the  papers  formed  fnim  his  hint«  arf 
up  witli  such  5tren;;th  and  elegwicci, 
rtltnost  lo»e  eight  of  the  hints,  whicfa^ 
like  '*<lr(>i>s  in  tlie  bucket."  Indeed, " 
instances,  he  boa  made  a  very  den 
thetu,  «;o  that  many  of  them 
unapplied.' 


«y*r«fmi."   Tie  ha*  sho  trsniertbad  tfi' 
on  n'ritftif  pt  hf-eadt  Iti  which  he  <-' 
PNi*n({i>»,  i;tii<   in  \mHii,  fntui  ntmj,\' 

/»l««r;  JkIikniiii    l,;iviii.'    ni    liU    nun 

)tB  U'XU  I. 
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r  r  was  entirely  the  work  of 

^1  v«*g,  of  caurae^  such  a  uni- 

lirc,  as  vtiry  much  to  exclude 

tv  :  and  the  grave  and  oRcn 

-•:  ',  which  distinguished  it 

•  ■'\v\  I  Miners,  inadt.'  it,  for 
*n  yliKcd-  So  slow  Ij  did 
',     '[<  which  twelve  editions 

:  .    :  upon  the 

I      ;    [. !-.'■,  ''■  ">Lr  num- 

•  •.    '  ;  i  tjLiii:  iic>i'--i  ijci?u  much 

\ ' ';     '.  uT  its  comiuencement, 

•f    r.    v,  hi  !  iT.     I    i   H  knowledged  its  un- 

.     \ri  Mfi  in  ita  praise  ap- 

j'lpcra;  and  the  editor  of 

-Wa^-ajsinc 'mentions,   in  Oc- 

L     WW  ij  received  several  letters  to 

:    r;   •  e  fn>ni   tht*  learned.     "The 

«Jxford  and  Cambridge  Monthly 

in  which  Mr,  Bonncl  Thornton 

.1  I'i  ■"■  ^>^ .  rr   t!ir   f,i-'n.'ip:il  writers^ 

■  -i  ".  ^ '!  ^  1 ;.:.:  I-  ■,'■!■  ■  -  :iny  thing 

isUtd  ia  tijU  kiugdom, 

•  cxceptetl,  —  if  indeed 

A"      Ajid   ftOcTwardfij 

ars   crown   his  merits, 

ti,  iiixh^r  tlt<'  nuspicious 

'a  man^ 

y,  wotdd 


bal  It  *ieti\ii  kj«»  bfm  brtt«r  to  have  left  bLanki 

*  rw   IImpHiim.  ivruiolr.  veiv  liUJe  uoMrr.i   .^t    flrjt. 

pOTt.  irit  mwouoowl  tli««Ti  to  lU'tit 

w  I  h«d  IbavrtI  any  oM  «\m  %pr  \)  ix-n 

ilM*  Sf'flrMk.  Ill  tiM  Mrttuua  of  }7^  <uo 

C«»   Km.  id.  AquIrM,  «fr.-  ,|  « 

pV^lrfMPV  of  avv  ImmiIuI  k:  of 

Mm*  I  Ml  Morfalk.  In  th«  irt 

Mflk  iWfnwr  cmont  panm  .....  ^i^td 

Mfeiifv  Man  ««r«k  dwokl  o(  ><>  umt  tbc 

r  %m  Um  RMwMtT  >»yt  nar-'  rtorvoder 


'  VolmnA  wroMi  In  tlili  warlu    Smjut  wai  the 
ritatf  •noftrtbuuir.  Mid  T.  Warion  « tcry  cooaMkrablc  one. 

*  ftmn  hi  1.  ow  amtiof  > r 

I    llfMHtpTMtfMr 

ia  teror 

■■■r  Ckii  nmr.: 
■e  flMinrr.  tkd' 

nar*  Ui  •  w^k,  U-»ui. 

•    kVb    MMUtMlftlUl    .1 

M  lam  «9rM  la  out  >< 
^  _  ^  iAi»i«  * 
fe^^  ttva  firtliBMt  to  fnmWtt  k 

"W^H  Um  MitlNir«l#  Do  Wter-' 
wmmt.  !*•  fiiuli—an.bdflop  1 

^  a  LLd  of  inrii.  i;riri ' 
.1 ,     ' 
t»' 
■I  4 
a  |«rliT  iiHt.  rlr.\ 

a  WM  OMt  a  t'- 


have  been  otte  of  the  greater  favourite?  of 
Augrnstus.'*  This  fhittcry  of  the  monaroh  hud 
no  efTect.  It  is  t»<»  well  known,  that  the  second 
George  never  was  an  Augustus  to  learning  or 
genius.-'' 

Johnson  t^^ld  me,  with  an  amiable  fondness, 
a  little  nlensing  circuuistanoe  relative  l-o  lht« 
work.  Mrs,  Johnson^  in  whose  judfnucnt  and 
tfl.«te  he  had  great  tonlideneei  naitl  to  him, 
after  a  few  numbers  of  the  Humbler  had  eoiin' 
outt  "  1  thought  very  well  of  you  before ;  but  I 
did  not  iniairtne  you  could  luive  written  any 
thing  equal  to  this/'  Di^t.ant  nrjiiae^  Irom 
whatever  Quarter,  is  not  so  delijjrhtful  as  that 
of  a  wife  whom  a  man  loves  and  esteems.  Her 
Hpprobntton  may  be  saitl  to  "  come  home  to  his 
bojttnn ; "  and,  being  sr>  near,  its  effect  is  most 
sensible  and  permanent. 

Mr.  James  Elphinaton  *,  who  biu  since  pub- 
lished various  works,  and  who  was  ever 
esteemed  by  Johnson  as  a  worthy  man,  hap- 
I)ened  to  be  in  Scotland  while  the  Rambler 
was  cominjf  out  in  sini^le  papers  at  London. 
With  a  laudable  zeal  at  onie  for  the  iniprove- 
ment  of  his  countrymen,  and  the  rejjutntion  of 
his  Iriend^  he  suggested  and  took  the  charge 
of  an  edition  of  those  Essays  at  Edinburgh, 
which  followed  progressively  the  London 
publication.* 

The  following  letter,  written  at  this  time, 


(buf)  vu«pl<4i>D4,  OTcrturned  Ibe  tchctne  of  Kcrecy.    (Atjout 
which  there  ii  alto  one  piper.) 

'*  I  half-  hrnl  !rtTtf'r<  of  .ifi|irntinrlrin  froni  Dr  Yuirrvp,  Vt. 
flarUtv, 

TOtl.  $r< 

BwirfUL 

Wnich  jnu  a.»ti^i):    uui,  liutw  i(ii«v«naiii,L' 

atloa.  whether  the  price  of  fvtmnwr,  « 
MtHBon  of  their  flrat  pubtkatlon.  hlDderi  U 
can  be  made  of  It  T»-  ^^-fh  r  ■ 
whliagi)  1»  obJIeied  l> 
and  to  1*.  for  ■e*er«i  < 
admirer,  and  verj  hn. 

The  two  Ranihtert  jilludt'U  tu  Art  \iTQhah\f  Knt.  N.  and  1.1. 
Richantiou  had  uiid,  in  hi*  totter  to  Cave,  **  1  n'tn«.inbcr  not 
any   tMng  In  thow  Sprciaton  that  [  reaU,  Jor  J  nevtr  Jovnti 

■  ■  r<-tfrf  thftm  all,  that  hair  »«  much  itnick  m**."    It 

>  urp  ■tranfe  that  men  of  l[titrar>-  Ii4biu,  Ukc  lUchjir*!-. 

I  Lave,  ahoutd  have  read  th<"  SfhMtatnr  »o  )mprrf*ctlj', 

.    ttranRer,  with  regard  t". 

>.  the  IUmti)fr(No.  STT.)  i 
icMed  admtrvr  oftlke  SpiK-i 


t'  your  cji(l4*«wour» ; 
hip,  pXMl  Str.  jtiiir 


7' 
for  III!   tnuy 

I':*  rhrtraclttr 


■h.,n.'«    ri,.),.|n.t.,u    wa»    h.4i.     ,., 

'i   ptiv»U>   liii 

' 

thri* 

<al  at 

He 

.    Lit  IHifM     lUi  W(.r 
1    ahiurdlty-     He  It 
.,  "It   li   truly  .tn 

r.iiK'.»im    mill)    III     H.uii 
tto  dout>t.   of   Ittii    ttraii. 
(p  «7.),  that  'of  A  mod-  ' 
-  Ji»hn(ci>n  tilil   chc*r^  ntv          < 

tndi 

1   Ti.  or 
tl.itf 

but  a 

maduoM,  1  tliLtkk,  and  too  biacU  iit.Mki 

Eft. 

1)  rir'^UCn!   in    lllr   J>rl!itiri|k'-M'l!^r-«'  nf  S 

ur  (wily.  * 

ill    of 

r 

— 

;._.„,_  = 

m 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON, 


tbou<*;!i  not  dated  ,  wiU  ahow  bow  uiueb  pleased 
Julms4^)Ti  was  with  thb  pubUcfttion^  and  what 
kinilne^ki  and  regard  be  bod  for  Mn  Elphin- 

fitOQ. 

TO  Mft  JAMES  ELPUINSTON, 

[So  OMe.] 
**  DxAK.  Sir. —  I  cannot  but  confess  the  failures 
fit  my  correspondence ;  but  hup«  tlic  same  regard 
which  you  express  for  me  on  every  other  ooi'iwioii. 
will  incline  you  to  forgiire  me.  I  am  ofh;n.  very 
(»Ocn,  ill ;  iind,  wht>n  I  am  well,  atn  obligecl  to 
work  :  and,  tiuk>«d,  liave  never  mucli  used  myw-'lf 
to  jiuuclUflJity.  You  arc,  however,  not  to  mnke 
iMikinil  mtcrences  when  I  forbear  la  reply  to  your 
kindness;  fiir,  be  a&»urcd,  I  never  receive  A  letter 
I'rom  you  without  great  pleasure,  and  a  very  wamn 
densir  uf  your  generiMtty  and  friendship,  which  I 
lieurtUy  bkme  myself  for  not  cultivntingwith  more 
e;ire.  In  this,  «s  in  many  other  cases,  I  go  wrong, 
111  opposition  to  conviction  ;  for  I  think  scarce  any 
temporal  good  erjually  to  be  desired  with  the  re- 
f^ard  and  fiimitiarity  of  worthy  men.  I  hope  we 
«hAil  be  some  time  nearer  to  each  other,  and  have 
ft  more  ready  way  of  pouring  out  our  bearts. 

*•  I  ftin  glad  tbnl  you  still  find  encnumgemcnt  to 
proceed  in  your  publication ;  and  iliall  beg  the 
IWvour  of  lix  more  volume*  to  add  to  my  former 
six,  when  you  can,  with  nny  convenience,  send 
them  me.  Please  to  present  a  .set,  in  my  name,  to 
Mr.  lluddiman',  of  whom,  I  hear,  that  his  learning 
is  not  his  htghi>!it  excellence.  ]  have  transcrthed 
tlie  motlos  and  returned  them,  I  hope  not  too  late, 
of  which  I  think  many  very  happily  performed. 
Mr.  Cave  has  put  the  la<it  in  tlie  Magazine,  in 
which  I  think  he  did  well.  I  beg  of  you  to  write 
6oon,  and  to  write  oflen,  and  to  write  long  letters, 
which  I  hope  in  time  to  repay  you  ;  but  yuu  must 
be  a  patient  creditor.  I  have,  however,  this  of 
gratitude,  that  I  think  of  you  with  regard,  when  I 


mlrl;  prlntiid,  a*  wt-  loam  rrorn  Mr.  A.  Chnlinm  — J.  tloi. 
WHLX.     Here  l»    »  IS 

••tlltliiia  VfiU  cijrri'i  rn 

04  tkty  camf  out.  i  i.c 

ll  hud  not  thv  »jtrhMi»  i  orn-ctiuuii  s'tftir'/utitttyinsnh'  by 
Jii1iit»oii  whrii  h«  rcpubtithcd  the  RAml^lcr  iu  voluniei. — 

'    I'  it  loonett,  in  Oct.  ITAO.  ihould  hHTC 

(M»  ^i'pt«nnber.     Mr.  BcMwell  i»ay  have 

t.wii  VmFUfirji,  whore  Ihey  happpii  to  be 

mt*>ii..<  <.  •  ,u^^^  .fi.iU  to  th«M!,  from  the  tiinie  roltime, 
twu  utiirr  i«tlrr«  to  Mr.  Klfrh teuton,  of  which,  tho  seooad.  at 
tvMt,  i|i«Mrve«  to  tw  re«cutHl  from  obUTiou —  Croken,  1846, 

TO  MR.  BLFHIKSTON*. 

"  aoth  April,  1749. 
*'  TfiK,  — Ihare,  for  a  long  tlrae.  IntpQtlnl  to  anRwer  the 
Irttrr  vhicii  voii  wer«  pleunl  tu  seud  me,  and  know  oot  why 
I  iinvo^  ,1.1,^:^1  ir  .■!  i.mg,  but  that  I  ImkI  nothliifc  partkrulai: 
i-i(|ii.  '  rm«tion  to  HHid  fou  ;  and  the  laina 

r^^u.  I  he  Mine  conawiUf^ncr,  but  1  find,  in 

my  i>  ,  that  I  am  not  hlielv  to  have  inucti 

more  lu  ikij'  oi  uuc  tiiiit:  thun  at  another,  and  that,  tlieretore, 
I  iiiAT  endanger,  by  an  appearance  of  ncclert  long  continued. 
tti0  loM  of  luch  an  aoqualoiaoce  as  I  aoow  Dot  where  to 
•  itpplr.  1,  therefore,  writ«  now  to  aaiitre  you  how  wmible  \ 
aiQ  of  the  klndocH  you  tmye  alwrayi  eaprMMd  to  me,  aud  how 
nturh  I  dnire  the  coUiratJoii  of  that  beoeroleiicf^  which  nrr- 
hri|>«  nothing  but  ih«  ill»Lai>c«  between  ut  ba*  hindered  rrom 
rliMMiinir  twrorc  thU  Omn  lato  iHeadahtp.  ormytelf  I  have 
rr<ry  IUtl«  lo  tny,  iiiJ  of  Any  tHKlr  elae  leM ;  let  roe,  however, 
bii  jdluwed  one  thlna.  and  that  to  my  own  ravour,  tliat  J  am. 


d<«,r  ^ir.  your  moit  humble  tervant. 


'  Saw,  J^tmaam. 


do  not,  perliaps  give  the  proo&  w\ 
being.  Sir,  your   roost  ol>lig«d_ 
■urvaoL, 

This  year  ho  wrote  to 
anull»vr  letter  upon  a  moai 

TO  MR,  JAMES  ELPl 

*•  DrAa  Sia,  —  You  have,  A«  I 
kind  of  evidence,  lost  an  cieellcnt  1 
hope  you  will  not  think  me  inca|iati 
of  your  grief,  1  bare  a  mother,  | 
years  of  age,  whom,  iherefore,  I  i| 
unless  it  please  Go»  that  she  shouH 
for  nie.  I  read  the  letters  in  wk 
your  mother '»  death  to  Mrs.  Strabdl 
do  myself  honour,  when  I  tell  you  c| 
with  tears;  but  tear^  are  neither  t<| 
of  any  further  u-%e,  when  once  the  tl 
has  been  paid.  Tlie  busloess  of  ll 
away  from  useless  griefi  and  calU  ui 
of  those  rirtucs  of  which  we  are  lad 
privation.  The  greatest  Iwnelit  w| 
can  confer  upon  another  i«  to  guard, 
elevate  his  virtues.  Tt)i5  your  tti 
perform,  if  you  diligently  preserve 
her  life,  and  of  her  death :  a  Ufe,  f 
learn,  useful,  wistc,  and  innocent ;  I 
signed,  peacefuU  and  holy.  I  cal 
mention,  that  neither  reason  nor  rfl 
you  to  hope,  that  you  may  increaM 
by  obeying  her  precepts;  and  tliati 
present  state,  look  with  pleasure  up 
virtue  to  which  her  instructions  o| 
contributed.  Whether  tbi«  be  mo] 
ing  dream,  or  a  just  opinion  of  teiH 
indeed,  of  no  great  importance  lo  ttt 
sidcr  ourselves  aa  acting  imder  III 
yet,  surely,  there  i,s  something  ple4wi| 
that  our  separation  from  thoae  wjj 


TO  MR.  ELPHlNSTOf 

4. 

"  8t»,  —  Ha«'lng  myiclf  T.nlTtT?d  wtiac  f 
injt.  1  *cll  know  the  wt 
Ytiii  have  of  comfort,  u 
W«,  lUch  a>  your*.  la<  ■  n 

avilcai  ol  purpose*  aii>i 
lue.  which  aflordt  notli  i 

td  which  eiukavour  m  •:  i 

Mttd  It  fa  now,  in  thy ..^   ^.u. 

\mm  tt. 

"  But  In  the  cortdltlon  of  wrnrt*!  Mq 
anolhff.  What  would  be  thu  wrotcbMliil 
was  not  •ntnethine  always  In  viaw,  tome 
and  unfaillutf,  to  wboie  isnrcy  man  may  hi 

"  Here  we  mu*l  rnu  The  Or«aiut  1| 
benevolent.  We  moti  not  grieve  for  the 
out  hope,  becaute  we  know  that  they  are  ( 
Itave  Ittdiwd  not  leimn*  to  grievB  lone,  IjccI 
ing  to  follow  them.  Ynur  rac«  and  iiiliU 
rupted  by  tnaay  obstaclr*,  but  we  mu»i  h% 
happy  cod.     1  am,  Sir,  your  inoit  humbla, 

»  Mr.  Tti'iTHM  Uuddiman,  the  learned  fl 
Irti   I  AH  for  hit  vaiiout  excellent 

A'  'i  of  leveral  Aitthora.    He 

ttn  V  private  character.    Hit 

Huu^f  iM  -viu^ift  tild  not  reader  lilm  Irl 
John»*>D*f  eye.  — CosWRix.      Kiiddlmau 
and  ditfd  at  Edinbitrtfh  in  1757.  ^  Canftra. 

)  >SLiter  to  Mr.  Eluhlnitof).  and  wife  ot 
king*i  printer.  Tu  thii  conneai^n,  Johnaf 
many  ol  the  movt  rcfpcclabk  o(  Kit  au) 
Ckokkm. 
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\y  cor|Kimil-»  ami  it  nuy  be  a  great  incite- 
to  vtitii0i?«  fricmd-ihip,  if  it  can  b*  made  pro- 
!•«  ffaat  tki^  1^  has  roceived  the  dtvioe 

rtobaikMi  «)i '  to  eternity. 

"IWrv  t   t»v  uhii.ti  you  mny.  in 

r  dtf^r  If  !i  i        If  you  write 

uu:---.,.   .1  ;,uu  jvuuuibtr  of  lier  from 

yo^u  latf  liiMi  yc«rv  you  will  read  it  with  ^e^t  plea^ 
rrcwve   frutn  it  many  hints  of  soothing 
whtm  time  nlmll  remove  her  yet  fortltcr 
itt,iMui  trour  trrliff  sba)l  be  tnaturcd  to  vcne- 
T     '      '  laiDfutfor  the  pn»cnt«  1 

h  to  a  K>urcc  of  eomfort 

...i.c  tu  cume;  for  all  com- 
11  sincerely  wished  you  by, 
w%  «M#  $lf,  fmut  mmt  obUgvd,  tnust  obcdlient,  and 
Kmb4  btstntik  MTrant.  "  Sam.  Johswhi." 

^^^B»  RMnliter  htts  incn^ased  m  ftimc  ks  In 
HHp  Smm  afivT  its  Grat  folio  edition  was  con- 
IB  ^Kn«d»  H  wifcf  niibli«li€<i  in  six  duodecimo 
mnd  ita  author  lived  to  sue  ten 
'  af  it  in  London,  beaidea 

I  8iotland. 

tJM".  li  to  hftve  ever  entertained  a 

TeOKrution  for  the  a?tonLshin2  force 

«n<v  i.r  t.ilnd,  which  the  Rambler  ex- 

u  btul  fieiietration  enouffh 

would   not  disguiae,   tne 

n   In  this  »>tate  of  being, 

•i    the  superficial  notion 

»pher.     But  men 

I    tiiiit  he  has  given 

i  huuiaii  existencet  and 

ftl  the  tame  time,  with  a  generous 

t    vi^ry  consolation  which 

't  only  those  arihing 

-5   throu<j;h 

-   -.  tu  dc^pcmd* 

M»c,     Me  has    everywhere 

ibour,  and  exertion.    Nay, 

very  odious  I'^fht,  a  man, 

praetice  U  to  go  about  darkening  the 

€t£  others,  by  [>er[>etual   eoniplainta  of 

tiw»lc<'fitn^  ihtmt*  c(»HHidi,'nitions  of 

in\  for   the  moat 

nu     Tlii^  he  has 

■■    ^    r    i.r  8ufl- 

N  took 
-*. ..  ...  <  Jood- 

!:now- 
.,    ._       .,   very 

T»  point  nut  t)MY  nuinGrous  subjects  which 

[^  ftaciiliTr  treata,  with  a  di;nrviity  and  per^pl- 

arc  there  tuiitud  in  a  manner  wlucb 


Tn  llM  GrtiC  M«ir    for  Ktiv. 


we  shall  in  vain  look  for  any  where  else,  wouhl 
take  up  too  hirg:e  a  portion  of  my  boak^»  and 
would,  I  trust,  be  superfluous^  considering  how 
universaJly  those  voIun»es  are  now  iliasemi- 
nated,  Lven  the  roost  condt-uscd  and  brilliant 
sentences  which  they  contain,  and  which  hxive 
very  properly  been  selected  under  the  name 
of  "  BuAunKB,"  *  are  of  considerable  bulk. 
But  I  may  shortly  observe,  that  the  Rambler 
furnishes  such  nn  asscmhlarje  of  discounies  on 
practical  religion  and  moral  duty,  of  critical  iu- 
vcstigadons,  and  ailegorieol  and  oriental  tales, 
that  no  mind  can  1^  thought  very  deficient 
tliat  ha*,  by  constant  study  and  moditiition,  as- 
similated to  itself  all  that  may  be  I'ound  there. 
No*  7m  written  in  Passion -week,  on  abstraction 
and  self-examination,  and  No,  110.,  on  peni- 
tence and  the  placability  of  the  Divine  Nature, 
cannot  Im!  too  often  read.  No.  54.,  on  the 
eflect  which  the  death  of  a  friend  ahould  have 
upon  US,  though  rather  too  dispiriting,  may  be 
occasionally  very  medicinal  to  tlie  mind  Every 
one  must  suppose  the  writer  to  have  been 
deeply  impressed  by  a  real  scene ;  but  he  told 
me  that  was  not  the  case  :  which  shows  how 
well  his  fancy  could  conduct  him  to  the  **  house 
of  mourning."  Some  of  these  more  solciim 
papers,  I  doubt  n»it,  partlcidarly  attracted  the 
notice  of  Dr,  Youngs  the  author  of  "The  Night 
Thoughts,"  of  whom  my  estimation  is  such,  as 
to  reckon  his  up[il.iuse  an  honour  even  to 
Johnstm,  I  have  seen  volumes  of  Dr.  Young's 
copy  of  the  llambler,  in  which  he  has  marked 
the  nassa^es  which  he  thought  particularly 
excellent,  by  folding  down  the  corner  of  the 
poge :  and  such  as  he  rated  in  a  super-eminent 
degree,  are  marked  by  double  tolds,  I  am 
sorry  that  some  of  the  volumes  »re  lost.  John- 
son was  pleased  when  toUl  of  tlie  minute 
attention  with  which  Young  had  signified  hla 
approbation  of  his  essajs. 

I  will  venture  to  say,  that  in  no  writings 
whatever  can  be  found  more  Itark  and  ttcelfir 
the  minrl^  if  I  may  use  the  expreation ;  more 
that  can  brace  and  invigorate  every  manly  and 
noble  sentiment.  No.  32^  on  patience,  even 
under  extreme  misery,  is  wonderfully  lofty, 
and  aa  much  above  the  rant  i»f  stoicism,  as  the 
sun  of  Revehition  is  brighter  than  the  twilight 
of  Pagnn  philosophy.  1  never  read  the  A>1- 
lowing  sentence  without  feeling  my  frame 
thrill : — **  I  think  there  is  some  rcison  for 
questioning  whether  the  body  and  mind  ore 
not  so  projHirtiorK*rl,  tlmt  ihe  one  can  bear  all 
which  can  be  intlicted  on  tJie  other  ;  whether 
virtue  cannot  stand  its  ground  aa  long  as  life, 


liiu  I'ttrlv  ticn  |)(>>ntril  neil  t^iv    Mr.  A I i*i itttilor  Chaliiicirt  la 

,  •    ,  ■ ,  I  '.  •      , ,  ^  t  _ 

'•  ••'Uftlon,  Rnd 

*pr>i>*  (vinifiillinin^ti  lu  Mr.  Kxartlff,  ta\A 

L  u^M-ine  him  m  toon  u  Im  mrt.  Mr.  K«Aril«f 

•  unnt;  «Uh  hltnfK^  luif  r<IUiun  of  wh«l   he  Ki» 

with  the  nman  of  llMirvM      Mm;  30.  17^'/."— 


r  t2 
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an«i  wliolher  a  soul  well  prinriplcd  will  not  be 
sooner  scpanitcJ  than  subduutl." 

Thnugh  instmiHion  be  the  predominant  pur- 
pose of  the  Hainbler,  yet  it  is  enlivened  with  a 
eonsideruble  portion  of  ainuitcmeiit.  Notluiij;f 
can  be  more  erroneoua  than  the  notion  which 
some  persoD9  have  entcrtiiined,  that  Johnson 
was  then  a  retired  author,  Ignorant  of  the 
wodd;  wkI,  of  consequence,  that  he  wrote  only 
fiom  his  imagination,  when  he  described  cha- 
riict*?rs  and  manners.  He  saiil  to  nie  that, 
before  he  wrote  that  work,  lie  had  been  "run- 
ning about  the  world,"  us  he  ex})ressed  it^  more 
than  almost  any  bo«iy ;  and  I  have  heard  him 
relate,  with  much  satiKfactionj  that  several  of 
the  chflrnctera  in  the  Rambler  were  drawn  bo 
naturuUyt  that  when  it  first  circulated  in  num- 
bers, a  cbib  in  one  of  the  towns  in  Essex  * 
ima<rined  themselves  to  be  severally  exliibited 
in  it^  and  were  much  incensed  against  a  person 
who,  they  suspected,  had  thus  made  them  ob- 
ject-.^ of  public  notice;  nor  were  thev  quieted 
till  nuthentie  Jissurance  wa^^  jriven  them,  that 
the  Rambler  was  written  by  a  per^n  who  had 
never  heard  of  any  one  of  them.  Some  of  the 
cliaracters  are  believed  to  have  l>een  actually 
drawn  from  the  life  *,  particulni  ly  that  of  Pros- 
pero  [No.  200.],  from  Garrick^,  who  never 
entirely  forgave  ita  pointed  satire.* 

For  instnuees  of  il-rtility  of  fancy,  and  accu- 
rate description  of  real  life,  I  appeal  to  No. 
IJ).,  a  man  who  wanders  from  one  profession  to 
another,  with  most  phuirtiblc  reasons  for  every 
change :  No,  34,,  female  fastidiousness  and 
timorous  refinement:  No.  82.,  a  Virtuoso  who 
hoA  collected  curiosities  :  No,  88.,  petty  nioilos 
of  entertaining  a  company,  and  confiliailng 
tindness  :  No.  182.,fortunc-huntin{];:  No.  194, 
U>5.»  a  tutor's  account  of  the  follies  of  his 
pupil :  No.  197,  198.,  legacy -hunting.  He  has 
given  a  specimen  of  his  nice  observation  of  the 


•  T  -  tfl  Mri.  Plo«i,  eoramunU 

it*  -  \\  but  (as  the  lady  telU  it), 

11^  n{  n  dentins  to  make  a  g<xfd 

Of}    '  ktlKER. 

'I  irotn  PTofp«*or  CoUon,  and 

lai  r,  wli!fh,  with  mjinj,'  miliars. 


H'ni  M  I  wm,  oih)  Che  tinery  of 

tiU   >i  ii-r   Lh.1t  charoftfij'. — 

W*i.      .  riuiini  for  Pifofwuor 

CoUoin    s- •  -nvti  gf$etift  Rt 

ctiarnctfri  is's  jircxiudrvir 

t!hri-<>  tiirh  <l  >  i>bu»'*,  M  Lara 

ChMt*ffl«ld,    SuaiDe    Jt^iu,    aad    BLiLib    DoddiagtoQ  I  — 
Cruhkii. 

*  Having  JtMtiera  GwrHA't  Bvnoroiu  and  lunwitful  en- 
•t<-«vouri  to  Klvancfl  the  fiun«  and  Improre  the  fortunes  of 
hit  fririid,  it  wen*  melanchf^ly  to  be  obflzed,  by  the  concur- 
rifiitovitiencflnrBovft'All.  Mur|ihv,  and  mr*,Finacl«tob«llcTe> 

that  T.-.t. »  .^..>..-,..  ...  .  .<>.(.,.  ..k.,|  r^.,,u\..   maWnniixf,  and 

(U)  I'  R*  Well  Hi  hit 

Ii««  *iti»<?  to  tuch 

MtU,  .  -yvd    «D    OppOf' 

tiinii  J.iult*  Of  rraiUlen,  dfl«»  not, 

vvrn  f  tawArdt  Cjirrtck.  nllud*  to 

litl*  And  in  truth  the  picture  hiu 

no^li  -lick  ;  I  am  therefore  Inclined 

to  f>'  kTJ»nh*»ri  have  b^cn  «•  tnuch 

mUi  i>  .f  till' character  i»r /V"*/fcro, 
a*  Iht^y  ci-rtJKHjr  w^^r-^'  l-  '"  iiK>»f  of  tujtkurt  and  iietuitu. 


mere  external  appearances 
lowintT  |Missu^e  in  No,  179.,  ng-nil 
that  frequent  and  most  disguslil 
*^  Me  that  stands  to  contemnlal 
that  fill  the  streets  of  a  populoti 
manv  possengers,  whose  atr  and  i 
be  dirfieult  to  behold  without  i 
laug^hter ;  but  if  he  ejcamine  whf 
pciirancea  that  thiia  f>owerfiill 
risibility,  he  will  find  among 
poverty  nor  disease,  nor  an^  i 
painful  delect.  The  distiosilJu 
and  insult  id  aw.ikened  by  th 
fopper},  the  swell  of  insolence, 
of  levity,  or  the  solcimiity  of  gr< 
.sprightly  trip,  the  stately  stal 
struti  ajiid  the  lofty  mien ;  by  gea 
t^o  catoii  the  eye,  and  by  loo! 
formed  as  eviden«!es  of  iraportaiw 

Every  page  of  the  liimibler 
teeming  with  classical  allusion 
imagerv  :  illustrations  from  ©tbi 
upon  all  occasions,  &o  rendy,  ai 
easily  in  his  pi'riodB,  thai  the  wh 
one  uniform  vivid  texture. 

The  style  of  this  work  has  bee 
some  shallow  critics  as  involved  I 
abounding  with  antiquated  *ftni 
So  il]-founde<l  U  the  first  part  of 
that  1  tvill  challenjre  all  who  ml 
book  with  a  penisal,  to  point  oQ 
writer  whose  language  convey! 
with  equal  force  and  perspicul 
indeed,  be  allowed,  that  the  sti 
sentences  is  expande<3,  and  often 
of  the  inversion  of  Latin ;  and  thi 
to  express  familiar  thoughts  in 
lajiguarfe  ;  being  in  this  the  revel 
who,  it  is  said,  reduced  philowjpl 
plicity  of  common  life.  liut  Id 
what  be  himself  says  in  his  conq 


*  Mr».  Plotil  »ay».  "  Sophrnn  wa«  Uk(*ir 
from  reality.    The  mau  inimortuaJswl  fof 
wa«,  at  he  tohl  n\c,  one  r'.;-i'y.  "  pnnior 
lie  who  bnrktHl  so  inp*  1 
drivo  awjiv  U>o  di^jr,  * . 
hr.iiisp.     Fiff  wiho  nin>:   i 

in,  rhAlkfd  oil'  I 

■'  toroqy." — A'l 
■Mof  lhr>  lHS(t,   : 
11,11  Mi>  iiufth  vtM'-  '  ' 

niihed  hy  utjwr- 
orihc<«!*kT  Dr 
inert  observed,  U: 
dart  i  for  he  wa«  10  i>  • 
of  thtt  Ivy  Lane  Chib. 

»  Mri.  PloMl    %:.it 
the  Kamblrr,    I 
favotiritt ;   but    : 
late  in  life  to  i 


I  ,■  ■     .(1 

.,  ifti).  thi 
urt  in  hi*  t 
Uh  mnrtlhr;itioti  iiifttvad  of  rM'peci 
him  at  a  maitertii(ie«  In  liw  ■dmca  or  Ul 
CauKtu. 
*  Yet  hli  ttflc  did  not    efcaipi*  the  I 

fi'l<>4UAtit  humour  ;  for  the  fitgettloiu  BoM 
l«h«l  a  mock  [Utoblor    in   the  Drurx 

BOSWBLL. 

And  Mr.  Murphy.  In  cmnnwntinu  on  (i 
the  witty  obsenrailon  of  Dryrtenf— **n 
word*  Mu  pouritl  in  u}ioti  u*,  it  look*  at  if 
not  to  aitift  the  twUveip  twt  to  conquer  lb 
—  Cmoilkb. 


:d 
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onia  were  ^  i;:^  to 

t  in  their  "u,  I 

fiuttiiuiriMxI  liio  Cf^niitji  of  pUilu^>(Lipii/,  by 

tiicm  1*1  jfioyiuluj'  ideas."     And,  tu  to 

lu  upon  a  late 

nn  with  confi- 

tiv.  Til. II  iL  I*-  ,;nt;i.'.iii.:  iu)W  few  of  those 

futr  whicb  it  has  lu'cn  unjustly  charac- 

imsdt  ttTo    ..i-.iiiv  f..   \^.'  found  in  it;  lam 

pf!,  not  t!  line  to  each  paper.' 

ob   idle  ♦  .   _  a  t^'hot'd  fnim  one 

bicr  to  Jtnaiiicr,  who  have  confounded  John* 

•  Eiiiy>»  «^lh  Johns^nn'g  Dictionary;   and 

MMe  iu-  '  '  rijjht  in  a  Icxii.on  of  our 

pngte  lo  ,ny  words  which  had  faJlen 

m  tkmitut^  Imt  were  jsup ported  by  pfreat  au- 

it  has  been  ima'jincd  tliat  all  of  tht'i^c 

reboeoii  ;ij>osidon8. 

if  9aam'  1  by  him 

MKMMiril  V  ,   iiiu*,   j><  iiKij»>,    ik:  .iiMiWt'd!     but, 

gfBicrsU  tliey  are  evidently  an  advantage; 

f  Vvtbmit  ♦'..MIL  I,'h   ptnlely   Ideas  would  bi? 

ai>  1.     '*  He  that  thinks  with 

pt-f*  cAt'-r  iImt,  Will  want  word*  of 

i  Xo.  70.]  '     He  once 

^  I  his  style  upon  that 

I  '^  iiud  upon  Chfuiibcr6's 


>n*ry.'   He  certainly  waa 


|(>aI  r;irr<<F<  hdn  tihi  r«^r  r   J>> 


'rMiMUrtlnm  of  th«  KojaI  IrUh  ACA4('my 

y»,lh«'  K-.  K 1.  ..I...  I.,... I  .....  .„....»  .... 


Ok  Bti 


nii.«takcn ;  or  if  lie  imagined  at  first  that  he  was 
iinitatin<j;  Temple,  he  was  very  unsuccissful*; 
for  nothmg  can  be  more  unlike  than  the  simpli- 
city of  Temple,  and  the  richness  of  John^cm. 
Their  styles  differ  as  j)lain  cloth  and  brocailo. 
Temple,  indeed*  *eerafl  equally  erroueouii  in 
supjKising  that  he  himself  had  formed  his  style 
u[Hin  Saiidys's  View  of  the  State  of  lleligiryti  iu 
the  \Ve:5iteni  Ftirts  of  the  World. 

The  style  of  Johnston  was,  undoubtedly,  much 
formed  upon  that  of  the  great  writers  in  the 
laat  century^  Hooker,  Bacon,  SanderH>n,  Hidce- 
wlll,  and  othei's;  those  "Giasts,"  as  they  were 
well  characteri^d  by  a  osiiAT  Tkr^onagb^ 
wluiae  authority,  wer«  I  to  name  him,  would 
stump  ft  reverence  on  the  opinion.^ 

We  muvt  wi(h  the  utmost  propriety, apply  l-o 
his  learned  style  that  psi^sage  of  llorace,  a  part, 
of  which  he  has  ttdicn  as  the  motto  to  hia 
Dictionary  :  — 

'*  Cntfi  ttihmiiji  animum  cetutorit  timut  hnnttti  ; 
Attdtftil  iptttcumqut  par  it  m  tplrndarit  huMmHt, 
I'A  gint  poNtlere  trunt^  ft  honwt  imiiffWi  frriHtur^ 
iWha  nuytert  loco,  quanwis  iupit^i  TtCNUint^ 
Et  vcTMetttur  adhuc  intra  penetralia  Vcfta, 
ttbururata  ttiv  populo  bonHt  tmrt,  att{MC 
ProfcTtt  m  turem  tptciosa  vocttbula  rrrum, 
Qui^  priiteh  memtirata  Catonibtt$  attjue  CtlhtyiMi 


H'orkt,  pvtiiiitHi  hU  inc-culiarlfifs  to  m  abturd  ctteni)  hiB 

"ur  ImtgtMgp;  he  hai 

,  mom  ri^ifulitrU;  Into 

'  ini  «  fuller  and  niori* 

>',n    >i.ikii<l   Vi   lilt-   itunii   111   iiiif  trntuncoA  *nfl    tba 

•  re  of  cHir  |i«.-nrKit.     St»B  lii<  Qwu  rlJiimi  on  thi*  print 

t  *\ih  a.  kind  of  intMltrtt  pride,  in  the  lut  Itamblcr 

*  i:hainbf»r«'ii  F'ropaMl  for  «  ftocood  edition  of  hii  Dictlon- 
Afv,  via.*  luoh/iblv  In  drculaLion  wb«n  Johnton  flrit  came  to 

!    ,,n.ti'.     '        M  1,1  ,l'^.r 

T*  J  wher#,  in  «  contprsntlon  m  Sir 
')ti  |iiini.etl  mrntiutik  thf^  pArtlK'iihir 
iple  niiide  Id  the  KtiglUh  *ljfl*?, — 

*  llerr  Li  aa  InstAnco  of  the  difllcultjr  n(  r«pUfiilnf ,  unrr 


l..p 


if  Oiii 


■■•.  <nifi'   fif   urc.if  iiudifii't^       \^y 


:  ilirini>i  of  i 


Il»«|tl  ftafcif  irkwr'i  tuegm  Dy  Hcu««  " 

-/•^. 

moil 
ihitl 

StruUm  <.n  th«  •ll«L''n1>i<)  nC  :\  •.nuhu-.n 

'■  II.1  tli.it 

1  1 

lit  Uie  Uttrfi 

If.  Ill  111,-  .-ri. 


r  a 
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Sune  tt/n«  infatmh  fftmit  el  iktrrta  cttutiat  : 
Athchret  noret,  tfutt  tfrmitirr  prottHJterit  u*h$  : 
VtkcmmiL,  rf  UtjuiduM,  punxptK  MtmiltiinnM  ammi, 
FuwdMt  aptM  LtUittmqmt!  bcttfnt  dhUti  Untfud.'* 

ILyiist.  lib.  ii-  fp.  2.* 

To  50  great  u  master  of  thinkings,  to  one  of 
such  vast  nntl  viiriouM  knowledge  as  Johnson, 
might  bjive  been  iillowcd  a  liberal  indulgence 
of  that  liceoce  which  Horace  clainiB  in  ariuthcr 
phM;e : — 

"  Siforti  nectMte  ett 

fruiUiit  numntnxrt  rrttntibiu  abtttta  rtrumr 
[■"inhere  cimetnli*  noH  txn%tdiUi  CHhtpif 
Continffft ;  dnltitunpte  Hcentia  swuftta  pudenUr  : 
Et  nttva  fietatptt  nuptr  habeintnt  verba  Jidem,  a 
Gracofonte  cadant,  parci  dttarta.      Quid  autem 
Cttdlio  Plautitqut  datiit  Ii(imanit$,  ademptum 
Virgiiio  I'arioqve  f     Ego  c«r,  oc^wirere  pttuca 
Si  potrunu  inridecr  :  citm  iingua  Catoniiti  Ennl 
Sermanem  patrium  ditaveriU  tt  nora  rem-m 
Nomina  protvUrit  f     Licuit,  wmptrfue  ficefrtf 
Sitfimtttm  prm$tnle  noiA  produetrt  nomen" 

De  Arte  Poet* 

Tct  Johnson  assured  rac^  that  he  had  not 
t^dceri  upon  him  to  add  more  than  four  or  five 
words  to  Llie  English  lan^iage,  of  his  own  form- 
ation ;  and  he  wns  very  much  ofiended  at  the 
general  licence,  by  no  means  •*  modestly  taken" 
m  his  time,  not  only  to  coin  new  words,  but  to 
use  many  words  in  senses  quite  different  frOTn 
their  establi-shed  meaning,  and  those  frequently 
very  fantastical. 

Sir  Thomas  Browne,  whose  Life  Johnson 
wrote^  was  remarkably  fond  of  Anglo^Latin 
diction;  and  to  his  example  we  are  to  oscrilM; 
Johnson's  sometimes  indulging  himself  in  this 
kind  of  phraseology.'  Johnson's  compre- 
hension  of  mind  waa  the  mould  for  his  lan^age. 
Had  his  conceptions  been  narrower^  his  ex- 

tircssion  wotdd  have  been  easier.  His  sentences 
uive  a  dij^iifiid  march;  nnd  it  U  certain  that 
his  example  has  eiven  a  general  elevutum  to 
the  laiijruage  of  his  country,  for  many  ©four 
best  writers  have  approached  very  near  to  him; 


'  Q"  Bnl  how  wT^rdy 

with  thvmirim  prncotd 

The  rill  11.  V,hn  V, 

Litr  tmh  v.Tst'  ;k*  wecantT'wlt 

Th. 

•  jftpfli-r 

Thi-i 

t,  or  CATP. 

Hnv 

Nnv 

1'  !!',  ny  flml  ffftw"  -^ 

Sti. 

tlmrf,  in  tt*  ilciul, 

In  1: 

•Vftrt  : 

M«.K     »,.!,    . 

1  ....  ... ..,^ 

UrJKhl  in. ' 

i«t»r«i 

(LVifiniKiii'' 

M«k«., 

W,.„*.  M,  ,• 

.  i  ,  i^iliei 

Of  1 

(». 

flllC  0 

Pmu 

lllcti  with  the  Irouurca  of  each  foicign  tongue.*' 

VaruA 

>["W.V 

IfHra  and  bo  pitcod  with  sklU  t 

Yo- 

•  cut,  when,  bjr  this  noble  art 

Of 

n.  ,^r«  Uiiumitd  word 

U    M 

^      1     ,             .    „3r   ; 

ttni 

'  iHsorn^w, 

SrtM, 

.  s  ^«  •  Uiod, 

8«j 

Phi 

illi-.w'.J, 

Mu.i 

.,.r|.,t., 

Ai  til.  >  .i...i>  n.  . 

t'lUiati  (nipariial 

rcuuliir  111  icon 

and,  from  the  influeQce  which  bd 
our  composition,  scarcely  any  tN 
now  that  15  not  better  expr»9ed| 
before  he  appeared  to  lead  the  ni 
llib  circumstance,  the  dnith  ] 
strike  every  critical  reader,  hAS  % 
enforced  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  in  U 
Literary  Character  of  Dr.  Joj 
cannot  prevail  on  ravself  to  wi| 
withstanding  his,  perhaps,  too  ^1 
for  one  of  hjs  friends:  — 

"  By  nature's  gifts  urdoin^d  mankii 
He,  like  a  Titian,  fonn'd  his  briQ 
ilnd  taught  congenial  spirits  to  i 
Wltilc  from  his  lip«  imprca&ive  w) 
Our  boaisted  Goldsmith  felt  the  1 
Fram  him  derived  the  sweet,  yet 
To  Fame's  proud  cliff  be  bade  oa 
Hence  RaTiroLoa'  pen  with  fu 

Ties.  ' 

With  Johnson's  flame  roelodiotts  j 
While  the  grand  strain  in  smooths 
And  you,  MAtoKC,  to  critic  leori 
Correct  and  elegant,  reBncd  thoti 
By  studying  him,  acquired  that  i 
Which  high   in    Sbakspeare%  4 

placed,  I 

Near  Johnson  STWEVtirs  stands  ol 
Acute,  laborious,  fertile,  and  prd 
Ingeniou!^  Hawkekwoxth  to  thil 
And  scarce  the  pupil  fnim  the  ti 
Here  early  portR  accomplUhVl  Jf 
And  science  blond*  with  Asia's  If 
Ilarmoiiious  Jo^tt !  who  in  ht* 
Sing«  Camdto's  sports  on  Agni^ 
la  Hindu  fictions  w^hile  we  fandi 
Love  and  the  Muse«,  (Uvk'd  wit| 
Amid  thcw  nomcs  can  Uoswkjx  | 
Scarce  by  North  F^ritons  now  es( 
Who,  to  the  safie  devott^d  from  ll 
luihibi'd  from  Inm  the  sacrc^l  Id 
'llie  keen  research,  the  elcrciae  i 
And  that  b*.Tit  art,  the  art  to  kn4 
Nor  yroA  his  energy  conKned  aJqI 
To  Mends  around  his  pliittiAOpiij 

i 

tn  V«rim  or  in  Virril.  w|>«t  1»e  tlU 
In  Pkutut  or  Cvdhut  ?  Why  ihi 
B«  riu  l«1  for  thw  Uttlr  I  Inretit,  1 
When  Eniilui  und  Cflto't  ro(ilcHit  lA 
Have  to  mrlcHi'd  and  so  adoni'd  cKI 
Men  crer  had.,  and  ever  will  liAve,  S 
To  eoid  nr-rn  word*  welt  suited  to  ^ 

^  Tlip  olwrrvation  of  his  hurlnit  Iml 
Brow  If  ba»  boon  made  by  many  peo|)lf 
he*in  Iniftstnl  on,  sutd  illmtrsffM  »iy  ,i  v| 
frcim  Brownt*,  tn  one  of  the  (  ''        1 

JTrf^m^'f  "]  wfittpo  by  thf  i 

rh'- *••-      '-■■ • li     -      ..MVM-..7«I 

J  ■        ■  I 

n  in  Mr.  Dm 

n    •  M,     i.(il1'iri..iiili 


in  liK  Huy  ;  lniiuiM-  he  ainu(jht  tlitlr 
rttlier  ntwedcd  Ihc  due  proportion  wf  tl 
bf>c;iii«t>  h*  couJri  nol  but  mk*  in  tbi-m  Ihij 
I  brlli^Tc,  no  liboral'TDindfd  ScnichmMI 
Iti'^i^rll,  iodpwi.  i«  to  Tree  I'rnm  antiaiutli 
(Kijflit  with  eqiid  pruprii'ty  li«%o  Ii«?tMi  d<^ 
S-!«rii»  Ity  South  HrUoni  now  irttecq 


] 
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'/  tuiur  Ittterd  inU^ 
'lie  ffenrmi  Mtytt : 

viiln  from  ihcir  ooty  bed, 
'Hiring   nnsitlij    timjcstk 

.  ihey  n1or(^  nnd  more  eipnnd, 
tur  ft^rtJItcc  tlie  Und." 

Ju)iow<i*s    lan^agc;    buweTer,    must    be 
to  he  Ukj  tTui»ciil[iDe  for  the  dcllc&te 
of  fetuttle  wrkinii;-   His  ladies,  there- 
*U-J«irel?  fcmnal,  even  to  ridicule ; 
flftil  tfe  •  inuted  by  tJie  names  wbtch 

be  luM  f  iw  ^libtHa,  ZozioiA,  Pro* 

pflriiit>.-L.  ' ' 

U  hoe  '-tm  the  fashion  to  compurc 

the  ftylc  ul  A*Jdiititi  and  Johuson,  an<l  to  de- 
*,  I  thjfik  very  unjustly,  the  style  of 
nerveiiuM  and  feeble,  because  it  bus 
•trmgtli  and  <;nerg7  of  that  of  Jobnson. 
|iro«i}  may  be  balance*!  like  the  poetry  of 
and  Pope.  Both  are  excellent,  thnuirh 
ways.  Addison  wriLud  with  the 
„'a^tHilI&imti.  Uj5  readers  fancy  that  a 
%n-\  A*>:>nu;)\Uhrii  oompanion  is  talking  to 
tes  bis  senumenta  and 
y  an  impeiTcntible  in- 
5  like  a  teaooer.  He 
-  if  from  an  aeiidemieal 
IL.)  a't.ii'I  \* u b  awe  and atlmiration ; 
hit  pjwcept*  are  ij:npre*^»ed  uiion  tbem  by 
iitf  cotninanding  eloquence.  Addison's  Htyle, 
Bern  m  libbt  wine,  ple»>teft  every  body  from  the 
tat%  Jolmpcm's,  like  a  linuor  of  more  b<idy» 
wmmu  too  rtrong  at  firtt^  but,  by  de^ee^,  is 
iy  reliafaitl :  nnd  Miich  Id  the  melody  of  his 
a  EH  I  \  captivate  the  ear,  and 

injfl  tf  1,  that  there  is  Bcareely 

mj  wrt^  '(iiitiiderable,  who  docs 

,  al  tlu*  nairie  spceiea  of 
XluL  k'l  UA  aol  ungratefully  under- 


value that  beautiful  style,  whiiJi  has  pleasingly 
eonveye<l  to  us  much  infltruction  and  enter- 
tainment* Though  comparatively  weak, 
opposed  to  Johnson's  Herculeiin  vigour,  let  us 
not  call  it  positively  feeble.  Let  us  remember 
the  oharaeter  of  hia  style^  as  ^vcn  by  Johnson 
hiniijell':  "  What  he  attempted,  he  peribrmed ; 
he  is  nerer  feeble,  and  he  did  not  wiab  to  be 
energetic;  he  is  never  rapi«l  and  he  never 
stagnates.  His  sentences  have  neither  stuilied 
uinpiitude,  nor  aff'ected  brevity:  h)4*  periods, 
though  not  diligently  rounded,  are  voluble  and 
easy.'*  WhiK'ver  Avishes  to  attain  an  English 
style,  familiar,  but  not  coarse,  and  elegant,  but 
uot  o8teTitaliou§,  must  give  hlsday^  and  nights 
to  the  volumes  of  Addiaon."  * 

Though  tlie  Rambler  was  not  concluded  till 
the  year  1752^  I  shall,  under  this  year,  say  all 
that  1  liave  to  observe  upon  it.  Sniiiu*'  of  the 
translationi>  of  the  mottos  by  bimseir,  arc  .ndmir- 
ably  done.  He  aeknowledges  to  hine  ret uive<l 
*'flej.rjmt  transilations  "  of  mnny  of  them  from 
Mr.  Jamea  Elphin*tton;  and  some  are  very 
happily  translated  by  a  Mr.  F,  Lewis,  of  whom 
I  never  beord  more,  except  that  Johnson  lluta 
deseribed  him  to  Mr.  Malone:  *'Sir,  he  lived 
in  London,  and  hunpf  loose  npon  siMiety."*' 
The  concludinjT  paper  of  hi*  Kandder  is  at  once 
di'^nified  and  pathetic.  1  cannot,  hr»%vcvcr,  but 
wish,  that  hi'  had  not  ended  it  with  an  unne- 
cessary Greek  verse,  traofcilated  abo'^  into  an 
Engliah  couplet. 

''Celestial  powen  J  thnt  piuly  re^wrd, 
From  you  my  hdwurs  wjut  their  liui  reward."] 

It  is  too  much  like  the  conceit  r^f  those  dra- 
matic pjX'ts,  wh«i  used  to  conclude  each  act 
with  a  rhyme;  and  the  expression  in  the  fir»t 


luuittf.  chit    "  hl»  IjuUm   were  nil      tLalliin  ;  awl  thotit;h  *n  f^iy,  rrtmlltAr,  luiil  olrcnra,  to  n%\ 

Mr    Mnrr^hf  f  f.-fr.  )»    tV)  >  |M»*4-t       prriH>ttimi-tn  a*  *f>  ffiff  \hi^  lnt*'M^M-f  t>*->  trfMibV  ;  v**t  Im"  wo*ild 


\rat<   in  sir  J, 


ttl'H.-MKV. 

'  I  »li(in  pnitiAhljr,  In  atiothnr  work.  atalnUlti  Ihr  iiwrU  af 
A'VIUmd'i  |M>i.iT\.  will' U  tiAt  [tern  rory  uuinttly ili'l^ri^liifi'il, 
—  B«j«wiii.i..     ^'  'Iter.  l\M  I  kn^w  ©f,  »«cieul4^ 

thta  ItiUtillon 

r  \,i    (lir  r;,  .  <:/*}-    for  Orfntur,  ir*k-?,  p.  fV*  , 


Mf «.  "  II) 

»0    tlHr  Wl 

f  llUte  cnri 


\r«]t«i.  i 


i).  nil.    At  * 


l^trit,  1  nilt 


I  ».  . 


i'0<-*>  lua  not  con»r.' 


a  or  lOoML  anniRtulAi 
I  au*r»  ftttaWfrMMU 
MM  tOiiA«*  iw  *M)rh 

]a^  tm  tm  Juti.    Let  vny  <> 


'Lnot^wm,  IM>». 
7  Not  In  ibe  orlftnal  t«1iU<io,  io  M\o.  ^  Mauikik. 
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line  of  his  t-oiipk-t,  '■'■  Ctl^'atiftl powers  "  thoiiprli 
proper  in  I'ugan  {HJttry,  la  ill  suiU'd  to  Chns^ti- 
unity,  with  *' a  conformity"  to  which  hiM'unsolcs 
himself.  How  much  iKilter  w(uiltl  it  liave  been 
to  have  cndtMl  with  ti>e  prose  sentence,  "Ifhall 
never  en^'y  the  honours  which  wit  an*!  learn- 
ing obt^iin  in  any  other  cause  W 1  can  be  num- 
bered among  the  writers  who  have  jiiven 
ardour  to  virtue,  and  confidence  to  truth." 

Hi*  friend,  Dr.  Birch,  being  now  engaged  in 
propnrin«r  an  edition  of  Ralegh*s  smaller  pieces, 
Dr.  Johnaon  wrote  the  following  letter  to  tliat 
gentleman : — 

TO  DR.  BIRCH, 

'^  GaitKh  Sqtiarp,  May  IS.  17M). 
•*  Sm,  —  Knowing  that  you  are  now  prepnrinfj 
lo  fiivotir  the  public  witli  r  new  edition  of  llalegh's 
nuiccllaiicaun  piccL^s^  I  have  takoo  ttio  liberty  to 
suatl  you  «  rnnriu script,  which  fell  by  chnncc  wHhin 
my  notirc,  1  perceive  no  proofs  of  forgery  in  my 
exami nation  of  it ;  and  the  owner  telU  mo,  that,  »^ 
he  has  heard,  the  hand  writing  i%  Sir  Walter's.  If 
you  should  6nd  ri^Ason  to  conchidu  it  genuine,  it 
wilt  be  a  kinducss  to  the  owneri»  a  blind  pcrswn  ',  to 
reeoTnmend  it  w  the  booksellers.  I  am,  sir,  your 
most  humhlt'  «iervant,  Sam.  Jauiaon." 

His  just  abhorrence  of  Milton's  political 
notions  waj  ever  stroii«r.  But  this  did  not  pre- 
vent his  warm  admiration  of  Milton's  ^eat 
poetical  merit,  to  which  he  has  done  illiiatrious 
justice^  beyond  all  who  have  written  upon  the 
subject.  vVnd  this  year  he  not  only  wrote  a 
ProloofueT  which  was  sfioken  by  Mr-  Garriek 
before  the  actinw  of  Comus  at  Drury  Lane 
Theatre,  for  the  benefit  of  fililton^'a  tj;rand- 
daughter,  but  took  «  very  jcealous  interctit  in 
the  aucccss  of  the  charity.  On  the  day  pre- 
ceding the  perfornumce,  lie  published  the  fol- 
lowing letter  in  the  "General  Advertiser," 
addressed  to  the  printer  of  that  paper : — 

•*  Siu,  —  llmt  a  pertain  degree  of  reputation  is 
acquired  merely  by  appruving  the  work*  ofgcnius, 
and  u>«tifyiiig  a  regard  to  the  momury  of  authors, 
U  a  truth  too  evident  to  be  deuiiKl ;  and  ibiTcfore 
to  cmure  a  parti L-tpatior»  of  fame  with  o  celebrated 


I  Mr«=Wmiftm4  U  probnblf  thf  pcrton  moaDL  —  BosttrKLL. 

t  i^T-  >;■■■<■■'-  i-  .-,»,  in  IP7,  errctcrt  .1  Tnontimpnt  ta 
Mil'  AUbcy.  mitt  «!ld  ii rat  omit  t«  tiucrftM 

hik  r,  ostrntAtlon  which  Fo|]i«  littirUei. 

S*.-  ^T».l  iv    ilf.   _CBOKBt. 

'  •'•  yp*r5,  and  dW  child* 

l(M.  tt  Dont'fjfiiur  jrT<?jir,and 

(v%    <  :  .   ^**«"   l*''t    |>mtertty  — 

Khake^H.irL\  Jixisuu,  Utwiiy,  MUtutii.  DryilcM,  Rowr,  Addf^ 
*i*i],  I'uvH^.  S«in,  Gay.  Jolinton.  Ootdimltfa,  Gowper.  havi! 
K'f\  no  »nhr-rStnrLr  of  thii-fr  nnmr?,  _rnoKrii. 


••n"^'  wHUniir*,  ^.w"  twenty 

fH.M  .iph4T,  brought  a  Urge 

cmr  .:::,,    iucd  to  tlir  inllurrnipnU 

of  I  ukI  tiitrfUk'i  f^tf ru>rinanc^.  procunxl  only 
lil"'                         —  Wmotrr. 

'    !  •  ti  1"    .ny  i"'r<inn,«l  unf  ftiture  period. 

rt><-  i"">n  ««i  A  narliilier  in 

Tfiii  of  it,  when  lie  aulttmi 

hitii  •'i|M"f  iiprp  to  qiimtf  thr 

WOPU  ^M    I'r.    IJm.  U.sy    of  SaliMii 

•hr-n  hr*l<'l«'tnil  n,      "  It  t»  t«> 

It  ftjHitfdtthai  '-■■  •.nl  nerroiu  vv; 


poet,  many,  who  would,  perhapn,  hava 

to  starve  him  when  alive,   have  Itcapcd  cxj 

pageanta  upon  his  grave.* 

*'  It  must,  indccdt  be  confessed,  that  ihia  t 
of  becoming  known  to  posterity  with  hon 
peculiar  to  the  great,  or  at  least  to  the  wt 
but  an  opportunity  now  offers  for  ahno&t  ex 
dividual  to  secure  thepntiie  of  |i^ying  a  ju%i 
to  the  illustrious  dead,  united  with  the  plva 
doing  good  to  the  living.  To  assist  indu 
indigetiee,  struggling  with  distresa  and  deb; 
by  age,  i^  a  display  of  virtue,  and  an  acqutsi 
happiness  and  honour. 

•*  Whoever,  then,  would  be  thotjght  cap 
pTeasure  in  reading  the  works  of  our  incomg 
Milton,  and  not  m  destitute  of  gratitude  a' 
fuse  to  lay  out  a  trifle  in  rational  and  elegant 
tainment,  for  the  benerit  of  his  living  remai 
the  exerciiiic  of  their  own  virtue,  the  incr 
their  reputation,  and  the  pleasing  eonacioui 
doing  good,  should  appear  at  Drury  Lane 
to-morrow,  April  5.,  when  Coo.us  will  I 
formed  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Kliubeth 
grand-daught«r  to  the  author',  and  th*^ 
viving  branch  of  his  family.  H 

•*  N.B.  There  will  be  a  new  pro1ogu« 
occasion,  written  by  the  author  of  Ira 
spoken  by  ^^r,  Garrick  ;  and,  by  particulai 
there  will  be  added  to  the  MA*M{ue  a  c 
satire,  called  Lethe,  in  whicli  Mr.  Garrickj 
form."* 

In  1751  wcarc  to  consider  him 
on  both  hia  Dictionary  nnil  KainblerJ 
also  wrote  "The  Life  of  Ch«'yni 
miacc-nany  called  **Thc  Student;' 
Rev.  l)r.lJoughii«  havingwith  uncoi 
ness  clearly  det^ct^d  a  gross  forgei 
position  tipon  the  public  by  Willlaai] 
Scotch  ahoolmaster,  who  had,  with  emu 
detice  and  ingenuity,  represented  a 
a  plagiary  fi*om  c<?rtaln  modem  Latl 
Jolinaon,  who  had  been  so  far  imposed 
to  furnish  a  Preface  ami  Postscript  tor 
now  dit"t4itcd  a  lett<.>r  for  Thunder,  ac" 
Dr.  DounfULS,  acknowledging  his.  (nu 
of  suitable  contrition.'* 


dIHfwif  «,.n»imj.nt»  bfkI  inimltAhl^  jtylff  point 

"t  ■       i     '  f     ■■  ■  r    .iij  Po«t«Tlpt,  will  no  r 
I'-  Ar* /oj;A>*ri.  who  apf 

4I  m   a^itUtnnce   »hlch   1 

V  ./iA^n  onnTTiioicnt*'*!, 

I-  01  utoM*  fattt  which  I  haiP 

ri  iiTg  to  the  world  \n  thcw» ; 

/'  .  Ijt-  p,  79.     And  hi*  1  o'ii,hiin 

now  to  auihudic  m«  to  Baf,  in  l^-  '  m 

Ihrro  U  no   Ermind  whatever  for  ir 

tliii  airnlnst  Dr.  Juhnnoa.  who  exi  <| 

'II  agAlnit   Lftudcr.  —  Boawtix,  Sr*-  un^l 

i!(id,  hnwr-for,  that  Johmon  publicly  ef 

•.'1»*"*  caU,  — which  lurdy  he  ouglii  lo  || 

'  Lvufdi  WPHt  In  BArbaJoct,  where  ijj 

I  Hfi  l^'haviour   lh«re  wm*  inr«a 

L.u...,  „,..:  ....  p4UM'd  tlic  remainder  of  bli  lifsl 

coiuirhipi.    dc  died  about  the  >rar  1771.  —  Nirfl 

lnth«  GfHtteman'i  M^azint  for  {7M,  U  4  f 

of  a  rrncwed  attack  hy  Laudc>r  on  Milton  *  i| 

iwraphlet  entltlcil  "  Thff  dratid  Im?  '« 

convicted   of  Forgwy  o^alni^t  Kin  " 

mcr*  thlnki  that  thU  rc*lfW  wvis  [■  tl 

''■  it  U,  on  cr<?ry  accotint,  vr-rj  »iiklit.rlv, 

ami  ifvnij  to  be  written  <i4'Uh«r  III 

lU  of  Juhniuik —  CaoKKa. 
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luctmordinory  Attempt  of  Lauder/was  no 

■TfFoTt.     He   had   brooded  over  it  for 

I  to  I  his  hour  it  is  uncertain 

•  in*»tivi!  was,  unless  it  were  a 

norily.iD  being  able,  by 

••Ive  mankind.  To  effect 

|.TiMi  from  Grotio8, 

I  faint  rcaem- 

1  in:-     i'.iraUise  Lost." 


Johnson  was  incapable ;  nor  can  any  tJiin^'  more 
be  fairly  inferred  from  the  Preface,  than  that 
Johnson,  who  was  alike  tli^tinguished  for  anient 
curiosity  and  love  of  truth,  was  pleased  with  an 
investigation  by  which  both  were  gratified. ' 
Til  at  he  was  actuated  by  the^e  tnotive^,  and 
certainly  by  no  unworthy  desiretodepreciatcnur 
great  epic  fK>et>  is  evident  from  hl^  own  words  ; 
for,  after  mentioning  the  generkl  zeal  of  men  of 
fed  some  frajLTnents  of  r^'enius  and  literature,  **  to  uilvaiire  the  hcmour, 
of  that  poem,  alleging  and  distin^ijjh  the  beauties  of  IWadise  Lost,*' 
he  »aya, 


il  liricatcd  was  the  arebe 

I.  n  copied.     These  fabri- 

ir'om  time  to  time  in  the 

;  and,  exulting  in  his 

iii  1750  ventured  to  collect 

:>hlet^  entitle*!  "An  Essay  on 

Imitation  of  the  Mo<lern8  in 

1i  i/*     To  ihU  pamphlet  John- 

''  '  \    in    full    ptfrsuosion   of 

I  i  Postscript  recommend- 

iyi  Hi  :,,.    .  j.  .   ...L^ive  t-i'Tuut  a  subscription 

iff  tbc  relief  <if  a  grand-daughter  of  Milton,  of 
'vbftn  be  tints  fpeaks :  — 

*  It  «  fcf  b  the  power  of  a  great  people  to  re- 
vml  tli9  jfott  whose  fiaroif  they  biio-vt,  and  from 
llsir  iilliiinee  Ip  w!iif»tf  genius  ihcy  claim  flomu 
bait  of  OTtperiority  to  evvry  other  nation  of  the  | 
•tflb  I  diat  poet,  who-te  works  may  possibly  be  rend 
when  €*tTj  other  monnTprnt  of  Bnti«»h  p-vattiCKS 
JmII  b»  oblitcfAti-d  }  to  T'  '  ,  not  with  pic- 
torv  or  wi«h  m«dftiv  « !  -^  he  *cck  with 

■'  ~'h  UiLi-u.  iL.i  ^iuiiude,  which  he, 
now  roimiik't  lu  nut  uawurthy 
f\i|p.'  aiuurta]  iipirit." 

Swrrlr  tlus  ia  meomtttent  with  "  eoiiilly  to- 
wviU  Milton/*  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  im- 
|«Ueii  to  Johnson  u{)*>n  this  occaaion,  adding, 

*  I  euuld  nil  ■lofl^;  o!«H?rve  that  John-ton  w?ein«d 
to  ai^fovtr  uot  ot\\y  of  the  de«igu,  hut  of  the  argu< 
mimSL  I  Mul  tevmed  to  ci.uh  in  a  (^ersiiA^ion,  thnt 
iW  n^tttaticm  of  Mihon  wah  liki^lv  to  suiUt  by 
iki«  dbrmwrjr.  "Vhut  he  wan  nnt  privy  lo  ihi-  uii- 
foMMra,  I  mm  well  per«iraiief{ ;  that  liu  wi»ht>il  well 
talkr  ar|;um«nt,  may  l>c  iitfi'mHl  from  thu  PrclMcc, 
wliicJ^  Imliibitably  won  written  by  John  win." 

]•  H  po^Ibl.-  t'.r  nnv  man  of  clear  judjrment 
totit|>pci9v  t'  in,  who  Ro  noblv  ]»rai>ed 

Ifta  Motinai '  of  Milton  in  a  Postscript 

t»  wi«  rrrr  '^tiixcovcry,"  as  be  then  supposed  it, 
oasid*  •!  too  Mnifs  time,  t-rnh  in  a  pTHuasion 
Ite  iImh  fpntlvoeVi  m  wa.«  likely  to 

■Ar  bf  ksf   Thii  if  :x  '^ncy  of  wdich 


WflUM   Lmuirt,   A.  »L  '    0*91.  Maji.   IT«7.    p,  404.- 

^tm  (f 


*•  Among  the  inquiries  to  winch  this  ardour  of 
erlLJctftm  has  naltifally  [^iwii  occnston,  none  i«  nmre 
obseure  in  itself,  or  mort*  worthy  of  mttumil  nirio> 
sity,  than  Brctrosp«>ct  ofthi?  progress  of  this  miifhty 
genius  ill  the  conaiructton  of  Iiih  tvork ;  a  vic«v  nf 
the  fabric*  gradually  rising,  pcrlinp*,  frgm  snijill 
beginnings  till  its  foundation  resti  in  the  ccnlrv, 
and  its  turrets  sparkle  in  the  akii>»;  to  trace  buck 
the  structure  through  oil  its  Tarietie^  to  Ihi?  mu- 
pUcity  of  its  first  plan ;  to  find  what  was  fir<t  pro. 
jected,  whence  the  iichcme  was  taken,  how  it  wma 
improvctl^  by  what  assistance  it  was  eiecutt-'d,  and 
from  what  stores  the  inatcriats  were  colld-terl ; 
w-bether  its  founder  dug  tlicni  from  the  qiiarrie*  of 
Nuturci  or  dcmoli&hed  other  buildings  to  embellish 
hi*  own.* 

la  this  t!ic  langiiage  of  one  wbo  wished  to 
bloat  the  laurebs  of  ililton  ? 

JOHNSON  TO  RICHARDSON. 

"  Diua  SiK,  —  ITiough  Oartwa  w»nis  nu  licJp 
from  external  splendour,  I  was  gl«d  to  see  hw  im- 
proved in  her  appearance,  but  more  plnd  to  find 
that  jhe  was  now  got  above  all  feari  of  prolijiily, 
and  confident  enough  of  ^ucce«  to  supply  whtn- 
ever  had  hfcn  hitherto  suppressed.  I  never  indeed 
found  a  hint  of  any  »uch  defalcation,  hut  1  r«» 
prelled  it ;  for  though  the  story  t»  long,  eviry 
kttef  is  nhort. 

'*  1  wish  you  would  udd  an  intltr  rerum  ',  thul 
when  the  render  recoliecLs  any  incident^  he  mny 
easily  Hnd  it.  which  at  present  he  eaimot  do,  unlesa 
he  knows  in  which  voluinu  it  is  told ;  for  ('fflri4«.« 
is  not  It  fH-Tformance  to  be  read  Mrith  eagerness  and 
laid  asiide  forever;  hut  will  be  oeeasujiiully  con- 
sulted by  the  busy,  the  nged,and  the  studious  ;  and 
llierefore  1  bcp  thjil  this  edition,  l»y  which  I  ^up* 
pose  posterity  is  to  ahiile,  may  wttut  nothing  iliiit 
can  fuctUtntc  its  luc.  I  am,  sir,  yours  &c< 
—  Rick.  Cor,  ♦*Sa«1.  JoiiasoN." 

Though  Johnson'd  circuuisiancca  were  at  tlib 


»*^ii|     III  f#rl4pfitlr  wrttum  by  Joho«i»]  tor  prJntiog     AMwar  cxtfaiuttttwin.  ^  ut    Minv-Ti  »^»  ar  th?«   flmr-  ^  ry 
ItoiMMMiMBma]  «<Cir»ou*.vlDi  «TfiuuUtiuti  mmI  Notes      adsU.u  i 


.->  hud  hhn> 


tr«i    Oil?    Iiitu*].  «— 

to   «    nAvH  will 


III  un 

■sry 

IaIv*. 

hl<  * 


il  (juifll)  duwii  tilt 
'.-i«ke  thr  rrnilt  ft'om 


^jm^^rn^.^  LM..       ■» 


i,^ 
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timt!  fur  from  being  eosy'^  liis  humant?  juiU 
chariuble  lUsiiositicm  was  constantly  exerting 
itself.  Mrs.  xViina  \ViHiani5,  daugbtcr  of  a  very 
iiipitiious  Welsli  physician,  and  a  womiin  of 
more  iJian  ordinary  tiilents  aud  literature, 
having  come  to  London  in  hapes  of  bdnj^  cured 
of  a  cataract  in  both  her  eyes,  which  afterward? 
ended  in  total  blindnegR,  was  kindly  received 
us  a  eonslant  visiter  at  his  house  while  Mrs. 
.jolmson  liv«d ;  and,  after  her  dcnth,  having 
come  un{ler  his  roof  in  order  to  have  an  opera- 
tion upon  her  eyes  nerfuTnied  with  more  com- 
fort to  her  than  in  lodgings,  she  had  an  apart- 
ment from  him  during  the  rest  of  her  liie,  at 
all  timctf  when  he  bad  a  house.' 


'  Mr,  Vrlor,  who,  in  propjirlnp  hi*  Lt'ff  i}f  CoUnrtith,  haJ 
ftec«M  to  the  papm  <ot  NfWlwrT.  Itic  bookftetler,  found 
l^veriil  uotei  or  Jvb-<^--M'-  ■*  'l^'i  t^-'  "1  *"i.lk'itltlif  itti*ll 
t«>»u*,  of  ow  mid  /'  I7f/)  JoUnion 

piu^ed  to  Newbery  t  - 1  Sn/,    1  |ire- 

•  rimn  for  suifancr*  <>  "    Mr.  Prior 

fi>uiid  altii  thv  original  3tiiU'iiit:.Lluf  Jiu  dLCounlhctwcptt  him 
auij  JotiMon  lor  the  tdl^r,  whrn  collectwl  into  vuluuict. 


i)r, 

£  f.d. 
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4  B«<rnre  |ho  calamttj  of  total  depHrattoa  of  rtKhtbcfdl 
Mm,  WUlUinn.  the.  with  the  AsflitAnrp  nf  h<r  fnthrr.  hud 
a£qalr^d  a  kno»lod^  or  th«  French  a Li>!  .iiApe«, 

and  hod  nia<tfi:  grrat  imprornnentt  In  !>  •  h,  to- 

tfelher  with  Ihi*  uxfrrii*!  o(  h»»r  nopdl*.  .n  n  vprr 

dpxtcroui,  ai  well  nn^'^  •^-•■   i- •=-  -^f  '■•  ■  --ri', 

tribwtfd  to  fuppon  ' 

it  wai  thought  bj  li  i 

fr*mi  thi'   Ij.inrt  of  ;u!      .  ,.  -  ■■! 

I  I  went  HiLti  Uiir  lo  -.  ..iiiM<>l 

surpwjn  of  tiuy'i    '  <   had 

nnjArstind  that  he*  -^  if  the 

cir  ir.ii  t  w Tii  ripe;  but  upon  maklrjg  tin*  fs  jw  Tti.i,  nt  It  was 
found  otherwlw,  and  that  the  rry«tJilIine  huirmuf  wai  not 
BiitHrU'iiith-  Jti?.]>hi'.Ttrd  for  fh»*  npfHtlc  to  tJikc  i-tT-.Tt.  Shp  had 
f  "  t  .)f  Mri,.rn), 

>  n-vi*r  r*"»iilfil  . 

■  I   prrfiirinJii;^ 

'"''<<.      U^MPDi    I .iu-   .,'i 

!  Jiifi  tiil  ht'  mnove'd 

I  liM  (Jiklui;:  a  houio 

Mvitod   hor  tbllbcr, 

iuii  hU  I'Lit  tiiiUM..ti;i  liult  Court,  &he  sucri>«- 

T  the  remalttdcr  of  her  lif«.     Thp  loi»  of  hFir 

i:t  ji  jiuialt    iiliitiin  lit  «f  her  cfaecrfuineii,  RTid 

her    «tudioi.      Wiih    the 

,    khe  trinilatml   from  the 

ii'.'  of  thr  V.mjn'Tf\T  ,UiHnn," 


1   (utHctcnt  for  her 

•  ned  undertVifHUugi 

I   ratllf  pruTokn)  to 

-i,  »>m\e  rXcoUrnt  moral 

li  man  coiupicuous  than 

Hill  h.ii>]>ior««of othrn, 

'Mde  fn  fjivimr 

lUcm  of  poor 

T.oflilort,  flip. 


a«»i*t4nci>  t' 

KlrnrhMfP 


CHAPTER 

175-2— 1753J 

Prvffmt    of  ihf    Dictinnary,  — *^ 
fUnnUer,  —  Datth  nf  Mr:  JttKt 
that  Occtiaion,^^  iHtcripiion, — EpU 
Jiartter.  —  Robert  X^vtH.  —  Sir  Jo 
—  Bmnet      Langlim.  —  Tiipham 
J{fhngon'M  Share  in  **  The  Atlremtn 

Is  [762  Johnson  was  almost  CDti] 
with  hia  Dietjooaiy.      The  last 
Rambler  was  published  March 


la  a  Kreat  meaiare  to  cmoolh  the  constttufl 
her  temper.  When  th<-«e  partimilari  are  ■ 
marjr,  which  be^an  with  rtjinpai«lnn.  Al>d  1 
rricndih^p  that  lUhfiitH  till  drath  (Ii«aotr(s4| 
acrnuntMl  for,  ^  tt(twkinM,  p.  M%  1 

Mr«.\Vitliam!iniu  a  perioo  ojitnTnilj-ftitcf 
imtomiDon  ftrmncsi  or  mltid.  n  !  «i 

in«>mory.  and  »tranfr  jud|nn«nt  i 

plcasioif.     Her  p^Tionnf  nffllrv  i 

nrtemrd  to  forget,  r  i| 

kUidneit:  (ho  wa  ii 

bod^r  that  waa  tn  <  1 

wa*  formed  with  i\<^  <•  -;.>  m.  .■  « 

that  her  voice  noror  hesitated  v  j 

or  recitt'^1  hii  <fnod  d<^pi1»  ;  tho»i  j 

her  want  of  ilffht  led  her  to  rnak  u 

to  BfTt'ct  her  speech-  Mr«.  WIULun^  ***»  bliqi 
aef|iJAititi.<d  with  Dr.  Johnion.  She  hAd  ^ 
thuufih  ntmc  very  Jtreat.  With  the  \fiit' 
preDpraUy  pstne^l  a  pan  of  the  year,  and  re«| 
preivnti^  xtid  from  thp  first  who  died,  a  lefca^ 
money.  The  la#l  of  them.  Mrt,  J^ne,  lefl 
retit ;  but  from  the  blundf^ridg  manner  of  tJi 
never  reaped  the  bcnetit  of  it.  The  ladi*  le^ 
jihoipltal  foranriunt  maiiU  :  Imt  the  number 
being  too  L'r»  •■*  '  •'  "^  ■  "-■►'.. n,  the  DoelQflf 
It  would  h'  ><■  word  mem 

\fy  ttarvci^'  ■  p.ild*.    11)«y^ 

iiiun<»  thou i  I  .  -  ^  i  led, 'Let  It  M 

Witm.'  [Th«.>  u^uuk- 4<r^  u«li-kuown  tarenf 
frirmer  dnfs.] — "  Lady  flilUipi  made  ber  ii 
allowance,  %nd  tome  dthrr  \VMi»h  Indie*,  toi 
wu related.    SSra. Monti l  U-athii 

Httled  upon  her  Hnrdfi  •  |>er  i 

na  I  can  caloulatBjgMrt.^N  . '  unit  i 

poamli  a  jrear.  The  furriuiiri'  -.nr  u»ed  [In 
Dr.  Johnion't  home]  wa*  her  own;  ber  e«j 
tea  and  bread  and  butter  being  at  least 
iDcnt  Bnmetiines  Uie  had  a  *ervaDt  or 
ruder  nfficea  of  the  hmiw ;  but  iliv  wm 
Inilurirloiii.  1  have  freqaentlj  Men  beral 
marltiiiL'  inr    nl.iv  Iut    f,irilitv   in    miivimr 

i»'*flri'  « 

Ofr-I  » 

conn,  ;y 

Joyed  t!ui; 
hiindnett, 

linm  lrop;ii>  n 

and  hiiinaiiv.    .- /r.i%  Xuf^'/ir.     ..ifj;, ,  i>   v4 

I  VH*  hof  now  — a  pale,  ihrunken  ohi  liidy^ 

let,  made  in  the  bandiomo  Fn?nrh  la«hl«ff)  (^ 

witbaluo  cap.wH'   •-■    "  "- '     r if 

iemplet,  and  a  hii-  ' 

remirded  aa  mark  r 

dted  hy  *onie  of  i 

Tlr,  Johnion'l  hm  it 

ihall  Uirgel.  or  tli  '. 

DotMHly  from  whii-  t 

dtTlvinir   high    Idt-i*    of   mor.U    rri-tiliii<l« 
Mt^tKtiri,  vol.  11.  p.  143. 

rWOtCFff. 


Sec  poH,  nib  Nd| 


hi*  uiiiitoiri  ! 
ri"ltirn,  viic  r 


■  r.      In 
.■^04  of 

'J  CO,  as 


plun 


J 


1  ^  vrus  ft  cessation  for  swni? 

I  '  n>n  of  lii«  uleiitM  Hd  an  eiSMy- 

w.     iiut,  iu  lije  jsttuie  yeftr,  Dr,  Hawkesivorih, 
fku  mw  hiT  wann  admirer*  ami  n  Rludiuus 
|ui<  vie,  and  tlirn  lived  in  |*reat 

IU,  hpcrnn  a  periodical  papcT, 
w,'  '  in  connection 
r  whom  woA  Jolni- 
11  i)r.  Uiilimrst ;    nnd, 
r.'CL'ived  nijiny  vahiaMe 
li»  t'i.M  t  ..'      .  ..  ....^.lUoUf  ujost  of  hiii  fi lends 

iiiin<;  been  »o  assisted  in  the  course  of  their 
wtjrk*. 

'Thnl  tiicrc  s>ln»Mld  be   a  suspension   of  his 
Vnt^rckrj  Uboujf  durinsi  a  port  ot  the  juor  J  752, 
•lU  t»o«    »ccm  *tran|j:L\  vfUvn  it  is  considered 
ikti  ipoon  fii>^r  r]<>sin^  hia  Rambler,  he  sufl'ered 
klimt   ^  '-can  be  no  doubt,   alTected 

iriin  »  pest  dlstnisa.      For  on  the 

tTlli  f»i  AL»n::ii,  O  S.,  his  wife  dJed.     Why  Sir 
itihsk  ilmmkmi   should    unvramintably    take 
«|»n  ^TT--    -    -  To  rupptme  that  Johnson  s  fond- 

MM  f  intctnbkd  (meanine;  simulated 

aruttiii...    .   ;,   ..ill  to  aaiiert,  that  ir  it  was  not 

the  BMC*  '^^  it  wa«  a  lesson  he  had  learned  by 
fi4c,*  1  cjumot  iYinceive;  unless  it  proceeded 
frma  ft  want  of  similar  feelings  in  hia  owti 
W^Otft.  T»i  nnrtje  from  her  being  much  older 
tlMn  J  any  other  circuuistaneea,  that 

*  1 V  love  hcr»  is  absurd ;  for  love 

of  reasioning,  but  of  feeling, 
re  arc  no  comn»on  principlea 
m- 

>W9 

..,.i,i.T-  ,,i  the 

>ns  of  whidi 

...  ^ substantiated 

ftm^   very   solemn   and   aflecting 

I  afirr  Dr.  Jiihn^on's  dt.»cc*UHe, 

\t.  Francis  Barber,  who  dc- 

I  iiy  friend  the  Reverend 

r  Utingtou,  who  at   mj 


earnest  rorjuest  has  obligingly*  favoured  me  with 
a  copy  of  ii,  which  he  and  1  compared  with  the 
origmal.  I  present  it  to  the  world  aa  an  un- 
doulUed  proofof  a  circumstance  in  the  clmrncter 
of  my  illustnous  friemi,  which»  llioui,di  some, 
whose  hard  minds  I  never  shall  envy,  may 
attack  :i«  guperstitioua,  will,  I  am  sure,  endear 
hint  moro  to  nund>iTa  of  ^'otid  mon.  1  havtfan 
additional,  oud  that  a  pei-aonal  motive  for  pre- 
sentJri].'  it,  becaii«e  it  Fjuirlions  what  I  myself 
have  always  maintained  and  am  fond  (o  in- 
dulge. 

"A\m%  Vu  l^^2,  bctitg  After  12  at  Niglit  of  the  20ih. 
"  O  Lord  1    Governor  of  bt^avcn  and  earth,   in 
whos^e  bands  are  einltodit^d  ami  departed  spiritM,  if 
thou  hos^t  ordaint'd  the  sovdi  of  the  dead  to  mitdjiler 

j  to  the  living,  and   appointed  my  departed  wife  to 

,  have  care  of  mo,  ^ant  that  1  may  tnjoy  the  good 
efTeet^  of  her  attention  utid  miui^tration,  whether 
exercised  by  appeanuiep,  impulses,  dreams,  or  in 

I  dny  other  manner  agreeable   to  thy  governm«.*iil. 

I  Forgive  my  prt'sumption,  enlighten  my  ignorauce, 
aud  howcTcr  meaner  a^i^etit^  arecmphiy«l,gTr«r>t  me 
the  ble«sed  iafluenec&  of  iliy  holy  Spirit,  through 
Jc«us  Christ  our  Lord.      Amen" 

What  aetUftUy  followed  upon  this  most  in- 
teresting piece  of  devotion  by  John.nnn,  we  are 
not  informed  ;  l)nt  I,  whom  it  hjis  pleased  God 
to  aflliet  in  a  similar  manner  to  iLat  which 
occasioned  it,  have  eertatn  cxpcrienec  of  be- 
uijiruant  communication  by  dreunip,* 

That  his  love  for  hif  wife  was  of  the  mc»st 
ardent  kind,  and,  during  the  longf  perim!  of 
fifty  years,  was  unimpaired  by  tlie  lapse  of 
time,  is  evident  from  vartouH  paasa^es  in  the 
series  of  his  Prayers  and  Mcdifatunts  ^.jmh- 
liiihed  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Strolian,  m  well 
as  from  other  memorials,  two  of  which  I  select, 
ti9  Btronglj^  mnrking  the  tenderness  aud  sensi- 
bility of  his  mind. 

"  iMarch  28.  175,1.  I  kept  this  day  as  the  uxjni- 
vcrsary  of  tny  Tctty*i»  death,  with    prayer  a.nd  i<far& 


U   »»    M 


.1.1.     l.^. 


•Sit. 


— Tt*r,  tr<?fy  Justljr.  ttiat  inch  n  uti»  of 

)  D..   (ocnnd    ton   of  JtihiiXMt'i 
.    J  I*  and  KiiiK'i  Printer.     He  di«3d 

.fc  dird  In  J<itt*v  1750  :  hU  Lifr  of  .Tnlni. 

..  rUti  Aprtt.  I7iT.      S,4^  thf  Irir-r  t.i   "Vlr, 


t#.ry  Ukmiy  Oint  thr  Ji>M  oi 
d  it.  had   It  Dot  iMt-n  ali 


fcta  •ftpiil 

'm  (if  rv««ii 

#.  p.  M.  n.  .%.  miH 
I  IllfUtir  bM  in  ) 


wnriU  Jtihn«on,  anil  it  «•• 
,1-ter  of  anthorltjr  whlrh  n 
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in  the  tnortitng.     In  Ihc  cvoning  I  prayed  for  her  | 
conditionBlly.  if  it  were  lawful."  j 

'♦  April  ti'S.  1753.  I  know  not  whcllier  I  do  not  ' 
too  much  indulge  the  vain  lunj^ings  of  alTection  ; 
but  I  bopetliey  uitcueratc  my  hejirt,  aii.I  that  when 
I  die  like  my  Tclly»  this  affection  will  Ue  acknow-  | 
ledgcd  in  a  happy  interview,  and  tl»at  in  the  mean 
time  I  am  incited  by  it  to  piety.  I  will,  however, 
ktiot  (leirtate  too  njuch  from  eomnoon  and  received 
'Methods  of  devotion."' 

Her  wedding- rinff,  when  she  biscame  his 
wife,  wfts,  after  her  death,  preserved  by  Liin, 
a«  long  as  he  lived,  with  an  afTectioDAte  care, 
in  a  Utile  round  wfKKlen  box,  in  the  inside  of 
which  he  pastod  a  slip  ol  juipcr,  thus  inscribed 
by  bim  in  fair  chiirai-t<:;rs,  as  follows :  — 

«  Eheu  I 

•«  Eli*.  JobuMon, 
"  NujiU  Jul.  iP  17S6, 

*•  Murtum,  eheu  ! 
"Mart  IT*'  1752."  * 

After  his  dealli,  Mr.  Francis  Barber,  hia 
faithful  servant,  and  residuary  legatee,  offered 
thiB  menional  of  tenderness  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Por- 
ter, Mrs.  Johnaon*s  daughter ;  but  she  having 
declined  ^  to  accept  of  it,  he  had  it  enamelled 
Its  a  uiouniinji  ring  for  hia  old  master,  and 

E resented  it  to  hia  wife,  Mrs.  Barber,  who  now 
an  it. 


I  UIw  Seward,  with  equsit  truth  and  t.i*t<>.  that  «Xptf%%rt 
faerielf  conwniina  the**  nnd  tluiiiAr  jiuAA^in  :— "  Tboie 
phariulc  tncdltationi,  wtth  their  popifh  prajen  for  old 
Tclty'isoul;  th«ir  eo«>Crit«  jparod^  about  lymg  iu  bed  on  a 
IDomlog  ;  drinking  creunod  lea  on  n  (ut  day  ;  tnoring  at 
■crmo»i;  and  huvjug  mnittwl  to  [Hinder  well  Bel  dnd  the 
DrAROiuand  Tnbit  and  bii  I>ok."  And  in  anothier  lettrr  ihcf 
do*i*  iioTiit'rujjk'  lo  lay.  Miat  Mr,  Bo»wdl  cnnf.'i»cdto  herhli 
tde^that  JoliDton  wa»  "  n  ItoinAn  CathriUc  in  his  heart."  MU« 
a«w«r^'t  credit  Is  by  thlt  time  m  low  that  It  it  hardly  luvcs- 
«V7  to  obcorve  bow  imprtjlkalde  it  u  timt  Mr.  Unnn^n  rmiKI 
hATPtnade  any  «och  cotifciition.  Dr.  Juhmon  thouj^ht  cha- 
ritxbljr  of  tbe  Jtoman  Catiiolic*,  and  derended  their  rvUgioa 
(rota  the  coarie  languagv  of  our  poUtiatl  tetU,  which  call  li 
Imiil.nK.  and  tdolnlrou*  (prtif,  Oct.  26.  1709),  but  he  itT(>Tl- 
•  I  rncd  alt  participation  in  tb«  dcictriiMit  of  that 

.»#,  Maf  3.  nn  i  April  5.  177G;  October  10. 
r.  X   I7B4).       Im\j  Knight  (anti,    p.    94.)  <th« 

niiHhor  oi    MkuCoM  !    author  or  '^  Slnrnn  Fta- 

Hi««rtt«,"  wrote  from  Itoole^— "  Dr.  John»or!** 

pciliticfl]  prindplpi  r  i  i.  in  church  and  atate :  he 

wUJMd  power  to  th*?  ki!i;L:  ..mi  lo  tho  headi  uf  the  churtth, 
■I  Ite  iaw»  of  EniiliutJ  hiivo  I'litabUfhcd:  but  1  knuw  hf» 
dllUked  Hb3oIiitt>  (.luwrr  :  and  I  .\in  very  iuro  of  hi*  di»n(j- 
prabatiou  of  tb«  dodriuf*  uf  tliu  Church  of  itomp  ;  iMY-Htiie 
ilMMK  three  weeki  b«forr  we  came  aiiri>iul,  be  taid  to  my 
OontfUa.  "You  ar*  grfivip;  where  the  oitentattoui  pomp 
of  ehurcb  c«renoiDl«i»  attractt  ih**  ImAfrlixailoa  ;  but  if  thry 
want  Co  perwiade  you  to  change,  jou  Tnu$t  remember,  that 
by  btcreaabie  yonr  faith,  jou  may  be  p«r*nadcd  to  become 
Turk.*  If  taese  were  ctbt  the  words,  1  hHTe  kept  up  to  th#i 
•xpr<cit  mennlo^."  Mrs.  Ploiii  aay«.  "Though  belored 
by  all  hli  Homan  Cutbolie  nvquainUuieet  y«t  waa  Mr.  Johti- 
•ou  A  m«Mt  unahnken  ChmrcA-i^-Enxiamd  man ;  and  1  tliitik, 
or  at  leaat  I  once  did  thiak.  that  a  Tetter  written  by  him  to 
Mr.  Barnard,  the  king'a  librmrian,  when  ho  W3i»  fn  Italy  c^}U 
Icctluf  book*,  eoot^oed  aome  very  particniAr  advice  to  hi« 
fHendtotteau  hit  guard  a^t-*  '*■  •  -•■■■••"  ->f  the  Churrh 
SnatI] 


of  Rome."    And  finally 
more  likely  to  esprm  hlf  r 
formal  <ui>'rMiiti— win  n  it  m 
JJ73).  • 
erect*"- 1 


be  tlioiifthi 
'  ven  a  more 

.  *'.  ^prU  30. 
'kiiUkl  niUEi  »tiualU  Id  Tutiu-e  be 
hen  some  one   to  cunvcrtAtion 


;  f,  Johnimi  ot»aer»'cd,  *'  Why,  ilr, 
('nttiulic,  I  would  not  ha^e  tiili  to  be 


aaPupr  w  h  i  H" 
«lr»l/ ~  CkoEia. 

>  II  fscnit  as  ir  Dr.  Jobnton  hati  b<!«n  n  little  athamed  of 
the  dUproportlon  betwoon  bia  agr  and  that  of  hi*  wffc,  for 
neittMirin  thii  biMTlptlon  nor  that  orer  her  grava,  written 


The  state  of  mind  in  wbiclt  a 
upon  the  deiilh  of  a  ivouian  whon^ 
lovcs^   had   been   in  hi.i  contt^mpj' 

f rears  before.  In  Ida  laKffK,  wc  || 
owing  lervent  and  tender  fi[)«eili  d 
addi'eased  to  hia  A»pa»ia  '. —  | 


'*  Fitjm  those  bright  rc^ioov  of  eterajl 
Where   now   thou    shiu'st   Amonjjjj 

MintH, 
Arrny'il  in  purer  light,  look  down  I 
In  pleasing  viitions  and  a^UAvive 
O  I  soothe  my  soul,  and  t«acb 

thee.** 


I  have,  indeed,  been  told  by  M 
lins,  who,  before  her  marriage,  litl 
tinic  with  Mrs.  Johnson  nt  Ham 
fiho  indtjlgctl  herself  in  country  | 
livht)^,  at  an  unequitable  expense,  w 
butid  was  drudging  in  the  lunoke 
and  that  she  by  no  means  treated  I 
coinplsiccncy  which  h  the  most  engl 
in  a  wife.*  But  all  this  is  perfectlj 
with  his  fondness  for  her,  eniociall 
remembered  that  he  had  a  high  o| 
understandiniTi  ^n^i  that  the  imprci 
her  beauty,  real  or  imaginary,  h4 
mode  upon  his  fancy,  being  continl 
had  not  been  cfFacet],  thotigh  aht 
doubtless  much  altered  for  the  f 


'"1 

thirty  yeart  later,  doea  he  meodoa  her  mc  ff 
deAtn  iiMtv-tkree,  _  CBOK.aa.  ^ 

*  OflWidtnl  perhntiH,  and  not  unreaaoDabl 

not  mentioned  in  Johniian'*.  will C,  IN| 

observed  to  me,  that  neither  hajl  tkt  to  her  «| 
Ji>hit«ou*i  death,  retnemtM-red  htm  —  but  n 
bare  thought  uf  John«on'«  outUvlnpf  her.  —  i 

*  "•  I  afked  blin/'  isyt  Mn.  Moit!,  "  If  > 
with   hi*   wife    (1    hail  heard    n  '     < 
aicly).     •'  Perpetually,"  Mid  hr 
reverence  for  rleanllnest,  ami 

liPM  in  herdre«i§  and  (urn1turt\  a ..;    ....11 

lx>come  iroublerotne  to  their  iM'st  frienii*,  %iM 
besonif .  and  oiily  »iph  fmr  the  hour  of  fwi,-e| 
bnndt  out  of  iht*  hnuse  Jif  dirt  and  Ui**lwn  ll 
fiodr  i«  M  r<irofiiirtattle,  »ho  would  tay  aomell 
twlttiDg  ;  till  at  hit  I  told  lier,  that   I   tbouJ 
tAlk  enmijTh  ntiout  l\ivfi<wr,  we  would  now  1 
the  teilingJ"    t)n  another  occtuiou  I  bave  U 
her  for  a  fault  many  peoplp  have,  of  •citing 
thi-lr  nelghtvourit,  half  unintentional ly,  half  i 
their  ryes,  sbowinR  them  the  b^d  «ilde  of  tj 
4itnatii»n,  &c.     He  s;|itl.  "  She  would  lament 
of  pupilnL'p  to  a  voime  heir.  Jvc.  and  once  U 
wh<4  r--"--'  K,.,  ..'i......  .1,..    in...........  ..^h— y 

bapi 

autii"  r 

.iiiy  I"    .  •\ 

tou    tllUl-h.' 

wa»  n  lilllc  '.' 

inii»e<l  Willi 

be  madci  oiit  ■s.iiii«>  .:.i-rjii'  i 

dialogue  he  preltsndeii  t*.  :t  '■! 

told  me  that  her  hair  w;  -  ) 

like  that  of .-»  hAby  ;  but  ;  ' 

and  WJt»  always  de»irous  : 

ciously  hlndcreil  her  Ir*  ■■  i 

her  at  Llekn^Qeld  whj  v»t 

I. OCT  Porter,  said  it  was  I 

hor  froTO  old  Levett,  wa» 

optUM"  ^  Pi<ji^:i.    Hut  Li\  ^;  I,    .,■,,.  ! 

And  i  Cauk^in. 

■^  I.  I  iRaxine  for  Febrnal 

was  I  '  aiding  to  be  thai  wi 

siMi  •  hi ,  wifp  ;  but  it  U  merelf 

the  i  ,    '  The  Idler."  no  tbe  deatl 

fictiti  -rh  17.    I7!^l,  O.  S., 

colour  lo  i::  "    .   -.VB,, 
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drQMUVil  fliock  of  aeparjUJon  tocik  place  in  the 

■  '" '•■'''    <.-..*■  i.-^l  Q  letter 

r,  which, 

i^,,.  .  ,      ,,  ^1    in    the 

numiiL^r  lie  lia<l  I'vor  rciul;  ««:>  that  it 

10   1m>  r»".rrt'ttt"(l  »r  has  not  been  pre- 

„ The  letter  wa-«  bnmi;lit  to  Dr. Taylor, 

■t  1m  brTTfn'  fn  thr  rlniMtor:?,  Westminster,  about 
t}  and  as  it  sin^nified  an 

c^  uIt  h«  got  up,  and  went 

to  J  uL:  iL;  he  wiia  dreftsed,  and  found 

ym  Ln  n  t-xtrenie  aj^itntion.     Ailer 

tHiQjr  *  ii'fJ'*  wuIl'  tojjeiher,  Johnson  retmeateil 
him   to  join   with    him    tn  pmyer.     He  then 

••' - -lid  l^r.  Tuylor :  iind  thus 

which  WJ15  iL'ver  his  pri- 
■iL'd  iivsnd  wtts,  in  sM>cne 
tid  corapo«-Ml. 
lie  wrot*.'  M  follows  :  — 


JOHNSON  TO  TAYLOfl. 

"March  I H.  \7h2. 
[fr*^n  Sum^  —  Lei  mi!  have  your  coiitpiuiy  and 
'  ' M  "        Do  no!  live  away  from  mc.    My  dis- 

:  i  .      t 

Mr*.  Tiylor  to  inform  tuc  what 
:  •)  buy  for   my  mi>ther  nnd   iMisi 
.  In  wiitinf;  with  you. 
•  ur  praycr%  for  vain  is  ihe 
;  .,..,,  .„ar  SIT,  Ac, 

»'  Sam-  Jomnjmjk.'* 

1  fxm  the  death  of  his  wife 

» hat  are  cominonlj  en- 

.c  liu  doubt,  from  the  information 

I  wrr^  then  aliout  him,  to  none  of 

li:m  to  Mr.  Francis 

rvant  •,  who  came 

'  *  after  the  dis- 

rii  aorjTTavAted 

-  .w.^diiitiou, 

in 

,_.i'ee- 

Ka  les  troubled  hia  uiurried 


state,  during  wliich,  he  owned  to  me,  thiit  the 
gloomy  irritability  of  \m  existence  vrm  more 
painful  to  him  than  ever,  he  mmht  very  natu- 
rally, aAer  her  death,  be  tenderly  disposed  to 
ehaj'ge  himself  with  slight  oniittsions  luid  of- 
fenec&,  the  aen^c  of  which  would  give  him  mueh 
uneasiness.*  Acc^ordingly  we  find,  about  a 
year  otter  her  decease,  that  he  thus  addrosRvd 
the  Supreme  Being  :  — "O  Loed,  who  givest 
the  LTrtce  of  repentance,  and  hearest  the  prayers 
of  the  peniterit,  grant  that  by  true  contrition  I 
may  obtain  forfjiveness  of  all  the  sins  committed, 
and  of  all  duiies  neglected,  in  ray  union  with 
the  wife  whom  thou  ha^t  taken  from  mc ;  for 
the  neglect  of  joint  devotiou^  patient  exhorta- 
tion, and  mild  instruction."  iPr.  arid  MeJ.  t). 
19.]  The  kijidness  of  his  heart,  notwithstand- 
ing the  impetuosity  of  his  temper,  is  well  known 
to  hia  friends ;  and  I  cannot  trace  the  smallest 
foundation  for  the  following^  dark  and  uneJiari- 
table  assertion  by  Sir  John  Hawkins:  —  *'The 
apparition  of  his  departe<l  wife  wjis  nItoj;ethcr 
of  the  terrific  kind,  and  hardly  afforded  him  a 
hope  that  she  was  in  a  state  of  hnppiiics*." 
That  he,  in  coDformity  with  the  npinion  of 
mnny  of  the  most  able,  learned,  and  pious 
Christians  in  all  n^c^  supposed  that  there  was 
a  middle  state  after  death,  previous  to  the  time 
at  which  departed  souU  are  linally  received  Uj 
eternal  felicity,  appears,  I  think,  unquestionably 
from  his  devotions:  —  "And,  OLoRi>,  so  far  us 
it  may  be  lawful  in  me,  I  commend  to  thy 
fatherly  goodness  the  mul  of  my  departed  wife  ; 
beseeching  thee  to  grtitd  her  whatever  is  l»e>t 
in  hcT  prexent  Mtidc^irndfimllt/  in  receive  her  ht 
eternal  hanpinrnsy*  [Pr.  and  Med,  p.  20,]  Dot 
this  slate  has  not  been  looked  u[>on  with  horror, 
but  only  a^  less  jrraejouft. 

He  deposited  the  remains  of  Mr«.  Johnson 
in  the  church  of  Bromley  in  Kent*,  tn  which 
he  was  nni)»al>ly  leil  by  the  residence  of  his 
friend  itawke^worlh  at  that  place.  The  luneral 
sermon  which  he  compose<l  fur  her,  which  was 
never  preached,  but,  having  been  jpven   to 


4nil   •'•♦  brniid^f      d#n.(-«   whtrli  {hnwrrrr   l»iiprr«lMit>le  Oio  fhrll  II    It  tiani  to 
itheT  of  Jnlini.*n  ft      r»'«li.L  lliul  Jnlitiwm  r«-*lKH<«l  to  Ur.  Italhurtl  *JI  ititt  prufil* 


ono      An^lt 

»r"t       IT"  I, 


tm.mmmmmtmitar''^ 


««**  tt^Ml«««rac««44tiJ  iK»n  i 


■  rl     1  Fl       JlJllI  iSlMi    5    M  i  «    :<  Jll'U    I  II  t  ";ill»l     I'M   '.  '    IM     '  <  ."•         «     H.  •#»  i  fc, 

t  Sep    hia    \*p%ut\fM\    An.l    KRi<ttnfr    Rnmblpr,    No.    M.^ 

'try   ,  ar«ft' 
'c»»  J   Jt 

.:;».-       Ifur. 


;ir  that  .)ultn«on  •••  ftitif  p<*rniwt«l  Oml 
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bos\nti:ll\s  life  of  joukson. 


Dr.  Taylor,  haa  been  published  since  hm  death, 
18  a  peHurmance  of  tincoiumon  excellence,  and 
fall  of  rational  and  pious  comfort  to  such  as  arc 
depressed  by  that  severe  atHictioii  whieh  John- 
noii  felt  when  he  wrote  it.  \Mien  it  is  con- 
aidered  I  hat  it  was  written  in  such  an  an;itatiun 
of  mind,  and  in  the  short  intervid  between  her 
dcMith  and  burial,  it  cannot  be  read  wiiliout 
won<ler. 

From  Sir.  Franeia  Barber  I  have  had  the 
followin«r  authentic  and  arUe:}i!ii  account  of  the 
situation  in  which  he  found  him  rceentlv  after 
his  wife  »  death  :  —  "*  He  waa  in  great  adfiction. 
Mrs  "Willianii  wivs  then  living  in  his  house, 
which  wtth"  in  (Jou;jh  Square.  He  was  busy 
with  tl>o  Dictionarv.  Mr.  Shiels,  and  some 
others  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  formerly 
^vritten  Cnr  him,  used  tu  come  about  him.  He 
ftail  then  little  for  himsM'lli  but  fretjuently  sent 
ruorjey  to  Mr.  Shiels  when  in  di&tress.  The 
frien'Is  who  visited  hin»  at  that  time,  were 
rhii'lly  Dr*  Bsithurst',  and  Mr.  Diamun<l,  an 
Jip»ihci'jiry  in  Cork  Street,  Burlinfj^ton-g^ardcna, 
with  whom  he  and  Mrs.  Williams  peuerully 
dinc<i  every  Sunday.  There  was  a  talk  of  his 
jroin«^  to  fceknd  with  him^  which  would  riro- 
huWy  have  happened^  had  he  lived.  Tnere 
were  also  Mr.  Cave,  Dr.  Hawkcsworth,  JVIi'. 
llyland,  merchant  on  Tower- hi II,  Mrs. Masters'', 
the  poetess,  who  livc<1  with  Mr.  Cave,  Mrs. 
Carter,  and  sometimes  Mrs.  ^lacaulay^;  also, 
Mrs.  Gardiner,  wife  of  a  tallow-chandler  on 
Snow-hill,  not  in  the  learned  way,  but  a  worthy 


ojcaei 

1 

CHiiF 


mciTKory  by  the  following  i*plut|ih,  wbtcb  waf  [oicribed  OD  her 

tiiTiilwlonif,  ill  the  church  uf  Drumley  :  — 

Hie  co)>duntnr  rrllqixla 

ELIZADKTHi: 

Antlqiiik  Jarviiiorum  K«nte, 

PpjitUniriP,  apud  L«-ii*<'4irkn*fi.  ort«  ; 

Formoi*.  culta\  ingeniius.  nlc  ; 

t^fKorlf.  pritnU  QUputi.  IIktckjci  I'oftTBB, 

ScCUIldifl,  SAMITELIii  JOHNMH  : 

Qui  multiim  ainHUni,  dtuqu«  dvllitani 

Hoc  Upldc  roatexlt. 

OhU«  Lnodlni,  Mca*«  Mart. 

A.D.  MOCCLIL  DoiWEU.. 

//.->v  are  buried  the  remains  of  Kukabbth.  o/ Ihe  ancUM 

'  '-rii,  t]f  Pcatiing  tn   Lctcftterihirf.    Ikautifui^ 

'  ingchiirttt,  pi<mi.  Ihf  ufiji  in  tt  firtt  tnarrutgc 

f^T  ;  in  a  Mecowt,  qf  Samufl  JoknioH  :  who  ha$ 

i'>*-i  t>ti  iinth  tk't  ttone  her  wkum  he  much  hmfd  and  ttmg 

tamcnied.    She  died  in  London  m  yfarch.  17&2."  —  C,  ISiG. 

'  ^''    "-"^ ^— -^'  -  •»•--■- -^^  ' -'Iprftble 

I  Loii> 

jTOfnt 

.  s  iacrl- 

'<  M^Miutt  Che 

IS  pfl««ace  iQ 

Tb«Havan. 

ichI  ,   lor,  Batburit 

■■■fue  Tr^ija  ftiit."  — 


good  woman*:   Mr.  (now  Sir  J« 
noldfl ;  Mr.  Millar,  Mr.  Dodsley,  Mr.  Bom 
Mr*  Payne,  of  Paternoster-row,   bookawl 
Mr.  Strahan,  the  printer  ;  the  Earl  of  i 
Lord  Southwell  6,  Mr,  Garrick." 

Many  are,  no  doubt,  omitted  in  this  c 
of  his  fricndj*,  and  in  particmlai",  his  hui 
friend  iSir.  Robert  Levelt,  an  obscure  prac 
in  physic  amonn;gt  the  lower  peojjle,  his 
being  sometimes  very  small  sums,  tvomet 
whatever  provisions  hiii  ptitients  could  Hi 
him;   hut  of  such  extenijive  practice  in 
way,  that  Mrs.  Williams  has  told  me,  his  ^ 
was   from    Iluundsditch    to  MarylelKjne.. 
appears,  from  Johnson's  fliiiry,  that  thtir 
quaintance  commenced  ab<:mt  tlie  year  1 
and  such  was  Johnson's  predilection  for 
and  fanciful  e^itimalion  of  his  mo<Jerate  i 
ties,  that  I  hove  heai-d  him  suy  he  shoiih' 
lie  satisfied,  though  jvttcnded  by  jJl  the  Co 
of  Physicians,  unless  he  had  Air.  Levctt 
1dm.     Ever  since  I  was  acquainted  with 
Johnson,  imd  many  yesirs  before,  as  I 
been  aissured  by  those  who  knew  him  oi 
Mr.  Levett  had  an  apartment  in  his  houi 
hid  cliamhers,  aud   waited    upon    him 
morning,  through  the  whole  course  of 
and  tedious  breakfast.    He  was  of  tt 
lE^rotesquc  appearance,  stiflT  and  formi 
manner,  and  seldom   said  a  word  wl 
company  wais  prt^aent.' 

Toe  circle  of  his  friendsii,  indee<U  at 
was  extensive   and  various,  far  beyoi 


without  having  forgot  all  your  Ictions ;  sod  1  an  1 
Dot  without  prajing  moti  fervcntlj  that  Dm 
wftl  eoabl*  me  to  dnerre  the  approbntian  ai. 
10  great  and  ao  gtioU  s  mAti :  alas  !  you  DiUal 


(Iti'd  iM'foro  It ;  '*  fur  I'fun 


..  .]■, 

fciTI'll 

til  cn) 

V«'lll   III 

UlU    llM 


' ''<'U  two  Jeltert  from 
%  January  13.  aiul 
It  wofildi  •tNqn  that 

••'  '•'  TY-.thunl 
■•'  Tcart 
rbhU 

Liiiul.i;i.l ;  Ut  i«rulMl>U',  tticrulur*!,  joined 
ibu  WtMt  hullus.     The    lint  of  theic 

Ml  havn  rofu 

k'.  ill  ool  pre- 
>  n  in  iMt  iivrtd  ui  .trqii^uit  VdU  ihit  I  am 
I  *4ic  at  BarUaduea,  and  I  hope  1  majr  add, 


Ma; 


rnng   1 
hfiaTtli 


bapplncit  for 


HIT  vniii. 


droppiog  mj  pen,  fur  U  i«  \m\y 
the  gratltuda  that  U  due  tt\    ■. 
tloTiate  frtcnd,  aiid  molt  oblige 
TiioasT." 

Dr.  Johnfon  told  Mn,  Ploitl  that  be  lored 
Uatbur»l.  I>cti*»r  than  h<p  eii*!'  1' 
and  it  was  od  hhn  that  hf  Im'^^  4 

hc-lDg  a  goofi  hatfr -     " '  Dni r  11  .  s« 

to  my  very  h(!urt*»  rontcnt ;  ho  I  he 

rogvic,  nnu  ho  h^ted  a  V\hig  :  Ac  uiu  a  niy  ^mmI  M 
Crokxii.  j 

'  M-in-  '^T.istrr*  pubtithed  a  *inaU  Tolump  nf  pw 
173K  '*  F*inSll*r  Lt'llem  and  Fwint.*'  | 

Hh,  I  have  lUod  about  ITriCh  —  CiiOKitj 

^  !  w bridge,    ihter    of    Mf*    Au^frtt 

brklK'%  »'i*  """!  10   I733i  but  U  wai  v   -   ■"    '"-1 
wiki  niarrtcd  to  Dr.  Macaulajr,  a  r>b;»-  t 

account  wai,  in  respect  10  her,  Inr or  j| 

name,     Sho  waa  married  a  arcouil  im..  .  ...   ...   ,^ 

Graham,  with  no  iocroate  of  ropcctabiUly.  She  *iim 
—  Caoaga.  J 

*  With  thii  good  woman,  who  wai  Introditml  ■ 
Mrs,  Maiti^fr,  h«  kciH  upa  conatnut  Intcrcotirvo,  afl 
In-rcd  her  in  hit  witt^  bj  the  btquatt  of  a  book.  1 
A'ui».  17^^.  —  Cui^KKa,  J 

«  n<llx>rd  SoulhweU,  F.n.S.,tir»rd 

cecL!  n  17MJ.  and  «U«1  in  17W  „  r»o«S 

"  Kuut^ri  ix-vctt,  chough  an  Kn|[U*hn        ■     '     'l 
oarly  In  11  tea  waiter  at  a  coffe«^hou'^> 
•UFgeoni  who  frequented  It,  tindiny  \ 

turn,  and  attentive  to  th»"'  .-r.iii.-r..' 
hint,  anil  gave  hlBi  aoin 
afterward!  fVirottficd  blu. 

bjr  procuring  him  ireeatl'  1 

ami  anatomy  aa  were  read  hf  jla  ttbksi  inusciia 
perifxl.  Where  the  middle  part  <*f  hit  life  «»«fc  •! 
ceruitii.  He  resided  ahctiu  twtitit*  yr*n  nndor 
hosfiiiable  roof,  who  never  wiitltpd  Irim  10  Ite  rettf 
iDfcrkir^  or  treated  hlra  like  a  dciModcnt.  —  hTMtiij 
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Jbfli  In9i9I  gisfi^  -il.'     To   trace  liia 

attnidbitsnrr  Tc ^  I  rucuiar  purKon.  if  it 

eowi  In*  ii  !    Lk;  4  UtiU^  oi'  which  the 

lahfKir  wnii  repaid  by  die  ttflvuntage. 

fi  JL  ti>  be  iiiiide;  otio  of  which 

r.  m|  4K)  ettitnoiit   ?w  Sir  Joshua 

i;  .1  .  v.,  ,  >  •  '  Mj  dulte  dccu*,  and 
n  ih   tkliHiio    Iji-  I  an  unifiUTrujited 

in:  !ujit  V   In  {Ji.      .  .  of  \m  life-     AV  hen 

Ji'.n-ntt  livr<l  111  ('title  Strwf,  Cftveiuli.sh 
R.|--ir.  .  i,.'  II-.-. 1  ii',  ■■.  ';•-., :]v  to  visit  two  Lidios 
«"  .    1  (I,   Mi?-!i  CVitterella, 

4Li  1 .'  tterelL"      Reynolds 

a«4  i   iU<:rc^  and  thus  they  niet.^ 

Jljr.  I;,  -  T  have  observed  abuve,  had 

'  of  his  Life  of  Savaj.'e, 
luUuiratiou  of  Jobuson  a 
t>atii>n  rn*  less 
I  hiia  an|uaint- 
c  y^^icu  ui  one  vrho  wua 
bitiaas o^ffooenii  improvement,    Sir  Jii^h uii, 
WW  lucky  enough,  at  their  very  first 
;,  to  make  9,  rcmiirk,  whlo.h  wtis  so  tmuAi 
c«^»mmon-iiIa«:L  style  of  convers^ation, 
Jiiluii^  ivcd  that  Heyuolds 

I  tbe   L;  ^.:   for  himself.     The 

regiLlting  the  death  of  a  friend,  to 
f»wed    great    obiigatiunif;    upon 
objH-trved*  "  Yoti  have^  how- 
si   of  beltiff  relieved  from  a 
lurt  I  '    "      " '       '.V  ere  shocketl  a 

lilUe  ^tion,   as   tiv) 

acifiiii  .  >Hj.  .1  i>iiui*:ii  it  ill  his  clear 

aad  fisfcibi  and  was  luuch  plen::4ed 

with  \hmm.  ^  '"w  of  human  nature*, 

VJbk^  it  t% !  "m:  of  the  reflections 

Bii^clj  i  n»eqacnec  was,  that 


p-r^rer 


'x\u   lite.   K*iJ'i.ji 


J^f. 


fcS 


OfiUi 


orth 


1  C^«^B  C!tafl«C*<t«rTli 

>«»&  ^a  p<9  «#  ft  if«f  «»Tni* 


Hathur*( 

n«li.rr 

MUUt 


ftUiUOlUt- 


CrMl«r 

t)4'«|l)MI|llll» 

tl<f>i1 
Sh»rr*rd." 


sir  Jn&hiiA 


he  went  home  with  Reynolds,  and  $upped  with 
him. 

Jiir  Joshua  (old  me  a  pleasant  characterb- 
tii-nl  ancedotc  of  f)'olin>on  about  the  time  of 
their  first  ttcquuintanee.  When  they  were  one 
evening  tfi^ether  at  lIjc  Miss  CottereUi't  the 
then  Duchess  of  Argyle'^  and  another  ludy  of 
high  rank  came  in.  Johnson,  thinking  that 
the  JMias  C«>Herells  wenji  too  much  en^ossed 
by  them,  and  that  he  and  hia  friend  were  neg- 
lected, as  low  eon)puny  of  whom  they  were 
somewhat  aahamed,  p;ivwan^y;  and  retiolving 
to  shock  their  supposed  pride,  by  making  their 
great  visiters  iniao^ine  that  lus  friend  and  he 
were  low  indeeiL,  he  addressed  himgelf  in  a 
loud  tone  to  Mr.  lieynoldis,  saying, "  How  raurh 
do  you  think  you  and  I  could  get  in  a  week,  if 
we  were  to  wttrk  as  hard  as  we  eould  P  "—  as  if 
they  had  been  common  mechanics. 

His  acquaintance  witli  liennet  Lanplon, 
Esq., of  Langton,  in  Lincolnshire,  another  niueh 
viducd  friend,  commenced  soon  uftor  the  corv- 
eJusion  of  his  Rambler;  which  that  ccntl^tnun, 
then  a  youth,,  had  readwilli  so  much  udmlru- 
tion,  that  he  cjwie  to  London  chielly  with  a 
view  of  endeavouring  to  be  introduced  to  its 
author.*^  By  a  fortunate  chance,  he  happened 
to  take  hitdginga  in  a  house  where  Mr.  Levett 
frequcQtly  vinited;  and  having  mentioned  hia 
wigh  to  ^h  landlady,  she  introduced  him  to 
Mr.  Levett,  who  readily  obtained  Johneon'a 
permission  to  bring:  Mr.  Langt4>n  to  him ;  na, 
indeed,  Johnson,  ouring  the  whole  course  of 
his  life,  had  no  shyness,  real  or  aJTected,  but 
was  easy  of  access  to  all  who  were  prt^perly 
recommended,  and  even  wished  to  see  uuudiers 
at  hia  Ievi:ey  as  his  morning  circle  of  company 


«  Johnion  ^ 
rluttty.  itiat  < 


sentlnieiil  toowwhat  ilnll«r  tn  till 

«ni  nimU  to  fnpiUvnt  of  tafo. 

ti  ■  tpedei  of  rervata,  nod  tJtey 

I'.e  rM<nnp«vo»  U  a  plMiur*,  btif 

I>aIIii,'*— J.  BofWKU.,  iuii.    Tblt  U, 


ii.-dn   tiitl:1l'Hlv  II  will)  \\\f 


but  lo   the 

r«"i**iif<-  it  ^l^^c^T«  ; 
iag  lU 
Kinirrt, 

t,  on  nvhlc;!  UOkWttU 


irnv  mr<i 


ot  John  *N'oni)  t>\A^  of 
Sb«  aurriivd  UU  17<!7.^ 


tint  • 
i   )., 

•  .Mr.  Latifftoa  wu  onl]r  15  whm  the  Rutiblcr  wu  trr- 

ri>!r.^-.r,  ,i      »,  ivlfiir    lii!*rMl    Inirn    JilMiot     l~:<7     uml     hr  <  l<r.  1 1  .1     1    rU 


irwtcd   hlrii 


^m'%  \it^T-*r*.  al  lk»  pprioi  of  hli  nrlfe'l  death.  — 


Ltluri  :     iu  iijOTj    .u    rum  I'T^. if  lull  ii(i.-v>»ri, 
ij/*  —  Hill  Hawiani't  MemotrM,  »ol.   II. 
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miglit,  with  utrict  propriety,  be  callprl.  Mr. 
Lnng'tim  wan  cxceediiiji|ly  siirprised  when  the 
ftAjre  iii*st  appeared.  He  hud  not  received  the 
<imaUest  iiifiiniition  of  his  figure,  dr^s,  or  msiii* 
iier.  From  perusing  hia  writingg^  he  jjjineitid 
he  ahould  see  n  decent,  well-dre:it^  in  short,  a 
remiirkjibly  d*?corou9  philosopher-  Instead  of 
which,  down  fnmi  his  bi.Nslehiiiiiber  about  noon, 
came,  as  newly  risen,  tt  huj^e  niu-outh  fi^ire, 
with  a  bttle  (iiirlc  wi^f  which  Bearcely  eovered 
his  heiid^  anil  his  clotlics  huuipug  loose  about 
him.  Hut  his  conversation  was  so  rich,  fo 
animated,  iiml  so  furcibhs  and  in*  religious  and 
]M>litical  notions  so  conjjjenial  with  those  in 
whieh  liangton  had  been  educared,  that  he 
conceived  for  him  that  v(?neration  and  attac^h- 
menl  which  he  ever  preserved.  Johnson  was 
not  the  less  ready  to  k>ve  Mr.  Lan«Tton,  for  his 
liein^:  wf  a  very  ancii-nl  fuiuily  ;  for  I  have 
heurtl  him  say,  with  pleasure,  '*  Lanorton,  Sir, 
hri3  a  j»rant  of  fref-warren  from  Henry  the 
Seroml ;  and  Cardinal  Ste[dien  Lranjuton,  in 
Kinj^  Jtthn's  reign,  was  of  this  family ."* 

Mr.  Laiigton  alYerwanU  went  lo  pursue  his 
studies  ut  Trinity  CoUeiir,  Oxford,  where  he 
fonued  an  aefpiainlance  wilh  liis  fellow- Ktuilenl, 
Mr.  Tophuin  Beaiielerk* ,  who,  though  their 
o[)inions  and  inodea  of  lift*  were  so  dilFerenf, 
that  it  seemed  utterly  impnMiable  that  they 
should  at  idl  agree,  had  so  ardent  u  love  of 
literature,  so  acute  an  understanding',  sueh 
elegance  of  ramners,  and  so  wtUl  discerned  the 
excellent  qualities  of  Mr,  Lan^ton,  a  gentle- 
man eminent  not  only  f«»r  worth  and  leamJnf^, 
but  for  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  enter- 
taining conTcrsation^  that  they  became  intimate 
frienils. 

Johnaon,  soon  after  this  aequaintance  be^an, 
passed  a  considerable  time  at  fJ'xiijrd.  Jle  at 
first  thought  it  strange  that  Langton  shtmld 
SLHscviate  i^o  much  with  one  who  had  the  cha- 
racter of  being  hMisci,  both  in  his  ]>rineiples  and 
practice ;  but,  by  degrees,  he  himself  wns  fas- 
cinated. Mr.  lieauclerk'a  being  of  the  St. 
Alban*s  family,  and  having,  in  aome  parti- 
culars a  resemblance  to  Charles  the  Second, 
contributed,  in  Johnson's  imagination,  to  throw 
a  lustjpe  upon  his  other  qualities ;  and,  in  a 
ahort  time,  the  umral,  pious  Johnson,  and  the  I 
gay,  dissipated  Beaucierk,  were  companions. 
"  Wliat  a  coalition  !  (said  Garrick-,  when  he 
heard  of  thi* :)  I  shall  have  ray  old  friend  t^a 
bail  out  of  the  Round-houae ."  But  I  can  bear 
testimony  that  it  was  a  very  apeeable  assocJ- 
ation.  Beaucierk  was  too  polite,  and  valued 
learning  and  wH  too  much,  to  ofiend  Johnson 


■  It  !■  to  Iw  wondered  that  he  did  not  aIiio  miniitlnn  nbhop 
LmitOD.  •  dktiDKulihed  benefactor  to  tbc  cathedral  ot  UcA- 
JMl,  •nd  who  al»o  Kod  «  franl  of  rrw-wonrn  o»pr  hi*  palri- 
mon^  inbcxitaoce,  fram  Edward  I. ;  the  rftUiJontblp  might 
pfobnUr  be  u  clemrljr  traced  In  tht*  one  ra*D  a*  in  the  othur. 
See  Harwond't  Htaton  tjf  Ucl^fitkt,  p.  13^  —  CRoaca. 

*  Tophuwn  Beaujd«>r1^  otAj  whi  ot  Lord  Sidn«v  b<>.iuc]<^rk« 
third  luo  of  the  fint  Duk«  of  St  Altmn*.  «ai  G<irD  lu  \T^t 
and  entoflwd  Trinity  Cotlegv,  Oaford,  in  Novemtjer,  1767.  — 
Cbokkb. 


by  SAllies  of  infidelity  or  licentiousueM ; 
Johnson  delijshted  in  the  gtxKl  qnalitu 
Beaucierk,  and  hoped  t/o  correct  tlie  evil, 
numerable  were  the  scenes  in  which  Jali 
waij  amnst'd  by  the^e  youno;  men.  Beiiu< 
could  take  more  liberty  with  him  than 
body  with  whom  I  ever  saw  him ;  but»  on 
other  hand,  Beaucierk  waa  not  spared  bi 
respectable  companion,  when  reproof  waa 
per.  Beaucierk  had  such  a  propensity  to  » 
that  at  one  time  Johntnon  said  to  him,  " 
never  open  your  mouth  bnt  witli  intentk 
give  pain  ;  and  you  have  often  given  me 
not  from  the  power  of  what  you  said,  but 
seeing  your  intention."  At  atiother  ttaw 
plying  to  him,  with  a  slight  oltcrattai^H 
of  Pope,  he  said,  — -  ^| 

«  Thy  love  of  folly,  and  thy  scorn  of  footii^ 

Every  thing  thou  dost  shows  the  one,  and  ( 
thing  tlnm  suy'st,  the  other."  At  another 
he  said  to  him,  *'  Thy  botly  is  ndl  vice,  am 
mind  all  virtue/*  Beaucierk  not  seemh 
relish  the  compliment,  Johnson  said,  ** 
Sir,  Alexander  the  Great,«iarehing  in  tr| 
into  Babylon,  could  not  have  desired  ' 
had  more  eaid  to  him." 

Johnson  wma  soiltc  time  with  Be*    

hiiS  houine  at  Windsor,  where  he  was  entcH 
with  e.xi>erimcnts  in  natural  philosophy*, 
Sunday,   when   the  weather  wa*    very 
Beaucierk  enticed  him,  insensibly,  to 
about  all   the  morning.       They  wt 
churchyard,  in   the  time  of  ilivine  sei 
Johnson   laid  himself  down  at  his 
one  of  the  tomb- stones,      ''  Now,  Sir, 
Beaucierk)  you  are  like  Hojzarth's 
prentice."       When  Johnj^oti   got   his 
Beaucierk  said  to  him,  in  the  humoroi 
of  Falstaff,  "  I  hope  yoifll  now  purge,! 
cleanly,  like  a  gentleman." 

One  night  when  Beaucierk  and  Lar 
supped  at  a  tavern  in  London,   and 
about  three  in  the  morning,  it  ciuue 
heads  to  go  anti  knock  up  Johnson, 
they  could  prevail  on  him  to  join 
ramble.     They  rapped  violently  at  tlu 
his  chambers  in  the  Temple,  till  at  lasl 
peared  in  his  shirt,  with  his  little  blael 
the  top  of  his  head,  instead  of  a  uigld 
a  poker  in  his  hand,  imagining,  jirobal 
some  rulBans  were  coming  to  attack  hii 
he  discovered  who  they  werei,   and  i 
their  erraml,  he  smiled,  and  with  groi 
humour  agreed  to  their  profjosal :  "  W 
you,  you  dogs  f     V\\  have  u  frisk  wiC 


ud  g 

sntcH 
phjr*. 
veiy 

i 


*  "  Your  tailB  of  fotlki,  and  our  Hrom  of  fnolt, 

<  rurhapi  iomc  experiment*  In  «  i 
tbU  time,  a  fa»hioiiAbli>  curlwttr :  ti  > 
the  Tlntural   phtlcMophy   of  Mr,  Bejiu>  4 
went  vrrjr  <!epp Cmokf-K. 

'  Johnson,  ai  Mr.  Kprnbleobn'rYc*  to  tn«'.  inl|. 
had  In  hb  thouKhli  the  wordi  of  Hir  John  Brule  i 
whtcb.  doabllnt*,  ht  Uftd  »ef>n  rffircsenitsl  bv  Gl 
tun  tiparlv  tbe  tJfimc  pxpresaloo  Id  "  Tbv  Vto^i 
Act  \\L  ic'  1.  —  M*LU*(R. 
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U  and  they  Bollied  forth  to- 
(-Hsrik'hT  where  ihe  g;reen- 
' '  i'«  l>i^jiiiiniug  to  arrnnge 
itte  in  from  the  country. 
ild'in;  but 
lire  and 
I   ujvir  iLTLiii  r,   iijui    he   soon 
»i»  wt'Tf.  not  rc4isbfMi.     Tbey  then 
.....  .,<   ♦!,,-  Ti-.i-rhbotirino;  tavema, 

jiior  ealleii  Bishops 
;^  iiked' ;  while,  in 
rnnteii){it  of  ftli^p,  Lrom  which  he  had 
roTLvni,  he  refKtated  the  festive  lines, 
O  «liort  (hen  be  thy  reifrn, 
re  iw  Ui  1  be  world  again  !  "  • 

CT  did  not  stay  long,  but  walked  down  to 

t«f4  a  boat,  and  rowed  to  Billings- 

frk  and  Johnson  were   so  weU 

their  ainuisiiment,  thtit  they  re- 

to  perwevere  In  dissipation  for  tljo  rcat 

lUy.  biit  L.'in^ton  deserted  them,  being 

*  lo  1  ith  *omo  young  hidies. 

8c*'.  lor  "leaving   hi8  uocial 

lo  j;vi  j^ii  i-ii  with  a  t»et  of  wretehed 

i  girU*"     Gurrick,  beings   told  of  this 

I  huard  of ^our 


fruGc  t*(iilMrr 

wliich    -J 
diint  not 


do 


such 


m  the  Chronicle/ 
ici wards  observed, 
u   thing,     llid  wife 


id  year,  1753,  with  his 
r^  from  the  t'ollowinji 
I  itH.^(l  from  that  part  uf 
lit  a  few  day  a  belore  his 


**i«a  1,  1753,  N.  $.  i  which  I  »h«ll  um  for  the 

•'  Alnj?^ty  Cnp,  who  hast  continued  my  life  to 

t ,   by  the  (i»L*tance  of  thy  Holy 

■^e   tile   time  which   tboii  shult 

-I    uilvjtion.      Make  me  to 

thy  judgnunt^  and   thy 

.  consiilt-r  the  loss  of  my 

^on  from  me,   that  it  may 

fr'  ,  to  lejui  the  residuu  of  ray 

runt  Ihi*,  U    Loup,   fur  Je«d« 


A  -The 


II'  rjitiva  wiixt    I  lie 


1'^  write  April 
ziignaturu  T., 


ImroorlallM  in  hfi  P 
^  m»4  n£at,"'^Q#^   • 
'•rl,  or  Dr.  John»»ti 
[i»  art  In  Lord  Li 

Hi  M#ms  «»a  nxn  Ibui '.  — 


f^  |\b  I»  MO*  t»  Uaglt  and  drtnk  a^AiO' 


UoiWEti.. 


by  which  most  of  \m  pupern  in  that  collection 
are  disthijfuiBlicil:  \h\»^^t  however,  which  have 
that  signatnre,  and  also  that  of  AI^Mirgynu^ 
were  not  written  by  him,  bnt,  iw  1  suppose, 
by  Dr.  JBulLuiii5t.*  Indeed,  Johnson's  c«er;/y 
of  thonght  ami  richness  of  language  are  still 
more  deeisive  marka  tliiin  iiny  sigtuiture.  As 
a  proof  of  thl*,  my  readers,  I  nnatiine,  will  m»t 
doubt  that  No,  3!).,  on  ^leep,  ia  hia;  for  it  not 
only  has  the  general  texture  and  eolour  of  \m 
style,  but  the  authors  with  whom  he  was  peett- 
liarly  conversant  are  readily  introduced  in  it  in 
cursory  allusion-  The  tram-lutionof  a  passage 
in  Statins  ^  quoted  in  that  paper,  and  nuirked 
C.  B.,  had  been  erroneously  ascribed  to  Dr. 
Bathurst,  whose  Christian  name  wsis  Kithard^ 
How  much  this  amiable  man  actually  coTilrt- 
butOid  to  **The  Adveaturer,'*  caimut  be  known. 
Let  me  add,  that  f  lawke^worth's  imitations  of 
Johnson  are  sometimes  so  happy,  that  It  is 
extremely  dilhcnlt  to  distin^uiiih  thetu  with 
certainty,  from  the  composition  of  his  great 
archetype.  Ilawkcswortu  wui*  his  closest  imi- 
tator, a  circumstance  of  whii-h  lliat  writer 
would  once  have  been  proud  to  l>e  told;  though, 
when  he  ha<l  become  elated  by  havln;^  risen 
into  some  dejircc  iH'conijequence,  he,  in  a  c<m- 
versation  with  me,  hatl  the  provoking  eH'roti- 
tery  ^*  to  say  that  he  was  not  Benslble  of  it, 

Johnson  was  tndy  zealtaia  fttr  the  success  of 
"The  Adventurer;"  and  very  smm  after  his 
engaging  in  it,  he  wrote  the  following  letter  : 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEril  WARTON. 

••nth  .Mrtrrh.  I7M. 

*•  Dkak  Sir,  —  I  ought  to  hove  written  to  you 
Itcrore  now,  hut  I  uught  to  do  many  things  whu'h 
I  do  not;  nor  can  I,  indeed,  chtim  any  mcTit  Trom 
this  letter  J  for  Iwitig  de>ir*;<l  by  the  nnlhiffs  nud 
proprietor  of  the  Adventurer  to  look  out  fur 
Another  hantJi  my  thoughts  neccftsarily  fited  upon 
you,  whose  fund  of  llitifitture  will  cnnbk'  rnu  to 
'vAsmi  them,  with  very  little  interruption  of  ynur 
studies. 

*'  lliey  desire  you  ia  engage  to  f\^rnl^h  one 
pnpcr  a  mouth,  nt  two  gutnea-i  a  paper,  which  you 
may  very  readily  perform.  We  have  considered 
that  a  paper  shonid  consist  of  pieces  of  imJigioa-. 
tion,  pictures  of  life,  and  dim] uisit ions  of  litcrnlnre* 
The  part  which  depends  on  the  iniaginatiun  i» 
very  well  supplied,  as  you  will  find  when  you  nad 
the  pn|ier ;  for  description^  of  life,  there  is  now 
a  treaty  almost  made  with  an  author  and  itn 
author«s«^}  and  the  provitice  uf  ciilicism  And  litura- 

Allnn<,t  mnrtiid  rt>7rrt  M  lilchi  Johoaan  frll  tO  lOOf  for  the  l<IU 

.•QM  ta  JohiiM»t*aAnd  Uvthurtl't 

T  itjn  ^upvhicft  tr«n»< 
!  iijr  Cuwtfy.anO*r* 
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turc  they  are  very  drairous  to  aasign  to  the  cotn- 
rni;iilAtor  on  "Virgil. 

*^  1  hopt!  ttiii^  |irupo«al  will  not  be  rejected,  and 
timt  the  next  |>o!rt  will  bring  lu  your  cuinplinnec. 
I  speak  as  one  of  the  fruternity,  though  i  have  no 
purt  in  the  pniKT,  beyond  now  and  then  a  motto ; 
hut  two  of  the  writers  are  my  parlrc«ljiT  friends, 
iind  I  hope  Iho  pk^nsure  orseuing  a  third  united  to 
them,  wilt  not  he  denied  to,  tiear  Sir,  yovtr  tnn*l 
obedient  and  most  bumble  8crv»nt, 

•*  Sah»  JojJKsosr." 

Tlu^  consonueuce  of  t\m  letter  wa?,  Dn 
Wurton'H  onrithing  the  ctdlcctiou  witlt  suvt!ml 
ttdrniruhh'  essaya' 

.Tuhnson's  sayitiff,  '*!  liAve  no  pftrt  in  the 
pjiper,  bejond  now  and  then  ii  motto,*'  may 
seem  incouslstcnt  with  his  bvin^;  thu  aulJior  itC 
ihi'  prtpcra  marked  T-  But  he  had,  at  this 
tiir»e,  written  only  one  number'*^;  and  beside*, 
even  at  any  after  pcriixl,  he  might  have  used 
ihe  same  expression^  eonsidering  it  as  n  point 
of  honour  not  to  own  them;  for  Mrs.  WilllajJis 
l(dd  me  thnt^  "us  lie  Ir.id  t^httt  those  Essays  to 
l>r,  Hathursf^  who  soUl  ihem  at  two  ^^uineuu! 


eac-b,  he  nercr  would  owti  them; 
to  say  he  did  not  icriti*  them :  bti 
that  he  dictated  them,  while  Ha! 
I   read  to  him  Mrs.  WilUflma**  \ 
smUed,  and  saicl  nothin«j. 

I  am  not  quite  Botlsfied  with  tl 
by  which  the  productions  of  oncpe 
passed  upon  the  world  for  the  ju 
another.  I  allow  that  not  only 
hut  powers  and  ipmllties  of  mind, 
municttted;  but  the  netual  effect  i 
exertion  never  eun  Ini  tninsferre*! 
I  to  any  other  than  \\s  own  original 
person's  chikl  may  be  made  the  ch 
person  by  adoption,  as  among  the 
by  the  ancient  Jewish  mode  of  i 
rhildren  born  to  her  upon  her  1 
handmaid.  Hut  these  were  ehil^ 
ferent  sense  from  that  of  nature,  I 
understood  that  they  were  not  of* 
their  nominal  parents.  So  »n  blel 
an  author  may  ^ive  the  profits  an( 
eomposition  to  another  man,  but 
that  other  the  real  author.  A  lli| 


I  Id  th1«  pltpc,  thoiieh  out  uf  order  of  datp,  m^j  tw  Kiven 
(tram  Wooll'*  I. iff  of  H'aHvn),  Johutixi't  letter  lu  hlira  on 
tlic  couctusioti  or  Uie  A»I*i'nlvirer  : — 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

"  8th  March.  T7M. 

"  Dkav  Sir.  _  t  PAnnot  but  cottirt'Stnlnte  ymi  upon  the  con- 

clMiltnti  of  n  work.  In  whirh  }°mi  linvi>  iM>ni«<  to  i^rrnt  a  pnrt 

witti  «*►  rniuli  niMifni   II        J  tinmnllitti'ly  liptprmincd  ihat 

y.inr  u,<  tiiil  the  ^fior  bavliig  l)fen 

iumr-  vorib,  f  fupiKisc,  did   not 

cnfrt.  lorr  ptu  jour  euTopy  in  a 

V  'niur  i|.,ui  nii'nOon*  your  uapem  n( 

■-tjnimeodAUon,  though  dul  with  greater 

, '  »'■'  V  •"♦.ir-  *,.  -.>uu  In  «nv  Intellectual 

fowrrj  «jr  lu  '  i'  COnilJor  the  con- 

•liiifni  •>(  \wi-  it!w  joan  Ago  full  or 

|iii,r"  "  Arol  !•    '  <     uy  langu.tg««,  high  in 

^iu     Ihu  LiHy  ami  rordble  oIthI 

lit  of  thote  who  Intely  «rmi1d  Dot 

I  I'lid  thf  Ie4>t  «]id  miMt  niirrow  i>r 

I  lu«4r  <if  him  V   are  tlicre  bopot  of 

pni*  th«*  rf^TTifiiiidt'r  of  hh  n(v  ia 

t»-iUi.rY  .\fiiir*lt'jrf:>i1itJoii  ^(»iTh,ii«  with  complete  COOtdoot* 

\\  ii».  drw  Sir,  for  *omt>  ltm<*.  with  tiopn 

voii  co'iif  vou  will  find  your  ri'pututlntt 

I   ri...  Li,,,l,i,-^»  of  thi>si>' frlpTid*  who  do 

«  producra  f ithcr  lovi*  nr 

'  thcMS  that  lovpn^  and  lore 

u  by  wiitlii}?  motf  yuu  are 

.  that  a»  you  conllrnio  to  dLfTrise 

t  l^arnlnir,  I  »h«JI  be  »till  with 

ii<i  dear  Sir.   vfiur  rao«t  obtditint 

Sam.  JoHiviMm."  —  Chukkii. 
,  U  h«<r<r  iti  an  terror.     Hi!  hjid  h^- 
,,..^r,n  t">  writ."  In  *'  Ttic  Ad^nt- 


\Vh;,l    .|. 


mpntTonod  In  that  paper  are  Fontenellt,  Id 
M^.lln-.  Sniitded,  Swifts  Homw,  BarreUcr.J 
flnd  .Sir  Thniniui   Browne.     With  iBJinir  o>t  I 

Wtm  1    Ihe  tfXprM«iftTi  qd 

ai  ,  works  of  RamaHq 

(in*''  ■  I   have  Ivkmi  actjuallj 

WAi  a  itii  brd.tcii  i>i)}5ki(in,  w  hn  di<>d  at  PwM 
Ji|;e  nf  Hi  ■  with  wImic  writing*  Dr.  Batha 

IfOifd  to  huvu  bf^n  coavcnaot.  So  alao  wItM 
ry:  Johnton.  without  douht,  had  read  hifl 
plaiiVt  -,  ttiil  Elatltiir»t'i  profefiilou  probably! 
It  with  more  attention  than  hit  frl^'iid  had  i 
Cowlfir'n  eulogy  tin  th«  mrpv  would  morw 
thfk  natumlitit  and  the  phyilclan,  than  loj 
render.  I  twliefc.  howcirr,  that  the  laat  1 
pap«r  Ob  Sk'Op.  in  which  i>ir  Thnnuu  Droa 
fihow  the  prii^ricty  of  pruypr,  beforts  we  lis  1 
tdiiod  by  JoljiiAOti.  —  MaLutiB,  1 

liit<re  U  a  KTcat  coDftuion,  nod,  aa  ll  fettfl^ 
in  Mr  Dofwcll'f  and  Mr,  Stalone  «  accniia 
ihHre  id  the  Adrrnturcr.  but  it  Tn4y  bv  colli 
on  the  evidence  of  Hawkini  {.uiii.  \>.  7' .  n.  | 
ton,  and   on    Johnion't  own   '  i< 

(J>J/<-ri,  p.  4S.).  tbnl  he    wrf  •  \ 

•fgnaturr  i'.,  of  which  Kn.  IV. 
dIfficuUy  (»,  that  on  the  'if    *'  1 

h*  had  *•  no  jPflir/  In  tli-  h 

•Argyrua,  ourkml  T.,  ii  < 

Johnton,  whether  he  t 

B.ithur»C  or  rmt,  proUiiSi  i 

by  thi>   writlni,!  ont  Icct 
r('iipnfis>lih-  part  — in  ih.  [    ,       ,  if 

clpiUty  in  qurstion  had  ui>t  iiud  Uit  iiuuk.j 
figiuituro  Mf^farg^nu  would  have  hetn  ci»oj 


(Ui«.|H*ct  that  Ihiry  were  John*oti" 

whuthc'r  of  rarn  or  wotnen,  attii 

blur  .ind  Idler  an«  of  thp  wine  i 

to  Wnrtnn  mny  be  niiMli<ted.  — 

'  "      i".Miwrn"»  reprrhenfi' 

I.    A  man  tnay  un.l. 

:i  AI.  of  hii  haudic,  Li 


AIhhT^ 


Ui.  W.uUju. 

tjn  Sleep,  which  oar  author  bai 

,    If  it    »v,-rr   \»ritT.-ri   h\    hiiii^    IT 


iwpf  ni.  ia  ihfT  .•^dvcnturtT,  oiT^ 

r.if   ,.  tlltTi.  V  1.  urk.  f.MiKl  .1   • 


i:iiirk.i'u  .1 
dhlrrii-  ; 
b^io.  Mr 


'4 


ht.U, 
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rzr;?r 


wSBnr 
ilbrki 

rtitsttl 

Mlgll& 


wmt^ki 


brancli  of  a  family,  once  con- 

,T,    ...   .   .1:,,|.  -  •■-  t^-.r^    the 

who 
.  ,  ;,„„  4.  „.^  -iiif^ios- 
.-  purdUa^,  a  right  to 
vrhat  he  really  was; 
uiQship  attached  to 
,  and,  therefore,  was 
rretl,  I  added,  tiiat 
ri^hl,  or  the  ad  Tan- 
ill  remained  the  tirst- 
!iflt  whatever  agrec- 
vith  any  of  the  clan, 
!  not  admit  of  the 
,  decency  attest  that 
:  but  I  did  not  con- 
'-■>. 

Adventurer  are  very 

..irahler;  but,   bein)? 

in    their    subjects  S   and 

I T^  by  Other  writers^  ufwiu 

trtive  than  even  the 

ir««>«,  the  liale  of  the 

-ive.     Without 

te  the  Adven- 

•  Aii  I  he  value  of  the 

•^ress  of  time,  to  be 

uj»«»n  the  public  estima- 

hrta  far  ejt<xcded  that  of 

"'•r^i  since  the  reign  of 

I  bL)  dinrv  I  find  the 


i  iH-gA.i\  lUv  sK-i-oud  vo\.  of  my 
ring  left;  in  the  fir'rt  fur  IVcfuc*;, 
crry,  none  of  theiu  yet  )»egiin. 
God^  viiohait  hitherto  supported  tnc^  enable 


and  laiBwlutdtigtilMd  htotiyle. 

itMrv-i.   (n   "mUt  Ihil  hit    r»nmT»  mli'^t 


me  to  proceed  in  this  lubour,  and  in  the  whole  iatk 
of  my  present  sititc ;  titat  when  I  shall  render  up, 
at  the  last  day,  an  account  of  the  tnlent  coinmilted 
to  IDC,  I  may  recciTe  pardon,  for  ihi-  s^ilc  of  JusVi 
Cubist. 


JOHNSON  TO  RICHARDSON- 

•'  'jTAi)  S4<|it.  I7S5. 

"  DxAR  Su,  — •  I  return  you  my  sinocrett  thanka 
for  the  volumes  of  your  new  work*;  but  it  Ik  a 
kind  of  lyrjinnicttl  kiwdness  to  give  only  so  tntieh  at 
a  time,  as  makeai  more  longed  lV*f  ;  hut  th«t  ^rill 
probably  betbouglit,  even  of  the  trhole,  when  you 
imre  given  it 

*'^  I  hjtvQ  no  objection  but  to  the  prvtacCi  id  which 
you  first  mention  the  letter*  as  fa.\hu  l»y  some 
chance  into  your  hjsnds,  and  alWrwanh  incnt'iun 
your  health  a*  such,  that  you  almost  despatretl  of 
going  through  your  plan.  If  you  were  to  require 
my  opinion  which  part  tdnmld  be  chiinged,  I 
^ould  be  inclined  to  the  Ruppresi^ion  of  tlitit  part 
wliich  Keems  to  disetoim  the  conipo^itioo.  What  In 
modeily.  if  it  dcwrt*  from  truth?  Of  what  us«?  is 
the  disguise  by  which  nothing  is  concealed  ? 

'*  You  mubt  fori^ive  thl%  beeause  it  is  meant  well, 

"  1  thank  you  once  more,  dear  Sir,  for  your 
books ;  but  cannot  1  prevail  tliin  time  for  an  index? 
—  such  I  witkhcd,  and  sliall  wi^ht  to  Clarissa.' 
&jpposc  that  hi  one  volume  an  accurate  indea  wna 
made  to  the  three  works  —  but  while  X  am  writing 
an  ohjection  ohm?* — nieh  an  index  to  the  ihtev 
would  look  like  thepreclunon  of  a  fourth,  to  which 
I  will  never  contribute;  for  if  I  caimot  benefit 
mankind,  I  hope  never  to  injure  them.  1  am»  Sir, 
your  most  obliged  and  moat  humbie  v^rvant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

He  thia  year  favoured  Mrs.  Lenox  "witli  o 
Dedication*  to  the  Eail  of  Orrery,  of  her 
"Shakapoare  IHustrnted."  * 


who  vlttted  at  th« 

(lioijifli  *hv    ti    vilitl   ( 


«*iummirr>d  of  heft 

•en  nvrv    f^\.\]u   in    her  I'lr.nn. 


•T    «i|1lt--J    ti) 

hniM 

4  lHtl«  til  to 

from 

fnr    < 

\f  piihlUhrd 

khj  M-T«Tlth 

-','.    1.,.  .„..».. 

Known,     ^i 

Hlunrt.  Ui 

T»u«  l»u<  h 

nutthtT  lo  1 

and  dja  ).• 

Mr.  LnTu,-._ 

hri^ 

I -.'.a. 

rptti. 

,'  h'.rh 

.-,f  1,- 

i'»r 

fwri^al 
Mr». 

.'t 


*.t,  1.1, Ml  lit  iT'/^'i      n>-^r 


I  ■  '  .  Mr 
•nil  Cl^-U  J  rein,  itibi'rt 
I  Aceoubt  of  t  Juhn> 


tan  alt*  buicJ«-il  Uuii 


ii>p  birth  ut  Alrf.  Ijoquk'i  mtt  Uivrary  cl)U*i.  aa 

o  2 


ii'-'       'iJMilii     iiliii 
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CHAPTER  XI 

1754. 

JohittOH**  **  Lift  of  Curr.  •'  ^  7Vitf  Dktiomttry.  -^ 
l^rd  ChfttvrfichL  —  /fw»  tiltfi/td  NtgUct,  — 
LeUer  tu  Lonl  t'fifnterjififl  *-  Bolirtiftfro/itB  Worhi, 

—  Johnton  vUit$  Oxford, — Wttrtim''*  ItecoUrctioM. 

—  Sir    liol'cri    Cftaml^rs,  —  LetU-rn  to    WuWww. 

—  Collina, 

In  1754  T  cjui  trace  nolbing  publbbcd  by  hitn, 
except  his  niimbcra  of  the  A(lvenlur<^r,  nut] 
'^'Djc  Lite  of  Eilward  Ciivc%'*  m  the  Gftitle- 
mms  Ma{!*i2iiie  for  February.  In  biog^nipLy 
Ihere  ran  Ijc  no  «]ucstiou  that  he  excelled,  be- 
yond all  who  have  attempted  that  speciea  of 
composition;  ui^m  wbich,  ioclcwl,  he  »et  the 
highost  valuf".  To  the  minute  selection  of 
t'h»rarleristi*"n!  cireumstances ',  for  which  the 
nuciciita  were  nnnarkiihle,  be  added  a  philoso- 
pbical  research,  uod  the  nnost  perspicuous  imd 
cner«jetic  lftnguu;re.  Ciive  wus  certainly  A  man 
of  CAtimable  qiiabtics,  and  was  eminently  dili- 
^'ent  luul  {successful  in  his  own  buaincss,  wbich, 
dotditlefs,  entitled  him  to  respect.  But  he  was 
peculiarly  fortunnte  in  beiu^  recorded  by 
Johnstm;  who,  of  the  narrow  bfe  of  a  printei* 
and  publisher,  without  any  digressions  or  ad- 
ventitious circumstancetB,  has  made  an  interest- 
injr  and  apre«ible  narrative.  * 

The  Dictionary,  we  may  believe,  aflTordcd 
Johnson  full  occupation  this  year.  Ab  it  ap* 
prtJached  to  its  conclusion^  he  probably  worked 
with  redouble<l  vigour,  aa  seamen  increaae 
their  exertion  and  alacrity  when  they  have  a 
neur  prospect  of  their  haven. 

Lord  ChestcrfieJd,  to  whom  Johnson  bad  paid 
the  bij;h  couipliiiicnt  of  addressing  to  his  lord- 
ship the  plan  of  his  Dictionary,  had  behaved  to 


hi. 


[»7HA]  li.' 
n»*»br  twrr. 
■ftn    li  I  1 

lt"jn 

liiia 

Mi.  . 

At 

hi. 
at 


'— T-  "'-h'  - 


fettlvUf,  Tpon 
nvifVT  »«t  up  n 
'.■■)  pffti  Hn»,  and 


Mi>ti  Ufa,  Aittiui 
«n(loitr«  tttoujtlt 


I  c  ;  nfiH.  IntlrMHl. 
I,  1^  uul  tiUuiilj. 


him  in  Fucb  a  manner  b»  to  excite  hts  cot 
and  indication*  The  world  has  been  foi 
ycju*8  aiiiused  witJi  a  story  confidently  tol 
aa  confidently  repented  with  additional  ci 
fiances  that  a  tiudden  disgust  was  tali 
Johnson  upon  r»ccasjon  of  his  bavins  bei 
4luy  kept  long  in  waiting  in  his  lordjship*8 
chamber^  for  which  the  reason  asai|^e< 
that  he  had  company  with  him;  and  ti 
last,  when  the  door  opened^  out  walked  < 
Cibbcr;  and  that  Johnson  was  ao  vie 
provokeil  when  he  found  for  whom  he  hm 
so  Ion;;   excluded,   that  he  went  away 

{laijsion,  and  never  would  return.  I  rem 
mvin^  mentioned  this  story  to  George 
Lvttelton,  who  told  me  he  was  very  tm 
with  Lord  Chesterfield;  and,  holding  i 
well-known  truth,  defended  Lord  Chest 
by  saying,  that  "  Cibbcr,  who  had  been 
dueed  futniliorly  by  the  back-stairs,  hac 
bably  not  been  there  above  ten  minut4^ 
may  seem  strange  even  to  entertAi^^ 
concerning!  a  story  so  long  and  ^M 
current,  and  thus  iciplicitly  adorit^^ 
sanctioned,  by  the  authority  wliich  1 
mentioned;  but  Johnson  himself 
that  there  was  not  the  least  foum 
it.  ^  He  told  me,  that  there  nev 
particular  Incident  which  produced 
Detween  Lord  Chesterfield  and  him 
his  lordslup'g  continued  neglect  w 
why  he  resolved  to  have  no  conm 
him. 

"^Vhen  the  Dictionary  was  upon 

Eublication,  Lord  Chest erfiehl,  who, 
ml  flattered  himself  witli  expec 
Johnson   would   dedicate   the  worj 
tttlompted,  in  a  courtly  manner,  to 
insinuate  himself  with  the  fiao^e,  ci 
It  sboiibl  seem,  of  the  cold   iiiditft 
which  he  had  treated  its  learned 
further  attempted  to  conciliate  him, 
two  papers  in  "The  World/*  in 


rauU,  M  a  bingrtpbcr.    In  t!       * 
hut  one  date  — llto  Wrthof 
itixi  tji>  one,  from  hit  Life  c' 

.:  ik>t.-iiUi 
Ml  for  bli  Lll 
14.     Hut,  iti   irtjih,  '■  ih* 
'  Ircumitancc*"  wiunpfth4*rj 

.»fh!i<!.iV.Fi»u!  Mr.Bonwi 
■     ■  ■'  tu  crn 


T^^-uJ] 


111   nil   »'illlHtil*  ••! 

I      Sep  Ooi#.  AT^r 
,  kli)(.  wbo  Uted  latj' 

^  r  to  thU  batt 

>  ,if«  hiiuc«  I  letuttd  in  I 
^tmr  door  '*    Thef«  vxpr 

■   Iioi^:   <iirniil  rttiil   litipl 


fi^lt,  III  hlk  own  hcjut,  to  Ih!  QO  ailC4tMt«  eat 

->Cll«llKlt. 
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I :  and  it  must  be  <!onfessed, 
some  studied  complinientft, 
1  that   if  there  had  hccn  no 

J  if  ia  probable  that  Johnson 

Lu^i  !y  delighted.     Praise,  in 

to  him;  but  by  praise 
A  tniLn  or  riiiiK  and  elegant  accomplish- 
ttoBCi^  lie  WAV  [iecul'iikrly  gratified.  Uh  Lord- 
ddpmy% 

**  t  think  the  public  in  genend,  and  the  republic 

•I  Irttrr*  in  pirtiniltr,  nre  prcatly  obliged  to  Mr. 

r-in  for   hMvinjT  undertaken  and  eioculod  so 

»t  A%u]  d<sirfthlo  a  work.     Perfection  i*  not  to 

irificcttd  iVvm  man  ;   but  If  we  are  to  judge  by 

t^rtitu*  u-urlfi  ul  Jotinson  already  published,  we 

(fiaiti  mi»«.»n  tii  believe,  that  he  irill  bring  this 

to   fJL'Tftn  I  icin  an  any  man  could  do.     TLb 

Vila  .if  it,  which  he  ftublisbed  tome   years  ago, 

w^w*  u*  mv  to  bv  a  jirnof  of  it,     NoUiing  can  be 

ratlortally  imaj^iued,  or  more  accurately  and 

irdy   v^jiTr^v^i      I   therefore  recommend  tbe 

-si.         li  ..1  it  to  olltUoicwho  intend  to  buy 

1  vho,  1  luppoic,  are  ail  tho&e 

t»u«t  [*<c  uwned«   that  our  Inngtiage   is,  at 

m  a  mttkip  of  nn.irchy«   and  hitherto,  per- 

■     H'.»rM."  for  it   During 

words  and  cxpres- 

W  bcv ,.    .;    ^%j|jted,   And   UQluraU 

A   other  laDguagcs,  which    have  greatly 
0ur  own.      Let  it  atill  prcnierrc  what  real 
aiid   bcatitv  it  may  have  borrowed  frora 
>i  b«t  let  tt  riijL,   like  the  Tarpeian  maid,  be 
rhiiawi         '  '     '    '  .    unneeeisary  orna- 

Hif  nation  seems  to  be 

l-.^i. ;..-..,  ^v..-piaon.  and  natumlisa- 
^    hBV«  run   their   lengths      Good    order    and 
judmrify  ate  aow  nrccaiary.     But  where  shall  we 
at  tiie  Mme  time,  the  obedience  due 
?     >**•    mu*l   liave  recouiKc    to    the    old 
rtpediieni  tn  ttiiies  of  confusion,  and  choose 
Upon   t)iU  principk*.    T  give   niy  vole 
)fr<»  Jolmwtt   to    611    that  great  and  arduous 
And  1  hereby  declare,  that   I  make  a  tot.iI 
a/  all   my  rtghti  and  privileged  in  the 
ittOfCiMgv,  ft»  •  &«»c>b<orn  British  subject,  to 
Sfr.Jattmion, during  the  term  ofhii  dictator^ 
Kay,  mttrr  i  I  will   not  only  obwy  him  like 
i  my  dictator,  but,   Uku  a  modem 

I  vtU  iaiplir-  ''■  ♦    '■ ■    h-m  as  my  Pope, 

to  U-  iit  the   ebair, 

W'T  innot  well  re- 

;  tar,  1  presume  that  obedience  cnn  never  be 

when  there  ii  neither  terror  to  enforce. 

uiL" 

^llttt  r.  «  Dictionary,  and  a  llblory 

— h   its  several   stages*  were 

^  Importunately  called  fur 

"on't  labours  will  now,  I 


inythtn»Mko"drWc<-" 

[.  tl,.<'  .    r.  II    I  jr    I  f.'iirl   I. 


dare  say,  very  fully  supply  that  want,  and  greatly 
coniributc  to  the  farther  spreading  of  our  langruage 
in  other  countries.  Learners  were  discouraged^  by 
rinding  no  s.laudard  to  re>icjrtto:  flnd,cflnM!quently, 
thought  it  iticupablo  of  any.  They  will  now  be 
undeceived  and  encouraged." 

This  courtly  device  *  failed  of  Its  clTect. 
Johnson,  who  thought  that  **all  vrm  false  an<l 
hollow,"  dcspiacd  the  honied  ivords,  and  was 
even  indignant  that  Lord  Chesterfield  should, 
for  u  mouient,  imagine  that  he  could  be  the 
dupe  of  «ueh  an  artifice.  JJia  expresBion  to 
me  concerning  Lord  Cheaterfield,  upon  this 
occasion,  was,  "  Sir,  afVer  making  great  pro- 
fessions, he  had,  for  many  years,  taken  no 
notice  of  me ;  but  when  ray  Dicttonarv  wua 
coniint?  out,  he  fell  a  ecribbliiig  in  *Thc  'NV'orhr 
about  it.  Upon  which,  I  wrote  him  a  lett^^r, 
exprcfsed  in  civil  terms,  but  such  a^  might 
»how  him  that  I  did  not  tnlnd  what  he  said  or 
wrote,  and  that  I  had  done  with  him." 

This  is  that  celebrated  letter  of  which  so 
much  has  been  said,  and  about  which  curio^^ity 
has  been  bo  long  excited,  without  being  grati- 
fied, I  for  many  years  solicited  Johoson  to 
favour  me  with  a  copy  of  it,  that  so  excellent  a 
composition  might  not  be  lost  to  posterity-  lie 
delayetl  from  time  to  time  to  give  it  me'"; 
till  at  last,  iu  17B1,  when  we  were  on  a  visit  at 
Mr.  Dilley\s,  at  Soulhhill  in  Bedfordshire,  he 
was  pleased  to  dictate  it  to  me  from  memory. 
He  afterwardji  found  among  his  pupors  a  copy 
of  it,  which  he  had  dictated  to  Mr.  Baretti, 
with  its  title  and  corrections,  in  his  own  baud- 
writing.  This  he  gave  to  Mr.  Langton;  adding, 
that  if  it  were  to  come  into  print,  he  wished  it 
to  be  from  tbat  copy.  By  Mr*  Langton's  kind- 
ness, I  nm  enabled  to  ctirich  my  work  with  a 
perfect  transcript  of  what  tlie  world  has  so 
eagerly  desired  to  see. 

TO  THE  EARL  OF  CHESTERFIELD, 

**  February  7.  IT-Vi 
*'Mr  Loan»  —  I  have  been  lately  inforraed,  by 
the  proprietor  of  'The  World,'  that  two  pupi't*,  in 
which  my  Dictionnry  is  recommended  to  the  piibbc, 
were  written  by  your  )or<l<»hip.  To  be  so  di^ 
tinguished,  i»  an  honour,  which,  being  very  liitlc 
BccuKtomed  to  favours  from  the  great.  I  know  not 
well  how  to  receive,  or  in  what  terms  to  acknow- 
lc<ige. 

♦'  When,  upon    some   RliRht   en.  ,1,    1 

first  visited  yuur  tordvldp,   I  wiis  ov  like 

the  rest  of  mankind,  by  the  cuchtuunu  >■■  ^n  vour 
•ddneis  and  couhl  not  furbcir  lu  w!-.!!  that  I  might 
myself  Le  pmmjumr  dtt  poji«yM(ritr  dg  la  ttrrt* ; 


^^     ^^ 


ly  ii|.Ml..r.if.-  .T.n- i^td.ir*  f.M  -.»  »,','*n  .'iLlxhlnrimrtly 

I,  «k<i( 

.        .   lU  l>e 


-^  -^■' 
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—  Ihdt  I  might  ulttaln  th^t  regard  for  wtticli  I  saw 
the  world  contending  ;  but  I  found  my  nttcndancc 
su  11  ttW  encouraged,  that  nctihur  pride  nor  mmlesty 
would  sufffr  mc  to  continue  it.  VVh«n  1  liad  once: 
nddri*!<«cd  yctur  lurd^shlp  in  public,  I  bad  extiaufcted 
all  thy  art  of  jd^»ii>.ing  winch  a  retired  and  nncourlly 
scbobr  can  possess.  I  liod  done  all  that  1  could ; 
And  no  man  i«  well  pleased  to  havt;  his  all  uegltpcted, 
Ihj  it  ever  ao  little. 

*•  Seven  yi-mrs,  my  lord*  have  ntjw  past,  since  I 
waited  in  your  outward  rcKiins,  «r  was  rupulseti 
fronn  yonr  door;  during  which  time  I  have  hvvn 
pushing  *»n  my  tsrork  throu^Ii  difficuliii?s,  of  wljidi 
it  i»  U'telc'^v  to  comphiin,  and  have  brought  it,  nt 
Ifliil,  to  the  verge  of  publlcntion,  without  one  net  of 
asjii^taiice  \  one  word  of  encouragement,  or  one 
iimiic  of  favour.  Such  treatment  I  did  aot  expect, 
for  1  never  had  »  patron  before 

"  Tlic  ^hepticrd  in  Virgil  grew  at  la«t  ac- 
qtiuinted  with  Love,,  and  found  him  a  native  of  the 
roc  Vs.* 

"  Is  not  a  patron,  my  lord,  one  who  looks  with 
unconcern  on  a  nmn  strugfjling  for  life  in  tbe 
wQter,  and  when  he  ha«  reaehcil  grtiutui,  encuntberc 
bini  with  help?  The  notice*  which  you  have  been 
plesued  to  take  of  my  laliours  had  it  been  early, 
had  been  kind;  hut  it  has  been  delayed  till  I  arn 
iuditferent,  ajid  cannot  enjoy  it ;  till  I  am  Mjlitnry, 
and  cannot  impart  it  * ;  till  I  am  known,  and  do 
not  want  it.  I  hope  it  is  no  very  cynical  asperity 
not  to  ciinfe&s  obligations  where  no  lieneSt  bos  l)>eeo 
received,  or  to  be  unwilling  that  the  public  should 
consider  nie  ai  owing  that  to  a  patron,  which  Pro- 
vidence has  enabled  roe  to  do  for  myself. 


T^^.^.. 


from  .. 

"I. an,   .  ■    .    . 

Utottt  ,  tiiit  1  iit-n    li-fi   ti^ii-ff'i   /'• 

Um  crtmiif  &r.'*     iOth   Oct.  17' 

§ocuii  life."     ICth  Nor.  17M     ' 

my  ulna  •ccordJnKly,  Utt  I    '--' 

17&6.    "My  de^rnpi*  U  . 

criMulaCt  and  cutt  mo  wl^ 


Joltrt'on't   Htiimojlly   Ihiiti 


'  ♦''heitcf- 
nod  be 


vrLi'tl, 


i"ltfv. 


fkert. 


r  that 
I  nnl 


V  CO  bit 

•  rfield 

.  titjaarj 

<1 ;  '  bui  ■  ht>t  wordt 

—  Cko&f.r. 

r,  LaiJirton:  —  "  Dr. 

Ji>li:u'J!i,  whi  u  hi.-  f;4vc  uie  liia  tup)  of  111*  lctr*T,  dciirtd 
th«l  I  *»>i(ll<l  HMiic\  It*  II  h\*  liifonHiilixn  to  rmv  that  whiTcas 
\t  i«  r.Tl.l  li.  tli-  Mr.  I  Tl.,i,T  •  it,.  !,  ,.S,ii,f.,o..  ha*  hnn  rttclvctU' 
I  .  (Iflii  the  Hum  often 

,  :<>  a  ftim,  hu  thought 

I  yiiuv  in  •  lettt.>r  tit 

-.'  ;  for  thi"  luro, 

!   ii.ns.un  loll*  ui, 

nM:oivpd  for  a 

: '  Kail  recviviMl 

M) ;  and  wben 

1 .       I  Mime  «umfof 


*'  Having  carried  on  my  work 
little  obligation  to  any  favourer  of  U 
not  be  disappointed  though  I  «hoi 
if  ]«u  be  possible,  with  less;  for  I 
wakened  from  that  dream  of  hope,  ii 
boAsted  myself  with  so  much  exi 
Lord,  your  lordship's  most  humble, 
ficrvant,  Sam. 

"  Wliilo  this  wafl  the  talk  of  U 
Dr.  Adiinia  in  a  letlcr  to  mc),  I  | 
vi.>it  Dr.  Wftrburton,  who,  finditij 
aci|ualnted  with  JuhnsoDT  dt'sircMlI) 
U>  ijitvry  Kis  couiplimenta  to  hun,  aql 
that  he  honoured  him  for  his  madj 
in  rojeclinii;  these  condescensions  d 
tcriidd,  aiul  f<jr  resentine  the  j 
had  received  from  him  with  a  | 
Johnson  wns  visibly  pleased  with! 
ment,  for  he  hatl  alwaja  a  high  opjj 
burton."  ^  Indeed,  the  force  ofj 
appeared  in  this  letter,  was  congefl 
which  Warburton  himself  amply  | 

There  h  a  curious  minute  circuuji 
Btnick  me,  iu  compnriug  the  vaij 
of  Johnson's  Imitationg  of  Juy^ 
tenth  Satire  one  of  the  couplets  | 
nity  of  wishes  even  for  llteraii 
stood  thus ;  —  1 

"  Yet  think  what  ill»  the  «holar*i 
Toil,  envy,  want,  the  garrtt,  ail^ 

But  afler  expericncmg  the  una 


rwUiag  a  work  of  hl«,  Johtiton  tahl  the  I 
gmtramt :  for  ten  gnloeAs  wa*  tf»  fe\<\  «t 
tvm"  (M^nHtf.-lT^o;  and, «  1  iH|>pa«<' Id 
tbe  •*  Plan ''  wa«  iiibmttted  to  Lord  CJm«j(| 
waaanoc  UlftM'Ml  return.  At  «ll  eirctitiL 
alleged  agalntt  h\m  >ue|i  a  trSfie  u  thr  w*4| 
room,  he  ought  not  to  have  omUted  the  p«>e 
even  if  it  had  be«n  more  Inoooflif^rable.  — 

I  I  confea*  1  do  not  lee  tbe  ottKct,  nor 
of  thi<  illusion.  -^  Crorkh. 

>  Thv  notice  could  oot,  for  any  oieftil  , 
rarlier.  Johtiftuii  may  hava  felt,  as  Mr.T; 
»ome  iXhcr  kind  of  notice  wm§  not  taf 
tonUAip  vat  jOeated  to  take  "  wat  pscQliarl 
awld  aoT  have  come  aooner.  —  CBOKBK.        i 

^  la  thii  pouage  Dr.  Jobnsau  tvUlently  4 
of  hli  wife.  W<t  And  tho  caroe  tender  recoi 
to  hli  mlod  upon  lanumrraLfle  occat!oo«|t 
man  ever  tuum  forribly  frit  tho  truth  of  I 
elegantly  cxprcMi^d  by  my  fri«iid  Mr.  M^ 
togue  to  Mr.  J4?pbson'<  tra(f«dy  of  '*  JuUa:  ""i 

"  Vain  —  wc-iilth,  and  farac,  and  fortune**  I 
If  no  fond  b^^aft  the  aplcnilid  blMtin^al 
And^  each  dav'*  butUtnic  pa^eaatry  onoi 
There,  only  were,  our  blUi  U  found  at  | 

*  r^  —irfog  thlt  copy  with  that  wl 

dKt  in  recotlectlon.  the  rjirind 

be  -  r  hit  miut  be  addeti  to  the  dj 

memory.  I 

potltedtttr  .1 


Jahnion  W4Ji  dliiUit:  .ii- 
na  %(> 


iny.  I 

rvitK 


mati  th«  paintf  r  and 

to  Hir  Joihua  liornolds,  - 

u|«iu  Edw«rd»'»  bt-jlt,  llii* 

Jubniou  aliowrd  iti  mpriL    llu:  i 

appeared  tn  nut  tbnt  aiittinr   > 

"  Naj,  (taid  Joha«on)  he  hai  kii^'  t)  mn'  "a 

ba  f  ure ;  but  thera  li  no  pro|«nrtlou  twtwt 

llipy  miMl  not  be  namvd  tuxethrr.     A  Oy^ 

slatdy  hone  and  "'.i-*.  Kii>i  »  hien ;  b4it  oivj 

and  the  o(li*>r  1^  "— Boawafl 

puMife  in  ld«  pr-  r»eare  on  w 

antagoalitf .  ^  P.  I.  u  f 


J 
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LcrI  C1io«t>  "lai^ions  pntronosfe  mode 

tmU  bt  I   the  wonl  garvft  from 

•ad  gVTHtfv,  wul  in  all  the  tiab6<M|uent 
ilae  tine  irtandfl 

IWI,  mwft  vaot,  the  Patnm,  and  the  jaU/' 

^  "  "  1   mujit   Lave  been 

ipt,  imd  polite,  yet 

!  .loiinson  ^    !   '  ■     *  lani 

hiiii  'er,   it   is   \  to 

.'-;,  «ith  r^-''  ■■'  uiui^itv 


iistunt  S'tii 

1        I)r     \ 


I  to  bo 

^^Uii\  to 


^  with  ubc  true  fctiUng^a  ot  trade,  said 
wnj«   T'TV  -nrrx  too;   for  thiit  \w  hiul   u 
nary,  to  which  his  lord- 
I   hftvc  been   of  coiise- 
):  tuid  Dr.  Adam»»  thrit  Lord 
Mrx  «hown   htm   ihr    lellfr.     *' I 

kUi   U:i\  \   (replied   Dr.  Adivnia) 

Lord  <  i  woiihi  havt?  tonccnilcd 

-■*'  ^  i'i»'l9t*?yK  do  you   lliink   a 

>n  c<udd  hiirt  Lor<i  C'lif^tcr- 
"ilr.     It  lay  ufKin  \m  taHe, 
wlwrr  ^  see  it.     lie  reail  it  to 

^  ^"^rcHt  powers,'  piinlxid 
Dal  thm  M*ik  .u;e::^i  ood  observed  how 

wxSk  ikry  "««  -sed."     This   uir  of  in- 

ififfBRfliee,    '  osed  upon  the  xrorthy 

PlBJtiiy^  w:i.^  .  nothing  but  a  spccioien 

of  thil  dittluiuL;.tJtJU  which  Lord  Chesterfield 
uQc  of  the  most  es^intitd  lessons 
die  coodttct  of  life'  Ilia  lonLiihip  un- 
to Jonlify  himself  to  Doilsley  from 
dbftfus  brought  against  hi«i  by  Johnson ; 
we  nujr  jtii^  from  the  lUnisiness  of  his 
aikv!,  Iran  hu  LjiviiiK  e&eused  bis  neglect 
^Mmmob,  bf  ■tjrinfft  that  ^'^he  had  heard  he 
^MUeii  hii  loiLnn'j'r,  and  did  not  know 
Ike  Jiv  It'  could  have  been 

HiDiaC  I  I  srm  himself  of  that 

lijf  lytjuij'iiig  in  the  Utisniry  circle 


«M       It.  «J  mmj  iM«ttoi»  lb*  CUM.  Lord  CH«*Cn1l«ld 
IM  MMi  #c4Nm«ii  ••*  Mittai  umvAi  him,  h*  would  nnt  hnve 

MMii  flrtMMd  Wm  is  d»  •(> 

"  1  »o  rrinrlnti' 


with  whifh  his  lordship  wiia  well  acquainted, 
and  was,  indeed^  hinuseif,  one  of  its  ornaments. 
Dr.  Admiis  exnoatulatt^  with  Johnson,  and 
suggested,  that  nh  not  bein;?  adniitt<.'d  wh^n 
he  callctl  on  him,  was  probably  not  to  be  im- 

f)uted  to  Lord  Chesterfield;  for  his  luniMhip 
lad  declared  to  Dod«ley,  that  "  he  would  have 
turned  off  the  be^st  servant  he  ever  had,  if  he 
had  known  diAt  he  denied  him  to  a  man  who 
would  have  been  always  more  tlian  weln  mie ;  " 
ami  in  eonfirmation  of  thin,  he  insi&te<i  on  Lord 
Chesterfield's  jrencral  affabQity  and  easiness*  of 
access,  esqwcially  to  literary  men.  "  Sir,  (said 
Johnson)  that  h  not  Lord  Chesterfield;  ho  i« 
the  moudest  man  this  day  ejtiating/'  —  "No, 
(said  Dr,  Adams)  there  is  one  person,  at  least, 
as  proud ;  I  think,  hj  your  own  account,  you 
are  the  prouder  man  of  the  two."^ — **But  mine 
(replied  Johnson  injstantly)  was  drfcrtsivc 
pride."  This,  as  Dr.  Adani^  well  observed, 
was  one  of  those  happy  turns '  for  which  hi' 
wiu*  80  remarkably  reudy. 

Johnson  having  now  explicitly  avowed  bi» 
opinion  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  did  not  refrain 
from  expressing  hiniself  concerning  that  nobk-- 
man  witu  p<>intetl  freedom  :  ^'This  man,  (staid 
he)  I  thought,  had  been  a  lord  aintmg  wil»: 
but,  1  find,  ho  is  imly  a  wit  among  lords!  " 
And  when  his  Letters  to  hi*  natural  son  were 
published,  he  observexl,  that  *'  tiiey  teach  the 
morals  of  a  whore,  and  the  manners  of  a  dancin;^ 
master*"  ■* 

The  chnractcr  of  a  "  regtpectable  Hottentot," 
in  Lord  ChcHterfichl's  Letters,  has  been  gene- 
ndly  understood  tube  meant  for  Johnson,  and 
1  have  no  dtndit  l-hat  it  was.  But  I  remember 
when  the  Literary  Properttf  of  those  lett*;!r« 
was  contested  in  the  court  of  session  iu  Set>t- 
land,  and  Mr.  Henry  Dundas  ♦.  one  ol'  the 
counsel  for  the  ^jropfietors,  read  this  charac- 
ter as  an  exhibition  of  Johnson,  Sir  David 
DaJrymple,  Lorti  Ilailes,  one  of  the  judges, 
niaint^ne><l,  with  some  warmth,  thai  it  was  not 
intended  as  a  portrait  of  Johnson,  but  of  a 


.v:it;.or  M  ill   *»   wll1l:i!i    l'»   Li'i'y    h- 

'     n«  attark  tutx  Jikhtuon, 
.md  bi>(  lUo  ilffvittlvc. 

t  romtort  nf  lo- 

i.tTi-     fnhlrjd.kMr 


te-. 


ron  1  Ui  I  j^  I 


art",    I  will   r 
wrttitui.  and  ' 
♦  Aacrwftr^ 


1    Itt    Ull. 


a  4 


m 


>x. 


—  tii.ii  1 

tlU'  w... 
Sd  litt 

Willi! 

ai:  ' 

m!.  • 
III..!  . 


:  i  year  fouml  an  int 
. .   :in  i»xnui>ion  in  ( )> 
•••n«'iilliii,i:  tlu'  librarir 
:"  insiuy  intciv-rtiii:!    »• 
,-  him,  durliiir  u  j.art  «»r 
.  •-.•d  but   litt'l.'  with    tlu! 
:.)  "livo  II  partifuhir  mv 
.  :nniuni«*alioii>«it'tlu'  lU'v. 
.   who  <)l)li_ifin<:ly    tunii>h 
nt'oiir  (roiniii'in  iri(.'ii<rs  Jt 
.Ntrsitc'd  with  iiiites.     Tli'sc 
,',v  i»fopor  jihu'e^. 


JOHNSON   TO  THOMAS  W 

'•  I Um. 

"  Sir. —  It  is  hut  an  ill  ivtiini  for  1 
«liioh  ytiu  u-oro  plcnsi'd  td  fiivour  nu* 
!  i\od  my  tlianks  tor  it  till  nou'.  I  ; 
ho  iic;ili«;cnt :  but  lean  nc\cr  dclil 
nu*  tiisre^pt'Ct  t<i  a  man  of  your  chai 
iu>\v  ])ay  you  a  vi-ry  honest  :>i-knou- 
the  a»l\anci»mont  of  thf  litoraturo  « 
f«)untry.  Y«ni  haw  shown  to  all.  w| 
afiir  attempt  tlit-  study  of  our  ancienl 
w;iy  to  success ;  by  dirL't-tini;  them  t 
of  the  b(N>Ls  which  tlio^c  auiltors  li.-:d 
method,  Hughes  ',  and  men  much 
Hu«;hcs,  seem  never  to  liave  tliou.:ht. 
why  the  authors,  wliieli  are  yet  read,  oi 
century,  are  so  little  under-tood,  is, 
read  alone  ;  and  i!»)  help  is  borrowe 
wh<»  lived  with  tiiem,  or  liefore  them 
I  of  this  ignorance  1  iiope  to  remove 
ftlie  Dictionary,]  whicli  now  draw! 
end :  l)ut  which  1  cannot  finish  to  ni' 


.  ••    his 

fi'om 

»    ;>oUimI 

>..    pfoved 

■    -.1  it)  the 

::.i*e()iirsir 

,    '.I  »'\teriial  '  out  visitinj;  the  libraries  of  Oxt'oid,  n 

.••;   this    (»«•-  I  fore  hope  to  see   in   about  a  fortni^l 

••!   thi*  vt'i'V  j  not  how  long  I  shall  <.tay,  or  where  '. 

ttiM'ks  rUiUL'     Init  .shall  be  sure  to  look  for  you  at  ir 

!••    his  death,  '  we  shall  easily  settle  the  rest.    I  am, « 

most  obedient,  \c.  S.\m. 


.v>  •%  run  ; 

.     V  '•.  ami  Stat* 
>       .%    late) 

I  So  North, 
.:  t.-i:h. 

..:*eM." 


\\  I.  .I^.lit!!.  will!  )iii!i- 

■  I    IIk-   .lUlT.ltKII)   lit    llic 

■  III  III  tlif  Ht>y;il  So. 

t.  i>    ii.i  diiiilit.  awkw.-.rit 

■.  tli.ir.ntrr  ri'<t'iiib!is 

»iii«  li  iiiiu:h  Tii'ir*'  |>r«>- 
■-..'•i.Uil  lor  JiihiiMin.— 

(!nt  I.nnl  ('lii'^tvrficlirs 
.'  .)»iii  li.ir;;tMl ;  (>)T  ivh.U 
I  ,»  :iiiil  III-  l•.l;r^:^l«••^.  all 

.1 ;  III  h.ivi-  Ihimi  v.iiir- 
-..•.   Aii:."isl  .''th.   l7<iJ._ 

■:ii«->u.i<lii)it.-  th.it  lit'  hail 

.1  I-'  whiih  Mr.  Miirjihy 

.!■  .1     \Vll!l|.lll,    ll|)t>    i-MMI- 


I    lit 


•ml-.lv, 


or  lii.s  (M»nv(.'rsation  wliilo  at  O 
time,  Ml'.  Warion  preserved  atidcr 
1*»  me  till'  lollowiiig  inrnmrial,  w 
not  writtt'ti  with  all  the  eaiv  ai 
which  that  leai'ued  ami  rlejiaut  wri 
oil  thosf  emnpositioiis  whii'h  he 
the  jjuldie  eye,  is  K>  haji]»ily  c-xp 
easy  .-lyle,  that  1  s.hoiild  injure  it  1 
atioii. 


Mivinj;.  '"  U'.'i!,i\fs.  Mr.  Hirm',  sli..iiM  kno- 

lluini'    wa<    rxri'.-iliii'.'ly    ili-i;'iiM^<>il  .iii<l   di 

ri|ilif.i,  "  M.i.l.im.  I  am  no  ilri^r  ;  1  do  not  mi  < 

thcr  d«»  1  tl  -in."  to  In-  Kiiowii  ».y  tli  u  .Hii.illtit 

,    l.i/c  "J  l.i'.tl  a,arlr,,i-nf,  v.|.  i.  p.-j:»,.    litiM 

I  tlio   ►aiiu-    sti-ry    in    lii>  Hi:]h'cti'.u>ir.tir. 

I  would,  I'vcii  on  mm?  uoiUlly  >:iou;id>.l»»' vit 

!    IIoiiii';  I'l-r  I   liavf   in  iny  pus<i>-'ion  proof 

I   llcrtioid  i«lio>,'  privatt''«i'iT.  !aiv.  i:i  In*  ei 

Haim-  h  .d  t..  i-iii  wa.  appt.iil.  d  Lord  I.ii-utt 

I  111*  JoriNsjip  d.  .liiu-d  r.inniiuiii^'  liini  i:i  th«' 

arrouiit  ol  lliii.ii'"«  a:iti-ri-ii^'i<iii>  pri:n  ipl»*s. 

'  ()li>iT\at:nii^  on  Sp»-iiM-rV  Taiiy  «iiK:i*n, 
of  wliu'li  wa.i  nou  iMilili.<hid.    -  NVtV.  i<»N. 

"  n«iul!''«  pnl)li«.lii-d  an  idition  «ii  Sp«'nsi'r. 

i*  III'  cauic  tc>  Oxturd  within  a  lortnitrht,  a 
Jiv.-  w.M  k^.  II.-  lnd;:.-d  ar  Krttd  ll.i'd.— 
I'.nri:;.;  lis  \:s;t.  li.-  rollocud  notliiuj;  in  t 
liii  l)ii-ti.':iar\. —  MAi,o.>t. 


Et.45. 
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••^^licn  Johnioncame  to  Oxford  in  1754,  the 
on{r  raeation  was  beginning,  and  most  people  were 
Mviog  the  place.  This  was  the  first  time  of  his 
«ing  there,  after  quitting  the  University.  The 
text  morning  after  hb  arrival,  he  wished  to  see  his 
Ad  co]l^<;e,  Ptmbroie.  I  went  with  him.  He  was 
lighlj  pleawd  to  find  all  the  ^lege-servants  which 
le  had  left  there  still  remaining,  particularly  a 
ery  old  butler ;  and  expressed  great  satisfiKtion  at 
icing  reco^ised  by  them,  and  conversed  with 
bem  fiuniliarly.  He  waited  on  the  master.  Dr. 
ilMlclifle,  who  received  him  veiy  coldly.  Johnson 
t  least  exi»ccted  that  the  master  would  order  a 
■npy  of  his  Dictionary,  now  near  publication  ;  but 
lie  master  did  not  choose  to  talk  on  the  subject, 
tKver  askc<1  Johnson  to  dine,  nor  even  to  visit  him, 
rhile  be  &uid  at  Oxford.  After  we  had  left  tlie 
»lgin|^  Johnson  said  to  me,  *  There  lives  a  man, 
rbu  lives  by  the  revenues  of  literature,  and  will 
lot  move  a  finger  to  support  it.  '  If  I  come  to 
ite  at  Oxford,  I  shall  take  up  my  abode  at 
rrinily.'*  We  then  called  on  the  Reverend  Mr. 
tfccke,  one  of  the  fellows,  and  of  Johnson's  stand- 
Qg.  Here  was  a  most  cordial  greeting  on  both 
idea.  On  leaving  him,  Jolmson  said,  *  I  used  to 
hink  Meeke  had  excellent  parts,  when  we  were 
toys  together  at  the  college :  but,  alas  ! 

*  Lost  in  a  convent's  solitary  gloom  !'—> 

*■  *  I  remember,  at  the  classical  lecture  in  the 
flalU  I  could  not  bear  Meeke's  superiority,  and  I 
ricd  to  sit  as  far  from  him  as  I  could,  that  I  might 
ot  hear  him  construe.' 
•*  As  we  were  leaving  the  college,  he  sud,  *  Hero 
translated  Pope's  Messiah.  Which  do  you  think 
s  the  best  line  in  it  ?  —  My  own  favourite  is, 

'  VaBU  aromatica*  fimdit  Saroniea  nube*.* 

told  him,  I  thought  it  a  very  sonorous  hexameter. 

did  not  tell  him,  it  was  not  in  the  Virgilian  style. 
lie  much  regretted  that  his  /ir$t  tutor  was  dead  ; 
or  whom  he  sceme<i  to  retain  the  greatest  regard. 
:Ie  laid,  *  I  once  had  been  a  whole  morning  slid- 
Dg  in  Christ- Church  meadows,  and  missed  his 
Bcture  in  logic.  After  dinner  he  sent  for  me  to 
at  rooDi.  I  expected  a  sharp  rebuke  fur  my  idlu- 
KH,  and  went  with  a  beating  heart.  '  When  we 
me  seated,  he  told  me  he  liad  sent  for  mc  to  drink 
1  glass  of  wine  with  him,  and  to  tell  me,  he  was 
wi  angry  with  me  for  missing  his  lecture.  This 
rai.  in  fUct,  a  most  severe  reprimand.  Some  more 
f  the  buys  were  then  sent  for,  and  we  spent  a  very 


■  There  I*  some  excu»e  for  Dr.  KatcliO'  (»o  he  ipclt  hit 
1^)  not  nrdcrtng  a  copr  of  the  book,  fnr  tbi*  viiit  occurred 
■HBorrijrht  month*  brfurr  thA  Dirtloiiary  wsi  piibUthed. 
fca^iMJiiiif  oeirl*^  of  Juhnsoii  i»  le»%  ea»i!y  to  be  arrounted 
^^llna  It  be  br  the  fart,  that  he  wa«  a  Kri'at  ifiralid  ;  but 
tota0«titiu>i  or  hit  livinfT  by  the  roTenuet  of  literature, 
MmmmuOthlnfr  for  it.  cannot,  as  Dr.  Hall  infr>rincd  me, 
^imtif  nude  aK^n*t  ^'-  U»tcliff:  for  he  beqiica'livd  to  hl« 
IgmfiOurH.  4  ficr  cents,  for  the  ettAlilithment  oi'  an  exhi- 
l^p  §gr  the  fton  of  a  c;ioucc«tenhiro  clergyman  ;  KiOO/.  for 
li  teyrovemeat  of  the  colleire  buildings:  lOQi.  worth  of 
Hip.  yxi  \OHi.  for  continirent  exp<  n%v».  l*ho  renkiue  of 
hmmmmj  (escepc  W>L  left  for  the  rr)>Rir  of  the  prebvndal 
■SaatCtouce^er)  he  left  to  the  old  butler  inentioa«Hl  in 
^HBf,  vbo  barl  long  l)een  his  servant :  a  bequest  which 
I^MiB  hisB«elf  imitsted  in  favour  of  his  own  servant,  B«r- 

*  Mr.  Warton's  own  College.  —  CsoKxa. 

s  T^  «a»  Johnson's  earliest  account  uf  this  little  event. 


pleasant  afternoon.*  Besides  Mr.  Meeke,  there  was 
only  one  other  fellow  of  Pembroke  now  resident : 
from  both  of  whom  Johnson  received  the  greatest 
civilities  during  this  visit,  and  they  presKd  him 
very  much  to  have  a  room  in  the  college. 

**  In  the  course  of  this  visit  Johnson  and  I 
walked  three  or  four  times  to  Ellesfield,  a  village 
beautifully  situated  about  three  miles  from  Oxford, 
to  see  Mr.  [Francis]  Wise,  Radclivian  librarian, 
with  whom  Johnson  was  much  pleased.  At  this 
place,  Mr.  Wise  had  fitted  up  a  house  and  gardens, 
in  a  singuUr  manner,  but  with  great  taste.  Here 
was  an  excellent  library,  particularly  a  valuable 
collection  of  books  in  Northern  literature,  with 
which  Johnson  was  often  very  btisy.  One  day 
Mr.  Wise  *  read  to  us  a  dissertation  which  he  was 
preparing  for  the  press,  intitled  *A  History  and 
Chronology  of  the  Fabulous  Ages.'  Some  old 
divinities  of  Thrace,  related  to  the  Titans,  and 
called  the  Cabiri,  made  a  very  important  part  of 
the  theory  of  this  piece  ;  and  in  conversation  after- 
wards, Mr.  Wise  talked  much  of  his  Cabiri.  As 
we  returned  to  Oxford  in  the  evening,  I  outwalked 
Johnson,  and  he  cried  out  Sufflamina,  a  Latin 
word  which  came  from  his  mouth  with  peculiar 
grace,  and  was  as  much  as  to  say.  Put  <m  jfour  drag 
chain.  Before  we  got  home,  I  again  walked  too 
fast  for  him ;  and  he  now  cried  out,  *  Wb^,  you 
walk  as  if  you  were  pursued  by  all  the  Cabiri  in  a 
body.'  In  an  evening  we  frequently  took  long 
walks  from  Oxford  into  the  country,  returning  to 
supper.  Once,  in  our  way  hcmie,  we  viewed  the 
ruins  of  the  abbcya  of  Oscney  and  Rewley,  near 
Oxford.  After  at  least  half  an  hour's  silence, 
Johnson  said,  *  I  viewed  them  with  indignation ! ' 
We  had  then  a  long  conversation  on  Gothic  build- 
ings ;  and  in  talking  of  the  form  of  old  halls,  he 
said,  *  In  these  halls,  the  fire-place  was  anciently 
always  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  till  the  Whigs 
removed  it  on  one  side.'*  About  this  time  there 
had  been  an  execution  of  two  or  three  criminals  at 
Oxford  on  a  Monday.  Soon  afterwards,  one  day 
at  dinner,  I  was  saying  that  Mr.  Swinton",  the 
chaplain  of  the  gaol,  and  also  a  ftrequent  preacher 
before  the  university,  a  learned  man,  but  often 
thoughtless  and  absent,  preached  the  condemnation 
sermon  on  repentance,  before  the  convicts,  on  the 
preceding  day,  Sunday  ;  and  that  in  the  close  he 
told  his  audience,  that  he  should  give  them  the 
remainder  of  what  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject 
the  next  Lord's  Day.  Upon  which,  one  of  our 
company,  a  doctor  of  divinity,  and  a  plain  matter- 
of-fact  man,  by  way  of  oflering  an  apology  for  Mr. 


and  prottably  the  most  accurate ;  many  years  after  this  he  told 
the  story  to  Boswell  and  Mn.  Pioixi,  and  made  a  parade  of 
bis  having  waited  on  his  tutor,  not  with  a  "  beating  heart,**  but 
with  **  nomchatance  and  even  insolence."  See  ant^,  p.  IS.  n.  4. 

*  Lately  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  and  at  this  time  was 
Radcliran  Librarian  at  Oxford  ;  of  considerable  leamiog, 
and  eminently  skilled  in  Iloman  and  Anglo-  Saxon  antiqui- 
ties, —  Warton. 

»  What  can  this  mean  ?  What  had  the  Whigi  to  do  with 
removing  the  smoky  hearths  from  the  centre  of  the  great 
hulls  to  a  more  commodious  chimney  at  the  tide  ?  And 
there  arc  hundreds  of  very  ancirnt  halls  with  their  chimneys 
in  the  sides.  Johnson  was  either  ioklng.  or  he  alluded  to  some 
particular  circumstances  which  Wartun  omitted  to  notice.  — 
Cruker. 

«  The  Krr.  John  Swinton,  R.  D.,  of  Ch.  Ch.,  one  of  the 
chief  writers  of  the  Universal  History,  (conremlng  which, 
tco pott,  December  G.  1784.)  died  In  1777, aged  79. —  Caoaaa. 
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Swintoii,  f^ravoly  remarked,  tlmt  ht^  had  itrubftbly 
prettcbeil  ihe  same  jorinon  befarc   tlu*  university : 

•  Yes,  Sir  (says  JulinAon),  but  thu  uuiveraity  were 
not  to  l>€  luingcd  the  next  morning.' 

*'  1  forgot  to  observe  befort!^  iliai  when  lie  left 
Mr,   Metke,    (ua    I    have  told   nbov«,)   he  added, 

*  About  tbt'  saiiitr  tbne  of  life,  Mcckc  was  left  bv- 
biod  at  0«f)krd  to  feed  on  n  ftfUowsbip,  and  1  went 
ti»  Ivortdon  to  get  my  living :  now.  Sir,  sec  the  dif- 
forenc«;  of  our  literary  characters ! '"  ' 

Tb*i  followlnrf  letter  was  written  by  Dr. 
Jcdirisoti  to  Mr.  Cliarabcrs,  of  Lincoln  Collejre, 
^iVrwartls  Sir  Kobort  Chainbei>s,  one  of  llie 
judgca  in  India  ^: 

JOHNSON  TO  CHAMBERS. 

♦•Londoo.  Nov.SL  1754. 

"OitAR  Sin, — ^  The  eommiwion  which  I  de- 
Inycd  to  trouble  you  with  at  your  departure,  I  am 
nutv  obligud  to  send  you  j  and  beg  that  you  will  be 
so  kind  ais  to  carry  it  to  Mr  Warton,  of  Trinity,  to 
whom  I  fihould  have  written  immediately,  but 
that  I  know  not  If  he  be  yet  come  back  to  Ox- 
ford. 

♦♦  In  the  catalogue  of  MSS.  of  Gr.  Brit.,  wq  vol. 
i.  \mffc  18.  MSS.  Bodl.  Makttkiux  xv.  nutriyrum. 
#nA  JtJi&nOt  auctore  Tf^i'phylnclo* 

'*  It  is  desired  that  Mr,  Warton  will  inquire, and 
«^nd  word,  whut  will  be  the  cost  of  tranftcribing 
this  manuscript, 

"  Vol.  ii,  p.  32.  Num.  loss.  5B.  CoLL.  Nov,  — 
Cmnmtntaria  in  Acta  ApotioL  —  Camnusmt.  in  Septem 
SpiittoltiJi  CtithoUcai. 

••  He  is  desired  to  tetl  what  is  the  age  of  each  of 
these  manuscrtpls  ;  and  what  U  will  cQ!$t  to  have  a 
transcript  of  the  two  first  pagc«  of  each. 

"  If  Mr.  Warton  be  not  in  Oxford,  you  may  try 
if  you  can  get  it  done  by  any  body  else  ;  or  stay  till 
he  comes  according  to  your  own  convenience.  It 
is  for  an  Itiiliaii  literato, 

"  The  answer  is  to  be  directed  to  his  Excellency 
Mr.  Zon,  Venetian  Resident,  Soho  Square. 

"  I  hope,  dear  Str,  that  you  do  not  regret  the 
change  of  London  for  Oifurd.  Mr,  Baretti  is  well, 
and  Miss  Williams;  and  wo  shall  all  be  glad  to 
hear  from  you,  whenever  you  shall  be  so  kind  as  to 
write  to.  Sir.  your  mo>t  humble  tn,'rTant, 

*•  Sam.  Johkso.^." 

The  defrrec  of  Jliister  of  Arts,  whicb,  it  has 
been  observed,  could  not  be  obtained  ibr  hitn 
at  an  early  period  of  Lis  life,  vas  now  con- 


sidered as  an  honour  of  considen 
ance,  in  order  to  ffrace  the  titJe- 
Dic'tionary ;  and  his  cbamelcr  in 
world  being  by  this  time  descn^o 
friends  thoucrht  that,  if  proper  ej[j 
made,  the  University  of  U.xfonl 
him  the  compliment. 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  W 

♦'  [London,] 

••  Dt*R  Sia, —  I  am  citremcly  ob 
and  to  Mr.  Wise,  for  the  uncommol 
you  have  taken  of  my  intert-Rt  * ;  if  y4 
plish  your  kind  design.  I  sliaU  cerlsil 
little  habitation  among  you. 

■'  The  books  which  I  promised  to 
have  not  been  yet  uble  to  procure  :  b« 
him  a  Finnick  Dictionary,  the  only  <M 
in  England,  which  was  presented  mi 
Swede  :  but  I  keep  it  back,  that  it 
of  ray  own  hooks  *  of  the  new  cdilio 
I  shall  accompany  it,  more  weico 
assure  him  of  my  gratitude. 

"  Poor  dear   Collins  *  !  —  Would 
hira  Any  pleasure  ?     I  have  a  mind  t 

^  I  am  glad  of  your  hindrance  in  y 
design*,  yet  1  would  not  have  it  deli 
hours  a  day  stolen  from  sleep  and  a 
produce  it.  Let  a  Servitour  '  tran: 
tations,  and  interleave  them  with 
save  time.  This  will  shorten  the  wo^ 
the  fatigue.  | 

"  Can  1  do  nny  thing  to  promoting'] 

I  would   not  lie  wanting  to  co-operi 

kindness;  of  which  whatever  be  that 

be,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged,  &c.    || 

"  Sam* 


Sam*  i 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  W 

**  [Lobttoa,] 
"  Dear  Sir, —  I  am  extremely  s< 
favour  dune  mci  both  by  Mr,  Wise  i 
The  l>uok*  cannot,  I  think,  be  printl 
six  weeks,  nor  probably  so  soon ;  «n| 
back  the  title- page  for  such  an  ins( 
leem  to  promitt  me.  Be  pleased  to 
what  money  I  shall  send  you,  for  hi 
pense  of  the  afliur  [of  the  degree]  ;  ai| 
care  that  you  may  have  it  ready  at  yi 


PoYi^^rty  wM  the  itimulu* 

*  naturaUf ,  It  m«y  be  »up- 

i.  and  be  woi  cow  begin- 

n—At,    \Auu'    M-   nhirh  in  tiiAny  jrcAr*  of  nunrul 

111  pi^ntiry   liwi  l.ild  the  foaDdwdcm.     M«!«k«  had 

my  lih^  or  rjircent  competence;  and  on  the  whole, 

■  "'      -nried  Jt^hnton.  «»  John«on  him:    the 

uf  Providence  equal iw,  to  a  degree  not 

1  sight,  the  happineM  of  mankind  —nre 

r  .ri.-fnii.,V  frt.lhl ('.,  I  K.M     Mr.-kr  ill»^l 


^t-0  Ji  Ki'f  tU    >lMUHl^U.  3  UCt.     j 


iijcri  wai  tioro  In  1797,  at  NflveaiiiUiMin* 
.  M  ill  Itie  Mmo  •chuol  wHh  Lord  Stawcll 


antt  hi*  brother  the  Earl  or  Eldon,  u 
ttieni)  a  member  of  Unt?*riitjf  t'olli'g* 
ing  CbHtntjcirt,  whun  a  fvllaw  of  Uoivarill 
bw^Aioc  lU'Qualntod  with  Liird  Stowoll ;  and 
went  to  IndUL,  Lord  Stowell,  a«  be  eiiprcM«d  I 
to  iticceod  to  hii  nlace  ia  JfjhnHxn't  U\t^' 

3  In  procurlnf  him  the  dogroe  of  M.  A.^ 
Oxford.  — Wak  raw. 

<•  Thff  Rambler Crorer. 

>  Collini  (the  piH  t .  w  m  nt  thk  ilmDat  Q 
to  Mr.  Warton  ;   '  r  lh« 

lAnguor  nf  bodr,  i.  — Wi 

tlir  i»  11  .if  d  h*U(  t  ,,ra  la 

—  t'BOKtw. 

'hfnfC  H  tuhime  of  obtervmlons 

■  A  by  my  tikioK  piipilt  in  Ihl*  Cot| 

I  liiii^  itudenu  of  th«  Iowmi  rauk,  • 

\V«a-roN. 

*  lils  Utctionarj.  —  Waatoh. 
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"Ikad  kldytlM  frvoor  of  s letter  from  your 
i«hcr»  vith  some  eeeount  of  poor  CoUins,  for 
lom  I  am  modi  eoneemed.  I  have  a  notion, 
tH  hj  very  great  temperaaee^  or  more  properly 
rtuwoce^  he  may  yet  rceover. 
**  Tliciv  b  an  old  En^bh  and  Latin  book  of 
cma  by  Barclay,  called  «*  The  Ship  of  Fook  ;** 
the  end  of  ndiidi  are  a  numher  of  Eghgmn,  — 
be  writes  it,  from  Sghga^  — ^whieh  are  probably 
I  flnt  In  our  langu^pe.  If  you  cannot  find  the 
ok,  I  vill  get  Mr.  Doddey  to  send  it  you. 
■■  I  thall  be  eitremely  glad  to  hear  fnnn  you 
m,  to  know  if  the  affiur  proceeds.  I  have  men- 
•cd  it  to  none  of  my  friends,  for  fear  of  being 
igbed  at  for  my  disappointment. 
"  You  know  poor  Mr.  Dodsley  has  lost  his  wife ; 
tclicive  be  ia  much  aflfeeted.  I  hope  he  will  not 
fer  ao  much  aa  I  yet  suffer  for  the  loss  of  mine. 


to  myself  broken  off  from 
a  kind  of  solitary  wanderer  in  the  wild 
liiB^  without  any  direction,  or  fixed  point  of 
rw;  a  gloomy  guar  on  the  world,  to  which  I 
ve  little  rriation.  Tet  I  would  endeavour,  by 
e  hdp  of  yon  and  your  brother,  to  supply  the 
■St  of  closer  union  by  friendship ;  and  hope  to 
«c  looff  the  pleasure  of  bein^  dear  ffl 

yours*  Sax.  Jobmson. 


[JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

•*  [London.]  D«e.M.  1754. 
"Daaa  81a,  —  I  am  sat  down  to  answer  your 
ad  letter,  though  I  know  not  whether  I  shall 
raet  it  ao  as  ibMM.  it  may  reach  you ;  the  mis- 
friage  of  it  will  be  no  great  matter,  as  I  have 
itihing  to  send  but  thanks,  of  which  I  owe  you 
sny ;  yet,  if  a  few  should  be  lost,  I  shall  amply 
id  tbem  in  my  own  mind ;  and  professions  of  re- 
eec,  of  which  the  profession  will  easily  be  renewed 
bile  the  respect  continues :  and  the  same  causes 
bidi  first  produced  can  hardly  fail  to  preserve  it. 
r^  let  me  know,  however,  whether  my  letter 
Mb  its  way  to  you. 

*■  Fuor  dear  Collins  I  —  Let  me  know  whether 
n  think  it  would  give  him  pleasure  if  I  should 
rite  to  bins.  /  haoe  often  httm  wear  his  etaiCf  and 
airfbic  have  it  in  great  commiseration. 
*I  nneerely  wish  you  the  usual  pleasures  of  this 
yoBS  season,  and  more  than  the  usual  pleasures, 
MM  of  contemplation  on  the  great  event  which 
is  festival  commemorates.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
Mtaflcctionate  and  most  humble  servant, 

«  Sam.  Johkson.*'] 
-rasTsLi/e. 


U  from  the  long-Ioit  BsLLnoraoN,  s  tragedy 
Chaslui  Burnby. 
alu  ?  we  have 
wu  the  habi- 
of  the  phUosophw  Grantor. — Caoass. 


It  b  prftienred  b]r  Sulda«.  —  Cha 
t^**AUu!  hmtwkifskotiidluMi 
the  iummm  m  to4  <^  wortmlitu  f  "   It 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

1755—1758. 

Mu$om  M.A.  bf  Diphma.  —  Comtpmidenet  wUk 
Warton,  and  tAe  AmthoriHu  of  tAa   UnivenU^,— 

Dejinitums.  —  Abru^fment  of  the  ^ietumarjf,  — 
The  Univerud  Vwter,  —  The  Literary  Maga- 
xine. — Defence  of  Tea,  —  Ptdpii  Dieeounet,  — 
Propoeahfor  an  EdUiom  of  Shahapeare.  ^-Jhmu 
-  Soame  Jemyne.  —  ChoHee  J^anuy. 


In  1755  we  behold  him  to  great  advantage; 
his  de^^ree  of  Master  of  Arts  conferred  upon 
him,  his  Dictioniuy  published,  hb  correspond- 
ence animated,  hb  benevolence  exercised. 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

"[LoodoD,]  Fsb.  1.1786. 

**  DxAa  Sia,  —  I  wrote  to  you  some  weeks  ago^ 
but  believe  did  not  direct  accurately,  and  therefore 
know  not  whether  you  had  my  letter.  I  would, 
likewise,  write  to  your  brother,  but  know  not 
where  to  find  him.  I  now  begin  to  see  land,  after 
having  wandered,  according  to  Mr.  Warfoorton'k 
phrase,  in  this  vast  sea  of  words.  What  reception 
I  shall  meet  with  on  the  shore,  I  know  not: 
whether  the  sound  of  bells,  and  aoclanutions  of  the 
people,  which  Ariosto  talks  of  in  his  last  Canto*, 
or  a  general  murmur  of  dislike,  1  know  not: 
whether  I  shall  find  upon  the  coast  a  Calypso  that 
will  court,  or  a  PolypLeme  that  will  eat  me.  But 
if  Pdypheme  comes,  have  at  his  eye.  J  hope, 
however,  the  critics  will  let  me  be  at  peace ;  fw 
though  I  do  not  much  fear  their  skill  and  strength, 
I  am  a  little  afraid  of  myself,  and  would  not 
willingly  feel  so  much  ill-will  in  my  bosom  as  lite- 
rary quarrels  are  apt  to  excite. 

**  Mr.  Baretti  is  about  a  work  for  which  he  is  in 
great  want  of  Crescimbeni,  which  you  may  have 
again  when  you  please. 

**  There  is  nothing  considerable  done  or  doing 
among  us  here.  We  are  not,  perhaps,  as  innocent 
as  villagers,  but  most  of  us  seem  to  be  as  idle.  I 
hope,  however,  you  are  busy;  and  should  be 
glad  to  know  what  you  are  doing.  I  am,  dearest 
Sir,  your  humble  servant,  Sam.  Johxson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

•*  [London.]  Feb.  4. 1755. 
**  DiAa  Sia,  —  I  received  your  letter  this  day, 
with  great  sense  of  the  fevour  that  has  been  done 
me  ' ;  for  which  I  return  my  most  sincere  thanks : 
and  entreat  you  to  pay  to  Mr.  Wise  such  returns 
as  I  ought  to  nmke  for  so  much  kindness  so  little 
deserved. 


s  "  Sento  renir  per  allegreiza,  un  tuono 

Che  fremar  r  aria,  a  rlmbombar  far  1'  code : 
Odo  dl  ■qullle."  &c. 

Orlando  Fnrioeo,  c.  xlvL  §.>..-  Waioar. 

'  Hit  degree  had  now  naat  the  aafflragei  of  the  heads  of 
GoUcgw  t  but  was  not  yet  flnallf  granted  ^  the  oniversl^ :  it 
was  carried  vlthoat  a  dl«stntlsn<  voice.  ~  Wavtui. 
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•♦  I  5i*nt  Mr,  Wise  tlie  Lexicon,  ond  nftenrard* 
wrote  to  It'un  ;  but  know  not  whuthcr  be  had  cither 
the  book  or  letter.  Bu  so  good  a«  to  cootrive  to 
inquire. 

*•  But  why  docs  my  dear  Mr.  Warton  tell  tne 
nothing  of  l>im«elf?  Where  haiigs  the  new 
vtilutne'?  Can  I  help?  I^t  not  the  pa^ft  labour 
be  lu,'*t,  for  want  of  a  little  more:  but  snulcli  wUut 
time  you  can  from  the  H»IU  and  the  pupils,  and 
the  coflee-hoase,  and  the  Parks*,  and  complete 
your  design.     1  am^  dear  Sir,  &c,, 

**Sa».   JoiixaoN." 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

-  [Lonaon.]  Feb.  t3.  1755. 

••OrAii  Sm,  —  I  had  a  letter  la-^t  week  from 
Mr.  Wi%e,  but  have  yet  heard  nothing  from  you, 
nor  knon-  in  whnt  state  my  little  »fiair  stands;  of 
which  I  beg  you  to  inform  me,  if  you  can,  to- 
morrow,  liy  the  return  uflht'  post* 

•*  Mr.  Wise  sends  me  word,  that  he  has  not  hnd 
tht'  Finnick  Lenicon  yet,  M*hich  I  sent  some  time 
a^jn ;  nnd  if  he  has  it  not,  you  must  inquire  after 
it.      HoweveTp  do  tiot  lot  your  letter  stay  for  that. 

"  Your  brother,  who  i*  a  better  corre-^poTidcnl 
than  you,  and  not  much  belter,  iiendi  me  word, 
thiit  your  pu|>ils  keep  you  m  College:  but  do 
they  keep  you  from  writtni;  too?  Let  them  ill 
least  g^ive  you  time  to  write  to,  dear  Sir,  yowr 
must  afT'eetionate,  &;c.,  Sam.  Johksom." 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 
'•  [Londou.)  Fib.  ITA5. 

**  Dear  Sir, —  Dr»  King*  was  with  mc  a  few 
minuted  before  your  letter;  this,  however,  i*  the 
6r%t  Instance  in  which  your  kind  intentions  to  me 
have  ever  been  frustrated.*  1  have  now  the  full 
effect  of  your  care  and  !)enevolcnce ;  and  am  fir 
from  thitiktnfi  it  a  .nlij^ht  honour  or  a  small  advan- 
tage: since  it  will  put  the  enjoyment  of  your  con- 
versation more  frequently  in  the  power  of,  dear  Sir, 
your  most  obliged  iittd  affectionate, 

*'  SaK.    JotlHtOM. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  enclosed  a  letter  to  the  VicO' 
Chancellor,  which  you  Mritl  read ;  ond^  if  you  like 
it,  seal  and  give  him." 


Ai  the  nnblic  will  doubtless  be  pleased  to 
SCO  the  wliolo  progr<*ss  of  this  well-earned 
iM.'adomiad  hnnoar^  I  shall  liist*rt  the  Chancellor 
of  Oxford's  letter  to  the  University,  the  di- 
)loinii,  and  .Ttdmson's  lutter  of  thanks  to  tlio 

ice-Chancellor. 


^ 


'  On  Spentpr.  —  WAnTO*. 
*  The.  wallu  nc4r  0*fnrd  ««  catM.—  CaOKlR. 
>  rrtncioAt  of  Haim  Mat^  It*".  *^  0«rt>n1.     Mo  broufcht 
with  him  ihv  d][)tc»iti.t  froFii  Oxforil,  —  W4aT0»i-     Dr.  Wll- 
Ktii^:    wu    born    lit    tOH'*:    4'titRrnl  ul   Haliol    l*"!  ; 


1. ,  i: 


..I    TMrMlpal   .»t*  Sunt 


^f•lrv  IIaII  in  ITl«. 
I.Uinn  of  the 
lillt    w«*  rfp- 

Mnno- 
•  from 
hH  fatt 


TO  THE  REV.  DR.  HUD 

rpTMidentof  Trinliv  Colleg«»,]  VIee-C 
Untvenky  of  Oxford;  to  b«  cotiiiounicl 
of  HouAe*.  and  prapouKl  in  Cuixvocatitil 

"  Gro»rr>n4>r  StrH 

**  Ma,  VlCE-CIIAJJCELI.OR,   .VSID    GcKl^ 

"  Mr,  Samuel  .Johnson,  who  wai 
Pembroke  College,  having  very  eia 
guished  htmself  by  the  pubtieation 
eixays,  excellently  calculated  to  forni 
of  the  people,  and  in  which  the  cnti| 
and  morality  U  every  where  mainl 
stron;?est  powers  of  argument  nnfJ  % 
who  i.horLlj/  intcadii  to  pubiivh  a  Difl 
Enjurli.Ui  tongue,  formed  on  a  new  p 
cuted  with  the  greatest  labour  and 
persuade  myself  that  I  shall  act  ad 
sentimeuts  of  the  whole  university,  i| 
it  may  be  pro]iused  in  convocution 
him  the  dejfree  of  Master  of  Art*  l| 
which  I  readily  give  my  consent; 
Vice- Clioneel lor,  and  Gentlemen,  jroi 
friend  and  servant. 


Hllarli. 


*•  DIPLOMA  MAGI 
JOHNSON. 

"  C.-fNCELLAnfVS,  Ma^ntru 
Univcrsiiatu  OxonitntU  mnnibtu  ad  f 
script u m  lUrrveHcrit,  saiufem  in  Doming 

»'  CJiw  «um  in  _finem  ffrvdut  acadeim 
nnUrit  inftituti  fueriytt,  «*f  viri  in^a 
prit*tantti  tituli^  tjuatfue  ftr^ter  ctt/rfol 
cAmtjue  trir  tioctiimimus  Sumucl  Johfl 
PefHl^rochien*!,  gtriplis  avis  popuiurii^ 
mautitiuM  tlwl-um  Htcrato  orbi  tniutlt 
UnguO!  jHttritt  turn  omanda  tnm  iUiJdik 
Mcificet  Angticftnum  MUmmo  9tufUn,  fumt 
eontfestum  propeditm  e/titHrvjt')  etiam  at 
impendat  operam  ;  Sos  igUur  C«%nrtlla 
et  Schiilarra  antcdicti^  ni  ptrvm  dt  Htn 
but  optimi  meritmn  tliutiua  inhotwrutuM 
in  tofmni  Conrocationv  Dttctorttttt^ 
Meiffntium,  et  ntm  Re^fentiuTH^  dt^im 
Febmnrii  Anno  Domini  Mitletimo  J} 
QuinqnaffeKtmo  tjuinto  hahttd,  pn 
Samuelem  Johnson  (conspinuUibuM 
fragiit)  MaffiitrttM  m  Artibvt  rentinH 
$tituimHS ;  enrnquet  virtnte  prtr«ralj 
tingvlit  j^rihut,  pricihgiis,  et  honor 
ffradum.  tjndkfjna  pertinrnlibuM  fnd  el  ffQi 

**  /m  cttjui  rei  tentiwoHium  nffiUmlli 
OxonienMia  prasenttbus  apponi  ftcim%^ 

'*  Datum,  in  Df/mp  norira  CtmviKdi 
Mcnais  Pdi,  Anno  Dom,  pnsdictA 

•*  Diploma  aupra  acriptvm  ptr  Re^ltt 
era/,  et  u-  deereio  venrrabilia  Dom^a 
veraitatia  aiyiUo  muaiiium,"  ^ 


ti»ndcr*»  bclnu  In  London  la  the  latter  «n4 
Gcorjte  thr  Second,  wli^rc  Dr.  King  »««  inl 
Hh  MemoHrt  M>%  lit  MfiO  ;  but  tt»I»  ii  lunpnti 
a[  the  preit  or  traniicrltKir  for  nss.    Hi)  i 

CKOKtR. 

*  1  tuppote  JotiDkon  moAn*,  that  my  km4 1 
the  jirst  to  gh«  tilm  Ltti>  goud  newt  af  | 
irrAiilf'4l  Yfn*  frtutratftl  bwauiie  T>r.  KtilR  b 
inj-  tntrlligi^ricn  nrrived.  —  Waktom,  Dt.  I 
U>ry  (o  LorJ  Arran.  ai  Chjiiiretlor  of  OtlIoH 

>  The  orltrtnal  U  In  my  pnMe^ilon.  —  IU 
bolongt  to  Mr.  rocock.  —  CuoiLGa. 
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-VIRO  REVERENDO  [GEOIIGIO] 
HUDDESF'ORD.  S.XP.  LTuiTvniuiU  Okoui- 
nsus  Vice*' Cancel  !«rSo  DUgDminio,  &  1\  D. 

*^  SjkX.    JoHltSOV. 

*  INGRATUS   piami    rt  tiht  tl    miki    ridmr^ 
mim  faa«lo  mt  gomdkt  affSemritit^  ^»m  nvpet  miki 
(Hi,  €ndi»,  0wtft&rt}t  den-tpit   Smaius  Acquit* 
hitranam,    qwo    ta»t»   nihil  Icvi^^t    offictOt 

tiimimt^  mUti  ffiri  tatimontMm  umoriM  im  man  us 
trmd^it,  t^iUHeam  eiiau§ii>m^  Si  q*id  fMi,  mmdi  rti 
tmm  fv^V  v^diU  jTrofid,  hix  ifttn  magit  miki  phcett 
fmtdm  tfmport  in  ardintt  Jeademicot  dem»&  ata^a^ 
tmM  IM,  fw  tmam.  ittMummer*  auettmtatemt  famam^iu 
Or^mii  ^deft^  AmwtiEqiti  modU  c&ma»i^r  Hmninn 
mfii,  MM  taaum  aemii  :  ^it^M  fffo,  provt  virQ  umlera- 
tieo  Hemit  Mtmper  natiii,  fnmper  nttitieruM,  Qui 
n/a,  imier  Aa^  rtrum  procdloM,  vd  tibi  w/  Ac^tmiiE 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

-JLoixJoaO  Mwch  90.  tT55. 

*  Dkak  StKi —  AHer  I  reeeiTecl  my  diptoma,  I 
«tate  yoti  A  letter  of  thoLiikSf  wiih  a  letter  to  (he- 
ViwChinevllcn'f  utd  tent  nfiarher  to  Mr.  Ww; 
Int  have  li^urd  from  UiDbody  sinef,  nnd  begin  to 
Ifciol  iti^i^If  foi^oCteii.  It  is  truv,  1  sent  ^ou  & 
Awfalt  lettrr,  and  pou  nw;  Anr  an  expeiuive  corre- 
ifnndiMit;  but  I  vould  ha^o  taL«ii  it  ktndty,  if  you 
iHid  rFturned  it  Ureble;  and  vhat  in  a  J(7*tb)c  WtU>r 
to  ajprt^  l|j|jr»  that  hsk'vlng  ftUoKMhip  and^ita,  can 
rfecfi  viiJbout  a  ATotfiu  iif  Ajji  ke&df  * 

*^  D«w  Mr.  Walton,  let  mfr  bear  from  joti,  and 
Id]  OM  tometbitig,  I  care  not  what,  tto  I  bear  it 
fast  froni  you,  Sometblng,  I  viLl  telt  ^uu  :  ^*  I 
baf«  to  Hc  mj  Dk-tionary  bound  and  lL'ttcT>.--di 
nral  wrrk  ;  —  cvEstd  flu^/e  ntpfrbtu^  And  t  ham  a. 
ptaa  raiild  to  come  la  l)£f<)rd  at  £a.sti2r-  but  you 
vill  rwt  invite  me.  Shut  I  f  eoine  uniiifittd,  ar 
•tai'  ben  where  nnbody  iicrhaps  wuiild  mw  mc  if 
I  went?  A  hard  choiee  !  But  ^udi  i^  thi'  wnrld 
t^  dor  Sir.  yours,  &c,  Sasi.  JotiMH>»i.  "■ 

JOHKSON  TO  THOMAS  WAUTON. 

'■  [1..»ih1oq,]  yUrch  2fl.  I?,W. 
"Dsaa  Sia,  *— Tboueb   not  *<*   write,   when   a 
maq  ean  write  so  vfll,   is  an    ulFencc   siilKcicnily 


IpwB  Br>  JiibiMon  |A  T^rrire  bk  HIptumil  trom  thn  handj  nf 
WW  rrni  Dr.  Kiaf ,  wbote  princl]jt««  met*  to  futigvtila}  v Ith 

»         -  Tht-m  M\nwMp*  are  f  reity  ihlagi  i 

And  *t*f^'  nlirhl  1  vrni  to  l>pri. 

WiibDut  a  Jickdu^  In  mf  hr^." 

WjkiiT(t?i'<  PruftfrtM  tij  Ditcomlent. 
1  Tl^  fbttoiHai  exlnct  or  a  Irilter  rrom  Thnmai  Wartoti  to 
Mitoutbrr  vili  ihow  likt  Brifrt  ipiiyrnmtt  tm  tlili  frrcit  work  ± 
— -J9lb  April.  IT55.  The  Dlftiooarj  It  arrjvpd;  rhp  pre- 
fa*  b  eo^lr,  ThHf  li  a  frrammAf  prtiftxcd,  and  llLt>  hUtirir}' 
^l^laqTBUtltprrftr  fill!  ;  hm  f4ni  tau^  iiJ^^Tily  prr^ritr 
mw^iM  uf  LiiFirj  and  IrMDlvPCv-  Tbef  «r<»  two  iskm!  unwlt'ldy 
tttaMCk.     I  hawe  writt^p  IiIid  an  latitat  I  ini.    I  (enr  lifi  (iir<iF- 


km  won't  dn  fur  Jnhiivin,  vhirti  It  tlik^KR  [wn^ 


I  crtriCrDrl  tiC)i>titrt>na|{v.     Thi*-  IUkIIti. 


_       i^P  or  eflf.  trfr  aniiumt  whlfh  i*  nut  \ti  ttitp  i«l;*.  e  tJn^w 
iHlf^irv*;  af^lluwihlpto  llrnrMrd  Puttrgiv  whleh  jit  liiu 


heinoui^  yet  1  s>inll  pnu  it  by.  I  am  \ery  glad 
that  the  Vice-chancellor  waa  pleased  with  my 
nute.  I  ihaJl  iixi patiently  cxjicct  you  nt  Londoiii 
tliat  we  may  oduaidcr  what  to  do  next.  I  intend 
ill  the  winter  lo  open  a  Sibtiatttt^^ue^  and  rcuiembu'r, 
that  Tou  arc  to  lubsrrihc  a  »hcet  a  year :  lot  u« 
try,  likcwisi^,  if  we  cannnt  penuadi:  your  brother 
to  »ulMrri(>e  another.  31  y  book  h  now  com  tug  im 
Itrmiiiu  iprat.  Whfit  will  he  its  tatti  1  know  not, 
nor  think  much,  becausif  ibinktng  is  to  no  purpose. 
It  must  stand  the  censure  of  the  prtot  m^^drp  amd 
iki  MmaII>  vf  those  that  undersUnd  it*  and  that 
understand  it  not.  But  in  all  this,  I  sutfi'r  not 
alone  ;  every  writiT  has  the  same  difficulties  and, 
perhaps,  c^ery  writer  talk*  of  them  more  than  he 
thinks. 

"  You  will  be  pleiued  to  make  my  compliments 
to  all  my  friends;  and  he;  si»  kind,  at  every  idlif 
hour,  m  to  remember,  dimr  Sir,  yours^  l^c, 

jyt.  Adams  told  me,  ttiiit  thia  JKhcmo  of  ft 

"  Biblioth^ue  "  waa  a  scriotis  one :  for  upon 
hb  TisitiDg  aim  erne  day,  he  found  his  pftrlour 
floor  covered  with  pareel^s  of  forei^  and  En- 
Ijliah  literary  jonroik,  and  he  told  Dr.  Adams 
he  meant  to  undertake  a  Review.  "  How,  Sir, 
(said  Dr.  AdamBf)  can  you  think  of  doing  it 
alono  ?  All  bnmch<^  of  knowledge  mmt  be 
considered  in  it.  Do  jou  kaow  Mathemiitica  f 
Do  you.  know  Natural  Jlifit4>ry  ?"  Johniion 
answered,  "  Why^  Sir,  I  must  do  m  well  as  I 
can.  My  chief  purpose  is  to  give  my  country- 
men a  view  of  what  i^  doinp  in  liternture  upon 
the  continent;  and  I  shall  have,  in  a  gr>od 
measure,  the  choice  of  my  subleet^  for  I  shoJl 
select  such  books  as  I  best  understand,"  Dr. 
Adams  au^gestLiJf  that  as  Dr.  Matv  bad  ju^t 
then  finished  hta  "  Bibliolhikiuc  Bntanniiiuc," 
Tvhich  wft.1  a  well -executed  work,  pivin;Ti  Jh- 
rc liners  an  account  of  British  puhlieation?,  he 
mighty  with  great  advantage,  a^isuine  him  as 
an  as^si^tniit.  "  i/e,  (snkl  •Totmaon)  the  little 
black  dog  I  rd  tliroiv  him  into  the  Thamea."* 
The  ichonie,  liowever,  was  clroppcd. 

In  one  of  hi:3  little  mi-morandum  hooka  I 
find  the  following'  hinb  for  his  ititcndod  Review 
or  Literary  Journal  {  *'  The  AuTiais  of  IJlc* 
raiure^  foreign,  qji  well  as  domesiii%     Iiuitato 


ajid  a  fH]ow*hl[i  to  St,  5n1itD*%  Cnll^gip.  Kelt  her  nf  ilip  l,iii 
are  to  Ulit>  plan*  tlii-ti!  ftiTtf  j-fOT*."  Uf  tti<ff  liamlhiDiMi  tio. 
nKartmn,  IJt,  Tlill  undtTit™*!  thit  ^ng\n'Sn%tm  pn>fr*Mir* 
tit\j*  tritlrli  wax  raunilH.  la  1750,  but  did  not  nkv  eifi-cC  bt^rure 
ll7liS.  —  (:i*i*M.B. 

*  Mwlthi'w  MUf.  M.l>.  wd  F.  n.  S.^wai  bfirn  In  Hnllnnd 
iq  l7tNi,  and  rriiUriit^  at  l^'fitrn,  \nii  he  came  In  I7<|(1  lo 
•ettle  In  KtiiImkI.  Up  bwaiop  jrtffinrjr  to  (hf  Hovitl  So- 
c^pty  in  17ti9.  and  Id  177:^,  )irlcKJp>tl  librirUn  of  Ibe  'Elrltlth 
Map#'iini.  Mat  J  twiner  the  frlpinl  and  fldmlffr  of  L*>ftl  ri"f*»- 
trrArldt  vh^tt  trorkt  ht  aftrrwArd*  puhlUhHl,  vrndd,  ni  Ur* 
llall  ab-irrTri.  partUiiUrl)'  aT  litH  \>f:rUrA,  liAtt*  lltf  1r  TfCikifi' 
int>ti4atl'U*1  t*i  (hi"  rihkI  isftltijun  of  thr  \r\\r^fcr^phFr  •  but 
Mt  Jiturnal  Uritffttmtuc  it  iiH-nlltinrd  bf  Mr.  (iilibon  In  a 
time  9CTJ  (31*  rent  from  Dr.  jDlmsnti'i,  "  Till*  hiiTThhrii 
IbmUith  luu'lul  l*boiir>  which  hail  ctpk*  tm-n  i\\gi\mt*t\  hj  th« 
fCf  njui  of  UAif^le  nnd  I  be  IrarfiinK  of  I-^  Ch'Tr,  wat  noi  t\it^ 
fi'mct'd  by  lUt'  u«tr,  (he  iLmmli'diriv  and  tlie  jud^nirnt  nl 
Miity  lilt  itilf  i#  pure  aiKl  rKxiULVit,  ntid  in  hja  vErtiic* 
i\r  rvi^n  Ii>  hln  il'k'fi'irii  he  tnnf  he  freVuml  sn  nn*  uf  iKi*  UkI 
di«riplrt  of  thtt  t^ehifi^l  ut  rLiiUpni^Ui-/'  tiih6fm''§  MtHff- 
i^mfu«4  iytfrlf.     iit.  Mat  J  diinJ  )u  ITTft*  —  t'*uK.SK. 
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Le  Clerc  —  Uaylo —  Barbeyrac,  Infelicity  of 
Journals  In  Englaml.  Works  of  the  learned. 
We  cannot  take  in  alL  Sometimes  copy  from 
foreign  JourmUiBta.     Alwuys  tt'll." 

JOHNSON  TO  BIRCH. 

•*  M»rch  39,  UftS. 
♦*  Si  R.  —  I  have  sent  some  pari*  of  my  Dictionary, 
such  HA  irerv'  at  handt  for  yuur  msptrclion.  The 
favour  which  I  beg  is,  that  if  you  do  not  like 
them,  you  will  say  nothing.  I  nm,  .Sit,  your  most 
afRictioimte  humble  servant,       Sam.  JonsftOK." 


BIRCH  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Korfalk  Street,  Aprrt  3.  I7&5. 
**  Sir, —  The  part  of  your  Dicllonnry  which  you 
hnve  favoured  mc  with  tbc  sight  of  has  givun  me 
such  an  idea  of  the  whule,  tlint  1  must  sincerely 
congratulate  the  public  upon  the  ue()utsitiou  of  a 
work  long  wanted,  and  now  cjtccwted  witli  an  in- 
dustry, accuracy,  and  jud^ment^  equal  to  the  tm- 
)9orUncc  of  the  subject.  You  might,  perhaps,  liavc 
chosun  one  in  which  your  genius  would  have  ap- 
peared to  more  advantaj^e,  but  you  could  not  have 
ft\ed  upon  any  other  in  which  your  labours  would 
hove  done  such  suljstuntiat  service  to  the  prcfent 
rtge  and  to  porterity.  I  am  ghid  that  your  health 
lius  supported  the  application  necessary  to  the  per- 
formance of  so  vast  n  lask  ;  and  can  undertake  lo 
prutni&e  you  as  one  (though  perhaps  the  otily)  re- 
ward of  it,  the  approbation  and  thanks  of  every 
well-wLsht^r  to  the  honour  of  the  English  langu:igG. 
1  am,  with  the  ijreatest  regard.  Sir,  your  most 
faithful  and  mo»t  alfeutionate  humble  servant, 

"  Tiio.    DiacH/' 

Mr.  Charles  Barney,  ttIio  has  since  dis- 
tinguished himself  so  much  in  the  science  of 
music,  and  obtained  a  Doctor's  degree  from 
the  University  of  Oxford,  had  been  driven 
from  the  capital  by  bad  hc;iUh,  nnd  wna  now 
resi(lin*r  at  Lynne  Rej^ia  in  Norfolk.  He  had 
been  ao  ninch  deJi^htcd  with  Jcthnson'a  "  UMtn- 
bler,"  and  the  pfan  of  his  Dictionary,  that 
when  the  ^eat  work  was  announced  in  the 
newspajKjrs  as  nearly  finiahetl,  he  wrote  to 
Dr.  Johnson,  bejjft»^ing  to  be  informed  when 
and  in  what  manner  hij*  Dictionary  wouhi  be 
jjuhlished ;  intrenting;  if  it  should  be  by  sub- 
£cri|itiiin,  or  he  should  have  any  books  at  his 
own  dispo5«al,  to  be  favoured  with  5i.\  copies 
for  himself  and  friends. 

In  answer  to  this  application,  Dr.  Johnson 
wrote  tlie  followin]pr  letter,  of  which  (to  use 
Dr.  Burney'B  own  wonls)  **  if  it  be  remembered 
that  it  wa.'t  written  to  an  obscure  young  man, 
who  at  this  time  had  not  nuich  di5ttti|j^uished 
hiniBelf  even  in  his  own  profession,  but  ivhose 
name  nould  never  have  reached  the  aiitimr  of 
'  llie  Rambler,'  the  ]K)litene*s  and  urbanity 
uuiy  be  oppjsed  to  some  of  the  stories  which 


gieci 


huTC  been  lately  circulated  of  Dn 
natural  rudeness  and  ferocity.* 

JOHNSON  TO  BURNEI 
Lynne  Itcffig,  Sor/ulk. 
"  Cough  Squiuro,  Fle*t  iitrct^t.  Aj 

**Sia,  —  If  you  imagine  that  by  det 
answer    I    intended   to    shew   any    neglect 
notice  with  which  you  have  favoured  mi 
neither  think  justly  of  yourftelf  nor  of 
civilities  were  uflered  with  too  much  el 
to  engage  attention;   and  I  have  too muelTp 
in  pleasing  men  like  you»  not  to  feel  very 
the  diNtinctlon  which  you  have  bestowed  up 

M  Few  consequences  of  my  endeavours  to 
or  to  l>cnefit  mankind  have  delighted  memoi 
your  friendship  thuH  voluntarily  otfered,  whi^ 
I  have  it  I  hope  to  keep,  because  I  hup«  t 
tinue  to  deserve  it.  "" 

*'  I  have  no  Dictionaries  toditposeof  { 
but  shall  be  glad  to  have  you  direct  v< 
to  Mr.  Dodsley,  because  it  was  hyhisrei 
lion  that  I  was  employed  in  the  work. 

*♦  When  you  have  leisure  to  think  agail 
let  me  be  favoured  with  another  letter; 
yet,  when  you  liave  looked  into  my 
If  you  find  faulla,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
them;  if  you  lind  none.  1  shall  ihink  you  i 
by  kind  partiality:  but  to  have  made  you 
in  his  favour,  will  very  much  gratify  the  an 
of,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  most  huml 
vant,  Sah.   Jouvi 

Mr.  Andrew  Millar,  Ijookseller  in  the  8 
took  the  ]irincipal  charge  of  conductii 
publication  of  Johnson's  Dictionary;  i 
the  patience  of  the  proprietors  was  rept 
tried  and  almost  exhausted,  by  their  exj 
that  the  work  would  be  completed  witi 
time  which  Johnson  had  snnf(uinely  suj 
the  learned  author  was  often  goacled 
patch,  more  especially  as  he  had 

the  copy-money,  by  different  di ^ 

sideralde  time  before  he  hi«l  fmished 
When  the  messenger  who  carried  the  la? 
to  Millar  retnrne<l,  Johnson  aijked  hji 
what  did  ho  say?'*  —  Sir,  (an»weredJ 
scnjijcr)  he  smd,  *  Tliank  Goi>,  I  have  '^ 
luuu' "     **  I  am  jjliid  (replied  Joli 
smile.)  that  he  thanks  God  for  any, 
It  is  ri'umrkable,  that  those  witii 
scm  chielly  contracted  for  his  liti 
were  8cotdimen,  Mr,  Millar  an*' 
Millar,  though  himself  no  great ^ 
ature,  had  good  sense  enough  to 
friends  very  able  men  to  give  him  thd 
and  advice  in  the  purchase  of  cop^H 
consequence  of  which  was  his  acoutril 
large  fortune,  with  great  libt-rabty. 
said  of  him,   "I  respect  Millar, 
raised   the   price   of  literature." 
pniise  may  be  jtistly  given  ti>  Puuckt 
eminent  bookseller' of  Parii.*     Mr, 
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Ebenlity,  juAgBBsni   and   euccegs,    ore    well 
known. 


JOHNSON  TO  MR,  LANGTON, 

*■  May  G.  I?6S. 

•  Si&i —  It  hu  been  long  observed,  that  men  do 
am  suspect  faults  which  they  do  aqI  ct^mmit ;  your 
PVB  dqgv^ce  of  nuumcra,  and  puncttudity  ofcotii- 

did  not  sufr«T  you  to  impute  tu  me  llmt 
of  which  I  was  gull  It*  and  [for]  which 
I  hare  not  twee  atoned.  I  received  both  your 
ktlenj,  and  rcceiTed  ihetn  with  pfeasiire  propor* 
ttociate  to  the  esteem  whkh  so  ihort  an  aci|uairit* 
Kne*  stniogly  impresaed,  and  which  !  bopv  to  con- 
irra  hf  Dearer  koowledge.  though  1  am  Arrald  that 
gnttiSeation  will  be  fbr  a  time  withheld^ 

*"  I  have,  indeedt  published  my  book  ',  of  which  I 
bcff  to  know  your  fttther^H  judgmeat,  and  yours ; 
AMI  J  h»Ye  now  «caid  long  enough  to  watch  its  [iro- 
^icH  n  the  world.  It  has»  you  &«««  no  pationi, 
hkI,  J  think,  ban  yet  bad  mo  opponentit,  except  the 
entjes  of  ihe  coflec^house,  who«e  outcrica  are  soon 
disiwf»«d  imo  the  air,  and  an*  thought  on  do  more: 
tram  tiMt^  ihct^OTe,  I  am  at  Liberty,  «od  tblnk  of 
Uking  lb«  opportunity  of  this  interval!  to  make  an 
tSCBf^Miiii  and  why  not  thca  into  Lincolnshire  ? 
»r,  to  sieRtkrn  *  stronger  attraction,  why  not  to 
dnr  Hr.  Lafigton  ?  I  will  gl^v  the  tnte  rea-tonj 
vhidi  1  kEkow  you  will  approve  t  —  I  have  a 
ai@ftlwr  rnore  than  eighty  years  old,  who  has 
Douiited  the  d;tiyi  to  the  publicalion  of  my  book^  in 
of  weing  iflc ;  And  to  her,  if  I  can  dkcjign^ 
birr^,  I  Fe<Kalve  to  fjo.' 

•  Aa  I  knoir,  d&kt  Sir,  that  to  dcrlay  my  visit  for 
•  fOMiD  like  tbla,  wtU  not  deprive  me  of  your 
ffAccD^  I  beg  tt  ma.j  not  lesi^en  your  klndneui.  I 
bate  tefy  ct-Jdom  reci^ived  an  ofTur  of  friendship 
vbbdi  I  ao  e»n}e«tly  deura  to  cultivate  and  mature. 
I  ibati  n-joict^  to  hear  ftotn  you,  i ill  I  cau  Rt-t?  you, 
aad  will  tee  ^ou  as  ioon  il^  I  cuil  ;  for  when  the 
duty  tb^t  calls  jnc  to  LichtiiL'ld  is  di.ccharged,  my 
UM-linatkn)  will  carry  mc  to  L^ngton,  I  shall  de- 
Itffal  to  bear  ihe  txmn  roar',  or  ^e  the  star^ 
iwinfcU,  in  the  company  of  men  to  whom  Nature 
ifHA  not  spread  hi?r  volumeA  or  utter  hvr  voice  in 
tarn. 

•  Do  not,  dear  Sir,  make  the  slowness  of  this 
«  precedent  for  deliiy,  or  Imagine  tliat  I  ap* 
the  inridvility  that  I   have  committed  i  for  I 

kive  known  you  enough  to  love  you,  and  ^inceri^ly 
i«  Willi,  a  fujthcr  koowlvd^e^  und  I  assure  you. 
mm  SKKTs^  that  to  live  in  a  hciu^  that  contains 
mth  a  father  and  such  a  soni  will  be  accounted  a 
tsy  nncouiHion  degree  of  pleasure,  by,  dear  Sir, 
bbtlged  aud  mosst  humbli^  fM.-rvant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson/* 


m  ^Hi  tm  mitrrpriwi,  rt  il  n'm  Dt  pii  pint  mat  %k*  AfTtirv*. 
tm  j-jtaaiL  dbTTtnf  II?  rmdi^'Vout  dr«  fcdTaluft  let  phii  dii* 
M^tk^  Ce  rut  luf  qul^  lEoaflQA  tt  Mimitfur,  jciuninl  qil'^Dn 
fctM^iwn  ^u  mmi^H  fxtuiolr  exJUUnt."  —  €lioii«n,  \M€k 

i  II  latvbe  fr«rciiJ  thml  iKIi  dut^  wai  nnt  pprtonrK^  i  sir# 
mm,  lmm*rj  Ir.^,  an^  Juf;  V).  )7fiX.— L;Hl>Ktf«- 
«  Liajr-m.  Iwvnn,  it  im  or  twelrc  miln  tr^m  t!ii?  coAit. 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

"  [London,]  May  13.  mi. 
"DtAaSja, —  I  am  grieved  that  you  sboutd 
think  me  capitblc  of  neglcctirig  your  lettcra ;  and 
beg  you  will  uerer  admit  atjy  BUcb  suspicion  again* 
I  purpose  to  comedown  next  weck^  if  you  shall  ho 
there  ^  or  any  other  week,  that  sh^ll  be  more  agiee- 
able  to  you.  Therefore  let  me  know.  I  can  stay 
thi»  visit  but  a  week,  but  intend  to  make  prepare* 
tioiis  fur  a  langy'r  stay  nent  time;  beinj^;  resolved 
not  to  lose  slight  of  the  UnivetKlty^  How  goes 
ApolloniuB?*  Don't  lei  Uim  be  forgotten.  Some 
thmga  of  this  kind  must  he  done,  to  keep  us  up. 
Pay  my  complituenta  to  Mr.  Wise,  and  all  my 
other  frleods.  I  tblnk  to  come  to  Kettcl-Hall.* 
I  am.  Sir,  your  mo«t  aifeciianarc,  ^c, 

'^  i^AM,  JoHJtlOX." 


[JOHNSON  TO  RICHAEDSON. 

■'  Maj  17.  17l«. 

"  DeAa  Sir, —  As  you  were  the  first  thtit  gave 
mc  notice  of  this  pnrngraph,  I  wnd  it  to  you,  with 
4  few  little  notea,  which  I  wish  you  would  read. 
It  in  well,  when  men  of  learning  and  penetration 
busy  theimclvcs  in  these  iofjuirics,  hut  what  m  their 
idlene$A  is  my  business.  Help,  indeed,  now  comes 
loo  late  for  me,  when  a  large  part  of  my  book  has 
passed  the  press. 

"  I  sbail  be  glad  if  tbeae  ffrictort^  appear  to  you 
not  unwiurr^ table;  for  wbomabould  he,  who  toils 
In  settling  a  language,  desire  to  please  but  him  who 
is  adorning  it  ?  1  bqpe  your  ntw  hook  h  printing. 
AfacU  nmsd  firtute.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  mcxst  respect- 
fully und  most  oFfectionately^  your  humble  iMTvant, 
^jiixrwood  MSS,  '   "Sam.  Johhjsou.''] 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

"  [l^ndoH.j  June  10,  ITas. 
"  Dkah  Sir, —  It  Is  strange  how  many  things 
will  happen  to  intercept  every  pleasure,  though  it 
[be]  only  that  of  two  friends  roeeling  togetliur.  I 
have  prumiiiedmywlf  every  day  to  itifonn  you  when 
you  might  eipect  me  at  Offord,  and  have  nyt  betn 
able  to  lis  a  time*  The  liine,  however,  is,  1  thiuk, 
Rt  la.^t  come;  and  I  promise  myself  to  repose  in 
Kettel-Halt,  one  uf  the  fin-t  nights  lif  the  nc-Kt 
week.  I  am  afraid  my  st.iy  with  you  can  nut  be 
iong  \  but  what  U  the  inference  ?  We  mun  en- 
deavour to  nuke  it  cheerful.  I  wUh  your  hriither 
could  meet  us,  that  we  might  po  and  drink  (eji  with 
Mr.  Wi^e  In  a  body-  1  hope  be  will  be  at  Hiford, 
or  at  hU  nciit  uf  British  ond  Saxijn  aolitiuitits.^  1 
shall  eipect  to  see  Speti<ter  nnlshed,  and  many 
olber  things  lie^fun.  DotKley  is  gone  io  visit  the 
Dutch.  Tlie  Dictionary  SL'Jli  well.  Iho  rest  of 
the  world  goes  on  as  it  did.  Dear  Sir.  your  moest 
alfectloftiite,  &e^,  S.\m.  loaxhtnit.*' 


*  A  tranikliofi  of  AprillODlUi  Rhodltti  wmm  now  lulimiliH]  bv 
Mr,  Wrntoii^  —  W*tt:iD»t. 

*  K«urt'l-lan  fi  xn  Hiif-frtit  trucTDonl  iHilIt  tbaut  Ihtf  ff»T 
lfil\  hr  I>r,  liiilrb  KettJ'l,  TirMiitciii  of  TrkiUy  Coll^pp.  for 
lb*f  ptr-ffMimirwIatlfln  uf  ci»nmom>t*  of  thJit  nwii'iy.  Tt  ^jrtini 
rt  r  colIcKP  :  ftTnl  wii  n  ftw  yi-an  0^0  CtWilreit*nJ,  IdId  Jiprli.i|ta 

»  At  EUtdeld,  tlirt^mllci  nom  Oxfard.  — WAmTUir. 
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JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

"  [Lcrad<>n.]  Jimr  '-M.  JT-^S- 
"  DeAK  Sm,  —  To  tjilk  of  coming  to  you,  anci 
not  Vft  to  ctime,  has  an  air  of  trifling  which  I 
would!  not  willini^ly  have  amon;;  you  ;  uiid  which, 
I  lidjcfe,  you  will  not  willingJy  impute  to  me, 
when  I  have  loUi  you,  thiit  .since  my  pramu«'»  two 
of  our  partners^  arc  dead,  and  ttmt  I  was  solicited 
to  suspend  my  e«cursio«  till  we  could  recover  from 
our  cvnfuMon. 

*♦  J  have  not  laid  aside  my  purpose ;  for  every 
dny  makes  me  more  iuipiitient  of  slnying  from  you. 
liut  death,  you  knovr,  hears  not  supplications  nor 
pnys  any  regard  to  the  con^eoienee  of  mortals.  I 
hofK»  now  to  *ec  you  nett  week  ;  but  next  week  is 
but  another  name  for  to-morrow,  which  bns  been 
noted  fur  promising  and  deceiving.  I  arn,  Stc, 
*' Sam.  JoHNftOK." 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

"  (XfltnlonO  Aug.  7.  ITftS. 

**  DcAa  Sia, —  I  told  you  that  amon^  the  manu- 
scripts are  some  thin^  of  Sir  Thomas  More.  I  bt»g 
you  to  pass  on  hour  in  looking  on  them,  and  pro- 
cure a  transcript  of  the  ten  or  twenty  first  lines  of 
each,  to  be  compared  with  what  1  have;  that  1 
may  know  whether  they  are  yet  publi&hed.  The 
manuscripts  are  the^e : 

"Catalogue  of  Bodl.  MS.  p.  J 22.  f  3.  Sir 
Thomas  More.  \,  Fall  of  angcK  '2,  Creation 
and  fall  of  mankind.  .3.  Dctennination  of  the 
Trinity  for  the  rescue  of  mankind.  4.  Five  lectures 
of  our  Saviour*s  passion.  5.  Of  the  institution  of 
the  fiiicrameui,  three  lectures.  6,  How  to  receive 
the  blessed  body  of  our  Lord  Racrauientaily.  7. 
Neomcnia,  the  new  moon.  8.  De  tristitia^  t^io, 
ptwore^  et  orationt  Chriiti  ante  captioncm  tjus. 

**  Cntatof^ue,  p.  1.54.  Life  of  Sir  Tlioraa*  More. 
Qu.  Whether  Roper's  ?  P.  363.  i?e  rtMiffnatione 
Hfttpui  Sirftlli  in  manug  ftepiit  per  D.  T/utmam 
Moritm.      Pag»  564 .      Mori  Defentio  Maria:. 

**  If  you  procure  the  young  gentleman  in  the 
library  to  write  out  whnt  you  think  fit  tn  be  written, 
I  v\\\  send  to  Mr.  Prince  the  bookseller  to  poy 
liim  what  you  shall  think  proper.  Be  pleased  to 
make  my  eomplimcnts  to  Mr.  Wise,  and  all  my 
friends.      I  am,  Sir»  your  a&ectionaie,  &c., 

*'  SaM.  Joukson/' 

The  DIcLionai'T,  with  a  Grammar  and  His- 
tory of  the  English  Language,  being  now  at 
leii^'-th  publijubed,  in  two  volumes  folio",  the 
world  contemplated  with  wonder  so  i^tnjjeniloug 
A  work  nchieveil  by  one  man,  while  other 
countries  had  thought  such  uiidertnkinga  fit 
only  for  whole  academies.  V&si  as  \m  powers 
were,  I  cannot  but  think  that  his  luiiijirinaLion 
deceived  him*  when  ho  supposed  that  by  con- 
stant opplicatiou  be  might  have  performed  the 


I  BookMilom   fonrcrrn»d   in    hii  Ti\ctin■n^ry.~.\V^»taH. 
Mr.  ?*u\  Kr.  11.1  .11  uu-.i  „i>  ilu  ijth.  iiiul  Mr.  Tbamiu  Long- 
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task  in  three  years.  Let  the 
tentively  perused,  in  whi*ih  \»  g\i 
strong,  and  glowing  style,  a  d 
yet  particuliir  view  of  what  he  hi 
it  will  be  evident  tlmt  the  titud 
upon  it  wa3  coni[iarativcly  Mlmrl 
willing^  to  swell  my  book  with  1q 
from  what  is  iu  everybody's  \, 
l>clieve  there  are  few  prose  eompi 
English  language  that  are  read  y 
light.,  or  are  more  inipressetl  upoi 
than  that  pruliminary  diKunirueJ, 
excellencies  haa  always  struck  a 
liar  admiration ;  I  mean  the  pe| 
which  he  has  expr^gsed  abstracl 
tjons.  Aa  an  instance  of  this,  I  i 
following  gentenee  :  "  When  th4 
branches  out  into  parallel  rami! 
ran  a  consecutive  seriea  be  formal 
their  own  nature  eollatend  ?"  ^ 
an  example  of  what  has  be«u  oft 
believe  with  justice,  that  there 
thought  a  cert^iin  nice  adaptiil 
which  none  other  coidd  equal,  ax 
a  man  has  been  so  fortunate  aa 
attained,  in  tliat  particular  case, 
of  language. 

The  extensive  reading  which  4 
necessary  Iw  the  acfiurauhitJon  I 
and  which  alone  may  aecoimt  for 
tentive  uiind  being  enrichrd  witi 
and  various  store  of  knowledge 
must  have  occupied  »evcrjil  ycai 
face  furnishes  an  eminent  instant 
taJent,  of  which  Johnson  wa«  1< 
Sir  Jobhua  Reynolds  heard  hitt 
are  two  things  which  I  am  confl 
very  well :  one  is  an  introductifl 
rary  w^ork,  stating  what  it  is  to 
how  it  should  be  executed  in  tb 
manner ;  the  other  is  a  eonclij 
from  v[u*ious  causes  why  the  exts 
been  equal  to  what  the  audiot 
himself  and  to  the  public." 

How  should  puny  scribblers  b 
disappointed,  when  they  find  hl| 
perleot  theory  of  lexicographic 
yet  at  the  same  time  candidly 
allowing  that  he  *'  had  not  sati 
expcciaLions.'^  Here  was  a  fa| 
the  oxeniise  of  Johnson's  rood< 
was  called  upon  to  compare  hi| 
performance,  not  with  diusc  4 
viduaK  (in  whieh  case  his  inflcji 
truth  would  have  been  violat*fd  \ 
dilfidence,)  but  with  speculativo 
he,  who  con  outstrip  all  his  cuui 
may  yel  be  sensible  of  j 


race, 


Mr.  Totlirt  pUn.  The  additiont.  otnl  wlilt 
titmi  of  JohnioD^t  origtruil  wotk.  tnn}  b« 
Jitrur»trly  <1iitiiisuUhcd  than  they  wcr< 
CilotkMK.  lH4fi. 

"5    I  r.iiifi  <i  M*at   I  r.-visriLil  join  in   Mr    T! 
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nUBB  agiinst  iime.  Wdl  might  he 
Knor]l«,K  niriIori:irv  was  written 
od ;"  for  he 
1  he  received 
<onCiuntng  tweoty  etymologies, 
pi!^r«on  then  unknuwn,  who  be 
inlbrmed  was  Dr.  Pearce  ', 
Iter.  ITie  etymologies,  though 
ling  and  judgment,  ure  not,  I 
the  first  praise  amon^t  the 
of  thia  imroense  work.  Tiie  de- 
always  iq>pe&red  to  me  such 
of  acuteness  of  intellect  and 
aa  indicate  a  genius  of 
lis  it  IS  which  marks  the 
?oc«t  of  Johnson's  Dictionary  over 
\f  or  even  more  voluminous^  and 
Diude  it  a  work  of  much  greater 
1  labcmr  than  mert»  Lexicons,  or  Word' 
as  the  Dutch  call  them.  They,  who 
4ke  the  cjtijerimcnt  of  trying  how  they 
*ihuB  a  few  wonb  of  whut«ver  nature, 
MO  1»  gatisfied  of  the  unquestionable 
>  oC  lilts  observation,  which  I  can  assure 
lidva  is  founded  uy>on  much  studyt  and 
uwrnmicadon  with  more  minds  than 
n. 

nr  qI  his  definitions  must  be  admitted  to 
I— WS.  Thiiii,  Windumrd  and  Leew^ardy 
ly  of  opi)oeit4*  meaning,  arc  de- 
ilically  the  sauie  way  [''toward  the 
to  which  incoQgiderable  specks  it 
10  obptfTve^  that  his  Preface  ao- 
he  was  awiu^c  that  there  might  be 
1  fto  immense  a  work ;  nor  was  he 
iwl  when  an  instance  was 
to  him.^  A  lady  once  asked  him 
le  to  define  Ptutfm  the  knee  of  a 
of  making  an  elaborate  defence, 
he  at  once  answered,  '*■  Ipio- 
purc  ignorance/*  His  definition 
thing  rrtkuhied  or  decustated 


tnfn  In  IflSn,  wu  the  ion  of  a  dbt{n«r 

a*  WM  eaucMUid  Jit  Trinity  C<kU«|t«,  Cam*. 

~^     <ot  Hocboter  in  I7M.     U«  died 

tgm,  andrr  lOtti  May.  1777.  —  Crokh. 

FNiftc*  lb«  tMititfKf  of  tlie  technical 

M  ^  Mtd.  b*  •hf'uld  be  mucb  obllctd  to 

of  nranlaU  termi  for  faJi  next  edltkNH, 

ttwm  to  amwrlotencL  —  Brvjor. 

Mt  .,t  («<M.lrFr..  *.  r,,  J.,kn  .r.n.  i)|f|  not 
-  1(m)  U  4 

'  troubls 
1'.mI4  hB4, 

luk^  'jbllttTJilid  I'-iXTiC  Aud  alttrtiti  otheri. 


at  equal  distancesy  with  itdenttice*  between  the 
intertection**'^']  has  been  often  quoted  with 
(Sportive  malignity,  as  obscuring  a  thing  in 
itself  very  plain.  Bnt  to  these  frivolous  cen- 
sures no  other  answer  is  nece^uwr  than  that 
with  which  we  are  furnished  by  Uts  own  Pre- 
fiice:  — 

**  To  evplain,  requires  the  um?  of  terras  le«  ab- 
struse tlian  that  which  is  to  be  ci  plained,  nnd  such 
tenns  cannot  always  be  found.  For,  as  nothing  can 
be  proved  but  by  supposing  something  intuittf  ely 
known,  and  evident  without  proof,  so  nothing  can 
be  defined  but  by  the  use  of  words  too  plain  to 
admit  of  definition^  Sometimes  eaxy  word*  nrc 
changed  into  harder,  as,  burial^  into  itpu/ture  or 
interment  ,•  dry,  into  deticcative ;  dryntst^  into 
siceily,  or  aridity ;  _fit,  into  paroxytm;  for  the 
eusiest  word,  whatever  it  1>e,can  never  be  translated 
into  one  more  easy," 

His  introducing  bis  own  opinions,  and  even 
prejudices,  under  ^enernl  definitions  of  words, 
while  St  the  same  time  the  original  meuuiiig  of 
the  words  is  not  explained,  as  his 

"Toar  [a  ennt  frrm,  dtrirrd^  I  tvppost,  Jhvn  an 
lri»h  worti  si^nifyinfj  a  tartiff<f^  Ont  who  atl/ierti  tn 
the  tmtitni  eonstHutum  uf  Iht  atat*  and  the  apottUie 
hurnrcky  of  iht  ckurtk  Ojf  Enptaad :  oppoimt  to  a 
HAig]. 

'*  Wiiio  [the  namf  of  a  fitcitan], 

**  PkksiOW  [an  aiiownnce  made  to  ttity  one  without 
an  tqmipalent.  In  Engtahd  it  i$  ffen*raUjf  under" 
Haodt^  mean  pap  given  to  a  $tatt  hirtling  for  trta$<m 
to  A/a  eoiunfrjr]. 

"  PrKsioifaa  [a  idave  of  state  hind  by  a  itiptnd  to 
obey  hit  nuuterj. 

'*  Oats  [a  groin  tthich  in  England  i»  gettfrally 
given  tohortea,  but  in  Scvthnd  euppartt  tht  prnplr'^, 

"  Ezctsa  [a  hateful  tax  li^pied  upon  efmMtodUU*^ 
and  Oiljiidged  not  bjt  the  common  judgn  of  propttig^ 
but  by  waKTCHES  hired  by  thott  to  Vfhom  e^4i$e  it 
paidy* 


Hot  •  v&rtr,  and  a  eommlMloiu^r  of  ;.«cii(r  "    Th^i  pHcrton*  to 
whom  he  oltadPi  were  Mr.  John  Otdminoti,  aad  iivvr^t 

i'f  tbiin  Mr.   ButwHI.  In    b#lng  atll« 
<!!,.  ^tr  F   r>..f  l^,  d.'innu  riittlnnaii  of  Mn# 

iiiri»c  I  ■  •'  '  r  wUh  the  ciur  •uinnittad 

10  Lord 

"  (  itiomrf'CeneraJ. 

'*  Mr.  :. >  t'ubhthftt  '  .4  DicUanMry 

oj  the    tittgiitU    Lttftnuagt,     iM    H'kwlk   me   the  ftMcmtng 
W0r4*  '.  — 

•  •  r\ri,..  jn,  #  A  h,.f<rii]  u*  leflfid  BiMm  cofiiinu(|Jll#», 
cntnon  Judivt  uf  prup*>«t)r,  but 
whom  tuclM  l»  |N(M. 

X«»*#r»M^  fry  ffn-  Cmnmii^ 
faPimr      *  iron. 

•Qu.     J I  .To*i«#rirrfa>  'f  MO, 

WfA4-<Arr  I.  <   ceed  agarm(  '  tn^ 

trn,    ttn<4  puvtirnrrf  ificrr<-r,  i't  tfwy  ffWl  fr  "ry/.     .y    ./.r»«,    Ay 

Imf^r^HnUtm,  or  Jkrt*  otHery*t$e  f ' 

'*  r  am  uf  99tmii^  tkM  it  Un  tihet.  3ni  mndtr  alt  Ukr  cir> 
cvmMtam-fM  I  it.juU  /Amit  (/  tetter  t»  ft*e  ktm  an  affor- 
tttndty  ''J  '«.m  i  and,  in  ctttr  he  do  nof.  tv 

threalm  ^(m. 
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And  a  few  more,  cannot  be  fiilly  defended^  and 
must  be  placed  to  the  account  of  capricious  and 
humorous  indulgence. 

Talkiug  to  lue  upon  this  subject  when  we 
were  at  Ashbourne  in  1 777,  he  mentioned  a 
still  stronger  instance  of  the  predominance  of 
his  private  feeUn^'8  in  the  compr>sltion  of  thia 
work,  than  any  now  to  be  found  in  it,  "  You 
know^  sir.  Lord  Gower  forsook  the  old  Jacobite 
iutcrest.  AA'hcn  1  came  to  the  ward  lieucgadv^ 
after  telling  that  it  meant  *one  who  deserts  to 
the  enemy,  a  revolter,"  I  added,  Sometimes  we 
sat/  a  Gower.'  Thus  it  went  to  the  press  i  but 
the  printer  had  more  wit  than  I,  and  struck  it 
out. 

Let  it,  however,  be  reraembcred*  that  this 
indulgence  docs  not  diapluy  itself  only  in  gar- 
cusm  towiird-i  others,  but  sometimes  in  plai^'ful 
uilusion  to  the  n^ition^  commonly  entertamed 
of  his  own  hil:>orious  task.  Thui>:  ^^  Grub 
Street^  the  name  of  a  street  in  London,  much 
inhabited  by  ^vriters  of  smidl  histories,  diction^ 
arie«y  and  tcmpoi'ary  poema  ;  whence  any  mean 
production  is  colled  Grub  Street.** — ^^  Lexicon 
grapher^  a  writer  of  dictionaries,  a  harmless 
drudger^ 

At  the  time  when  he  was  concluding  his  very 
eloquent  Preface,  JohnaonV  mind  appears  to 
have  l>ecn  in  such  a  state  of  depression,  that 
we  cannot  contemplate  without  wimder  the 
vigorous  anil  splondid  thoughts  which  5o  highly 
dbtingubh  that  performance. 

"  I  (say»  Ke)  may  surely  he  contented  n'ithout 
the  prnliu  of  perfection,  which  if  1  could  obuiin  in 
this  gloom  of  solitude,  whitt  woultl  it  avail  me  ?  I 
liave  protracted  my  work  till  mo«l  of  those  whom 
I  wished  to  please  have  sunk  into  the  grave ;  and 
Kuccea  and  miscarriage  arc  empty  ftuundv  I 
therefore  dismiss  it  with  frigid  tranquillity,  having 
little  to  fear  or  hope  from  censure  or  from  praise." 

That  this  indifference  was  rather  a  tempo- 
rary than  an  babitutd  feeling,  appears,  I  think, 
from  his  letters  to  Air.  Warton ;  and  however 
he  may  have  been  alFected  for  tlie  moment,  cer- 
tain it  is  that  the  honours  which  his  great  work 
procured  him,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  were 
very  grateful  to  him.  His  friend  the  Earl  of 
CorK  and  Orrery,  being  at  Florence,  presented 
it  to  the  Aciidcinia  della  Crusca.  That  Aca- 
demy sent  Johnson  their  Voc/ibularioy  and  the 
French  Academy  sent  him  their  Dietionnairey 
which  Mr.  Langton  hud  the  pleaatire  to  conTey 
to  him. 

It  must  undoubtedly  seem  strange,  that  the 
conclusion  of  hia  Preface  should  be  expressed 
in  terms  so  desponding,  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  author  waa  then  only  in  his  forty -si^cth 


*  I  «uti]MM«  when  Jnbufao  aUemptod  the  pun  be  w 
tli«  name  fm  pronouoeHi)  Qe'^.      Me  ha*  (.hfr  ta 
DletlooMV  la  Itt  obvlotu  mcAnlns,  and  alio  " 
ai  **M  co-Miwcwn."     Lord  Uower,  aftor  a 


IllMlIU 


vrrote 
bU 


lonr  apptwltkni 


^  '■*  I'Mihed  npon  nt  vqulviilenl  to 
(See  of  Vriry  S^ral.  uid  w« 
'  with  WliJg*  and  Ti>ri«>. 
him  *'  HanavcrioH  GoKrcr." 


year.    Bat  we  mvLsi  ascribe  its 
miserable  dejection  of  spirits  to 
oanstitutionflJly  enbject,  and  whi 
vate<i  by  die  death  of  his  wife  tw< 
I  have  heard  it  ingeniously  obser^ 
of  rank  and  elegances,  that  **  hitf  m^ 
then  at  ita  meridian  "   It  pleased  | 
him  almost  thirty  years  of  life  alli^ 
and  once,  when  he  was  iii  a  placid  0 
he  was  obliged  to  own  to  rac  thflj 
joyed  happier  days,  and  hod  manyi 
since  that  gloomjr  hour,  than  betaf 

It  is  a  sad  Baymg,  that  ''*■  most  (i 
he  wished  to  please  had  sunk  intd 
and  hia  cue  at  forty-five  was  a| 
happy,  unleas  the  circle  of  his  fricj 
narrow.  I  have  often  thought,  th^| 
is  generally  desired,  and  I  bdia 
exfieeted,  it  would  be  wise  to  b| 
adding  to  tlie  number  'if  our  friai 
loss  or  some  may  be  supplied  by  ot) 
ship,  "the  wine  of  hte,"  should! 
stocked  cellar,  be  thus  continue 
and  it  is  consolatory  to  think,  tlia^ 
can  seldom  add  what  will  eqnal  | 
firsi-growths  of  our  youth,  yet  l!| 
com«s  insensibly  old  in  much  lesi 
commonly  imagined,  and  not  m^ 
required  to  miuce  it  very  mellow  \ 
mirmM  will,  no  doubt,  make  ijl 
diflerence.  Men  of  affectionate^ 
bright  fancy  will  coalejtce  a  greatl 
than  those  who  are  cold  and  dult^ 

The  proposition  which  I  havft 
vonred  to  illustrate  wna,  at  a  suba# 
of  his  life,  the  opinion  of  JohnBOul 
said  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynold^  "  I| 
not  make  new  acquaintance  asj 
through  life,  he  will  eoon  find  hin]| 
A  man.  Sir,  should  keep  hid  fri 
skiwt  repair^ 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Wilkes, 
nnd   habits  of  lite  were  very  oi 
but  who  w:ia  ever  eminent  for 
vtvaeity,  sallied  forth  with  a  littl' 
upon  the  following  passage  in  htii 
the  English  Tongue,  prefixed  to 
"  H  seldom,  perhaps  never,  begii 
first  syllable.      In  an  es»ay  [irr 
Public  Advertiser,"  this  lively 
rated  many   instances  in   op] 
remark:    lor  example,  "The 
observation  must  be  a  man  of  a 
kension^  and  of  a  m(3st  ror/ipnr-A«l 
The  position  is  undoubtedly  e.\pit 
much  latitude.  j 

This  light  sally,  we  may  suppij 
great  impression  on  otir  LexicCj 


Mrtanttpathva 
If  th«  4i«ap|ta« 


But  II  1»  probable  that  Johniotrt  ant 
thing  mor«  p«r»ooal,  perhiipf  tba ' ' 
■chool,  itntt.  p.  HT.  ti.  a.  «.  CaoKsa. 

«  Fur  which  he  iir4<«  mj  autborUv,  and  f 
a  Dirtioiury  who  fhouM  admit  nicn  raflea 
*  Erate^'  *Pen§iim.'  Ac,  could  hardlf  ba 
AarfMirw  4nidg«.—  Cuoata.  1 


:j 
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fiod  ihMi  he  did  not  alter  the  passage  tUl 
jean  nlkrwarda.' 

bttd  the  i>lciiauru  of  Wing  trvaied  in  a 

dtfovnt  BMUHier  by  Li8  tiid  pupiJ  Mr. 

in  the  foiloiring  complimenUuy  Epi- 


**Ol»  JoUNBOn'ii    DllTTlOKAKT. 

<  <  TSriton.  lie'U  boldly  advance, 

tiltvr  will  beat  ten  of  France; 
re  aiLcr  ilie  boaiit  froin  the  sivord  tu  tbt^ 

0^  oddg  arc  atill  g;r«atitr»  iliU  greater  our  men : 
b  Ike  <Se«|»  muciea  of  Mienct  though  Frcndunen 

Can  ihekt  «42«ngth  be  fiomtpar'd  to  Loeke,  Newton, 

atul  ficivle  7 
Lit  Cfann  laitjT  diru  heme*,  Beud  forth  aJt  iliutr 

IWir  «cf««»-nwn  and  provc-men,  then  mat^b  tbem 

wttli  ours ! 
Iiitl  Sh«kk|»esrc  antt  Milton^  like  Goda  in  the 

«gM, 
tbf*  mrt  their  whok  dmma  and  epic  to  flight ; 
ta  mtm^  itpiatlca,  and  odes  wou1<]  they  cope, 
TWsr  maolMta  retreat  bdbre  Drydeo  and  Pope; 
Aad  JobmuA.  iretl  artn'd  like  a  hero  of  yore. 
Urn  Umlk  tortf   French  \  and    will    beat   forty 

Jfkmem  this  ycnr  garc  at  onoe  a  proof  of 
■daiWrablc  --MiU 

•oe  wUdlkt  J  '•  .iliams» 

itlier  oCckebti  ^  humnnely 

mved  nnclt'i    ...  itliams  luul 

Bim^  tilt  pro^a^  >  i  c  in  Wales ;  but, 

vrmg  m  Tsrj  atTon^:  ,  y  lo  the  stud^  of 

ttnral  pldloaophj^  luul  nia^e  many  ingenious 


Itjiranl*  a 
Irepabwl  t 
griu  pArfl 


I  •  jpauipMiof 


rltvrrivcry  of  the  lonj^'ituUe, 

III  hopes  of  obtaining 

.  rwar<l.*     lie  ikiled  of 

)u«  having  made  himself 

iefl  and  experiments^  wrote 

■ '   ^    1  in  quarto^  with 

nt  of  un  Attempt 


idiowiAg  title: 
■  aiimii  tbr  *    ' 

Mi7  of  ai  1 

■091  Wttll  :i    - -     lj«i 

It  ranurkabie  Cities  in  Kurope^  ttom  the 


UUm,  polbUhhr^  In  I7TA,  he  left  nut  ttw 
r»  an*  ad4i#4  fl»«  rajlowlnff  nantfrrftph  ;-^ 
ki  nlidla  nf  Onal  i]rlUbleji  iti  wimU  com- 


ad4i#4  fl»«  raJlowlnff  nantfrrftph  ;-^ 

\d\m  nf  Onal  i]rlUbleji  iti  wimU  com- 

k^AAtif  nr  4«tlr«d  fnnn  the  iuitln,  *•  ccmt' 


r  af  ia»  Pmch  AeB^cmy  MnplojrMi  in  »MUlnf 
Ml  «rf»lfiif  llM  ttMnnbuA  dtctlooanr — 


I  that  h« 
ii-ltuUm.  ^ 

■vinum*. 


year  1660  to  1680."t  To  diifusc  it  more  ex- 
tensively, it  was  oceompftnied  witji  an  luiliftn 
Iranslfttion  on  the  onjjosile  j»ur^p,  which  it  is 
sup^sed  was  the  wort  of  Signor  Bai-etti  \  an 
Italian  of  ctmaiderable  literiiturts  who  having 
come  to  England  a  few  ycarw  iH/forcs  hrul  been 
employed  in  the  capacity  both  of  a  Itmrriiage 
master  and  an  author,  and  fornii?d  an  intjrnacy 
with  Dr.  Johnson.      This  pamphlet  Johnson 

{^resented  to  tlie  Bodleian  Library.  On  a  blank 
eaf  of  it  is  palsied  a  paragraph  cut  out  of  a 
newspaf>er,  containing  an  account  of  the  tleath 
and  cbarncter  of  Williimia,  plainly  written  by 
Johnson.'^ 

In  JiU  y  this  year  he  had  formed  some  seheme 
of  mental  improvement,  the  particular  purpose 
of  which  does  not  appear.  But  we  find  in  his 
Prayers  and  Meditutitmx^  p.  25.,  a  prayer  en- 
tilled,  ♦*On  the  Study  of  Phikwophy,  as  an 
instniinent  of  living;  *  and  after  it  follows  a 
note,  *^This  study  was  not  pursued." 

On  the  13th  of  the  same  month  he  wrote  in 
his  Journal  the  following?  scheme  of  life,  for 
Sunday:  '* Having  lived "  (as  he  witli  icmlcr- 
ness  of  constitfnee  expresses  himself)  "not 
without  an  habitual  reverence  for  the  Sabbath, 
yet  without  that  attention  to  it^  religious 
duties  which  Christianity  requires ;  *' 

"M .  To  riM  early,  Mid  in  ord#r  to  it,  to  go  to 

sleep  early  on  &iturday. 

*'  2.  To  use  fiorat  extraordinary  devotion  in  the 
Rioming. 

**  S.  To  examine  the  tenor  of  my  life,  and  pajw 
(iculnrly  the  huit  wt>ek ;  and  to  mark  ray  advaoeoi 
in  rclifCiinn^  or  reces%ion  from  it. 

*'A.  To  read  the  Scripture  metliodically  with 
luch  help*  as  are  at  hand. 

**  5.   To  go  to  church  twice. 

"  6.  To  read  books  of  divtnily.eitherxpeculativc 
or  practical. 

**  7.   To  instruct  my  family. 

*♦  8.  To  wear  off  by  meditation  any  worldly  soil 
contracted  in  the  week."* 

In  17'56  Johnson  found  that  the  great  fame 
of  his  Dictionary  bad  not  set  liitn  iibovc  the 
itecesfiity  of '*  maklitg  provision  for  the  day  Hiat 
was  pB3*ing  over  him,'*'*  No  royal  or'noble 
patron  extended  a  mumficent  hand  to  give  in- 


^  Tbil  lajcf'olou*  forrlfTicr,  who  WJift  a  tiAtlvr  nf  rifxlnioitt, 
turn*'  In  rnpl  m,!  .ttwxU  tht^  virlT'^rt  .ifn.l  illt-it  In  LmhiUmi. 
M:r    "  ■'  .  ..  ..n,J 

tn  y  be 

ft''  "lift. 


tt   'i 


'  i<  for  Mr*.  Lnrtoc 

ftlmvr   ihn  niv«4«1ty  rtf 

>n«  i»Main|;  over  lilW*,'* 

wh«  jifwr  ta  yrval  jwcualary 
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dependence  to  the  man  who  had  conferred 
siubtlity  on  the  luuguuge  of  his  country.  We 
may  feci  indiH^ftttt  that  there  should  have  l>eon 
euch  unworthy  neglect;  but  wc  roust,  at  the 
9i4Uje  tinio^  congratulate  ourselves,  when  we 
consider,  that  lo  iKm  very  nej^lcct-,  opciiitingto 
rouse  the  natural  indolence  o\'  his  constitution, 
we  owe  many  valuable  prod  fictions,  which 
otbcrwisCi^  perhaps,  iiiij;ht  never  have  appeared. 
lie  had  i<pent»  durin*if  the  prom-ess  of  the 
work,  the  money  for  which  he  hint  contracted 
to  write  his  Djctionnry.  We  have  seen  tKat 
tiie  rewiinl  of  his  hibour  was  only  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  pouoiis ;  and  when  the 
expense  of  amanuenses,  and  paper  and  other 
articles,  are  deducted,  his  clear  profit  waa  very 
moonaiderable.  I  once  aaiil  to  him,  "  I  am 
sorry.  Sir,  you  did  not  get  more  for  your 
Dictionary.'*  His  answer  wa$,  ''I  am  sorry 
t*»o.  But  It  wii3  very  well.  The  booksellers  are 
generous,  liberal-minded  men."  He,  upon  all 
occasion-s,  did  ample  justice  to  their  character 
ill  this  reiijHJct,  He  couaidered  them  a»  the 
patrons  of  literature:  and,  indeed,  although 
they  hftve  eventually'  been  considerable  gainers 
by  his  Dictionary,  it  is  to  them  that  we  owe  its 
having  been  undertaken  and  carried  through 
at  the  riiik  of  great  expense,  for  they  were  tic»t 
absolatdy  sure  of  being  indemnified. 


[JOHNSON  TO  RICHARDSON. 

"Tuptdaj,  19th  Feb.  IMW. 
*♦  Dear  Siii» —  I  retuni  you  my  •rinc«»fciit  thanks 
fi>r  the  favour*  which  you  were  pleased  to  dome 
lw*i  ntjE^Hts  ago.  Be  pleased  to  accept  of  this  little 
bonk*,  [probably  the  Account  of  the  Longitiide]j 
frhich  it  all  that  I  have  pubti^iht^d  thi&  winter.  The 
inflatnmatton  ii  cotne  agnin  into  my  eye,  to  that 
1  can  write  very  Htde.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most 
obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 
—  Bkk.  Cnrreap,  **  Sam.  Joiiksok." 


JOHNSON  TO  RICHARDSON. 

'*  Oough  Square,  K.ih  MArch,  I  "VI. 
"  Sim,  —  I  am  obliged  to  entreat  your  ftiiistnncc; 
I  am  now  under  an  arrent  for  five  poundti  eighteen 
RhtUlngs.  Mr.  Strahan,  from  whom  I  ahoulcl  have 
received  the  ueccteary  help  in  this  case,  is  not  at 
home,  and  (  am  afraid  of  not  finding  Mr.  Millar. 


dlliitm*,  ttavtnir  tnwn  Artriini  iot  debt  ;  on  which  (*ccailim 
hi*  tt%em\  Hamuvl  R»rh«nl»«>n  iMTftmf  b\*  «MrMy.  —  M*i,oKi, 
t  h«*e  plnee^l  In  tbet«i.t  t*n  It-rt  "'  'r.rdjon  of  thit 

pTind.     Vpon  Ihp  MCf^nd  Irth-j  rt-frrti,  '*  for 

th*  honour  of  aii  admlrnl  wntr'  i  tnorc  libcml 


We 


DttUlt 

I  irt«?rt, 

rotHT, 
ne  all 


If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send 
will   very  grsteruUy  repay  you.  ai 
former  obligations.     I  am,  Sir,  youl 
and  moat  humble  servant;  Sa 

**  Sent  six  guineuu 

•'  Witness,  WjLLiAM  RiciiAai»*OK< 
—  Cent.  Mag. 

On  the  first  day  of  this  year 
his  private  devotionii,  that  he  IumI  ( 
from  Bieknesa,  and  in  Februart 
was  restored  to  \\s  use.     The  pi 
with  which  he  acknowledges  merd 
occosioD  ifl  very  edifying;    aa  i 
subraiasion  which  be  breathes,^ 
will  of  luB  heavenly  Father  to 
afiliction».      A»  such  disposition 
stftt*  of  man  here,  and  are  the 
religious  disciplme,  we  cannot  bq 
Johnson  one  of  the  most  exerciai 
our  holy  religion  hath  ever  fomi 
l>c  any  thoughtless  enough  to 
exercise  the  weakness  of  a  great 
let  them  look  up  to  Johnson,  and, 
that  what  he  so  earnestly  practJj< 
a  rational  fuundation. 


[JOHNSON  TO  PAll 
Brook  Green,  Hammeram 
"  Mondai 
Dkar  Sir, — ^I  would  not  hare  ; 
I  forget  or  neglect  you.    I  have 
dixirs  since  you  saw  me.     On  the  dl 
been  with  you,  I  was   scixed    with 
which  still  continues       I  had   tlt4 
violent,  that  I  once  fainted  under  i1 
I   WIS  afraid  of  my  lungs ;  my  phy< 
yesterday  and  the  day  before,  first  alq 
will,  but  the  ncKt  day  without  my 
I  had  been  bled  once  before,  «o  that  I 
54  ounces.  I  live  on  broths,  and  my 
God,  is  much  abated,  so  that  1  can 
tmpoulble  to  fix  a  time  for  coming 
soon  as  the  physician  gives  me  leaij 
spare  a  l>ed,   I   will   pass  a  we«^k  i 
Change  of  olr  La  often  of  use,  and  I 
let  me  live  my  own  way.    I  have  twf 
di^ectvd.     I  am,  Sir,  your  moat  bun 
—Pucock  MSS.  ••  SaH 


i  Th(7  seem  to  have  been  fnlnvrt  li« 
Kcond  folio  «lltion  wat,  if  wc  cu^y  t»pllt>i 
putOlfhctl  within  «  yew.  md  eitraordittary 
ant]  cx|>4>tulve  «  work.  —  ri(«>KKIU 

■J  "  Tfiit  ieUer  wai  trrithm  in 
fUfi'l  hi*ft""  '■"'"  '"■''  r.,^  ft 
note  U  ff"  • 

ll«    iOIUP    II 

F«b.  MM.  ' 

oui  wiilly  rujul.  pet  haj^ii  Uw  tfiiuiicrtbfcr  mi*t< 

J\te*day  -~CnnKSa. 

»  No  work  of  Johnton'f  appears  to  haw 
•tHNLTittlr  about  thl«  tini«,  euwpC  WfUlaml 
LonKliudtt.  ^  Csoasa. 

♦  Thu  it  n  fontlnuatJan  of  thr  corrsHBOiii 
<mf''  "  •  1  of  U  it  trifliiie,  and  all 
mn;  <  !eMr<t>d  up,  and  It  aflbH 

lali  >  JohQioD'»  prl*«iivlir«a| 
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JOHNSON  TO  DR.  BIRCH.» 

**J»o  9.  17Sft. 
«^Ha«ii»  obUined  from  Mr.  Garrick  a 
>  •  MAUtwomfta  of  [word  Uleffitde],  dh- 
filfctrlll—,  almost  th«  only  casualty  that 
btrasMtl  lier,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble 
toy  other  trleadsf  with  some  of  bcr 
ikjftm.  Your  bcocTolence  ia  well  known,  and  wm»,  I 
irw.  never  exvrttii  uji  a  raore  Uudable  ocauaon. 
pm  Sir,  vour  most  humble  servant, 

aiss.  **  Sam.  Joujisom." 


k JOHNSON  TO  PAUL. 
"  Tuendmf ,  13th  Jul  17M.  [1756.] 
I  «DEi  ttrnch  confused  with  an  accident 
iptmd.  ^Iii7n  your  pnpers  were  brought 
e  «|icti  th<*  6nt  without  reading  the 
pBKrtMKKi,  and  whi'n  1  had  opened  it,  found  it 
E  m  mJang  to  inc.  I  did  not  read  it  when  I  found 
r  Hifcitifcr  1  ■ce  it  la  a  wry  full  p»per.  and  will 
«  pm  Ifiitdb  iruubte  to  copy  aguin,  but  pcrtuips 
viM  MOl  be  luicrsaiiry,  and  you  may  mwnd  the 
L  I  «m  aorry  for  the  mtschancf.  You  will 
it  wai  nothing;  more.  If  you  s«nd  it 
dit^ld  ihaU  carry  it. 

Ifn.  Swynfen,  I  know  not  well 
it  T  am  not  &ure  that  her  husband 
and  1  think  it  would  look  too  much 
b  ou^dng  iny««lf  a  patty,  in«t«ad  of  acting  the 
tft  «f  a  eummott  fri«udf  which  I  fthall  be  very 
^■Jfy  la  di^iiarge.  [  «hould  imagine  that  thti 
I  WM  wotkid  be  tu  twnd  Unt  word  when  you  will 
oo  Wr*  axkd  p«fhap«  the  qiit;'vtians  on  which  tba 
bcr  retneinhfancc,  and  come  to  her 
I  really  know  not  how  to  ask 
to  tend  h«r,  and  I  certainly  will  not 
without    asking  him,      I  am,  8irt  your 

•vrraot.  SaM.  JoBNaON." 

USS. 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  CARTER. 

**  Ganffa  SituaM.  Uth  Jan.  UM. 
*  Itaiiajc^— '  fVocn  tb«  liberty  of  writing  to  you, 
I  Nbw  lOiJMevtp  be«n  d«terred  from  the  fear  of 
ttuaMdinfi,  1  am  now  encouraged  to  it 
miv  of  your  goodnesA. 
^  I  ■■  MtliatttttK  a  benefit  for  IVfiM  Williams, 
I  teiH  llMt  If  you  eao  by  lethcn  Influence  any  in 
{m%A  who  t«  there  whom  you  cannot  Itv- 
f)  jaa  will  be  pleased  to  patronise  ber  on 
!«fl>oiL  Yctt  for  the  time  is  ihort^  and  as 
ra  not  in  town,  t  did  not  till  this  day  re- 
that  you  might  help  \s\  and  recollect  bow 
Mf  «Ad  baw  npidly  light  U  diffused. 
^Ta  ^*vrf  joy  ii  appended  a  torrow.  Thenome 
Oaftev  introduct*  the  memory  of  Cave, 
r  0»»e  I  I  uwtd  him  much  ;  for  to  him 
at  1  fiave  known  you.  He  died,  I  am 
aaapwctcdJy  to  hnnselC  yet  nirvly  un- 
wtth  as)y  grcttt  crime,  and  fiTr  the  positive 
ifCivliglion  I    have  yet  no  right  Co  condemn 


wrmt  dUapmed  to  help  the  afniciod, 
lit*   wnU  •  t««f)aAt  pU)'.  thm  prtjdurrtt 

'    aU  lh#  i»l  JAflUHfJ,  iTSrt, 

but  Carriek^  did  not  pUj 


'♦  I  am,  with  respect,  which  I  neither  owe  nor 
pay  to  any  other,  madam,  your  most  olwdient  and 
must  humble  Kervaut,  SsM.   JoH^ftOK.** 

JOHNSON  TO  PAUL. 

"  W«lnMdaj.  [1750  ] 
"  Sir,  — ^  I  this  morning  found  a  letter,  which  as 
you  fient  when  my  eye  was  out  of  order,  I  had 
never  read  to  this  hour,  and  therefore,  now  I  have 
read,  I  make  haste  to  tell  you  that  if  I  under- 
stand It  right,  that  is,  if  Mr.  Cave*  be  your  landlord, 
1  believe  I  can  favour  you,  and,  if  the  difficulty 
still  continues,  will  endeavour  it.  They  do  not,  t 
fancy,  want  tlie  money,  and  then  they  may  as  well 
seise,  if  they  must  set*e,  fur  more  or  less^  the  pro- 
perty, I  sup|io«e,  being  equivalent  to  much  more, 
and  in  no  danger  of  being  removed,  I  am  very 
sorry  I  did  not  read  the  letter  among  the  first 
things  that,  upon  recovery,  I  was  able  to  rend  ; 
but  having  put  it  aside,  it  hatl  the  fiite  of  other 
things  for  which  the  proper  time  has  been  neg- 
lected. Let  me  know  wliat  I  shall  do,  or  whether 
any  thing  at  all  is  to  be  done. 

*'  I  atn  now  thinking  about  Hitcb.'  I  atn  yet 
inclined  to  believe  that  he  will  mther  lend  mont-y 
upon  spindles,  a  security  which  he  has  found  valid, 
than  upon  a  property  to  be  wrung  by  the  law 
ffom  Dr.  James,  who  will  not  pay  [Miss  WtlUams] 
for  three  bot  tickets  which  he  took.  It  is  a 
stmnge  fellow.  Hitch  has  a  di^tlike  of  James  ;  per- 
hnps  another  might  think  better  of  him,  hut  where 
to  find  that  other  t  know  not.  1  can,  1  believe,  by 
a  third  hand  have  Hitch  sounded ;  hut  if  it  hud  not 
the  appearance  of  declining  the  office,  t  should  tell 
you,  tJKnt  your  own  negotiation  would  effect  more 
than  mine.  However,  in  both  these  aflUlrs,  I  «m 
ready  to  do  what  you  would  have  me.  I  am.  Sir, 
your  moist  humble  servant,  Sam.  Jousson." 

—  Foeock  MSS. 


JOHNSON  TO  PAUL. 

*'M«reJi  iriTSfl. 

**  Sir. —  I  am  still  of  opinion  tbot  they  will  lioar 
meat  the  Gate,  and  I  have  no  difficulty  to  speak  to 
them ;  but  though  1  hope  I  can  ohtAtn  a  forbear- 
ance, I  am  confident  that  1  iihall  get  nothing  more  ; 
nor  would  any  attempt  to  borrow  of  them  or  *ell 
to  them  have  any  other  cfl'ect  than  thst  of  dis- 
abling me  from  succeeding  in  my  first  request. 
You  ttuiy  easily  believe  that  spindles  are  there  in 
very  little  credit. 

*•  I  will  propose  to  a  friend  to  speak  to  Mr. 
Hitch.  You  well  know  it  i»  impossible  to  gue«  what 
may  be  the  answer  when  money  is  to  be  soughL  It 
my  friend  refuses  the  emind,  whnt  shall  we  do  ? 
That  must  be  considered.  Will  you  then  write  to 
him  by  mc,  as  a  preparative,  a»d  then  see  him,  it 
he  gives  any  countenjinee  to  ihealTair?  You  are 
much  more  skilful  in  tht-se  ttansaetions  tlmn  I, 
and  might  much  soiMier  find  out  a  pniper  penmn 
to  deal  with,  for  ray  friends  have  not  much  money. 

•'  Would  it  be  wrong  if  you  wrote  a  short  tetter 


*  Thlt  nriuit  have  b'wfi  io«rph  Cii*i>,  tht  brother  aad  «uc- 
cf-n  of  K<l«4rd,  who  had  dked  ia  I7M-  —  dtuaaa. 

*  11  Itch  WH4  A  bookiellor  and  pubUaher  af  eaiuldersbla 
note.  —  Csoaui. 

n  3 
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for  me,  to  show  at  Cave's  as  a  kind  of  cmlential, 
conuiiaing  onty  a  few  lin»,  to  mention  the  value 
of  the  stocky  the  certainty  of  ihe  st^curity,  and  your 
desire  of  my  inlerptwitlon,  that  I  may  (»ol  nemn  to 
thrust  myself  needlessly  between  Cave  and  pay- 
ment, Ix-t  the  k-tter  bv  without  dejcction,^  as  if 
the  delay  wtu  n  thing  rnther  conveiufiit  than  neces- 
»nry  to  yoiu  Cave  owinot,  I  think,  want  forty 
pounds,  nor  perhapn  hius  he  twice  forty  to  ^pare. 

"  I  will  do  my  best  for  you  in  l»oth  negotiation*; 
wjlh  Hitch  my  best  can  be  very  little,  with  Cave  I 
expect  to  succeed^  ut  lea»t  for  so  \!iort  a  delay  as  to 
I^Iidsiimniert  and  think  it  would  be  as  well  in  your 
leltor  to  refer  payment  to  Michaelmas  or  Christmas, 
If  they  will  grant  the  whole  of  our  rctjuest  (for  1 
f^hall  make  it  mine  too),  they  miiy  more  easily 
gmnt  part,  Du(,  once  more;  you  know  all  the^ 
tljliig.*i  better  than  I.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Joumson/' 

—  fbcock  MSS, 


JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

**  15th  April.  IT56. 

'"  DxAR  Sia, —  Though,  when  you  and  your 
brother  wer«  tn  town*  jou  did  not  think  my  humble 
habitation  worth  a  vtait,  yet  I  will  not  ho  far  give 
way  to  sullenneu  as  not  to  tell  you  that  I  have 
lately  «een  an  o<^tavo  book  '  which  1  suspect  to  be 
youn,  though  I  have  not  yet  read  above  ten  pages, 
TTiatway  of  publishing,  w^ithout  acqiiainting  your 
friends  is  a  wieked  triek.  However,  I  will  not  »o 
fur  depend  upon  a  mere  conjecture  as  to  ehargc  you 
with  II  fraud  which  1  cannot  prove  you  to  have 
comtnitted. 

'*  I  should  lie  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  plexuicd 
with  your  new  situation.'  You  have  now  a  kind 
of  royalty,  and  are  to  be  answerable  for  your  con- 
duct to  posterity,  1  suppose  you  care  not  tM>w  to 
aiuwer  a  lettt-r,  except  there  be  a  lucky  concurrence 
of  a  post-day  with  a  holiday.  These  rest rainf!  are 
trouhlevime  for  a  time,  but  custom  maken  them 
ca:«y,  with  the  help  of  tome  honour,  and  a  great  deal 
of  profit,  and  I  doubt  not  but  your  abilities  will 
obtain  both. 

**  For  my  part,  I  have  not  lately  done  much.  I 
have  l»een  ill  in  the  winter,  and  ray  eye  has  been  in* 
flamed  ;  but  1  please  myself  with  the  hopeA  of  doing 
many  ttiing^  with  which  I  have  long  pleased  and 
deceived  myself. 

'*  What  becomes  of  poor  dear  Collint  ?  I 
wrote  him  a  letter  which  he  never  answered.  I 
suppose  writing  la  very  troublesome  to  him.  That 
utAn  IS  no  common  loss,  lite  moralists  all  talk  of 
the  uncertuiuty  of  fortune,  and  the  tnin^iitorineiis 
of  beauty ;  but  it  is  yet  more  dreadful  to  consider 
thiit  the  powers  of  the  mind  are  equally  liable  to 
change ;  that  understanding  may  make  its  appear- 
ance and  depart,  that  it  nnay  blaze  and  expire. 

"  LfCt  mc  not  be  long  without  a  letter,  and  I  will 
forgive  you  the  orais»on  of  the  vi^it  ;  and  if  yuu 
ti«n  tell  me  fcliat  you  are  now  more  happy  than 
before,  you  will  give  great  pleasure  to,  dear  Sir, 
your  most  affectionate  and  miost  humble  servant, 
—  n'ooli'4  Life,  "Sam.   Johxsok.** 


l  Th«  (3rit  viiliima  of  the  fUuif  on  tha  WrlUiigs  and 
Crnl"  ►•iirpddOonyiTiouily  la  !7ft6.  — CiMtra. 

J  H  !  of  *»«oii.l  rna*tcr  of  Winc&e»i«r  Scbool 

look  I'  —  CsonKt. 


JOHNSON  TO  PAQ 

*'  Sia,  —  I  would  not  have  it  tliol 
sometimes  transgresned  the  rules  i 
would  violate  the  laws  of  friend»li| 
heard  any  thing  from  Uie  Gate  I  mi 
formed  you,  and  i  will  scud  to  l| 
should  neglect  to  transmit  any  aeooi 
receive.  I  have  l3oen  many  times  | 
coming  to  you,  but  if  by  coming  I  c0 
of  any  considerable  use,  I  would  } 
hindered.  Tliey  arc  so  cold  at  the 
the  landlord  and  to  yoti,  that  if  I  i 
any  body  else  to  apply  to,  I  would  IH 
more.  I  am  thinking  of  Dicey.  I  i 
bumble  servant,  SaJit 

—  Fticock  MSS, 

JOHNSON  TO  PAU 

"  Sra,  —  You  will  think  I  forgot 
boy  is  run  away ",  and  I  know  not  1 
Besides,  nothing  seemed  to  require 
tion,  for  Mr,  Cave  lias  left  Loodoni 
night.  They  intimate  at  the  Gate  ( 
know  your  determination.  I  will  U 
a  day  or  two.     I  am,  Sir,  your  hum| 

—  Pocoek  MSS,  **  SA94I 

JOHNSON  TO  PAOj 

**  Dkar  Si  a,  —  I  have  been  rcaj 
ordered,  —  when  your  lost  message  j 
the  bed,  and  bad  not  resolutiun  to  A 
no  4lecp  all  night,  I  indeed  had  f4 
audible  voice,  but  am  now  much  hii 
cannot  hope  to  go  out  very  quickl} 
your  humble  servant.  Sail 

—  Pocoek  AiSS> 

JOHNSON  TO  PAti 

*'  Sir,  —  I  am  astonished  at  whal 
I  cannot  well  come  out  to- night,  ha't 
you  on  Monday  evening.  1  have  tl 
but  have  ao^'  f»omc  leisure.  I  repel 
am  aatonishcd.  Henry  is  just  gooi 
but  I  could  send  to  him,  if  there  wai| 
of  advantage  from  it.  I  am  certain 
with  his  privity,  for  he  bus  no  inter* 
he  is  too  wise  to  do  ill  without  \ni 
Sir.  your  humble  servant,  Sal 

**  1  am  ready  to  do  on  this  oeeal 
that  can  Iw  done." 

—  Poeuck  MSS, 

JOHNSON  TO  PAXi 

1 
»SiH,  —  You  think  it   hard   by  \ 
cannot  liave  a  letter. 

**  I  vngaged  Mr.  Newberry,  wh4 
Monday  nij^ht  the  note  enclosed,  aj 
think  the  matter  well  settled.  On  T} 
to  Mr.  Hetu^',  but  soon  board  he  wi 


>  TV  fciy,  )n  one  of  lite  former 
I  luppoK,   FrnDcl«    Dart)*ri 
I  pott,  llitM  MarcM)  he  i»  Btltl  calto<t  t>e^ 


vet  notnni 
iltodAwaol 


iiMiii  ■ 


A 


Mr,  47. 
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I  htmrn  not  wYut  to  do,  —  I  then  b«d  reeoone  to 
jmng  Mr.  €«•«•,  trho  regy  civilly  went  Mbout  the 
bwiiif^  And  o«me  liO  roe  TcstertUy  id  thi;  evening 
pilk  tlik  neeouat, 

Hr,  Ct*«  wiamdt  nnA  hm  m  man  in  pommaom. 
Be jHMdc  •  nie,  ■nd  «o1cl  only  •  ftr»-&hovtl  for 

fmAt  were  mppniMoA  et    about  eighty 

*Mf.  Cht*  vill  Miiy  three  weeks  without  any 
MtkMi  in  the  business^  but  will  still  keep 


Be 


perts  tluit  you  should  pay  the  «ipence  of 
i  imw  lotiot)  H  U  I  eould  not  be  in- 


He  will  tliy  to  Chrictma*  upon  «ccurlty.  He 
lliof  to  cointinuv  you  tenant,  or  will  Aell  the 
U>  mxij  that  fthAll  work  or  buy  tlie  ^l^llint^ 

vslutfi  htt  BiiU  At  ■  tliou^nd  poundt. 

H«  iBd  itol  oume  up  dbuut  this  buctivaB,  but 

*  Jff.  Beffier,  m  young  Mr.  Ctve  think  i,  is  at 

WttlBlHlltOft. 

*  Tbott,  Sir,   ere   the  perticuUri  thnt   I    have 
pMiaseid.     I  am.  Sir,  your  very  bumbU  servant, 
<-^  ^temk  US&.  **  &AM.  Jou)i so)r. " 

XOI1NSON  TO  PAUL. 

(No  date.) 

*  .Sta«  *>  I  em  no  lot  mrprtied  than  youraelf  at 
lie  *|"^(>—tW  wbieh  you  have  met  with,  and  agree 
with  yon  lllal  Mr  Cave  must  impute  to  hinuelf 
put  m  ifeB  iliaeontent  that  he  thall  suffer  tUl  the 
HiImIIi  I  atr  pTodnred. 

■•  If    I  ^rtunjty  of  dispelling  the 

ii  at  pnwcnt,   T  sliall  en» 

li  iKiin  Tur  1115  ^ike  and  yotu^  ;  but  it  is  to 

irpoHT  flMt   remunatnuicea  are  offered   to 

vniioo   or   to  obvttnate   prejudice. 

In  mn  place  and  Gtrlick  in  the  other,  leave 

Cur  lb*  anpleaslng  reasonings  of  your 

o-rant,  SaiA.  Jouxsoir.'*'] 

MSS, 

BSa  voHu  tliitf  yenr  were,  au   abstract  or 
in  oouvo,  of  bk  folio  DictioRarjf  nnd 
anyi  in  u  monthly  publication,  entitled 
UvlTmiaAi*    VisiTKR."        Christopher 
with  whoao  iiiihAppy  vacillation  of  mind 
ly  rympatiuBea.  was  one  of  the  ftat«<l 
aid  it  was  to 
It!  nes  eaiployed 

A''  iijuiri.t:.i  with  two  a»- 

llBVc  I'od   lo  him;    but  I  am  , 

f:  I  '  vi.lence,  that  of  these  ! 

•Tr  ie*?r,"  **  Kftlectioiis  ; 

Stav  ni.r  ''An  Essay  on 

tr>  him.     i  am 

ly  onnti  .•  vidonce,  that 

*•  Kuxiii'  -  on  Agriculture rf 

8  Mf)U«l  '  I  fer?of  essay  on  the 

a^bjorC,  aod  vtliid^  iL'  '    '     n  ns 

a  Vf  One  «nu!  baud,  ia  I'  nd 

IQ  fsr  ftbovo  it,  nna  m^  ^irikingly 
r,  a«  ta  lnv«  no  doubt  of  its  true  parent ; 


wUli  PaaU  of  which 
iQ,~CKtia^a. 


and  that  ho  also  wrote  "A  Dissertation  on  the 
State  oi*  Literature  and  Auliior?,"f  and  **A 
Di^'^ertation  on  the  Epitaphs  written  by  Pupe."* 
The  last  of  these,  indeed,  be  afterwai^s  a<lded 
to  \\\&  "  Idler."  Why  the  e^say?  truly  written 
by  liim  are  marked  in  tbc  same  niauucr  with 
Home  which  he  did  not  writ<%  I  cannot  explain ; 
hut,  with  dt'ference  to  those  who  have  a^Jcribed 
to  Idm  the  three  essaya  which  I  have  rejected, 
they  wiint  all  the  diaracteristical  tnarka  of 
Johnsonian  composition. 

He  enn^njtcfd  jj^o  to  auperintcnd  and  con- 
tribute Jjirifely  to  another  monthly  publication, 
entitled  "TnB  Litfbary  Mag*7inb,  or  Uni- 
veR«AL.  Review,"*^  the  tirst  nundjer  of  whii  h 
came  out  in  May  this  year.  What  were  his 
emoluments  from  this  undcrtakinpr^  and  whiit 
other  writers  were  employed  in  it,  I  have  not 
discovereti.  He  continued  to  write  in  it,  with 
intermi($sion«L,  till  the  fifteenth  number;  and  I 
tliiuk  that  he  never  gave  better  proofs  of  the 
force,  acutenesss  and  vivacity  of  his  mind,  than 
in  this  miscellany,  whetber  we  consider  his  ori- 
ginal cssdTB,  or  bis  reviews  of  the  works  of 
others.  I'he ''"  Preliminary  AcJdre.*€''t  to  the 
public,  is  a  proof  bow  tbii*  p^eat  man  could 
embeUi»b  with  the  graces  of  8U|>erior  oomposi- 
tion,  even  so  trite  a  thing  as  the  plan  of  a 
maguiiie. 

His  original  essays  are,  "An  Introduction  to 
the  Political  State  of  Great  Britain  ;"t  "Re- 
marks on  the  Militia  Blll;"f  "Observations 
on  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Treaties  with  the 
Empress  of  Russia  and  the  Landgrave  of  H^jsse 
Cfl«sel;"t  "Observations  on  the  Present  State 
of  Affairs ;  *  f  and,  **  Memoirs  of  Fredertt-k  li . 
King  of  Prussia .''f  In  all  these  he  diiiplays 
eatensive  p<»litical  knowledge  ftn<i  wgacity, 
tixpressed  with  uncommon  energy  and  perspi- 
cuity, without  any  of  those  words  which  he 
sometimes  took  a  pleasure  in  adopting,  in  imi* 
tation  of  Sir  Thomas  Browne ;  of  whose  "Chris- 
tian Morals"  he  this  year  gave  an  edition,  with 
his  "Life***  prefixed  to  it,  which  is  one  of 
Johnson's  best  biographical  performances,  in 
on<2  instance  only  in  tbcse  essays  has  he  t«- 
dulge4l  his  Browniirm.  Dr.  Robertson,  the 
historian,  mentioned  it  to  me,  as  having  nt 
once  convinced  him  that  Johnson  was  the  au- 
thor of  the  "  Memoirs  of  the  KiniJ  of  Prussia." 
Sfjeaking  of  the  pride  which  the  old  King,  the 
father  of  his  hero,  twik  in  being  nuisfer  of  the 
tallest  regiment  in  Europe,  he  says  *'T(»  review 
this  towering  regiment  was  his  daily  pleneure  j 
and  to  perpetuate  it  was  m*  much  his  iture,  that 
when  he  met  a  tall  woman,  he  immediately 
commanded  one  of  his  Tttmiinn  retinue  to 
marry  her,  that  they  might  prajni^tt^  pro' 
ctrit^y  For  this  Anglo-Latian  word  prnctntu^ 
Johnson  had,  however,  the  authority  of  Addi- 
son. 

Hfs  reviews  arc  of  the  fallowing  books : — 


«  Probabli  th«  dMlgn  ia«nttO«M4  tO  Or.  Adaoi*.  m/J,  p,  99. 
CaoKift. 
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"Birch's  History  of  the  Royal  Society  ;"f 
"MurphyV  Grav's-Inn  Journal  ;"|  **  Warton's 
Essay  on  the  VVritiDgs  and  Genius  of  Pope, 
vol.  i-;"f  ^Hamptons  Tranalatioja  of  Poly- 
bius ;  **t  "  Blnckwell's  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of 
Augustus :"t  "RuMell's  Natural  Flistory  of 
Aleppo ;"f  "Sir  Isaac  Newton *a  Arguments  in 
Proof  of  a  Deity  ;"f  "Borlaise's  History  of  tlie 
IbIcs  of  ScUly;"f  "Holme's  Experimcntjs  on 
Bleaching ;  "f  "  Brown's  Clirisiian  Morals  ; "  f 
*'  Ilfdeu  on  distillinj^  Sea-\Vater,  Ventilators  in 
Ships,  and  curuig  an  ill  Ta^te  in  Milk ;  "f  *'Lu- 
cjifl'a  Essay  on  Waters  ;  "f  "  Keitfa-B  Catalogue 
of  the  Scottish  Bishops ;  "f  "  Browne's  History 
of  Jamaica ;"f  "  Philnsopliical  TrauRontions, 
vol.  xlix.  ;"t  *' Mrs.  Lenox's  Translation  of 
Sully**  Memoirs;"*  "Mi>oellanios,  by  Elizabeth 
Harrii+on ; " f  "Evans's  Map  and  Account  of 
the  Miildle  Colonies  in  America, "  f  "  Letter 
on  the  Ca?e  of  Adintrul  Byn«? ; "  *  "Appeal  to 
the  People  coni*ernln^  Admiral  Byng';"*  '"  Han- 
way'tj  Ei^ht  Days'  Journey,  and  Essay  on 
Tea;"*  "TheCndef,  a  Military  Treatise  ;"t 
"  Some  further  Particulars  in  relation  to  the 
Case  of  Admiral  Hynfj,  by  a  Gentleman  of  Ox- 
ford ;  "•  "  The  Conduct  of  the  Ministry  relating; 
to  the  present  War  impartially  examined  ; "  f 
"A  Free  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Orijjin 
of  Evil."  *  All  the^%  from  inlcrual  evidence, 
were  written  by  Johnson  :  some  of  them  I  know 
he  avowed,  and  have  marked  them  with  an 
w^niik  accordingly.  Mr.  Thomas  Daviea,  in< 
deed,  ascribed  toTiim  the  Review  of  Mr.  Burke's 
"  Irii|uiry  into  the  Oriffin  of  our  Ideas  of  the 
Suhlmie  and  Beautifuf; "  and  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins, with  equal  discernment,  has  in^ierted  it  in 
hla  collection  of  Johnson's  works :  whereas  it 
has  no  resemblance  to  Johnson's  composition, 
and  is  well  known  to  have  been  written  by 
Mr.  Murphy,  who  had  acknowledj^ed  it  to  me 
and  nuuiy  otliers. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  juntiee  to  John- 
son's  political  character,  which  has  been  mis- 
repre^iented  as  abjectly  submissive  to  power', 
that  hifl  "Observations  on  the  present  i>tate  of 
AJOfairs,"  clow  with  as  animated  a  spirit  of  con- 
Btitutiomu  liberty  as  can  be  found  any  where, 
Thtw  he  begins ; — 

*•  The  time  i*  now  cotne,  in  which  every  Engli&h- 
m«n  pKpectito  be  Informed  of  the  national  afltiirs  ; 
and  in  wiiich  he  has  a  right  to  have  that  expectation 
grntiHi'd.  For,  whatever  may  be  urged  by  mini»- 
ter\  or  those  whom  vanity  or  interest  make  the 
followers  of  in  in  inters,  concerning  the  necessity  of 
coafidenoe  in  our  goTemora,  sod  the  presumption 


*  Dr.  Jobnitmi't  pctHtkv]   bi&»  is  no  whf^re,  that  I  koow, 
rtt'twi'Uled  u  liatiDjr  lM>{;n,ai  tAiM  dait,'^  nbjectlf  tubmbnlfC! 

to  (i.,v,.,r      iir,  fi,-  ...„»,,►.   I .,,  mppoiMMi,  aiid  with  toniA 

h-  J  tiCMua  mid  lU  tueeetiJ^ 

r:  noiwell  that  lufmloailj 

*  "■  o  rj  p^riuitDii  he  brcamw  too 

but  Ltiv  triiUi  l«.  tbat  In  ipltoor  hli 
}•  i«  alwBj»  ■  friend  to  dicdplioe  in  th« 

I"  '  '''  u.aM,  nind  aiihoujth  he  Joined  in  the 

«'  ,|  Cvoritv  the  Socmid.  bit 

V  iippori  (1]«  moaarcbical 


of  prying  with  profane  cytt  into 
policy,  it  is  evident  that  ditJi  rev«| 
claimed  only  by  counselt  yet  uneneci 
ject£  suspended  in  deliberation.  But 
ha«  ended  in  miiscaniAge  or  «uecei% 
eye  and  e^ery  ear  is  witnew  to  g 
or  general  latisfactioii,  it  im  ttien  a  J>f 
diM>ntang1e  confu&ion  and  illustrate  \ 
shvw  by  what  causes  every  event  wis  i 
in  what  effects  it  ift  Ukely  to  lermfi 
down  with  distinct  particularity  m 
always  huddles  in  general  exclatnal 
plcxes  liy  indigt^^leJ  narratives  ;  to  d 
[iBppine»  or  cabinity  is  derived,  an 
may  be  cipected  ;  and  honestly  to  ' 
peoplu  what  inquiry  can  gather  of 
conjecture  can  estimate  of  tho  future. 

Here  we  have  it  assumed  ds 
vertible  princifde,  that  in  thtfl 
(>eople  ore  the  superintendents  of 
and  measures  of  those  by  whom  ^< 
administered  ;  of  the  beneficial  efle 
the  present  rei«rn  afforded  an  illi 
ample,  when  addrci^t^es  from  all  tf 
kingdom  controlled  on  audacious  a£| 
troduce  a  new  power  subversive  o^ 

A  still  stronger  proof  oi"  hiii  pa^ 
appears  in  hia  review  of  an  **  K^sayj 
by  Dr.  Lucas,"  ^  of  whom,  alU^r  doj 
ji5  a  man  well  known  io  the  wi 
darinff  defiance  of  power,  when  h^ 
exerted  on  the  side  of  wrong,  he  tbdl 

"  Tlie  Irish  ministers  drove  him  fra 
country  by  a  proclamation,  in  whicbi 
him  witb  crimes  of  which  they  nevcdj 
be  called  to  the  proof,  and  opprclf 
methods  etjually  irm-fiistible  by  gull 
cence.  Let  the  man  thu«  chive  a  iq 
Imving  bci^n  ilie  friend  of  his  country« 
in  every  other  place  as  a  confessor  of  1 
let  the  tooU  of  power  be  taught  in  tin 
may  rob,  but  catuiot  impoverish*"         . 

Some  of  his  reviews  in  this  Wi 
very  short  accounts  of  the  pieces  ii|l 
I  in  en  t  tot)  them  only  that  Dr.  Johni|| 
of  the  works  may  be  known  ;  but  ni| 
are  examples  of  elaborate  criticism,, 
masterly  style.  In  his  review  of  th^ 
of  the  Court  of  Augustus,"  he  hli 
lution  to  think  and  speak  from  hiaj 
regartUeas  of  the  cant  transndt ted  fl 
Age,  in  praise  of  the  ancient  Komn 
"I  know  not  why  any  one  but  a  m 
his  declamation  ahould  whine  oveS 
monwcalth  of  Rome,  which  grew  gfl 


'  Mr.  BoiWf U  mt^atir  Mr.  Fox'»  tt"lcbf»tpj|  H 
•dvcnuiry  of  which  be  dittiuguithed  hlmaclfaal 
In  a  private  slolton  could  do.  —  Ciqkml  . 

s  Ur.  Lucu  wot  OD  apolhecar;  in  Dublll 
M.O0i  who  tirtMight  bimu'ir  into  politic  noi 
degree  of  fiopularitf  by  bU  wriciniri  Kiid  ipi«ei 
gtrrerntnunt.  H«  wiu  elei-tcii  n>pr(<Mv>iitjiilY^ 
176t  ;  and  4  roartile  ftatue  to  hit  honour  1|  I 
HojaI  Rxchango  of  that  cUj.  He  dic«l  ia 
Chuksr. 
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of  the  rcflt  of  mankind.     The  Ko- 
;i%  na  *oon  na  tbey  gr<*vr  rich, 
\i  anti  in  tlictr  iirtrrupLloti  sold  the 
)mfl  of  themselves,  and  of  one 
A^in  :  "A  peopk%  who  while  thej 
rtiliMd  mankmu ;  atu)  )V$  soon  as 
I J  one  another," — In  bis 
Tiietf  in  prose  and  verse^ 
r^ii/;i(>otJj  HjurriiJon,  but  written 
he  gives  im  eminent  proof  at 
lodoxy  atid  candour. 

itbon  of  the  esMys  in  prose  seem  gcne- 

'      >    fried    to    imitate*    the 

.Mrs.  Rowe.      This, 

;  they  have  laboured 

Pter  tt  tmflgery,  her  purity  of 

,i^\c  had  Dr.  Wjitts before 

;  a  wnicj,  trtio,   if  he  stood  not  in  the 

of  gmuus  oompenwited  that  defect  hy  a 

tMAliOO  of  hi«  poiver*  to  the  promotion  of 

■tlcapt  to  employ  the  ornament!!  of 

the  dccanitton  of  religion,  was  I  think, 

by  Mr.  Woyle's  •  Martyrdom  of  Then* 

JBoyltf'w  philocRiphical  Ktudies   did  not 

for  the  miltivattoo  of  style :   and 

|»f  the  threat  dcsig:ti  was  reserved  for 

~)r,  Watt*  wa«  one  of  the  first  who 

Iter*  to  wjitc  Jtnd  sjieak  like  oth*?r 

lh«m  that  elegance  might  coiusist 

TlMry  would  Uuve  both  done  honour 

:«ety,  for  they  had  that  charity  which 

nakc  their  failings  be  forgotten,  and 

the   whole   Chrittian   world   wish   for 

They  w«rc  pure  from  all  the  heresies 

vhieh  every  opinion  is   beeorne   a 

univeruit  church  has  hitherto  tie- 

prnxue  the  generaJ  interest  of  man- 

br  ^iven  to  writers  who  please  and 

who  infttruct   and  do  not   weary. 

all  hutnan  eulogies  are  vaitij,  whom  I 

bj  angelf,  and  numbered  with 

of  Tea  a^nst  Mr.  Jonas  Han- 
attsu'k   ujMiu   that  elegant  and 
ehows  bow  very  well  a  man 
[Write  upon  the  slightest  subjeot, 
*i  the  ItaJ[ian&  nay,  t^ri  anurre: 
oo  person  ever  enjoyed  with  moro 


iokaioa  candklljr  dBicribfri  himtnlf  i 

with  OBlf  the  tohiiioai  of 
warodf  dm*  to  cr..^ 

(r«  *<tTn 


iMrra  Oil'  iir 


I  Dr.  JohtiioD, 

tM^ttiuc  Ui»  lt>*JMr  will  ll0 
tau,  who  darat  i>iri1«itd  with  ror/* 

■'sit 


relish  tlje  infusion  of  tlmt  fnijriant  leaf  »J»an 
Johnson.  The  qujintlties  wliich  he  drank  <»f  it 
at  all  hours  were  so  great,  that  luii  nervea  must 
have  been  uncommonly  itrong,  not  to  have 
been  extremely  relaxed  by  such  an  intemper" 
ate  use  of  it.'  He  a:^ured  uie^  that  he  never 
felt  the  least  inconvenience  from  it ;  which  h  a. 
proof  that  the  fault  of  his  constitution  was 
rather  a  too  ^rreat  tension  of  fibres,  than  the 
contrary-  Mx.  Han  way  wrote  an  angry  answer 
to  Johiiion'8  review  of  his  E&say  on  Tea,  and 
John-^on,  after  a  full  and  deliberate  paust.%  naade 
a  reply  to  it ;  the  only  instance,  I  believe,  in 
the  whole  courfte  of  hij  Ufe,  when  he  conde- 
scended to  oppose  any  thing  that  was  written 
against  him.  I  suppose,  when  he  thought  of 
any  of  his  little  antagonists,  be  wa**  ever  justly 
aware  of  the  high  sentiment  of  Ajax  in  Ovid : 

**  iHe  tuHt  prttiumjam  nunc  eertctmims  huju*. 
Qui,  cum  cietui  ent^  mecum  ccrtttBtt  ferehtr.*^  * 
But,  indeed,  the  good  Mr.  Hanway  laid  himself 
so  open  to  ridicule,  that  Johnson's  animadver- 
sions upon  hia  attack  were  chiefly  to  make 
sport. 

The  generosity  with  which  he  pleads  the 
cause  of  Admiral  Byng  is  highly  to  tne  honour 
of  his  heart  and  spirit.  Though  Voltaire  atleets 
to  be  witty  upon  the  fate  of  that  unfortunate 
ofHeer,  oV»*erving  that  he  was  shot  "  pour  en- 
i'ouruger  les  autresy^  the  nation  has  long  been 
satisfied  that  his  life  was  aacrtfioed  to  the  poli- 
tical fervour  of  the  times.  In  the  vault  be- 
longing to  the  Torrington  family,  tn  the  church 
of  Southill,  in  Bedfordshire,  tnere  is  the  fol- 
lowing epita^ih  upon  his  monument,  which  I 
have  transcribed : — 

"TO  TBI  rcaPETUAL  niscEAca 

or  ruBnc  justics, 

Tiis  noKoeaABta  john  bywo,  esq. 

auMia^L  or  tmk  uiea, 

ritL  A  MAUTTa  TO  POUTICAI. 
rCRXKCOTIOM  *, 

MaacH  H.  IN  Till  viaa  1757; 

WNEIf   BRAVEar  AND    LOrALTT 

wvaa  rNserriciCMT  smrtuTtBa 

t^oa  THE  Lira  a>id  uoNoua  or 

A  NAVAL  orricEx." 


othPT  dtrcdett  the  rxerution  :  there  can  be  no  (IroRirer  proof 

that  he  WAi  not  a  ^Mj/Z/ifcri  martyr.     "^    -  ►• •  'r^4l«d 

at  larn  In  th«  Quartcrlr  Hericw  f>  BuC 

IhooEn  l<^gally.  and.  I  Wnrrio.  Ji4>-<  :ikcijF 

tint  hr  UrouM   hj|V«  htMMi  i.ardiini'.!  i  v  rati 

The  aubl>  1   tba 

ndmiriU  jit  i  luttl 

11  th*  »il(h  Sr;  M^lTia 


..a\  I'ourt  nnil  king, 


Aotf  Ir- 
iotiff  VK 


Aj- 
loowMlfv 

tat  by    - 

liiti,  a:, 


r  ilitf  BAaiB  mcmilt,  it  a 
>  Byng.  «r«  tli««a  HOMi'^ 
i«llili4kd  , 

'leand  wo«." 

f  ftlliiiVil  rn.  nnff.  n.  41. 
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Jcliiiion*i  most  exquisite  criticiJ  ensay  in  the 
Literjiry  Maparine,  and  indeed  any  wuere,  is 
liiB  review  of  Soanie  Jenynis's  "Inquiry  intfi 
<he  Ori^'in  of  Evil."  Jenyna  was  nosacft&etl  uf 
lively  taltmts,  and  a  style  eminently  pure  und 
Ctt»y,  and  could  very  happily  play  with  a  llpht 
subject,  either  in  prose  or  vcrsse:  but  v^hen  he 
speculated  on  that  nio»l  diiBeult  and  excruci- 
tttinj;  que-^tion,  the  Ori^n  of  EviJ^  he  "  ventiire<l 
fur  lieyond  hisi  depth,"  and,  nccordingly^  was 
expf>st?d  by  Johnson,  both  with  lUMite  arpmicmt 
and  brilliant  wit.  1  remember  when  the  late 
Mr*  Hlrkneira  humorous  perl'onnanee,  entitled 
••The  Musiesd  Trave!s  of  Joei  Collyer,"  in 
which  li  alight  attempt  is  made  to  ridieule 
Johnson^  -wuh  ascribed  to  Soaroe  Jenyns,  "  Ua ! 
(«aid  Johnson)  I  thought  I  had  given  Aim 
enough  of  it." 

His  triumph  over  Jenyns  h  thns  dracribed 
by  my  friend  Air.  Gourtenay,  in  his  "Poetical 
Iteview  of  the  liteniry  and  moral  character  of 
Dr,  Johnston ; "  a  jwrformance  of  such  merit, 
that  had  I  not  been  honoured  with  a  very  kind 
and  partial  notice  in  it,  I  should  echo  the  sen- 
timents of  men  of  the  first  taste  loudly  in  its 
praise : — 
**  When  «pociou»  iwphist*  with  presumption  scan 

The  source  of fvil,  hidden  still  from  man  ; 

Ucvtve  Amhinri  tiile^  and  vainly  hope 

Ti»  rival  Si.  Jiihn  and  his  scholar  Pope; 

Tliough  mc'tjipliysic!)  spread  the  ^loom  of  night, 

Uy  reason's  star  hv  ^fuideH  our  aching  sight ; 

TJtebouudj  of  Laowledgc  marks,  and  poiins  the 
way 

To  p«thlcj»  wastes  where  wildcr'd  sages  stray ; 

Where,  like  a  farthing  link-boy,  Jenyns  standi, 

And  the  Clm  torch  drops  from  hi«  feeble  hand^i." ' 

This  year  Mr.  William  Payne,  brother  of 
the  respectable  bookseller  of  that  name,  pub- 
lished *•  An  Introduction  to  the  Game  of 
Draugbtii,'"  to  which  Johnson  contributed  a 


I  Somr  tiine  after  Dr.  Johnioct't  dAtth,  there  appeared  tn 

th<«  HPW»pllp«-rt    HH.A    iTi  .L':</lrii-ii    Till.-    fnlliiwin..  ^  j  llllwTaJ  atld 

petul.int  ntti  amlrr 

lUr  tuiin!  <J>  ^'  '   «cU' 

tl«<iuai>.  vUt*  ti  li   *ldlc 

Jabatort  lircij.     It  Xiiautiied.  ;ii  tliirLiLt-rli»tlca  ol  linn,  all  the 
Tulenr  cirriuDttancck  of  ittmse  wbich  iiAd  circulated  nmQQjtut 
Ilia  ignorant:  — 
**  Here  lies  poor  JoHWfio^f.    Rendrf.  hate  a  (Hire, 

Tread  llflbtlr.  t«t  you  rotm*  a  fter ping  bear  j 

Roliiftanu,  moral,  gpncrouj,  and  humane 

tie  «««  —  but  »pir.»uffic.k(»nl,  rudi*,  and  Toln  ; 

tlUbml  »iil  ovcrlH'arir)?  in  df«imt«, 

A  *(-tiMl;ir  ,'i!i  1  a  rhrUnan  —  vet  a  brule, 

\\.  i  hli  folly. 

II  itiehoi)', 

Ji,,-  ;Vit. 

Wmi  t>'I)  \<Hi  iiuM'  111'  wroif,  iiiui  uiijk  il,  and  caugh'd.  and 
,pil."  GmL  Mofi  17B6. 

Thli,  uft*  An  iitil.rcniiilii^'  fndulgPTSf*'  of  piiTiy  retell tRirtit. 

:,noi)d  sue,  uid 

I  WHS  tnil;^ 

'•'\  aTMl  (jit  my 

--   '^m  with 

,,     Hr 

^vould 

r  iBmA' 

'    found 

•    '  ^  i      HI  by  no 

HtMnft  Aud,  MMd  iudU  4U    wiLutcui  pruvucaUun  tialjr  could 
Juatt^i  — 


Dedication  to  the  Eajrl  of  Rofth 
Preface,*  l>oth  of  which  are  adiui 
to    the    trcjitisc    to  which    ihey 
Johnson,  I  believe,  did  not  play 
after   leaving  College ;  by  which 
for  it  would  have  afforded  him 
ioothin^  relief  from  the  melancho: 
tressed  nim  so  often.     I  have  h<itt 
that  he  had  not  learnt  to  play  ut 
the  giuiic  of  draughtit  we  kru»w 
calculated  to  fix  tl»e  attention  withl 
it.       There   is   a   composure   iiui 
draughts     which    inscusiblv    trau 
mind;    and,  accordingly,  llie  l)u' 
of  it,  aj»  they  are  of  t^mokirig,  of 
influence  i»t   whiclt,  though  he 
smoked,   be    had  a   high    opinio 
there  \a  in  draughts  some  exercise  J 
ties;    and   accordingly,   Jdhnson,' 
dignify  the  subject  in  his  Dcdieatii 
13  most  cslimable  in  it,  observes, 
find  or  make  anj'  thing  a  trille:    ti 
the  greut  characteristic  of  a  wise 
events  in  their  causes  to  obviate  C 
and  a:*cerl:iin  contingencies,  your 
think   nothing  a   trille   by  which 
inured  to  caution,  foresight,  and 
tioiu" 

As  one  of  the  little  accasioi 
which  he  did  not  disdain  to  take 
a  num  whose  profession  waa  li 
year  accepteti  of  a  guinea  from 
Drwlsley,  tor  writing  the  Introdu' 
London  Chronicle,"  an  evening  nei|| 
even  in  so  slight  a  performance  exljl 
liar  talent.*.     ITiis  Chronicle  stdl 
from  what  I  observed,  when  I 
a  more   exten^iive  circulation 
titient  than  any  of  the  English  uefi 
was  constantly  read  by  Johnson 
it  in  but  j  tut  to  observe,  that  it  1 


exl 


"  EPITAPH 
"  Prepared  for  a  creature  not  quite  ( 

Here  lloi  i  little  urIv  neuAwitii  eJf, 
%Vhi>,  jiKJ^ni;  only  from  it&  wrvtcliedl 
Fwbly  iiUttinptcd,  uetulant  and  rain, 
Thw  •  Or\fi\n  of  KtIi  '  to  n  j.li.ti. 
A  mighty  tieniu*  At  tht&  <  I  1. 

With  ■  ftninn  critic  f ^rt^ ,  i 

For  thilny  yo«r«  iu  cuw;i  m 

Tin  in  ilifdiiit  the  mitfii  | 

Then  »tunk  and  fn-ltt-ii  i  ki 

And  bilok'd  at  Joiikwn  .  ^ 


The  ansvcr  wai  no  doubt  liy  Mr. 
doe*  more  crt><tM  E4»  lii»  zoid  iliaD  hi* 
Itevii^w  w.i  ill  that  Julmthn 

|p(uirate  i  m  wat  txirn  in  17t 

iome  pfl#try  ;  m 
NtW:  iU»n.  Fful 
in  1774    Ofthi*  V 


qiir 


I1J.V1 


)L'k%  or  I'lilrprxal 
werk.     Thr  first 


i)o|iii'<'>iiW  ItiirMdii^  ti  tn^  app«arnl  Jati)  I. 
oflen  wrote  in  dili  iuurnal.  —  CaoatB. 
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disUngulsticd  for  good  scnsot  accumcj, 
iiriil  iielicttcy, 
Aikoti  e  of  the  same  nature  lins 

Iheh  c  '^  '  to  uiu  by  Ihc  Ileverend 

Dr*  Tb  who  has  done  himself 

cuoodti  his  own  writings.  **  Sit- 

tia^  irtLh  l>r- Jv-^luu"  n  one  morning  alone,  he 
i«4«*4  mc  if  I  had  known  Dr.  !Maddt?n,  who 
wm  author  "f  ' 


On  mr  aasin 

iWt  I  bsa  i< 

bottritood,  &c 


W) 


'       c-  in  Irtiliknd. 
:vOi  and  also 
II.  ni  in  hiii  neigh- 
l  of  mc  thut  when 

I«  .  ..  v>ul<i  cndeavvmr  to 

of  Dt»  Maddens  called 
:  - '  '     The   reason   (said 
hy   1   wiaii   lor  it,  i*   this ;  when   Dr. 
ciuju.t  f'»  T.nndon^  he  submitted  that 
li>  mv  n;  and  1  remember   I 

a  g!  ['me^  and  might  have 

nmny  m^jre  uithout  making  the  pocin 
ifowever,    the    Doctor    waa    very 
Bod  very  geoeroua,  for  be  giive  me 
to  mt  at  thai  titne  a 


'.  Umjt^r  rcsum^^  Ida  achcme  of  pi ving  an 

of  Hbjdc^pt^arc  with  notes.     He  issued 

*   of  oonflideriihle  Icn^nh  ^  in  which  he 

rwl   tluit  ho  fn'tfeetly  well   knew   what  a 

*b  mi  undertaking  re- 

iii^r-  prevented  him  from 

ii-e  which  alone  can 

.  that  genius,  how- 

.\  ;i.ad  luininouH,  cannot 

vc^..     It  y  remarkable, 

■  activity  was  for  the 

promised  his  work 

Christmas?,  1757. 

re  it  saw  the  H«Tht. 

...  .*.^,i,^  ..  ;uiLh  had  been  yeverc 

lit;    and   at  iMt  we  may  almost 

hit   iKi*    Cssarian    ojieration   was 

d  by  this  knife  of  CburchUl,  whose 


w  mm*,  4prM  «.  t7T\.  —  C. 
tt«  CuBi^t  «4  DubUu.  four  %OAritT\y  rv-rmfnatton* 


log 
hr 


11  n(   t^i.Tt 
-ottimi'i>d* 


t  lie  li't*  Wnv*  in 


ujihraidlng:  satire,  I  dare  say,  made  Johnson's 
friends  urge  hmi  to  dispatcJi. 

**  He  for  ffubt€rib«rft  bait*  his  liooik* 
And  takes  your  cash ;  but  where'x  the  book  ? 
No  mailer  where;  wise  fc«r,you  know. 
Forbids  the  robbing  of  a  foe ; 
But  v?hat,  to  serve  our  private  endst 
Forbids  the  cheating  of  our  friends?"* 

About  thia  period  he  was  offered  a  living  of 
eonsjderablc  \alue  in  Lincolnshire '',  if  he  were 
inclined  to  enter  into  holy  order*.  It  wua  a 
rectory  in  the  gift  of  Mr.  Langton,  the  father 
of  hid  much  valued  friend.  But  he  did  not 
accept  of  it;  partly,  I  believe,  from  a  conscien- 
tious motive,  being  persuaded  that  his  temper 
and  habits  rendered  him  unfit  for  that  a^iduous 
and  familiar  instruction  of  the  vulgar  ftiid 
ignorant,  which  he  held  to  be  an  essential  duty 
in  a  clergyman  ;  and  portly  because  his  love  of 
a  London  life  was  so  strong,  that  he  would  have 
thouj^ht  liimself  an  exile  in  any  other  phiee, 
particulai'ly  if  reisiding  in  the  country***  Who- 
ever would  wish  to  see  his  thoughts  upon  that 
subject  di>played  in  their  full  force,  may  peruse 
the  Adventurer,  Number  126. 

In  1757  it  does  not  appear  that  he  publisheil 
any  thing,  except  some  of  those  articles  in  the 
Literary  Magazme,  which  have  been  mentioned. 
That  magjixiue,  after  Johnson  cejised  to  write 
in  it,  gradually  declined,  tbouch  the  nojiuhir 
epithet  of  Anti^allican  was  addetl  to  it ;  tmd 
in  July,  1758,  it  expired-  lie  probably  pre- 
T)ared  a  pait  of  his  Shakspjarc  this  year,  lUid 
he  dictated  a  speech  on  the  subject  of  an 
address  to  the  Tftrone,  after  the  expedition  to 
Uochfort,  which  was  delivered  by  one  of  his 
frivnds,  I  know  not  in  what  public  meeting. 
It  is  printed  in  the  Gentleman  s  Magazine  for 
October,  1785,  as  his,  and  bears  sufficient 
marks  of  authenticity. 

By    the    favour   of    Mr.   Joseph   Cooper 


been  paid,  he  coniidered  theitt  to  al>«<i1uri*Iy  th«  nrop^rtf  of 
the  ptirrh.'wi^r,  »« fo  renouoceAll  claim  to  them.  H<'  fckonwl 
that  f"  '  About  forty  a«rmoni  \  but,  *  ■ 

•orao.  ;  UaI  band*  tb«7  vtvr*.      "    i  ' 

he,  •'  I  ii*tn.  mid  hiwe  nn  H|th(  Ir  i 

>l ...     1.    ..f    u..-.     A^ L.t      r.r... 


l<me,toth«  Prvfiie* 

•  lUiPikini,    who  fir*f    told    thU    fuct    on  Jolimou'i  oirn 

.infhnrlrr,  (Jo<*s  not  Tn<-Ttttcm  fhli.  I  it<«T  ninf  t'lwfr  m«*tK*"  fnr 
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of  the  Trca.^ury,    Diiblin,   I   hflve 
a  copy  of  the  foUowiug  letlcr  frum 


Walker  ' 

obtained 

Johnson  to  the  venerable  author  of  "Disaerta 

tiona  on  the  Hiatory  of  Iralsnd.'* 


JOHNSON  TO  CH8    O'CONNOR.  ESa« 

^'London,  April  d.17r>7. 

•*  Sir, —  I  have  lately,  by  the  favour  of  Mr, 
Faulkner,  seen  your  account  of  Ireland,  and  cannot 
forbear  to  «olicit  a  profitfcution  of  your  de«ign.  Sir 
WtlHatn  Temple  complains  that  Ireland  i*  less 
known  than  any  other  country,  a«  to  its  anctent 
Btat&  The  natives  have  had  little  lebure^  uad 
little  encouruRement  for  inquiry  ;  and  strangers, 
not  knowing  the  language,  have  had  no  aliility. 

•*  1  have  long  wished  that  the  Irish  literatore 
were  cidtivated.'  Ireland  b  known  hy  tradilioo  to 
bare  been  once  the  seat  of  piety  and  learning ;  and 
»urely  it  would  be  very  acceptahic  to  all  those  who 
are  curious  citJier  in  the  original  of  nations  or  the 
afliriities  of  languages*  to  be  further  infortneil  of 
the  revolution  of  a  people  bo  ancient,  and  once  to 
illustrious. 

••  What  relation  there  is  between  the  Weluh  and 
Irish  language,  or  between  the  language  of  Ireland 
and  that  of  Biscay,  deserves  inquiry.  Of  the&e 
provincial  and  uneitended  tongues,  it  seldom  hap. 
pens  that  more  than  one  arc  understood  by  any  one 
man :  and,  therefore^  it  seldom  happens  that  a  fair 
comparison  con  be  made.  I  hope  you  will  con* 
tinue  to  cultivate  this  kind  of  learning,  which  has 
too  long  lain  neglected,  and  which,  if  it  be  suffered 
to  remain  in  ohlivion  for  another  century,  may, 
perha]i.*i,  never  be  retrieved  As  I  wish  well  to  all 
UHcful  undertakings,  I  would  not  forbear  to  let  you 
know  how  much  you  deserve,  in  my  oj*in>on,  from 
all  lovers  of  study,  and  how  much  pleasure  your 
work  has  g tven  to.  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and 
toost  humble  servant,  Sam.  Jouxsoir.'' 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON, 

"  [London.]  Jaa«  JM7M. 
"  Dear  Sia,  —  Dr.  Marsili,  of  Padua,  a  learned 
gentleman^  and  good  Latin  poet,  has  a  mind  to  sec 


1  Mr.  Wiilk«r  wu  ■  inemliBr  of  the  Royal  Iri«h  Acadnny, 
aulhTir  of  the  "  Hlitodcal  Memolrt  of  tht  Iriih  Banli,**  ah 
■'  nutor(C4it  Mi^moLr  on  llatUa  Tiastd/,**  Ac,    He  dird  In 

)l><iUI.  _  CsoKKft. 

•  Mr    \V.ilkcr   wrltex  to  ise  aa  toUowi :  —  ••  Perhapi  it 

V  voa  to  have  Rome  account  of  Mr.  O'Connor. 

VI  'le,  learned,  venerable  old  geallrman,  of  an 
ii  iLuie.  who  Utffci  at  Ballyncgar,  in  the  countj 
i<i  hi*  1 1  an  aKJinlr«d  Hrrltcr.  and  membfr  of  the 

I I  The  alwjvi^  tHtrr  !i  iilludrd  tu  in  thr  preface 
t"  tiHon  of  hl»  '  Diiiort*  p.  3.*'  Mr.  O'Conuor 
a"  -iisv  RfdHhty-tTKO.  July  1.  ITS  I.  Smj  k 
«*  <if  him  (o  the  "  Gentlemaa't  Ma«a- 

Ii  I     —  BoSWKLL. 

who  dIfKl  at  hit  Mat  af  UaHrDegar, 
Ir.  rninnn.  Jt»ly.  IT9MD  hU  eJfhtj'^n'Cijnd 

i<  V  be  f^iqiid  lu  (h«  Gt'nllvniiici'a  Mnifa' 

III  the  "  Dt*J«rtJUloQ«  on  the  Illttory  of 
trc'Uiia  '  A  ics;uiid  diuJ  much  tm proved  edition  wati  pubiiihod 
hi  1*76.  —  Malosk.  Soo  anothirr  letter  from  him,  »o*r. 
MayU.  im-rHMKift. 

»  Thecffl^br:,  \U.  Flood,  [who  di4>d,  December, 

1791)  baj  ibin,  \tf  of  Dr.  Johnion't  opinkon ; 

(lavlnsbT  hlf  u  i  hi»  ntate,  after  the  death  «( 

lilt  wiff,  L«dj  trniji-f%.  to  the  Unireraity  of  Dublin;  "  d«>. 
alrfng  that  imm«^lat*ly  aftfr  the  lakl  eatat«  f hall  eomtt  Itiin 
their  poMeMlon,  they  •hall  appolut  two  profcMon,  one  for 
the  ttudy  of  tht  native  Ewe  or  Irinh  T  j">?.h^«  .,^4  .»...  other 
r«vr  tiM' •tudr  of  Irith  antiquUfea  (ir  1  for 

the  HtJdy  of  any  other  Kuropean  I  v  i ,  or 

autlllary  to,  the  itudy  of  Irith  anti>|>  ''>TJ ', 


Oil  ford     I  have  given  him  a  letter  to 

ford,  and  shall   be  glad  if  you  will  iut 

and  shew  him  any  thing  in  Oxford. 

"  I  am  printing  niy  new  edition  of 

^  I  long  to  sec  you  all,  but  cannot 

GOme  yet.     You  might  write  to  me  n( 

if  you  were  good  for  any  thing. 

tntitattt  mona.     Profewors  forget  their  j 

shall  certainly  complain  to  Miu  Jot 

your,  &c^  Sam. 

"  Please  to  tnake  my  oompltments 

JOHNSON  TO   [THOMAS  WAJI 

"  Daaa  Sia, —  I  have  been  thinkJi 
with  Mr.  Allen  about  some  literary  ht 
inhabitant  of  Oxford.  I^Iauy  Kchetoflf 
plausibly  proposed,  hut  at  present  tki 
sufBcivot,  ].  An  EccU-^uutical  Histfl| 
land.  Id  this  there  are  a  great  madj 
which  must  be  compressed  into  a  narm 
This  book  must  not  exceed  4  voIm.  8vo.  |j 
tory  of  the  Ilefurmnlion,  (not  of  Englmj 
of  Europe;)  this  muKt  not  i^xcecd  the  J 
and  will  t>e  full  of  and  very  Oj 

3.  The  Life  of  Hiclmrd  the  First.    4. 
Edward  the  Confessor, 

"  All  these  are  works  for  which  tl 
materials  may  be  found  at  Oxford,  and. 
well  executed  would  be  well  nveived. 
Lbest'  designs  to  you  in  confidence,  ih$i 
do  not  make  use  of  yourself  shall  rm 
uncommunicated  to  any  other.  The  i) 
writer  are  his  property  and  his  reveiiu^ 
fore  they  must  not  be  made  common.  J 
your  mo&t  humble  servant,         Sax 

JOHNSON  TO  BENNET  LAI 
Of  Trinity  ColUge,  OTjanLl 

"  Dkak  Sia,  —  Though  I  might  have| 
hear  from  yoti,  upon  your  entrance  intoj; 
of  life  at  a  new  place,  yet  recollecting',! 
out  some  di^ree  of  shame  J  that  I  owe  J 

i 


and  that  ihej  iludl  give  yearly  two  liberal  fti>«q 
cowpoaltUtn*.  one  in  v«n«,  and  t*^-  r.*i...-  in 
Iriih  huitruAKP."  —  BoaWKLL.     i^'  .^ 

(May.  I7*J3].  Mr.  Flood*!  will  ba>  li 

at  t>ar,  in  the  Court  of  Esctaequer   i    ■  i    — 

^  Mr.  Warton  wai  elected  ProJe*.*ar  U  i'ti4b 
in  the  precedkos  y«ar.  —  Warton. 

^  Mit*  Jonei  livod  at  Onford,  and  wa»  often  j 
She  wa*  a  *«ry  fngeniou*  poeCeat,  and  piiblifh4 
poemi ;  and,oiD  tbe  whokr,  wai  a  aawt  «eaiC 
and  aniable  woman.  She  waa  atati^r  to 
Jonea.  Chaoler  of  Qirlst  Church  Cathedral 
JohnioD  uaed  to  call  her  the  Ckamirfu. 
often  addroaa  her  in  thla  paaao^e  fVora  "  t)  Pt 

'*  Thee,  Chantrew,  oft  tbe  woodi  asi| 
I  woo,"  Ac. 

She  died  unmarried.^  Warton. 

*  This  lotter  wai  found  by  Mr  futer  Cunt 
paper*  of  Allen,  the  printer,  and  wi«  intend 
rbomai  W'arlon,  though,   perhap*.  from 
oplnlnn.  not  forwarded  to  him.  — Cvokkh. 

'  Thil  letter  ia  dated  June  'iH.  I7M,  and  to 
BoiBwell;  but  thla  mn«t  b^  n  tnl^fultc' ;  far 
written  on  Mr.  I.a  Itj 

tHington  entered    T  :i 

and  iio  doubt  beg^ii!  jf 

we  thall  •««  in  a  »u^rl^|l].  ii>.  n  il.  i  naini    J^,^ 
Laagtou  had  bf^en  already  tume  tlrni^  the  |iu| 
The  true  dale,  therefore,  of  thii  letter,  wiu. 
ar^  and  nut  Jimr.  _  Csuaaa. 


flAib 


Xi.  48, 
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int,  I  think  it  my  part  to  writ« 
!,   J  do  not  only  fftJin  compUi* 
c  t»ijf   tr.iiTi    ititercKt;  for  living  on  in  liie  utd 
Ij.  I  «in  ftry  gU«l  uf  a  corre«pundent  so  capable 
yuurMjif  t      I-  "  ■'■  the  houns.      You   hnvet  at 
II.  Uto  'ies  about  you  to  need  any 

Ip  5t>Tn  tn  ri(ing  your  time. 

■•  I  know  tuH  any  thing  more  pk-iirant,  or  more 
Wocfi'T*'.   ihwn  tf>  rompstrv  experience  with  ei- 
|««iit)'>  ^r   from  time  to  time  the 

H^m,  uui  riiatity.       It  is  by  this 

4jBdl  ui  oK-vi  •>ik<.>>i  ..•'.(  wc  grow  diiily  leM  liable 
ki  btt  dtartpp^nntctl.  Von.  who  arc  very  capable  of 
tifipiiTini;  futunty.  and  rni»iag  phantoms  before 
fwt  oirti  t^r^'^  tniiiit  often  have  imAginerl  to  your* 
vtfan  (ir^'ifmifa?  life,  and  haw  conceived  what 
«iPii|diM  ihc  Tiew^,  andthe  eonvcr!»a- 

IJM,  of  <  letten ;  how   they  would 

!S  how   they  would  direct 
hey  virould    re|;ulate  their 
'lilt  you  ex pected»  Mid  what 
fbunti      At   least  rwrord  it  to  yourtelf* 
nMom   hn*    rttHiincilcd    you  to  the   scenes 
^,rt  -  I  rity  of  your  discoveries  to 

fuj  i'  '>  i'rom  your  m\nd.      It  i»  a 

tala  xw*t-T    1  K'n,  that  whatever  strikes 

mvmgjij^  ab« '  ibed  while  the  ftrst  impres- 

x^m,  rpiTi^tir  ,     !  the  mind. 

>:r,  (o  think  on  you^  and  there- 

ngly  write  more  to  you,  but  that 

Uc  jpNi/»4  w lii   WJt  now  give  me   leave  to  do   more 

IfeiA  «Mi  toy  «<»Tnprtnicnti  to  Mr.  Warton,  and  tell 

ftm^mi  I  •«,  demr  Sii,  most  affectionately,  your 

•vrvaot,  Sam.  Johkson." 


Jklr-  Banjey  liaving  enclosed  to  him  an 
tttnrt  frTim  tin*  review  of  hiA  Dictionary  in 
^kl^  II  ^ra  Samju  ft.  iii.  p.  4»2.]  ftnd 

A  iiit  •  i^om  to  his  bhjikspeare,  which 

.  BuiiMiy  £uid  proctired  in  Norfolk,  he  wrote 

liiliiwio^  answer :  — 


JOHNHON  TO  DURNEY, 

At  Lfnntf  Norfolk. 

•*  Coatlh  Squar««  Dec.  34.  1757. 
ka« — That   I  may    shew  myself  sensible  of 
liivfliir«»  and  not  commit  the  same  fnult    a 
d   timr.    r  mfikc  haste  to   anf^wer  the  letter 
]  umiog.     The  truth  is,  the 

I  ived,  and    I  wrote   an  an- 

t>*ii  ivmg  (lomnis  to  transmit  you  some 
■aNi  rt9«i{it««  I  waited  till  I  could  find  a 
•••••^»irf»«  rfinY<-v.inrt»,  and  djiy  was  paR-ied  afWr 
•vc  it  from  my  thoughts ; 
iicmber  with  great  pleasure 
loKS  CMtzuuv-tiiUiiua  of  my  Dictionary,  Your 
^■■r  v«i  wrirumr.  not  only  bev«u»e  1  believe  it 
«^  «inr««iF.  but  In-cauDe  prntNt;  ha*  l>een  very 
matm^.  A  tnan  <if  your  candour  will  lie  surpriaed 
¥%i^  I  id)  you.  iljat  among  all  rnv  imi.  .int  »nfi. 
^mm  ««r»  only  twos  who unon  the  \< 
Wv^  dA  ruA  tidmtcar  to  deprcM  nu 


ilOTma  Im4  laa»rtad  a  1ttt«ff  to  Mr.  I.«nfctoa, 
.  *m<,  ^  ■  U'll*,  JmH  9,  ntif^  whieK  trnm  lu  tiiei>rTi«l  *rvl« 
I   ^w^  ^avlf  l«<Mtc»  io  I7VJ.  wlMT*  il  wtll  bfl  fouod.^ 


censure  from  the  public,  or  withobjectionn  learned 
from  those  who  hod  learned  them  from  my  own 
preface  Yours  is  the  only  ktter  of  good-wijl  that 
I  have  received  ;  though,  indeed,  I  am  promised 
something  of  that  sort  from  Sweden. 

♦*  How  my  new  edition  [of  Shakspcare]  will  lie 
received  I  know  not ;  tlie  subscription  has  not  been 
very  suoeessfuJ.     I  shall  publish  about  March. 

**  If  you  can  direct  me  how  to  tend  proposals,  I 
should  wi&h  they  were  in  such  hand.s. 

•*  I  remember,  Sir,  in  some  of  the  first  letters 
with  which  you  favoured  me,  you  mentioned  your 
lady.  May  I  inquire  aAer  ber?  In  return  fur  the 
fovours  which  you  have  shewn  inc»  it  is  not  much 
to  tell  you,  that  I  wish  you  and  her  all  that  can 
conduce  to  your  happiness.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

**  Sam.  JoiiirsoH." 

In  1758  we  find  him,  it  should  90cm,  in  aa 
easy  and  pleasant  a  state  of  existence,  as  con- 
atitutionoj  unhappiness  ever  permiit'Cd  him  to 
enjoy.* 

JOHNSON  TO  BURNEY, 
M  Lynntf  Norfolk, 

*'  London,  Mjifch  I.  MN^. 

"  SiA,  —  Your  kindneis  Is  so  grcAt,  and  my  claim 
to  any  particular  regard  from  you  so  little,  that  I 
am  at  a  los*  how  to  expre**  my  sense  of  your 
favours ' ;  but  1  am,  indeett,  much  pleased  to  be 
thus  distinguished  by  you. 

"  I  am  ashamed  to  tell  you  that  my  Shakspeare 
will  not  be  out  so  soon  as  I  promised  my  sul>- 
•icribefs  ;  but  I  did  not  promise  tlieni  mure  tliun  I 
promised  myself.  Il  will,  however,  be  published 
before  summer. 

**  I  have  sent  you  a  bundle  of  propoaals,  which,  J 
think*  do  not  profess  more  tluin  I  have  hitherto  per- 
formed,  I  have  priotwl  many  of  the  plays,  and 
have  hitherto  left  very  few  passages  unexplaiued ; 
where  I  am  quite  at  loss,  I  confeia  my  ignorance, 
which  is  seldom  done  by  commentators. 

♦'  I  have  likewise  enclosed  twidve  receipts ;  not 
that  i  mean  to  impose  upon  you  tbe  trouble  of 
pushing  them  with  more  importunity  than  may 
seem  proper,  but  that  you  mny  rather  hnvc  more 
than  fewer  than  you  shall  wont,  'llic  prupoaalt 
you  will  disfltcminate  as  there  shall  be  an  op|>or- 
tuniiy.  I  once  printed  ihem  nt  lenj;tb  io  the 
Chronicle,  and  «omc  of  my  friends  ( 1  believe  Mr. 
Murphy,  who  formerly  wrote  the  GrayV  Inn  Jour- 
nal) introduced  them  with  a  splendid  encomium. 

"Since  the  Life  of  Brown,  I  have  been  a  little 
engaged,  from  lime  to  lime,  in  the  Liter«iry  Mnga- 
cine,  but  not  very  lately.  1  have  not  the  col  lee- 
tion  by  me,  and  therefore  cannot  draw  out  a 
catalogue  of  my  own  parts,  but  will  do  it.  aud  send 
it.  Do  not  buy  them,  for  I  will  gaihet  all  tlmws 
that  have  anything  of  mine  iti  them,  a:!'  '  m 
to  Mt%.  Bumey,  as  a  small  token  of  l  r 

the  regard  which  she  is  pteanu^'il  to  best..  ■    <, ic. 

"  I  Am,  Sir,  your  nnwt  obliged  and  mo*t  t»unible 
servant,  SaK.  Jon^vsoiw,*^ 


s  Thl*  IrCtrfff  wob  ail  anawfrr 
a  draft  for  tK*  pajnaent  of  tm 
■poare.—  UotwKLL. 


to  nfw,  m  vhtcli  •%»  mK\o9tA 
na  Mll)«cn|tCloos  to  1»U  tihak* 


110 


BOSWELL\S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


Dr.  Burney  hna  kindly  favoured  me  with  the 
fullowiug  m«L'morunduni,  which  I  takti  the 
llU».rly  to  in*<?rt  iu  his  own  genuine  easy  style. 
I  love  to  exhibit  sketches  of  my  illuftrious 
fricud  hy  various  eminent  hanib. 

"Soon  after  this,  l^Ir.  Bumey,  durinj^  a  viBit 
to  the  capital,  had  an  iiit«!rview  with  bim  in 
(Jough  Square,  where  he  dined  and  drank  ten 
with  hira,  and  was  introduced  to  the  uetjuaint- 
ance  of  Mrs.  Williams.  After  dinner,  Mr. 
Johnson  proposed  to  Mr.  Burney  to  go  up  with 
him  intfl  hia  garret,  whieh  being  aecepted,  he 
there  found  about  five  or  six  Greek  folios,  a 
deal  writinj?«desk,  and  a  chair  and  a  half, 
Juhnson,  giving  to  his  guest  the  entire  seat, 
tottcrtid  himself  ou  one  with  only  three  legs 
and  one  anu.  Here  he  gave  Mr.  Journey  Mrs. 
WllliainA's  history,  and  showed  him  some  vo- 
lumes of  Shakgpeare  already  printed,  to  prove 
that  he  waa  in  earnest.  Upon  Mr.  Burney's 
opening  the  first  volume,  at  the  Merchant  of 
\  enice,  he  observed  to  him  that  he  seemed  to 
be  more  severe  on  ^Varburton  tlian  Theobald. 
*  0  poor  Tib !  (said  Johnson)  he  was  ready 
knocked  down  to  mv  hauds ;  Wai-burton  stands 
between  rae  and  hmi.'^*'But.|  Sir,  (said  Mr. 
Burney)  youUl  have  Warburton  upon  your 
bonea,  won't  you  ?  '  *  No,  Sir;  he'll  not  come 
out :  he*ll  omy  gi'owl  in  his  den.*  —  *  But  you 
think.  Sir,  that  Warburton  is  a  superior  critic 
to  Theobald  ? '  —  *  O,  Sir,  he'd  make  two- 
ond-iifty  Theobalds,  cut  into  sliceal  The 
worst  of  Warburton  is,  that  he  has  a  rage  for 
sjiying  something,  when  therc'e  nothing  to  be 
said.*  —  Mr.  Bunicy  then  asked  him  whether 
he  hjid  seen  the  letter  which  Warburton  hud 
written  in  answer  to  a  pamphlet,  addressed 
*To  the  mo5t  impudeot  man  alive.*  He  an- 
swered in  tbe  negative.  Mr.  Burney  told 
huu  it  wm  supposed  to  be  written  by  Rlallet. 
The  controversy  now  rjiged  between  the 
friends  of  Pone  and  Bolingbroke ;  and  ^Var- 
burton  and  Mallet  were  the  leaders  of  the 
several  parties.  Mr.  Burney  aaked  him  then 
if  he  had  Hoen  War  burton's  book  against 
Bolingbrokc's  IMiilosophy  ?  — *  *No,  Sir;  I 
have  never  read  Bulingbroke's  impiety,  and 
therefore  am  not  interested  about  its  con- 
futation/ " 


J  or  thli  iiorlod  of  bit  life.  Bdwklnt  »ti,  "  The  prufita  u- 

rriiluu    I'luin    Ibf    t.Ai-   of   rl.is    nai.i-f     jiii.!    Oii^    tul'x  r  Ii>(iijMii 


CHAPTER  Xril. 

1758—1759. 

"  Hm  Idler.'* —  lMter»  to  IVaHonam 
Joktu0§i'$  Mothfr.  —  LettttM  tv  ktr^ 
Porter,  —  Htr  DmtL  —  •*  HatHl 
lanit$.  —  Excuraitm  to  Oxfitrd,  —J 

—  rr/AM.  —  SmcJhti.  —  }t/r*.  Mm 

Oglt.  —  Myine  the  Architect, 

Om  the  fifteenth  of  April  he  Ik 
periodical  paper,  entitled  "  Tl 
which  came  out  every  Saturday 
newspaoer,  called  "  The  Univerai 
or  WeeJtly  Gazette,"  j^mblished  b 
These  esisays  were  continued  till  A 
Of  one  hundred  and  three,  their  t^ 
twelve  were  contributed  by  hia 
which,  Nos.  33.  93.  and  96.  wert 
Mr.  Thomas  Warton;  No.  <37»by  1 
and  Nos.  76.  79.  and  82.  by  Str  J 
nolds ;  the  concluding  words  of 
''^and  pollute  his  canvas  with  dfl 
being  mlded  by  Johnson,  as  Sir 
formed  me." 

The  Idler  is  evidently  the  worl 
mind  which  produced  the  Ramti 
lel^s  body  and  more  spirit.  It  hai  I 
of  real  life,  and  greater  facility  ( 
He  describes  the  miseries  of  idlenf 
lively  sensaticms  of  one  w^bo  has  fe| 
in  his  private  memorandums  whilo 
it,  we  find,  "  This  year  I  hope  U 
gence."  [Pr.  and  Med.^  p.  30,' 
these  excellent  essays  were  writtc 
as  an  ordinary  letter.  Mr,  L&na 
here  Johnson,  when  on  a  visit  to  v 
ing  him  one  evening  how  long  it 
|xi8t  went  out ;  and  on  being  toU 
an  hour,  he  uxelaimwl,  **  then  wc  « 
well."'  He  upon  this  instantly  8«| 
finished  an  Idler,  which  it  wasneG^ 
be  in  London  the  next  day.  li 
having  signified  a  wish  to  read  It, 
he)  you  shall  not  do  more  than  | 
my&elf.'*     He  then  folded  it  up  a 

Yet  there  are  in  tlie  Idler  sci 
which  s^how  as  much  profundity 
an<l  hi  hour  of  language,  as  any 
man's  writings.  No.  14.  "Kobbol 
No.  24.  "Thinking;"  No.  41. 
friend  ; "  No.  43,  ''  Flight  of  time 
**  Domestic  greatness  unattaiuabld 
«*  Sclf-dcniaf ; "  No.  58.  "  Actual, 


knew  to  tm  alill 


vcrial  ChToiiitle,    Ac,  —  Malonb. 


•   No.  89.  "Physical  evil 

his  euncludjng  paper   on 

lust/''  will  jirove  tJiis  aa- 

'  wliT  a  motto,  the  usual 

;tl  [lanere,  is  prefix  (?<1  to 

14,  u%  I  imve  heart!  John- 

-  f«^Tn  :  and  he  never  could 

I       fi»euii»ry  Ijfin^  stored 

,  .  oi"  t],c  cla^ica.     In 

<  Uibit£  admirable  in- 

,  tif  wbioh  liv  had  an 

u  Bhore.     Nov  on  some  oceuslous  has 

siBer!  that  pnvrtT  of  sophistry  whii:h  he 

%\  dep-L'i'.      In  No.  11. 

I'uiitempl  the  opinion 

niai  !lI(  111  hi  ^  depend,  in  Bomc  de- 

tbc  wtalher ;    an  opinion,    which 

f         '  -red  it-a  truth  are 

lie  himself  could 

bu      ,,...,,  ^.  ...^   ^.IccLs  of  weather 

ni  wen'  very  vi&iblc.     Yet  thus  he  de- 

Iy,  nntbing  ti  more  rcproacliful  to  a  being' 

r.  A'j.i,.  iUau  to  rtiKign  its  pciwer«  lo 

ir,  «od  live  in  d<»pendcnce  on 

v*md  for  the  only  Uk-ssing? 

Uib»  put  Into  our  poorer,  tranquillity 

ioB..      Tlus  distinction  of  scflsons  is 

11  :  on  luxury. 

:»ntl    every 

r^|ir'  ..lie  Ui^i  sholl  rc- 

\Jty  ri  ,   nr  exert  Ins  vtrlues, 

wtatt  iperinf  lo  the  seasons; 

lit  iluluiKc  the  inoming  mist  »nd  the 
p,  the  bl«sti  of  the  east,  and  tlie  clouds 
»io«iiit.'* 

that  whore  the  frame 

w  a  fine  sensibi- 

wr  are  irresistible. 

bid    d^.'fiance  to  the 

r,  and  all  other  bodily  disonlers. 

of  tlw  mind  is  false  elevation. 

I  iSvnk  Ui«  Kmnana  e«U  it  Stoicism,'^ 

in  thip  nuniWr  of  his  Idler  his  spirits 
run  riot  * ;  for  in  the  wantonnejis  of 
ion  he  forj^ctj*,  for  a  mouicnt,  even 
ffir  that  which  he  helrl  in  high 
d<»i^Tibef(  **the  attemiant  oo  a 
ime  **  whose  business  w  to  watch 
Iff  a  Uriti;;,  weak  and  fooliflh  aa  htm- 

■      !  ■  of  rhetorical  gesture 
t«8t  of  truth  ;  yet  we 
u»  ip  uiinnnu;:  hiiw  vvpll  »t  i*i  aduplod 
the  efljx't  which  ho  wished  :  — 

0»  judgo  of  our  Uw«.  nor  the  reprv- 
pcople,  wouhi  Ifc  miieU  atlVcted 


>  of  IJb*  Uals  InAiunra  of  tlu  wwOiflT,  hmi' 

^  . .,,.  .,.  ,t  ....1..1....    t.^nftea  rvpc4t«tl 

•  •  lit    inlinkoik'i 

f  ■  1.     fJflorRP  H. 

%<ev  wnr*.  |*.  it-.  *aA  potty  Aprti  6.  177&  — 


by  laboured  gesttcutationv  or  bettevc  nny  man  tho 
more  Lec«Uke  be  rolled  his  eyes,  or  puffed  |ii« 
cheeks,  or  spread  ntiroad  his  anns,  or  stumped  the 
ground,  or  thuiiipeil  his  breast ;  or  turned  his  cyea 
souieiimea  tu  the  ceiling,  and  sooictimes  io  the 
floor," 

A  caaual  coincidence  witli  other  writers,  or 
an  ndoption  of  a  sentiment  or  imti^'e  which  has 
been  found  in  the  writings  of  another,  and  al* 
terwardfl  apjmars  in  the  mind  aa  one^a  own,  ia 
not  unfrequent^  The  richness  of  Johnson's 
fancy,  which  could  supply  hia  page  abundantly 
on  all  occasions,  and  tlie  strength  of  ht^  me- 
mory, which  at  once  detected  tlie  real  owner 
of  any  thoujrht,  made  him  less  liable  to  the 
imputation  of  jdai^^iarisra  than,  perhaps,  any  of 
our  writers.  In  the  Idler,  however,  there  \s  a 
paper,  in  which  conversation  is  assimilated  to 
a  bowl  of  punch,  where  there  is  the  same  train 
of  comparison  as  in  a  poem  by  Blacklock,  in 
his  collection  published  in  1756;  in  wluch  a 

f parallel  is  ingeniously  drawn  between  huniim 
ife  and  that  liquor.    It  ends, — 

"  Say,  then,  physicians  of  each  kind. 
Who  cure  the  Ixidy  or  the  mind. 
What  harm  in  drinking  can  there  be, 
Since  punch  and  life  so  well  agree?" 

To  the  LUer  ^  when  collected  in  vobiuu"*, 
he  added,  beside  the  Essay  on  Epitaplus  and 
the  Dissertation  on  ihoj»e  of  Pojkv  an  Kasay 
on  the  Bravery  of  the  Engb'sh  common  Sol- 
diers. He,  however,  omitted  one  of  the  oriui- 
nal  pajxira,  which  in  the  folio  copy  ia  No.  22.* 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON, 

"[LqodoDj  Aprlt  14.  I7M. 

**  Dear  Sia, —  Your  notes  upon  my  puct  were 
▼ery  acceptable.  1  beg  that  you  will  be  m  kind  as 
to  continue  your  learches.  It  will  be  reputable  to  my 
work,  and  suitable  tu  your  professorship,  to  have 
Mimcthing  of  yourv  in  the  notes.  As  you  have 
gtveu  no  directions  about  your  nnme,  I  fthall  there* 
fore  put  it,  I  wL»h  your  brother  would  take  tho 
«ame  trouble.  A  commentary  mu»l  ariiM*  from  the 
fortuitouji  discoveries  of  many  men  in  devious  walks 
uf  literature.  .Some  of  your  remarku  nte  on  pUy.i 
already  printed  :  but  I  purpose  to  add  an  Appendix 
of  Notes,  so  that  nothing  comes  too  late. 

**  Y'ou  give  yourself  too  much  uneaMness,  dear 
8ir,  about  the  lots  of  the  papers.*  The  loas  ii 
nothing,  if  nobody  has  found  them  ;  nor  even  then, 
perhaps,  if  the  numben  he  known.  You  arc  not 
the  uidy  friend  that  haa  Imd  the  !iainc  mi^'hance. 
Vou  may  rt-puir  your  want  out  uf  b  slock,  which  ii 
deposited  wtlh  >Ir.  Alien,  of  Magdalen  Hall;  or 
out  of  n  parcel  which  1  have  just  setit  to  Mr. 
rhambeTK,  for  the  u^e  of  any  body  that  will  he  so 
kind  as  to  wont  them.  Mr.  Langtoni  are  well . 
Knd  Miss  l(obert»>  whom  I  hnve  at  laU  brought  to 


>  prior  (t(ft  of  QatdMrnitk,  \,  34!l  )  drnlri  that  tbU  puprr 

,^,t.  ..,n.,.i  I.,  ii ,u  F-.UiloM»ur  the  IdliT,  and  iMpp(W«i«  \i 

tu  '  '■'■^\  but  tt  ft  evldpritljr  JuUtiMiti  ■  tlile. 

^  ^      .    fmind  in  SborkdaU'^t  lUTvptOTnenlitl 

voluiiK  ui  Juhuiuu  i  .Mucvlliini«mu  F(wc«^  —  II«»w«iu. 
*  HrccipU  fur  SltdL«]>fare.— ^  WiitTtM. 


^jH^glH 


«ipe«k,  upon  the  information  which  you   gave  rae, 
that  she  hud  somethiog  to  say.     1  mn,  &e.. 

*'Sax,  Johnson/' 

JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

"LoodoD.  JuH*  1.  I7SS. 

*♦  Dka»  Si*.  —  You  will  receive  tliis  by  Mf. 
BArctti,  a  gentleman  particuUrly  entitled  to  the 
notict*  and  kindness  of  the  professor  of  poesy.  He 
has  time  but  for  a  short  stay«  and  wiJl  be  glad  to 
hflvc  iit  filled  up  with  as  much  »  he  can  hear 
and  see. 

•*  In  reoornniending  another  to  your  favour,  I 
ought  not  to  omit  thanks  for  the  kindness  which 
you  have  shown  to  myi^elf.  Have  you  any  more 
uotet  on  Shokspcarc?     I  sha]l  be  gl»d  of  them. 

14  J  g^  your  pupil  sometimes '  ;  hL-^  mind  is  ai 
exalted  oa  his  stature.  I  am  half  afraid  of  him  ; 
but  he  is  no  Jess  nminblc  than  fonnidable.  He 
will,  if  the  forwardness  of  hi^  spring  be  not  blasted, 
be  a  credit  to  you,  and  to  the  University,  He 
brings  some  of  tny  plays*  with  him,  which  he  has 
my  permission  to  show  yoo,  on  condition  you  will 
hide  them  from  every  body  else.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  &c„  Sam.  JoMKsoK." 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 

"Sep.  31.  I7»- 
"  Dexa  SiRt  —  I  should  be  Korry  to  think  that 
what  engrosses  the  attention  of  my  friendi,  should 
have  no  part  of  mine.  Your  mind  is  now  full  of  the 
fate  of  Dury  ' ;  but  his  fate  is  past,  and  nothing  re- 
mains but  to  try  what  reflection  will  suggest  to 
mitigate  the  terrors  of  a  violent  death,  which  is 
more  formidable  at  the  first  glance,  than  on  a  nearer 
and  more  steady  view-  A  violent  death  is  never 
very  painful ;  the  only  danger  is*  lest  it  fihould  be 
unprovided.  But  if  a  man  can  be  supposed  to 
make  no  provision  for  death  in  war,  what  can  be 
ibe  state  that  would  hav(»  awakened  him  to  the 
care  of  futurity?  When  would  that  man  have 
prepared  himself  to  die,  who  went  to  seek  death 
williaut  preparation  ?  What  then  can  be  the 
reacsun  why  we  lament  more  him  that  dies  of  a 
wouudt  than  him  that  dies  of  a  fever?  A  man  that 
Isngtmhes  with  di^tcase.  ends  his  life  with  more 
pain,  but  with  le^s  virtue  :  he  leaves  no  example  to 
his  friends,  nor  bin|ueaths  any  honour  to  his  de^ 
icendants.  The  only  reason  why  we  lament  a 
soldier**  death,  Iv  that  vq  think  be  might  have 
lived  longer ;  yet  this  cause  of  grief  is  common  to 
many  other  kinds  of  death,  which  are  not  so 
pasiciunately  bewailed.  The  truth  i&,  that  every 
death  ts  violent  which  is  the  effect  of  accident  ; 
every  death  which  is  not  gratlually  brought  on  by 
the  mitcricft  of  age,  or  when  life  is  ctttnguLshcd  for 
any  other  reason  than  that  it  is  burnt  out.  He  that 


I  Mr,  T^njrtoa.  — Wamtow. 


Oiwr  St.  Cu,  In   (ii 


./  ,»,,  =»-^V»peare,  which  Dr. 
t    by  •uLnctiptlon. 

I..*  rir*t  Urfflnomt 
(It  aLK-harfE*"  of  bU  duty, 
unforlunjil^  t-xp«dUlan 


.  I,  (lond 
fjifo  Arm    it-t'iniK  :  — •■  rrcm  niv   ciiii.iin.Hf.j   i..  irr-  p 
hfidr,  I  havodMpljr  and  tloearrlr  rcitrritfNl  my  liitisr, 
Me  was  somewbal  protuuj[«d.  and  wbom  1  remember  to  tiava 


dies  Ijcfore  sixty,  of  a  eotd  or  consuq 
reality,  by  a  violent  deatJ] ;  yet  his  ( 
wiih  patience,  only  because  the  cai] 
timely  end  is  silent  and  invisible.  1 
vonr  to  sec  tliiiigi  as  they  are,  and 
whether  we  ought  to  complain,  Vi 
life  as  it  is,  will  give  us  much  cnnsoi 
ni>t ;  but  the  consolation  which  i^ 
truth,  if  any  there  Ixn  is  solid  and  ( 
which  may  be  derived  from  error,  mil 
original,  fallacious  and  fugitive.  1  I 
Sir,  your  most  humble  servant,       SaJ 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGt 
At 


*Jm% 


"  Drarest  Sia, —  I  must  have  mdi 
fast,  not  i«i  have  been  awakened  bj 
None  of  your  suspicions  are  true ;  ll 
richer  than  when  you  lefl  me ;  and  m 
my  omission  of  an  answer  to  your  V 
prove  that  I  am  not  much  wiser,  B^ 
I  formerly  did,  designing  to  be  some  i 
both  rich  and  wise;  and  yet  cultivate | 
nor  fortune.  Do  you  take  notice  of  j 
and  learn  the  danger  of  delay,  Whe4 
are  now,  towering  in  [the]  confidend 
one,  little  did  I  suspect  that  1  should! 
uine,  what  I  now  anu  I 

*'  But  you  do  not  seem  to  need  mjj 
You  are  busy  in  ac4]uiring  and  in  cti| 
knowledge,  and  while  you  are  studyit 
end  of  study,  by  making  utiieni  wiser  J 
I  was  much  pleased  with  the  tale  tbu 
of  being  tutor  to  your  sisters.  I,  l 
sisters  nor  brothers,  look  with  aome  j 
nocent  envy  on  those  who  may  be  sal 
to  friends ';  and  cannot  see^  without] 
rarely  that  native  union  is  afterwards  1 
sometimes,  indeed,  happens^  that  torael 
cause  of  discord  may  oTeriio«'«T  *h^  ofl 
but  it  seems  to  me  more  i  i 

with  levity,  or  lost  by  neg  u 

by  injury  or  violence.  Wr  ii  u  im.- 
wive^i  make  good  btisbands  ;  I  betiew 
certain  piK^iiion  that  good  brotheri; 
sisters. 

**  1  am  satisfied  with  your  stay  flitllOl 
with  his  friend's  retirement  to  Cuma 
your  absence  is  best*  though  it  he  not 


Qui  I 

Lai  I. 


vetcrti  ooafttsua  tn 
lit  quod  »w4*m  Aim 
lUDi  ciretQ  doaarv 


**  Langton  is  a  good  CuiniBii  but ' 
Sibylla  ?  Mrs.  Langton  is  as  wioe  1 
as  good ;  and  vill  live,  if  tny  wt«ti«| 
life,  till  she  shall  in  time  be  as  old.    & 


MH-n  an  aoilat>l«  infant.  Th«  relation  of  *  I 
partkularly  if  ihp*  ''"  "  ■'  ™-rrT,  •npesf*  I 
•Innilar  nstur««     I  r  nnd  tended 

a  lemato  much  ni^  '.  ufe ;  an  a 

•oft«o#d  bjr  the  MM  r .  .  r  the  f%,  bA 

mlxturit  of  t.MifUAl  dt-Aies  —  the  *i)lc  tpvclrs 
thst  c«.a  he  ludttlgMl  with  truth,  and  *lthuut  ( 
p.  afi,  —  Ckaars. 
**"  GriercKi  though  T  am  to  sf^  ' 

Wha  Iodic  hs*  sharfd,  anil  t 

Y«l  <  when  I  cad  my  bettor 

I  iirakac  hi>  i>urpotc  ;  to  rrtlro  troni  11^ 

Ami  yiv«;  on  C'uto»'»  solitary  coast. 

The  iiiibyl  —  oDfl  luhabilaot  tu  boasl  1  ** 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON, 


113 


tlkK  that  iibe  b«s  not  stuittered  her  precepts  in 
Bt  leakt  mit  thine  which   she  bestowed 

^  Tbv  tvQ  Walton*  jtnt  looked  into  the  town, 
taikta  to  «ce  Cleoo««  wb^e,  David 
bk]  sif ••  thej  trcre  ttftrved  for  want  of  cotn- 
By  lo  itcvp  ibcm  wum.  David  and  Dodd;  ^ 
W  had  a  new  t|uarrd,  and,  1  think,  caniiot  con- 
itlf  quarrvl  any  more.  •  Cleonc '  was  well 
by  alt  tlw  characierft,  but  B«ILaixiy '  left  no- 
lo b»  de«ir«<i  I  went  the  first  nij^ht,  and 
'      '  "        '     light;  for  Doddjr,  you 

«  ould  not  de^rt  him. 
^-  „_,,  ...j,  wc  ..^vrvtfd.  Doddy,  after  the 
ovrt,  went  every  night  to  the  itage- 
U^  Sid  criod  at  the  dLstrt:;s&  of  poor  Cleone, 
**  I  faavr  Wft  olf  houftckeepiogi  and  therefore 
at*  of  the  f^me  which  you  were  pleased 
mo.  The  pheaiatit  I  gave  to  Mr  Richard- 
m  *«  A»  bustard  to  Dr.  Lawrence,  and  the  pot  I 
with  Mia«  Willmui^,  to  be  eaten  by  my^lf 
titat  her  cutnplinients  and  good  wtjhea 
■y  bs  Meri?t«<d  by  the  family  ;  and  I  make  the 
■k  f«i||ieft  lor  myiielf. 

•Mr  Eernotdi  has  within  these  few  days  raised 
ipt-  ity  gulneai  a  headland  Miss*  is 

it&  lo  miniatures.     I  know  not  any 

«(iu«e  proKpertty  has  increased  since 


TuiTSi.: 


la  to  have   hia    *  Orphan    of  China* 

iMOnib  i  and    ia   therefore,  I    supponie, 

virfi  I  could  tell  yoti  of  any  great  good 

I  waa  approaching,  but  at  prqtent  my  pros- 

oot  much   delight  me ;  however,    I  am 

when  I  tijid  that   you,  dear  Sir,  re» 

afluctioiiate,  huintde  servant, 

*'  Sam.   Johnson.** 

in  tlie  m^^tb  of  JiEOunry,  his  mo- 

tlL>  of  ninety^  an  event 

?  all  I  ,  not  that  "hi$  mtud 

jut'    '  i  V  the  CTOotemplation 

Ml  tur  her  -  •  1  bv  years,  as  iodeeil 

all  t  leefings  even  io  the 

Mtf  period  of  ;...  —     I  bav«  been  told,  that 
W||Hittg<l  Qiuch  hia  not  liaviag  goae  to  vinii 


m.  Di^irf.  Ite  tmlbm  vi  Cleone.  Ant  p%ed  ted  D«c. 


TW  mmO-kmmn  IUm  Oaorfc  Ann  Brllamf.  who  pisyed 

—  QSOUSL 


his  motlier,  for  aeveral  jexn  previous  to  her 
death.  But  he  was  constaiitlj  engaged  iu  lite- 
rary labours  which  confined  him  to  London; 
and  though  he  had  not  the  comfort  of  aeeing 
his  aged  parent,  he  contributed  liberally  to  her 
support. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  JOHNSON, 
In  Litkjitid.'' 

•'  mh  Jsn.  IT58.» 

*♦  HoM0t7a«m  Maham, —  The  account  which  Miss 
[Porter]  gtvea  me  of  your  health  pierces  my  heart. 
God  comfort  itnd  preserve  ycm  and  save  you,  for 
the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ 

"  I  would  have  Miss  read  to  you  from  time  lo 
time  the  Passion  of  our  Saviour,  and  sometimes 
the  sentences  in  the  Communion  Service^  begLniiing 
Ome  unttt  ifur,  idljft  that  tramiU  and  are  heaoy  kuhm, 
and  I  wiU  ffire  you  rttt. 

**  I  have  just  now  read  a  physical  book,  whieh 
inclines  me  to  think  that  a  strong  infusion  af  the 
bark  would  do  you  good.  D^,  dear  mother, 
try  it. 

"  Praj»  aend  me  your  blessing,  and  forgive  all 
that  I  have  done  amiss  to  you.  And  whatever  you 
would  have  done-,  and  what  debts  you  would  haw 
paid  fir»t,  or  any  thing  else  that  you  would  directs 
let  Miiis  [Porter]  put  it  down;  I  shall  erulcavuur 
to  obey  you. 

"  Jl  have  got  twelve  guineas*  to  send  you,  hut 
unhappily  am  at  a  lo&s  how  to  <»end  it  to-night.  If 
I  cannot  aend  it  to>night,  it  wUl  come  by  the  next 
po«t. 

*'  Pray,  do  not  omit  any  thing  mentioned  in  this 
letter.  God  bles*  you  for  ever  and  ever,  — I  am 
your  dutiful  son,  Sam.  Jo^insoh." 

--  Mahme. 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 
At  Mr»»  John$Qn*$,  in  LichJttU. 

"  ItSth  Jan.  nas, 
"  Mt  deak  Misii,  — I  think  myself  ubligt^d  to  yon 
bcyonil  all  expression  uf  gratitude  for  your  care  of 
my  dear  mother       God  grant  it  may  titit  be  with- 
out success.     Tell  Kitty  ^' that  I  shall  never  forget 


bridge Wi:lli  In  t74i«(dn<r,  ^  &8.K  Oxrurd  la  113^  «#>■<*.  p.  ia.1. 
Wi;   iliaU  *f**  prtfiriitljt  that  Julniton  Ftlt  rvinwrnc  nn  inn 


oeK' 


ilcatton  of  the  third  pdUhMt  nf  Uil*  wtirk. 
Mt, 


ti»f.  I 

Mnlonr,  In  «>- 

jibjy    lo   til  cd 

hjF  Ihe    ftUlh.ir  ;     I    ♦..    MFiinkH    r^uk,  ,     4i«     j,ii...i..»,   .    (.irtj 

and  l«ndernL"*»  of  Ijrurt,  Uijt  pv«'rj  rt'.t.t<>r  mu«  l»  grrittliajl 
bf  Itiflr  InfprtJon-  —  MALunt.     I  hjivc  tuldwi  xmie  fitt)PT».  -^ 


I,  for        »  i5l«  of  ihe*r 


(|»pe4Wi    to    h«V« 

-  tUwiiini't  Krr 

.rr>hnidii*«  tni.ld-»p>riAn|    Stiv 

■■■'•"-     -     '     '    ,    n.t 


jpmrt  old."  —  MAtOKA. 


h«r  tenderness  for  her  mistress.    WbnteTcr  you  can 
do,  continue  to  do.     My  heart  is  very  full. 

••  I  hope  you  received  twtrUe  guineas  on  Mon- 
day. I  fofind  a  vray  of  sanding  them  by  means  of 
the  postmaster*  after  I  hod  written  my  letter^  anii 
hope  they  came  safe.  I  will  iend  you  mure  in  « 
feir  days.  God  blets  you  all.  I  am,  my  de«r, 
your  mcnt  obliged  nnd  motit  humble  servont, 

"  Sam.  JouitsoK. 

**  Over  tbe  leaT  is  a  letter  to  my  motlier/' 

"  IttJ)  Ju.  I7«». 

**  Dkah  ho noukeo  Mother, —  Your  weakneu 
afiliett  ma  bvvond  whut  I  sm  willing  to  commu- 
jiicate  to  you.  I  do  not  think  you  unlit  to  face 
death,  but  I  knovr  not  hotv  to  bear  the  thought  of 
losing  you.  Endeavour  to  do  all  you  [can]  for 
youn«lC.      Eol  as  much  as  you  can. 

"1  pray  ofien  for  you;  do  you  pray  for  me.  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  my  last  letter.  I  am,  dear, 
dear  mother,  your  dutiful  son, 

—  Mahne^  **  Sam.   Johksom.*^ 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  JOHNSON. 

"JftthJwi.  17W. 

•*  Dkak  HOTtouaeti  MoTHEa,  —  I  fear  you  arc  too 
ill  for  long  letters ;  therefore  I  will  only  tctl  you, 
yoi)  have  from  me  all  the  regard  that  can  pousibly 
subsist  tn  the  heart,  I  pray  God  lu  bless  you  fur 
evermore,  for  Jesiw  Christ's  sake.      Amen. 

•*  Let  MiM  write  to  me  every  post,  however 
abort. 

**  I  am,  dear  mother,  your  dutiful  son, 

—  Malitne,  "Sam.   Johnsok,"* 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER, 

'■aoth  Jan,  1750. 
"  DaA*  Miss, —  I  will,  if  it  be  posMble,  come 
duun  to  you.  God  grant  I  may  yet  [find]  my 
dear  mother  breathing  and  sensible.  Do  not  lell 
ht?r  K'Kt  I  disappoint  her.  If  I  miss  to  write  nt'il 
post,  r  am  on  the  ro.id.  I  am,  ray  dearest  Miss, 
your  moi»t  humble  servant,         Sam.   Johvsoh." 

On  the  aihfr  tide. 

•'90|h  J*o.  17fi9 
''Dkar  HONoiraBD  Mother', —  Neither  your 
condition  nor  your  character  make  il  fit  for  me  to 
nay  much.  You  have  bttfw  the  best  mother,  and  I 
believe  the  betit  woman  in  the  world.  J  thank  you 
fur  yomr  indulgence  to  me«  ond  iK'g  forgiveness  of 
aU  that  1  havL'done  ill.  and  nil  that  I  have  omitted 
to  do  wdl.'  God  ijrant  you  his  llt>ly  Spirit,  und 
rcccivtt  jrgjA   to   t-vcrlaating   happiness    for    Jesufi 


1  Ti.: 


'I'.'-n  on  ttie  MMMMid  leaf  of  tbe  pre- 

Pnrt^r.  —  MMuamt. 

\\  he  compoaed  on  thli  ocouloo : 

I  ahcr.  In  wfaoM  hmndi  are  Hfl?  iiad 

.  •  tarrov  which  t  now  fr*\.    For- 

.l^me  umkhuthi  to  tmy  moikrr,  ami 

...   .  do  kiHiitjf,  Mak*  roe  to  m-ioeiobcr 

id  ^ood  «>xiunpl<^,  and  Co  rvform  my  life 

w<>r«lt"  &c^  —  Frajfert  and  Mtdiiaiiant, 


Mn 


nl.ri. 


probably  died  on  tJie  30th  or  »tPl  January, 
and   •*•  hitrlc^l    ou   tho   d*y  chit    letter    wai   wrftt«n. — 

M  ALONE. 

*  Mr    *'       '  ••  I  Ljuplf  fthe  pHc*-  of 

Ritki)  hilt  did  out  arrive  in 

lUn«'   I  hcjm  he  ioT«l.     He 


Chriyt's  sake.     Amen.     Lord  Jesi| 

spirit.     Amen.—  I  am,  dear,  dear; 

dutiful  son,  Saa^ 

—  Mahne* 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  POj 

**  You  will  conceive  my  sorrow  for 
mother,  of  the  best  mother.  If  »h< 
again,  surely  I  should  behave  bett«i 
she  is  happy,  and  what  is  past  is 
and  for  me,  since  I  cannot  repair  ro]f 
1  hope  repentance  will  efface  them.  | 
and  all  thoifie  that  have  been  good  II 
ceres t  thanks,  and  pray  God  to  tvpni 
itiliniLe  advantage.  Write  to  me,  aq 
dear  child.  I  shall  be  glad  likewisi 
write  to  me;  I  shall  send  a  bill  of  I 
in  a  few  days  which  I  thought  to  h^ 
my  mother ;  but  God  suffered  it  no^ 
power  or  composure  to  say  much  mo^ 
you,  ond  bless  us  all.  I  am,  dear  f^ 
tionate  humble  servant^  SamJ 

—  Maloue.  i 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  P 


1i 


(  Tht  beginning  u  torn  tmd 


*'  You  will  forgive  me  if  I  am  not  y^ 
as  to  give  any  directions  about  any  t| 
are  wiser  and  better  than  I,  and  I  al 
with  atl  that  you  shall  do.  It  U  oof 
me  now  to  come  down  * ;  nor  can  I  | 
If  you  want  any  directions,  Mr.  Hoi 
vise  you.  The  twenty  pounds  I  coi 
bill  for  to>nigbt,  but  will  send  it  onj 
am,  my  dear,  your  aflfectionnte  servd 
—  Feanon  MSS,  «  Sale 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  Poj 

4 
*' Dear  Mus, —  I  have  no  rea4 
writing,  but  that  it  makes  my  heart! 
had  nothing  particular  to  say  whichl 
delayed  to  the  next  pust ;  hut  had  | 
cefiBing  to  corresjwnd  with  my  dear  | 
person  now  left  in  the  world  with  ^ 
myielf  connected.  There  needed 
noolher'a  desire,  for  every  heart  mualj 
body,  and  I  have  nobody  but  you ;  h 
nil  my  little  affairs  with  too  miteb) 
desire  you  to  keep  receipts,  as  you  | 
powedL  j 


randiinii,  was  on  the  SSd  of  Jaaoary,  I7B9.**! 
a\l  th«k«  leui^ri.  that  he  did  not  |4«rci»nall 
occaaiofv  Ntid  tlie  memorattdum  aientlou>«| 
ft'rr*Ml  to  tho  dat*  or  expfnieji  f''  •^■'  »"""« 
own  prrMTiee.  RaucIaK  wai  i 
may  b«  i^rrtumcd,  njid,  ttll  twi>  i 

-  Mr.  Hijward  w«  aprnct.jr  i_  J 

ami  resided  In  th*  C'lof*.  —  CkutikH,.  . 

•  "  No.  41.  of  tbp  Idter,"  Myt  lUwkini." 
the  character  of  a  letter  «o  tin-  iiutlitr,  mm  { 
*on  biinirir  on  hti  moih  « 

deh'rilw  ai  truly  at  pav  n 

ration  of  frtfod*  and  rt'Lv.  

1dl«r*,  which  now  bear  tin  iiMea  c>r  uie  k 
ary.  are  ou  trivial  lubjccu,  a 
plusMQtry.  —  CaoKsa. 
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•"  ifvoa  Mid  Kitty  wUl  keep  the  hoiwse,  I  tbink 
tflie  it  1>«*U      Kitty  may  carry  on  the  trade 
btnKiC  k«cpmg  hvr  otrn  stock  apart,  and  Uying 
may  tnnnoy  tliat   she  receive*    for  miy  of  the 
•»^-         '  *  hns  left  behind  her. 

S'i  .    f6llo«'c(i,  any  need 

.-,..»i  i.rv  ,"•-.•»-.       w^r  ruull»er*»  dchts  dear 
1  iUffpoae  J  temy  pay  with  little  diDiculty; 
tb«  Ultle  trade  may  go  aUently  forward.     1 
Ktiiy  «ttn  do  nothing  hetiet ;  and  I  shall  not 
to  put  bcf  out  of  a  faou»e,  whifrc  she  has  lived 
long,  vnt)  with  an  much  virtue,    1  am  very  sorry 
lAli^  «4  ill,  and  earnestly  hope  that  she  will  soon 
HPumi  :    '-  *  *  ■  *  t-     1-  'hut  I  have  ihe  highest  value 
iir  hm  y  tblog  for  her  advantage. 

Lm  bcT  '  !  upcMsl.      I  do  not  se«  any 

lildDcr  Ukcikmd  l»y  which  die  may  pass  the  remain- 
n^  ^tft  of  H(»r  Mfe  in  quietneas  ajnd  competence. 

•  Vou  M*  what  part  of  the  boow  you 

■I—*,  '  ire  inclined  to  stay  in  it ;  but  I 

Mlar  u«ik:u  .TikU  the  hope  that  you  and  I  •hall 
mmm  tiam  paaa  our  fUy«  together.  I  am  very 
•diianr  mmI  eomfortless.  but  will  not  invite  you  to 
mmut  mAvt  till  T  can  htve  hope  of  making  you 
hf9  hc>»  ao  ••  not  to  dUike  your  situation.  Pray, 
mj  Mijpag,  writ*  to  me  as  oiU'n  as  you  cann.  I 
i^  A«tf  Madun,  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 
^fkawwtmMSS.  "  Sam.  JouxsoM." 


JOUNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

**  lit  MATcb,  I769[9]. 
^—  I  thought   your  last  letter 
d  did  not  require  or  cipeet  such 
of  little  tliingi  as  you  have  sent  me. 
haw  taken  yuur  word  for  a  matter  of  much 
?alue~      1   arn   glad  that  Kitty  h  better ; 
be    piud    ftr^t.   aa  my  dear,   dear  mother 
•nJ  then  let  me  know  at  onec  the  sum 
%a  diaclurgc  her  other  dcbUh  and  I  will 
fwt  w«fy  aoon. 

I  lKg«  Ay  dear«  that  you  would  aet  for  me 
D  luM  ftcruple,  for  I  can  repose  niy»eir 
Mitly  «pon  your  prudence,  and  hope  we 

haw  rcsaon  to  love  each  other  lots.  I 
tsltc  if  very  kimlly  if  you  make  it  a  rule  to 

*  U»  IB*  oooe  at  leMt  every  wevk^  fur  I  am  now 
diiaqlaU^  and  am   loth  to  Ih>  univerWly  for- 

wtk,      I  am,  dMr  fwcct,  your  affectionate  ser* 

,  Sam.   Johksom.'*^ 

^mrwm  MS5. 

man  cftcr  kl»  mothcr*ji  denthf  he  wrote  hia 
^■^****  l*)U9ici:  OF  AitYANtiTOA:  "*  con- 
MBS  iIm  i^iKIIi  nttwn  of'  ^vlijch  Sir  John 
tkum  gwt9»c<  .1  idly'f  instead  of 

t^g  tJccn   til  Ui  infuriu  himself 

k  aQtWntie  iirectRiuu.  Not  i4>  trouble  my 
Iwv  fpilli  m  Rspetition  of  the  knight'^  rcve- 

I I  hanf  to  ioi?ntion,  tiint  the  late  Mr.  Stra- 
^  prtfit^  told  mc,  liiAt  Johnson  wrote 


IsioteUMUUy  Ik*  MM  MM  Hr.  Bot- 

Mila  Mtanh  ntAptU,  ITSO.— Bo«weu,. 
iCk.  Ifl  Ilia  c-lurirtrr  of  Imliiir,  |i«i(lt«tU 
»  ImUb^  :  *'  !  •  r  itj'irl'ii^r  to 

•MHaton  Qf  I  .  ifr  to  par. 


it,  thrtt  with  the  profits  he  might  defray  the 
expense  of  his  tnother's  funerul,  and  pay  some 
little  debt^  whit-h  whe  had  left.  IJc  told  Sir 
Joshua  RevDokls,  tluit  he  composed  it  in  the 
evenings  o^oTle  week*,  sent  it  to  the  press  in 
portions  as  h  vfii»  written,  and  had  never  since 
read  it  over.''  Mr.  Strahan,  Mr.Johnj9ton,aud 
Mr.  Dodsley  purchased  it  for  a  hundred 
pounds,  but  afterwards  paid  hini  twenty-five 
pottnds  more,  when  it  came  to  a  second  edition. 
Considering  the  large  t^ums  which  have  been 
received  for  compilations,  and  work*  requiring 
not  much  more  genius  than  coiupilntiong,  we 
cannot  but  wonder  ut  the  very  low  price  which 
he  waa  content  to  receive  for  tins  odmirattle 
performance ;  which,  though  he  had  written 
nothing  else,  would  have  rendered  hia  name 
immortal  in  the  world  of  literature.  None  of 
bia  writings  has  been  so  cxlensivelj  dilfused 
over  Europe ;  for  it  has  been  Utmslated  into 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  modern  LanguiigeK.  This 
tale^  with  aU  the  charms  ol*  oriental  iiDagery» 
and  all  the  force  and  beuuty  of  which  the  En- 
glish langruage  is  capable,  leads  us  through  iho 
mast  important  scenesi  of  human  life,  and  shovrs 
ua  that  tbia  stage  of  our  heiu"^  is  full  of  "  va- 
nity and  vexation  of  ppirit."  To  those  who  look 
no  further  than  the  present  life,  or  who  main- 
tain that  human  nature  has  not  fallen  iVom  the 
Btate  in  which  it  was  created,  the  instruction 
of  this  sublime  storj'  will  be  of  no  avail.  But 
they  who  think  justly,  and  feel  with  strong 
sensibility,  will  listen  with  eagerness  ami  ad- 
miration to  its  truth  and  wtsdunt.  VoltHire's 
Candii}£,  written  to  refute^  the  svstem  of  Op- 
timism, which  it  has  accompUii^heil  with  brilliant 
success,  la  wonderfully  similar  in  its  plan  and 
conduct  to  Johnscm  s  RA!iiiKJ.Att ;  insomuch, 
that  I  have  heard  Johnson  say,  that  if  they  had 
not  been  published  so  closely  one  afijur  the 
other  that  there  was  not  time  for  iuiitution  *,  it 
would  have  been  in  vain  to  deny  that  the 
ftcheme  of  that  which  i:anie  late:*!  wa^t  taken 
train  the  other.  Though  the  proposition  illua- 
truted  by  both  these  works  was  the  same, 
namely,  that  in  our  pre«?nt  state  there  i*  more 
evil  than  good,  the  intention  of  the  writers  was 
very  different.  Voltaire,  I  am  afraid,  meant 
only  by  wanton  profaneneds  to  obtain  a  sport- 
ive victory  over  religion,  and  to  discredit  the 
belief  of  a  superintending  Provitlence :  John- 
son meant,  by  showing  the  unsatjjtfactory  na» 
ture  of  things  tem[)oriLl,  to  direct  the  hopes  of 
man  to  thingB  eternal.  Ii:ui8claji,  as  was  oh- 
serve*!  to  me  by  a  \(^ry  accomplished  ludy,  may 
be  eonsidere*!  as  a  more  enlarged  and  more 
deeply  philotiophical  discourse  In  prose,  U|K)n 
the  interesting  truth,  which  in  his  "  Vanity  of 


a  cHaIm  wttU  Mr.  ItoiiwHl,  h*  t«a4  It  ««|«rty.      TItU  w«i 
duulitl(>M  long  «rt*r  Mm  dtclarrttoo  to  Sir  Jcmduii  Hejinalda. 

♦  Ttii*  f<  ni«t  qMlfi^rtftH    Th**  9ipl»rflimi»r*^i*f  OiPT<*n  wnfki 


IM 
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Iliinian  Wishes"  he  had  so  Buccesafully  en- 
Ibrci^d  in  verse. 

The  fund  of  thinking  Trhich  tJiis  work  con- 
toltis  h  svich,  thttt  almost  every  sentence  of  it 
iDJiy  furnish  a  subject  of  long  meditation.  I 
lun  not  aatiafied  if  a  year  passes  without  my 
having  read  it  through ;  and  at  every  perusal, 
my  iidiniratlnn  of  the  mind  'which  profluced  it 
is  so  highly  raised,  that  I  can  sciirocly  beJieve 
that  T  had  the  honour  of  enjoying  the  intimacy 
of  such  a  man. 

J  restrain  myself  from  quoting  passogen  from 
this  excellent  work,  or  even  referring  to  them, 
iMj^'Hiise  I  should  not  know  what  to  select,  or, 
rather,  what  to  omit.  I  shall,  however,  tran- 
wribe  one,  as  it  shows  how  well  he  could  etate 
the  ar;i;uments  of  thos«  who  believe  in  the  ap- 
peiiranee  of  departed  spirits :  a  doctrine  which 
It  is  H  misitake  Lo  suppose  that  he  himself  ever 
positively  held : 

••  If  all  your  fear  be  of  apptntions  («aid  the 
prinec),  I  will  promise  you  safety :  there  is  no 
danger  froni  the  rleaii ;  he  that  is  once  buried  will 
be  sc*en  no  more, 

"  Thai  the  dead  are  seen  no  more  (nAiA  ImUc), 
I  will  nat  undertnke  to  maintiiiri,  ajfriinrt  the  con- 
cun-fnt  and  unvaried  testimony  of  nil  ages  and  of 
h)|  nations.  There  is  no  people,  rude  or  learned, 
nnong  whom  apparitions  of  the  dead  are  not  re^ 
lated  and  believed.  This  opinion,  which  prev»il« 
BA  far  AS  human  naturt*  is  di^u5.ed,  could  btcoine 
universal  only  by  it*  truth' ;  those  that  nev«r  beard 
of  one  another,  would  not  have  agreed  in  a  tale 
which  nothing  hut  experience  can  make  credible. 
Tliat  it  i*  d*jubted  by  single  cavillers,  can  very 
little  weaken  the  general  evidence ;  and  some  who 
deny  it  with  their  tong^ucs,  confer  it  by  their 
fears." 

Notwithstanding  my  high  admiration  of 
Urtsfwdtu*,  I  will  not  maintain  that  the  "  mor- 
bid melancholy"  in  Johnson's  c<mstitution  mny 
not,  perhups,  have  made  life  iip[>eiu*  to  him 
more  insipid  and  unhappy  than  it  generally  is : 
for  I  am  sure  that  he  had  lejis  enjoyment  from 
it  than  I  have.  Yet,  whatever  adchtional  shade 
liis  own  partieular  sensations  may  have  tlirown 
on  his  representation  of  life,  attentive  obser- 
vation and  close  enquiry  have  convinced  me^ 
that  there  is  too  much  reality  in  the  gloomy 


»  Thf*  1*  n  TOfTf  BOfthism ;  #11  afm  mid  all  nation  ■  are  not 
^ J  ...  ,..._  ,.  .^„*  ,t. 1.  ...,.u  »  v-ifr'f  mny  haw  cxliti*!! 

n.^llon*.     He  miRht 

iitjral  ajid  trtJc  ttnlc 

■  !. ;.,  . : -L^  .  .  _.Ld  iu  bll  batloDt  and 

mil  Ue*,— C«OMi.H. 

*  Mr.    BnmWKll,  no  dout>t.  »aw   lome  iDPAnlnif  In   thcM 
wtinH  ;  bnt  wh«il  ihM.  rmsnnlng  might  be,  t  canaoi  gvte*t. — 

CdOKtll 

^  This  t*'iiH>r  wai  In  surh  high  rstimatlon  twfore  it  wac 
eotlrctcd  tnto  r^flumirt,  tkjit  It  wm  »Hi«id  on  with  avldltj  bv 
v«rioij«  pubtUhcn  of  ncwfpap<n-»  and  roa«Atttirt,  to  «nHcn 
thf>ir  (tiiblicatiout.  JobUKm.  to  put  a  vtop  to  thit  unl'alr  pro> 
nH-dlnir,  *roti!  for  th*  I'nJrerial  Cbrookle  the  following 
j,.K-..^.,i...,,,,r,r .  i<,  ...»,i,.».  thrte  In,  perbapi,  mow  pomp  of 
Mmnd^  : 
AttVEjtrhiKMENT.  Th*  proprif- 
:  1   'Ttir  litl.r/  having  found  that 

t  vert  unA  nuigutDn 

iKnt  the  UnfTcrtiU 
t  14  Bot  alwrajt  men- 


picture.    The  truth,  however,  is, 
of  the  happiness  and  misery  of 
at  diiferent  times,  according  to  t 
changeable  irame.     I  always  re 
mark  mode  to  me  by  a  Ttirkish  I 
in  Franc*  :  "  Ma  foi^  monsieur^ 
depend  de  la  faqon  qu£  luttre 
This  have  I  learnt  from  a  pretty 
of  experience,  and  would,  from 
volence,  impress  upon  all  who  hoi 
with  a  perusal,  that  until  a  steady 
obtained^  that  the  present  life  is 
state^  and  only  a  passage 
comply  with  the  divine  scheme 
improvement :  and  also  that 
mysterioiLs  plan  of  Providence,  tl»i 
beings  must  "  ha  made  perfiict  th 
ing;"  there  will  be  a  continual 
disappointment  and   uneasiness.  II 
walk  with  hope  in  *'  the  mid-day 
velation,  our  temper  and  disposii 
such,  that  the  comforts  and  enjoyi 
way  will  be  relished,  jvhile  we  pd 
port  the  inconveniences  and  pains,  I 
speculation  and  various  reixsonuigk 
ledge  myself  convinced  of  the  tri 
taire^a  conclusion,  *^  Apre*  (out»c*4 
pauable''    But  we  must  not  think 

where  ignorance  is  h 


ife  IS  t^ 
to  a  |i 
^me  on 
it  is  a I 


♦Tia  folly  to  l)e  wise." 

is,  in  many  respects,  more  than  poJ 
Let  us  cultivate?,  under  tlie  comnij 
principles^  "ii  thhffie  de^  Mcttjtutianm 
and,  as  Air.  Burke  once  admirabli 
a  grave  and  anxious  gentleman^! 
sanu** 

The  efiect  of  Haf^eloa,  and  t 
oLlier  moral  tales,  is  thus  beautiful 
by  Mr.  Courtenay : 

**  Impressive  truth,  in  splendid  ficllol 
Checks  the  vain  wiah,  and  catma- 

breast ; 
O'er  the  dark  mind  a  light  celestial 
And  soothes  the  angry  pasuorta  to  J 
As  oil  efPusi'd  illumes  and  smooths  I 
WJien  round  the  bark  the  foaming  u 

It  will  be  recoUectetl,  that  dui 
year  he  carried  ou  bis  Iuijjr  ^ ; 


^ 


ttoM>d,  thtnk  It  nHpiaarr  tod«-tnr<-toiiS*t 
collection*,  that  **o»*vrr  .>•■►«-'->■   "- --   't*) 

dured  thoAF  inlurlat,  fn?k>  i  'i. 

they  have  now  detennin<  <  <> 

baivealreadjr  t««n««*ay«,  q 

traniferrad^  with  Ui«  irr  ,iii 

frepkly  or  moTithly  com ) > <  \i 

Che  prraenl.  allciutad  Oi  tn 

Mtvea  be  laid  to  cnjof  it.     Hut  n 

thought  to  «-iint  tcndernctt,  rri  v 

demew  hath  lMH>n 'hovn.     TSi  •'<•» 

«h*II  Iw  wllbnut  fwentiiM           '  i 
busy  with  thrfr  *k-kl«.-t  <> 

henctjfurwjird  m  tnkc  n"i  f 

an  rmV.     Whocfrr  thull.  I 
raiiino  upon  our  papfTi. 

our  due,  by  the  mean**  ii  i 

witrrniitrd  br  thr  imim-  ii  <« 

triuie.     We  fhaU  Uy  bold.  »n  *:■.'  il 

grade  them  froni  the  pomp  of  v^  u 

Crsphy,  contract  thera  into  a  r.  f. 
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he  w»  abo  URieeodaix^,  though  slowly,  in  hi« 
fidftJUD  of  Shdcvpeare.  He^  however,  ft-om 
ikat  Kbenlitj  wbieh  never  fiiiled,  when  adled 
to  anist  other  labourers  in  literature, 
iluK  to  irHtpJtili.',  for  Mr?;,  Lenox's  £n- 
ffivh  veriioin  of  Bnimoy,  *'  A  Dissertation  on 
t!i'  Gri-*A  C<Mi..'<]v."t  lAJid  "The  Genera!  Con- 
--,  r,  ,!  ':,.  i::,.:k.-t' 
Ail  intjutrj  into  tiio  state  of  foreign  coun- 
ia'obicrt  thut  seenvsi  at  all  trme[>i  to 
Johnson.  Hence  Mr.  Ncw- 
hmy  f&imd  no  great  difficulty  in  persuatling 
bian  to  wHte  thv  TiUT'xIii'tlon*  to  a  collection 


tttk  nf 


^  by  him  under 

.  yedi*' the  first 

u^rjMiiLi'eiJL  iikis  year,  and  the 

am  siil^equent  years. 

I  woiiU  oM-ribe  to  this  year  the  following: 

to  a  don  of  one  of  his  early  fiiends  at 

UkIi£ii      "'      '        A  Simpson,  borriater^  and 

.'d  ^^Beflectianfi  on  the 

JOHNSON  TO  SIMPSON. 

f>t»»  Si*,  —  Your  father's    JneiarabUity    not 

me  :   he  is  your  faUier ;  he 

I.  vr'mc   man  ;  nor  do  I   re-^ 

.  ri ,  <■  disndvanlagf;  of  his  good 

hu:  Mil   to  asa'vtt  you  there  is 

tiart  ipood  iherhood,   nor  wisdoin.      It 

fif^^taoB  oi  guod  nature  to  overlook  faults 

ksfv  aktB»Ajt  by  the  consequences,  punished 

It  is  natural  for  a  Inther  to  think 

tluin  others  of  his  children  ;  tinrl  it 

wim  !•  give  uuslance,  while  a  little  help 

\Btwrmi  Ite  wttmitf  of  greater. 

Iif9n  mmnitd  imprud«fitly»  you  rotscarried  at 

liaatftl,  at  in  age  when   you  had  a  right 

II  ircmf  J  frf  hard  if  the  man  might  not 

has  a  right  to  plead  before 

I  T. 

If  9o«r  nn|>niii?f>oe  has   ended  in  diflieultiet 
you  are  yourself  to  tupport 
«iih   xlw  hcfp  of  a  little  iK-tter  ln'olth, 
hera    and    conc|uer    ihem. 
:ircif}ent  and  sickni^ur  pro- 
itaa«  ta  Ci4  It.  •  ry  rejtion  of  human- 

ity. iIkmi/Ii  r   friend«  nor  fathers 

•illhtf  ttotiii  '.ciuitnly  from  your  father 

9m  b%br«t  -  ri>ty.  though  none  of  right: 

M^   it-^^>r  :  i   eouii^el  you  to  omit  do 


f  ffowtog  riA  bf 

r  of  nxinar  not  by 

m,  wam  aur 


f    Dril,  tl.  AX.V.  and  r^v 


mother '•  doiih. 


decent  nor  manly  degree  of  impoTtunity.  Your 
debts  in  the  wlmlc  are  not  large,  and  of  the  wliole 
but  a  xniatl  part  is  troublesome.  Small  debts  are 
like  smnll  shot ;  they  are  rattling  on  every  »ido,and 
cnn  icarcely  be  escMiped  without  u  nround  :  grvnt 
debts  are  like  c.-uiitoii ;  of  loud  noi^e*  t*ut  little 
danger.  You  must,  therefore,  be  enabled  to  dis- 
charge petty  debta.  tliat  you  may  have  leisure,  w»ib 
security,  to  struggle  with  the  rest.  Neithei  the 
great  nor  little  debts  disgrace  you.  I  nm  sureytm 
have  my  eNteem  for  the  courage  with  which  you 
contracted  thL-ni.  and  the  spirit  with  which  yon 
endure  them.  I  wish  my  esteem  could  he  of  more 
US&  1  have  been  invited,  or  have  invited  nij<<«elf, 
to  several  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  will  not  in- 
commode my  dear  Lucy  by  coming  to  Lii-hJifld, 
while  her  present  lodging  U  of  any  use  to  her. '  I 
hope,  in  a  few  days,  to  be  at  leisure^  and  to  make 
visit*.  Whither  I  shall  fly  \%  matter  of  no  import- 
ance.  A  man  unconnected  is  at  home  c^ery 
where ;  unless  be  may  be  said  to  be  at  home  no 
where.  I  am  sorry,  dear  Sir,  that  where  you  have 
parents,  a  man  of  your  merits  should  not  have  ti 
home.  I  wish  I  could  give  it  you.  I  am,  my  dear 
Sir,  aflectionately  yours,  Sam.  JouNSkOM.'* 

He  now  refire^bed  himself  by  an  excursion 
to  Oxford,  of  which  the  following  abort  cha- 
r,i4:teristical  notice,  in  his  own  worda»  is  pre- 
served  : 


" is  now  making  tea  for  me.    I  have 

been  in  my  gown  ever  since  I  came  here,"  It  was, 
at  my  first  coming,  qtiite  new  and  handKome.  I 
have  swum  thrice,  which  I  hud  disused  for  mony 
years.  I  have  proposed  to  Vansittart  *  climbing 
over  the  wall,  but  he  ha*!  refused  me.  And  I  have 
clapped  vay  hands  till  they  are  sore,  at  Dr.  King's 
speech."  * 

His  negro  servant,  Francis  Barber,  having 
teflt  him,  and  been  sonic  time  at  sea,  not 
presse*!  as  bos  been  suppo.sed,  but  witlj  his  own 
consent,  it  appears  from  a  letter  to  Jobn 
Wilkes, Esq.,  from  Dr.  Smollett,  that  his  master 
kindly  interested  himself  in  procuring  bis 
release  from  a  state  of  life  of  whicJi  JobnKoti 
always  expreased  the  utmost  abhorrence.  He 
once  said,  *^Xo  man  will  be  a  sailor  who  bus 
contrivance  enough  to  get  Liniself  inlo  a  jiiil ; 
for  being  in  a  ship  h  being  in  a  j.iil,  with  the 
chance  of  being  drowned."  l^Avgimt 'SI .  1773,] 
And  at  another  tinier  **  A  inun  in  a  jail  bus 


*    Dr.    nr.hr 

tamiU  of  ti 
Itismmir  Mill 


rr         III.    w. 


i>ij    UlA 

drtMli 


tuWt 


ch«a-> 


(filot     ol     ih*?    MtiiVvrkdt,    Jtii>    7.     t7^J>        Tllk*    ttkttJMft     W«t 

fJierrforr  aik|>l«cnl  by  Mr,  |lf>«»*l1,-'CsoRs«. 
t  3 


AMi^. 


t  :v  »jF  JOHNSON. 


.,■' 


■'».  '*H<  '"pite, 

.  .  ^  'Y  t.i\i    *  in  grmt 

.s^iv    ^.  ot* a  deli- 

...\i«xw  .V  A  tiMlady  in 

.  u     Kts    undt  for  his 

.  .V  ■■   « iT^c  :iun<n'  of  ani- 

,»    i,^A*ii>c  Tou :  and  I 

:v    y^><cunitTof  rcsent- 

■i.u  iiiuvr  an  obligation. 

y   .CMnr  my  aaaistance  on 

.. .  ^-,     •«.    I..U    I  w*re  never  cater- 

t.  Li   :u   viiidcrttand   that   I 

V  ..ic"   \}  ■"¥  rVicnd  Mr.  Wilkes, 

■«x    ^■«civ>t  with    Dr.  Hay  and 

^  -.    >v   .^>c  :«.•  i>nKure  the  discharge 

^  ^   ./        .  >«ou.a  b«  »uperfluou9  to  say 

\         •.vv*.  H.Kch   I  leave  to  your  own 

s  .  '  «.4iiiiot  let  idip  this  opportu- 

. ,   ..    .„    \4.  I  uii.  with  the  most  inviolable 

^    ...  .H. •■«:»,>!:.  Jear  Sir,  yoitr  affectionate, 

•,  ...AW  «ki».uit,  T.  SMOLLrrr." 

^       i  .v-N   whv»  u)Ktn  all  occasions  has 
......    .ivaio  itcmltfumn,  with  most  polite 

y.     ...    .j-^uiovl   to  his  friend   Sir  George 

:s..  M*.- «»i' iho  LonlsJ  Commissioners  of 

,    V  ...  i..:i*.  uiul  Fnincis  Barber  was  dis- 

\    ^»v.  to  lio  hiw  tv»M  mi\  without  anv  wish 

t.  %  >>k ...  -  \  lo  iouiui  his  old  master  in  Cham- 

s, .    •;    iu'  hiuor  IVmpks  and  returned  to  his 

^4  «..:  '«.*r.io»»l;«"  m*w  ^sl•heme  of  life  Johnson 
»...     u  \ii"«  (Ki-*  viNir,  I  have  not  discovered; 

.  AM  !iv'  iiuiUtuUHl  one  of  some  sort,  is  clear 
is.. I  h:f>  iiii\:i!»»  devotions,  in  which  we  find 
■I'ii'.x  \l  »ivh|  "  I  ho  i-hangi*  of  outward  things 
,  I  ^  .1  I  .Mil  now  to  make ;  **  and,  "  Grant  me 
.1.  ;i,4.vvt*chv  Holy  Spirit,  that  the  course 
/r^S  I  :4m  liow  lie};;innin<r  may  proceed  ac- 
,  ;*'n!i-  u»  ihv  laws  and  end  in  the  enjoyment 
.  ,\\  r4\our.^'     Hut  he  did  not,  in  fact,  make 

.\  X  victual  or  viMble  change.* 


[JOHNSON  TO  iMISS  PO 
-J 

**  DsAR  Madam,  ^  I  b^  your  pan 
so  long  omitted  to  write.  One  lb 
has  put  rae  off*.  I  have  this  day  mov 
and  you  arc  now  to  direct  to  me  i 
London.  I  hope,  my  dear,  you  i 
Kitty  mends.  I  wish  her  success  in 
am  going  to  publish  a  little  story  bo( 
which  I  will  send  you  when  it  is  ot 
me,  my  dearest  girl,  for  I  am  alwayi 
from  you.  I  am,  my  dear,  your  hun 
—  Pearson  MSS.  "  Sam. 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  POI 

•I 

**  Dear  Madam,  —  I  am  almost  as 
you  that  all  your  letters  came  safe,  ar 
been  always  very  well,  but  hinder 
know  how,  from  writing.  I  sent,  las 
of  my  works,  one  for  you,  one  ft 
Hunter,  who  was  with  my  poor  dear 
she  died,  one  for  Mr.  Howud,  and  oi 

"  I  beg  you,  my  dear,  to  write  ofti 
tell  me  how  you  like  my  little  book, 
love,  your  affectionate  humble  servan 
—  Ptarton  AtSS,  "Sam. 


TO  MRa  MONT.\Gl 

"  Gray's  h 
"  Mauam, —  Goodness  so  conspicu 
will  be  often  solicited,  and  }K-rha| 
solicited  by  those  who  have  little  ] 
your  favour.  It  is  now  my  turn  tc 
petitioner,  but  such  as  I  have  reason  I 
will  think  worthy  of  your  notice.  M 
kept  the  music-room  in  Soho  Square,  < 
struggles  with  great  industry  for  th 
eifiht  children,  hopes  by  a  benefit  o 
herself  free  from  a  few  debts,  whic 
otherwise  discharge.  She  has,  I  kn<n 
high  an  opinion  of  me  as  to  believe  I 
pay  less  regard  to  her  application  tl 
You  know.  Madam,  I  am  sure  you  km 
it  is  to  deny,  and  therefore  would  not  ^ 
compliance,  though  I  were  to  suppc 
which  you  know  not,  the  vanity  of  be 
to  be  of  any  importance  to  Mrs.  Mc 


lit  lilt  iii«t  edition  thi*  word  ww  printed  Ckmm,  ««  it  ap- 
... .  -11  iMu<  oi  Mr.  Wilkrt'f  MiKfllnnit'.«.  and  I  animm- 
.^  ..a  .>.t  Ui.  SmoUett't  iKnonu)r«:  for  whirh  M  me 
..  ,,-\t.kiL'  thtf  ntamts  of  that  ingcnliNii  and  bmevulfDt 
x.iiUuiuu  Chi'm  wat  rcrtaink  a  mlatakm  rtwltng  fur 
^^iivu,  ihctuU'of  thr  Smprriim'of  Tartary.  whk'h  ii  wrll 
..  ,''i>d  u^  Joltiiftin,  thr  Monarrhof  Literature :  and  was  an 
[■■lu^'i  lautilur  toSinolUtt.  S(«  "  Roderick  Kandom." rliap. 
,1  tiir  iliia  «Mrrt>rtion  I  am  indebted  to  Lord  Palmerston. 
.^\  -w  td«iil» and  literarr  arquiremnnts  accord  well  witii  hit 
,  .|x«i.tbK'  pt-dtpnvnf  Tenaplp._  Boihsil. 

\iUi  ihi>  piiblit-ation  of  the  ftTimd  cditittn  of  (hi»  work. 

.     kui!i<>r  w.u  fiirni4hi*d  by  Mr.  Ahrrvri»ml>ie.  of  l>hiladel> 

I '■' .   MUhthe  copr  of  A  Ifller  writti'it  hjr  Dr.  John  Arm- 

.'  .>>iM'  ^^'t*  \'*vt,  to  Or.  Smollett,  at  Leghorn,  c\mtaining  the 

.,  '•.•K  iikti  |KiiA>;raph:  — 

V.  l>>  the  Kinit'a  Henrh  patriot  [Wilkef].  it  i»  hard  to 
,^i  iitiiki  Mh4t  nioiiTe  he  pulAuhixl  a  li*<trr  of  yiHirs  afking 
.  I,.,  kiidiiis  U«oiir  of  liim  in  bi>half  of  xometKNli  for  whiiin 
\  ,i.,ti  \  uku  of  lltoraturo.  Mr.  Johii»on.  hai{  iiitere»t«^ 
I,  .....  U  ■  Mmoms 
<  Uv  «  >«  "'4  di«t-h.trKed  (il)  Jiino  XT'V. 
•  \\i  ),iht«»iit'iM-<|ii<uiiLuu-e  »iih  Mrs.  M«nii.v^i  prt>haMy 
b.tt-ka  «ls>ol  lhi»  |«i-ii«»*l.     We  tind.  in  ihit  \iMr.  the  rtr»t  of 


the  many  appHration*  which  he  made  to  tbt 
unwearied  charity  of  that  excelleBt  woman. 

Jokmon  to  Mrs.  Mtmtagm. 


"  Madam.  —  1  am  desirod  hy  Mrs.  Williaau 
with  her  name  for  the  nilskcriliers  which  ; 
plfttfed  to  procure,  and  to  return  her  humble 
favimr.  which  wa*  Cfrnfernxl  with  all  the  grac 
can  add  to  Iwneticenre.  1  am.  Madam,  your 
and  most  humble  sorrant,  Sai 

This  and  wrera]  other  letters,  which  will  b 
proper  place*.  I  o«eto  the  iitieralily  of  [tk 
Kokeby.  the  nephew  and  heir  of  Mn.  Moniai 

Il  itneccMary  to  ni^quett  the  attention  of  H 
warm  terms  in  'which  JohowMi  »o  f^uco^ 
admiratit>n  and  rttecm  for  Mr*.  Montaini.  at  i 
he  alhrrwardi  to^tk  another  titoe.  —  Crokbb. 

*  Thitchaniteof  lifewai  no  doubt  the  bra 
tablithment  in  (loiigh  Square,  where  ho  had 
veara.  and  retiring  to  chamber*  in  Stapla  1 
\N  tUidmi  w«Dt  iato  Ivdjsuigt.  —  Caoaia. 
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[l3«ocigb  I  mAj  be  vUiiug  to  9CC  the  world  dcccired 
jM-  my  •dvADUge,  J  bri  hoc  deceived  myself,  for  I 
Wri.  Oglo  will  owe  whatever  fiivoura 
^bm  AaM  receive  from  tbe  pfttronage  which  we 
\f  mtOrat  ou  tins  ooocion,  much  more  to 
for  honesty  in  db tress,  than  to  the 
i&a«^  four  moBi  obedient  und  most 
il*  ■cmint«  Sam.  JoKvaow."'] 

MSS. 

At  thh  time,  there  being  n  comptnition  among 

f^Pt^rf     '      '  '    .  3  .,  *    ho  cjuployed  iu  the 

\ti'j  .  t%  ft  question  was 

r  Miinicircuiar  or 

JJe.  Ill  thedeMign 

(  llipticaJ  form  was 

1  it  was  the  great  object 

1  Johnson  s  rt^ard  for 

luced  him  tocDrrage  in 

i^t    Mr.  Mylne';   and 

l»eLu^  At  cuiiiideiable  pains  to  study  the 

;t,  hi*  irr«>tc  thrt^^  several  letters  in  the 

rttecr*  m  f»pr>osition  to  his  plan, 

ft  sboitid   tni  rtmiarked  that  this  was  a 

I.   I,..  ^- :t ,  „yj^  Qf  Johnson's 

f^  ]ri  that,  after  all,  his 

i,-^  .,,_  ,,  .,1.  :  .uasoninp  and  elo- 
a|«on  a  subject  which  he  had  gtiidied 
libe  mcnucnl,  i;*  not  more  strange  than  what 
^  tWWn  alMcrire  in  kwyera,  who,  aa  Qmcquid 
K'Tmw^r  U  the  matter  of  lawsuits,  are 
wtiiMiIri  !    to   pick   up   a   temporary 

kattnrlr^  iri  or  science,  of  whieli  they 

iq"  tlU   their  brief  was  de- 
ir   to  be  much  mnstei'di  of  it. 
laimer,  members  of  the  lt>giHlatare  fre- 
itioditee  and  expatiate  upm  bsubjeetjt 
ibej  have  informed  themselves  for 


loot  d«tiifl  of  M.  in  that 

nU«d   rigtimvlei    In 

I  cthllMlloiD  or  writ  lAd  4U  tl*ti.  h« 

ttBM  of  BMiinui  Iwhig  taken  from  cb«t  of 

•■4  94tmatfd  fty  mmKinv— muculloe  and 

n,  utqatitKiiamt  of  Cfta  h«ad,  and  to  a  wo. 

r  liap  bv 'aIIi-iI  Io  Uitrixlurv-  j   itritnu  of 

la  mA' 
kniAlM  tlimifl 


CHAPTER  XIV. 
1760— 176a 

Euaya,  —  Acquaintantt  with  Mttffhp, 

—  Akttuide  and   Rait, —  MucAenxU    amJ   Eede*. 

—  Z.etttra  to  BtiTvttL  —-  F\tintinp  und  Munic.  — 
Sir  Georpt  Staunton.  —  Letttr  Ut  «  Lady  noiieit' 
ing  Churvh  Pre/ermtnt  for  her  Son..  — Johnson's 
Pen$ion.  —  LttterM  to  Lurd  Bute.  —  littt  to 
Dttitnshirf  wUh  Sir  Jn^hwi  lieynoldjt,  —  CMlin$. 

Is  1760  he  wrote  '*  An  Address  of  the  Painters 
to  George  111.  on  his  Accession  to  the  Throne 
of  these  KingdomsL,"  f  which  no  monarch  ever 
asciended  with  more  sincere  eon^^tulutions 
from  hi«  people.  Two  generations  of  foreijrn 
princes  had  prepared  their  minds  to  rejoice  in 
naving  a^ain  a  king  who  gloried  in  being 
"  bom  a  iJrilfin/*  ■  He  also  wrotje  for  Mr. 
Baretti  the  Dedication f  of  his  Italian  and 
Engliiih  Dictionary,  to  the  Marquis  of  Abreu, 
then  Envoy-Extraordinary  from  Spain  at  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain. 

Johnson  wa-s  tiow  either  very  idle,  or  very 
busy  with  his  Shuki^penre  ;  tor  I  can  tind  nu 
other  public  composition  by  him  except  an  In- 
troduction to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 
for  Clothinar  the  French  Prisoners ;  *  one 
of  the  many  prwif^  that  he  wa.s  ever  awake  to 
the  caJLs  of  humanity  ;  and  an  account  which 
he  cave  in  tlie  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  Mr. 
TySer*s  acute  and  able  vindication  of  Mjiry 
Queen  of  Sct/ts.*  The  generosity  of  Juhuiiun  s 
feelings  eihines  forth  in  the  following  acn- 
tcnce^ :  — 

••  It  has  now  been  fa«liionahk%  for  near  hall'  a 
century^  to  defame  and  vilify  the  house  of  Stuart, 


friar*  Bridg«.  ealliog  It  «  an  nliil' 
mrnnetTir  ar«  In  vain  totisht  Tor  ; 
Loodua  nave  pprfM^iuatr^  »hp*f  o- 
a  vrl'koU*  iiatl*':  •     •^-     r---   -,-1- 
hai  ctintetnpliii 
airy  atrtictore. 


i«lR  UlrmBti 
■i  fta  lyBBlf.  aad  nol  •  littl< 
,  marafcf^.awly  mtk^  a  At* 


■  itrh 

■  ify  fit 

'■(Kik    it^Vtf 

tHtt  a«  iiikfl 


I  lint  inn  f*r  < 

LVH^tl'tt.    I»l>t 


-i-tf  lo  iM^t'iir  'ji  III 
ifWtMt,llua  JohCM<> 
ammmj  ^*v•  t)#«>n  ) 

,.T  >"   s^tflit  mttjtfa  i  »lMu 

m  0t9m  tt>»  «W  vi  lili  alito  iMn  10  a 
M  B^hMMmb  t  and  Mt  faf  wiu  he 

^ttjartia*  m  Mr    Mtini-  tu.it  r.. 


!>-d  In  thli  rouatrjr,  1  rlan 
III,'*  dni  Kprocfa  lu  h(i  )' 


the 


^«««  full 


,111    (tl*   V    (Kill 
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more  i'<- 
was  :i-  i"i 


Ik-I'.. 
Jnl, 
Hi.r 

v.\\: 
M 


I     I- 


1>. 


.        *K    -         -"^  » 


i^MMw; 


V     ^   v«.** 


tor 

^         ^       .  .   ^      .»>  ■»  re- 
-■-^  ..,    -^^  .*.•    uiiai^d! 

^       .     .,    >«t«i  oarrted 

-  '"S  '  ^  .i^  '!«  .'*uie  torrent 

*^     *  \t^x-    -  iwaiiiKiaiUie 

-   ,^.      ^vu   i**i«  «w  temp- 

'     ""    .1^1  «.*  nwM  truth, 

"■ ,  ^  .'X  *  •*»  •-•^«  alieence, 

>.     .i  .tK  iK  odtf*  •eemed, 

^^     .  .,u»It  lu  aUow  to  his- 

^"^     ..    >^u  J«i  i«excu«blelie8, 

^  .^  "o«  :iwlanc«,  we  are 

^"^  *  V  -^  -* »"«  **"*  of  the  un- 

'  '^^  !.*  •  >'t*fc*viw*.  every  heart  beat 

\  .j.    I    uu^      Sow  we  know 

\ .    x  »^  «li*M<f  ifce  wonet  but  there 

Vv.   *^  *••*  ^>MKVTn;  and  to  say 

^  MM  ••«*,'*  '^  ^  reckoned  a  consc- 

^  ^  ^^^  ^»r|ibv,  haTine  thought 
vl  '.»>  iiK'  ^«^^'-  I^^-  Francklin, 
' '  •  ^•.''•"Jvw  of  '^Pje  Critical 
-*^"  Vjiiv**  *tt  iiKJijjUAnt  vindication  in 
;^-^  .^^>»Ic  V  Swttuel  Johnson,  A.  M." 
\    .  ,i.,.aw*cu»  J  ohnson  in  a  just  and 

.«  v;«iuuii!  wh«Me  prolific  vein 
\K  >««^  |K»rt*«  toil  and  pain; 


^     ^v»  ..»  ■u»«*i.f«»iJtu».  m*Ie  on  hU  birthdnj  In 

^     .^  !ta^tK>;t.\l  *•  «»  ^xanjpk"  of  the  rules  and  iv»o- 

'  ^"VxJf  hT*  ^  '»  *'*"'  ^"****  of  making,  for  the fuldwce 


II  ^rt»^  j  t«iHni#f), 
«fvWicatlon: 


!«  Tcttj^t  coHn : 


MngwlMtU  to  be  done  to  morrow  t 

of  War : 

i  Med Cbokh. 

T^^^fdk  MM*  rpfrrt  probahl^  to  aome  itfohrtloDi  lie 
.^^  xw^-M  U^"^  ^  writing  after  rontempUtinir  hU  wlfe'a 
^SlL.  vJ  «^^>  |w'h«|««,  he  had  not  latelr  looked  at  ThU 
'^Tj^iM^  l|i#  \«ue  of  hi»  pra)rrra  on  her  death,  iSMh  April 
\y^  •  ■^waWe  ine  to  |<ermevere  In  the  mirpocet  vhkh  I 
,v^^M  "*  ^  **t'<t>  «hen  the  laj  dead  befvire  me.'*  — 

>  V^^NM  liMtNl^  ami  very  unrandid  that  Mr.  Muiphr  did 


Afollo  opens  all  his  sto 
Muse  presents  her  saere 
jm»  powerful   Johnson,  whence 

With  to  much  grace,  such  energy 
Wb«cher  thy  Juvxnal  instructs  tiu 
In  duster  niunbers,  and  ncw-pointi 
i>  fidr  laxNB  sees,  alas  !  too  late. 
Her  innocence  exchanged  for  guilt] 
Whate'er  you  write,  in  every  goldej 
Sublimity  and  elegance  combine ; 
Thy  nervous  phrase  impresses  ever] 
While  harmony  gives  rapture  to  thi 

Again,  towards  the  conclusion :  — 

**  Thou  then,  my  friend,  who  see'st  I 
strife 
In  which  some  demon  bids  me  plui 
To  the  Aonian  fount  direct  my  feet 
Say,  where  the  Nine  thy  lonely  mu 
Where  warbles  to  thy  ear  the  sacre 
Thy  moral  sense,  thy  dignity  of  son 
Tell,  for  you  can,  by  what  unerring 
You  wake  to  finer  feelings  every  he 
In  each  bright  page  some  truth  im| 
And  bid  to  future  times  thy  Rami; 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  relate 
in  which  an  acquaintance  first  com 
twecn  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Murpl 
the  publication  of  "  The  Gray's  lii 
a  periodical  paper  which  was  suco 
ricd  on  by  Mr.  Murphy  alone,  w 
young  man,  he  happened  to  be  in 
with  Mr.  Foote ;  and  having  mei 
he  was  obliged  to  go  to  London  in 
ready  for  the  press  one  of  the  nnm 
journal,  Foote  said  to  him,  "  You 
on  that  account.  Here  is  a  Frenc 
in  which  you  will  find  a  very  pre 
tale ;  translate  that  and  send  it  to  y( 
Mr.  Muq>hy  having  read  the  tuc 
pleased  with  it,  and  followe<l  Foi 
When  he  returned  to  town,  tfa 
pointed  out  to  him  in  **The  Rai 
whence  it  had  been  translated  into 
magazine.  '     Mr.  Murphy  then  i 


not  acknovledfe  that  thli  poetical  epiitle  vai 
Boileau'c  Epitrf  d  MoUrre.  I  lubjoin  a  few  en 
Boileau  and  Murphr,  which  wilt  ihov  how  1 
of  the  latter  it  entitiet 
•«ehani 


fed  to  the  character  of  < 
ckMotffMgei  use  of  an  author  is  i 


Arnr  fl/amem*  ftprity  domt  laftrtae  m 
Igmorr,  em  fcriramt,  le  Iratail  etUpeik 
Transcendent  (eniui  I  whoae  prolifle  « 
Ne'er  knew  the  Mfid  poctla  toil  and  ^ 
Somefntyttt  beam  river  du  tmatm.Jma§u 
Umandje  9nu  dire  ihrnc,  la  quiutrime 
In  fererlth  toil  I  pau  the  weary  nifbt. 
And  when  I  would  say  black,  iiiyme  m 
Om  nmiaqme.  ei^lm,  tes  aoms  y  Memiemls 
Uoli^re,  emaaigme  moi  Fart  de  me  rimer 
And  since  I  ne'er  can  leum  thy  claMie  1 
Instruct  me,  Johnson,  how  to  write  am 

'  When  Mr.  Murphy  flrtt  became  aeqm 
Johnvon  he  was  about  thirty-one  years  ol 
RnightsbridKe.  June  IM.  isos.  in  his  ei|rhty-4i 
eviraordinary  paper  mentioned  in  tbe  text  f 
Aboiitaitl.  the  Son  of  Morad)  is  Ko.  88.  of  « 
[of  the  Gray's  Inn  Journal],  published  <m 
which  is  a  re4ran»lation  from  the  French  vtn 
bier.  No.  190.— Malomx. 


Jfitama^  to  ejifikln  th\»  curious  incident.  His 
tifnrtj,  Kti?nitTjrt\  and  gentlenmn-like  man- 
rrdvcsJ  Ly  JobitsoD,  and  a 
i.ied  wkich  was  never  broken. 


JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

At  Lamfflem, 

*>  OclobOT  IB.  ITM. 

*  D«*fc  Stit,  —  You  ih«t  trftTel  aboui  the  world, 

b»r  more  miteririls  for  letters,  than  I  who  May  nt 

hooe;  ••  ''re,  write  with  frequfiicy 

e^ul  tu  "^     I  Ehoultl  be  gUd  to 

i»a    lutvL-yed  by  you,  if  you  would 

>  serrations  in  narrative  ^  agreeabttt 

Knowledge  is  al trays  to  be  wished 

whn  can  commuuicate  it  wdl.    While  you 

hrrti    rtditng   And    running,    and    seeing    the 

irnvd,  and  the  campn  of  the  volinnt, 

.d  Hi  borac,aod  intended  to  do  great 

J  not  done.     Beau  *  went  away 

not  yet  found  his  way  baclt, 

vacdtioQ  at  Oxford, 

ely  solicitous  for  the  presvrva- 

.  I.anglon's  sight,  and  am  glad 

•t  Coventry  gives  him  so  much 

1^  of  opinion  that  the  tedious 

t  is  a  vulgar  error',  and 

la  aooo  as  it  ia  formed. 

.  >    be   considered  ;   I  doubt 

« lily  true ;  but  if  it  be  true  m 

c\^e&  can  be  dLBtinguished,  it 

rnfortable  delay. 

>n  you    give  Tne  no  ac- 

!  'leodlyf  as  you  know  bow 

-  bow  much  I  interert  my- 

KMe  you  told  her  of  my 

;  H4e  it  waa  not  followed ; 

to  be  right. 

It  yuu  again,  wherever  you  are, 

domi; ;  whether  you  wander 

noake  /iii*ticf ',  play  with 

;  and  in  return  I  will  tell 

.  ^r,    .^,^.,.i^n\  who  at  this  instant  is 

and    ha«  already   played    Richard 

^d  tiMt^  eompany  the  second  than  the 

aif  bt,  aral  will  n^akc    I    b«lievc  a  good  Bgure 

di«  whulc^    iljuugh  his   Cault*  &eem   to  be   very 

ttf  natural  deticirtiee^   and   «ome  or 

He  hoa,   I  think,  no  power 


1|r«  llf  ifhrt      Hocwiul. 

lka*f  9*»au  to  hare  one*  t>e«Q  otm  dlAn-ent  optnloa 

f%  mttk  Ikat  I)I1«,  wfitfirn  iilw.tit  thU  time  Uj  Mr. 

mm  ■MviUn.  ton  of  tb*  n-kna  or  Swirt.  um}  father 
HhiritUo,  »u  born  ml  Uu1Ic:(l.  In  Irolaud, 
IT'M      I'riu  W.I.  »tU  Oni  apiMjarance  at 

rlalxir]  wm   author  of 

1    ^»r    <rrr»t 


Uuilli  ku  17C7. 


IBaj  m* 
»  Of 


of  OAiStinitng  either  that  dignity  or  elegance  whiih 
some  men,  who  have  little  of  either  in  common  life, 
can  cKhibil  on  the  stage.  His  voice  when  stiained 
is  unpleasing,  and  when  low  h  not  always  beard. 
He  acema  to  think  too  much  on  the  audience,  and 
ttiroa  hb  tacB  too  often  to  the  gaUeriea. 

*'  However,  I  wish  him  well ;  and  among  other 
reasoas.  becauite  I  like  hla  wife.'     Make   haste  to 
write  to»  dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  ser>'ant, 
**  Sam,  JoHMfiOK.^'* 

In  1761  Johnson  nppcars  to  have  done  little. 
He  wa»  Btill,  no  doubt,  proceeding  in  his 
edition  of  Shak^peure ;  but  what  itdvaiLces  he 
made  in  it  cunnot  be  a^scertained.  He  cer- 
tainly was  at  this  time  not  active ;  for  in  his 
ecrupulouj  examination  of  himself  on  Easter 
eve,  he  lament^  in  hla  too  rigorous  mode  o\* 
censuring  his  own  conduct,  that  his  life,  since 
the  communion  of  the  prece<iine  Easter,  ha*l 
been  "  dissipated  and  useless  "  {Pr.  and  Med.) 
p.  44.)  He,  however,  contributed  this  year  the 
Preface*  to  "Roll's  DirtionRry  of  Trade  and 
Commerce,''  in  which  he  displays  such  a  elear 
and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
as  might  lead  the  reader  to  think  that  its 
author  had  devoted  all  hi$  life  to  it.  I  asked 
him  whether  he  knew  mueh  of  Rolt^  and  of 
his  work.  "  Sir,  (said  he)  I  never  saw  the  aian» 
and  never  read  the  book.  The  booksellers 
wanted  a  Preface  to  a  Dictionary  of  Trade  and 
Commerce.  1  knew  very  well  what  such  a 
Dictionary  should  be,  and  1  wrote  a  Preface 
accordingly.**  Kolt,  who  wrote  a  great  deiJ 
for  the  booksellers,  was,  as  Johnson  told  me,  a 
singular  character.  Though  not  in  the  lea^it 
acquainted  with  hini^  he  used  to  aay,  ^'  I  am 
just  come  from  Sara.  Johnson/*  This  was  a 
sufficient  fi[>ecimcn  of  his  vanity  and  impu- 
dence. But  he  cave  a  more  erament  proof  of 
it  iu  our  sister  Itingdom,  as  Dr,  Johnson  in- 
formed me.  When  Akenside's  "  Pleasures  of 
the  Imagination'*  first  came  out,  he   did  not 

Eut  his  name  to  the  poem.  RoU  went  over  to 
Dublin^  published  an  edition  of  it,  and  put  his 
own  name  to  it.  Upon  the  Ikme  of  this  he 
lived  for  several  months,  beinjr  eutx-rtaine^l  at 
the  bctst  tables  as  **  the  in«reuiou9  Mr.  RoU." '' 


lettfT   r»f    Btrrh    to 


BatT»rt   from 

L      •         r  -  '    ^   "-    ir- 
trwityw 
in  the  i 

(if  th*>  U.  I,,  ,,...  ,,  ,.  ,,  .,».,..  wi  ... 
t  dkPitlion  «  ht'thrr  ihc  tampUliiMi ' 
win  awukert  him  from  hi*  OatUKll 
Rambler  wiu  put)|iAhiiift,  which  ca 


Lfwtl   Itityiton, 

'  >titl*oli    U  III 

inutlia)  t*\iS 

-    '       Uilt 

ward 

!'-  hU 


tbo  profkrletor  of  It,  Cavr,  t>}ld  tnt  that  cwi>>  *xi  Acldum  trnt 
to  tm  pTMi  till  lale  In  th«  nlgbt  tivfora  the  day  of  publica- 
tion ,*•_  M  *  ftR  u  a  no  . 

'  I  havp  hiul  ioQulrjr  mH'lr  in  Ir^l  >  v.  but 

do  not  And  U  r»«oll«t«d  there,      I  ly  l^^ 

Ilr.  JTtthrnf.n,  tr>  wMf  h  mii;T  tM»   if!*-  l'tji- 


Hllh 


liul  w  lUk  an  E>Lu<,'rViiUMU  limL  U  bu  tjetoi  n^uint, 
lU>U<li«lin>  March,  i77()«— Caoaia. 


tlicJuni 


mmM 
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and  to  exalt  and  ini-j:" 
The  Stuarts  1i.ivl-  r.-.. 
dead  cannot  pny  for  v>r:i 
reward,  oppose  the  \\'\\. 
remains  still  nmon^  u-, 
zeal  for  truth,  a  ilcsir..  : 
sition  to  fuKhioii." 

In  thi>  vfur  1  ii;i^ 
private  lf(itf  wr  '•  • 
friemis.     Ii  .-1»'>.i, 
at  this  piri'il   I  :. 
hUtorv  (»r  til. 
oftlu;'Hri::«';  . 
for  nm-'iv    ■ 
SeptiMiil- 

Ilir^l.   ..1    '■•. 
pri'tti-.! 
His  I..  ;■ 
down  I    ■ .. 

IIU'I'I- 

«.'!«>.. 
tin;- 
t:»'". 


.-    .    '**^ 


^        .*»ii<r»»w  the 

'^  •  ^    ^«a    o  «vCTill 
■*^        "^ "     .,^^    a  -Tutlu  the 

cC.      :*w**«*»^-  ^  attor- 
'"  j.4»..u.>;t».wboisthe 

'     ^  t.--   >  >»r.  Kvvlosbe- 

'"  ^ .  Jv»o;«c  t«w»ary 

'^      ^^  ,"iavil  w  publisli 

'^^"^    ».*»t^>vrk  wntra- 

"    '"^    ,    Ur.  Mai'kenzie. 
'    1^    .    r*uvl  to  Ik?  very 

^    ^  "    ^..c».4faWKV  i*  dithcult  of 

•*  *^^^  ^"^  ^..  ^.(•u'tbi  prfsent  at 

"     '    '*!  -jv.   s»  ,>»i»nUoiuv  or  by 

*  v.*j*  :K^c«•«lio^^  of  n  copy 

■^  "^    \.  K.  xsut^  puWishcs  it  Jis 

^       Iv   ux  ;i\'  ^■^^'*»■.     Johnson, 
"^>^.i.a  K'AtunM  of  his  litc- 
'^  ..j^  v.i  J.eUuiV  to  liny  at- 
^,ri^   .K>u»*ooJhor*: 


^^^>t>% 


'  s  V    V 


.     .,      lu  »-••  *  I*  \\\*  rltTKynian  who 
lUlli.      Ill  Attempting  to 


V  >>  ^/    ^     ...\»»H  \\\  till*  Avon,  ho,  Unrt>tlier 

V  ^  \"^*    !.*..•».'  iiM  »l"«  i»'*t  uicmili  arc  Mime 


'JlCrSOX  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

••  Inner  Temple  Lane,  Jan.  IS.  17 

S^MBK  Madam,  —  I  ought  to  have  be 

,     v»  -fear  with  repairing  the  onniwtions  of 

'    ^^  :m.'v  bave  told  you  sooner,  what  I  can  alv 

.■M :  wa  'Ticfa  truth,  that  I  wish  you   long  life 

^fffdtf^  alwaya  increasing  till  it  shall  end  at 

i  .  JK  MppiDcv  of  heaven. 

!L  Mpt,  my  dear,  you  arc  well  ;  I  am  at 

.caia  JTrtty  much  disordered  by  a  cold  and  cou 

aanc  just  been  blooded,  and  hope  I  shall  be  be 

^  F^7  give  my  love  to  Kitty.    I  should  be 

u  xar  that  she  goes  on  well.     I  am,   ray  dea 

i«ar,  your  most  affectionate  servant, 

MSS.  ••  Sam.  Johnsok. 


He  this  year  lent  his  friendly  assistanc 
•.vrrect  and  improve  a  pamphlet  written  by 
GwyUf  the  archit(>ct,  entitled  ^^Thoughti 
the  Coronation  of  George  III."  ♦ 

Johnson  had  now  for  some  years  admi 
Mr.  Baretti  to  his  intimacy ;  nor  did  t 
friendship  cease  upon  their  being  separate! 
Baretti's  revisiting  his  native  country,  B8 
pears  from  Johnson's  letters  to  him. 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  BARETTI 
At  Milan.* 

"  Loodon,  June  10. 1' 
*'  You  reproach  me  very  oflcn  with  parsimo 
writing ;  but  you  may  discover,  by  the  estc 
my  paper,  that  I  design  to  recompense  ran' 
length.     A  short  letter  to  a  distant  friend  ia,  i 
opinion,  an  insult  like  that  of  a  slight  bow  oi 
sory  salutation  ; — a  proof  of  unwillingness 
much,  even  where  there  is  a  necessity  oi 
something.     Yet  it  must  be  remembered,  tfa 
who  continues  the  same  course  of  life  in  the 
place,  will  have  little  to  tell.      One  week  an 
year  are  very  like  one  another.    The  silent  ct 
made  by  him  are  not  always  perceived ;  and  i 
are  not  perceived,  cannot  be  recounted, 
risen  and  lain  down,  talked  and  mused,  whi 
have  roved  over  a  considerable  part  of  Europ 
I  have  not  envied  my  Baretti  any  of  his  plet 
though,  perhaps,  I  have  envied  others  his  con: 
and  I  am  glad  to  have  other   nations   mai 
quaintcd  with   the  character  of  the  English 
travclUr  who  has  so  nicely  inspected  our  m; 
and  so  successfully  studied  our  literature, 
ceivcd  your  kind  letter  from  Falmouth,  in 
you  gave  me  notice  of  your  departure  for  1 
and  anotlier  from   Lisbon,  in  which  you  t 
that  you  were  to  leave  Portugal  in  a  fen 
To  either  of  these  how  could  any  answer 
turned  ?     I  have  had  a  third  from  Turir 
plaining  that   I   have  not  answered  the 


3  llpnrr  Macknnxio,  Eso.  died  at  Kdinbarfch,  Jan 
in  l)i«  eifchty-aixth  year.    He  was  ui  intimate  friei 

I  Walter  Scott's,  who  hai  written  hi*  lire,  and  at  wb 
1  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  that  amiable  ol^ 

,  Croksr,  IS46 

'      *  The  original!  of  Dr.  Jolmton'i  three  letters  t 

,  rntti.  which  are  among  the  very  best  he  ever  wi 
rommunicatod  to  the  proprietors  of  that  Instrurti** 
gant  monthly  miscellanv,  "JThc  European  Maft 


V..».:'  ^s/l••|f  "  lies. -CsoaEa.  |  which  they  first  appeared. —Boswbll 


jour  affeeciolu  maj  b«  gained.    I 

jtm  happy  wherever  yoti  arc :   yet  I 

re   jrtiu  wish   to  return  to  England.      If 

u-^  II  wtU  rind  the  kmdueis 

cd-     To  tell  you  how 

fin^ifies   ...^    .;..,..c   afttr    you,    would   be 

Of  if  not  tiidtoua,  would  be  Tain ;  tiecause 

6«s  tt»lcl  in  «  Ttry  few  word*,  that  all  wha 

y«u   wi*b  you  well ;  ind   that  all  that  you 

aat  yaur  dvpariur?,  will  caress  you  at  your 

kre  do  not  let  Italian  academiciiins 

\im   drire  U*  from    your   thoughts. 

UDOQg  ii»  wliat  you  will    leave  bo- 

acy  conDotv     Yet  I  shall  not 

^1 0W  invitation*  «liould   be  rcjt?cted  : 

ft  plaanire  in  being   coosidt^rable  at 

ia  not  cantly  nni!(tc>d. 

.  '  T  lithwttll '  to  Venice,  you 

1 1  contract:  yet  I  would 

liim  from   your  notice, 

ich  acqiuhitiince  as  may 

'  iii«g   hy  his  owu   follies, 

fMienuL  care  both  of  hi«  tafety 

•  fnay  comv  wiihi«  your  power. 

1 1  I  ik  you  for  any  such  gratuitoas 

y  will  not  blame  you  for  any 

.|j|#nii,  whether  they  thank  you  or 

we  h»irr  a  new  kinir  and  a  new 
Of  the  new  pirUanienl  ritzhcibert  u 
Wv  were  90  wvary  of  our  old   king, 
at.  i>j«ed  Willi  lii»  tuccesMv;  of 

V  3  inclin^  to  hope  great  tbingi^ 

«  tm  -u«  inrgtit  .tiready  to  believe  them.   The 
m  M  fciitt»erto  blameless ;  but  it  would    be 
U>  CTpert  much  from  tlie  immaturity 
ft»r%,  and  the  ignorance   of  princely 
1J«  ha«  been  long  in  the  luincU  of  the 
IM  alroHly  faTourrd  them  more  than  the 


Ika.  TIkmbm  Anhur  SouibwHK  tffterwarda 

iiir(iniltha«xhlNtlim 
.  tw  wMfh  mnnkind 

twlth. 

!Hr  the 
■  •  J. .:  .:iyuold*. 


of  llnu.  «• 


mid  lovmt  of  art  Surely  life,  if  it  be  not  long,  ii 
tediouSf  since  we  are  forced  to  call  in  the  a&siiitancc 
of  so  many  trifles  to  rid  u%  of  our  time,  —  of  that 
time  which  never  can  return,  * 

"  I  know  ray  Buretti  will  not  be  Mtisficd  with  a 
letter  in  wliich  I  give  him  nuaccount  of  myself :  yet 
what  account  shall  I  give  him  ?  I  hnve  not,  Mnce 
the  day  of  our  separation,  «ufieri'd  or  done  any 
thing  considerable,  'Flie  only  change  in  my  way 
of  life  is,  that  I  have  fre<]«ented  the  theatre  more 
than  in  former  seasons.  Dut  I  have  gone  thither 
only  to  escape  from  uiykelf.  We  have  hml  many 
new  farces,  and  the  comedy  called  *  The  Jcaloua 
Wife,'"  which,  though  not  written  with  much 
genius,  was  yet  so  wi-ll  adapted  to  the  stage,  and  so 
well  eshibited  by  the  acton,  that  it  was  crowded 
for  near  twenty  nights,  I  am  digressing  fi-om 
myself  to  the  playhouse ;  but  a  barren  plan  must 
be  Hlled  mth  episodes.  Of  myself  I  have  nothing 
to  say,  but  that  I  have  hithurto  lived  M-ithoul  the 
concurrence  of  my  own  judgment ;  yet  I  continue 
to  flatter  my^elf^  that,  when  you  return,  you  will 
find  me  mended.  I  do  not  wonder  that,  where  th« 
monastic  life  is  permitted » every  order  finds  votaries* 
and  every  monastery  inhabitants.  Men  witl  submit 
to  any  rule,  hy  which  they  tnay  be  exempted  from 
the  tyranny  of  caprice  and  of  chance.  They  are 
glad  to  supply  by  external  authority  thetr  own 
want  of  constancy  and  resolution,  and  court  the 
government  of  others,  when  long  experience  has 
convinced  them  of  their  own  inability  to  govern 
themselves.  If  I  were  to  visit  Italy,  my  eurioMty 
would  be  more  attracted  by  convctit*^  than  by 
palaces ;  though  I  am  afraid  that  I  should  find  ex* 
pectation  in  both  places  equally  disappointed,  and 
life  in  both  places  supported  with  impatience  and 
quitted  with  reluctance.  That  it  must  be  so  soon 
quitted,  is  a  powerful  remedy  against  impatience ; 
but  what  shall  free  us  frxtm  reluctance?     Tboae 


befor*  me.    If<^  said,  that  »m  mor*  than  h(i  would  do.  for 

In  hii  wIjf:i1.j  Itfr  hr-  wr?*  rpvcr  captiblc  of  dlMvmlng  lite 


•ul 

ITIH' 

(TttTif.  nur  i[M'  nnrtrirjiiy  m  cf 

h  La  iinretktDif  Of  «*aa  to  nt(^ 
Rf-nrrnt,  he  Hm  been  heard  bO  i 
Idoaii,      '  " '    " 


n  the  ptrturi!  aihI  (he 
.     To  ib«  dcUifhTt  of 
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The  following  Tetter,  wUioh,  o| 
its  mtrinsic  merit,  it  would  huve  j 
both  to  JobnsoD  and  the  public  Ui 
held,  was  obtftined  tor  me  by  the 
my  friend  Mr.  Sewiird  :— 


who  have  endeavoured  to  t«-ach  ua  to  die  well,  tMive 
tAught  ft'W  to  die  willingly  :  yet  I  cannot  but 
hope  that  a  good  life  might  end  at  last  in  a  con- 
tented death. 

**  You  see  to  what  a  train  of  thought  I  urn  dmvirn 
by  the  mention  of  myseir  Let  me  now  turn  my 
Attention  upon  you.  I  hope  you  take  care  to  keep 
an  c%act  journal,  and  to  remitter  all  occurrences 
and  ubsvrvations ;  for  your  friends  here  expect 
mch  a  book  of  trareU  as  haa  not  been  oAen  seen. 
You  have  gtren  us  good  rpecimenii  in  your  letteri 
from  Ltsbon.  1  wiib  you  had  staid  longer  in  Spain, 
fur  no  country  ia  ten  known  to  the  reat  of  Europe; 
but  the  quicknett  of  your  diBcemmcnt  must  make 
amends  fur  the  celerity  of  your  motaons.  He  ttiat 
know%  which  way  to  direct  bb  view,  sees  much  in 
a  little  time. 

••  Write  to  me  very  o(\en,  and  I  will  not  neglect 
to  write  to  you  ;  and  I  may,  perhaps,  in  tlmef  get 
luruethiiig  to  write  :  at  least,  you  will  know  by  my 
letters,  whatever  elae  they  may  have  or  want,  that 
I  cimtinue  to  be,  your  moat  aflTeetionMe  friend. 
**  Sam.  Johnsoj*/* 

In  1762  be  wrote  for  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kennedy, 
rector  of  Bradley  in  Derbyshire,  in  a  strain 
of  very  courtly  elegance,  a  Dedication  to  the 
Kinj!^*  of  that  gentleman's  work,  entitled 
*'  A  complete  System  of  AstronoiniciLl  Chro- 
nology, unfolding  the  Scriptures.**  He  had 
certainly  looked  at  this  work  before  it  was 
printed  ;  for  the  concluding  para^aph  is  on- 
douhtedly  of  bis  compoaition,  of  whit:h  let  my 
readers  judge :  — 

**  Thus  have  I  cndearourcd  to  free  religion  and 
hii^tory  from  the  darkne!»&  of  a  disputed  and  uncer- 
tain chronology ;  from  difficulties  which  have 
htthtrto  appeared  Insuperable,  and  darkneiia  which 
no  luminary  of  learning  hoa  hitherto  been  able  to 
dissipate.  I  have  established  the  truth  of  the 
Momical  account,  by  evidence  which  no  transcrip- 
tion can  corrupt,  no  negligence  c^n  los«,  and  no 
interest  can  pervert.  I  have  fthcwn  that  the  uni^ 
▼erse  bear^  witneu  to  the  inspiration  of  its  h'utorlan, 
by  the  revolution  of  its  orba  and  the  succe^ion  of 
its  seasons  ;  that  th«  ttart  in  their  cauraet  fi^ht 
againgt  incredulity,  that  the  works  of  God  give 
hourly  confirmation  to  the  IttWt  the  pruphtU^  and 
the  ijo$ptllt  of  which  one  d*iy  ttlleth  nnothert  and  out 
»*%yh(  ctriijirth  anoiher ;  and  thjit  the  validity  of  the 
Kdcred  writings  never  can  be  denied,  while  the  moon 
ihall  increaie  and  wane,  and  the  sun  shall  know  his 
going  down.'' 

He  this  year  wrote  also  the  Dedication  f  to 
the  Earl  of  Middlesex  of  Mrs.  Lenox's  "  Fe- 
male Quixote,"  and  the  Preface  to  the  "Cata- 
logue of  the  Artista*  Exhibition.^t 


I     ll^nrtm    1    jv.-<,ri 


fonsjiil  iij  aCi|i, 
to  <hi?  W\'H   I 
•bort  tlnii!,  ■!)  { 
ooinpetant  fort u up    ' 
ofCwwiada.    Herrf*i 
■lain  wmA  to  Gran . 
■•■aiaLapd  mad*  U 


ii^n  ««i  iwvmi  in  Oalwa^,  tn  Ir»» 

!<-»iaa  of  metliclne, 

ir>  London  In  1760. 

u  ion*  of  the  lUj,  and 

.  Ur.  JiilHiiQTi.     lo  1762  he  went 

\..p  prjictlveil  At  a  ijliyfclclui  for  a 

limp  clifil  oOicef,  nrniifluUled  a 

',i-<i  in  «ttAtai  in  the  liliind 

id  In  ITTOj   bMl,  In  I7T»» 

<     wai  Appainted  attoropf- 

»t.\luitinLii»re  of  Lord  Mac- 


jjHBff,  who  beeama  forenwr  M  that  taUnd  in  1774.     By  the 
fliflim  of  Granada  l^  tlie  Frendu,  to  1779,  L«wtl  MacarUiej' 


paS 


JOHNSON  TO  DR.  STA 

'■  DzAK  Sia^ «-  I  make  ha^te  to  < 
kind  letter,  in  hope  of  hearing  agf 
before  you  leave  us.  I  cannot  but  | 
man  of  your  qualificationt  should  flnj 
to  seek  an  eslablisbment  in  Guadslai 
a  peace  should  restore  to  the  French, 
it  aome  alleriation  of  the  loss,  that  i^ 
likewise  Dr.  Staunton  to  the  Engtiib 

"  It  is  a  melancholy  consideration  J 
of  our  time  ix  neceaurily  to  be  spent  i 
of  living,  and  that  we  can  seldom  m 
one  respect  but  by  rougning  it  in  all 
suppose  wc  are  by  tlils  disj^ensation  ni 
•n  tile  whole,  than  if  the  spontaned 
Nature  poured  all  that  wc  want  into  | 
few,  if  they  were  left  thus  to  themi 
perlmps,  stpend  their  time  in  laudable] 
the  greater  part  would  prey  upon  the 
other,  or,  in  the  want  of  other  objecll 
upon  themselves. 

**  This,   however,    is    our  cnnditio| 
mu*t  improve  nxid   solace  as  we  can : 
we  cjuinot  choose   always  our  place 
we  may  in  crory  place  ftnd   rational 
and  pouess  in  every  place  the  coinforti 
a  pure  conscience, 

**  In  America  there  is  little  to  be  ob 
natural  curiosities-  Tlie  new  worl 
many  vegetables  and  animab  with  wf 
phers  are  but  little  acquainted.  1  h^ 
Hirnish  yourself  with  some  books  of  n4 
and  iiume  glasses  and  other  instruit 
servation.  Trust  as  little  as  you  cm 
emamine  all  you  can  by  your  own  | 
not  doubt  but  you  will  he  able  to  | 
knowledge,  and,  pt^rhaps  to  medi 
nations  tnwt  to  simples  ;  and,  perhapiw 
bark  \n  not  the  only  specific  which  ifej 
regions  may  afford  us. 

"  Wherever  you  are,  and  whatever! 
tune,  be  certain,  dear  Sir,  that  you  c$ 
my  kind  wishes ;  and  that  whethefi 
hither,  or  stay  in  the  other  heinis|| 
that  yovt  arc  happy  will  give  pleasure 
most  affectionate  bumble  servant, 

«  Sam.  , 

A  lady  having  at  this  timo  so1m| 
obtain  the  Archbishop  of  Cant^bf 

! 

Icwl  bti  KOTertiment,  and  Stauntmi  hU.  pronc-H 
to  Knftand  with.  It  li  lupposri^ 
fortimo.      Ho.  howrver,  had 
friendcbip,  and  he  BCcon)pjmi>  /  i 

1781  ;  and  for  hU  dlitliu  j 

resldetiop  therebad  a  tx*!''  " 

him.  In  I7M,  hy  the  Kaut  i 
liaTonet.    When  Lord  Ma»:n,rt n- 
bratedeinlMU«y  to  China.  SlrC*. 
him  u  McreCary  and  minhtpr  y,\'  y 

Ktioiint  of  that  cnbauy  l«  witll  U^^,■n ,,  .ie 
JanuAry  14.  imi,  and  was  Iniried  la  Waiod 
Caoikta.  I' 


^T.  ^3. 
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i6e  1o  hmrc  her  son  sent  to  the  University,  — 
"•or  riftbfww*  ^oHntJitTnn?  which  ttre  too  rreunent^ 
•rf  ilir  a  |»ari;i«*iilHr  ol»je«'t» 

«!■  .  ty,  or  the  op|K)rtunity 

rstiiiji  whom  tbey  solicit  hitve  to 
— ^he   wrote  tfi   her   the  fi»IIowijijf 
»l>y  of  which  I  am  favourea 
I  iimier ',  Master  of  Enmnuel 


i^nr-,   v.. 


^hi^ 


JOHNSON*  TO  MRS. 


*' Juntf  a  I762> 
*MAJiiM, — ^1  hope  you  will  bflicvc  iliat  my 
Msy  in  r"»"^'"i"  •  lour  letter  could  proceed  only 
IVwst  fi)  MiMs  to  destroy   nny  hope  that 

yon  h»ti  I  I  lope  U  itsc'lf  a  species  of  hnppi- 

mpm»  mnd^  ^criuipv  the  chief  happmes  which  thif 
vmU    mfTt^*-    li?it,  tike   lU   other  pleasures    iiU' 
■■JCfBt'  '  '''■  the  excc^M!.«  of  bop«  inus.t  be 

and    eipectatiuii*    improperly 
li.  .....^.   v>,J  in  di«ppointment-     If  it  be 

«1»al  ^»  thir  irnproper  cipeetation  which  it 

u«  to  indtitji^e,  e&perieiice  will  quickly 

thai  it  i*  audi   e&pect)tion  a^    i«  dictated, 

^  ft^wEMi,   but  by  desire;   eipecialion  raised, 

)  occurrences  of  life,  but  by  the 

-Unt;  nn   expectutiun   that   re- 

t-  nj    ii.ni  .i.r.i  coume  of  things  to  be  changed, 

tW  prQdml  rule*  of  action  to  be  broken. 

Mr'Wa    yvu    nuide  your    request   to    me,  you 

liMC  CDmidered*    Madain,  what   you  were 

y<M  Ask    me  to  solicit  a  ^reat  man,  to 

1  tm*tt  «p<>ke,  for  a  young  per»on  whom  I 

mt  mmu  tipcm  *  supposition  which  I  had  no 

of  kiw»-"  -  •  '  '■    true      There  is  no  reason 

aaMU>'  .real,   I  should  choone  to 

loir  t)i«  i>.  nor  why,  among  all  the 

otillvru    of  hi*  bounty,    the    Archbishop 
eh*vy^  yoMT   vrn.      I   know,  MAdom.  bow 
Mtted,   when   interest 
Ml,  you  must  allow, 
Cfw-  V  iii^it  sihuuid  be  done  by 

t  !  ituin  may   do  wiib  equal 

,1  :!,  no  matt  can  do  properly. 

It  tonnr  vvry  particular  relation  both  to  the 
J|#t*»fHt%/^  anrf  tn  rmi.  If  I  could  help  you  in 
f^r  means,  it  would  giro  me 
.1.1  is  so  very  remote  from 
rnrinuj.1,  ii  u  i  Khnot  comply  with  it,  but 
r»|i  uf  vtich  lln»^rer  and  suspicions  as  I  bo- 
5«>n  do  not  wi»l»  me  to  undergo. 
t  Imitc  i»en  vuur  »nn  this  morning  ;  he  seems 
a  THRTT  fi^otli*  ami  will,   perhaps,  find   some  better 


iborti  »l  IMc^vt.  In  173A,  sml 
ii  ii  he  brratnc 

.11.  u  Dr. 
Hit  •Mil]  i«  (;i.ji  Uir  »ter  to 
Ih*  l^caralny  of  5luk«peare.'*  He 
Line.  am. 

i.^A  .....,- ^in>..  With  Ml*  C4it- 

'ft  MiM  Cottem) 
«>l«.  «l)o  t»««aiar) 

A  vomjui 

I  litliuidlnif 

1    hi    I  Ktrr 

,.,fi/   ••■i-it.-.i   t..   ^   u,.u.  a(  fortune, 

out  nf  ^*f!X^    pci*««iiitona.      Johnann 

arfd  »Ub  th«  uiiirviili  oC  Ihii  Iriui*' 


friend  thnn  I  can  prociun*  him  t  but  though  be 
should  at  lust  mis*  the  unii^eriity,  fae  may  stiiJ  b« 
wife,  useful,  and  happy.  I  am,  Madam«  your  most 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Johxsok." 


JOHNSON  TO  BARETTI, 
At  Milam, 

"lioodoo.  July  ».  1765. 

*'  SiK,  —  However  justly  you  moy  accuse  me  for 
want  of  punctuality  in  correspondence,  I  am  not  so 
tar  lost  in  negligence  as  to  omit  the  opportunity 
of  writing  to  you,  which  Mr,  Beauclerk's  panage 
through  Milan  afibrds  me. 

"  1  suppose  you  received  the  Idlers,  and  I  in- 
tend that  you  shall  soon  receive  Shakspeare,  that 
you  may  explain  bis  works  to  the  ladiea  of  Italy. 
and  tell  them  the  story  of  the  editor,  among  tlie 
other  strange  narratives  with  which  your  long  re- 
sidence in  this  unknown  region  has  supplied  you. 

♦*  As  you  have  now  been  long  away,  I  suppose 
your  curiosity  nwy  pant  for  mme  news  of  your  old 
friends.  Miss  Williams  and  I  live  much  as  «ve 
did.  Miss  Cottcrel  still  continues  to  cling  to  INIrs. 
Porter,  and  Charlotte  Is  now  big  of  the  fourth 
cliUd.'  Mr.  Reynolds  gets  sii  thousands  a  year. 
Levett  is  lately  married,  not  without  much  suspi- 
cion that  be  has  been  wretchedly  chented  in  his 
match."  Mr.  Chambers  is  gone  this  day,  for  the 
first  time,  the  circuit  with  the  Judges.  Mr. 
Richardion  *  is  dead  of  an  apoplexy,  and  his  second 
daughter  *  has  married  a  merchant. 

•'  My  vanity,  or  my  kindnesc,  makes  roc  flatter 
myself,  that  you  would  rather  hear  of  me  than  of 
those  whom  I  have  mentioned  '^  but  of  myself  I 
have  very  little  which  I  care  to  telh  Last  winter 
I  went  down  to  my  native  town,  where  I  found  the 
streets  much  narrower  and  shorter  than  1  thought 
1  had  left  them,  inhabited  by  a  new  race  of  pe*»ple, 
to  whom  1  was  very  little  known,*  My  play- 
fellows were  grown  old,  and  forced  me  to  tu«p<K;t 
that  1  was  no  longer  young.  My  only  remaining 
friend  *  has  changed  his  principles,  and  was  become 
the  tool  of  the  predominant  faction.  .My  daughtvr- 
in-law,  from  whom  I  expected  most,  and  whom  1 
met  with  sincere  benevolence,  has  los^t  tlie  bvaiity 
and  gaiety  of  youth,  without  having  gained  murb 
of  the  wisdom  of  age.  I  wandered  about  for  five 
days,  and  took  the  first  convenient  opportunity  of 
returning  lo  a  place,  where,  if  there  is  not  much 
liappiuess,  there  is,  at  least,  such  ■  diversity  of 
good  ami  evil,  that  tilight  vetAiionii  do  not  Hx  upon 
the  heart. 

**  I  think  in  a  few  weeks  to  try  another  eicur* 
sion ;  though  to    what  end  ?     Let  tarn  knovr.  my 

AitloH.  rli<»   ArsblAn  Nls^t*    WH'rnrJ  f..m(nAr    ivrurn-ntr*. 


'    s^mufl    Kichitr  I 


M<>  CL'ntttiurd  till  bli 
I    CUrlt**.  4c,.  .JI«J 
4m«itu«Dti(.  ifiurM  Edward  Brldftn, 


hud  til 


■  pii^l.. 


Hit   IT'il.  — PNotttS. 
.  llijit  ird Ciioii.tS4 
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Baretti,  what  has  been  the  result  of  your  return  to 
your  own  country  :  whether  time  has  made  any 
alteTati<jn  for  the  better,  and  whether,  when  the 
lirst  ra[iturea  of  salutation  wure  over,  you  did  not 
find  your  thoughts  coufe^ed  their  disappointment, 

"  Moral  satUences  appear  ostentatious  and  tumid, 
when  they  have  no  greater  oocaAions  than  the 
journey  of*  a  wit  to  his  own  tuwu  :  yet  such  plea- 
sures and  such  pains  make  up  the  general  mass  of 
life ;  and  as  notliing  is  little  to  him  that  feels  it 
with  great  sensibility,  a  mind  able  to  see  common 
incidents  in  their  reul  state  is  disposed  by  very 
common  incidents  to  very  serious  contemplations. 
Let  us  trust  that  a  time  will  come,  when  the  pre- 
sent moment  slmll  bL>  no  longer  irk^iome;  when  we 
shall  nut  borrow  all  our  tiappine^  from  hope*  which 
at  last  is  to  end  in  dtsappuintment. 

"  I  beg  that  you  will  shew  Mr,  Beauclerk  all  the 
civilities  which  you  have  in  your  power ;  for  he  lias 
always  been  kind  to  me. 

"  I  have  lately  seen  Mr.  Stratlco,  ProfrMSor  of 
Padua,  who  has  told  me  of  your  quarrel  with  an 
Abliot  of  the  Celestine  order  ;  but  had  not  the  par- 
ticulars very  ready  in  his  memory.  When  you 
write  to  Mr.  Morsili,  let  him  know  that  1  re- 
memlier  him  with  kindness. 

*•  May  you,  my  Boretti,  be  very  happy  at  Milan, 
or  some  other  place  nearer  to.  Sir,  your  most 
sIftNitionate  bumble  servant,        Sam.  Johmsok." 

The  accession  of  George  the  Third  to  the 
throne  of  these  kingdoms  opened  a  new  and 
brighter  prc>9[X}ct  to  men  of  hterary  merit,  who 
hftd  been  honoured  with  no  mark  of  royal 
fjivour  in  the  preceding  reign.  Hia  present 
Majesty's  ediit'ation  in  this  country^  as  well  iiH 
hia  t4istc  and  beneficence  y>romptod  him  to  be 
the  piitron  of  science  and  the  arU ;  and  early 
this  year,  Johason  having  been  represented  to 
him  as  a  very  learned  and  ffood  man,  without 
any  certain  provision,  his  ^lajesty  was  pleased 
to  grant  him  a  penmon  of  three  hundred  pound* 
a  year.  The  Earl  of  fiute,  who  was  then 
Prime  JGniater,  had  the  honour  to  announce 
this  instance  of  his  Sovereign's  bounty*  con- 
cerning which,  many  and  various  stories,  all 
equidly  erroneouB,  have  been  propanrated  ;  ma- 
lit'iou^ly  representing  it  as  a  political  bribe  to 
Johnson,  to  desert  his  avowed  principles,  and 
become  the  tool  of  a  government  which  he  held 
to  l>e  founded  in  usurpation.  I  have  taken 
care  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  refiite  them 
from  the  most  authentic  information.  Lord 
Bute  told  me,  that   Mr.  Wedderburnei    now 


■  Tti.To  ti  iv>  rioubt  that  these  punphlets  ecmUiDBd  John- 

n'.'tnt,  but  !Mr.  Honrviri  ittttuineut  tectni 

I  111  tuino  sdinUted  (ucU.    One,  at  tcait,  of 

,  hi  Patriot,  wu^'cmUeii  for"  by   hlipoh- 

iirm  <riii»a«.  ( »w  post.  IcMer  to  Mr.  BoswcU.  Hof .  W.  1774) ; 

rimI  two  or  the  others  were  (tee  post,  letter  to    Langtoo, 

March  SO,  1771,  iitd  March  21. 1775)  sutHnlUod  to  tbc  rovlilon 

Slid  cflirreetlOD  ormlnliitin-i.  —  CaoRKR. 

'  Thh  *Ai  fatd  by  Lon)  Bute.  AS  Dr.  Bamef  wv  la~ 
foniiM  W  Johr>*0(i  hlinif^ir,  In  sniwer  to  s  queftiou  which  be 
put,  prrrlonti)'  to  tiU  accopisnce  of  the  Inlendod  bountj:  — 
''  IViijr,  mjr  lord,  tfhnt  «m  I  expected  to  do  for  tbU  pcnilon  ?'' 
—  MALur^s. 

'  Sui'h  fHTOur*  sre  never  conferred  nnder  erortu  condl- 
tluuft  of  future  lervlllty,-.  (he  phrue*  u»ed  ou  Itiks  ocoulon 
hnre  been  eflnplojred  iu  all  liratlar  CAt^«,  but  tbry  a.ro  here 
IniUted  Oh  by  Mr.  BuiwuU,  in  order  to  roeuiKlte  Jobntuo'i 


Lord  Longhboroagh,  wa«  the  jierton 
mentioned  this  subject  to  him.  Lord  I^ 
boroiij^h  told  me,  that  the  pension  wns  £n*B 
to  Jtihnson  solely  as  the  reward  of  his  lit« 
merit,  without  any  stipulation  whatcvei 
even  tacit  understantlin*^  that  be  t$houhl  i 
for  administratt(»n.  lias  Lordship  added^ 
he  was  confident  the  politieul  tracta  w 
Johnson  afterwitrds  did  write^  as  tliey  • 
entirely  consonant  with  his  own  opin 
would  have  Ijeen  written  by  him,  thuugl 
penRJon  had  been  granted  to  him.* 

Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan  and  Mr,  Murphy* 
then  I  i veil  a  good  deal  l>oth  with  him  aod 
Wedderburne,  told  me^  that   fhey   previc 
talked  with  Johnson  upon  this   matter, 
that  it  was  perfectly  understood  by  all  pa 
that  the  pension  was  merely  honorary, 
Joshua  Reynoldjt  told  me,  that  JohnsoA  d 
on  him  after  his  Majesty's  intention  had  i 
notified  to  him,  and  said  he  wished  to  coi 
his  friends  as  to  tbc  propriety  of  hi^  iHM-eii 
this  mark  of  the  royal  favour,  atl' 
tions  which  he  had  given  in  his  1  * 
nension  and  pefuionera.     He  said  lie  iihoult 
have  Sir  Joshua's  answer  till  next  dnv,  1 
he  would  call  again,  and  desired  hu  n>igut  i 
of  it.    Sir  Josbtia  answered  that  he  was 
to  give  his  opinion  then,  that  ther 
objection  to  his  receiving  from  tli 
ward  for  literary  merit ;  and  that  ici  uuui 
definitions  in  his  Dictionary  were  not  sppli 
to  him.    Johnson,  it  should  seejn,  waft  Bltti 
for  he  did  not  call  again  till  he  had  atiO 
the  pension,  and  had  waited  on  Lord  Bi 
thank  him.      He  then  told  8ir  Joabut 
Lord  Bute  said  to  htm  expressly*  *•  It  i 
given  you  for  any  thing  you  arc  to  do,  b 
what  you  have  done.***   llis  Lordship,  h< 
behaved  in  the  handsomest  manner.     E 
peated  the  words  twice,  that  he  might  bl 
Johiiaon  heard  them,  and  thus   set  his 
perfectly  at  ease.  This  nobleman,  who  ha 
BO  virulently  abused,  acted  with  great  I 
in  this  instance,  and  displayed  a  mind 
liberal.      A  minister  of  a  more 
ielfiih  disposition  would  biive  availf 
of  such  an  opportunity  to  fix  an  imi 
gation  on  a  man  of  Johnson^s  powc 
to  give  him  his  support.' 

Sir.  Murphy*  and  the  late  Mr. 
severally  contended  for  the  di«tincii< 


eoadoct  on  this  occasion,  with  his  definitions  of ; 
pemnonrr —  Csokbr. 

*  This  !■  aot  correct.  Mr  Murphy  >Jli1  not  **(_ 
dlitliirtlon"  witJ>  Mr  Sherld*n.  HfClMmM.  w^} 
ftr»l  »Ufge«tlon  tu  Lord  [,oiiirhboroii> "  '  ' 
firom  his  iordibip  to  Johninn,  ^^ 
Loughborough,  who,  pcrhnp*.  wju  <  r  q| 

builnirii.  bid  authority  to  m*'hliur>  w        i-.    -am 

aualnicd  with  Johnion  ;  but,  haf  inj^  hritfil  ttitM-M 
cpenilenc  «pir1t,  snd  of  the  downrsll  of  O^horne^f 
■PlkT.hr  did  not  know  but  hlfettencvalriur  nDahi  ti 
with  s  folio  un  hit  head.     He  deiir>  "!i 

Menioln  to  undertake  the  t*Mk.     '1  (i 

opportunltf  of  doinjr  to  much  irood  '■  >p 

IQ  bl«  life.     He  went,  without  delay  :  ik 

inner   Tempts   hAne,  which,   in    fi  ^» 

wrctcbMlnvsi.     By  ilow  and  itudied  l> 


iBT.53. 
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been  th<?  fimt 


Lon^t]»  Mid  ''  I 


ioneJ  to  Mr.  Wed- 

I  to  liuvii  ii  pension. 

tliis  to  Lord  Lcmglibarough, 

if  he  reeollecU'd  the  prime 

V      M,  "All  hia  friends 

liim  that  Mr.  She- 

'  lim  to  it,  hia 

And  it  is 

!ii^>   .a;,  ,  ;.,  . Itlan  told  me, 

<^mmuniGal4?d  to  Dr.  Johnson 

ri  wua  to  be  ifriinted  hini,  he  re- 


nlMKi  m  «  icrvouf  of  ^atitude,  *•  The  English 
lii^gVMC  d^rt«  nut  anord  ine  tcmis  adequate 
l»  my  feelings  on  this  occatiiuu,  I  mast  have 
tn  ih««  Krcnch.  I  rid  penelri  with  his 
<i.*'  When  I  repeated  this 
did  not  contradict  it. 
of  pension  and  pensioner^ 
f  he  iatiricttl  rersea  of  Pope, 
"ly  true;  and 
Uere  may  be, 
-.  .oaa  jifiven  and 
onouruble  terms, 
mere  was  nothing 
li  oir  humiliating  in  Johusoirts  ac- 
Mf  a  pension  mo  uncouditionollj  and  ao 
oflered  to  him. 
f)oe  dHftin  my  tpadera  longer  by 
'  t  on  Wbieh  I 
of  the  Earl 
111  what  Johnson 
I  tip  having  been 
me  a  copy  of  the 
kCfirr  to  bis  Jate  falher,  winch  does 
both  to  the  writer,  and  to  the 
pcnpom  Co  wlium  it  is  addressed :  — 

ion jt son  TO  the  eael  of  bute. 

"July  ».  1702. 

—  When  the  bill*  ^  were  yesterday 

U)f    Mr.  Wecidcrburne,    I   wa»  in- 

hf  hur>  '••'  •'  '•    <"ttiire    Tavours   wliich    his 

lUJiip's  recommendation. 

■  r  me. 

«lvajf«  re««ivcs  p«rt  of  its  value  from 
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U0  ^mtrmti  M  iniH«i 


l>iiai«>  t  h«  HikH  if  it 


rldently 
,  of  the 
10  imply 


rhnndi. 


the  manner  in  which  it  is  bestowed  :  your  Lord- 
ship's k  t  II J  nii5s  in  eludes  every  circumstance  tbatuui 
Ratify  deUcocy.  or  enforce  obligation.  You  hav« 
confemfd  your  fkvoun  on  a  man  who  has  neither 
alliance  nor  interest,  who  has  not  merited  them  by 
service*,  nor  cimrled  thcra  by  officiousness ;  you 
have  Kparcd  him  the  sbamc  of  solicitation,  and  the 
anxitfty  of  suspense. 

"  What  has  Iwen  thus  elegantly  given,  wiU»  I 
hope,  not  be  reproachfully  enjoyed ;  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  give  your  Lordship  the  only  rccoropencc 
which  generosity  desire%< — the  gratification  of 
finding  that  your  benefits  are  not  improperly  be^ 
stowed.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  LordsJiip's  most 
obliged,  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  tervant, 
♦*  Sam.   Johmsok.*'  ■ 

Tliis  ^ear  hia  friend.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
paid  a  visit  of  some  weeks  to  hie  native  county, 
Devonshire,  in  wbicb  he  was  accompanied  by 
Johnson,  who  was  much  pleased  with  thia 
jaunt,  and  declared  he  had  derived  from  it  a 
great  accession  of  new  ideaa.  He  was  enter- 
tained at  the  scats  of  several  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  in  the  west  of  Knghind  ^ ;  but  the 
greatest  part  of  this  time  was  passed  at  Ply- 
mouth, where  the  magnificence  of  the  navy, 
the  ship-building  and  all  Its  circum9tance&, 
afllirded  him  a  grand  subject  of  contemplation. 
Tlie  Commissioner  of  the  Dock-yard  [Captain 
Francis  Rogers]  paid  him  the  compliment  of 
ordering  the  yacht  to  convey  him  and  his 
friend  to  the  Eddystone,  to  which  they  accord- 
ingly sailed.  But  the  weather  was  so  tempestu- 
ous that  they  cnuld  not  land. 

Reynolds  and  be  were  at  this  time  the  guests 
of  Dr.  Mudge,  the  celebrated  surgeon,  and 
now  physician,  of  that  place,  not  more  distin- 

fuished  for  quickness  of  ports  and  variety  of 
nowledge,  than  loved  and  esteemed  for  his 
amiable  manners  *  ;  and  here  Johiison  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Mudge's  father,  that 
very  eminent  divine,  the  Rev.  Zachariah  Mudge, 
Prebendary  of  Exeter,  who  was  idolised  in  tlic 
west,  both  for  his  excellence  aa  a  preacher  and 
the  uniform  perfect  propriety  of  his  private 


l« » 

uur«^  r*>ckm)«d  too  coar»o 
plU  which  none  of  ui  cin  t 

■"  '   '^ vir  wQ  delight 

■  1  toihow  pv<  ' 

;  ikim   trtrm   il 

for  ouronn  a<oc)>unc«.     Life 
lear  U>  iwiaiow  without  fiMinfi ; 

V.    "•■' ' ' T.ai.d 

''  of 

■  br  ntlrifid  w  h 
,  thflblifNl,  tht 
irore  all  thft 
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net.     H«.'  pfMduMi  ft  tenaoD  purposelv 

Johnt^Mit  inii^  beiir  him;  uid  we  shall 

lec   M  thAt  Johnson  honoured    hh 

I1114IIM  iwioi^  his  character.*     While 

.T  '  Pljnioath,  he  saw  a  great  manj 

s  u>d  wfts  not  Bparing  of  his 

*ii>    cui^rifuiiuBS  conTCTsation.     It  was  here 

UimL  he  Tiaitn  Im  frank  and  trulj  original 

(s.i.r.ML-Irtiii,  tfciii  ■'^orance,  pure  ignonvnce," 

lUM  of  a  wrong  aefinition  in  his 

v>f  the  word  pastern^  to  tlie  no  small 

:   the  litdy  who  put  the  nuestion  to 

having  the  raostprofouna  reverence 

iiH  Um  vliM>raoterf  so  as  almost  to  suppose  him 

nttiowtMl  with  infftUibUity,   expected  to   hear 

<  i  »tioQ  (of  what,  to  be  »ure,  seemed 

:i  common  reader,)  drawn  from  some 

od  source  with  which  she  was  unac- 

.^..  .,.»:.liaa  Reynolds^  to  whom  I  wna  obliged 
for  my  iufommtion  concerning  this  excursion, 
mentions  a  very  cUaracteristic^d  anecdote  of 
Johttson  while  at  Plymouth.  Having  observed, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  Dock-yard  a  new 
town  had  arisen  about  two  miles  on  as  a  rival 
to  the  old ;  and  knowing  from  his  sagacity^  and 
jual  observation  of  human  nature,  that  it  is 
eertfttn,  if  a  man  hates  at  altf  he  will  hate  ht^ 
next  neighbour;  he  concluded  that  this  new 
aud  rising  town  could  not  but  excite  the  envy 
and  jealousy  of  the  old,  in  which  conjecture  he 
wjts  very  S4:K>n  coufirmeil ;  he  therefore  set  him- 
ficlf  resolutely  on  the  side  of  the  old  town,  the 
tstablUhed  town,  in  which  his  lot  wai!  cast,  con- 
stdering  it  as  a  kind  of  duty  to  stand  by  it.  He 
accord mgly  entered  warmly  Into  its  interests, 
and  upon  every  occasion  talke*i  of  the  Dockert, 
w  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  town  were  called^ 
as  upstarts  and  aliens,  Plymouth  is  very  plen- 
tifully  supplied  with  water  by  a  river  brought 
into  It  fi'om  a  great  distance,  which  is  so  abun- 
dant that  it  runs  to  waste  in  the  town.  The 
Dock,  or  New-town,  being  totally  destitute  of 
water,  petitioned  Plymouth  that  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  conduit  might  be  permitte^l  to  go 
to  them,  and  this  was  now  under  consideration. 
Johnson,  affecting  to  entertain  the  positions  of 
the  place,  was  violent  in  opposition ;  and  half 
laugliing  at  himself  for  his  pretended  iteal, 
where  he  had  no  concern,  exclaimed,  "  No, 
no !  I  am  against  the  Dockers ;  I  am  a  Ply- 
mouth-man. Rogues !  let  them  die  of  tb'u-st 
They  shall  not  have  a  drop  !  *'  - 

Lord  Macartney  obligingly  favoured  me  with 
a  copy  of  the  following  letter,  in  his  own  hand- 
writing, from  the  original,  which  was  found, 
by  the  present  Earl  of  Bute,  among  hi^  father's 
papers. 


t  luiv«  hvmtd  Sir  Jo«ta«u  de- 
tn  hi*  wtniofl.  the  wiactt  va»n 
uHaioHUd 


»  B«9  |P0H.  ll«rch.  mi 
eltt;  Hul  Mr.  Z.  IImOk* 

liii  «v«Tn»ai  vlth.«it4  tbaC  h*  had  laioixUd  U>  hmn  rvpublUhvd 
hit  M«»rnMKU,  «itd  vrltt«n  •  »k«tdi  of  Mi  life  and  cluracU>r." 
..  SiirihOfU,  TiKMnw  Mud|«,  Ibt  ccJebrkted  *«tcb-fnakrr 
lit  KlMt  direti,  who  made  ecmtiderible  improtrrinrDU  in 
liriW'kMMv*,  Mill  wrol«*0veral  umplitM*  on  Umi  mbjrct. 
«»««  AMiliitr  *on  of  Mr.  Kachariah  Mudgf.  Hr  dtrij  in  \TM. 
••Cawta.    Out  of  BcjnolOt*!  best  portrmlu  U  a  bC4d  of 


JOHNSON  TO  THE  EARL 
•*  Tfnple 

•*  Mt  Loacs —  Th«t  genrroncy. 
Tecnfiimended  to  the  ^Tour  of  his 
be  offended  at  a  lolicitaiion  atcet 
fiivour  permanent  and  effectual. 

"  The   pension    appoiated  to 
Michaelmas  I  hare  not  Tccetved, 
where  or  from  whom  I  am  to  ask  it« 
fore,  that  your  Lordship  will  be  p! 
Mr.  Wedderburne  with  such  direetll 
nec^sary,  which,  I  betierr,  hh  frieni^ 
him  think  it  no  trouble  to  con? ry  ta\ 

**  To  interrupt  your  Lord&hip,  at  d 
with  such  petty  difficulties*  is  impl 
seaMnable  ;  but  your  knowledge  of  f 
long  since  taug;ht  you,  that  every 
hnweTcr  little,  are  traportaot  to  biji 
man  hopes  that  he  shall  escape  negl 
reason  may  every  man,  wbose  rices  4 
his  claim,  expect  (arour  from  tbj 
which  has  been  extended  to,  tny  Loj 
ahip'a  most  obliged  and  most  Irambli 

JOHNSON  TO  BAREI 

"LendoJ 
**  Sir,  _  You  are  not  to  suppow,|| 
conviction  of  my  idlencak  thai  I  k 
this  time  without  writing  to  my  Ball 
letter  to  Mr.  Beauclerk,  who  in  roy  ^ 
his  own,  was  ha!itening  to  Naples  for 
bis  health  ;  but  he  has  stopp^  at  Pa 
not  when  he  will  proceed*  Langton. 
"  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  spej 
peace  and  war.  The  good  or  111  «uA 
and  cnibai^ies  extends  itself  to  a  Tcrl 
domestic  life :  we  all  have  goc»d  andj 
feel  more  sensibly  than  our  petty  1 
miscarriage  or  prosperity.  I  am  | 
disappointment,  with  which  you  seen 
than  I  should  expect  a  man  of  yoorj 
experience  to  have  been,  did  I  not  kn^ 
truths  are  seldom  applied  to  parties 
and  that  the  fidlacy  of  our  self-love  d 
wide  as  our  inter^t  or  affections.  1 
lieves  that  mistresses  are  unlbithfuj 
capricious;  but  he  excepts  his  own  raj 
own  patron.  We  have  all  learned  th 
negUgLMit  and  contemptuous^  and  thi| 
is  often  languished  away  in  ungrati^l 
but  he  that  approaches  gratnesa,  <| 
court,  imagines  that  destiny  has  at  I 
him  from  the  common  lot.  J 

■*  Do  not  let  such  evils  oir«rwhela| 
sands  have  suflered»  and  thousaql 
mounted  ;  but  turn  your  thoughts  | 
some  other  plan  of  life,  and  keep  i 
mind,  that,  with  due  submisaioa 
man  of  genitis  has  been  fieUom 


of  Chantr<>|*«H 
(<*rt  of  «  laeiiw 
rch  erf  St.  .\tkdni 


Z«charUb  Mudge,  aod  m>«  of 
tatkm  of  it  into  marble  ;  (>, 
memocy.  errctnl  tn  tlw  church 

*  A  fiipnd  of  mine  onre  hrsJtl  bim,  du? 
claim  with  ih«  Utmost  vrli^'ineaor,  *'  1  Hi 
BtAKKWAV.  Z)oci  U  now  «btiirdlf«n«ugh< 
—  CAoasB^ 


^r.54. 
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Your  patron's  weaknen  or  insensibility  will 
JIt  do  jou  little  hurtf  if  he  is  not  assisted  hj 
\r  own  pasrions.  Of  your  loTe  I  know  not  the 
priety*  nor  can  estimate  the  pow» ;  but  in  love, 
in  every  other  passion  of  which  hope  is  the 
nee,  we  ought  always  to  remember  the  uncer- 
ity  of  events.  There  is,  indeed,  nothing  that  so 
rfa  seduces  reason  from  vigilance,  as  the  thought 
assing  life  with  an  amiable  woman  ;  and  if  all 
id  happen  that  a  lover  fiincies  I  know  not 
t  other  terrestrial  happiness  would  deserve  pur- 
But  love  and  marriage  are  difTcrcnt  states, 
pse  who  are  to  suffer  the  evils  together,  and  to 
it  often  for  the  sake  of  one  another,  soon  lose 
ttfodemess  of  look,  and  that  benevolence  of 
li,  which  arose  from  the  participation  of  un- 
g|1cd  pleasure  and  successive  amusement.  A 
lan,  we  are  sure,  will  not  be  always  fair  ;  we 
not  sure  she  will  always  be  virtuous  :  and  man 
lot  retain  through  life  that  respect  and  assiduity 
rhich  he  pleases  for  a  day  or  for  a  month.  I 
0t,  however,  pretend  to  have  discovered  that 
iias  any  thing  mure  to  bo  desired  than  a  pru- 
and  virtuous  marriage ;  therefore  know  not 
t  couro>el  to  give  you. 

If  you  can  quit  your  imagination  of  love  and 
tneva,  and  leave  your  hopes  of  preferment  and 
il  rapturei  to  try  once  more  the  fortune  of 
iture  and  industry,  the  way  through  France  is 
open.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  we  shall 
Lvatc.  with  great  diligence,  the  arts  of  peace  ; 
«v«ry  man  will  be  welcome  among  us  who  can 
h  VB  any  thing  we  do  not  know.  For  your 
U  you  wiU  Ind  all  your  old  friends  willing  to 
irryoo. 

Rrynoldf  stiD  continues  to  increase  in  reputa- 
mad  in  riches.  Miss  Williams,  who  very  much 
i  you,  goes  on  in  the  old  way.  Miss  Cottcrcl 
II  with  Mrs.  Porter.  Miss  Charlotte  is  mar- 
to  Dean  Lewis,  and  has  three  children.  Mr. 
tt  has  married  a  street-walker.  But  the 
rte  of  my  narration  must  now  arrive  to  tell 
that  Batburst  went  physician  to  the  army,  and 
at  the  Ylavannah. 

[  know  not  whether  I  have  not  sent  you  word 
Hoggins'  and  Richardson  are  both  dead. 
B  we  see  our  enemies  and  friends  gliding  anray 
e  uv  let  us  not  forget  that  we  are  subject  to 
{vaeral  law  of  mortality,  and  shall  soon  be 
t  our  doom  will  be  fixed  for  ever.  I  pray 
to  bfcKS  you,  and  am.  Sir,  your  most  afiuc- 
te  humble  servant,  Sau.  Joh.nso.v. 

Write  soon." 


tggta*,  the  traiHlatnr  of  Arioito.  Hit  enmitjr  to 
land  J.ttiD4<>n  will  hi>  expluunl  by  the  foUowinK  rx- 
IHB  a  MS.  I^ttor  <rf  I>r.  WarUin  to  hi*  brother,  dated 
Ite.  Apnl  ».  i;V>:  — 

tiHsn*"*'  «hiis*^  B.irrtti  infernally,  and  say»  that  ho 
vine  Barrtli  3l  giUd  watch,  and  could  nevfr  itet  It 
■to:  tH*t  aft*-r  many  excii'M>«  Rarcttt  tkulktil.  and 
to  writ**  to  Mr.  Iluvgiiis  a  inppliant  letter  ; 
»t'>ppn)  IluKdnn*  awhile,  while  Baretti  f;nt  a 
thif  SiirdinUn  ain)M>«ailor  ;  and  (hat.  at  la«t, 
uliy.  the  watch  «a4  K*>t  from  a  pawnbroker'*, 

\  hii«l  mUiI  It.     What  a  itranK>*  fctory.  and  how 

k  (B  he  t>^l»rTe.l !  IliijrKini  wantet)  to  K^t  an  appro- 
tf  Ms  Cnnklation  frmn  J<ihn«on  ;  bot  Johnson  would 
hl^  Huf  flit*  My*  'twas  only  to  ijcet  money  from  him. 
■S  all.  hv  wk\  •>  that  Raretti  wanted  to  poMon  Ooker. 

■  BBHU  or  «KtM>r.  Jobxtoun  mu>t  know  Ihi*  *tory  of 

■lta&  iMva  employed  by  Hiifntin*  to  rcviie  hi*  tram- 
TW  psvftoa   whom  Hug((iiis  accused   Iktretti  of  an 

■  ••  aoAaeo,  «a*  the  Kev.  Temple  Heory  Croker,  the 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS.* 

"  2Ut  Dee.  1768. 

**  Dkar  Mauam,  —  If  Mr.  Mudge  should  make 
the  ofler  you  mention,  I  shall  certainly  comply 
with  it,  but  I  cannot  offer  myself  unasked.'  1  am 
much  pleased  to  find  myself  so  much  esteemed  by 
a  nun  whom  I  so  much  esteem. 

•*  Mr.  Toleher  *  is  here  ;  full  of  life,  full  of  talk, 
and  full  of  enterprise.  To  see  brisk  young  fellows 
of  seventy-four,  is  very  surprising  to  those  who 
begin  to  suspect  themselves  of  growing  old. 

•♦  You  may  tell  at  Torrington  that  whatever  they 
may  think.  I  have  not  forgot  Mr.  Johnson's  widow*, 
nor  school  —  INIr.  Johnson's  salmon  —  nor  Dr. 
Morison's  Idler.  For  the  widow  I  shall  apply 
very  soon  to  the  Bishop  of  Bristol,  who  it  now 
sick.  I1ie  salmon  I  cannot  yet  learn  any  hope 
of  making  a  profitable  scheme,  for  where  I  have 
inquired,  whicli  was  where  1  think  the  information 
very  faithful,  I  was  told  that  dried  salmon  may  be 
bought  in  London  for  a  penny  a  pound ;  but  I 
shall  not  yet  drop  the  search. 

**  For  the  school,  a  sister  of  Miss  Carwithen*s 
has  offered  herself  to  Miss  Williams,  who  sent  her 
to  Mr.  Reynolds,  where  the  business  seems  to  have 
stopped.  Aliss  Williams  thinks  her  well  qualified, 
anil  I  am  told  she  is  a  woman  of  elegant  manners, 
and  of  a  lady-like  appearance.  Mr.  Reynolds 
must  be  written  to,  for,  as  she  knows  more  of  him 
than  of  me,  she  will  probably  choose  rather  to 
treat  with  him. 

^  Dr.  Morison's  Books  shall  be  sent  to  him  with 
my  sincere  acknowledgements  of  all  his  civilities. 

"  I  am  going  for  a  few  days  or  weeks  to  Oxford, 
that  I  may  free  myself  from  a  cough,  which  u 
sometimes  very  violent ;  however,  if  you  design 
me  the  favour  of  any  more  letters,  do  not  let  tho 
uncertainty  of  my  abode  hinder  you.  for  they  will 
l>c  sent  after  me,  and  be  very  gladly  received  by. 
Madam,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant. 

"  Sam.  Johnsok. 

JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  STRAHAN, 

At  School. 

"  lOth  Feb.  [rC3.] 
**  Dear  Georgi,  —  I  am  glad  that  you  have 
found  the  benefit  of  confidence,  and  hope  you  will 
never  want  a  friend  to  whom  you  may  safely  dis- 
close any  painful  secret  The  state  of  your  mind 
you  had  not  so  concealed  but  that  it  was  suspected 
at  home;  which  I  mention,  that  if  any  hint  should 
be  given  you,  it  may  not  be  imputed  to  me,  who 


author  of  »eTenil  work*,  and  amonRit  other*  of  a  tnin*latioii 
of  Ariotto't  Orlando,  publiahctl  io  1755,  and  of  hi*  Satires,  in 
I#.Vj.  — Croker. 

3  Sir  Joshua's  sitter,  for  whom  Johnson  had  a  particular 
a(KTtioi>.  and  tf>  whom  he  wrote  many  tetter*  which  I  have 
seen,  and  which  I  am  sorry  her  too  nlre  delicacy  will  not 
permit  to  lie  published.  —  Bohwell.  One  was  added  by 
Mr.  Malone,  ptnt,  July  '21.  \7M,  and  several  other* -.  of 
which  thi<  ik  tl>e  Ar<t  — have  hcen  rommunirated  to  me,  and 
will  apiM'ar  in  the  course  of  the  work.  Of  Ml»s  Reynold*. 
J(ihn»on  thouKhl  so  highly,  that  he  «ince  S4iid  to  Mr*.  Viossi. 
*' I  never  knew  hut  one  mhtd  which  would  t>ear  a  micro- 
*copiral  examination,  and  thiit  i<>dear  Mis*  Reynolds's,  and 
her*  i*  very  near  to  purity  inelf."  — <'M«»KEa. 

'  To  be  a  (totlfather.— Mi**"!  Reynolhs. 

4  An  alderm.-in  of  Plymouth,  he  to  whom  John«on  had 
excliimed,  in  hi*  mock  enthu»iasm.  "  /  hate  a  Docker."  — 
Crokfr. 

»  A  clerKyman'*  widow  —  to  procure  a  pension  for  her.  — 

Miss  KlCYNOLtft. 


I     ! 


-*  .  -    .:KK  of  JOHNSON. 


^1.^  ..IHllt. 
.  ^     «..       Udktf 

.^    ..  <i.  V  :  tmt 

. .  V  V  'uini  the 
. «  «  .  tjc  Mw  sliall 
X'  HiC  dilij^cnt 
.  .  oi  jf  tht'  suc- 
i.. .  iiiciitv  to  Miss 
.,  ucdr  Sir.  TOiirs 

VkH.   JoilSSON.** 

,   .vL-:  sriiAHAN. 

■  ibth  March.  17G3. 
V.     Mi  *cry  soon  answer 

■ 4i>ioc  coiiipluin  that  I 

...«Mcr  vours.     1  am  well 

.K-   prtiiiciency   that   you 

.  ««-M  Will  not  relax  the  Ti{;our 

'K'|i\*  >ou  begin  now  to  sec 

.».».!  w.t»  prolesMfd.     Learning 

V  \  \i\iri  spent  in  close  appli- 

.  ,      :.v  .  -inU  I  am  still  of  opinion, 

...  iM  c\Huider  knowledge  as  the 

V.  .'.cMiithlo  of  all  acquisitions,  and 

..    ..A.,   uvurso  to  be  interruptctl,  you 

.     ..^^iw  luit  only  without  deticioncy, 

»    ,.      .  .,  xii.l  «.vuiinue  to  write  Latin.     'Diis 

„     ...ix»:U  p*ri.  indeed  the  only  part  that 

,,      ..»,,..i  »»i">eUT  iindurtaking.     If  you  can 

.  »    .1,  -.^U^-^  of  syntax.  I  know  not  whether 

V  'lo.  .^  »hiK'  to  trouble  yourself  with  any 

^,».uMi*.      You  will  more  incre.isc  your 

.V .   '.  ••»-.d'^  Axwi  advance  your  skill  in  phrase- 

.  ^.     •*  -ii.ikr.iN;  A  short  theme  or  two  every  day  ; 

%,.»».«  *oo   have  construed  pn»perly  a  stated 

\4   oi  ^cv'^-'s  it  will  be  pleasing  to  po  from 

.,  u>  coin]>tiMtion.  and  from  compiVition  to 

....  I   !,.      r«in   do  not    be    very   particular   alnmt 

««.«.<«( .   -tin  uu'ihod  will  do.  if  Uiktu^  'u<:  ijut  dllj- 

.H..*v.      \  \-«  me  know,  if  you  please,  once  a  week 

.,  :m.    >ou  are  doing.     I   .im.  dear  George,  your 

1,.  '.I'i*'  wnant,  S.\M.  JoiixsoN." 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  POKTKU. 

••  April  11.  iro. 
•»  Mv  Pear,  — 'Hio  newspaj»er  hiM  infurnu*d  me 
.4  ihe  tieath  of  Captain  Porter.  1  know  oat  whmt 
«vi  ^y  to  you,  condoleut  or  caosolatorj  Wyond  the 
H,.i^uuion  con.siderations  wbkb  »iippo«e  you  have 
wv^t^Ht^ed  t»  othersand  kotivhow  tosipply  loyour- 
»Jf.      In  all  alHitf lions  tlse  fir^t  relief  is  to  be  asked 

^4  iiOiL 


Ml  nil  lici"*  llu*  V  ivilriri    i»f  |i.si.;   and 


'Afh  tniifelAti^n 
Vti*J  ■atnnUr 


,  .*  hi.  Ill  ".  i!   '»  "■•'  '  ''^^  «»*  l.'rlH'.,r  a  *!»U  thMl  t  r  h»A  lUi.l 

,  liii'l-'  I  »»  ■  ■■.  »*■•  ■■!  **••  "'  /  "•  •»■■•■■  '•".-  *h.'  ,KY«-n.Uv.t*  K't. 


I  wish  to  he  informed  in  what 
|tvCb«r'»  dfijith  lius  ki\  your  fortun 
^■Milled  youcompeience  ui  plenty, 
noliiiK  if  you  are  in  any  distress 
will  endeavour  to  make  what  I  1 
can  get,  sufficient  for  us  both, 
yours  affectionately,  Sa 

—  PearsoH  MSS, 

JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  S 

u 

"  Dfar  Sir, — Your  account  of] 
is  more  nearly  equal,  I  find,  to  n 
than  your  owiu  You  arc  angry  tl 
which  you  took  so  much  pains  was 
of  English  Latin ;  what  could  you 
If  at  the  end  uf  se^cn  years  you  wi 
you  will  t'Xcd  most  of  your  contera 
bendo  disces  scrihere.  It  is  only 
that  you  can  attain  to  write  well, 
and  constant,  and  make  no  doubt  o 

**  I  will  allow  you  but  six  wee 
Offices.  Walker's  Particles  I  wou! 
trouble  yourfelf  to  learn  st  all  by  h( 
it  from  time  to  tiinf,  and  olwcrvc  h 
marks, and  seelinw  they  arc  ixcmpli 
lation  from  Clark's  history  will  imp 
would  ha\e  you  continue  it  to  the  c 

•*  I  hope  you  read  by  the  way 
other  b«>oks  though  you  do  not  \ 
for  no  time  is  to  be  lost ;  and  wli 
with  a  master  is  but  a  small  part  of 
would  have  you  now  .and  then  try  t 
verses.  When  you  find  that  you 
any  thinp:,  review  the  passage  caref 
it  in  your  mind. 

**  Be  plcised  to  make  my  coc 
those  of  ^liss  Williams  to  all  our 
dear  Sir,  yours  most  affvciionatelj, 

—  Rose  AISS.  Sah 

In  17G3  he  furnished  to  "The 
lendar,"  publishod  bv  Fawkes 
oh^LTflctor  of  Collins,*  which  1 
in-^mfred  into  his  entire  Life  of  1 
jwet,  in  the  callo^tiou  of  Lives  ^ 
for  the  body  of  Enj^lkh  poetij 
published  by  the  boofeselleri  osf  ] 
at^rouitt  of' the  mehincholy  de 
which  Collins  was  severely  afflict 
bruu^ht  him  to  hia  grave,  is,  I 
he  iuoi»l:  tender  and  interesting  | 
whole  series  of  his  wrkmgs  Mb 
^ir.  lloole  with  the  Dedicition  c 
tioii  of  Ta5so  to  the  Queen.*  whi 
I  lily  eone«,ivetl  and  elegantly  oxj 
caiinot  but  point  it  oui  to  the  p 
of  my  readers,' 

tb«l  niiutTtoiM  ftmiij  hJiwe  foilDd  a  mon 
*■  1  i-«iiiitit  Imt  oli»i>nir.  MvdAin^  bciwll 

bat  \ht^  ftM^     ^l<ti  «•»  turdh 

et>ttlitrq*jl>r*  of  1*1*  pniie*!  nt  Kr 

iraa.tliti'^  tr:*  {M,vr*iTvb^  mHicf  of  a  Rriclil 

lUJ  U.t*  t«Tn  the  Utr      Tiif*rt,  he  wa 

«•  >l  ■;  r  i.injru  ic.  J-:.:  0.  uid  ant  ha*  r  IHi  ft 
i:i  I'lcuio.  lii.in.  Mjdi:n.  jour  MdjeMyli 
iu-t><t>4  ji'ii  v.it. 


JEt.  54. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 
1763. 

Sonwtf  becomes  acquainted  tcith  Johnmn.  —  Derrick. 
— Mr.  Thomas  Sher'ulan. — Mrs.  Sheridan. —  Mr. 
Thomuu  Daties.  — Mrs.  Davies —  First  Jntcrview, 
'  —  Johmsom's  Dress.  —  His  Chambers  in  Temple 
I  Lame.  —  Dr.  Blair.  —  Dr.  Janus  Fordyce. — 
Owunt.  —  Christopher  Smart.  —  Johnson,  the 
Equestrian.  —  Clifton*  s  Eating  House.  —  The 
MiiTK.  —  ColUy  Gibber's  Odes.  —  Gray.  —  Belief 
im  Appantions.  —  Cock-Lane  Ghost.  —  Churehiil. 
—  Goldsmith.  —  Mallet's  **  Elvira.**  —  Scotch 
LoMdturds.  —  Plan  of  Study. 

Tan  is  to  me  a  memorable  year ;  for  in  it  I 
had  the  happiness  to  obtain  the  acquaintance 
ef  that  extraordinarj  man  whose  memoirs  I 
■1  now   writing ;   on  ac<^uaintance   which   I 
fhaU  erer  esteem  as  one  of  the  most  fortunate 
dmimstances  in  my  life.     Though  then  but 
two  and  twenty,  I  had  for  several  years  read 
I  U)  works  with  delight  and  instruction,  and  had 
tW  highest  reverence  for  their  author,  which 
I  had  grown  up  in  my  fancy  into  a  kind  of  mys- 
i  tmoQS  Teneration,  by  figuring  to    myself  a 
'  state  of  solemn  elevated  abstraction,  in  which 
1  supposed  him  to  live  in  the  immense  metro- 
polis of  iKwdon.     Mr.  Gentleman'*,   a  native 
oflrehiDd,  who  passed  some  years  in  Scotland 
IS  a  ptayer,  and  as  on  instructor  in  the  En- 
lUsh  lanjfuage,  a  man  whose  talents  and  worth 
were  def»res<ed  by  misfortunes,  had  given  me 
trepreientatitm  of  the  figure  and  manner  of 
DiCTiosART  Johnson  !  as  he  was  then  c:ille(l  '^; 
nd  during  my  first  visit  to  London,  which 
was  for  three  months  in  17()0,  Mr.  Derrick  the 
poet  ',  whi»  was  (icntleman's  friend  and  coun- 
tiTiium,  flattered  me  with  hopes  that  he  would 
■troduoe  me  to  Johnson,  —  an  honour  of  which 
IwM  very  ambitious.     But  he  never  found  an 
nortamty;  which  made  me  doubt  that  he 
M  promised  to  do  what  was  not  in  his  power ; 
fll  Johnson  some  years  afterwards  told  me, 
■Dorick,  Sir,  might  very   well  have  intro- 


_*  Fnnete  G^ntleroan  w»s  born  In  17'2S,  and  edurntrd  in 
Hu  father  was  an  olBcer  in  the  army,  nnd  hr,  at 
'  of  iitwn.  obtained  a  commiicioii  in  thH  samr  regi* 
9a  tbr  reductiuQ,  at  the  peace  of  1741),  lie  lo>t  tl)i« 
POi.  aud  adopted  that  of  the  f>tage,  both  ax  an  author 
;  fn  neither  of  which  did  he  attain  any  c niincnre. 
,  la  D^cemlier,  I74t ;  hating,  in  the  later  course  of  his 
■  U[MHeoc«!  "■  all  the  hard»lilps  of  a  wand(>rinK  actor, 
I  Ji   tbc    di«appoii>tmenti   of    a  fricndlc^is  nuibur."  — 

nca  nf  antiaulty.  tuch  a<  Sclpio  Africanus,  had 

Mtdrd  to  their  names,  in  cou<>r<iueni'e  of  Aoine 

etinn,  no  my  illuslriouii  frleml  wa»  «>rten  callctl 

— I4«T  JoriN4uN,  Irom  that  wonderful  arhicvenient  of 

■ad  Ubtmr,  bit  "Dictionary  of  the  Knglish  Lan- 

"  1^  merit  of  which  1  contemplate  with  more  and 

l^^lfatioo.  —  Bot'WELL.     Uotwell  him<*-lf  waK  at  one 

VkMU  to  b«  called  Corsica  BoMeU.     St>c;xM/,  Sep> 

|7IQ9._rROKEB. 

matf.  p.  3^.  n.  1.— Crokib. 

■rhUy  B«MiweU.  in  hit  tendeme«<  to  the  amour  pro. 
Jr.  lohDton.  aumot  bear  to  admit  ttiot  Sheridan's 


duced  you.  I  had  a  kindness  for  Derrick,  and 
am  sorry  he  is  dead." 

lu  the  summer  of  1761,  Mr.  Thomas  Sheri- 
dan was  at  Edinburgh,  and  delivered  lec- 
tures upon  the  English  Languacfe  and  Public 
Speaking  to  large  and  respectsd>le  audiences. 
I  was  oflen  in  his  company,  and  heard  him 
frequently  expatiate  upon  «Tohnson*s  extraor- 
dinar^r  knowledge,  talents,  and  virtues,  repeat 
his  pointed  sayincs,  describe  his  particularities, 
and  boast  of  his  being  his  guest  sometimes  till 
two  or  three  in  the  morning.  At  his  house  I 
hoped  to  have  many  opportunities  of  seeing 
the  sage,  as  Mr.  Sheridan  obligingly  assured 
me  I  should  not  be  disappointed. 

When  I  returned  to  London  in  the  end  of 
1762,  to  my  surprise  and  regret  I  found  an 
irreconcileable  difference  had  taken  place  be- 
tween Johnson  and  Sheridan.  A  pension  of 
two  hundred  pounds  a  year  had  been  given  to 
Sheridan.  Johnson,  who,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  thought  slightingly  of  Sheridan  s 
art,  upon  hearing  that  he  was  also  pensioned, 
exclaimed,  "What!  have  they  given  him  a 
pension  ?  Then  it  is  time  for  me  to  give  up 
mine."  Whether  this  proceeded  from  a  mo- 
mentary indignation,  as  if  it  were  an  affront  to 
his  exalted  merit  that  a  player  should  be  re- 
warded in  the  same  manner  with  him,  or  was 
the  sudden  effect  of  a  fit  of  peevishness,  it  was 
unluckily  said,  and,  indeed,  cannot  be  justi- 
fied. Mr.  Sheridan's  pension  was  granted  to 
him,  not  as  a  player,  but  as  a  sufferer  in  the 
cause  of  government,  when  he  was  manager  of 
the  Theatre  Royal  in  Ireland,  when  parties  ran 
high  in  1753.*  And  it  must  also  be  allowed 
that  he  was  a  man  of  literature,  and  had  con- 
siderably improved  the  arts  of  reading  and 
speaking  with  distinctness  and  propriety. 

Besides,  Johnson  should  have  recollected  that 
Mr.  Sheridan  taught  pronunciation  to  Mr. 
Alexander  Wedderburne,  whose  sister  was 
married  to  Sir  Harry  Krskine,  an  intimate 
friend  of  Lord  Bute,  who  was  the  favourite  of 
tlie  king;  and  surely  the  most  outrageous  Whig 
will  not  maintain,  that,  whatever  ought  to  be 
the  principle  in  the  disposal  oi' offices,  a  pension 
ought  never  to  be  grantetl  from  any  bias  of 
court  connection.    ]\Ir.  Macklin,  indeed,  shared 


litcrnrv  character  had  any  thlnjf  to  do  with  the  pennlon,  and 
no  doubt  he  endeavoured  to  »often  Johnson's  resentment  by 
glrinK.  as  he  doe^  in  the  above  passage,  this  favour  a  political 
c«>lour ;  but  there  seems  im>  reaxon  to  believe  that  Sheridan's 
pension  was  Kiven  to  him  as  a  sufTerer  by  a  playhouse  riot. 
It  was  proltably  granted  {et  hinc  ilLe  iiicrf/nur)  on  the  same 
motive  as  Johnson's  own.  namely,  the  desire  of  the  King  and 
Lord  Bute  to  distinguish  the  commencement  of  the  new 
reicn  by  the  patronage  of  literature.  Indeetl,  this  to  rendered 
almost  cerLiin  by  various  passages  ol  the  letters  of  Mrs. 
Sheridan  to  Mr.  Wiiyte:  e.g.  -  I.nmliMi,  Nov.  «».  1762.— 
>tr,  Sheridim  is  now,  as  I  mentioned  to  you  formerly,  busied 
in  the  Kngliiih  Dictionary,  which  he  is  encouraged  to  pursue 
with  the  more  alacrity  as  his  Majesty  has  vouchsafed  him 
such  a  mark  of  royal  favour.  I  siipi>ose  you  have  heard  that 
he  has  granted  him  a  [M<nsion  of  'JOO/.  a  year,  merely  as  an 
encouragement  to  his  undertakhip,  and  this  without  solici- 
Utlon,  which  makes  it  tiie  more  valuable."  Whyte's  .Vijr- 
ri'Uimeti  Sota,  p.  104.  liii.  111.  Mr.  Samuel  Whytc.  the 
writer  of  this  volume,  wa<  a  celebrated  schoolmaster  in 
l)iil)hn,  a  reUtiun  >.(  and  much  utl.achi>d  to  th<'  .Sheridan 
family.  Ilichard  Briiuley  Shi-rid.ui  and  his  elder  brother 
K   2 


vfUh  Mr.  Sheridan  the  honour  of  instructing^ 
llr.  Wo'lderbume  ' ;  and  though  it  was  too 
Iftte  in  life  for  o  Caledonian  to  ju-quire  the 
genuine  En^lisli  cadence,  yet  so  succwriful 
vrvre  Mr*  \vedderburne*8  instructor*,  and  his 
own  unKbatin<;  endeavours^  that  he  g^ot  rid  of 
th*?  coHrw  part  of  hia  Scotch  accent,  retjiiuing 
only  as  inmh  of  the  "  native  wood-note  wild," 
lU  to  mark  his  country  ;  which,  if  any  St.'utch- 
iiian  fihoidd  uHccl  to  forjrot,  I  shrudd  heartily 
d''y[»tsc  hiui.  Kotwith»tandinjj:  the  ditliculties 
which  arc  to  be  encountered  by  th<»»e  tvho 
have  not  hsid  the  j»dvanUi;xt^  of  an  Enirliah 
(•diicntion,  he  by  dej^T^es  formed  a  mode  of 
speakiuiff  to  whicli  Englishmen  do  not  deny 
the  praise  of  ele^ncc.  Hence  his  distin- 
guished oratory,  which  he  exerted  in  his  own 
t^ountry  an  an  advocate  in  the  Court  of  Session, 
and  a  ruling  elder  of  the  A'irA,  has  hail  its 
fame  and  am{}le  rewoi'd,  in  much  higher  spheres. 
IfVhcn  I  loiik  back  on  tins  noble  person  at 
Edinburgh  in  situations  io  unworthy  of  his 
brilliant  [xiwers^  and  behold  Lobd  Loigu- 
BoBouoa,  at  London,  the  change  seems  almost 
like  one  of  the  metamorphoses  in  Ovid;  and 
a«  Ilia  two  preceptAira,  by  refining  his  utter- 
ance, gave  currency  to  hi»  talents,  we  moy  say, 
in  the  words  of  that  poet,  ** Nam  vos  muta*tU'* 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  remark- 
able instance  of  successful  parts  and  assiduity, 
becauHC  it  atfords  animating  encourajjement  to 
rilier  gentlemen  of  North  Britain  to  try  their 
forlunea  in  the  soutliern  part  of  the  island, 
■where  they  umy  hope  t<i  gratify  their  utmost 
Ambition;  and  now  that  we  arc  one  people  by 
ihe  Union,  it  would  surely  be  illiberal  to  main- 
tain, that  they  have  not  an  etjual  title  with  the 
natives  of  any  other  part  of  his  Majeity's  domi- 
nions. 

Johnson  complainctl  that  a  man  who  dis- 
liked him  repeated  his  sarcasm  to  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, without  telling  him  what  followed,  which 
was,  tJiat  alter  a  [>Muac  he  added,  **  However,  I 


Cli«rlM,  w*»r*  f\He*A  v*ry  1^^}^  under  liJi  Uiilion,  as  vm,  at 

M)  Intrr-  ■"  ■-■<■  '-  ■  >  .iv"v  yearf,  my  friend  TliDma*  Moorr. 
whn.  I  :.m,  pay*  aa  affbcilooate  tribute  to 

their '  ^  Crokkr. 

)     'I    ii  il-»  \   S^atrhTxittit   U  tin  iwl^hps  to 

U'lrti  .  'Cipptwr 

who   ;  ^"atArr, 

—  Ill)  J  m.iiulj-  by  h'lH  oniiur)  .^  oult-  i«f  tin.-  ttiicf  utiKimcut*  of 
lliv  EnglUh  lifiutc,  ami  the  tint  subject  in  the  Britiih  cm. 
piff.  —  r  nor  IK 

'  1^1     '  rnt  14  hare  kept  It  tiW9  hy  pfrtevcring 

•ar«.Ti  I 

^  V^  h«vp  bip«i?    hit  ^MNfff/'u  had  nothing 

• '^hfridin**  neniioti  w*»  (Ivpii  for  hVi 

Miion'i  roUowing  up  hi*  jitt^ick  on 

•<i»  Bcknowlt'dgnK-nt  that  he  wai 

I      .  oiiin    «a»  ail  oililitluTul   )u»ult. 


«  11 


rlie  tstlentt  and  eharjicter  of 

•  -tli'tfi.  tint    ill    hi.    t/ivf,   i.f 


V  In  ^i^  jr^-i  - 
pciint*  with 


>  f'fj*  wdl   IllUttrateO  hp  Mr.  Del- 
«»)*  tin  Drniii4(ir  I'octrr  :  — 
.le  (tityi  hi'ji  liuth  of  itio'tnlUt*  abd 


am  glad  that  I^Ir.  Sht7ridan  ha^  I 
he  is  a  very  gix»d  man."  Sheridai 
forjfive  this  hasty  cnnt<emptuou*  < 
rankled  in  his  mind ;  and  thoutJ 
him  of  all  that  Johnson  faid,  and 
be  very  glad  to  meet  him  amici 
tively  declined  repeated  oflTcra  wl 
and  once  went  off  abruptly  from  ^ 
he  and  I  were  engaged  to  liine,  b 
told  that  Dr  Johnson  was  to  be  I 
no  sympathetic  feeliDg  with  &ucl 
reiW-Mitment."  It  i*  painful  whi 
breach  between  those  whr»  have  l 
socially  and  cordially ;  and  1  won( 
is  not^  in  all  such  ctuses,  a  mutmtl 
should  be  he&le<l-  I  could  p*.*rc« 
Sheridan  was  by  no  menn«  *ftli*lia 
Bon*8  acknowledging  him  to  be  i 
That  could  not  >wx»the  his  injury 
could  not  butsmile^  at  the«>ametu 
offended,  to  observe  Sheridan,  ii 
Swift,  which  he  aftenvard.'*  pubUit 
ing  in  the  wrirhLugs  of  hiw  rc»cni 
precittte  Johnson,  by  charucterisii 
writer  of  gigantic  fume,  in  thcsse^ 
men;**  that  very  Johnson  whofl 
highly  atlmired  and  venerated.* 

This  ruijture  with  Sheridi 
Johnson  ot  oue  of  his  most  I 
sources  fbr  amusement  in  his  lotn 
for  Sheridan'a  w^cU-informed,  a] 
bustling  mind  never  suffered  col 
stagnate  ;  and  Mrs,  Sheridiin  < 
agreeable  companion  to  an  intell 
She  was  sensible,  ingenious,  utii 
communicative.  'I  recollect,  witi 
many  pleasing  hours  which  I  t»a| 
under  the  hospitable  roof  ot  ] 
who  was  to  me  a  very  kind  ; 
novels  entitled  **  Memoirs  of  ] 
Biddulph,"  contains  an  excellent 
it  inculcates  a  future  state  of  j 
and  what   it   teaches  ia  impresl 


erltrc*  m  tbe««  limr»  U.  that  r1rtiM>  41)4  1l 
•tant  concomlitantJ  i  ainl  It  U  ref/in1«<l  a«  4 
impiety  to  niaintalin  that  virtue  iliuuld  not 
irtci!  punlthed.  In  thi'  laKt  »r(<n«  of  tlie 
traffedv.  This  roi..iH,-t  n,  ,-„r  nH^.u-rn  „.^ 
mj  opinion,  •txtt-  U 

InculcjitP  adoclrii 

fal«R  In  fact,  vie  i      i  4I 

of  hnp|>in(<M  ',  ami  vico  nt  luImt)'.  I'hui  Col 
the  trafedr  of  "  The  Mourning  Brida  "  iii 
raoUsh  coupl«t :  -~  I 

*  For  bl«Mlngi  i>T(tr  wait  oti  virttioiu  J 

And,  ihouBh  a  lat«,  a  ture  reward  turn 

**  Whca  a  man  emlosfatly  viit  "r^ 

Socratai,  fioallj  «lukt  under    i 

ralEfitrtuni*,  wo  are  not  onljr  lc^i  < 

hatred  office,  thnn  If  ho  roif  1I 

incritnblf  Indiicrd  Io  clierifh  f!  i( 

futare  nrlrihuUoo   wlH  tttn^r  «| 

iiKrf]\  inotical.  but  real  and  •< 

<i/,  Htitorical. 


.17. 


■11  rt^aiotied  and 

iiiti  .'iini;^  of*'  a 

Bnmm   umlfr   iliat  di".   f 
III*  Km«j»  10  much  r<' ' 
pockloii,  that  I  r«gret  )i 
to  be  ^ducalBd  a  member  i..  . 


I  and  ■<  '  ■   ^  i'i 

,  and  LuifAty^  U 

ind  well  '"i;prri»i'ffl 

>r  hni!  I       '   '»! 
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mind  by  a  Kries  of  as  deep  distress  as  can 
affect  humanity,  in  the  amiable  and  piuus 
btiroine,  who  goes  to  her  grave  unrelieved^  but 
T«»i:nied,  and  full  of  hope  of  "heaven's 
mercy.**  Jobnimn  paid  her  this  high  com- 
pliment upon  it :  "I  know  not,  Mailani,  that 
you  have  a  right,  upon  moral  principles,  to 
make  your  readers  suflfer  so  much." 

3klr .Thomas  Davies  the  actor,  who  then  kept 
a  bookseller's  shop  in  Kussell-Street,  Covent 
Garden  ',  told  me  that  John^Kin  was  very 
much  his  friend,  and  came  frec|uently  to  his 
brnse,  where  he  more  than  once  mvited  me  to 
meet  him ;  but  by  some  unlucky  accident  or 
other  he  was  prevented  from  coming  to  us. 

Mr.  Thomas  Davies  was  a  man  of  good 
snderstandiog  and  talents,  with  the  advantage 
of  a  liberal  education.  Though  somewhat 
punpouii,  he  was  an  entertaining  corapaiti(Hi ; 
and  hid  literary  performances  have  no  incon- 
adermUe  share  of  merit.  He  was  a  friendlpr 
md  TtTj  hospitable  man.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  (who  luis  been  celebrated^  for  her 
beauty),  though  upon  the  stage  for  many 
years,  maintained  an  uniform  decency  of  cha- 
lacter :  and  Johnson  esteemed  them,  and  lived 
m  as  eaaty  an  intimacy  with  them  as  with  any 
family  which  he  used  to  visit.  Mr.  Da&vies> 
recollected  several  of  Johnson's  remarkable 
sayings,  and  was  one  of  the  best  of  the  many 
ijiutaUirs  of  his  voice  and  manner,,  while 
ivUtin*;  them.  He  increased  my  impatience 
more  and  more  to  see  the  extraordinary  man 
whrjse  works  1  highly  valued,  and  whose 
converaatkm  was  reported  to  be  so  peculiarly 
excellenL 

At  hut,  on  Monday,  the  Ifitli  of  ^lay,  when 
I  wad  sitting  in  ^ir.  Davics^s  biwL-k  {rarlour, 
slier  having  dnink  teu  with  him  and  Mrs. 
Djvie^f,  Johnson  unexpectedly  came  into  the 
ibop^:  and  Mr.  Davies  having  perceived  him 
thmu4;h  the  glaas-dour  in  the  room  in  which 
*e  wore  sitting,  advancing  toward  us,  he 
snartunced  hi^  awtul  ai>proa<;h  to  me,  somewhat 
in  thu  manner  of  an  {u.tor  in  the  part  of  llu- 
Ritin.  wht'n  he  addresses  Hamlet  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  his  father's  ghost,  "  Look,  my 
Ltfil,  it  conies ! "  1  found  that  I  lisid  a  very 
perfect   idea   of   Johnsr>n*s  Hgure,    from   the 


mrt  llnd  hf  nnC  (•'fn  w\t*^  in  mincnnnirmitv.  he  prolmhly 
««tld  n't  hair  be«-n  tainted  with  tli<»p  hfrr^icA  (mi  I  kiii- 
!»»:«.  iin<l  on  no  slight  inTrstifr.itinn,  think  thinn)  Ixith  in 
1^/m  aa4  politlr».  which,  while  I  read.  I  nm  Miri*.  with 
^idnur.  1  e»nfK>C  ri-«l  kithotit  MfTftiri* — Bonwkll.  One 
M^bfri  tbat  with  lhi'4«  feflingt  he  thoii|{ht  It  worth  while 
kMinalc.  with  vt  little  exciiRi*  fi>r  it,  Mr.  Helihuin't  very 
— ■mu-plae*'  ri^mark* (.'kokir. 

i  Ko  ft.... The  very  pliicr  when?  I  wa»  fortuMate  enoii)>h 
khi  nUvMlured  t'>  th^  illnMriotis  Milijet-t  i>f  thiit  work,  dc- 
■ni«tn  \m  p«rtt«*iilirlf  msirkeii.  I  nevtr  p4kk  by  it  witliuut 
krtRf  r'^rrmrr  anii  reifret —  RonwhLL. 

I  Bi  Chul-cbill.  lu  the  Kniciaii. 

"  Wilh  him  rawe  mifchty  D»vle« :  on  my  life. 
That  r>.i«l»-«  hm  a  rery  pretty  wile. 
ftarvvm^D  all  nYer  —  In  plotn  famom  frrown  — 
Hf  Bouthi  a  M-ntenre  as  curt  mouth  a  lioue." 

IW  ivv-asBi  dmre.  H  I«  (aiil.  {post,  April  7.  \u^)  poor 
!■»  frmn  the  atait-o.  —  Cbokek. 


portrait  of  him  painted  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
soon  after  he  had  publishe<l  his  Dictionary,  in 
the  attitude  of  sitting  in  his  easy  chair  in 
deep  meditation ;  which  was  the  first  picture 
his  friend  did  for  him,  which  Sir  Joshua  very 
kindly  ]>resented  to  me,  and  from  which  an 
engraving  has  been  made  for  this  work.  Mr. 
Davies  mentioned  my  name,  and  respectfully 
intnxluced  me  to  him.  I  was  much  agitate<l ; 
and  re<;ollecting  his  prejudice  against  the 
Scotch,  of  which  I  had  heard  much,  I  said  to 
Davies,  *•  Don't  tell  where  I  come  from.**  — . 
"From  Scotland,**  cried  Davies,  roguishly. 
" Mr.  Johnson,**  said  I,  "I  do  indeed  come 
from  Scotland,  but  I  cannot  help  it.'*  I  am 
willing  to  flutter  myself  that  I  meant  this  as 
light  pleasantry  to  soothe  and  conciliate  him, 
jiud  not  as  an  humiliating  abasement  at  the 
expense  of  my  country.  But  however  that 
might  be,  this  speech  was  somewhat  unlucky  ; 
for  with  that  quickness  of  wit  for  which  he 
was  so  remarkable,  he  seized  the  expression 
"  come  from  Scotland,"  which  I  used  in  the 
sense  of  being  of  that  country  ;  and,  as  if  I 
had  said  that  I  had  come  away  from  it,  or  left 
it,  retorted,  "  That,  Sir,  I  find,  is  what  a  very 
great  many  of  your  countrymen  cannot  help.  * 
This  stroke  stunned  me  a  good  deal;  and 
when  we  had  sat  down,  I  felt  myself  not  a 
little  embarrassed,  and  apprehensive  of  what 
luight  come  next.  He  then  addressed  himself 
to  Davies :  "  What  do  you  think  of  Garrick  ? 
lie  has  refused  me  an  order  for  the  play  for 
!&Iiss  Williams,  because  he  knows  the  house  will 
be  full,  and  that  an  order  would  be  worth 
three  shilliugs.'*  Eager  to  take  any  opening  to 
get  into  conversation  with  him,  I  ventured  to 
suy,  **  O  Sir,  I  cannot  think  Mr.  Garrick 
would  gHKljie  sui'h  a  trilie  to  you."  "  Sir," 
said  he,  with  a  .stern  look,  "I  have  known 
David  (iarrick  longer  than  you  have  done: 
and  I  know  no  right  you  have  t<>  talk  to  me 
on  the  suhjecl.!'  IVrhups  I  deserved  this 
check ;  ftir  it  was  rather  j)rosnmptuous  in  nie, 
an  entire  stranger,  t(»  express  any  doubt  of  the 
ju.stice  of  hitf  animadversion  ujxm  his  old 
ao(piauit'inre  and  ])ui)il.*  J  now  felt  myself 
much  niortilie<l,  and  began  to  think  that  the 
hope  which   1  hud  long  indulged  of  obtaining 


'  Mr.  Mtirphy,  In  hl»  "  F««i.iy  on  the  I-lfc  ami  Genhi*  of 
Dr.  JohnixH),''  [tir>t  pulilitlnil  aftrr  the  flr»t  edition  of 
this  work.]  has  rivlmi  nri  aci'ount  of  thin  meeting  consider- 
ably dilTerrnt  Irom  mim-.  1  am  |>er»uaded  without  any 
consiriouiiieoii  of  error.  Ills  inemnry,  at  the  end  i>f  near 
thirty  veam,  hao  und<iul)te4ly  d4>e>>ive(l  him,  and  he  suppotei 
hiniiifi'f  to  ►..ire  l>e«-n  present  at  a  M.cne  whu-h  he  has  pro- 
ImIiIv  heard  in.-tcrurately  deMTilMii  by  others.  In  mv  note 
tiikr'n  on  thf  my  rfiiy,  in  whit-h  I  am  cunA<li'nt  I  marked  every 
thinit  material  that  pa»M><l.  no  mention  it  made  of  this  gen- 
tleman ,  and  I  am  »iire  that  I  nbould  not  have  omitted  one 
so  well  known  In  the  literary  world.  It  tnay  easily  lie 
ima!{ini>«i  that  this  my  tirU  interview  with  Ur.  Johnson,  witli 
all  it^  rlriMiiiuianees,  made  a  *tron;f  iiiipre^sioa  on  my  mind, 
un«i  would  In^  reKi<tfre«l  with  peculiar  attention.  —  Diwwcll. 

*  Th.it  thi«  waji  a  momentary  »ally  aKainil  Garrirk  there 
ran  Iw  no  duuht ,  for  .it  .litlin'on'i  de»{re  he  had.  some  years 
iMM'ore.  i:ivetinlH>netit-ni}!litat  lii>  llientre  to  lliL»  very  perum. 
tiy  whirli  *>he  ii.id  ^«>l  two  hundred  (Hiuiidii.  Joli'in'Mi.  iiideeti, 
upon  all  other  fi<:c:i»i<iii«.  when  I  nat  in  hi<  comiuny.  prai«ed 
the  very  lUH*rjil  cliaiity  of  Oairirk.  1  itiice  mmtiiim^  lu 
K    3 
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htfl  acquaintance  was  blasted.  And,  in  trutli, 
bad  not  my  ardour  been  uncommonly  strong, 
and  my  resolution  uncommonly  persevering, 
so  rough  a  reception  might  have  deterred  me 
for  ever  from  making  any  further  attempts. 
Fortunately,  however,  I  remained  upon  the 
field  not  wholly  discomfited;  and  was  soon 
rewarded  by  hearing  some  of  his  conversation, 
of  which  I  preserved  the  following  short 
minute,  without  marking  the  questions  and 
observations  by  which  it  was  produced. 

"  People,"  he  remarked,  "  may  be  token  in 
once,  who  imagine  that  an  author  is  greater  in 
private  life  than  other  men.  Uncommon  parts 
require  uncommon  opportunities  for  their 
exertion.** 

"  In  barbarous  society,  superiority  of  parts 
is  of  real  consequence.  Great  strength  or. 
great  wisdom  is  of  much  value  to  an  indi- 
vidual. But  in  more  polished  times  there  are 
people  to  do  every  thing  for  mouej ;  and  then 
there  are  a  number  of  other  superiorities,  such 
as  those  of  birth,  and  fortune,  and  rank,  that 
dissipate  men's  attention,  and  leave  no  extra- 
ordinary share  of  respect  for  personal  and 
intellectual  superiority.  This  is  wisely  ordered 
by  Providence,  to  preserve  some  equality 
among  mankind.^ 

"Su-,  this  book  ('The  Elements  of  Cri- 
ticism ; ' '  which  he  had  taken  up)  is  a  pretty 
essay,  and  deserves  to  be  held  in  some  estima- 
tion, though  much  of  it  is  chimerical.'* 

Speaking  of  one  *  who  with  more  than 
ordmary  boldness  attacked  public  measures 
and  the  royal  family,  he  said,  "  I  think  he  is 
safe  from  the  law,  but  he  is  au  abusive 
scoundrel ;  and  instead  of  applying  to  my 
Lord  Chief  Justice  to  punish  him,  I  would 
send  half  a  dozen  footmen  and  have  him  well 
ducked." 

"  The  notion  of  liberty  amuses  the  people  of 
England,  and  helps  to  keep  off  the  Ueaium  vita. 
When  a  butcher  tells  vou  that  his  heart  bleeds 
for  his  country^  he  has,  in  fact,  no  uneasy 
feeling.** 

"Sheridan  will  not  succeed  at  Bath  with 
his  oratory-  Ridicule  has  gone  down  before 
him,  and,  1  doubt,  Derrick  is  liis  enemy.*'  ^ 

"  Derrick  may  do  very  well,  as  long  as  he 
can  outrun  his  character ;  but  the  moment  his 
character  gets  up  with  him,  it  is  all  over.** 


him, "  It  i*  nbaenred.  Sir.  tbnt  ynu  attack  Garrick  yotirtplf. 
btitwIU  luffer  nobody  eUe  to  do  it."  Johnion  (sreiling) : 
'*  Why,  Sir,  that  it  true."— Boswbil. 

These  talliet  are  of  too  fyequent  recnrretice  to  allow  ui 
to  recetre  Boswfll't  apolofreticAl  assertion  that  thpy  were 
inomentary  ;  and  t«o  many  circumstances  or  his  conduct 
towards  both  Garrick  and  Sheridan  remind  us  of  Davics's 
admiasion.  In  his  Life  of  Garrick,  that  Johnson  was  but  too 
sutceptible  of  the  feeling  of  envy.  ••  I  never,  "  he  says, 
"  knew  any  man  but  one  —  Doctor  Johnson  —  who  had  the 
honesty  and  courage  to  confess  that  he  had  a  tincture  of 
enmi  in  him."  ii.  aso.  It  is  ereditalile  to  the  candour 
both  of  Davies  and  Johnson,  that  this  |Muisagc  was  read 
by  Johnson  before  its  publication.  See  also  a  somewhat 
similar  confession  from  Boswcll  himself,  pott,  sub  17th 
AprU,  1778 CaoKsa. 

I  By  Henry  Home,  Lord  Kames ;  published  in  1762.— 
Cbukbr. 


It  is,  however,  but  just  to  record,  that  s 
years  afterwards,  when  I  reminded  him  of 
sarcasm,  he  said,  ''*'  Well,  but  Derrick  has 
got  a  character  that  he  need  not  run  away  frc 

I  was  highly  pleased  with  the  extraordii 
vigour  of  his  conversation,  and  regretted 
I  was  drawn  away  from  it  by  an  engagen 
at  another  place.     I  had,  for  a  part  of 
evening,  been  left  alone  with  him,  and 
ventured  to  make   an  observation   now 
then,  which  he  received  very  civilly :  so  ' 
I  was  satisfied  that  though  there  was  a  rov 
ness  in  his  manner,  there  was  no  ill-natun 
his  disposition.     Davies  followed  me  to 
door,  and  when  I  complained  to  him  a  littl 
the  hard  blows  which  the  great  man  had  gi 
me,  he  kindly  took  upon  him  to  console  mi 
saying,  "  Don't  be  uneasy,  I  can  see  he  1 
you  very  well." 

A  few  daj8  afterwards  I  called  on  Doi 
and  asked  him  if  he  thought  I  might  take 
liberty  of  waiting  on  Mr.  Johnson  at 
chambers  in  the  Temple.    Ue  said  I  certa 
might,  and  that  Mr.  Johnson  would  take  i 
a  compliment.     So  upon  Tuesday  the  24tl 
i\Ja^,  after  having  been  enlivened  by  the  w 
sallies    of     Messieurs    Thornton*,     WB 
Churchill,  and  Lloyd,  with  whom  I  had  p« 
the  morning,  I  boldly  repaired  to  Jooni 
His  chambers  were  on  the  first  floor  of  N« 
Inner  Temple  Lane,  and  I  entered  them  i 
an  impression  given  me  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  £ 
of  Edinburgh,  who  had  been  introduced  to 
not  long  before,  and  described  his    h«i 
"  found  the  Giant  in  his  den ; "  an  exprai 
which,  when  I  came  to  be  pretty  well 
quainted  with  Johnson,   I  repeated  to  I 
and  he  was  diverted  nt  this  picturesque 
count  of  himself.  Dr.  Blair*  had  been  preses 
to  him  by  Dr.  James  Fordyce.^    At  this  • 
the  controversy  concerning  the  pieces  publi 
by  Mr.  James  Macpherson,  as  tranautioii 
Ossian,  was  at  its  neight.      Johnson  had 
along  denied    their  authenticity ;   and,  ' 
was  still  more  provoking  to  their  adml 
maintained   that    they  had  no  merit, 
subject    having    been    introduced     by 
Fordyce,   Dr.  Blair,  relying  on  the  int 
evidence  of  their  antiquity,  asked  Dr.  Jol 
whether  he  thought  any  man  of  a  moder 
could  have  written  such  poems?     Jol 


2  Mr.  Wilkev,  no  doubt.  Boswell  was  a  friend  ai 
sonaUy.  an  admirer  of  Wilkes,  and  therefore  *n 
nerly  (Wilkes  being  still  alive)  suppressed  the  n 
CaoKBa. 

3  Mr.  Sheridan  was  then  reading  lectures  upon  Or 
Bath,  where  Derrick  was  Master  of  the  CeremoDion 
the  phrase  is.  Kino.  —  Boswell. 

*  Boswell  had  a  passion  for  getting  acquainted  wftl 
notorieties  of  tho  day,  and  these  wore  then  reigni 
—  CaoKRR. 

*  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  the  celebrated  professor  and 
of  Edinburgh ;  born  in  1718.  died  in  1800.  The! 
"  Di»Reriation  on  Ossian"  appeared  in  1768.  —  Wbk 

6  Dr.  James  Fordyce.  author  of  "  Sermons  ti 
Women,"  Kc,  was  bom  at  Aberdeen  in  1790,  am 
Bath  in  17UG.  —  Wbiuiit. 
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replied,  "  Yea,  Sir,  many  men,  many  women, 
and  many  children/*  Johnson,  at  this  time, 
did  not  know  that  Dr.  lilair  hod  just  pub- 
lished a  Dissertation,  not  only  defending  their 
authenticity,  but  seriuuslv  ranking:  them  with 
the  poemn  of  Homer  and  Vircil ;  and  when  he 
was  atWrwards  informed  of  this  oirciunstunce, 
he  expressed  some  displeasure  at  Dr.  Fordyee's 
having  8u;rgc8ted  the  topic,  and  suid,  ^*  I  am 
not  sorry  that  they  j;ot  thus  much  for  their 
pains.  Sir,  it  was  like  leading  one  to  talk  of 
a  book  when  the  author  is  concealed  behind 
the  door." 

He  received  mc  very  courteously ;  but  it 
must  be  confessed,  that  his  apartment,  and 
furniture,  and  morning  dress,  were  sufficiently 
uncouth.  His  brown  suit  of  clothes  looked 
Tery  rusty ;  he  had  on  a  little  oM  shrivelled 
unpowdered  wig,  which  was  too  small  for  his 
held ;  his  shirt-neck  and  knees  of  his  breeches 
were  lootic;  his  black  worsted  stockings  ill 
drawn  up ;  and  he  had  a  pair  of  unbuckled 
fhoes  by  way  of  slippers.  But  all  these 
slovenly  particularities  were  forgotten  the 
noment  that  he  began  to  talk.  Some  gentle- 
men, whom  I  do  not  recollect,  were  sitting 
with  him ;  and  when  they  went  away,  I  also 
row ;  but  be  said  to  me,  **  Nay,  don't  go.*'  — 
**Sir,"  saidX,  "lam  afraid  tiiat  I  intrude  upon 
Tou.  It  is  bencvc^ent  to  allow  me  to  sit  imd 
liear  you."  He  seemcrl  pleased  with  this  com- 
pliment, which  I  siiu;erely  paid  him,  and 
answered,  **Sir,  I  am  obligeil  to  any  man  who 
visits  me."~I  have  preserved  the  following 
short  minute  of  what  i>as.<'ed  this  day. 

**  Madness  fre<piently  discovers  itself  merely 

by    unnecessary    deviation    from    the    usual 

ujodes  of  the  worLl.     !My  iK)i)r  friend  Smart 

sbowe<l  the  disturbance  uf  his  mind  by  failing 

urion  his  knees  and  saying  his  prayers  in  the 

«rf*vt,  or  in  any  othi-r  unusual  j)lace.     N(»w, 

aithouglu    rationally    speaking,  it   is   greater 

I  mail^e^s  nut   to  pray  at  all,  than  to  i^ray  as 

I  Saurt  did.  I  am  afraid  there  arc  so  many  who 

I  <lo  not   f»ray,  that  their  understanding  is  not 

caUi^l  in  <pii.'?ition.*' 

i      Concerning  this  unfortunate  ]>'K?t,  Christo- 

Jiher   Snvirt,    who   wasi    ronfmcMl   in   a  niad- 

boiue  ',  he  had,  at  another  time,  the  following 

'•♦tnversati«Mi    with     Dr.  IJ'irm.'y.  —  Ih.uNKY. 

I  "  How  dew's  poor  Smart  do,  Sir*:*  i«<  he  likely 

t'l  r.-coi'cr  !"*  **    Johnson.   "  Ir  seems  as  it' his 

!  mi-.d  had  roajied  to  s.trugLdi.'  wiih  the  disease; 

■  f'.rh..*  :iTi»w?*  fat  upon  it."  iJiuNKV.  "l^erhap^, 

St.   ih.it    m'ly    be  from   want    of   exeriM.«.e." 

Joii>i>r>>.     *' No,  Sir;  he  has  jjartly  as   miieh 

^  •■itT'  iM:  'a*  In*  used  to  hav(>.  foi  he  digs  in  the 

!  SV'Uru.     Jri'lt^Ml,   l»el'i)n'  his    contineiiu'nt,    he 

'  iiH-J  lor  ex<Ti-i^e  to  walk  to  the   aI''-house: 


but  he  was    carried  back  again.    I  did  not 
think  he  ought  to  be  shut  up.     His  infirmities 
j  were  not  noxious  to  society.     He  insisted  on 
I  peojile  praying  with  him  ;  and  I'd  as  lief  pray 
;  with  Kit  Smart  as  any  one  else.    Another 
!  chnrtre  was,  that  he  did  not  love  clean  linen  : 
I  and  1  have  no  passion  for  it." 
I      Johnson  continued.  "  Mankind  have  a  great 
!  aversion    to    intellectual  labour  - ;  but  even 
I  sup}>osing  knowleilge  to  be  easily  attainable,. 
I  more  people  would  be  content  to  be  ignorant 
than  would  take  even  a  little  trouble  to  ac- 
quire it." 

"  The  morality  of  an  action  depends  on  the 
motive  from  which  we  act.  If  1  fling  h:Uf  a 
crown  to  a  beggar  with  intention  to  break  his 
head,  and  he  picks  it  up  and  buys  victuals 
with  it,  the  physical  eflect  is  good  ;'  but,  with 
respeet  to  me,  the  action  is  very  wrong.  So, 
religious  exercises,  if  not  performed  with  an 
intention  to  please  God,  avail  us  nothing.  As 
our  Saviour  says  of  those  who  pei-form  them 
fn)m  other  motives,  *  Verily  they  have  their 
reward.' 

"The  Christiun  religion  has  very  strong 
evidences.  It,  indeed,  appears  in  some  degree 
strange  to  reason ;  but  m  History  we  have 
undoubted  facts,  sigainst  which,  in  reasoning 
a  priori^  we  have  more  arguments  than  we 
have  for  them :  but  then,  testimony  has  great 
weight,  and  casts  the  balance.  I  would  re- 
commend to  every  man  whose  faith  is  vet 
unsettled,  Grotius,  Dr.  Pearson,  and  i)r. 
Clarke.;* 

Talking  of  Gai'rick,  he  said,  "  He  is  the 
first  man  in  the  world  for  i?prightly  con- 
versation." 

\Vhen  I  ro>:e  a  second  time,  ho  again  pres.^ed 
me  to  stay,  which  J  did. 

He  tohl  me,  that  he  generally  went  abroad 
at  ibur  in  the  afternoon,  and  seldom  came 
home  till  two  in  the  nu>rniiig.  1  took  the 
liberty  to  ask  if  he  did  not  think  it  wrong 
to  live  thuf,  and  not  make  more  use  <'f  his 
great  talents.  Hu  owned  it  Avas  a  bad  habir. 
On  reviewing,  at  the  ilistanee  of  manv  years, 
my  journal  of  this  jKU-iod,  I  wonder  lii»w,  at 
my  fn-jit  visit,  1  ventured  to  talk  to  him  sf) 
freely,  and  that  he  bore  it  Avith  f^o  njueh 
indulgenre. 

llt'tore  we  parted,  he  was  r-o  good  as  to 
pr(»mise  to  favour  me  with  his  eompany  one 
evening  at  my  lodgings  ;  and,  »>*  I  took  my 
leave,  shook  me  cordially  by  the  hand.  It  is 
almost  needless  to  adtl,'  that  J  felt  no  little 
I'lation  a:  having  now  so  happily  establishe«l 
an  a«"iiuaintance  of  which  I  nad  been  so  long 
ji!p.lii;i:>ii<. 

Mv    read.M-s   will,    I    trust,  excuse   me   for 


'  I»  hi*  b""'"!  »■  '•"■«•■  '■•■■I  ■■*'">■  J'/}iii«'ii.  who  (•!ittiiii<'<l  .1  ^.laiv 
"Wv  ^I'.wun  *'\  Iir:i»ii  lo-t.»  lur  y.ililiii.  INmitM-t.  Waltsi, 
i4  BtM'kn'.or^,  fl^  ii"t  do  :><(  imirli  tor  liis  irii'inl  Smart,  a 
VDiri^i^t  rht:;  •inj' ■>' Oi<-rn.  .-iiid  ii<»t  let  pioiK.  Vcrliaps 
f  ««•  An.t'TTnK  \tx  llic  irrc'^'ul.irity  ol  poor  Sm.irt'-i  iiiiinl 
■d  h>.  Ml  riHinM'tlon  «ilh  whi4-h  h<'  proliaMy  ()iiiti;;ht  tliHt 
rii  pi;u«  |>^><>Rit  would  rutlurr  S4  a:i(i.-il:i<>  than  edily  :  or  th»;re 


iiuy  h;ivi>  l»-.-n  «miio  liilHiu'lv  aJx'Ut  the  e.iiif/riflit  of  hi* 
I  ix'ms,  :»>  |I:.T,'  UH»,  wi-  Lno*.  ulioiit  tl:i>M<  of  iv<  hlsmith. 
Si-<>  ft-xt,  <iil)  .Inly  '.:  177<>.  Sni.irt  a  arr  !i>  hi*  toimd.  w'nh 
n  /.iv.  in  Att>trtiiin\<t  I'ltf*.  Stn.irt  il>c«l  in  ITjr),  a-t.  7" — 
C'bok'  k. 

•*  S>-o  pwt,  Jn'y  30.  I7*fc1,  an  opiiiiiiit  *ii:rfnh.it  cliff.r  •iii.— 
C'roklk. 
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«.    kjvii  1  told 

*  ^.*N,»i    -ttitf  upon 

>^,.  ;    fc  uiao.    Sir, 

*i>  '.i^rtlfnuAncefl 

».     «.»fc-a  wwvrs  in  one 

.:   ■.     .*.sc  our  opinion 

ic  >iiows  what  may 

....    :i^  .i^i^Hioatiou  ;  so  that 

.   ..    Iia«  >y  giving  as  much 

s  .'^U     viOt^fi*^  he  may  never 

, , »  .   .T    k  'iuiv\  vnr  ilance  upon  a 

....    \.  .»|udilv  oxjHirt  in  what- 

.    X  w>  .'iiosc'u  to  pursue."* 

v-.^iv   «*v  l>v  the  hand  at  part- 

,:  .^^^..  «v  '%a»  I  did  not  come  oftener 

■  hiui.  ''»■'■*  '•'*;  '^^^  ^  ***  ^^^  "^  ^**  SP^^ 
.  1.  vv  '  .«  .  .vivu.  i»ial  ho  had  not  ffivcn  me 
.  uii  :i»v...  .»;».iiu'"i*  *ud  reminded  him  of 
K-     »»»-^V    '    ^^d  iw^ivetl  from  him  at  our 

I*  oiii  I.*vw.i.  >iiulc,  "  nover  mind  those  thin^. 
,  ..k..  **».'  \*«."  tf  *^»t^'*»  *»  y^^  can.     I  shall  be 

!  'u.i  \-aiiit  that  his  place  of  frequent 
, ,. ..  n.w»  ih\'  Mitrt^  Tavern  in  Fleet  Street^ 
.»  K.c  -.u-  l*^^!'*!  t«*  !«it  up  late,  and  I  begged^  I 
>  \:k  v  4lU>»(st  to  {Hbis  an  evening  with  him 
■K.v  ^^^'u.  «hiih  he  promised  1  should.  A 
....  -Hx^  .uU-rwanU*  I  met  him  near  Temple 
Vk;,  iKmC  oito  o'rliH'k  in  the  mominj^,  and 
..:^».d  il'  ho  would  then  go  to  the  Mitre. 
Si  J,"  "iAid  ho,  *•  it  is  too  late;  they  won't  let 
s..  tu.  Hut  1*11  go  with  you  another  night  with 
ul  uk\  hoart.** 

V  ro\\dution  of  some  iranortanee  in  my 
ii^Hu  v>i'  lifo  had  jitst  taken  place ;  for  instead 
A  )ii\K-ui'iug  a  ooniiuission  in  the  foot -guards, 
\hhioh  wo-t  my  own  inclination,  I  had,  in  com- 
ifliuhco  with  Uky  father's  wishes,  agreed  to 
.»tudy  the  law,  and  was  soon  to  set  out  for 
I'liwlrt,  to  hear  the  lectures  of  an  excellent 
civilian  in  that  University,  and  then  tf>  pro- 
ii-etl  on  my  travels.  Though  very  desirous 
ol'  obtaining  Dr.  Johnson's  advice  and  instruc- 
tions on  the  mode  of  jnirsuing  my  studios,  I 
wiLH  at  this  tunc  so  occupied,  shall  1  call  it  ?  or 
s^i  dissipated,  by  the  aniusemonts  of  London, 

I  "  lit  ih*  yisir  IT»"»4  vmf  John*nn.  nn  Irishman,  rxhibiti'd 
1114m  U'*U  ot  actUity  in  hor«i*nijuthip,  and  wai.  i(  i»  bc- 
lu'tt**!-  Ill**  ^"*^  |ii-rriifim>r,  nl  tliAt  timf.  In  nr  atMiii  Loiiilim. 
||it  «ii«  »n  Mi'tii«>  di'vrr  ft'llov  hi  hit  way."  Priur't  L(/f  of 
ttttilt\  vol.  i  |i.  1-.M.—  CrkKBk. 

tf  \  row  itrt^'iKMiii-iit*  ill  the  Sirand.  hrtwr^ii  Wvch  Striift 
«nil  IViiipli'  liar, ami  *- m>  CiillMt  Tntin  thif  butcher*'  nhamhles 
».ii  llio  ««i«h  »i.l»'."  tStr)!*,  0.  iv.  p.  IIH.)  Biiti-her  K->v 
«iM  I'uIImI  (i«>»n  ill  1^13.  «:ul  Ihe  prrtoiit  Pickrtt  Stirtrt 
via-UhI  itt  lU »:i'ail.  —  !♦.  riNsi!<tr.ii vm. 


sfttf  our  next  meeting  waa  not  till 
Jxae  ifth,  when,  happening  to  dine  1 
Msing-house,  in  Butcher  Kow',  I  wa 
:<cc  A>  perceive  Johnson  come  in  and  tal 
«»>*«->  ai  another  table.  The  mode  of 
.^  ^r«»c  rather  being  fed,  at  such  hous^  in  ] 
«.«  y«>  well  known  to  many  to  be  partici 
social,  as  there  is  no  Ordinary, 
com]>any,  but  each  person  has  his 
and  18  under  no  obligation  to  hold 
course  with  any  one.  A  liberal  and  ft 
man,  however,  who  loves  to  talk,  - 
through  this  churlish  and  unsocial 
Johnson  and  an  Irish  gentleman 
dispute  concerning  the  cause  of  son 
mankind  being  black.  "Why,  ! 
Johnson,  "  it  has  been  accounted  fo 
ways :  either  by  supposing  that  th 
posterity  of  Ham,  who  was  cursed 
CrOD  at  first  created  two  kinds  of 
black  and  another  white;  or  thi 
heat  of  the  sun  the  skin  is  scorch) 
acquires  a  sooty  hue.  This  mattez 
much  canvassed  among  naturalists 
never  been  brought  to  any  ccrti 
A^liat  the  Irishman  said  is  totally  ^ 
from  my  mind;  but  I  remembei 
became  very  warm  and  intcrapcn 
expressions:  upon  which  Johnson 
(|uietly  walked  away.  ^\lien  he  hi 
his  antagonist  took  his  revenge,  as  h 
by  saying,  "  He  hiw  a  most  ungaii 
and  un  atifectation  of  pom|X)sity,  un 
a  man  of  genius." 

Johnson  had  not  observed  that  I 

room.  I  followed  him,  however,  and 

to  meet  me  in  the  evening  at  the 

called  on  him,  and  we  went  thithe 

We  had  a  g<K)d   supjwr,  and  por 

which  he  then  sometimes  drank  a  bo 

orthodox  high-church  sound  of  the 

the    figure    and    manner  of   the 

Samvel  Johnson,  —  the  extraordie 

and  precision  of  his  conversation 

pride  arising  from  finding  myself  « 

his  companion,  produced  a  varie^ 

tions,  and  a  pleasing  cle\*ation  of  mu 

what  I  had  ever  before  experienced. 

i  my  Journal  the  following  minute  o 

j"  versatiim,  which,  though  it  will  ^ 

!  very  faint  notion  of  what  passed,  li 

'  degree,  a  valuable  record ;  and  it  i» 

i  rious  in  this  view,  as  showing  how  1: 

his  mind  were  some  opinions  which 

his  works. 

■      "  CoUev  CiblH?r  ',  Sir,  was  by  m 
I  bloi-khoai) :  but  by  arrogating  to  h 

3  Cnllcy  Ciblirr  was  Imm  in  1671.  bnrr  arm 
the  rvTolutlon.  and  »oon  .iftor  wrnt  on  the  itai 
In  I<il).%  he  ap|M*arvd  as  a  writer  of  ci^inediet  w 
dt>«erveil  fiKv«»«.  He  quiUM  the  ftase  In  ! 
ai^KMiited  port  lanreAte,  and  <1ii>d  in  17.S7.  H 
hit  own  Life,  undi-r  th'  mnde*!  title  nf  an  A| 
only  a  very  ainti>ini!  cuUertion  of  tlicatrical  • 
«hi>w*  (iti»ider.ible  |>ower  of  ubMrrratiua  and 
vharactvr.  —  Cbukkk. 
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cb,  he  waa  in  danger  of  losing  that  degree 
estimation  to  which  he  waa  entitled.  His 
:nds  gave  out  that  he  intended  his  birth-day 
ca  should  be  bad :  but  that  was  not  the 
e.  Sir ;  for  he  kept  them  many  months  by 
I,  and  a  few  years  before  he  died  he  showed 
one  of  them,  with  great  solicitude  to  render 
IS  perfect  as  might  be,  and  I  made  some 
rections,  to  which  he  was.  not  very  willing 
lubmit.  I  remember  the  following  couplet 
illusion  to  the  King  and  himself:  — 

*  Perch'd  on  the  eagle's  soaring  wing, 
'I*be  lowly  linnet  loves  to  sing.' 

y  he  had  heard  something  of  the  fabulous 
i  of  the  wren  sitting  upon  the  eagle's  wing, 
1  he  had  applied  it  to  a  linnet.  Gibber's 
liliar  stjle,  however,  was  better  than  that 
ich  Whitehead  has  assumed.  Grand  non- 
ise  la  insupportable.  Whitehead  is  but  a 
ie  man  to  mscribe  verses  to  players.*' ' 
I  did  not  presume  to  controvert  this  censure, 
lich  was  tinctured  with  his  prejudice  against 
lycTs;  but  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  a 
amatic  poet  might  with  propriety  pay  a  com- 
iment  to  an  eminent  performer,  as  White- 
ad  has  very  happily  done  in  his  verses  to 
Ir.Garrick. 

"Sir,  1  do  not  think  Gray  a  first-rate  poet, 
le  has*  not  a  bold  imagination,  nor  much 
oomand  of  words.  The  obscurity  in  which 
«  kas  iDTolved  himself  will  not  persuade  us 
lurt  he  is  sublime.  His  Elegy  in  a  Churchyard 
«  X  happy  selection  of  images  *,  but  T  don't 
b  vhat  are  called  his  great  things.  His  ode 
l>ich,begins  — 

*  Ruin  seize  ihcc,  ruthless  King, 
Confusion  on  thy  banners  wait !  ' 

8  been  celebrated  f<^r  its  abruptness,  and 
iinpn?  into  the  subject  all  at  once.  But 
charts  a.s  th«»c  have  no  merit,  unless  when 
tj  are  original.  We  admire  them  only  once ; 
d  this  abruptness  has  nothin":  new  in  it. 
e  have  had  it  often  before.  Nay,  we  have 
a  the  old  song  of  Johnny  Armstrong :  — 

there  ever  a  man  in  all  Scotland, 
vm  the  hi;rh«r»t  estate  to  the  lowest  degree,' &c. 

i  then.  Sir, 

Tk.  there  is  a  man  in  Westmorland, 

Aad  Johnny  Armstrong  they  do  him  call.' 

9t,  now,  you  plunge  at  once  into  the  sub-  i 
.  You  have  no  previous  narration  to  lead  ' 
to  it.  Tiie  two  next  lines  in  that  Ode  ! 
I  think,  very  good  :  — 


•  Though  fann'd  by  Conquest's  crimson  wing. 
They  mock  the  air  with  idle  state.* "  ' 

Here  let  it  be  observed,  that  although  his 
opinion  of  Gray's  poetry  was  widely  difl'erent 
from  mine,  and,  I  believe,  from  that  of  most 
men  of  taste,  by  whom  it  is  with  justice  highly 
admired,  there  is  certainly  much  absurdity  in 
the  clamour  which  has  been  raised,  as  if  he 
had  been  culpably  iniurious  to  the  merit  of 
that  bard,  and  had  been  actuated  by  envy. 
Alas!  ye  little  short-sighted  critics,  could 
Johnson  be  envious  of  the  tolenta  of  any  of 
his  contemporaries?^  That  his  opinion  on 
this  subject  was  what  in  private  and  in  public 
he  uniformly  expressed,  regardless  of  what 
others  might  thmk,  we  may  wonder,  and 
perhaps  re^et ;  but  it  is  shallow  and  unjust 
to  charge  him  with  expressing  what  he  did  not 
think. 

Finding  him  in  a  placid  humour,  and  wishing 
to  avail  myself  of  the  opportimity  which  I 
fortunately  had  of  consulting  a  sage,  to  hear 
whose  wisdom,  I  conceived,  m  the  ardour  of 
youthful  imagination,  that  men  filled  with  a 
noble  enthusiasm  for  intellectual  improvement 
would  gladly  have  resorted  from  distant  lands, 
I  opened  my  mind  to  him  ingenuously,  and 
pave  him  a  little  sketch  of  my  life,  to  which 
he  was  pleased  to  listen  with  great  attention. 

I  acknowledged,  that  though  educated  very 
strictl^r  in  the  principles  of  religion,  I  had  for 
some  time  been  misled  into  a  certain  degree  of 
infidelity;  but  that  I  was  come  now  to  a  better 
way  of  thinking,  and  was  fuUv  satisfied  of  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  revelation,  though  I 
was  not  clear  as  to  every  point  considered  to 
be  orthodox.  Being  at  all  times  a  curious 
examiner  of  the  human  mind,  and  pleased 
with  an  undisguised  di8[)lay  of  what  had 
passed  in  it,  he  call(»d  to  mc  with  warmth, 
"  Give  me  your  hand  ;  I  have  taken  a  liking 
to  you."  lie  then  began  t<i  descant  upon  the 
force  of  testimony,  and  the  little  we  could 
know  of  final  causes  ;  so  that  the  objections 
of,  Why  was  it  so  ?  or,  Whv  was  it  not  so  Y 
ought  not  to  disturb  us :  adding,  that  he  him- 
self had  at  one  period  been  guilty  of  a  temiio- 
rary  neglect  of  religion  ;  but  that  it  was  not 
the  result  of  argument,  but  mere  absence  of 
thouirht. 

At'ter  having  given  credit  to  reports  of  his 
bigotry,  I  yriis  agreeably  surprised  when  he 
expressed  the  following  verv  liberal  sentiment, 
which  has  the  additional  value  of  obviating  au 
objection  to  our  holy  religion,  founded  ui>on 
the  discordant  tenets  of  Christians  themselves  : 


lb  WM  a  tHf^r  jumed.  !t  is  to  \>r  ffare«I,  more  at  Cir- 
liwlioni  Ihf  \rr»e«  »crf  iiiccrib4;J}  than  at  Whitohcjid. 
WMCchvad.  *fr  ante,  p.  V,.  n.  2. —  Crokf.r. 
if  ■oreljr  a  hHppy  »<-li'rtion  of  exprcstiont.  Wh.tt  dors 
IWMM?  a*  to  the  critirism  and  qu(>tHti')n<  which  ftil- 
hiywipbC  tir  jMrdonablf  In  lo<)$i>  ronv^TKatinn  ;  hnt 
M^SBMrkily  for  hi*  own  reputation,  hits  prt><ii<rvi>(l 
to  Ma  niticttin  on  firuy  in  th^  I.ivrt  of  thf  I'octs. 
I  acOB*  to  hare  tirrn  lomo  liind  of  ptriinnal  pii|iie 
nJvkuon  and  CIrajr,  for  Mr.  Norton  Nicliolls  (un/f\ 


'  p.  127.  n.  2)  taj«,  "  Grajr  dinlikod  Johnran  and  dfcHnrd  hit 
I  HcqiMinUxrc,  thouftli  tio  rc«portvd  hit  uiiderttaoding,  and 
!  fttill  more  hi«  goodnfM  of  heart."  —  Crokcr. 

•■»  My  frirnd,  Mr.  Malonr-,  In  his  valuable  romments  on 
I  Siiali»iMviro,  has  trarod  in  tliat  Rrrat  poet  d»sj<rla  mnmhra  of 
'  tlu'sf  lini'S — nonwKLL.  A  nirco  of  unnerotsary  trouble. 
i  <>ray  had  already  p<>int«<<i  nut  n1»  obliftation  to  Shakspeare's 

Kiuft  John,  in  his  notes  to  the  poem.  —  V.  Ci<nningham. 
*  IVrhaps  not  of  their  talents,  but  unmetimes.  it  may  be 

teared,  of  their  tuccesi.    Sec  anti,  p.  133.  n.  4.  —  (?ROKBa. 
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—  (*  For  my  part,  Sir,  I  think  all  Christians, 
whether  Papists  or  Protestants,  ajrree  in  the 
essential  articles,  and  that  their  differences  are 
trivial,  and  rather  political  than  religious.*' 

We  talked  of  belief  in  ghosts.  He  said, 
"  Sir,  I  make  a  distinction  between  what  a 
man  may  experience  by  the  mere  strength  of 
his  imagination,  and  what  imagination  cannot 
possibly  produce.  Thus,  suppose  I  should 
think  that  I  saw  a  form,  and  heard  a  voice  cry, 
*  Johnson,  you  are  a  very  wicked  fellow,  and 
unless  you  repent  you  will  certainly  be 
punished  :  *  my  own  unworthiness  is  so  deeply 
impressed  upon  my  mind,  that  I  might  imagine 
I  thus  saw  and  heard,  and  therefore  I  should 
not  believe  that  an  external  communication 
had  been  made  to  me.  But  if  a  form  should 
appear,  and  a  voice  should  tell  me  that  a  par- 
ticular man  had  died  at  a  particular  place,  and 
a  particular  hour,  a  fact  which  I  had  no  ap- 
prehension of,  nor  any  means  of  knowing,  and 
this  fact,  with  all  its  circumstances,  should 
afterwards  be  unquestionably  proved,  I  should 
in  that  case  be  persuaded  that  I  had  super- 
natural intelligence  imparted  to  me.** 

Here  it  is  proper,  once  for  all,  to  give  a 
true  and  fair  statement  of  Johnson's  way  of 
thinking  upon  the  question,  whether  departed 
spirits  are  ever  permitted  to  appear  in  this 
world,  or  in  any  way  to  operate  upon  human 
life.  He  has  been  ignorantly  misrepresented 
as  weakly  credulous  upon  that  subject ;  and 
therefore,  though  I  feel  an  inclination  to 
disdain,  and  treat  with  silent  contempt,  so 
foolish  a  notion  concerning  my  illustrious 
friend,  yet,  as  I  find  it  hns  gamed  ground,  it  is 
necessary  to  refute  it.  The  real  fact  then  is, 
that  Johnson  had  a  very  philosopliical  mind, 


>  There  needed  no  apnlogj  for  this  ;  'tU  the  ground  of  all 
reaaonlag:  the  debatcable  question  ii  as  to  the  authentic 
proqf.  ~-  Ckoksr. 

s  No  rational  man  doubtod  that  inauiry  would  load  to 
detection ;  men  only  wondered,  and  <io  still  wonder,  that 
Dr.  Johnson  should  so  far  gire  countenance  to  this  flimsy 
impotition  as  to  think  a  solemn  inquiry  necessary.  —  Crokbb. 

>  The  account  was  as  follows:  —  "  On  the  nlRht  of  the  1st 
of  February ,  many  gentlemen,  eminent  for  their  rank  and 
character,  were,  by  the  invitation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Aldrich.  of 
Clerkenwell,  assembled  at  his  house,  for  the  examination  of 
the  noises  supposed  to  be  made  by  a  departed  spirit,  for  the 
detection  of  some  enormous  crime.  —  About  ten  at  night  the 
gentlemen  met  in  the  chamber  in  which  the  girl,  supposed  to 
be  disturbed  by  a  spirit,  had,  with  proper  caution,  been  put 
to  bed  by  Sisreral  ladies.  Ther  sat  rather  more  than  an  hour, 
and  hearing  nothing,  went  down  stairs,  when  they  interro- 
gated the  father  of  the  girl,  who  denied,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  any  knowledge  or  belief  of  flraud.  —  The  supposed 
spirit  bad  before  publicly  promised,  by  an  affirmative  knock, 
that  it  would  attend  one  of  the  gentlemen  into  the  vault 
under  the  church  of  St.  John,  Clerkenwell,  where  the  body 
is  deposited,  and  give  a  token  of  her  presence  there,  by  a 
finock  upon  her  cottin ;  it  was  therefore  determined  to  m^e 
this  trial  of  the  existence  or  veracity  of  the  supposed  spirit. 
—  While  they  were  inquiring  and  deliberating,  they  were 
summoned  into  the  girl's  chamber  by  some  ladles  who  were 
near  her  bed,  and  who  had  heard  knocks  and  scratches. 
When  the  gentlemen  entered,  the  girl  declared  that  she  felt 
the  spirit  like  a  mouse  upon  her  back,  and  was  reqtiired  to 
hold  her  hands  out  of  bod.  From  that  time,  though  the 
spirit  was  rery  solemnly  required  to  manifest  its  existence  by 
appearance,  by  impression  on  the  hand  or  body  of  anv  pre< 


sent,  by  scratches.  Knocks,  or  any  other  agency,  no  evidence 

of  any  preternatural  power  was  exhibited.  —  llic 

then  very  seriously  advertised,  that  the  person  to  whom  the 


le  spirit  was 


promise  was  made  of  striklug  the  coffin  was  then  about  to 


and  such  a  rational  respect  for  te 
to  make  him  submit  his  undcrstaxu 
was  authentically  proved,  though  ] 
comprehend  why  it  was  so.*  Beir 
posed,  he  was  willing  to  inquire  in 
of  any  relation  of  supernatural 
general  belief  of  which  has  prev 
nations  and  ages.  But  so  far  w 
being  the  dupe  of  implicit  faith,  i 
amined  the  matter  with  a  jealoui 
and  no  man  was  more  ready  to  ref 
hood  when  he  had  discovered  it. 
in  his  poem  entitled  "The  Ghoe 
himself  of  the  absurd  credulity 
Johnson,  and  drew  a  caricature  of 
the  name  of  "  Pomposo,*'  represei 
one  of, the  believers  of  the  story  oi 
Cock-lane,  which,  in  the  year  1762, 
very  general  credit  in  London.  A 
readers,  I  am  convinced,  are  to 
under  an  impression  that  Johnsoi 
foolishly  deceived.  It  will  therefo 
them  a  good  deal  when  they  are  inf 
undoubted  authority,  that  Johnson 
those  by  whom  the  imposture  wai 
The  story  had  become  so  populi 
thought  it  should  be  investigated ; 
research  he  was  assisted  by  the 
Douglas,  now  Bishop  of  Salisbury 
detector  of  impostures  ;  who  infor 
af\er  the  gentlemen  who  went  anc 
into  the  evidence  were  satisfied  <A 
Johnson  wrote  in  their  presence  an 
it,  which  was  published  in  the  newt 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  und 
world.' 

Our  conversation  proceeded, 
he,  "I  am  a  friend  to  subordinatk 


visit  the  Tault,  and  that  the  performance  < 
was  then  claimed.  The  company  at  one  o% 
the  church,  and  the  gentleman  to  whom  tb 
made  went  with  another  into  the  vaidt.  ' 
solemnly  required  to  |>erform  its  promise,  ba 
than  silence  ensued :  the  person  supposed  b 
the  spirit  then  went  down  with  sereral  otbor 
was  perceived,  \j\wn  their  return  they  esai 
but  could  draw  no  confession  from  her.  B0 
three  she  desired  and  was  permitted  to  go 
father.  It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  the  m 
that  the  child  has  some  art  of  making  or  < 
particular  noise,  and  that  there  is  no  agenc; 
cause."  — BoswELt. 

Hawkins  tells  us  that  "  Mr.  Saunders  W« 
intimate  friend,  would  have  dissuaded  him  fln 
of  visiting  the  place,  urging  that  it  would  • 
ridicule ;  but  all  his  arguments  had  no  eflk 
Welch  foretold  was  verified ;  he  was  censor 
diility,  his  wisdom  was  arraigned,  and  his  ral 
resolved  into  superstition.  Nor  was  this  l^i 
gentleman,  Foote,  who  had  a.«sumed  the  iiaBM 
Aristophanes,  and  at  his  theatre  had  long  1 
town  with  caricatures  of  living  persons,  tboq| 
time  a  drama,  in  which  himself  should  renf 
and  in  his  mien,  his  garb,  and  his  speech,  UM 
his  comic  powers,  would  yield  him  a  golden  I 
son  w:u  apprised  of  his  intention ;  and  gMi 
understand,  that  tbe  licence  under  which  bt 
to  entertain  the  town  would  not  Justify  tho  I 
.iccustomed  to  take  with  private  charactcn, 
persisted  in  his  design,  he  would,  by  a  setoi 
of  his  representative  on  the  stage,  and  in  t 
whole  audience,  convince  the  world,  that,  «h 
inflrmities.or  even  his  foibles,  they  should  B 
sport  of  the  public,  or  the  means  of  gain  to 
profession.  Foote,  upon  this  lotimation,haddl 
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conducive  to  the  happiness  of  society.  There 
is  a  reciprocal  pleasure  in  gOYeruiug  and  being 
governed." 

*•  Dr.  Goldsmith  is  one  of  the  first  men  we 
DOW  have  as  on  author,  and  he  is  a  very  worthy 
man  too.  lie  has  been  loose  in  his  principles, 
but  be  is  coming  ri^ht." 

I  mentioned  Alallet's  tragedy  of  "Elvira," 
which  had  been  acted  the  preceding  winter  at 
Drury-Iane,  and  that  the  Hon.  Andrew  Erskiue', 
Mr.  Dempster  *,  and  myself,  had  joined 
hi  writing  a  pamphlet,  entitled  "  Critical 
Stricturcis"  against  it  ^;  that  the  mildness  of 
I>em|»ter  s  <Iisposition  had,  however,  relented ; 
ind  he  hail  candidly  said,  "  We  have  hardly  a 
right  to  abuse  this  tragedy ;  fur,  bad  as  it  is, 
low  vain  should  either  of  us  be  to  write  one 
aot  near  so  food !  **  Johnson.  "  Why  no,  Sir  ; 
(his  Is  not  just  reasoning.  You  may  abuse  a 
tragedy,  though  you  cannot  write  one.  You 
may  scold  a  carpenter  who  has  made  you  a  ba<l 
table,  though  you  cannot  make  a  table.  It  is 
not  TOUT  trade  to  make  tables." 

\Vhen  I  talked  to  him  of  the  paternal  estate 
to  which  I  was  heir,  he  said,  "  Sir,  let  me  tell 
YOU,  that  to  be  a  IScotch  landlord,  where  you 
Lave  a  number  of  funiilics  dependent  ujwn 
you,  and  attached  to  you,  w,  perhups,  as  higli 
a  sUuation  as  humanity  can  arrive  at.  A 
merchant  npcm  the  'Change  of  London,  witli 
a  hundre«l  thousan<l  pounds,  is  nothing ;  nn 
Knglii^h  Duke,  with  an  immense  fortune,  is 
nitfhing :  he  has  no  tenants  who  consider 
thfoiN'lveg  as  under  his  patriarchal  care,  and 
who  will  follow  him  to  the  field  upon  an  emer- 
genrv." 

\\U  notion  of  the  dignity  of  a  Scotch  lan«l- 
liifj  hail  b«?on  foninjd  ujion  what  lie  had  heai'd 
'i  the  Ili'ddand  chiefs;  for  it  is  long  since  a 
L-vIarid  landlord  has  been  so  curtailed  in  his 
Jiudul  authority,  that  he  has  little  more  in- 
Hrn-nce  over  his  tenants  than  an  English  land- 
I:»nl :  ami  of  late  years  most  of  the  iligliland 
••|ji«-tV  have  di:*stn»yeii,  by  means  too  well 
ktJHA'n,  the  princely  power  which  they  once 

WJ'*yi;d.* 

Jle  prticecdtMl :  —  ''Y<»ur  going  abroad, 
Sir,  and  breaking  off  idle  habits,  may  h(;  tif 
;!r»at  inijji>rtan«-e  to  you.  I  Avould  go  where 
lin'n*  ar*'  murts  and  learned  men.  There  is  a 
t'fA  iIi.*;U  of  Spain  that  has  not  Iwen  jK-'rani- 
bidati;d.      i   would  have  you  go  thither.      A 


tod-«:-t  fro-n  h  »  v'Tpo*''.    Johnson  pntcrfainca  no  msi'tit- 
■*at   Ajftiii-t  hitn.  MuX   thfy   woru  ever  ufter  friciuU."  — 


»  T'»ird  •nn  c>(  thp  nf:h  Karl  of  Kollic  horn  in  17T».  i\U'<l 
nW.  H-  piitil : -!''•'><  in  IT'iS  Minclettrrs  and  {UM-m*  a^idrc^scd 
tmUr.  R^-rwIi.  — C'li'.Ki.R. 

a  r^*y.Ti"  IVn-.p'tt-r.  'if  r>iinnirhi»n.  Mrrct.ir^'  to  Hip  Ordrr 
tf  Ibe  T:e ■*!••.  .'isi'l  >"nj?  M.  1'.  r»r  thi>  \-\U\  ilKstrict  of 
hi«B^*.  Il<*  w.it  4  in-4ti  of  talcntA  and  ri-ry  .ii:r<*i>;itili' 
^^rnkfT*.  Burn*  m*oiti'in<  liim  mnrf  thnii  i<ni'"  wiih  <-iili>-^v. 
|§t  XV  3tp«t^r  rwtirni  fniin  p^irlianivnt  In  17'J<),  and  dn  il  in 
■14,  lo  hia  i-^h  yp.ir.  —  C'uokkr. 

*  Tbi*  CHtlt'-Jvl  KoTlfw.  in  whirh  Mnl1i-t  liimftidrBMmctiinc* 
Vnto.  <-f'ar.M-t«Ti«-«i  llil«  i»amphl?l  in  "  tli-  rriulf  i-fftrts  oi" 
^j,'^...l.«ii-ro.  aiiil  hidr-cwucit."     i'lim;  bi^iu,;  tliu.t  tliiti' 


I  man  of  inferior  talents  to  yours  may  furnish 
us  with  useful  observations  upon  that  country'." 
liis  supposinpr  me,  at  that  period  of  life, 
cajiable  of  writing  an  account  of  my  travels 
that  would  deserve  to  be  read,  elated  me  not 
a  little. 

1  appeal  to  every  impartial  reader  whether 
this  tuithful  detail  of  his  frankness,  com- 
placency, and  kindness  to  a  young  man,  a 
stranger,  and  a  Scotchman,  does  not  refute 
the  unjust  opinion  of  the  harshne§s  of  his 
general  demeanour.  His  occasional  reproofs 
of  folly,  imj)udencc,  or  impietv,  and  even  the 
sudden  sallies  of  his  constitutional  irritability 
of  temiMjr,  which  have  been  preservctl  lor  the 
fwignancy  of  their  wit,  have  produced  that 
opinion  among  those  who  have  not  considered 
that  such  instances,  though  collected  by  Mrs. 
riozzi  into  a  small  volume  ^,  and  read  over  in 
a  few  hours,  were,  in  fact,  scattered  through  a 
long  series  of  years  :  years,  in  which  his  time 
was  chiefly  spent  in  instructing  and  deli<rhting 
mankind  fey  his  writings  and  conversation,  iu 
acts  of  piety  to  God,  and  good-will  to  men. 

I  complained  to  him  Uiat  I  had  not  yet 
acrpiired  much  knowledge,  and  asked  his 
advice  as  to  my  studies.  He  said,  "Don't 
talk  of  study  now.  I  will  give  you  a  plan  ; 
but  it  will  require  some  time  to  consider  of 
it."  "  It  is  very  good  in  you,"  1  replied,  "to 
allow  me  to  be  with  you  thus.  Had  it  been 
foretold  t<j  me  some  vears  ago  that  I  should 
nass  an  evening  with  the  author  of  the 
Kambleb,  how  should  I  have  exulted  1 "  What 
I  tlien  expressed,  was  sincerely  from  the  heart, 
lie  was  satisfied  that  it  was,  and  cordially 
answereil,  "  Sir,  I  am  glad  we  have  met.  I 
hope  we  shall  pass  many  evenings,  and  morn- 
ings too,  together."  We  iinished  a  couple  of 
l)ottles  of  port,  and  sat  till  between  one  and 
two  in  the  morning. 

He  wrote  this  year  in  the  Critical  Review 
tlic  at'count  of  "  Teleniaehiis,  a  Mask,"  by  the 
Kev.  George  (irahain,  of  Kton  College.*'  The 
subject  of  this  beautitul  ]>oem  was  particularly 
interesting  to  Johnson,  who  had  much  ex- 
perience of  "  the  conflict  of  oj)po>ite  prin- 
ciples," which  he  descrribcs  as  "  tlie  contention 
between  pleasure  and  virtue;  a  strug^rle  which 
will  alwavs  be  conti»nied  while  the  present 
system  of  nature  hhall  subsist;  nor  can  his- 
tory  or   jxietry   exhibit   more   than   plea.«!ure 


<>f>it))i'rs.  wc.  till!  thri'e  autlior*,  had  k  luimorouK  contention 
li<iw  o;ich  !(h(iiil.i  lifuppiopriatftl.—  Boswri.l. 

-t  KoswoU  aliiidos,  iirlnriiially  .it  liM^t,  to  th<>  BUlxlitntinn 
of  sluTji  lariniiif:  tor  tlio  fdii  blark-rattlr-  iylom  in  tin*  IIiKh- 
lanil»  and  i>]aTids  nl'  Scotland,  in  cdidkhjiipi'ici;  of  which.  tt>»cr 
hand«  Wcinj:  niiuirod  «»n  tlu'  i-hU'fN'  rhtiitp*.  a  largt;  portion  of 
tlicir  (-huiMucn  were  driven  into  <-xili*  in  AnierirA.  \V«>  »ha1l 
iicar  inorp  uf  tli4-»«*  Hflair*  in  tlie  courso  of  the  Hcbridviin 
journal,  post.  —  Loi-kiiart. 

'•  Mr.  HiiiiMfll  htre.  and  i>l<4>n-hprp,  hints  hiamr  apainkt 
Mr«.  I'iozzi  for  rcppatinfi  John%on*ii  convcriiationalnviH-rltU'i. 
Any  oiii.>  who  rxaniinc<i  the  iwu  wt)rks  will  find  that  Ho^wrll 
ri'lat('<  ti>n  tini«><(  ax  many  h.«  tholady.  No  one  wonld  honotly 
rdati'  Jiihnton's  convt>r>HMoii  wlttioiit  giving  luch  Millirt.  — 

('RI)I.I  k. 

•'  .so'/K.^/,  I'-th  I'll).  1777.  —  C. 
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lAiU^  ■... k.1-  -. a-iiii:,  AwX  virtue  subjugating 


^>    ' 'r.  ■ -livcp   « foldsmith   will   frequently 

.,,...-..        ...is  .urmiivo,    I  shall  emleuvoiir  to 

.  -    •  aiivi-   ill  H>aie  deifree  arquiunted 

-  V  .-^lUAV  I  iuinkL-icr.     lie  w:is  a  native 

-  ..iii.4,     u:d    a   i.'initem^tonirv   with    Mr. 

-.1.  v..     .    rriiiliy   Ci»ilc;:e,   Dublin,   but  did 

:-^ii  _i^c  Miui-li  piiiini:«e  of  future  cele- 

..*..      "  Ic,  !io woven,  observetl  to  Mr.Malonc, 

...w    '  viiuu^li  iio  muilo  no  •jreat  figure  in  ma- 

V  ..... .^.N,  iluvli  was  a  stuily  iu  much  repute 

V  .    ic    .Dald  turn  au  CKJe  of  Horace  into 
.!^  .>ii    x-avv  ilian  any  of  theiu."     lie  after- 

....S  niiviK'd  i»ln>io  at  Edinburgh,  and  upon 

.iv     liiiiiuui    ;    and,   I  have  l)oen  informed, 

.,;..     u.il'li'd    lo  jiursue  Ids   travels   on   foot, 

..  /t\  'i\  di-uLiiiduig  at  Universities  to  enter 

"i^.    -M.x  .L-.  .1  ilispauuit^  by  which,  according  to 

.IS.     ...«iwiu  111'  many  of  them,  he  was  entitled 

.     Iiv  ;iivmiuMi  of  u  crown,  when,  luckily  for 

•.11,   u«  .  lialiiMige  was  not  accepted;  so  that, 

..,  '.  .M^v  .•bMT^i'*!  to  l>r.  Johnson,  he  dispttied 

'.-  •s;vviiio  iluouj-h  Kurope.     He  then  came 

.>  '-.*t<;iaud,  and  was  emiiloyeil  successively  in 

.IV   .\*i».ui[ii's  ot'  an  usher  to  an  academy,  a 

.,.\\»^'i-   of    ihe   press,   a  reviewer,   and    a 

-.  ..^;    Tor  a  nows]ja|K'r.'     He  had   sagacity 

.1.  .u>«  (o  cultivate  nssiduously  the  acquaint- 

%.uc    of   Jolni.xon,    and    his    faculties    were 

^.  ..ou.4lly   cnlar;*ed  by  the  contemplation   of 

^i»»:i  .» luoiU'l.     To  me  and  many  otliers  it  ap- 

i^Miiil  I  hat  ho  studiously  copied  the  manner  of 

*iuiiiM>ii,  tliough,  in<leed,  npon  a  smnller  scale. 

\i   [hi.H  lime  1  think  he  had  published  mi- 

.'i:i»^  H  iih  his  name,  tliough  it  was  pretty  gene- 

■.k\l}    known  that  one  Dr.  OohUniith  vra.'i  the 

tiihor  kA'  •*  \u  Inquiry  into  the  present  State 

.■r  l\»lile  lA'urning  in  Eunijie,"  and  of  "The 

v'uiivMi   *if  the   AVorld,"    a  series  of  letters 


■  (ifUUMilll)  ftnt  A  prpiniiim  at  a  ChrUtmas  examination  in 
•  iimti  I'liiifsc,  Dublin,  whirh  I  have  aet-n.  —  Ke.shkgy. 
t'(i.>  I  httttHnu  priiHmm  ih  thi'  inoit  honourable,  lieinR  tiie 
j>  A  i>i  llii-  arnifrmir  yonr :  at  the  other  three  exainiiiatinnii, 
;•.>  «iiiti  whii  hat  aln-n«ly  h:ul  a  premium  ran  oiilv  have  a 
^^■.it^\U\•  tliat  \w.  b]ul  bocn  the  Xwtt  an«wrrer.  —  ^f alonf.. 
(«)  Ki-Anify  nni^t  have  lx>(>n  utuWr  lome  mitcoiiception  ;  ai 
\  itfiiia  «-^-rt.-iin  lliHt  Oliver  Gold«mith  ni'vcr  obtained  utiy 

yiLHllUnl.— ClOKKR. 

*  \%  ilh  no  izre.-it  succe»i,  it  seerai,  from  hid  beinft  in  17-Vt 
>i>i«vteil  by  the  Cnlleize  of  SurKeona,  a«  not  qualilied  for  an 
U«M|*anl  Mate.    Prior's  Lifi\  li.  '!*%  —  Crokkr. 

*  Vhe  atiiry  of  (leorjre  Primrose  in  the  VicAr  of  Wakefield 
,<«>iiuin«  many  circumatancet  of  hit  own  jierioual  bit tory.  — 
«-«i>KI:R,  IH4<;. 

*  lie  had  al*o  pnhliahed  in  17-M).  "  The  Bee ;  Ix'lng  Eitays 
,w  the  uinat  interenling  8ubi<Tt«."  —  MauiNK. 

*  Si>#  his  Kpitaph  in  Weatmiuater  Abbey,  written  by  Dr. 
J.ihnwm.  —  HoswELL. 

*  In  nlliiaion  to  this,  Mr.  Horace  Walnole,  who  admin>d 
hl«  writing*,  aaid  he  wot  "an  inspired  idiot;  "and  (iarrlck 
ilr« Tided  him  as  one 

^-^—  "for  shortness  raU'd  Noll. 
^Vho  wrote  like  an  angel,  and  talk'd  like  poor  Poll.*' 

%\x  Jnshiin  Reynolds  mentioned  to  me,  that  ho  frequently 
hearti  (•••Idsnillh  talk  wiirmly  of  the  pleasure  of  beiuR  liked, 
nnd  nbM-rve  how  hanl  it  would  b«f  if  literary  excellence 
rtfiinld  iirrrlndc  a  m.tn  from  that  SAtisfartion,  wliich  he  per- 
rHrnl  it  often  did,  from  the  envy  which  attended  it ;  and 
Iherernre  Sir  Jiwhiia  was  eonTinriHl  that  he  was  intentionally 
more  ah«"rd.  In  i>rd»-r  to  lessen  hims^'lf  In  «oci.il  lnter«-our«e, 
tnistlnR  that  his  character  would  l)e  sufficiently  supporte<l  by 
his  work*.    If  't  in«lccd  was  bin  intention  to  appear  absurd 


supposed  to  be  written  from  London 
Chinese^  Xo  man  had  the  art  of  disjpl 
with  more  advantage,  as  a  writer,  wm 
literary  acquisitions  he  made.  **  Nihil 
tetigit  non  urnaviC  ^  His  mind  rescml 
fertile,  but  thin.  soil.  Tliere  wos  a  quicli 
not  a  strong  vegetation,  of  whatever  eh 
to  be  thrown  ujwn  it.  No  deep  root  coi 
struck.  Tlie  oak  of  the  forest  did  not 
there ;  but  the  elegant  shrubbery  an< 
fragrant  parterre  appeared  in  gay  succc 
It  has  been  generally  circulated  and  be! 
that  he  was  a  mere  Ibol  in  conversation  • 
in  truth,  this  has  been  greatly  exagge 
He  had,  no  doubt,  a  more  than  common 
of  that  hurry  of  itleas  which  we  often  fi 
his  countrymen,  and  which  sometimes  pre 
a  laughable  confusion  in  expressing 
He  was  very  much  what  the  r  rench  c. 
I'tourdi ;  and  from  vanity  and  an  eager 
of  being  conspicuous  wherever  he  wi 
frequently  talked  carelessly  without  I 
ledge  of  the  subject,  or  even  without  th< 
His  person  was  short,  his  countenance  i 
and  vidgar,  his  deportment  that  of  a  » 
awkwardly  aifecting  the  easy  gentl 
Those  who  were  in  any  way  distingu 
excited  envy  in  him  to  so  ridiculous  an  c 
that  the  instances  of  it  are  hardly  en 
AVhen  accompanying  two  beautifiU  • 
ladies''  with  their  mother  on  a  tour  in  F* 
he  was  seriously  angry  that  more  att< 
was  paid  to  them  than  to  him ;  and  oi 
the  exhibition  of  the  Faniorcini  in  Lc 
wlien  those  who  sat  next  him  ol>serve( 
what  dexterity  a  puppet  was  made  to  ' 
pike,  he  could  not  bear  that  it  should 
such  prnise,  and  exclaimed  with  some  wi 
"  Pshaw !  I  can  do  it  better  myself."  ' 
He,  I  am  afraid,  had  no  settled  syst 


in  company,  he  was  nllen  very  successful.  But,  w 
deference  'to  Sir  Jo-^hua's  ingenuity,  I  think  the  en 
too  refined.  -  Bohwell. 

•  ^liii*  Honiecks,  one  of  whom  Is  now  marrM  tn 
nunbury.  Ksq..  and  the  other  to  Colonel  Gwrn.  — .  Bt 
Mrs.  (Wyn  survival  to  favour  my  first  edition  wh 
communications,  and  died  in  IHIO,  within  a  few 
haviuR  completed  her  JWlh  year.  Mr.  Prior,  with  hi 
Bood-nntured  anxiety  to  whitewash  Goldsmith.  t«IU 
he  h.i<  the  authority  of  one  of  the  ladies  (no  dou 
(;wyn)  for  saying  that  Goldsmith's  alleged  Jeal 
the  attention  paid  to  them  was  a  mere  pleasantry, 
not,  however,  think  that  he  makes  out  hit  caM 
fuct  of  Gohlsroith's  having  made  the  absurd  complah 
mitted  — but,  says  Mr.  Prior's  informant,  "it  wui 
playfulness,  and  I  was  sh«)cked  many  years  allerward 
it  ill  print,  as  a  proof  of  his  envious  diaposftioil. 
gimd-natiired  construction  which  the  kind  old  b 
willing,  after  a  lap»e  of  above  sixty  years,  to  put  o 
smith's  behaviour,  shf  did  not  express  In  her  prerio 
municalion  with  me,  though  It  had  aflbrded  to  obt 
opportunity  of  correcting  the  alleged  ii^ustice;  and  i 
it  can  tM-  onir  matter  of  opinion  whether  the  rexatk 
riously  exhibited  by  Goldsmith  was  real  or  assami 
the  lady  went  on,  according  to  Mr.  Prior,  to  rt 
other  circumMance.  which  proves  Gcddsmlth's  abrar 
altnost  as  strongly  as  the  fact  which  she  extenuate 
Pitrh"  said  »he,  "  he  toon  grtwp  Umt^  the  rrMrdjj 
jutme  not  eHtnring  him  that  attentivm  from  its  tftrrmr 
trhtch  the  afptawtr  he  received  at  home  induced  M 
pect.'^    Prior' t  Life,  il.  ZH.—  Crokkr.  1846. 

"  lie  went  home  with  Mr.  Hurkc  to  supper  ;  and  b 
«hiii  by  attempting  to  exhibit  to  the  company  \m 
licttcr  he  could  jump  over  a  stick  than  the  puf 
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J  9ort,  so  that  his  conduct  mtist  not  be 
pictly  scrutinised;  but  his  affections  were 
cifti  and  (generous,  and  when  he  had  money 
f  gave  it  away  Tery  liberally.  His  desire  of 
lajpnary  consequence  prc<lominated  over  his 
tention  to  truth.  ^Vnen  he  began  to  rise 
to  notice  he  said  he  had  a  brother  who  was 
ean  of  Durham ' ;  a  fiction  so  easily  detected, 
dU  it  is  wonderful  how  he  should  have  been 
»  inconsiderate  as  to  hazard  it.  He  boasted 
I  me  at  this  time  of  the  power  of  his  pen  in 
immaniling  money,  which  I  believe  was  true 
1  a  certain  degree,  though  in  the  instance  he 
vre  he  was  by  no  means  correct.  He  told 
te  that  he  had  sold  a  novel  for  four  hundred 
oands.  This  was  his  "  Vicar  of  Wakefield.'* 
lot  Johnson  informed  me,  that  he  had  made 
be  bargain  for  Goldsmith,  and  the  price  was 
IxtT  pounds.  "  And,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  a  sufH- 
wnt  price  too,  when  it  was  sold  ;  for  then  the 
ame  of  Goldsmith  had  not  been  elevated,  ns 
t  aflerwards  was,  by  his  *  Traveller ;  *  and  the 
Mokseller  had  such  faint  hopes  of  profit  by 
lis  barzain,  that  he  kept  the  manuscript  by 
lim  a  long^  time,  and  did  not  publish  it  till 
ifter  the  *  Traveller' had  appeared.  Then,  to 
be  sore,  it  was  accidentally  worth  more 
moiiey." 


*  1  tM  vflfinf  to  liope  thAt  thrrc  may  have  been  lomn 
■Urtik«  M  to  tku  uii*cd(»tr,  tlioiixU  i  )ud  It  from  a  (iigiiit^iy 
dthttimttt.  l>r.  l*iac  (^olilx-mith,  hit  near  relation,  was 
Dma  orCbyw  in  1747.  —  BttfwkLL. 

*  It  mMj  oqC  be  improper  to  annex  here  Mrs.  Piozxi  t 
■OBOUOt  of  tbb  transacti'm.  in  her  own  wnrdt.  as  a  tpociinen 
■f  the  cxCreae  inaccuracy  with  which  ail  her  anccdntes  of 
Dr.  Johnaoo  are  reiatcd,  or  rather  discoloured  and  dis- 
toftnl:  — 

**  1  liare  fbrfroUen  the  year,  but  it  could  scarcely,  I  thlnli, 
behler  than  I7C5  or  I70«t,  that  he  wa;i  caUe.l   ibrufitly  Jruin 


mr  kumtt  afUr  dmn^r,  and,  rcluminK  »«  about  three  himrt, 
laid  he  had  been  with  an  enragod  author,  whose  landlady 
inetsed  him  for  payment  within  doors,  while  the  tNiiliffs  iH^&ct 
JOB  witlioat:  that  he  was  drinking  kim*f{f  drunk  with 
Haderu.  to  drowa  care,  and  fretting  over  a  novel,  which. 
theajtmiskei.  was  to  be  his  trkoie  fortune  ;  but  Me  could  not 
ttt  tt  dome  fur  di»tr4$ctiun,  nor  could  he  step  out  of  doors  to 
lAr  it  for  sale.  Mr.  Johnson,  therefore,  sent  away  the 
vent  to  the  boulisellvr,  recommending  the  per- 
dnirime  tome  immetliate  rdief  i  which  when 
to  tne  writer,  he  calUd  the  ttomam  of  the 
dirrttip  to  pmrtake  (/  punch,  and  pott  their  time  in 
>la<(^rf0lr«.  p.  119.  ~  BosWKLL. 
netimea  repeated  the  same  anecdote  with  dif- 
Here  the  gruatest  discrepancy  between 
kttvo  acoriea  is  the  time  of  the  day  at  which  it  happened  ; 
■A,  oaluckiljr,  the  admitted  fact  of  the  bottle  nf  Madeira 
MBS  to  render  Mrs.  Piozzi's  version  the  more  probable  of 
hi  two.  It  according  to  Mr.  BoKweli's  account.  Goldsmith 
WL  m  the  wtomHig,  changed  Johnson's  diaritable  guinea 
kr  ifea  umpo»e  (if^getting  a  bottie  of  Madeira,  we  cannot 
miv  that  Mn.  Pioiii  represents  him  as  "  drinking  himscif 
tani  tnJtM  Madeira  ;  "  but  there  it  a  more  serious  objection 
■  lb*>  flossl's  tturj.  She  says,  Johnson  left  her  table  to  go 
M  mH  the  novel ;  now  the  novel  was  sold  in  I7GI  —  four 
■■1  fecforc  Johnson's  acquaintance  with  the  Thrales,— . 
feiaA  It  waa  not  published  till  March.  I7«i(<.     1  he  Iravelier 

December.  17M.     It  may  be  doubtful  whether  the 

l«H  put  later  th^o  I7*il.  but  it  certainly  was  long  before 
itaiace  with  the  Thrales.     Stecvena   tells  a  not 
story  of  Johnvm  himself,  who  "  confessed  to  have 
in  tlie  power  of  bailiffs.     Klchardson.  the 
>of  Clarissa,  was  his  constant  friend  on  such  occasions. 
writing  to  him.'  said  Johnson.  *  from  a  spong- 
was  H>  sure  of  my  deliverance  through  his 
litierality.  that,  before  his  replv  was  brought,  I 
aflurd  to  Joke  with  the  rascal  who  had  nie  in 
did  so.  over  a  pint  of  adulterated  vine,  for 
^M.  thai  instant.  I  bad  no  money  to  pay.'  "    London 

,  VbL  Iv.   p.  2-Vl.  —  ("a^KKH. 

p.lIU  Life.  4'<W_Bo4WtLL.  HowMr.Boswell. 


Mrs.  Piozzi  *  and  Sir  John  Hawkins  ^  have 
stran«^ely  mis-stated  the  history  of  Goldsmith's 
situation  and  Johnson's  friendly  interference, 
when  this  novel  was  sold.  I  shall  give  it 
authentically  from  Johnson's  own  exact  nar- 
ration :  — 

"I  received  one  morning  a  message  from 
poor  Goldsmith  that  he  was  in  great  distress, 
and,  as  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  come  to  me, 
begging  that  I  would  come  to  him  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  sent  him  a  guinea,  and  promised 
to  come  to  him  directly.  I  accordingly  went 
as  soon  as  I  was  dressed,  and  found  that  his 
landlady  had  arrested  him  for  his  rent,  at 
which  he  was  in  a  violent  jtassion.  I  perceived 
that  he  had  already  changed  my  gumea,  and 
had  got  a  bottle  of  Aladcira  and  a  glass  before 
him.  I  put  the  cork  into  the  bottle,  desired  he 
would  be  calm,  and  began  to  talk  to  him  of 
the  means  by  which  he  might  be  extricated. 
He  then  told  me  that  he  had  a  novel  ready  for 
the  press,  which  he  produced  to  me.  I  looked 
into  it,  and  saw  its  merit ;  told  the  landlady  I 
should  soon  return ;  and,  having  gone  to  a 
bookseller,  sold  it  for  sixty  |x>unds.  I  brought 
Goldsmith  the  monejr,  and  he  discharged  his 
rent,  not  without  rating  his  landlady  in  a  high 
tone  for  having  used  him  so  ill.**  ^ 


who  affects  such  extreme  arcuracr,  should  say  that  Hawkins 
has  strttnueljf  mit-ttated  this  aflltir,  is  very  surprising ;  what 
Hawkins  says  (Life,  p  4Mt.),  is  merely  that,  under  a  pressing 
necessity,  he  wrote  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  and  sold  it  to 
NewWrry  for  4<>/.  Hawkins's  account  is  not  in  any  respect 
inconsistent  with  Bosweli's :  and  the  difference  between  the 
prices  stated,  even  if  Hawkins  be  in  error,  is  surely  not  suf< 
ticient  to  justify  the  charge  of  a  strange  mus'MtatemnU.m^ 
Ckoker. 

*  (iold«mith  was  small  of  stature,  and  of  mean  aspect. 
)f  its  Iteynolds  says  tliat  the  greatest  triumph  of  hor  brotner's 
pencil  wa«  in  giving  something  of  an  intellectual  air  to  Cold, 
smith,  but  even  this  portrait  seems  mean  and  vulg.-ir.  ll.iwkins 
and  other  writers  tell  a  variety  of  anecdotes  of  (H>ld«mith's 
imprudence  and  absurdity,  which  his  laKt  biographer.  Mr. 
Prior,  is,  with  an  amiable  partiality,  diftpo!i«-d  to  question  ; 
but  of  the  substiuitial  truth  of  which  there  can  be,  1  think, 
no  reasonable  doubt. 

Colonel  <)' Moore,  of  CloKhan  Castle  in  Ireland,  told  me  j 
an  arousing  instance  of  the  mingltnl  vaitity  and  simplicity  ! 
of  (ioldsmuh.  which  (though,  perhaps,  colourttd  a  little,  as 
auecdotfi  too  often  are)  Is  characteristic  at  le.ist  of  the  i 
opinion  whirh  his  tM>st  friends  entertained  of  (inldsmith. 
One  afternoon,  as  Colonel  <)'. Moore  and  Mr.  IturlLe  were 
walking  to  dine  with  Sir  Jonhun  Reynolds,  they  oljservtHiCold-  I 
smith  ( aUo  on  his  way  to  .Sir  Joshua's )  standing  near  a  crowd  I 
of  people,  who  were  staring  and  shouting  at  some  foreign 
women  in  the  windows  of  one  of  the  hotels  in  Leicester- 
Square.  "  OtMervetioldsmith."  said  Mr.  Burke  to  O'Moore, 
"  and  mark  what  passes  between  him  and  me  by -and- by  at 
Sir  Joshua's."  'J  hey  passed  on,  and  arrived  before  (Jold- 
smith,  who  came  soon  after,  and  Mr.  Burke  afT-cted  to 
receive  him  very  coolly.  This  seemed  to  vex  poor  (jold- 
tmith.  who  begged  Mr.  Burke  would  tell  him  how  he  had 
had  the  misfortune  to  offend  him.  Burke  appeared  my 
reluctant  to  speak ;  but,  after  a  giKnl  deal  of  prcs»ing,  said, 
"  tiiat  he  was  really  ashamed  to  keep  up  an  intimacy  with 
one  who  could  be  guilty  of  such  ra<mstrous  indiscretions  as 
Goldsmith  h.vl  just  exhibited  in  the  square."  (:oldsmith,with 
great  earnestness,  protested  he  wax  unconsciout  of  what  was 
meant-  "  Why."  said  Burke,  "  did  yon  not  exclaim,  as  you 
were  looking  up  at  those  women,  what  stupiJ  beasts  the 
crowd  must  bo  for  storing  with  such  admiration  at  those 
painted  JftebeU ;  while  a  man  of  your  talents  passed  by 
unnoticed?"  Goldsmith  was  horror-struck,  und  said, 
"  Surely,  surely,  my  dear  firiend.  I  did  not  say  so?"  **  Nay." 
replied  Burke,  "  if  you  bad  not  said  so,  how  should  I  have 
known  it?"  "That's  true,"  answered  Goldsmith,  with 
great  humility:  "  I  am  very  sorry  — it  was  very  foolish :  /  do 
recollect  that  •  imrthing  t^f  tht  kind  patted  through  mu  mind, 
but  I  did  not  think  I  had  uUered  ur  —  Caoaaa. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 
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Svpper§  at  the  Mitrr.  —  Dr.  John  Campbell  — 
ChurekiU.  — Bonnell  Thornton.  — Burlesque  **  Ode 
ON  5lf.  Cecilid'M  Day.*" —  The  Qmnoixseur. —  The 
World. — Mi$a  miliama's  Tta  Partiee.  —  London. 

—  M!s»  J*orter's  Legacy.  —  "  2%<  King  can  do 
no    Wrong  J**  —  Hittoricd    Composition.  —  Bayle. 

—  Arlmthnot.  —  The   nobleet   Prospect    in    Scot- 

iaud.  —  Rhyme.  —  Adam    Smith Jaeobitism.  — 

Lord  HuiUs.  —  Keeping  a  Journal.  —  The  King 
of  PruMsia'e  Poetry.  —  johnson'e  Library.  — "  Not 
at  Home.'* —  Pity.  —  Style  of  Hume.  —  Inequality 
of  Manhind.  —  Conttitutumal  Goodnete.  —  Mira- 
cles. —  Acquaintance    of   Young    People.  —  Hard 

Reading.  —  Melancholy.  —  Mrs.    Macaulay 

Warton's  Essay  on  Pope.  —  Sir  James  Macdonald. 

—  Projected  Tour  to  the  Hebrides.  —  School-boy 
Happiness, 

Mt  next  meeting  with  Johnson  was  on 
Friday  the  1st  of  July,  when  he  and  I  and 
Dr.  Goldsmith  supped  at  the  Mitre.  I  was 
before  this  lime  pretty  well  acquainted  with 
Goldsmith,  who  was  one  of  the  brightest  orna- 
ments of  the  Johnsonian  school.  Goldsmith's 
respectful  attachment  to  Johnson  was  then  at 
its  height ;  for  his  own  literary  reputation  had 
not  yet  distinguished  hira  so  much  as  to  excite 
a  vain  desire  of  competition  with  his  great 
master.  He  had  increased  my  admiration  of 
the  goodness  of  Johnson's  heart,  by  incidental 
remarks  in  the  course  of  conversation ;  such 
as,  when  I  mentioned  Mr.  Levett,  whom  he 
entertained  under  his  roof,  "  He  is  poor  and 
honest,  which  is  recommendation  enough  to 
Johnson  ;**  and  when  I  wondered  that  he  was 
very  kind  to  a  man  of  whom  I  had  heard  a 
very  bad  character  •,  "  He  is  now  become 
miserable,  and  that  insures  the  protection  of 
Johnson." 

Goldsmith    attempting    this     evening     to 
maintain,    I  suppose  from    an   aficctation  of 


>  This  it  lo  ambiguously  worded,  thKt  it  !•  neccuary 
to  obsCTTe,  that  Uie  "  Irnd  character "  was  not  Levett.  — 
CnoKBR. 

*  'I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  was  misinformed  as  to 
this  circumstance.  I  own  I  am  Jealous  for  my  worthy  fk-iend 
Dr.  John  Campbell.  For  thouRh  Milton  could  without 
remorse  absent  nimself  from  public  worship,  1  cannot  On 
the  contrary.  I  have  the  same  nabitual  impressions  upon  my 
mind,  with  those  of  a  truly  venerable  Judite.  who  said  to  Mr. 
Langton,  "  Friend  Langton,  if  I  have  not  been  at  church  on 
Sunday.  I  do  not  feel  myself  easy."  Dr.  Campb«-ll  was  a 
sincerely  religious  man.  Lord  Macartney,  who  is  eminent 
for  hit  variety  of  knowledge,  and  attention  to  men  uf  talents, 
and  knew  him  well,  told  roe,  that  when  he  called  on  him  in  a 
noming,  he  fftund  him  reading  a  chapter  in  the  Greek  New 
Testament,  which  he  informed  his  lord«hip  was  his  constant 
practice.  The  quantity  of  Dr.  Campbell  s  composition  is 
almost  incredible,  and  his  labours  brought  him  large  profits. 
Dr.  Joseph  Warton  told  me  that  Johnson  said  of  him.  "  He 
is  the  richest  author  that  ever  graxed  the  common  of  litera- 
ture." ~  Boswbll. 

Mr.  Boswell  quotes  this  dictum  at  If  it  was  evidence  only 
of  Dr.  Carapbcirs  weatth  ;  he  probably  did  not  see  that  it 


paradox,  *^that  knowledijre  was  not 
on  its  own  account,  for  it  often  wa 
of  unhappiness ;  ** —  Johkson.  "  Wh; 
knowledge  may  in  some  cases  produ 

{)iness,  I  allow.  But,  upon  the  whc 
edge,  per  se<,  is  certainly  an  object  w 
man  would  wish  to  attain,  althougl 
he  may  not  take  the  trouble  ncc 
attaining  it.** 

Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  celebrate 
and  biographical  writer,  being  i 
Johnson  said,  **  Campbell  is  a  man 
knowledge,  and  has  a  good  share  o: 
tion.  His  *Hermippus  Kedivivus 
entertaining,  as  an  account  of  the 
philosophy,  and  as  furnishing  a  curie 
of  the  extravagancies  of  the  human 
it  were  merely  imaginary,  it  would  1 
at  all.  Campbell  is  not  always  rigi< 
of  truth  in  nis  conversation ;  but 
believe  there  is  any  thing  of  thb  c 
in  his  books.  Campbell  is  a  good  mi 
man.  I  am  afraid  he  has  not  b( 
inside  of  a  church  for  many  years 
never  passes  a  church  without  pull 
hat.  This  shows  that  he  has  good 
I  used  to  go  pretty  often  to  Camb] 
Sunday  evening ',  till  I  began  to  coi 
the  shoals  of  iScotchmen  who  floe 
him  might  probably  say,  when  an; 
mine  was  well  done,  *  Ay,  ay,  he  has 
of  Cawmeix  ! ' " 

He  talked  very  contemptuously  c 
ill's  poetry,  observing,  that  "it  h. 
porary  currency,  only  from  its  m 
abuse,  and  being  filled  with  living  i; 
that  it  would  sink  into  oblivion."  ] 
to  hint  that  he  was  not  quite  a  fan 
Churchill  had  attacked  him  violently 
"  Nay,  Sir,  I  am  a  very  fair  judge 
not  attack  me  violently  till  he  founc 
like  his  poetry ;  and  his  attack  on  n 
prevent  me  from  continuing  to  » 
think  of  him,  from  an  apprchensi 
mav  be  ascribed  to  resentment.  - 
called  the  fellow  a  blockhead  at  ; 
will  call  him  a  blockhead  still.  ] 
will  acknowledge  that  I  have  a  betf 


characterised  his  celebrated  friend,  by  no  verjc 
allusion,  as  graxing  the  common  of  literatur*. 
story  of  Campbell's  "  pulling  off  his  hat  whew 
a  church,  though  he  had  not  been  for  many  yaai 
mu»t  have  arisen  from  some  error.  JohnaM 
have  seriously  told  such  an  absurdity.  It  it  we 
the  members  uf  the  kirk  of  Scotland  do  not  ti 
sary  to  uncover  on  entering  places  of  worthl 
lower  classy  sometimes  show  a  kind  of  sup« 
ration  for  buriaUplaces :  perhaps  Dr.  Campbd 
versation  with  Jonnson,  havp  alluded  to  thosei 
and  thus  given  occasion  to  this  mikapprchraskMl 
of  the  Admirals  "  is  th^only  one  of  his  almoa 
publications  that  is  now  called  for.  He  «« 
and  died  in  1775.  —  Crokcr. 

'  "  Campbell's  residence  Ibr  tome  yeart  IM 
was  the  large  new-built  house  situate  at  the  noil 
of  Queen  Square,  Bloomsbury,  whither,  paH 
Sunday  evening,  great  uuniliers  of  persons  ttf 
nence  for  science  and  literature  were  accustODH 
the  enjoyment  of  coDTcrsation."   HawkinM,  pwl 
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of  him  now  tban  I  once  hafl;  for  he  has  shewn 
more  fertility  than  1  exjKjcted.  To  he  sure, 
he  is  a  tree  that  cannot  produce  good  fruit :  hu 
only  bears  crabs.  But,  Sir,  a  tree  tliat  produces 
a  givat  many  crabs  is  better  than  a  tree  which 
produces  on(y  a  few." 

In  this  depreciation  of  Churchill's  {Kxttry  I 
(onld  not  agree  with  him.  It  is  very  true  that 
the  greato^t  ivirt  of  it  is  upon  the  topics  of  the 
day,  on  wliich  account,  as  it  brought  iiini  ;jrrent 
&me  and  profit  at  the  time,  it  must  pnipor- 
bnoably  shtle  out  of  the  public  :it  tent  inn  ns 
other  oi^caslonal  objects  succeeil.  But  Church-  ! 
ill  had  extraordinary  vigour  both  of  tliought 
and  expression.  His  portniits  of  the  players 
will  ever  be  valuable  to  the  true  lovers  of  the 
drama ;  and  his  strong  caricatures  of  several 
eminent  men  of  his  age,  will  not  be  forgotten 
br  the  curious.  Let  me  a<lil,  that  there  is  in 
his  works  many  pus8.iges  whicii  are  of  a  general 
nature;  and  &is  *^lHx)pheey  of  Kuiuine*'  is  a 
poem  of  no  ordinary  merit.  It  is,  indee<l, 
ubelr  iniurious  to  Seotlaml;  but  therefore 
maT  ^  allowed  a  greater  share  of  invention. 

fionncU  Thornton  had  just  published  a  , 
burlesque  "  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  Day,"  adapted 
In  the  ancient  British  music,  viz.  the  salt-box, 
the  Jew's  harp,  the  marrow-lMnuMi  and  cleaver,  I 
the  hum-stnmi  or  hunlygurdy,  &c.  Johnson  I 
praiMnl  itn  humour,  and  seemeil  much  diverte^l  \ 
with  it.    He  repeated  the  following  passage  :     ■ 

■*  In  stnini  more  exaltctl  the  «alt-l>ox  sliall  join, 
And  clattering  and  battering  and  clapping  com- 
bine; 
Widi  a  rap   and  a  tap,  while   the  hollow  side 

sound*. 
Up  and  down  leaps  the  (la]>,  an«l  with  rattling 
rtboundA."  '  I 

I    mentionet]    the    perI«Mlie:il  paper  called 
•"Tde  CossoissEra."  lie  saiil  it  wantcl  matter,  j 
—  No  doubt  it  had  not  the  deep  tliinkiii;:  of 
J'.>hn3<<n*s  writings;    but   Furely  it   has    jn^t  I 
^iews  orthe  surface  of  life,  and  a  very  spri^^htly 
manner.     His  opinicm  of  '"'  Tiik  Worlo  "  w:is  . 
Bot  ninch  higher  than  of  *'  The  Connoii^seur.*' 

Let  mo  here  apologise  for  the  imiKTiect  ■ 
naanerin  which  lam  obliged  to  exhil>it  John-  { 
son's  Cf^nversatirm  at  this  jM-riod.  In  the  early  j 
partof  my  acrjuaintunce  with  him,  1  was  »>  wraiit  j 
■  admiration  of  his  extnuirdinarv  colIoi|uial 
talents;,  and  so  little  accustomed  to  liis  peculiar  ! 
Bnde  of  expri'ssion,  that  I  found  it  extremely  ' 
j  difficult  to  recollect  ami  n'cord  his  coiiversa- 
'*»  with  its  ;rcnuinc  vi'^our  and  vivacitv.     In  . 


progress  of  time,  when  my  mind  was,  as  it 
were,  stronglu  impregnated  with  the  Johisonian 
tetheTy  1  could,  with  much  more  facility  and 
exactness,  carry  in  my  memory  and  commit 
to  paper  the  exuberant  variety  of  his  wisdom 
and  wit. 

At  this  time  31iss  WiUianK<<,  as  she  was  then 
called,  though  she  did  not  reside  with  him  in 
the  Temple  under  his  roof,  but  had  lodgings  in 
Bolt-court,  Fleet-street,  hatl  so  much  of  his 
attention,  that  he  every  night  drank  tea  with 
her  before  he  went  home,  however  late  it  might 
be,  and  she  always  sat  up  for  him.  This,  it 
may  be  fairly  conjectured,  was  not  alone  a 
jiroof  of  his  regard  for  her ;  but  of  his  own 
unwillingness  to  go  into  solitude,  before  that 
unseasonable  hour  at  which  he  had  habituated 
himself  to  exjHiCt  the  oblivion  of  repose.  Dr. 
Goldsmith,  being  a  privileged  man,  went  with 
him  this  night,  strutting  away,  and  culling  to 
me  with  nn  air  of  superiority,  like  that  of  nn 
esoteric  over  an  exoteric  <lis'ciple  of  a  sage  of 
antiquity*,  "  I  go  to  Aliss  Williams."  I  confess, 
I  then  envied  him  this  mightv  privilege,  of 
whicli  he  seemed  so  proud;  but  it  was  not  long 
1>efore  I  obtained  the  same  mark  of  distinc- 
tion. 

On  Tues<lay  the  5th  of  July,  I  again  visitwl 
Johnson.  He  told  me  he  had  looked  into  the 
poems  of  a  pn^tty  voluminous  writer,  Mr. 
(now  Dr.)  Jolin  Ogilvie,  one  of  the  Pres- 
byterian ministers  of  Scotland,  which  had 
lately  come  out,  but  couhl  find  nothing  in 
them.  BoswEix.  "  Is  there  not  imarpnation 
in  them,  Sir  ?  "  Johnson.  **  Why,  Sir,  there 
is  in  them,  what  ica»  imagination,  but  it  is  no 
more  imagination,  in  him^  than  sound  is  .srmnd 
in  the  echo.  And  his  diction,  too,  is  not  his 
own.  We  liave  long  ago  seen  white- robed 
innncpnce^  and /fowrr-hcsjuiHf^/cd  tneads."* 

Talking  of  London,  he  oi>^erve^l,  **Sir,  if 
you  wish  to  have  a  just  notion  of  the  magnitude 
of  this  city,  you  must  not  be  satisfied  with 
seeing  its  great  ^t^eets  and  srniares,  but  must 
survey  the  ininiinerable  little  lanes  and  courts. 
It  is  not  in  the  showy  evolutions  of  bnihiings, 
but  in  the  multi|)licity  of  human  habitat  it  iiih 
which  are  crowrlcji  together,  that  the  wonderful 
immensity  of  L«>ndon  consists."  —  1  have  often 
amused  my.M-lf  with  thinking  how  jlillerent  a 
jilace  London  is  to  ditlerent  pi*ople.  They, 
whose  narrow  minds  are  contracted  to  the 
consideration  of  some  one  particular  pursuit, 
view  it  only  thnmgh  that  meilium.  A  poli- 
tician  thinks  of  it  mcr(>lv  as  the  seat  of  ;;o- 


•  h  I7C9  1  iet  for  Smnrt  And  NcwlKry,  Tharnton'R  Imr- 
B^«P  <>de  rtn  St.  CiYfll.V*  i1  ly.  It  w;i«  |H>r  orincd  at 
Miszh  in  ni»ks.  to  »  rt-rv  cruwi'lml  audii'im'.  a*  I  was  tf >1(1 ;  ■ 
I  tk«^  r?«td«tl  In  Norfolk.  Heard  miik  tin*  xalt-bnx  ^oiitr,  ; 
vMck  «a*  admirably  ai^-ominnii^l  on  that  inktriiinint  by 
Wfm,  Xht  renarif'ina«trr  and  fattier  of  IMu*  Dn'iit.  Ilif  vi-l«-- 
tacari  finyvr  ;  KkcKiC*  on  ihe  lir(M)milii-k,  a*  )<h4«>iiti  •  and  a 
Mawk.ablr  performer  nn  tin*  JcwV  haii>.  — "  U\i7tu:i:  i«at)i;s 
%■  iron  iirr."  Cl>'avi>rt  wrre  ra*t  In  belUnn-tal  for  Ihit 
wmgnMi'Utn^>t.  All  the  }K'rUnmiri  of  ilio  old  wnman'k 
Cm.'vt.  rini»loy»Hl  by  Footi*,  »it«»,  I  lH>lii-\t..  cm|iloyi'd  at 
'  'ib  i*Li   till*  occasion.  —  UrKMkV.       In  ttie  original 


rdllion  of  tlii*  otio  now  lN*fore  mr,  tlip  date  on  thr  titlr-pafre 
is  17111,  a  nii«t:iki',  nodoiiiil,  fur  17ii'.i.  Ki<r  thp  one  to  which 
Dr.  Ihirncy  put  it.  at  n  bnrleitqiio  r(>hirl<'  for  mtific.  ti  la  vrry 
wdl  ;  but  »»  a  liti-rary  ppKhn-tidn.  It  mvih*  wilhtnit  objrrt  or 
inc*aiiiii)t.     It  b.-iH  nut  i-vrn  thi-  low  mi-rit  of  lifinK  "  pariKly  ; 

thf   b^Kt  Hill*  U   th.-it  on   tlH>  Jew'*  harp,  above  quotrd 

"  Ibixzniit  tw.m^'k  thf  Iron  lyrr."—  Ckokik. 

'  Till-  aiirimt  phili"»«'j>h<T«  wrre  mi|>|m>m^  to  ha»p  two 
■etc  of  tiMifts  — oni>.  thi'  fjotehc.  fxtrmal.or  public  di»ctniii'» 
-~thf  oitiiT,  thu  esvtt-rnwhv  iiitrinjl,  or  tixrct  ilix-triiifH, 
which  were  rokont-d  fur  thv  more  fuvuured  few. ^  Ckuklr. 
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vo'ntuiinit  in  \ts  difTerent departments;  tinTfizwr^ 
A9  a  \tt-st  miu'ket  for  cttttk';  tt  niercaiilile  man, 
na  u  place  whero  u  [imdigious  deal  of  luisiucHs 
U  diitie  ii)H>Q  ^Change ;  a  dromntic  enthufiJiistf 
Its  the  gntnd  5cone  of  theatrical  efit4.'rtttin- 
tueuts;  u  man  ofplosuiure,  iw  uii  a.s»emblH«*e  of 
tJxvt'nis,  jind  the  rrr^'fl-t  eaiporiurn  for  ladies  of 
easy  virtue.  But  the  intelleclual  ninn  is  struck 
with  it,  lift  couiprehiMnliug  the  wliule  of  humau 
tlfi.<  In  all  il!4  variiityf  the  euiitemplation  of 
which  is  iuexhaujitilile. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

"July  5.  170. 

*' Mv  DEAREST  Deah,  ^ — I  iim  extremely  glad 
tliMi  so  iTiudi  prudence  and  virtue  as  yours  U  at 
'tttst  Ntrariicd  with  so  large  a  fortuue  ',  »nd  dauht 
not  Init  that  the  excelTence  which  you  have  shewn 
in  circumstances  of  ditHciiUy  will  cuntinuc  the  same 
tn  the  convenience  of  weihh. 

"  I  have  nut  written  to  you  *ooner,  havln;i  no- 
thing to  say,  which  you  would  not  easily  *upp»i*e — 
nothing  hut  that  I  luve  you  and  wish  yon  happy  ; 
of  which  you  may  be  always  sunred,  whether  I 
write  or  not. 

**  I  have  had  lu  inflammation  in  my  eyes ;  but 
it  U  much  better,  and  wiJl  be,  1  hope,  soon  quite 
well 

'*  Be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  whether  you 
diitigTi  to  ttay  at  Lichfield  tliis  summer  ;  if  you 
do,  I  purpose  to  come  down.  I  shall  bring  Frank 
with  me;  ao  that  Kitty  must  euntrive  to  make 
two  l>eds,  or  gel  a  servant's  Iwd  at  the  Three- 
Crowns,  which  may  be  us  welt.  As  I  suppose  she 
may  want  slieets,  und  table  linen,  and  such  things, 
I  hNve  Kent  ten  ]}ound5,  which  she  may  lay  out  in 
convenience*,  1  will  p.iy  her  for  our  board  whut 
you  think  proper  ;  I  think  a  guinea  a  week  for  me 
aiid  tlic  hoy. 

<♦  Hi!  pleated  to  give  my  lo?e  to  Kitty. —  I  am, 
my  denrest  loye,  your  roost  bumble  scrvont, 
—  Ptarmm  MSS.  *♦  Savl  Joiissos."] 

On  WtMbieatlrtv,  July  6.,  he  was  engnged  to 
fiup  with  mc  at  my  lod^fings  in  Dcuwninir-street, 
^^'e5tlniJli^te^.  But  oti  the  preecdinif  night  my 
landlord  having  behaved  very  rudely  to  me 
and  some  company  who  wore  with  me,  I  had 
resolved  not  to  remain  another  ni<;ht  in  his 
house.  I  was  cxfceilinifly  uiieusy  at  the 
awkw.ird  ftp[H?iiranee  I  siqiposed  I  should  make 
to  John«.on  and  the  other  gentlemen  wham  I 
luiil  invited,  not  bein^  able  to  receive  them  at 
home,  and  beinpj  obliflred  to  order  stipper  at  the 
Mitre.  I  went  to  johnii^on  in  the  morning, 
and  tjdked  of  it  as  of  a  serious  distress.  He 
laughed,  and  said,  "Consider,  Sir,  how  insigniJi- 

i  I  '.'n  tbtyiiund 

J 

.'  tty  the  rnn- 


'  laaac  Amtvoic  Ecclri,  E«q.,  of  Cronnw,  In  il»<»  rimnly  nf 
Wickluw.  »liuin  I  liufi'  liVMrd  tutk  oftliU  cnttprr.  lir  Wiu  of 
H  hcvtarjr  itirn.  afut  tiubliitiea  uav  ur  twQ  |»lAy»  orSlukki|»Mre, 
mith  aout — Csoam. 


c.ont  lliia  will  appear  a  Iwelvenii 
Were  this  conaiduration  to  la:  app 
of  the  little  vexatious  incidenti 
whirh  our  quiet  is  Ux)  often  distu 
prevent  many  paiid'ul  sensationa. 
It   frequently  with  good   effect 
nothing,"  continued  he,  "in  ihiS' 
fortune ;  nay,  we  shall  be  betttn*  t 
I    told    him   that    1    had   been 
Fjt'lding's  ofhee^  coniphiining  of 
and   luul  been  inforuied   thatt    ih 
tidten  my  lodginf^s  for  a  year,   I 
proof  of  his  had  behaviour,  quit 
jtleased,  without  being  under  an 
pay  rent  for  any  longer  t»n»e  \ 
IMjusscssed   them.     The   fertility   ( 
luind  could  show   itself  even  upo 
matter   as  thia.      "  Why,    Sir, ' 
snpjxjse  this  must  he  the  law,  siiu 
been  Tulil  R<^  in  liow-ntreet.  But, 
lord  could  Luld  you  to  your  harj 
lodjjln^3  should  be  your?  for  a  y\ 
certainly  use  thciu  aa  you  think  i 
you  may  iiuarter  two  life-|juur<l»ii 
or  you  niay  send  the  prentest  ^ouq 
find  into  your  apartments ;  or  j 
that  you  want  to  make  some  exi 
natural   philosophy,    and  may  bi 
quantity  of  assafictida  in  hie  uou: 

I  hull  as  mv  guesla  thin  ev 
Mitre  tavern,  t)r.  Johnson,  Dr. 
Mr.  Thoinns  Davies,  Air.  Eceh 
^rentleman,  for  whose  agrcealde  c 
oVjiJiired  to  Mr.  Davies,  and  the  R< 
Uyilvie  *,  who  wa^  desirous  of  h 
y.my  with  my  illustrious  frlem 
m  my  turn,  w»is  proud  to  have 
of  showing'  one  of  my  coun 
what  easy  terms  Johnson  perm 
live  with  him. 

Goldsmith,  as  usual,  cndeavou 
much  eajremess,  to  shine^  and  di 
warmly  with  Johnson  a*»ainst  ih^ 
maiim  uf  the  British  coujitituli 
can  do  no  wrong;*'  nffinning, 
was  morally  false  coidd  not  he  jKili 
and  as  the  king  might,  in  the  e: 
regal  power,  command  and  causae* 
what  was  wrong,  it  certiiialy  miifh 
Benae  and  in  reason,  that  he  coul4 
JoHsrsoN.  "Sir,  you  are  to  cons 
our  constitntion,  according  !o  it 
ciples,  the  king  is  the  heaii,  he  id  1 
is  above  every  thing,  and  there  is 
which  he  can  be  tried.    Tbensfi 


*  The  northern  h*rd 
Dr.  Jphnton'i  pvrniiui 

ScTf^<1 ;  rtdillnr.  hnw^vf'T 


ux 


'   li«iy  111!  Juil^tfjit '   ha>  ui>  nicuuiiUk'tiilile  1 

BO*WLl.L, 

h>u\\'A\'»  ti,uvr-(tui  ria:,i.iii,.  ittrmafif 
unin  !he  fHj*cry 

bttrtl  ic««n  motv  m 

hAd  .<;.  >  n. 


^^^- ■•^S^^^^i^^ 
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we  hold  the  king  can  do  no  wrong  ;  that 
lever  may  happen  to  be  wrong  in  govern- 
t  maj  not  be  above  our  reach,  by  being 
bed  to  Majesty.  Redress  is  always  to  be 
ag:unst  oppression,  by  punishing  the  iin- 
iatc  agents.  The  king,  though  he  should 
nand*  cannot  fori^e  a  jii<lge  to  condemn  a 
unjustly  ;  therefore  it  is  tlie  judge  whom 
[irosecutc  and  punish.  Political  institu- 
t  arc  formoil  upon  the  consideration  of 
I  will  most  frequently  teml  to  the  good  of 
vholc,  although  now  and  then  exceptions 
occur.  Thus  it  is  better  in  general  that 
ition  should  have  a  supreme  legislative 
er,  altliough  it  may  at  times  be  abused. 
i  then.  Sir,  there  is  this  consideration,  that 
it  abuM  be  enornums^  Nature  will  rise  up ; 
claiming  her  original  rights^  ocertum  a 
•upi  political  xyKtemC^  I  mark  this  animate<l 
ence  with  peculiar  pleasure,  as  a  noble 
anceof  that  truly  dignified  spirit  of  freedom 
ch  ever  glowed  m  h:s  heart,  though  he  was 
rged  with  slavish  tenets  by  superficial 
ervers;  because  he  was  at  all  times  in- 
lunt  against  that  false  patriotism,  that 
fleaded  love  of  freedom,  that  unruly  rest- 
mess,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  stable 
'iifi)ntyof  any  goo<l  governnumt. 
This  generous  sentiment,  which  he  uttered 
'A  |p«ai  fervour,  struck  me  exceedingly, 
til  stirred  my  blood  to  ihat  pitch  of  fancied 
'S^Aaooe,  the  possibility  of  which  I  am  glad 
keep  in  mind,  but  to  which  I  trust  I  never 
all  be  forwd. 

"Great  abilities.''  said  he,  "are  not  re- 
i«te  for  an  historian ;  for  in  historical 
nposition  all  the  greatest  powers  of  the 
ram  iniii-1  arc  q-iiesoent.  He  ha.s  facts  ready 
bis  h.ind  ;  so  th.*re  is  no  exercise  of  invon- 
1.  Lna/ination  is  not  re(iulre<l  in  any  high 
Tee :  only  about  as  nmcli  as  is  used  in  the 
»'r  klixLi  of  pojtry.  Some  penetration, 
aracy,  an<l  colnurin-j:,  will  fit  a  man  for  the 
u  if  h<'  can  give  the  application  which  is 
e««ary.** 

Bay'es  Dictionary  is  a  very  useful  work 
tboH*  to  consult  who  love  the  bioirraphical 
;i»f*  literature,  which  is  what  I  love  most.''  • 
aiking  of  the  eminent  writers  in  (iueen 
«*»  reign,  he  observed,  "  I  think  Dr. 
Btbnot  the  tirst  man  among  them,  lie 
the  most  universal  genius,  being  an  ex- 


ly  iip^iiVinR  of  Baylc*'"  manner  in  hi«  Die- 
y.  If-  P«-p<  •J">t :  —  ■  Ay.  hv  i<«  th*-  <»nly  m  in  lh;tt  pvpr 
Ii4  «ith  »•>  mtieh  jii-l;;i'nfnt,  atiil  wr'-tc  uith  i<>  much 
at  Ih^  JAT.*"  tJiM''.'  "  —  Sficnrr.  —  Which  r. 
■.Brooke  [  r.mcM  Moore,  wifp  of  tlif  Kt-v.  Mr.Brooko. 
tm  to  the  f-trres  in  Can.u1a.  whitlu-r  she  acrompinicd 
■nri**^  an  Mmwer  ni-t  ui)lik«>  thi*.  whon  exp;iti.iling 
•aaramuLirion  or  «utiliine  and  IxMiriTul  objrctit.  whirh 
Ihc  •••  priMi^ct  I'P  ihe  rivpr  St.  Lawrrncp  in  North 
taai  "Come,  m.vlam,  (mtc  I>r.  Jnhiisun.'  confrts  that 
^  •««r  Minail«>d  your  pleasure  in  sei-ing  that  siitht 
ai^  and  fln.ling  rournflf  lo.>kiiix  at  lh«?  happy  prospect 
Ika  nw*^  St  Lawrence."  Mr^.  Rro-)ke  wrote  two 
••  Emily-  Montague."  and  "  I.  »dy  Julia  Mande- 
aftt-r«.irds  prodfireil  several  dramatic  i>'ecp». 
•*  itotina.'*  still  keein  the  stajjf.  .She  it  «aid 
BUcfa  e»trr:nej  by  J  >hitsu'.i.     Sue  dird  in  17M). 


cellent  physician,  a  man  of  deep  learning,  and 
a  man  of  much  humour.  Mr.  Addison  was,  to 
be  sure,  a  great  man :  his  learning  was  not  pro- 
ibund ;  but  his  morality,  his  humour,  and  his 
elejrance  of  writing,  set  him  very  high." 

!^Ir.  Ogilvie  was  unlucky  enough  to  choose 
for  the  topic  of  his  conversation  the  praises  of 
his  native  country.  lie  began  witn  saying, 
that  there  was  very  rich  land  around  Edin- 
burgh. Goldsmith,  who  had  studied  physic 
there,  contradicted  this,  very  untruly,  wiUi  a 
sneerin":  laugh.  Disconcerted  a  little  by  this, 
Mr.  Ogilvie  then  took  new  ground,  where,  I 
suppose,  he  thought  himself  perfectly  safe; 
fur  he  observed,  that  Scotland  had  a  great  many 
noble  wild  prospects.  Johnson.  *'  I  believe, 
Sir,  you  have  a  great  many.  Norway,  too,  has 
noble  wild  prospects ;  and  Lapland  is  remnrk- 
able  for  prodigious  noble  wild  prospects.  But, 
Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  the  noblest  prospect  which 
a  Scotchman  ever  sees,  is  the  high  road  that 
leads  him  to  England !  "  ^  This  unexpected 
and  pointed  sally  produced  a  roar  of  applause. 
Aflcr  all,  however,  those  who  admire  the  rude 
grandeur  of  Nature  cannot  deny  it  to  Cale- 
donia. 

On  Saturday,  July  9.,  I  found  Johnson 
surrounded  wiUi  a  numerous  levee,  but  have 
not  preserved  any  part  of  his  conversation. 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

"  July  IS.  1763. 

•*  My  dkarest  Love,  —  I  had  forgot  my  debt 
to  pour  Kitty  ;  pray  let  her  have  the  note,  and  do 
what  you  can  for  her,  for  she  has  been  always  very 
good.  I  will  help  her  to  a  little  more  money  if 
she  wants  it,  and  will  write.  I  intend  that  she 
shall  have  t!ie  use  of  the  house  as  long  as  she  and 
I  live. 

•'  That  there  should  not  b«  room  for  me  at  the 
hou^e  is  some  di>v:ippointment  to  me,  but  the  mat- 
ter is  not  very  great.  I  am  sorry  you  have  liad 
yciur  head  filled  with  building',  for  many  rea«>ns. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  settle  immediately  for  life  at 
any  one  place  ;  you  miiiht  have  staid  and  seen  more 
of  the  world.  You  will  not  have  your  work  done, 
as  you  do  not  understand  it,  but  at  twice  the  value. 
You  might  have  hired  a  house  at  half  the  interest 
of  the  money  f«»r  which  you  build  it,  if  your  house 
cost  you  a  thousand  pf)un(is.  You  might  have  the 
Palace  for  twenty  pounds,  and  make  forty  of  your 
thousand  pounds;  so  in  twenty  years  you  would 


'*  Thft  tmth  U,"  iidds  Afrs.  Piozsi.  "  he  hated  to  hear  atwut 
prospects  and  views,  and  laying  out  (tround.  and  ta»te  In 
gardoninn :—"  Th.it  was  thf  bt-st  garden  (he  said)  which 
prodiirmi  mo^t  root^  and  fruits  ;  and  that  water  was  most  to 
be  priz«>d  whit  h  cnntainod  most  lish."  He  used  to  laugh  at 
Shen>«ione  most  unmercirully  for  not  caring  whether  there  was 
any  thing  gr)o<l  torii/  in  the  streams  he  was  so  fond  of.  Walk- 
ing in  a  wood  when  it  rained  was.  1  Ihink.  the  only  rural  image 
which  pleased  his  fancy,  lift  IovmI  the  sight  of  fine  forest- 
trees,  however,  and  dete«t<-d  nrighthelmstone  Downs,  "  be- 
cause it  was  a  rountry  so  truly  desolate  (he  said),  Ihat  if  one 
l:ad  a  inmd  to  hang  one's  self  for  desperatkfn  at  being 
obliged  to  live  there,  it  would  be  difllcult  to  And  a  Ires  on 
which  to  fa»ten  the  rope."  —  CuoRiR. 

•>  Miss  Porter  laid  out  nearly  one-third  of  her  legacy  In 
btiildiug  a  handsome  house  at  I.ichfleld.  where  Joliuson  in 
after  years  frequently  vltited  her.—  CaoKEH. 
L 
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hmre  saved  four  hundred  pounds,  and  still  have  had 

your  thoasand.     I  am,  dear  dear,  yours,  &e., 

—  Pearaon  MSS.  "  Sam.  Johmsok.** 

JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  STRAHAN. 

"  14th  July,  1763. 

**  Dkar  GcoRor,  —  To  gire  pain  ought  always 
to  be  painful,  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  been  the 
occasion  of  any  uneasiness  to  you,  to  whom  I  hope 
never  to  [do]  any  thing  but  for  your  benefit  or 
your  pleasure.  Your  uneasiness  was  without  any 
reason  on  your  part,  as  you  had  written  with 
sufficient  frequency  to  me,  and  I  had  only  neg- 
lected to  answer  them,  because  as  nothing  new  had 
been  proposed  to  your  study,  no  new  direction  or 
incitement  could  be  offered  you.  But  if  it  had 
happened  that  you  had  omitted  what  you  did  not 
omit,  and  that  I  had  for  an  hour,  or  a  week,  or  a 
much  longer  time,  thought  myself  put  out  of  your 
mind  by  something  to  which  presence  gave  that 
prevalence,  which  presence  will  sometimes  give 
even  where  there  is  the  most  prudence  and  ex- 
perience, you  arc  not  to  inuigine  that  my  friend- 
ship is  light  enough  to  be  blown  away  by  the  first 
cross  blast,  or  that  my  regard  or  kindness  hangs  by 
so  slender  a  hair  as  to  be  broken  off  by  the  unfelt 
weight  of  a  petty  offence.  I  love  you,  and  hope  to 
love  you  long.  You  have  hitherto  done  nothing  to 
diminish  my  good  will,  and  though  you  had  done 
much  more  than  you  have  supposed  imputed  to  you, 
my  good  will  would  not  have  been  diminished. 

**  1  write  thus  largely  on  this  suspicion,  which 
you  have  suffered  to  enter  into  your  mind,  because 
in  youth  we  are  apt  to  be  too  rigorous  in  our  ex- 
pectations, and  to  suppose  that  the  duties  of  life  are 
to  be  performed  with  unfailing  exactness  and  regu- 
larity ;  but  in  our  progress  through  life  we  are 
forced  to  abate  much  of  our  demands,  and  to  take 
friends  such  as  we  can  find  them,  not  as  we  would 
make  them. 

**  These  concessions  every  wise  man  is  more 
ready  to  make  to  others,  as  he  knows  that  he  shall 
often  want  them  for  himself;  and  when  he  remem- 
bers how  often  he  fails  in  the  observance  of  a  culti- 
vation of  his  best  friends,  is  willing  to  suppose  that 
his  friends  may  in  their  turn  neglect  him,  without 
any  intention  to  offend  him. 

*<  When  therefore  it  shall  happen,  as  happen  it 
will,  that  you  or  I  have  disappointed  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  other,  you  are  not  to  suppose  that  you 
have  lost  me,  or  tliat  I  intended  to  lose  you; 
nothing  will  remain  but  to  repair  the  fault,  and  to 
go  on  as  if  it  never  had  been  committed.  I  am, 
Sir,  your  affectionate  servant,  Sam.  Johnson."] 
—  Ro$e  MSS, 

On  the  14th  we  had  another  evening  by 
oursclve<i  at  the  Mitre.  It  happening  to  be  a 
yery  rainy  night,  I  made  some  common-place 
observations  on  the  relaxation  of  nerves  and 
depression  of  spirits  which  such  weather  occa- 


'  Jnhnnon  wniihi  nufTer  noneofbli  fHendsto  fill  upchaimi 
in  conrerwitlon  with  remarkf  on  the  weather :  —  "  Let  us 
not  talk  of  the  weather."  —  Bt  inrt. 

>  Mri.  Pfozzi  tayH  that "  though  Dr.  John«on  owed  hit  very 
life  to  air  and  exerclae  giren  him  when  hit  orirans  of  re- 
apiratlon  could  tcarcely  play.  In  the  year  1766.  yet  he  ever 
persisted  in  the  notion,  that  neither  of  thcin  bad  any  thing  to 


noned  ^ ;  adding,  howerer,  that  it  ^ 
the  v^etable  creation.  Johnson, 
have  a&eady  seen,  denied  that  the 
of  the  air  had  any  influence  on 
frame,  answered,  with  a  smile 
*'  Why,  yes,  Sir,  it  is  good  for  reg 
for  the  animals  who  eat  those  ve^ 
for  the  animals  who  eat  those  anin 
observation  of  his  aptly  enough  i 
good  supper ;  and  I  soon  forgot, 
company,  the  influence  of  a  moist ) 

Feeling  myself  now  quite   at 
companion,  though  I  had  all  possib 
for  him,  I  expressed  a  regret  that 
be  so  easy  with  my  father,  though 
much  older  than  Johnson,  and  cer 
ever  respectable,  had  not  more 
greater  abilities  to  depress  me. 
the  reason  of  this.     Johkson.     " 
am  a  man  of  the  world.    1  live  i 
and  I  take,  in  some  degree,  the  c 
world  as  it  moves  along.    Your 
judge  in  a  remote  part  of  the  is 
his   notions    are    taken  from  the 
Besides,  Sir,  there  must  always  b 
between  a  father  and  son,  while 

r>wer  and  the  other  at  independe] 
was  afraid  my  father  would  for© 
lawyer.  Johnson.  "Sir,  you  i 
afraid  of  his  forcing  you  to  be 
Dractising  lawyer;  that  is  not  u 
For,  as  the  proverb  says,  '  One  m 
a  horse  to  the  water,  but  twenty  < 
him  drink.'  He  may  be  displea 
are  not  what  he  wishes  you  to  1 
displeasure  will  not  go  fau*.  If  1h 
on  your  having  as  much  law  as  ia  i 
a  man  of  property,  and  then  endei 
you  into  parhoment,  he  is  quite  in 
He  enlarged  very  convincing! 
excellence  oiT  rhyme  over  blank  ' 
glish  poetry.  I  mentioned  to  1 
Adam  Smith,  in  his  lectures  upon 
when  I  studied  under  him  in  tt 
Glasgow,  had  maintained  the  b 
strenuously,  and  I  repeated  some 
ments.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  was  Oi 
pany  with  Smith,  and  we  did  not 
other  ;  but  had  I  known  that  he 
as  much  as  you  tell  me  he  does,  I 
HUGGED  him." 

Talking  of  those  who  denied  ' 
Christianity,  he  said,  "  It  is  alw« 
on  the  negative  side.  If  a  man' 
deny  that  there  is  salt  upon  til 
could  not  reduce  him  to  an  absun 
let  us  try  this  a  little  further. 
Canada  is  taken,  and  I  can  suppc 


do  with  health."  "  People  live  as  long.'*  mk 
Alley  as  on  Salisbury  Plain  ;  and  tbey  llvai 
that  an  inhabitant  of  the  first  would.  If  Iw 
itarve  his  understanding  for  want  of  oonvan 
in  a  sUte  of  mental  inferiority."  _  Caocnu 
3  See  poit,  29th  Oct.  1773,  and  29th  Apffli 
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by  pretty  good  arjnimcntfl.  The  French  are  a 
much  more  numerous  people  thun  vc  ;  nnd  it  is 
not  likely  that  they  would  allow  us  to  take  it. 
^  But  the  ministry  have  assured  us,  in  all  the 
formality  of  the  Gazette,  that  it  is  taken.*  — 
Very  true.  But  the  ministry  have  put  us  to 
an  enormous  expense  by  the  war  in  America, 
lod  it  is  their  interest  to  persuade  us  that  we 
hare  jgot  something  for  our  money.  —  *  But  the 
fact  u  confirmed  by  thousands  of  men  who 
were  at  the  takin;;  of  it.*  —  Ay,  but  those  men 
have  still  more  interest  in  decetvin<i:  us.  Thoy 
dnn't  want  that  you  should  think  the  French 
have  beat  them,  but  that  they  have  beat  the 
French.  Now  Bup{)ose  you  should  go  over  nnd 
find  that  it  really  is  taken ;  that  would  only 
Btisfy  yourself;'  for  when  you  come  home  we 
,  will  not  believe  tou.  We  will  say,  you  have 
j  been  bribed.  —  let,  Sir,  notwith'stan<ling  all 
these  plausible  objections,  we  have  no  doubt 
tkit  Canada  is  rcallv  ours. 


Such  is  the  weight 
of  common  testimony.  How  much  stronger 
m  the  evidences  of  the  Christian  relif;i(m  !  '* 

**  Idleness  is  a  disease  which  must  be  com- 
bited;  but  I  wouUl  not  advise  a  rigid  ad- 
herence to  a  i>arti<'ular  plan  of  studv.  ^  I 
UTielf  hare  never  persisted  in  any  plan  for 
two  davs  toj^ethcr.  A  man  ought  to  read  just 
u  inclination  leads  him ;  for  what  he  rends  as 
a  tvk  will  do  him  little  good.  A  young  man 
ihonld  read  five  hours  in  the  dny,  nnd  so  may 
•Muire  a  great  deal  of  knowle<lge." 

To  a  man  of  vigorous  intellect  nnd  ardent 
corKHity  like  his  own,  reading  without  a  rc- 
irular  plan  may  be  beneficial ;   though   even 
such  a  man  must  submit  to  it,  if  he  would 
ittain   a  full   undersitanding   of   any   of   the 
!ci»iices. 
To  "such  a  ilegree  of  unrestrained  frankness 
I  kvl  h<;  now  acca<tomed  mo,  that  in  the  course 
•jf  lhfc«  evening   I   talked   of   the   nunicrous 
^?fle^•J ion.-"  which  had  bi'en  thrown  out  against 
I  fciin  on   account  of   his   having  accepted    a 
I  pension   from  his  present  Majc:<ry.      "  Why, 
I  Sir,  (^aid  he,  with  a  liearty  laugh,)    it  is  a 
nighty  fiwlish  noise  that  they  niuke.^     1   have 
•ecepteil  of  a  pension  as  a  reward  wliicli  has 
been  thought  due  to  my  literary  merit ;  and 
now  that   1    have  this  p^msion,  I  am  the  same 
aun  in  Q\'<rry  respect  that  I  have  ever  bci-n  ;  I 
Miiin  thft  same  principles.     Jt  is  true,  that  I 
f^nnot  nfiw  curne  (smiling)  the  house  of  Ha- 
nover :  nor  would  it  be  decent  for  me  to  drink 
King   James's  health  in  the  wine  that  Kint^ 
'j<'>r2e  give;*  n«;  money  to  pay  f»>r.     But,  Sir, 
I  think  that  the  plea.'iure  of  cursing  tin*  house 
of  Hanover,  and  drinking  King  James's  heahli, 


-c. 


'  pml,  h'w  letter  to  Mr.  Georf:^  Strahan,  May  'l^.  17r>.'i. 


■  Whpn  I  mmtinned  the  same  iillc  rlamoiir  to  him  M^reral 
p^Vf  a.tM^wrdi.  b^  iKahl,  vith  a  siiiilp.  "  I  «i«h  my  pension 
■aggt  tvir*  ax  U^^>  th^  they  migiit  make  twici'  a«  much 

1  It  trwnnf  ii'ilikclr  thM  he  and  Mr.  WalmeMpT  rmiM  h  wo 
halaaick  mwrr'naTi".  .ince  1757.  when  Johnson  removed  to 
htmtih:  Mr.  \V«lniLtl«y  cuotiiiiihig  to  ri-sidc  in  Lichtu-ld, 


are  amply  overbalanced  by  three  hundred 
pounds  a  year." 

There  was  here,  most  certainly,  an  aficcta- 
tion  of  more  tTacobitism  than  he  really  had ; 
and  indeed  an  intention  of  admitting,  for  the 
moment,  in  a  much  greater  extent  than  it 
really  existed,  the  charge  of  disaffection  im- 
puted to  him  by  the  world,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  how  dexterously  he  could 
repel  an  attack,  even  though  he  were  placed  in 
the  most  disadvantageous  position  ;  for  I  have 
heard  him  declare,  that  if  holding  up  his  right 
hand  would  have  secured  victory  at  CuUoden 
to  Prince  Charles's  army,  he  was  not  sure  he 
would  have  held  it  up;  so  little  confidence  had 
he  in  the  right  claimed  by  the  house  of  Stuart, 
and  so  fearful  was  he  of  the  consequences  of 
another  revolution  on  the  throne  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  Mr.  Tophani  Beuuclerk  ai^ured 
me,  he  had  heard  him  say  this  before  he  had 
his  pension.  At  another  time  he  said  to  Mr. 
Langton,  "  Nothing  has  ever  offered  that  has 
made  it  worth  my  while  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion fully."  He,  however,  also  said  to  the 
same  gentleman,  talking  of  King  James  the 
Seconil,  "  It  was  biM'ome  impossible  for  him  to 
reign  any  longer  in  this  country.'*  He  no 
doubt  had  an  early  attachment  to  the  house 
of  Stuart ;  but  his  zeal  had  cooled  as  his 
reason  strengthened.  lndee<l,  I  heard  him 
once  say,  *'  that  after  the  death  of  a  violent 
Whig,-  with  whom  he  u.sed  to  contend  with 
great  eagerness,  he  felt  his  Toryism  much 
abated."    I  su pilose  he  meant  Mr.  Walmesley.' 

Yet  there  is  no  dcnibt  that  at  earlier  periods 
he  wjLs  wont  ollen  to  exercise  both  his  plea- 
santry and  ingenuity  in  talking  Jacobitii^m. 
My  much  respected  frieml.  Dr.  Dougla.s  now 
Bishop  of  Sali.><bury,  has  favoured  me  with  the 
following  admirable  instance  fnmi  his  Lord- 
ship's own  rc(*ol lection.  One  day  when  (lining 
at  ohl  Mr.  Langlon'^  where  ^lis*  Roberts,  his 
niece,  was  one  of  the  ccnnpany,  Johnson,  with 
his  usual  roninlacent  attention  to  the  fair  sex, 
took  her  by  tin*  hand  and  said,  '*  My  dear,  I 
hoj)e  you  are  a  Jacoliiie."  Old  Mr.  Langton, 
wht),  tliougli  a  high  and  steady  Tory,  was 
attaclH'd  to  llut  j)resent  royal  family,  .»*crnied 
ollcndrd.and  a>kctl»Johnaon  with  great  warmth, 
what  he  fould  nu'an  by  putting  su«-h  a  question 
to  his  niece?  "Why,  Sir,"  said  J<»hn>on,  "I 
meant  no  offence  to  your  niece  ;  1  meant  her  a 
preat  compliment.  A  Jacobite,  Sir,  l»elieves 
in  the  divine  right  of  kings.  He  that  believes 
in  the  ilivine  riglit  of  kings  believes  in  a 
Divinity.  A  Jjicobite  believes  in  the  divine 
right  of   bishoi>s.      He  that   iM'lievcs   in   the 


whcTo  he  tllotl  in  I"''!  :  it  was  more  prnbahlr  «ome  memlier 
of  tlie  |vy-I.ini«  rlu»>,  perhaps  M'Cliif.  who  wa*  a  ttroii(; 
Whij;;  9.9  in«icc<I  »a«  1^'er,  hut  he  survlv<-d  to  177a. —  (.-.. 
Kli.  1  L-iiini'it  but  lx*Iieve  that  the  eient*  of  I7-I.'>  had  !>ome 
inlliienre  im  Dr.  Jnhiison  pcr«on.illy,  to  the  diminution  of  his 
Jiicobite  fwlinif*.  .S«'e  nn/r .  ji.  .M.'n. 'i.  Tlie  battle  of  fW- 
Men  wa«  fmi^jht  »om«'  month*  after  the  Pfslenrter'?  retreat 
out  i>r  Knu-lant).  when,  if  at  all.  the  or<-a»inn  of  Johnki»n's 
di.»guil  mu>t  hAvehappt'nml.  — Ckokeu,  1H46. 
L   2 
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divine  right  of  bishops  believes  in  the  divine 
authority  of  the  Christian  religion.   Therefore, 
Sir,  a  Jiicobite  is  neither  an  atneist  nor  a  deist.  I 
That  cannot  be  said  of  a  Whig ;  for  Whiggitm 
is  a  negation  of  aU principley^  I 

He  advised  me,  when  abroad,  to  be  as  much  ' 
as  I  could  with  the  professors  in  the  universi-  ■ 
ties,  and  with  the  clergy  ;  for  from  their  con- 
versation I  might  expect  the  best  accounts  of 
every  thing,  in  whatever  country  I  should  be, 
with  the  additional  advantage  of  keeping  my  i 
leamins;  alive.  I 

It  will  be  observed,  that  when  giving  me 
advice  as  to  my  travels.  Dr.  Johnson  did  not 
dwell  upon  cities,  and  palaces,  and  pictures, 
and  shows,  and  Arcailian  scenes.  He  was  of 
Lord  Essex's*  opinion, who  advises  his  kins- 
man, Roger  Earl  of  Rutland,  *^  rather  to  go  a 
hundred  miles  to  speak  with  one  wise  man, 
than  five  miles  to  see  a  fair  town."  ^ 

I  described  to  him  an  impudent  fellow  from 
Scotland,  who  affected  to  be  a  savage,  and 
railed  at  all  established  systems.  Johnson. 
"  There  is  nothing  surprising  in  this,  Sir.  He 
wants  to  make  himself  conspicuous.  He 
would  tumble  in  a  hogsty,  as  long  as  you 
looked  at  him  and  called  to  him  to  come  out. 
But  let  him  alone,  never  mind  him,  and  he'll 
soon  give  it  over.** 

■I  added,  that  the  same  person  *  maintained 
that  there  was  no  distinction  between  virtue 
and  vice.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  if  the  fellow 
does  not  think  as  he  speaks,  he  is  lying ;  and  I 
see  not  what  honour  he  can  propose  to  himself 
from  having  the  character  of  a  liar.  But  if 
he  does  really  think  that  there  is  no  distinc- 
tion between  virtue  and  vice,  why.  Sir,  when 
he  leaves  our  houses  let  us  count  our  spoons." 

Sir  David  Dairy mple,  now  one  of  the 
Judf^es  of  Scotland  oy  the  title  of  Lord 
Ilailcs^,  had  contributed  much  to  increase 
my  high  opinion  of  Johnson,  on  account  of  his 
writings,  long  before  I  attained  to  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  him :  I,  in  return,  had  in- 
formed Johnson  of  Sir  David's  eminent  cha- 
racter for  learning  and  religion  ;  and  Johnson 
was  so  much  pleased,  that  at  one  of  our  even- 
ing meetings  he  gave  him  for  his  to:ist.  I  at 
this  time  kept  up  a  very  freauent  corre- 
sj>ondence  with  Sir  David  ;  and  I  read  to  Dr. 
Johnson  to-night  the  following  passage  from 
the  letter  which  I  had  last  rcccive<l  from 
him :  — 


*'  It  pves  me  pleasure  to  think  tliat  yc 
obtained  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Samuel  J< 
He  is  one  of  the  best  moral  wriiers  which  £ 
has  produced.  At  the  same  time,  I  envy  ] 
free  and  undisguised  converse  with  such  i 
May  I  beg  you  to  present  my  bist  respects ' 
and  to  assure  him  of  tlie  veneration  whid 
tertain  for  the  author  of  the  Rambler  and  o 
sclas  ?  Let  me  recommend  this  last  work  ( 
with  the  Kanibler  you  certainly  are  acqu 
In  Ra-;selas  you  will  see  a  tender-hearted  op 
who  probes  the  wound  only  to  heal  it.  Si 
the  contrary,  mangles  human  nature.  He  ci 
slashes,  as  if  he  took  pleasure  in  the  operaUc 
the  tyrant  who  said,  ha  feri  ut  $e  tentiat  ewu 

Johnson  seemed  to  be  much  gratified  ] 
just  and  well-lurned  compliment 

He  recommended  to  me  to  keep  a  jou: 
my  life,  full  and  unreserved.  He  said  it 
be  a  very  good  exercise,  and  would  yU 
great  satisfaction  when  the  partionlara 
faded  from  my  remembrance.  I  was  u 
monly  fortunate  in  having  had  a  pi^ 
coincidence  of  opinion  with  him  upoi 
subject,  for  I  had  Itept  such  a  journal  foi 
time  ;  and  it  was  no  small  pleasure  to 
have  this  to  tell  him,  and  to  receive  his  i 
bation.  He  counselled  me  to  keep  it  p 
and  said  I  might  surely  have  a  frient 
would  burn  it  in  case  of  mv  death, 
this  habit  I  have  been  enabled  to  fQ^ 
world  so  many  anecdotes,  which  would 
wise  have  been  lost  to  posterity.  I  men 
that  I  waa  afraid  I  put  into  my  jounu 
many  little  incidents.  Johnson.  "Hi 
nothing.  Sir,  too  little  for  so  little  a  cp 
as  man.  It  is  by  studying  little  thing 
we  attain  the  great  art  of  having  aa 
misery  and  as  much  hap])iness  as  possiU 

Next  morning  Mr.  Dempster  happa 
call  on  me,  and  was  so  much  struck  eve 
the  imperfect  account  which  I  gave  him 
Johns(m's  conversation,  that  to  his  hone 
it  recorded,  when  I  comjiluined  that  dr 
port  and  sitting  up  late  with  him,  affecti 
nerves  for  some  time  after,  he  siud,  **  d 
better  be  pal:<ied  at  eighteen  than  no( 
company  with  such  a  man.** 

On  Tuesday,  Jul;jr  19.,  I  found  ft 
Thomas  Robinson  ^  sitting  with  Johnsoi 
lliomas  said,  that  the  King  of  Prussia 
himself  upon  three  things  :  —  upon  I 
hero,  a  musician,  and  an  author.    Jo 


'  Hp  used  to  toll,  wtth  great  humour,  from  my  relation  to 
him,  thi*  following  little  story  of  my  early  vrars.  which  wa« 
literally  trm- :  —  "  Botwell,  in  the  year  1745,  wa»  a  fine  boy, 
wore  n.  white  cnckadr,  and  prayed  for  Kinir  Jumes.  till  one  of 
hit  uncle* (General  fnchran)  gave  him  a  vhi  ling  on  con- 
dition that  he  would  pray  for  King  George,  which  he 
accordingly  did.  So  you  we  »ay«  Boswell)  that  Whigi  qfaii 
agrs  are  matk  the  $ame  waif."  —  Boswell. 

s  The  celebrated  and  unfortunate  Irarl  of  E<sez. » 
CaoKCR,  1846. 

-^  I.elter  to  Rutland  on  Travrl.  I6roo.  IS96.  — Boswell. 

*  llilt  perion  ha«,  fortunately  fur  him,  escaped  my  in- 
quiries after  his  identity.  —  Crokbr,  1846. 

>  Tbii  learned  and  excellent  person  waa  bom  in  17'^ ; 
educated  at  Kton,  and  aderwarda  at  Utrecht ;  called  to  the 
Scotch  bar  in  1748;  a  lord  of  aestion  in  1766.    He  died  in 


1792.  He  wrote  aome  papers  in  the  Worid  hnd  M 
I  published  aeveral  original  tracts  on  rtrligioiis.  hiita 
I  antiquarian  siibjccu,  and  republikhed  a  great  main 

'    CaoKBR. 

<  The  elder  brother  of  the  flrst  Lord  Rokebv,  c 
Sir  Th<^ma^  Kobinnon.  on  account  of  his  heigfit,  f 
tingtitsh  him  from  Sirlliomas  Robinson,  first  I^wdC 
He  was  a  familiar  acquaintance  of  Lord  Chestai 
by  him,  as  Hawkins  relattm,  employed  as  a  Rtcd 
Johnson,  who,  on  his  first  visit,  treated  him  verr  in 
It  was  on  his  request  for  an  epifram  that  Lora  C 
made  the  di»Uch  — 

"  r'niike  my  subject  will  I  make  my  soof. 

It  shall  be  witty  and  it  shan't  b«  iimg  .'** 

and  to  whom  he  said  In  his  laat  illDCM,  "  Ah,  81 


^T.54. 
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"Pretty  well.  Sir,  for  one  man.  As  to  his 
being  an  author,  I  haye  not  looked  at  his 
poetry  ;  but  his  ])rose  is  poor  stuff.  lie  writes 
just  as  you  may  suppose  Voltaire's  footboy  to 
do,  who  has  been  his  uuitinuensis.  He  has 
such  parts  as  the  valet  might  have,  and  abuut 
u  much  of  the  colouring  of  the  style  as  mi;;lit 
be  got  by  tninscribing  his  works.^*  When  1 
TM  at  Femey,  I  repeate<l  this  to  Voltaire,  in 
order  to  reconcile  nim  somewhat  to  Johnson, 
vhom  he,  in  affecting  the  English  mode  of 
txprcssion,  had  previously  charai-terised  as  "  a 
Hipcrstitious  dug  ; "  but  aOer  hearing'  such  a 
cncicism  on  Frederick  the  Great,  with  whom 
be  was  then  on  bad  terms,  he  exclaimed,  "  An 
lunct  fellow!" 

Uut  I  think  the  criticism  much  too  severe  ; 
fi>i  the  *' Memoirs  of  the  House  of  Uranden- 
bur^h**  are  written  as  well  as  many  works  of 
thdU  kind.  His  poetry,  for  the  style  of  which 
he  himself  makes  a  frank  apology,  "jarffonnant 
■a  Frufv^M  barbare^*  though  fraught  witli 
pernicious  ravings  of  infid«.>lity,  has,  in  many 
places,  great  animation,  and  in  some  a  pathetic 
tendeniess. 

Upon  this  contemptuous  animadversion  on  the 
King  of  Prussia,  1  observed  to  Johnson,  **  It 
waul  1  seem  then.  Sir,  that  much  le>s  parts  are 
necessary  to  make  a  king,  than  to  make  an 
author ;  for  the  king  of  Prussia  is  confessedly 
the  greatest  king  now  in  Eurojw,  yet  you 
think  he  makes  a  very  poor  ngure  as  an 
author." 

yir.  Lerett  this  day  showed  me  Dr. 
Jobiuon  «  library,  which  was  contained  in  two 
gurrets  oxisr  his  chambers,  where  Liutot,  son 
of  the  celebratifd  lxK>ksi.>ller  of  that  nam<.>,  had 
foraHirly  his  warehouse.  I  found  a  number  of 
pvvl  lif/fik-s  but  very  du<ty  ami  in  great  coii- 
fu-i>in.  llie  ll'Hjr  was  strewed  with  lunnu- 
icnnt  leaveis  in  Johnsons  own  handwriting, 
wLleh  1  beheld  with  a  degree  of  veneration, 
aapp«>«inj  they  perhaps  might  contain  portions 
of  ibe  Kandiler,  or  of  Kasselns.  I  observed  an 
ipuiratus  fur  chemical  cxitcriments,  of  which 
Xihnsijn  was  all  his  life  very  fond.  The  place 
ieotiii.-fl  ti»  1h?  very  favouralih;  for  retirement 
lo-J  uittliration.  Johnson  told  me,  ihut  he 
w^tt  up  thither  without  mentioning  it  to  his 
JWTaat  when  he  wanted  to  study,  secure  from 
iai^rruptiuii;  for  he  would  not  alh)W  his  servant 
to  i^y  he  wai  not  at  home  when  he  really  wiUJ. 
•A  i^rvant's  strict  regard  for  truth,"  i«ai<l  he, 
*m-i-t  !>•;  wt.*akened  by  surh  a  ^iractice.  .'\ 
pbiio»opLer  may  know    that    it    u  merely    a 


t  WSX.  te  iOMi«r  ot-AT  with  m<;  than  it  would  bt>  «Uh  ymi.  for 
I  Mi  ^ffttf  ^  ineke$.  L^irri  C*hf«tvrHrld  «h4  rery  »licirt. 
iv  Tt«<in>»  <lid  nut  lung  turviTe  lii»  witty  frlcml,  and  died 
111777—  fn'-KKH. 

1  WiliiArn  JoMiim  Tnnple.  LL  B  .  of  Trinity  Hall.  Cam- 
kFMfv.  B'V«f)l  had  fortiKrd  an  uiliinary  w>tlittili>K-  litliMiiaii 
m\t'  I'rit*' r^il}  (ri  Cil.ikifuw.  Triii|>l«>'ii  »k«-rh  nf  (ir:.\'i< 
fltanrfrr.  adopird  both  liy  >Ia«nn  and  Jtihiintn,  lia^  ti.n'is- 
mrTw<  r  «  i-aini-  to  pi»t*Tlty.  I'rir  »(iii  i-  p.iriuul.ir>  «■!  Iiic 
fpp^r  ■  •  .(  and  wiirk-.  •!'«  .Milfura  >  *'(.ray,"  p.  111.    Hf  fli>d 

»  .i^   ^     ,■»-.■:.;.  If  fi»  b.  iwi-.ii  jity.ii-.drru..-llj  is  r.i.l  rx.ift. 


form  of  denial ;  but  few  servants  are  such  nice 
distiuguishers.  If  I  accustom  a  servant  to  tell 
a  lie  for  me^  h.ivc  I  not  reason  to  apprehend 
that  he  will  toll  many  lies  for  himself?  I  am, 
however,  satisfied  that  every  servant,  of  any 
<legree  of  intelligence,  understands  saving  his 
master  is  not  at  home,  not  at  all  as  the  aflirma- 
tion  of  a  fact,  but  as  customary  words,  in- 
timating that  his  master  wishes  not  to  be  seen; 
so  that  there  can  be  no  bad  etiect  from  it. 

Mr.  Temple ',  now  vicar  of  St.  Gluvias, 
Cornwall,  who  had  been  my  intimate  friend 
for  many  years,  had  at  this  time  chambers  in 
Farrar's  Buildings,  at  the  bottom  of  Inner 
Temple  Lane,  which  he  kindly  lent  me  upon 
my  rpiitting  mv  lorlgings,  he  being  to  return  to 
Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge.  I  fcnind  them  par- 
ticularly convenient  for  me,  as  they  were  so 
near  Dr.  Johnsoirs. 

On  Wednesday,  July  20.,  Dr.  Johnson,  ^Ir. 
Dempster,  and  my  uncle  Dr.  Boswoll,  who 
hiippened  to  bo  m)w  in  J^ondon,  su|)ped  wiih 
me  at  the.^JC  chamlier?.  Johnson.  "  Pity  is 
not  natural  to  man.  Children  arc  alwavs  cruel. 
Savages  arc  always  cruel.  Pity  is  actjuirod  ami 
improved  by  the  cultivation  of  reason.'  AVe 
may  have  uneasy  jicnsntions  from  seeing  a 
creature  in  di>tresp,  without  pity  ;  for  we  have 
not  i)ity  unless  we  wish  to  relieve  them. 
When  I  am  on  my  way  to  dine  with  a  friend, 
and  finding  it  lute,  have  bid  the  coachman 
make  haste,  if  I  happen  to  attend  when  he 
whips  his  horses,  I  may  feel  nni)lesisantly  that 
the  animals  are  put  to  ]>ain,  but  I  (To  not 
wish  him  to  desist :  no.  Sir,  I  wit>h  hliu  to  drive 
on." 

Mr.  Alexander  Donaldson,  bookseller  of 
Edinburgh,  had  for  some  time  opone<l  a  shop 
in  London,  and  sold  his  cheiip  editions  of 
the  most  popuhir  English  books,  in  <lefiance 
(if  the  supposed  common-law  right  u(  LUvrary 
Propcrtii,  Johnson,  though  lie  conciiiTed  in 
the  opinion  which  was  afterwards  sanctioned 
Ity  a  judgment  of  the  House  of  L(»rds,  thjit 
there  was  no  such  right,  was  at  ihi"*  time  very 
angry  that  tin*  booksellers  of  Loiuhui,  for 
whom  he  unitWrmly  ]»rofessed  much  regard, 
should  sufler  fnmi  an  iinasion  of  what  they 
had  ever  ctmsidered  to  he  secure ;  and  he 
was  loud  and  violent  against  Mr.  Donaldstm. 
''He  is  a  fellow  who  takes  advantage  of  tlie 
law  to  injure  his  brethren  ;  tor  noiuitliMand- 
ing  that  tlie  statute  hocnn-s  only  fourtern 
years  of  exclusive  right,  it  has  always  been 
unilerslood   bv    M/.'     trade,  that  he  wln)  buvs 


I  .mil  fh- a-^rnment  (Mj'h  a*  It  ii«)  <lr.iwn  from  it  J»  thiTi-fiT<» 
'  iiiroiH-Ui>i\i*  Pity  i<  *s  natural  to  man  an  any  otluT 
I  cninti  -nut  tlio  nilnil.     Ili>)ii)p  F.lrii);>tDn  •■liM-rvi'd  tn'ue.t.'i.it 

rtiiUlri>n  are  *aid  to  bo  crufl.  »h«n  it  wuuld  li**  inun*  Jll^t  to 
I  nav  that  f hfy  art*  igtiorant  —  ilifv  di»  nut  know  tliat  liny  «ive 
I  pain.  Nor  art-  xava^cH  rriiel  in  the  *fn»e  Iiiti*  uiu'd.  lor 
j  rroflty't  •i.iki> :  th«'y  u>(>  <tui>1  nti>:iii<  to  attain  nn  (itii«-i:t, 

br>r.'iii44>  tlipy  know'  no  ntliiT  nioili>  oi  ncrdiniili^tiinft  tlie 
I  oliji'cf.  anil  >>o  l.ir  i«  j'ity  Irom  ln'inj;  lu-quirr-d  <ii|i'ly  hy  the 
■  riilriv  ition  i>t  r<'nsiiii,  that  reason  in  nut!  i.l  tlie  cliockk  iipdii 
.  the  ]>ity  nat:ira!  tu  niaukuid.  —  Ckoklb. 
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the  copyright  of  a  book  from  the  author 
obtains  a  perpetual  property ;  and  upon  that 
belief  numberless  bargains  are  made  to  transfer 
that  property  after  the  expiration  of  the  sta- 
tutory term.  Now,  Donaldson,  I  say,  takes 
advantage  here,  of  people  who  have  really  an 
equitable  title  from  usage;  and  if  we  consider 
how  few  of  the  books,  of  which  they  buy  the 
property,  succeed  so  well  as  to  brmg  profit, 
we  should  be  of  opinion  tliat  the  term  of 
fourteen  years  is  too  short ;  it  should  be  sixtj 
years."  Dempster.  "Donaldson,  Sir,  is 
anxious  for  the  encouragement  of  literature. 
He  reduces  the  price  of  books,  so  that  poor 
students  may  buy  them."  Johkson  (lau^hm^). 
"Well,  Sir,  allowing  that  to  be  his  motive,  he 
is  no  better  than  Robin  Hood,  who  robbed  the 
rich  in  order  to  give  to  the  poor." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  great  ques- 
tion concerning  literary  property  came  to  be 
ultimately  tried  before  the  supreme  tribunal 
of  this  country,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
spirited  exertions*  of  Mr.  Donaldson,  Dr. 
Johnson  was  zealous  against  a  perpetuity ;  but 
he  thought  that  the  term  of  the  exclusive 
right  of  authors  should  be  considerably  en- 
larged. He  was  then  for  granting  a  hundred 
years. 

The  conversation  now  turned  upon  Mr. 
David  Hume's  style.  Johnson.  "  W  hy,  Sir, 
his  style  is  not  English ;  the  structure  of  his 
sentences  is  French.  Now  the  French  struc- 
ture and  the  English  structure  may,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  he  equally  good.  But  if  you 
allow  that  the  English  language  is  established, 
he  is  wrong.  My  name  miojlit  originally  have 
been  Nicholson,  as  well  as  cfohnson ;  but  were 
you  to  call  me  Nicholson  now,  you  would  call 
me  very  absurdly." 

Rousseau's  treatise  on  the  inequality  of 
mankind  *  was  at  this  time  a  fashionable  topic. 
It  gave  rise  to  an  observation  by  Mr.  Demp- 
ster, that  the  advantages  of  fortune  and  rank 
were  nothing  to  a  wise  man,  who  ought  £b 
value  only  merit.  Johnson.  "  If  man  were 
a  sav^e,  living  in  the  woods  by  himself,  this 
might  be  true ;  but  in  civilised  society  we  all 
depend  upon  each  other,  and  our  happiness  is 
very  much  owing  to  the  good  opinion  of 
mankind.  Now,  Sir,  in  civilised  society,  ex- 
ternal advantages  make  us  more  respected.  A 
man  with  a  good  coat  upon  his  back  meets 
with  a  better  reception  than  he  who  has  a  bad 
one.  Sir,  you  may  analyse  this,  and  say. 
What  is  there  in  it  r  But  that  will  avail  you 
nothing,  for  it  is  a  part  of  a  general  system. 
Pound  St.  Paul's  church  into  atoms,  and 
consider  any  single  atom;  it  is,  to  be  sure. 


>  It  savours  o(  thxt  nationality  whirh  Mr  Bonw^Il  was  to 
anxious  to  di*ciMim.  to  talk  thus  rulngistirallf  of"  the  rery 
spirited  exertions  "  of  a  piratical  bookseller.  —  Croeek. 

9  A  pTi«#»  esLiT  for  thi»  Academy  of  Dijon,  Sur  forigine 
de  r  iuigaliti  del  eonditioni,  piiltllthrd  in  1752.  _  Crokeii. 

3  See  bis  "  Quantulumanque  concerning  Monej-.  "  — 
Wbioht. 

4  Johnson  told  Dr.  Bumey,  that  Goldsmith  said,  when  he 


good  for  nothing:    but,  put  all 
together,  and  you  have  St.  Faults 
it  18  with  human  felicity,  which 
of  many  ingredients,  each  of  wi 
shown  to  be  very  insignificant. 

I  society,  personal  merit  will  not  i 
much  as  money  will.  Sic,  you  m 
experiment.     Go  into  the  street, 

!  man  a  lecture  on  morality,  an( 
shilling,  and  see  which  will  respe< 
If  you  wish  only  to  support  natui 
liam  Petty  fixes  your  allowance  at 
a  year  ^ ;  but  as  times  are  much  a 
call  it  six  pounds.  This  sum  will  fi 
shelter  you  from  the  weather,  a 
you  a  strong  lasting  coat,  suppos: 
made  of  good  bull's  hide.  Now,  Si 
this  is  artificial,  and  is  desired 
obtain  a  greater  degree  of  resp^ 
fellow  creatures.  And,  Sir,  if 
pounds  a  year  procure  a  man  ; 
(]^uence,  and  of  course,  more  ha] 
six  pounds  a  year,  the  same  pn 
hold  as  to  six  thousand,  and  so 
opulence  can  be  carried.  Perhap 
a  large  fortune  may  not  be  so 
who  has  a  small  one ;  but  that  n 
from  other  causes  than  from  hie 
large  fortune :  for,  cateris  paribu 
rich,  in  civilised  society,  must  be  1 
he  who  is  poor ;  as  riches,  if  pr 
(and  it  is  a  man's  own  fault  if  tl 
must  be  productive  of  the  highest 
Money,  to  be  sure,  of  itaelf  is  of  m 
only  use  is  to  part  with  it.  Rous 
those  who  deal  in  paradoxes,  are 
a  childish  desire  of  novelty.^  V 
boy,  I  used  always  to  choose  the  v 
a  debate  ^,  because  most  ingenioui 
is  to  say,  most  new  things,  could  1 
it.  Sir,  there  is  nothing  for  whi 
not  muster  up  more  plausible  argi 
those  which  are  urged  against  wea 
external  advantages.  Why,  n< 
stealing ;  why  should  it  be  thoQj 
When  we  consider  by  what  unj 
property  has  been  otlen  acquin 

I  what  was  unjustly  got  it  must  1 
keep,  where  is  the  harm  in  one  l 
the  property  of  another  from  bin 
Sir,  when  we  consider  the  bad  us 
people  make  of  their  property,  aa 
better  use  the  thief  may  make  of 
defended  as  a  very  allowable  pn 
Sir,  the  experience  of  mankind  hf 
stealing  to  be  so  very  bad  a  thn 
make  no  scruple  to  hang  a  man  ft 
I  was  running:  about  this  town 


first    bei^an  to  write,  be  determined  to  e 
nothing  but  what  was  isrtP ;  but  he  after* 
what  was  new  was  generally  false,  and  tram 
longer  soiicltous  about  no?'elty. — Bouunr. 
26.  1779.  — C. 

^  This  boyish  practice  appears  to  haw  I 
degree,  to  the  man.  —  CaoKUU 
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£^ow,  I  wu  a  great  argucr  for  tlic  advan- 
tages of  poverty ;  but  1  wa^  at  the  same  time, 
mj  sorry  to  lie  poor.  Sir,  all  the  arguments 
vhich  are  brougat  to  rejirescnt  i>overtv  as  no 
eril,  fhfiw  it  to  be  evidently  a  great  evil.  You 
never  find  people  labouring  to  convince  you 
that  you  may  live  very  happily  uiM>n  a  pfon- 
liful  f(>rtune.  So  you  bear  ])eople  talking  how 
biserablc  a  king  must  be;  and  yet  they  all 
visfa  to  be  in  his  place." 

It  was  !iuggeste<l,  that  kings  must  be  un- 
happy,   because    they   are    deprived  of  the 
p^atest  of  all  satistactions,  eusy  and   unre- 
Kfved  society.     Johnson.      "That  is  un  Ill- 
founded  notion.  Being  a  king  does  not  exclude 
a  man  from  such  society.     Great  kings  have 
ilways  been  social.     The  king  of  Prussia,  the 
1  only'  great   king   at  present,   is   very   social. 
\  Charles  the  Second,  the  ia^it  king  of  England 
<  vbo  wu  a  man  of  parts,  was  social ;  and  our 
I  Henrys  and  Edwards  were  all  social.** ' 
I     Mr.  Dempster  having  endeavoured  to  main- 
I  tain  that  intrinsic  merit  outrht  to  make  the  only 
I  distinction  amongst  mankind.  Johnson.  "Why, 
Sir,  mankind  have  found  that  this  cannot  be. 
'  Uoir  shall   we   determine   the   proportion   of 
I  mtrinsic  merit?     Were  that  to  be  the  only 
;  distinction  amon^t  mankind,  we  should  soon 

Juurel  about   the  degrees  of  it.    A>'ere  all 
iitinctions  abolished,  the  strongest  woulti  not 
j  long  aoc|UK5ce,  but  would  endeavour  to  obtain 
I  a  inpenority  bv  their  bodily  strength.     But, 
■  Sir,  IS  subonLnation   is   very   necessary  for 
wciety,  and  contentions  for  superioritv  very 
dugerons,  mankind,  that  is  to  say,  all  i*ivili:sed 
oatioDS,  have  settlctl  it  upon  a  plain  invariable 
principle.     A  man  is  lK)rn  to  here<litary  rank  ; 
'IT  bis  being  appnnted  to  certain  oflices  givt-s 
liini   a   certain    rank.      SulK>rdination    tends 
greatly  to  human   happines;:.      Were  we   all 
ii(*ia  an  e<]uality,  we  should  have  no  other 
erjiiyment  tnan  niere  animal  pleasure." 

I  said,  I  consider  disLineti(Ui  of  rank  to  be 
of  fo  much  importance  in  civilised  society, 
dat  if  I  were  aNked  on  the  same  day  to  dine 
*ith  the  Arst  duke  in  England,  and  with  tite 
first  man  in  Britain  for  genius,  I  should 
bwitate  which  to  prefer.  Johnson.  '*  To  be 
siirv.  Sir.  if  you  were  to  dine  only  oiwo,  and  it 
were  never  to  l>e  known  where  vou  <lined. 
Ton  wouM  eluKis*."  rather  to  dine  with  the  first 
va.u  for  genius;  but  to  gain  most  respect,  you 
ehijuld  dine  with  the  first  chike  in  Kngland. 
For  nine  |)eoiile  in  ten  that  you  me«rt  with, 
would  have  a  higher  opinion  of  you  for  having 
dined  with  a  duke;  and  the  great  genius  him- 
self woulii  receive  you  iR'tter,  because  you 
had  been  with  the  CTeat  duke.** 


I  Th^«  opinion  rrcflvnl  itrnnp  ronfinn.-ition  from  C;(>nre<> 
A«  F'urtn,  rnhnM"  natural  iiliilitios  Htrp  tiiiiinuhKHllv  viTy 
tana- (Arable,  whoic  r^iirn  wa^fmint^mly  k'l<>riniM.  -inil  'whi>M> 
prjiiim  Vfr  va-  III  a  hii|li  deprr^amuMra-ul  4i>rial  ;  luit  niti  r 
»l  iNe  dull*;*!  poopir  Ritiil  be  micihI  in  II.'  ir  own  way.  nml 
I.  «ai  pr(>l>jibly  a*  »orul  l:i  thi*  nii<-lics»  of  Kt-riilar^ 
!  at  Ct.jrle«  II.  hi  the  DucliVMut'  CU-tt- Idiul't Ckuki.u. 


2  Probably  Mr.  D»'irp»lrr.  wliotp  tlinre  in  the  prc^rdinK 
ci)n\i>rMiti'-ii  — (aiitl  it  i>,  I  ilari'  -^uy,  not  fully  rcpurtiMl  by 


biftricnil  ItoiiMi'll  i—  un-  vr-ry  likoly  tftbavi'ilU|iIpiif<'il.li>hii' 
111-  "  ir.tiiii-l  Hiiti-r"  i»  no  'duubt  thvir  cuuiitr}in.in, 

-  CUoKI  R. 


He  took  care  to  guard  himself  against  any 
possible  suspicion  that  his  settled  principles  of 
reverence  for  rank,  and  respect  for  wealth, 
were  at  all  owing  to  mean  or  interested 
motives  ;  for  he  asserted  his  own  independence 
as  a  literary  man.  "  No  man,*'  said  he,  "who 
ever  lived  by  literature,  has  lived  more  in- 
dependently than  1  have  done."  lie  said  he 
had  taken  longer  time  than  he  nee<led  to  have 
done  in  composing  his  Dictionary.  He  received 
our  compliments  uiK>n  that  great  work  with 
complacency,  and  told  us  that  the  Academy 
della  Cnutca  could  scarcely  believe  that  it  was 
done  by  one  man. 

Next  morning  1  tbund  him  alone,  and  have 
l)reserved  the  following  fragments  of  his  con-  1 
versation.  Of  a  gentleman '  who  was  men- 
tioned, he  said,  "1  have  not  met  with  any  man 
for  a  long  time  who  has  given  me  such  general 
dis|)lcasure.  He  is  totally  unfixed  in  his  prin- 
ciples, and  wants  to  puzzle  other  iHH)ple."  i 
I  said  his  ])rinciples  had  been  poisoned  by  a 
noted  infidel  writer,  but  that  he  was,  nevert  lie- 
less,  a  benevolent  good  man.  Johnson.  ''We 
can  have  no  denen<lence  upon  that  instinctive, 
that  constitutional  L^oodness,  which  is  not 
founded  ui>on  principle.  1  grant  you  that  such 
a  man  may  be  a  very  amiable  member  of 
society.  1  can  conceive  him  placed  in  such  a 
situation  that  he  is  not  mudi  tenii>ted  to  de- 
viate from  what  is  right ;  and  as  every  man 
prefers  virtue,  when  there  is  not  some  strong 
nicitenient  to  transgress  its  precepts,  I  can 
conceive  him  doing  nothing  wrong.  But  if 
such  a  man  stooil  in  need  of  money,  T  should 
not  like  to  trust  him ;  and  1  should  certainly 
not  trust  him  with  young  ladies,  for  there  there 
is  always  temptation.  Hume,  and  other  scep- 
tical inno\ators,  are  vain  men,  ami  will  gratily 
themselves  at  any  expense.  Truth  will  iwl 
afl'ord  sntlicient  food  to  their  vanity  ;  so  tl"  y 
have  betaken  tliem.selves  t«i  error.  'J'rulh, 
Sir,  is  a  eow  which  will  yield  sueh  pet)jile  no 
more  milk,  an<l  so  they  are  gone  to  milk  the 
bull.  If  I  could  have  allowed  nivsi-lf  to 
gratify  my  vanity  at  the  expense  of  truth,  what 
tame  nii;:ht  I  have  ar<iuired  !  I'"very  thing 
whieh  Hume  has  a<lvanced  against  C'hi'i>lianity 
had  passed  through  my  mind  lung  before  he 
wrote.  Alwavs  remember  this,  tliat  after  a 
system  is  well  settled  upon  ptisitivc  cvitleiiee.  a 
few  partial  objections  ought  not  to  i>hake  it. 
The  human  mind  is  so  limited,  that  it  cannot 
take  in  all  the  parts  of  a  subject,  so  that  there 
may  be  ol>jei'tit)ns  raised  against  any  thing. 
There  are  objections  against  u  plnm/ii,  and  ob- 
jections against  a  racuuin ;  yet  one  of  them 
must  certainly  be  true." 


Iliimi' 


I.  4 
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I  mentioned  Hume*s  argament  against  the  |  This  account  of  his  reading,  given  b 
belief  of  miracles,  that  it  is  more  probable  '  self  in  plain  words,  sufficiently  confirm 
that  the  witnesses  to  the  truth  of  tnem  are  I  have  already  advanced  upon  the  di 
mistaken,  or  si)eak  falsely,  than  that  the  mi-  '  question  as  to  his  application.  It  rec 
racles  should  oe  true.  Johnson.  "  Why,  any  seeming  inconsistency  in  his  way  of  1 
Sir,  the  great  difficulty  of  proving  miracles  upon  it  at  different  times ;  and  show 
should  moke  us  very  cautious  in  believing  idleness  and  reading  hard  were  wit 
them.  But  let  us  consider ;  although  God  has  relative  terms,  the  import  of  which,  as  u 
made  Nature  to  operate  by  certain  fixed  laws,  him,  must  be  gathered  from  a  couiparisc 
yet  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  think  that  he  may  what  scholars  of  different  degrees  of 
suspend  those  laws,  in  order  to  establish  a  and  assiduity  have  been  known  to  do.  I 
system  highly  advantageous  to  mankin<l.  Now  ,  it  be  remembered,  that  he  was  now  1 
the  Christian  religion  is  a  most  beneficial  spontaneously,  ond  expressing  his  g 
system,  as  it  gives  us  light  and  certainty  where  '  sentiments ;  whereas  at  other  times  he 
we  were  before  in  darkness  and  <loubt.  The  ,  be  induced,  from  his  spii'it  of  contradict 
miracles  which  prove  it  are  attested  by  men  '  more  properly  from  his  love  of  argumei 
who  had  no  interest  in  deceiving  us  ;  but  who,  \  contest,  to  speak  Hn;htly  of  his  own  appl 
on  the  contrary,  were  told  that  thev  sliouhl  to  study.  It  is  pleasing  to  consider  i\ 
suffer  persecution,  and  did  actually  lay  down  '  old  gentleman's  gloomy  prophecy  as 
their  lives  in  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  tlie  |  irksoniene:<s  of  books  to  men  of  an  ad' 
facts  which  they  asserted.  Indeed,  for  some  i  agi?,  which  is  too  oflen  fulfilled,  waa 
centuries  the  heathens  did  not  pretend  to  deny  !  fvonx  being  verified  in  Johnson,  that  iis 
the  miraicles ;  but  said  they  were  performed  by  i  for  literature  never  failed,  an(l  his  last  w 
the  aid  of  evil  spirits.  This  is  a  circumstance  |  had  more  ease  and  vivacity  than  any 
of  great  weight.  Then,  Sir,  when  we  take  the  earlier  productions, 
proofs  derived  from  prophecies  which  have  '  He  mentioned  it  to  me  now,  for  tl 
teen  so  exactly  fulfilled,  we  have  most  satisfac-  |  time,  that  he  had  been  distressed  by 
tory  evidence.  Supposing  a  miracle  possible,  ]  choly,  and  for  that  reason  had  been  obli 
as  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  there  can  be  no  .  fly  ^•om  study  and  meditation,  to  tlu 
doubt,  we  have  as  strong  evidence  for  the  !  pating  variety  of  life.  Against  meland 
miracles  in  support  of  Christianity  as  the  |  recommended  constant  occupation  of 
nature  of  the  thing  admits.*'  a  great  deal  of  exercise,  moderation  in 

At  night,  Mr.  Johnson  and  I  supped  in  a  and  drinking,  and  es}>ecially  to  shun  di 
private  room  at  the  Turk's  Head  coffee-house,  |  at  night.  He  s:iid  melancholy  peopli 
m  the  Strand.'  "I  enirourage  this  house,"  j  apt  to  fly  to  intemperance  for  relief,  m 
said  he,  *'  for  the  mistress  of  it  is  a  good  civil  it  sunk  them  much  deeper  in  miseri 
woman,  and  has  not  much  business."  observed,  that  labouring  men,  who  won 

"  Sir,  1  love  the  acquaintance  of  young  i  and  live  sparingly,  are  seldom  or 
people ;  because,  in  the  first  place,  I  don't  like  i  troubled  witii  low  spirits, 
to  think  myself  growing  old.  In  the  next  I  He  again  insisted  on  the  duty  of  mMn 
place,  young  acquaint iinces  must  last  longest,  subordination  of  rank.  "  Sir,  I  would  n 
if  they  do  last ;  and  then,  Sir,  young  men  have  I  deprive  a  nobleman  of  his  respect,  than 
more  virtue  than  old  men ;  they  have  more  |  money.  I  consider  myself  as  acting  a  ] 
generous  sentiments  in  every  respect.  I  love  j  the  great  system  of  society,  and  I  do  to 
the  young  dogs  of  this  age ;  they  have  more  .  as  I  would  have  them  to  do  to  me.  I 
wit  and  humour  and  knowledge  of  life  than  I  behave  to  a  nobleman  as  1  should  exp 
we  had* ;  but  then  the  dogs  are  not  so  good  .  would  behave  to  me,  were  I  a  nobleman 
scholars.  Sir,  in  my  early  years  I  read  very  :  Sam.  Johnson.  Sir,  there  is  one  IMrs.  Mao 
hard.  It  is  a  sad  reflection,  but  a  true  one,  '  in  tills  town,  a  great  republican.  Oi 
that  I  knew  almost  as  much  at  eighteen  as  I  |  when  I  was  at  her  house,  I  put  on  a  ver 
do  now.'  My  judgment^  to  be  sure,  was  not  countenance,  and  said  to  her,  *  Madan 
so  good;  but  I  had  all  the  facts.  I  remember  '  now  become  a  convert  to  your  way  of  th 
very  well,  when  I  was  at  Oxford,  an  old  ,  I  am  convinced  that  all  mankind  are  XL 
gentleman  said  to  me,  *  Young  man,  ply  your  ecpial  footing ;  and  to  give  you  an  unqii 
book  diligently  now,  and  aiiquire  a  stock  of  able  proof,  Madam,  that  I  am  in  eamci 
knowle<lge ;  for  when  years  come  unto  you,  '  is  a  very  sensible,  civil,  well-behaved 
you  will  find  that  poring  upon  books  will  be  |  citizen,  your  footman;  I  desire  that  he: 
but  an  irksome  task.*  '*  allowed  to  sit  down  and  dine  with  us.* 


'  A  coffee-house  over  asr.Mnst  CathorJne  StrfK,  in  the  that  of  eighteen  ;  n»  he  tnlj  !kIr.Langton,  whofn 
Strand,  reeently  rebuilt  and  called  •  Wright's  Hotel."—  :  information  — Mai.o>e.  llr>  went  to  Oxford  in  hlta 
P.  CrMN'NoiMM.  I  year,  and  produci-d.  I»  he  had  not  previously  madflb  I 

•  Th**  jmtireofthisaMertionmar  beqnp»t!oned.  Johnson  ution  of  the  Metiiah  b<«fore  he  had  Iteun  there  ^ 
was  comn.iring  men  of  snr'i  a  rank  a'-d  station  m  hp  now  ,  month*  —  Crokkr. 

niHt.  witn   Ihp  ntrrow,  pr<»\incial.  and   inft-rinr  suciet)*  In         *  This  "  on/- Mrs.  Maraulay"  was  the  tame  penal 
which  hit  own  >oiirh  was  siwiit.—  Choker.  aHerwardt  made  hrrt  -If  to  much  known  at  "lb«« 

>  Hit  great  period  of  ttudy  was  from  the  age  of  twelve  to  '  female  historiaa."  —  Boswell.    Seo  ante,  p  7S.  a. 


u 
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Sir,  showed  her  the  ahsurdity  of  the  levelling  Iligblaiul  chieftain.  I  mentioned  that  Sir 
doctrine.  She  has  never  liked  nie  nvivv.  Sir,  James  had  said  to  me,  that  he  had  never  seen 
TOUT  levellers  wish   to   level  down  am  far  as  i  l^fr.  Johnson,  but  he  hud  a  great  resjiect  for 


themselves  ;  but  they  cannot  bear  levelling  up 
to  themselves.  They  would  all  have  some 
pcrjplc  iin<ler  them ;  why  not  then  have  some 
people  al>ove  them  ?  *'  I  mentioned  a  certain 
author  who  disgustcil  me  by  bis  forwnnlness,  i 
and  bj  showing  no  deference  to  noblemen  into 
whoM?  company  he  was  admitted.  rFoiiNsoN. 
**  Suppose  a  Mioemakcr  shouKi  claim  an 
equality  with  him,  as  he  docs  with  a  lord :  how 
be  would  stare !  "  Why,  Sir,  do  yon  stare  ? 
(says  the  shoemaker,)  I  do  great  service 
to  society.  'Tis  true,  I  am  paid  for  doing 
h :  but  M)  are  you.  Sir :  and,  I  am  sorry  to 
9^r  it,  better  paid  than  I  am,  for  doing 
tomething  not  so  necessary.  For  mankinil 
could  do  better  without  your  books,  than 
without  my  shoes.*  Thus,  Sir,  there  wouhl 
lie  a  perpetual  strugsle  for  T)receden<'e,  w«'re 
there  no  fixed  invariable  rules  for  the  tlis- 
tin>.-tion  of  rank,  which  creates  no  jealousy,  as 
it  is  allowed  to  be  accidental." 

He  saiil.  Dr.  Jowph  War  ton  was  a  very 
A2reeable  man,  and  his  "  Kssay  on  the  Genius 
and  Writings  of  Ptipe"  a  very  pleading  lKK>k. 
I  woniercd  that  he  tlelayed  so  long  to  give  us 
the  continuation  of  it.  Johnson.  "Why, 
Sir,  I  suppose  he  finds  himself  a  little  disap- 
pointetl.  m  not  having  beim  able  to  ])ersua«le 
the  ^orld  to  be  of  his  opinion  as  to  Po]k\** 
We  hare  now  been  favoureil  with  the  con- 


him,  though  at  the  same  time  it  was  mixed 
with  some  degree  of  tern)r.  Johnsox.  "  Sir, 
it'  he  were  to  be  acquainteil  with  me,  it  might 
lesson  both." 

The  mention  of  this  gentlemnn  led  us  to 
talk  of  the  Western  Islands  of  Scotland,  to 
visit  which  he  expressed  a  wish,  that  then  np- 
jicured  to  me  a  very  romantic  fancy,  which  I 
little  thought  would  be  afterwards  rcalist»d. 
He  told  mc,  that  his  father  had  put  Martin's 
account  of  those  islands  into  his  hands  when 
he  was  ver^'  young,  and  that  he  wa.s  highlv 
l)leased  wirfi  it :  that  he  was  particularly  struck 
with  the  St.  Ivilda  man's  notion  that  the  high 
churi-h  of  (jla^uow  had  been  hollowed  out  of 
a  rock'';  a  ^•i^'•UMl^itance  to  which  old  Mr 
Johnson  had  directed  his  attention.  He  said, 
he  would  go  to  the  Hebrides  with  mc,  when  I 
returned  from  my  travels,  unless  some  veiy 
gooil  companion  should  ofli-r  when  I  was 
absent,  whi<h  he  did  not  think  probable; 
mlding,  ''There  are  lew  people  to  whom  I  take 
so  niut'li  as  to  vou."  And  when  I  talked  of 
my  leaving  Kugland,  he  said  with  a  verv  af- 
fectionate air,  "My  dear  Hoswell.  I  should  be 
very  unhappy  at  ])aiting,  did  1  think  we  were 
not  to  meet  again."  —  I  cannot  too  often  remind 
njy  readers,  that  although  such  instances  <»f 
his  kindness  arc  dcmbtless  veiy  flatlerinn^  to 
me,  vet  1  hope  my  recordhig  them  will  be 


■  eluding  volume,  in  which,  to  use  a  parlia-  ascribe<l  to  a  better  motive  than  to  vanity; 
'  mentorr  expressi<m,  lie  has  explained^  so  \\»  not  for  they  niford  uncjuestionablc  evidence  of  liis 
i  to  appear  quite  tfo  adverse  to  the  opinion  of  tenderness  and  complacency,  which  some,  while 
'.  the  worM,  concerning  Poj»e,  as  was  at  fii'st  they  were  forced  to  acknowledge  his  great 
I  thought ;  and  we  inui^t  all  agree,  that  his  w«»rk  j>owers,  have  been  so  strenuous  to  deny. 
i«  amoat  valu.iblc  accession  to  English  litcra-         He  maintained,  that  a  boy  at  selmol  was  the 

happiest  of  human  beings.  1  suj)porte<l  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  from  which  I  have  never  yet 
variiMl,  that  a  man  is  happier:  and  I  enlarged 
upon  the  anxiety  and  sullerings  which  are 
endured  at  school.  Johnson.  "  Ah  I  Sir,  a 
boy's  being  flogged  is  n(»t  so  severe  as  a  nnni's 
havini!  the  hiss  of  the  world  against  him.  uMen 
have  a  solieitude  about  fame;  and  the  greater 
share  tiiey  have  of  it,  the  more  afraitl  they  are 
of  losing  it."  1  silently  asked  myself,  **  Is  it 
j)o><ible  that  the  great  Samtel  Johnson  really 
entiM'tains  any  such  a])prehension,  and  is  not 
confident  tliaf  his  exalted  tame  is  cstabli>he<l 
upon  a  foundation  never  to  be  shaken  ?  " 

He  this   evening  <lrank  a   bunij)cr    to   Sir 
David   Dalrymple,   "as   a    man   c>f    worih,    a 


turo. 

A  writer  of  deserved  eminence  *  being  mcn- 
tione«l,  .Johnson  said,  "  Why,  Sir.  he  is  a  man 
iif  g'ifwl  ]iarts,  but  bein-j  oriirinally  poor,  he 
bu  2ot  a  love  of  mean  company,  and  low 
j'iiuUrity :  a  verv  bad  thing,  Sir.  To  laugli 
i»  ^'t'A,  an  to  talk  is  goixl.  But  you  ouglit 
Biiiiiure  to  think  it  enough  if  you  laugh,  tiian 
yu  are  to  think  it  enonjjjli  if  you  talk.  You 
cay  laugh  in  as  many  ways  as  you  talk:  and 
'ur.Iy  tvi^ry  way  of  talking  that  is  j)ractiscd 
caJiHot  be  esteemed." 

I  «poke  of  Sir  James  Macdonahl'  as  a 
ynar.g  man  of  most  distingiiished  merit,  who 
U''!r",*i  th«'  highest  reputfiti(m  at  Kton  and 
Uzfijrd,  with  the  patriarchal  spirit  of  a  great 


If   •  TKrf  ^a€y  to  '.n  who  w.-i«  h'Tn  in»'»iit.     Murpliy,  who  ' 
«■  UjTi   piffir,  «,!«  liinvti/iiishni  fur  c-linitiiri>  of  iiiannfr.< 
md  re>nT^^4:i'>ri ;   .-i:i>i  Ki«'ldiiig.  nl.u  coiild   i-iit   li.ivi!  bmi 

2C-,  «rf'  94  aim-  111  iTfkl,  wii«  tiorii  t(i  hft'.i-r  i>r<i«|K>rt». 
.-jff.i  I:*  k-l'(  !•''>  i'i>'>i;i.i|]v:  Aud  \\a'\  it  hi-fii  Ctildiiiitli. 
^Ns^!]  vrii.iil  ptiih  ilily  t.av(>  h.id  no  jicnipl«^  In  n.nnini!  hmi. 
■-'' .  I<l  •.  r*>f  ni-i^i|iiMt.irinx  in*  iitim  uf  th<>  n.iii)«>  of  JttM-fA 
Wtrt.m.  a:>J  lhf>  dilution  to  "a  fun  \nv<\  (or  low  rMnipnni." 
*!^  «^ -rh  iir  ha*  \yvn  iitV-n  rc>prii.clif>tl  (tlioii,;h  Dr.  Mant 
■rtu.tj>>i''t  ).rri',iti>i«U!(pii:iikn  t>r.t  Ar  i«  ;)M'i><'ri«m  iiic;-.nr. 
TW  iiturleriT  Ki-rii'W  I  lK;il )  $ii^-.'.'»ts  SiihilUtt ;  «lio  lud 
hft  Loodon  (or  Ibilv  i\nt   inuiiUt  tH'forc  tins  Cfmtcra.itidn 


i)riMir«,  anil  miplit  naturally  V*'  t.i!k«'il  of;  hut.  on  tl.o  «lio 
I  Ih  lifvi'  Warlon  w.is  ir.rant  -     ClioKMi. 

-  A  youni;  baront-t  of  pri  .«t  t>^()nlI^e.  w)i<-m  Mr.  ni<kw< 
ralli'd  thi-  Marcvllii*  of  Scotland,  tin  I  whom  tlir  r.-n.-ism' 
totiuionv  of  lii-i  riinti'miMirari.  ■<  priivi'>  to  hi»<'»H'i-n  a  »•' 
pxtraordliiary  >rtnn;.'  mm  ( Mr«  ('.irii'i'- I.«  t;iT».  \'-l 
p.  W.ftA  lli-'iliod  at  Honi-.-  in  MCA.  Sm- ;i  ■.5/.  .'«th  Sipt.  I": 
llf  w  .*  thi-  t\x.WT  hrutli'T  of  Sir  Alfxandi-r.  «r«-at«'l  I.n 
Ma(-d-->nald.  ami  of  li)i>  l-if-  IMn-f  Ilaroii  —  ('RivkKi;.  ikis. 

3  Addiwui.  Ill  th,-  Spc.  tai.ir.  No  .VI.  in.iki*  thi*  I- di 
kins  <iip]>i>si'  that  St.  I'aui'i  was  carvid  out  of  a  rock. 
Choklr. 
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BolidUrt  and  «  wit,"  **  I  have,"  snid  hp,  "never 
heard  of  him,  except  from  you ;  Iml  let  bim 
know  my  opinion  oV  liuii  :  fotv  as  he  iloea  not 
show  himself  much  in  the  world,  he  should 
have  the  praise  of  the  ft;w  who  hear  of  him." 


CHAPTER  XVn. 
1763. 

TaW«-  Talk.  -^  InjUtfiCf  <tf  th(    \fttxthtr.  —  Swift, 

—  ^TkiHUtton..  —  Burke.  —  Sfti'riftatL.  —  Eviileitc€$ 
of  Chrniianity.  —  Dcrric/t.  —  Da^i  at  Gtttnwhh^ 

—  Thit  MtthotihtM.  —  JiihnMOTtf  **  «'»/*.  "^  Cm- 
vticatioA,  —  Btackhck.  —  JttkuMttn  accumpttmeg 
Botwtll  to  Harwich.  —  Tiut  Journry,  —  •'  Good 
iCutiMp."  —  **  Abstint»ce  and  Tefftperance,*'  — 
Jfthnton't  fapoMritt  Di»he$,  —  Bixhop  BerMty 
"  rtfuted.''  —  Burke.  ^  BotttrllsaiU  for  HoUand. 

Chr  Tuesday,  July  26.,  I  found  Mr.  Johnson 
alone.  It  wm  a  \ery  wet  day,  and  1  again 
complained  of  the  disagreeable  ctFects  of  such 
wL'ttthtT.  Johnson.  '*  Sir,  this  is  all  imagiua- 
iion,  which  physicians  encoun^e ;  for  man 
lives  in  air,  as  a  fish  lives  in  water  ;  so  that,  if 
the  utmosphere  press  heavy  from  above»  there 
is  an  eipial  resistance  from  billow.  To  be  sure, 
ba<i  weather  is  hard  ujxjn  people  who  are 
obliged  to  be  abroad  ;  and  men  cannot  labour 
so  well  in  the  open  uir  in  bad  weather^  ils  in 
gooil ;  but.  Sir,  a  smith  or  tnUor,  whose  work 
iii  within  doors,  will  surely  do  us  much  in  rainy 
weal  her  as  in  fair.  Some  very  delicate  frames 
indeed  may  be  atrected  by  wet  weather;  but 
nut  common  constitutions.* 

We  talked  of  the  e<lucaiJon  of  chUdren ; 
autl  I  askei]  him  what  he  thought  was  best  to 
luach  them  fir»t.  Johnson.  '*  Sir^  it  h  no 
nuitter  what  you  teach  them  first,  any  more 
than  what  leg  you  shall  put  into  your  breeches 
fir^it.  Sir,  you  may  i»tand  di^putin^  which  in 
best  lo  put  HI  first,  but  in  Uie  mean  time  your 
bri'ech  in  bju"e.  Sir,  while  you  are  considering 
which  of  two  thin;^!;  you  should  teach  your 
child  first,  another  boy  has  learnt  theai  bi)tlu" 

On  Thursday*  July  *2S,,  we  njfuin  sopjied  in 

Srivnte  at  the  Turk's*  Head  coflee-house. 
OMK^N.  **  Switl  liJis  a  hijiher  reputation 
than  he  deserves.  His  excellenee  k  strong 
sense,  for  his  humour,  though  very  well,  is 
not  reinurkably  good.    I  doubt  whether  the 


qivrn  bf  him  mori*  u  Utft*  at  a  tnhit^. 
.  \ug.  16.  1773.  — DniUrrll.     How  could 

■  i^iri  ...I.  iiu-  iiKii-^.  nf  ihr^  T■^u^  .,r.i 


<wirrt  own  lukMowl'ilginfin  *>r  it,  Iri 
I'Mjkt,   lliv  priuler,  Jautr  au.    171U.  — 


'  Tale  of  a  Tub '  be  his  ;  for  he  nevq 
and  it  is  much  above  his  usual  ni 

*•*  Thomson,  I  think,  had  as  muclf 
about  him  as  most  writers,  Ev 
peared  to  him  through  the  mej 
favourite  pursuit.  He  could  not  1 
those  two  candles  burning  but 
eye," 

*'  Has  not *  a  ^reat  deal  ol 

Johnson.  "  I  do  not  think  so,  S 
iudeed,  continually  attempting  w 
fijils.  And  I  have  no  more  plensun 
a  man  attempting  wit  and  failii 
seeinjj:  a  man  trying  to  leap  over  i 
tumbling  into  it." 

He  laughed  heartily  when  I  mi 
him  a  saying  of  his  concerning  ] 
Sheridan,  which  Foote  took  a  wick 
to  circulate.  *'\Miy,  Sir,  Shei 
imturuUy  dull ;  but  it  mu&t  have 
great  deal  of  pains  to  become  w\ 
see  him.  Sneh  an  exce'^s  of  stiipi 
not  in  Nature."  —  *'  So,"  said  he, 
him  all  his  own  merit." 

He  now  addetl,  "  Sheridan  canH 
I  brin«r  hi^  declamation  to  a  point. 
a  plain  question,  *\Vhat  ilo  yoi 
teach?**  Besides,  Sir,  what  iul 
Mr.  Sheridan  have  upon  the  langt 
p-cat  country,  by  his  nan\iw  exert 
It  is  burning  a  farthing  candle  I 
show  light  at  Calais." 

Talkinjr  of  a  young  man  *  who 
from  tliinkioff  that  he  was  verv 
learning  and  Knf»wlc<!ge,  he  said,  •■' 
no  reason  to  complain  who  holds  n  t 
and  hiw  many  below  him ;  and  per! 
not  six  of  hi*  years  above  him ;  — 
one.  Though  he  may  not  know  an 
fectly,  the  jreneral  masss  of  know  I 
has  acquired  is  considerable.  Ttm€ 
him  all  that  is  wantin«?." 

The  conversation  then  look  a  p 
turn.    JotiN»ON.    "  Human  cxperi 
is  constantly  contradictinjj  tlieory 
test  of  truth.     A  system  built  upi 
coveries  of  a  great  many  minds,  i 
more  strength  than  what  is  prod 
mere  workings   of   any  one    mind 
itself,  can  do  little.     There  is  nol 
book  ID  the  world  that  would  no< 
tli*:iou»  effort  were  it  wrought  out 
a  single  mind,  without  the  aid  of  |; 
gators.      The  French  writers  ana 
because  ihey  are  not  8chohu*s,  sma 
up<m  the  mere   power  of  their 
and  we  see  how  very  little  power  i 


«  Thf-fe  \t  n«»  Af>Hbi  llmt  Oil*  tilvik  muil  tM 
tiKme  fit  Mr.  Uitrke.  S^r  jckW.  Aug.  |.V.  «ni 
iiiiil  A|>rl||  'i'l.  ITTs   —  rMnkni. 

*  Hi-  riHi.  u  for 

MUilarllon  ,     anm 

Johntdll   Jlliit     Miirlil 

Shi^rUta-n  tm  Iht"  mbjfct  v 
<  No  doubi  HutwiiU   lii- 
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**  As  to  the  Christian  religion,  Sir,  besides 
e  strong  evidence  which  we  have  for  it,  there 
a  balance  in  its  faTOur  from  the  number  of 
eat  men  who  have  been  convinced  of  its  truth, 
ter  a  serious  consideration  of  the  question. 
rotius  was  an  acute  man,  a  lawyer,  a  man  ac- 
;stomed  to  examine  evidence,  and  he  was 
aTinced.  Grotius  was  not  a  recluse,  but  a 
an  of  the  world,  who  certainly  bad  no  bias 

the  side  of  religion.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  set 
It  an  infidel,  and  came  to  be  a  very  firm 
dierer.*** 

He  this  evening  again  recommended  to  me  to 
erambulate  Snain?  I  said  it  would  amuse 
im  to  get  a  letter  from  me  dated  at  Sala- 
JoHHSO.^.  "  1  love  the  university  of 
ica ;  for  when  the  Spaniards  were  in 
kmbt  as  to  the  lawfulness  of  their  conquering 
booica,  the  university  of  Salamanca  gave  it 
a  their  opinion  that  it  was  not  lawful."  He 
ipoke  this  with  great  emotion,  and  with  that 
eeaertnis  warmth  which  dictated  the  lines  in 
b  **  London,**  against  Spanish  encroachment.^ 

lexpre^ed  my  opinion  of  my  friend  Derrick 
■  but  a  poor  writer.  Johnson.  "  To  be 
nre,  Sir,  he  is  :  but  you  are  to  consider  that 
kit  bong  a  literary  man  has  got  for  him  all 
that  be  has.  It  has  made  him  Kin£:  of  Bath, 
fir,  he  has  nothing  to  say  for  himseli*  but  that 
ke  is  a  writer.  Had  he  not  been  a  writer,  he 
Uft  have  been  sweeping  the  crossings  in  the 
itreets,  and  asking  halfpence  from  everybody 
tbtpasKd.** 

In  jittdoe,  however,  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Derrick,  who  was  my  first  tutor  in  the  ways  of 
London,  and  showed  me  the  town  in  all  its 
iricty  of  departments,  both  literary  and 
portire,  the  particulars  of  which  Dr.  Johnson 
iirised  me  to  put  in  writing,  it  is  proper  to 
lention  what  Johnson,  at  a  subsequent  period 
i7tk  August,  1773],  said  of  him,  both  as  a 
Titer  and  an  editor  :  "  Sir,  I  have  often  said, 
uu  if  Derrick's  letters  had  been  written  by 
K  of  a  more  established  name,  they  would  have 
KB  thought  very  pretty  letters."  And  [22(1 
epiemb&r^  1773],  "I  sent  Derrick  to  Dry- 
»*8  relations  to  gather  materials  for  his  life  ; 
id  I  believe  he  got  all  that  I  myself  should 
ixe  got." 

Poor  Derrick !  I  remember  him  with  kind- 
m.  Yet  I  cannot  withhold  from  my  readers 
pleasant  humorous  sully  which  could  not 
ife  hurt  him  had  he  been  alive,  and  now  is 


WWre.  Bithnp  Elrinjrton  axked.  did  Johnson  Icarn 
iV  U  U  true  that  Dr.  Ilorsltiy  dfrlincHl  publi«hinj;  >(>m«> 
■n  oo  rrli|ciou»  tiiltjects  whirh  Newton  left  lM>liind  him 
^mm  have  sii«pec-te«l  Ih^t  Ihcj  were  tilnted  with  IJiii- 
tal^  :  "then  (^irotMbly  from  a  consideration  of  his 
AoB  Che  RereUfioiu)  ttelieved  thnt  they  were  in  a  strain 
MUh  iiiii  Dot  (in  the  opinion  of  hit  friends)  worthr  offto 
SaiKOta*  ;  ant  the  rerent  publiration  of  hi*  two  letterx 
bacha.  in  a  »tyle  of  inf.«ntine  limplicitr  (See  Lord  King's 
•■f  Locke).  Ktve«  additional  colour  to  thl»  latter  opinion  ; 
;AvJohn«on*«  a«i«rtion  that  he  Met  out  an  infldel.  there 
Mrs  ao  aiithority.  and  all  the  inferences  are  the  other 
pu^CaoKKA. 

I  Mlf  iatended  to  have  followed  advice  of  <ticl)  vrei(rht  ; 
■Uid  much  lunger  both  in  Germany  and  Italy 


perfectly  harmless.  In  his  collection  of  poems, 
there  is  one  upon  entering  the  harbour  of 
Dublin,  his  native  city,  after  a  long  absence.  It 
begins  thus :  — 

*'  Eblana  !  much  loved  city,  hai* ! 
Where  first  I  saw  the  light  of  day." 

And  after  a  solemn  reflection  on  his  being 
"  numbered  with  forgotten  dead,"  there  is  the 
following  stanza : 

•*  Unless  my  lines  protract  my  fame, 

And  those  who  chance  to  read  them,  cry, 
I  knew  him  !     Derrick  was  his  name, 
In  yonder  tomb  his  ashes  lie  ;  **  — 

which  was  thus  happily  parodied  by  Mr.  John 
Home,  to  whom  we  owe  the  beautiful  and 
pathetic  tragedy  of  "  Douglas  : " 

*♦  Unless  my  deetlx  protract  my  fame, 
And  he  who  pastes  sacUy  singa^ 
I  knew  him  I  Derrick  was  his  name. 
On  yonder  tree  hit  carcase  swings  !  " 

I  doubt  much  whether  the  amiable  and 
ingenious  author  of  these  burlesque  lines  will 
recollect  them ;  for  they  were  produced  ex- 
tempore one  evening  while  he  and  I  were 
walking  toojether  in  the  dining-room  at  Eg- 
lingtoune  Castle,  in  1760,  and  I  have  never 
mentioned  them  to  him  since. 

Johnson  said  once  to  me,  '*  Sir,  I  honour 
Derrick  for  his  presence  of  mind.  One  night, 
when  Floyd*,  another  poor  author,  was  wander- 
ing about  the  streets  in  the  night,  he  found 
Derrick  fast  asleep  upon  a  bulk  :  upon  being 
suddenly  waked,  Derrick  started  up,  *  My  dear 
Floyd,  I  am  sorry  to  see  you  in  this  destitute 
state  :  will  you  go  home  with  me  to  my  lodg- 
ingsr'\' 

I  again  begged  his  advice  as  to  my  method 
of  study  at  Utrecht.  "Come,"  said  he,  "let 
us  make  a  day  of  it.  Let  us  go  down  to 
Greenwich  and  dine,  and  talk  of  it  there.'* 
The  following  Saturday  was  fixed  for  this 
excursion. 

As  we  walked  along  the  Strand  to-night, 
arm  in  arm,  a  woman  of  the  town  accosted  us, 
in  the  usual  enticing  manner.  "  No,  no,  my 
giri,"  said  Johnson,  "  it  won't  do."  He,  how- 
ever, did  not  treat  her  with  hari-ihness ;  and  we 
talked  of  the  wretched  life  of  such  women, 
and  agreed,  that  much  more  misery  th.an  hap- 
piness, upon  the  whole,  is  produced  by  illicit 
commerce  between  the  sexes. 


than  I  proposed  to  do,  and  haring  also  Tisited  Corsica.  I 
found  that  I  had  exceetled  the  time  allowed  me  br  my  father, 
and  hn»lened  to  France  in  my  way  homewards  — tlo^wiLL. 

'      "  lias  Heaven  reserved,  in  pity  to  the  poor. 
No  pathless  waste,  or  undiscover'd  shore  ? 
No  itHTet  island  in  the  boundless  main  ? 
No  peaceful  desert  yet  unclaim'd  by  Spain  ?" 

—  Croker. 

*  Thomas  Floyd  published.  In  1760,  "  Bibliothcca  Bio- 
f;raiihica  ;  a  Synopsis  of  Universal  Biography,"  in  three 
volumes,  Mvn Bohwfll. 

*  No  great  presence  of  mind  ;  for  Floyd  would  have 
naturally  accepltxl  such  a  proposal,  and  then  Derrick  would 
have  been  doubly  exposed Crokek. 
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On  Suturdar,  July  30.,  Dr.  Johnson  nnd  I 
took  a  siMilItT  «t  thv.  T«*nipli.'-*t.alriH  and  set  otit 
for  Greenwich.  I  a^^kcd  him  if  he  reaUv  tJiought 
ft  knowlc»l;-re  of  tho  (»n?ek  and  Lalin  litngUiigos 
ati  08:»enLlxiI  reqiiiniti.'  Ut  h  jfood  eilucatioa, 
JoHKSox.  ^'Mosi:.  ci»i-tftlnly,  Sir;  for  those 
who  know  lh*Mii  have  u  vt»rv  prrt^nt  advantajxe 
over  thiisp  wbti  do  not.  Nays  i^ir,  it  i*  u'on- 
dert'id  what  a  dirtereiice  leaminf;  makes  iii>on 
people  even  In  the  common  intercourse  of  life, 
whioh  does  not  npriear  to  he  niu<*li  connected 
with  it.  '*  And  yet,  *  said  I,  **  people  go  through 
tht!  world  very  well,  and  curry  on  the  buj*IntM 
of  lif«  lr>  gtjod  ftdv)i,nta;;e,  without  learning." 
JoHNSow.  **VVliv,  Sir,  that  may  Vjc  true  In 
cases  where  kniraing  cinuiot  possihly  bo  of  uny 
use;  fnr  iTistun*'et  iIiIh  hoy  rows  us  as  well 
without  lenrntn^  as  if  he  coithl  hti^i*  the  song 
of  Orphoui  to  the  AriXonaiitf,  who  were  the 
first  sailors,"  He  ihen  called  to  the  boy, 
**  What  would  you  fiive,  mv  lad,  to  know  about 
the  Areonaiits  ?'*  **8ir,**  said  the  boy,  "I 
would  give  what  I  have."  Johnson  was  mueh 
plesksed  with  his  answer,  and  we  |;;uve  hlui  a 
dotd>le  fare.  Dr.  Johnson  then  turning;  to  me, 
**Str,"  suid  he,  ''^a  do^ini  of  knowled^re  is  the 
mdund  feeling  of  mankind  ;  inj<l  ^evtuy  human 
b«in^,  whose  miml  is  not  debauched,  will  be 
williujsj  to}»ive  idl  that  he  luis,  to«:ot  knowledrre/' ' 

We  landed  at  the  Old  Swan*,  and  walked 
to  BIU(n;,<w;.''ate,  whiiiv  we  took  oars  and  moved 
smootldy  along  the  silver  Thames.  It  was  a 
very  Hnediiy.  AVe  were  entertained  with  the 
immense  number  and  variety  of  shijis  that 
were  lying  at  anchor,  and  with  the  beautiful 
country  on  each  side  of  the  Hvcr. 

I  t^ed  of  pr«ttchiit»r.  and  of  the  prcat 
success  whieh  those  called  methodists*  have. 
JotrxsoN.  "  Sir,  it  if?  owiurt  to  their  expressing 
themselves  in  a  plain  and  fauiUiar   manner, 


*  No  doubt  ltvi*re  U  A  hungtr  anil  iMrtt  nf  tbf  mind  at 
wdl  at  (>rthr<  bndy  ;  mal-k.  tUe  kntctle^tUAl  vqracltjr  of  chU> 
Atfft.  —  CnuitiR.  fWfi. 

'  Tli«  orrcti.rn  of  a   n«'w    L'*rMl'»Ti  nriil^i*  mAf  fender  It 

KUil  >*Uh  i|ii<i'li  Tilr  drtinjrrou*.   lit  ti<»*»  tlirnUKh,  or  *A<w»f, 
I  .Ul   br^ilK^*'    I')  Uir*  liittpr   e^uip,  priirirni 


-nt  tit  tt»i'l» 
dlil  i  liut  v 

t  .   tl.'f   V     ,         "  ^, 

'  i<Hti\l  wU4i  tH»rbUtnr)r  nf  rHifttnn.  (the 
n\f,  that   roinir«»M-n  llf   liunvu.  miiHl,] 


which  ij*  the  only  w»y  lo  dy  good  lo  the  ci 
I  mon   |»e*iplc^   luid  winch   elcrjiymen   r*f  jf«i 
I  and  leariuM";  ought  to  do  from  a  i 
'  dutVii  when  it  is  stiiled  to  their  cui  i 

a  pnicfice,   for  which  th«ey  will   Lr  I 

men  of  sense.     To  inj*ist  a'iain:>l  ■: 
as   i)   crime,   becuuse   it   debase*  I 

noble.st  farulty  of  man*  would  l>e  •  !  i' 

to  the  common  people :  but  to  trl  i 

they  may  die  in  a  fit  of  drunl;  ) 

them  how  dreadful  that  woui  i 

to  uuike  a  deep  impression,     ^tr,  when 
Scotch  clergy  ^ive  up  their  homdy  nil 
religion  will  poou  decay  in  that  counlryJ" 
this  observation,  as  Johnson  meant  it, 
remembered. 

I  was  mu'*h  pleased   to  find   mvsvlf 
Jtdinson  at  Greenwich,  which  be  eclebrat«:*j 
his  "  London  "  as  si  favourite  scene.    I  hod 
poem  in  my  jxx'ket,  and  read  the  Vm\ 
with  euthu^i;um  : 

*'  i>n  Thanie,s's  bank^  in  lilent  thought  vf 
Where  Greeuw^ich  smiles  u\hm  the  mIvit  flui 
Struck  vvitlt  the  ssAi  th:tt  ^nve  F*t.»XA  bid 
We  kneel  and  kiss  the  Ln»nsecr.tU'd  eArtJul 
He  remarketl  that  the  8(ruciui*e  of 
which  Hospital  was  too  njjiju'niticent  for 
of  ehririty,  and  that  it^  parts  were  too  lUI 
detached,  to  make  one  great  whole. 

Buchanan,  he   said,  waa  a  verr  fin^ 
and  observed,  tbjii  he  wai  the  tirst  wl 
pliuiented  a  lacJy,  by  n^ieribinij  to  her 
fereut  perfections  of  the  heathen  nculA 
but  that  Johuiitone  *  improved   ujj*m 
Qiakinff  his  lady,  at  the  some  time,  fn 
their  defects. 

He  dwelt  u|ion  Buchanan*^  elegant  ft 
Miiry  Qtieen  of  Scots,  Nympha  Cal&dm 
and  spoke  with  enthusiiiem  of  the 
Latin  verse.    **  All  the  moderu  lani 


•Mil**.  Bg«1n«t  irt<>th<Ktitm  h,  tlut  U  xwn<A%  to 

iijiturn,  Alia  prvvFiit  ihr  Motii'raua  ••xwriiMi)*  of  fwodinN 

gin    iinHiirfin     <.iiin'"»llii>n    liKil    'itm    wiii    r'.<v    nn   f'r* 


i-ut*  III  thr  l^HlvrriHt  ol 


uieLkiudlut 

a    hi* 

tvlvl 

)••.  *    I'la 
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laid  ha,  "eannot  furnish  bo  melodious  a  line 


Fora 


Tttomnrt  dtKe$  AmarWidu  $ilca$.*  " ' 


Afterwards  he  entered  upon  the  business  of 
the  day,  which  was  to  give  nic  his  advice  as  t-o 
a  rourse  of  study.  And  here  I  am  to  mention, 
with  much  regret,  that  my  rcconl  of  what  he 
said  19  miserably  scanty.  I  recollecrt  with 
admiration  an  animatint;  blaze  of  eloquence, 
which  rou!«d  every  intellectual  power  in  me 
to  the  higheijt  pitch,  but  mu»t  have  <l:izzled  me 
90  much,  that  my  memory  could  not  preserve 
the  «>ubstAnre  of  his  discourse  ;  for  the  note 
which  I  find  of  it  is  no  more  than  tliis : — 
■*  He  ran  over  the  prand  scale  of  human  know- 
lf^l:S«:  advised  me  to  select  some  ]>articular 
branch  to  excel  in,  but  to  acquire  a  little  of 
erery  kind."  ITie  defect  of  my  minutes  will 
be  fully  (supplied  by  a  lon<^  letter  upon  the 
fubjcct,  which  he  favoured  me  with,  after  1 
hxl  been  some  time  at  Utrecht^  and  which  my 
rearlers  will  have  the  jileasure  to  peru.ie  in  its 
proper  place. 

We  walked  in  the  evening  in  Greenwich 
Pkrk.  He  askeii  me,  1  suppose  by  way  of 
trrin^  my  disposition,  **  Is  not  this  very  fine  ?  " 
Ifaving  no  exquisite  relish  of  the  beauties  of 
nature,  and  lieing  more  delighted  with  *Mlu> 
busy  hum  of  men,**  I  answere<l,  "  Yes,  Sir ; 
but  not  equal  to  Fleet-street."  Johnson. 
•*  Tou  are  nght^  Sir.*' 

I  am  aware  that  mnny  of  my  readers  may 
censone  my  want  of  taste.  Let  me,  however, 
•hfltCT  fflveelf  uniler  the  autlioritv  of  a  vcrv 
fa«bionabfe  banmet'  in  the  brilliant  world, 
w1k>,  on  his  attention  l>eing  calle<l  to  the 
Iraarance  of  a  May  evening:  in  thi.^  country, 
'»l«ser\e'l,  **  This  may  be  very  well ;  but,  lor 
'  my  part,  I  pn^fcr  the  smell  of  a  ilambcau  at 
:  ihi*  playhfiiise.'* 

We  slai'l  r»o  long  at  Greenwich,  that  our  sail 
up  the  river,  in  mir  return  to  London,  was  by 
ini  meaDji  so  ]>lea>ant  a.s  in  the  niornin;^ ;  for 
the  ni«:ht   air  was  so   cold  that  it  niadi'  me  i 
■liiver.     I  wa.-i  the  more  pen.-'iblc  of  it   Ironi  \ 
Living  Mt  up  all  the  nii:ht  before  recollotting  ' 
aim]   writin«r  in  my  Journal   what    1   tliMii;rlir  l 
worthy  of  preservation ;  an  exertion,  wlil«*li, 
'hirin'2  the  tii-st  part  of  my  acquaiutuuce  vvitli 
•TnKns<m,     I    frequentlv  made.      I   rcincinhor  i 
havinz  Kit  up  four  ni<;fit.t  in  one  week,  without 
l:*in:r  mucli  nn.omuiode^l  in  the  daytime. 

Johnson,  whose  robust  frame  was  not  in  the 
V:.\'t  affe<te'l  by  the  <'old,  scoMed  me,  as  if  my 
►JiiTrring  had  lK»ena]mltry  effeminacy,  saying, 
-Wliy  ilii  yon  shiver:""  'Sir  William  Scott  ', 
of  the  (.'<unm<ms,  toltl  me,  that  when  he  com-  l 


plained  of  a  headach  in  the  post-chaise,  as  they 
were  travelling  together  to  Scotland,  Johnson 
treated  him  in  the  same  manner  :  **  At  your 
age.  Sir,  I  had  no  headach."  it  is  not  easy  to 
make  allowance  for  sensatitms  in  othei-s,  which 
we  ourselves  have  not  at  the  time.  We  must 
all  have  ex])erienced  how  very  differently  we 
are  affected  by  the  comj)laints  of  our  neigh- 
boui-s,  when  we  are  well  and  when  we  are  ill. 
In  liill  health,  we  can  scarcely  believe  that 
they  isuffer  much  ;  so  faint  is  the  image  of  pain 
n|«)n  (jur  imnginaticm  :  when  softened  by  sick- 
ness, we  readily  sympathise  with  the  sufferings 
of  others. 

We  concluiled  the  tlay  at  the  Turk's  Head 
eoflce-house  very  socially.  He  was  plea.<ted  to 
listen  to  u  particular  account  which  I  gave 
him  of  my  family,  and  of  its  hcrc'ditar}'  estate, 
as  to  the  extent  and  pojmlation  of  which  he 
asked  questions,  and  made  calculations;  re- 
counuending,  at  the  same  tin»e,  a  liberal  kind- 
ness to  the  tenantry,  as  jwople  over  whom  the 
proprietor  was  ]ilaced  by  Providence.  He 
took  delight  in  hearing  my  des<Ti})tion  of  the 
romantic  seat  of  my  ancestors.  *'  1  must  be 
there.  Sir,"  said  he,  '*  and  we  will  live  in  the 
(dd  castle ;  ami  if  there  is  not  a  nxmi  in  it 
lenuiining,  we  will  buihl  one.'*  I  was  highly 
flattered,  but  could  .scarcely  indulge  a  hope 
that  Auchinleck  would  indeed  be  honoured  by 
his  presence,  and  celebrate<l  by  a  description, 
as  It  at\orwards  wa.s,  in  his  "  Journey  to  the 
Western  Islands.'* 

.\fter  we  had  again  talked  of  my  setting  out 
for  Ilolinnd,  he  said,  "  I  nnist  see  thee  out  of 
England;  I  will  accompany  you  to  Har^vich." 
I  coulil  not  fin«l  words  to  express  what  I  felt 
u|)on  this  unexpected  and  very  great  mark  of 
his  :iire4'tionale  regard."* 

Xext  day,  Sunday,  July  31.,  T  told  him  I 
had  been  that  morning  at  a  meeting  of  the 
l)coj»le  called  Quakers,  where  I  had  heanl  a 
woman   prea»'h       Johnson.      '*  Sir,   a  wonnm 

f)rcaching  is  like  a  dog's  walking  on  his  hind 
I'g"'.  It  is  nt>t  done  well;  IhU  you  are  surprise<l 
to  find  it  done  at  all." 

On  Tuesday,  August  2.,  (llie  day  of  my 
departure  troju  London  liavin;:  bei'ii  fixe«l  fi>r 
tlie.^th.)  Dr.  Johnson  ilitl  me  the  honour  to 
juiss  a  part  of  the  nmrning  with  me  at  my 
chambers,  lie  said,  that  *' he  always  felt  an 
inclination  to  ilo  nothing."  I  olwrvi-d,  that  it 
was  strunge  to  think  that  the  most  indolmt 
man  In  Hrifain  had  written  the  most  laboricms 
work,  Thk  Knoi.ish  Diction \ry. 

I  mentioned  an  imprudent  publii-ation,  by 
a  <'(M-tain  friend  of  his,  at  an  early  p<*riod  of 
life,  and  asked  him  if  he  thought  it  would  hurt 


'  ^  .^n<l  thr  wood  rinir*  with  Amarill  %'  name." 

ViTW-  Kcl.  1  -V     Dr.  JoMnioH,  antr,  p.  Hi.  —  Crokfr. 

I  Mt  frit  ml  Sir  Micharl  Lr  Fleminfr.  nf  Ryiiall  in  W«»t- 
■vv^^fl  Thl.«  icrn'irmnn.  wlih  all  lii'i  ('xp<-rii'iiri'  of 
^rr>t>T  «n<l  elrz.iiit  lir«>,  inherits,  with  tli«'  bi-dulirul  rimily 

■  rni  ■'.  I'i   ('"'iri^iilii^riiljli'  ^haii*  of  ihtt   Inu*  f>i' litiTiilnrf, 

■  :«-  .  ili^vTi,'  iith*-<l  hi*  vi-nfr-ihlf  trriiLKitli-r  th»  Mi«hop  (if 
lUr....- .     II*-  ■•ii>'  «i«}'  tjtjtt-rvrd  t'l  nt>-.  ••(  Dr.  Jiihiinun,  in  u 


fi'lirity  nf  jilira*i»,  "  There  i*  a  Hunt  diRnltv  about  him  on 
tMiry"o(ra<iim.'"_  Bo«iwn.L.  Sir  Mich.-u-l  f-e  Fiemin|r  difnl 
of  an  n|i(ipl«'(-t{c  tit.  May  I'.i.  IHOTi,  while  rnnt eriinit.  at  the 
Admiralty,  ui'h  I.oni  (Jrry  [then  firKt  I»rd].  — M^lunk. 

'  Aitt-rwiirdit  I.nrd  Stnwell.  'nho  nr«'i»m|>anieil  Dr.  John* 
>ci;i  fr>ini  Newoa.^tli*  tii  Kdinlnirgh  in  1773 CrokkR. 

■•  TJity  li-id  met  t>nly  thirtr-<-n  day*  ;  tu  that  the  (liindkh'p 
wak  ol  mjnd  grow  Ih.  —  Ckuker. 


Uim.  JoHTssox.  "No,  Sir;  not  muck  It 
niart  perhajis,  be  mentioned  at  an  elet'tion ,"  * 

1  liad  now  luntle  good  nijT  title  to  he  a 
priviKigefl  tnnn,  tind  was  <*arriLHl  by  biiu  in  the 
c*vc'f>inj»  to  drink  tea  with  Miss  Williama,  whom, 
itioiifib  under  the  misfortune  of  having  lost  her 
i^igiit,  I  found  to  he  ugrceiible  in  conversation ; 
for  she  lind  n  vjtrifty  of  litiTutun*,  untl  rx- 
pros<ii'<l  herself  well ;  but  her  pcL'uliar  vuluo 
nas  the  inttnuicy  in  which  she  Imd  long  lived 
\rith  Johnson,  by  which  she  was  vn:\{  ao 
qufiiiiled  with  hi^  hjiibiitflt  and  knew  haw  to  lend 
biin  on  to  talk.. 

After  t^tt  ho  carried  me  to  whut  he  eiillet) 
hin  walk,  whieh  was  a  long  nuiTow  paved  court 
in  the  neighbourhood,  overshtulowed  by  some 
trees.  There  we  sauntered  a  considerable 
time ;  and  I  eoinplained  to  him  that  my  love 
of  London  tmti  of  hi.H  company  was  such,  thai 
1  shrunk  almost  from  ihe  thought  of  going 
Away  even  to  travel,  whieh  h  generally  so  nmeh 
desired  by  young  iw^n.  He  roused  me  by 
mnnly  and  spirited  conversation.  He  a^lvised 
me,  when  settled  in  any  plaee  abroad,  to  .study 
with  an  eagerness  afier  knowledge,  and  to 
apply  lo  Greek  an  hour  every  day  ;  and  when 
I  WHS  moving  about,  to  read  ailigently  the 
great,  book  of  mankind. 

On  Wdlneftday,  Augui«t  3,,  we  had  our  last 
soeinl  evening  at  the  Turk's  Head  eoffee-hoiise, 
before  my  setting  out  for  foreign  parts.  I  had 
the  misfortune,  InMbru  we  parted,  to  iiritiite 
him  uiiintentianally.  1  mentioned  t<i  hila  how 
fommon  it  wsis  in  the  woiM  to  tell  absurd 
storie*^  of  him,  and  to  ascribe  to  him  very 
strange  sayings.  Joukson.  "  What  do  they 
make  me  jjay,  Sir?"  Boswbll  "Why,  Sir, 
as  an  instauee  very  strange  indeed,  (bughtng 
heartily  aa  I  spoke,)  Diivitl  Hume  tohf  me, 
you  said  that  you  would  9Uw\  beibre  a  battery 
of  cannon  to  restore  the  ConvcK-ation  to  its 
full  powers."  Little  did  1  upptehend  that  he 
had  aetuuUy  said  this  :  but  1  was  soon  eon- 
vineed  of  my  error;  for,  with  a  determined 
IcMjfe,  he  tliundered  out,  "And  would  1  not, 
Sirr*  Shall  the  Presbyterian  kirk  of  Seotland 
have  it«  General  Assembly,  imrl  the  Church  of 
Englufid  be  deni'jd  k»  C'onvi>catioti?*'  He 
wa»  walking  up  and  down  the  room,  while  I 
t-old  hhn  the  anectlote ;  but  when  he  uttere<l 
this  explosion  of  high-chureh  xeal,  he  had 
eume  elose  to  nij  chair,  and  his  eyes  Hashed 


»ti.t(P<i  tu  Imrr  Iv 
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with  indignation.      I  bowet!  to  the 
divtrrted   the  J'orce  of   it,  by  lend 
expatiate    on    the    influence   whie 
derived   from   maintaining    the    c. 
great  exlernal  rrspeetAlulitT.* 

i  muHf  not  omit  to  mention  that  1 
wrote  "  The  Life  of  A!*cham,"f 
dicfilion  to  the  Karl  of  Shalte*bury, 
to  the  edition  of  that  writer's  Eng 
published  by  Mr.  Bennet,^ 

On  Friday,  August  5.,  we  set 
tlie  morning  in  the  Harwich  «t»gei 
fHt  elderly  gentlewoman,  and  a  yofl 
man,  seeme<l  the  moz-t  inclined 
eonvei'sation.  At  the  inn  where 
gentlewoman  said  that  she  hmi  doq 
to  educate  her  cbihlren  ;  and  parti 
she  had  never  stiffereil  them  to  bn 
idle.  JmiNsoN.  *^  I  wi$h,  Mxidam, 
educate  me  too :  for  I  have  been  oa 
all  my  life."  "  I  am  sure.  Sir,**  &aid 
have  not  been  idle.''  JoHWwit 
Madam,  it  is  very  true ;  and  tliat 
there,"  pointing  to  me,  **has 
wuB  idle  at  Kdinburgh.  His 
to  Glasgow,  where  he  conti 
He  then  (^arue  to  London,  wheii? 
very  idle ;  and  now  he  is  going 
where  he  will  be  an  idle  afi  ever.'' 
privately  how  he  could  cxpone  me  «m* 
"  Poh,  poll ! "  said  he,  "  they  kti« 
alwmt  you,  and  will  think  of  it  no  n 
the  afternoon  the  gentlewoman  talkQ 
against  the  Roman  Cathnlirjis, 
horrors  of  the  Ini|uisil}on.  To  the 
nisbment  of  all  tlie  paast^ngers  but 
knew  that  he  could  talk  upon  an; 
questiot),  he  defeniknl  tJic  Inqu* 
maintained,  that  "false  doctriwe 
checked  on  its  first  appearance  ;  thi 
power  should  unite  with  the  chnrell 
mg  those  who  dan?  to  attack  the 
religion,  and  that  «urh  only  were  ] 
the  Inquisition."  He  had  in  his  poc 
ponim  Mela  de  Sttu  (Jrhig^*'  in  wl*it 
occasional ly,  ajid  seemed  very  i 
ancient  geography.  Though  by 
niggardly,  his  attention  «o  what  wi 
right  wan  so  ntinute,  that  having 
one  of  the  stages  that  I  osteut.itioii 
shilling  to  the  coat'hnian,  when 
was  foir  each  passenger  to  give  onl 


'   J<klir.-i'ii  IV, I  •,  iti   i|,n-t, 
frmii  B  IrtlPf  of    Mr.    T. 
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lur  titt  MiivKniAKf,'   Are.     I  hM««  nut  dncov« 
look  (hU  lnlrfe»(  ]n  Mr.  Benirr'l,  —  CB^Ktu. 
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he  took  me  aside  and  scolded  me,  sajin?  that 
what   I  had  done  would  make  the  coadiman 

I  diwatisfictl  with  all  the  rest  of  the  passengers, 
wiio  <;ave  him  no  more  than  his  due.  I'his 
tias  a  just  reprimand;  for  in  whatever  -way  a 
man  may  indulge  his  generosity  or  his  vanity 
in  upending  his  money,  for  the  sake  of  others 
he  ought  nut  to  raise  the  price  of  any  article 

'    for  which  there  is  a  constant  demand. 

I  He  talked  of  Mr.  BlackIock*s '  poetry,  so  fiir 
as  it  was  descriptive  of  visible  objects;  and 
observed,  that,  ^as  its  author  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  blind,  we  may  be  absolutely  sure 
th&t  such  pa.«sages  are  combinations  of  what 
he   has  remembered  of  the  works  of  other 

I  writers  who  could  see.  That  foolish  fellow, 
Spcnce,  has  laU>ured  to  explain  i)hilosuphicaUy 
bow  Illarklock  may  have  done,  by  means  of 
his  own  faculties,  what  it  is  impos;«ib1c  he 
riiould  do.  The  solution,  as  I  have  given  it, 
is  pl^n.     Suppose,    I   know  a  man  to  1>e  so 

!  lame  that  he  is  al>solntely  incapable  to  move 
kimaelf,  and  I  find  him  in  a  (lifforcnt  room 
from  that  in  which  I  left  him ;  shall  I  puzzle 
myself  with  idle  conjectures,  that,  iK.'rhai)tt,  his 
nerves  have  by  some  unknown  change  all  at 
once  become  effective?    No,  Sir,    it  is  clear 

,    how  he  got   into  a  different  room;   he  was 


Having  stopped  a  night  at  Colchester,  John- 
Mi  talked  of  that  town  with  veneration,  for 


hanng  ttood  a  siege  for  Charles  the  First. 
The  Ihitdmun  alone  now  rcniaindetl  with  us. 
He  spoke  English  tolerably  well ;  and,  think- 
ing to  recommend  himself  to  us  by  expatiating 
on  the  superiority  of  the  criminal  jurisnru- 
dence  of  this  c<mntry  over  that  of  Holluntl,  he 
inveighed  against  the  bar>>arity  of  ])Uttiiig  an 
accuseil  per*on  to  the  tortures  in  ordtT  to  lorce 
a  confe>!tion.  Hut  Johnson  was  as  ready  for 
thw,  as  for  the  hKjuisition.  "  Why,  Sir,  you 
dnnof,  I  find,  understand  the  law  of  your  own 
roantry.  Tji  torture  in  Ilitlland  is  considored 
v  a  favour  to  an  accMise<l  (MTson  ;  for  no  man 
ia  put  to  the  torture  there  unles-?  then*  is  us 
jBuch  evidence  against  hiui  i\a  would  amoimt 
lo  ronvii-tiim  in  England.  An  nccuseil  jwrson 
■mung  you,  therefore,  has  one  chance  more  to 
escape  punihhment,  than  those  who  are  tried 
among  us." " 

At  sup[»er  thi.-*  night  he  talked  of  good  eating 
with  unirtmimon  sati.sfaetion.  "  Some  iM»ople," 
ni'l  h*\  "'  have  a  foolish  way  of  ni>t  minding, 
or   pr>.'iending   not  lo  mind,  what   they  eat. 


For  my  part,  I  mind  my  belly  very  studiously, 
and  very  carefully ;  for  I  look  upon  it,  that  he 
who  does  not  mind  his  belly  will  hardly  mind 
any  thing  else."  He  now  ap|)cared  to  me 
Jean  BiiU  philosopher  and  he  was  for  the 
moment,  not  oidv  serious,  but  vehement.  Yet 
I  have  heard  hiin,  ujvon  other  occasions,  talk 
with  great  contempt  of  ]>eo])1e  who  were 
anxious  t4>  gratifv  their  palates  ;  and  the  206th 
number  of  his  Unndiler  is  a  masterly  essay 
against  gulosity.  His  practice,  indeed,  I  nmst 
acknowle<lge,  may  be  c<msidered  as  casting 
the  balance  of  his  diiferent  opinions  upon  this 
subject;  for  1  never  knew  any  man  who 
relished  goo<l  eating  more  than  he  did.  When 
at  table,  he  was  totally  absorbe*!  in  the  bu- 
siness of  the  moment :  his  looks  seemed  riveted 
to  his  ]>Iate ;  nor  would  he,  unless  when  in 
very  high  company,  say  one  word,  or  even  pay 
the  least  attention  to  what  was  said  by  others, 
till  he  hail  satisfunl  his  appt>tite;  whieli  was  so 
fierce,  and  indulge<i  with  sueh  intenseness,  that, 
while  in  the  aet  of  eating,  the  veins  of  his 
fon.*head  swelletl,  and  generally  u  strong  per- 
spiration was  visible.  To  those  whose  sensa- 
tions were  delicate,  this  could  not  but  be  dis- 
gusting; and  it  was  doubtless  not  very  suitable 
to  the  eiiaracter  of  a  philosopher,  who  should 
be  distinguished  by  self-eommand.  But  it 
must  be  owne<l,  that  Johnson,  though  he  could 
be  rigidly  abtftemiomt,  was  not  a  temperate  man 
either  in  eating  or  ilrinking.  He  could  refrain^, 
but  he  could  not  use  moderately.  He  told  me, 
that  he  had  f:isted  two  days  without  incon- 
venience, and  that  he  hatl  never  been  hungry 
but  once.  They  who  lx>held  with  wonder  how 
much  he  ate  u|)on  all  occasions,  when  his 
dinner  was  to  his  taste,  could  not  easily 
conceive  what  he  must  luive  meant  by  hunger; 
and  not  only  was  he  remarkable  for  the  extra- 
ordinary (jiiantity  which  he  ate,  but  he  was,  or 
affected  to  be,  a  man  of  verv  nice  discernment 
in  the  s<"icnce  of  (MK>kery.  lie  use«l  to  descant 
critically  on  the  dishes  which  had  been  at  table 
where  he  had  dined  or  supiK'd,  and  to  recollect 
very  niiinitelv  what  he  hail  liked.  1  remember 
when  he  wa«;  in  Scothnid,  his  praising  (worihmn 
pftlate.t  (a  <lisli  of  palat4*s  at  the  Ilcmoiirable 
Alexunder  (inrdon's)  with  a  warmth  of  ex- 
])ression  which  might  have  d(me  honour  to 
more  iniportant  subjects.  "  As  for  Mai'laurin's 
imitation  of  a  madtf  r/i*A,  it  was  a  wretched 
attempt."*  He  about  the  same  time  was  so 
much  disJ^lca^ed  with  the  iM'rforinances  of  a 


Dr.  Thrmi»  Blarklork  was  bnni  in  17^1  :  ho  totally  lout 
i«rht  hf  thi*  «fnail-)iiix  at  the  .ipf  of  «ix  \rir«,  hut  wa<, 
lb*lt-«*.  a  il«r»rrtptiTr  p<N>t.  Ilciiipil  in  I7!M.  "  \Vi>  in.>y 
1.4^,**  •«?•  hi4  bi'tirraiihfr. "  with  Dcnina,  in  his'  I)i»- 
mrm  d«>U«  l^trratiir*.'  th>it  Blarlilock  will  apfiOHr  tn  pof- 
tartij  a  Ianl«,  ai  to  iii  he  ii  a  pr<1tgjf.  It  will  Ik>  thought  a 
Aolaa.  thai  a  man  blind  from  hu  infanry.  hr<lil04  h;ivinir 
■■fe  b'lnfir  Biastrr  of  rarinu*  rtin-ifni  Un(t<i-i>:<'«.  »liuiilil  ite 
i^Mt  pact  in  hit  own,  and  without  h^ivini:  h.-inlly  sicfn  the 
{^^■lio«l4  be  to  remarkably  happv  in  Uc««Ti|itii>ii."  John* 
HB.w>^>ubf.  yivM  th^  true  »uliitiou  ol  Hl.'i(*kli<ck't  power, 
Blirti  «w  nriaory  and  nfK  mrr/ir/-.  —  ('K<:Kt.H. 

t  -  B«   a   law   of  llnlUnd.    th"    rrlmin.trn    i-nnO-cinn    ii 
naKZa'i  Im  a  capital  puniihmrnt ;  no  other  CTuii'ricv  iH-inp 


i  unffiriont.  and  if  h«»  lii*'*t*  on  hix  Innorcnrc.  hi»  In  tortured 
I  till  he  prniiiiiin-  e«  the  wuriU  nf  ('imre«»iiin.''  —  Kauwt't  Jtit- 
■  to'i/  iif  Man.  Ii.  iii.  ««t    \'L  —  I'lioKi  R.  l<i-">. 

*  It  hy|>«'rrriti<':iUy  exAinineil,  r</i7ifn  i<  not,  prrhapn,  the 
word  Hl'iji'h  ex,-ictlv  give*  Mr.  Ito»weir*  meaninf!.  whii'h  was 
that  Juhii>on  rmilii  abstain,  hut  litiind  it  hard  to  te/rnin. 
f  I.inn.ih  More  pr«-«*ed  him  ime  diy.  in  irH'2.  at  HUhnp  Por- 
teiis't  talile,  to  take  a  /!///«■  wine ;  he  replietl,  "  I  eannoC 
drink  a  litllt",  t-liild  :  thetefure  I  never  loiu-h  it.  Ahstitwnce 
is  a^  ea«y  t»  me  .i«  tnnju-tuHCC  would  >i:>  diilicult."    Life,  i. 

TA.  —  <'K«iKHt. 

*  On  returiiinff  to  r.«iinhiir)!h,  after  the  tour  to  the  lle- 
brideii,  he  li-iii-ii  line  «l.iy  a*  Mr.  M»rlaiirln*«,  and  *npped 
at   thv  llui'iturablr   Alexander  Uurdun'k:    the  former,  ion 
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nobleman's  French  cook,  that  lie  exclaimed  with 
yehemence,  "  Td  throw  such  a  rascal  into  the 
river ;  **  and  he  then  proceeded  to  alarm  a  ladj 
at  whose  house  he  was  to  sup,  by. the  following 
manifesto  of  his  skill :  **  I,  Madam,  who  live  at 
a  variety  of  good  t;ibles,  am  a  much  better 
judge  of  cookery  than  any  person  who  has  a 
very  tolerable  cook,  but  lives  much  at  home ; 
for  his  palate  is  gradually  adapted  to  the  taste 
of  his  cook ;  whereas.  Madam,  in  trying  by  a 
wider  ran^,  I  can  more  exc^uisitefy  judge." 
When  invited  to  dine,  even  with  an  intimate 
friend,  he  was  not  pleased  if  something  better 
than  a  plain  dinner  was  not  prepared  for  him. 
I  have  heard  him  say  on  such  an  occasion, 
"  This  was  a  good  dinner  enough,  to  be  sure; 
but  it  was  not  a  dinner  to  ask  a  man  to."  On 
the  other  hand,  he  was  wont  to  express,  with 
great  glee,  his  satisfaction  when  he  had  been 
entertained  quite  to  his  mind.  One  day  when 
he  had  dined  with  his  neighbour  and  landlord 
in  Bolt  Court,  Mr.  Allen ',  the  printer,  whose 
old  housekeeper  had  studied  his  taste  in  every 
thing,  he  pronounced  this  eulogy :  "  Sir,  we 
could  not  have  had  a  better  dinner,  had  there 
been  a  Synod  of  Cooks''  * 

While  we  were  left  by  ourselves,  after  the 
Dutchman  had  gone  to  bed,  Dr.  Johnson  talked 
of  that  studied  behaviour  which  many  have 
recommended  and  practised.  He  disapproved 
of  it ;  and  said,  "  I  never  considered  whether 
I  should  be  a  grave  man,  or  a  merry  man,  but 
just  let  inclination,  for  the  time,  have  its 
course." 

He  flattered  me  with  some  hopes  that  he 
would,  in  the  course  of  the  foUowmg  summer, 
come  over  to  Holland,  and  accompany  me  in 
a  tour  through  the  Netherlands. 

I  teased  him  with  fanciful  apprehensions  of 
A  moth  havins:  fluttered  round 


of  the  celebrated  mnthemntician.  became  In  1787,  a  Lord 
of  SesBion,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Dreghorn ;  the  latter  was 
third  son  of  the  second  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  and.  in  1 788,  he 
also  wa«  made  a  Lord  of  Session,  and  took  tlie  title  uf  Lord 
RorkviUe.  —  CaoKER. 

>  Edward  Allen  was  a  very  excellent  printer  in  Bolt 
Court.  His  oflice  united  to  Johnson's  dwelling.  He  divd  in 
1780.  _  Nichols. 

*  Johnson's  notions  about  eating,  says  Mrs.  Fioszi.  how. 
erer,  were  nothing  less  than  delicate:  a  leg  of  pork  boiled 
till  It  dropped  fro-n  the  bone,  a  veal  pie  with  plums  and 
sugar,  or  the  out*ide  cut  of  a  »alt  butt«)ck  of  bt'ef,  were  his 
farourite  dainties:  with  regard  to  drink,  hi^  liking  was  for 
the  strongest,  as  It  was  not  the  flavour,  but  the  effect  he 
S'ught  for.  and  professed  to  desire  :  and  when  I  first  knew 
him,  he  used  to  pour  capiUaire  Into  his  port  wine.  For  the 
lakt  twelve  years,  however,  he  left  off  all  fermented  liquors. 
To  make  himself  some  amends,  indeed,  he  took  liis  chocolate 
libi>rally,  pouring  In  large  quAntltles  of  cream,  or  even  melted 
bu'-ter  ;  and  was  so  fond  of  fruit,  that  thoujch  he  would  eat 
Mevcn  or  eight  largo  peaches  of  a  morning  before  bre.tkfast 
li«.ran,  and  trcatedf  them  with  proportionate  attention  after 
dinner  again,  yet  I  have  heard  him  protest,  that  he  npvcr 
hail  quite  as  luuch  as  he  yished  of  waii-fruit,  except  -uice  in 
his  life,  and  that  was  when  we  were  all  together  at  Omoersley, 
the  s^at  of  my  Lord  Sandrs;  and  yet.  when  his  Iri»h  fiiend 
Grieison.  [see  po$t,  tub  1770,]  hearing  him  enumerate 
the  qualities  necessary  to  the  formation  of  a  poet,  began  a 
comtieal  parodv  upon  his  ornamented  harangue  In  praise  of  a 
cook,  concluding  with  this  observation,  that  he  who  dressed 
a  good  dinner  was  a  more  excellent  and  a  more  useful  mem- 
her  of  societv  than  he  who  wrote  a  good  poem.  "  And  in 
this  opinion,^*  said  Mr.  Johnson,  In  replr,  "all  the  dogs  In 
tbs  town  will  join  you."  —  lie  loved  bis  ainner  exceedingly, 


the  candle,  and  burnt  itself,  he  1 
this  little  incident  to  admonish  i 
with  a  sly  look,  and  in  a  solemn  I 
tone,  "  That  creature  was  its  own 
and  I  believe  its  name  was  Boswsi 

Next  day  we  got  to  Harwich  to  c 
my  passage  in  the  packet-boat  to  H 
beinjj  secure*  1,  and  my  baggage  put 
we  dined  at  our  inn  by  ourselves, 
to  say,  it  would  be  terrible  if  he 
find  a  speedy  opportunity  of  r€ 
London,  and  be  confined  in  so  d 
JoHKSON.  "  Don't,  ^ir,  accustom 
use  big  words  for  little  matters.*  I 
be  terrible^  though  I  were  to  be  del 
time  here."  The  practice  of  usin 
disproportionate  magnitude  is,  no 
frequent  every  where ;  but,  I  t 
remarkable  amon^  the  French,  of 
who  have  travelled  in  France  must 
struck  with  innumerable  instances. 

We  went  and  looked  at  the  church, 
gone  into  it  and  walked  up  to  the  f 
son,  whose  pietv  was  constant  ai 
sent  me  to  my  knees,  saying,  "  Nc 
are  going  to  leave  your  native  coun 
mend  yourself  to  the  protectioi 
Cbeatob  and  Rbdesmer.' 

After  we  came  out  of  the  churcl 
talking  for  some  time  together 
Berkeley's  ingenious  sophistry  to 
non-existence  of  matter,  and  that  < 
in  the  universe  is  merely  ideal, 
that  though  we  are  satisfied  his  doc 
true,  it  is  impossible  to  refute  it.  I 
forget  the  alacritv  with  whid 
answered,  striking  his  foot  with  n 
against  a  large  stone,  till  he  rebot 
it,  "  I  refute  it  thusr  ♦  This  was  i 
emplification  of  the  first  truths  of  Pi 


and  has  often  said  in  my  hearing,  perhaps  for 
'•  that  wherever  the  dinner  l»  ill  got  up,  thert 
there  is  avarice,  or  there  is  stupidity  ;  in  fbor 
somehow  grossly  wrong :  for,"  continued  he," 
thinks  with  more  earnestness  of  any  thing  tl 
his  dinner ;  and  if  he  cannot  get  that  well  dm 
be  suspected  oflnaccuracy  in  other  things."  ' 
he  was  speaking  upon  the  subject,  I  asked  I 
huffed  hit  wife  about  his  dinner?  "  SoofU 
"  thAt  at  last  f-he  caW*^  to  mc.  when  al>out  to 
said.  *  Nav,  hold.  Mr.  Johnson,  and  do  not  m 
thanking  God  for  a  dinner  w  hich,  in  a  few  ml 
pronounce  not  ratable."  "—  (?koker. 

'  This  advice  comes  drolly  from  the  writ 
a  young  lady  Ulk  of "  the  cosmftie  ditciptim 
lustration  with  bean-flower  water,  and  the  use 
to  diteuss  pimples  uod  cle.-ir  discoloration  **( 
130.) ;  while  a  young  grntleman  tells  us  of  **U 
of  a  font  hall  having  swelled  out  into  stiffneu  « 
(No.  117.)  And  It  is  equAlly  arousing  to  fiw 
after  his  various  drf^nces  of  Johnson's  g 
attacking  the  little  inflations  o(  French  « 
straining  at  a  gnat,  ader  having  swailowt 
Croker. 

<  Dr.  Johnson  seems  to  have  been  imperflN 
with  Berkeley's  doctrine;  as  his  experimeoKa 
we  have  the  sensation  of  solidity,  which  B« 
deny.  He  admitted  that  we  had  sentationi « 
usually  ralkd  sensible  qualities,  one  of  wM 
he  only  denied  the  existence  of  matter,  L  •.  i 
less  Kubstance.  in  which  they  are  supposed  to  I 
son'''  exfmpUQcalion  concurs  with  the  vulgi 
solidity  is  matter.  —  Kbaknkt. 
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r  the  original  primcipiUt  of  Reid  and  of 
tetttie ;  without  admitting  which,  we  can  no 
Mre  argue  in  metaphysics,  than  we  can 
rgue  in  mathemadcs  without  axioms.  To 
te  it  ia  not  conceiyable  how  Berkeley  can 
e  answered  bj  pure  reasoning ;  but  I  know 
lat  the  nice  and  difficult  task  was  to  have 
een  undertaken  bj  one  of  the  most  luminous 
littdb  ^  of  the  present  agej  had  not  politics 
turned  him  from  calm  philosophy  aside.*' 
rhat  an  admirable  displa]^  of  subtlety^  united 
ith  brilliance,  might  his  contendmg  with 
Inkelej  have  afforded  us!  How  must  we, 
hen  we  reflect  on  the  loss  of  such  an  intel- 
wtual  feast,  regret  that  he  should  be  charac- 
arised  as  the  man, — 

Who,  bom  for  the  universe,  narrow'd  his  mind. 
And  to  party  gave  up  what  was  meant  for  man- 
kind?-» 

My  revered  friend  walked  down  with  me  to 
Ik  beach,  where  we  embraced  and  parted  with 
enderaeas,  and  engaged  to  correspond  by 
etten.  I  said,  "I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  not 
orget  me  m  my  absence.**  Johnson.  "  Nay, 
Mr,  it  is  more  likely  you  should  forget  me, 
hui  that  I  should  forget  you.*'  As  the  vessel 
wt  oat  to  sea,  I  kept  my  eyes  upon  him  for  a 
BCMuidenble  time,  while  he  remained  roUins 
bis  m^eskic  frame  in  his  usual  manner ;  and 
■t  last  I  perceived  him  walk  back  into  the 
town,  and  ne  disappeared. 


[JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  STRAHAN. 

"  20th  Sept.  1763. 
■■  Dear  Sir,  —  I  should  have  answered  your  last 
ititcr  looDer  if  I  could  have  given  you  any  valu- 
Me  or  iMeful  directions ;  but  I  know  not  any  way 
n  which  the  composition  of  Latin  verses  can  be 
Dncfa  (acilitated.  Of  the  grammatical  part,  which 
aoprUcs  the  knowledge  of  the  measure  of  the 
M.  and  quantity  of  the  syllables,  your  grammar 
riO  tMcfa  you  all  that  you  can  be  taught,  and 
fM  of  that  you  can  hardly  know  any  thing  by 
■it  bat  the  meahure  of  the  foot.  The  quantity  of 
^Babies,  even  of  those  for  which  rules  are  given,  is 
■Bnonly  learned  by  practice  and  retained  by 
JMnaliiin  For  the  poetical  part,  which  com- 
inea  variety  of  expression,  propriety  of  terms, 
Hterity  in  selecting  commodious  words,  and 
in  changing  their  order,  it  will  all  be 
by  frequent  essays  and  resolute  per- 
The  less  help  you  have  the  sooner  you 
■  be  aUe  to  go  forward  without  help. 
*X  fBppo"<!  you  ^^^  now  ready  for  another 
Aar.  I  would  not  have  you  dwell  lunger  upon 
|B  haok  than  till  your  familiarity  with  its  style 
ftm  it  easy  to  you.  Every  new  book  will  for  a 
■S  he  difficult.     Make  it  a  rule  to  write  somc- 


,— CSOKSR. 

7«mri  of  his  life,  Mr.  Burke  rererced  the 
I  •hick  Goldsmith  *o  el^antly  repreheiid<;d.  and 
r«Mrf^  for  what  h*t  concelTt^  to  be  the  good  ofman- 
L— CWHini. 

,  aAerwards  Sir  George  Collier,  was  nbout  to 


thing  in  Latin  every  day ;  and  let  me  know  what 
you  are  now  doing,  and  what  your  scheme  is  to  do 
next.  Be  pleased  to  give  my  compliments  to  Mr. 
Bright,  Mr.  Stevenson,  and  Miss  Page.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  affectionate  servant, 
-^RoM  MSS.  «  Sam.  Johkson.- 


JOHNSON  TO  MTSS  REYNOLDS. 

"  Oxford,  arth  Oct.  [17®.] 
**  Your  letter  has  scarcely  come  time  enough  to 
make  an  answer  possible.  I  wish  we  could  talk 
over  the  affair.  I  cannot  go  now.  I  must  finish 
my  book.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Collier.  I  have 
not  money  beforehand  sufficient  How  long  haw 
you  known  Collier,  that  you  should  have  put  your- 
self Into  his  hands?  I  once  told  you  that  ladies 
were  timorous,  and  yet  not  cautious.^ 

**  If  I  might  tell  my  thoughts  to  one  with  whom 
they  never  had  any  weight,  I  should  think  it  best 
to  go  through  France.  The  expense  is  not  great ; 
I  do  not  much  like  obligation,  nor  think  the  gross- 
ness  of  a  ship  very  suitable  to  a  lady.  Do  not  go 
till  I  see  you.  I  will  see  you  as  soon  as  I  can. 
I  am,  my  dearest,  most  sincerely  yours, 
—  Reyn.  MSS.  "Sam.  Johiwoh."] 
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Boswell  at  Utrecht  —  Letter  from  Johnson.  —  The 
Friaick  language  —  Johnson's  Visit  to  Lanpton. — 
Institution  of  **  The  Club."— Reynolds.—  Garrick. 
—  Dr.  Nugent. —  G ranger'' s  •'  Sugar  Cane."  — 
Hypochondriac  Attack.  —  Days  of  Abstraction.  — 
Odd  Habits.  —  Fitit  to  Dr.  Percy.  —  Letter  to 
Reynolds.  —  Visit  to  Cambridge.  —  Self-examina" 
tion.  —  Letter  tOy  and  from,  Garrick.  —  Johnson 
created  LL.D.  by  Dublin  University.  —  Letter  to 
Dr.  Leland.  — ^'Engaging  in  Politics."— mUiam 
Gerard  Hamilton. 

Utrecht  seeming  at  first  very  dull  to  me, 
after  the  animated  scenes  ot  London,  my 
spirits  were  grievously  affected ;  and  1  wrote 
to  Johnson  a  plaintive  ami  desponding  letter, 
to  which  he  paid  no  rcj«:ard.  Afterwards,  when 
1  had  acciuired  a  firmer  tone  of  mind,  I  wrote 
him  a  second  letter,  expressing  nmeh  anxiety 
to  hear  from  him.  At  length  1  received  the 
following  epistle,  which  was  of  important 
service  to  me,  and,  I  trust,  will  be  so  to  many 
others. 


sail  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  offered  Mist  Refnolds 
a  passage:  and  she  appears  to  have  wished  that  Johnson 
mlKht  lie  of  the  party.  Johnson  wiu  not  aware  that  Captain 
Cnilicr'<  tiuiff  was  also  going.  Sir  Joshua  had  gone  to 
the  Mmiiti'rmnran  in  a  similar  way  with  Captain  Keppcl.— . 

CaOKKB. 


A.  M.  M.  BOSWELL, 

A  la  Cow  de  rEmpereur^  Vtredtt. 

"  LondoD,  Dec.  8.  1763. 
"  Drak  Sir, —  You  are  not  to  think  yourself 
(brgottcn,  or  crimiaally  iii^glccted,  tlmt  you  Imve 
hflil  vet  no  letter  from  me.  I  love  to  s«e  my 
frivntbt  to  ht'Br  from  them,  to  talk  to  them,  and  to 
talk  of  them  ;  but  it  is  not  without  a  cousidenibte 
ellort  of  resolution  that  I  prevail  upon  myself  to 
write.  I  would  not,  however,  gratify  my  o\«n  in- 
dolence by  t!ic  omtKsion  of  any  important  dut/j  or 
any  oflicc  of  real  kindness. 

**  To  tell  you  that  I  am  or  am  not  well,  that  I 
havo  or  have  not  been  in  the  country*  that  1  drank 
your  henlth  in  the  room  in  which  wc  last  sat 
together,  and  that  your  aeijumritanee  continue  to 
9pcak  of  you  with  their  former  kindnest,  topics 
with  which  those  letters  are  commonly  filled  which 
are  written  only  for  the  sake  of  writing,  I  seldom 
shidl  tltink  worth  communicating;  but  if  I  can 
have  it  in  my  puwer  to  calm  any  harassing  disquiet, 
to  excite  any  virtuous  desire,  to  rectify  any  im- 
portant  opinion,  or  fortily  any  i^ncrous  resolution, 
you  need  not  doubt  but  I  shall  at  least  wish  to 
prefer  the  pleasure  of  gratifying  a  friend  much  less 
esteemed  than  yourself,  before  the  gloomy  calm  of 
idle  vacancy.  Whether  I  shall  easily  arrive  at  an 
exact  punctuality  of  corre«pot>dence,  I  cannot  tell, 
1  shall,  at  present^  expect  that  you  will  receive 
this  in  return  for  two  which  I  have  had  from  you. 
The  first,  indeed,  gave  me  an  account  so  hopeless 
of  the  state  of  your  mind,  that  it  hardly  admitted 
or  deserved  an  du^tver ;  by  the  second  I  was  much 
better  pleased  ;  and  the  pleasure  will  still  be  in- 
crcL^d  by  .such  a  narrative  of  the  progress  of  your 
studies,  as  may  evince  the  continuance  of  an  equal 
and  rationd  application  of  your  mind  to  some  use- 
ful inquiry. 

'*  You  will,  perhaps,  wi*h  to  ask,  whot  study  I 
would  recommend.  1  shall  not  bpeak  of  theoloj^y, 
Ijccause  it  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a  question 
whether  you  shall  endeavour  to  know  the  will  uf 
God, 

"  I  slialU  therefore,  coniider  only  such  studies  as 
we  arc  at  liberty  to  pursue  or  to  neglect ;  and  of 
these  I  know  not  how  you  will  make  a  better 
choice,  than  by  studying  the  civil  law  as  your  father 
advises*  and  the  ancient  languages  as  you  had  de- 
termined for  yourself :  at  least  resolve,  while  you 
remain  in  any  settled  residence,  to  spend  a  certain 
nuin)>er  of  hours  every  day  amongst  your  liouk.v 
The  dis-sipalion  of  thought  of  which  you  complain, 
is  nothing  more  than  the  vaciUation  of  a  mind  sus- 
pended between  different  motive*,  and  changing  its 
direction  as  any  motive  gains  or  lose«  strength.  Jf 
you  can  but  kindle  in  your  mind  any  strong  desire, 
if  you  can  but  keep  predominant  any  wish  for  some 
particular  exceHeocc  or  attsinnient,  the  gusts  of 
imagination  will  break  away,  without  any  effect 
upon  your  conduct,  and  commonly  without  any 
irr»ct»*  left  upon  the  memory. 

**  There  lurks,  perhaps^  in  every  human  heart  a 
desire  of  distinction,  which  inclmes  every  man  first 
to  hwpc,  and  theu  to  believe,  that  nature  has  given 
him  something  peculiar  to  himself.  This  vanity 
uijikes  one  mind  nurse  aversion,  and  another  actuate 


desires,  till  tliey  rise  by  art  mueb  itta 
niU  state  of  power ;  and,  as  affectati 
proves  to  habit,  they  at  last  tyramiM 
at  first  encouraged  them  only  for 
desire  is  a  viper  in  the  bosom,  whq 
chill,  was  harmless ;  but  when  wart 
strength,  cuerted  it  i»  poison.  Vol 
tieman ',  who,  when  ftr&t  he  set  his  i 
world,  as  he  prepared  himself  to  whll 
of  pleasure,  imagined  a  total  indiifd 
versttl  uegtigence  to  l>e  the  most  I 
comitants  of  youth,  and  the  utronge* 
an  airy  temper  and  a  quick  npprehef 
to  every  object,  and  aensihlc  of  evo 
thought  that  all  appearance  of  di] 
deduct  something  from  the  reputati 
and  hopwl  that  he  should  appear  to 
all  the  ease  of  cjirekswiesa,  and  all 
diversion,  that  knowledge  and  itioi 
ments  which  mortals  of  the  commol 
only  by  mute  abstraction  and  soLil 
He  tried  this  scheme  of  life  awhj 
weary  of  it  by  his  sense  and  his  ti 
wished  to  return  to  his  studies  ;  and 
habits  of  idlenevs  and  pleosure  hard 
than  he  expected,  still  willing  to  r^ 
to  some  extraordinary  prerogative* 
common  consequences  of  ir regular i| 
alterable  decree  of  destiny,  and  o 
Nature  had  originally  formed  him 
rational  emplorment, 

"  Let  all  such  tancies,  illusive  al 
be  banished  henceforward  from  you 
ever.  Resolve,  and  keep  your  resold 
and  pursue  your  choice.  If  yoti  spfl 
study,  you  will  find  yourself  still 
study  to-morrow ;  not  that  ycm  are 
you  shjill  at  once  obtain  u  complete 
pravily  is  not  very  easily  ■-,.  ,..;>..,^^ 
will  sometimes  relax,  and  i  <^' 

lie  interrupted ;  but  let  h  (« 

deviation,  whether  short  or  iuug,  til 
despondency.  Consider  these  lailiti( 
to  all  mankind.  Begin  again  when 
and  endeavour  to  avoid  the  seduccia 
vailed  over  yau  before, 

"  This,  my  dear  Boswcll,  is  advi^ 
haps,  has  been  otlcn  given  you,  a| 
without  eflect.  Dut  tiiis  adviciv  If 
take  from  others,  you  must  take  4 
rcHections,  if  you  purpose  lo  do  till 
station  to  whicti  the  bounty  of  V[ 
called  you. 

*'  I^t  me  have  a  long  letter  from  \ 
you  can.  I  hope  you  continue  youi 
enrich  it  with  many  obsen'atioiifr  up4 
in  which  you  reside.  It  will  be  a 
can  get  me  any  books  in  the  Frbick 
can  inquire  how  the  poor  are  maie 
Seven  FrovincoSv  I  am,  d 
affectionate  servant, 

I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that 
own  ininuies,  uor  in  mj  l«^tter«] 
which  have  been  pre^rved  bj  hit 
any  information  how  the  poor 
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in  the  Seven  Provinces.  But  I  eball  extract 
from  one  of  my  letters  what  I  learnt  concern- 
ing the  other  subject  of  his  curiosity. 

"  I  have  made  all  pouible  inquirj  with  respect 
to  the  Frinek  language,  and  find  that  it  has  been 
lea  cultivated  than  any  other  of  the  northern  dia- 
lect! ;  a  certain  proof  of  which  is  their  deficiency  of 
booka.     Of  the  old  Frisick  there  arc  no  remains, 
eieepC  tonie  ancient  laws  preserved  by  SchotanuM  in 
his    *  Btwchrifvingt  van  die  Heerlykeid    van  FrieS' 
laad  .-*  and  bis  '  Hittoria  Fruica*     I  have  not  yet 
bccQ  able  to  find  these  books.      Professor  Trotz, 
who  fSirnierly  was  of  the  University  of  Vranyken 
IB  Friesland,  and  is  at  present  preparing  an  edition 
of  all  the  Frisick  laws,  gave  me  this  information. 
Of  die  modern  Frisick,  or  what  is  s|)oken  by  the 
boors  of  this  day,  I  have  procured  a  specimen.     It 
ii  *  GiAart  Jajpix'a  Rymderit,'  which   is  the  only 
book  thai  they  have.    It  u  amazing  that  they  have 
DO  translation  of  the  bible,  no  treatises  of  devotion, 
nor  even  any  of  the  ballads  and  story-books  which 
ire  so  agreeable  to  country   people.      You   shall 
have  Jbpir  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity.     I 
dadrt  not  to  pick  up  Schutanua.      Mynheer  Trotz 
kai  promised  me  his  assistance." 

Esriy  in  1764>  Johnson  paid  a  visit  to  tlie 
Liogton  fanuly,  at  their  seat  of  Lan^n  in 
Linrolnshire,  where  he  passed  some  time  much 
tA  kis  satisfaction.  His  friend  Bennct  Langton, 
itvill  vot  be  doubted,  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  moke  the  place  agreeable  to  so 
lUutrioBs  a  guest ;  and  the  elder  Mr.  Langton 
and  kis  lady,  being  fully  capable  of  under- 
nandiof  his  value,  were  not  wanting  in  atten- 
tioo.  He,  however,  told  me,  that  old  Mr. 
Ungtoo,  though  a  man  of  considerable  learn- 
ing, had  so  little  allowance  to  make  for  his 
oeosional  **  laxity  of  talk,"  that  because  in 
ibe  course  of  di-icui«sion  he  sometimes  nien- 
tioaed  what  might  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
pefoliar  tenets  of  the  Romish  church,  he  went 
io  hid  grave  believing  him  to  be  of  that  com- 
panion.' 

Johnson,  (luring  his  stay  at  Langton,  had 
the  sdvanta^re  of  a  good  library,  and  saw 
•ernal  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood.  I 
hare  obtained  from  Mr.  Langton  the  following 
pirticulars  of  tliis  period. 

He  was  now  fully  convinced  ^  that  he  could 
iHiC  have  been  satisfied  with  a  country  living; 
fur,  talking  of  a  respectable  clergyman  in  Lin- 
oJuhire,  he  observc<l, "  This  man,  Sir,  fdls  u]) 
the  duties  of  his  life  well.  I  approve  of  him, 
but  could  not  imitate  him.*' 

To  a  lady  who  endeavoured  to  vindicate 
herself  from  blame  for  neglecting  social  atten- 


I  %mfa$L,  Afiil  \77Cu  an  aiMcdote  that  does  not  lay  much 
fer  Mr.  LangteHi'c  learning  or  even  gi><>d  tense —  (^bokkr. 

>  IliU  alludes  to  ihn  olKrr  to  him  of  the  liring  of  I^ntrton. 
Im  MMr,  p.  IC7.     The  cler|t7ni<ui  wu  probnhly  the  person  I 
Sk%  oa  bu  refuial.  had  bci^n  nominRtod.  —  Ckokbr.  I 

'  Tkis  ring  It  nnw.  as  Dr.  Harwond  informs  me,  inAhe  I 
■■■MiDaorMr*.  PeafMMi.— CaoKBs,  lH3t.  I 

*  JakMon.  8ft  Mri.  Piotii  tells  us.  called  Sir  Joshua  their  j 

■  k  «M  JohQton'i  orlpnal  Intention,  that  the  number  of 


tion  to  worthy  neighbours,  by  saying  "  I  would 

fo  to  them  if  it  would  do  them  any  good ;  '* 
e  said,  "  What  good.  Madam,  do  you  expect 
to  have  in  your  power  to  do  them?  It  is 
showing  them  respect,  and  that  is  doing  them 
good." 

So  socially  accommodating  was  he,  that 
once,  when  Air.  Langton  and  he  were  driving 
together  in  a  coach,  and  Mr.  Langton  com- 
plained of  being  sick,  he  insisted  that  they 
should  go  out,  and  sit  on  the  back  of  it  in  the 
open  air,  which  they  did.  And  being  sensible 
how  strange  the  appearance  must  be,  observed, 
that  a  countryman  whom  they  saw  in  a  field 
would  probably  be  thinking,  "If  these  two 
madmen  should  come  down,  what  would  be- 
come of  me  ?  " 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

••  London.  Jan.  la  1764. 

"  Mt  DxAa, —  I  was  in  hopes  that  you  would 
have  written  to  me  before  this  time,  to  tell  me  that 
your  house  was  finished,  and  that  you  were  happy 
in  it.  I  am  sure  I  wish  you  happy.  By  tlio 
carrier  of  this  week  you  will  receive  a  l)OZ,  in  which 
I  have  put  some  books,  most  of  which  were  your 
poor  dear  mammals,  and  a  diamond  ring*,  which  I 
hope  you  will  wear  as  my  new  year's  gift.  If  you 
receive  it  with  as  much  kindness  as  1  send  it,  you 
will  not  slight  it ;  you  will  be  very  fund  of  it. 

**  Pray  give  my  service  to  Kitty,  who,  I  hope, 
keeps  pretty  well.  I  know  not  now  when  I  shall 
come  down ;  1  believe  it  will  not  be  very  soon. 
But  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  you  from  time  to 
time. 

*•  I  wish  you,  my  dearest,  many  happy  years ; 
take  what  care  you  can  of  your  health.     I  am,  my 
dear,  your  aHTectionate  humble  servant^ 
—  Pmrson  MSS.  «  Sam.  Joiiksoh."] 

Soon  after  his  return  to  London,  which  was 
in  February,  was  founded  that  Ci-un  which 
existed  long  without  a  name,  but  at  Mr. 
Garrick's  funeral  became  distinguished  by  the 
title  of  Tub  Literabt  Ci.un.  Sir  Jo:ihua 
Reynolds  hjul  the  merit  of  being  the  first  pro- 
j)oser  of  it*;  to  which  John.son  acceded,  and 
the  original  members  were,  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds, Dr.  tlohnson,  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  l)r. 
Nugent,  Mr.  Beauclerk,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr. 
(roldsmith,  Mr.  Chamier,  and  Sir  John 
Hawkins.  They  met  at  the  Turk's  Head,  in 
Gcrrard  Street,  Soho,  one  evening  in  every 
week,  at  seven,  and  generally  continued  their 
conversation  till  a  uretty  late  hour.^  Tliis 
club  has  been  gradually  increased  to  its  present 


this  club  should  not  nzceed  nine,  but  Mr.  Dyer,  a  member 
of  that  In  Ivy  I^nc  before  spoken  of,  and  who  for  some  vMrt 
had  l>oen  abroad,  made  his  appe-aranee  among  them,  and  was 
cordially  receif  ed.  Tho  hours  which  Johnson  spent  in  this 
socioty  seamed  to  be  the  hanpiest  of  his  life.  He  would  oftpn 
applaud  his  own  saRocity  in  the  selection  of  it,  and  wa^  so 
constant  at  Us  mcoliugs  as  never  to  absent  himself.  It  is 
true,  he  rame  la^e,  but  then  he  stayed  late,  for,  as  baa  been 
already  s.dd  uf  him.  he  little  reganled  hours.  Our  evening 
toakt  was  the  utoito  of  Padre  Paolo, "Esto  per|ietua."  A 
M  2 
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[1791]  numlier,  thirty-five.  AiW  about  ten 
years,  iustL'jwl  of  supping  wevkly,  it  was 
rL»!»i>lvcd  t*>  dlijo  together  once  ti  fortnight 
duriuiof  the  mw.*tin^  of  Farliainent.  Their 
ori;^u»t  tavern  hiiviii^  bevn  converted  into  a 

Snvale  luMJse,  thev  moved  first  to  Prince's  in 
lU'Jcville  Street,  then  to  Le  Telier'i*  in  Dover 
Strei^t,  and  now  meet  at  Fawloc'«,  Sl  James's 
Street.  Between  the  time  of  its  fbrnmtion, 
iind  the  tune  nt  which  this  work  is  passing 
thmutfli  the  press  (June,  1792),  the  following 
nersona,  now  dead,  were  mcinbers  of  it  i  Mr. 
Dunning  (aftenvurda  Lord  Ashburton),  ^Ir. 
Saniwel  Dyer,  Mr,  Garriek,  Dr.  Shipley  Bishop 
of  St.  Aisaph,  Mr.  Ve*ey,  Mr.  Thomus  Warton, 
and  Dr.  Adam  Smith.  The  present  meuihers 
are,  Mr.  Burke,  Mi',  Langton,  Lord  Cborle- 
mont,  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  Dr.  Pen'y 
Bishop  of  Droinore,  Dr.  Barnartl  Bishop  of 
KilhJuc,  Dr.  Murlay  Blahop  of  Clonfert,  Mr. 
Fox,  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  Sir  William  Scott, 
Sir  Joftieph  Baiik<,  Sir  Charletj  Bunbury,  Mr. 
Wij^dliuiu  of  Norfolk,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr. 
Gibbon,  Sir  William  Jone?,  Mr.  Colman,  Mr. 
SteeveuK,  Dr.  Burney,  Dr.  Joseph  "WartOD,  Mr, 
Mulone,  Lord  Ossory,  Loril  Spencer,  Lord 
Luean,  Lord  Paimerstton,  Lord  Eliot,  I^ord 
Macartney,  Mr.  Kichard  Burke  junior,  Sir 
VVilUiitn  Hamilton,  Dr.  Warren,  Mr.  Courtcuay, 
Dr.  llinchlilfe  Bishop  of  Pelerborough,  tie 
Duke  of  Leeds,  Dr.  Douglaa  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury, and  the  writer  of  this  account. 

Sir  John  Hawkins  represents  himself  [Z«/!r, 
p.  425.}  as  n  ^"^  Mcceder"  from  this  Kiciety,  and 
assigns  as  the  reason  of  his  **^  withdrawing^** 
himself  from  it,  that  its  late  hours  were  incon- 
sistent with  his  domestic  arrangement*,  In 
this  he  is  not  accurate  ;  for  the  fact  wuj,  that 
he  one  evening  attacked  Mr.  Burke  in  so 
rude  u  manner,  that  all  the  conjpany  testified 
ehfir  displeasure.;  and  at  their  neit  uieeting 
their  reception  was  such,  that  he  never  came 
again."  ' 

He  is  eouolly  inaccurate  with  rosjioct  to 
Mr.  Garriek,  of  whom  he  says,  *'  He  trusted 
that  the  least  intimation  of  a  desire  to  come 
amouj;  us,  would  procure  him  a  ready  admis- 
sion :  "  but  in  this  he  was  mistaken.     Johnson 


CAIJ  J'.iU   .HtM><ruiii|l    .  Hi 

liUiniMn  bul  chlrfly  1li< 
—  Uaipkmt.    "  lit   wni 


.l*<^  by  her  bcMi-  '    ■     •.    i  -  ^ 

irrcMlirp  jc^ 

;•    ttintirr,    ni    .     . 

'      H    '.tit    ciiin  ' 
.  ♦■•►t  iif  UterAr  r- 

...> i.Jab,"  an  ApiH-ii.. i  it 

>  ntcii,.  —  At  thoM  niveilnp,  Johntoti,  «i 

ry  wherr,  ItNl  tb«  sonrvrMtlan.  yet  vu  ho 

J  III  iinn^f'H  thut  imxTiortlj-,  which,  *oin« 

r,     He  \%Ad  »c«n 

wsu  aot  to  bt 

1  thitt  dftgTe«  of 

I   rvkltc'd  him.     Ttili 

•  'i  by  tho»e  who  »en> 

«l  k  rendered  him  itn 

Jiicouriu  wa,*  mlsrel- 

wrtv  ■1«MH>  «£lud(Hl. 

itn^  ttien,'*  tAjt  Mrr 


•   EHhor  Mr*.  Monm**i,   Mr.    VV«e;r,  or  Mrf.  Ord.— Mr. 
Penninjyton(MU«  C»rtiir*i  oojiti**)   Ibou^lit  ihe  Utter.— 

CttUCkK. 


consulted  me  upon  it ;  and  when  I 
uo  objection  to  receiving  him,  excl 
will   disturb    us    by  his   buffoonery^ 
afterwards  so  managed  matters,  th 
never  formally  proposed,  and,  by  w 
never  admitted,   * 

In  justice  both  to   ilr.  Garrick 
Johnson,  I  think  it  nccessanf  to  rectif 
mis-statement.     The  truth  is,   that 
lon^  aft^r  the  institution  of  our 
Joshua  Reynolds  was  fsneakinc  of  it 
rick.     "I  like  it  much, '  said  Tip  ;  '*] 
shall  be  of  you."  When  Sir  Joshua 
this  to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  was  much  dl^p] 
with  the  actor's  conceit.  '*  He'll  he  o/ 
Johnson,  *^  how  does  he  know  we  wi 
him?  the  first  duke  in  England  hiK 
to    hold    such    lan^a^e."      Howe^ 
Garrick  was    regularly  proposed 
afterwards,  Johnson,  though  he  had 
momentary  offence  at  his  arroff.^ncj*, 
and    kindly  supportxid  hiin,    and   he 
cordingly  elected  [Marcfi^  1773],  wj 
agreeable  member,  and  contuuied 
our  meetings  to  the  time  of  his  tleatl 

Mrs.  Fiozzi  ^  has  also  griven  a  si 
presentation  of  Johnson's  treatment 
m  this  particulaft  as  if  he  had  used 
teroptuous  expreseions :  '^  If  Gi 
apply,  ril  bla<^^-kliall  him.  —  Surely, 
to  sit  in  a  society  like  our^ 


Unelbow*d  by  a  gamester,  pimp,  or 


I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  by  such  nn 
tionable  authority  as  that  of  Sir  Joshua 
nolds  *,  as  well  as  from  my  own  knowl 
vindicate  at  once  the  heart  of  Johi 
soiial  merit  of  Garrick. 

In  this  year,  except  what  he  may 
in  revising  Shaks|)care,  we  do  luit  * 
laboured  much   in  literature.      lU 
review  of  Grainffcr's  '*  Sugar  Cane,"  a 
in  the  London  Chronicle.     He  (old  mt 
Dr.  Percy   wrot^  the  greatest  part    ol 
review  ;  but,  I  imagine, lie  did  not  n     " 
distinctly,  for  it  appeann  to  l>e  moat 
altogether,  his  own.    He  alao 


I  "on  *  Fridfly  nkirht.  ■>  ■ 

fiither.   who  »ai    s 

tiid  John*uiii  foU  n  r  I. 
'^1    Hint  di«h  MMin  Jkltrr  hi*  itr-nn,  (ir:«i  rmsv 
de«.r  friend.  I  4liidl  hPtvr  eat  o«icl«t  with  tM-rr  . 
in  an  a^ont/."  ~  Ciiokeh 


HAwkiQi.  wiLi  iiml  kiiliiUu-u  till  (kioiRT.  i;;:^  )< 
hftU  Mt  tbf  club.    Blimey,  lu  rvlAtluf  l|i« 

nttn'-'  jJ'fi  /wm*.  —  Ciiokiit.  ' 

'  mt  ''oetrsr  "  vkiH 


from  the  Club,  leem  to  accrl^dlt  Mr«.  PtOiirt 
Ckukbr. 
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'ritical  Review,  an  account  f  of  Goldsmith's 
zcellent  poem,  *'  The  Trayeller.'* 
The  ease  and  independence  to  which  he  had 
ft  kst  attuned  bj  royal  munificence,  increased 
is  natund  indolence.  In  his  "  Meditations," 
p.  53.]  he  thus  accuses  himself: 

•*  Good  Fkidat,  April  20.  1764 1  have  made 

0  reformation  ;  I  have  lived  totally  useless,  more 
nkHial  in  thought,  and  more  addicted  to  wine  and 
Mat." 

And  next  morning  he  thus  feelingly  com- 
huaa :  — 

**  My  indolence,  since  my  last  reception  of  the 
■cramcnt,  has  sunk  into  grosser  sluggishness,  and 
By  disMpation  spread  into  wilder  negligence.  My 
boogfats  have  been  clouded  with  sensuality ;  and, 
nnpt  that  from  the  beginning  of  this  year  I  have, 
a  tome  measure,  forborne  excess  of  strong  drink, 
nay  appetites  have  predominated  over  my  reason. 
A  kind  of  strange  oblivion  has  overspread  me,  »o 
that  I  know  not  what  has  become  of  the  last  year  ; 
and  perceive  that  incidents  and  intelligence  pass 
over  roe  without  leaving  any  impression." 

He  then  solemnly  says,  "  This  is  not  the  life 
to  which  heaven  is  promised ; "  and  he  ear- 
nestly reaolTes  an  amendment 

['Eartcr-day,  April  22.  17G4.  Having,  before 
I  wcBt  to  bed,  composed  the  foregoing  meditation, 
ud  die  Ukiwing  prayer,  I  tried  to  compose  my- 
kIA  but  dcpt  unquietly.  I  rose,  took  tea,  and 
pnjed  tot  rciolution  and  perseverance.  Thought 
on  Tetty,  dear  poor  Tetty,  with  my  eyes  full.  I 
*ci)t  to  dinrch  ;  came  in  at  the  first  of  the  Psalms, 
and  aidaivoured  to  attend  the  service,  which  1 
vent  through  without  perturbation.  After  sermon, 
I  iwommended  Tetty  in  a  prayer  by  herself;  and 
taj  hthsT,  mother,  brother,  and  Bathurst,  in  an- 
other. I  did  it  only  once,  so  far  as  ft  might  be 
hvftil  for  me. 

**  1  then  prayed  for  resolution  and  perseverance 
to  amend  my  life.  I  receivwl  soon  :  the  communi- 
Bum  were  many.  At  tlic  altar,  it  occurred  to  me 
!hat  I  ought  to  form  some  resolutions.  I  resolved, 
■  the  presence  of  God.  but  witliout  a  vow,  to 
cpel  sinful  thoughts,  to  study  eight  hours  daily, 
■d,  I  think,  to  go  to  church  every  Sunday,  and 
■d  the  Scriptures.  I  gave  a  shilling ;  and  seeing 
poor  girl  at  the  sacrament  in  a  bedgown,  g.ive  bvr 
rivatdy  a  crown,  though   I  saw    Hart's  Hymns' 

1  her  hand.  I  prayed  earnestly  fur  amendment, 
id  npeated  my  prayer  at  home.  Dined  with 
Gb  W[illiam<(]  ;  went  to  prayers  at  church  ;  wi>nt 
>— —  ■,  fpent  the  evening  not  pleasantly. 
iwidoil  wine,  and   tempered  a  very  few    glasses 


I "  Rjmns  cnmpntpd  nn  rarinii*  Sultjcrtii,  by  the  Rrv. 
to  Hart,  of  Ihf>  Grrj  Friars'  Churrh,  Fdinburfih  ;  with  a 
M  Ace«»unt  of  ihf  Author's  Kxporienco."  I'imo.  17-VJ. 
ta -  Mtamgk  "  i*  h«fr<>  >«Ty  charattfrinir —  Croker. 
>  Br.  Hall  fiNind,  In  the  nriginAl  M.S.,  inxtpad  of  this 
■^  tk*  iHXrrs  Dari,  followed  bj  some  other  letters 
Ml  ar>  nirfdhle.  They,  no  doubt,  meant  either  Davir$, 
tlMfeMilrr,  or  Dand  Garrick  ;  most  likely  the  former — 

VtOt^Mf.  p- ICT  -  r. 

Sft  *Br4  to  t>e  imiirined  at  Mr.  Thrile'*,  when  John^'-in 
■pita  a  wifidow  or  corner  of  the  ro<im,  by  perreivinfc  his 
and  hnarinK  a  murmur  without  audiltlearticu. 
he  was  praying ;  but  this  was  nut  alvayt  the 


with  sherbet.  Came  home  and  prayed.  I  saw  at 
the  sacrament  a  man  meanly  dressed,  whom  I  have 
always  seen  there  at  Easter."  '] 

It  was  his  custom  to  observe  certain  days 
with  a  pious  abstraction  :  viz.  New-year's-day, 
the  day  of  his  wife's  death,  Good  Friday. 
Easter-day,  and  his  own  birth-day.  He  this 
year  [on  his  birth-day]  says, 

*'  I  have  now  spent  fifty-five  years  in  resolving ; 
having,  from  the  earliest  time  almost  that  I  can  re- 
member, been  forming  schemes  of  a  better  life.  I 
have  done  nothing.  The  need  of  doing,  therefore, 
is  pressing,  since  the  time  of  doing  is  short.  O 
God,  grant  me  to  resolve  aright,  and  to  keep  my 
resolutions,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Amen.** 

Such  a  tenderness  of  conscience,  such  a 
fervent  desire  of  improvement,  will  rarely  be 
found.  It  is,  surely,  not  decent  in  those  who 
are  hardened  in  indifference  to  spiritual  im- 
provement, to  treat  this  pious  anxiety  of  John- 
son with  contempt. 

About  this  time  he  was  afTlicted  with  a  very 
severe  return  of  the  hyi)ochondriac  disorder, 
which  was  ever  lurking  about  him  He  was 
so  ill,  as,  notwithstanding  his  remarkable  love 
of  company,  to  be  entirely  averse  to  society, 
the  moat  fatal  symptom  of  that  malady.  Dr. 
Adams  told  me,  that,  as  an  old  friend,  he  was 
admitted  to  visit  him,  and  that  he  found  him 
in  a  deplorable  state,  sighinsr,  groaning,  talking 
to  himself,  and  restlessly  wslking  from  room  to 
room.  He  then  used  this  emphatical  expression 
of  the  misery  which  he  felt :  "  I  would  consent 
to  have  a  limb  amputated  to  recover  my 
spirits." 

Talking  to  himself  was,  indeed,  one  of  his 
singularities  ever  since  I  knew  him.  I  wi^ 
certain  that  he  was  frequently  uttering  pious 
ejaculations ;  for  fragments  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer  have  been  distinctly  overheard.-*  His 
friend  Mr.  Thomas  Davies,  of  whom  Churchill 
says, 

"  That  Davies  hath  a  very  pretty  wife  ; " 

when  Dr.  John.son  muttered  "  lea<i  us  not  into 
temptation" — used  with  wnggish  and  gallant 
humour  to  whis|K»r  ^Irs.  Davies,  "You,  my 
dear,  are  the  cause  of  this." 

He  had  another  j>articularity,  of  which  none 
of  his  friends  ever  ventured  to  ask  an  explanii- 
tion.  It  apjK'arcd  to  me  some  superstitious 
habit,  which  he  had  contract^'d  early,  and 
from  which  he  had  never  called  upon  his 
reason    to    (li!jentan";le    him.      This   was  his 


case,  for  I  was  once,  perhaps  unpereel»ed  by  him,  writing  at 
a  table,  so  near  the  place  of  his  retreat,  that  I  heard  him 
re|ie.uinf  some  lines  in  an  ode  of  Horace,  over  and  orer 
AK"!".  a*  If  hy  iteratiim  to  exercise  the  organs  of  speech,  and 
tix  the  ode  in  his  memory :  — 

•*  Audiet  elves  accuisse  ferrum 
Quo  Kraves  PrruB  melius  perlrent, 
Audii-t  pugnas    ...      *' 

*'  Our  son^  shall  hear,  shall  hear  to  latest  times, 
or  Koman  arnik  with  civil  gore  imbued. 
Which  better  liad  the  rer>ian  foe  subdued." Francis, 


It  was  during  the  American  war. 
M  3 
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anxious  care  to  ^o  out  or  in  at  a  door  or 
[)aA.HA2e,  bv  ft  certain  number  of  stejjs  from  a 
eertiim  nuiiit^  ur  at  leiist  so  as  that  eitbcr  liis 
rh^hl  or  hi«*  \et\  ft>ot  (1  am  not  certain  which) 
should  constantly  make  the  first  oetuol  move> 
ment  when  he  came  dmc  to  the  door  or 
[iHSMjii;.  Thus  1  coujecture  :  for  I  have,  upon 
mnnmerftble  occasions,  observed  him  suddenly 
Btop,  and  then  seem  to  count  hb  etepa  with  a 
dwp  earnestness  ;  und  when  he  hiid  neglected 
or  gone  wrong  in  thi^  sort  of  magical  move- 
ment, I  have  seen  him  go  back  n'ram,  put  him- 
self iu  a  proper  posture  to  begin  the  ceremony, 
and^  having  irone  through  it,  break  from  his 
iU>strttction,  walk  brL-skly  on,  and  join  bis  coro- 
|)anion.  A  stTan^e  imtance  of  something  of 
thid  nature,  even  when  on  horseback,  happened 
when  he  was  in  the  I:ite  of  Sky  [V2th  Oeiober^ 
1773].  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  has  observed 
him  to  go  a  good  way  about,  rather  than 
cross  a  particular  alley  in  Leicester  Fields; 
but  this  Sir  Joshua  imputed  to  his  having  hod 
stHue  disagreeable  recollection  associated  with 
it.' 

That  the  most  minute  singularitloa  which 
belonged  to  him,  and  made  very  observable 
porla  of  hts  appearance  and  manner*  may  not 
be  omitted,  it  is  requisite  to  mention,  that, 
while  talking,  or  even  musing  as  he  sat  in  his 
chair,  he  commonly  held  his  head  to  one  eide 
towards  his  right  shoulder,  and  shook  it  in  a 
treuiidou5  manner,  moving  his  body  backwards 
and  forward*,  and  rubbing  his  left  knee  iu  the 
same  direction,  with  the  palm  of  his  hand.  In 
the  interval  of  articular ing  he  made  various 
sounds  with  his  mouth,  «<mu*timeii  as  if  rumi- 
nating, or  what  is  called  chewing  the  cud, 
shmelimcs  giving  a  half  whistle,  sometimes 
making  his  long\ie  ]»Iaj'  baokwiirds  from  the 
roof  of  his  mouth,  an  if  cluckiug  like  a  hen, 
and  sometimes  protruding  it  agaiiiiit  his  upper 
gums  in  front,  as  if  pronouncing  quickly, 
under  his  breath,  tao^  ttw^  tot) :  all  this  accom- 
panied sometimes  with  a  thouiihtful  look,  but 
more  fre<(uently  with  a  smile.  Generally,  when 
he  haii  concluded  a  jKjriod,  in  the  courae  of  a 
di^put*?,  by  which  time  he  wo*  a  good  deal 
•♦xhau^iteti  by  violenre  and  vociferation,  he 
used  to  blow  out  his  breath  like  a  whale.  This, 

*  %'f\  Mstf.  p.  41 ,  hU  conduct  at  Mr.  DnnliM'*.  which 

♦4  .  c  of  tbeuma  kind.    Df.  Fl»her,  Mnitrr  o( 

O.  >  i4«,  told  me,  that  Id  walliiriK  on  the  uiiiid-^ 

r,,i  f-Hy  Coll*^",  li?  mmild  nnt  %i^j>  nfi  tiw  Jiinc- 

t,,:  I.-..  „....., ,.ti i,...- ►....   o.i,    i.    ., 


I  suppose,  was  n  relief  to  his  luugR; 
in  hmi  to  be  a  contemptuous  mode 
sion,  as  if  he  had  nmde  the  argm 
opponent  fly  like  chalT  before  th« 

I  am  fully  aware  how  very  obvlou* 
Bion  I  here  give  for  the  sneering  joculi 
such  as  have  no  relish  of  an  exact  lil 
which  to  render  complete,  he  who  dj 
must  not  disdain  the  slightest  sir  ' 
witlingit  should  be  inclined  to  n: 
count,  let  them  have  the  canduui    n. 
what  I  have  offered  in  my  defence. 

He  was  for  some  time  i"  tli^  sntTi 
Easton  Alaudit,  Northami 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Percy,  now  J 
Whatever  dissatisfaction  he  felt  at  w 
eonsiflcred  as  a  slow  progre**  in  int*tl 
improvement^  we  find  lliai  his  he* 
tender,  and  his  affections  waim,  as  u 
from  the  following  very  kind  letter :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLD^ 
In  Leicettcr  Field*,  ■ 

••  Dkar  Sin,  —  I  did  not  Iivat  of  your  i 
till  I  heard  likewise  of  your  rccoTrrVt  and 
fore  escape  that  pari  of  your  pain,  which  L'v< 
must  fed,  to  whom  you  arc  known  as  j 
known  to  me. 

"  Having  had  no  particular  aocount  otyt 
order,  I  know  not  in  what  iitate  it  \ui&  lefi  | 
the  ftmn^enient  of  my  company  can  cxhtlai 
luaguor  of  a  slow  reeovery,  1  will  n.»'  '- ■■» 
to  come  to  you ;  for  I  know  noi  bo  ^ 
tually  promote  my  own  pleasure  ftft  '- 
or  my  own  interest  as  hy  preserving  you,  m 
if  I  should  lojie  you,  I  should  lone  aliaust  t 
man  whom  I  call  a  fricod. 

*"  Prny,  let  roe  hear  of  you  from  yotirwif, 
dear  Misii  Reynolds.  Make  my  compltn! 
Mr.  i\ludge«  j  am,  dear  Sir,  your  mo&t  «iTI» 
and  most  humble  servant,  Saji*  JofP 

"  At  the  Rev.  Mr.  Percy's,  at  CaMoa 
31fludit,  Nortbampton&Iure,  (by 
Castle  Ashby.)  Aug.  19.  176-I.'* 

Early  tn  the  year  1765  he  paid  a 
to  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
friend  Mr*  Beauclerk.  There  iv  a 
lurcaque  accotmt  of  his  behaviour 


eairh  llde  tbr  tfrrrtf  wr*  not  onlvonvlty  «tii| 
■tone  potU  w.T  '-  ', "  n,  to  pr«v«nl  tbt  aiMW 
c«rrlA«e«.    t  i  c,  as  h»  paw«d  ajeoi 

flbsenrt*.  be  <l>  1   hU  hcnd;  tMit  nluf 


•>uld  dw- 
riniAlivcMl 
\ch  rangvA 
Itroipect 
\Vu  were 
.•tpecUng 
KAkt/d  me, 

'U  a 


'i'ln^   Mr.   .Slktrul.iii  iUiiii- 

appear,  wo*  UIa  coQitiuit  i>j 

could  not  inform  rni*."  ^  I) 

Mr.  SanmH  Wlifttr.  tite  wriKr  ri 

bmted  »cboolma4t^r  la  tVublta,  re' 

attached  to  the  ShflridJtn  family.     t> 

and  hit  elder  brathrr  Cliarlm,  were  |tl/M-»'-ii  frrjt  ttA 

hit  tuition,  ai  v»t.  at  an  tntorrat  oFalmv*  Uilrtj 

friifiui  Thofna*  Mowr,  who.  In  hli  Ll(b  of  aiwrldat 

affbf!tloiut«  tribute  to  tbelr  c"r..m.^.i  r..»..«.,>. ..       f  < 

'  He  spent  pirU  of  th«  iii 
with  II14-,  accornpauiod  bj  > 
Mri.  Percy  found  a  very  agrt 


JEir.se. 
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in  the  Gentleman**  Magazine  for  March,  1785, 
heing  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  late  Dr. 
John  Sharp.* 

"^Cambndee,  March  1.  1765.— As  to  John- 

WD,  Tou  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  I  have 

had  nim  in  the  chair  in  which  I  am  now 

writing.    He  has  ascended  my  aerial  citadel. 

He  came  down  on  a  Saturday  evening,  with  a 

Mr.  Beaoclerk,  who  has  a  friend  at  Trinity 

[Mr.  Lister].     CalibatL,  you  may  be  sure,  was 

not  roused  from  his  lair  before  next  day  noon, 

and  his  breakfast  probably  kept  him  till  nin:ht. 

I  saw  nothing  of  nim,  nor  was  he  heard  of  by 

any  one,  till  Monday  afternoon,  when  I  was 

sent  for  home  to  two  gentlemen  unknown.    In 

conversation  I  nuide  a  strange  faux  pas  about 

Bumaby  Greene's  poem  ^,  in  which  Johnson  is 

drawn  at  full  length.     He  drank  his  large 

pota^on  of  tfa  with  me,  interrupted  hy  many  an 

indignmd  contradictiom^  and  many  a  noble  senti- 

mnd.    He  hod  on  a  better  wig  than  usual,  but 

one  whose  curls  were  not,  like  Sir  Cloudcsley's, 

*  formed  for  eternal  buckle.*  Our  conversation 

was  chiefly  on  books,  you  may  be  sure,      lie 

was  much  plcaseil  with  a  small  Milton  of  mine, 

published  m  the  author  s  lifetime,  and  with  the 

Greek  epigram  on  his  own  cfhgy,  of  its  being 

the  pictarc,  not  of  him,  but  or  a  bad  painter. 

Tbere  are  many  manuscript  stanzas,  for  aught 

I  knoir,  in  Milton*s   own    handwriting,   and 

wvend  interlined  hints  and  fragments.    "We 

vera  puziled  about  one  of  the  sonnets,  which 

we  thongiit  was  not  to  be  found  in  Newton's 

<*<£tiOD,  and  differed  from  all  the  printed  ones. 

But  Johnson  cried,  *  No,  no !  *  repeated  the 

wliole  sonnet  instantly,  memoriter^  and  showed 

it  lu  in  Newton's  book.   Afler  which  he  Icarn- 

ftily  harangued  on  sonnet-writing,    and    its 

*li^rent  numlx*rs.     lie  tolls  me  he  will  come 

hither  ag:un  quickly,  and  is  promised  *  an  habi- 

Uiion  in  Emanuel  College'   [with  Dr.  Fanner] . 

\h  went  hack  to  town  next  morning ;  but  ns 

it  Iwgan  to  be  known  that  he  was  in  the  univer- 

litT,  several  persons  ^ot  into  his  company  the 

last  evening  at  Trinity,   where^   about  tirehe, 

he  began  to  be  very  great ;  stripped  poor  Mrv. 

Mactaday  to  the  very  skin,  then  gnre  her  for  his 

Inasf^  and  drank  her  in  two  bumpers.^*  ^ 

The  strictnc?*  of  his  self-oxiuninution,  and 
HTupulous  Christian  humility,  a]>peur  in  his 
pkiu*  meditation  on  £aster-duy  this  year. 


*  Dr.  John  Sharp,  prindwn  of  Sharp.  Archbishop  of 
T«ra.  iDd  ••iQ  of  the  Arrhdi-.-iTfln  of  Durham,  in  which  prp- 
tmw¥BS  h?  wccudi'd  hit  father.  He  wan  a  iirmdIht  of 
TriaitT  ColleiEc,  Cambridge.     He  dit^  In  1792.  a({e«l  CD.  — 

s  Edward  Biimahr,  who  took  the  name  of  Greene,  piih> 
ia  ITSfi  411  im'tutian  of  the  lOth  Kp.  of  the  Fint  Houk 
He  A\*A  in  l7>tS.  —  Crokeb. 


>  or  Cfaii  ■''tter  BovweU  had  quoted  onl^  the  two  paranraphi 
io   lulici.  addiaR  thafthej  were\er7  cbaracterlt- 
the  rest  !•  equally  ao.—  Crokkr. 


*  TVis  and  Ihr  following  letter  are  from  the  nrieinaU  in 
%mwmi»uUm  nf  Mr.  UpcoCt.  It  would  be  r  great  palliation 
#  JMBs^ni't  111  humour  toward*  Girrick.  if  hn  wrs  under 
thai  Garrlck  had  not  »ub*cribed  to  lii«  Shake- 


"  I  purpose  again  to  partake  of  the  blessed  sacra- 
ment ;  yet  when  I  consider  how  vninly  1  have 
hitherto  resolved,  at  this  aimual  commemoration 
of  my  Saviour's  death,  to  regulate  my  life  by  his 
laws,  I  am  almost  afraid  to  renew  my  resoludons.** 
[p.  61.] 

The  concluding  words  are  very  remarkable, 
and  show  that  he  laboured  under  a  severe 
depression  of  spirits. 

**  Since  the  last  Easter  I  have  reformed  no  evil 
habit;  my  time  has  been  unprofitably  spent,  and 
seems  as  a  dream  that  has  left  nothing  behind,  itfy 
memory  grows  confused,  and  1  know  not  how  the  days 
pass  over  me.     Good  Lord,  deliver  me !  ** 

[He  proceeds :  — 

*'  I  purpose  to  rise  at  eifi;ht»  because,  though  I 
.shall  not  yet  rise  early,  it  will  be  much  earlier  than 
I  now  rise,  for  I  often  lie  till  two,  and  will  gain  me 
much  time,  and  tend  to  a  conquest  over  idleness, 
and  give  time  for  other  duties.  I  hope  to  rise  yet 
earlier." 

'^  I  invited  home  with  me  the  man  whose  pious 
behaviour  I  had  for  several  years  observed  on  this 
day,  and  found  him  a  kind  of  Methodist,  full  of 
texts  but  ill-instructed.  I  talked  to  him  with 
temper,  and  offered  him  twice  wine,  which  he  re- 
fu.sed.  I  sufiercd  him  to  go  without  the  dinner 
which  I  had  purposed  to  give  him.  I  thought  thia 
day  that  there  was  something  irregular  and  par- 
ticular in  his  look  and  gesture ;  but  having  in- 
tended to  invite  him  to  acquaintance,  and  having  a 
fit  opportunity  by  finding  him  near  my  own  seat 
afler  I  had  missed  him,  I  did  what  I  at  first  de. 
signed,  and  am  sorry  to  have  been  so  much  dis- 
appointed. Let  me  not  be  prejudiced  hereafter 
against  the  appearance  of  piety  in  mean  persona, 
who,  with  indeterminate  notions,  and  perverse  or 
inelo;;ant  conversation,  perhaps  are  doing  all  they 
can."] 


[JOHNSON  TO  GARRICK.* 

"  Mnj  is.  I7». 
'*  DxAa  Sir, —  I  know  that  {;reat  regard  will  be 
had  to  your  opinion  of  an  Edition  of  Shakspeare. 
I  de>irc,  therefore,  to  secure  an  honest  prejudice  in 
my  favour  by  securin;;  your  suflrage,  and  that  this 
prejudice  may  reuUy  Im  honi-st,  I  wish  you  would 
name  .«uch  plays  as  you  would  see,  and  they  shall 
be  sent  you  by.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
—  IJKott  MS'S.  ''Sam.  Johnson." 


GARRICK  TO  JOHNSON. 

"May  31.  176.V 
"  Vt.KR  Sib,  —  Mf  timthor  preatly  a«tonii«hed  me  thii 
moriiltiv'.  bv  axkinit  nii> '  If  1  was  a  subscriber  to  vour  Shak- 
sp4>are  ?  '  I  told  him,  yes,  that  1  was  one  of  the  nr*t,  and  as 
RiM>ii  as  I  heard  uf  your  intention  ;  and  that  I  ^ve  ymi.  at 
the  same  time,  nome  other  names,  among  which  were  the 
Duke  of  l)evon»hire,  Mr.  Bcighton.  &r.  I  cannot  Imme- 
diately have  recourse  to  my  memorandum,  though  I  re- 
memlxT  to  ha\-e  seen  it  Just  before  I  left  England.  I  hope 
that  ynu  will  recollect  it,  and  aot  think  me  capable  of 
negU-rting  to  make  you  so  trifling  a  compliment,  which  was 
doubly  due  from  me,  not  onlv  on  account  of  the  respect  I 
haro  always  had  for  your  abilities,  but  fk-om  the  sincere  re- 
gard I  iihall  errr  pav  to  your  nrieiidship.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
mnut  obedient  humble  servant,  David  Gakrick.*' 

—  Crmkkr. 

M   4 


JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  STRAHAN, 
Vnivmniijf  CaUege^  Oxford, 

•'  IfAy  IB.  17«, 

"Dbaii  Suu  — That  I  have  nnnweffd  neither  of 
your  lettcn  you  mu«t  not  impute  to  any  di^lension 
of  good  will,  but  merely  to  the  Mant  uf  Mjmcihing 
to  &Ay.  I  iaippoftc  you  pursue  your  studies  dili* 
geutly,  and  diligence  will  seldom  fail  of  succcm. 
Do  not  tire  yourwifso  much  with  Greek  one  day 
as  to  be  afraid  of  looking  on  it  t!ie  next ;  but  give 
it  a  certain  portion  of  time,  suppose  four  liourA, 
and  pnsK  the  rtst  of  tlie  day  in  Latin  or  English. 
I  would  hare  you  learn  French,  and  take  in  a 
literary  journal  once  a  month,  which  will  accustom 
you  to  various  subjects,  and  inform  you  what  leam- 
ing  is  going  forward  in  the  world.  Do  not  omit  to 
mingle  some  lighter  books  with  those  of  more  im- 
portance ;  that  which  is  read  rmniVto  antmo  is  often 
of  great  u«e,  and  takes  great  bold  of  the  remem> 
brancc.  However,  take  what  coun^e  you  will,  if 
you  be  diligent  you  will  be  a  scholar.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  yours  affectionately,  Sjiitf.  Jouksok."] 

— /?o#*  MSS. 

No  man  vrus  more  gtiitefuUv  sensible  of  any 
kindness  done  to  him  than  Johnson.  There 
h  a  Itttle  cireumstujice  in  his  iliary  this  ) eiir, 
wliich  shows  him  in  a  very  amiable  light. 

"July  2.  !  paid  Mr.  Simpson  ten  guineas,  which 
he  hftd  formerly  lent  me  in  my  necessity,  and  for 
which  Tetty  eipreaed  her  gratitude." 

''July  8.  I  lent  Mr.  Simpson  ten  guineas  more." 

Here  be  had  a  pleasing  opportunit  j  of  doing 
the  same  kindness  to  an  old  friend,  which  be 
had  formerly  received  from  him.  Indeed  his 
liberality  as  to  money  waa  xery  remarkable. 
The  next  article  in  bis  diary  is,  **  July  16th» 
I  received  seventy-five  pornida.'  Lent  Mr. 
Dnvies  twenty- five.** 

Trinity  College,  Dublin,  at  this  time  gur- 
prised  Johnson  witii  a  spontoneouis  compliment 
of  the  highest  a^^adeiuIcHl  honours,  by  creating 
him  Doctor  of  Laws.  Tlie  diploma,  which  is 
m  my  pos$esaion«  iis  as  follows :  — 

*'  OMSlIi  US  aJ  quoi  prieientr*  litemt  pentnertnt, 
talntem.  .Vo«  Pr^rpotitnM  tt  Socii  Seniorea  CoUeffii 
Sttcrwfanct<e  et  indivitlmr  TrinittitiB  Rrffime  Kllza- 
hdtks  juxta  Dutitin,  tej/inmur,  Samuelt  Johnson, 
Armiiferfy^  oti  rtrrtgiam  $crifaontm  tteguntiatn  tt  utt' 
tiliifem,  ffrniiam  fOHcesMttm  /utMM^  pro  pradu  Doetora- 
tyM  in  ufriTtqwt  Jurr,  octatm  die.  Julii,  An  tut  I^emini 
miUfiino     iefirinf/rntegimo    trxagtsimo-quimtifh        in 


*  A  «^nsirt<?r'*  fNrnmon^  —  CHOCua 


itor  ori>attiiMlhioDM»  and 
wai  bom  at  Dub1in>  In 


inRir>  nrilp*  to  tliU  M  nrk 


t^^ms  ret  tettimoniHrn  tinfftdorMm  mam\ 
quo  iM  Ai4M  Nil m  Mr  ufjptitHimitM  ;  tiett. 
Jutii,  Anmo   UoiHini  mitie^imo  icfAimj/fH 


ClliL  CLKMUrr. 
Tuo,  WlUON. 


Fran.  Anok>w«. 


It.  Mt  I 
Mich 


This  uD^olictled  mark  of  duth 
ferred  on  ao  great  a  Hterjiry  c)i 
much  honour  to  the  judgment 
spirit  of  that  learned  body.  Johni 
letlged  the  favour  in  a  letter  to 
one  of  their  number. 


JOHNSON  TO  DR.   LELA! 


"  Johnaoti'i  Court,  FInet  Sj 
'■  LKt.  17,  IT** 

**Sia, —  Among  the  name*  «ubscribl 
f^ree  which   I    htive  had  the  honour 
from  the  University  ot  Dubtin,  I  Hnd  i 
I  have  any  personal   kiuiw ledge   but 
Andrewft  and  yourself. 

♦•  Men  can  be  estimated  by  thoisft 
them  not,  only  as  they  are  represent^ 
who  know  ihem ;  and  therefore  I  fl| 
ti).it  I  owe  much  of  the  pleasure  whi 
(inelion  gives  me,  to  your  cuncurrcni 
Andrews  in  recommending  me  to 
society, 

"  Having  desired  the  Provost  to 
general  tliauks  to  the  Univcrtity.  I  bi 
Sir,  will  accept  ray  particular  and  ill 
knowletlgmcnis.  I  am,  Sir,  your  mc 
and  raosl  humble  servant.  Sax.  Ji 

lie  appears  this  year  to  have  1 
with  a  temporary  fit  of  ambitiou, 
thought*   both   o!"  studying   law,  i 
gaging  in  politics.  His  "Prnjerfp, 
the  Studjr  of  Law  "  is  trulj  admm 

•*  Sept.  26,  1765.  Almighty  God. 
wisdom*  without  whose  help  re<iohitii 
without  who««  blesKing  iktudy  is  inetlcc 
me,  if  it  be  thy  will,  to  attain  such  kl 
m«y  qualify  me  to  direct  the  doubtful, 
the  ignorant  -,  to  prevent  wrongs  and  te] 
tentions;  and  grant  thut  I  may  use  th 
which  I  simll  attain,  to  thy  glory 
salvation,  for  Je«us  Chri«t'»  aake.     A; 

His  prayer  in  the  view  ofbeco 
tician  ih  entitled^  ^^Engan^ing  in 

H u,"  no  doubt,  his  frieml,  the^ 

William  Gerard  Hamilton '',  for  w 


»  HAwVIni  andMurphfUtourhtth^r  Jnhf 

-,  *^»,r,.,.i   -.rijYpnlpd   Dim  from  a»-t 

1  Vw?  fact  i^  trill? ;    h\,' 
<  used  tht;  tllle  of  t) 


that  thii  honour 


(in  (KI'Til  one.  md  *hrti   ffit'  ('xJortt 

un^Tucioutly  tea  )ear»  Inter,  he  UJi 
CHOKrn 

•  i;,.   ■  ■  ■■       ■       ■    '  ■ 

fax, 
Itrar  ■■•■ 

li^ilVtl   in    ..•■ ;,"     .    ■     


^^^attwite 
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ft  long  ac/|uaiataiice,  he  hod  a  great  esteem, 
lod  to  whose  cooyeraation  he  once  paid  this 
h^  compliment :  "  I  am  verj  unwilling  to  be 
im  alone,  Sir,  and  therefore  I  ^o  with  my 
companr  down  the  first  pair  of  stairs,  in  some 
hopes  that  they  may,  perhaps,  return  again ; 
I  go  with  you.  Sir,  as  far  as  the  street-door." 
In  what  particular  department  he  intended  to 
eog^ie  ^  does  not  appear,  nor  can  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton explain,     llis  prayer  is  in  general  terms  : 

** Enlighten  my  understanding  with  knowledge 
of  right,  and  govern  my  will  by  thy  laws,  that  no 
deceit  may  mislead  mc,  nor  temptation  corru})t  mc ; 
that  I  may  always  endeavour  to  do  good,  and 
I  hinder  eviU'**  [Amidst  all  the  hopes  and  fears  of 
this  world,  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me.] 

There  is  nothing  upon  the  subject  in  his 
diary. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

1763—1766. 

AtftmUann  with  the  TTiraks.  —  Pulilication  of  his 
SliakiptaTe.  —  Kenrick.  —  Detiicatioan.  —  Bosvell 
THunu  to  EmgLxnd. —  Voltairt  on  Pope  and 
Drydn,  —  GobUmitA'i  "  TravtUer,**  ami  "  De- 
mud  VSBage." —  Suppers  at  the  Mitre  resumed. 

—  "EljBo/  Happiness.^  —  **  Covrtinp  great  A/fB." 
—Camtnia. — Second  Sight. — Cornea. —  Rousseau. 

—  Smbor£naliom.  —  '*  Staking  Feraes.^'  —  Letters 
ta  ' 


I  Tins   year  was   distinguished    by   his   being 

<  intniduced  into  the  family  of  Mr.  Thriile,  one 

!  nf  the  most  eminent  brewers  in  Engluud,  and 

Bember  of   Farliomeiit  for   the   l>()rough  of 

Southwark.  Foreigners  are  not  a  little  unia/ed 

when  they  hear  of  brewers,  di:itillcr8,  and  men 

f  in  «imilar  departments  of  trade,  held  forth  as 

pfrrMins  of  considerable  conse<]uen(!C.     In  this 

great  commercial  country  it  is  natural  that  a 


thii,  bh  Mographrr  informs  us  (perhaps  un  the  authority  of 
tins  p*»M««>,  that  hp  meditatMl  takiti;;  an  active  part  in 
•olitKal  life:  he,  howpvcr,  did  rnM.  and  hi*  alliance  with 
Jijb:-.inii.  wbttrrer  it  was  intended  to  b*',sef>ni«  to  have  pru- 
*Ke4  little  or  noChin«.    He  died  in  1796 —  Crokrr. 

|q  tlw  prefan  to  a  late  collection  of  Mr.  llAmilton's 
,  it  has  been  ntnrrTcd  that  our  author  wa*,  by  tho 
iiij  of  Johnscm's  words,  "  led  to  suppose  that  he  was 
with  atem^-orary  fit  of  amiiition.  and  that  hence  he 
was  hkliieeri  to  apply  his  thouRhU  to  law  and  politics.  But 
Mr.  Boiwirn  was  certainly  mistaken  in  this  respect :  and 
MHav  words  merely  allude  to  Johnson's  having  at  that  time 
liml  toto  some  enmgement  with  Mr.  Hamllttm  occa«ton- 
^  Bo  fkimlib  bim  with  his  sf^timmts  on  tlie  great  p«ilicicnl 
■phswbtrb  should  be  considered  in  parliamfnt."    In  cnn- 


of  tiilt  engagement,  Johnson,  in  Novemb<T.  \7M, 
wnu  a  »»rT  valuable  trai 
Cm."  whien  It  printed  as  an  appendix  to  the  works  of 


valuable  tract,   entitled  "  Considerations  on 


niton,  published  br  T.  Payne  in  IW)A.  — MtLONS. 
c  doiibC  that  so  solemn  a  "  pntyfr,  on  mgaging 
for,"  most  have  had  a  serious  meaning  :  and  tho 
ai  to  "kupei  and  fears,"  tliough  omJtt<>(l  in  Boi- 

^jotaUon,  cmidrmsthis  opinion.  It  were  iMTh.ip«  vain 

■■■  to  tofoire  after  what  Mr.  Hamilton  prqfrsitd  nut  to 
ta  iti*  to  explain  :  bat  wo  may  be  sure  that  it  w.i<,  in 
'■  opinlun,  no  tuch   slight  and  casual   assittancu 


situation  wliich  produces  much  wealth  should 
be  con.sidered  as  very  respectable;  and,  no 
doubt,  honest  industry  is  entitled  to  esteem. 
But,  perhai)S,  the  too  rapid  advance  of  men 
of  low  extraction  ten(U$  to  lessen  the  value  of 
that  distinction  by  birth  and  gentility,  which 
has  ever  been  found  beneficial  to  the  grand 
scheme  of  subordination.  Johnson  used  to 
give  this  account  of  the  rise  of  Mr.  Tlirale*s 
father :  "  He  worked  at  six  shillings  a  week 
for  twenty  years  in  the  great  brewery,  which 
afterwards  was  his  own.  The  projirietor  of 
it  '•  hod  an  onlv  daughter,  who  was  married  to 
a  nobleman.  It  was  not  fit  that  a  peer  should 
continue  the  business.  On  the  old  man's 
death,  therefore,  the  brewery  was  to  be  sold. 
To  fin<l  a  purchaser  for  so  large  a  i)roperty  was 
a  difficult  matter ;  and,  afler  some  time,  it  was 
suggested,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  treat 
with  Thrale,  a  sensible,  active,  honest  man, 
who  had  been  employed  in  the  house,  and  to 
transfer  the  whole  to  him  lor  thirty  thousand 
pounds,  security  being  taken  upon  the  pro- 
perty. This  was  accordingly  settled.  In 
eleven  years  Thrale  paid  the  purchase-money, 
lie  occjuired  a  large  fortune,  and  live<l  to  1)e  a 
member  of  parliament  for  Southwark.^  But 
what  was  most  remarkable  was  the  liberality 
with  which  he  used  his  riches.  He  gave  his 
son  and  daughters  the  best  education.  The 
esteem  which  his  good  conduct  procured  him 
from  the  nobleman  who  had  married  his 
master's  daughter,  made  him  be  treated  with 
much  attention;  and  his  son,  both  at  si^hool 
and  at  the  university  of  Oxford,  associated 
with  young  men  of  the  first  rank.  His  allow- 
ance from  his  father,  afler  he  left  college,  was 
splendid;  not  less  than  a  thousand  a  year. 
This,  in  a  man  who  had  risen  as  old  Thrale  did, 
was  a  very  extraordinary  instance  of  gene- 
rosity. He  used  to  say,  "  If  this  young  (hig 
does  not  find  so  much  af^er  I  ain  gone  as  ho 
cx|K>ct^,  let  him  remember  that  he  has  a  great 
tleal  in  my  own  time." 

The  son,  though  in  affluent  circumstances, 
had  good  sense  enough  to  carry  on  his  father's 


a«  \%  !iui;ge«ted  in  the  foregoing  note.  From  a  letter  to 
Mlis  r«»rlpr  (pott,  January  \4.  17G0\  it  may  be  guessi-d.  that 
t\iU  eiigjigement  was  in  some  wav  connected  with  the  parlia- 
mentary session  ;  perhaps  an  alliance  to  write  pamphlets  or 
paragraphii,  or  to  prep.-ire  spoet'hes.  Whnterer  it  was,  It 
may  tw  inferred,  from  the  obscurity  in  which  they  involved 
and  left  it,  that  it  was  sanii>thlng  which  Johnson  did  not 
chose  to  talk  atmut.  nor  Hamilton  to  avow.  —  Croker. 

3  The  pretliK'ossor  of  old  Thrale  was  Edmund  Halsey,  R<q.; 
the  nobleman  wh«)  marriiHl  his  daughter  was  Lord  Cohham. 
great  uncle  of  the  Hnt  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  But  I  believe 
I)r.  Joliiikon  was  mistaken  in  asiigning  so  very  low  an 
origin  to  Mr.  Thrale.  The  clerk  of  St.  Albans,  a  very  aged 
man.  told  me,  that  he  (the  elder  Thrale)  married  a  sister  of 
Mr.  HaUey.  It  in  at  least  certain  that  the  fiunily  of  Thrale 
was  of  some  consideration  in  that  town :  in  the  abbey  church 
is  a  handsome  monument  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  John  Thrale, 
late  of  Ix>ndon.  merchant,  who  died  in  1704.  ageil  M,  Mar- 
garet his  wife,  and  three  of  their  children  who  died  young, 
between  the  years  1070 and  1(KN).  The  arras  upon  this  monu- 
ment are.  paly  of  eight,  j^u/rs  and  or,  impalinft,  erminr.  on  a 
<'hipf  liulented  wrt.  three  wolves*  (or  gryphons')  heads,  or, 
roiip<>d  .It  the  neck :  _  Clrett  on  a  ducal  coronet,  a  tree,  vert. 

—  Bl.AKKWAV. 

^  In  IT.TJ  he  served  the  office  of  high  sherilTfor  Surrey, 
lie  died  April  9.  17M Crokbr. 
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trade,  whlcli  was  of  such  extent,  that  I  re- 
member he  once  told  me,  he  would  not  quit  it 
for  an  annuity  of  ten  thousand  a  year : "  Not," 
said  he,  "  that  I  get  ten  thousand  a  year  by  it, 
but  it  is  an  estate  to  a  family."  Having  left 
daughters  only,  the  property  was  sold  for  the 
inmiense  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
thousand  pounds :  a  magnificent  proof  of  what 
may  be  done  by  fair  trade  in  a  long  period  of 
time. 

There  may  be  some  who  think  that  a  new 
system  of  gentility  *  might  be  established,  upon 
principles  totally  different  from  what  have 
nitherto  prevailed.  Our  present  heraldry,  it 
may  be  said,  is  suited  to  tne  barbarous  times 
in  which  it  had  its  origin.  It  is  chiefly  founded 
upon  ferocious  merit,  upon  military  excellence. 
Why,  in  civilised  times,  we  may  be  asked, 
should  there  not  be  rank  and  honours,  upon 
principles  which,  independent  of  lon^  custom, 
are  certainly  not  less  worthy,  and  which,  when 
once  allowed  to  be  connected  with  elevation 
and  precedency,  would  obtain  the  i^me  cUgnity 
in  our  imagination?  Why  should  not  the 
knowledge,  the  skill,  the  expertness,  the  as- 
siduity, and  the  spirited  hazards  of  trade  and 
commerce,  when  crowned  with  success,  be 
entitled  to  give  those  flattering  distinctions  by 
which  mankind  are  so  universally  captivated  r 

Such  are  the  specious,  but  false  arguments 
for  a  proposition  which  always  will  find  nu- 
merous advocates,  in  a  nation  where  men  are 
every  day  starting  up  from  obscuritv  to  wealth. 
To  refute  them  is  needless.  'jAie  general 
sense  of  mankind  cries  out,  with  irresistible 
force,  "  Un  gentilhomme  est  toujours  gentiU 
homme^  ^ 

Mr.  Thrale  had  married  Miss  Hesther 
Lynch  Salusbury,  of  good  Welsh  extraction,  a 
laay  of  lively  talents,  improved  by  education. 
That  Johnson's  introduction  into  Mr.  Thrale*s 
family,  which  contributed  so  much  to  the  hap- 
piness of  his  life,  was  owing  to  her  desire  for 
his  conversation,  is  a  very  probable  and  the 


1  Mr».  Burnoy  Informs  me  that  she  heard  Dr.  Johnson 
aay,  "  An  English  merchant  ii  a  new  species  or  gentleman." 
He,  perhaps,  had  in  hit  mind  the  rollowing  ingenious  passage 
in  " Th«  Conscious  Lovers,"  Act  iv.  Scene  2..  where  ^lr. 
Sealaud  thus  addresses  Sir  John  Bcvil :  —  **  GiTe  me  leave 
to  tay,  that  we  merchants  are  a  species  of  gentry  that  have 
grown  into  the  world  this  last  century,  and  are  as  honour- 
able, and  almost  aa  useful,  as  you  landed-folks,  that  have 
always  thought  yourselves  so  much  above  us  ;  for  your 
trading,  forsooth,  is  extended  no  farther  than  a  load  of  hay. 
or  a  fat  ox.  You  are  pleasant  people  indeed  I  because  you 
are  gener^ly  bred  up  lasy,  therefore,  I  warrant  you,  industry 
is  diabonourable."—  BoiiWELL. 

If.  indeed.  Johnson  called  merchants  a  new  tpecies  qf 

¥'ntUmen,  he  must  have  forgotten  nut  only  the  merchanu  of 
yre,  who  were  "  princes."  and  the  Medici  of  Florence,  but 
the  Grethams,  Cranflelds,  0»borncs,  Duncorabcs,  and  so 
many  others  of  England.—  Crokbr. 

>  Tbu  dJctuni.whatever  b*)  iti  value,  is  not  applicable  to  this 
question,  which  is,  not  whether  a  gentleman  can  ever  cease 
to  be  one,  but,  whether  a  plcheiiui  can  ever  become  one.  — 
Crokir. 

>  "The  first  time  ."says  Mrs.  PlozzI,"!  ever  saw  this  extra- 
ordinary man  was  In  the  year  1764,  when  Mr.  Mnrphy,  who 
had  long  been  the  friend  and  confidential  intimate  of  Mr. 
Thrale,  persuaded  him  to  wish  for  Johnson's  conversation, 
extolling  it  in  terms  which  that  of  no  other  person  could 
have  deserved,  till  we  were  only  in  doubt  how  to  obtain  his 
company,  and  find  an  excuse  fur  the  Inviutipn.  The  celebrity 


Seneral  supposition :  but  it  is  not  the  t 
Ir.  Murphy,  who  was  intimate  with 
Thrale,  having  spoken  very  hiehly  of 
Johnson,  he  was  requested  to  miULe  then 
quainted.  This  beinrr  mentioned  to  Johi 
he  accepted  of  an  invitation  to  dinnc 
Thrale's,  and  was  so  much  pleased  witl 
reception,  both  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale, 
they  so  much  pleased  with  him,  that  hi] 
vitations  to  their  house  were  more  and  i 
frc(]^uent,  till  at  last  he  became  one  of 
family,  and  an  apartment  was  appropriate 
him,  both  in  their  house  at  Southwark  ai 
their  villa  at  Streathain.' 

Johnson  had  a  very  sincere  esteem  for 
Thrale,  as  a  man  of  excellent  principle 
good  scholar,  well  skilled  in  trade,  of  a  8 
understanding:,  and  of  manners  such  as 
sented  the  character  of  a  plain  indepec 
English  'squire.  As  this  family  will  freqin 
be  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  folio 
nagcs,  and  as  a  false  notion  has  prevailed 
jSlr.  Thrale  was  inferior,  and  in  some  dx 
insignificant^  compared  with  Mrs.  Thral 
may  be  proper  to  give  a  true  state  of  the 
from  the  authority  of  Johnson  himself  ii 
own  words. 

"  I  know  no  man,"  said  he,  "  who  it 
master  of  his  wife  and  family  than  Thrale 
he  but  holds  up  a  finger,  he  is  obeyed, 
a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  she  is  i 
him  in  literary  attainments.  She  is  : 
flippant ;  but  he  lias  ten  times  her  lean 
he  18  a  regular  scholar;  but  her  leamii 
that  of  a  sc-hoolboy  in  one  of  the  lower  foi 
My  readers  may  naturally  wish  for  flouM 
presentation  of  the  figures  of  this  couple.^ 
Thrale  was  tall,  well  proportioned,  and  sti 
As  for  Madam^  or  my  Muttrettj  by  i 
epithets  Johnson  used  to  mention  Mrs.  Tl 
she  was  short,  plump,  and  brisk.^  Shi 
herself  given  us  a  lively  view  of  the  idesi 
Johnson  had  of  her  person,  on  her  appa 
before  him  in  a  dark-coloured  gown :  " 


of  Mr.  Woodhouse,  a  shoemaker,  whose  versei  were  i 
time  the  subject  of  common  discourse,  soon  aflbrvled 
tence,  and  Mr.  Murphy  brought  Johnson  to  meet  hla, 
me  general  cautions  not  to  be  surprised  at  his  figure, 
or  behaviour.  What  I  recollect  best  of  the  day^i  111 
his  earnestly  recommending  Addison's  works  to  Mr.  1 
house  as  a  model  for  imitation.  '  Give  oigbu  and  di^ 
said  he, '  to  the  study  of  Addison,  if  you  mean  eitharl 

food  writer,  or,  what  is  more  worth,  an  honest  maa.* 
B.-IW  something  like  the  same  expreasion  In  his  crttfd 
that  author,  in  the  Lives  of  the  Pneta,  I  put  him  te  ■ 
his  past  injunctions  to  the  young  poel,  to  which  h*  n 
'  that  he  wUhed  the  shoemaker  might  have  namm 
them  as  well.'  Mr.  Johnson  liked  his  new  acquaiatli 
much,  however,  that  from  that  time  he  dined  with  m 
Thursday  through  the  winter."—  Crokre. 

*  The  reader  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  ton«  te 
Boswell  permits  himself  to  talk  of  "  this  com^."    R  i 


a  prejudice  which  pervades  his  book.  —  Crokbr 

>  Ilu  should  have  added  that  she  was  very  prtlto; 
was  about  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  years  of  a^,  «hi 
acquaintance  commenced.  At  the  time  of  nnr  flrrt  • 
1  was  unable  to  ascertain  preciselv  Mrs.  PkMRjIi 
but  a  subsequent  publication,  €iamea  PioKuatut,  ia 
birth  on  her  own  authority  to  the  16th  January.  17« 
even  tliat  is  not  quite  conclusive,  for  the  callt  Ik  H 
ttylf.  that  is,  1741.  I  must  now,  of  coune,  adopt.  I 
not  without  some  doubt,  the  lady's  reckoning.  8e«  Qsi 
Htreicw^  vol.  xlix.  p.  S&2.  ~-  Cros.br,  IS46. 


:t.  56, 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


171 


:le  creatures  should  never  wear  those  sort 
clothes,  however;  they  nre  unsuitable  in 
iTj  war*  What !  have  not  all  insects  p^ay 
ours  ?  ^  Mr.  Thralc  gave  his  wife  a  liberal 
lulgencc,  both  in  the  choice  of  their  com- 
ij,  and  in  the  mode  of  entertaining  them. 
i  understood  and  valued  Johnson,  without 
Qission,  from  their  first  acquaintance  to  the 
r  of  his  death.  Mrs.  'ilirale  was  enchanted 
Ji  Johnson*8  conversation  for  its  own  sake, 
1  had  also  a  very  allowable  vanity  in  appcar- 
:  to  be  honoured  with  the  attention  of  so 
ebrated  a  man. 

Nothing  coidd  be  more  fortunate  for  John- 
1  than  this  connection.  lie  had  at  Mr. 
iralc's  all  the  comforts  and  even  luxuries  of 
.•;  his  melancholy  was  diverted,  and  his 
egular  habits  lessened,  by  association  with 

agre«al>le  and  wcll-ordcrcd  family.  lie 
s  treated  with  the  utmost  respect,  and  even 
taction.  The  vivacity  of  Mrs.  Tiirale's  lite- 
7  talk  roused  him  to  cheerfiilncrss  and 
ertion,  even  when  they  were  alone.  But 
s  was  not  often  the  cose  ;  for  he  found  here 
(vjnstant  succession  of  what  gave  him  the 
rbest  enjoyment,  the  society  of  the  learned, 
J  witty,  and  the  eminent  in  every  way  ;  who 
rre  aAsembled  in  numerous  companies,  called 
rth  his  womlerful  powers,  and  gratified  him 
ith  admiration,  to  which  no  man  could  be 
:fettsible. 

In  the  October  of  this  year  he  at  length 
ive  to  the  world  his  edition  of  Shakspeare, 
birfa,  if  it  had  no  other  merit  but  that  of 
oflucing  his  Preface,  in  which  the  excellences 
1^  defects  of  that  immortal  bard  are  disphiyed 
idi  a  masterly  hand,  the  nation  would  iiavc 
mI  no  reason  to  con)pInin.^  A  blind  indis- 
iiainate  admiration  of  Shjikspearo  ha<l  ex- 
■*•!  the  Briti>h  nation  to  tlie  ridiculo  of 
wijmers,  .Tohnson,  by  candidly  admitting 
t6  faults  of  his  poet,  had  the  mi»rc  credit  in 
Moving  on  him  deserved  and  indii^piitablc 
ni«e:  and  doubtless  none  of  all  his  pane- 
Tnns  have  done  him  half  so  much  honour. 
W  praiiie  was  like  that  of  a  coiin^cU  upon 
9nwn  side  of  the  cau?e  :  Johnsons  was  like 
^ grave,  welI-considt.>r<.'d,  iuiil  impiirtiiil  opi- 


'bwk.ni  up  that '  Jutiiikon  wa«  in.M'nuiltV  tn  Churrhtll'« 
■r;  but  thf  p^jtrn  Nrfore  Tn(*iit)*iii<-ii  Imd  hrfiii(:ht  to 
W^tKitXte.-  that  hit  edition  ot  Shakp>{'<>arr  Ind  Units  1m?i-ii 
■■  Hii  fnmd<  KHik  thu  ulann.  and,  by  .:U  thf  .irtt  of 
■■tlB«  and  pf  riiution.  laU'iired  to  miivinrf  hun  tliat. 
■kg  tikm  iuti«rri|tli'iiu  for  a  wurk.  in  whirh  ho  h:id 
lii  BO  prnprr* V  hi»  rn->lit  was  at  .-taki'.  Iff  miifrsofHl  he 
S  olpaMff.  «iid  prnmivd  from  timH  to  time  to  U-ein  a 
M  «  litdt  TtM\aa  a»  waf  nrtrcitar}'  to  qiialifv  him  for 
t«gtk:thUwM  no  more  than  hr  had  forniiTfy  dnnc  in 
MpfPTBvnt  Kiih  Coxftrr*,  to  whom  hi*  li:id  bouml  htni- 
lto«ritc  the  Lifr  of  Sh.ikp(prarp.  but  h(>  npvpr  conid  Im> 
mfcd  on  to  bcKin  it,  ^o  that  f^fn  now  it  wa<  (uifstlonrd 
rtvkb  promiMS  wcrv  to  be  relied  on.     For  tins  reasou 


Couetpr.  Km.,  from  whofp  iii.iniKCrint  nnfi««  tho 
flf  tiM  Ijiirlish  roPt»,"  by  Shir?*  and  Cilhcr.  wore 
encnpilrd.  II*  w;i*  l»n'il  at  Trinity  (Vll.'ir.«.  Ox- 
l.«i  died  in  I.andon.  Aprd  17.  1717.  in  Ids  nrty-ninth 
t.   Ue  Gent.  .Vof.  lor  I7»)l.  p.  173.  —  Malon:: 


nion  of  the  judge,  which  falls  from  his  lips 
with  weight,  and  is  received  with  reverence. 
What  he  did  as  a  commentator  ha8  no  small 
share  of  merit,  though  his  researches  were  not 
so  ample,  and  his  investigations  so  acute,  as 
they  might  have  been ;  which  we  now  certainly 
know  from  the  labours  of  other  able  and  in- 

fenious  critics  who  have  followed  him.  He 
as  enriched  his  edition  with  a  concise  account 
of  each  play,  and  of  it^  characteristic  excel- 
lence. Man^  of  his  notes  have  illustrated 
obscurities  m  the  text,  and  placed  passages 
eminent  for  beauty  in  a  more  conspicuous 
light ;  and  he  has,  in  general,  exhibited  such  a 
mode  of  annotation,  as  may  be  beneficial  to  all 
subsequent  editors. 

His  Sliakspeare  was  virulently  attacked  by 
lilr  William  Ivenrick,  who  obtained  the  degree 
of  LL.D.  from  a  Scotch  university,  and  wrote 
for  the  l>ooksellers  in  a  great  variety  of 
branches.  Though  he  certainly  was  not  with- 
out considerable  merit,  he  wrote  with  so  little 
regard  to  decency,  and  principles,  an<l  decorum, 
and  in  so  hasty  a  manner,  tnat  his  reputation 
was  neither  extensive  nor  lastinn^.  T  remendier 
one  evening,  when  some  of  his  works  were 
mentioned.  Dr.  Goldsmith  said,  he  had  never 
heard  of  them ;  upon  which  Dr.  Johnson 
observed,  "  Sir,  he  is  one  of  tlie  many  who 
have  made  themselves  public^  without  making 
themselves  Anoim."  ^ 

A  young  student  of  Oxford,  of  the  name  of 
Borclav,  wrote  an  answer  to  Kenrick's  review 
of  Johnson's  Shakspeare.  Johnson  was  at 
first  angry  that  Kennck's  attack  should  have 
the  credit  of  an  answer.  But  afterwards,  con- 
sidering the  young  man's  good  intention,  he 
kindly  notice<i  hiiii,  and  probably  would  have 
done  more,  h:ul  not  the  young  man  tlied. 

Tn  hia  Preface  to  Shidcspeare,  ilohnson  treated 
Voltaire  very  contemptuously,  observing,  upon 
.some  of  his  remarks,  "These  are  the  petty 
cavils  of  petty  minds."  Voltaire,  in  revengt?, 
made  an  attack  u])(m  Johnson,  in  one  of  liis 
numerous  literary  sallies  which  I  remember  to 
have  rea<l ;  ])ut,  there  being  no  general  index 
to  his  voluminous  works,  have  searched  in 
vain,  and  therefore  cannot  quote  it.* 


Sir  .looliua  Ilfrnold:!,  and  Rome  othnr  of  hi*  fHcnds.  who  w  pre 
nutr«'  tonrernr'd  for  lii»  n-piiution  than  himhcif  sft  miil  to 
b«'.  rrinirive*!  to  vntan^do  him  by  a  wngi>r,  or  tiniw  otlirr 
]»o  -unLiry  onK^iriMnpnt,  to  jii»rform  hix  ta<k  by  a  o'rtain  time." 
_  C.  ._  (irainpvr  thu«  writi-s  to  Perrv  «>n  thi«  subjrrt.  '"  ■.'7th 
.Tunc.  l7-'>'*:  1  have  noviTrnl  times  ctiMi  on  Johnmn  t<»  pay 
hin>  fuirl  of  vour  ^ubtcription  —  I  Mvpnrt,  b<-4.-anM'  hi*  mi-vit 
tlitiik->  of  working:  if  ht>  ha^  a  coiinli"  ot  i^oint-as  in  hix  |Mit-ki-t." 
ATid  .••jiain.  'Jfith  July :  '"  As  to  ni«  Shakr«iH>:m>,  morel  ted 
non  protnotvt.  I  fliali  fM>d  him  ot-raRinnally  with  L-uincas." 
Trior's  liohtsniith^  i.  'i:i.'i.  — Crok»r.  IMa 

^  Kriirirk  was  liorn  at  Watford,  Hert*.  and  waji  hron{:lit 
up  to  thn  iMisincM  of  a  r«/^-m/titrr.  which  he  iiuilted  for 
litiTuturp.  Of  thit  "attack,"  pntitlcd  "A  Ki'viow  of  Dr. 
JohiiAon'rt  new  «>dition  of  Shakpiiiparp ;  in  whlrh  the  Ipno. 
ranre  or  InattPiition  of  tliat  Ivditor  is  gximmc^I,  and  th«>  I'ort 
(IpfpndiHi  from  the  Perwrution  of  his  ('ommrntator<,"  Dr. 
Jrihn«<»n  only  «aid.  "  Hr  did  not  think  himself  bnnnd  by 
Kmrick's  ruics."  In  1774  he  drlJTuied  I.rcturpa  <m  Sh.ikr- 
«I»carf.  .ind  th<>  n<>xt  yi>ar  rommencod  Ihr  I<ondon  llerirvr, 
wliii-h  lie  rontiniKti  to  hin  di'ath,  June  10. 177<|.  —  \Vi:ii:iit. 

^  '•  Jo  m-  \eux  piilnt  »oiip^onn(>r  le  sleur  Joni>on  d'lirp  un 
mauvais  plai»ant,  ct  d'aiucr  tro]i  Ic  Tin  :  niais  je  trouve  un 
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Voltaire  was  an  antagonist  with  whom  I 
thought  Johnson  should  not  disdain  to  contend. 
I  pressed  him  to  answer.  He  said,  he  perhaps 
might ;  but  he  never  did.^ 

[JOHNSON  TO  DR.  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

"  Oct.  9. 1765. 

**  D«Aa  Sir, — Mrs.  Warlon  uses  me  hardly  in 
supposing  that  I  could  forget  so  much  kindness 
and  civility  as  she  showed  me  at  Winchester.  I 
remember,  likewise,  our  conversation  about  St. 
Cross.*  The  desire  of  seeing  her  again  will  be 
one  of  the  motives  that  will  bring  me  into  Hamp- 
shire. 

**  I  have  taken  care  of  your  book ;  being  so  far 
from  doubting  your  subscription,  that  I  think  you 
have  subscribed  twice :  you  once  paid  your  guinea 
into  my  own  hand  in  the  garret  in  Gough  Square. 
When  you  light  on  your  receipt,  throw  it  on  the 
fire ;  if  you  find  a  second  receipt,  you  may  have  a 
second  book. 

**  To  tell  the  truth,  as  I  felt  no  solicitude  about 
this  work,  I  receive  no  great  comfort  from  its  con- 
clusion ;  but  yet  am  well  enough  pleased  that  the 
public  has  no  farther  claim  upon  me.  I  wish  you 
would  write  more  frequently  to,  dear  Sir,  your 
affectionate  humble  servant, 

«*  Sam.  Joiikson."] 

Mr.  Bumey  having  occasion  to  write  to 
Johnson  for  some  receipts  for  subscriptions  to 
his  ShaJEspeare,  which  Johnson  had  omitted  to 
deliver  when  the  money  was  paid,  he  availed 
himself  of  that  opportunity  of  thanking 
Johnson  for  the  great  pleasure  which  he  had 
received  from  the  perusal  of  his  Preface  to 
Shakspeare ;  which,  although  it  excited  much 
clamour  against  him  at  firsts  is  now  justly 
ranked  among  the  most  excellent  of  his 
writings.  To  this  letter  Johnson  returned  the 
followmg  answer :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BURNEY, 

In  Poland  Street. 

"  Oct.  16.  1765. 
"  Sia,  —  I  am  sorry  that  your  kindness  to  me  has 
brought  upon  you  so  much  trouble,  though  you 
have  taken  care  to  abate  that  sorrow,  by  the  plea- 
sure which  I  received  from  your  approbation.  I 
defend  my  criticism  in  the  same  manner  with  you. 
We  must  confess  the  faults  of  our  favourite,  to 
gain  credit  to  our  praise  of  his  excellencies.  He 
that  claims,  either  in  himself  or  for  another,  the 
honours  of  perfection,  will  surely  injure  the  repu- 


1  He  appeart  in  the  course  nf  thii  summer  to  have  ^ 
Dr.  Warton,  Head  Master  of  Winchester  School,  and  i 


peuslngulierquMlcomptelabouffonDcrieetriTrognerleparmi 
les  beaut^t  du  th^tre  tragique ; "  *c.  &c  — DicUonnaire  Phi- 
losophlque,  art.  "  Art  Dramatique."  Voltaire,  £dit.  1784,  toI. 
xxxriii.  p.  10.  —  WaiOHT. 

Tislted 
on  the 
publication  of  bis  Shakespeare  wrote  to  him  the  letter  in  the 
text,  which  I  extract  from  Wooll's  Life  of  Warton.  — 
C«0KKa. 

1  The  hospital  of  St.  Cross,  near  Winrhenter,  endowed 
formerly  for  the  maintenance  of  seventy  resident  members, 
clergy  and  laity,  with  one  hundred  out-pensioners :  but,  since 
the  Distolutiom,  reduced  to  ten  residents,  with  the 
chaplain,  and  three  out-pensioners.  —  Ciokbr. 


tation  which  be  designs  to  asaist.     Be 
make  my  compliments  to  your  family, 
your  most  obliged  and  most  humble  ten 
•*  Sam.  Jo 

From  one  of  his  Journals  I  transcri 
follows :  — 

"At  church,  Oct.— 65. 

**  To  avoid  all  singularity :  Bonaoe 

"To  come  in  before  service,  and 
my  mind  by  meditation,  or  by  read 
portions  of  scripture.     Tetty. 

"  If  I  can  hear  the  sermon,  to  i 
unless  attention  be  more  troubleso 
useful. 

"  To  consider  the  act  of  prayer  as 
of  myself  upon  God,  and  a  resignat 
into  his  holy  hand."" 

In  1764  and  1765  it  should  seem 
Johnson  was  so  busily  employed 
edition  of  Shakspeare,  as  to  have  1 
leisure  for  any  other  literary  exei 
indeed,  even  for  private  corresponden 
did  not  favour  me  with  a  single  letter 
than  two  years,  for  which  it  will  ap 
he  afterwards  apologised. 

He  was,  however,  at  all  times  read 
assistance  to  his  friends,  and  others,  ii 
their  works,  and  in  writmg  for  them,  c 
improving,  their  Dedications.  In  thi 
species  of  composition  no  man  exw 
Johnson.  Though  the  loftiness  of 
prevented  him  from  ever  dedicating  ii 
person,  he  wrote  a  very  great  numbe 
dications  for  others.  Some  of  ti 
persons  who  were  favoured  with  then 
willing  should  be  mentioned,  from  a  to* 
apprehension,  as  I  think,  that  thej  i 
suspected  of  having  received  larger  m 
and  some,  afler  all  the  diligence  I  '. 
stowed,  have  escaped  my  inquiries.  Hi 
a  ffreat  many  years  ago,  "he  believi 
dedicated  to  all  the  Royal  Family 
and  it  was  indifferent  to  him  what 
subject  of  the  work  dedicated,  pn 
were  innocent.  He  once  dedicati 
music  for  the  Germxm  Flute  to  Edwt; 
of  York.  In  writing  Dedications  ft 
he  considered  himself  as  by  no  meant 
his  own  sentiments.* 

Notwithstanding  his  long  silence, 
omitted  to  write  to  him,  when  I  had  i 
worthy  of  communicating.    I  genen 


3  He  was  probably  proposing  to  himself  tliti 
excellent  person,  who  for  his  piety  was  naniad  I 
Doctor.  —  BoswBLL. 

*  This  trait  is  amusing :  Mr.  Bocwell  cooeto 
cause  Johnson  did  not,  for  two  years,  write  toAi 
to  nobody,  and  was  excloslveljr  oocupi4td  witk 
speare,  though  we  have  seen  toat,  in  those  fM 
time  to  pay  visits  to  his  friends  in  Lincolnshvt 
amptonshire.  and  at  Cambridge  and  WindiMii 
Tisited  Brighton.  If  Mr.  Boswdl  had  been  tfca 
in  Ix>ndnn,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  wtmtt 
Johnson  by  no  means  absorbed  in  Shakespeart.' 

>  This  paragraph  about  Dedicationi  seems  aecM 
placed,  it  would  come  in  better  nnder  April  1&.I7X 
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vaieB  of  my  letters  to  him,  that  I  might  have 
fall  view  of  our  correspondence,  and  never 
e  at  a  loss  to  understand  any  reference  in  his 
■tiers.  He  kept  the  greater  part  of  mine 
err  cmrefullj ;  and  a  short  time  before  his 
ttoh  was  attentive  enough  to  seal  them  up  in 
oDdlev,  and  ordered  them  to  be  deUverea  to 
le,  which  was  acoordinglj  done.  Amongst 
bieai  I  found  one,  of  which  I  had  not  made  a 
opy,  and  which  I  own  I  read  with  pleasure  at 
be  distance  of  almost  twenty  years.  It  is 
Ated  November,  1765,  at  the  palace  of  Pascal 
'aoli,  ID  Corte,  the  capital  of  Corsica,  and  is 
iill  of  generous  enthusiasm.  After  giving  a 
ketch  of  what  I  had  seen  and  heard  in  that 
liand,^  it  proceeded  thus :  ^  I  dare  to  call  this 
<  siHriteu  tour.  I  dare  to  challenge  your  ap- 
sooation.** 

This  letter  produced  the  following  answer, 
rhich  I  found  on  my  arrival  at  Paris. 


A  M.  M.  BOSWELL, 

C*r*  Mr.  fFaterty  Banquitr,  tt  Paris. 

-  JohuMi'i  Court,  Fleet  Street.  Jan.  14. 1766. 
*  DiAR  Sib,  —  Apologies  are  seldom  of  any  use. 
Ve  will  delay  till  your  arrival  the  reasons,  good  or 
•d.  vhich  have  made  me  such  a  sparing  and  un- 
^nttftil  comipondent.  Be  assured,  for  the  pre- 
cm,  that  nothing  has  lessened  either  the  esteem  or 
ova  with  which  I  dismissed  you  at  Harwich.  Both 
lave  bcca  tneteaied  by  all  that  I  have  been  told  of 
ou  by  youndf  or  others;  and  when  you  return, 
«i  win  rBtnm  to  an  unaltered,  and,  I  hope,  un- 


**  All  that  yoo  have  to  fear  from  me  is  the  vexa- 
ioD  of  diaappointing  me.  No  man  loves  to  Irus- 
rate  expectations  which  have  been  formed  in  his 
iTour ;  and  the  pleasure  which  I  promise  myself 
tXB  your  Journals  and  remarks  is  so  great,  tliat 
erfaaps  no  degree  of  attention  or  discernment  will 
t  sufficient  to  aflfurd  it. 

'  Come  home,  however,  and   take  your  chance. 

long  to  see  you,  and  to  hear  you  ;  and  hope  that 
« iliall  not  be  so  long  separated  again.  Come 
omc  and  expect  such  welcome  as  is  due  to  him, 
'bam  a  wise  and  noble  curiosity  has  led,  where 
■haps  no  native  of  this  country  over  was  before. 

•  I  have  no  news  to  tell  you  that  can  deserve 
aor  notice;  nor  would  I  willingly  lessen  the 
InHire  thmt  any  novelty  may  give  you  at  your  re- 
■B.  I  am  afraid  we  sliall  find  it  difficult  to  keep 
■OBg  us  a  mind  which  has  been  so  long  feasted 
tt  variety.  But  let  us  try  what  esteem  and 
minttm  can  effect. 


I  Mmmmii.  p.  I€D.  n.  I.  —  CioKX*. 

•  li  ttc  Ltf^  of  Dr.  Wartom^  p.  312.,  we  find  a  letter 
iMi  lao.  n.  1766)  from  him  to  his  brother,  giving  tome 
■■aof  JobntOQ  aztd  bit  locietT  at  tbii  i>eri«Kl  t  _  "  I  only 
kii  wkh  JohoMM,  who  Mcmed  cold  and  indiffen^nt,  and 

Ki^a  any  thing  to  me ;  perhaps  he  hai  heard  what  1 
f  ki«  Shakespenre,  or  rather  waa  ofTended  at  what  1 
■Ml*  htan  — aa  he  pleases.     Of  all  solemn  roxcombs, 
IlkMldi  la  the  flrst ;  yK  sensible  —  but  afl^ts  to  u*e  John- 
Mknd  words  In  conversatioa.  We  hid  a  Mr.  Dyer  {ante, 
'^  "mk  ^Mtf.  177. >  who  is  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman. 
k  Is  si  inly  off  f^ora  Johnson,  and  cannot,  he  says. 
■  blBB    hii    Insinuating  that    ho  withheld    his    old 
a,  vhlch  always  were  open  to  him,  nor  I  suppose  his 
■VMHttoaing  hhn  In  all  his  works."     71ti$  coolness 


*'  As  your  father's  liberality  has  indulged  you 
with  so  long  a  ramble,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will 
think  his  sickness,  or  even  his  desire  to  see  you,  a 
sufficient  reason  for  hastening  your  return.  The 
longer  we  live,  and  the  more  we  think,  the  higher 
value  we  learn  to  put  on  the  friendship  and  tender- 
ness of  parents  and  of  friends.  Parents  we  can 
have  but  once ;  and  he  promises  himself  too  much, 
who  enters  life  with  the  expectation  of  finding 
many  friends.  Upon  some  motive,  I  hope,  that 
you  will  be  here  soon ;  and  am  willing  to  think 
that  it  will  be  an  inducement  to  your  return,  that 
it  is  sincerely  desired  by,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate 
biunble  servant,  SuUf.  JouKsoa." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

"  Johnson's  Court,  Fleet  Street,  Jan.  14. 1766. 

*'  DxAa  Madam,  —  The  reason  why  I  did  not 
answer  your  letters  was  that  1  can  please  myself 
with  no  answer.  I  was  loth  that  Kitty  should 
leave  the  house  till  I  had  seen  it  once  more,  and 
yet  for  some  reasons  1  cannot  well  come  during  the 
session  of  parliament'  I  am  unwilling  to  sell  it, 
yet  hardly  know  why.  If  it  can  be  let,  it  should 
be  repaired,  and  I  purpose  to  let  Kitty  have  part 
of  the  rent  while  we  both  live  ;  and  wish  that  you 
would  get  it  surveyed,  and  let  me  know  how  much 
money  will  be  necessary  to  fit  it  for  a  tenant.  I 
would  not  have  you  stay  longer  than  is  convenient, 
and  I  thank  you  for  your  care  of  Kitty. 

**  Do  not  take  my  omission  amiss.  I  am  sorry 
for  it,  but  know  not  what  to  say.  You  must  act 
by  your  own  prudence,  and  I  shall  be  pleased. 
Write  to  me  again  ;  I  do  not  design  to  neglect  you 
any  more.  It  is  great  pleasure  for  me  to  hear  from 
you ;  but  this  whole  affair  is  painful  to  me.  I 
wish  you,  my  dear,  many  happy  years.  Give  my 
resi>ects  to  Kitty.  I  am,  dear  Madam,  your  most 
atrvctionate  humble  servant, 
— PearwnMSS.  "Sam.  Joiinsok," "] 

I  returned  to  London  in  February,  and 
fuund  Dr.  tlohnson  in  a  good  bouse  in  John- 
son's Court,  Fleet  Street,  in  whieh  he  had  ju;- 
comniodated  Miss  Williams  with  an  apartment 
on  the  ground  lloor,  while  Mr.  Levett  occupied 
his  post  in  the  garret:  his  faithful  Francis 
was  still  attending  upon  him.  lie  received 
me  with  much  kindness.  The  fragments  of 
our  first  conversation,  wliich  1  have  preserved, 
are  these :  I  told  him  that  Voltaire,  in  a  con- 
versation with  nic,  had  distinguished  Pope  and 
Dryden  thus:  —  "Pone  drives  a  handsome 
chariot,  with  a  couple  of  neat  trim  nags; 
Dryden   a  coach,    and    six    stately    horses.' 


between  Johnson  and  Warton  was  probably  not  serious  —  a 
subsequent  difference  arising  out  of  a  dispute  at  Sir  Joahua 
Reynolds's  table  was  more  lusting.  —  CaoKBR. 

3  It  is  remarkable  that  Mr.  (iray  has  employed  somewhat 
the  same  image  to  characterisi*  Dryden.  He,  indeed, ftimishes 
his  car  with  but  two  horses  ;  but  they  are  of  '*  ethereal 
race:"  — 

*'  Behold  where  Dryden's  lets  presumptuous  car 
Wide  oVr  the  fields  of  glory  boar 
Two  coursers  of  t-thereal  rare, 
With  ncclis  in  thunder  clothed, and  long  resounding  pace." 

BOSWELU 

Johnson,  In  the  Life  of  Pope,  has  made  a  comparison 
between  him  and  Dryden,  In  the  spirit  of  this  correction  of 
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Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  the  truth  is,  they  both 
drive  coaches  and  six;  but  Dryden's  horses 
are  either  galloping  or  stumbling :  Pope's  go 
at  a  steady  "even  trot."  He  said  of  Goldsmith's 
"  Traveller,"  which  had  been  published  in  my 
absence,  "  There  has  not  been  so  fine  a  poem 
since  Pope*s  time.'* 

And  here  it  is  proper  to  settle,  with  au- 
thentic precision,  what  has  long  floated  in 
public  report,  as  to  Johnson's  being  himself 
the  author  of  a  considerable  part  of  that  poem. 
Much,  no  doubt,  both  of  the  sentiments  and 
expression,  were  derived  from  conversation 
with  him ' ;  and  it  was  certainly  submitted  to 
his  friendly  revision :  but,  in  the  year  1783, 
he,  at  my  request,  marke<l  with  a  pencil  the 
lines  which  he  had  furnished,  which  are  only 
line  420th:-- 

*'  To  stop  too  fearful,  and  too  faint  to  go ; " 

and  the  concluding  ten  lines,  except  the  last 
couplet  but  one,  which  I  distinguish  by  the 
Itahc  character : 

**  How  small  of  all  that  human  hearts  endure. 
That  part  which  laws  or  kings  can  cause  or  cure  ! 
Still  to  ourseWes  in  every  place  consigu'd, 
Our  own  felicity  we  make  or  find  : 
With  secret  course,  which  no  loud  storms  annoy, 
Glides  the  smooth  current  of  domestic  joy. 
l%e  lifted  axe,  the  agonizing  wheel, 
Luhe'a  ironerowHt  and  Damien't  bed  of  steel. 
To  men  remote  from  power,  but  rarely  known, 
Leave  reason,  faith,  and  conscience  all  our  own." 

He  added,  "These  are  all  of  which  I 
can  be  sure."  They  bear  a  small  propor- 
tion to  the  whole,  which  consists  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty -eight  verses.  Goldsmith, 
in  the  couplet  which  he  inserted*,  mentions 
Luke  as  a  person  well  known,  and  superficial 
readers  have  passed  it  over  quite  smoothly ; 
while  those  of  more  attention  have  been  as 
much  perj>lexed  by  Luke  as  by  Lydiat,  in 
"  The  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes.**  The  truth 
is,  that  Goldsmith  himself  was  in  a  mistake.  In 
the  "  Respublica  Hungarica^'  there  is  an  ac- 
count of  a  desperate  rebellion  in  tlie  year 
1514,  headed  by  two  brothers  of  the  name  of 
Zeck,  George  and  Luke.  When  it  was  q^uelled, 
Oeorge,  not  Lvke^  was  punished,  by  his  head 
being  encircled  with  a  red-hot  iron  crown; 
"  corona  candescente  ferrea  coronatur.*^ '  The 
same  severity  of  torture  was  exercised  on  the 
Earl  of  Athol,  one  of  the  murderers  of  King 
James  I.  of  Scotland ! 


Voltaire's  metaphor.  It  li  one  of  the  inoit  beautiful  critical 
DAMaget  in  our  language,  and  wh«  prolNibly  luggeated  to 
Johnson's  mind  by  thi*  converMtion,  ilthough  he  did  not 
miike  use  of  the  same  illustration.  —  CROKKa.  Johnson  con- 
demns the  image  in  his  Life  of  Gray.  "  The  car  of  Dryden," 
he  says,  "  with  his  two  coursers,  has  nothing  in  it  peculiar  ; 
it  it  a  car  in  which  any  other  rider  may  be  placed."  —  P. 

CCKNIMORAll. 

^  This  rests  on  no  authority  whatever,  and  may  well  be 
doubted.  The  TrtmelUr  is  a  poem  which,  in  a  peculiar 
degree,  seems  written  from  the  personal  obserration  and 
feelings  of  its  author.  —  Crokkb. 

*  This  is  a  strange  way  of  speaking  of  the  lines  of  an 
author  In  ki$  own   poem  —  Johnson^   were   rather   the 


Dr.  Johnson  at  the  same  time  fa* 
by  marking  the  lines  which  he  fVi 
Goldsmith's  *' Deserted  Village,"  ' 
only  the  last  four :  — 

"  That  trade's  proud  empire  bastes  to  r 
As  ocean  sweeps  the  labour'd  mole  a 
While  sclf-dcpendcnt  power  can  time 
As  rocks  resist  the  billows  and  the  si 

Talking  of  education,  *'  People  hi 
days,"  said  he,  "got  a  strange  0| 
every  thing  should  be  taught  b] 
Now,  I  cannot  see  that  lectures 
much  good  as  reading  the  books  f 
the  lectures  are  taken.  I  know  no 
can  be  best  taught  by  lectures,  ex* 
experiments  are  to  be  shown.  You 
chymistry  by  lectures: — you  m 
making  of  shoes  by  lectures!" 

At  night  I  supped  with  him  at 
tavern,  that  we  might  renew  our 
timacy  at  the  original  place  of  me< 
there  was  now  ^  considerable  dif 
his  way  of  living.  Having  had  an  : 
which  he  was  advised  to  leave  ofi 
had,  from  that  period,  continued 
from  it,  and  dranK  only  water,  or  le 

I  told  him  that  a  foreign  frienc 
whom  I  had  met  with  abroad,  was  so ' 
perverted  to  infidelity,  that  he  ti 
hopes  of  immortality  with  brutal  1 
said,  "  As  man  dies  like  a  dog,  let  I 
a  dog."  Johnson.  "  If  he  dies  like  a  c 
lie  like  a  dog."  I  added,  that  this  man 
"  I  hate  mankind,  for  I  think  myseli 
best  of  them,  and  I  know  how  bi 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  must  be  very  s 
his  opinion,  if  he  thinks  himself  < 
best  of  men ;  for  none  of  his  frii 
him  so."  —  He  said,  "  No  honest  i 
be  a  Deist ;  for  no  man  could  be 
fair  examination  of  the  proofs  of  Ch 
I  named  Hume.  Johnson.  "  No,  i 
owned  to  a  clergyman  in  the  bi 
Durham,  that  he  had  never  read 
Testament  with  attention."  —  I 
Hume's  notion,  that  all  who  are 
equally  happy ;  a  little  miss  with  a 
at  a  dancing-school  ball,  a  general  i 
of  a  victorious  army,  and  an  or 
having  made  an  eloquent  speech  : 
assembly.  Johnson.  "Sir,  that  a 
happy,  arc  equally  happy,  is  not 
peasant  and  a  philosopher  may  be  eq 


intertion  ;  and  it  must  be  observed  that  theye 
been  alterations  of,  or  substitutions  for  otbar 
Ing.  though  perhaps  in  less  efltetlve  languagi 
similar  sentiments.  —  Caoata. 

s  Mr.  Boswdl  Is  in  error.  The  namai  • 
rebels  were  George  and  Luke  Data,  and  tt 
George)  were  punished,  as  stated  in  the  poaM. 
(properly  Z<?ra},  was  a  different  person.— J 
The  alteration  therefore  which  a  lato  editar 
Mr.  Bolton  Comey.  has  made,  of  Luke  M 
doubly  improper P.  CuNmiUHAii. 

*  Probably  the  severe  fit  of  hypochoDdrte  ■ 
p.  16A.  —  Caoaaa. 

>  Probably  BaretU.  —  Caoua. 


-ffiT.  57. 
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Jkd^  but  not  equally  happy.  Happiness  consists 
in  tiic  multiplicity  of  agreeable  consciousness. 
A  p^iaant  lias  not  capacity  for  having  equal 
happiness  with  a  philosopher.  **  I  remember 
this  very  question  very  happily  illustrated,  in 
opposition  to  Hume,  by  ttie  lie  v.  Mr.  Robert 
Ilrovrn,  at  Utrecht.  **  K  small  drinking-glass 
ami  a  large  one,"  said  he,  **  may  be  eiiuaily 
full;  but  the  large  one  holds  more  than  the 
smair* 

Dr.  Johnson  was  very  kind  this  evening, 
and  said  to  me,  ^  Yuu  have  now  lived  fivc-und- 
twcnty  years,  and  you  have  employed  them 
well.-  •*  Alas,  Sir,"  said  T,  "  I  fear  not.  Do  I 
know  history  ?  Do  I  know  mathematics  ? 
Do  I  know  law?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir, 
though  you  may  know  no  science  so  well  as  to 
be  able  to  teach  it,  an<l  no  profession  so  well 
as  to  be  able  to  follow  it,  your  general  mafcs  of 
knowledge  of  books  and  men  renders  you  very 
capaMe  to  make  yourself  master  of  any  science, 
ur  fit  yourself  for  any  prolession."  T  men- 
tioned, that  a  guy  friend  had  advised  me  against 
being  a  lawyer,  because  I  should  be  cxcellod 
by  ploddinc  blockheads.  Johnson.  ''  Why, 
Su-,  in  the  lormuhiry  and  statutory  part  of  law, 
a  plodding  blockhead  may  excel ;  out  in  the 
ingenioas  and  rational  part  of  it,  a  plodding 
blockhead  can  never  excel." 

1  talked  of  the  mode  adopted  by  some  to 

rise  in  the  world,  by  courting  great  men,  and 

asked  him  whether  he  had  ever  submitted  to 

it.    JoHNiOH.     "  Why,  Sir,  I  never  was  near 

enough  to  great  men,  to  court  them.     You 

may  Be  prudently  attached  to  great  men,  and 

!  Tet  Independent.    You  are  not  to  <lo  what  you 

think  wrong ;  and,  Sir,  you   are  to  calculate, 

!  a»l  not  pay  too  dear  for  what  you  get.     You 

.  inu«t  not  give  a  shilling's  worth  of  court  for 

•ixnent-e  worth  of  gf>od.     Dut  if  you  can  g.'t 

■  »  «Qling*s  worth  of  good  for  sixpence  worth 

I  t»f  cnurt,y<m  are  a  fool  if  you  do  not  pay  court." 

lli»  said,  "  If  convents  shtmld  be  allowed  at 

aH  they  slinuld  only  be  retreats  for  persons 

voalilc  to  serve  the  public,  or  who  have  served 

a.    It  is  our  first  duty  to  serve  society  ",  and, 

after  we  have  done  that,  we  may  attend  wholly 

to  the  salvation  of  our  own  souf;;?.     A  youthful 


'  Biititp  IIa!].  in  diMruiKin?  this  fulijiH't.  hii«  the  ^nme 
Mrr:  ■'  Yi^  «o  cowHflTC  iif  theH'f  hrawnly  «irBr««c«.  that  tht» 
kMft  Mcturio:!!.  Ho  do  ikete  rttsfls  d\fflr',  that  alt  arejull." 
-E;4illrt.  l>ec.  hi.  cap.  fi.  It  U  foiiml  aUo  in  "  A  Work 
■•vifc  lh«  Readini;,"  liv  Charles  rtibh«in.  4tn.  l.ViI  :  "  Thr 
fif*  of  h«aven  are  dtlie  ci)tn|iare(l  to  vetsrU  Jilted  irtth 
lkimr,t(faU  qmnntit'i't  J  for  errric  man  »haU  hiirt*  hi«  full 
^■■-■ire  there."— MiLOMi  —  Sp«  piul,  sub  Mar.  24.  IT7<\ 
liHw»4i'«  »wn  UK-  'if  this  m«ttaptif>r.  —  Choker. 

>  Hii*  obKrration  ha*  frire ii  offrncp,  a<  »Leinin|t  to  sanr- 
MJai  itie  VMiponemrnt  of  th?  earn  of  our  talvation,  until 
*■  •bo'iU  Lave  performed  all  our  diitlei  to  aocietj  ;  which 
■■Al  be.  Iq  (act,  an  adjoiimmirnt  tinedte.  But  Dr.  Jnhn^n 
*■  lalUnr  of  monastic  reiirein«>nt.  and  from  thr  context,  as 
nAai  froia  hi«  ovn  practice,  it  ii  clear  that  he  must  have 
ma^L,  that  aii  emtirf  abstraction  from  the  world,  and  an  ex- 
ihifc  iWriWnilon  to  rcr/K»' derotion,  wai  not  junti liable,  at 
lag  M  may  of  our  dutie*  to  society  were  nnp'>rforined. 
JhiMii  Taylor,  who  wilt  not  be  suspei-ted  of  worlilliness,  has 
iMMiwwnl  not  difaimHar  :  —  "  If  our  youth  be  chattc  and 
I',  DodTaie  and  industrioui.  proceeding,  (hroufth  a 
and  auber  manhood,  to  a  religious  old  age,  then  wc 


pa.SAion  for  abstracted  devotion  should  not  be 
encouraged. 

I  introduccfl  the  subject  of  second  sight, 
and  other  mjrsterious  manilestations ;  the  tul- 
tllment  of  which,  I  suggested,  might  happen  by 
chance.  Johnson.  **  Yes,  Sir,  but  they  have 
happened  so  often  ^  that  mankind  have  agreed 
to  think  them  not  fortuitous." 

I  talked  to  him  a  great  deal  of  what  I  had 
seen  in  Corsica,  and  of  my  intention  to  publish 
an  account  of  it.  He  encouraged  me  by  saving, 
"  You  cannot  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  subject; 
but  all  that  you  tell  us  will  be  new  to  us. 
Give  us  OS  many  anecdotes  as  you  can." 

Our  next  meeting  at  tlie  Mitre  was  on 
Saturday  the  l.'Jth  of  February,  when  I  pre- 
sented to  him  my  old  and  most  intimate  friend, 
the  Key.  ^Ir.  Temple,  then  of  Cambridge.  I 
havinr;  mentioned  that  I  had  passed  some  time 
with  llousseau  in  his  wild  retreat,  and  having" 
quoted  some  remark  made  by  Mr.  "Wilkes, 
with  whom  I  had  spent  many  pleai^ant  hours 
in  Italy,  Johnson  said,  sarcastically,  "  It  seems, 
Sir,  you  have  kept  very  ^rood  company  abroad, 
—  Rousseau  and  Wilkes  I "  Thinking  it  enough 
to  defend  one  at  a  time,  I  said  nothing  as  to 
my  gay  friend,  but  answered  with  a  smile, 
"  My  dear  Sir,  you  don't  call  Rousseau  bad 
company.  Do  yuu  really  think  him  a  bad 
man  ?  "  Johnson.  "  Sir,  if  you  are  talkin<r 
jestingly  of  this,  I  don't  talk  with  you.  If 
you  mean  to  be  serious,  I  thhik  him  one  of  the 
worst  of  men;  a  rsiscal,  who  ought  to  be 
hunted  out  of  stMriety,  as  he  has  been.  Three 
or  four  nations  have  expelled  him  :  and  it  is  a 
shame  that  he  is  protected  in  this  country." 
IJoswKLL.  '*!  don't  deny.  Sir,  l)ut  that  Lis 
novel  *  may,  jM.'rhaps,  do  harm  ;  but  I  cannot 
think  his  inleutitm  was  bad."  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
that  will  not  do.  AVe  cannot  prove  any  man's 
intention  to  be  bad.  You  may  sshoot  a  man 
through  the  head,  and  say  you  intended  to 
mi.s.s  him  ;  but  the  Judire  will  onler  you  to  be 
hanged.  An  allege«i  want  of  intention,  when 
evil  is  committed,  will  not  be  allowed  in  a 
court  of  ju.-itice.  Roussseau,  Sir,  is  a  very  l)a«l 
man.  I  would  sooner  sign  u  sentence  t'or  his 
tran:?portatiuii,  than  that  of  any  fehm  who  has 


have  lived  our  whole  duration,  and  Rhall  never  die."  — //u/y 
Dyings  r.  i.  s.  r.  Neither  the  Ulshop  nor  Dr.  Jiihnfon  could 
mean  that  youth  and  manhottd  should  not  be  rt/ifiiout,  but 
th.it  lliey  should  not  Im*  religious  to  the  excltuion  of  the  sorud 
duties  of  iuilustry,  prudence.  &r.  See  putts  Aug.  I'J.  1773, 
where  Juhusuii  quotes  from  Ilesiod,  and  explains  in  this  sense, 

"£(>'«  »iM>,  /?«/X«u  TS  f*irtn.  iux't*  ^  ytfimn, 
a  line  which  Bishop  Tayhir  hod  perhaps  in  his  mind,  and  of 
which  Uo!iW(>U  thr>re  gives  this  translation :  — 

**  Li-t  youth  in  divds.  In  counsel  men  engage : 
Prayer  is  the  pro|ier  duty  of  old  age."  —  Cbokek. 

>  The  fact  seems  rather  to  !»,  that  they  have  happened  so 
seldom  that  (however  general  tuperstitiun  may  be)  there  doet 
not  seem  to  lie  on  roc«>rd.  \n  the  profane  history  of  the  world, 
one  single  well-authenticated  instance  of  such  n  maniiestation 
—  not  one  such  Instance  as  could  command  the  full  b«>liet  of 
rational  men.  Although  Dr.  Johnson  generally  leaned  to  the 
superstitious  side  uf  this  question,  it  will  be  seen  that  he 
occasionally  took  a  more  rational  view  of  it.  —  Crokkk 

«  La  Xouvellc  Ilvlo'uc,  published  in  17Gi.  —  Ckoker. 
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gonis  from   the  Old  Ballev  these  msuiy  years, 
ics,  I  ehould  like  to  have  bun  work  in  the 

fjlunLitions."  Boswell.  *'  Sir,  do  vow  tlilnk 
iitti  aa  bad  n  iitaii  m  Voltaire  V  Jobssom, 
"  Why,  Sir^  it  is  difficult  to  settle  the  propor- 
tion of  biinuity  betwet-ti  them." 

This  violence  seemed  very  stntnge  to  me, 
who  hnd  rend  miiny  of  Rouj^^e^iu'M  aniiimted 
writtnp  with  great  pleasure,  and  even  ediliea- 
tion;  hiul  been  much  plejiflcd  with  his  society, 
nnd  wan  just  come  from  thi!  continent,  where 
ho  was  very  [jcntTully  aiJmired.  Nor  can  I  yet 
allow  that  he  deserves  the  very  severe  censure 
which  Johnson  pronounced  upon  him.  His 
iibsurd  prefcreoce  ol'  navn^je  to  civilised  life, 
and  other  singulai'Ities,  arc  ]iroofs  rather  of  a 
defect  in  hie^  understantling,  than  of  any  de^ 
pravtty  in  hiin  heart.'  And  notwithstanding 
the  unfavourable  opinion  which  many  worthy 
m*in  have  expressed  of  hia  *^  Profemion  tie  Foi 
du  Vicaire  Sami/ard,"  I  cannot  help  admiring 
it  as  file  performance  of  a  man  full  of  sincere 
reverential  submission  to  Divine  Mystery, 
tlioujrh  beset  with  pei'plexin^  doubts  :  aatatc 
of  mind  to  be  viewed  with  pity  rather  than 
with  anper. 

On  his  favourite  subject  of  subordination, 
Johnson  said,  "  So  far  is  it  from  being  true 
that  men  ore  naturally  equal,  that  no  two 
people  can  be  ball'  an  hour  together,  but  one 
Mhall  acquire  an  evident  superiority  over  the 
other/^' 

I  mentioned  the  advice  given  us  by  philo- 
sophers, to  console  ourselves,  when  distressed 
or  embarraased,  by  thinkin<s^  of  tho!»e  who  are 
in  ft  worse  situation  thtin  ourselves.  This,  I 
observed,  could  not  apply  to  uli,  for  there  must 
be  ftoine  who  have  nobody  worse  tbim  they 
are.  Johwson.  "  Why,  to  Ihj  gure,  Nil*,  there 
are;  but  they  don't  know  it.  There  is  no  being 
so  poor  and  so  contempt! l>le,  who  does  not 
think  there  is  somebody  still  poorer,  and  still 
more  contemptible." 

As  my  stay  in  London  at  this  time  was  very 
shortt  I  had  not  many  opportunities  of  being 
with  Dr.  Johnson :  but  1  felt  my  veueratJon 
for  him  in  no  dejjree  lessened,  by  ruy  having 
Been  multorum  hominum  morejt  at  ttrht^jtJ  On 
tlic  contrary,  by  having  it  in  my  power  tt> 
compare  him  with  many  of  the  most  celebrated 


1  Ho^Wt'll  wnt  4lw«]rf  fngovf  of  notoriFtlci  ;  and  the  Com- 
p^taionM  of  tbi*  mUpmbV  mmn  hnA  DOt  Iwcn  at  LtiiJ  tioiB 
BUblUKH.  ir  1'  -  <  """  Mr  Bofireir*  dJninctlon 
[h<(w<h<u  ihe  w».  '  ar/.  ft  would  MMm  th^t 

hit  JuJirment  oi.  re* « nod,  for  Rou»««4u't 

utuiri  iinH.iiti.^  ttttn  notuttd  fnnugh. 

If  '  {  hod  not  dlflor(i«rwl  ii. 

t  'ii  '  hoi  tow  and  undeiervctl 

•  r.  ,     ■ 

th«n  ih«t  id. 


\\u 


iyu»,  \n  Alliinkon  (otbo 


I  persons  of  other  countries,  my  ad 
lis  extraordinary  mind  was  inc 
finned. 

The    roughness,    indeed,   wbleh 
appeared  in  his  manners  was  more 
me  n<»w,  from  my  having  been 
tlie   studied  smooth  complyi 
continent;  and  1  clearly  re     _ 
not  without  resjH^ct  for  his  honesC 
zeal,  the  same  indignant  and 
of  treat  inof  every  attempt  to  u 
good  principles. 

One  evening,  when  a  youTig 
teased  him  with  an  ocoount  of  the 
bis  servant,  who,  he  said,  would  not  b 
scriptures,  because  he  could  not  rej 
the  original  tongues,  and  \)e  Bure  that 
not  invented.  "  Why,  foolish  felli 
Johnson,  *^'has  he  any  belter  aut| 
almost  every  thing  that  he  bl 
BoswKLL.  "  Then  the  vulgar^  Sir,  1 
know  they  are  rights  but  must  uuVjI 
selves  to  the  learned.*'  Jouksoi*. 
sure.  Sir.  The  vulgar  are  the  ol 
the  State^  and  must  be  taught  llki 
BoswKLi..  "Then,  Sir,  a  poor  T 
\)G  a  Mahometan,  just  as  a  poor  f 
must  be  a  Christian?"  Johnson 
ycR,  Sir ;  and  what  then  ?  Thia,  no] 
stuff*  as  I  used  to  talk  to  my  moth| 
first  began  to  thiidc  myself  a  clev< 
and  she  ought  to  have  w  hipt  me  for  i 
Another  evening  Dr.  Gu!  n 

on  him,  with  the  hope  of  p  iji 

sup  with  us  at  the  Mitre.  W  e  ltmn< 
disposed,  and  resolved  not  lo  | 
"  Come,  then,"  said  Goldsnulii,  **  ¥ 
go  to  the  Mitre  to-night,  since  we  c^ 
the  big  man  •  with  u»."  Johnson  tJ 
for  a  bottle  of  port,  of  which  Gold 
partook,  while  our  friend,  now  a  wat< 
sat  by  us.  Cioldsmith.  '*  I  think, . 
son,  you  don't  go  near  the  theatres  n 
give  yourself  no  more  concern  abfl 
play,  thiui  if  you  had  never  had  ai 
do  with  the  stage."  Joum^om.  "^ 
our  tastes  greatly  alter.  The  iiul  do« 
for  the  child's  rattle,  and  the  old  mai 
care  for  the  young  man's  mistress,'**'  G 
^'  Nay,  Sir ;  but  your  Muse  was  im 


"  Wandering  from  clime  to  tMmr,  otMormnit 
l*h»lr  tnanocn  aottd,  «ml  ihelr  «Ulm  am 

—  CuilKIOt, 

*  tl  innv  he  •utpe<-tpd  that  Dr.  .fohuvnn  rnMm 
ith  ttuJT'  »omcwtiiit  haftitr.  mid  fram  «  d(4| 
the  fubjpct ;   f"  .     . 

Bofwdl'c    iti>. 
of  very  great  d 
ml»l[iti  ofchi 
bwt  to  the  de^;^ 
«htrh  humiiti  i 


ijMiiiiii  ■iiii  "ffi'it 


St.  57. 
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tute.  **  JoHifsoN.  **  Sir,  1  do  not  think  she 
IS.  But  as  we  advance  in  the  pournej  of  life 
e  drop  some  of  the  things  which  have  pleased 
»;  whether  it  be  that  we  are  fatigrued,  and 
nH  choose  to  carry  so  manj  things  any 
nher,  or  that  we  find  other  things  wliich  we 
ke  better."  Boswkix.  "  But,  Sir,  why  don't 
ru  give  us  sometlun^  in  some  oUier  wayP" 
oLDSMiTB.  "Ay,  Sir,  we  have  a  claim  upon 
on.**  JoHXSOH.  "  No,  Sir,  I  am  not  obliged 
» do  any  more.  No  man  is  obliged  to  do  as 
kuch  as  he  can  do.  A  man  is  to  have  part  of 
b  life  to  himself.  If  a  soldier  has  fought  a 
ond  many  campaigns,  he  is  not  to  be  blamed 
f  be  retires  to  ease  and  tranquillity.  A  phy- 
ietan,  who  has  practised  long  in  a  great  city, 
BST  be  excused  if  be  retires  to  a  small  town, 
oa  takes  less  practice.  Now,  Sir,  the  goo<l  I 
an  do  by  my  conversation  bean  the  same 
roportiun  to  the  good  I  can  do  by  my  writings, 
hat  the  practice  of  a  physician,  retired  to  a 
oiaU  town,  does  to  his  practice  in  a  great  city.** 
toswKLL.  **  But  I  wonder.  Sir,  you  have  not 
aoK  pleasure  in  writing  than  in  not  writing.*' 
'oBXSOii.     **  Sir,  you  may  wonder.'* 

Be  talked  of  miaking  verses  and  observed, 
The  great  difficulty  is,  to  know  when  you 
ave  made  good  ones.  When  composing,  I 
ave  generalty  had  them  in  my  mind,  perhnps 
iftyat  a  tiine,  walking  up  and  down  in  my 
-nam;  and  then  I  have  written  them  down, 
.nd  often,  from  laziness,  have  written  only  half 
ines.  I  have  written  a  hundred  lines  in  a  day. 

remember  I  wrote  a  hundred  lines  of  *  The 
Tanity  of  Haman  Wishes'  in  a  day.  Doctor," 
liming  to  Goldsmith,  "  I  am  not  quite  idle ;  I 
aade  one  line  t'other  day ;  but  I  made  no 
Dore."  GoLDSurrH.  **  Let  us  hear  it :  we'll 
Jut  a  bad  one  to  it."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  1 
are  forgot  it.** 

Such  specimens  of  the  easy  and  playful  con- 
renotion  of  the  great  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson 
ire.  I  think,  to  l)e  prized;  as  exhibiting  the 
ittle  varieties  of  a  mind  so  enlarged  and  so 
powerful  when  objects  of  cousc()uencc  re- 
paired its  exertions,  and  as  giving  us  a 
■iaute  knowledge  of  his  character  and  modes 
)f  thinking. 


if  ewridout  drlicacj.  in  nmUting.  in  one  or  two  intUncet, 

■  iadfoai  poAupr.  «n<l  in  tulwtitudnK.  in  two  or  throw 
■ten  tirar--«r««  word,  a  more  d"cnrims  fqiiiralfut ;  ami 

■  Witrm  iwrtiruUrljr  tlw  tU|»pression  of  "  a  strong  nid- 
Mviici  EmfliMk  wrd,  familiar  tu  alt  vka  read  their 
Mkl. '  U  •iHiIti  b«  tix>j.  1  thinlc.  to  rrfute  Mr.  M^raiilAv's 
pMrf  pnndpt«>.  Mid  to  expo«e  Ins  rqually  Mtphistical  iuid 
>PWfl  Alliisi'Kt  to  the  BMt ;  liUt  I  »hiill  hf  re  content 
■itf  vilb  aildiicing  the  rontmry  anthnrity  of  Sir  W  titer 
fim^  llie  «uth«ir  of  the  Lire*  of  Burke  and  GMldi>niith, 
Alb  fcwnm..  tlnce  mv  edition  and  Mr.  Maraiilay't  Review 
■epiMiahad.  occasion  to  quote  some  of  th<i«e  passaffea. 
SpsS  ay  rea^rre :  and  I  am  coiiviitced  that  the  public  at 
I^MMC  ammfe  of  mj   en«leavour  to  remove  from  this 

U  kaoK  Che  lew  expression*  that  might  olTend  female 

m.    Immaorry.  however,  to  say.  that  one  or  two  of 

BmiIt'i  **  •"'c'V  oUi'fathiomed  tpords '"  still  remain, 

iiBM  iBtrr woven  with  the  context,  that  I  r«)uld  nut  re> 

■n^B  •ithout  too  much  laceration  —  CROKkB. 

J  Jk.  f^gTosi'l  elde*!  •i»ter Crokeb. 

'■^Bvae  C4me  into  P4rliam<*iit  uiider  the  auspices  of 
lilbapiM  of  Kockinf  bam,  ia  the  year  1703.  —  Ckukir. 


JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 

At  LangtoUf  n»ar  SpUsby. 

"  Johnaon'i  Court,  FImC  Street,  March  9. 1766. 
"  DcAE  Sir,  —  What  your  friends  have  done, 
that  from  your  departure  till  now  nothing  has  been 
;  heard  of  you,  none  of  ut  are  able  to  inform  the  rest; 
but  a^  we  are  iill  neglected  alike,  no  one  thinks 
himself  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  complaint. 
I      **  I  should   have  known,  nothing  of  you   or  of 
i  Langton,  from  the  time  that  dear  MiM  Langton ' 
.  left  us,  had  not  I  met  Mr.  Simpson,  of  Lincoln, 
I  one  day  in  the  street,  by  whom  I  was  informed  that 
Mr.  Langton,  your  manuna,  and  yourself,  had  been 
all  ill,  but  that  you  were  all  recovered. 

**  That  sickness  should  suspend  your  corre> 
spondence,  I  did  not  wonder ;  but  hoped  that  it 
would  bti  renewed  at  your  recovery. 

*•  Since  you  will  not  inform  us  where  you  are, 
or  how  you  live,  I  know  not  whether  you  desire  to 
know  any  thing  of  us.  However,  I  will  tell  you 
that  THE  Ci  UB  subusts ;  but  we  have  the  lost  of 
Burke's  company  since  he  has  been  engaged  in 
public  bn^ness',  in  which  he  has  gained  more  re- 
putation tlian  perhaps  any  man  at  bis  [first]  ap- 
pearance ever  gained  before.  He  nude  two 
speeches  in  the  House  for  repealing  the  Stamp 
Act,  which  were  publicly  commended  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  have  filled  the  town  with  wonder. 

**  Burke  is  a  great  man  by  nature,  and  is  ex- 
pected soon  to  attain  civil  greatness,  i  am  grown 
greater  too,  for  I  have  maintained  the  newspapers 
these  many  weeks  ' ;  and  what  is  greater  still,  I 
have  risen  every  morning  since  New-year's  day, 
at  about  eight :  when  I  was  up,  I  have,  indeed, 
done  but  little ;  yet  it  is  no  slight  advancement  to 
obtain,  for  so  many  hours  more,  the  cotisciousncM 
of  K'ing. 

<*  I  wixk  you  were  in  my  new  study ;  I  am  now 
writing  the  first  letter  in  it.  I  think  it  looks  very 
pretty  alxtut  mc.^ 

**  Dyer  ^  is  constant  at  thk  Club  ;  Hawkins  ia 
remiss  ;  I  am  not  over  diligent ;  Dr.  Nugent,  Dr. 
Goldsmith,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  are  very  constant 
Mr.  Lye'  is  printing  his  Saxnn  and  Gothic  Dic- 
tionary:   all  THE  Club  subscribers. 

*•  Y<iu  will  pay  my  respects  to  all  my  Lincoln- 
Kltire  friends.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  most  affectionately 
yours, 

Sax.  Jounsov.** 


3  Probably    with    criUclsnc    on    hit     Shaketpeara.  -« 
Crokkr. 

*  He  entereil  this  study  7th  March,  1766.  with  a  prayer 
"  On  entering  }k'ot>um  Mu$eum."    Pr,  and  iltd.  p.  68.  Uaii. 

j  _  Cnoker. 

*  Sainurl  Dyer,  Esq..  «  mo«t  learned  and  inaenlnus  mem* 
ber  of  the  "  Uternry  Club,"  for  who>e  understanding  and 

!  aliainments  Dr.  J<ihnson  had  (treat  respect.  IIedied.Srpt.l4. 
i  177'i.  A  more  particular  acrouni  of  this  gentleman  may  b« 
I  found  in  a  Note  on  the  Life  of  Drydm.  p.  lfW  ,  prefixed  to 
I  the  e.iition  of  that  gri-at  wri(er«*s  Prose  Witrks.  in  four 
I  Tohimi's.  Avn.  |8(M»:  in  which  his  chHrarter  is  vindicated,  and 
;  the  very  unfarourable  representatloii  of  ft.  glreii  by  Sir  John 
;  Hawkins  in  his  Life  qf  Johnson,  pp.  22S.  S39.,  is  miuutaly 

examined.  —  Mai.onb. 
I  <  Kdward  Lye  was  bom  in  1704.  He  published  the  Etf- 
•  mo/o;iicufi  Anglieantim  of  Junius.  His  great  work  Is  that 
;  referred  to  above,  which  hn  was  printing  :  but  lie  did  l>nC  live 
I  to  see  the  piiblioMiioii.  He  dietl  in  i7't7.  and  the  Dictiofwirr 
I  w.ts  |iu  •lifthiil.  in  1779.  by  (he  KeT.  Owen  Manninjt,  author 

of  ihe  liittvTjf  and  Antiquittes  i^Surreg.  —  CaoKsa. 


3^^M^  Cmt^  flMC  Sttttet,  Mj9  to.  t70&. 

fc^^-  Is  ifiyoiiiig  ibat   I  abatild  bt 

^Mkaiy  iRvtad  t»y  the  dtMih  of  F\ere- 

na\  jmm  i^vf*  not  intst«k«n ;  he  was 

» vtem  I  loved  at  oocc  by  instinct  and 

I  kft««  icUozn  iadutged  more  hope  uf 

IHO  of  bctug  ftble  to  improve  our  ac- 

^   fnca:dth'(p.     Many    a   time  have  I 

at  Langtan,  and  inuKined  the 

whith  I  ahould  walk  to  Partney  *  in 

%  «Mtii««r  IBO#lttng ;  but  thic  is  no  longer  possible. 

Wa  rmri  wmt  andctvour  to  preserve  what  is  leA 

'    ^^  -.  ll^  aaamplc  of  piety  and  economy.      I  hope 

I     %««  »ak«  what  iiit|uiries  you  can,  and  write  down 

told  you«     'Hie  little   things  which  di«« 

do(Be«ttc  cliaracters   arc  soon  forg^otten : 

dctUy  to  inquire^  you  will  have  no  informa- 

if  Y^u  neglect  to  write,  InTormation  will  be 

• 


a  1^  ijMWton'i  ancle — Bofwstt. 
t  (W  pi»c*  ot  ruUIeace  o(   Mr.  FeregTinc  L4ngtoa.  — 
'  laawsu. 

V*   l,*nrl**n  d»d  nrrt  dlif»jfard  ihe  ominirl  gJreTi  by  Dr. 

-      -  '       1  ivcount  which  tic  li>u  beva  pleased  Iq 

^  nf  Mr.  FrrPicriDi!  LanstoD  weretheftc. 


i.K'.at 

<  lr>^»  to  hit 

"iit«rtiiin«id 

t'rv(t(|  with 

-a  i.m- iainr*  ,,i  uji- other  gen- 

<  I.     Hit  awn  itpfw'Arwoce.  lu  to 

ltd  pjjiin.  Ho  liaJ  alwayi  a  ptttt- 

'1   i)i)t  tulTer  to  rin|i]i»y  litii  whole  in- 

'v«r«  a  lum  of  money  Ijlufi  by  him  for 

.^(M<iitei  that  inijT^it  arfiitf.     Somt.*  moiicf 

*l4»fkt  ;  itL  hi*  dr-aUb,  (he  »uin  ht;  Usui  thrru 

jr  t(iiM>i.-i|   unit  fifl)  nuiind».     Ro  purchafrd 

[.  iture  and  tiDMi,  nfwhkh 

krid.  u  I  am  OMurcNi  by 

r  knowing,  nut  teu  thAn 

,    liiu'  'l^  ,11  ji'L  Ap^irt  for  charily  :  at  the 
•  oin  of  tHTfiUy.flwi'  pound*  wu  found, 
<'iit|il4<V<><l  in  such  Ufre*. 
,  ^  ,.1  :.,  ..I  In,,. J  r.,.,i....rfi„ned  to  hJ» 

I  ere  i^iutiM 

:l'jll  was  hii 

1   liivj.tjuu  4  rntrlhud  he 

,iice  of  niAtt  liquor  to  bo 

t  HOT  h->  :\  .leheleury,  or 

,:  lIm  that  hU 

ii^i  for  hii 

1  !  t"  Im"  pMt 


•Hbtftof  USt  ecrlainly 
Mid anuiied.  He  Used  in  idcnty  aodek 
■n  tnooawr  whkh,  to  manyt  would  up 
and  to  moat,  ccaiity.  How  be  tivis< 
ctvry  tnan  h^aa  an  interest  in  knowing. 
I  hope,  was  peaedul ;  it  was  surely  h^ 

"  I  wish  I  had  written  sooner,  le^t, 
I  should  renew  your  grief;  but  I  wi 
bear  saying  what  I  have  now  said. 

**  This  lo«s  i%   I  hope,  the  only  mil 
family  to  whoni  no  raisfortune  atiJI 
if  my  wishes  could   avert   it.      Let 
you  all   go  ou.      Has   Mr.  Lan|rtais 
little  horse  that   I  recomoieDi 
him  good  to  ride  about  bis  ei 

**  Be  pleased  to  make  my 
Ljington,  and  to  dear  Miss  Langtoft, 
and  Miss  Juliet,  and  to  every  body 

*'  Thb  Club  holds  very  well  logeih 
is  my  night.*     I  continue  to  rtiie  1 
and  rc»d  more  tlian  I  did.     I  hope 
yet  come  on  it.     I  am,  Sir,  your 
servant^ 


in    iliiowiini'l!'   «4* 

tajnily  ;  atkd  this 


presents  shot*  tbelr  wages  :  it  b  rrmarkibtl 

permit  their  ri'lattani  to  visit  them, 
two  or  lhf*«  d*j»  at  «  time. 

'*  The  wouiier,   with  moit  that   hear  ao 
economy,  will  t*»  hmw  he  wai  jble,  with 
do  to  much,  eipedAllv  whrn  It  U  cotuldervd  ( 
pverv  (hmg  he  nod.     lie  hnd  no  land,  fzcent  i 
..rt  Ji  fltldi  which  I  haTP  *a'"^.  ' 
V  thing  by  (hetr  proil 
n  ;  however,  thoy  f.i 
,  f- towards  hit  huuti't 
(not  hay,  for  that  I  know  he  bouj^ut 
Every  Mnnday  mornlnx  bf;  trtll^d  hli 
*0  kopt  up  a  i-i.i-i'.t.,rit  alf.-iaiMn  tr.  thr- 
Milhin 

tllCMP    ' 

ye*r.     oii'>  m  m*  >  ■ 

repair  wjAt  wanttotr  >i«^ 

■telr  pcrfonricd.     \'' 

Uy  in  a  provision  o\ 

ftnrio;  u  then,  ho 

not  be  w  well  ablr- 

runtcpquenCA  of  w  i* ■  < 

of  uecoAury  .i^'  ■ 

♦'  But  the  > 
to  do  to  mitt  I, 
thiiifi  OS  foon  a>  lie  had  <; 
arcounU,  mrh  n»  rent  fur 
afiil  these  hi!  paid  at  the  f  !,i 
neti.     He  ga*r  noltre  to  thv  n.iai-tirn 
markK  towns.  th»t  th«y  iliould  no  Ic 
If  they  let  any  of  lti»  tfrvant*  have  a« 
pA^Hn^  for  It.     Thus  he  put   it  out  of 
those  Imprudences  «o  which  thoMj  are 

Iiaymi'iitt  by  usiujt  thfir  money  sonii* 
t  ought  to  go.   And  whatever  riooi?j' 
tbot  Itwai  not  dfinanded  elsewhere,  liut 
cTtiiiloy  it  as  be  pleased, 

"  HU  examDl<t  was  conflnrd.  t>r  tfif  te^iurita 
his  abode,  to  tna  obHTvatic' 
virtue  would  have  made  i: 
known  it.     These  few  pan, 

'<biaincd  from  those  wnit  nveu 
tion,  and  be  an  lisoentive  lotli 
I  lie  Mi  Biiccea«ruUy  practlted. 
\.  .ii\  all  ouf  respect  Ibe  Mr.  Bentii 
It^Kpd  chamcter  for  arcumcy  and 
snniethlnn;,  in   the  foregoiDg  relatlou. 
Ifit^iLiU'  —  a  bouse,  s   yuud    idl,l> 
'»!»  (two  of  them  ntci 
oil  two  huddred  pon 
p,,i«n.t,,U  i«ll|  do  til  11 

lltry  liiiM'  liudl  on  rent, 
>rgm  of  A  r«%vectable  ■ 


'  irUier  ulltn' 

«    Ml    fiXi't    l<< 

.nag  in  parUcu^.i 
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CHAPTKR  XX. 

1765—1767. 

BtmrndTs     Tht$U  —  Siwlif    of  the    Law.  —  i7affA 

Tovf.  —  Strtaiham Oxford.  —  London    /m- 

proftmenls*  —  Dedtcaiiom.  —  Afr*.  H'illiamn'$ 
MUediamir*.  —  Mr.  IfiUiam  Drummond.  —  Trans- 
iaiiom  of  the  Bible  into  the  Gaelic,  —  Care  of 
ffftley.  —  Dr.  Bubertaon.  —  Cuihbtri  Shaw.  — 
•*  Tiim  Hervey.*' — Johnson'M  Interview  with  George 
in.  —  rUit  in  Lichfield,  —  Detith  of  Catherine 
Ckaatbers.  —  Lexiphanes,  —  Mrs.  Aston. 

ArrEB  I  had  been  some  time  in  Scotland,  I 
mentioned  to  iiim  in  a  letter  that "  On  my  first 
Rtum  to  my  native  country,  after  some  years 
of  absence,  t  was  told  of  a  vast  number  of  my 
acqnaintaoce  who  were  all  gone  to  the  land  of 
fiir^fulness,  and  I  found  myself  like  a  man 
stalking  over  a  field  of  battle,  who  every 
mmnent  perceives  some  one  lying  dead.**  I 
complaiDed  of  irresolution,  and  mentioned  my 
ittving  made  a  vow  as  a  security  for  goo<l  con- 
dact.  I  wrotc>  to  him  again  without  being 
ible  to  move  his  indolence:  nor  did  I  hear 
from  him  till  he  had  receive<l  a  copy  of  my 
iaufniral  Exercise,  or  Tliesis  in  Civil  Law, 
which  I  published  at  my  admission  as  an  Ad- 
vocite»  as  is  the  custom  in  Scotland.  He  then 
wrote  to  me  IS  follows :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London,  August  10.  I76S. 

**  Dbab  Sib, —  Tlie  reception  of  your  Thesis  put 
Be  in  mind   of  my  debt  to  you.     Why  did  you 

.  .  .^  I  will  punish  you  for  it,  hy  telling 
▼on  that  your  Latin  wants  correction.'  In  the 
bcpoDiMK,  Spei  iilterte,  not  to  urge  that  it  sliould 
kc  primx,  if  not  grammatical ;  altera  should  be 
akerL  In  the  next  line  you  seem  to  use  gemig  nb- 
■nlotelT,  for  what  we  call  family,  that  is,  for  iV/m- 
trium  ertraciiomt  1  doubt  without  authority. 
Uimimn  nuUiua  oriyintM,  for  nullis  orti  mujurihus,  or 
•aHolMD  iMfi,  i«,  as  1  am  afraid,  barbarous.  —  Uud- 
£maii  is  dead.' 

*>  I  haw  now  vexed  you  enough,  and  will  try  to 
you-  Your  resolution  to  ol)ey  your  fatlu-r 
I  sincerely  approve  ;  but  do  not  accustom  your«-e]f 
to  enrfiain  your  volatility  by  tows;  t'.i.'y  will 
■ffDetime  leave  a  thorn  in  your  mind,  which  you 
will,  perhapm  never  Iw  able  to  extract  or  eject. 
Take  thiv  warning  ;  it  is  of  great  importance. 


'    I 


•  Tk'  |>atA.ir«  omittrU  a'.ludcil  to  a  private  traufaction 

■  ran  c»-n»inv  of  my  Ijatiii  r«I.Up<  to  the  ilcdicition,  whirh 
Mi  M  fr/lln«»-  —  *  Viro  n<>l>llik«lino,  nrnali.iiinn,  Jnunni, 
Vtacpmili  Mt'UMtitiMrt,  auvi*  c^diro  rccibiu.  exi*«U:e  fHinlliaB 
#l«to  j^/  ali'Tte  i  labciitF  leculo.  uuu:n  hdiiiiiics  uulliut 
gfwa  Bquarr  niiibuA  Hfrgrediuiitdr.  Mnfttiinis  an- 
«f  iUuim.i  lenipt-r  nifmori,  natalium  Hplfrinlnrcin 
libua  aju:^rili :  ad  publira  |*iipijli  coinitia  j.im  lecntu  ;  in 
btfiuv  vrro  Maitna:  Krit4iiiii«  *fn:tlii,  jure  liirrctlitario, 
aiiaar«*ur«> ;  «im  iiititaiii  varii  ilnctrind  proinuvfute, 
IB^B  »e  Ten-liMJit^.  prat^itti  :  prurA  ll>ii\  animo  lilirr- 
fC  oririi'ii  el"iritMtii  ln«ik(iii:  ni  ItalitP  vi>il)iiid.T'  ilinere 
loa  bMi«>rari«<i<nii>:  haM-<*  jurlkpntdi-iitiir  pri:T-iti.(K, 
r-.«iicTiJr  .vnU-itii*  •<  ol'vrv:inti«,  iiibiiuiiieiitum,  D.  U. 

C  Q.  J*i:4lljU»  BoiMCU."  — BokWKLL. 


•*  The  study  of  the  law  is  what  you  very  justly 
term  it,  copious  and  generous* ;  and  in  adding  your 
name  to  its  professors,  you  have  done  exactly  what 
I  always  wished,  when  I  wished  you  best.  I  hope 
that  you  will  continue  to  pursue  it  vigorously  and 
constantly.  You  gain,  at  least,  what  is  no  small 
advantage,  security  from  those  troublesome  and 
wearisome  discontents,  which  arc  always  obtruding 
themselves  upon  a  mlud  vacant,  unemployed,  and 
undetermined. 

**  You  ought  to  think  it  no  small  inducement  to 
diligence  and  perseverance,  that  they  will  please 
your  father.  We  all  live  ujwn  the  hope  of  pleas- 
ing somebody,  and  the  pleasure  of  pleasing  ought 
to  be  greatest,  and  at  last  always  will  be  greatest, 
when  our  endeavours  are  exerted  in  consequence  of 
our  duty. 

**  Life  is  not  long,  and  too  much  of  it  must  not 
pass  in  idle  deliberation  liow  it  shall  be  spent :  de- 
liberation which  those  who  liegin  it  by  prudence, 
and  continue  it  with  subtilty.  mu^t,  after  long  ex- 
pense of  thought,  conclude  by  chance.  To  prefer 
one  futuremode  of  life  to  another,  upon  just  reasons, 
requires  faculties  which  it  has  not  pleased  our 
Creator  to  give  us. 

**  If,  therefore,  the  profession  you  have  chosen 
has  some  unexpected  inconveniences,  console  your- 
self by  reflecting  that  no  profession  is  without 
them;  and  thatall  the  tin[)ortuniiiesand  perplexities 
of  business  are  softness  and  luxury,  compared  with 
the  incessant  cravings  of  vacancy,  and  the  unsatis- 
factory expedients  of  idleness.  — 

*  IlnK;  sunt  quae  nostra  potui  te  voce  monere ; 
Vade,  age.** 

'•  As  to  your  History  of  Corsica,  you  have  no 
materials  which  others  have  not,  or  may  not  have. 
You  have,  somehow  or  other,  warmed  your  imagi- 
nation. I  wish  there  were  some  cure,  like  the 
lover's  leap,  fur  all  heads  of  which  some  single  idea 
has  obtained  an  unrca>ional)le  and  irregular  j>usseK- 
sion.  IVJind  your  own  affairs,  and  leave  the  Corsi- 
cans  to  theirs.  —  1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  mos-t  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Johnson." 

IJOSWKLL  TO  JOHNSON. 

••  .\uchinkHrh,  Nov.  6.  17»i6. 
'*  ^IrCH  K&TFEMEI)  AND  ULAK  SlK, —  I  pload  HOt 

guilty  to • 

**  Having  thus  I  hope,  cleared  myself  of  the 
charge  brought  against  me,  I  piesumeyou  will  not 
be  displeased  if  I  escape  the  punishment  which  you 
have  decreed  for  me  unhe.ird.  If  you  have  dis- 
charged the  arrows  of  criticism  against  an  innocent 
man,  you  must  rejoice  to  find  they  have  mivsed 
him.  or  ha%'e  not  been  pointed  so  as  to  wound  him. 


5  III"  MVi  Ruildiman  fa  jiroat  srammarlan>  /*  dead  —  ta  in 
furnifr  d.iy*  it  wa<  ftaui  th.it  Pmcuiu't  hrad  irai  bvitl^H. 
Hndilini.iii,  wlio  wa»  bum  in  107-1,  had  dli-d  in  l7-'>7.— 
Chokkh. 

•»  Thi*  alludM  to  the  first  «entrnc«'  of  thr  Proormlum  of 

my  Tlu'ti^.   "  Jiirixpnidcntiae  tliidio  niillimt  uI>oriiifl,  nullum 

:  gfn«>rO'«iiiK :    in  Ifcilxi*  rniin  a'jitaridit.   iMipulorum  mort>t, 

VHri;i<qtip  f(>rtiin.-rvice>i>x  quitiu»  lfKi'>orluntur,ciintctnplari 

kimiil  lol^mu^  "—  Bti^wKLL. 

^  IIoK*  mint  quo;  n(l^tra  lit  cat  tc  vocp  mourre  ; 

These  are  the  amttaels  that  mv  rvice  may  give  ; 
Go — Jullotr  them .flu.  vi.-lfW. 

C  The  pa«:t]ri^  OTnittnl  explained  tho  trai  unci  ion  to  which 
thr  iiiivt'il.ii);  U'LSur  had  alhidod UoiwELL. 
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**  To  Ulk  no  longer  in  allegory,  I  am,  with  all 
deference,  going  to  offer  a  few  obserrations  in  de- 
fence of  my  LAtin,  which  you  have  found  &ult 
with. 

•«  You  think  I  should  have  used  tpei  prinue  in- 
stead of  «pei  altera,  Spes  is,  indeed,  often  used  to 
express  something  on  which  we  have  a  future  de- 
pendenee,  as  in  Virg.  Eclog.  LI.  14.  — 

*  — — >  motio  namque  gemellos 
Span  gregis,  ah  !  silice  in  nudil  connixa  reliquit  :* 

and  in  Georg.  iii.  L  473.  — 

*  Spemqw  gregemque  stmul,' 

for  the  lambs  and  the  sheep.  Yet  it  is  also  used  to 
express  any  thing  on  which  we  have  a  present  de- 
pendence, and  is  well  applied  to  a  man  of  distin- 
guished inDuence,  —  our  support,  our  refuge,  our 
pratidiunit  as  Horace  calls  Mxcenas  So,  ^neid 
xii.  1.  57,,  Queen  Amata  addresses  her  son-in-law, 
Tumus:  —  *Spes  tu  nunc  una:'  and  he  was  then 
no  future  hope,  for  she  adds,  — 

* — —  decua  imperiumque  Latlni 
Te  penes ;  * 

which  might  have  been  said  of  my  Lord  Bute  some 
years  ago.  Now  I  consider  the  present  Earl  of 
Bute  to  be  *  ExceUa  familia  de  Bute  spes  prima  ;  * 
and  my  Lord  Muuntstuart,  as  his  eldest  son,  to  be 
*«pe«  oAero.'  So  in  ^neid  xiL  1.  168.,  after  having 
mentioned  Pater  ^neas,  who  was  the  present  spes, 
the  reigning  spes,  as  my  German  friends  would  say, 
the  spes  prima,  the  poet  adds,  — 

*  £t  juxta  Ascanius,  magne  spes  altera  Rome'  ^ 

**  You  think  altera  ungrammatical,  and  tell  me 
it  should  have  been  <;Uteri.  You  must  recollect, 
that  in  old  times  alter  was  declined  regularly ;  and 
when  the  ancient  fragments  preserved  in  the  Jurie 
Cioilii  Fontee  were  written,  it  was  certainly  de- 
clined in  the  way  that  I  use  it  This,  I  should 
think,  may  protect  a  lawyer  who  writes  altera  in  a 
dissertation  upon  part  of  his  own  science.  But  as 
I  could  hardly  venture  to  quote  fr&ff^ents  of  old 
law  to  so  classical  a  man  fis  Mr.  Johnson,  I  have 
not  made  an  accurate  search  into  these  remains,  to 
find  examples  of  what  1  am  able  to  produce  in 
poetical  compontion.  We  find  in  Plant.  Rudens, 
act  iii.  scene  4.  — 

*  Nam  huic  aHera  pafrli  quae  sit  profecto  nescio.* 

Plautus  is,  to  be  sure,  an  old  comic  writer ;  but  in 
the  days  of  Scipio  and  Lelius,  we  find  Terent. 
Heautontim.  act  ii.  scene  3.  — 

*  —  hoc  ipsa  in  itinere  altera 
Dum  lurrat,  forte  audivi.* 


>  It  Is  very  strange  that  Johnson,  who  In  hU  letter  quotes 
th"  £neid,  ihould  not  hMvi>  recollected  tbfi  obvloui  nnd  de- 
cUlve  aiithorit.v  for  tpct  alfern,  nor  yet  the  remarkable  u<e  of 
thei«  worda.  uttiibuted  to  Cicero,  bj  Servlui  and  Dnnatui: 
the  expretnions  of  the  latter  are  conclusive  In  Mr.  Bosweil's 
favour  :  —  At  cum  Cicero  quosdam  9er»H»  ( Virgilii)  mudittet, 
infitu  ml :  *  Maicnc  spe*  altera  Kom«.'  —  Quasi  ipseUntute 
Latins  %pe%  prima /iu««rf,  et  Maro  futmrus  esset  tecuada." 
Dooat.  Tit  Vir.  )41.  —  Caoau. 

s  SeedNf^,  p.  I^.  —  C. 

3  M'-s.  Plozsl  says. "  In  the  year  1766, Mr.  Johnson's  health 
grew  si>  bail,  thut  he  could  not  stir  out  of  his  room.  In  the 
eotirt  ha  lnltabite«l,  for  many  vfeek*  together— I  think 
momihs,  Mr.  Fhrale's  attentions  anil  my  own  now  became 
so  atnreptable  to  him,  that  he  oftfn  lamented  to  us  the  hor- 
rible condition  of  hU  mind,  which  he  said  was  nearly  dU- 


**  You  doubt  my  having  authori 
genus  absolutely,  for  what  we  call  fc 
for  iUustrioms  extraction.  Now  I  t 
Latin  to  have  much  the  same  sign: 
birth  in  En^li&h  ;  both  in  their  prin: 
expressing  umply  descent,  but  both  i 
trar'  f^oxn"  for  noble  descent  Genu. 
in  Hor.  lib.  iL  Sat.  v.  L  8.  — 

*  Et  genus  et  virtus,  nisi  cum  re,  vilit 
And  in  lib.  L  Epist.  vi.  1.  37.  — 

*  Et  genus  et  formam  Regina  Peciu 

And  in  the  celebrated  contest  betw« 
Ulysses,  Ovid's  Metamorph.  lib.  xiiL 

*  Nam  genus  et  proavos,  et  qua  non  1 
Vix  ea  nostra  voco.' 

**  Homines  nuUius  oripinis,  for  nuUis  < 
or  nulla  loco  natit  is,  *  you  are  afraid,  b 

*'  Ort^o  is  used  to  signify  extractioi 
^neid  i.  286'.  — 

*  Nascetur  pulchra  Trojanus  origin 

and  in  iEneid  x.  1.  618.— 

'  nie  tamen  nostr&  deducit  origins 

and  as  nullus  is  used  for  obscure,  ia 
genius  of  the  Latin  language  to  vritei» 
for  obscure  extraction  ? 

••  I  have  defended  myself  as  well  as 
"  Might  1  venture  to  differ  from  yo 
to  the  utility  of  vows?  I  am  sen 
would  be  very  dangerous  to  make  von 
without  a  due  consideration.  But  I 
thinking  that  they  may  often  be  of  grc 
to  one  of  a  variable  judgment  and  irre| 
tions.  I  always  remember  a  passaj 
your  letters  to  our  Italian  friend  Bai 
t.ilkiiig  of  the  monastic  life,  you  aai 
wonder  that  serious  men  should  put 
under  the  protection  of  a  religioiu  m6t 
have  found  how  unable  they  are  to 
themselves.*  For  my  own  part,  wilbi 
to  be  a  Socrates  I  am  sure  I  have 
ordinary  struggle  to  maintain  with  tk 
ciple ;  and  all  the  methods  I  can  dr 
enough  to  keep  me  tolerably  steady  in 
rectitude. 

**  I  am  ever,  with  the  highest  ▼em 
affectionate  humble  servant, 

**  Jambs  ] 

It  appears  from  Johnson^s  diarj, 
this  year  at  Mr.  Thrale's  *,  from  1 

trarted  ;  and  though  he  charged  su  to  make  I 
promises  of  secrecy  on  so  strange  a  sutdaci 
waired  on  him  one  morning,  and  heard  hi 

Kthetic  terms,  beg  the  prayers  of  Dr.  Ds 
•wesi,  who  had  left  him  as  we  came  In,  I 
affected  with  grief,  and  well  remember  that  I 
Toluntarllj-  lifted  up  one  band  to  shut  bis  moH 
cation  at  hearing  a  man  so  wildly  proclaim  «l 
last  persuade  no  one  to  believe.  Mid  what  tf  tr 
been  so  very  unlit  to  reveal.  Mr.  Thrala  « 
after,  leaving  me  with  him,  and  bidding  mm 
to  quit  his  dose  habitation  In  the  court  and  « 
Streatham,  where  I  undertook  the  care  of  Ms  I 
the  honour  and  happiness  of  contrlbutli^  to  11 
—  CaoKXB. 


-ffiT.57. 
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till  alter  Michaelmas,  and  that  he 
tftenrards  passed  a  month  at  Oxford.  lie 
had  then  contracted  a  great  intimacj  with 
Ifr.Chaubers  of  that  University,  afterwards 
Sir  Robert  Chambers,  one  of  the  Judges  in 
India. 

He  published  nothing  this  year  in  his  own 
atme ;  but  the  noble  D^ication  *  to  the  King, 
d*  Gwyn's    "  London  and  Westminster  Im- 
proveil,^  •  tvas  written  by  him ;  and  he  fur- 
aiahed  the  Preface,!  *"<!  several  of  the  pieces, 
vhk'h  ccimpow  a  volume  of  Miscellanies  by 
Hn.  Anna  Williams,  the  blind  lady  who  had 
I  a  asylum  in  his  house.'    Of  these,  there  are 
j  Us  *  Epitaph  on  Philips ;"  ♦     "  Translation  of 
a  Latin  Epitaph  on  Sir  Thomas  IIanmer;*'t 
•Friendship,  an  Ode;'* •  and,  "The  Ant,***  a 
'  paraphntfe  from  the  Proverbs,  of  which  I  have 
I  I  top  J  in   his  own  handwriting ;   and,  from 
bteraal  evidence,  I  ascribe  to  lihu,  "  To  Miss 
"^^i  on  her  giving  the  Author  a  gold  and  silk 
.  aetwork  Purse  of  her  own  weaving ; "  f '  and 
'  "TTie  happy  Life."  f — ^lost  of  the  pieces  in 
tliii  volume  have  evidently  received  additions 
from  his  superior  pen,  particularly  "  Verses  to 
3ir.  Richardson,  on  his  Sir  Charles  Grandison;" 
"The  Excursion  ;**  "  Reflections  on  a  Grave 
di^gmg  in  Westminster  Abbey/'    There  is  in 
this   mllectiott  a  poem,   **0n  the  death  of 
Ste^kcn  Grey,  the  Electrician;"*  which,  on 
reading  tt,  appeared  to  me  to  be  undoubtedly 
Johnson's.    I  asked  Mrs.  Williams  whether  it 
was    not    his.    "Sir,"   said  she,  with    some 
warmth,  **  I  wrote  that  poem  before  I  had  the 
I  honour   (^  Dr.  Johnson  s    acquaintance."    I, 
1  however,  was  so  much  impressed  with  my  first 
notion,  that  I  mentioned  it  to  Johnson,  repeat- 
ing at  the  same  time,  what  Mrs.  Williams  had 
lui    His  answer  was,  '-'■  It  is  true,  Sir,  that 
,  ibe  wrote  it  before  she  was   acquainted  with 
Dt;  but  she  has  not  told  you  that  1  wrote  it 
iU  over  again,  except  two  lines."*  "The  Foun- 
taiaa,**  f  a  beautiful  little  Fairy  tale  in  prose, 
•mten  with  exquisite  simplicity,   is  one   of 
,  lofan8on*s  productions  ;  and  I  cannot  withhold 
i  from  Mrs.  Thrale  the    praise  of  being  tlie 


'  h  Ihli  work  Mr.  G«yn  propoa<>d  the  principU,  and  in 

ttsy  imuncrt  the  drtmla,  oi  the  must  imptirtant  improve. 

.  •racivhtrh   h«vr  be^n   made  in   the   metropnlii   in   our 

I  dM.    A  brUre  near  S»merKt  llouve  —  a  grettt  street  from 

I  'fc' Hl]r■^arkrt  tn  the  New  Koad  —  the  improTempiit  of  the 

of   St.  Janir«'f  Park  —  qiiayi  along  the  Thamci  — 

to  Ixntdnn  Bridge  —  the  removal  of  Smith- 

and  several  other  suggeations  on  which  we 

ynd»  oarsH«p«  as  original  designs  of  our  own  times,  are  all 

■•  be  antiid  in  Mr.  iiwyn's  alile  ami  curious  work.     It  is 

■iniar,  that  he  dni«>unc«-d  a  row  of  hoii*fs  iken  l>iiilding 

k  llmiirn.  u  iDColerable  nuisances  to  Buckingliam  I'alace, 

■ri^  iheae  very  hfNiwt  the  public  voire  now  calls  for  the 

iWilUun.     Gwrn  had.  what  Ijord  Chatham  called,  "  the 

^hnic  •T'  **f  taicr."  —  CaoKKR. 

■TbefenowinKarconnt  ol  this  pul>lica(ion  was  given  Xij 
Ilriv  Kolgfit  (ir«  mtti,  p.  S'.  ami  74. ).  "As  to  her  poems,  she 
'  years  aumvptedto  piiltlish  them,  the  half-crowns  she  had 
wards  Uie  puiilicatlon.  she  ronfested  to  me.  went  for 
I  thai  Che  greatest  p^in  she  ever  felt  was  from 
M  mmtmxwaicn  of  d^fVaudlng  her  subscribers : "  but  what  ran 
|^ftb«  Docfir  [J<>hnM>n]  always  puts  me  off  with  '  Well, 
mA  tkhdL  about  It ; '  and  Goldsmith  says. '  Leave  it  tome.'  " 
bvrwr.  C«B  of  Ker  friends,  under  her  directions,  made  a 
■V  i^wtlpKiun  at  a  crown,  the  whole  price  of  the  work, 
■i  la  a  very  little  time  raised  sixty  pounds.    Mrs.  Carter 


author  of  that  admirable  poem,  '^  The  Three 
'  Warnings. 

He  wrote  this  year  a  letter,  not  intended  for 
publication,  which  has,  perhaps,  as  strong 
marks  of  his  sentiment  ana  st^^le,  as  any  of  his 
compositions.  The  orimnal  is  m  my  possession. 
It  is  addressed  to  the  Tate  Mr.  William  Drum- 
mond,  bookseller  in  Edinburgh,  a  gentleman 
of  good  family,  but  small  estate,  who  took 
arms  for  the  house  of  Stuart  in  1745;  and 
during  his  concealment  in  London  till  the  act 
of  general  pardon  came  out,  obtained  the 
acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnson,  who  justly 
esteemed  him  as  a  very  worthy  man.  It  seems 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Society  in  Scot- 
land for  propagating  Christian  knowledge  had 
opposed  the  scheme  of  translating  the  Holy 
Scriptures  into  the  Erse  or  Gaelic  language, 
from  political  considerations  of  the  disad- 
vantage of  keeping  up  the  distinction  between 
the  Highlanders  and  the  other  inhabitants  of 
North  Britain.  Dr.  Johnson  being  informed 
of  this,  I  suppose  by  Mr.  Drummond,  wrote 
with  a  generous  indignation  as  follows  :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  WILLIAM  DRUMMOND. 
"  Johnson's  Court,  Fleet  Street,  Aug.  13.  ITGfi. 
**  Sia,  —  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  that  it  could 
he,  in  an  assembly  convened  for  the  propagation  of 
Christtian  knowledge,  a  question  whether  any  nation 
uninstructed  in  religion  should  receive  instruction  ; 
or  whether  that  instruction  should  lie  imparted  to 
j  them  by  a  translation  of  the  holy  books  into  their 
own  language.     If  obedience  to  the  will  of  God  be 
I  necessary  to  happiness,  and  knowledge  of  his  will 
I  be  necessary  to  obedience,  I  know  not  how  lie  that 
I  withholds  this  knowledge,  or  delays  It,  can  be  said 
,  to  love  his  neighbour  as  himself.     He  that  volun- 
tarily continues  ignorance  is  guilty  of  all  the  crimes 
'  which  ignorance  produces ;  as  to  him  that  should 
I  extinguish    the   tapers    of   a    light-house,    might 
justly   he  imputed  the   calamities  of  shipwrecks. 
1  Christianity  is  the  highest  perfection  of  humanity ; 
I  and  as  no  man  is  g«od  but  as  he  wishes  the  good 
'  of  others,  no  man  can  be  f;ood  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, who  wibhes  not  to  others  the  largest  measures 
of  the  greatest  good.     To  omit  for  a  year,  or  for 


^^ 


was  applied  to  by  Mrs.  Williams's  desire,  and  she.  with  the 
utmost  activity  and  kindness,  iironired  a  long  lUt  of  names. 
At  length  the  work  was  pul>lisneit,  in  which  is  a  fine  written 
but  gloomv  [fairy]  lala  of  Dr.  Johnmn.  The  mimrr  (l-W.) 
.Mrs.  Williams  had  varioos  uses  for,  and  a  part  of  it  was 
funded."  —  Malo.iib. 

3  See  anii,  p.  54.,  where  it  Is  shown  that  the  "  Verses  on 
the  Purse  "  are  by  llawkesworth.  It  Is  strange  that  Bnswell 
should  there  sUle  his  belK-f  that  iMh  the  Latin  epitaph  on 
Haniner  and  its  translation  were  Johnson's,  when  it  appears 
on  the  face  of  Mrn.  Williams's  vnluroe,  that  i7(t  ureaume 
the  Latin)  was  "  vritim  btf  Dr.  Frhiul"  who  was  ci-lebrated 
for  this  species  of  composition.—  Csokir.  IrtSI— 1846L 

<  These  liiifS  reconl  a  memorable  fact  which  I  liave  not  seen 
eltewlicre  noticed.  MIm  Williains,  it  seems,  in  her  earlier 
life,  had  tn^en  an  asslntant  to  Gray  la  his  electrical  ex|)orl- 
mcnts,  aud  mention  is  made  of 

" the  electric  flame :  — 

"  The  flame  which /Trjir.  weak  pupil  of  thy  lore, 
"  1  saw  —  condemned,  alas  !  to  see  no  more.'* 

To  which  is  appended  a  note,  saving.  "  The  publisher  of  this 
Miscellany,  as  she  was  assisting  .Mr.  Gray  In  his  experiments, 
was  the  first  that  observed  and  notified  the  emission  of  tlie 
electric  spark  from  the  human  l>ody.  Mite.  p.  48_CaoKiK, 
I(i46. 
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"  To  talk  no  longer  in  allegory,  I  am,  witli  all 
deference,  poinp  to  offer  a  few  observations  in  de- 
fence of  my  Latin,  which  you  have  found  fault 
with. 

"  You  think  I  should  have  used  fjtei  prima:  in- 
stead of  *fjn  alttra:.  Sffs  is,  iiulee<l,  often  used  to 
express  somethin;;  on  which  we  have  a  future  de- 
pendence, as  in  Virg.  Kclog.  i.  I.  14. — 

* mo<lo  nam(]uc  gemellos 

Spurn  gregib,  ah  !  silicc  in  nuda  cunniza  reliquit  :* 

and  in  Georg.  iii.  1.  473.  — 

<  Sprmque  gregemque  simul/ 

for  the  lambs  and  the  sheep.  Yet  it  is  also  used  to 
express  any  thin;;  on  which  we  have  a  present  de- 
pendence, and  is  well  applied  to  a  man  of  distin- 
guished influence,  —  our  support,  our  refuge,  our 
prirkitlium,  as  Horace  calls  Mavenas  So,  /Eneid 
xii.  1.  57.,  Queen  Amata  addresses  her  son-in-law, 
Turnus: — *Spes  tu  huhc  una.-*  and  he  was  then 
no  future  hope,  for  she  adds  — 

* decus  imperiumque  Latini 

Te  penes ;  ' 

which  might  have  been  said  of  my  Lord  Bute  •^•^ 
years  ago.     Now  I  consider  the  present   K:.. 
Bute  to  be  *  Excehx  familia  de  liuU  spes  pi 
and  my  I^rd  Mountstuart,  as  his  eldest  su: 
*  »pet  altera.*  So  in  iEneid  xiL  1.  (68.,  ufu- 
mentioned  Pater  ^neas,  who  was  the  ft- 
the  rtigninp  spes,  as  my  German  fricnd-> 
the  ip€M  primaf  the  poet  adds,  — 

*  £t  juxta  Ascanius,  magnae  tpe*  all. 

**  You  think  altera  ungrammatU- 
it  should  have  been  aiterL     Yon 
th.it  in  old  times  al'er  wai  dedin"  ' 
when  the  ancient  fragments  pre 
Cii'fVit  Fontes  were  written,  it 
clined  in  the  way  that   I   um* 
think,  may  protect  a  lawyer  *.  ' 
dlisertatioii  upon  part  of  hi< 
I  could  hardly  venture  to  •• 
law  to  KG  clasiical  a  mau  .> 
not  made  an  accurate  se.ti 
find  examples  of  what    < 
poetical  composition. 


"  You   doubt  my 
pentu  absolutely,  for 
for  illMstrioiu  extra  r' 
Latin  to  have  mu> 
birth  in  English  : 
expressing  siinpl  < 
Jfar'  (ioxv  for 
in  Ilor.  lib.  ii. 

*  £t  genus  x 
And  in  lib. 

•  Et  p> 

And  ii- 
Ulysv 

•  V 


_  •  x>i 
it 


act  HI.  scene  4.  — 
*  Nam  huic  a'tertt  p- 

Plautus  is,  to  lies' ■.• 
the  day«  of  Scip;<' 
Heautontim.  act   '   • 

Dum  uuri  * 


«  III* very *':t*^ 

th  •  .tiinhl,  all- 
Ci*ive  .-luti  •  • 
th€'«e  Win 


^.^  -«:iM|P«te 

"*  .•,t»  A.*  will 
_^^  wjkujpr  by 
^      ,^  OiV  will 

J|]|[  ^.»*;tfc<fe,  he 


^  .„,^  V  thought 
**■     *    v*»    *  •dl  easily 

-^^^•^    U«tnow. 


V  :hc  p.iri«li  of 

m«"  null  a 

•n  thi»  work, 

h4<  .iPiuIihI  to 

«« itif  X»'W  "IVs- 

««l«|Mtrliinitv  of 

.   •  "ly  uf  Ihi"  Ki'v. 

^  .  »tiii|!Ui«lii*(l  by 

tW  ainiahi«>  $im- 

_  au  lndrriiti|;alil« 

^4  im|<nniii{:  ilio 


ine 

•  '..illy  d 

iNo   per.suadt 

-nil  modesty  am 

u-orthy  translator  gc 

.  J    ii.is  a  higher  reward  in  i 

■HIS  which  this  world  can  best 

...I  lie  useful  to  him. 

1  i:e  publication  of  my  letter,  if  it 

-.  Ill  a  cause  to  which  all  other  causa 

1  should  not  prohibit.     But  first,  I  wo 

t.i  consider  whether  the  publication  w 

.uiygood;  next,  whether  by  printing 

buting  a  very  &mall  number,  you  ma 

all  that  you  propose ;  and,  what  perhi 

have  Mid   first,  whether  the  letter,  wli 

now  perfectly  rememlier,  be  fit  to  be 

you  can  consult   Dr.  Bobertson,  to  w 

little  known,  I  shall  be  satisfied  about  t 

of  whatever  he  shall  direct.     If  he  tli 

should  be  printed,  I  entreat  him  to  rev 

may,  perhaps  he  some  negligent  lines 

whatever  is  amiss,  he  knows  very  well 

tify."     Be  pleased  to  let  me  kiu>w,  fr 

time,  how  this  excellent  design  goes  fo 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  voung 

mond.  whom   I  hope  you  will  Jive  to 

you  desire  him.     I   have  not  lately  si 

pIiiuKton,  but  believe  him  to  be  pro 

shall   be  glad   to  hear   the  same  of  yc 

Sir,  your  aflectionate  humble  servant, 

*'Sa>i.  : 


pntitU>  him  tn  the  gratituilo  of  h:.«  vountrv. 
r.itit>n  of  hH  Rood  iiicii.  It  f{>rt.ninly  would  be 
a  «h.ira('t<;r  »hould  be  p<>riniued  to  sink  tnt 

B»W\»  TLL. 

-  I'his  paragraph  khnws  Jolinson'i  real  esti 
rhnractiT  and  aliilit<i>>  of  the  rclt'braied  Scott 
hiiMe\rr  lijthily.in  a  moinmt  of  ciprire.  he  ma 
of  111*  work*.  >-  BowGiL.  Ilo  •i-cms  nr%-er  tt 
otlicrwisi*  th.in  »li|!htinglr  at  Dr.  Riih«>r(»fin*i  v 
hf  niny  have  rr«|toctiHl  both  his  gciirrai  chai 
jwlgmcnl  on  tliit  partiriilar  Mibject.  See  pott, 
AjuiiW  1773,  *c.-CaoKER. 
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MOND. 


t4.1767. 
-mntry. 


ill  inc 

t'l  go  to 

.  .1  sum,  if 

.  ;i>  he  of  use. 

.-iiv  them  what 

:  <li)  I  would  do 

ii  ison  to  pay  much 

■.■Aw  some  intelligence 

theatre,  whose  letter  I  re- 

<   with  yours ;  and  to  whom, 

.  wilt  make  my  excuse  for  the 

.insn-oring  her. 

1  iiilvance  within  ten  poimds  shall 

iL'Uirned  to  you,  or  paid  as  you 

i  trust  wholly  to  your  judgment.     I 

.  .  Sau.  Johnson. " 

(  mlibcrt  Shaw*,  alike  distinj^uished  by 
Junius,  misfortunes,  and  misconduct, 
.ilisbwl  thin  year  a  poem,  called  "The  Race, 
7  Mercuriua  Spur,  Esq.,"  in  which  be  whinisi- 
lUyinade  the  liTin<r  pr>tft8  of  England  contend 
ir  pre-eminence  of  ianic  by  running : 

"  Prow  by  their  liecls  the  prowess  of  the  head." 

I  tUi  poem  there  was  the  following  portrait 
rjohnson. 


I  Tliii  b  ih'  fwr^on  concmilnit  whom  Sir  John  Hawkins 
itfanvn  out  irrjr  imwarranlable  rt-flrctlont  both  agiiiaat 
r.  MAtk%aa  and  Mr.  Franrln  Barlxn-.  —  Doswbll. 
hvMna  «tihi4  to  pertiuide  thf;  world  that  Dr.  Johnson 
ai  ^uAtifiablr  in  thi>  dkpo«al  of  hit  property,  in  prn- 
I^Barbrr  lothu  man.  whom  .Sir  John  and  hi»  daiiithtpr, 
Iv  Memair$.  with  a  motl  nurprislnR  disrppard  of  truth, 
I  JMBMon'a  rrlal'tm.  but  who.  in  fai-t.  had  only  marriiKl 
■ritffoo.  Sb»  wa«  dnui,  and  Hf^lev  had  married  another 
■B,al  the  timr  wh^n  Hawkint  olTectcd  to  think  that  hn 
IfMau  to  typ  Dr.  Johuton's  heir.  \\>  kce  that  >n  parlr  a< 
BAMn  rrar«  before  hi*  death  Johnion  exprp«>ed  a  marked 
iMd  ior  Hrf\j  himfell.  See  poj/.  lub  Oct.  »).  and  Dec. 
\  Ite  prolMble   raotire  of   Hawklut's  mlkitatement — 


of  him  In  the  F.uropfan  Magazine,  Ja- 
w  Ifti.  _  Bi*iWCLL.  Outhbert  Shaw  wa«  born  in  I73<<  or 
kaai  dlf^  overloaded  with  complicat<nl  di«(rei«.  in  Titch- 
llnaet.  Osfufd  .Market.  Sept.  I.  1771.— Wriuiit. 


Here  Johnson  eomei,  —  unblest  with  outward 

g^u^e, 
His  ri{^d  morals  atamp*d  upon  his  face ; 
While  strong  conceptions  struggle  in  his  brain ; 
(  For  even  wit  is  brought  to  bed  with  pain :) 
I      To  view  him,  porters  with  their  loads  would  rest. 
And  babes  cling  frighted  to  the  nurses*  breast, 
''ith  looks  convulsed  he  roars  in  pompous  strain, 
like  an  angry  lion,  shakes  his  mane. 

'',  with  terror  struck,  who  ne'er  had  seen 
in  with  so  terrible  a  mien, 
her  they  should  stay  or  run, 
-li,  and  claims  him  for  her  son. 
1 1'lh  she  warns  him  now  to  yield, 
>  i^lories  in  the  doubtful  field  ; 
.  !  in  conscious  worth,  content  sit  down, 
.  \  Ko,  resolved  his  variotis  pleas  to  crown, 
.ii  I'urced  his  present  claim  to  disavow, 
.i  lung  reserved  a  chaplet  for  his  brow, 
i .;  )m>ws,  obeys ;  for  'Hme  shall  first  expire, 
1  AM  Johnson  stay,  when  Virtue  bids  retire." 

'J'hc  lion.  Tliomas  Ilerrey"  and  bis  lady 
having  unhappily  disagreed,  and  being  about 
to  separate,  Johnson  interiercd  as  their  frien<l, 
j  and  wrote  him  a  letter  of  expostulation,  which 
I  have  not  been  able  to  find;  but  the  sub- 
stance of  it  is  ascertained  by  a  letter  to  John- 
son in  answer  to  it,  which  Mr.  Ilervey  printed. 
The  occasion  of  this  correspondence  between 
Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Henrey  was  thus  related 
to  me  by  Mr.  Beauclerk.  "  Tom  Ilervey  hatl 
a  great  liking  for  Johnson,  and  in  his  will  had 
lelt  him  a  legacy  of  fifty  pounds.  One  day  lie 
said  to  me,  *  Johnson  may  want  this  money 
now,  more  than  afterwards.  I  have  a  mind  to 
give  it  him  directly.  Will  ^ou  be  so  good  as 
to  carry  a  fifly  pound  note  from  me  to  him  ?  * 
This  I  positively  refused  to  do,  as  he  ml^ht, 
perhaps,  have  knocked  me  down  for  insulting 
him,  and  have  afterwards  put  the  note  in  his 

t)ocket.  But  I  said,  if  Hervcy  would  write 
lim  a  letter,  and  enclose  a  fifty  pound  note,  I 
should  take  care  to  deliver  it.  lie  acconlingly 
did  write  him  a  letter,  mentioning  that  he  was 
only  paying  a  legacy  a  little  sooner.  To  his 
letter  he  added,  *  P.a.  I  am  going  to  part  with 
my  wife.*  Johnson  then  wrote  to  him,  saying 
nothing  of  the  note,  but  remonstrating  with 
him  against  parting  with  his  wife.*' 

When  I  mentioned  to  Johnson  this  story,  in 
as  delicate  terms  as  I  coukl,  he  told  me  that 
the  fitly  pound  note  was  given  ^  to  him  by  ]!^lr. 

'  The  Hon.  Thomas  Hrrrey,  whoiH>  "  Letter  to  Sir  Tho- 
mas ll.-inmer  "  in  1742.  was  miirh  read  at  that  time,  lie  waa 
tht!  kerond  Ron  of  John,  firxt  Karl  of  Briittol,  and  one  of  the 
brotherii  of  Jdhiiftoii't  early  friend,  Henry  Hcrrey.  He  [was 
horn  in  lOfM,]  marrii>«i,  in  1744.  Anne.  lianKhter  of  Francis 
Cunshlan.  Esq..  and  dii-d  Jan.  20.  177'V.  —  .Malonb. 

*  Thif  is  not  iiiconsihtent  with  Mr.  Beaurlerk's  arcnunt. 
It  may  have  tieen  in  consideration  of  this  pamphlet  that  Her- 
vey  left  Jnhnion  the  fiily  pounds  in  his  will,  and  on  second 
thoughts  he  may  have  determined  to  send  it  tn  him.  It 
were,  however,  to  b*  wished,  that  the  story  Itid  stood  on  its 
original  gnMind.  The  arrentanra  of  an  anticipated  lepnry 
from  a  friend  would  have  had  nothing  objectionable  in  it :  l)ut 
ran  so  much  be  said  for  the  employment  of  ime's  pen  for 
hire,  in  the  dl'gu^ting  fquahbles  of  so  miscMernm  and  pro- 
fligate  a  madman  as  Mr.  Thomat  Herrey  ?  **  He  was  well 
kniiwn,"  says  tiie  gentle  hiogra|iher  of  the  Feerage  (Sir 
Kgerton  Brj-dges),  "  for  his  genius  and  ecrentrirltieit."  The 
iHftter  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  above  mentioned,  was  the  Brat 
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Hcrvey  in  consideration  of  bis  havin|r  written 
for  hini  a  pamphlet  ai^ainst  Sir  Cbarles  Han- 
bur)'  WiUiains^  wht>,  Mr.  Hervey  imog^iued, 
wjw  the  autlior  of  an  uttJick  ujwn  him;  but 
that  it  WHS  ftilterwards  tibcoveivd  to  be  the 
work  of  ft  i»arrc»ioer  S  who  wrote  **The  Fool;" 
tht*  luimphlet  therefore  og*inst  Sir  Charles  was 
not  prill  ted. 

Iti  February,  \7Ci7^  there  happened  one  of 
the  moat  remtirkuble  incidents  of  Johnson's 
life  ivhich  graliiied  his  roonarchical  enthiisia§ra, 
and  wh'tdi  he  Iwved  to  relate  with  all  its  cir- 
cutiisijinces,  when  requested  by  his  friends. 
Thii  wiis  his  being  honoured  by  a  private  con- 
▼er*»iion  with  his  Majesty,  in  the  libriirjr  ivt 
the  Qtv«en's  house.-  lie  had  frequently  visited 
those  splenilid  i%>om8  and  noble  collection  of 
books 't  which  he  used  to  say  was  more  nu- 
inenMHs  and  curious  thiin  he  supposed  any 
person  could  have  made  in  llie  time  which  the 
king  hail  emploved.  Mr.  Barnard,  the  libra- 
rian, took  care  that  he  should  have  every  ac- 
corarafxlution  that  could  contribute  to  his  ease 
and  convenience:,  while  indulging  His  literary 
taste  in  that  place ;  so  that  he  had  here  a  very 
jtgreeable  resource  at  leisure  hours. 

Hla  Majesty  having  been  inlbrined  of  Las 


(17411,  U  In  tMI  TO*!  of  th**  iTianv  ^ppe«li  which  Mr.  Rerfrjr 
HI"  -  priviile  cnncvrni.     TKe 

«  'T  Hoped  from  ber  hut* 

r  I  ft  fPTTis.  :i  will,  in  hfi 

r  ■       '  *  b»d  nUfe 

-shAnrl,  ;«id 


h 

gU«<  Jii<u. 


•o 

.il»d 

-^'.M 

I  iL     AU  Lhii  Hi  garuulna  .tml 
y{  fin«'  wrIiiiiR.  the  nk04it  cutting 

(liliilU,  aiil    t!i*-    iii<-»r!    --('lion- 


occ4Lsional  visits,  wa5  pleased  to  si 
that  be  shouhl  be  told  when  Dr 
next  to  the  lii»rary.  Accordlngi 
time  that  Jvrbnson  did  come,  as 
fairly  eniia^i/d  with  a  book,  on  whi' 
sat  by  the  fire,  he  seemed  quite 
Barnard  stole  round  to  the 
the  King  was,  and,  in  obe«li 
jesty's  commands,  mentioned  till 
waa  then  in  the  library.  His  M 
he  was  at  leisure,  and  would  | 
upon  which  JSir.  Barnard  l4*ok  < 
cundles  that  stood  on  the  Kings 
lighted  his  Majesty  through  a  suit^ 
till  they  came  to  a  private  d(H»r  intol 
of  whu'h  his  Mnjesty  hod  the  ' 
entered,  Mr.  Barnard  stepped  forwi 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  still  in  t 
study,  and  whispered  him,  "  Sir,  i 
King."  Johnson  started  up,  wid 
His  Majesty  approached  him,  and  | 
courteously  easy^** 

His  Majesty  began  by  ol«emn 
understood  he  came  soroetiriie*  to  I 
and  then  mentioning  his  having  hei 
Doctor  had  been  lately  at  Oxford, 
if  he  was  not  fond  of  going  tiiitker. 


lo«lr  C,  U,  WMIIcm*.  I»w»  moit  ffl^tMnM  *U  < 
to  oncwer  which,  tho  vlld  «nd  *-■■■  i^ 

r*H|iitri*d   lb*  4>f)ilJiiicc  nf    JJi  iH 

WiniMm   irorilry,    bm   ht»  aclLii 
productkcnt,  _  CROKeR. 

■J  Hu<  kin^hAin   Honte  (n  St.  JMimrft'i  P*rki 
for    ShclTiriJ,    Dnkir   of   BurklMTham.  Imiuu 
Gporge  lit.  fcsr  21  f^'^    ' '  •<  -  •"' 
liffu  of  Stim^TiPt   1! 
I'scppcotl )  *  crffbor- 

^  Dr.  Jnhn«t)ii  had  ila:  liMikour  n 
HT\ce  lou'Hrdi  tht  fnrtnallon  of  tht*  Hbn 

h.n^    Wtf.  r    fruin    him    f.»    Mr     n,irii.ir<( 


Oh-  Ki-> 
iS\fr*'  Ik'* 
derfullv 


t  At  ihf?   clow  c»r 
•c-ree  iho  Srcotid, 

-  inc*, 

■  iinru 

...    '■'■'t/Ji 

thiul.'i    xi'^4iMfj«a.'irjf,  ail  J.  In 

ri/f'<\  <>r  t'd.f  n,>liti  fif  things. 


paiiu  : 

p  etiTit  ft  tsfii  lit  grtvi  MX  iccoinit  of  a 
«ad  »oT(?ral  other  fr1«'ndf  at  Sir  Joshiuut  I 
Canuiril  ;  from  (lu*  copy  nf  ■  Ic-ttrr 

■  r,  to  Biihop  W*r 
I  i>r  which  i»  unc 
I  well,  ftiitl  ji  c*«ij»; 
IT  me  froru  hU  i 
n.     To  all  thr«r' 


lie  may 


r   M   In  «lio  th« 


iM  lij  Mr,  Alc^iiadL-r  LhatluiJu'M't  iixctiU-iit  i^i 
tt*n*  irt  MiOgfttpAff,*'  In  »h*»  Api>«im1>x.^Cboj 
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Johnson  answered,  that  he  was  indeed  fond  of 
going  to  Oxford  sometimes,  but  was  likewise 
fclad  to  come  bock  again.  The  Kin^  then 
asked  him  what  they  were  doing  at  Oxford. 
Johnson  answered,  he  could  not  much  com- 
mend their  diligence,  but  that  in  some  resi>ects 
ther  were  mended,  for  they  had  ]>ut  their  press 
onder  better  rcfftdntions,  and  were  at  that 
time  printing  Polybius.  He  was  then  asked 
whether  there  were  better  libraries  at  Oxford 
or  Cambriilge.  He  answered,  he  believed  the 
Bodleian  was  larger  than  any  they  had  at 
Cambridge ;  at  the  same  time  adding,  '*  I  hope, 
whether  we  have  more  books  or  not  than  they 
hare  at  Cambridge,  we  shall  make  as  good  use 
of  them  as  thev  do.*'  Being  asked  whether 
All-Souls  or  Christ-Church  library  was  the 
hr^esL,  he  answered,  **  All- Souls  library  is 
tke  largest  we  have,  except  the  BiMlleiun." 
"At,"  said  the  King,  "that  is  the  public 
Bbrwy." 

His  Majesty  inquired  if  he  was  then  writing 

nj  thing.   He  answered,  he  was  not,  for  he  had 

pitttj  well  told  the  world  what  he  knew,  and 

■ut  now  read  to  acquire  more   knowledge. 

Tke  King,  as  it  should  seem  with  a  view  to 

nrge  him  to  relr  on  his  own  stores  as  an  ori- 

paal  writer,  ana  to  continue  his  labours,  then 

lud,  ^'Ido  not  think  you  borrow  much  from  any 

bod  J.*"     Johnson  said,  he  thought    he    had 

■heady  done  his  part  as  a  writer.    "  I  should 

have  thoa^t  so  too,"  said  the  King,  "  if  you 

bid  not  written  so  well.'*   Johnson  observed  to 

me,  upon  this,  that  "  No  man  could  have  paid 

I  Itaodsomer  compliment ' ;  and  it  was  fit  for 

I  King  to  paT.    It  was  dcci:«ivc.'*  When  asked 

.  bj  another  friend,  at  Sir  Joshua  Kcynol(is'i>, 

I  whether  he  made  any  rcplv  to  this  hi;rh  coni- 

■  ^iment,  he  answered,  "  2^0,  Sir.     When  the 

!  lung  had  said  it,  it  was  to  be  so.    It  was  not 

'  lor  me  to  bandy  civilities  with  my  Sovereign.'* 

I  Perhaps  no  man  who  had  spent  his  whole  life 

j  ID  courts  could  have  shown  a  more  nice  and 

I  djjrniiiud  sense  of  true  politeness,  than  Johnson 

dki  in  this  instance. 

His  Majesty  having  observed  to  him  that  he 
fliippoi»e«l  he  mu.it  have  read  a  great  deal ; 
JohnsriQ  answered,  that  he  thought  more  than 


himtoir  imiutrd  it  tn  P.10U  («'e  pott.  Oct.  10. 
tTV^j :  vnI  it  bu  indn^  brcomr  one  of  tlie  cuinmon.]ilHi.-eB 
af  cuBplinKnC  —  rfgi$  tut  rxemptar.  Haw  kin*  lia.i  pr«>iierved 
■  e»pliHi»nt  of  th«  ^.l^le  kind  by  Civirge  II..  which,  of  a 
Srtacc  Hut  CflrtirattHl  for  iiiich  ttiinxt,  it'^ms  worth  rc|Mfatin)r. 
Mr.  TlwimtAn  of  Yi>rk»hire  railed,  at  Hm  own  i'\|)en««',  a 
n.%}m*  lit  titYintwe,  and  tha(i);li  newljr  m.-irrieii  to  a  beautiful 
jaaif  lidj.  marrliffd  at  thi*  Iifad  of  it  with  the  King's  army. 
AAiv  the  rebellion,  he  and  hln  wife  went  to  court,  when  rhe 
te(,  who  had  noticed  Mrt.  Thorniou,  »aid  to  him,  "  Mr. 
TiNrnlcn.  I  ha»e  been  told  of  jrour  «ervl«'e*  to  your  coun'ry, 
mi  juur  ait^rhment  to  my  family,  and  have  held  myself 
^Utggi  to  j'Hi  fiir  both  ;  but  I  wa«  m-ver  able  to  apiireciate 
ftr  4rKr*w  of  the  ohliK-ition  till  1  had  teen  tho  lady  you 
M  befiind  J9*i"  —  Cnokk*. 

>  Thr  Krt  Mr.  Strahaii  clearly  recollectt  having  been  fold 
If  JobMon.  that  the  Kiag  otiwrred  that  Po|>e  made  War- 
tmnm  a  Hahop.  '*True.  Sir."  mM  Johnson,  "  but  War- 
tanoa  did  more  for  Pope ;  he  made  him  a  Christian  :  " 
tfadnr.  DO  doubt,  to  hi*  initenkouii  comment*  on  the  '*  K«*ay 
mm  M^  "  —  Bo«wBLt.  Mr.  Strahan's  re<-i>l lection  probably 
*ed  kin.  Hit  Majesty  and  Dr.  Johnson  were  both  too 
to  hare  bandied  such  idle  Ulk.    Warburtoa 


he  read  ,*  that  he  had  read  a  ^at  deal  in  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  but  having  fallen  into  ill 
health,  he  had  not  been  able  to  read  much, 
compared  with  others :  for  instance,  he  said 
he  had  not  read  much,  compared  with  Dr. 
Warburton.  Upon  which  the  King  said,  that 
he  heard  Dr.  AVarburton  was  a  man  of  such 
general  knowledge,  that  you  could  scarce  talk 
with  him  on  any  subject  on  which  he  was  not 
qualified  to  speak ;  and  that  his  learnintr  re- 
sembled Gamck*s  acting,  in  its  universfuity.' 
His  Majcstv  then  talked  of  tlic  controversy ' 
between  Warburton  and  Lowth,  which  he 
seemed  to  have  read,  and  asked  Johnson  what 
he  thoufrht  of  it.  Johnson  answered,  "  War- 
burton  has  most  general,  most  scholastic  learn* 
ing ;  Lowth  is  the  more  correct  scholar.  I  do 
not  know  which  of  them  calls  names  best.** 
The  King  was  pleased  to  say  he  was  of  the 
same  opinion ;  adding,  "  You  do  not  think 
then.  Dr.  Johnson,  that  there  was  much  argu- 
ment in  the  case.**  Johnson  said,  he  did  not 
think  there  was.  "  Why  truly,**  said  the  King, 
"  when  once  it  comes  to  calling  names,  argu- 
ment is  T)retty  well  at  an  end.'* 

His  Majesty  then  asked  him  what  he  thought 
of  Lonl  Lyttelton*s  History,  which  was  then 
just  published.  Johnson  said,  he  thought  his 
style  pretty  good,  but  that  he  had  blamed 
Henry  the  Second  rather  too  much.  "  Why,** 
said  the  King,  *'  they  seldom  do  these  things 
by  halves.*' — ^**  No,  Sir,**  answered  Johnson, "  not 
to  Kings.**  But  fearing  to  be  misunderstood, 
he  proceeded  to  explain  himself;  and  imme- 
diately subjoined,  "  That  for  those  who  spoke 
worse  of  Kings  than  they  deserved,  he  could 
find  no  excuse ;  but  that  he  could  more  easily 
conceive  how  some  might  si>eak  better  of  them 
than  the^  deserved,  without  any  ill  intention ; 
for,  as  Kings  had  much  in  their  power  to  give, 
those  who  were  favoured  by  them  would 
frequently,  from  gratitude,  exaggerate  their 
praises:  and  as  this  proceetled  from  a  good 
motive,  it  was  cerUiinly  excusable,  as  for  as 
error  could  be  excusable." 

The  King  then  asked  him  what  he  thought 
of  Dr.  Hill.*  Johnson  answered,  that  he  was 
an  ingenious  man,  but  had  no  veracity ;  and 


had  pnhlithed  thr'  Dirine  I^gnthm,  and  was  chaplain 
to  the  prince  ol  Wales  before  he  knew  Pope :  liis  a«:« 
quaii)t<uice  with  that  jMiet,  but  of  four  yearn'  continuance, 
wa/i  ended  by  Popi^'s  death  in  17-14.  It  wiu  ten  years  after, 
that  he  liecam**  a  King's  chatilaiii,  and.  in  \lh\  he  had  a  pre. 
Ix-nd  in  the  cathedral  of  Durham.  In  l?.*)?,  he  was  made  dean 
of  Bri>ti>l ;  and,  in  17fiO.  $ixtet'H  ycart  qfter  Popr's  dtatk,  he 
lifcame  bi*li<ip  of  (■loiireiiti.>r.  If  it  be  alleged,  that  Mr. 
Strahan'*  rcpi»rt  refer*  to  the  snppmition,  that  his  commen- 
tary on  P<i)>e's  "  K*say  on  Man  "  tended  to  create  that 
ch.iracter  whicli  finally  raised  him  to  the  bench ;  it  may  tM 
obkiTved,  that  lie  published,  before  and  after  that  commen- 
tary, a  multitude  of  works  on  polemical  and  reli|(ii>u< 
subjects,  nuicli  more  lm(iortant  and  remarkable  than  tlia 
Cominentaiy  on  the  **  K^say  on  .Man."  The  truth  is.  War- 
burton  was  made  a  bishop  by  his  numerous  workii.  and  bu 
high  literary  character,  to  which  his  commentary  on  Pop^ 
contribut«'d  a  very  inconsiderable  part.  See  pott,  90th  Aug. 
1773.  — Cruker. 

3  See  the  article  I^vth,  in  Chalmera's  Biographical  Dic- 
tionary, Tol.  XX.  p.  438 M  RIOHT. 

•  John  Hill,  M.  I).,  who  a<sunied  latterly  the  title  of  Sir 
John,  on  rcceiTing  a  Swedish  order  of  Koighthooil.    Thin 


Immt'dintely  mpntinncd^  as  an  instance  of  it, 
an  as5<eriion  of  tlmt  writer,  that  he  had  seen 
objeeta  mttgnifit?d  to  a  much  greater  degree  by 
usmg  three  or  tour  microseones  al  ft  time  than 
by  Uising  one,  "  Now,"  added  Johnson,  ♦♦  every 
one  acquainted  "with  minroscopes  knows,  tiint 
the  more  of  them  he  look^  throujih,  the  Ivm 
the  oliject  will  appear,"  —  **Whj/*  replied  the 
Kinjf,  "th.U  is  not  only  telling  an  untruth, 
but  leUintr  it  ulnmsily ;  for,  if  that  be  the  case, 
evei-y  one  who  can  look  through  a  microscope 
will  be  able  to  detect  him."  * 

**  I  now/*  -^  »'l  Tiihiwon  to  his  friends^  when 
relatinfi^  wl)  d,  *'benran  to  consider 

that  !  was  d  .  ;  this  man  in  the  eatitua- 

tion  of  his  Sovereign,  and  thought  it  waa  time 
for  ine  to  say  ^ouielhiitg  that  might  be  more 
favourable/'  lie  odde^i,  tlierefore,  that  Dr. 
Hill  was,  notwithstandin);^  a  very  curloua 
observer;  and  if  he  would  have  been  con- 
tented to  tell  the  world  no  more  than  he  knew, 
he  might  have  been  a  very  coiisidernble  man, 
and  needed  not  to  have  recourse  to  such  mean 
ejcpedient^  to  raise  his  reputation. 

The  King  then  talked  of  literriry  journals, 
mentioned  particularly  the  Juurtud  den  Hitcawt^ 
and  asice<i  Johnson  if  it  waa  well  done.  John- 
son said,  it  was  formerly  very  well  done,  and 
pive  some  account  of  the  persons  who  began 
It,  and  carried  it  on  for  some  years:  enlarging, 
at  the  same  time,  on  the  nature  and  use  of 
sueh  works.  The  King  asked  him  if  it  was 
well  done  now,  Johnson  answtTed,  he  had  ho 
retison  to  think  that  it  was,"  The  King  then 
asked  him  if  there  were  any  other  literary 
ioumah  published  in  this  kingdom,  except  the 
Monthly  and  Critical  Reviews ;  and  on  being 
anvwcred  (here  was  no  otiier,  hi.s  Majesty  asked 
which  of  them  Wiia  the  best :  Johnson  answered, 
that  the  Monthly  Review  was  done  with  most 
care,  the  Critical  upon  the  best  principles; 
addiutj,  that  the  authitrs  of  the  Muntbly  Review 
were  enemies  to  the  Church.  This  the  King 
said  he  was  sorry  to  hear. 

The  conversation  next  turned  on  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions,  when  Johnsion  observed 
that  they  hud  now  a  better  method  of  arrang- 
ing their  materials  than  foniierly,  *'  Av,"  said 
the  King,  "they  are  obliged  to  Dr.  Johnson 
for  that  \ "  for  his  Majesty  had  heard  and  re* 
niemliered  the  circuiustauce,  which  Johoson 
himself  had  forgot. 


Ilt(ir;ir5  atidl  medical  quark  died  in  177S.     Garrick'i  Eplgrun 
U  w«ll  known  :  — 

*"  P«r  phynlc  and  fiirceit  tiU  rqitnl  thtr*  tfarf c  I*  ; 
till  fnrc»  me  phytic,  hli  pttyiie  m  fmrcc  ft."-.  LoCKItAtT. 
«   Hit*.  n<<>li'i'it  P1r*r*«ton  oh^rrvwl.   tJr,  Johnvtn  wa*  im- 


y  Sbv(| 

i>  tlnufpd  with  lir^r.  ih«  4Uilji,  "  Aii '.  c't*l  Ic 

•  ¥ttr,  4ttr»(tt  Ibr  utnf  IttnadTO)  gav«  i  tnuntle  T'  — Cannca., 
■  (tiiicrrnt  jiui;,nn(  tu  .  —  "  1  C40  lurdljr  rKf»r«»«  how  tniMti  I  j 


Ilia  M.ijesty  expreKH«*d  a  dciire  i 
literary  biogrnpby  of  this  toun 
cut^d,  and  proposed  to  Dr.  Johnsoi 
take  it.  Johnson  signtrie<J  Win  n 
comply  witJi  his  Majesty's  wishes. 

During  ihe  whole  of  this  intcrvi 
son  talked  to  his  Majesty  will 
respect,  but  still  in  his  firm  tnail 
with  a  sonorous  v(uce,  and  neri 
subdued  tone  which  is  commonly 
levee  and  in  the  drawing-room. 
King  withdrew,  Johnson  sliowe<l  hti 
plea.'^cd  with  his  Majt.»5ly's  ctnivei 
gracious  behaviour.  He  said  to  M 
"  Sir,  they  may  talk  of  the  King  ai 
but  he  is  the  finest  gentleman  i 
ieen."  And  he  afterwards  ol»^;rvi 
Langton.  **  Sir,  hb  manners  are 
fine  a  gentleman  as  we  may  suppos 
Fourteenth  or  Charles  tlie  Second. 

At  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's,  where 
Johnson's  friends  was  collected  roi 
bear  his  account  of  this  meroorabh 
tion,  Dr.  Joseph  Worton,  in  his 
lively  manner,  was  very  active  in  p 
to  mention  the  particulars  "  Com 
this  is  an  interesting  matter;  do  fa 
it."  Johnson,  with  great  good-hufl 
plied, 

He  told  them,  « I  found  his  MaJ< 
I  should  talk,  and  I  made  it  my 
talk.  I  find  it  does  a  man  good  t 
to  by  his  Sovereign,     In  the  first  j 

cannot    be    in  a  piiasion ."' 

question  interrupted  him,  which  i 
gretted,  as  he  certainly  wouhl  h 
out  and  illu.strated  many  circui 
advantage,  from  being  in  a  ttlui 
the  powers  of  the  mind  are  al  onc0' 
vigorous  exertion,  and  tempered 
tial  awe. 

During  all  the  time  in  which  I 
was  employed  in  relating  to  the 
Joshua  Reynolds's  the  particulai 
passed  between  the  King  and  hiin, 
smith  remained  unmoved  np«»n  a 
distance,  affecting  not  to  join  in 
the  eager  curiosity  of  thr 
signed  as  a  reason  for  hi^ 
inattention,  that  he  apprcLci...  ^^ 
relinqui-shed  his  purpose  of  fu 
with  a  Prologue  to  his  play,  wiUi 


almlf  And 
vol,  f   p.  44 
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'hich  he  hod  been  flattered;  but  it  was 
;ron{;Ij  suspected  that  he  was  fretting  with 
bagrin  and  envj  at  the  singular  honour  Dr. 
ohiiJKm  had  latelj  enjojed.  At  length,  the 
-ankncss  and  simplicity  of  his  natural  cha- 
Acter  prevailed.  He  sprung  from  the  sofa, 
ivanced  to  Johnson,  and  in  a  kind  of  flutter, 
'om  imsigining  himself  in  the  situation  which 
e  had  just  been  hearing  described,  exclaimed, 
Well,  you  acquitted  yourself  in  this  conver- 
ition  better  than  I  should  have  done ;  for  I 
liuuld  have  bowed  and  stammered  through 
be  whole  of  it.** ' 
I  recoiveil  no  letter  from  Johnson  this  year; 
or  have  I  discovered  any  of  the  corrcspond- 
nce*  he  had,  except  the  two  letters  to  Mr. 
)ninimond,  which  have  been  inserted  for  the 
ake  of  connection  with  that  to  the  same 
[cntlcman  in  1766.  His  diary  affords  no  light 
a  to  his  employment  at  this  tune.  He  passed 
hree  months  at  Lichfield ' :  and  I  cannot  omit 
tn  affecting  and  solemn  scene  there,  us  related 
)jhiDuelf:  — 

"Sunday,  Oct.  18.  17«7.  Yentcrday,  Oct.  17., 
U  about  ten  in  the  morning,  I  t(X)k  my  leave  for 
tvfr  of  mjr  dear  old  fricMid,  Catherine  Clwmbers, 
rho  came  to  live  with  my  mother  about  1724,  and 
bas  been  but  little  parted  from  us  ftince.  She 
Ituricd  my  fiither,  my  brother,  and  my  mother.  She 
is  now  (iflj.eight  years  old. 

"I  desired  all  to  withdraw,  then  told  her  that  wc 
Vtfreto  part ibr  ever  ;  that  as  Christians,  wc  should 
part  with  prayer ;  and  that  I  would,  if  she  was 
vilHrijf,  say  a  short  prayer  beside  her.  She  ex- 
pre«e(l  ^rvat  desire  to  hear  me  ;  and  held  up  her 
poor  hands,  as  she  lay  in  bod,  with  great  fervour, 
'hile  I  prayed,  kneeling  by  her,  nearly  in  the  fol- 
lovinjT  words  :  — 

•  Almi'^hty  and  most  merciful  Father,  whose 
Ifftiiig  kiniini'vs  Ls  over  all  thy  works,  behold,  visit, 
ID<1  relie\c  this  thy  servant,  who  is  grieved  with 
Hclat-vt.  Grant  that  the  sense  of  her  weakness 
SUT  add  strength  to  her  faith,  and  seriousness  to 
itt  reoenLiiiec.  .And  i^rant  that  by  the  help  of  thy 
Ho!y  Spirit,  after  the  pains  and  lalwurs  of  this  short 
ifr, we  may  all  obtain  everlasting  happiness,  through 


Jksus  Cubist  our  Lord,  for  whose  sake  hear  our 
prayers.*     Amen.     Our  Father,  &c. 

"  I  then  kissed  her.  She  told  me,  that  to  part 
was  the  greatest  pain  that  she  had  ever  felt,  and 
that  she  hoped  wc  should  meet  again  in  a  better 
place.  I  expressed,  with  swelled  eyes,  and  great 
emotion  of  tenderness,  the  same  hopes.  "We  kissed, 
and  parted.  I  humbly  hope  to  meet  again,  and  to 
part  no  more.'*' 

By  those  who  have  been  taught  to  look  upon 
Johnston  as  a  man  of  a  harsh  and  stem  cha- 
racter, let  this  tender  and  affectionate  scene 
be  candidly  read;  and  let  them  then  judge 
whether  more  warmth  of  heart,  and  grateful 
kindness,  is  often  found  in  human  nature. 

We  have  the  following  notice  in  his  devo- 
tional record :  — 

"  August  2.  1767.  I  have  been  disturbed  and 
unsettled  for  a  long  time,  and  have  been  without 
resolution  to  apply  to  study  or  to  business,  being 
hindered  by  sudden  snatches. 

**  I  have  for  some  days  foi  borne  wine  and  suppers. 
Abstinence  is  not  easily  practised  in  another's  house  ; 
but  I  think  it  fit  to  try. 

**  I  was  extremely  perturl>ed  in  the  night,  but 
have  had  this  day  more  ease  than  I  expected.  D  [eo] 
gr  [atia].  Perhaps  this  may  be  such  a  sudden 
relief  as  I  once  had  by  a  good  night's  rest  in  Fetter 
Lane. 

'*  From  that  time,  by  abstinence,  I  have  had  more 
ease.  I  have  read  five  books  of  Homer,  and  hope 
to  end  the  sixth  to-night.  I  have  given  Mrs. 
Dcsinoulins  a  guinea. 

*•  By  al>stinence  from  wine  and  suppers,  I  ob- 
taine<l  sudden  and  i^eat  relief,  and  had  freedom  of 
mind  restored  to  mc  ;  which  I  have  wanted  for  all 
this  year,  without  being  able  to  find  any  means  of 
obtaining  it." 

He,  however,  furnished  l^Ir.  Adams  with  a 
Dedicsition*  to  the  King  of  that  ingonioua 
gi?ntK'man's  "Treutisi'  on  the  (ilobcs,*'  con- 
iteivcd  and  expressed  in  such  a  manner  m 
could  not  fail  to  ho  very  griit^Mul  to  a  monarch, 
distinguished  for  his  love  of  the  sciences. 

This  year  w;is  published  a  ridicule  of  his 


'  111*  r^-nirkiMtf  that  Jn|>ni«nn  «hi>u1(]  havri  *ppn  four.  If 
m  6»-.  ■>■?  o'lr  •overfgtji',  anil  beiMi  in  ihi*  actual  prfwiire 
f  iBrtv  if  lici  fimr  oi  thvin.  Qii«vn  Aiirif  tonchrui  liiiu  : 
itw(«  Ch*  Ftr4t  he  probjDly  never  taw  ;  hut  Coorsc  the 
iK0»l  h*  m-ist  Irniuchlly  h»v<>  KtMrn,  thuu>;h  only  In  public. 
•mrfprhi'  Tninl  l>fr  rnn*i'r*<'d  with  on  thi*  occuion  ;  and 
feat*  Viid  -Sir  .lohn  HawtWIu*.  th.it,  in  a  %i»it  In  Mrs.  IVrry, 
■fc*  tjti  th-*  lArf  "f  oiM»  of  thi"  youMijt  prlnrpH,  at  tlic 
NmdS  hi»ii*r.  ihtf  I'rino-nf  Wale*.  aft«'rwaril*  Crt.rpo  IV., 
rtif  arh:ii1,  t-vrm  into  thf>  rofnii,  and  tx-gan  to  play  aly>ut  ; 
fev  Johnson,  with  hit  u«ual  curiu^ity.  t'Mtk  an  opportunity 
faAliy  hiia  what  l>oi>ki  hv  was  rroditiR,  and.  in  partlrular, 
■*«d  a*  to  hi«  knowleilico  of  thi-  Scriprurrft  ;  the  Frinro, 
ikiiasiwvri.  K>*(*  him  Kre.it  »ati^fa^tion.  It  is  poKMihlf, 
IB,  Put  at  thm  ritit  he  might  hiTc  si>eii  Prince  \Viiliain 
■iy(  Wtlllam  IV.)  who  wa<,  I  think,  an  w<-Il  .i«  the  Duke 
■cat.  arKl4<-r  Mr«.  Perry'ii  care.  — Choucr. 
■  h  is  pr<>p*>r  here  tn  mentnm.  that  when  I  »penk  of  his 
nwpoDdenre.  I  cnn.iiier  it  iiiilepeniient  of  the  voluininon i 
■■dan  of  i>4t>-r«  which,  in  the  rourbe  uf  many  year*,  he 
■W  W  Mrs.  rhrale.  —  which  form*  a  teparatr  part  of  hii 
■is:  anU.  *•^  a  priHtf  of  the  hijch  e*timAtukn  «et  on  any 
l«g  vhirti  r;tm*  from  hi*  \fn,  wa»  »nld  hy  lliat  1.vly  for  the 
m  ^  five  hiitidr*-fl  poiipdi.  —  HohM  kLi..  Ill  my  furmcr 
AiB  I  ta^  trvirariNd  iarK«-ly  Iroin  thoie  letters  to  till  up 


the  laniTia*  r<.urh  a<  thi«)   In  Mr.  Bo«weir«  n.irratiTe,   but 

the  reotricted  plin  »l  llii»  ifiillon  obli|r"-s  nw  to  limit  myself 

to  sueh  extract>  as  are  cKM'ntiul  to  carry  on    the  JjVe  of 

John»on.  —  Crokkr. 

3  In  hiii  letter  l(»  Mr.  nnimniond.  dated  Ort,  24.  1707,  he 

,  mentions  that  he  luid  arrived  in  Lrnidon.  after  an  abtenre  of 

I  iKMrly  SIT  moMlhi  in  the  i-<iuntry.    I'rolKibly  part  of  that  iimo 

j  wai  «{H'nt  at  Oxford — M.\LnNK.     He  appear*  to  have  bt-en 

more  than  "  thiee  month*"  in  Lirhfii-ld.     Writing  to  Mr. 

Thrale.  'JiKh  July.  17«i7.  hi-  iiayi  that  he  had  already  tn-en  away 
j  "  much  loiitscr  than  he  proponti  or  expertiil."     And  it  ap- 

[>ear4  th.it  he  remained  there  till  the  iMh  OctoU'r.  it  is 
I  iirolKible  that  he  wan  <ui  a  \t4it  to  MIrh  Porter,  for  he  addii, 
I  '*  Mi>*  I.iiry  i«  more  kind  and  civil  than  I  ex|N>rti-d.  and  haa 
j  raiii«ii  my  rsteem    by  many  excellunriet    very  iiuble    and 

reMdeudent,  though  a  little  discoloured  by  huury  virginity." 
:  —  Choker. 
I      *  The  greater  part  of  thi<  prayer  Is.  as  Bishop  Klringtoii 

observe*]  to  me.  in  the  Vihitarion  of  the  .Sick  in  our  Liturgy, 
'  where,  mdced,  the  Ix'tt  helps  to  prayer  for  all  occasions  m*j 
;  be  found.  —  Crokrr. 

*  Catherine  Ch.inib<>rs.  as  Dr.  Ilarwood  informed  me,  died 

in  a  few  dayi  after  this  Interview,  and  was  buried  in  St. 
.  Chad's.  Lichfield,  on  tho  7th  of  Nov.  ]7(>7.  —  Cmokkk. 
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ityle,  under  the  title  of  "  Lexjphaties  "  Sir 
John  Hawkins  ascribes  it  to  Dr.  Ken  rick  ;  but 
lis  author  was  one  Campbell,  a  Sttoteh  purser 
in  the  navy.  The  riflicule  con&bted  in  apply- 
ing Johnson's  "  words  of  large  meaning  to 
insignificant  niattL^rs^  aa  if  onu  Hhould  put  the 
armour  of  Goliath  upon  a.  dwarf.  The  con- 
trast might  he  laughable ;  but  the  dignity  of 
the  armour  must  remain  the  same  in  all  uon- 
aiderate  minds.  This  malicioua  drollery  ', 
therefore,  it  may  easily  be  supposed,  cnuld  do 
no  harm  to  its  UlustriouB  object. 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 

At  Mr.  B&fhtettCsj  Ffjfumer,  in  New  Bond  Strttt. 

"  Lkhaplil,  Oct  10.  1767, 
"  DcA*  Sm, —  That  yotj  hm*i  been  all  sommer 
in  London  bf  one  more  tc3M}E}  for  which  1  re^et 
my  long  stay  in  the  countrjt  I  hope  that  you  will 
not  lead's  the  town  before  my  return,  We  ha*e 
here  only  the  chiince  of  viLcancitic  m  the  p&<»mg 
carriagfn,  and  I  have  bcspokf^n  one  thiit  may,  tf  it 
happtioftt  bring  me  to  town  on  the  fourteenth 'of  this 
montli  i  hut  thi^  is  not  curtain, 

It  will  he  a  favour  if  you  communicare  this  to 
Mr*-  Williams  I  I  long  to  see  all  my  friends.  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  humhle  servant, 

Sam.  Johwsos." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS,   ASTON.* 

**  Not.  it.  irer. 

"  Madax,  "^  If  you  impute  it  to  diitres[>et:t  or 
inattention,  that  [  took  no  li^ave  when  t  I  eft  Lich- 
field, you  will  do  mt;!  gr^&t  Injufiiice-  I  know  you 
ton  well  not  trt  va'ui"  your  friendihip, 

•*  When  I  came  to  Oxford  I  inquired  after  the 
product  of  our  wfiluuc-tieei  hut  it  hud,  hke  other 
trees  this  year^  but  very  few  nut<!,  and  fur  those  few 
I  came  too  late.  Thi^  tre?,  as  I  to>d  you*  Madam, 
we  cannnt  find!  to  he  mor«  thnn  thirty  yeiini  old, 
and,  upon  measuring  it^  I  found  ii,  at  ahout  que 
foot  Irom  the  gruuiid,  a^vvn  {*tt^  in  ctrt^nmff^Toncei 
and  M  the  hdpfht  of  ahoitt  seven  fret,  the  circum- 
fcreitc*  if  five  feet  and  a  half  i  it  would  have  bcun. 
I  bt^liere,  still  higgler,  hut  that  it  haA  been  lopped. 
The  nuts  are  small,  such  as  they  tall  ningk*  outs  j 
whether  thi*  nut  li  of  quicker  growth  tliaii  Utttvr 
I  have  not  yet  inquired ;  such  as  ihf y  are,  1  hope 
to  send  Ih^m  neit  year. 


■  It  nuj  KaT«  b«n  mal!dou<.  liui  ft  rrrtalnlf  If  Tiot  6n\l. 
It  l«  *a  owfrtihntiftd^  *M  to  h**«  nfiiHer  rpf^-tnbljuice  nor 
p^AtuiDH?.  HAwktni.Ln  Mt  I'C'ifid  edition,  [puUlltliFiJ  LiBig 
beriirc  Bmwcll)  lud  fOrT^te<d  hit  prmr,  aiJ  Attrilmtrfl  ll  lo 
(;:iinipb«ll,  —  CKQKaa-  Archibald  C-Amp^bAll^  ton  of  l'ttittr**s)T 
Anrhn»ld  CamfibfU,  of  !{t~  Aiidrcv^l,  wu  »Uo  aiuhor  of 
"■  rh«  Unit  ffi  Auil^nrt;  a  Uta^^gue,  hi  jrnltaUun  at  LHnetan/* 

■  We  have  Jutt  Vfta  tiiU  hawtt  de£ala«<t  till  th«  iBth. 
—  Caoava. 

=*  Klkali^tlK  tma  af  Ihe  roiJiiiivr  djiughtrn  of  Sir  Tbnmat 
Aitnns  i»B  «iter,  p  ^  SO.  n.  4,  Knme  IrEti^ri  at  Jnhii»f»Ti  to 
Mr«^  A«tvn,  CDmrniinlcatpd  tci  me-  after  tint  note  wa»  first 
printed,  ife  in  auniturm  «plHtof  tcidcmpft  and  rt^vptfcl.  «r>d, 
evffl  if  at  DO  othrr  tkIuo.  alTDrd  ad  ^dillinai  proor  «?  th« 
inanrurary  of  Mi«a  !i«>W4rd.  A  bunxiti;  of  her  letlvrji  wtro 
AtMtrnytd  by  Johnion  Jitut  tt€ far*  hli  d#a(h,  »Jtti  a  itrofiff 
^■prejilon  e^rrcg^^N  and  rreret  for  the  wfUer.—  Cn«ata. 

•  Jt  qpppirt  thut  Jie  TUlttKl,  wLch  th«  Ttirslpi,  fOiDiij^li 
Mr,  Bmw^ll  in«**r  ment^4>n»  it.l  .Hr,  Brooke  of  Triifn-niaUiDg. 
nrvbote  prfniitiTia  hoiue  aad  niaflia«rt  we  flQd  lome  aceoutil 
lu  Ida  f^rtter*. 


«  You  know,  dear  niodata,  the  liberty 
hinting,  that  I  did  not  think  your  pretenl 
life  very  preg^iiant  with  ImppiiiesK.  Reflc 
not  yet  changed  my  apinion.  Solitudf 
pkaiure,  and  dt>es  not  always  secute  pa*© 
communication  of  sentimenu  i»  commonly 
to  give  vent  to  the  imagination,  md  divd 
mind  uf  It^  own  BaiuU'neieN.  Some  \mi 
mi}r|it  he  fourid,  in  whose  conversatioo  y 
di-light^  and  in  whose  fidrlity  yim  migt 
Thf  Witrid,  rays  L<>cke,  haf  jtenptt  afaVm 
will  forgive  me  this  ohtrusion  of  my  opinl 
sure  I  wish  you  well. 

**  Poor  Kitty  h^  done  what  we  hare  i 
and  Lucy  has  the  world  to  begin  anew  *.  I 
will  find  some  way  to  more  content  than 
p>ctvcL*^Hin<;, 

**  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compliment* 
I  {inch ley  and  Miss  Turton,      ]  am,   Mad 
most  obliged  and  mokt  humble  stTvaUt, 
^Porktr  MSa.  "SiH.  Jo 


CHAPTEK  XXI, 
1768, 

Statt  of  JohntOH'a   Mind.  —  Viail  to  Tbm 

—  Prutoptie  t&  GoldMmiih't  *'^ Good'Hoimt 

—  Ratttetfg  "  >^CfO«»f  of  Ctiraita"  —  1 
the  Law*  —  Nopth  und  Comedies,  —  Th 
Cfiitte.  —  Reading  MSS.  —  St.  Kitdn.  - 
' —  (7wfAr»^  —  Ilvme.  —  Rf^rtton.  - 
Life  of  Bfuteg,  —  Natitrat  Ilisttny, 
Trrivtfi*  —  Chmdff  —  Chtfiee  of  a 
Baretii*  ftafjf.  —  Libfrfy.  —  KearicA*  ■ 
iu«.  —  Mojuttif*  ^—  Swift*  —  Lard  EgS 
X.eWt*t*  on  the  Furmatimt  ofa  Litmrry.  - 
at  the  Stnitftfrd  Ju&itet.  —  JoktuoH*M    € 

It  appears  from  his  notes  of  the  sta 
luind,  shut  tie  ftuffered  great  perturb* 
distraction  in  176S. 

•'Town. Mailing,  in  Kent%  18th  Sept 
night.  —^  I  hnve  now  begun  thp  sixtieth  ji 


"  Dr.  Jolkftum  ta  Mrt.  Tiralt.'S^  Aufiat.  IJIt, 
*rry  wt\i  dwn*  by  Mr.  Bnioka  Id  (iM|d  for  you* 
Ift  one  of  rii]^  fa^rpDritf'  pbicn^    Uli  ir^tfr  l«  vr 
dlnu«,  Bud  thv  wbolfi  plocre  }|4I  llie  tm«'  old  l^fW 
liltJr  CJiiiiitrT  ti*a  " 

■■  A/i-j.  TAriUr  to  Br.  JoAhjom,  MU*  Stjrtew^ 
*' GotTif ,  >i9r¥  ii  neiri  of  Ta*D.  Midlfng.  ||m 
Tiithhnitid  piAt*  in  Khiil,  (bnt  rmi  liked  fn,  bca 
a|ir<M'ji>j]e  to  your  nvn  iiotjunt  tif  a  rui>nt  Ili<t,  I 
ft'Cfp  thi"  Or*?  ficnplf.  cwcettt  tbt;  muter  of  it,  w 
many  jMri,  takirii  dHiflit  In  Ibe  odl  cnjKb  vithc 
ihe  two  r04<ted   ducki   ia  tunt  ditti,   the   fortii 

Saril«<ii.  and  Hr^trfv^*  cut  in  flsHrei.  A  iplrlt  of 
ai  hrjMfe*er  reached  r*#Ti  [Tiert  at  lJi*tt  "Hi* 
mfrideil  i  &4  lUpre  KATri^w  thaded  lan«4,  but  ctewr 
pike  liBtlioB.  A  jew  h«d2e^  ur  an  tMgh  hed^  J 
new  If  cut  down  too  by  bti  uepbe«'*  deiire. 
nephew t.  And  a  wall  puUexit  away,  w  bleb  t»re  (■ 
ft  ail  -^  to  co^  Ml  ifw  CBHnlru  —  U  the  |)brai<r«  Ut 
wicked  eDiHigh  te  nigts  nn  thete  roufrb  refomtenj 
«iid  j  know  niX.  For  four  coic^fori,  t  h«  Kiuai*  * 
drop  init>  one  another,  and  tbe  phocolato  it  iUQ  ■ 
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life.  How  the  last  year  has  past,  I  am  unwilling 
to  terrify  myself  with  thinking.  This  day  has  been 
pait  in  great  perturbation :  I  was  distracted  at 
ehurcb  in  an  uncommon  degree,  and  my  distress 
has  had  very  little  intermission.  I  have  found  my- 
self sonoewhat  relieved  by  reading,  which  I  there- 
fcre  intend  to  practise  when  I  am  able.  This  day 
it  came  into  my  mind  to  write  the  liistory  of  my 
melancholy.  On  this  I  purpose  to  deliberate ;  I 
know  nut  whether  it  may  not  too  much  disturb 
me.** 

Xothin|g  of  his  writinffs  was  given  to  the 
pablic  this  yenr,  except  toe  Proloo:ue  *  to  his 
friend  Goldsmith's  comedy  of  "The  Good- 
natured  Man.**  The  first  lines  of  this  Prologue 
are  strondy  characteristicul  of  the  dismal 
gio(Hn  of  his  mind ;  which  in  his  case,  as  in 
tlie  cose  of  all  who  are  distressed  with  the 
ttme  malady  of  ima^nation,  transfers  to  others 
its  own  feelings.  Who  could  suppose  it  was 
to  introduce  a  comedy,  when  Mr.  Bcnslcy 
nlemnly  began, 

*  Preas'd  with  the  load  of  life,  the  weary  mind 
Surreys  the  general  toil  of  human  kind." 

Bat  this  dark  ground  might  make  Goldsmith's 
hnmour  shine  the  more.* 

In  the  spring  of  this  year,  having  published 
my  "Account  of  Corsica*,  with  the  Journal  of 
I  Tour  to  that  Island,"  I  returned  to  London, 
Torydeurous  to  sec  Dr.  Johnson,  and  hear  him 
vpon  the  tobject.  I  found  he  was  at  Oxford, 
vith  his  fnend  Mr.  Chambers,  who  was  now 
Vinerian  Professor,  and  lived  in  New-Inn 
HalL  Having  had  no  letter  from  him  since 
that  io  which  nc  criticised  the  Latinitj  of  my 
Thesis,  and  having  been  told  by  somebody  that 
be  was  ofiended  at  my  having  put  into  my 
I  book  an  extract  of  his  letter  to  me  at  Paris,  I 
VIS  impatient  to  be  with  him,  and  therefore 
fbllowed  him  to  Oxford,  where  I  was  enter- 
tained by  Mr.  Chambers,  witli  a  civility  which 
I  ihall  ever  gratefully  remember.  I  found  that 
l)r.  Johnson  had  sent  a  letter  to  me  to  Scot- 
land, and  that  I  had  nothing  to  complain  of 
bat  his  being  more  indilFerent  to  my  anxiety 
than  1  wiiihed  him  to  be.     Instead  of  giving, 


^m  by  a  msiid,  »bo  mrUlPt  a«  she  present*  eTery  cup. 
iWoU  DwUf  Broi>ke  luoki  well,  and  even  handiome,  at 
*VMy-ooe  T«ars  old  ;  while  I  ww  hit  iUter.  who  i»  iilnety- 
w)emrt  old  and  calls  hiin  Frankcy.  eat  more  venison  at  a 

I  "Kiaf  ihan   Mr.  Thrale.    These  are  the  propor  rontem- 

;  Iteoiis  of  thb  season.     May  my  daughter  and  my  friend  hut 
%iy  bfc  aa  Inoff,  and  use  it  as  innoceutly  at  (hrse  sweet 

I  f«rfa  have  ilone.    The  sight  of  such  a  Taraily  codsuIcs  one's 

I  ■m.**— Ckok». 

'  h  this  pnilogue.  after  the  line  —  "  And  social  sorrow 
■M  hilf  tts  pain,    the  following  couplet  wa»  inserted :  — 


with  the  circnmstanccs  of  time  and  place,  such 
fragments  of  his  conversation  as  I  preserved 
during  this  visit  to  Oxford,  I  shall  tlirow  them 
together  in  continuation. 

I  asked  him  whether,  as  a  moralist^  he  did 
not  think  that  the  practice  of  the  law,  in  some 
degree,    hurt    the    nice  feeling  of  honesty. 
Johnson.     "  Why  no,  Sir,  if  you  act  properly. 
You  are  not  to  deceive  your  clients  with  false 
Yepresentations  of  your  opinion :  you  are  not 
to  tell  lies  to  a  Judge.'    Boswell.     "But 
what  do  you  think  of  supporting  a  cause  which 
you  know  to  be  bad  ?"  JonicsoN.  "  Sir,  you  do 
not  know  it  to  be  good  or  bad  till  the  Judge 
determines  it.     I  have  said  that  you  are  to 
state  facts  fairly:  so  that  your  thinking,  or 
what  you  call  knowing,  a  cause  to  be  bad, 
must  be  from  reasoning,  must  be  from  vour 
supposing  your  arguments  to  be  weak  and  in- 
conclusive.   But,  Sir,  that  is  not  enough.    An 
argument  which  does  not  convince  yourself, 
mav  convince  the  judge  to  whom  you  urge  it  : 
and  if  it  does  convince  him,  why,  then.  Sir, 
you  are  wrong,  and  he  is  right.    It  is  his 
business  to  judge ;  and  you  are  not  to  be  con- 
fident in  your  own  opinion  that  a  cause  is  bad, 
but  to  say  all  you  can  for  your  client,  and  then 
'  hear  the  judge's  opinion."    Boswell.     "  But, 
i  Sir,  does  not  affecting  a  warmth  when   you 
I  have  no  warmth,  and  appearing  to  be  clearly 
of  one  opinion  when  you  are  in  reality  of 
I  another  opinion,  does  not  such  dissimulation 
I  impair    one's  honesty  P      Is  there  not  some 
I  danger  that  a  lawyer  may  ]mt  on  the   same 
mask  in  Gomm(m  life,  in  the  intercourse  with 
j  his    friends?"    Johnson.     "Why    no.    Sir. 
!  Every  body  knows  you  are  paid  lor  affecting 
j  warmth  for  your  client;  and  it  is,  therefore, 
I  pro{)erly  no  dissimulation :   the  moment  you 
come  from  the  bar  you  resume  your  usual  be- 
haviour.    Sir,  a  man  will  no  more  carry  the 
artilice   of  the   bar    into  the  common   inter- 
course of  society,  than  a  man  who  is  paid  tor 
tumbling   upon    his   hands   will    continue    to 
tumble  upon  his  hands  when  he  should  walk 
on  his  feet."^ 


the  tniU  qf  tkit  rrtttrnimg  yrnr, 
Wken  tenators  and  nobiri  learn  Io  fear. 
Our  lilUf  hard  without  complaint  may  thara 
The  tmstling  season's  epidemic  care." 


fctibe  prroioipie  appeared  in  the  Puhtie  Advtrtiur. 
Mdl  pniiably  tomigbi    that  the  lines   printed   ii 


Gold- 
pniiably  tbougbi  that  the  lines  printed  in  Italic 
night  give  offence,  and  therefore  prevailed  on 
Mmhu  to  omit  them.  The  epithet  Utile,  which  perhaps 
it  Mihor  thought  might  diminish  his  dignity,  was  al»o 
tefed  to  ASTAiiu.  —  MtLONB.  G<ild)tmiih  was  low  in 
—■».  a  rimimstanee  often  alluded  to  by  his  coutem- 
ywiiha.— CaofcBS. 


5  "  Mr.  BoswpU's  bonk  I  wa^  going  Io  recommend  to  you 
when  I  riiTlveii  your  U*iter:  it  has  pleast^l  and  mored  me 
Ktrangrly,  all  (I  mean)  that  relates  to  Paoli.  lie  is  a  man 
biirn  two  thout.ind  years  alter  his  time  !  llie  pamphlet  proves 
what  I  have  alwavs  maintained,  that  any  iool  mny  write  a 
mn»t  valuable  book  by  chance,  if  he  will  only  tell  us  what  he 
heard  and  s.iw  with  veracity.  Of  Mr.  lio'w'ell  s  truth  I  hare 
not  the  l«-a.«t  su«|iiriun,  becnuse  I  am  sure  he  could  invent 
nuthiiiK  or  this  kind.  The  true  title  of  this  p.irt  of  hi«  work 
i'i.  a  Dialogiie  between  a  (ireen-(Hxi»e  and  a  Hero.  Oray  to 
Horace  Halpiile,  Feb.  2h.  17»iH.  — CRfiKRB.  1HJ6. 

3  See  pust.  Aug.  l!>.  m:\,  where  Jcitmsoii  has  supported 
the  sam(>  agument.  —  J.  Boswr.LL,  Jun. 

Cicero  lourhrs  this  question  more  than  once,  but  nerer 
with  much  confidence.  "  Atqni  etiam  hoc  pr»ceptum  officii 
dili;ienter  tenendum  est,  ne  qnem  uiMjuam  innnccntem  Judicio 
rnpilis  arcesMS  ;  id.  enim,  tine  srt-lere  fieri  iiullo  pacto  potest. 
Ner  taraen,  ut  hoc  fugiendum  est,  Ita  habendum  est  religioni, 
noeentem  atiqu/mrio,  nuuia  ne  nejntium  impium%\VLm,  de- 
feiidere.  Vuii  hoc  multitudo.  paiitur  consueludo.  fert  etiam 
humanitas.  Judiois  est  sem|M>r  in  causas  verum  sequi, 
palroni  nonnunquam  verisimile,  etinmsi  minus  sit  ▼erum. 
detend«*rc."  (De  Off.  I.  2.  c.  H.)  We  might  have  expected 
a  less  conditional  and  apologrlical  defence  of  his  own  pro- 
fc«»iou  from  ttie  great  philosophical  orator.  —  CaoKBii. 
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Talking  of  80IUC  of  the  modern  plays,  he 
said,  "'  Fulsc  Dclit!acy "  '  vtu<  totully  void  tif 
dinracter*  lie  pra'»ed  GoUlsuiilli's  *•  U<w.m1- 
uatared  Mjui ;  *'  jsald  it  W4i»  tlie  best  comedy 
tlmt  had  appeared  since  "The  Provoki-d 
lliiisband,"  utid  that  there  hivi  not  been  of  late 
any  »ii**h  cha.mcti!r  exhibited  on  the  stage  aa 
that  of  Cit)ak»?r,  I  observed  it  was  the  Stmpiriua 
of  his  Ratablcr  [No.  59.].  He  said,  Gold- 
smith had  ownetl  he  had  borrowed  it  from 
thence.  "  Sii'/*  continued  he,  *'  tiicrc  is  all  the 
dilTereiice  in  the  world  IxHween  chariietera  of 
nature  and  characters  of  inanuer»  ;  and  ihet-e 
\»  the  difference  between  the  ciiuructers  of 
Fielcling  and  those  of  Richardson.  Charaeters 
of  niiuiners  are  very  entert-aiuing ;  but  they 
are  to  be  understood,  by  a  more  suj>erfieiid 
observer  than  charueters  of  nature,  where  a 
mail  must  dive  into  the  recessed  of  the  huuiaii 
heart," 

It  ulwuysi  apponrcil  to  rue,  that  he  e^trmnied 
the  composifions  of  Jliehardson  too  highly  ', 
aud  that  lie  had  an  uureaionuble  prejudice 
asiaingt  Fielding^.  In  eoraporing  those  two 
writerii,  he  used  thie  expression;  "that  there 
was  as  great  a  dinerence  between  them^  aa 
between  a  man  who  knew  how  a  watch  was 
made,  and  a  man  who  could  tell  the  hour  by 
lt>oking  on  the  dial-plate."  Thi^  wm  »  short 
and  ti^'urative  state  of  hia  distinetion  between 
drawing  charaeters  of  nature  and  characters 
only  of  mannei's.  But  I  cannot  help  being  of 
opinion,  that  the  neat  watches  of  Ficldin;*  are 
as  well  constrncted  us  the  hurge  ch)cks  of 
Richanls<in,and  ihut  his  dial- plates  are  brighter. 
Field] n^^'s  characters,  though  they  do  not 
expand  themselves  *o  widely  in  disitertntion, 
are  as  just  pictures  of  human  nature,  and  1 
will  v»>ritnro  to  say»  have  more  strikin«j;  features, 
and  nicer  touches  of  the  pencil ;  and,  though 
Johnson  used  to  quote  with  nt»probation  a 
Baying  o\'  Kiehordson's,  "that  the  virtues  of 
Fieldiuj;'a  heroes  were  the  viicea  of  a  truly 
go*>d  man,*'  1  will  venture  to  add,  that  the 
moral  tendency  of  Fielding's  writings,  though 
it  does  not  encourage  a  strained  and  rarely 
possilile  virtue,  is  ever  favourable  to  honour 
and  honnsty,  and  cherishes  tlie  benevolent  and 
generous  fmections.     Ue  who  tfl  00  good   as 


>  Bf  HM2h 
M,  Veb.  ».  J7 


Kelly,  ihr  |KM<tlcAl  ftaiymjilnsr  t  he  died,  aa.  mt$t, 
77.  -'  ('m'hicH. 
April  fi    tT7V.  —  C. 

-      ^'  '  -•'>■■   •  .. ,.  i....ii.  _.i  ..  , ,jn,er. 

..on  (if 
I   it  iin|f 

-,  ,--  -       -.    ^^    -  -    iutloiij, 

i}(  t^ltati   tie  *4»al4  lit'^^UtJuO^'  ^a^,  Oiiy  iook    no  kotit  vj  Vt€ 
mtfut"  —  CMMkftit, 

'   1m   Ti.<^  Pr.s    Wr.l    fT<i»l«Hn<l,  b**gnn  hy    Sir  lohii  V^n- 
ii'yClbtwT.  —  \V»(jonT. 
.kclly.      Gsrrlrk't   IntmlUtite   per- 
thr   mnin    ttnipr>rf   n1    The   p'lrr 


Fielding  would  make  him,  ia  an  amtaVdc  mem* 
ber  of  aoeiety,  and  may  be  led  on  by  more 
regulated  instmctori^  to  a  higher  ^UkUi  oT 
ethicid  perfection.^ 

Johnson  proceeded :  "  Even  Sir  Francis 
Wronghead  *  is  a  character  of  manners*  thtm^h 
drawn  with  great  humour."  He  tli  ^  d, 

very  happily,   all  Sir  Francis's  <!  .- 

count  to  Manly  of  his  being  wiii  it 

man/'  and  securing  a  place.     I  .i  if 

*'  The  Suspicious  lluj»band  '*  ^  did  j  h  a 

well-drawn  charucler,  that  of  Itanger.  John- 
son. "  No,  Sir ;  Ranger  is  ju»t  a  rake,  a  mere 
rake,  and  a  lively  young  fellow,  but  no  eha- 
racier. 

The  j?reat  Douglas  Cause  was  at  tins  time  a 
very  general  subject  of  discussion.  1  found  he 
had  not  studied  it  with  nmcli  attention*,  hut 
had  o(dy  heard  parts  of  it  occaHioually,  H«v 
however,  talked  of  it,  and  said,  "  I  am  uf 
opinion  that  positive  proof  of  fraud  shouhl  not 
be  re<iuiredof  the  plaintiil',  but  th»i*  •' '•  ^"  '• 
should   decide   according  hs    pn.l 

appear  to  preponderate,  grantini;     

fendant    the   preiiiimption   of  filiation   in 
strong  in  bis  favour.     And  I  think  too,  tl 
g«»od  deal  of  weight  ehonld  be  allow*»d 
dying  declarations,  because  they  wejc  s] 
neou:u.     There  is  a  great  difference  bcti 
wliHt  is  said  without  our  being  urged  to  il 
what  i»  said  from  a  kind  of  compuliiion. 
praise  a  man'^  book  without  being  aiked 
opinion  of  it,  that  is  hone^^t  praise^  to  rrl 
one  may  linist.     But  if  an  author  asks  me 
like  his  book,  and  I  give  him  {something 
prui-e,  it  must  not  be  taken  ^  my  real  opini 

*'  1  have  not  l:>e<'n  troubled  for  a  long 
with   authors  desiring   my  opinion   <if 
workj.     I  u»ed  once  to  be  sadly  plagued 
n  man  who  wrote  verses,  but  who  htl*i 

no  other  notion  of  a  verse,  but  that  it      

of  t«n  Bvllablei.    Lat/  your  kuift;  and  yma»^ 
ucrosjt  1/our  phite^  was  to  him  a  verse:  — 

*  Lay  your  knife  and  your  f&rk  aoroat  your  pi 

Aj»  he  wrote  a  great  number  of  vt 
sometimes  by  chance  made  good 
he  did  not  know  it."  "^ 

He  renewed  hia  protni^  of  coming  to 


canted  the  tatitAfiT  of  M.  Thynne)  U«f lug  h- 
•ptirdnetit,  —  rKOHKX. 

*  Bik»wrM,  who  w»»  cniiTiipl  «>n  tH«  *ldi 
Ink]  jMililUliiiil.  ill  I7<>6,  m  primphhH  fntklMl  tiir 
III!'  Diitl);lAi  Cailie,"  ImC  wtuch.  If  »lill  be  tw*t\. 
jl     1173.    he  could  not  ln«luoe  Jolm^tm  r*tn 

LtK-Klt»BT- 

'  "  l»r.  iabntnndld  ri. 
ll»*kr  miinu»rri]vtt  Utr  li 

TtU%'\     111. -IK      H'l.  II.     ll:iV 
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land,  and  going  with  me  to  the  Hebrides,  but 
aud  he  would  now  content  himself  with  seeing 
one  or  two  of  the  most  curious  of  them.  He 
said,  "Macaula/,  who  writes  the  account  of 
Su  Kilda,  set  out  with  a  prejudice  against 
prejadice,  and  wanted  to  be  a  smart  modern 
thinker;  and  yet  he  affirms  for  a  truth,  that 
when  a  ship  arrives  there  all  the  inhabitants 
an  seized  with  a  cold." 

Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  celebrated  writer ', 
took  a  CTeat  deal  of  pains  to  ascertain  this 
ftd,  and  attempted  to  account  for  it  on  phy- 
sical principles,  from  the  cffuct  of  effluvia  from 
hamnn  bodies.  Johnson,  at  another  time 
[March  21.  1772^,  praise<l  Mucaulay  for  his 
^  wtagmmimitjf,**  m  asserting  this  wonderful 
story,  because  it  was  well  attested.  A  lady  of 
Norfolk,  by  a  letter  [Ort.  2.  1773],  to  my 
friend  Dr.  Bumey,  has  favoured  me  with  the 
fiiUowing  solution :  — 

*■  Now  for  the  explication  of  this  seeming  mys- 
tery, which  is  M>  very  obvious  as,  for  that  reason, 
to  have  cwvped  the  penetration  of  Dr.  Johnson  and 
hit  friend,  as  well  as  that  of  the  author.  Reading 
the  book  with  my  ingenious  friend,  the  late  Rev. 
Mr.  Cbrirtian  of  Docking  —  aAer  ruminating  a 
little.  '  Tlie  caute,'  says  he,  *  U  a  natural  one.  The 
■ituation  of  St  Kilda  renders  a  north-east  wind  in- 
dupciiaably  Decenary  before  a  stranger  can  land. 
The  wind,  not  the  stranger,  occaaions  an  epidemic 
cold.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  Mr.  Macaulay  is 
dead;  if  living  this  solution  might  please  him,  as 
I  hope  it  will  Mr.  Boswell,  in  return  tor  the  many 
agreeable  boon  his  works  have  afforded  us." 

Johnson  expatiated  on  the  advantages  of 
Oxford  for  learning.  "  There  is  here,  Sir,"  suid 
he,** such  a  progressive  emulation.  The  students 
are  anxious  to  appear  well  tn  their  tutors  ;  the 
tutors  are  anxious  to  have  their  pupils  appear 
well  in  the  college ;  the  colleges  are  anxious  lo 
have  ^eir  students  ajipear  well  in  the  univer- 
sity: and  there  are  excellent  rules  of  discipline 
in  every  college.  That  tiie  rules  are  sometimes 
Ui  observed  mav  be  true,  but  is  nothing  ugiiiriiit 
the  system,  'fhe  members  of  an  university 
may,  fj»r  a  j!easf)n,  be  unmiiulful  of  th<'ir  duty. 
I  am  arguing  fur  the  exuellency  of  the  institu- 
tion." 

Of  Guthrie,  he  said,  ^^  Sir,  he  is  a  man  of 
parts.  He  has  no  great  regular  fund  of  know- 
Ij-lge;  but  by  reading  so  lon^,  and  writing 
•o  long,  he  no  doubt  has  picked  up  a  good 
Jiejl." 

He  foid  he  had  lately  been  a  long  while  at 


ifcw»m*  Tyrants  and  Tirhlatri ,  or  T^nlMZHsorsurhituff." 
^  naxzi.  J'hi*  wa«  Murphr's  lra({e«lf  of  ZtHobia.  in  whii-h 
iarr«  *rr  two  eharactrr*.  Tiiirane$  and  Teribazus,  whose 
■MBM.  A44M'rrwU:«l,  u  U  u»iuU  lo  playa,  would  be  Tig.  and 

r^w.  ~  CR>'Kt«. 

>  »«  mmd.  p.  140.  —  C. 

I  j3hBMm'«  faiTcctive*  asainst  Scotland,  in  common  cod- 
vmsAiMa.  wrrtt  murv  in  pleatantrjr  and  kport  llian  r«al  and 
■illfnaBC :  fnr  no  man  was  mtire  visited  by  natire*  or  tliat 
wmmawj,  aor  were  there  any  for  whom  he  had  a  greater 
^■■1^.  It  wu  to  Dr.  Gralnffer,  a  Scottish  phjtician.  that 
I  wmtA  By  Arit  acquaintance  with  Johns^in.  in  M^.— 
yaaev.    Thry  were  something  mort*  tliaii  iport.  —  CaukEa. 

*  It  la  to  IM  refrcucd  that  Mr.  Boswell  should  have  per- 


Lichfield,  but  had  grown  very  weary  before  he 
lell  it.  BoswelIm  "  I  wontfer  at  that,  Sir ;  it 
is  your  native  place.**  Johnson.  "  Why  so  is 
Scotland  your  native  place." 

liis  prejudice  against  Scotland  appeared  re- 
markably strong  at  this  time.'  When  1  talked 
of  our  advancement  in  literature,  "•  Sir,**  said 
he,  *^  you  have  learnt  a  little  from  us,  and  you 
think  yourselves  very  great  men.  Hume 
would  never  have  written  history,  had  not 
Voltaire  written  it  before  him.  He  is  an  echo 
of  Voltaire."  Bosweix.  "  But,  Sir,  we  have 
lord  Koines.**  Johnson.  "You  have  lord 
Kames.  Keep  him;  ha,  ho,  ha!  W'e  don*t 
envy  vou  him.  Do  you  ever  see  Dr.  Robert- 
son? '  Boswell.  "Yes,  Sir.'*  Johnson. 
"Does  the  dog  talk  of  me?'*  Boswell. 
J*  Indeed,  Sir,  he  does,  and  loves  you.**  Think- 
ing that  I  now  hod  him  in  a  comer,  and  being 
solicitous  for  the  literary  fame  of  my  country, 
I  pressed  him  for  his  opinion  on  the  merit  of 
Dr.  Robertsoirs  History  of  Scotland.  But  to 
my  surprise,  he  escai)cd.  — "  Sir,  I  love 
Robertson,  and  I  won't  talk  of  his  book." 

It  is  but  justice  both  to  him  and  Dr.  Robert- 
son to  add,  that  though  he  indulged  himself 
in  this  sally  of  wit,  he  had  too  good  taste  not 
to  l>e  fully  sensible  of  the  merits  of  that  ad- 
mirable work.* 

An  essay,  written  by  Mr.  Dean,  a  divine  of 
the  Church  of  England,  maintaining  the  future 
life  of  brutes*,  by  an  explication  of  certain 
parts  of  the  Scriptures,  was  mentioned,  and 
the  doctrine  insisted  on  by  a  gentleman  who 
seemed  fond  of  curious  speculation ;  Johnson, 
who  di<l  not  like  to  hear  of  any  thing  concern- 
ing a  future  state  which  was  not  authorised  by 
tlui  regular  canons  of  orthodoxy,  di»Cf»uraged 
tills  talk  ;  and  being  oflended  at  its  continua- 
tion, he  wat<'hed  an  opportunity  to  give  the 
gentleman  a  blow  of  ri'prehension.  So,  when 
tliejMwr  sp^'culatii^t,  with  a  seritma  metaphy- 
sical p<?nsive  face,  wldresstMl  him,  "  But  naily, 
Sir,  when  we  see  a  very  sensible  dog,  we  <lon't 
know  what  to  think  of  him;"  Johnson,  rolling 
with  joy  at  the  thought  which  beame<l  in  his 
eye,  turned  (luiekly  round,  and  replied,  "  True, 
Sir :  and  when  we  see  a  very  fimlish  /efinu\ 
we  don't  know  what  to  think  of  hi  in."  He  then 
rose  uj),  stri<lod  to  the  lire,  and  stood  for  some 
time  laughing  and  exulting. 

I  told  him  that  I  had  several  times,  when  in 
Italy,  seen  the  experiment  of  jdaeing  a  ttcorjiiou 
within  a  circle  of  burning  coals ;  that  it  run 


lirtrd  in  r<>poating  thoso  ai^irlionR.  Dr.  Jnhniion.  on  rrrrjf 
occaMium.  seem*  l«i  have  fxpri'4<4.Hl  a  jjreat  contrnipt  for  Dr. 
KolM^rtsun's  wnrlis — very  uniuttly  Indrfd  ;  but,  howevt>r 
Mr.  K>>iWfll  mi^tht  litnii-nt  Jolinson's  prrjiidire,  lir  was  not 
Ju*tlfifHl  in  thii*  rop<Mt«'dly  mi«i>tating  the  fact.  See  amti, 
p.  I7«.>..  ptul.  sub  ll»ih  AiTtl.  177*2.  where  DtHtwirll  ttijmrrs$rs, 
and  30th  April.  1773,  where  lie  a^din  miirrprctenti  Juhnsuii's 
u|>ininns  of  I)r   llolM>rt>(>n.  —  Ckoker. 

*  "  An  Essay  on  the  Fiilure  Life  of  Brute  Creatures,  by 
Ricliani  De.in*.  curate  of  Miiiiiletnn."  Tliis  work  is  reviewed 
in  the  (ieHtlrnian's  MagaziNf  for  ]7W,  p.  177.,  in  a  style  very 
lilie  JiilmMtii's;  and  a  vtory  of  "a  very  sensible  doc  "  it 
nuticcil  with  ci.-n<ui»-.  Su  that  it  may  prooably  have  t>cuu 
Juhnaun's.  —  v^rokeb. 


round  and  round  in  eitreme  pain;  and  finding 
no  v?jiy  to  eicape,  retired  to  the  centre,  und^ 
like  a  true  Stoic  f)hik>sopter,  darted  it^  sting 
into  its  head,  and  thus  ui  once  fretd  itself  from 
its  woea.  "  IViis  must  end  'em,"  I  aaiil,  thia 
WU5  a,  curious  fact,  as  it  showed  delibei'ate 
wulcide  in  a  reptile.  Johnson  would  not  ndinit 
the  fact.  He  said,  Maupcrtuitii  ^  was  of  opinion 
iliai  it  d<>e5  not  kill  itBclft  but  dies  of  the  heat; 
that  it  gets  lo  the  centre  of  the  circle,  as  the 
coolest  nliice  ;  that  its  turning  its  tail  in  upon 
its  heaa  is  tuerely  a  convulsion,  and  t}»ut.  it 
doea  not  sting  h»tdf.  He  said  he  would  be 
satisfied  if  tite  great  anatomij^t  filorgagni,  after 
dis.sei!ling  a  scorpion  ou  which  the  experiment 
had  been  tried,  should  certify  that  ItA  sting  had 
penetrated  into  it<  head. 

Ue  fseenied  pleased  to  talk  of  natural  philn- 
8t>pliy.*  '*  That  woodcocks,"  said  he,  "  flj  over 
the  tjorthcru  countries  is  proved,  because  they 
have  been  observed  at  sea.  Swallows  certainly 
sleep  all  the  winter.  A  number  of  them  con- 
mlobulate  too;etlier,  by  tlying  round  and  round, 
and  then  all  in  a  heap  throw  themselves  under 
water,  and  he  in  the  l*ed  of  a  river,"  ^  He 
tohl  us,  one  of  his  first  essays  wa,^  a  Latin  poem 
upon  the  pUiw^vvomi ;  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  ask 
where  it  was  to  be  found. 

Talking  of  the  Russians?  and  the  Chinese,  he 
advised  me  to  read  lielfs  'I'rivels.^  I  asked 
hiin  whether  I  shouM  rca*l  Du  llalde's  Ac- 
count of  China.  **  Why  yes,"  said  he,  **as 
one  rends  such  a  book  \  that  la  to  say^  consult 
it." 

lie  talked  of  the  heinowsness  of  the  criuie 
of  adultery,  by  which  the  peace  of  families 
WAS  destroverl.  He  snid,  "  Confusion  of  pro- 
;*cuy  conslitutes  the  osaeuce  of  the  crime;  and 
ihcrcl'ore  a  woman  who  breaks  her  marriage 
vows  is  much  more  criminal  tliaii  a  man  who 
(bH.*s  it.  A  m;ui,  to  lie  sure,  is  criminal  in  the 
sij»htofGod;  but  he  docs  not  do  his  wife  a 
very  material  injury,  if  he  doea  not  insult  her; 
if,  for  iiiKtimce,  from  mei-e  wantonness  of 
af)]>ciite,  he  ssteals  privately  to  her  chamber- 
maid. Sir,  a  wife  ought  not  greatly  to  resent 
this.  I  would  not  receive  home  a  daughter 
who  had  run  away  from  her  husband  on  that 
account.  A  wife  sliould  ^tudy  to  reclaim  her 
htijibund  by  more  attention  to  plea^  him.    Sir^ 


i  t  ihmifil  rhWik  It  impoHlUle  not  to  (ron4<«r  At  th<»  vnirtptf 
nr  Jahnu»r*  r^jtlln^,  howt»v*T  d*'iiiltr»r\-  it  tnlffhl  hrtv*  b«4<n. 
Whn  cmiM  have  lini  "■"■■'  'i-'  <<■-  "..rj",  <  .,,,„-i,  ...  i.„,.i  .,^4. 
nsnn  woulil  bv  tn  ;  i 

»/irry  lu  ihInK,   •'  1 

Ukod       MM-,..       «I.M 

Frrii  L  buuoureii,    Hod    nildretiHl 

|mU>">' 

•'  M<H0prrtu4$,  cher  Manpertwt, 

Thttre  waa  In  Maiipcnutt    «  vlcmu  and  jp(  «  tri>(t«>ni'*«t  rif 
•onttnitrtil,  uitUml  witli    atrriMff  Tnl(>ttr«7titAl   p<r»irrr«    iinil    im^ 

citwiim'in  "Hutir  of  '     «  ...1  *  >^.  >.  -  >  i^  n  — ..,.,(  1 

—  lUviWELt,.         iM  , 

Ih'sartni  of  the  1:!l    ..       ,      .  .    _■  .  j 


a  man  will  not^  once  in  a  hundred  instances, 
leave  his  wife  and  go  to  a  hailot,  if  his  wife 
has  not  been  negligent  of  pleasing." 

Here  he  discovered  that  acute  discrimination, 
that  solid  judgment,  and  tJriat  knowledge  of 
human  nature^,  for  which  he  was  upon  all  oc- 
casions remarkable.  Taking  niro  ti*  keep  in 
view  the  moral  and  rcligioua  duty,  as  under- 
stood in  our  natiou,  he  showed  clearly,  from 
reason  and  good  sense,  the  greater  degree  of 
culpability  in  the  one  sex  deviating  from  it 
than  the  other ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  in- 
culcated a  very  useful  lesson  us  to  tht  way  to 
keep  htm. 

i  asked  him  if  it  waa  not.  hard  that  one 
deviation  from  ciiastity  should  so  absttlutidjr 
rain  a  young  woman,  JoH?iso5.  "Whynoi, 
Sir ;  it  is  the  great  principle  which  she  ifl 
taught.  "When  she  has  given  up  that  priit«'>|4cb 
she  has  given  up  every  notion  ot  fei  *^ 
honour  and  virtue,  which  are  all  includei 
chastity.*^ 

A  gentleman*  talked  to  hln*  of  a  lady  m 
he  greatly  admired  and  wished  to  marry, 
was  afraid  of  her  sui>eriority  of  talents.  '* 
said  he,  ^^  you  need  not  be  afraitl ;  marry 
Before  a  year  goes  about,  you'll  find  tJiat' 
reason  much  weaker,  and  that  wit  not  i^ 
i  bright."  Yet  the  gcntlcumn  mav  be  jusi 
in  his  apprehension  by  one  of  l)r.  Johm 
admirable  sctitencea  in  his  Life  of  W 
"  He  doubtless  jiraised  many  whom  he  w< 
have  been  afraid  to  marry ;  and,  perl 
married  one  whom  he  would  have 
ashamed  to  praise.  Many  qualities  contril 
to  domestic  happiness,  upon  which  poetry  has 
no  colours  to  bestow ;  and  roanv  aim 
sallies  nuiy  delight  imagination,  wluch  hc 
flattci-9  iheiu  never  can  approve." 

He  praised  Signor  Baretli,    "  His 
of  Italy  is  a  very  ent4irtaiuing  book  ;  i 
I  know  no  mnn  who  carries  his  head 
conversation  than  Baretti,     There 

Eowcn  in  his  tnind.    He  has  not„  iti 
o*jks  ;  but  with  what  hooks  he  has,  he 
very  forcibly.*' 

At  this  time  I  observed  ufion  the  dial' 
of  his  watch  a  short  Greek  inscription, 
from   the  New  Testament,   Nwf   -yap  «p; 
being  the  first  words  of  our  Saviour's 


Mr  BrM»wpH  MMiini  to  contptnplat«  the  t>o«>ibltli]r  of  l 
rnorlriM  r(M«v»r«t<in  (•>  rHritlinrMty.  —  CaotteC, 

'  N«fii"'  '   -'    -        '■"=  v.  ~ 

■*  TItl.  I  ..led.  — Lonim 

*  Jnb.i   :  bll.tKd  At  GlJUfH 

t763,"T(w      .  : ^Ji,  la  Kuwia,  to 

Pitrti  of  A*a.  —  tuoKka, 

^  Probably  liuf»ill  hlmncir.  —  CkOKCR. 

•  John  Ik.  4.     \  kmiw  not  wliv  B>i-*<'ll  nil*  f}^rm 
word*-  on  th*  contrary,  thr,  iu« 

Iiart  of  the  admovtltloii..     ItUm 
or  Johtunn  tr  ^ttidpr  nnd    i 

.vf-      'p.. 
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admonition  to  the  improvement  of  that  time 
which  is  allowed  us  to  prepare  for  eternity ; 
*^Ae  night  eomefh  when  no  man  can  work.** 
He  some  time  afterwards  laid  aside  this  dial- 
|date ;  and  when  I  asked  him  the  reason,  he 
said,  "It  might  do  verj  well  upon  a  clock 
which  a  man  keeps  in  hia  closet;  but  to  have 
it  upon  hb  watch,  which  he  carries  about  with 
him,  and  which  is  often  looked  at  by  others, 
mipht  be  censured  as  ostentatious.  "*  ^Ir. 
Steepens  is  now  possessed  of  the  dial-plate 
inscribed  as  above. 

He  remained  at  Oxford  a  considerable  time.^ 
I  was  obligeil  to  go  to  London,  where  I  re- 
eeived  this  letter,  which  had  been  returned 
from  Scotland. 

JOU2>iSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Oxford,  March  23.  1768. 
■*  Mr  SKAR  BmwKLL, —  I  have  omitted  a  lon^ 
time  to  write  to  you,  without  knowing  very  well 
why.  I  could  now  tell  why  I  should  not  write ; 
Iw  who  would  write  to  men  who  publish  the  letters 
of  their  friendii,  without  their  leave  ?  *  Yet  I  write 
to  you  io  spite  of  my  caution,  to  tell  you  that  I 
shall  be  gUd  to  sec  you,  and  that  I  wish  you  would 
empty  your  head  of  Corsica,  which  I  think  has 
filled  it  rather  too  long.  But,  at  all  events,  I  shall 
be  glad,  very  glad,  to  see  you.  I  am,  Sir,  yours 
aOtscttocMtdy,  Sam.  Johnson." 

I  answered  thus :  — 

BOSW£LL  TO  JOHNSON'. 

**  London,  April  2C.  17C8. 

'  Mr  DCAE  Sia,  —  I  have  received  your  last 
letter,  which,  though  very  short,  and  hy  no  means 
nrnipliinentary,  yet  gave  me  real  pleasure,  because 
it  cviitaim  these  words,  '  I  shall  be  glad,  very  glad, 
Xu  we  y<>u.' —  Surely  you  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain nf  my  publishing  a  single  paragraph  of  one  of 
you.-  letters ;  the  temptation  to  it  was  so  stron;;. 
An  irrevocable  grant  of  your  friendship,  and  your 
•ienifying  my  desire  of  visiiing  Corsica  with  the 
epithet  of  '  a  wise  and  noble  curiosity,'  are  to  me 
more  valuable  than  many  of  the  grants  of  kings. 

**  But  how  can  you  bid  me  '  empty  my  head  of 
CoTMea?*  My  nohle-minded  friend,  do  you  not 
fae\  ktr  an  oppressed  nation  bravely  struggling  to 
be  frcw  ?  Consider  fairly  what  is  the  case.  'Jlie 
Corsicans  never  received  any  kindness  from  the 
Gtnoefc  They  never  agreed  to  be  sul>ject  to  them, 
Th«y  owe  them  nothing,  and  when  reduced  to  an 
abjcct  stAte  of  slavery,  by  force,  shall  they  not  rise 
in  the  great  cause  of  liWrty,  and  break  the  galling 
yoke?      And  shall  not  every  liberal  soul  \)c  warm 


!■  «a«  TKit  the  original  dial.  However  that  may  \n\  thn 
4uri  *«a  Va-A  uid^  \n  JohnMni,  a*  ti«^iiig.  Iio>wo1l  iuiy»,  "  t«K> 
and  ir.ivikiiift.  "  t«K>  piflaiitif."  But  Julinsim 
have  tuid  a  hrtirr  rrit^'in,  i-vi>ii  if  »v^  wrri*  not  n)is. 
ftivinir  ihr  iiiMrripiioii,  iii>  dnubt  from  iiUMiiDry.  he 
■ll#r»J  thr  divine  phrakc.  »hkh  in  iiiin|t|y  i*^ir«(j  »!,«. 
i*jtalMin.  wlirn  he  pcrcdt^d  the  VHri;iiKV.  pml-ahly  rv- 
»M«d  Cltv  dul.  Boiwell  in  h»  fir«t  edition  h.id  vSwn  \Y\f 
MMt aurrcctly  ;  bcalCerwvd*  adopted  thi>  niiat.4kr  of  hiIiIIdk 
y^..~.Ca •■«[».    >^r  Walter  Sc<>tl  put  the  a.-imc  (iriH-k  wurdc 

■■  a  cw-dui  ill  hb  KVdiMi  at  AblKiEsfurd Luckhakt. 

f  Wkare,  it  appeari,  from  Uie  Letteit,  I.  14.,  that  he  was 


for  them  ?  Empty  my  head  of  Corsica  I  Empty  it 
of  honour,  empty  it  of  hiunanity,  empty  it  of  friend- 
ship, empty  it  of  piety.  No  I  while  1  live,  Corsica, 
and  the  cause  of  the  brave  islanders,  shall  ever  em- 
ploy much  of  my  attention,  shall  ever  interest  me 
in  the  sincercst  manner.  •  •  •.  I  am,  &c., 
"  James  Uoswell.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

"  Oxford,  April  18.  1768. 

*'  My  dear,  dear  Love,  —  You  have  had  a 
very  great  loss.'  To  Itise  an  old  friend,  is  to  be 
cut  off  from  a  great  part  of  the  little  pleasure  that 
this  life  allows.  But  such  is  the  condition  of  our 
nature,  that  as  we  live  on  we  must  see  those  whom 
we  love  drop  successively,  and  find  our  circle  of 
relations  grow  less  and  less,  till  wc  arc  almost  un- 
coniiected  with  the  world ;  and  then  it  must  soon 
be  our  turn  to  drop  into  the  grave.  There  is 
always  this  consolation,  that  we  have  one  Protector 
who  can  never  be  lost  but  by  our  own  fault,  and 
every  new  experience  of  the  uncertainty  of  all 
other  comforts  should  determine  us  to  fU  our 
hearts  where  true  joys  are  to  be  found.  All  union 
with  the  inhabitants  of  earth  must  in  time  be 
broken  ;  and  all  the  hopes  that  teiminate  here,  must 
on  [one]  part  or  other  end  in  disappointment. 

*'  I  am  glad  that  Mrs.  Adey  and  Mrs.  Cobb  do 
not  leave  you  alone.  Pay  my  respects  to  them, 
and  the  Scwards,  and  all  my  friends.  When 
Mr.  Porter  come.s,  he  will  direct  you.  I<ct  me 
know  of  his  arrival,  and  I  will  write  to  him. 

**  When  I  go  back  to  London,  I  will  take  care 
of  your  rc»ding-glass.  Whenever  I  can  do  any 
thing  for  you,  remember,  my  dear  darling,  that  one 
of  my  greatest  pleasures  is  to  please  you. 

"  The  punctuality  of  your  correspondence  I  con- 
sider as  a  proof  of  great  regard.  When  wc  shall 
sec  each  other,  I  know  not,  but  let  us  of^en  think 
on  each  other,  and  think  with  tendi>rness.  Do  not 
forget  me  in  your  prayers.  I  have  for  a  long  time 
baok  been  very  poorly;  but  of  what  use  is  it  to 
complain  ?  Write  often,  for  your  letters  always 
give  great  pleasure  to,  my  dear,  your  must  alVcc- 
tionate  and  mobt  humble  servant. 
—  Muhne.  "  Sam.  Johnson."] 

Ui)on  his  arrivul  in  London  in  May.  he  sur- 

f)ris<'d  mo  on<?  morning  with  a  vi>it  at  my 
odjjin;;  in  llaltnuum  SircM't,  was  (juito  satisfied 
with  my  (.>.\]>lanati(in,  and  was  in  the  kindost 
and  most  a«;recabh»  frame  of  mind.  As  ho  had 
olijoctod  to  a  ]>art  of  ono  of  his  lotti-rs  In-'iiig 
J)u1)Hs1um1,  1  thon^rhl  it  right  to  tako  this  o}»j>or- 
tunity  of  asking  him  explicitly  whother  it  woid*! 
bo  improiK-T  to  publish  his  lot  tors  aftor  his 
ih'ath.  Ills  an.'iwor  was,  "  Nay,  Sir,  whoii  1  am 
dead,  you  may  <lo  as  you  will." 


for  honie  time  rotilini.Nl  to  Mr.  ChAinluT*'*  apartmpiitt  in 
Ni-w  hiti  It  ill  liy  A  1)1  1)1  illiir^t*.  And  ttiok  a  ftrmit;  nitrrrstt  in 
tlic  triuiiipii.int  «>lc-<-ti(ii)  nf  tii^'h  rhiiri  li  crtmliiialek  lor  tlie 
l'nivi'r«itj.  ••  Thr  virtnr  nf  ()xfnnl.'"  Im«  *,iy*,  ■' once  more 
]ir<-v,iilrd  over  the  sluvi-kol  poui'r.in(l  tlu-kuliiilor»(it  f,i\i>ui." 

—  ('li'iKI-R 

-  Mr.  Hoswfll  in  hi*  "  Journal  of  .i  Tour  in  Cor^iou."  hail 
printed  thr  M>4'(ind  and  tliird  p  ir.tL'r  ipli^  ot  Juhnton'*  letter 
to  him  of  J,tiui.ir\  It.  I'li'i — ('kok»k. 

^  Till'  iliath  of*  lit-r  .-mtit.  Mr>.  Hunter,  widow  of  JohniOn'fl 
lohoolinjkier.  —  (  Koki.a. 


J 


V. 


lie  tutkod  in  UIb  usujiI  style  with  a  rough 
coriU*ui[>t  of  populiu*  liberty.  "  Thoy  make  n 
rout  ttlKJut  univerml  liberty,  withi>ut  <-'4»asi<JL*r* 
iug  tUfit  :ill  tUut  JH  to  be  viilue<U  «jr  indi-ed  eiui 
Le  enjoye<l  by  individuals,  is  private  liberty. 
FoHtical  liberty  id  good  only  so  tar  as  it  pro- 
duces privftte  liberty.  Now,  Sir,  there  \a  the 
liberty  of  the  pre^a,  which  you  know  ia  a  con- 
stant topic.  Suppose  you  and  I  and  two  hun- 
dred more  were  re»-ti'ained  from  printing  our 
ihouf^htj  :  what  then  ?  What  profjortion  would 
thrit  restraint  upon  us  bear  to  the  pnv»te  htp- 
pinesB  of  the  nation  ?  " ' 

This  rootle  of  representing  the  inconveniences 
of  restraint  as  lig^ht  Had  ins^iL^nilicuJii,  was  u  kind 
of  jiophiatry  in  which  he  dclighled  to  in»lulj;;e 
liiuwelf.  ui  opoosition  to  the  extreme  htxity  for 
which  it  hju*  i»ecn  fn^ihionable  for  too  many  to 
iirgue,  when  it  is  evident,  upon  reHectioo,  that 
the  very  essence  of  government  is  restniiiit; 
imd  cerlrttn  it  is,  that  ud  jroverument  produces 
rational  happiness,  too  much  restraint  is  Ijctter 
than  too  little.  But  when  restraint  is  uniiecesi- 
*Ary»  antl  so  close  us  to  gall  those  who  are  sub- 
ject to  it,  the  people  may  auul  ou^ht  to  re- 
monstrate ;  jukI,  it  relief  ia  not  ifranteil,  to 
re«ist.  Of  this  manly  nnd  spirite<i  priruiijle^ 
no  man  was  more  convinced  than  Johnson 
himself. 

About  this  time  Dr.  Kcnrick  attacked  hiui, 
throuffh  my  sidejs  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled  *' An 
Epistle  to  James  Bos  well,  Esq.,  occasioned  by 
hia  having  transmitted  the  moral  Writings  of 
Ur.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Taacal  Pooli,  General 
of  the  Corsicana."  1  was  at  first  inclined  to 
answer  this  fjaiaphiet;  but  Johnson,  who  knew 
that  my  doin^  so  would  only  gratify  Kcnrick, 
by  keeping  alive  what  wouhl  stjim  die  aw:iy  of 
ita«lf,  would  not  sutler  me  to  take  any  uutice 
©fit.* 

Hi«  sincere  regard  for  Francis  Barl>er,  his 
faitJiful  negro  servant,  made  him  so  desirous  of 
hi«  further  improvement,  that  he  now  placed 
him  at  a  5chix>l  at  Bi^hoJ)  8  tort  lord,  in  Hert- 
fonlshin^.^  This  humane  attention  dtwa  John- 
8ori*8  heart  much  honour.  Out  of  many  letters 
which  Mr.  Barlxir  received  from  his  master,  he 
has  preserved  three^  wliich  he  kitidlj  gave  uie, 
and  whicli  1  shall  insert  according  to  their 
dates. 


)  Haw  kin*   %ay%,  Johnt<in*t   tllcnre  proeecdKl    not  fnar« 
from  hii  roiiteinoi  or  Mwh  mi  adveraxry,  thiUl  from  a  i#ttl««] 

r.^.:-.:...i,.r.   f...  .,  ..I  ..,.,„,.. I    ,.^-  ,i.„,i.....:„  ^11  canlroviiny  in 

I  thiit  I  have  hrju-tt 

I  I     !»'■    Ill     lltllf    wriTch 

one : 
orUr. 

ihM  "  111.  .iiilliur  «,.»♦  i-VT  wrsmai  <1ha  n  J»u!  In  bnnitilf."' — 
CMOKkM. 

'  Tl»p  KTiidlnc  hi«  negro  ^^^¥HI>T,  mF  lp,«t  flrr  itnl  tirmfy 
|^4n  olO<.  tn   «  tM>ii,n]1n;(-*rh4>nl,    tftrrn*   k  «t/ .  i 
of  Jijhrtioi>'»   kuinI   iih<(it«".     It  WM  vf^rj- un|Hi,    i 
uthtr   Imtiute*.      Wiirii  Mrt.  WlUiiutu    «itJ  1 


JOHNSON  TO  FHANCI8  B.^KUEIl, 

*'  DxAA  FaA  KCiB,  —  I  Ita ve  biwn  very  much  9ut 
of  order,  f  am  gLd  to  hear  tiial  yiiu  are  well,  mmI 
design  to  come  soon  to  yuu.  I  would  hate  yoti 
Jitay  At  aifi  Oflpp's  for  the  iircHrnt,  till  1  can 
determine  what  wc  ftbidl  do.  Uc  «  gtMHl  |»ojr. 
My  compliments  to  Mrs,  CUpp  and  to  Mr,  Fowk*r. 
I  am  yours  alfeclionittvly,  Sam.  Juukaon," 

Soon  afterwMds,  he  tupped  at  tlie  Crowa 
and  Anchor  tavern,  in  the  Slrami  with  a 
pany  whom  I  collected  to  meet  htm.     ' 
were,  Dr.  Percy  now  Bishop  of  Dromoiv, 
Douglas  now  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Mr.  L< 
ton,  Dr.  Robertson   the   Historian,  Dr.  Hi 
Blair,  and   Mr.  Thomas  Daviea,  who  wij 
much  to  be  introduced  to  these  eminent  Sci 
literati ;  but  on  the  present  occasi*)n  he 
very  little  opportunity  of  hearing  them 
for,  with  an  excess  of  prudence,  for  wi 
Johnson   afterwardu  found  fault  with  tl 
they  hardly  opened  their  Hps,  and  tlmt  oid^ 
say  Bomethhig  which  they  were  cerLjiin  wi 
not  expose  them  to  the  sword  of  Goliath; 
waa  their  an.viety  for  their  fame  whiMi  in 
presence  of  Johnson.     He  was  thi; 
i-emarknble  vigour  of  mind,  and  » 
himself  in  conversation,  whith  he  <i 
readiness  and  tluency ;  but  I  am 
that  I  have  preserved  but  a  small  | 
passed. 

He  allowed  high  praise  to  Thorngon 
poet;  but  when  one  of  the  company  sidd' 
waa  alsin  a  ytivy  good  man»  our  moralist 
tested  this  with  great  warmth,  nccusiiigr 
grosi  sensuality  and  licentiousness  of 
1  wail  very  much  afraid  that,  in  writing 
son's  life,  Dr.  Johnson  would  have  treated 
private  character  with  a  stern  severity,  h\ 
was  agreeably  dinnpiwinted ;  and  I  may  cl 
a  little  merit  in  it,  from  my  hav' 
pain^  to  send  him  authentic  acr<  t, 

affectionate  and  generous  conduct  4 

to  his  »ister^   one  of  whom,  the  wito  ot'  X 
Tliomson,  schoolmaster  at  Lanark,  I  knew,  i 
was  presented  by  her  with  three  of  hi*  letl^ 
one  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  ha^  inserted 
life. 

He  was  vehement  against  oldDr ! 
Chelsea  College,  as  "  a  fellow  who 
talked  indecently."^  '*I  have  been  afteii  u 


■  '  I  I    .1,  IMftj  ^ 

r<l    li    ut<Nl 

■u..a    at    I,,.     .,..,,,„. 

in    hti   will   may 

V.  1.     Vi.     p     11.   p. 
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I 
rompanT,'*  laid  Dr.  Percy,  **and  ncTcr  hcflrtl  | 
him  3ireir  or  U}k  itidtHjentlt/'  Mr.  DuTies, 
nrho  sat  next  to  Dr.  Fercj,  naving  after  this 
kail  name  conTei^aiion  aside  with  htm^  muda  a 
didcovery  vbtch,  in  hh  zeal  to  pay  court  to 
Dr.  Johmoo,  he  ea^rly  proclniitied  iJoud  from 
tbe  foot  of  the  table :  '*  Oh,  Sir,  I  have  found 
out  %  very  good  reason  why  Dr.  Percy  never 
h^Ltd  >Iotinsey  i}w<;ar  or  tiUk  mdccciitly ;  for  he 
tellj  me  he  aevor  saw  him  but  at  the  Duke  of 
Xorthiunberlajid's  tahle.'^  **■  And  su,  Sir,"  ^nid 
Dr-  Johnson  luudly  to  Dr.  Periy,  '*  you  woidd 
thield  this  man  from  the  ubargu  of  Bwearing 
■nd  tdilklnfv  indecently,  be^ au!<e  he  did  not  do 
K>  ftt  the  Xhikc  of  Northtitnherkuifn  tuble. 
Sir,  you  mi^ht  aa  well  tell  iw  thiit  you  had 
iicen  him  hoid  up  hh  hand  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
■ad  he  neither  swori^  nor  tnlkt-nil  Indeeentlv ;  or 
thmt  Tou  had  seen  bim  in  the  rart  at  Tyliurn, 
mad  ne  neither  swore  nor  talked  indecently. 
And  id  it  thus,  Sir,  that  you  TiruHiinic  tn  vmi- 
tnrrerl  what  I  have  relatetl?'^  Dr.  Johnson's 
tmrnodrcrsloD  was  uttered  in  sudi  a  man  nor, 
tbat  Dr.  Percy  seemed  to  be  di:*pl  eased,  imd 
JOOD  ■fierwutla  left  the  coutpnny,  of  which 
Joliagon  did  not  at  that  time  take  iiny  nodcc. 

Swiil  having  been  mentiun^id,  Jo'hti&un,  m 
mini,  treated  bim  with  little  respect  a»  an 
lAtlKir.  Some  of  us  eD<1eaTuured  to  supfiorl 
tbe  Deto  of  St  Patrick's,  by  various  nr^u- 
fuenti.  One,  in  partirular,  praised  hia  "  Con- 
duct of  tbe  Allies."  JoH:«so?r.  "  Sir,  bia  *■  Con- 
duct of  the  Ailiee*  is  n  purformunre  of  very  little 
ibiUty,"  "Surely,  Sir, '  said  Dr-  Dounrbs,  "you 
aiu$t  allow  it  has  ?troTij»  iiiets."*  Joiissos. 
**Why  yes.  Sir;  but  what  is  tliat  to  the  merit 
of  the  coraposition  ?  Id  the  Siisaiotis-pupur  of 
the  Old  Badey  there  are  stmng  fui'ts.  Ilouie- 
hnaikLDg  is  a  alrnii''  fuL-t ;  robbery  i^  a  HLrnTi;>: 
fjiist;  and  murder  is  a  inii;httj  strori;^  fat't :  but 
U  ^reat  praizae  due  to  the  bbtnriun  of  tlii»?c 
itrrjftg  facts  ?  No,  Sir,  Swift  has  told  what  hu 
bad  to  tell  di^^tinitly  unough,  ]mt  thut  h  all. 
Hii  bid  to  count  ten,  and  he  h;us  counted  it 
ripbt,""  Then  recollect inj^  that  Mr,  DavJL'?,  by 
■ctinj!  as  an  iajhrmtr^  hM\  bcL-n  the  oreo^ion  nf 
ill  talking  BoinewbAt  too  harshly  to  hh  frlc:ud 


*WiT.  *b4,  ftUhocijh  It  Tplatri  tl!^  hit  own  hrwli-,  up  mnjf  jmv 
^■u  iwtlrrtn  Ur,  CniKliihank,  iliil«d  iUt  fj.  ITriT,  now 
li  Uw  lliiianA  af  (h«r  Cnllrirc  of  !!iUT>ifuni,  Mouiii^y  «jivf  ;  ~ 
■Kf.  ThomKin  Fiwlrr.  sLirRvon.  Iti  Uniitii  Vmm,  Umitti 
wit.  hii*  prmnl««d  tn  o[K'n  my  caT'Cdti.  amd  ilv  whsit  [-.  the 
■*«■  Willi  mf  bK^jft.  t^nwtlft,  iinU  ki Jney*.  He  u  ganf  in 
Kltiric^,  god  mar  not  rrlurTi  b^iure  t  onq,  [(IhkJ],  WiU  fnii 
■■vpsik  u  lo  let  mt  trnil  It  to  jnU.  nr^  if  ht  c^imi  t,  u^U 
^  bfca  In  he  prt^H-nt  bt  the  dikMnrOuii  y  Lit  mp  »4^  jou  irt- 
Jl»(wc*n  rlf*eii  ^fid  nuc  nriwo,  or  aiif  ij:tj'»  ]  am 
til.  arixl  hardly  >re  to  icrawl  tliEt.  4nd  fi-tl  i^  iT  I 
!t*|tiut]  tvitiiiiji  — thr  timiifT  the  bf-dtrf.  1  am, 
■■tuiiowii  m  Ttt'J,ynir  rt'sjiiTrfnl  l>tnnlilt>  icrvmut, 
U  Mut'iL^CT/'  Hit  UxJy  WA«  iki-ifiritlitjriv  dl^<iirti^l 
B<l*r,mivl  KrpKmiuTiitti'rt'di-piMltcdiiiUtii  Mquniin 
iAOH'i.  HnfupiMl VV  hlfiUT, 

^_-^--  mpteUbi''  frirnd.  iip<iiii  rrAdinpr  thli  [ikmu^^.  nli- 
P^^liW  hv  (initMtli-  rnu^-t  h.ivr  [MuI  ni.t  ilniith'  "lEnirip 
P%*  tm  "ttrunir  firft  wcit  iHrrars^itl,'"  llLi  l^rihlilp, 
PBmi^  kl»«i  li>«j  w*'l1  tiii^i'iJui^  Hi  wrirti^ii  ilorun-if^nLt  hi 
illw  MUDiff  hiM  rtKdlJiYiifm  nimiiitt  1115  ii4iti<^  Uki'n  nt 


Dr.  Percy,  for  which,  probably,  when  the  first 
ebullition  was  over,  he  felt  some  compunction, 
he  took  an  opportunity  to  give  him  a  hit :  so 
added,  with  a  preparatory  laugh,  **  Why,  Sir, 
Tom  Davies  might  have  written  *  ITie  Conduct 
of  the  Allies.* "  Poor  Tom,  being  thus  suddenly 
dragged  into  ludicrous  notice  in  presence  of 
the  Scottish  doctors,  to  whom  he  was  ambitious 
of  appearing  to  advantage,  was  grievously 
mortmcd.  Nor  did  his  punishment  rest  here ; 
for  np<m  subsequent  occasions,  whenever  he, 
"  statesman  all  over,"*  a&«umed  a  strutting  im- 
portance, I  used  to  hail  him — "Me  Author  of 
the  Conduct  of  the  Allies." 

When  1  called  upon  Dr.  Johnson  next  morn- 
ing, I  found  him  highly  satisfied  with  his  col- 
loquial prowess  the  preceding  evening.  *' Well," 
sai<l  he,  "  we  had  good  talk."  Boswell.  "  Yes, 
Sir ;  you  tossed  and  gored  several  mirsons." 

Tlie  late  Alexander  Earl  of  Lglintoune', 
who  loved  wit  more  than  wine,  and  men  of 
genius  more  than  sycophants,  had  a  great 
a<lniiration  of  Johnson;  but,  from  the  remark- 
able elegance  of  his  own  nuinners,  was,  ])er- 
haps,  too  delicately  sen.sible  of  the  roughness 
which  sometimes  am)eared  in  Johnson's  be- 
haviour. One  evening  about  this  time,  when 
his  lordship  did  me  the  honour  to  sup  at  my 
lodgings  with  Dr.  Robertson  and  several  other 
men  of  literary  distinction,  he  regrettwl  that 
Johnson  had  not  been  educated  with  more 
refinement,  and  lived  more  in  polished  society. 
"  Xo,  no,  my  lord,"  said  Signer  Baretti,  "  do 
with  him  what  you  would,  he  would  always 
have  been  a  bear.*'  "True,**  answered  the 
earl,  with  a  smile,  "  but  he  would  have  been  a 
dancing  bear.'* 

1\)  obviate  all  the  reflortions  which  have 
gone  round  the  world  to  Johnson's  prejudice, 
by  applying  to  hiiu  the  epithet  of  a  beury  let 
me  impress  U|)Oii  my  readers  a  just  and  happy 
saying  of  my  friend  Goldsmith,  who  knew  hiiu 
well :  — "  Johnson,  to  be  sure,  has  a  roughness 
in  his  manner;  but  no  man  alive  has  a  more 
tender  heart.  lie  has  nothing  of  the  hear  hut 
his  skin."  * 


fact.  porh:ips.  majr  li.ive  l>oon.  Htlior  that  th4«  additional  wonU 
0)i(-.-i|M'd  nii>  ill  tlu>  iii)i«»*  of  a  niiini-nxit  rmnfiany,  or  titnt  Dr. 
Joliniot),  from  lii»  im|H>tniMitj,  nml  (Mgi-nioit  to  «'izu  mii 
«l>|H>rtuiMty  to  ni.ike  a  lirfly  n-tort,  did  not  allow  I>r, 
I)mi|;la<i  tit  finish  hii  M-iitrnrK Doswell. 

'  Sco  the  hard  drawiu);  of  him  in  Churchlll'i  "  Ro<cUul." 
Anli.  |>.  I.X1.  — BoswFLL. 

3  'IViith  cnri,  who  w.u  »hot,  in  \7(VJ.  by  Miii)(tn  Camphfll, 
whom'  fowlihc-pitt-p  I.ord  Ki!lint«iiint>  atti'mptitl  to  wli«*. 
To  thin  tioblfiiiun  Bosw«>U  wa«  iitdeliti  d.  as  he  liim^elf  ii.ii«l, 
for  hi«  rarly  introdurlif>u  to  the  rireli-  of  the  |{rr.\t.  thf  gav, 
and  the  intioiiioiio.  Iio^wt•l)  ijmt  nifn(loii«  liiiii«i-ll'in  a  luLc 
cailfd  "  Thi*  Cull  at  Nvwinarkrt,"  publishitl  in  17t>2 :  — 

"  liOrd  Fcliiitoiini',  who  lovo«,  you  know,  ! 

A  litth*  di»h  of  whiin  or  mi,  ' 

Ky  cliaiK'c  a  ciiriiuis  cuh  had  cot.  | 

On  Srotia'a  niountaiiis  newly  caught."  —  Grnt.  Mag. 
—  Ckokek. 

*  It  w:«*  drnlly  »nid.  in  rofi'rcnrr  to  tho  prnkloiu  prantrit  to  1 

DiK-tors  MM'»tb.'-ar«'  and  Ji>hn<Min.  th  ■!  tho  Kuiff  h.-ul  pru-  1 

•iuned  a  Sfn'-bmr  and  a  Hc-th-ar.  —  (.'KoKbH.  | 

o  2  ! 
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[JOHNSON  TO  MR.  BARNARD.' 

•"  May  «.  irM- 

«  Sir, —  It  »$  natural  for  ii  setioliu-  to  interest 
hiouelf  in  an  expedition,  undertaken,  like  youra, 
for  the  importation  of  literature ;  and  therefore, 
tlioii|Th,  having  never  travelled  myself,  I  ain  very 
little  qualified  to  gitc  advice  to  a  traveller;  yet, 
that  I  may  not  seem  iniaitentive  to  a  design  so 
worthy  of  regard,  I  \rill  try  whether  the  preiient 
state  of  my  health  will  suffer  me  to  lay  before  you 
what  ob<erration  or  report  have  sugge«ted  to  me, 
that  may  direct  your  inquiries*  or  facilitate  your 
success.  Things  of  which  the  mere  rarity  makes 
the  value,  and  which  are  prized  at  a  high  rate  by  a 
wantonness  rather  than  by  use,  are  always  passing 
jIVom  poorer  to  richer  countries ;  and  therefore, 
thou{;h  Germany  and  Italy  were  principally  prd« 
ductivc  of  typog;raphical  curto&itic^,  I  do  not  much 
imagine  that  they  are  now  to  be  found  there  in 
great  abundance.  An  eagerness  for  scarce  books 
ftnd  early  edttionH,  which  prevailed  among  the 
Rnj^lifh  about  half  a  century  ago,  filled  our  shops 
with  all  the  uplfudour  and  nicety  of  literature  ;  and 
when  the  Ilnrleian  CatJilogue  was  published,  many 
of  the  books  were  bought  for  the  library  of  the 
King  of  France. 

••  I  believe,  however*  that  by  the  diligence  with 
which  you  have  enlarged  the  library  under  your 
earci,  the  present  stock  is  so  nearly  exhausted,  that, 
till  new  purchases  supply  the  booksellers  with  new 
storesi  you  will  not  be  able  to  do  much  more  thnn 
glean  up  single  books,  as  accident  shall  produce 
them  i  ihU,  therefore,  is  the  time  for  vi&iting  the 
eonttnent. 

♦•  ^\^^«t  addition  you  can  hope  to  make  l#y 
ninifacking  other  countries  we  will  now  cunsidt.'r, 
EtigUsh  hterature  you  will  not  tteek  in  any  place 
but  in  England.  Classical  learning  is  diifused 
every  where*  and  \s  not,  except  by  accident,  more 
copious  in  one  part  of  the  polite  world  than  in 
ftoothcr.  But  every  country  has  literature  of  its 
own.  which  may  l>e  be«t  gathered  in  its  native  soil. 
The  iitudiei  of  the  learned  are  influenced  by  forms 
of  government  and  modes  of  religion  ;  and,  there* 
fore,  those  books  are  necessary  and  common  in 
some  places,  which,  where  different  opinions  or  dif- 
ferent manners  prevail,  are  of  Htlle  use,  and  for 
that  reason  rarely  to  be  found. 

'*  Thus  in  Italy  you  may  expect  to  meet  with 
canonists  and  scholaiiltc  divines,  in  Germany  with 
writen  on  the  feudal  laws,  and  in  Holland  with 
civilians.  The  schoolmen  and  canonists  must  not 
lie  neglected,  for  t!u*yare  useful  to  many  purposes; 
nor  too  anxiously  snught,  for  their  influence  among 
us  is  much  lewencd  by  the  Reformation.  Of  the 
canoni'bts  at  least  a  few  eminent  writers  may  be 
suffieieiH.  The  schoolmen  arc  of  more  general 
value.  But  the  feudal  and  civil  law  I  cannot  but 
wish  to  see  complete.  Tlie  feudal  constitution  is 
the  original  of  the  law  of  property,  over  all  the 
ctvilised  fiart  of  Europe ;  and  the  civil  law,  as  it 
is  generally  understood  to  include  the  law  of 
nations,  may  be  called  with  great  propriety  a  regal 
study.  Of  these  books,  which  have  been  often 
published^  and  diversified  by  various  modes  of  im- 


1  Mr.,  aftorvardi  5t(r  Krandt.  Barnard,  was  Lfbrarim  to 
KUif  0«or«a   111.    Sn  ante,  p.  IM.^ThU  Is  the  latter 


r^ 


pressjon,  a  royal  library  should  havtt 
most  curious  edition,  the  most  splcQ< 
most  useful.     TJie   most  curious   cditio 
roonly  the   first,  and   the  most   useful  n 
pccted  among  the  last.     Thus,  of  TuHj 
the  edition  of  Fust  is  the  most  curious,  « 
GrsviuB  the  roost  useful.     The  moat , 
eye  will  disctrm.      Witb  the   old  print 
ROW  become  well  acquainted  ;  if  you  i 
collection  of  their  productions  to  be 
undoubtedly  buy  it ;  but  this  can  scarci 
and  you  must  catch  up  single  volumo! 
can  find  them.;     In  every  place  thlngl 
where  they  are  least  expected.     I    W5 
Welsh  grammar  written  in  Welsh,  an! 
Milan,    1    believe,   Iwfore    any    granq 
language  had  been   printed   here*     Ol 
entire  libraries.    I   know  not    whether 
venience  may  not  overbalance  the  odvar 
libraries  connected   witb   general    views, 
have  many  books  in  common  with  anuthi 
you  have  bought  two  collections  you  wt 
you  have  bought  many  books  twice  over, 
in   each  which  you  have  left  at  hiune, 
fore,  did  not  want ;  and  when   you  ha' 
sm^ll   number,  you   will  have  the  n 
great    loss,    or  to    transport    hither 
greater.      It  will  generally  be  more  coifH 
buy  the  few  that  you   want,  at  a  price 
advanced,  than  to  encumber  yourself  ■ 
books.    Hut  libraries  collected  (or  partSj 
will  be  very  valuable  acquisitions.     Td 
of  an  eminent  civilian,  feudist,  or  matV 
will   perhaps  have   very  few  supcrfluitt4i 
graphy  or  local  bii^tory  prevails   much 
pnrls  of  the   continent,      I    have   be«n 
scarcely    a    village    of   Italy    wants 
These  books  may  be  generally  negleci 
will  deserve  attention  by  the  celebrity 
the  eminence  of  the  authors*  or  the 
sculptures.    Sculpture  has  always 
vated  among   other  nations  than  am 
old  art   of  cutting  on  wood,  which 
books  of  ancient  impression,  was  never  « 
to  any  excellence  ;  and  the  practice  of  en 
copper,   which    succeeded, 
employed  among  u»  in 
books  with  wooden  cuts  arc 
the  desigus  were  often  made  by  great  fr 
the  prints  are  such  as  cannot  bv  made  b\ 
now   living.      It  wilt  be  of  great  us« 
every  place  maps  of  the  odjacetit  count 
of  towns,  buildings,  and  gardens.    By 
will  form  a  mure  valuable  body  of 
can  otherwise  be  had.     Many  countril 
very  exactly  surveyed,  but  it  must  n> 
that  the  exactness  of  actual  mciisufl 
preserved,   when   the  maps  are   redu 
tracted    scale,   and    incorporated    in 
system. 

••  The  king  of  Sardinia's  Italian  i 
not  large,  yet  the  maps  mode  of  thetn 
of  Victor  fill  two  Atlantic  folios, 
your  design  will  deserve  particular  n 
in  this,  your  success  will  always  he  pi 
your  diligence.     You  ate  too  well 


nc  prscucv  ui  en 
!d,  has  never  1 
adorning  booH 
arc  to  bedilig«l 
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Uterarj  history  not  to  know  that    many  books 

dcrtTe    their   ralue   from    the   reputation   of  the 

ItfiDteriL     Of  the  celebrated  printers  you  do  not 

need  to  be  informed,  and  if  you  did,  might  consult 

Beillct,  Jugemens  des  S^avans.     The  productions 

of  Aldus  are  enumerated  in  the  Bibliotheca  Gra*ca, 

SD  that  jou  may  know  when  you  have  them  all ; 

is  always  of  use,  as   it  prevents  needless 

The  great  ornaments  of  a  library,  furnished 

br  magnificence  as  well  as  use,  are  the  first  editions, 

of  which,  therefore,  I  would  not  willingly  neglect 

d»  Bention.     You  know,  sir,  that  the  annals  of 

typography  begin  with  the  Codex,  1 457  ;  but  there 

ii  great  reason  to  believe,  that  there  are  latent,  in 

olMcure  corners,  books  printed  before   it.      The 

Mcalar  feast,  in  memory  of  the  invention  of  printing, 

ii  edebratcd  in  the  fortieth  year  of  the  century ;  if 

this  tradiuon,  therefore,  is  right,   the  art  had  in 

1457  been  already  exercised  nineteen  years. 

"  There  prevaib  among  typographical  antiquaries 
•  vsgoe  opinion,  that  the  Bible  had  been  printed 
Ibte  timca  before  the  edition  of  1462,  which 
CdmH  calls  *La  premiere  Edition  bien  aver^.* 
One  of  tbeae  editions  has  been  lately  discovered  in 
I  convent,  and  tranq>lanted  into  the  French  king*s 
iifanry.  Another  copy  has  likewise  been  found, 
bt  I  know  not  whether  of  the  same  impression,  or 
Mother.  These  discoveries  are  suflSeient  to  raise 
bope  and  instigate  inquiry.  In  the  purchase  of 
•U  booka,  let  roe  recommend  to  you  to  inquire 
vilk  great  caution,  whether  they  are  perfect.  In 
fta  int  edition  the  loss  of  a  leaf  is  not  easily 
nbsamd.  Tou  remember  how  near  we  both  were 
to  r   tI  1  \ng  a  mutilated  Missal  at  a  high  price. 

*  All  this  perhaps  you  know  already,  and,  there- 
five,  aoj  letter  oMy  be  of  no  use.  I  am,  however, 
itmnm  to  show  you,  that  I  wish  prosperity  to 
|our  ondcrtaking.  (hie  advice  more  I  will  give, 
rfmore  importance  than  all  the  rest,  of  which  I, 
thncCirCf  bope  you  will  have  still  less  need.  You 
m  going  into  a  part  of  the  world  divided,  as  it  is 
■id,  between  bigotry  and  atheism:  such  reprc- 
wntations  are  always  hyperbolical,  but  there  is 
rnlUDly  enough  of  both  to  alarm  any  mind  soli- 
citiras  for  piety  and  truth ;  let  not  the  contempt 
I  ifwperatitioo  precipitate  you  into  infidelity,  or  the 
[  Wrer  of  infidelity  ensnare  you  in  superstition.  — 
lanerrriy  wish  you  successful  and  happy,  for  I 

IB.  Sir,  &C. ,  Sa  M.  JOH  MSON. " 

-jfs: 

.       JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

"June  18  1768. 
"Mr  LovK, —  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find 
teyon  are  so  well  satisfied  with  what  little  things 


'  AiMrcnee  took  place  in  the  Marrh  of  this  jrear  bMween 
«■  Thrale  and  Sir  Joieph  Mawbejr ,  hit  colleague  in  the  re- 
gnuiMM  of  Southwark.  when  Sir  Joseph  enrleavoiired  to 
■^  htmtMt  from  wime  anti-p<ipular  btep  he  hnd  tAken,  hj 
^■»ii<hn  Mr.  Thrale.  There  it  an  account  nf  the  afTair  in 
^GnUftmrnm't  Magaxme  (ro\.  xxxlx.  p.  162.)  which  seem* 
■  kvt  been  vrittm  bj  Dr.  Johnson.  The  article  recom- 
^nb  a  recurrence  to  triennial  parliamento,  a  meaiiure  to 
■MiJdinsoo'a  hatred  of  th«  Whig  icptennial  bill  would 
■krtr  hkcllne  bim  ;  and  at.  for  Mr.  Thralc's  take,  he  wai 
^^Ckf  tha  viotenre  (if  the  times,  to  adopt  aome  popular 

9k,  ta  voald  probably  adopt  that  of  triennial  parliameiiti. 


*  Iseblrh  place  be  hsi  been  succeedeil  by  Benner  Lnng- 
^lif.  Wben  thai  truly  rell|riou«  gentleman  wai  elected  to 
'''  Profetaonnip,  at  tbe  aame  time  tliat  Kdward 


it  has  been  in  my  power  to  send  you.  I  hope  you 
will  always  employ  me  in  any  ofllice  that  can  con- 
duce to  your  convenience.  My  health  is,  I  thank 
God,  much  better ;  but  it  is  yet  very  weak  ;  and 
very  little  things  put  it  into  a  troublesome  state ; 
but  still  I  hope  all  will  be  well.     Fray  for  me. 

**  My  friends  at  Lichfield  must  not  think  that  I 
forget  them.  Neither  Mrs.  Cobb,  nor  Mrs.  Adey, 
nor  Miss  Adey,  nor  Miss  Seward,  nor  Miss  Vise, 
are  to  suppose  that  I  have  lost  all  memory  of  their 
kindness.  Mention  me  to  them  when  you  see  thenu 
I  hear  Mr.  Vise  has  been  lately  very  much  in 
danger.     I  hope  he  is  better. 

**  When  you  write  again,  let  me  know  how  you 
go  on,  and  what  company  you  keep,  and  what  you 
do  all  day.  I  love  to  think  on  you,  but  do  not 
know  when  I  shall  see  you.  Pray,  write  very 
ofteiL  I  am,  dearest,  your  humble  servant, 
—  Fear$on  MSS,  •*  Sam,  Johnson.**] 

In  1769,  80  far  aa  I  can  discover,  the  pub- 
lic was  favoured  with  nothing  of  Johnson*8 
composition,  either  for  himself  or  any  of  his 
friends.*  His  "  Meditations  **  too  strongly 
prove  that  he  sufifered  much  both  in  body  and 
mind ;  yet  was  he  perpetually  striving  against 
evil,  and  nobly  endeavouring  to  advance  his 
intellectual  and  devotiontd  improvement. 
Every  generous  and  grateful  heart  must  feel 
for  the  distresses  of  so  eminent  a  benefactor  to 
mankind ;  and  now  that  his  unhappiness  is 
certainly  known,  must  respect  that  dignity  of 
character  which  prevented  him  from  complain- 
ing. 

His  Majesty  having  the  preceding  year 
instituted  the  Koyal  Academy  of  Arts  in 
London,  Johnson  had  now  the  honour  of  being 
appointed  Professor  in  Antient  Literature.* 
In  the  course  of  the  year  he  wrote  aome  letters 
to  Mrs.  Thrale,  passed  some  part  of  the 
summer  at  Oxford  and  at  Lichfield,  and  when 
at  Oxford  he  wrote  the  following  letter :  — 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON. 

•'May  31.  1/^9. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  Many  years  ago,  wben  I  used  to 
read  in  the  library  of  your  College,  I  promi.«ed  to 
rccompen&e  the  college  for  that  permission,  by 
adding  to  their  books  a  Baskerville's  Virgil.  I 
have  now  sent  it,  and  desire  you  to  reposit  it  on 
the  shelves  in  my  name.' 

''If  you  urill  be  pleased  to  let  me  know  when 
you  have  an  hour  of  leisure,  I  will  drink  tea 
with  you.     I   am  engaged  for  the  afternoon  to- 


Gihhon.  Esq..  noted  for  introducing  a  kind  of  inrering  InB- 
delitv  into  his  historical  writing*,  was  elected  rrofewor  in 
Ancient  Hlntory,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Goldtmlth,  I  observed 
that  It  brought  to  my  mind. "  Wic  kod  Will  Whistnn  and  good 
Mr.  Dittoii."—  I  am  now  also  [1791}  of  that  admirable  Insti- 
tution, as  SecreUry  for  Foreign  Correspondence,  by  the 
favnur  of  the  Academicians,  and  the  approbation  of  the 
sovereign.  —  Borwbll. 

3  It  has  this  inscription  in  a  blank  leaf:  — "  Hsmc  Uhrum 
D.  D.  Sitmuel  Jitknson  ro  qnoc  Mte  tod  $tmdii$  intrrdum 
vacaret."  Of  this  library,  which  Is  an  old  (lOthIc  room,  he 
was  very  fotid.  On  my  observing  to  him  that  some  of  the 
miidem  libraries  of  the  Unirersity  were  more  commoilious 
aiid  pleasant  for  study,  as  l)eing  more  spacious  and  airy,  he 
replied,  "  .Sir,  if  a  man  has  a  mind  to  prancf,  he  mutt  study 
at  Christchurch  and  All-Souls."  —  Warton. 

o  3 
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morrpw,  and  on  Friday  :  all  my  morningg  are  my 
own.'     I  am,  &c., 


Sam.  Johnson. 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
{Extract.} 

"  LlchBeld,  August  14. 1769. 

**  We  passed  the  night  at  Coventry ;  but  came 
in  late  and  went  out  early ;  and  therefore  I  did 
not  send  for  my  cousin  Tom',  but  I  design  to 
make  him  some  amends  for  the  omission. 

*•  Next  day  we  came  early  to  Lucy,  who  was,  I 
believe,  glad  to  see  us.  She  had  saved  her  best 
gooseberries  upon  the  tree  for  me ;  and  as  Steele 
says,  /  wa$  neither  too  proud  nor  too  wise  to  gather 
them.  I  have  rambled  a  very  little  inter  fonie» 
etflumina  nota^  but  I  am  not  yet  well.  They  have 
cut  down  the  trees  in  George  Lane.  Evelyn,  in 
his  book  of  Forest  Trees ",  tells  us  of  wicked  men 
that  cut  down  trees,  and  never  prospered  after- 
wards; yet  nothing  has  deterred  these  audacious 
aldermen  from  violating  the  Hamadryad  of  George 
Lane.  As  an  impartiid  traveller,  I  must,  however, 
tell  that,  in  Stow  Street,  where  I  left  a  draw-well, 
I  have  found  a  pump,  but  the  lading-well  in  this 
ill-fated  George  Lane  lies  shamefully  neglected. 

*'  I  am  going  to-day  or  to-morrow  to  Ashbourne ; 
but  I  am  at  a  loss  how  I  shall  get  back  in  time  to 
London.  Here  are  only  chance  coaches,  so  that 
there  is  no  certainty  of  a  place.  If  I  do  not  come, 
let  it  not  hinder  your  journey.  I  can  be  but  a  few 
days  behind  you ;  and  I  will  follow  in  the  Bright- 
helmstone  coach.     But  I  hope  to  come." 


JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 

**  Brighthelmstone.  August  26. 1769. 

**  Madam,  —  I  suppose  you  have  received  the 
mill :  the  whole  apparatus  seemed  to  be  perfect, 
except  that  there  is  wanting  a  little  tin  spout  at  the 
bottom,  and  some  ring  or  knob,  on  which  the  bag 
that  catches  the  meal  is  to  be  hung.  When  these 
are  added,  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  grind  your 
own  bread,  and  treat  me  with  a  cake  made  by 
yourself  of  meal  from  your  own  com  of  your  own 
grinding. 

'*  I  was  glad.  Madam,  to  see  you  so  well,  and 
hope  your  health  will  long  increase,  and  then  long 
continue.  I  am.  Madam,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  Sam.  Johnson.'*] 

^Parker  MSS, 


•  During  thl«  visit  he  seldom  or  nerer  dined  out.  He 
appeared  to  l>c  deeply  engaged  in  some  literanr  work..  Miss 
Williams  was  now  with  him  at  Oxford.—  Warton. 

*  We  shall  see  more  by  and  bye  of  poor  cousin  Tom  ;  who. 
Dr.  Harwood  thought,  was  the  son  of  his  uncle  Andrew,  of 
whom  he  told  Mrs.  Piotsi  that  he,  for  a  whole  year,  kept  the 
ring  at  Sm it hfield  (where they  wrestled  and  boxed ),  and  never 
was  thrown  or  conquered.  —  Cioksr. 

>  Historical  Account  of  the  Sarredness  and  Use  of  Stand- 
ing Groves,  p.  638.  4ta  1776.  —  Crokbb. 

<  Mr.  Boswell,  on  this  occasion,  justified  Johnson's  fore- 
sight and  prudence,  in  advising  him  to  "  clear  his  head  of 
Corsica:"  unluckily,  the  advice  had  no  efllKt,  for  Boswell 
made  a  fool  of  himself  at  the  Jubilee  by  sundry  enthusiastic 
ft-eaks ;  amongst  others.  lest  he  should  not  be  sutBclently 
distinguished,  he  wor«  the  words  Corsica  Bokwill  In  large 
letters  round  his  hat.  — C,  1831.  There  was  an  absurd 
print  of  him,  1  think  in  the  London  Magaxint,  fa\M*htAy 
no  doubt,  with  his  concurrence.  In  the  character  of  an  armed 
Corslcan  chief,  at  the  Jubilee  nuuqtierade  on  the  evening  of 


CHAPTER  XXn. 

1769. 

BoiweU  at  the  Jubilee.  —  His  Account  of  Co 
General  Paoli.  —  Ohaervance  of  Sunday.  - 
seatt   and    Monboddo.  —  Love  of  Singuh 

London  Life.  —  Artemisiaa Second  M 

—  Scotch  Gardening.  —  Vaiis.  —  Prior, 
rick's  Poetry.  —  History.  —  Whitfield. 
0)rsieans.  —  Good  Breeding.  —  Fate  at 
tcill.  —  Goldsmith's  Tailor.  —  The  Dut 
Dryden.  —  Congreve.  —  Sheridan.  —  Mi 
iagu*s    Essay.   —   Lord    Karnes.  —  B 

Ballad  of  Hardyknute Fear  of  Death. 

pathy  with  Distress,  —  Foote.  —  Bueh 
BareUVs  Trial. —  MandeviUe. 

I  CAME  to  London  in  the  auturox 
having  informed  him  that  I  was  goix 
married  in  a  few  months,  I  wished  to 
much  of  his  conversation  as  1  could 
engaging  in  a  state  of  life  which  won 
bablj  keep  me  more  in  Scotland,  and 
me  seeing  him  so  oflen  as  when  I  was 
man ;  but  I  found  he  was  at  Brighthe 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.  I  was  ver 
that  I  had  not  his  company  with  me 
Jubilee,  in  honour  of  Shakspeare,  at 
ford-upon-Avon,  the  great  poet's 
town.*  Johnson's  connection  hot] 
Shakspeare  and  (xarrick  fotmded  a 
claim  to  his  presence;  and  it  won! 
been  highly  gratifying  to  Mr.  Garrick. 
this  occasion  I  particularly  lamented 
had  not  that  warmth  of  friendship 
brilliant  pupil,  which  we  may  suppos 
have  had  a  benignant  effect  on  both, 
almost  every  man  of  eminence  in  the 
world  was  happy  to  partake  in  this  fe 
genius,  the  abbcncc  of  Johnson  could 
be  wondered  at  and  regretted.  Tl 
trace  of  him  there,  was  in  the  whimsica 
tiscmcnt  of  a  haberdasher,  who  sold  Shu 
ribands  of  various  dyes  ;  and  by  way  < 
trating  their  appropriation  to  the  ban 
duced  a  line  from  the  celebrated  Prol 
the  opening  of  Drury  Lane  theatre  :  — 
**  Each  change  of  many-colour'd  life  he  d 


the  7th  Sept.  1769.  In  which  he  wrars  a  cap  wit 
scrlpUon  of  "  Tira  ta  Libert^!  "  —  but  his  fries 
rairer,  Tom  Davlcs,  records  that  he  wore  ordl 
vernacular  Inscription  of  "Corsica  Boswell  in  U 
outside  his  hat.*'— Life  qf  Garrick,  II.  »ia.  Earl 
year  he  had  visited  Ireland,  and  was  no  doubt 
spondent  who  (UmiBhed  the  friilowing  parafnq 
Fublie  Advertiser  of  the  7th  July,  I7G9. 

"  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dublin,  8th  Jn 
"James  Boswell,  Esq.,  having  now  riMtod  t 
dined  with  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  LrinstPr,  at  I 
Carton.  Hf  went  also  by  special  invitation,  Ic 
Lord  I^ieutenant  at  his  country  seat  at  Leixlip ;  ti 
was  conducted  in  one  of  his  Excellency's  coaches  I 
'Walshe.  He  dined  there,  and  stayed  all  night, 
morning  came  in  the  coach  with  his  Bxcellenry,te 
nix  Park,  and  was  present  at  a  review  of  Sir  JaM| 
Dragoons.  He  also  dined  with  the  Right  Hone 
Lord  Mayor.  He  is  now  set  out  on  his  return  to  i 
>.CaoKEa,  1846. 
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From  Brighthelmstone  Dr.  Johnson  trrote 
me  the  followinj;  letter ;  which  they  who  may 
think  that  I  ought  to  have  feuppressed,  must 
have  less  ardent  feelings  than  T  have  always 
aTowcd.' 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Brlghthelmstone,  Sept.  9. 1769. 
«*  Dbai.  SiE,  —  Why  do  you  charge  me  with 
unkindneu?  I  have  omitted  nothing  that  could  do 
you  good,  or  give  you  pleasure,  unless  it  be  that  I 
have  forborne  to  tell  you  my  opinion  of  your 
*  Aeeoufit  of  Corsica.'  I  believe  my  opinion,  if 
you  think  well  of  my  judjpnent,  might  have  given 
Tou  pleasure ;  but  when  it  is  considered  how  much 
vanity  is  excited  by  praise,  I  am  not  sure  that  it 
would  have  done  you  good.  Your  History  is  like 
other  histories  but  your  Journal  is,  in  a  very  high 
degree,  curious  and  delightful.  There  is  between 
the  hivtury  and  the  journal  that  diflerence  which 
there  will  always  be  found  between  notions  bor- 
rowed from  without,  and  notions  generated  within. 
Your  history  was  copied  from  books ;  your  journal 
nae  out  of  your  own  experience  and  observation. 
You  express  images  which  operated  strongly  upon 
yourself,  and  you  have  impressed  them  with  great 
Ibree  upon  your  readers.  I  know  not  whether  I 
cuold  name  any  narrative  by  which  curiosity  is 
better  excited,  or  better  gratified. 

**  I  am  glad  that  you  arc  going  to  be  married ; 
and  as  I  wish  you  well  in  things  of  less  importance, 
wish  yon  well  with  proportionate  ardour  in  this 
crisis  of  your  life.  What  I  can  contribute  to  your 
happiness,  I  dunild  be  very  unwilling  to  withhold  ; 
for  I  have  always  loved  and  valued  you,  and  shall 
lore  you  and  value  you  still  more,  as  you  become 
more  regular  and  useful;  effects  which  a  happy 
marriaTe  will  hardly  &il  to  produce. 

*'  I  do  not  find  that  I  am  likely  to  come  bock 

very  soon  from  this  place.      I  fthall,  perhaps,  stay  a 

fortnight  longer ;  and  a  fortnight  is  a  long  time  to 

a  lover  absent  from  his  mi^^tress.   Would  a  fortnight 

\    ever  have  an  end  ?     I   am,  dear   Sir,   your  most 

I    affectionate  inimble  servant,  Sam.  Johnson." 


>  In  the  Prfffaro  to  my  Arronnt  of  Conies,  publiahed  in 
IT***.  I  Ihiit  miprrM  mj^flf:  — 

**  He  «ho  piiblithm  a  b'.-ok.  affi-cting  not  to  be  an  author, 
and  prdfet linR  an  iDdifTtfrence  for  literary  fime.may  pos«ibljr 
hnpofe  upon  many  people  such  an  idea  or  hla  consequence  aa 
be  winheA  may  be  recelvwi.  For  my  part,  1  shoiild  be  proud 
Co  lie  knovn  as  an  author,  and  I  have  an  ardent  ambition  fur 
literary  fame ;  for,  of  all  pouestioni,  I  vhouid  imagine 
literary  fame  to  l>e  the  mo^t  vnlualile.  A  man  who  baa  lifen 
3khh  to  furnish  a  boiilt,  which  ba»  been  approved  by  the 
vorlil,  ha*  e»iat>iiiihed  himtrif  a«  a  rp»(M*ctablc  character  iu 
diataot  aoci*^y.  without  any  danser  of  haTlnR  that  character 
l«««vn«4  by  tlie  ob«ervation  of  liia  weaknesses.  To  prrserve 
aa  uniform  dignity  among  those  wtio  see  ut  every  day,  is 
hitfdiy  p<H«iblr  ;  and  to  aim  at  it,  mutt  put  us  under  the 
fectcra  of  |ier]ietual  restraint.  The  author  of  an  approved 
book  mav  allow  his  natural  diipmition  an  easy  play,  and  vet 
ioduliee  th«'  prid**  of  au(>crior  geuius,  when  he  considers  that 
by  cb,«e  who  know  him  only  as  an  auttior.  he  never  ceases 
to  bf  re«|iv<:red.  .Such  an  author,  when  in  his  hours  of  gloom 
and  discontent,  may  liave  the  consolation  to  think,  that  his 
■  rllings  are,  at  that  very  lime,  giving  pleasure  to  numt)ers; 
and  sucb  an  auttmr  may  rherish  the  hope  of  being  remem- 
bered after  death;  which  has  been  a  great  object  to  the 
aolilest  mind*  in  all  agea."—  Boswfll. 

>  Pascal  PM>li  was  bom  in  1726,  was  appointed  by  hli 
cncntrynieit  (Jbief  Magistrate  and  General  in  their  resi»tani-e 
(0  tiic  f«en<ies«.  He.  alter  an  honourable,  and  for  a  time 
aarcrssful  defenc«,  was  at  last  overpowered  by  the  French, 
«id  soucht  rehige  in  England  in  17<10,  where  he  residtnl. 
till  tbe  French  revolution  seeming  to  afford  an  opportuuity 


After  his  return  to  town,  we  met  frequently, 
and  I  continued  the  practice  of  making  notes 
of  his  conversation,  though  not  with  bo  much 
assiduity  as  I  wish  I  had  done.  At  this  time, 
indeed,  I  had  a  sufficient  excuse  for  not  being 
able  to  appropriate  so  much  time  to  my 
journal ;  for  General  Paoli*,  after  Corsica  had 
been  overpowered  by  the  monarchy  of  France, 
was  now  no  longer  at  the  head  of  his  brave 
countrymen;  but,  having  with  diffictdty  es- 
caped from  his  native  iJand,  had  sought  an 
asylum  in  Great  Britain :  and  it  was  my  duty, 
as  well  as  my  pleasure,  to  attend  mncn  upon 
him.^  Such  particulars  of  Johnson^s  convers- 
ation at  this  period  as  I  have  committed  to 
writing,  I  shall  hero  introduce,  without  any 
strict  attention  to  methodical  arrangement. 
Sometimes  short  notes  of  different  days  shall 
be  blended  together,  and  sometimes  a  day  may 
seem  important  enough  to  be  separately  distin- 
guished. 

He  said,  he  would  not  have  Sunday  kept 
with  rigid  severity  and  gloom,  but  with  a 
gravitv  and  simplicity  of  behaviour.* 

I  told  him  that  David  Hume  had  made  a 
short  collection  of  Scotticisms.  "  I  wonder," 
said  Johnson,  *'  that  he  should  find  them."  ' 

He  would  not  admit  the  importance  of  the 
question  concerning  the  legality  of  general 
warrants.  "  Such  a  power,"  he  observed, "  muit 
be  vested  in  every  government^  to  answer  par- 
ticular cases  of  necessity ;  and  there  can  be  no 
just  complaint  but  when  it  is  abused,  for 
which  those  who  administer  government  roust 
be  answerable.  It  is  a  matter  of  such  indif- 
ference, a  matter  about  which  the  people  care 
so  very  little,  that  were  a  man  to  be  sent  over 
Britain  to  offer  them  an  exemption  from  it  at 
a  halfpenny  a  piece,  very  few  would  purchase 
it."  This  was  a  specimen  of  that  laxity  of 
talking,  which  I  had  heard  him  fairly  acknow- 
ledge ;  for,  surely,  while  the  power  of  granting 


to  liberate  his  country  from  the  yoke  of  France,  he  went 
thither,  and  was  a  principal  pn»ni«ter  of  its  rhort-lived 
union  to  the  Dritinh  (  rown.  When  thi*  was  diMolved,  Paoll 
returned  to  Kngland,  and  resided  here  till  iiis  death  in  1807. 

—  Crokrb. 

3  'ilst  Sept.  ITHO.  General  PaoM  arrived  at  Mr.  Hutchin- 
sun's,  in  ()ld  liond  Street.  27lh  .Sept.  (ieneral  Paoll  was 
presented  to  ills  .Majesty  at  St.  Jxmon't.  — Ann  Beg.  Mr. 
RosweM  s  ottrHtaU'ifUs  attendance  on  General  Panll,  which 
was  bliizoned  In  all  the  newspapers,  excitt'd,  at  the  time,  a 
goitd  deal  of  observation  .tnd  ridicule.  —  Crokkr. 

*  Mrs.  Pioczi  >ays.  "  He  ridiculed  a  friemi  who,  looking 
out  on  Strcatham  Oonimcm  from  our  windows  one  day, 
lamented  the  enormous  wicke«lness  of  the  limes.  becauM 
some  birdcAtchers  were  busy  there  one  fine  Sunday  mnmiug. 
"  While  half  the  Christian  world  is  permitted."  said  he,  "  to 
dance  and  sitig,  and  celebrate  Sundny  as  a  ilay  ot  festivity, 
how  comes  your  puritanical  si»irit  »o  offended  with  (rivol<HM 
and  empty  devlatitms  fr»m  exactness  ?  Whoever  loads  lifli 
with  unnecessary  scruples.  Sir."  continued  he,  "  pr«>vokas 
the  attention  of  others  fm  his  conduct,  and  incurs  the  censure 
ofslngularitv  without  reaping  the  reward  ot  superior  virtue.** 
But  though  T)r.  Johnson  may  have  been  induced  by  a  aplrlt 
ofcuntradlcliDn  or  imp.-itience,  to  say  aomrtiiing  of  the  kIikI 
here  «tat»>d  by  Mrs.  Ploczl,  it  is  pmnor  to  otiscrve.  that  he 
wai.  both  in  precept  and  iiractlce.  a  decorous  and  generally 
a  strict,  though  not  a  puritanical,  observer  of  tbe  SoMialh. 

—  ('rokir. 

>  The  first  edition  of  Hume's  History  of  F.ngtand  was  fttU 
of  Scottici»ms.  many  of  which  he  corrected  in  subsequent 
editions.  —  MAtu.NE. 

o  4 


general  warrants  was  supposed  fo  be  lefjftl, 
anil  the*  apprehension  of  them  hun^  ovci'  rmr 
heads  we  aid  not  possess  thivt  security  of  f'rve- 
doni>  congeniul  t^  our  happy  constifiirion,  and 
whi<'h,  by  the  intrepid  exi-rtions  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
haa  been  huppily  e^lubbBlied. 

He  SMiil,  "^^be  duration  of  parliament, 
■whether  for  seven  years  or  the  life  td  tlie  kin{.% 
appears  to  me  so  iinntaterial,  that  I  would  not 
give  half  A  crown  to  turn  the  scale  one  way 
or  the  other.  The  liahem  corput  it  the  single 
adviintugR  which  our  {government  has  over 
that  of  other  eountrica.'" ' 

On  the  30th  of  September  we  dined  to^^ether 
at  the  Mitre-  1  attempted  to  urjnie  for  the 
superior  hiippiness  of  the  savage  life,  upon  the 
usuid  fanciful  topics,  Jousson.  "  Sir,  there 
can  be  nt^thino;  more  false,  The  Bjivan^cs  have 
no  bodilv  jidvantiij^ea  beyond  those  of  *:ivili?.ed 
4uen-  They  have  not  better  health ;  and  as 
to  earc  or  mental  onea«im»?s  they  are  not 
abwe  it-,  but  below  it,  like  bearft.  No,  Sir ; 
you  arc  not  to  talk  surh  parad(»x  :  let  me  have 
no  more  on't.  It  csinnnt  entertain,  far  leaa 
Ciwi  It  in»1mot.  Lord  Monboddo,  one  of  your 
Seoteb  jud^e?.,  tsdkcd  a  great  deal  of  such  non- 
sense. 1  suircred  hm ;  but  I  will  not  aufTer 
fjfou."  Bogwixr^  *•  But»  Sir,  does  not  Rous- 
seau talk  such  nonsense  ?"  JoiiwsoK.  "True, 
Sir ;  but  Rous<ettu  kitotes  he  is  lalkin*;  non- 
sense, and  lau;»lis  at  the  world  for  «turin|;  at 
hJui."  JionwKix.  "How  80,  Sir?"  Jobn- 
BOW.  "  Whv,  Sir,  a  niun  who  talks  uonseose  so 
well,  must  Icnow  thftt  he  is  talking  nonsense. 
But  1  am  afraid  (chuckling  and  laughing) 
Monboddo  diMes  mtt  kuow  that  lie  is  talking 
fionaense."^  Boswkli,.  "Is  it  wrong,  then, 
Sir,  to  affeet  sin;ndarity,  in  order  to  make 
people  ^tarc  ?  *'  Johnson.  **  Yes,  if  you  do 
It  by  propai^aling  error:  and,  indeed,  it  is 
wrong  m  any  way.    There  h  in  human  nature 


I  Thli  •iirelr  »»  fitrswSot-   Sw  anl^,  p.  t97.  n.  1..  the  ptn- 

tiftM*^  .....f  .1. .,  ,  if  iV,i-  I  ,t.bM.ii.iri  IK  (i-)  ttir>diir.i4h>ri  <><  (surlljitiu-iiti.', 
♦mit   '       '  '  ■'■'- 

tic   ,  ■■<i' 

dotrujcd,   iud  Lltf  Jui.ilu>u    uf   jMrluiiitrntir    ui'iliiJlEtjil  ?  — 

Crokm. 

3  IT!*    Tnrili^hlr'   t'nvin^r  rrrr|n.rnt»y   -'V"'!'^    •"    ^'^   nhruUr 

mill.-  .."'-;-  ,"..,. 


a  general  inelination  to  make  people  Ittt^ ;  and 
every  wise  man  has  himself  to  cure  of  il,  and 
does  cure  himself.  If  you  wish  to  moke  people 
Btare,  by  dotne:  Iwtter  than  others  why,  make 
them  stare  till  they  stare  their  eyes  out.  But 
eonsidt^r  how  easy  it  is  to  make  people  itare, 
by  being  absurd.  I  may  do  it  by  going  into 
a  (irawinrj-room  without  my  hhoesj.  You  re- 
memlior  the  gentleman  in  the  *  Spectntor,' 
[No.  576.]  who  bad  a  commission  of  luniu*y 
taken  out  against  him  for  his  extreme  slngu* 
larity,  aueh  us  never  weariutj  a  wtir,  but  a 
night-eap.  Now,  Sir,  abstr:U'tc'«lly,  the  nijfht- 
cap  wna  best :  but,  relatively,  the  a^lvanta^e 
was  over-balanced  by  making  the  boys  run 
alTier  him."  ^ 

Talking  of  a  London  life^  he  sudf  "Tl» 
happiness  of  London  is  not  to  be  eonceired 
but  by  those  who  have  been  in  it.  I  will  vco* 
ture  to  say,  there  k  more  learning  and  acienoe 
within  the  eircumference  of  ten  nulc«  from 
where  we  now  sit,  than  in  all  the  rest  of 
kingdom,*^  Boswrvi*!..  "The  only  disadi 
tage  IB  the  great  tlisLance  at  which  people 
from  one  another."  Johnsok,  *'  Yes, 
but  tiat  ia  occasioned  by  the  largeness 
which  is  the  cause  of  all  the  other  advnntj 
HoswELL.  "  Sometimes  I  have  been  in 
humour  of  wishing  to  retire  to  n  dcs 
Jon?«80ii.  *'  Sir,  you  have  desert  enougl 
Scotland." 

Although  I  had  promised  myself  a 
deal  of  instructive  conversation  with  him 
the  conduct  of  the  married  state,  of  whl 
had  then  a  near  prospect,  he  did  not  fay 
ujwn   that   topic.      Mr.  Seward  *    heard 
once  say,  that  *^  a  man  has  a  very  bad  tjii 
for  happiness  in  that  state,  unices  he  rat 
woman  of  very  strong  and  fixed  principle 
religion."     He  maint.oined   to  me,  cottlrary  Ui 
the  common  notion,  that  a  wommi  imuld  not 


company  wklioiit  tailing  nolle*  In  iht  laAf  at  tho  ItoiiM  tihai 

|]']|'  Mrhlcli  «M«  h  :  .,..,..,, |.  .,-,.,1   :-, 

or  ceremony,  v  i 

Jnl 
tl. 


1,  ujj.jii  iirii 

■Inn  hr,U-r  n 


Ml-  rh.it 

ii««l  on 
I'ttcirtli*- 


AU.^  '.  Sir.'  i.iTlli'i.r.J  iir.  .i  !i..in  Mill.,  fjpinjt  (;i.-l 
III  A  (trc^'n  <^Mt.  will  not  n»i1  liU  »«y  Uiitliirr  cJi* 
n  (rrc  V  nnr .'  **  _  Cijckm:. 


tti<>  kllitlrici 


Doctor^ 

■  r     -.11 


Ittvfreiid  Mr.  SewAnl.  tlieCunoi)  vl  LIvhfldil.—  €«« 
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be  the  wcBVe  wife  for  being  learned ;  in  which, 
from  all  that  I  have  observed  of  Artemittias  S  I 
hnmblj  differed  from  him.  That  a  woman 
should  be  sensible  and  well  informe<l,  I  allow 
to  be  a  great  advantage ;  and  think  that  Sir 
Thomas  Overbury,  in  his  rude  versification, 
has  verr  judiciously  pointed  out  that  de^ee 
of  intelligence  which  is  to  be  desired  m  a 
female  companion :  — 

■*  Give  me,  next  good^  an  undtrUanding  wifit 

By  nature  vi«e,  not  teamed  by  much  art ; 

Some  kmcHcledge  on  her  side  will  all  my  life 

More  scope  of  conversation  impart ; 
Besides,  her  inbome  virtue  fortifie ; 
They  are  most  firmly  good,  who  best  know  why."' 

TVhen  I  censured  a  gentleman  of  my  ac- 
aiialntancc  for  marrying  a  second  time,  as  it 
saowed  a  disreganl  of  his  first  wife,  he  said, 
"^  Not  at  all,  Sir.  On  the  contrary,  were  he 
not  to  marry  again,  it  might  be  concluded  that 
his  first  wife  hmi  given  him  a  disgust  to  mar- 
riage; but  by  talung  a  second  wife  he  pays  the 
bluest  compliment  to  the'  first,  by  showing 
that  she  made  him  so  happy  as  a  married  nmn, 
that  he  wishes  to  be  so  a  second  time.**  So 
ingenious  a  turn  did  he  give  to  this  delicate 
question.  And  yet,  on  another  occasion,  he 
owned  that  he  once  had  almost  asked  a  pro- 
mise of  Mrs.  Johnson  that  she  would  not 
marry  again,  but  ha<i  checked  himself.  Indeed 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  in  his  cose  the 
rpi{uest  would  have  been  unreasonable  ;  fur  if 
Mrs.  Johnson  forgot,  or  thought  it  no  injury 
to  the  memory  of  her  first  love  —  the  husband 
uf  her  youth  and  the  father  of  her  children  — 
to  make  a  second  marriage,  why  should  she  be 
precluded  from  a  third,  should  she  be  so  in- 
clined ?  In  Johnson's  persevering  fond  up- 
pn>priation  of  his  7V?//y,  even  after  her  de- 
«*!*»,  he  Bcems  totally  to  have  overlooked  the 

frior  claim  of  the  honest  Birmingham  trader.^ 
presume  that  her  having  been  married  before 
IbvL  at  times,  given  him  some  uneasiness ;  i'or 
I  remtf^ml)er  his  observing  upon  the  niarriiige 
ri{  one  of  our  common  friends,  **  lie  has  done 
a  very  foolish  thing,  Sir;  he  h:is  married  a 
widow,  when  he  might  have  hail  a  maid." 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  I  had 
last  year  the  pleasure  of  stHiing  Mrs.  Thrule  at 
J)r.  Johnson^s  one  morning,  and  had  cnnver.sa- 
ti<in  enough  with  her  to  admire  her  talents; 
aifi  to  show  her  that  I  was  as  Johnsonian  ns 
herself.  Dr.  Johnson  had  probably  bet^n  kind 
emmtHi  to  speak  well  of  me,  for  this  evening 
he  dHliTt'rwi  me  a  very  polite  card  from 
Wr.  Thrale  and  her,  inviting  me  to  Streat- 


I  On  the  6th  of  October  I  complied  with  this 
I  obliging  invitation ;  and  found,  at  an  elegant 
j  villa,  six  miles  from  town,  ever^  circumstance 
that  can  make  society  pleasmg.  Johnson, 
I  though  quite  at  home,  was  yet  looked  up  to 


•TTifwich  Artemisia  Ulki,  by  fits, 
OrcuiiuriU,  rlafiirt.  fathtrt.  witi: 

Kr^s  Malliranche,  hfiyli*.  Aiid  Lnoke : 
Y^t  la  •otn<^  thing«  mrthinkii  ft)i<;  faiU  ; 
'Twrre  wfll  If  she  would  |wre  licr  iiailii. 
And  wear  a  cleaner  imock."  —  Fope. 


with  an  awe,  tempered  by  affection,  and 
seemed  to  be  equally  the  care  of  his  host  and 
hostess.     I  rejoiced  at  seeing  him  so  happy. 

lie  played  ofi*  his  wit  agamst  Scotland  with 
a  goo<l-humoured  pleasantry,  which  gave  me, 
though  no  bigot  to  national  prejudices,  an  op- 
portunity for  a  little  contest  with  him.  I 
having  said  that  £ngland  was  obliged  to  us  for 
gardeners,  almost  all  their  good  ffardeners 
bein^  Scotchmen  :  —  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
that  IS  because  gardening  is  much  more  neces- 
sary mnongst  you  than  with  us,  which  makes 
so  many  of  your  people  learn  it.  It  is  all 
gardening  with  you.  Things  which  grow  wild 
here,  must  be  cultivated  with  great  care  in 
Scotland.  Pray  now  (^throwing  mmself  back 
in  his  chair,  and  laughmg),  are  you  ever  able 
to  bring  the  j^  to  perfection  ?  " 

I  boasted  tnat  we  had  the  honour  of  being 
the  first  to  abolish  the  unhospitablc,  trouble- 
some, and  ungracious  custom  of  giving  vails  to 
sen'ants.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  abolished  vails, 
because  you  were  too  poor  to  be  able  to  give 
them." 

Mrs.  Thrale  disputefl  with  him  on  the  merit 
of  Prior,  lie  attacked  him  powerfully ;  said 
he  wrot«  of  love  like  a  man  who  had  never  felt 
it ;  his  love  verses  were  college  verses :  an<l  ho 
repeated  the  sonff,  "  Alexis  shunned  his  fellow 
swains,^' &c.  in  so  ludicrous  a  manner,  as  to  make 
us  all  wonder  how  any  one  could  have  Ik^h 
pleased  with  such  fantastical  stuif.  Mrs.  Thrale 
stood  to  her  gun  with  m*eat  courage,  in  defenc*c 
of  amorous  ditties,  which  Johnson  despised,  till 
he  at  last  silenced  her  by  saying,  **  My  dear 
lady,  talk  no  more  of  this.  IS'onsense  can  be 
ilefended  but  by  nonsense. "  * 

Mrs.  Thrale  then  praise^l  Garrick's  talents 
for  light  gay  poetry ;  and,  as  a  sperimen, 
repeated  his  song  in  "  Florizol  and  Perdita," 
nnd  dwelt  with  poeidiar  ])leusure  on  this 
line ;  — 


**  IM   smile  with  the  simple,  and   food 
poor." 


:ith   the 


THIS 


for  I*«1jr  M.  W.  Montairu.  —  Croker. 
A  Wife,"  a  pOL-ni,  Ul4.  — Bovwell. 


Joii>soN.  "  Xay,  my  doar  lady,  this  will 
never  d«).  Poor  Dnvid  !  Smile  with  the  simple ! 
—  what  folly  is  that  ?  And  who  would  fceii 
with  the  poi»r  that  can  help  it?  No,  no;  let  me 
smile'  with  the  wise,  and  feed  with  the  rich."  I 
n'pi';ited  this  sally  to  Garrick,  and  wondered  to 
find  his  sensibility  as  a  writer  not  a  little  irri- 


'  Yft  hl»  inqiiifitiro  miml  mlpht  have  been  »trurk  by  his 
frirml  Tiiiii  IltTM-y'»  RtartliiiK  npplirACion  of  the  M.-ri|>turiil 
qiK'stiuii  to  Sir  Thom.is  Haiimer.  relative  to  the  lady  who 
w.ifc  the  <■  ui-c  of  their  rniitentiim  :  —  "  /«  hrarm,  wkote  wife 
thitll  the  he?^'  Lukexx.  33.  Sce/in/r,  p.  1H3.  n.4.— Ckokrk. 

*  Si'e  fxist,  Sept.  23.  1777,  hi«  vtrange  defence  of  Prior'i 
delicacy.  —  Croker. 
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tated  by  it.  To  soothe  him,  1  observed,  thut 
Jobn:!on  uparod  none  of  U5 ;  and  I  quoted  the 
pa**age  in  Horarc,  in  which  be  com|>ttrea  one 
who  attacks  bis  IViends  for  the  sake  of  a  taugh 
to  a  pushing  ox,  that  b  marked  by  a  bunch  of 
bay  |»ut  unim  his  horns  :  fcptmm  hnhet  w  citmu.^* 
**  Av,'*  aanl  Garnck,  vehemeudy,  "  he  baa  a 
whole  mow  of  it." 

Talkinif  of  hhtjory^  Johnson  said,  "We  may 
know  histurical  fact*  to  be  true,  as  we  nmy 
know  faft«  iti  common  life  to  be  true.  Motives 
are  jjencrully  unknown^  We  cannot  trust  to 
tlie  clmriurter*  we  find  in  history,  unless  when 
they  are  drawn  by  those  who  knew  the  ijerstnis ; 
aa  those,  for  tnatance,  by  Salludt  and  by  J^rd 
Clarendon." 

He  would  not  aJlow  much  merit  to  Whit- 
field*s  oratory.  "  His  populsu-ity,  Sir,"  said  he, 
"is  chieHy  owing  to  tue  peeuUaiity  of  hb 
manner.  He  would  be  followed  by  crowds 
were  ha  to  wear  a  night-cap  in  the  pulpit,  or 
were  he  to  preach  from  a  tree." 

1  know  not  from  what  spirit  of  contradiction 
he  burst  out  into  a  violent  declamation  against 
the  Coraicans,  of  who!«e  heroism  I  t^dked  in 
biyh  terms.  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  what  is  all  this 
rout  about  the  Corsicans  ?  They  have  been  at 
war  with  the  Genoese  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  and  have  never  yet  taken  their  fortified 
towns.  They  might  have  battered  down  their 
walls,  and  reduced  them  to  powder  in  twenty 
years.  They  mi^jht  have  pulli?d  the  walls  in 
pieces,  and  cracked  the  stones  with  tlieir  teeth 
m  twenty  years."  It  was  in  vain  to  argue 
with  him  upon  the  want  of  artillery  :  he  was 
not  to  be  resisted  for  the  moment. 

On  the  evening  of  October  10.  I  presented 
Dr.  Jol»ntM>rj  to  General  Paoli,  I  had  greatly 
wbhed  tliat  two  men,  for  whom  1  had  the 
highest  esteem,  ehould  meet.*  They  met 
with  a  manly  ease^  mutually  conscious  of  their 
own  abilities,  an<l  of  the  abilities  of  each  other. 
The  General  spoke  Italian,  and  Dr.  Johnson 
Knjjiisli,  and  understood  one  another  very 
well,  with  a  little  aid  of  interpretation  from 
me,  in  which  I  compared  myselt  to  an  isthmus 
which  joins  two  grent  conlincnla.  Upon 
Johnson's  approach,  the  General  said,  "  From 
what  1  have  rviul  of  your  works,  Sir,  and  from 
what  Mr.  BoswcU  has  luld  me  of  you,  I  have 
long  held  you  in  great  veneration."  The 
General  talked  of  lan^ua^es  bcinjr  formed  on 
the  p.articular  notions  and  manners  of  a  people, 
without  knowing  which,  we  cannot  know  the 


huiguagc.     We  mny  know  the  dlr  -a- 

tion  of  single  wonl^  ;  but  by  th<  Ay 

of  cjcpression,  no  sally  of  genius,  no  wiL  is  con- 
veyed to  the  mind.  All  this  must  be  by 
allusion  to  other  iilea»t,  "  Sir,"  *uid  Johnpon, 
*'  you  talk  of  lan|Tua«:e,  as  if  you  hud  nevur 
done  any  thing  eltie  but  study  it^  in^teurl  of 
governing  a  nation."  The  General  ^aid, 
"  Quetto  c  un  troppo  gran  complimenlfl ;  "  this 
is  too  great  a  compliment.  Johnson  unsrwarod, 
"  I  should  have  thought  so,  Sir,  if  I  had  not 
heard  you  talk.** '  The  Genera!  ahkcd  him 
what  he  thou«jrht  of  the  starit  of  infidelity  which 
WU3  so  prevalent.  Joax&ow.  **  Sir,  lliis 
gloom  of  mfideliry,  I  hofje,  is  only  a  trunxivni 
cloud  passing  throuprh  the  hemisphere*,  which 
will  soon  be  tiis^ipated,  and  the  pun  break  for^ 
with  his  usual  snlendour."  *''  You  think  t 
said  the  General,  "  thnt  they  will  chun*je 
principles  like  their  clothes.'  JouNsots,  "M 
Sir,  if  they  bestow  no  more  thought  on 
ciples  than  on  dresA,  it  miwl  be  so." 
General  said,  that  "  a  great  part  of  tin?  fm\ 
able  infidelity  was  owing  to  a  desire  of  i " 
courage.  Rlen  who  have  no  opt 
£h(»wiujj  it  ns  to  things  in  this  lile, 
iind  futurity  as  objects  on  which  to  difpfn] 
JoussoN.  "  That  is  mi^^hty  foolish  afi'ectal 
Fear  is  one  of  the  passions  of  human  nal 
of  which  it  is  impossible  to  divest  it. 
remember  that  the  Emperor  Charle*  V, 
bo  read  upon  the  tomb-stone  of  a  Sf 
nobleman,  'Here  lies  one  who  ncvi?r 
fear,'  wittily  paid,  '  Then  he  never  snvti 
candle  with  his  fingers.'" 

He  talked  a  few  words  of  French  to 
General;  but  finding  he  did  not  do  it 
facility,  he  asked  for  pen,  ink,  and  paperJ 
wrote  the  following  note :  — 

**  J'ai  In  dan*  la  ^iographie  de  Lveas  dk  Li 
Pntrr-rmtter  icrii  tttms  une  lanpve  touUa-faH  tt(i 
tie  ritaliennf,  tt  itt  toate*  autr&f  ksfptcUct  »t 
tin     Latin.      L'utittur    FapprUe     linguum     C< 
ru«ticam  :  vile  a  peut-itre  paa*^,  peu   a  ftru 
tlh  a   ctrtainement   prcvulue  ttutrrfoit  tifiH9  tut 
tapntt  et  dauM  la  camiKXpne.      Lr.  tneme  (tutemr 
mtme  choK  en  pnrlant  de  Sardmffne  ^  tjv'ii  g  a 
lanffMtM  dant  Phh,  une  dea  vilies^  Vantrt  de  Ai 
pugnt. 

The  General  immediately  informed  him, 
the  lingua  rustica  was  only  in  Sanlinia,* 
Dr.  Johnson  went  home  with  roe,  and 
tea  till  late  in  the  night.    He  said,  ** 


»  Till*  watwlmt  nld  sir  Robert  Walt    ' 
•  hfo  l)i»  *nn   tlrirjirc,  wUNng  to  «ii 
aa^r  hii  rail,  ofl.niHl  tn  r***!  him  *mn'*  ^ 

Uilj'tr  "  ■>•  '  "        ■  '     '  '■— ' '■!■    ' 

fill.. 

dn  uiu   ou  4<U4  >iMtru*  I    '     i  M*,t*i.  H\^fX^,  vol.  ^¥.  f,4kikh  —  i  H' 

*  lliuwrll,  hi  1,1,  "  ,T.-.,irtiv}'  la  rnrska,"  tiiibluti".!  In  MM.   \   Jo 
n.  .W»,   hjuj  . 

ijictinn:  —  III 

of  iiii  IuUm  t  iiji 


nn  «nd  fUcli  a  Ipgidalor  and  gaterml  u  ParII  | 

•It*,  T*  !»?»..  ihi?  comt'lfrofnt  of  King 


'-'.  — Cilrwi 


akin  lo  tb»  Hebrew-.  —  Loca^iutr. 
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PkoH  had  the  loftiest  {lort  of  any  man  he  had 
ever  seen.***  He  denied  that  mllitiry  men 
were  always  the  best  bred  men.  "rcrfcct 
good  breeding,  he  observed,  consists  in  having 
no  particular  mark  of  anj  profession,  but  a 
gvneraL  elegance  of  manners ;  whereas,  in  a 
military  man,  you  can  commonly  distinguish 
the  frroTO  of  a  soldier,  Vhomme  dCepee^''^ 

Dr.  Johnson  shunned  to-ni^ht  any  discussion 

I  of  the  perplexed  quc^ction  of  fate  and  free-will, 

which  I  attempted  to  agitate :  '*  Sir/*  said  he, 

••  we  kmow  our  will  is  free,  and  there  *s  an  end 

oo't. 

He  honoured  me  with  his  company  at  dinner 
OD  the  I6th  of  October,  at  my  lodginp  in  Old 
Bond  Street,  with  Sir  Joshua  Kevnolds, 
Mr.  Garrick,  Dr.  Goldsmith,  Air.  Muq)hy, 
Mr.  BiukerstafT^  and  Mr.  Thomas  Davies. 
Garrick  played  round  him  with  a  fond  vivacity, 
taking  hold  of  the  brca<«ts  of  his  coat,  and, 
looking  up  in  his  face  with  a  lively  archness, 
complimented  him  on  the  goo<l  health  which 
be  seemed  then  to  enjoy ;  while  the  sage, 
•baking  his  head,  beheld  him  with  a  gentle 
complacency.  One  of  the  company  not  being 
come  at  the  appointed  hour,  I  proposed,  as 
usual,  upon  sucn  occasions,  to  order  dinner  to 
be  senred;  adding,  "Ou'^ht  six  i)eople  to  be 
kept  wuting  for  one  ?  "  Why,  yes,"  an- 
iiwered  Joh^n,  with  a  delicate  humanity,  *•*•  if 
the  one  will  suffer  more  by  your  sitting  down, 
than  the  six  will  do  by  waiting."  Goldsmith,  to 
divert  the  tedious  minutes,  strutted  about, 
bragsnng  of  his  dress,  and  I  lieliove  was  se- 
riously vain  of  it,  for  his  mind  was  won<lerfully 
prone  to  such  impressions.  "  Come,  come, 
said  Garrick,  "  talk  no  more  of  that.  You  are, 
perhaps,  the  worst  —  eh,  eh!"  —  OoM.smith 
wa*  eagerly  attempting  to  interrupt  him,  when 
Garrti-k  went  on,  laughing  ironically,  "  Nay, 
Tou  will  always  look  like  a  gentleman ;  but  I 
iuu  talking  of  l)cing  well  or  ill  drvsty  "  Well, 
Itrt  lue  tell  you,"  said  GokUmith,  "when  my 


■■  WV;rt>  I  Mw  him  »oine  thirty  yoars  l.itor.  h^  appcired 
iVfhtlr  iiTfr  tiir  middle  »iio.  of  a  quiet  nnil  Kf^tlfinan-liko 
•u  a-id  n-aiinvT* :  And  tht-  ini>»t  {ivrulinr  (oattiro  that  I  ri>- 
nr-rtier.  mai  a  lonjc  hnud  rhin.  which  f;avo  an  air  uf 
f74«i(T  Cu  hii  cniinti'iMnre.— Crokf.h.  1'<<IC.' 

1  It  «a«.  Jiih'i'nn  Mid  to  Mrs.  I'iozii,  th<>  p*<pnrp  nf  a 
ffi^t>n:an'i  fharact^  to  bear  the  visible  mark  of  no  iiro- 
(•"I'lo.i  i»h.at*>ver.  —  (.'ROkra. 

*  I»«ir  llirkerit-ifr.a  native  of  Ireland,  the  author  of  "  I.oTir 
Vk  a  Viirage,"  "Lionel  nnd  ('Uri»»i."  thi- "  Spnilwl  Child," 
aul  f«f*<;rai  other  the«»tri(-al  pl<>r*'«  of  C(>n*lil«>rabli>  merit  ami 
'-^-'Q'ibii'^  popularity.  Thii  unhappy  man  wa*  ol>li»;od  t<i 
fi  lb»  co<>f:trT,  o<i  'fu«pi<'i(>u  of  a  raplral  rriine.  on  which 
.Vra-iirD  Mr*.'  Pintci  rflAti-«.  thut  "  wh<'n  Mr.  Hi<  kfr«tatrii 
£vi(  rtjnbrrnM  the  report  nf  h\\  piill.  and  Mr.  Thrale  >aiil, 
I'l  AHft^rr  to  JohnM>n'«  a'tuninhmrnt.  that  lie  hail  lont;  l>ffii 
a  iu»pM>tp<i  niMi.  *  By  tlio^e  »ho  look  cloce  to  tlii>  Rroiind 
4m  Miil  li«  »erti.  Sir.'  wan  the  h'ftj'  rtply :  ♦  1  hope  1  tvo 
Shtvci  from  a  yreater  di«:ance.*  "  —  Croklr. 

•  It  H  due  to  Bnawell'i  chariicti^r  fur  nnnute  acrurary  to 
lCt>  tliit  Mr.  Pritir  hai  found  the  tallor'i  bill  for  this  rl-lr- 
faKMl  »iiii.  dated  thM  very  same  day  on  whirh  Uuldsmith 
nart*^  It  at  Bofwiai't. 

-  ,7'e.  Orl.  \*i.  Mr.  *>llirer  CohUmith,  Dr.  to  William  Filby. 
T*  RBiJuar  a  half*dreti  luit  nf  ratteen  lined 

wKhaatin £\2    VI      0 

T«  a  pair  of  bbiom  eolomrnt  hreechen     -        -  1      4      C" 

Liff  qf  Goldtmilh,  ii.  232.  —  Choker.  IS4«. 
'■  Vr.Lsnftnn  Informed  me  that  hf  onrt?  rplalrvl  to  Jolin<on 
fas  tha  authority  of  spenre)  that  I'ope  himsi-lf  admired 


tailor  brought  home  my  bloom-coloured  coat^ 
he  sftid,  *  Sir,  I  have  a  favour  to  beg  of  you. 
AV^hen  any  body  asks  you  who  made  your 
clothes,  be  pleased  to  mention  John  Filby,  at 
the  Harrow,  in  Water  Lane.'"  Johkson, 
"Why,  Sir,  that  was  because  he  knew  the 
stran|re  colour  would  attract  crowds  to  gaze  at 
it,  and  thus  they  might  hear  of  him,  and  see 
how  well  he  could  make  a  coat  even  of  so 
absurd  a  colour."* 

After  dinner  our  conversation  first  turned 
upon  Pope.  Johnson  said,  his  characters  of 
men  were  admirably  drawn,  those  of  women 
not  so  well.  He  repeated  to  us,  in  his  forcible, 
melodious  manner,  the  concluding  lines  of  the 
Dunciad.^  While  he  was  talking  loudly  in 
praise  of  those  lines,  one  of  the  company  ven- 
tured to  say,  "  Too  fine  for  such  a  poem :  — 
a  poem  on  what  ? "  Johnson  (witn  a  dis- 
dainful look),  "  Why,  on  dunces.  It  was  worth 
while  being  a  dunce  then.  Ah,  Sir,  hadst  ihmt 
lived  iu  tliose  days !  *»  It  is  not  worth  while 
being  a  dunce  now,  when  there  are  no  wits." 
Bickerstatf  observed,  as  a  peculiar  circum- 
st4ince,  that  Pop's  fame  was  higher  when  he 
was  alive  than  it  was  then.  Johnson  said,  his 
Pastorals  were  poor  things,  thougrh  the  versifi- 
cation was  fine.  He  told  us,  with  hif^h  satis- 
faction, the  anecdote  of  Pope's  inquiring  who 
was  the  author  of  his  "  London,"  and  sayinjr, 
he  will  soon  be  deterre.  He  obsen-ed,  that  m 
Dry  den's  poetry  there  were  passages  drawn 
from  a  profundity  which  Pope  could  never 
reach.  He  reiMiated  some  fine  lines  on  love, 
by  the  former,  which  I  have  now  forgotten '', 
and  crave  great  applause  to  the  character  of 
Zimn.®  Goldsmith  said,  that  Pope's  character 
of  Addison  showed  a  deej)  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart.  Johnson  said,  that  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  temple,  in  "  The  ^lourning  Uriile,  ^ 
was  the  finest  jwetical  i)assape  he  had  ever 
read ;  he  recollected  none  in  Shaks]>oaro  equal 
to  it. — "  Hut,"  said  Garrick,  all  alarmed  for 


thone  line*  «o  mnrh,  that  when  ho  repeated  them  his  voire 
fiiltcre«l:  "  And  wi-11  it  niii:ht,  .Sir,"  said  Juluuun,  "for  tht-y 
are  noble  liin-.."  —  J.  llo>wtLi..  jiiii. 

*  What  a  livrly  idea  of  tlie  tyranny  of  John«on'i  conver- 
sation dues  the  wiird  piii/unv/  t'ive  !    Hotwell  *i\*  himnclf  the 
objr'Ct  of  tliit  (.arcasm.     "  Ilotwell   lamented  that   he  had 
not  lived   In  the  Au^.MUtan  afif  uf  Knffland.  «  hen  l*«ij»<'  and 
ollier5  tlouri^lii'd.  Sir  .To>.|iua  He}ni>ld<  thought  that  Ko»well 
Isad  no  riuht  to  complain,  as  it  »erf  lM«tter  to  be  alive  than 
,  dead.    Ji}hn*on  itaid.  '  No,  Sir.  Bo^well  ii  in  the  rlRbt ;  a«, 
'  perbapt,  he  h.ia  li>st  the    op|M>rtunity  of  h.iving    his  name 
innnort.ilisi>d  in  the  Dunrijil."  SorlkruW,  Life  <{/  Johnstm.  — 
■  Crokfr. 

'      *  rrolKthlr  that  from  the  Fables  which  Johnson  quotes  in 
the  I.iJivJ  hryiUn;  — 

"  I.*>ve  various  mlnd.<  doe*  varloiuly  inspire : 
I  It  !«tir*  iu  fieiitit!  bo<om*  (teiUle  lire, 

I  Like  that  of  iiiecii>i>  on  lite  altar  laid  ; 

Hut  niKiuK  llainei  tfui|iv>luuus  souls  invade,"  Ac. 
thoMRh  It  l«  by  no  means  the  most  beautiful  that  might  be 
S«'brted."  —  C'roKTR. 
I      »  The  Duke  of  Kuckingham,  In  "  Abaalom  and  Achitophel." 
('KcKLn. 
»    ••  How  reverend  i»  the  face  of  this  tall  pile. 

\\  ho«e  ancient  pillars  rear  their  marble  heads, 
1'u  )>e:ir  aloft  it*  archM  and  jiond'rous  roof, 
Ky  it!*  own  weiirht  made  stedfatt  and  uninoveable, 
].o«ikiiii!  tran<iuilllty  !—  It  strikes  nu  nwe 
And  terror  on  my  aching  sight."    Act  11.  tc.  1. 
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"  tlie  (J ml  of  liis  idoIatTy,"  **  we  know  not  the 
extent  iuid  varictj  of  liia  pt^wers.  We  are  to 
suppose  thcrw  iu*c  f>uch  tnijjsttges  in  liis  works. 
Sluikspt?are  must  not  sufler  from  iLc  b.idnt^s 
of  OUT  mcinoriea/*  Johnson,  diverted  hy  this 
euthusinstic  jciilousy,  went  on  with  {srreat 
ardour:  "  Nn^  Sir;  Congrevc  ha-^  ttahire''^ 
(smilinjL'  on  the  tragic  eagenies?  of  Garrick)  ; 
but  conifKijslng  himself,  he  added,  "  Sir»  this  is 
not  comparing  Congreve  on  tJie  whole  with 
Shakapeore  on  the  whole ;  bnt  only  miiint4un- 
ing  that  Congreve  has  one  finer  passage  than 
an  J  that  can  be  found  in  Shakspeare.  Sir,  a 
man  may  have  no  more  than  ten  guineas  in 
the  world,  but  he  may  have  those  t<'n  guineas 
in  one  piece ;  and  so  may  havr«  a  finer  piece 
than  a  man  wIid  hasi  ten  thou«^and  pounds :  but 
tljon  he  has  only  one  ten -guinea  pieee,— AYhat 
I  mean  is,  that  vou  can  show  me  no  passage 
where  there  is  siujply  a  description  of  material 
objects,  without  uny  intermixture  of  moral 
nntionn  ',  which  produces  such  an  eflect." 
ilr.  Murphy  mentioned  Shakspcare's  descrip- 
tion of  the  night  before  the  battle  of  Agin- 
court ;  but  it  was  observed  it  had  wen  in  it. 
Mr.  Davies  suggested  the  speech  of  Juliet,  in 
which  she  figures  herself  awaking  in  the  tomb 
of  her  anci'jJtors.  Some  one  mentioned  the 
desi/ription  of  Dover  CliiT.  Johnsos.  **  No, 
Sir;  It  should  be  all  precinico,  —  all  vacuum. 
The  crows  impede  your  fall.  The  iliniinisliod 
appearani.'e  ol  the  boats,  /md  other  oircuni- 
sUnoes,  are  all  ver>'  gCM>d  de-scrijition;  but  do 
not  impress  the  mind  ut  once  \\\m  the  horrible 
idea  of  inuneitse  hei^hf.  The  impression  is 
divided  ;  you  pass  on  by  coniputatiou  from  one 
stage  of  the  tremendous  gp^u-e  to  another. 
Had  the  girl  in  *Thc  Mourning  Bride '  said 
she  could  not  ca-^it  her  shoe  to  tiie  top  of  one 
of  the  pilbu's  in  the  temple^  it  would  not  have 
aided  the  idea,  but  weakened  it."  ^ 

Talking  of  a  barrister  who  had  a  bad  utter- 
ance, some  one  (to  rouse  Johnson)  wickedly 
said,  that  he  was  unfortunate  in  not  having 


4«cri|rti(Hi  tbrre  »^<^tA»  to  Iw  nn  mier- 

ftoitoni ;  «4  the  affbcUnx  power  of  thv 

The  vlvliJ  InnprvMioo  of  the  tfMcritird 

■  r :  "  And  thoot  ■  chilliti-M/' 

■  fr  Gr«t  word*  of  tUe  «|»cecfi, 

(rikea  an  atce,"  nnd  aj^^^ii, 

CD  ufounr  for  all  this  pan* 
Sh*ki'»fw-*rp,  anri  thit  r<f>ul 

.  ,11  ..1    rii..  (11.-1.1 1 1  III  I  .1....  UT.. 


to  I.I 


to 


-^Uu  lo 
.  hilt  1* 
i   tuch 

,  .       '     OH  lll« 

'  "  Thf  n?  U  fl  wrltri,  «t  p»*»«»ne  of  (tigjintlp  Annn  in  %ht>t*> 
fd«^i  of  UttU  men,  «lio  htu  pretctidal  to  lerAitcti  out  a  Ltfc  of 


been  tniight  oratory  by  Sheridan.  Jonw»oif. 
"  Nay,  Sir,  if  he  had  been  taught  by  Sht^ridan, 
he  would  have  cleared  the  room.'*  GAJtiticn. 
^''  Sheridan  has  too  much  vanity  to  be  a  gtxid 
man."— We  shall  now  see  John.wn's  mode  of 
defending  a  man;  taking  him  into  his  own 
hands,  and  discriminating.  Joitnsok,  **  No, 
Sir,  There  is,  to  be  sure,  in  Sheridan,  tome- 
thing  to  reprehend  and  every  thing  to  InugU 
at ;  bul.  Sir,  be  is  not  a  bad  maiu  No,  Sir  ; 
were  mankind  to  be  divided  into  cood  and  bad, 
he  would  stand  considerably  within  the  rntiks 
of  good.  And,  Sir,  it  must  be  allowed  that 
Sheridan  excels  in  plain  declamation,  though 
he  can  exhibit  no  character,** 

I  should,  perhaps,  have  suppressed  this  din- 
quiflition  concerning  a  [>erson  of  whose  merit 
and  worth  1  think  with  re#j>ect,  had  he 
attacked  Johnson  so  outrageou5ly  in  !ii» 
of  Swill,  and  at  the  same  time,  treated  u*] 
admirers  as  a  set  of  pigmies.'     He  who 

Erovoked  the  Ia.^h  of  wit,  cannot  complain 
e  smarts  from  it. 
Mi's.  ^Montagu,    a    lady    distinguUlied 
having  written  on  Essay  on  Shakspcare^ 
mentioned  :  —  Rktkoij>8.   '•  1  think  that 
does  her  honour."     Johucson.     "  Yes,  Sir| 
doiis  her  honour,  but  it  would  do  nobody 
honour.     I  iiave,  indeed,  not  read  it  all. 
when  I  take  up  the  end  of  a  web,  and  fii 
packthread,  I  do  notexjwct,  bj'  lo«»' 
to  find  embroidery.     Sir,  I  will  \y 
there  is  t^t  one  sentence  of  irut?  .miii-in 
her  book."     Garrick.     "  But,  Sir,  surely  it 
shows  how  much  VollJiire  has  mistaken  SI 
spearOt  which  nobody  else  has  done"     Ji 
SON.     "  Sir,  nobody  else  has  thought  it  w< 
while.      And   what   merit  is   there   in    thall 
You  may  as  well   praise  a  sehoolmaj;1/er  ^ 
whipping  a  boy  who  has  construed  iU. 
Sir,  there   is  no   real   criticiRm   in   it : 
showing  the  beauty  of  thought,  as  form< 
the  workings  of  the  human  heart." 

The  admirers  of  this  Kssay  *  nmy  be  offc 
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mt  tlie  slighting  manner  in  which  Johnson 
9p6ke  of  it :  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  he 
nve  his  honest  opinion  unbiassed  by  any  prc- 
lacUce,  or  any  proud  jealousy  of  a  woman 
intruding  herself  into  the  chair  of  criticism; 
for  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  has  told  me,  that 
when  the  Essay  first  came  out^  and  it  was  not 
known  who  had  written  it,  Johnson  wondered 
liow  Sir  Joshua  could  like  it.  At  this  time 
Sir  Joshua  himself  haxl  received  no  information 
concerning  the  author,  except  bein^  assured 
by  one  of  our  most  eminent  literati,  that  it 
wma  deer  its  author  did  not  know  the  Greek 
trasedies  in  the  original.  One  day  at  Sir 
JoMina*s  table,  when  it  was  related  that  Mrs. 
Montagu,  in  on  excess  of  compliment  to  the 
anthor  of  a  modem  tragedy  ^  had  exclaimed, 
**  I  tremble  for   Shakspearc,**  Johnson  said, 

*•  When  Shakspeore  has  got for  his  rival, 

and  Mrs.  Montacu  for  his  defender,  he  is  in  a 
poor  state  indeed."  ' 

Johnson  proceeded:  "  The  Scotchman  (Lord 
Karnes)  has  taken  the  ri^lit  method  in  his 
'  Elements  of  Criticism.*  I  do  not  mean  that 
be  has  taught  us  any  thing ;  but  he  has  told  us 
old  things  in  a  new  way.*"  Muspht.  **  He 
seems  to  have  read  a  great  dc:d  of  French  cri- 
ti««m,  and  wants  to  make  it  his  own ;  as  if  he 
had  been  for  years  anatomising  the  heart  of 
nan,  and  peeping  into  every  cranny  of  it.*" 
GouMMtra.  **  It  is  easier  to  write  that  book, 
than  to  read  it.**  Johnson.  ^*  Wc  have  an 
examjJc  of  true  criticism  in  Burke's  *  Essay 
on  tiie  Sablime  and  Beautiful ; '  and,  if  I  re- 
oollecty  there  is  also  Du  Bos  (*  Reflexions  Cri- 
tiques sar  la  Pocsie  et  sur  la  Peinture),  and 
Bouhours  0  Maniere  de  bicn  peiiscr  dans  les 
(Euvrus  d*Esprit),  who  shows  all  beauty  to 
depend  on  truth.  There  is  no  groat  merit  in 
telling  how  many  plays  have  ghosts  in  tliiMu, 
and  how  this  ghc»st  is  better  than  tliat.  You 
most  show  how  terror  is  impres:ie<l  on  the 
human  heart.  In  the  tlesrription  of  Night  in 
Macbeth,  the  beetle  and  the  bat  detract  from 


1  ProlMbl^  Mr.  JephKin,  the  author  of"  nragansa."  wliich 
afpt\Utd  with  freat  and  •umrwhat  rxccMivc  appluuie  in 
177%.  to  vhkb  date  Ibli  ani>cdrite  bflon{(s.  —  Crukkh. 

>  And  jcC  when  Mra.  Montagu  thuwod  him  sunie  Ciilna 
lUtee  whiieh  had  once  iMflongifd  to  Queen  Eliiab«'th.  he  told 
■rf.  *-  Uiat  tbej  had  no  rnuon  to  be  ahhamc<l  oi  tlieir  present 
pottetaor,  wbo  was  so  little  inferior  to  thf  firit."  —  I'iuzzi. 

It  has  been  often  aald.  that  the  coolnesii  between  Mrs. 
Xoatica  and  Dr.  Jobnaon  aroie  out  of  hit  treatment  of  Lord 
LntrlcoD.  in  the  "  Lives  of  the  Poet*  ;  "  but  we  see  that  he 
brfpBi  to  ipeak  disreapectfully  of  her  Ion);  before ;  and.  indeed, 
tiMn  ii  btfdlj  anjr  point  of  Dr.  John*on'»  conduct  less  ex- 
plieabfe.  and,  as  tar  as  1  can  see,  \*'.*%  defensible,  than  the 
concnapCuous  way  In  which  he  appears  to  have  lomellmes 
ffpokan  of  a  Udf  to  whom  be  ciMitinued  to  address  such 
cstravagaM  compUmentf  as  that  Ja»t  quot<>d,  and  to  write 
Mc4i  flaiteriair  IcCtert  as  we  shall  read  herealter.  There  is 
mmm  private  history  in  all  this,  which  I  am  no  further  able  to 
vararvcl  than  bv  repeating  that  Bnswcll  himself  had  a  strong 
'**-*=^-  to  Mr*.  Montafu.  who.  liule  linowinR  his  real  talents, 
iscr  of  fame  he  was  to  be.  treated  him  with 
rring  ou  contempt.  —  Cbok  kk. 


adiapens 
borderin 


s  «•  Ere  the  bat  hath  flown 

Hia  cloiiter'd  flight :  ere  to  blacli  Herat's  summoni 
Tbe  shard*borne  beetle,  with  hit  drowsy  hums, 
HaUi  niDft  tilftht's  yawning  peal,  tliere  shall  be  done 
A  dfwd  of  dreadful  note."  — Act  iil.  sc.  'i. 


the  general    idea    of  darkness  —  inspissated 
gloom."  • 

Politics,  being  mentioned,  he  said,  "This 
petitioning  ^  is  a  new  mode  of  distressing  go- 
vernment, and  a  mighty  easy  one.  1  will 
undertake  to  get  petitions  either  against 
quarter  guineas  or  half  guineas,  with  the  help 
of  a  little  hot  wine.  There  must  be  no  yield- 
ing to  encourage  this.  The  object  is  not  im- 
portant enough.  We  are  not  to  blow  up  half 
a  dozen  palaces,  because  one  cottage  is  burn* 

The  conversation  then  took  another  turn. 
Johnson.  "  It  is  amazing  what  ignorance  of 
certain  points  one  sometimes  finds  in  men  of 
eminence.  A  wit  about  town,  who  wrote  in- 
decent Latin  verses,  asked  me,  how  it  happened 
that  pjngland  and  Scotland,  which  were  once 
two  kingdoms,  were  now  one:  —  and  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton  did  not  seem  to  know  that 
there  were  such  publications  as  the  Reviews.** 

*'  The  ballad  of  Hardyknutc  ^  has  no  great 
merit,  if  it  be  really  ancient.  People  tiUk  of 
nature.  But  mere  obvious  nature  may  be  ex- 
hibited with  very  little  power  of  mind." 

On  Thursday,  October  19.,  I  passed  the 
evening  with  him  at  his  house.  He  advised 
me  to  complete  a  Dictionary  of  words  peculiar 
to  Scotland,  of  which  I  showed  him  a  specimen. 
"Sir," said  he,  "Kay  (in  his  'English  Pro- 
verbs *)  has  inaile  a  collection  of  north-country 
words.  By  collecting  those  of  your  country, 
you  will  do  a  useful  thing  towanls  the  history 
of  the  language."  lie  ba^e  me  also  go  on  with 
collections  which  I  was  making  upon  the  anti- 
(juities  of  Scotland.  "  Make  a  liu'ge  book  ;  a 
tolio."  BoswELL.  "But  of  what  use  will  it 
be.  Sir  ?"  Johnson.  "  Never  mind  the  use ; 
do  it." 

I  complained  that  he  had  not  mentioned 
Garriek  m  his  Preface  to  Shaksi)care;  and 
Ofiked  him  if  he  did  not  admire  him.  Jounson. 
"  Yes,  as  *  a  \hmt  player,  who  frets  and  struts 
his  hour  \x\yoii   the  stage ; '  —  as  a  shadow." 


See  ami,  p.  204.  n.  2. ;  but  again.  I  c.mnot  but  think  that 
Johnson'^  criticism  is  wholly  erron«H>us  in  fact  as  well  as  In 
taste.  Darknfit,  liko  racusim,  only  could  have  been  de- 
srril>eti  by  circiiin»t.-tnce«  :  but.  in  fact,  Shakespeare  had  no 
intention  to  th'scribe  darkness  — "  inspisMitta  gloitm"  at 
JohtiMm  nhk'irdly  calls  it.  MatrlM-th  is  stating  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  time,  Hn«l  ln»teHd  of  saying  brjore  morning,  more 
poetically  selects  the  awful  Images  of  night  —  CauKhR. 

'*  A  great  rumlNT  of  petitions,  condemnatory  of  the  pro. 
ceeduigs  ntsainsl  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  inflamed  with  all  the 
vliilonce  of  party,  were  at  this  period  presented  to  the  King. 

*  It  i«  unque«t1onahly  a  modern  Action.  It  was  written  br 
Sir  John  Dnice  of  Kinroiis,  and  first  published  at  F.dinburgn 
in  ft>lii).  1711*.     Sec  "  Percy's  Uiliques  of  Ancient  Kngllsh 

Poelrv."  rul.   ii.   pp.  <J<1    III.,    fourth  edition Malome. 

Mr.  Hobert  Chanitiers  of  Edinburgh,  who  has  favoured  me 
with  several  note*  and  correctiuns,  say*,  that  the  real  author 
of  the  ballad  wan  KlirMtM>th  Ilnlkel.  dnughter  of  Sir  Charles 
Ilalket.of  Pitferrane,  liart.,  and  wue  of  Sir  Henry  Wardlaw, 
of  IMtreavie,  Bart.'  she  died  about  1727.  The  reason  why 
Sir  John  Uruce's  name  has  l>een  mentioned  was,  probably, 
that  she  introduced  her  ballad  to  the  world  by  the  hands  of 
that  gentleman,   who  was  her  brother-lu-Iaw.  —  CRUkER, 

The  ballad  of  Hardyknute  was  the  first  poem  I  ever  read, 
and  it  will  be  the  last  I  shall  forgeU  _  Sir  Waltkr  Scott. 
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Bcwwsix.  "  But  Las  he  not  brought  Shak- 
spcare  into  notice  ? "  Johxson.  **  Sir,  to 
aJlow  that,  wtjuhi  be  to  luniwon  the  ajjjc. 
Many  of  Shrtkspearc'a  plays  are  the  worse  for 
being  acted  :  Mtuiboth,  for  in»tanue."  *  Bos- 
well,  "  What,  Slr»  is  nothing  ifaiucil  by  de- 
coration  and  action  't  Jndci-'d,  I  do  wish  that 
you  had  luentioned  Garriek.'*  Johnson.  ''  My 
deiir  Sir,  had  I  nietitioned  him,  1  must  hav«; 
ineotioned  many  more  ;  Mrs,  Pritchi^rd,  Mrs. 
Cibbor  —  nay,  and  Mr.  Cibber  too ;  be  t(Jo 
altered  Shakfi|^ieare/'  Boswkll.  ^''  You  liHve 
read  his  *  Apolo^V  "^  Sir  ?  "  Jounsoti.  *'  Yes, 
it  ii  very  entcrtainini?»  But  as  for  Cibber 
himself,  taking  from  his  conversation  all  that 
he  ought  not  to  huve  said,  he  was  a  poor  crea* 
ture.  1  remember  when  he  brought  me  one 
of  hia  Odes  to  Imvc  my  opinion  of  it,  I  could 
not  >iear  such  nojtsenae,  and  would  not  let  him 
read  it  lo  the  end  ;  so  little  respect  hud  1  for 
thai  great  man  f  (laughing.)  Yet  I  reme^iber 
liiehtirdson  wondering  that  I  could  treat  him 
with  familiarity." 

1  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  seen  the  exe- 
cution of  several  convicts  at  Tyburn "»  two 
days  be  lore,  and  that  none  of  them  seemed  to 
be  under  any  concern,  JoH«so?f.  "  Most  of 
them.  Sir,  hnve  never  thought  at  all."  Bos- 
WELL,  *'  But  is  not  the  iVar  of  death  natural 
to  man  ?  '*  Jounson.  "  So  much  so,  Sir,  that 
the  whole  of  life  is  but  kee|iing  away  the 
thoujilils  of  it"  lie  then,  in  a  low  and  earnest 
tone,  talked  of  hia  meditating  uikui  the  awful 
hour  of  Lis  own  dissolution,  and  in  what 
manner  he  should  conduct  himself  unon  that 
occasion :  *'  1  know  not,"  said  he,  **  whether  I 
should  wish  to  have  a  friend  by  me,  or  have  it 
all  between  God  and  myself," 

Talking  of  our  feeling  for  the  distresses  of 
others  :  —  Joiinso.n.  "Why,  Sir,  there  is 
much  noise  made  about  it,  but  it  is  greatly 
exaggerated.  Ko,  Sir,  we  have  a  certain  de- 
frree  cjf  feclin;^  to  prompt  ua  to  do  ^ood  ;  more 
than  that  Providence  does  not  mteud.  It 
would  be  misery  Ut  lui  purpose,'*  Boswell. 
*'  But  suppose  now,  Sir,  that  one  of  your  inti- 
mate friends  were  apprehendeil  for  an  oflencc 
for  which  he  might  be  hanged."  Johnson. 
**  I  should  do  what  I  couM  to  bail  biuu  and 
give  him  any  other  assistance  :  but  if  he  were 
once  fuirlv  hnnrred,  I  should  not  sufTer."  Bos- 
WBLL.   *^  Would  you  eat  youi'  dinner  that  day* 
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Sir?"  JoHWttOTT.  *'Ye5,  Sir;  and  eot 
he  were  eating  with  me.  Why,  thereV 
who  is  to  be  tried  for  his  life  to-morrow,  IriLmls 
have  ii»en  up  for  him  on  every  side }  yet  if  he 
should  be  handed,  none  of  them  will  eat  a  slice 
of  pudding  the  less.  Sir,  that  gynip:ithclic 
i  feclmir  goes  a  very  little  way  in  depressing  the 
mind." 

1  told  him  that  I  liad  dined  lately  at  Fr>o(e'fs 
who  showed  me  a  letter  which  he  had  receivcci 
from  Tom  Davies,  telling  him  that  he  had  not 
been  able  to  sleep  from  the  concern  he  fell 
on  account  of  "  thtu  mil  affair  ofSomtti^  bt*^* 
ging  of  him  to  try  if  be  could  suggest  any 
thing  that  might  be  of  service ;  and,  at  thn 
same  time,  recommending  to  him  an  Indus- 
trioua  young  man  who  kept  a  pickle  ahop.*^ 
Johnson.  "  Ay,  Slr^  here  you  have  a  i»j>jcJ- 
men  of  human  sjinpathy ;  a  friend  hanged, 
and  a  cucumber  [liirklcd.  We  know  not 
whether  Baretti  or  the  i)icklc-man  hn*  kept 
Davies  from  sleep ;  nor  does  he  know  himbelt.^ 
And  as  to  his  not  sleeping,  Sir;  Tom  Duvic^ 
is  a  very  great  man ;  Tom  has  been  upon  the 
stage,  and  knows  how  to  do  thoj=e  thuig* :  1 
have  not  been  upon  the  stage,  ami  cannot  do 
those  things "  Bosweix.  "  I  luive  often 
bhimed  mygelf,  Sir,  lor  not  feeling  for  others 
as  sensibly  as  many  say  they  do."  JoM?<»ON. 
"  Sir,  don't  be  duped  by  them  any  more.  Yo« 
will  find  these  very  feeling  people  are  not  vcrr 
I'eaiiy  to  do  you  good.     Theyjoay  ^om  hjfttti' 

Boswell.    "Foote   has    a    great  tloil   of 
humour.**    Johnson.   **  Yes,  Sir/'     ndSTrn.i.. 
*'IIe  has  a  singuljuf  talent  of  c^ 
ractcr."    Johnson.    '*  Sir,  it  if  U'  \^r_ 

is  a  vice  ;  it  is  whnt  othen^  almtain  from*, 
is  not  comedy,  which  exhibits  the  char4ct( 
a  species,  as   that  of  a  miser  gathered 
many  misers :  it  is  farce,  which  exhibits 
viduals.**    BoswEix,    "  Did  not  he  tliiti 
exhibiting  you.  Sir  Y  "     Johnson, 
restrained  him ;  he  knew  I  would  Kavi^ 
his  bones.   I  would  have  saved  him 
of  cutting  off' a  leg;  I  would  not  have 
a  lef;  to  cut  off."    Bosweu..    **  Pray, 
not  Foote  an  infidel?"     Johnison.     Id' 
knoWf  Sir,  that  the  fellow  is  an  infidel ; 
he  Iw  an  infidel,  he  is  an  infidel  as  a  dog 
infidel ;  that  is  to  say,  he  has  never  thi 
ui>on  the  subject."  ^    BoawBU..    **  1  sup| 


Iff*  1   Imto  been  ab1«  to  atettK 
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Sir,  he  has  thought  superficiallj,  and  seized 
the  first  notions  which  occurred  to  his  mind." 
JoHXBOsr.  "  Why  then,  Sir,  still  he  is  like  a 
dog,  that  snatches  the  piece  next  him«  Did 
jou  never  observe  that  dogs  have  not  the 
power  of  comparing  ?  A  dog  will  take  a  small 
bit  of  meat  as  readily  as  a  large,  when  both 
■re  before  him.** 

*^ Buchanan,**  he  observed,  *'haa  fewer 
eemtfM  '  than  any  modern  Latin  ))oct.  He 
not  only  had  great  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
Unjrnaee,  but  was  a  great  poetical  genius. 
Both  the  Scali^iers  praise  him.* 

Ue  again  talked  of  the  passage  in  Congrcve 
with  hi^  commendation,  and  said, "  Shaks|>eare 
never  has  six  lines  together  without  a  fault.^ 
Feriu^  you  may  find  seven :  but  this  does  not 
refute  my  general  assertion.  If  I  come  to  an 
orchard,  and  say  there*s  no  fruit  here,  and 
then  comes  a  poring  man,  who  finds  two  apples 
and  three  pears,  and  tells  nie,  *'  Sir,  you  are 
nustaken,  I  nave  found  both  apples  and  pears,* 
I  should  hftugh  at  him :  what  would  that  be  to 
the  purpose?*' 

BoawExx.  ''What  d'^  you  think  of  Dr. 
YouDg's  *  Night  Thoughts,  Sir?**  Jounson. 
^Why,  Sir,  there  are  very  fine  things  in  them.'* 
BoswBLL.  '*  Is  there  not  less  religion  in  the 
nation  now,  Sir,  than  there  was  I'onuerly  ?  *' 
JoKSsaon.  "I  don  t  know.  Sir,  that  there  is.**  | 
BofWKLL.  Tor  instance,  there  used  to  be  a 
chaplain  in  every  great  family,  which  we  do 
not  find  now.**  Johnson.  '^  Neither  do  you  find 
any  of  the  state  servants  which  great  families 
used  tonnerly  to  have.  There  is  a  change  of 
modes  in  the  whole  department  of  life."  | 

Next  day,  October  *20.,  he  ap|>eared,  for  the 
only  time  I  suppose  in  his  lift.',  as  a  witness  in 
a  court  of  justice,  being  called  to  give  evideiK*e  ' 
to  the  character  of  Mr.  Baretti,  who,  having 
stabbed  a  man  in  the  street  ^,  was  arrai<);iu'd  at 
the  Old  Bailey  for  murder.  Never  did  smh  a 
constellation  of  genius  enlighten  the  awful 
Sessions-house,  emphatically  called  Justice- 
hall  ;  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Garri(;k,  JMr.  IJeaucIork, 
ud  Dr.  Johnson:  and  undoubtedly  their  fa- 
vourable testimony  had  due  weight  with  the 
eourt  and  iury.  cJohnson  gave  his  evidence  in 
a  Jow,  deliberate,  and  distinct  manner,  which 
was  uncommonly  impressive.*  It  is  well  known 
that  Mr.  Barctti  was  ac<|uittcd. 


CBirrcd  lotn  a  irrlouf  refutation  of  the  justice  of  the  rr- 
Mjtfk.  **  Wbat.  Sir,"  uid  he.  "  talk  thus  u(  n  man  of  iiheral 
aitfcatton  —  a  roan  «hu  for  jrears  waK  at  tiu'  riilrprKity  of 
Ocfanl  —a  nan  who  has  addtsl  sixteen  new  characters  to 
Ac  FatHuh  drama  of  hit  country !  "—  IIohwell. 

*  "  A  cmnpiwltlaa  formed  by  joliiinK  tcrapa  from  other 
■■ban."  Jukntom'iDictionartf.  —  V.viKZ*.. 

1  What  BtraDfT  "  laxtl j  of  talk  "  all  thix  is  from  the  author 
«r  tkv  **  ftvbce  to  Sbahrspeare  "  I  I  can  iinaKlnf  no  iM'ttir 
«inH« far  it. th-in  thathebadKothitothevHn  to  vfx  (iarrkk, 
iHr«atf.  p.  SM.  n.  2j  and  that  H<Mwell  t^azcd  him  into  a 
fa%*iu.  maintrnaiMv  of  hic  paradox.  —  CaoKEa. 

>  Ob  the  3d  of  October,  ai  Barctti  w.-u  Roing  ha«t{ly  up 
lk«  llaymarkrt,  h^  w«f  areotted  bv  a  wmnan,  who  iH-huvIn^ 
nb  ffvac  litderenrjr.  he  was  itrovukiil  to  itiTi*  lu-r  <i  kilow  on 
lh>  baal:  upon  which  three  men  imini'«liatf  ly  intcrft-riii^,'. 
Md  ndfiBvaarlng  to  pu<h  hnn  from  tli<>  piivt-inotit,  with  a 
Hrm  la  Iferov  Ida  tatu  .1  pudtllo,  he  was  alarua-d  fur  liii 


CHAPTER  XXni, 
1769—1770. 

"Foote.**—  Trade.  —  A/r«.  Williams's  Tea-table,— 
James  Fergwmn,  —  Medicated  Baths.  —  Popvla- 
tion  of  Russia.  —  jAxrge  Farms.  —  Attachment  to 
Soil.  —  Raman  Catholic  Religum.  —  Conversion 
to  Popery.  —  Fear  of  DetUh.  —  Steevems.  —  «•  Tom 
Infers.'' — Blachmore's  •*  Creation.'* —  The  Mar- 
riaye  Service.  —  "  The  False  Alarm." — Percival 

Stochdale.  —  Self-examination ITsit  to  Lichfield 

—  and  Ashbourne.  —  Baretti's  IVavels.  —  Letters 
to  Mrs.  Thrale,  U'arton,  ^. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  we  dined  together  at 
the  Mitre  tavern.  I  found  faidt  with  Footo 
for  indulging  his  talent  of  ridicule  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  visitors,  which  I  colloouially 
termed  making  fools  of  his  company.  John- 
son. "  Why,  Sir,  when  you  go  to  see  Foote, 
you  do  not  go  to  see  a  saint :  you  go  to  see  a 
man  who  will  be  entertainea  at  your  house, 
and  then  bring  you  on  a  public  stage ;  who 
will  entertain  you  at  his  house,  for  the  very 
{)urpose  of  bringing  you  on  a  public  stage. 
Sir,  he  does  not  make  fools  of  his  company; 
they  whom  he  exposes  are  fools  already ;  he 
onlv  brings  them  into  action.'* 

'I'alking  of  trade,  he  observed,  "It  is  a 
mistaken  notion  that  a  vast  deal  of  money  is 
brought  into  a  nation  by  trade.  It  is  not  so. 
Coiniuodities  come  from  commodities;  but 
trade  produces  no  capital  accession  of  wealth. 
However,  though  there  should  be  little  profit 
in  money,  there  is  a  considerable  ])roht  in 
pleasure,  as  it  gives  t«»  one  nation  the  pnKluc- 
tions  of  another,  as  wc  have  wines  and  fruits, 
and  many  other  foreign  articles,  brou«iht  to 
us."  lioswELL.  "  Ye^,  Sir,  and  there  is  a 
I)rofit  in  plejisure,  by  its  furni.<hing  occupation 
to  such  numbers  of  mankind.**  Johnson. 
"Why,  Sir,  you  cannot  (rjiU  tliut  jilojisure,  to 
which  all  are  averse,  and  which  none  Inrgiii  but 
with  the  hope  of  leaving  nil';  a  thing  which 
men  di^^like  before  they  have  tried  it,  and  when 
they  have  tried  it."  Doswell.  **  But,  Sir, 
the  mind  nuist  be  employed,  and  we  grow 
weary  when  idle."  Jounson.  '*  That  is.  Sir, 
because  others  being  busy,  we  want  company ; 


safety,  and  rathly  struck  one  nf  tlii>m  with  a  knife  (which  he 
constantly  wore  for  the  pur]>«)M;  of  rar^inir  fruit  and  sweet* 
meat*),  and  gave  him  a  wound,  of  which  he  died  the  next 
day.     Kumvcan  Magaiin*'.  vi>l.  xvi.  p.<jl.  —  Wriuht. 

4  The  foliowin;;  i*  the  substance  of  i)r.  Juhnoou's  n\  idenre : 
—  "Dr.  J.  I  iK'lievo  I  lx<K<«n  to  be  acqiuinted  with  Mr. 
Ban-tti  abiiiit  the  yeiir  I7'>3  or  I7>V1.  I  have  Iwon  intimate 
with  him.  Ill*  If  a  man  of  Ilti'rature.  a  verv  siudiou>  man,  a 
man  of  (;reat  diligence.  He  got»  hU  living  by  Htu>ly.  I  have 
no  rcasiui  to  think  he  was  evrr  di»(irdcred  with  I  ijuor  in  his 
life.     A  miiu  that  I  never  knew  to  Ixs  otherwise  tii.ui  |>eaco- 

.iltlf ,  and  u  man   that    1   take  to   be  ralhnr  timorous Q. 

\V.is  he  addicti-d  to  pick  up  women  in  the  strevo  ?—  l)r  J. 

1  m-ver  kti«>w  that  he  wa» Q.     How  is  he  as  to  eyesight  'f 

Dr.  J.  lie  dors  not  see  me  now.  nor  do  I  see  him.  I  do  not 
tK'liirvc  he  could  lie  c.ipalile  «)f  assaulting  any  bodv  in  the 
fttrei-t,  without  gn-al  provucatiun."    Gent,  l/u^,—  CaoKEk. 
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but  if  we  wore  all  idle,  there  would  be  no 
growing  wiHiy ;  we  should  all  entertiiin  one 
anotlicr.  There  is,  indeed,  thi:?  in  trade  ;  —  it 
gives  aien  nii  opportunity  of  improving  their 
wtmilion.  If  there  were  no  trade,  many  who 
are  poor  would  always  remain  poor.  But  no 
luan  loves  Ijibour  ibr  itself."  Boswklu  *"  Yea, 
Sir,  I  know  a  person  wito  does,*  lie  is  a  vcrv 
laborious  Judge^,  and  he  lovci  the  labfiur.^' 
JoB2wso5.  *'  Sir,  that  is  bcitause  he  loves 
respect  and  distinction.  Could  he  have  them 
without  labour,  he  woidd  like  it  le^s."  Boswell. 
"  He  tells  me  he  likes  it  for  itseUV  Johwsow. 
*'  Why»  Sir*  he  funcies  sO|  because  he  is  not 
accustomed  to  Abstract." 

We  went  home  to  his  house  to  tea.  Mrs. 
Williams  made  it  with  gufiieient  dexterity, 
notwitlwtflndingf  her  blindness,  though  her 
manner  ofsalisfying  herself  that  the  cups  were 
full  enough,  aopeured  to  me  a  little  itwkwikrd; 
for  I  fancied  isne  put  her  finger  down  a  certain 
way,  till  she  felt  the  tea  touch  it.'  In  ray  first 
elation  at  being^  allowed  the  pnvUoge  of  at- 
tending Dr.  Johnson  at  his  late  visits  t^o  ihis 
Ind/,  which  wa^  like  being  ^  itecretkiribng  et/n- 
siliut,  I  willingly  drank  cup  tiftQT  cup,  oh  if  it  had 
been  the  Helit'onian  spring.  But  as  the  charm 
of  novelty  weut  <»{r,  I  grew  more  fastidious ; 
and  besides,  I  discovered  that  she  was  of  a 
peevish  t*nnj>er. 

There  wajs  a  pretty  largo  circle  this  evening. 
Dr.  Johnson  wiiji  in  very  good  huniour,  lively, 
and  ready  to  ttilJc  upon  all  subjects.  Mr.  Fergu- 
son, the  self-taught  philosopher'*^  told  him  of  a 
new-invented  machine  which  went  without 
horses  * :  a  man  who  sat  in  it  turned  a  handle, 
which  worked  a  spring  that  drove  it  forward- 
"  Then,  Sir,"  sain  J«>hnson,  "  what  is  gained 
is,  tbe  man  has  his  choice  whether  he  will  move 
himself  alone»  or  himself  and  the  machine  too." 
Domintceiti  *  being  mentioned,  he  would  not 
allow  him  any  merit.  "  There  is  nothing  in 
all  this  tKiiLsfed  system.  No,  Sir ;  medicated 
baths  can  Ui  no  better  than  warm  water :  their 
only  effect  can  be  that  of  tepid  moisture." 
One  of  the  company  took  the  other  side,  main- 
taining that  medicines  of  various  sorts,  amd 
some  too  of  most  powerful  effect,  are  introduced 
into  the  human  fi^ome  by  the  medium  of  the 
pircs;  and,  therefore,  when  warm  water  is 
impregnated  with  salutiferous  substances,  it 
may  jiroduce  great  effects  as  a  bath.  This  ap- 
IKsareil  to  me  very  Balisfuetory.  Johnson  did 
not  answer  it ;   but  talking  lor  victory,  and 
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detenTiined  to  be  master  of  the  field,  he  hul 
recourse  to  the  device  which  Goldhmiih  tm" 
puted  to  him  in  the  witty  woi  1  of 

Gibber's  comedies:  "There  is  ii<  ith 

John^n ;  for  when  his  pistol  nii-.?  ..i.,  he 
knocks  you  down  with  the  but-end  of  It."  Ho 
turned  to  the  gentleman  *,  *'  Well,  Sir,  go  to 
Dominicetti,  and  get  thviself  fumigated  ;  but 
be  sure  that  the  steam  be  directed  to  thy  head^ 
for  that  IS  the  j>€ccant  part''  This  produced  a 
triumphant  roar  of  hmghter  from  the  motley 
assembly  of  pbilosofihers,  printers,  and  de- 
pendents, male  and  feuialc, 

I  know  not  how  8o  whimsical  a  tliought  come 
into  my  mimi,  but  I  asked,  **  If,  Sir,  you  wenj 
shut  up  in  a  castle,  and  a  new-bom  child  with 
you,  what  would  you  do  ?  *'  Johnson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  I  should  not  much  like  my  company.** 
Boswell.  **But  would  you  take  the  tremble 
of  rearing  it  ?  "  lie  seemed,  us  may  well  be 
Bupposed,  unwilling  to  pursue  the  subj^K't ;  but 
upon  my  persevering  in  my  (|ue^tion,  replied, 
*^' Why  yes.  Sir,  I  would  ;  but  I  must  have  oil 
conveniences.  If  I  had  no  garden,  1  would 
make  a  sheil  ou  the  roof,  and  take  it  tliere  for 
fresh  air.  I  should  feed  it,  and  wiwh  it  mDch, 
and  with  warm  water  to  please  it,  not  witJi 
cold  water  to  give  it  pain."  Boswell.  *^IIut, 
Sir,  does  not  beat  relitx  P  "  Joassosr,  **  Sir, 
you  are  not  to  imagine  the  water  is  to  Ite  very 
not.  I  would  not  coddle  the  child.  N"  *^'- 
the  hardy  method  of  treating  children 
g<X)d.  1*11  take  you  five  children  from  L 
who  shall  cuff  five  Highland  ehildien. 
man  bred  in  London  will  carry  a  burthe! 
run,  or  wrestle,  us  well  as  a  in&n  broug 
in  the  hardest  manner  in  the  country," 
WELL.  "Good  living,  I  suppose,  raokea 
Londoners  strong."  Jon>'so».  *'Why, 
don't  know  that  it  does.  Our  chairmen 
IrelftiRl,  who  are  as  strong  mcji  a^s  any, 
been  brought  up  upon  potatoes.  Qu 
makes  up  for  quality."  Bosweli,.  •♦  \ 
you  leach  this  child  that  I  have  furnishwl 
with,  any  thing?"  Jounsox.  "  No,  I  fhr'uTd 
not  be  ant  to  teach  it.'*  Boswkll.  *'  W 
not  you  nave  n  pleasure  in  tejiching  iL**  Ji 
Ho?i.  "  Ko„  Sir,  I  should  not  have  a  pi 
in  teaching  it,"  Bobwell.  **  Have  vou 
pleasure  in  teaching  men  ?  There  1  nave 
lou  have  the  same  pleasure  in  teaching 
that  I  should  have  in  teaching  chdd 
JOH?isoN,     "  Why,  8oraethinfl(  about  that 

Bosw£ll.    **  l3o  you  thicS,  Sir,  that 
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is  called  natural  affection  is  born  with  us  P  It 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  effect  of  habit,  or  of 
gntitude  for  kindness.  No  child  has  it  for  a 
parent  whom  it  bos  not  seen.**  Johnsom. 
"^Whv,  Sir,  I  think  there  is  an  instinctive 
natural  affection  in  parents  towards  their 
children.** 

Russia  being  mentioned  as  likely  to  become 
a  great  empire,  by  the  rapid  increase  of  popu- 
lauon  :  —  Johnson.     '*  u  hy,  Sir,    I  see    no 

Erospect  of  their  propagating  more.  They  can 
ave  no  more  children  tluui  they  can  get.     I 
know  of  no  way  to  make  theui  breed  more 
than   they  do.      It  is  not  from  reojion   and 
prudence  that  people  marry,  but  fntin  inclina- 
tion.    A  man  in  poor :  he  thinks,  *  I  cunnot  be 
wnrse,  and  so  Til  e'en  take  Peggy.'"  Bos  well. 
^But  ha%'C  not  nations  been  more  populous  at 
onv  period  than  another  P"    Johnson.  "Yes, 
Sir;  but  that  has  been  owing  to  the  people 
being  lesA  thinned  at  one  period  than  another, 
whether  by  emigrations,  war,   or  pestilence, 
not  hv  their  being  more  or  less  prolihc.  Births 
at  alf  times  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the 
same  number  of  people."    Boswell.     "  But, 
to  consider  the  state  of  our  own  country;  — 
does  not  throwing  a  number  of  farms  into  one 
hand  hurt  population?"    Johnson.     "Why 
no,  Sir;    the  same  quantity  of  food  being 
priMluced,  will  be  consumed  by  the  same  num-  i 
ber  of   mouths,  though  the  {xiople  may  be 
disposed    of  m    different  ways.    \Vc  see,  if 
cnm  be  dear,  and  butchers'  meat  cheap,  the 
dinners  all  apply  themselves  to  the  raismg  of 
com,  till  it  b<^c^me^  plentiiiil  and  cheap,  and  I 
then  butchers'  meat  becomes  dear ;  so  tnat  an  | 
«i}ualitv  is  always  preserved.     No,    Sir,    let  ! 
fanciful  men  do  as  thev  will,  depend  upon  it,  j 
it  is  ditlicult  to  dirturt  the  system  of  life."  \ 
BoswELL.     "  But,   Sir,  is  it  not  a  very  bad  | 
thing  for  landlords  to  oppress  their  tenants,  | 
l»T  rusing  their  rents?'     Jounsox.     "Very 
bad.    But,  Sir,  it  never  can  have  any  penenu 
ioduence :  it  may  di^trt^ss   sonic  individuals,  j 
Kw.  consifler  this :  landlonls  cannot  do  without  j 
u>Tiantfi.     Now  tenants  will  not  give  more  for 
lanr],  than  land  is  worth.     If  they  can  make  I 
mrkre  of  their  money  by  keeping  a  shop,  or  any  | 
aili«T  way,  they'll  <lo  it,  und  so  oblige  landlord's 
to  let  land  come  back  to  n  reasonable  rent,  in  ' 
«rder  that  they  may  get  tenants.     Land,  in  | 
England,  is  an  article  of  coniuierre.    A  tenant  . 
whri  pay:*  his  landlord  his  rent,  thinks  himself  | 
nci  more  nbliged  to  him,  than  you  think  vour-  i 
self  obliirod  to  u  man  in  whose  shop  you  buy  a 
piM-ir  of  goods.     He  knows  the  landlord  does  | 
nnt  let  him  have  his  land  for  less  than  he  can  { 
fct  from  other;*,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
«Lr»pkce{)er  sells   his  gocnls.      No  shopkeeiKir  ' 
ttUs  a  vanl  of  riband  fur  sixpence  when  seven-  j 
penof  fs  the  current  price."    Boswell.    "  But,  i 
»r,  is  it  not  better  that  tenants   sh<mld  be 
depewlent  on  landlonls?"    Johnson.    "Why,, 
Sir.  ai  there  are  many  more  tenants  than  hind- 
lords,  perha])3,  strictly   sjieideing,   we   should  \ 


wish  not.  But^  if  you  please,  you  may  let  your 
lands  cheap,  and  so  get  the  value,  part  in  money 
and  part  in  homage.  I  should  agree  with  you 
in  that."  Boswkll.  "  So,  Sir,  you  laugh  at 
schemes  of  political  improvement."  Johnson. 
"  W^hy,  Sir,  most  schemes  of  political  improve- 
ment are  very  laughable  things." 

He  observed,  "  Providence  has  wisely  ordered 
that  the  more  numerous  men  are,  the  more 
difficult  it  is  for  them  to  agree  in  any  thing, 
and  so  they  are  governed.  There  is  no  doubt, 
that  if  the  poor  should  reason,  '  We'll  be  the 
poor  no  longer,  we'll  make  the  rich  take  their 
turn,'  they  could  easily  do  it,  were  it  not  that 
they  cant  agree.  So  the  common  soldiers, 
though  so  much  more  numerous  than  their 
oflicers,  are  governed  by  them  for  the  same 
reason." 

He  said,  "  Mankind  have  a  strong  attach- 
ment to  the  habitations  to  which  they  have 
been  a^teustoineil.  You  sec  the  inhabitants  of 
Norway  do  not  with  one  consent  quit  it,  and 
go  to  some  part  of  America,  where  there  is  a 
mild  climate,  and  where  they  may  have  the 
same  proiluce  from  land,  with  the  tenth  part 
of  the  labour.  No,  Sir;  their  affection  ibr 
their  old  dwellings,  and  the  terror  of  a  general 
change,  keep  them  at  home.  Thus,  we  see 
many  of  the  finest  spots  in  the  worhi  thinly 
inhabited,  and  many  rugged  s|)ots  well  in- 
habite<l." 

"The  London  Chronicle,"  which  was  the 
only  newspaper  he  constantly  tor)k  in,  being 
brought,  the  office  of  reading  it  ahmd  was 
assigned  to  me.  I  was  diverted  by  his  impa- 
tience, lie  made  me  pass  over  so  many  parts 
of  it,  that  my  task  was  very  easy.  He  would 
not  suffer  one  of  the  {tetitions  to  the  King 
about  the  Mid<llesex  election  to  be  read. 

I  had  hired  a  Bohemian  as  my  servant  while 
1   remained    in    London ;    and     being   much 

()len8ed  with  him,  I  askedDr.Johnstm  whether 
lis  being  a  Roman  Catholic  slmuld  j)revent  my 
tiUting  him  with  me  to  Scotland.  Johnson. 
"Why  no.  Sir.  It' he  h:is  no  objectiim,  you 
can  have  none."  Boswkll.  "  So,  Sir,  you 
are  no  great  enemy  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion.'  Johnson.  "  No  more.  Sir,  than  to 
the  l*reshyteriun  religion."  Boswf.ij..  "  You 
are  joking."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  I  really 
think  so.  Nay,  Sir,  of  the  two,  1  prefer  the 
Popish."*  BoswKij..  "  How  so,  Sir  r"  John- 
son. "  Why,  Sir,  the  Presbyterians  have  no 
church,  no  ai>ostolical  ordination."  Boswell. 
"  And  do  you  think  that  absolutely  essential, 
Sir?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  as  it  \v:ls  an 
a]K)stolical  institution,  I  think  it  is  dangenuis 
to  be  without  it.  And,  Sir,  the  Presbyterians 
have  no  jmblit*  worship  :  they  have  no  lonn  of 
prayer  in  which  tlu'y  know  they  are  to  join, 
rhey  go  to  hear  a  man  jiray,  and  are  to  judge 
whether  they  will  join  with  him."  Boswkll. 
"  But,  Sir,  their  diK-trine  is  the  same  w^ith  that 
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of  the  Church  of  England.  Their  confession 
of  fidth,  and  the  thirty-nine  articles,  contain 
the  same  points,  even  the  doctrine  of  predes- 
tination.'* Johnson.  "Why  yes,  Sir;  pre- 
destination was  a  part  of  the  clamour  of  the 
times,  so  it  is  mentioned  in  our  articles,  but 
with  as  little  positiveness  as  could  be."  Bos- 
YTELL.  "Is  it  necessary,  Sir,  to  believe  all  the 
thirty-nine  articles  ?  "  Johnson.  "  AVhy,  Sir, 
that  is  a  (]uestion  which  has  been  much 
agitated.  Some  have  thought  it  necessary  that 
they  should  all  be  believed ;  others  have  con- 
sidered them  to  be  only  articles  of  peace  ^ 
that  is  to  say,  you  are  not  to  preach  against 
them.*'  BoswELL.  "It  appears  to  me,  Sir, 
that  predestination,  or  what  is  equivalent  to  it, 
cannot  be  avoided,  if  we  hold  an  universal 
prescience  in  the  Deity."  Johnson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  docs  not  God  every  day  see  things  going 
on  without  preventing  them?"  Boswell. 
"  True,  Sir ;  but  if  a  thing  Ihj  certainly  fore- 
seen, it  must  be  fixed,  and  cannot  happen 
otherwise ;  and  if  we  apply  tliis  consideration 
to  the  human  mind,  there  is  no  free  will,  nor 
do  I  see  how  prayer  can  be  of  any  avail.'*  He 
mentioned  Dr.  Clarke,  and  Bishop  Bramhall 
on  Liberty  and  Necessity,  and  bid  me  read 
South's  Sermons  on  Prayer ;  but  avoided  the 
question  which  has  excruciated  philosophers 
and  divines,  beyond  any  other.  I  did  not 
press  it  further,  when  I  perceived  that  he  was 
displeased,  and  shrunk  from  any  abridgment 
of  an  attribute  usually  ascribed  to  the  Divinity, 
however  irreconcileable  in  its  full  extent  with 
the  grand  system  of  moral  government.  His 
supposed  orthodoxy  here  crAuipcd  the  vigorous 
powers  of  his  understanding.  He  was  confined 
l)y  a  chain  which  early  imagination  and  strong 
habit  made  him  think  massy  and  strong,  but 
which,  had  he  ventured  to  try,  he  could  at  once 
have  snapt  asunder.^ 

I  proceeded :  "  What  do  you  think.  Sir,  of 
Purgatory,  as  believed  by  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics?" Johnson.  "AMiy,  Sir,  it  is  a  very 
harmless  doctrine.  They  are  of  opinion  that 
the  generality  of  mankind  are  neither  so 
obstinately  wicked  as  to  deserve  everlasting 
punishment,  nor  so  good  as  to  merit  being 
admitted  into  the  society  of  blessed  spirits ; 
and  therefore  that  God  is  graciously  pleased  to 
allow  of  a  middle  state,  where  they  may  be 
purified  by  certain  degrees  of  suffering.  You 
see.  Sir,  there  is  nothing  unreasonable  in  this.** 


1  Dr.  Simon  Patrick  (afterwards  Bishop  of  Rlr)  thus  ex- 

Sresses  himKcIfon  this  subject,  in  a  letter  to  the  learned  Dr. 
ohn  Mapletoa,  dated  Feb.  8.  1^3-3 :  — 
"  I  always  took  the  '  Article*  '  to  bo  only  articles  of  com- 
munion ;  and  so  Bithop  Bramhall  expressly  maintains  agamst 
the  Bishop  of  Chalcedon  ;  and  I  remember  well,  that  Bishop 
Sanderson,  when  the  KinK  was  first  restored,  received  the 
subscription  of  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  which  be  declared 
was  not  to  them  as  articles  of  faith  but  peacf.  I  think  you 
need  make  no  scruple  of  the  matter,  because  all  that  I  know 
so  understand  the  meaning  of  subscription,  and  upon  other 
terms  would  not  subscribe."  —  Malonb. 

s  The  stiution  is  to  be  found  in  what  Boswell  states  as  the 
difficulty.  All  eternity  is  prevent  to  the  Deity,  and  his  pre- 
science foresees  what  man  will  hare  chosen,  though  man 


Boswell.  "But  then,  Sir,  their  massea  for 
the  dead?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  if  it  be 
once  established  that  there  are  soub  in  purga- 
tory, it  is  as  proper  to  pray  for  thetUj  as  for  our 
brethren  of  manldnd  who  are  yet  in  this  life.** 
Boswell.  "The  idolatry  of  the  msM?**  — 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  there  is  no  idolatry  in  the 
mass.  They  believe  God  to  be  there,  and  they 
adore  him.*'  Boswexl.  "The  worship  of 
saints?  "  Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  do  not  worship 
saints ;  they  invoke  them ;  the^  only  ask  their 
prayers.  I  am  talking  all  this  time  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  I  grant  you 
that,  in  practice^  purgatory  is  made  a  lucrative 
imposition,  and  that  the  people  do  become 
idolatrous  as  they  recommend  themselyes  to 
the  tutelary  protection  of  particular  saints.'  I 
think  their  giving  the  sacrament  only  in  one 
kind  is  crimmal,  oecausc  it  is  contrary  to  the 
express  institution  of  Christ,  and  I  wonder 
how  the  Council  of  Trent  admitted  iL  **  Bo«- 
well.  "Confession?"  Johnson.  "Why,! 
don*t  know  but  that  is  a  good  thing.  The 
Scrinture  says,  ^Confess  your  faults  one  to 
aiiotner,*  and  the  priests  confess  as  well  as 
the  laity.  Then  it  must  be  considered  that 
their  absolution  is  only  upon  repentance,  and 
often  upon  penance  idso.  Tou  think  jour 
sins  may  be  for^ven  without  penance^  upon 
repentance  alone.*' 

I  thus  ventured  to  mention  all  the  common 
objections  against  the  Roman  Catholic  church, 
that  I  might  hear  so  great  a  man  upon  them. 
What  he  said  is  here  accurately  recorded. 
But  it  is  not  improbable  that,  if  one  had  taken 
the  other  side,  he  might  have  reasoned  dif- 
ferently. 

I  must  however  mention,    that  he  had  f 
resnect  for    "M«  old  religion^   as  the  mile 
Melancthon  called  that  of  the  Roman  Catholi' 
church,  even  while  he  was   exerting  himsd 
for  its  reformation  in  some  particulars.     Si 
AVilliam  Scott   informs   me,   that   he    hear 
Johnson  say,  "  A  man  who  is  converted  iroi 
Protestantism  to  Popery,  may  be  sincere :  1 
parts  with  nothing :  ne  is  only  superadding ' 
what   he   already  had.     But  a  convert  fro 
Popery  to  Protestantism  gives  up  so  much 
what  he  has  held  as  sacred  as  any  thing  tl 
he   retains  —  there  is  so  much  laceraiioH 
mind    in    such   a  conversion — that    it    c 
hardly  be  sincere  and  lasting."*    The  tn 
of  this  reflection  may  be  confirmed  by  ma 


feeli  that  he  is  free  to  choose     What  Cowley  saji  of  H« 
is  equally  true  of  this  world,  in  the  eye  of  Frovldcoce :  -. 

"  Nothing  there  Is  to  come,  and  noChinff  itut ; 
But  an  eternal  now  doth  always  last  r^ 

This  is  one  of  the  mysteriea  which,  though  abate  Iw 
reason,  is  in  no  degree  eontrary  to  it—  CaoKia.  IStSb 

3  They  are  sometlmea  rather  ridiculous  than  idulafe 
I  hare  now  before  me  a  Roman  Catholle  Pnmr-l 
printed  at  Ghent  so  lately  as  ISSS,  in  which  therw  is  ■  p 
to  Uie  Virgin,  addressing  her  as  "  Ma  dirime  PrHtente; 
another  to  St.  Joseph,  as  "  JITois  mimakle  pmlrom,^Cm 

4  Bishop  Elrington  evprested  his  surprfa*.  that  Jol 
should  hare  forgotten  Latimer,  Ridley.  Hooper,  and  oL 
qfmit  matiom  who  hare  renounced  popery. — f?»«i^»w, 
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and  eminent  instances,  some  of  which  will 
occnr  to  most  of  my  readers.^ 

When  we  were  alone,  I  introduced  the 
nibject  of  death,  and  endeavoured  to  maintain 
that  the  fear  of  it  might  be  got  over.  I 
told  him  that  David  Hume  said  to  me,  he 
was  no  more  uneasy  to  think  he  should  not 
be  after  this  life,  than  that  he  had  not  been 
before  he  began  to  exist.  Jounson.  "  Sir, 
if  he  really  thinks  so,  his  perceptions  are 
disturbed ;  he  is  mad :  if  he  dues  not  think 
so,  be  lies.  He  may  tell  you,  he  holds  his 
fin^T  in  the  flame  of  a  candle  without  feel- 
ing pain;  would  you  believe  him?  When 
be  dies,  he  at  Icasit  gives  up  all  he  has.'" 
BoswEU.  **  Foote,  Sir,  told  me,  that  when 
be  was  very  ill  he  was  not  afraid  to  die.** 
JoHxso?!.  *^It  is  not  true,  Sir.'  Hold  a 
pistol  to  Footers  breast,  or  to  IIume*s  breast, 
and  threaten  to  kill  them ;  and  you'll  see  how 
they  behave.*'  Boswell.  **  But  may.  we  not 
fortify  our  minds  for  the  approach  of  death?" 
—  Here  I  am  sensible  I  was  in  the  wrung, 
to  l»ing  before  his  view  wh.it  he  ever  looked 
upon  with  horror;  for  although,  when  in  a 
celestial  frame  of  mind,  in  his  "Vanity  of 
Human  Wishes,''  he  has  supposed  death  to 
be  "kind  Nature's  signal  for  retreat"  from 
this  state  of  bein^  to  "a  happier  scat,"  his 
thoughts  upon  this  awful  enangc  were  in 
jseneral  full  of  dismal  apprehensions.  His 
mind  resembled  the  vojjt  amphitheatre,  the 
Coliseum  at  Rome.  In  the  centre  stood  his 
judgment,  which,  like  a  mighty  gladiator, 
cumbated  those  apprehensions  that,  like  the 
!  wild  beasts  of  the  arena^  were  all  around  in 
I  cells,  ready  to  l>c  let  out  ui^un  him.  After 
i  s  contlict,  he  drives  them  back  into  their 
I  dens;  but  nut  killing  them,  tlicy  were  still 
!  assailing  him.  To  my  question,  whether  wc 
■  ai?bt  not  fortify  our  minds  for  the  approach 
I  nf  death,    he    answered,    in  a  passion,  "  No, 

Snr,  let  it  alone.  It  matters  not  how  a  man 
I  ^ts,  but  how  he  lives.  The  act  of  dying  is 
'  Bot  uf  imiMirtunce,  it  lasts  so  short  a  time." 
1  He  a(]de<l  (with  an  earnest  look),  "  A  man 
<  knov*  it  must  be  so,  and  submits.     It  will  do 

Um  no  good  to  whine." 


I  attempted  to  continue  the  conversation. 
He  was  so  provoked,  that  he  said,  —  **  Give  us 
no  more  of  this ;"  and  was  thrown  into  such  a 
state  of  agitation,  that  he  expressed  himself 
in  a  way  that  alarmed  and  distressed  me; 
showed  an  impatience  that  I  should  leave  him, 
and  when  I  was  going  away,  called  to  me 
sternly,  "  Don't  let  us  meet  to-morrow." 

I  went  home  exceedingly  uneasy.  All  the 
harsh  observations  which  I  had  ever  heard 
made  upon  his  character  crowded  into  my 
mind ;  and  I  seemed  to  myself  like  the  man 
who  had  put  his  head  into  the  lion's  mouth  a 
great  many  times  with  perfect  safety,  but  at 
last  had  it  bit  off. 

Next  morning  [27th  October],  I  sent  him  a 
note,  stating  that  I  might  have  been  in  the 
wrong,  but  it  was  not  intentionally ;  he  was 
therefore,  I  could  not  help  thinking,  too  severe 
up<m  me.  That  notwithstanding  our  agreement 
not  to  meet  that  day,  I  would  call  on  him  in 
my  way  to  the  city,  and  stay  five  minutes  bv 
my  wateh.  "  You  are,"  said  I,  "  in  my  mind, 
since  lost  night,  surrounded  with  cloud  and 
storm.  Let  me  have  a  glimpse  of  sunshine, 
and  go  about  my  affairs  in  serenity  and  cheer- 
fulness." 

Upon  entering  his  study,  I  was  glail  that 
he  was  not  alone,  which  would  have  made  our 
meeting  more  awkward.  There  were  with  him, 
Mr.  Steevens  ^  and  Mr.  Tyers  *,  both  of  whom 
I  now  saw  for  the  first  time.  My  note  had,  on 
his  own  reflection,  soflened  him,  for  he  re- 
ceived me  very  complacently :  bo  that  I  unex- 
pectedly found  myself  at  ease,  and  joined  in 
the  conversation. 

He  said,  the  critics  had  done  too  much 
honour  to  Sir  Richani  Blackmore,  by  writing 
so  much  against  him.  That,  in  his  "Creation," 
he  had  been  helped  by  various  wits,  a  line  by 
Phillips  and  a  line  by  Tickell;  so  that  by  their 
aid,  and  that  of  others,  the  poem  had  been  made 
out.^ 

I  defended  Blackmore's  supposed  lines, 
which  have  been  ridiculed  as  absolute  non- 
sense :  — 

"  A  painted  vest  Prince  Vortiger  had  on, 
Which  from  a  naked  Pict  his  grandsiru  won."' 


::|'I^ 


'  1  do  not  BrMlcrcfand  thi<  iillu^lnn.  I  am  not  awar(>  of 
"■uf  and  rmiiit'ut  inrtancet "  vt  \tvnon»  convertiti  from 
Mm  to  protF«taiiri>ni  relapsing  either  into  i(ip<>riilitiun  or 
mi4ii;.  I  iiitptvt  that  Mr.  Uotwpll,  who  often  alliulei  to 
w.GtUbnn'a  iMi>l<itioii,  really  meant  Mint  in  thi<  pasiaite, 
MB«|h  bU  mnrprsio!!  from  Frotfitantltm  to  Poperjand  Inu-Ic 
iDai,  nhich  b»l  rmivd  in  iiiCdelitj,  doea  not  exactly  fit  the 
Ike  pot  \*f  Jcrlin»nn.  —  CaoKEK. 

'  Peoir's  4talefnent  did  not  merit  so  flat  n  rcmtradiction  : 
k  h  c-«anii'<d  hj-  (hose  who  have  had  the  bent  meanit  of 
Voknif  to  the  tucX.  Sir  Henry  Halford  l«U  siirprited  that 
iflkcffeai  Diimlier  he  has  attended.  "  so  few  have  appeared 
^aeunt  to  die."  addini;,  *' inan>,  we  may  easily  suppose, 
te*  ■toifekted  this  willini^efs  to  die,  from  an  impatience 
<<«<iiiiiH.or  from  that  pansiTc  IndifTercncp,  whirh  is  some- 
^^m  the  result  of  debility  and  extreme  bodily  pain."  Euayt. 
~  "^  MaMKLtHD.  There  Is  a  distinction,  which  neither 
nor  Mr.  Markland  seem  to  have  made,  —  between  a 

lalaDd  prem^urf  deiith.  always  terrible ;  and  one  coming 

iiirilyin  the  course  of  OMture,  under  which  the  exhausted 

■•ad  »earj  spirit  sink  without  reluctance. -~CkoKKR, 

i. 

'  CMfgu  Sfeemu,  Eaq.,  who,  in  the  next  year,  became 


as<ioeiatod  with  Johnson  in  the  edition  of  .Shake«peare,  which 
goi's  hy  their  joint  names.  Mr.  Steevens  wa«  l>om  in  I7.%6, 
and  died  :it  IIam|>kteHd  in  IMMI.  A  cynical  dihpfuition  and  a 
strong  turn  for  literary  deceptions,  more  ingenious  than 
candid  or  creditable,  rendered  him  un|>opular  with  his  ac- 
quaintance, as  we  shall  have  occasion  to  notice  in  the  sequel. 
—  Cruker. 

*  Ynr  an  arc«iunt  of  "  Tom  Tyers."  as  Johnson  always 
called  him,  tec  f his f,  April  17.  17TH. 

^  Johnson  himself  has  vintlicatod  niackmore  up<in  this 
very  iiolnt.  See  the  Lives  of  the  Poets,  vol.  iii.  p.  7^.  8vo., 
17UI.  —  J.  BoHWELL.  jun. 

"  A  correspomlcnt  of  the  European  M.ifrasire,  April,  1702, 
has  completely  expo»e«l  the  mistake  of  ascribing  thcM-  lines 
to  Hlackm<ire,  notwithstanding  that  Sir  KIchard  Steele,  in 
"The  Spectator."  [No.  4A.]  mentions  them  as  written  by 
the  autlior  of  "  'llie  Brltioh  Princes,"  the  lion.  Kdward 
Howard.  The  correspondent  abore-mentioncd,  shuws  this 
mistake  to  be  so  invHerate.  that  nut  only  /  defi-nued  the 
lines  !u  Blackmore'<.  in  the  presence  of  llr.  Jolinson.  with- 
out any  contradiction  or  doubt  of  their  authenticitr,  but 
that  the  Kev.  Mr.  Whitoker  has  aiMTlnl  in  print,  that  he 
understand!  they  were  tujtpmud  In  the  late  editions  of 
V  2 
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I  maintatnLHl  it  lo  be  a  |K>eti('Hl  conctit.  A 
Pict  being  painled,  if  he  is  slain  in  battle. 
nwi  a  vest  13  made  of  his  skin,  it  is  a  painted 
vest  won  from  him,  llioiigh  he  w«a  naked. 

Johnson  spoke  iinfsivourably  of  a  certnin 
pretty  Tohinnnous  author,  auyinv,  *'  He  used 
to  write  anonym 01  IS  books,  and  then  other 
books  couimt?naiiig  those  bo^iks,  in  which  iJiere 
was  Miinelhinj;;  of  rusfftlity."  ' 

I  whimpered  him,  "  Well,  Sir,  yon  are  now 
in  gcKnl  humour/*  .Ioiinson.  **  \es,  Sir.*'  1 
WSI8  t^omii  to  leave  him,  imd  bad  got  Jis  far  as 
the  stAircnte.  He  stopped  me,  and  srnilinfj, 
paid,  "Get  you  fjone  in;"  a  curious  mode  of 
invitinff  rae  to  litay,  wliich  I  accordingly  did 
for  some  time  longer. 

This  little  liirtdental  quarrel  and  reeoncili* 
Ation,  which,  perhaps,  I  may  be  thoujjrht  to 
have  detailed  too  niinutety,  must  be  esteemed 
as  one  of  many  proola  which  bis  friends  had, 
that  thou^rh  he  might  be  charged  with  bati 
himmur  at  times,  lie  was  alwav.'*  n.  gmid-natitrvd 
nniii ;  and  I  have  heard  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
a  nice  and  delicate  observer  of  manners, 
particularly  remark,  that  when  uixm  any 
oeeasion  Johnson  hatl  been  rough  to  any 
jK-rsem  in  company,  he  took  the  first  op- 
portunity of  reeoneiliatiou,  by  drinking  to  him, 
or  a<tdre$!9ing  bis  discourse  to  him ;  but  if 
be  found  his  dignifieil  indirect  overture^*  suU 
lenly  neglected,  he  wa^  quite  inditlcrent,  »nd 
considered  himself  9i^  having  dime  all  that 
he  ought  to  do,  and  the  other  as  now  in  tlie 
wrone. 

Beiri^  to  set  out  for  Scotland  on  the  10th  of 
Noveml>er,  I  wrote  to  him  at  Streathahi,  beg- 
j»ing  that  he  wimlUI  meet  me  in  town  on  the 
9th  ;  but  if  this  should  be  very  inconvenient 
to  hinL,  I  would  go  thither.  His  answer  watf 
a»  fullows :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL, 

►♦Nov.9.  I7C9. 
*' DkJkii  Sir,  —  Upon  halaocing;  the  inctm- 
venicnccs  of  both  pArtie$,  I  find  it  will  less  incom- 
mode you  to  sjHjnd  your  night  here,  than  me  to 
ruinc  to  Unvn.  I  wish  to  »ee  you,  and  am  ordiired 
by  the  lady  of  this  house  Co  inviti;  you  hither. 
VVhethcT  yuu  can  come  or  not,  I  shall  not  have  any 
occasion  uf  writing  to  you  again  before  jour 
roarringe,  and  Ihereforu  t«ll  you   now,  that    with 


Btncjrmorv     '*  h^f- 
Hol  iinwiyrtby  f»f  j 

In  "  Thp  UrtUih  i\ 
thejr  lUtHJ  lliut ;  — 


tfilt  IntdHfraC  writer.  "  It  1« 

'ry«non,  thnt  the«<>  linpt,  (o 

I   In  Bliciirasr^  or  tlowftrtl/* 

i.  IGfi^,  uow  t)«fore  mc,  p.  fifi. 


"  A  vpit  w  adm1ri?U  Vortlfer  hjid  on. 
Which  Irom  thi*  Ulaiiri'i  f.T»c»  bit  graiiid»lr«  won, 
U'lia4«  nrtfu)  colour  pasi'd  the  TyrkaD  dyr, 
Otillgrd  Lo  trlumpb  in  thi«  Irgarjr  " 

tt  U  |»roluibk,  I  fhlnk.  tint   Kiinrt  wnf,  \t\  ordtfr  to  Rmke 

iloiTKnl  »mi  mnri*  rMlmlrtu?  tlijin  hi-  rfaily  «tm,  hat  formw! 


great  sincerity  I  vrish  you  happiness     I 
tjir,  yuur  nrio4t  aflVctionate  humble  senraii      _ 
"  Sajc.  Joii!<«o] 

I  was  detained  in  town  till  it  \vm  Uxi  hx 
the  9tlL,  so  went  to  him  early  in  the  two: 
of  the  lOih  of  November.  "  Now,"  said 
"  that  you  are  going  to  marry,  do  not  ex| 
more  from  life  than  life  will  aifbnl.  You 
often  find  yourself  out  of  humour,  and  you 
often  think  your  wife  not  studious  etiou 
please  you ;  and  yet  you  may  Imve  rwiai 
consider  yourself  as  upon  the  whole 
happily  married." 

I  alking  of  marriage  in  general,  he  idn 
"  Our  mamage  service  is  too  refined, 
calculated  only  for  the  best  kind  of  marri 
whereas,  we  should  have  a  Ibrm  for  matelii 
cunvenietice^  of  which  there  are  many." ' 
agreed  with  me  that  there  was  no  af 
nei'e*sity  for  having  the  marriage  cerei 
I>erlbrmed  by  a  regular  clergymou,  for  th" 
not  commanded  in  Scripture. 

I  waa  volatile  enough  to  repeat  to  hi 
little  epigrramniatic  mn^  of  nnne ',  on  tn| 
uiony,  which  Mr.  Garnck  had,  a  few  { 
before,  procured  to  be  set  to  music  by  tlic^ 
mgenious  Mr.  Dibdin.  ' 

A  Mairinumial   Thoupht^ 

**  In  the  Idirhe  days  of  honey- 
With  Kntv\  allurements 
1  loved  her  ktc,  I  loved  h 
And  called  htT  dcarckt  kitlei 

••  But  now  try  kitten**  grown  a 
And  cross  like  other  wives  ; 
Oh  t  by  my  soulj  my  honest  Ml 
I  fear  she  has  nine  lives." 

My  illustrious  friend  said,  "  It  is 
Sir;  bnt  you  should  not  swear."     U 
I  altered  "  Oh  I  by  my  soul/'  to 

He  was  so  good  as  to  accompi 
London,  and  see  me  into  the  |>«_»st-ch 
waa  to  carry  me  on  my  road  to  Scotl 
sure  I  am,  that  however  inconaidcr 
of  the  particulars  recorded  at  this 
appear  to  some,  they  will  be  estecuied 
best  part  of  my  readers  aa  genuine  trail 
his  character,  contributing  togvtlier  to  g 
full,,  fair,  and  distinct  view  of  it. 


npinlon.    T,  tioveTcr,  doubt  botb  rUM»0«.  Uut  can  mi 
1*  ll  iniir  b«  tiispM:t<>d  thnt  Mr.  Botvell.    In  tmi 

for    It.-    r,n-..      :ir     M...    i  n(..rv  :.l    .wf  I  ..j.i.l  .  .  PU  ..    ,  ..,.r»      I.I, 


Moftvovtt,  nn«  iriMild  a^k,  how  is 
lM,-i    >r,'tfi,<fT     ll    i^tin*.  ifiifi-  «'S«  n 


" -7        ~-   -••I 

»  Uiil  MUfi  hi*  rlilr«i  »nn,  Mr  i 
i'IaI   tavipij-  toniti  or  hl«  ««  n 


r.61. 
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In  1770f  he  published  a  ^litical  pamphlet, 
ided  ^  The  false  Alarm,"  intended  to  justify 
:  conduct  of  the  ministry  and  their  majority 
ihe  House  of  Commons,  for  having  virtually 
nmed  it  as  an  axiom,  that  the  expulsion  of 
member  of  parliament  was  equivalent  to 
dnsion,  and  thus  having  declared  Colonel 
ttrell  to  be  duly  elected  for  the  county  of 
ddlesex,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Wilkes  had  a 
tat  majority  of  votes.  This  being  justly 
isidered  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  right  of 
ction,  an  alarm  for  the  constitution  extended 
ilf  all  over  the  kingdom.  To  prove  this 
rm  to  be  false,  was  the  purpose  of  Johnson's 
nphlet ;  but  even  his  vast  powers  were  in- 
equate  to  cope  with  constitutional  truth  and 
taon,  and  his  argument  failed  of  effect ;  and 
J  House  of  Commons  have  since  expunged 
i  offensive  resolution  from  their  Journals. 
lat  the  House  of  Commons  might  have  ex- 
iled Mr.  Wilkes  repeatedly,  and  as  oflen  as 
should  be  re-chosen,  was  not  denied ;  but 
apacltation  cannot  be  but  by  an  act  of  the 
loie  lefrislature.  It  was  wonderful  to  see  how 
ntjudice  in  favour  of  government  in  general 
1  an  aversion  to  popular  clamour,  could 
od  and  contract  such  an  understanding  as 
hnson's,  in  this  particular  case ;  yet  the  wit, 
i  sarcasm,  the  eloquent  vivacity  which  this 
nphlet  displayed,  made  it  be  read  with  great 
idity  *■  at  the  time,  and  it  will  ever  be  read 
th  pleasure,  for  the  sake  of  Its  composition, 
lat  it  endeavoured  to  infuse  a  narcotic  in- 
ference, as  to  public  concerns.  Into  the  minds 
the  people,  and  that  it  broke  out  sometimes 
o  an  extreme  coarseness  of  contemptuous 
ase,  is  but  too  evident. 
It  must  not,  however,  be  omitted,  that  when 
i  storm  of  his  violence  subsides,  he  takes  a 
r  opportunity  to  pay  a  grateful  compliment 
the  Ring,  who  had  rewarded  his  merit :  — 
Fbese  low-born  rulers  have  endeavoured, 
rdy  without  effect,  to  alienate  the  affections 
the  people  from  the  only  King  who  for 
most  a  century  has  much  appeared  to  desire, 
'  mnch  endeavoured  to  deserve  them."  And, 
Every  honest  man  must  lament,  that  the 
ctioo  has  been  regarded  with  frigid  neutrality 
r  the  Tories,  who  being  long  accustomed  to 
ptlise  their  principles  by  opposition  to  the 
oarU  do  not  yet  consider,  that  they  have  at 
•t  t  King  who  knows  not  the  name  of  party, 
id  who  wiiihes  to  be  the  common  father  of  all 
■  people.**  * 

To  this  pamphlet,  which  was  at  once  dis- 
ivCKd  to  be  Johnson's,  several  answers  came 
Ml  in  which  care  was  token  to  remind  the 


*  *TW  Falte  AUm  "  wu  published  by  T.  Cadell.  in  the 
|ai,  Jhb.  16.  1770  ;  a  »«cond  edition  appeared  Feb.  6.,  and 
Hi^lbrch  13.  -  Wright. 

**fkK**  amjt  Mn.  Pioiii.  "hit  first  and  farourlte 
■Mm;  wat  written  at  our  houte.  between  eight  o'clock 
IwiiMidM  nicht  and  twelve  o'clock  on  Thuridaj  night : 
■fi  ll  Id  Mr.  Tbrale.  when  he  came  rery  late  home  from 

■  Imm  of  Coniinnnt."    Boiwell,  It  most  be  remembered, 

■  ■«Vfafc._CBOUB 


public  of  his  former  attacks  upon  government, 
and  of  his  now  being  a  pensioner,  without 
allowing  for  the  honourable  terms  upon  which 
Johnson^B  pension  was  granted  and  accepted, 
or  the  change  of  system  which  the  British 
court  had  undergone  upon  the  accession  of  his 
present  Majesty.  He  wa.s,  however,  soothed 
in  the  highest  strain  of  panegyric,  in  a  poem 
called  "  The  Remonstrance,**  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Stockdale  \  to  whom  he  was,  upon  many  occa- 
sions, a  kind  protector. 

The  following  admirable  minute  made  by 
him,  describes  so  well  his  own  state,  and  that 
of  numbers  to  whom  self-examination  is  ha- 
bitual, that  I  cannot  omit  it :  — 

"  June  ].  1770.  Every  man  natnndly  persuades 
himself  that  he  ean  keep  his  resolutions,  nor  is  he 
convinced  of  his  imbecility  but  by  length  of  time 
and  frequency  of  experiment.  This  opinion  ofour 
own  constancy  is  so  prevalent,  that  we  always  despise 
him  who  suffers  his  general  and  settled  purpose  to 
be  overpowered  by  an  occasional  desire.  They, 
therefore,  whom  frequent  failures  have  made  des- 
perate, cease  to  form  resolutions ;  and  they  who  are 
become  cunning,  do  not  tell  them.  Those  who  do 
not  make  them  are  very  few,  but  of  their  effect 
little  ix  perceived ;  for  scarcely  any  man  persists  in 
a  course  of  life  planned  by  choice,  but  as  he  is 
restrained  from  deviation  by  some  extenuil  power. 
He  who  may  live  as  he  will,  seldom  lives  long  in 
the  observation  of  his  own  rules.  I  never  yet  saw 
a   regular  family,  unless   it   were    that   of  Mrs. 

Harriot's,  nor  a  regular  man,  except  Mr. *, 

whose  exactness  I  know  only  by  his  own  report, 
and  Psalmanazer,  whose  life  was,  I  think,  uniform.** 
[Pr.  and  Med.  p.  100.] 

Of  this  year  I  have  obtained  the  following 
letters : 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  FARMER 

"Johnson's  Court,  March  21.  1770. 

'*  Sir,  —  As  no  man  ought  to  keep  wholly  to 
himself  any  possession  that  may  be  useful  to  the 
public,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  me  unreasonably 
intrusive,  if  I  have  recourse  to  you  for  such  infor- 
mation as  you  arc  more  able  to  give  me  than  any 
other  man. 

"  In  support  of  an  opinion  which  you  have 
already  placed  above  the  need  of  any  more  support, 
Mr.  Steevena,  a  very  ingenious  gentleman,  lately 
of  King's  College,  has  collected  an  account  of  all 
the  translations  which  Shakspeare  might  have  seen 
and  used.  He  wishes  his  catalogue  to  be  perfect, 
and  therefore  entreats  that  you  will  favour  him  by 
the  insertion  of  such  additions  as  the  accuracy  of 
your  inquiries  has  enabled  you  to  make.  To  this 
request,  I  take  the  liberty  of  adding  my  own 
solicitation. 


3  The  Uev.  Percival  Stockdale,  whose  strange  and  ram- 
bling  "  Autobiography  "  was  published  in  IHOS  :  he  was  the 
author  of  spveral  bad  poems,  and  died  In  1810,  at  the  age  of 
7^.  He  was  Johnson's  neighbour  for  some  jears,  both  in 
Johnson's  Court  and  Bolt  Court.  —  Crorbr. 

*  The  name  In  the  original  manuscript  is,  as  Dr.  Hall  in- 
formed me,  Campbeli.    The  Scotch  non  juring  Bi<hop  Camp- 
bell was  probably  the  person  meant.    See  an  acoouot  of  ibis 
gentleman,  |KMf,  Oct.  24. 1778.  —  CaoaxR. 
P  3 
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**  We  have  no  untnediate  use  fur  this  catalug^UL', 
and  ihureforc  do  not  desife  tUsit  it  should  intt'mipt 
or  hinder  your  more  important  employments.  But 
it  vrill  hi*  kind  to  let  us  knovr  that  you  receive  tt. 
I  mnt  Sitv  &«,«  Sam.  JouKtOK."* 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER, 

"May  I.  1770. 

*'  Dkarest  Maoam,  —  Amon^  other  eauiieit  that 
have  httjdercd  tne  from  answering  your  la^t  kind 
letier*  u  a  tedious  and  painful  rheumatism,  that  lins 
afflicted  me  for  many  weeks  and  ftilJ  continues  to 
UioleAt  me.  I  hope  you  arc  well,  and  will  long 
keep  yotir  health  nnd  your  cheerrulnevi. 

»*  Of»e  reason  why  I  dclajed  to  write  was,  my 
uneertninty  how  to  answer  your  letter,  I  Itkc  the 
thought  of  giving  away  the  money  very  well;  but 
when  I  consider  thdt  Tom  Jolinson  is  my  nearest 
relation,  and  that  he  Is  now  old  and  in  great  want ; 
that  be  was  my  playfellow  in  childhood,  and  hai 
never  done  any  Ihtng  to  oflend  me ;  I  am  in  doubt, 
whether  1  ought  not  rather  give  it  him  than  any 
«ther, 

**  Of  thia,  my  dear,  I  would  have  your  opinion. 
1  would  willingly  plea»e  you,  and  I  know  that  you 
will  be  pleased  best  with  what  you  think  right. 
Tell  me  your  mind,  and  do  not  learn  of  me  to 
neglect  writing ;  for  it  ia  a  very  sorry  trick,  though 
it  be  mine. 

"  Your  brother  i«  well ;   I  *aw  him  to-day,  and 
thought  it   long  lince  I  taw  him  before :   it  fieem? 
he  has  called  aiiva,  aud  eould  tiot   find  me.     1  am, 
my  dear,  your  afTectioiiate  bumble  servaunt, 
^-Ptanon  MSS,  **  Saji.  Jokxsoh,** 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

"  London,  VLny  29.  1770. 

**  Mr  DEAaKST  DtAa, -^I  am  very  sorry  that 
your  eye^  are  bad ;  take  great  care  of  them, 
e«peeia!ty  by  eandlelight.  Mine  continue  pretty 
gJod,  but  tliey  are  sometimes  dim.  My  rheumatism 
grows  ^nidually  better.  I  have  con^dered  your 
letter,  and  am  willing  that  tile  %vhoIe  money  should 
go  irhere  yuu,  my  dear,  origtually  intended.  I 
hope  to  help  Tom  some  other  way.  So  tliat  matter 
is  over. 

'•  Dr.  Taylor  has  invited  me  to  pa-^s  some  time 
with  him  at  Ashbourne;  if  I  come,  you  may  be 
sure  that  I  fchall  take  you  and  Liehfield  in  my  way. 
When  I  am  nearer  coming,  1  will  send  you  word. 

•'  Of  i^lr.  Porter  I  have  seen  very  little,  but  I 
know  not  that  it  is  his  faulty  for  he  says  that  he 
often  calh,  and  never  finds  me ;  I  am  sorry  for  it, 
for  I  love  him.  Mr.  IMuthias  has  lately  had  a 
great  deal  of  money  left  him,  of  which  you  have 
prob.ih1y  hea^rd  already,  I  am,  my  dearest*  your 
moit  atlectionate  (ervanti  Sam.  Johnsok."] 

—  PearsM  MSS. 


I  init 


nry  (*•  fill  1 11 1  /,frr/n<r  In 
«  will  be  luindcat  refer - 


•  rtv  jhh'l  (HMrrji  ij.  nifi.  —  I 


JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  W, 

"  London,  it 
"  DfAR  Sia,  —  The  readiness  with 
were  pleosed  to  promi»e  roe 
tpeare.  was  a  new  instance  of  your 
shall  not  hurry  you;  but  am 
Ste«ven»,  who  helps  me  tn  this  editin 
know,  that  we  shall  print  the  tragedi 
nhaJl  therefore  want  first  the  note* 
to  them.  We  tliink  not  to  incoraniode  Ih 
with  a  supplement ;  and  therefore,  what  « 
put  into  tt%  proper  place,  will  do  us  no  fot 
Hhall  not  Iwgin  to  print  before  the  end  afj| 
pcrhajis  not  so  soon.     I  am,  &c. 

••  Sak  J« 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THR^ 

"  LidifleM, 

«♦  I  thought  I  should  have  heard  « 
to-day  about  Streatham;  but  there  i!«  n 
and  I  need  some  eonsolatlon,  for  rheuif 
come  again,  though  in  a  less  decree  than  f 
I  reckon  to  go  next  week  to  .\*hbounw!!, 
try  to  bring  you  the  dimensions  of  the  nt 
The  Hkies  and  the  ground  are  all  ki  «| 
have  been  very  little  abroad :  and  Mjfl 
from  home,  so  that  I  have  no  motii>B 
when  slie  ih  at  home,  Uie  1iTe«  on  the  top  i 
hill»  and  I  commonly  climb  up  to  %ee  he 
day.  There  is  nothing  then.*  now  bttt^ 
nest.  To  %rite  to  you  about  Lich(ii4 
use,  for  you  never  saw  Stnwpxd,  «or| 
hill.  I  believe  you  may  find  Borow 
eop-hiti  in  my  Dictionary,  under 
Nobody  here  knows  what  the  name  ir 

*'  Licli 
"  Mr.  Greene*,  the  apothecary,! 
which  telU  who  paid  levies  in  oi 
much  they  paid,  above  nn  hundred 
you  not  think  we  ituHy  thiji  book  hard) 
\%  like  going  to  the  bnttom  of  thtt_ 
families  that  imd  the  parish  rates  are  nov 
like  the  race  of  Herculeis  PuJtfii  ri  umbi 
What  is  nearest  us  touches  uk  mo^t.  Tliie 
ri.se  higher  at  domestic  than  at  imperial  I 
I  am  not  wholly  unatfccted  by  the  re»oli 
Sadler  Street';  nor  can  forbear  to  unou 
old  names  vanish  away,  and  new  cum«i 
place. " 

"  Aahbonnie, 
"  I  came  hither  on  Wednesday,  havi 
night  at  a  lodge  in  the  forest  of  Nedc 
Taylor's  is  u  very  pleasant  house,  with 
a  lake,  and  twenty  deer  and  live  fa< 
lawn.      Whether  I  shall  by  any  light 
I  do  not  yet  know. 

"  That  Baretti's  hook,  [**  TrateU 
Portugal,  and   France,"]  wouhl  plea 
make  no  doubt.      I   know  not  whetfK 
hu  evex  aeen  such  travels  before. 


'  At  xhr  (Mffinpr 
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lot  it  is  to  ramble  ean  seldom  write,  and  those  who 
know  how  to  write  very  seldom  ramble.  If  Sidney 
bad  gone,  as  he  desired,  the  great  voyage  with 
Drake,  there  would  probably  have  been  such  a 
Dairative  as  would  have  equally  satis6cd  the  poet 
and  the  philosopher.** 

**  Ashbourne,  July  23. 1770. 
■*  I  have  seen  the  great  bull  \  and  very  great  he 
Im.  I  have  seen  likewise  his  heir  apparent,  who 
pfDmiacs  to  inherit  all  the  bulk  and  all  the  virtues 
of  hi«  sire.  I  have  seen  the  man  who  offered  an 
hnadrcd  guineas  for  the  young  bull,  while  he  was 
yet  little  better  than  a  calf.  Matlock,  I  am  afraid, 
I  shall  not  see,  but  I  purpose  to  see  Dovcdale; 
■ad,  after  all  this  seeing,  I  hope  to  sec  you.**] 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

"  Sept.  SI.  1770. 
■■  Dsaa   Sia,  —  I   am   revising   my  edition   of 
Shakvpeare,  and  remember   that  I  formerly   mis. 
lepKiented  your  opinion  of  Lear.     Be  pleased  to 
write  the  paragraph  as  you  would  have  it,  and  send 
it     If  you  have  any  remarks  of  your  own  upon 
that  or  any  other  play,  I  shall  gladly  receive  them. 
Make  my  oompliments  to  Mrs.  Warton.     I  some- 
times think  of  wandering  for  a  few  days  to  Win- 
I  Chester,  but  am  apt  to  delay.      1  am.   Sir,  your 
I  most  humble  servant,  Sam.  Johxson." 

I 

JOHNSON  TO  FRANCIS  BARBER, 

M  Mri.  Ctapp\  Bishop.  Stortfitrd. 

"  London,  Sept.  25.  1770. 
"Deau  FaANCi%  —  I  am  at  last  sat  down  to 
write  to  you,  and  Hhould  wry  much  blame  mvHcIf 
for  having  neglected  you  so  long,  if  I  did  nut 
impute  that  and  many  other  failings  to  want  of 
health.  I  hope  not  to  l>u  .so  long  .silent  again.  I 
am  very  well  satisricd  with  your  progress,  if  you 
can  retlly  perform  the  exercises  which  you  are  set ; 
and  I  hope  Mr.  Kllis  docs  not  suffer  you  to  imjiose 

00  him.  or  on  yourself.     Muke  my  compliments  to 
Mr.  f:ili%  and  to  .Mrs.  Clap|),  and  Mr.  Smith. 

•*  Let  me  know  what  Knglish  books  you  road  for 

jonr  entertainment.     You  can  nevfr  be  wise  unless 

;ou  love  reading.     Do  not    imagine  that  I  shall 

,  fcrjprt  or  forvaku  you  ;  for  if.  when  I  examine  you, 

1  fioH  that  you  hive  not  lost  your  time,  you  shall 
•lilt  no  encouragement  from  yours  affectionately, 

*'  Sam  Joiin-son." 

JOHN'.SON  TO  FRANCIS  BARBER. 

'•  Dwenibrr  7.  1770. 
"  DiAa    FaAifcis.  —  I   hope    you    mind   your 
I  design  you  shall  stay  with  Mrs.  Clapp 


these  holidays.  If  you  arc  invited  out  you  nuy  go, 
if  Mr.  Ellis  gives  leave.  I  have  ordered  you  sonic 
clothes,  which  you  will  receive,  I  believe,  neit 
week.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Clapp,  and  to 
Mr.  Ellis,  and  to  Mr.  Smith,  &c.  —  I  am  your 
affectionate,  Sam.  Johnson." 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

1770. 

Dr.  MaxicrlFs  Collectanea.  —  Johnion'g  PoliticM,  and 
general  Mode  of  Life.  —  Opulent  TVadrtmett.  — 
Ijondon.  —  liUick-letter  Bnokt.  —  ••  Anatomy  of 
MeloHcholif.^  —  Government  of  Ireland.  —  Lor«. 

—  Jiico6  Behmen.  —  Established  Clergy.  —  Df, 
Priestley,  —  Blank  Verse.  —  French  \ovels.  * — 
Pire  Boseovich.  —  Lord  Lyttelton*s  Dialogues,  — 
Osxian.  —  The  Poetical  Cohbltr.  —  Boetius.  — 
National  Debt.  —  Mallet.  —  Marriage. —  Foppery. 

—  Gilbert  Cooper.  —  Llomer.  —  Gregory  Sharpen 
— Poor  of  England. —  Corn  Laws.  —  Dr.  Browne. 

—  Mr.    Burke.  —  Economy.  —  Fortune -huntertt 

—  Orchards.  —  Irish  Clergy. 

During  this  year  there  was  a  total  eesBation  of 
all  correspondence  l)etwcen  Dr.  Johnson  and 
me,  without  any  coldness  on  cither  side,  but 
merely  from  procrastination,  continued  from 
day  to  day ;  and,  as  I  was  not  in  London,.  I 
had  no  opportunity  of  enjoving  hia  company 
and  recording  hi.s  conversation.  To  supply 
this  blank,  I  shall  present  my  readers  with 
some  Collectanea^  obli«rin.«rly  furnishe<l  to  me 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  MaxwclP,  of  Falkland,  in  Ire- 
land, some  time  assistant  jjrcacher  at  the 
Temple,  and  lor  many  yeai"8  the  social  friend 
of  Johnson,  who  spoke  uf  him  with  a  very  kind 
regard. 

Collectanea. 

**  My  acquaintance  with  that  great  and  venerable 
cliarnctcr  commenced  in  the  year  1754.  1  was  in- 
troduced to  him  by  Mr.  Grienion  ",  his  Maji-sty't 
printer  at  Dublin,  a  gcntlLMnaii  of  unctimmon  leum> 
ing,  and  great  wit  and  vivacity.  Mr.  Grieraan 
died  in  Germany,  ait  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  Dr. 
Johnson  hii;hly  respected  his  abilities  and  odeti 
;  ol>served,  that  he  pos.seH.sed  more  extensive  know- 
I  lerlge  than  any  man  of  his  years  he  had  ever  known, 
His  industry  was  equal  to  his  talents;  and  he  par* 


>  Dr.  Tajlor  had  ■  ninArkabl;-  fine  breed  of  cAttlo  ;  and 
"■Fitull.  in  particular,  wat  of  celebrated  sixc  and  l)o.iuty.  — 

oClOKIB. 

*  Ur.VI  lUiam  M  .xwvW  wa%  thf  urn  of  I>r.  John  Maxwell, 
AitbdMron  n(  Downe,  in  Ireland,  and  cousin  of  the  Honour* 
*lf  ttmrj  Maxwell.  Ilishup  of  Droraorc  in  l7rM,  .ind  of 
IcMh  ID   I7*K.  fmm  whom  he  oliUiiied  preferment :    but 


I  kwiBf  a  oiQiiderable  nrnuvrty  of  liij  own,  he  rc»i:.nii>4l  the 
!  Macwiw^,  MM  ic  U  >akl,  hi*  residence  wa*  innittud  on  ;  and 
k»  lafd  himteir  in  Bath,  when-  he  dietl.  tii  Lite  a«  IMIH.  at 
Ihi  ife  of  47.  Dr.  Ma\well  wan  denerveiily  proud  of  hi* 
i^SHntanci*  with  Johafm,  and  had  caught  »omethinii  of  bin 
^s  af  oiDTrrution.  Some  of  bis  anecdntrs  are  trillinfr, 
^Wf  obfrure,  tome  mi«printed,  and  •rvtral.  I  tufiM-ct,  mit- 
ttttsi ;  whicti  ii  not  lurprlslng,  as  they  soum  tu  hari;  tieea 


written  for  Mr.  BotwelPs  publication  from  memory,  a  great 
many  year*  afmr  the  events.  —  Crukkr. 

'  S<»n  of  (he  Irnrned  Mr».  (:rier»on,  who  was  patronl«e«l  by 
the  late  Li)rd  (iranville,  and  was  the  «tlitor  of  »evvral  »f  ttia 
cUMirs.  —  l{ii4WELL.  Her  ixlition  of  Taricnt.  «ltii  the  notice 
of  Kychiiis,  In  three  volumes,  Hvo.  1730.  was  dedlrati-d.  in  vnrf 
elegant  l.atin  [fmm  her  own  pen],  to  John,  I#«»rd  I'artfre* 
(afterward*  Karl  (iranTiile).  by  whom  she  wa«  patronised 
during  his  n'lidenre  in  Ireland  as  Lord  Lieutenant  l^* 
twiH-n  17a  1  and  IT-W.  —  Malowb.  I»rd  Carteret  pave  inr 
f.uuilj  the  lucrative  lutent  office  of  kmg'«  printer  In  Irelaii  J. 
still  enjoyitl  by  brr  deoiendaiits.  She  wa«  verv  handKMT»e, 
M  well  as  learncil.  —  CaoRBt.  The  patent  has  juit  expired 
—  r.  CuKNINCnAM,  1M6. 
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ik'ufArly  excelled  in  cfcrjr  npecies  of  philological 
learttin)!,  and  wa%,  pcrJt.ip',  the  bc*t  critic  of  the 
iige  he  lived  ta. 

"  1  nm^t  always  rciacmbcf  with  gratitude  my 
obltipttioti  to  Mr,  Grttrsoii,  for  the  bunour  and 
Iiuii|»ittcvittir  Dr,  Jiihnsuw'p  ueiiuaintance  iind  frier.d- 
sbiii,  whicli  cnntiiiuifd  umntcmipted  and  undimi- 
nished to  bis  death  ;  a  cotitiecUoii  that  was  at  ottce 
the  pride  and  happiness  of  my  life. 

**  What  pity  it  is  that  w)  much  wit  and  pood 
MUM  o»  he  eontinunlly  exhibited  in  conversation, 
tihould  periAh  unrecorded  !  Few  perMins  quitted  his 
cninpany  without  perceiving  them»vlvtfs  wiser  and 
lietler  than  they  were  before  On  serious  subjects 
he  flashed  the  most  interesting  convietion  upon  bis 
auditors ;  nnd  upon  lighter  topics,  you  might  have 
suppoted  —  AlbtiHO  musoi  de  monte  locuiaa. 

"  Thouf^h  I  can  hope  to  add  but  liitle  to  the 
celebrity  of  m  eialted  a  character,  by  any  com> 
1  munication*  1  can  furnish,  yet,  out  of  pure  respc>ct 
to  hts  memorvt  I  will  venlure  to  transmit  to  you 
«otiie  anecdotes  cottcemtn){  him,  which  fell  under 
tny  own  ob&ervatiuo,  'Die  very  minmtia  of  such  a 
character  must  be  iutcrestuig»  and  may  be  compared 
to  the  filings  of  diamonds. 

"  In  polilicir  he  was  deemed  a  Tory,  but  certainly 
Mi-as  not  so  in  the  ohnoxiou«  or  party  sense  of  the 
term  ;  (or  while  he  asserted  the  legal  and  salutary 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  he  no  less  rc!«pectcd  the 
constitutiunal  liberties  of  tlie  people.  Whiggism^ 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  he  said,  was  accom* 
panieil  with  certain  principles;  but  Inttcrly,  aa  • 
mere  party  distinction  under  Walpole  nnd  the  Pcl- 
hams,  was  no  Ijretter  than  the  pohiics  of  sioelt-jolK 
bers,  and  the  religion  %yf  inlidels. 

"  He  detested  the  idea  of  governing  by  parlia- 
mentary corruption,  and  asserted  most  strenuously, 
that  a  prince  steadily  and  conspicuoutly  pursuing 
the  interests  of  hi»  people  could  not  fail  of  parlia- 
inentary  concurrence.  A  prince  of  ability,  he  con- 
tended, might  And  should  be  the  directing  »oul  and 
spirit  of  his  onn  ad miuis^trati on  ;  in  short,  his  own 
minitter,  and  nut  the  mere  head  of  a  party  :  and 
then,  and  not  till  then^  would  the  royal  dignity  be 
niiicerely  revpeeicd. 

**  John«)n  seemed  to  thinks  that  a  certain  degree 
of  erowti  iufiueoce  over  the  Tlouses  of  P^trliament, 
( not  meaning  a  corrupt  and  shameful  dependence) 
wiiA  very  salutary,  nay,  even  necevsary,  in  our  mixed 
government.  *  For/  uid  he,  '  if  the  members  were 
under  no  crown  InHtieuce,  and  disqualitied  from  re- 
ceiving any  gratification  from  Court,  and  resembled, 
as  they  pusnibly  might,  Pym  and  Haalerig,  and 
other  stnbljorn  »md  sturdy  inemlwrs  of  the  Long 
PiariiBment.  the  wheeh  of  government  would  be 
totally  obstructed.  Such  men  would  oppose^  merely 
to  show  their  jKJwer,  from  envy,  jealout*y,  and  per- 
versity of  di*tposilion  ;  and,  not  gaining  themselvt-s, 
would  hate  nnd  oppose  all  who  did  :  not  luving  the 
person  of  the  prince,  and  conceiving  ibey  owed  him 
little  gratitude,  from  the  mere  spirit  of  insolence 
and  cuntradietion,  they  would  oppose  and  thwart 
him  upon  all  occasion^.' 

**  The  inKe]>aruble  imperfection  annexed  to  all 
human  govcrtunenu  confisted,  he  said,  in  not  being 
(U>le  to  create  a  aulilcient  fund  of  virtue  and  prin* 

•  NoiloiilM  M«EiaiTi<-  *ld  Boitfl!l«r».  Sop  po<r.i.ubAn.  I77"i. 
—  CaoKica. 


ciple  to  carry  the  laws  into  Axitt  nnd  elffciual  exe- 
cution.  Wisdom  ntight  plnii,  but  virtue  alone 
could  execute.  And  where  cnutd  «u(!icicnt  virtue 
be  found?  A  variety  of  delcgnted,  nnd  often  di»- 
cretiunary,  powers  must  be  entrusted  somewhere  ; 
which,  if  not  governed  by  integrity  and  cutiaeiertoe, 
would  necessarily  he  abui^d.  till  at  taut  theoonslable 
would  H'll  bis  for  a  shilling. 

**  Tilts  excellent  person  wa.s  aometimc*  charged 
with  abetting  slavi^th  and  arhitrary  principles  of 
government.  Nothing,  in  u>y  opinion,  could  bv  * 
grosser  calumny  and  misreprcientation ;  for  how 
run  it  be  rationally  supposed,  that  he  should  ado)tt 
Kuch  pernicious  and  absurd  opinions  who  iiupp<»rtrd 
his  phdosophical  character  with  so  much  dignity, 
was  extremely  jealous  of  his  perMmnl  bitrrty  and 
indepcndeneet  nnd  could  not  brook  the  smallest  ap« 
peamnec  of  negk'ct  or  instilt,  even  from  lh«  highest 
|)cnionugtfS  ? 

**  But  let  us  view  him  in  some  inMaooes  of  more 
ikmilinr  life. 

•'  His  general  mode  of  life,  during  my  8e<)u»nl- 
anee,  seemed  to  be  pretty  unifonn.  AboMt  twelve 
o'clock  I  commonly  visited  liim,  and  t'r.  . 
found  him  in  bed,  or  declaiming  over  \\'\m 
be  drank  very  plentifully.  He  generally  litiu  uj^t^^ 
ot'  morning  vii(.iters>  chietly  men  of  letters ;  Kawkc»> 
worth.  Goldsmith,  Murphy,  Lctngton,  St 
Beauolerk,  &c.  &c.,  and  sometimes  learned  lai 
particularly  I  remember  a  French  lady  '  «f  wit 
fiiahion  doing  him  the  lionour  of  a  vi^it.  He 
to  me  to  be  crjnsidered  as  a  kind  of  public 
whom  every  body  thouglu  they  had  a  figlii  to 
and  consult ;  and  douhtU'cs  they  were  wfllj 
warded.  1  never  could  di.seover  how  he  found 
fur  his  compositions.  He  declaimed  all  the 
ing,  then  went  to  dinner  at  a  tavertt,  trh 
commonly  stJtyed  late,  and  then  dr  ^ 
some  friend's  housci  over  which  he  J 
whiks  but  seldom  took  liupper.  I  taxM-y  ne 
have  read  and  wrote  chieAy  in  the  night,  for 
scarcely  recollect  that  he  ever  refused  (soiii^ 
me  to  a  tavern,  and  he  often  went  to  Ranii 
which  he  deemed  a  place  of  mnocent  recrvatioi 

*^  He  frequently  gave  all  the  !<tlver  in  his 
to  the  poor,  who  watched  him  between  hi^ 
and  the  lavcm  where  he  dined.     He  walked 
streets  at  all  hours,  and  Miid  be  was  never  robbed, 
for  the  rogues  knew  he  had  little  money,  nor 
the  appearance  of  having  much. 

"  I'hough  the  most  accessible  and  communis 
man  alive,  yet  when  be  suspected  he  was,  ins-it 
be  exhibited,  he  com^tantly  spurned  the  itivii 

••  Two  young  women  from  >'  '  '  vWe  »i 
him  when  I   was   present,  to  i   oa  tlf 

subject  of  Methodism,  to  which  :..   ,    ^.-  iocll 
'  Come,'  said  he,  '  you  pretty  fools,  dme  with 
well  and  me  at  the  Mitre,  and   we  will  talk 
that  subject;*  which  they  dtd.  and  »X\ix  dinr 
took  one  of  them  upon  his  kfi«c  jnd  fomlU 
for  half  an  hour  together. 

"  Upon  a  visit  to  me  at  a  country  lodging 
Twickenham,  he  asked  what  sort  of  ^-^'^^-^^    * 
there.      I  told  htm,  but  indiflcrefit  ; 
consisted  of  opulent  traders,  retired  i 
He  said,  he  never  much  liked  that  cla^ 
•  For,  .Sir,*  said  he,   •  they  have  lost  the 
tradeimen,  wittiout  acquiring  themaDnerai 
men.' 


obbrd, 

I 
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*•  JolinvMi  wu  much  attached  to  London :    he 
olMcnred,  that  a  man  stored  his  mind  better  there, 
than  any  where  else ;  and  that  in  remote  situations  . 
a  man')  body  might  be  feasted,  but  his  mind  was 
starred,  and  his  ^ulties  apt  to  degenerate,  from  1 
vant  of  exercise  and  competition.     *  No  place,'  he  . 
nakd,  *  cured  a  man\  Tanity  or  arrogance,  so  well  as 
Loodun ;  for  as  no  man  was  either  great  or  good  ! 
ptrar,  but  as  compared  with  others  not  ro  good  or  | 
great,  he  was  sure  to  find  in  the  mctropoliK  many  1 
his  ef]ual«,  and  some  his  suiieriors.'      He  observed,  ! 
tliat  a  man  in  London  was  in  less  danger  of  falling  | 
in  love  indiscreetly,  than  any  where  else ;  fur  there 
the  difficulty  of  deciding  between  the  conflicting 
preteOiiinns  of  a  vast  variety  of  objects,  kept  him 
ufir.     He  told  me,  that  he  had  frctjuently  been  of- 
fered country  preferment  ^  if  he  would  consent  to 
take  orders ;  but  he  could  not  leave  the  improved 
Miciety  of  the  capital,  or  consent  to  exchange  the  | 
exhilarating  joys  and  splendid  decorations  of  ]iublic 
life,  fur  the  obscurity,  insipidity,  and  uniformity  of 
moute  situations. 

**  Speaking  of  Mr.  Harte',  Canon  of  Windsor, 
tnd  writer  of ''Hie  History  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,* 
be  much  commended  him  as  a  scholar,  and  a  man 
of  the  muKt  comp;mionable  talents  he  had  ever 
known.  He  said,  the  defects  in  his  History  pro- 
!  ecedcd  not  from  imbecility,  but  from  foppery. 

**  He  loved,  he  said,  the  old  black-lettvr  l)ooks  ; 

I  they  were  rich  in  matter,  though  their  style  was 

ineiegant;    wonderfully   so,  considering  how  cun- 

«enant  the  writers  were  with   the  best  models  of 

antitjuity. 

**  Burton's  'Anatomy  of  Melancholy,'  he  said, 
was  the  only  book  that  ever  took  him  out  of  bed 
two  hours  moner  than  he  wished  to  rive." 

"  He  frequently  exhorted  me  to  set  about  writing 
a  History  of  Ireland ;  and  archly  remarked,  there 
had  been  some  good  Irish  writers,  and  that  one 
IriMiman  might  at  least  aspire  to  be  e(]ual  to 
uiuther.  I  le  had  great  compassion  for  the  miseries 
thii  diHtresMTS  of  the  Irish  natitm,  particularly  the 
Pdputs ;  and  severely  n^probatcd  the  barbarous  de- 
bilitating ptilicy  of  tlie  Hritish  government,  which, 
ties4id,  wa^  tlie  mo^t  detestable  mode  of  peisecution. 
To  a  gentleman  whu  hinted  suci)  piilicy  mi<;ht  lie 
rii.tvs-> iry  t(»  ^upport  the  authority  of  the  Kiij^lish 
Tiiiernnjent.  he  replied  by  Raying,  *  Let  the  au- 
litonty  uf  the  Knglish  governtuent  jierish,  rather 
lidii  be  muiiit.iiMed  by  ini«|uity.  Itetter  would  it 
l»^  to  restrain  the  turbulence  «»f  the  natives  by  the 
•uftority  of  the  sururd,  and  to  make  them  anienuble 
Hi  Uw  and  justice  by  nn  eirectu:d  and  vigoruu<s 
poiice.  th.in  to  grind  them  to  powder  by  all  manner 
of  ilittbiiities  and  incapacities.  *  lietter,'  said  lie, 
'to  ^lan;;  or  drown  people  at  once,  than  by  an  un- 
relenting persecution  to  beggar  and  starve  iheiii.' 


■  I  fJipcrt  *'Jreqvenily"  to  b**  .in  orrnr  -  the  nffrr  of  tho 
\nir.w  ui  \.mfUm  (««/«■,  p.  lO-"^.  and  1»K).)  is  tliv  only  one 
K-%ti  •iinl  \>\-  lI'MMf-ll.— Cruker.  \^V>. 

'  Wtlter  ILirttf.  born  atit^nt  17i/7,  \.  M.  of  St.  M.irr  llill. 
ri  fixford.  «ak  iiiior  t-.  I^)r(i  Clu'stt-rfinM"*  iKilurnl  mmi.  Mr. 
9tj|i'i'ip«.  and  «■-*«,  by  hU  I.ordnhip'i  ini(T(->t.  in.i<1«;  Caiion 
'jf  WiT;ilior :  h«  A\rA  in  177 1.  See  lucirr  of  IInrti>.  pnsl,  March 
>■-  i'^'.  —  Vhowm 

'  "  Barton'*  '  Anatomy  of  MHAnrholy  •  It  thf  most  .inin«- 
loff  an4  tsfirorlive  iiMfUi-v  nf  quoiiition*  ami  cl:iii<-ic:il 
Kitreditrt  I  i'vi;r  pc-rtitted.  if  the  n';tdiT  has  |»;iti«>nci' to  go 
iar-j»jch  hi*  lulumirH,  h<'  will  bf  more  iinjirdveil  lor  lifi'niry 
vatvrvttJon  th4n  by  the  perusal  of  any  twivitv  other  wnrk* 
«^  vr.irik   I  un  ac'iUAiatetl."  —  Vyron,  vol.  i.   p.  114.— 


The  moderation  and  humanity  of  the  present  times 
have,  in  some  measure,  justified  the  wisdom  of  his 
observations. 

**  Dr.  Johnson  was  oflen  accused  of  prejudices, 
nay,  antipathy,  with  regard  to  the  natives  of  .Scot- 
land. Surely,  so  illiberal  a  prejudice  never  cnteretl 
his  mind  * :  and  it  is  well  known,  many  natives  of 
that  rcs))ectablc  country  possessed  n  large  share  in 
his  esteem  :  nor  were  any  of  them  ever  excluded 
from  his  good  offices,  as  fur  as  opportunity  per- 
mitted. I'rue  it  is,  he  considered  the  .Scotch,  na- 
tionally, as  a  crafVy,  designing  people,  eagerly  at- 
tentive to  their  own  interest,  and  too  apt  to  overlook 
the  claims  and  pretensions  of  other  people.  '  While 
they  confine  their  benevolence,  in  a  manner,  ex- 
clusively to  those  of  their  own  country,  they  expect 
to  share  in  the  good  offices  of  other  people.  Now,* 
said  Johnson,  *  this  principle  is  either  right  or 
wrong ;  if  right,  we  should  do  well  to  imitate  such 
conduct;  if  wrong,  we  caimot  too  much  detest  it.' 

"  Being  solicited  to  compose  a  funeral  sermon  for 
the  daugliter  of  a  tradesman,  he  naturally  enquire<l 
into  the  character  of  the  deceased  ;  and  being  told 
she  was  remarkable  for  her  humility  and  conde- 
scension to  inferiors,  he  obsi>rved,  that  those  were 
very  laudable  (jualities,  but  it  might  not  be  so  easy 
to  discover  who  the  lady's  inferiors  were. 

**  Of  a  certain  player  '  he  remarked,  that  his  con- 
versation usually  threatened  and  announced  more 
than  it  performed  ;  that  he  fed  you  with  a  continual 
renovation  of  hoiie,  to  end  in  a  constant  succession 
of  disappointment. 

**  When  exasperated  by  contradiction,  he  was  apt 
to  treat  his  opponents  with  too  much  acrimony  : 
as,  *  Sir,  you  don't  see  your  way  through  that  ques- 
tion :' —  '  Sir,  you  talk  the  language  of  ignorance.* 
On  my  observing  to  him,  that  a  certain  gentleman 
had  remained  silent  the  whole  evening,  in  the  midbt 
of  a  very  brilliant  and  learned  society,  *  Sir,'  said  he, 
*the  conversation  overflowed,  and  drowned  him.* 

'*  His  philosophy,  though  austere  and  solemn, 
was  by  no  means  morose  and  cynical,  and  never 
blunte<l  the  laudable  senMbilities  of  his  character, 
or  exempted  him  from  the  influence  of  the  tender 
passions.  Want  of  tenderiievs,  he  always  alleged, 
was  want  of  parts,  and  was  no  less  a  proof  of  stu- 
pidity than  de|iravity. 

"  .Speaking  of  Mr.  Hanway,  who  published  *  An 
Eight  Days'  Journey  iVoin  London  to  PortMuouth,' 
'  Jonas'  ''aid  he,  act|uired  .some  reputati(Mi  by  tra- 
velling abroad*,  but  lost  it  all  by  travelling  at  home.' 

"  ()f  the  passion  of  love  he  remarke<i,  that  its 
violence  and  ill  eflects  weie  much  exaggerated  ;  for 
who  knows  .iny  real  suflerings  on  that  head,  nuire 
than  from  the  exorbitancy  of  any  other  pavsion  ? 

"lie  much  connnended  '  Law  s  Serious  Call,'' 
which,   he   s;iid,  was  the   finest   piece  of  hortatory 


<  Dr.  Mux»<n  «.i*  niistnlirn.  ami  wmilil  .T«MiriMlly  not 
li.ivo  iii.-i>l<-  oiirli  a  f>t.ili'iiii'nt  ittr«>r  lli«>  pulilicition  of  (hi>  work. 
l)i)»w(>ll  liiniiii'll  t-onti-oM-o  tht'  antl|>.itliy.  b«it  it  woiiM  be 
i-Mrioii>  l«j  know  wh'-n  it  Ih-oinn*-  so  >troii):.  .-iml  wii.n  it* 
<.inM-w:.s.  f'T  (int- wiinlil  li.ivr  e\prrf»il  a  tHroctly  rontrary 
ri">ult   from  the  J.icubiti-  prinripk-s  of  his  father  and  hin)i<-kl. 

—  ClIOKKR. 

5  Ni»  doul)t  Mr.  ShiTlJan.  —  Crokfr. 

*■•  lit'  had  publi'hril  "  An  .■KjTnnnt  «>f  Iho  nrili»h  Trade 
fivfT  thf  CahpiaTi  .Sc.i.  wuh  Tr;ncl«  thronh'h  Kns.ia,  Por»iA, 
r.i-riniiny.  anJ  llnll.nid."  Th.M«  tr.ivtU  runt.tlii  v<ry  curious 
di-t.iilN  n't  ihiMlii-n  ^tatl>  ul  IVrsia.  —  t'HOKbh. 

'  Sit  (»«/.,  p.  \'\. 
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thf^oloi^y  in  any  tanguage,  *  Lnw*  %n\d  he.  *  fvll 
latterly  inio  the  rcveriei  of  Jacob  Behmeii  \  whom 
Ij»w  allejjtfd  to  have  Ijccn  somcwilmt  in  the  same 
staid  wPtth  St.  Paul,  and  lo  have  «ocn  unuttrrabU 
tAmij*.  Wftv  It  even  %o,'  nuiU  Jobn!ion,  'Jacob 
would  have  rc^cmMeH  SL  Pjtui  still  iiiDrr>«  by  not 
atU'inpting  to  utter  them. 

♦'He  observed.  th«t  the  csliibUshed  clcrpy  in 
gvner&l  did  »ot  preu«h  plain  enough ;  and  that 
poiiBhcd  pcriiMU  and  glitleruig  *€nlcnce«  fli'W  over 
the  bends  of  ihe  cummoa  jjn'ople  without  any  itu- 
prvi^ian  tJpon  iliL*ir  hearts.  Something  might  be 
nt'Ct*ssnry,  he  obsertred,  t«  excite  the  nfTeclions  of 
the  cojTUnoti  pcoplei  who  were  sunk  in  langtior  and 
Icthtrjfy,  and  ihvrefore  he  supposed  lliat  the  new 
concnruitants  of  Methodi*m  might  probably  produce 
iH»  iliTtiruble  an  t^nbct.  Tlie  mind,  like  the  body, 
he  observed,  dcllghtet)  in  chnngc  and  nowliy,  and, 
eu  '     !  in  ttiielf,  courted  new  appearances  and 

n^  Whatever  might  be  thought  of  some 

j\lu.  . ii-her^.  he  wiid  he  could  scarcely  doubt 

the  sincerity  of  that  man,  who  trtt%'ellcd  nine  hun- 
dretl  miles  in  a  month,  and  preached  twelve  tinaies  in 
a  week  ;  for  no  adequate  reward,  merely  temporal, 
eould  bo  given  for  such  indefatigable  labour. 

"  Of  Dr.  Prieslley'H  theological  work%  he  re- 
inarked,  that  they  tended  to  umiettle  every  thing, 
and  yi-'t  settled  nothing. 

••  He  was  much  afTeoted  by  the  death  of  his 
mother,  and  wrote  to  mo  to  come  and  a»tst  him  to 
eompiae  hiK  mind :  which,  indeed,  I  found  greatly 
agitated.  He  lnmi>nted  ihnt  all  serious  and  religious 
conversation  wai  banished  from  the  society  of  men, 
anri  yet  grent  advantages  might  be  derived  from  it. 
All  acknowledged,  he  said,  what  hardly  any  body 
praclivcd,  the  obligjuioiis  we  were  under  of  making 
Ihc  concerns  of  eternity  the  governing  princlplcH  of 
our  livtsk  Every  mafi,  he  ob'scrved,  at  la^t  wishes 
for  retreat  :  he  see*  his  expectations  frustratt'd  in 
the  world,  and  begins  to  wean  him<.elf  from  it,  and 
to  pnpnrtf  for  everl.iHiing  svparatiiUK 

**  He  ofiservfd,  that  the  inHueiice  of  I^ndori  now 
extended  every  where,  and  that  from  all   manner  of  j 
commimicajion  being  opened,  there  shortly  would 
be  no   remains  of  the  ancient  simplicity,  or  places 
of  cheap  retreat  to  be  found. 

♦*  He  was  no  admirer  of  blank  verse,  and  said  it 
always  failed,  unless  sustained  by  the  dignity  of  the 
subject.  In  blank  verse,  lie  said,  the  language  suf- 
fered more  distortion*  to  keep  it  out  of  prose,  than 
any  inconvenience  or  limitation  to  be  apprehended 
iVom  the  shackles  and  circumspection  of  rhyme, 

**  He  reproved  me  onc«  for  saying  grace  without 

I  A  Grrmnn  fiinntic,  Unrn  n#Ar  niirTJti « in  fftp-rr  Litcatln, 


la  1^7^.     Ho  Mrntc  ,»  miiUllu4<: 
mfvltci^L     tic  vroh;ilj|}'  wa»  dt 
sitinn  In  16;M.     Mr.  Lkw  [m- 

hi*    (iff    tn    (r  ind  itlni!    T^'l 


if   TfliKlK.U'  u.trk< 


irry 


mention  of  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  ai 
hoped  in  future  I  would   be  more  mindful  of  Ihi 
apiMtullcal  injunction.* 

"He  re5t^ed   to  go  out  uf  n  room  bcfor«  nio 
Mr.  Lxngton's  house,  saying  he  hopt'ti  htf  kiivw  hti 
rank  lictter  than  to  presume  to  tMkc  place  of  ■  dortf 
in  divinity.      1  mention  such  little  Aiiecdules  nitTel; 
to  show  the  peculiar  turn  and  habit  of  hiid  mind. 

"  He  used  frcjjuently  to  obsene,  that  tlicrc  wwi 
more  to  be  endured  than  enjoyed,  iti  tbc  geuerftlj 
condition  of  human  life;  and  frequently  tjuotetli 
those  lines  of  Dryden ;  — 

^  Strjnge  cozenage !  none  would  live  past  yenn  agAin«  J 
Yet  all  hope  pleasure  from  what  »tiU  remam/* 
For  his  part,  he  said,  he  never  passed  that  woek  iivJ 
his  life   which  be  would  wish  to  repcuu  wwre  atij 
angel  to  make  the  proposal  to  htnu 

**  He  was  of  opinion,   that  the   English  nati< 
cultivated  both  their   soil   and  their  reason  b<i5lt*r] 
than  any   other    people ;     but   admitted    that    tin 
French,  though  not  the  highc*.t,   v*^'i '- »'*'•    '"  any^ 
department  of  literature,  yet  in  c>  lunl 

were  very  high.      Intellectual  prc-ti  l  oh. 

served,  was  the  highest  superiority  ;  JuU  iJn^ii  e%«^] 
nation  derived  their  highi'st  reputation  frwrn  Un 
splendour  and  dignity  ot  their  writers,  ^' 
«)id,  was  a  good  narrator,  and  that  hi 
merit  consisted  in  a  hoppy  selection  nud 
ment  of  circumstance*. 

"  Speaking  of  the  French  novels,  compared  wil 
Richardson's,  he  said,  they  might  be  pretty  baubli 
but  a  wren  wjis  not  an  eagle. 

"In   a    Latin  conversation   with  the    P^re 
cmich*,  at  the  house  of  Mrs,  Cholriiondely,  1  hear^ 
him   maintain  thf  •^'"•' 'i-^ir  i  .^i  Sr  u  >  i,    \,n 
over  ttW  foreign  i 
elo4]Uence  that  ftui  I  It 

l>eing  ohii-rvwi  to  Imn.  tlmi  a  lugc  loi  vwty  Uiinj 
Engiiith  prevailed  much  in  Francv  after  ]-«ird  Ch»t 
ham's  glorious  war,  he  SAid,  he  di<l  i 
for  that  we  had  drubbed  those  fello 
reverence  for  us,  and  that  their  n.n 
ret]uired  periodical  chs'ilisement. 

"Lord  Lyitclton's  Dinlugues"  he  deemed] 
gatory   performance.      *  That  man,'  ewid   In 
down  to  write  a  book,  to  tell  the  world  w| 
world  had  all  his  life  been  telling  bira.' 

*»  Somebody  obNcrving    ihut    the    Scotch 
landers,    in   the    year    17-I'>,  hi^d    imnlc    sur 
efforts,  cotisideriug  their  numerous  wants  ar 
ndvuntjiges;   '  Yts,  .Sir,' i;ud   he,  *  their  waul 
numerous  :  but  you  hove  not  mentioned  thci 
of  them  all  —  the  waiu  of  law."  ^ 

rtra  flmllsr  emivfr*a(l<in  took  rUee  (n  th« 
DuukU*.  H 
»  In 


that  thti 


coitif  ;irr<>t«  iru'ii 
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**  Speaking  of  the  inward  light,  to  which  some 
Mcthodifta  pretended,  he  said,  it  was  a  principle 
utterly  incompatible  with  social  or  ciTil  security. 
*  If  a  man,'  said  he,  *  pretends  to  a  principle  of  action 
of  which  I  can  know  nothing,  nay,  not  so  much  as 
that  he  has  it,  but  only  that  he  pretends  to  it ;  how 
can  I  tell  what  that  person  may  be  prompted  to 
do?  When  a  person  professes  to  be  governed  by  a 
written  ascertained  law,  I  can  then  know  where  to 
find  him.* 

■*  The  poem  of  Fingal,  he  sud,  was  a  mere  uncon- 
nected rhapsody,  a  tiresome  repetition  of  the  same 
images.  *  In  vain  shall  we  look  for  the  lucidua 
enio,  where  there  is  neither  end  nor  object,  design 
or  moral,  nee '  eeria  rteurrit  imago,* 

**  Being  afiked  by  a  young  nobleman,  what  was 

become  of  the  gallantry  and  military  spirit  of  the 

oM  English  nobility,  he  replied,  *  Why,  my  lord,  I'll 

tell  you  what  is  become  of  it :  it  is  gone  into  the 

I    city  to  look  lor  a  fortune' 

**  Speaking  of  a  dull,  tiresome  fellow,  whom  he 
,  chanced  to  meet,  he  said,  *  That  fellow  seems  to  me 
I  to  poncas  but  one  idea,  and  that  is  a  wrong  one.' 
I  "  Much  inquiry  having  been  made  concerning 
a  gentleman,  who  had  quitted  a  company  where 
I  Johnson  was,  and  no  information  being  obtained, 
I  at  fant  Johnston  observed,  that  *  he  did  not  care  to 
I  ipesk  ill  of  any  man  behind  his  back,  but  he  bc- 
I   lined  the  gentleman  was  an  attorney.* 

*  He  tipoke  with  much  contempt  of  the  notice 
taken  of  Woodhousc,  the  poetical  shoemaker.'  He 
laid.  It  was  all  vanity  and  childishness ;  and  that 
such  objects  were,  to  those  who  patronised  them, 
mere  mirrors  of  their  own  superiority.  *  They  had 
better,*  said  he,  *  furnish  the  man  with  good  imple- 
ments for  his  trade,  than  raise  subscriptions  for  his 
poemiL  He  nuiy  make  an  excellent  shoemaker, 
but  can  never  make  a  good  poet.  A  schnolboy's 
neroae  may  be  a  pretty  thing  for  a  schoolboy ; 
but  it  M  no  treat  for  a  man.* ' 

"  Speaking  of   lioctius  who  was  the  favourite 

vntcr  of  the  middle  n;;cs  he  said,  it  was  very  sur- 

I  pming  that,   upon  such  a  subject,   and  in  such  a 

<ituation,    he  should    be   magix  philosophua   quam 

VhrirtianvJi. 

"Speaking  of  .Arthur  Murphy,  whom  he  very 

much  loved,  *  I  dun't  know,*  said  he,  *  that  Arthur 

,   un  be  classed  with  the  very  first  dramatic  writers  ; 

vet  at  present   I  doubt  much  whether  we  have  any 

thing  superior  to  Arthur.* 

**  Speaking  of  the  national  debt  he  ^id,  *  it  was 
an  idle  dream  to  suppose  that  the  country  could 
(ink  under  it.  Lot  the  public  creditors  be  ever  so 
clamorous,  the  interest  of  millions  must  ever  prevail 
over  that  of  thouMuds.^ 


'  Did  hr  not  Tarjr  the  phrane,  and  *Ay  ted  iixUvnd  »{  nrc, 
fw  tif  hjfd  ju«t  belorc  iiii|>iire(t  ai  blaini',  titat  there  was  a 
ttrmime  reinrrenci*  of  the  itaine  imafret  ?  —  rRoRsa. 

'  S^  am/i,  p.  17(1.  n.  3  Thrre  it  an  account  of  this 
pattLat  prodtgif,  as  he  wat  called,  in  the  Gentleman' »  Maga- 
tmf  tur  I7'.l.  p.  2faO.     lie  wai  brought  in:o  notice  by  Shen- 

aOG«.  .  CSOKEB. 

'  I  lujip*^  'no  treat^  to  bo  a  raiiprint  —  porhapi  fur 
'  wtOung:  ^C%n%.%: 

*  He  meant  evidentlj  that  if  the  lntpri>«t  ot millionth  \\\e 
emutrj  U  large  —  required  that  the  national  debt  khould  b«> 
ynjwi  off.  It  would  prevail  over  the  interest  of  thousandt  _ 
lat  boldcri  of  stock.  —  CRossa. 

*  Dr.  Benjamin  Kennicntt,  bom  in  171H,  A.  M.,  and 
Frilew  n(  Exeter  Collefre.  Oxford,  in  17V»,  and  I).D.  in  I7i;ri. 
—  kaflQg  di«tinguii»hMl  himself  liy  a  learned  ditsertatiun  on 
te  ttne  of  the  Hebrew  text  of  the  Uid  Toktament.  wan. 
lisitt  1759,  perausded  by  Archbishop  Seeker,  and  encou'-aged 


<*  Of  Dr.  Kennicott's  Collations  *,  he  observed, 
that  *  though  the  text  should  not  be  much  mended 
thereby,  yet  it  was  no  small  advantage  to  know 
that  we  had  as  good  a  text  as  the  most  consummate 
industry  and  diligence  could  procure.' 

"  Johnson  observed,  *  that  so  many  objections 
might  be  made  to  every  thing,  that  nothing  could 
overcome  them  but  the  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing. No  man  would  be  of  any  profession,  as 
simply  opposed  to  not  being  of  it ;  but  every  one 
must  do  something.' 

**  He  remarked,  that  a  London  parish  was  a  very 
comfortless  thing :  for  the  clergyman  seldom  knew 
the  face  of  one  out  of  ten  of  his  parishioners. 

"  Of  the  late  Mr.  Mallet  he  spoke  with  no  great 
respect  -.  said,  he  was  ready  for  any  dirty  job ;  that 
he  had  wrote  against  Byng  at  the  instigation  of  the 
ministry,  and  was  equally  ready  to  write  for  him, 
provided  he  found  his  account  in  it. 

'*  A  gentleman  who  had  been  very  unhappy  in 
marriage,  married  immediately  after  his  wife  died  : 
Johnson  said,  it  was  the  triumph  of  hope  over  ex- 
perience. 

*'  He  observed,  that  a  man  of  sense  and  education 
should  meet'  a  buitablc  companion  in  a  wife.  It 
was  a  miserable  thing  when  the  conversation  could 
only  be  such  as,  whether  the  mutton  should  be 
boiled  or  roasted,  and  probably  a  dispute  al)out  that. 

**  He  did  not  approve  of  late  marriages,  observing 
that  more  was  lost  in  point  of  time,  than  compen- 
sated for  by  any  possible  advantages.  Even  ill- 
assorted  marriages  were  preferable  to  cheerless 
celibacy. 

**  Of  old  Sheridan  he  remarked,  that  he  neither 
wanted  parts  nor  literature ;  but  that  his  vanity 
and  Quixotism  obscured  his  merits. 

'♦  He  said,  foppery  was  never  cured  ;  it  was  the 
bad  stamina  of  the  mind,  which,  like  those  of  the 
body,  were  never  rectified :  once  a  coxcomb,  and 
always  a  coxcomb. 

*'  lieing  told  that  Gilbert  Cooper  called  him  the 
Caliban  of  literature.  '  Well,'  said  he,  *  I  must  dub 
him  the  Punchinello." 

"  Speaking  of  the  old  Karl  of  Cork  and  Orrery, 
he  said,  '  Tliut  man  spent  his  life  in  catching  at  an 
object  (literary  eminence),  which  he  had  not  power 
to  grasp.' 

"  To  iind  a  substitution  for  violated  morality,  he 
said,  was  the  leading  feature  in  all  perversions  of 
relij^ion. 

"  lie  of^on  used  tu  quote,  with  great  pathuS} 
those  fine  lines  of  Virgil  :  — 

♦  Optima  qu.xque  dies  miseris  mortalilms  a?vi 
J'riniii  fugit ;  subvunt  niorbi,  tristisque  senectus, 
Kt  labor,  et  durie  rapit  inclementia  mortis."* 

by  a  larpe  KubM'riptinn,  to  undrrtake  a  collation  of  all  the 
llrlirew  MSS  ot  the  Old  Test.uncnt.  The  tir»t  volume  <if 
his  learned  lalxiur  wan,  however,  not  publlsheil  till  1776  ;  and 
the  tecond.  with  a  Rt-nernl  dissertation,  completed  the  work 
in  I7^3.  lli^  wai  Itadclitl'e  librarian,  and  canon  of  Christ 
('hurch  ;    in  which    cathedral    he  wai  buried  in   I7S3 — 

I'HOKha. 

••  Perhap»  a  mUprint  for  "  terk.'*—  Crokril 
7  John  OillNirt  ('iH>|>er,  Ksq.,  author  of  a  good  deal  of  proiie 
and  verkc,  but  bc«t  known  at  the  author  of  a  Life  iil  .Sm- 
crate*,  and  a  convequeut  dipputi>  with  Bifhop  Warburlon. 
('oi)|>erwns  in   |>er«(in  Nhort  and  »()ii.ib;  hence  JohuKun'* 
alluaion  to  Puwk.    He  died  in  17>%i.  —  Ckokeb. 
**      III  youth  alone  niihiiiiny  inorl.iU  live. 
Hut  ah  !  the  iniiihty  bliss  i»  fniritive. 
l)i',i-olounHl  sickncsf,  anxious  l.ibtnirs  come. 
And  age  and  death's  inevitalilc  doom. 

Gcor.  ilL  6N.  _  Drydra —  C. 
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**  Speaktiip  of  Homer,  whom  he  vcnerateil  as  the 
{>njicc  of  ptivU'.  .TuhuNon  remark c<i,  Umt  the  nrivicu 
given  to  l>iotnt.'d  '  hy  hW  father^  wbeii  lie  sent  hint 
to  the  I'mjan  war*  wtis  Uio  nohlvit  cxhoTttttum  tbfit 
couldl  be  in5tin('«;d  in  aiiy  tii^alheu  writer,  and  com- 
prised in  a  »mgle  line:  — 

which,  if  I  recollect  well,  U  tmrtfilntcd  by  Dr. 
Clarke  thus ;  —  trmfttr  npiKttre  pr<KMiaHti»»tma,  et 
mnnil'ui  aliis  anircnUcrr, 

"  He  observed,  •  It  wss  a  most  mortifying  re- 
flecitiott  fjr  nny  mun  to  c«»nKiiler,  ithat  he  had  dont, 
CU!npiirc<l  with  what  A*  mujht  hno^  rinint.* 

"  Hv  ^'u\  fetv  peoplo  had  intellectual  resoureec 
tulficicnt  lo  forej^o  the  pletuurcs  of  wine,  They 
could  uoi  otherwise  contrive  how  to  fill  the  Interval 
hvtween  diiioer  and  supper. 

**  He  went  with  me,  one  Sunday,  to  hear  my  old 
maxter,  Grej^ory  Sharpe ',  preach  at  the  Temple. 
Ill  the  prerMtory  prayer,  Sharpe  railed  ab<uit  tihrrfy, 
m  a  htcWitg  most  fervently  to  he  implored,  and  it5 
continuance  prayed  for,  Johnson  observed,  that  our 
liheriy  wnt  in  wo  sort  of  danger:  ^he  would  ha»e 
done  much  better  to  pray  a^in^t  our  ticentiauintst. 

"  One  evening  at  Mrs,  Montagu's,  where  a 
splendid  cnmpany  had  nssembled,  consistincr  of  the 
moKt  eminent  Itterury  characters,  t  thought  he 
«eenuHl  hl{;fhly  pleiuicd  with  tlic  re«pcct  and  atten- 
tion that  were  fhown  him,  and  asked  him,  on  our 
return  hoiuc»  if  he  was  not  highly  pratijied  hy  his 
*i»iL,  *  No,  Sir,'  mid  he,  *  not  highly  gratified;  yet 
I  do  not  recollect  to  have  passed  many  evenings 
with  fewrr  tiigectioni.' 

"  Tlicmgh  of  no  high  extraction  himself,  he  had 
much  respect  fur  birth  and  family,  espL^^iatly  among 
|adic$.  lie  wiltl,  'adventitious  accomplishmcnt'j 
may  Iw  pos^'^sed  by  all  ranks ;  but  one  may  easily 
dbtingui^h  the  t>om  ffcntUwoman.' 

"  He  sJiid,  •  the  poor  in  England  were  better  pro- 
vided for  thiin  in  any  other  country  of  the  same 
extent  r  he  did  not  mean  little  cantons,  or  petty 
republics.  Where  a  great  proportion  of  the  people,' 
said  he,  '  are  suffered  to  languinh  in  helpless  misery, 
that  country  must  be  ill  policed,  and  wretchedly 
governed:  a  decent  provi'^ion  fir  the  poor  is  the 
true  test  of  civiliiatiun.  Gentlemen  of  education/ 
he  oh^ierved,  •  were  pretty  much  the  *!»me  in  alt 
countnes  ;  the  condition  of  the  lower  orders*  the 
poor  es^pccinlly,  was  the  true  mark  of  national  Jis- 
crimination.* 
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**  When  the  com  hiws  were  in  agitation  in  Ire* 
land,  by  which  thet  country  ha*  been  enabled  not 
only  lo  feed  itself,  but  to  export  corn  (o  »  large 
amount.  Sir  TtiomaA  Itobinson  ob>ervcd,  that  lho*e 
laws  might  be  prejudicial  lo  llie  corn-i^ade  of 
England.  *  Sir  Tbomiur,'  **iul  he,  •  you  ttlk  the 
language  of  a  savage  :  what,  Sir,  would  you  prvvcnt 
any  people  from  feeding  thetn&elvett  if  by  «uy  bvnoi 
means  they  can  do  it?' 

•*  It  being  mentioned,  that  Gorrick  oasiited  Dr. 
Browne*,  the  author  of  the  *  Estimate'  in  some 
dramatic  composition,  *  No,  Sir/  said  Johnson  ;  *he 
would  no  more  suffer  Garrick  to  write  a  line  m  las 
play,  than  be  would  suffer  him  to  mount  ht*  pnlpii-* 

*'  Speaking  of  Burke,  he  &itd  '  li  was  eotitnuuil  j 
observed  he  »pokc  too  often  in  parliament  i  but  no* 
body  could  say  he  did  not  speak  well,  Lhou^  tOO 
fre<]ucntly  and  too  familiarly.'* 

**  Speaking  of  economy,  he  remarked,  ic  waa 
hardly  worth  while  to  save  aniitouHly  twenty  pouiti)* 
a  year.  If  a  man  could  save  to  that  degree,  ati  «• 
to  enable  him  to  aiisume  a  diflerent  rank  in  socivty* 
then,  indeed,  it  might  amwer  Mime  purpose, 

"  He  observed,  a  principal  fiource  of  erroneoua 
judgment  was  viewing  things  partially  and  only  uii 
OM  fide ;  a%  for  instance, /orfMaf-Aanffrt,  when  ihry 
contemplated  the  fortunes  tiwfltf  and  teporuttiy,  it 
was  a  dazzling  nnd  tempting  object;  but  wheu  tlicj 
came  to  posse»>s  the  wive«  and  their  fortunes  m^tthtr, 
they  began  to  suspect  they  had  not  made  quite  to 
good  a  bargain. 

"  Speaking  of  the  late  Dtike  of  Northunnberlttid* 
living  very  magnificently  when  I^rd  Licuteiutfil  of 
Ireland,  stnnehody  renmrkeil.  it  would  he  difficult 
to  iind  a  suitable  succe^or  to  bim  :  '  Hien,*  ev^ 
claimed  Johnson,  *Ae  it  tmiif  Jit  to  tutcftd  himifJ/-' 

"  He  advised  me,  if  posaibte,  to  have   a   good 
orchard.     He  knew,  he  said,  a  clergyman  of 
income,  who  brought   up  a  fMinily  very  repul 
which  he  chieHy  fed  with  app!e  dumplings.  ^ 

*'  He  said  he  had  known  several  good  scl 
among  the  Irisih  gentlemen  ;  but  sciiircely  an] 
them  correct   in  quantity^     He  extended  the  same 
obBervation  to  Scotland. 

"  Speaking  of  a  certoin  prelate  *,  wlio  ea< 
himielf  very  laudably  in  building  churvhes  anil  { 
sonage  houttcs ;  *  however,'  said  he,  *  I  do  not 
thnt   he  is  esteemed  a  man  (i(  much  pi 
leanung,  or  a  liberal  patron  of  it ;  -    ■ 
where  »  manpos!ie:ssesuny«ircing  |>n*ii 
Few   have  all   kinds  of  merit   Lwhu  .  ii 


*  Mr.  Burke  cant^*  Inio  pwrli. 

dfliUfhtef  of  AlKf-ntuTL  InU  l>ii 
bccattnp  tecnnd  Eorl  of  N«»rUi 
waa  Lord  Liriitonaril  of  tr<l 
crf»Atpd  a  duke  in  iTIifi.     1 
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elianeter.  We  must  not  examine  matters  too  deeply. 
No,  Sr,  tiftdlible  being  wiU  fail  §omewAert.* 

•*  Talking  of  the  Irish  clergy,  be  said, '  Swift  was 
m  man  of  great  parts,  and  the  instrument  of  much 
good  to  h\%  country.  Berkeley  was  a  profound 
acholar,  as  well  as  a  man  of  fine  imagination  ;  but 
Usher,*  he  said,  *  was  the  great  luminary  of  the 
Irish  diurch  :  and  a  greater,*  he  added,  *  no  church 
eoold  boast  of;  at  least  in  modern  times.' 

**  We  dined  tite^-tite  at  the  Mitre,  as  I  was  pre- 
paring to  return  to  Ireland,  after  an  absence  of 
many  years.     I  regretted  much  leaTing  I^ndon, 
where  I  had  formed  many  agreeable  connections : 
'  Sir.*  said  he,  *  I  don't  wonder  at  it :  no  man,  fond 
of  letters,  leaves  London  without  regret.     But  re> 
member.  Sir,  you  have  seen  and  enjoyed  a  great 
deal ;  —  you  have  seen  life  in  its  highest  decorations, 
and  the  world  has  nothing  new  to  exhibit.    No  man 
is  so  well  qualified  to  leave  public  life  as  he  who 
has  long  tried  it  and  known  it  well.   We  are  always 
hankering  after  untried  situations,  and  imagining 
I   gn«ter  felicity  from  them  than  they  can  afford. 
No,  Sir,  knowledge  and  rirtue  may  be  acquireil  in 
■11  countries,  and  your  local  consequence  will  make 
you  some  amends  for  the  intellectual  gratifications 
you  relinquiah.*      Then  he  quoted  the  following 
liacs  with  great  pathos :  — 

***  He  who  has  early  known  the  pomps  of  state, 
(For  things  unknown  't  is  ignorance  to  con- 
demn ;) 
And  after  having  view'd  the  gaudy  bait. 
Can  boldly  say,  the  trifle  I  conU^mn  ; 
With  radi  a  one  contented  could  I  live, 
Contented  could  I  die.'^ 

*  He  then  took  a  most  affecting  leare  of  me ; 
■id,  he  knew  it  was  a  point  of  duty  that  called  me 
•vty.  _<  We  shall  all  be  sorry  to  lose  you,*  said 
I  he:  *  btmdo  tamen: '* 


>  Bnofe  iletiroui  to  traco  those  ver»i>i  to  tho  foimtMin  head, 
aftrr  havinir  In  vain  turned  ovrr  sevrr.il  of  our  older  poott 
•tb  tliF  hope  of  liRhtiriK  on  thrm.  I  applii^  to  Dr.  Maxwell, 
tow  reiidpot  at  Both,  for  thr  purpose  of  atcertaiiiing  their 
athor:  but  that  rratleman  could  fumiih  no  aid  on  thii 
tnantoa.  .\c  Iragth  the  line*  have  been  ditcoTerrd  by  the 
iMbor**  wvond  son.  Mr.  Jainei  Botwell.  in  the  I.oDdon 
XaiBsioe  for  July  1732,  where  they  form  part  of  a  pnero  on 
Bnireni^nt.  there  published  anonymously,  but  in  fact  (as  he 
^trrBards  found)  ropted.  with  some  slight  variationsi.  from 
cae of  Walsh's  »maller  poems,  entitled  *'  The  Kctireniint ;  " 
tad  they  exhibit  another  proof  of  what  ha«  been  eUcwhere 
ebterred  by  the  author  ni  the  work  before  us,  that  Johnson 
Rtiioed  In  hU  memory  fraimients  of  obncure  or  neglected 
pwlrj.  In  qu^King  verses  of  that  description,  he  appears  by 
ailigbt  deTiation  to  have  «ometime»  given  them  a  moral  turn, 
sad  to  hare  drxterouslv  adapteii  them  to  his  own  sentiments, 
vfaere  the  original  had  a  venr  different  tendency.  Thu«,  in 
tke  present  Instance  (as  Mr.  J.  Boswell  observes  to  me),  "  the 


■Bthor  of  the  poem  above  mentioned  exhibits  him»elf  as 
iM«ing  retired  to  tht>  amntry.  to  avoid  the  vain  follies  of  a 
laisnliCe.  —  ambition,  avarice,  and  the  pur«uil  of  pleasure, 
coDlrastrd  with  the  rnj<iyment«  of  the  country,  and  the 
drUibtfulcaaversation  that  the  brooks,  Ac.  furnish  ;  which  he 
balds  to  be  inAnitely  more  pleasing  and  instructive  than  any 
which  towns  afford.  He  is  then  led  to  nmsider  theweaknr«s 
•f  the  human  mind,  and.  after  lamenting  that  he  (th>>  writer.) 
who  is  neither  entlaved  by  avarice,  ambition,  or  pleaaure, 
Ittsyet  made  himself  a  slave  to  Lnnr,  he  thus  proceotis :  — 

'  If  this  dire  pasiUm  n<>ver  will  be  gone. 

If  beauty  always  must  my  heart  enthral, 
O.  rather  let  me  W  contined  by  un^, 
Tbdn  madly  thus  become  a  riave  to  all : 
*  One  sfAu  kaM  early  knovn  the  pomp  ofttali 

{FurtkintM  mmkmotm  'tit  ignoruncfto  cundemm), 
dwk.ajUr  mmring  rfftr'd  Ikt  garuly  bait. 
Cam  coldly  tay,  the  tnfie  I  cvtUtmni 


CHAPTER  XXV. 
1771. 

"  Pamphlet  on  FalAlaneTM  I»landa.** —  Gwrgt  Gren- 
vitte.  — Junius.  —  Detign  of  bringing  Joknum  into 
Parliament.  —  Mr.  Strahan.  —  Lord  North.  — 
Jlfr.  Flood.  —  BoBweWe  Marriage.  —  Figit  to 
Lichfield  and  Athbonrne.  —  Dr.  Beattie.  —  Lord 
Monboddo. —  St.  Kitda.  —  Scots  Church,  —  Second 

Sight.  —  The   Thirty-nine  Articles Thirtieth 

of  January.  —  Royal  Marriage  Act.  —  Old  Fa' 

mifles.  —  Mimiekry.  —  Foote.  —  Afr.  Peyton 

Origin  of  Languages.  —  Irish  and  Gaelic.  — 
Flogging  at  Schools.  —  Lord  Mansfidd,  —  Sir 
Gilbert  EUiot. 

In  1771  he  published  another  political  pam- 
phlet, entitled  **  Thoughts  on  the  late  Trans- 
actions respecting  Falkland*8  Islands,*'  in  which, 
upon  materials  furnished  to  him  by  ministry, 
and  upon  general  topics,  expanded  in  his  rich 
style,  nc  successfully  endeavoured  to  persuade 
the  nation  that  it  was  wise  and  laudable  to 
suffer  the  question  of  richt  to  remain  un- 
decided, rather  than  invcSve  our  country  in 
another  war.  It  has  been  suggested  by  some, 
with  what  truth  I  sliall  not  take  upon  me  to 
decide,  that  he  rated  the  consequence  of  those 
islands  to  Great  Britain  too  low.  But  however 
this  may  be,  every  huiQane  mind  must  surely 
applaud  the  earnestness  with  which  he  averted 
the  calamity  of  war ;  a  calamity  so  dreadful, 
that  it  is  astonishing  how  civilised,  nay, 
Christian  nations,  can  deliberately  continue  to 
renew  it.     His  description  of  its  miseries,  in 


*  In  her  blest  arms  contented  could  I  live. 

Contented  could  I  die.    Hut  O,  my  mind. 
Imaginary  scenes  of  bliss  deceive 
^^'lth  hopes  of  joys  Impossible  to  find.* " 

Another  instance  of  Johnson's  retaining  in  his  memory 
verses  by  obs«'ure  authors  is  given  pott,  Aug.  27.  1773. 

In  the  autumn  of  1782,  when  he  was  at  Brighthelmstone, 
he  frequently  accompanied  .Mr.  Philip  Metcalfe  in  his  chaise, 
to  take  the  air ;  and  the  conversation  in  one  of  their  excur. 
kions  happening  to  turn  on  a  celebrated  blstorian,  [no 
doubt  Gibb«)n].  since  deceased,  he  reix>ated,  with  great  pre-, 
cision,  some  verses,  as  very  characteristic  of  that  gentleman. 
These  furnish  another  proof  of  what  has  been  above  ob. 
served  ;  lor  they  are  found  In  a  very  obscure  quarter,  among 
some  an'inymous  poems  appenile<|  to  the  second  volume  of 
a  collection  frequently  printed  by  Lintut,  under  the  title 
of  "  I'upe's  Miscellanies : "  — 

"  See  how  the  wand'ring  Danul>e  flows, 
Uealmt  and  religions  parting ; 
A  friend  to  all  true  chri>tian  foes. 
To  Peter,  Jack,  and  Martin. 

"  Now  Protestant,  and  Papist  now, 
Not  constant  Wing  to  ejther. 
At  length  an  intidel  doek  grow. 
And  ends  hii  Journey  neither. 

"  Thus  many  a  vouth  I  've  known  set  out. 
Half  Protestant,  half  Papist, 
And  rambling  long  the  world  about. 
Turn  infidel  or  atheist." 

In  reciting  these  verses,  I  have  no  doubt  that  Johnson  sub> 
stituled  some  word  for  infidel  [perhapH  MiujH/mais]  in  the 
second  siania.  to  avoid  the  disagreeable  repetition  of  the 
same  expression.  -•  Malonb. 
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this  pojopblet,  h  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of 
cloijuence  in  the  Engli*!i  littiguaffc.  Upon  this 
octcosionH,  too,  WQ  find  John»on  lashing  the  party 
in  opposition  with  un hounded  severity,  and 
making  the  fullest  use  of  what  he  evt<r  ri^ekoned 
n  roost  effect util  argumcntntive  instriinii^nt, — 
42Dntempt,  His  chara«;ter  of  iheir  very  able 
myaterioiis  chftrapion,  Junius,  is  executed  willi 
all  the  farcii  of  his  genius,  und  finished  with  the 
highest  care.  He  $<!ein3  to  hitvc  exulted  in 
salljing  forth  to  single  combat  ugainst  the 
bousted  mid  fomiidahlu  hero,  who  bade  defiance 
to  ** pri n ci pal i ties  and  powers,  and  the  rultrs 
of  this  world."  ^ 

This  pamphlet,  it  XB  observable,  was  softened 
in  one  particular,  after  the  first  edition;  for 
the  conclusion  of  Mr.  George  Grenville^a  cha- 
racter atood  thus  :  '*  Let  hiiu  not,  however^  be 
deprceiflted  in  his  grave.  He  had  powers  not 
universally  poifssessod :  could  he  have  enforced 
payment  of  ihe  Manilla  mnsoin,  he  tould  hare 
counted  it*''  Which,  instead  of  retaining  its 
sly  sharp  |»oiot,  wiLs  reduced  to  a  mere  tlat  un- 
meaning expression,  or,  if  I  raay  use  the  word, — 
truism  ;  *'  He  had  powers  not  universally  pos- 
sessed :  and  if  he  same  times  ejTed,  be  was  like- 
wise sometimes  right." 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTOK 

"  Mmrchafl.  mi. 

'•  Dearh  Sill,  —  Aftflr  much  lingLTinpr  of  my  own, 
■nd  much  of  tlm  ministry,  T  haie,  at  lengthy  got 
out  my  pajiL'r,  Hut  dt^Uy  is  not  yet  at  an  eDcl,K 
Not  mjiny  Imd  been  di^pefftcd,  before  I^rd  North 
ordered  the  sale  to  stop.  His  n^Asons  I  do  not 
di'fthictiy  know^  You  may  try  to  Knd  them  in  the 
pt'TuxaL  Before  hi*  ordi^rp  a  iufHeicnt  number 
were  dispersed  to  do  all  the  mischief,  though, 
perhaps  not  to  m;Lke  all  the  sport  thnt  might  be 
expected  from  it. 

"  &ion  afler  your  departure,  t  bad  the  pleasure 


I  M«  often  («)-■  Mn,  Fldtfl)  dptlifhtHl  hli  imaKln«tiflin 
with  the  thoughti  ai  hiiviajf  deitniy^  Jutdui.     One  At,y  I 

frDitt  v^m^E  |ipr»Dn  wha  IhkAil  pfiflLed  and  ilirc-ctod  it  canrruily, 
but  irUli«at  menllaitjng:  wlteuce  Ic  c.ime>  Mr^  Tlirnlp.  de- 
ilroiu  to  Itnflw  wha  Un?y  were  ubll^Dd  lo,  aslifd  prcry  inend 
u  they ciuiip  til,  bhjt  ntiboiljr  owne^t  it,  "  Depend  upon  \\, 
Sir,"  uyi  JuhnioRt  "It  wai  fPiil  by  Junm*-''  ^  Cdqkeii. 

■  ProUalily  4  CJiirt!.  in  ■likll  Mr.  I^ngtan  wai,  and  hU 
fkoiEly  |J>  I  bfrlff^f  D,  iUII  {ntrr'-stol.  Wbat  the  clatig«r  wu  ll 
out  im«  THnllFclfd,  —  Ckokkk. 

3  Mr.  If^gUHi  in«rrf<«<V.  May  'i^.  1770,  Jaup  Lloyd,  vtildw 
nf  Jolin,  i^ijflith  Earl  of  Itntbn*,  who  died  in  J7G7.  —  Malokk. 
It  watf  Mr.  CbilmfT*   (oUI  pftt'.  9  «ayinf!  about   ihiit  timi^, 

badi/  marrtii  a  CifttM-fff  DotJ' n^tr  tj^  Huthtt*  "  Ami  iherH 
wcru.  111  rtictjflixmt  UVl.  tbrei'  iBditrigC  tkiat  name  married 
ta  ieci»iiLl  iiutticiniis.  Miirv  IJfiyd.  ninrri^  t*  Mr.  Laiiftun; 
Janr  Maltkand,  tildow  nf  Juhn^  iiUitfi  V^axX  at  Ftolh^^e,  ir.irri<'d 
tli«  ttoiiuLimbie  p.  M*iOand,  ffvitiiLh  ittn  of  ibr  i\%ih  Rirl  at' 
LjHudrrdiile  ^  mnd  Lady  June  L«>li(*,  Cuuntcti  of  Ruihei, 
iridtiw  oC  Jul] It  Rjiyi  Ettniid  Eteijiii,  l^tq.,  ri;marrled  to  Uir 
Lutju  Pem't.  >— CiiuittR. 

*  Tb*  flemiU  or  W*rk*ortii  i  Landon,  1771,  Ho.— 
p.  'CtrfiNinQfiAir. 

*  It^rrt  Kiiurdt,  sti  Irl»h  eii?ntl^mMn>  *bo  mjntrlipd  the 
fttilrr  unit  brin-is  !>r  Hrcfrptarj  L^r*:^i.  Htr  wu  cri'ittrd,  la 
ITCTt  lUron  Nujrent  atiti  ViM:»LiTil  L-larP,  and  In  1777,  Fart 
Nugrnt.  IIU  w\f  daughtk-r  miU-riihd  thv  firit  Mhrcuii  of 
Bucklnjllam^  on  whom'  ftn:ood  iou  tTiP  iLllf'of  HarnEi  Nn^vnt 
difolvrJ.  lAttA  Nudcnt  *rnti-  ttnnv  {i>iHf  ami  ii|;hl  ^|^t;«tp 
which  had  iinne  mrrh  and  a  fe^real  vo^ue.  He  dknl  In  1  r^. 
G'liiUmkth  addfi-ii«d  tn  tilm  li'i  li*ply  vfrt^'t  tjAVvA  "  TiiB 
llauiuJi  of  Vetiljon."    Tiie  cluractcrt  OJLbibilcd  la  Uili  i>lera' 


of  fl tiding  all  (he  danger  piut  with  which  your 
navigation  was  threoU^aed.'  I  hope  nothing  hap- 
pens at  home  to  abate  yuur  «&turactian ;  but  that 
Lady  Rothes ',  and  Mrs.  L^ngtoii  and  the  young 
bdiex.  Are  all  wtll. 

**  I  was  lust  nii^ht  at  the  Club.  Dr.  Percy  ha* 
written  a  long  ballad^  in  manyjW*;  it  is  pretty 
enough.  He  hsA  priuted,  and  will  Aooa  publiish  It- 
Go  Idismilh  h  at  ilath.  with  I^rd  Cbre,'  At  Mr, 
TJirale's,  whore  I  am  now  writing,  all  are  wdl,  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  humble  aervantf 

^'  Sam,  Jott  »«>!*."• 

Mr.  Strahan,  tie  printer,  who  hmi  been  long 
in  intimacy  with  Johnson,  in  the  course  of  his 
literary  laboun*,  who  was  at  once  hii  friendly 
agent  m  receivin«j  hisf  i^iensiou  for  him,  and  hii 
banker  in  supplying  him  with  money  when  he 
wanted  it;  who  waa  himself  now  a  niember  of 
parliament,  and  who  loved  mueb  to  be  em* 
ployed  in  political  negotiation;  thought  he 
should  do  eminent  serrine,  botJi  to  govern- 
ment and  Johnson,  if  he  could  be  the  meani}  of 
hia  getting  a  scat  in  the  Hous«  of  Commons. 
With  thJH  view,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  "^^  of  which  he  ^ve 
ine  a  copy  in  his  own  baiidwriting,  which  w  as 
follows : — 

MR.   STHAHAN  TO  * 

"  New  Street,  Uatrh  30.  1771, 
"  Si  a,  —  You  will  iNiJfily  recollect,  when  I  hud 
the  honour  of  waiting  upoti  you  wme  time  ago,  I 
took  the  liberty  to  ob^ierye  to  you,  that  Dr.  Johoiion 
would  make  &n  ntelli^nt  figure  in  the  HoUJse  of 
Ciimnions,  and  beirtily  wished  he  had  a  seat  there. 
My  reujsons  are  brteAy  thesic: 

"  I  know  his  perft-et  good  aflWtion  to  hi*  Ma- 
icsty  and  his  government,  which  I  aim  certain  he 
whhes  to  support  by  every  means  in  his  power. 

"  He  possesses  a  great  share  of  nmnly,  nerTOUii, 
and  ready  eloquuuce ;    is  quiek  m  discerning  the 


are  vdtt  roTnlc,  and  *fn  no  doubt  drawn  from  nature  i  Imt 
Golclidillh  tiught  to  bsve  corifrif^^d  thu  he  had  tHirrovc^ 
the  |ile«  iod  lome  ijf  tli*  dctMl*  tram  Btitlcanj.-*  CaoKKa. 

>  One  evrnltif .  jn  tbt>  oratorji)  leasion  of  1771,  Mr.  Juhnton 
went  wllb  Mn.  Tbrali^  to  Cnvi-nt  GarcTen  :  an*i  though  lie 
wu  for  the  ntoit  part  an  riicrfdliiji:  iMid  [«la)fhQu««'  e^smptk- 
nioo,  »i  bit  l«*riOQ  drew  people '<  o^ci  upon  tbp  boK,  and  tha 
iDtidneu  of  liii  waltt  madA  n  dlffimll  to  hear  unybo^;  (Hit 
hImKlf.  )ie  iH  iiuipriftinifly  quivl,  Uid  th^  flntteriMf'  h«ri«il 
that  he  wai  Ij^tenin^  to  tlnr  muilc.  Wbpn  llicf  (tot  home, 
however,  he  rivaled  tbeH  vcsne*.  wlikh  h«  uUi  b*  bait 
ttude  at  the  oratorlu .  — 

IN  THE  A  ma 

Tertil  terio  qu  liter  ortii?  luitH, 
Quid  tlfiealrm^n  tibi,  CriiiHf,  jTOinpa  ! 
Qtuun  deci't  cunui  miiu  llttfnliii 

Sera  vpluplai  [ 
Tune  mnlrpri  Adilmi  eanoriF? 
Tme  cai>loruin  moduli!  ituperis  ? 
Tciir  per  pictAit  OCUld  rirganle. 

Curricrt  tannat  ? 
Inter  equal««,  line  f*lle  lilier, 
Codteet,.  rt'i  iludiotiu,  inter, 
Hoctlui  rliet ;  iiii  .^nU^tt^  partiat 

(iaudla  g;ratu4< 
l.uitbut  f!;BUdet  pwt  oliotla, 
Lu^ii*  nblit^tii.t  J  uifeiKni  theatT!, 
At  Wldi  duio  lai^ivnltr  utl 

TeinpDire  re«lat.  ^  CaoiJ 

T  ThP  wcTftarJei  nt  the  Treaiurf^  at  tbli  time,  nerta 
Grnj  Coopirr  and  Janus  Wut,  E4q.  —  t^DOOa. 
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itrmgth  and  weakness  of  an  argument ;  can  express 
himself  with  clearness  and  precision,  and  fears  the 
bee  of  no  nuui  aliTe.  I 

**  His  known  character,  as  a  man  of  extraordinary  | 
wnse  and  unimpeached  virtue,  would  secure  him  j 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  could  not  fail  to  ' 
give  him  a  proper  weight  there. 

**  He  is  capable  of  the  greatest  application,  and 
can  undergo  any  degree  of  labour,  where  he  sees  it 
neceaary,  and  where  his  heart  and  affections  are 
stronj>ly  engaged.  His  Majesty's  ministers  might 
therdbre  securely  depend  on  his  doing,  upon  every 
proper  occasion,  the  utmost  that  could  be  expected 
from  him.  llicy  would  find  Iiiin  ready  to  vindi- 
cate such  measures  as  tended  to  promote  the 
stability  of  government,  and  resolute  and  steady  in 
carrying  them  into  execution.  Nor  is  any  thing 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  supposed  impetuosity 
of  his  temper.  To  the  friends  of  the  king  you  will 
find  him  a  lamb,  to  his  enemies  a  lion. 

**  For  these  reasons  I  humbly  apprehend  that  he 
vould  be  a  very  able  and  useful  member.  And  I 
will  venture  to  say,  the  employment  would  not  be 
diaagreeable  to  him ;  and  knowing,  as  I  do,  his 
Mroog  affection  to  the  king,  his  ability  to  serve 
him  in  that  capacity,  and  the  extreme  ardour  with 
wfaicb  I  am  convinced  he  would  engage  in  that 
■erviee,  I  must  repeat,  that  I  wish  most  heartily  to 
■te  him  in  the  House. 

**  If  you  think  this  worthy  of  attention,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  take  a  convenient  opportunity  of 
mentioning  it  to  Lord  North.  If  his  lordship 
should  hapinly  approve  of  it,  I  shall  have  the 
ntisbetioo  of  having  been,  in  some  degree,  the 
humble  instrument  of  doing  my  country,  in  my 
optnioD,  a  very  essential  service.  I  know  your 
fruod-nature,  and  your  zi.-al  for  the  public  welfare, 
will  plead  my  excuse  for  givin;^  you  this  trouble. 
I  am,  with  the  greate^t  respect.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant, 

♦*  William  Stbahax." 

This  recommendation,  we  know,  was  not 

cfl«.'ttial;   but  how,  or  for  what  reason,  ean 

orjy  be  conjectured.'     It  is  not  to  l>e  believed 

that  Mr.  Srrahan  would  have  ai)plied,  unless 

!  J(^<un  had  approved  of  it.     1  never  heard 

!  him  mention  the  subjec;t ;  but  at  a  later  ])eriod 

',  <>f  hia  life,  when  Sir  Joshua  Keynolds  told  him 

that  Mr.  Edmund  liurke  had  ti:iid,  that  if  he 

'  had  come  early  into  parliament,  he  certainly 

I  would  have   been  the  jjreatest   si)oakt;r  that 

ever  was  there,  .Iohn:4on  exclaimed,  "  1  should 

like  to  try  iiiy  hand  now." 


-M  *'^'^'*  *''"'  "'  ^^'^^  ^''"  Thral*' ma«U' a  like  attempt. 
"Mr.  TtiTJili',  a  man  ol  slow  roncfptioni,  hut  of  a  »ound 
i'Mlimeni,  ci>t«Tt4tninl  a  ili'*igii  of  btinKtuR  Juhiiton  iiiio 
paniiinntt.  We  mii-t  nupiiinp  tliat  lip  had  pri'TloiuIy  do- 
trrainitid  !•>  furriMh  him  with  a  li-Kal  qualification,  niul  Jotiti- 
ton.  It  ii  riTtain.  wa«  willing  to  accept  the  trust.  Mr. 
Tnnl.-  had  two  moeiiiigt  with  the  mliilKtor,  who.  at  first, 
■•nnH  im-lined  to  fiivl  blin  a  »oat ;  but,  wh(>tlier  »\^m  c»in- 
v^iaiirm  hi*  lioiilKol  hilt  (Itnpht  fur  liiii  pur|iow.  or  lh:it  hi- 
th»i«nlit  himti'll  in  no  nw-d  of  hi«  a**i»t!itif<»,  Un-  projoi-t 
Uii«\i.  JohiiMjn  w.-is  a  little  %ourf<l  .it  thiv  diMppointinrnt : 
■"I**-  of  I^ird  N<irlli  ill  term*  of  »«'verity." 

Lord  Stf»»<-ll  told  me.  that  it  wj»*  iindrrit'XMl  amongot 
JntWKKi'4  rririid*  lh.it  "  Ix»rd  North  was  afratd  tlial  J«ihn- 
•«%iflp{»s  he  htnis<>ir  Mid  of  Lord  <'hrtlerfleld'»)  miizhl 
•arc  UvQ  iometiini>«  fmAarrfTfjMX-"  '*  Ile|*rhHp»  thoiij;ht, 
«>*  OKt  iinreavFiial>ly."  addeti  l.«jrd  Slowell.  "  tliat.  lilie  the 
•*TJ*QI  ill  the  iMttle.  he  was  <iuite  as  lik<>ly  to  traiiiple  down 
ail  friHidi  a>  hb  fij««."    Tlii*.  and  perhajik  kuiuc  di*Mti«- 


factioii  with  Lord  North,  conc^niing  tlif>  Falkland  Uland* 
pamphlet,  may.  as  Hawkin*  tuggeMs,  have  given  Johiitou 
that  ditllke  that  he  certainly  felt  tuwardi  Lord  North. 
—  Croker. 

a  Dr.  KIppiv  however.  (flioK.  lint.  art.  "J.  Cillwrt 
Cooper."  p.  'J6().  n.  new  e«lit.  1  vayi.  that  he  "  onre  heard 
Dr.  Johnson  ipeak  in  the  Society  of  Artv  and  Maiiiiractiin>*, 
U[)on  a  kiiliject  relative  to  mechanic*,  with  a  pronriely,  ner- 
fPiiMiity,  and  energy,  which  e&cited  general  .admiration.  '  — 
MALUMk.  I  c.-innot  give  rrciiit  to  Dr.  Kinpit's  account  against 
Johnson's  own  statement,  vouched  by  Litrd  .Stowell  and  Mr. 
Hamilton;  but  even  if  we  cmild.  die  s|ieech  in  lli«  Societj 
of  Arts  wa»  nutest  ofwliat  Jolinson  might  have  been  able  to 
do  in  parliament ;  and  it  may  bo  »(i8pect«-d  that,  at  the  ago  of 
sixty-two,  ho.  with  all  his  talenti,  would  have  fAlled  to 
lu-quire  that  pecuii.ir  tad  and  deatority.  withmit  which  even 
great  abiliti>'a  do  not  succeed  In  that  very  lasddiuiis  assem- 
bly. —  C-HOKLR. 


It  has  been  much  agitated  among  his  friends 
and  others,  whether  he  would  have  been  a 
powerful  Hpeaker  in  parliament,  had  he  been 
orought  in  when  advanced  in  life.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  his  extensive  knowled^, 
his  quickness  and  force  of  mind,  his  vivacity 
and  richness  of  expression,  hb  wit  and  humour, 
and  above  all,  his  [xiignancy  of  sarcasm,  would 
have  had  a  great  eilect  in  a  popular  assembly ; 
and  that  the  magnitude  of  his  figure,  and 
striking  peculiarity  of  hi*  manner,  would  have 
aided  the  eiTect.  But  I  remember  it  was  ob- 
served by  Mr.  Flood,  that  Johnson,  having 
been  long  used  to  sententious  brevity,  and  the 
short  flights  of  conversation,  might  have  failed 
in  that  continued  and  expanded  kind  of  argu- 
ment, which  is  requisite  in  stating  complicated 
matters  in  public  speaking ;  and,  as  a  proof  of 
this,  he  mentioned  the  supp<;sed  sjKMiches  in 
parliament  written  by  him  for  the  magazine,  | 
none  of  which,  in  his  oiiinion,  were  at  all  like  j 
real  debates.  The  opinion  of  one  who  was 
himself  so  eminent  an  orator,  must  be  alhtwinl 
to  have  great  weight.  It  was  confirmed  by 
Sir  William  Scott  [Lord  Stowell],  who  men- 
tioned, that  Johnson  ha<l  told  him  that  he  had 
several  times  tried  to  speak  in  the  Society  of 
Art^  and  Sciences,  but  "  had  found  he  could 
not  get  on."  *  From  Mr.  William  Gerard  Hamil- 
ton 1  have  heard,  that  Johnson,  when  observing 
to  him  that  it  was  ])rudcnt  for  a  man  who  had 
not  been  accustomed  to  speak  in  public,  to 
begin  his  speech  in  as  simple  a  manner  as  ^>08- 
sible,  acknowledged  that  he  rose  in  that  society 
to  deliver  a  8j>ecch  which  he  had  prepared; 
"  but,"  said  he,  "  all  my  flowers  of  oratory  for- 
sook me."  I  however  cannot  hel|>  wi.^hing, 
that  he  had  ^' tried  his  hand"  in  rarlinmeiit; 
and  I  wonder  that  ministry  did  not  make  the 
experiment. 

T  at  length  renewed  a  correspondence  which 
had  been  tt)o  long  discontinued :  — 

HOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"Edinlmrgh.  April  18.  1771. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir,  —  I  can  now  fully  understand 
those  intervals  of  silence  in  your  corres|K)ndcnce 
with  me,  which  have  often  given  me  anxiety  and 
imcj-sincHs ;  f<ir  allhuugh  I  am  conscioux  that  my 
veneration  and   love  for  Mr.  John.son  have  never  in 
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thtt  \ex\t  aVmicti,  yet  I  hnvc  defcried  for  almost  ii 
yciir  and  a  lialf  to  write  to  him." 

In  the  subsequent  port  of  thin  letter,  I  gave 
liltu  an  ftx'caiuit  of  my  coinfortabk'  liCe  n9  a 
marriud  man '  iin<l  a  lawyer  in  nractice  at  the 
Scotch  bur ;  itivited  him  to  Scotland,  iitid  pro- 
iiiii^ed  to  attend  him  to  the  Highlajidbt  and 
Hebridea. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Lon4on,  June  20. 177 1. 
"  Dk<4r  Sik* —  If  you  are  now  ahle  lo  com- 
prdiend  thut  I  might  neglect  to  write  without 
diTTitnution  uf  ofi^ction,  you  have  tau^^ht  me,  like* 
wincv  how  that  nepflect  may  be  uneasily  felt  without 
rcsentmenU  I  wished  fur  your  letter  a  long  lime, 
and  when  it  came.  It  nmply  recompensed  the  delay. 
I  never  whs  so  much  iiJensed  a*  now  wkh  your 
account  of  yourself;  and  nincerely  hope,  that 
between  iniblic  bu^inetui  improving  itudies,  and 
domestic  pleasures,  neither  melaneholj  nor  caprice 
wiU  find  ony  place  for  entrance.  Whatever 
phiU>»aphy  tniiy  determine  of  material  nature,  it  is 
certainly  true  of  intellectual  nature,  ihot  it  abhors  a 
vacuum  :  our  minds  cannot  l>e  empty  ;  and  evil 
will  brenk  in  upon  them,  if  they  are  not  pre-oecu- 
pied  by  good,  My  dear  Sir,  mind  your  studies 
mind  your  husine&s,  make  your  lady  happy,  and  be 
a^ood  Chriitian.     After  this, 


tritiitiam  it  metni 


'  Trmtct  pratcrttig  in  mart  Ctttieum 
'  PortUTt  ventii.'  • 

'•  If  we  perform  our  duty,  we  shall  he  safe  and 
steady.  '  Sire  prr,'  Sec.  whether  we  climb  the  Ili^h- 
londik^  or  are  to»&e<i  um<mg  the  Hebrides ;  and  I 
tiope  the  time  will  come  when  we  mity  try  our 
powers  l)oth  with  cVith  and  water.  1  s^ee  but  tittle 
of  Lord  Elibaak*  1  know  not  why  ;  perhaps  by 
my  own  feuh.  I  am  this  day  going  into  St!ifli»rd> 
shire  ami  Derbyshire  for  «iit  week*.*  I  am,  denr 
Sir,  your  mo^t  affectionate  and  most  bumble 
servant,  Saia.  Johnson." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MUa  THRALE. 

(Extract.) 

'•  Llchflold.  June  21.  1771- 
'*  Laitt  nt^lit  I  came  safe  to  LiehHeld  ;  this  day 
I  was  visited  by  Mrn.  Cobb,  Thit  afternoon  I 
went  to  Mn,  As^hton,  where  I  found  Mijn 
T[urton  ].  and  wjiited  on  her  home.  Miss  T[urtoii] 
weam  spcctacle<>>  and  can  hardly  climb  the  utiles. 
I  woa  not  tired  at  all,  either  last  night  or  to-day. 


>  Mr.  Borwell  hud  m.irT}»»d.    In  Nov^mlwr*  I7G0.  Mlw 

Margttret  Mri!itRomtirlr».  oi'itit  fnvnWy  nf  thf  Mr.rircr.mr-rff^  nf 

tetter   fTOIT! 

fnlr.1         ' 

•  »♦ All  srlrf  liod  «ar0 

OU^  tn  ttii*  wAitUiM  wlimiii  in  b«ar 

F4T  to  llio  trftHn  ii-tt.'    Uuf,  I.  aTi,  — >Ciiaa«-«. 

»  Patrlcit  Murrnf.  filth  i.prt|  KJjbAuk.    ll*  b*dl  btcn  m 


Her  dug  sm! 


MisH  Porter  im  very  kind  to  me. 
eats  are  all  well. 

'*  Aihbourti*,  July  jL  tm. 
"Last  Saturday  I  came  to  Aahboume — A«lu 
bourne  in  the  Peak.     Let  not  the  !*•  -  of 

the  Peak  terrify  you;   I  have  never  .  «'- 

berries  and  cream.     The  great  bull  l.r. .  ,.■.  m.^vjsc 
but  age.     I  hope  in  time  to  be  like  the  great  bull." 

••  Aihbourtie,  July  T.  1771. 
**  Poor  Dr.  Taylor  is  ilU  and  under  my  |;o\ern- 
meni, :  you  know  that  the  art  of  govcinment  is 
learned  by  obedience;  I  hope  I  can  govern  very 
tolerably.  The  old  rheumatiitm  is  come  again  tntn 
my  face  and  mouth,  but  nothing  yet  to  the  lum* 
bago  ;  however,  having  so  long  thought  it  gnne*  I 
do  not  like  its  return.  Miss  Porter  was  much 
pleased  to  be  mentioned  in  your  U'tter.  and  i»  ^urc 
that  I  have  tpoken  better  of  her  than  she  desi-ived. 
She  holds  that  lioth  Frank  and  hi*  master  arc  nmelt 
improved.  The  master,  she  aays,  is  not  lialf  no 
lonnffing  and  wnlif/y  as  he  was :  tb^e  wn*  tio  aucfa 
thing  last  year  as  getting  him  oti'his  chair.** 

"  Aihbourne,  Jutf  *,  1771. 
**  Dr.  Taylor  is  better*  and  is  gone  out  in  th« 
chaise.  My  rheumatism  is  better  too,  T  would 
have  been  glad  to  go  to  Hagley,  in  complianee 
with  Mr,  Lyttelton's*  kind  invitation,  for,  t)o«ide 
the  pleasure  of  his  company^  I  sliould  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  recollecting  past  times,  and  wander- 
ing per  monten  itoros*  el  Jlumina  nota^  of  recalling 
the  images  of  sixteen,  and  reviewing  my  conver- 
sations with  poor  Ford.'  But  this  ye«r  wJU  not 
bring  this  gratification  within  my  power.  I  pro^ 
mise<l  Taylor  a  month.  Every  thing  is  done  bcrv 
to  please  me ;  and  his  health  is  a  strong  rmmm 
against  desertion.*^  ] 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

In  LeiceUer  FiddM. 

•'  AihbyumB.  July  17.  177J..; 
"Dear    Sir,  ^  When    I    came    to    LiehAcI 
found  that  my  portrait*  liad  been  much 
and  much  admired.    Every  man  has  a  lurl 
to  appear  considerable  in  his  native  plac 
was  pleased  with  the  dignity  conferred 
testimony  of  your  regard, 

'*  Be  pleased,  therefore  lo  accept  the  thiinl 
Sir,  your  most  obliged,  and  most  humble  scrvj 
'*  Sam,   JoitjtKii 
**  Compliments  to  Mijas  Heynolda^** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  F.dtnlntrsh.  July  Y7. 13 
**  My    ocam    SiA,  —  The     bearer    of  this, 
Beattic,  professor  of  moral  philosophy  at  AbrrdocQt 


the  army,  airrt  vcrvrd  at  a  cntcmH  In  the  espMK^on  i 

rarthAg<»n.i  lis  171".     Ilf  *v,  x  Kinn  r,(  wir  «tid  tjklctit 

^  •    And    l|l«U 


<r<i-m  Kir 
uv\cvtL 

.   Mr.    V 

IJiiiL'.  H    U 
_  MflLMHK. 

land.— Ciw 

4,ui  by 

Ue\U 

in,  «tio  bvrd 

It  uf  bu  •fii 
near  Bagl 

It    ll 

Mia. 

Tin. 

At    thU 
HorUT 

tlte 

'       ,,r           1 

ll.  Jll 
now 

prtvperly 

tn  If)  Mifc* 
t<r  Itia  Du 

^T.62. 
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cmnn   ati   iiiiivt'rc 


ii  Hrctram  of  bdnf  introduevHi  to  your  acquaintance. 
Hi*  gm\H§  ail  '  '  M  '       r-  in  ihe  service 

of  irirttvp  uid  r  V  worLliy  ofit ; 

^id  t»  tic  lu-   -  i,i^..   w.,i.i,.  rit  diaractcT,  I 

hopv  jou  will  give  tum  •  favour  1 1:,    -.iifirion.      I 
•«ar  am,  &c,  J  *■^J^^  JUiiwittu" 

[XOHVSON  TO  MRa  THRALE. 

•'  Llcbfttld,  S«turd4j,  Ab«.  8.  im. 
'  my  month  with  Taylor,  t  cawc 
V,  leaving  him,  1  tliink,  in  a 
L-i.jii  oi  riuiui  not  v«?ry  iincummon,  at  once 
mmtry  M  njy  Htay,  ;iml  y^rievetl  at  my  departure. 
Mj  p4irim^  wm  t«  Jiavi.'  made  haste  to  you  and 
SkrrMiiuTn  ;  «mi  who  would  have  expected  that  I 
«liOcl'f  y^nrr^  Hrrn  itoppcd  by  Lucy?  Hearing  me 
to  tjike  uur  pUceih  she  told  me 
I  till  ttftvr  next  week.  I  thought 
rxiTij[jiT  ;  for  1  was  plea^scd  to  find  that  I 
Mftr  aiuJ  |ir(jiid  u(  sbuwtnf^  yf»u  that  I  do 
i!  .]iiic.u,t,  Lucy  is  likewise  a 
and  if  1  tuid  gone  witli- 
"i  very  sure  that  I  might 
re  U«a  tovicuiiiw  al  AAOtber  time.'*] 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON, 

At  Lanfkm* 

"  August  30. 1771. 

ftSUL— 1  am  lately  returned  from  Staf> 

mkI  tl^f(.r«<btre.     The  last  lettormtmtions 

ij  have  written  to  me  since  you 

n  I  t-     Of  these  two  I  never  bad 

you  loetitaimed  a  d«&ign   of 

i.nd»  in   coiMequence,   put   my 

joejni.j    t.r   I  iii^TOii   uut  (if  my   tlioughti.      My 

aramicr  waxidiiTtugii  are  now  oTcr,  and  I  am  cn- 

iPH   m  a  wry  great  work»  the  revision  of  my 

frum   which   I  know  not,  at  prcaent, 

bow  t J  ifL't  tmo^-o.     If  \t>n  have  observed,  or  been 

^ions,  you   wUl  do  me  a 

know  them. 

I  LN  ,i;  .,i,.iufkitted  youand 

,.  1^  i   il.i-..    i>  '-■,  kv   The  Queen 

■'      ^•"•■■:(.»nctv  yet 

I  hope, 

ViKftMH  tf>  ;>)thv4  how  highiy  I  value 

ton,  which  it  bi  my  pur- 
obey  at  ••>>jii  a>  1  ha*c  dtKcnguged  myjtelf. 
man  lime  I  »luU  hupc  to  livar  otteu  of  her 
every  day  Ijctter  twwn  und  better, 
Mr  ikat  yuti  have  Uith  the  Iiappiiiess,  whieh 
ia  irry  «n«*rely  wished,  by,  Sir,  your 
t»  and  moat  bumble  servant, 

**  Sam.  Johvsoii. 


I^^l  t^k_    fti.)! 


to  October  I  agRin  wrote  to  him,  thanking 

him  for  his  last  letter,  and  \m  obliging  rt»(?ep* 
tioQ  of  Mr.  Bt»fttlic  ;  informing  liini  that  I  had 
been  at  AJnwick  lately »  and  biul  good  account* 
of  him  from  Dr.  I'ercy.* 

[JOHNSON  TO  OARRICK. 

"  Strciithun^  Dec^  IJ.  ITTl. 

"  Dkar  Si%, — I  have  thought  upon  your  epitupli', 
but  without  much  effect.  An  epitaph  \a  no  eaxy 
thing. 

«  Of  your  three  stanxas,  Ibc  third  is  utterly  un- 
worthy  of  you.  The  fir^t  and  third  together  give 
no  discriminative  character.  If  the  finit  alone  were 
to  itand«  Hogarth  would  not  be  distinguished  from 
any  other  man  of  iniellectunl  eminenee.  Suppose 
you  worked  upon  eomething  like  thia : 

♦•  The  Hand  of  Art  here  torpid  lies 

That  truced  tlie  cMtential  form  of  Grace  -. 
Here  Death  has  closed  the  curious  eyes 
That  saw  the  manners  in  the  £ace. 

"  If  Genius  warm  thee.  Reader^  ftay, 
If  Merit  touch  thee,  shed  a  tear ; 
Be  Vice  and  DuIocks  Ikr  away  f 

Great  Hogarth's  honour 'd  dust  ishani.'* 

*•  In  your  second  stanxa,  jtitturetl  ntoral$  is  a 
beautiful  eJtpressiion,  which  I  would  wish  to  retain  ; 
but  lenm  and  mourn  cannot  stiind  for  rhymes.  Art 
and  nature  have  been  &een  together  loo  of^en.  In 
the  flntt  stanza  is  fttling,  in  the  mecund /ri^iL  Fr*t' 
ing  for  tenfUrnn*  or  trHtihility  is  a  Word  merely 
colloquial,  of  Ute  iutroducLiou.  noi  yet  '^urc  cnuugh 
of  it's  own  eiL'.tenee  to  cixuni  a  place  upon  a  «tuue. 
Iftkau  hoMt  neither^  i*  quite  pioAc.  and  pro»c  of  the 
familiar  kind.  Ttmv  eitHy  iii  it  tu  find  faults,  but 
it  i)i  hard  to  make  an  Epitaph. 

*•  When  you  have  reviewed  it,  let  me  see  it 
again:  you  are  welcome  to  ^oy  help  that  1  can 
give;  on  condition  that  you  make  my  compUmentu 
to  Mr*.  Garrick.  J  «m»  dear  Sir,  your  most,  Ac, 
-T  MS.  '•  Sam.  Johnson.**] 

In  hia  religious  record  of  this  year  wc  ob- 
serve that  he  vaa  better  than  usnial,  both  in 
body  and  mind,  und  better  satisfied  with  the 
regularitv  of  hi*  conduct.  But  he  is  etiJl 
*•■  trying  hia  ways"  too  rigorously.  He  chargCBi 
himi^elf  with  not  rising  early  enough ;  yet  he 
mentiona  what  was  surely  a  stiO'ri  !« nt  .xrusc 
for  this,  supposing  it  to  bo  a  dm  re- 

quired, as  he  all  his  life  appears  !>  jght 

it: — ^"One  great  hindrance  i*  want  of  rest; 
my  noctiiraM   coinptointd  grow  less  iroublc- 


■  ifOr 


J  ka  llirrlf uitUbirc  —  tU*. 


■ir».  r»''m  ti'i  *  I'ljt  ■iiif  I    ii¥pr#, 

tud  Dot  alwAf «,  1  ihlttk.,  ati  Un- 


FarrwHlt  sf**l  f»4lf*t»>rof  mcnktrtil. 

Whf»  FTAch<«1  <h*>  Uiihloal  point  of  aft  ; 
Whf»a«>  nlrtiirod  inorvJA  chitmi  the  (nlnU, 

Ami  thrQUgh  thii  ryv  currrcl  Ikio  ticart. 
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some  towards  morning ;  and  I  am  tempted  to 
repair  the  deficiencies  of  the  night."  [Pr.  and 
Med.  p.  104.]  Alas!  how  hard  would  it  be, 
if  this  mdulgence  were  to  be  imputed  to  a  sick 
man  as  a  crime.  In  his  retrospect  on  the  fol- 
lowing Easter-eve,  he  says,  "  When  I  review 
the  last  year,  I  am  able  to  recollect  so  little 
done,  that  shame  and  sorrow,  though  perhaps 
too  weakly,  come  upon  me."  [p.  109.J  Had 
he  been  judging  of  any  one  else  in  the  same 
circumstances,  how  clear  would  he  have  been 
on  the  favourable  side.  How  verj  difficult, 
and  in  my  opinion  almost  constitutionally  im- 
possible, it  was  for  him  to  be  raised  early,  even 
by  the  strongest  resolutions,  appears  from  a 
note  in  one  of  his  little  paper-books  (contain- 
ing words  arranged  for  his  Dictionary),  written, 
I  suppose,  about  1753 :  —  "  I  do  not  remember 
that,  since  I  left  Oxford,  I  ever  rose  early  by 
mere  choice,  but  once  or  twice  at  Edial,  and 
two  or  three  times  for  the  Rambler." '  I  think 
he  had  fair  ground  enough  to  have  quieted  his 
mind  on  the  subject,  by  conclu^ng  that  he 
was  physically  incapable  of  what  is  at  best  but 
a  commodious  regulation. 

In  1772  he  was  altogether  quiescent  as  an 
author ;  but  it  will  be  found,  from  the  various 
evidences  which  I  shall  bring  together,  that  his 
mind  was  acute,  lively,  and  vigorous. 

jbHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

"  Feb.  27. 1772. 
**  Dear  Sir, —  Be  pleased  to  send  to  Mr.  Banks, 
whose  place  of  residence  I  do  not  know,  this  note, 
which  I  have  sent  open,  that,  if  you  please,  you  may 
read  it.  When  you  send  it,  do  not  use  your  own 
seal.     I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Sam.  Johvsok." 


JOHNSON  TO  MR.  BANK& 

"  Johnson's  Court,  Fleet  Street,  Feb.  27. 1772. 

"  Perpetua  ambita  bis  terri  prasmla  lactis 
Haec  habet  altrici  Capra  secunda  Jovis.**' 

*'  Sir,  —  I  return  thanks  to  you  and  to  Dr. 
Solander,  for  the  pleasure  which  I  received  in  yes- 
terday's conversation.  I  could  not  recollect  a 
motto  for  your  Goat,  but  have  given  her  one.  You, 
Sir,  may  perhaps  have  an  epic  poem  from  some 
happier  pen  than.  Sir,  your  most  bumble  servant, 
"  Sam.  Johhsom." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Mt  dear  Sir,  —  It  is  hard  that  I  cannot  pre- 
vail on  you  to  write  to  me  oftener.  But  I  am 
convinced  that  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  from  you  a 
private  correspondence  with  any  regularity.  I 
must,  therefore,  look  upon  you  as  a  fountain  of 
wisdom,  from  whence  few  rills  are  communicated  to 


>  And  "  for  the  Rambler,"  it  could  hardlr  have  been  "  bjr 
mere  choice."  —  Croker. 

a  Thui  translated  by  a  friend  :  — 

"  In  fame  scarce  second  to  the  nurse  ot  Jove, 
This  Goat,  who  twice  the  world  had  traversed  round. 


a  distance,  and  which  must  be  approac 
source,  to  partake  fully  of  its  virtues. 

**  I  am  coming  to  London  soon,  and  am 
in  an  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Sessic 
House  of  Lords.  A  schoolmaster  in  Sco 
by  a  court  of  inferior  jurisdiction,  depri^ 
office,  for  being  somewhat  severe  in  th€ 
ment  of  his  scholars.  The  Court  of  Sea 
sidering  it  to  hv  dangerous  to  the  interest 
ing  and  education,  to  lessen  the  dignity  ol 
and  make  them  afraid  of  too  indulger 
instigated  by  the  complaints  of  their  chi 
stored  him.  His  enemies  have  appeal( 
House  of  Ix>rds,  though  the  salary  is  on 
pounds  a  year.  I  was  counsel  for  him 
hope  there  will  be  little  fear  of  a  revers 
must  beg  to  have  your  aid  in  my  plan  o 
ing  the  decree.  It  is  a  general  question, 
point  of  particular  law.     I  am,  &c., 

"James  Boi 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL 

*'Marcl 

"  Dear  Sir, —  That  you  are  coming  t 
town  I  am  very  glad ;  and  still  more  glat 
are  coming  as  an  advocate.  I  think  noth 
likely  to  make  your  life  pass  happily  a^ 
that  consciousness  of  your  own  valu 
eminence  in  your  profession  will  certain 
If  I  can  give  you  any  collateral  help,  I 
do  not  suspect  that  it  will  be  wanting, 
ness  for  you  has  neither  the  merit  of 
virtue,  nor  the  reproach  of  singular  ] 
Whether  to  love  you  be  right  or  wron 
many  on  my  side :  Mrs.  Thrale  loves  you 
Williams  loves  you,  and,  what  would  hav 
me  to  love  you,  if  I  had  been  neutral  be 
are  a  great  favourite  of  Dr.  Beatlie. 

**  Of  Dr.  Beattie  I  should  have  thoug 
but  that  his  lady  puts  him  out  of  my  he«c 
very  lovely  woman. 

**  The  ejection  which  you  come  hither  1 
appears  very  cruel,  unreasonable,  and  opp 
should  think  there  could  not  be  much  doul 
success. 

"  My  health  grows  better,  yet  I  am 
recovered.  I  believe  it  is  held,  that  nu 
recover  very  fast  after  threescore.  I  bo 
see  Beattie's  college :  and  have  not  giv 
western  voyage.  But  however  all  this  i 
not,  let  us  try  to  make  each  other  happy 
meet,  and  not  refer  our  pleasure  to  distuv 
distant  places. 

"  How  comes  it  that  you  tell  me  nothu 
lady  ?     I  hope  to  see  her  some  time,  am 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  her.     I  am,  dear 
«  Sam.  Joe 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON 

At  LMngton, 

"Mafd 

**Dear   Sir, —  I  congratulate  you  • 

Rothes  on  your  little  man,  and  hope  you  ' 


Deserving  both  her  master's  care  and  love. 
Base  and  perpetual  pasture  now  has  found.** . 
The  Roat  was  one  which  had  circumnavigated ttH 


Sir  Joseph  Banks,  but  neither  the  original  or  tha 

the  poetical  fame  of  Mr. 
The  Latlo  seems  particularly  itiff  and  poor. C 


will  add  much  to  the  poetical  fame 
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mmvf  jenm  huppy  Together,  Poor  Mim  Langton 
ma  hsT«  liltb  p4rt  in  the  joir  of  b«r  fofitity,  She 
thci  <)aj  cilled  her  aunt  Liangton  to  receiTe  the 
Mcnmefit  vith  h«r;  aad  made  me  tmlk  yesterday 
Oh  lucli  tubjeeta  i$  suit  her  coadttbn,  1%  m\\ 
prabi^lj  be  bet  vuUieuM.  1  ture]j  ncfed  not  men- 
tioa  •gain  that  «be  wuihi'S  to  see  her  mother.  I 
am,  Sir,  your  most  bumble  fierrantj 

'*  Sam.  Johwson." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  LANGTON. 

"  London.  April  17.  1771  [SJ.  l 

■SfAVAMt — If  I  touJtt  ha?e    flattered   myself 

llut  m?  ]ett4^ra  could   have  given  pjeasuref  or  have 

illemfed  ftitm,  1  shouHd  not  have  omitted  to  write 

toaladjr  to  wbum   1  do  siuwrtly  wish  every  in- 

of  pleasure,  and  every  iuitigiilioa  of  unt^ial. 


*•  1  kDev»d(»r  M«diitn,that  a  very  heavy  affliction* 
bad  Cillcci  ypon  you  ;  but  it  wem  one  of  thom  which 
t^  eftablisticd  course  of  nature  makes  necessary, 
and  ta  which  kind  words  give  no  relief.  Success 
lit  DO  llwae  oecBftious,  to   be  cipected  only  from 

*  Tpvr  censure  of  tne,  as  deficient  in  friendiblp, 
B  tbervfore  too  severe.  1  have  neither  bvea  un- 
ftiudl^.  Dor  unentionally  uncivil.  The  notice 
•itb  vbiipb  you  have  honoured  met  I  have  neither 
iav^^aHeOt  nor  remembered  without  pleasure^  The 
etlamtty  of  U!  healthy  your  brother  will  tell  you 
that  1  ban  bad,  siacn  i  *aw  you.  aufBcJent  reason 
to  know  and  (u  pity.  But  tbU  U  another  evil 
igMOil  whteb  we  c»n  receive  little  help  from  utu 
anotbet.  J  eio  only  ^vtm  yau«  and  I  advis^!  you 
*itb  gm,t  evroe«tne»t  to  do  nothing  that  toHy  hurt 
Jfon,  mud  lo  reie«t  nothing  that  may  do  you  good, 
Tq  prenenre  health  is  a  moral  and  religious  duty  ; 
he  health  is  the  huk  of  all  toctal  vinue& ;  we  can 
be  uwful  no  longvr  thui  while  we  atu  well, 

**  If  the  famlty  kiiows  thjit  you  receive  this  letter^ 
yipu  win  be  pleoAed  lo  m^ke  my  toinplimentji.  1 
inter  myself  with  the  hopt-s  t»f*ci;ilig  Lani^ton  after 
lady  Roches^a  trcovL'ry  ;  and  then  I  hu|:ie  that  you 
md  I  shall  renew  our  confe renew,  and  that  1  sh*ll 
bd  ytm  willinj;  as  formerly  to  talk  and  to  hear ; 
iBd  shall  be  again  admitted  to  the  honour  of  being, 
Hidam,  your  mmt  obcdit!nt  and  mo^t  tiuntbic 
iirviiiit,  Sam.  JoiiMBOit/^ 

— Cfjir,  Mag.  vol.  In.  p.  913- 

On  the  21  at  nf  Jlnrch,  T  was  hftppy  to  find 
Bjidf  a^ttiii  in  iny  iViemrs  atufly,  find  was  glad 
to  tee  my  old  acijuiuntanee^  Mr.  Francis  Bar* 
M-,  who  waa  now  return  ad  home.  Dr.  John- 
>Qft  i¥ccivi^  me  wilb  n  hearty  welcome ;  eay- 
%,  *'  I  am  glnd  you  are  comt!^  and  glad  you 
Bt  com^  upon  auch  on  errand :"  (alluding  to 


■tfkft'i  m^tvTj/"  it»e«mi  lu  be  tulM^queni  to  March,  Ul'L 

*  Aooth<T  iDf>tWe  for  thA  ditlike  of  Lord  North  which 
frequeotlj  exhibited.    See  amti,  p.  233.  n.  1.— 


*  Jlaaiet  Bami>t.  born  at  the  hmily  tent  of  Monboddo.  lo 
QML called  to  the  Scottlch  bar  in  I73H,  and  advanced  to  be  a 
'M  of  Seesioii.  on  the  death  of  hit  relation  Lord  Mltton,  in 
NT.  hf  the  title  of  Lord  Monboddo,  was.  in  private  lite,  as 
MMai  In  hi*  literarv  career,  a  humorist ;  the  learning  and 
Maaeu  of  bis  various  works  are  obscured  bj  his  love  of 


tJie  cause  of  tte  schoolmaster.)  Boswisll^  "I 
hope,  Sir,  he  wiU  be  in  no  danger.  It  is  a  verj 
deticnte  mutt-er  to  interfere  between  a  master 
and  bis  scholare ;  nor  do  I  see  how  you  can  fix 
the  degree  of  a€ verity  that  a  master  mnv  use/* 
JoHHSON.  "  Whj,  Sir,  till  yon  can  fix  the  de- 
gree of  obstinacj  and  negligence  of  the  scholara, 
you  cannot  fiic  the  degree  of  aeverity  of  the 
maaier.  Seventy  must  be  contitiucd  until 
obstinacy  be  subdued,  and  negligence  be 
cured."  He  meutioned  the  Bcverity  of  Hunter, 
his  own  master.  "  Sir,"  said  I,  *'  Hunter  L*  a 
Si^oteh  n.imo :  so  it  should  seem  this  school" 
master  who  beat  you  so  sev*Tety  was  a  Scotch- 
man, I  can  now  account  for  your  prejudice 
against  the  Scotch.'*  Jounsok.  "Sir,  he  was 
not  Scotch  i  andj  abating  hk  brutalityj  he  was 
a  very  good  master." 

We  talked  of  his  two  pnlilical  pamphlets, 
*'  The  False  Alnrm,*'  and  '*  Thoughts  concern- 
ing Falkland's  lalaiidg."  Jottsaow.  "  Well,  Sir, 
which  of  them  did  you  think  the  best  P"  Hos- 
WKLL.  "  I  liked  the  accond  best."  JoaNsow. 
'*  Why,  Sir,  I  liked  the  first  beat ;  and  Bealtie 
liked  the  first  best.  Sir,  there  ia  a.  subtlety  of 
di^i^quii^ition  in  the  Gtrst,  that  is  worth  all  the 
tire  of  the  second."  BoswKtj^.  "  Pray,  Sir,  h 
it  true  that  Lord  North  paid  you  a  visit,  and 
that  you  got  two  hundred  a  year  in  addition  to 
your  pensioD?"  Johwsox.  "No,  Sir.  Except 
what  I  had  from  the  booJcscUer^  I  did  not  get  a 
farthing  by  them.  Anrl,  between  you  and  me, 
I  l)elieve  Lord  North  h  no  friend  to  me"* 
Bos w BIX.  "  How  so.  Sir?'*  JoitKAON.  "Why, 
Sir^  you  cannot  account  for  the  fftnoies  of  men. 
Welt  how  does  Lord  Elibank  F  and  htjw  does 
Lord  MoulMKldo?"  Boswell.  **  Very  well, 
Sir.  Lord  Monboddo^  still  maintains  the 
superiority  of  the  savage  life.''  JonscsoN. 
"  Vl'hflt  strange  narrowness  of  mind  now  ia 
that,  to  think  the  things  wc  have  not  known, 
are  better  than  the  fhinirB  which  we  have 
known."  Buswell,  "Why,  Sir,  that  is  a 
LHiramtm  prejudice,"  Jou.nhon.  *'^  Yes,  Sir,  but 
a  common  prejudice  should  not  be  found  in  one 
whnge  trradti  it  h  to  rectify  error.'* 

A  gentleman  having  come  in  who  was  to  co 
OA  a  mate  in  the  ship  along  with  Mr,  Banks 
and  Dr.  Solander,  Dr.  Johnson  niiked  wlmt 
were  the  namc»  of  the  shi^is  destined  for  the 
expedition,*  The  pcntlt^mnn  answered,  they 
were  once  to  be  called  the  Drake  anfl  the 
Raleigh,  but  now  they  were  to  be  called  llie 
llesolution    and  the  Adventure.      Johnson. 


sinjrtilarltj' and  piradoi.    H«  died  of  a  uralTtlc  stroke.  At 
hJ»  tiDUse  III  FjlliiburfH.  Mat  Sfi.  irfW.  —  rmJKrfi, 

He  was  a  dcvoul  i^-Uc^cr  :n  the  virturv  of  ihe  heroic  agrs. 
and  the  deterioration  of  civiliited  mankind ;  a  great  con- 
temner of  luxuries,  insomuch  that  he  n«-ver  used  a  wheel- 
carriage.  It  should  be  added,  that  he  was  a  gentleman  uf  the 
most  amiable  disposition,  aiid  the  strictest  honour  and  iu- 
tegritv.  —  WALTKa  Scott. 

*  There  was  no  person  in  the  capacity  of  mate  in  either  of  i 
these  ships.  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Soiander  did  not  go  with  i 
tnis  expedition.  The  reason  which  they  alleged  for  abandon.  ' 
ing  the  intention  will  he  found  In  the  Annual  Register  for  ! 
1773.  p.  lOH.  —  CaoKKB.  i 
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"  Much  better  ;  for  liiiil  the  Raleigh '  returned 
wiiliout  iiiy'mi^  rviitid  the  world,  it  would  have 
been  ridl«::wlous*  To  jLjive  them  the  natnf>a  of 
thr*  Drake  und  the  Raleit^h  was  layin;^  a  trap 
for  JSiUire/*  BuswEtL,  '*  Had  not  you  some 
desire  Ui  po  upon  this  expetlition,  Sir?" 
Johnson.  **•  Why  yes,  but  I  soon  laid  it  aside. 
Sir,  tliert?  is  very  little  of  iiitellectuiil,  in  the 
eoursc.  Bp.^ide.s  I  sec  but  at  a  small  distance. 
So  it  Wtt5  Jiot  worth  nty  while  to  go  to  see 
birils  <ly,  which  I  shouM  not  have  seen  Hj^ 
And  fishea  swiuj,  which  I  should  not  have  seen 
awim." 

The  gentleman  being  gone,  and  Dr.  Johnson 
having  left  the  room  for  *ome  time^  a  debate 
arose  between  the  Rev.  Mr.  StociLdale  afid  Mrs. 
Dciitnoulins,  whether  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  So- 
Iftiuler  were  entitled  to  any  share  of  glory  from 
their  exj>edilion.  When  I>r.  Johnson  retiirnefl 
to  US|  1  told  him  the  subject  of  their  dispute. 
Johnson*  '*  Why,  Sir,  it  was  properly  for 
botany  that  they  went  out :  I  believe  thej 
thoajjjlit  only  f>f  '  culling  of  simples.' " 

1  thaniced  hini  for  showing  civilities  to 
Beattie.  **  Sir^"  siiid  he,  "  I  should  thAuk  yatt. 
W'a  all  love  Beattie.  Mrs.  Thrale  says,  if  ever 
she  ha.^»  another  huiiband,  she'll  have  Beattie. 
He  Hunk  uj»on  us-  that  he  waa  married ;  else 
we  should  have  shown  hU  lady  more  eivilitJes. 
She  is  a  ysry  fine  woman.  But  how  can  you 
fihow  civilities  to  a  nonentity  ?  1  did  not  think 
he  had  been  married.  Nay^  I  did  not  think 
about  it  one  way  or  other;  but  he  did  not  t^ll 
U8  of  his  lady  till  late." 

lie  then  s'lmke  of  St.  Kildti^  the  most  remote 
of  the  Ilcibridp*.  1  tohl  him,  1  thought  of 
buyinif  it.  Jou]\»on.  *'  Tray  do,  Sir.  We  will 
jfo  and  pa^s  a  winter  amid  the  bla^sts  there.  \\'e 
shall  hav(^  fine  fi^h,  and  we  will  take  some  dried 
ton^rne*  with  us,  and  some  book^.  We  will  have 
a  stronjj;  built  vessel,  and  sonie  Orkney  mcu  to 
navigate  her.  \Ve  umst  build  a  tolerable  house  : 
but  we  may  carry  with  ua  a  wimmIuh  house 
ready  made,  and  requiring  uotliing  but  to  be 


•  I  in»|i*r*lhAt  Rnltifh  li  her*  an  piror  of  Mr  Bcww*"!!'* 
|i*n.  for  fyrakt :  JnhnMHi  kiii'w  *cry  well  tlmt  ll  »»»  Drmkc, 
mill  uot  Uiil«lgh,  th4i  went  rouod  Uic  world.    Antk,  p.  'iJ •''■  ^ 

CHUKKII. 


*  Dr.  B^atlie  to  Mr.  BottiifU. 

••  Eitlnh<iirgh,Miif3< 
'•  Jkff  rtpiir  Sir*  —  A ■  t  iuppotf  y«ur  Hrr.n  work"  »v 
Im  rrprlntinl^  I  iw.- 
|tn»t(i|[i'  of  ll^  (M  VI  li 
■InrfiMil  ;  Otf  roU" 
hitvdiK  the  txMik  ut  liiuii,  i   <  .: 
■iippoif!  vo<i  w<U  i^i^illv  find  it. 
of   Mr»    Turnip**  l-«in(K,  '"  Dr    i 

>V4»  >r  ■'-■-    '     r-l      •  -  *"•  "   ■ 

I     »...   ■ 

/rtiw  H»  Ui '  i 
f*««.     t  e»>M 

w1,,<li  I  n. 


Invu 


1795. 

II     »>M 


I  find. 


put  up.  Consider,  Sir,  by  buying  St.  Kilda^ 
you  may  keep  the  [jcople  from  fallinu;  into 
worse  haiidfli.  We  nm.st  give  them  a  cler|iy* 
m.m,  and  be  shall  l>e  one  of  Beat  tie's  ehrwamg* 
He  shall  be  educated  at  Marisrhal  Colle^ 
ril  be  your  Lord  Chancellor,  or  what  you 
please.**  Boswkix.  "  Are  vnu  serious  8ir«  in 
advising  me  to  buy  St.  feilda?  for  if  you 
should  advise  me  to  go  to  Japan,  I  believe  1 
should  do  it."  JoHNsofi.  *'  Why  yes,  Sir,  I  am 
serious.**  Boswell.  *'  W^hy  then,  Til  sm'i?  what 
can  be  done.** 

I  gave  him  an  account  of  the  two  partW  m 
the  church  of  Scotland,  those  for  8upjM>rtiijg 
the  rights  of  patrons,  independent  of  tlic  jiconh*, 
and  those  against  it.  Johttsox.  *^lt  Khoultl  be 
settled  one  way  or  other.  I  cannot  wij»H  well 
to  a  popular  election  of  the  cler^%  when  1  con- 
Kider  th.it  it  occasions  such  animoi«itje«,  such 
unworthy  courting  of  the  people,  such  nlanders 
between  the  contending  i>artie»,  and  otJier  din- 
advantjigea.  It  is  enough  to  allow  the  peo^c 
to  remonstrate  against  the  nomination  of  a 
minister  for  solid  reasons."  (I  srup|K>60  he 
meant  heresy  or  immorality.) 

He  was  engaged  to  dine  abroad^  and  lukeil 
me  to  return  to  him  in  the  eveniDg^  vX  mad, 
which  I  accordinglj^  did. 

We  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams,  who  t<4d 
us  a  6t<iry  of  second  i^ight,  which  hfipjKTiod  in 
Wales,  where  <he  waa  bom.     H<   i  »  U 

very  attentively,  and  said  he  flhou  1  Ia 

have  some  instances  of  that  faculty  ^v  i- 1 1 
ticatcd.     His  elevated  wish  for  more  w 
evidence  for  gpirit,  in  opposition  to  th 
ing  belief  of  materialism,  led  him  to  u  lot 
such  mysterious  dis^juisitionf*.    He  ag 
observed,  that  we  could  have  no  cei 
the  truth  of  supernatural  appearanc 
something  was  told  us  which  we  could 
know  by  ordinary  means  or  »ometh]ng 
which  could  not  be  done  but  by  suiHrnatir 
power^;   that  Pharaoh  in  rea-non  and  justice 
requ'u^  such  evidence  from  Moses ;  miy,  that 


rnrtirr  Uiii  mutter  in  jour  nnr  edtUun.    Yoi'i  trv  M. 
totnakr  what  uvb  vou  p\t*»r  rrfOiU  tr'm'r,     My  brU 
ervr  aUt^nd  ymt  ami  ymir  rHmtlj.   Ucltevo  me  to  bv,  m\ 
utmokt  rrnrJ  aiid  esteem,  dear  Str,  Ac, 

"I   «r*i 

I  have,  fiom  my  rejv 
card  to  bl«  eittrerac  »■ 
th<><iKl'  '  cAnnot  but  m. 

1      Tbrrr  wa*.  1 

twtU   (^rutki^ 

iif  nt'tfiie  tiM  coil".! 
might  give  a  colour  lo  -.' 
tltartly  aRor  th«  date  < 

tin.  flrnen  ■  •  >-*   • 

y««n  of  !i' 
»  Thl» 

V,  II  not  ibe   rrjUlty,  <>l 
'     >a1(1,    "  titNt  -itt  iiv''"^    unit 
(hmc     Mtpeniiitural     ni  . 

C-iiHi!*)  (or(iiltni!«.'"'riwr; 
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oar  Saviour  said,  "  If  I  had  not  done  among 
them  the  works  which  none  other  man  did, 
they  had  not  had  sin."  He  had  said  in  the 
morning,  that  "Macaula/s  History  of  St. 
Kilda"  was  very  well  written,  except  some 
foppery  about  liberty  and  slavery.  I  men- 
tioned to  him  that  Macaulay  told  me,  he  was 
advised  to  leave  out  of  his  book  the  wonderful 
storjr  that  upon  the  approach  of  a  stran^r  all 
the  inhabitants  catch  cold  * ;  but  that  it  had 
been  so  well  authenticated,  he  determined  to 
retain  it.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  to  leave  things  out 
of  a  book,  merely  because  people  tell  you  they 
will  not  be  believed,  is  meanness.  Macaulay 
•cted  with  more  magnanimity." 

We  talked  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
•nd  how  little  difference  there  was  in  essential 
matters  between  ours  and  it.  Johnson.  "True, 
Sir;  all  denominations  of  Christians  have  really 
little  difference  in  point  of  doctrine,  though  they 
may  differ  widely  in  external  forms.  There  is 
t  prodigious  difference  between  the  external 
form  of  one  of  your  Presbyterian  churches  in 
Scotland,  and  the  church  in  Italy;  vet  the 
doctrine  taught  is  essentially  the  same.  * 

I  mentioned  the  petition  to  parliament  for 
^emoving  the  subscription  to  the  Thirty-nine 
Articles?  Johnson.  "  It  was  soon  thrown  out. 
Sir,  they  talk  of  not  making  boys  at  the  Uni- 
versity subscribe  to  what  they  do  not  under- 
stand ;  but  they  ought  to  consider,  that  our 
Universities  were  founded  to  bring  up  mem- 
bers for  the  Church  of  England,  and  we  must 
Yiot  snpplv  our  enemies  with  arms  from  our 
arsenaL  No,  Sir,  the  meaning  of  subscribing 
maj  not  that  they  fully  understand  all  the 
articles,  but  that  they  will  adhere  to  the 
church  of  England.  Now  take  it  in  this  way,  and 
suppose  that  they  should  only  subscribe  their 
ailherence  to  the  church  of  England,  there 
'^vould  be  still  the  same  difficulty ;  for  still 
the  young  men  would  l)e  subscribing  to  what 
they  do  not  understand.  For  if  yon  should 
ask  them,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  church 
of  Enghmd  ?  Do  you  know  in  what  it  differs 
^rom    the    Presbyterian    church?     from   the 


viiiioiu  in  hit  *lerp,  and  every  body  know*  that  the  tick  itee 
them  ID  their  imrnxytm*  ;  and  there  are,  we  are  told,  tome 
caan  (tuch  as  that  of  Nicolai,  the  Berlin  bookteller).  in 
which  perions.  awake  and  not  otAcrtrise  ditordcred  in  mind, 
hare  ■*  ihick^comiug  fitnciet,"  and  tee  what,  if  real,  would  be 
•upernatural ;  but  where,  wi«  miut  axain  atk,  it  there,  in  the 
profane  hiitory  of  the  world,  one  well-attetted  •uperoatural 
JoetT—  CaoKfca. 

•  Sc*  ait/r,  p.  191.  —  C. 

'  Thii  wat  a  petition  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Francit  Blackburn, 
vbo.  tbouffh  an  archdeacon  of  the  Church  of  Enitiand,  had 
pnbtithcd  several  workt  againtt  her  ditcipline  and  peculiar 
doctrinet :  the  petition  wat  pretented  on  the  (ith  of  February, 
aad,  after  an  animated  debate,  rejected  (not  being  even 
allowed  to  He  on  the  table)  by  '217  voices  asainttTl.  Mr. 
Gibbon  thus  n'iCices  this  debate,  in  a  letter  to  lx>rd  Sheffield  : 
—■•  I  coagTittiilate  you  on  the  late  victory  of  our  dear  mamma, 
Ike  Church  of  England.  She  had,  Vmx.  Thursdar  (Feb.  6.), 
71  rebcUioiu  tons,  who  pretended  to  set  atide  her  will,  on 
MGoom  of  insanitv  ;  but  217  worthy  champimit,  headed  by 
Lofd  Xorth.  Burke,  Hans  SUnley.  Charles  Fox.  f;odfrey 
Ovkc&e..  supported  the  validity  of  it  with  Infinite  humour. 
wf  the  by,  Charles  Fox  prepared  himself  for  that  holy  war, 
kvpMsing  twentT-two  hours  in  the  pious  exercise  of  hazard  : 
■i  ievotion  only  cost  him  .VXV.  per  hour,  in  all  11.0001." 
Mbe.  Warks^  vol.  il.  p.  74.    The  argument  against  subscrip- 


Romish  church?  from  the  Greek  church? 
from  the  Coptic  church  ?  they  could  not  tell 
you.  So,  Sir,  it  comes  to  the  same  thing." 
BoswELL.  "But,  would  it  not  be  sufficient 
to  subscribe  the  Bible  ?  *'  Johnson.  "  Why 
no.  Sir  ;  for  all  sects  will  subscribe  the  Bible ; 
nay,  the  Mahometans  will  subscribe  the  Bible ; 
for  the  Mahometans  acknowledge  Jesus 
Christ,  as  well  as  Moses,  but  maintain  that 
God  sent  Mahomet  as  a  still  greater  prophet 
than  either." 

I  mentioned  the  motion  which  had  been 
made  in  the  House  of  Conunons,  to  abolish 
the  fast  of  the  30th  of  January.'  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  I  could  have  wished  that  it  had 
been  a  temporary  act,  perhaps,  to  have  ex- 
pired with  the  century.  I  am  against  abo- 
lishing it;  because  that  would  be  declaring 
it  wrong  to  establish  it;  but  I  should  have 
no  objection  to  make  an  act,  continuing  it 
for  another  century,  and  then  letting  it  ex- 
pire." 

He  (Usapproved  of  the  Royal  Marriage 
bill;  "because,"  said  he,  "I  would  not  have 
the  people  think  that  the  validity  of  marrmge 
depends  on  the  will  of  man,  or  that  the  right 
of  a  king  depends  on  the  will  of  man.  I  should 
not  have  been  against  making  the  marriage  of 
any  of  the  royal  family  without  the  appro- 
bation of  king  and  parliament,  highly  cri- 
minal." * 

In  the  morning  we  had  talked  of  old  families^ 
and  the  respect  due  to  them.  Johnson.  **  Sir, 
you  have  a  right  to  that  kind  of  respect, 
and  are  arguing  for  yourself.  I  am  for  sup- 
porting the  prmciple,  and  am  disinterested 
m  doing  it,  as  I  have  no  such  right."  Bos- 
well.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is  one  more  incitement 
to  a  man  to  do  well."  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  very  necessary 
to  keep  society  together.  What  is  it  but 
opinion,  by  which  we  have  a  respect  for  au- 
thority, that  prevents  us,  who  are  the  rabble, 
from  rising  up  and  pulling  down  you  who 
are  gentlemen  from  your  places,  and  saying, 
*  We  will  be  gentlemen  in  our  turn  ? '  Now, 


tion,  which  seemed  to  make  mott  effect  In  the  House,  was 
the  requiring  It  from  every  youth  entering  the  University, 
of  whatever  age,  or  intended  fur  whatever  profession.  To 
this  point  Johnson's  observation  partlcalarly  alludes. — 
Crokbb. 

3  Dr.  Nowell  had  preached,  as  usual,  before  the  House  on 
the  90th  of  January,  and  had  been  thanked  for  bit  sermon. 
Some  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Thomas  Townthrntt  complnined 
of  certain  unconstitutional  i>attages  in  the  sermon  ;  and  on 
the  21st  of  February,  after  a  debate,  the  thanks  were  ordered 
to  l)e  expunged  from  the  Journals ;  and  on  the  2d  of  March, 
Mr.  Frederic  Montagu  moved  for  I«^ve  to  bring  ha  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  observance  of  that  day  altogether.  This  motion 
was  rejected  by  12.^  to  97.  —  Cbokir. 

'*  It  is  not  very  easy  to  understand  Dr.  Johnton't  objection 
at  above  stated.  Does  not  the  validity  of  all  mamagfs 
'*  depend  on  the  will  of  man  ?  "  that  is.  are  there  not  in  all 
civilltod  nations  certain  legal  forms  and  eonditioiu,  requi' 
site  to  constitute  a  marriage*  And  If  it  be  competent 
to  the  legislature  to  make  an  act  Mighlg  eriminal,  does  not 
that  imply  a  competency  to  forbid  it  altogether  ?  I  do  not 
underttand  what  "the  right  of  a  king"  has  to  do  with  this 
marrLige  act,  which  went  rather  to  increase  than  to  diminish 
'  the  right  of  the  king'  over  his  family.  Unless  indeed,  as 
Mr.  Lockhart  tuggettt,  Johnson  might  hi;Te  been  thinking 
of  the  divine  right  of  kings.  —  CaoRia. 
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Sir»  lliat  resfM.'Ot  for  autboritj  Is  much  more 
wisily  grnutetl  to  a  man  whose  iitther  hiw 
lm«t  it,  thttii  to  iin  upstiirt,  anil  so  stK'ielj  w 
inon?  ea^iil}- sunpi^rU'd/'  Boswell.  **  Perhivps, 
Sir,  !t  lui^fht  Dki  done  by  the  respect  belong* 
ing  to  olBo.e,  ns  among  the  Uoiuiins,  where 
the  ilrouis,  tho  togif-^  inspired  peveronce." 
Jon>*o*^.  "  Why,  wc  know  very  little  about 
the  Honmn.'t.  But,  :»urely,  it  is  much  easier  to 
respect  a  tnan  who  has  always  had  resp<n*t, 
than  U)  Tf}!*\M.*f't  fi  man  who  w«  know  was  Uat 
year  no  better  than  ourselves,  and  will  be  no 
better  next  year.  In  republics  there  is  no 
re»pert  for  urithority,  but  a  fear  of  power." 
Bos  WELL.  "  At  present.  Sir,  I  think  riches 
seem  to  gnin  most  re^peet,"  Johksom.  "No, 
Sir,  riches  do  not  gjiln  hearty  respeet  ;  they  only 
proeure  external  attention,  A  very  rieh  man, 
iVom  law  bcginiiings,  may  buy  his  election  in 
n  boronfjh  i  but^  ttrtrriH  itnrihnA^  a  mun  of 
family  will  be  preferred.  People  will  prefer 
a  mtm  for  who>c  father  their  fathers  hare 
voted,  though  they  should  get  no  more  nmney, 
or  even  less.  Tliul  ahowa  that  the  respeet 
for  family  is  not  merely  foneiful,  but  has  an 
actual  operation.  li'  gentlemen  of  family 
wouhl  allow  the  rich  upstarts  to  spend  their 
money  profusely,  which  they  are  ready  enough 
to  do,  and  not  vie  with  them  in  ejcpenw, 
the  upstarts  would  eoon  be  at  an  end,  and 
the  y;entlenien  would  renmin ;  but  if  the 
jKvntlemen  will  vie  in  expense  with  the  up- 
stjtrt^  which  is  very  fooltah,  they  must  be 
mined."  ' 

T  gave  him  an  aeeonnt  of  the  excellent 
mimierv  of  .-»  friend  *  of  mine  in  Scotland ; 
(ibwrx'injrt  at  tlie  same  titne,  that  some  jiec»ple 
thoiight  it  a  very  mean  thing,  Joiixsow. 
"Why,  Sir,  it  is  making  a  very  mean  nae 
of  man'g  i>ower^.  But  to  be  a  goo<l  miinie, 
rcqnb*es  great  powers ;  ereat  aeutenefts  of 
olwjcrvation,  great  retention  of  what  is  ob- 
served, and  great  pliancy  of  organs,  to  re- 
present what  is  observed.    I  remcnaber  a  lady 

of  quality  in  this  town,  Lady *,   who 

was  a  wonderful  mimie,  and  used  to  make  me 
laugh   immoderately.     I    have    heiu*d   she   is 


'    sir*.  T*lof/i    »ars    thret    thoiiirh    A  tnan  o{  objtHirr  birth 

vifli 

OttU   ' 

Ibi- 

f    J  ,  1  iu«o«h   informed   til*. 

w»«  Air.  k  mi'ii,  nil 'kiJii.-.  SMI,  nr  tf,,-  ci'lH.trKtfil  |ihjf«jrlaii, 
Hft'*rivni>li  •  JuJ|tf .  by  ihc  n*ii%f  of  Lord  Cullon.—  i!moh£M, 
IBIS. 

a  fi-...  .,  ,,1  ,..  I  .,1.,  ,-ir^..,^. .,....,.  tt,|ir.,i  a*  lo  thr  lii(1|-,  pre 
t^'.  "k  ^  which,  tiowevrr, 

«n  >  '>«>.  ftl  Icut  u  y>  the 

t*ttv:-  .   1^. 

•  Mrtmittaf 

Fun:  ir.ivM0nnt 

nf  * 
mill 

hlin 

cnrn|)Arf<rk   runt  r.  lr)>;  •pnnii' 

ihli,  I  ItrUrrn,  w.  ' -i' o(  liiw.     I 

(n*Nj|M  1T7.\"     tv 
«  CitttiuuttiuH  t. i\4tlV «JUtou  u. 
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now  gone  mad."  B<i«wbll,  **  It  \»  amazing 
how  a  mimic  can  not  only  give  you  the 
gestures  and  voice  of  a  person  whom  be  re- 
present*, but  even  what  a  pertion  wouhJ  say 
on  any  particular  subject/'  .louwson,  "WHiy, 
Sir,  you  are  to  consider,  that  the  manner 
and  some  particular  phrases  of  a  pereon  do 
much  to  impress  you  with  an  idea  of  hiiiL, 
and  you  lue  not  sure  that  he  would  #ay 
what  the  mimic  says  in  his  character."  Bos- 
well.  "  I  don't  think  Foote  a  go(Kl  numic. 
Sir."  JoBNSOs.  "No,  Sir;  hia  imitations 
are  not  like.  He  gives  you  something  dif* 
ferent  from  liinu^elf,  but  not  the  clmraclvr 
wliich  he  meana  to  assume.  He  goe«  out  of 
himself,  without  going  into  other  people 
He  cannot  take  off  any  person  unless  he  if 
strongly  marked,  such  as  George  Fnulkner,^ 
He  i.s  like  a  painter  who  can  draw  the  portrait 
of  a  man  who  has  a  wen  upon  his  faee^  and 
who  therefore  is  easily  known.  If  a  man  liup» 
upon  one  leg,  Foote  can  bop  upon  one  leg. 
But  he  has  not  that  nice  discrimimition  which 
your  friend  seeing  f-o  pof,se»is.  FiHtto  is,  how- 
ever, very  entertaining  with  a  kind  of  conver- 
sation between  wit  and  buifoonery." 

On  Monday,  March  23,,  1  found  him  busy, 
preparing  a  fourtli  edition  of  his  folio  Dic- 
tionary. IRIr.  Peyton,  one  of  his  original  ama- 
nuenses, was  writing  for  him.  I  put  hrni  in 
mind  of  a  meaning  of  the  word  sitle^  wliirh  he 
had  omitted,  viz.  relationship ;  as  fatlier's  side, 
mother's  side.  He  inserted  it.  I  a^ktHl  him, 
if  humiliating  was  a  good  word.  He  >»«id,  be 
had  .**ecn  it  frequently  used,  hut  he  ilid  not 
know  it  to  bo  legitimate  Engl i?:h.  He  would 
not  aibnit  ciritizaiiim^  birt  only  nvUfty,  With 
great  deference  to  him  1  thought  cirilitatt^m^ 
from  to  civilize^  bett^T  in  the  ft^nf^e  opposed  to 
barbarity^  than  civility  ;  as  it  is  belter  lo  have 
A  distinct  word  for  eueh  sense,  than  one  word 
with  two  sensee,  which  civility  ia,  in  hi»  way  of 
using  it.* 

He  seemed  also  to  Vk3  intent  on  »ome  jhi 
chemical  operation.     I  was  entertaine<l 
serving  how  he  contrived  to  send  Mr,  Pe 
on  an  errand,    without    seeming  %i*  d< 


(lie  Dicilonarr:  hut   ha  give*   no  older 

n  »rMl  WjirtOD.  —  LoCCflAMT. 

■  init,  jt.  ."i*.     Of  ll^^  <l«'i>t)i  of  thii  poor  taJ 

.  ,  nrwhcim.  Mr*,  Vhnti  »•)  »  th«l  he  tiAd 

ah:!'   i.iloiili.  Btu)  knew  niftnj  mmlorn  l«Ti|ftiJ<j|e», 

pv»  hlmKir  thd  roUuttliijs  puthfttJie  wcouiil,  io  ft 

'•  Irt  Aprtt. 
"  Poor  Porton  rxplnd  tfala  mnrnlnc     Up  rirriKkltlv 
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him :  —  **  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Peyton,  will  you  be 
to  good  as  to  take  a  walk  to  Temple-Bar  P 
Yoa  will  there  see  a  chemist*s  shop,  at  which 
jou  will  be  pleased  to  buy  for  me  an  ounce  of 
oil  of  Titriol ;  not  spirit  of  yitriol,  but  oil  of 
vitriol.  It  will  cost  tnree  half-pence.*'  Peyton 
immediately  went,  and  returned  with  it,  and 
told  him  it  cost  but  a  penny. 

I  then  reminded  him  of  the  Schoolmaster^s 
cause,  and  proposed  to  read  to  him  the  printed 
papers  concerning  it.  "  No,  Sir,**  said  he,  **  I 
can  read  (quicker  than  I  can  hear.'*  So  he  read 
them  to  himself. 

After  he  had  read  for  some  time,  we  were 
interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Kristrom, 
a  Swede,  who  was  tutor  to  some  younff  gentle- 
men in  the  city.  He  told  me,  that  were  was 
a  very  good  History  of  Sweden  by  Daline. 
Having  at  the  time  an  intention  of  writing  the 
history  of  that  country,  I  asked  Dr.  Johnson 
whether  one  might  write  a  history  of  Sweden 
without  going  thither.  "Yes,  Sir,"  said  be, 
**  one  for  common  use.** 

We  talked  of  bnguagcs.  Johnson  obserred, 
tliat  Leibnitz  had  made  some  progress  in  a 
work  tracins  all  languages  up  to  the  Hebrew. 
•*  Why,  Sir,  said  he,  **  you  would  not  imagine 
that  the  French  jowr^  day,  is  derived  from  the 
Latin  diet,  and  yet  nothing  is  more  certain ; 
and  the  intermediate  steps  are  very  clear. 
From  Set,  comes  ditarmu.  Diu  is,  by  inac- 
curate can,  or  inaccurate  pronunciation,  easily 
confounded  with  giu ;  then  the  Italians  form  a 
substaotire  of  the  ablative  of  an  adjective,  and 
thence  giumo,  or,  as  they  make  it,  giorno : 
which  is  readily  contracted  into  giour,  or  jour" ' 
He  observed,  that  the  Bohemian  language  was 
true  Sclavonic.  The  Swede  said,  it  had  some 
similarity  with  the  Grcrman.  Johtvson.  "  Why, 
Sir,  to  be  sure,  such  parts  of  Sclavonia  as 
confine  with  (Jermany  will  borrow  German 
words ;  and  such  parts  as  confine  with  Tartary 
will  borrow  Tartar  words." 

He  said,  he  never  had  it  properly  ascertained 
that  the  Scotch  Highlanders  and  the  Irish 
understood  each  other.'  I  told  him  that  my 
cousin.  Colonel  Graham,  of  the  Royal  Hish- 
landers,  whom  I  met  at  Drogheda,  told  me  they 
did-  JoHWSON.  "Sir,  if  the  Highlanders 
understood  Irish,  why  translate  the  New 
Testament   into   Erse,  as  was  lately  done  at 


>  Thus  Journal  asfuredlj  comps  from  difs,  without  hsving 
a  tinxie  leuer  m  common.  —  Cbokkr. 

*  In  Mr.  Anderton'*  Hivtorical  Sketchpt  of  the  Native 
Irbfa.  we  find  the  following  otM«rv«tion(  :  — 

"The  Irish  and  <;aellc  UngnaKes  art;  the  same,  and  for- 
■Kriy  what  wai  »poken  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  was 
fHwrallf  called  Irish.  Those  who  have  attended  to  the 
MfcijacC  mast  hare  obserred,  that  the  word  Irish  was  gradually 
changed  Intn  Ersr.  denoting  the  language  that  is  now  gene- 
■yif  callad  Gariic."  Mr.  Anderson  sutes  that,  when  he  was 
ki  Galway.  in  Irelanil,  in  18U,  he  found  a  ressel  there  fhim 
Ltwia,  one  of  the  Ilebridet,  the  roaster  of  which  remarked  to 
Un  that  the  people  here  spoke  curious  Gaelic,  but  he  under- 
Mood  them  easilj,  and  commerce  Is  actually  carried  on 
bitwc«D  the  Highlanderi  and  the  Irish,  through  the  medium 
tf  their  eommnn  lanfruajce.  —  p.  13S. 

My  friend.  Colonel  Meyrlck  Shawr.  told  me  from  his  own 
that  ''ware  it   not  for  the  differenco  of  pro- 


Edinburgh,  when  there  is  an  Irish  translation  ?** 
BoswELL.  "  Although  the  Erse  and  Irish  are 
both  dialects  of  the  same  langui^e,  there  may 
be  a  good  deal  of  diversity  between  them,  as 
between  the  different  dialects  in  Italy.**  The 
Swede  went  away,  and  Mr.  Johnson  continued 
his  reading  of  the  papers.  I  said,  "I  am 
afraid.  Sir,  it  is  troublesome."  "  Whjr,  Sir," 
said  he,  "  I  do  not  take  much  delight  in  it ;  but 
I'llgo  through  it.'* 

We  went  to  the  Mitre,  and  dined  in  the 
room  where  he  and  I  first  supped  together. 
He  gave  me  great  hopes  of  my  cause.  "  Sir,** 
said  he,  "  the  government  of  a  schoolmaster  is 
somewhat  of  the  nature  of  military  govern- 
ment ;  that  is  to  say,  it  must  be  arbitrary,  —  it 
must  be  exercised  by  the  will  of  one  man,  ac- 
cording to  particular  circumstances.  You 
must  snow  some  learning  upon  this  occasion. 
You  must  show,  that  a  schoolmaster  has  a 
prescriptive  right  to  beat ;  and  that  an  action 
of  assault  and  battery  cannot  be  admitted 
against  him  unless  there  is  some  great  excess, 
some  barbarity.  This  man  has  maimed  none 
of  his  boys.  They  are  all  left  with  the  full 
exercise  of  their  corporeal  faculties.  In  our 
schools  in  England,  many  boys  have  been 
maimed ;  yet  1  never  heard  of  an  action 
against  a  schoolmaster  on  that  account.  Fuf- 
fendorff^  I  think,  maintains  the  right  of  a 
schoolmaster  to  beat  his  scholars.** ' 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

1772. 

Sir  A.  Macdimald.  —  Choice  of  Chancellors.  —  Lnrd 
Coke.  —  Lord  Man$field.  —  Scotch  Accent. —  Pro- 
nunciation. —  Etymology.  —  Disembodied  Spirits. 
—  Ghost  Stories. — Mrs.  VeaL  —  Gray^  Mason, 
and  Akensitle. — Swearing.  —  fFarton's  Essay  on 
Pope.  —  Ranrlaph.  —  Luxury.  —  Inequality  of 
Livings.  —  Hon.  Thomas  Erakine.  —  Fielding  and 
Richardson.  —  CoriaCs  Crudities.  —  Gaming.  — 
Earl  of  Buchan.  —  Attachment  in  Families. — 
Feudal  System.  —  Cave's  Ghost  Story.  —  f Fitches. 

On    Saturday,    March   27.,   I   introduced  to 
him  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald^    with  whom 


nunciation,  the  Irish  and  the  Highlanders  would  be  perfectly 
intelligible  to  each  other;  and  evpn  with  that  disadvantage, 
they  become  so  in  a  short  time.  The  Scotch,  as  Is  natural 
from  their  position,  have  many  Pictish  and  other  foreign 
words.    The  Irish  hare  no  Fictfsh  words,  but  many  Latin." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  also  informed  me,  that  "there  is  no  doubt 
the  languages  are  the  same,  and  the  difference  In  pronuncia- 
tinn  and  construction  not  very  considerable.  The  Krse  or 
Earish  is  the  Irish  ;  and  the  race  called  Scots  came  originally 
from  Ulster."  — CaoKKB. 

3  Pufltndorf  states  that  "  tutors  and  schoolmasters  hare  a 
right  to  the  moderate  uxe  of  gentle  discipline  orer  their 
pupils."— rlil.  3—10.;  adding,  rather  superttuouily, GrntiiM's 
caveat,  that  "  it  shall  not  extend  to  a  p«)wer  of  death."  In  uur 
common  law  couru  there  have  l)een  several  instanct^A  of 
action  even  for  over>severity :  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
right  of  action  in  a  case  of  maiming.  —  Cbobrb. 

*  Next  brother  of  Sir  James  Macdonald,  whom  Mr.  Bo«- 
Q  4 
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Ii9   html   expressed   a  wl&h  to  be  aoquftiiitcd. 
He  received  liirn  very  courteousJy. 

Sir  AJexunder  observed,  that  the  CliiiTirellors 
In  Eugland  are  chosen  from  views  much  in- 
ferior to  the  ofiieeT  being  chosen  from  t^^mpo- 
rttry  polittcitl  views-  JaaNS^oN.  **  Why*  Sir, 
ill  sut^h  ti  government  as  ours,  no  niJin  is  ap- 
jtoiotcd  to  on  tilliee  beeauae  he  is  the  littest  for 
It,  nor  hardly  in  any  other  government ; 
bee;i«»e  tlieri'  ure  »o  many  connections  and 
dependencies  to  be  studied,  A  despotic  prince 
miiy  choose  a  inftn  to  an  office  merely  because 
he  ^18  tlie  fittest  lor  it.  The  kin;;  of  Prussia 
niaiy  do  it."  SiH  A.  *' I  think,  Sir,  almost  all 
great  liifry<*r»,  such  at  least  as  have  written 
upon  law^  Imve  known  only  law,  and  nothing 
vm\'*  JoHiNiON.  **  Why  no,  Sir  ;  Judge  Hole 
WAS  a  grear  lawyer,  and  wrote  upon  law  ;  and 
yet  he  knew  a  great  many  other  things,  and 
bus  written  upon  other  things,  Selden  too." 
Stit  A.  •*  Very  true.  Sir ;  and  Lord  Bacon. 
But  wtti  not  Lord  Coke  a  mere  lawyer  ? " 
JoHMftow.  '*  NVhy,  I  am  afraid  he  wa*  ;  but  he 
would  have  taken  it  very  ill  if  you  had  told 
him  so.  He  woidd  have  prosecuted  you  for 
BcandttL"  Bosweli*.  '*  Lonl  Mansfield  is  not 
a  mere  lawyer."  Jomnhon.  "  No^  Sir.  I  never 
wjui  in  Lord  Man«ficl(l's  company :  but  Lord 
Mansfield  was  distinjiuished  at  the  University. 
Lord  MatjjsfieM,  when  he  firat  ciune  to  town, 
*dri«ik  chunipnqTie  with  the  witis'  as  Prior 
aavg.  He  wa*  the  friend  of  Pope/' '  Sib  A. 
"  iJaiTiHtergi,  I  believe,  are  not  so  abusive  now 
as  they  were  formerly.'  I  fancy  they  had  less 
law  long  iig:o,  and  so  were  obliged  to  take  to 
abuse,  to  fill  up  the  time.  Now  they  have  such 
a  number  of  precedent's,  they  have  no  occasion 
for  abu.'ie."  fJoiiNsoN*  '*  Nay,  Sir,  they  had 
more  law  lonjr  m;io  than  they  have  now.  As  to 
precedents,  to  be  :sure  they  will  increase  in 
coiir»c  oi'  lime  ;  but  the  more  precedents  there 
are^  the  lea*  o^'caaion  h  there  for  law  ;  that  is  to 
say,  th«  leis  occasion  is  there  for  invesitio^atintj; 
prinHples."  Sib  A.  "  I  have  bw^n  correet- 
inor  Mrreral  Scotch  accents  in  my  friend  Bos- 
welb  I  doubt,  Sir,  if  any  Scotchman  ever 
sttaitia  to  aperfect  English  pronunciation." 
JoHXSOii.  ^  Why,  Sir,  few  of  them  do,  becauge 
they  do  Jiot  persevere  afler  acquhriiig  a  certaui 


degree  of  it.     But,  Sir,  thir  1  '  nhi 

that  they  may  attain  to  a  p*  ro» 

nunciation,  if  they  will.     ^\  i-   unu   im.»    mrar 
they  come  to  it  ;  and   certainly,  a  man   who 

conquers  nineteen  ports  of  the  Sr^'i<  -< ent, 

may  conquer  the  twentieth.     Bu  n  a 

man  has  got  the  lK?tter  of  nine  tei  l;  ^  ^i  'ws 
weary,  he  reluxes  his  diligence,  he  tintb  be  haa 
corrected  hia  accent  F»t  far  aa  not  to  be  dis- 
agreeable, and  he  no  longer  deaires  bi«  friends 
to  tell  him  when  he  is  wrong;  nor  dot.*3  he 
choose  to  be  lold.  Sir,  when  people  wnteh  mc 
narrowly,  and  1  do  not  watch  myself,  ihcy  will 
find  me  out  to  be  of  a  particular  county.  In 
the  same  manner,  Dunnmg'juay  bo  found  out 
to  be  a  Devonshire  man.  S^i  nio«t  Scotchmen 
ratty  Im  found  out.  Hut,  Sir,  little  abcrralionti 
_  are  of  lio  di«iidvantuve,  I  never  catched 
I  M.allet  in  n  Srotcli  !ti'«'i'«t  ;  and  yet  Mallet,  I 
suppose,  was  [ta^t  five-and-iwenty  before  he 
came  to  London." 

UpoQ  another  occasion  I  talked  Uj  him  on 
this  subject,  having  myself  taken  some  pains  to 
improve  my  pronunciation,  by  the  aid  of  Um 
late  Mr.  Love  \  of  Drury  Lane  th«satrc,  when 
he  was  a  jjlayer  at  Edinburgh,  and  also  of  old 
Mr,  Sheridan.  Johnson  said  to  me,  *•  Sir, 
your  pronunciation  is  not  offensive."  Witli 
this  concession  I  was  pretty  well  ^  '^  *'  '  nnd 
let  me  give  my  countrvinen  of  >  lin 

an  advice  not  to  aim  nt  absolute  j    *,  h\ 

this  respect;  not  to  speak  Hig^h  En^i  ., 
we  are  apt  to  cjill  what  jh  f;tr  removes!  froin  tlju 
Scotch^  but  which  is  by  no  means  gttod  En^li*hy 
anil  makes** the  fools  who  use  it"  truly  ridi- 
culous. Goml  English  is  plain,  easy,  and 
smiLioth  in  the  mouth  of  an  unaffected  li^ngliah 
gentleman.  A  studied  and  factitious  pronuncia- 
tion, which  require*  perpetual  attention,  and 
im)>oei<es  perpetual  conatraint,  is  cjti  ■ 
disgusting.  A  small  intermixture  of  j 
pecuHaritieB  may,  perhups,  have  An 
etRH-'t,  as  the  notes  of  different  birds 
the  harmony  of  the  grove,  and  pi 
than  if  they  were  all  exuctly  alike, 
name  some  gendenien  of  Ireland  ^  to  wh 
slight  proportion  of  the  accent  and  reci 
of  that  country  is  an  advantage.  The 
observation  wul  ftpplj  to  the  genUcm 
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U)in4t  I  do  Thit  nif^n  that  we  should  speak  as 

««  a  ccrtniii  jmisperouR  in  ember  of  par- 

t  fri-im  thrtt  country*;    though   it  hai 

PTtfll  observLil,  that  "^  it  haw  b«cti  of  no 

a>c  to  hiiii,  u»  it  roHse*  the  ntlention  of 

Uou.ic  by  its  uncommounei^s;  ami  is  equal 

IrofH-M    HiiJ   tji^4rea    in    a    good    English 

vr."      I  would    give    iw    an    instance   (»f 

Imt   1  mean  to  recommend  to  my  country- 

i»n»»  iho  pn»nunrial.K*n  of  the  late  Sir  tTilbert 

Kl'^'»f';    iind  nmy   I  presume  to  add   liat  of 

t '  f  Karl  of  Marchmotit ",  who  told  mc 

»•  .   giiod  humour,   that  the  masl^T  of 

•  ^o^i  ill  Lonrhm,  whcnB  he  wo^  not  known, 
•Mfl  to  him,  ^'  I  suppose.  Sir,  ^ou  oru  an 
A  '  '*  Why  *!<>»  Sir?"  uaid  his  Lortl- 

i'4u«n\  Sir/'  reolied  the  shopkee|>er, 
■  "       ^'     lUh   nor  Seottiij,  but 
hwtli,  which  I  con- 
.1  Aijierica." 

y  be  of  use,  Sir^  to  hav^ 

.     -riaiii  the  pronuncijitiou." 

"  Why,   Sir,  my  Dictionary  shows 

rent  of  wonK  if  you  can  but  re- 

t  I  n)i    r    tbetu.**     BoswELJ«     *' 13 ut.    Sir,   we 

V.     If   I    -.rkn  to  a^'ei-tain  the  pronunciation  of 

I  Shrridan,  I  believe^  has  finished 

0  ",*' Johnson.    '*  Why,  Sir,  con^jidcr 

K  n  r    it    is   to  learn  a  lan"^uage 

*  n  by  any  marks.     Sheridan's 
I  TKmar^  uiAv  do  Very  well;  but  you  cannot 

way*    vtrry  it  about  with  you  :    »nd,  when 

Ml  want   tKc  word,  you    have  not  tiic  Djc- 

inary.     It   is    like  a  man  wlio  has  a,  sword 

,.t  w  ni  ri<it  draw.     It  li  an  ailmirable  Fword, 

:  but  whilu  your  enemy  is  cutting 

t,  vott  are  unable  to  use  it.      lie* 

,    Sir,  wdut    cnnth:-s  Sheridan  to  fix  the 

uftrtAljon  of    Kn^lij^h  ?      Uti   has,  in  the 

placf,     the    disadvantage    of   being    an 

m»»n  t  and  if  h«  M»ys  he  will   fix  it   after 

uinpany,  why,  they 

1  remember  an  in- 


M  11    i    |Miitii-n«ri    the    phin  for  my 
.  Lord  V*hc»tcrticld  lold  luu  that  tlie 
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word  jffvyi/    should    be    protxittmct^d   M)  ua  to 

rbyme   to    »iu/i- :    imd   Sir   ^Vllll!^tJ^    Yon^o  * 

•»tii   tiu-  wiin)   thiit    rl  ><liniild  be  pronounced 

to  Mdf,  and  that  none  but  an 

I    pronounce    it  grnit      Now, 

:  of  the  hl«;he5t  rank,  the 

!      V  ;  in  the  I  louse  of  Lords, 


the   other  the  b«st  speaker  in  tJie  Hoiue  of 
Commons,  diiTering  entirely." 

I  again  visited  him  at  night  Finding  him 
in  a  very  good  humour,  I  ventured  to  lea^l  him 
to  the  Fuiycet  of  our  situation  in  a  future 
state,  having  much  curifisity  to  know  hia 
notions  on  ihut  point.  Jon>»o?i.  "  Wh^,  Sir, 
the  happiness  of  an  unembodied  spirit  will 
consist  in  a  consciousness  of  the  favour  of  God, 
in  the  contemplation  of  truth,  and  in  the  pot- 
9e!»aion  of  felicit-ating  ideas,*'  Bosw^eix,  "But, 
Sir,  18  there  any  harm  in  our  forming  to  our» 
selves  conjectures  as  to  the  particulars  of  our 
happiness,  though  the  Scrif»ture  has  said  but 
very  little  on  the  subjeet  P  *  We  know  not 
what  we  shall  be.'**  Johhson.  "  Sir,  there  is 
nu  harm.  What  philosophy  suggests  to  us  on 
thi.s  topic  is  probable  :  what  Scripture  telld  ua 
is  certain.  Dr.  lienry  More  *  has  carried  it  a^i 
far  as  pliilo><c>phy  i.vm.  You  may  buy  both  his 
theoloj;ical  and  [jhilosophical  wt>rkA,  in  two 
volumee  folio,  for  about  eight  ahilllngs."  Hos- 
WB14*  "  One  of  the  most  pleasing  thoughts 
is,  that  we  shall  see  our  friends  again.'*" 
JosHSOK.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  but  you  must  consitler, 
that  when  we  are  become  purely  ration td, 
many  of  our  friendshljis  will  be  cut  off.  Many 
friendships  are  formed  by  tt  community  of 
sensual  pleasures  :  all  these  will  l»e  cut  4»ff, 
We  fnno  many  trieudHhips  with  bad  men,  Ixj- 
cause  they  have  agreeable  qualities,  and  they 
can  be  useful  to  us ;  but,  at'ler  death,  tJiey  can 
no  longer  be  of  use  t(t  U5,  We  form  many 
friendj-lups  by  mistake,  imagining  people  to  be 
tlifl'erent  from  what  they  really  are.  After 
death,  we  shall  sec  every  one  in  a  true  \\)^\\\, 
Then,  Sir,  they  talk  of  our  meeting  onr  rela- 
tions ;  but  then  all  relationship  is  dissolved ; 
and  we  shall  have  no  regard  tor  one  pervnn 
more  than  anuther,  but  lor  their  real  viUwe. 
However,  wc  shall  cither  have  the  satisfaction 
of  meeting  our  frien<U,  or  be  satisified  without 
meeting  them."  Boswitix.  "  Yet,  Sir,  we  &ee 
in  Scripture,  that  Dives  still  retained  an  an- 
xious concern  about  hL*  brcthivu."  Joiinso??. 
**  Why,  Sir,  wc  must  either  suppose  tbut 
pii^isagv?  to  bo  nictii{)hork'aL  or  bold,  with 
many  divines  and  alt  the  Purgrttorijui.s  that 
departed  6«hi1s  flo  not  oil  at  once  arrive  ut  the 
utmost  perfection  of  which  they  Kre  capable.*' 
BodWBL.1..  •'  I  think,  Kir,  that  Is  a  very  raticmal 
supposition,*'    JoiiitsoTv.    "Why  yc>,  Sir;  but 
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we  do  not  know  it  is  a  tnic  one  There  is  no 
harm  in  believing  it:  but  you  tnust  not  compel 
others  lu  umk(?  It  an  article  nf  faith ;  i'oT  it  is 
not  rcveakil/'  Boswei.i«  ♦*  Do  you  lliink^ 
Sir»  it   r  I  a  innn  who  holds  the  doc- 

trine »>(  .  to  pray  lor  the  soulu  of  his 

deeejiaed  n  itjiu-.  Johnson.  *' Why  no,  Sir." 
BoswELL-  *'I  have  been  told,  thnt  in  the 
liturgy  of  the  episcopal  church  of  Scotland, 
there  was  a  form  of  prayer  ihv  the  deud " 
JomnsoK.  "Sir,  it  is  not  in  t!ie  liturgy  whieh 
Laud  framed  for  the  episeofxil  church  of  Scot- 
land :  if  there  h  a  liturgj'  older  than  thirty  I 
ahould  be  glad  to  see  it"  Bos  well.  "  As  to 
our  employment  in  a  future  state,  the  siiei*ed 
writings  say  little.  The  Hevplation,  however, 
of  SL  John  pives  U3  many  ideas,  and  parti- 
cularly mentions  mu*ic/'  Johnsok,  "  Uliy, 
Sir,  ideas  must  be  pvQJi  you  by  means  of 
something  which  you  know :  and  as  to  miisie^ 
there  are  s<uuc  philosophers  and  divines  who 
hjive  inainMiined,  that  we  shall  not  be  pprri- 
tuulised  to  such  a  de^iree,  but  that  sometliing 
of  mutter,  ver^  mueh  refined,  will  renmin.  lu 
that  ease^  music  may  make  a  part  of  our  future 
felicity." 

BoswKLL.  "  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
are  any  well-att««ted  stories  of  the  iippcarancc 
of  ghosts.  Yon  know  there  h  a  famous  story 
of  the  appearance  of  Mrs.  Veal,  prefixed  to 
*  Drelincourt  on  Death.'"  Johnsox.  "  I  believe. 
Sir,  that  is  given  up.'  I  believe  the  woman 
declared  upon  her  death-bed  that  it  was  a  lie." 
BoswELL.  "This  objection  is  made  an:ain5t  the 
truth  of  ghosts  ap[»earing  :  that  if  they  are  in 
a  state  of  happiness,  it  woidd  be  a  puuwhnicnt 
to  them  to  return  to  this  world ;  and  if  they 
arc  in  a  st.ite  of  misery,  it  would  be  eiving 
them  a  respit<!."  Johmson.  **>Vljy,  Sir,  as 
the  happiness  or  misery  of  embodied*  spirits 
does  not  depend  upon  place^  but  is  intellectual, 
we  cannot  say  that  thry  are  leas  happy  or  less 
miserable  by  appearing  upon  eai-th.' 

We  went  down  between  twelve  and  one  to 
Mr*.  Williams's  room,  and  drank  ti^a.  I  men- 
tioned that  we  were  to  have  the  Ueiuain;i  of 
Mr.  Irray,  in  prose  and  verse,  published  by 
Mr.  iLison.  Joirasoiv.  "  I  think  we  have 
had  enou^^h  of  (Iray.  I  we  they  have  published 
a  splendid  edition  of  Akenside'nJ  works.  One 
baci  ode  may  be  suffered ;  but  a  number  of 
them  to;|Tether  makes  one  sick/'  Boswbl.Lu 
*' Akoni^ide's  distinguished  poem  is  his  Tien- 
aures  of  Imagination;'  but  for  my  part^  I  never 
could  admire  it  so  much  as  most  people  do." 
Ji>HWHON.  *•  Sir,  I  could  not  read  it  tJirough.*' 
Hoswij.i,.  '*  I  have  read  it  through ;  but  I 
did  not  hnd  any  great  power  in  it." 

I  mentioned  Elwal,  the  heretic,  whose  trial  ^ 
Sir  John  Pringle  ha«l  given  me  to  read.  John* 


>  Thit  flctiiMi  1 1  kmntn  to  hmr«  b««n  (nvpntixl  lijr  n.vnlal 
Diifrtf,  and  wn  *<l(1ai|  In  th«*  trconil  «>lMUm  of  the  Kii(;liili 
«f*f'  'ctlncourl*!  Wfirk    rwlMth   wnit  oriKi>]<«l1y 
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SON.  **  Sue,  Mr.  Elwal  wa5,  I  thinks  an  irwu- 
raonirer  at  Wolverharaptou ;  and  he  hiwl  a 
mind  to  make  him>elf  famous,  by  being  the 
founder  of  a  new  sect,  which  he  wished  much 
should  be  called  Elwallians.  Ue  held,  ihut 
every  tbinsr  in  the  Old  Testament  that  wiu  not 
typical,  was  to  be  of  perpetual  obwrvancc; 
and  so  he  wore  a  riband  in  the  plaits  of  hi» 
coat,  and  he  also  wore  a  beard.  1  remember  I 
hsid  the  honour  of  diiiinj;  in  company  witli  Mr* 
Elwal.  There  wtis  one  Barter,  a  miller,  who 
wrote  against  him ;  and  you  bad  the  con- 
troversy between  Mr.  Elwal  and  Mr.  Barter. 
To  try  to  make  himself  distinguished,  be  wrote 
a  lctt4?r  to  King  (Jcorge  the  Second,  chnllcng* 
ini;  him  to  dispute  with  him,  in  which  be  fiard, 
"George,  if  vou  be  afraid  to  come  by  yourself, 
to  dispute  with  a  poor    '  '  '    mg 

a  tlinusand  of  your  /  u ; 

and  if  you  should  still  i^-  aifiiin,  m-u  hhv  uiing; 
a  thousand  of  your  red  ^ua^d^,'  Tlie  letter 
hrtd  something  of  the  impudence  of  Juntun  to 
our  present  Ki?]g.  But  the  men  of  Wolveis 
hanipton  were  not  ^o  iiiflauimable  o^  the  com* 
roon  council  of  London  ;  bo  3VIr.  ElwaJ  ftiilcd 
in  his  scheme  of  making  him^df  a  man  of 
great  eon!«equence." 

On  Tuesday,  ^larch  81  ^  be  and  I  dined  ttl 
General  Paoli's.  A  question  was  staHerU 
whether  the  state  of  marritige  was  natiiral  to 
man.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it  is  so  f 
natural  for  a  man  and  woman  to  j 
of  marriage,  that  we  find  all  the  im 
they  have  for  remaining  in  that  conn 
and  the  restraints  which  civilifsed  society 
poses  to  prevent  se|>arotion,  are  hardiv 
ciont  to  keep  them  together/'  The  (jpu< 
saidf  that  in  a  state  of  nature  a  man  aniil 
woman  uniting  together  would  form  a  f^tronjj 
and  constJint  affection,  by  the  mutual  : 
each  would  ri»ceive ;  and  that  the  eanv 
of  diaseuijion  would  not  arise  between 
as  occur  between  husband  and  wife  in  a 
ised  state,  Johnson.  "  Sir,  th»v 
dissensions  enough,  thoui:;h  of  i 
One  would  choose  to  go  a  hunting:  i  i  mi- 
the  other  in  that;  one  would  ch<Mtse  to 
fishing  in  this  lake,  the  other  in  that 
haps,  one  would  choose  to  go  a  hunti 
the  other  would  choose  to  py  a  fishing  J 
they  would  part.  Besides,  Sir,  a  SATsgQ 
and  11  savage  woman  meet  by  ehance : 
when  the  man  sees  another  woman  iJUat  pU 
him  lietter,  he  will  leave  the  first." 

We  then   fell  into  a  disquisition,  wl 
there  is   any  beauty  iudepemlent  of  nl 
The  General  maintained  there  was  not- 
Johnson  maintained  that  there  was ; 
instanced  a  coffee  cup  which  be  held  ii 
hand,  the  painting  of  wbich  was  of  no       ' 
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MM  the  cup  would  hold  the  coffee  eijuallj  well 
if  plain ;  TCt  the  painting  was  beautiful. 

We  talked  of  the  strange  custom  of  swearing 
in  conversation.  The  General  said,  that  all 
bftrhftrous  nations  swore  from  a  certain  violence 
of  temper,  that  could  not  be  confined  to  earth, 
but  was  always  reaching  at  the  powers  above. 
He  said,  too,  that  there  was  greater  variety  of 
fwearing,  in  proportion  as  there  was  a  greater 
Tariety  of  religious  ceremonies. 

Dr.  Johnson  went  home  with  me  to  my 
lodgings  in  Conduit  Street  and  drank  tea,  pre- 
rioDS  to  our  going  to  the  Pantheon,  wnich 
neither  of  us  had  (<een  before. 

He  said,  "Goldsmith's  Life  of  PamcU  is 
poor ;  not  that  it  is  poorly  written,  but  that  he 
had  poor  materials ;  for  nobody  can  write  the 
life  of  a  man,  but  those  who  have  eat  and 
drunk  and  lived  in  social  intercourse  with 
him.** 

I  said,  that  if  it  was  not  troublesome  and 
premming  too  much,  I  would  request  him  to 
teii  me  all  the  little  circumstances  of  his  life ; 
what  schools  he  attended,  when  he  came  to 
OxfoTd,  when  he  came  to  London,  &c.  &c. 
He  did  not  disapprove  of  mv  curiosity  as  to 
these  particulars  ;  but  said,  "^ey'll  come  out 
bj  degrees,  as  we  talk  toj^ether."  ^ 

He  censured  Ruffhead's  Life  of  Pope  * ;  and 
said,  **  he  knew  nothing  of  Pope,  ana  nothing 
of  poetry."  He  praised  Dr.  Joseph  Warton's 
Easst  on  Pope ;  but  said,  **  he  supposed  we 
sbould  have  no  more  of  it,  as  the  author  had 
not  been  able  to  persuade  the  world  to  think 
of  Pope  as  he  did."  Boswell.  "Whj,  Sir, 
shouid  that  prevent  him  from  continumg  his 
work  ?  He  is  an  ingenious  rj>unsel,  who  has 
ma^ile  the  most  of  hi«>  eau>e :  he  is  not  obliged 
to  gain  it."  Johnson.  "  But,  Sir,  there  is  a 
ditTerenre,  when  the  cause  is  of  a  man's  own 
making.** 

We   talke<l  of   the  proper  use  of  riches. 
JoHxsox.  "  If  I  were  a  man  of  a  great  estate,  ! 
I  would  drive  nil  the  ruscals  whom  I  did  not 
lik*:  out  of  the  county,  at  an  electiiui." 

I  asked  him,  how  far  he  thouglit  wealth 
should  be  employed  in  hospitality.     Johnson. 


1 


'•  Mr§.  Piozii  pajr<,  "^'hon,  on  the  18tli  of  Julv.  1773.  I 
hapocuM  tn  alludito  l>i<  fiUiin*  bi'igra|i>ii'r. '  Ami  whi>  will 
br  mr  bioi;r«fihiT,*  »nid  In-,  *  d>t  ycm  think.  ?  '  '  Gohl<iTnitli.  no 
4»ibt.'  rrpliivl  i.  '  .ind  he  will  do  it  the  bett  amonK  Us/  — 
'  Tht  dnw  vniild  write  it  b^'Jt.  to  Ih»  nurc,*  rcpUt^l  hn  ;  '  hut 
hi*  nartkiiiar  niaiiiY  tnw4r«iii  mo,  and  prncnil  di<r(>{{.irU  tor 
Iraih.  Would  iBAkf  Ihi:  book  u^vleii  to  all,  and  injurioni  to 
B}  chararter.'  — '  Oh  ;  a»  to  that.'  SKid  I,  •  we  »hould  all 
b>tm  upon  him.  and  forcer  him  to  do  ynu  juftlcc  ;  but  th«r 
w,r*t  ii.  th*  D<M-t»r  tloct  i:ot  knmr  y(mr  life  ;  nor  can  1  t<'ll, 
avlced.  who  d'*»M.  Mcopt  Dr.  Taylor  of  Afhhourni*.'  — '  Why, 
Tayiitr/  i4id  he, '  ii  better  acquainted  with  my  h'^arf  than 
nr  maa  or  woman  now  ali\e  :  and  thi>  hiiilory  of  my  Oxford 
ipS'jit*  liHj  all  brtuct'n  him  and  Adam*;  tmt  Dr.  Jamrs 
ka9«i  my  very  rarly  d-iyn  Uitrr  than  he.  After  my  coming  to 

^  LaBd<>n  to  drive  thr  wdrM  about  a  lltth*,  you  niiut  all  k<>  to 
JtA  liitwkr^woTth  for  nnecdoti's  :  I  livfd  in  great  familiarity 

!  «itii  hiai  (though  I  think  there  wa«  not  much  .-ilTi'clion)  from 
topyrar  I7'i3  tUl  thi*  ti:ne  Mr.  Thrali*  and  you  took  nu>  u)>. 
liurbd,  how«!vfr.  to  dik.rpixiint  the  rogue*,  and  citln-r  make 

IrxivritetheLife,  withTa>lor'4  intfUigi'nce  ;  or,  which  i* 
ktilrr.  do  it  myMlf,  after  outlivinj;  you  all.    I  urn  now,' 


"  You  are  to  consider  that  ancient  hospitality, 
of  which  we  hear  so  much,  was  in  an  uncom- 
mercial country,  when  men,  being  idle,  were 
glad  to  be  entertained  at  rich  men's  tables. 
But  in  a  commercial  country,  a  busv  country, 
time  becomes  precious,  and  therefore  hospitality 
is  not  so  nmch  valued.  No  doubt  there  is  still 
room  for  a  certain  degree  of  it ;  and  a  man  has 
a  satisfaction  in  seeing  his  friends  eating  and 
drinking  around  him.  But  promiscuous  hos- 
pitality IS  not  the  way  to  gam  reid  influence. 
You  must  help  some  people  at  table  before 
others;  y<m  must  ask  some  people  how  they 
like  their  wine  oftener  than  others.  You  there- 
fore offend  more  people  than  you  please.  You 
arc  like  (he  French  statesman^,  who  said,  when 
he  granted  a  favour,  *  Tat  fait  dix  tnicontents  et 
un  infrrat.'  Besides,  Sir,  being  entertainetl  ever 
so  well  at  a  man*s  table,  impresses  no  lasting 
regard  or  esteem.  No,  Sir,  the  way  to  make 
sure  of  power  and  influence  is,  by  lending 
money  confidentially  to  your  neighl>ours  at  a 
small  interest,  or  perhaps  at  no  interest  ut  all, 
and  having  their  bonds  in  your  jK)ssession." 
BoswELL.  "May  not  a  man,  Sir,  employ  his 
riches  to  advantage,  in  educating  young  men 
of  merit?*'  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir,  if  they  fall 
in  your  way ;  but  if  it  be  understood  that  you 

Eatronise  young  men  of  merit,  you  will  be 
arassed  with  solicitations.  You  will  have 
numbers  forced  upon  you,  who  have  no  merit ; 
some  will  force  them  upon  you  from  mistaken 
partiality ;  and  some  from  downright  interested 
motives,  without  scruple ;  and  you  will  be  dis- 
grace<l." 

"  Were  I  a  rich  man,  I  would  propagate  all 
kinds  of  trees  that  will  grow  in  the  open  air. 
A  greenhou.se  is  childish.  1  would  introduce 
foreign  animals  into  the  country ;  for  instance, 
the  rein -deer."* 

The  conversation  now  turned  on  critical 
subjects.  Johnson.  **  Baye.s,  in  *  The  lle- 
hcar.sid,'  is  a  mighty  silly  character.  If  it  was 
intended  t(»  be  like  a  parlicidar  man,  it  could 
only  be  tlivei  ting  while  that  man  was  renicm- 
b«'re<l.  But  1  question  whether  it  was  meant 
lor  Dryden,  n.s   has    been   reported ;   for  we 


added  he. '  keciiiog  a  diary,  in  hopes  of  using  it  for  tliat  pur. 

p(««o  *ome  time.'  " 

I  su!(p<>ct  that  there  i.t  here  a  ;:ood  de.-il  of  error  ;  the 
:  allusion  tn  Oxford  exploit^  [:»  ucll  as  th<>  ntnr^  ol'tiie  shifs, 
I  antt.  p.  I"*.)  m-ems  inr<msi<itfnt  with  the  evidemi"  of  the 
[  books  of  Peuibnike  and  (MirUt  (Miiirch  Collep"'.  that  Jolni- 
I  i-dii  had   left   Oxford    bi-fore  Ta\lor  eaine  thitlier.     There 

i*  al*o  manifest  iiironsi»tpnry  In  the  n-feremi*  to  Ilawkex. 

worth  for  his  carljf  Lonilon  life    with  the  statonirnt,  th.it 

their  Intim.'iey  beg-m  in  I7'>3.  «-htMi  Johnson  had  lieen  already 

tixtevn  ye.irs'in  London.  —  Choker. 
-  Owen  Hiiffhi-.id  wsis  b'Tii  iti   17"J3.  and  liitnl  in  I7»"''.»;  in 

which3LMr  hi*  "  Life  of  I'opi- "  w,i»  publi>h<-d      Thr  ma- 
.  terials  were  »iipplled  by  Dr.  Wdrburtt»ii.  whocorroctwl  the 

prooi  hheets Wri'Jiit. 

■'  Thiii  "  French  statesman  "  was  I^uis  the  Fuurte<-nth. 

—  I.(K-Kli4Rr. 

<  Thi4  projei't  has  since  been  realiMHi.  Sir  Henry  T.iddel, 
wlii>  made  a  spirited  t-iur  into  I.upland,  br<iU|(ht  tu<)  reiii- 
di-er  to  hi!>  e<tate  in  Norlhumbei  twind,  «heri>  they  brcti ;  but 
the  race  Um  unfitrtunaSi-l^  |  cri.iiuti.  —  Uu^twbLL. 
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know  some  of  the  pjisaages  said  to  be  ridiculed 
were  written  since  the  Rehearsal  t  at  least  a 


pasaage 


je  mentioned  in  the  Preface  is  of  n  later 
date," '  I  miiintiiined  tlmt  It  hud  merit  as  a 
general  satire  on  the  self-imporlMnce  of  <lra- 
matic  authors.  But  even  in  tiiia  light  lie  held 
it  very  cheap. 

We  then  walked  to  the  PaDtheon.  The  Orst 
view  of  it  did  not  strike  us  «o  much  as  Kane- 
Iftgh  *,  of  which  he  said,  the  coup  (fail  was  the 
fineat  thing  he  hnd  ever  seen."  The  truth  is, 
Hanelagh  is  of  a  more  beautiful  form ;  more  of 
it|  or  rather  indeed  the  whole  rotunda,  appears 
at  once,  and  it  h  better  lighted.  However,  as 
Johnson  observed,  we  saw  the  Pantheon  in 
time  of  mourning,  when  there  waa  a  dull  uni- 
formity ;  whereas  we  had  seen  lianclnsh  when 
tlie  view  was  enlivened  with  a  gay  prolusion  of 
colours.  Mrs.  Boaville  \  t»f  Gunthwait^  in  York- 
shire, joined  xLS-^  and  entered  into  conversation 
witii  us.  Johnson  said  to  me  afterwards,  "Sir, 
thia  h  a  mighty  intelli^gent  lady." 

I  said  there  was  not  half  a  guineas  worth  of 
pleasure  in  seeing  this  place.  Johnso?*.  ''  But, 
bir,  there  Is  half  a  guinea's  worth  of  infei'iority 
to  other  people  in  not  having  seen  it."  Bos- 
well.  ""  I  doubt,  Sir,  whether  there  are  many 
happy  people  here."  Jounson.  **  Yes,  Sir,  there 
are  many  happy  people  here.  There  are  many 
people  here  who  are  watching  hundreds,  and 
who  think  hundreds  are  watching  them." 

Happening  to  meet  Sir  Adam  Ferguson  *,  I 
presenteil  him  to  Dr.  Johnson,  bir  Adam 
expressed  some  apprehension  that  the  Pantheon 
would  encourage  luxury.  "  Sir  "  i<aid  John- 
son, ''^  I  am  a  great  friend  to  public  ajnuse- 
ments ;  for  they  keep  people  from  vice.  Y'ou 
now,"  jiddressing  himself  to  me,  "  would  have 
been  with  a  wench,  ha^l  you  not  been  here. 
Oh  !  I  forgot  you  were  married." 

Sir  Adam  Buggcsted,  that  lu.\ury  corrupts 
a  people^,  and  destroys  the  spirit  of  liberty. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  is  all  visionary.  1  would 
not  give  half  a  guinea  to  live  under  one  form 
of  government  rather  than  another.    It  ia  of 


'  Dr,  1. 


ihTi*>-.Tt  5crTP»  to  have  meant  t^p  a'iJri^i'i.  to  thr- 


It  AHieurii. 
.1  '1 


Mrtal."   after 

I  »>*««•■*  ben  flUu<l. 

-  Al4LON«.    Bk}-o»  v 

William  D»Ten»nt,  a^ 


«krt« 

Otl     I'M  i  '■■■ 1  —  '     Klt.,     i.       iU:    . 

to  w  ,  '  .     .       .         ' 


DO  moment  to  the  happiness  of  an  individual. 
Sir,  the  danger  of  tlie  abutte  of  power  is  no- 
thing to  a  private  man.  \\Tiat  IretjihiiiHu  Ss 
prevented  from  passing  his  life  as  he  |ileiu*es  ?'** 
S»»  AiiAM.  *'But,  Sir,  in  the  British  conuti- 
tulion  it  is  surely  of  importance  to  kcej»  tij*  » 
spirit  in  the  people,  so  as  to  ppe&erve  a  baJaucje 
against  the  crown."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  1  per- 
ceive you  are  a  vile  Whig.^  Why  ;dl  tliia 
childisli  jealousy  of  the  power  of  the  crown  ? 
The  crown  has  not  power  enough*  When  I 
say  that  all  governments  are  alike,  I  cunnider 
that  in  no  government  power  can  be  abused 
long.  Mankind  wdl  not  bear  it.  If  a  sovereign 
oppresses  his  people  to  a  great  degree,  they 
will  rise  and  cut  off  his  hea<L  Tlicrc  is  a 
remedy  in  human  nature  against  tyranny,  that 
will  keep  us  safe  under  every  form  of  govern- 
ment  Had  not  the  people  of  France  thought 
themselves  honoured  in  sharing  in  the  brillittnl 
actions  of  Loui^  XIV,,  they  would  not  hare 
endured  him ;  and  we  may  say  the  same  of  the 
King  of  Prussia's  people."  Sir  Adam  intro- 
duceil  the  ancient  Greeko  and  Romans.  Johk* 
SON,  "  Sir,  the  moss  of  both  of  them  were 
barbarians.  The  mass  of  every  peoj>le  must 
be  barbarous  where  there  is  no  printing,  and 
consequently  knowledge  is  not  generally  dif- 
fused. Knowledge  is  diffused  among  our  peo- 
ple by  the  newspapers."  Sir  Adam  mentioned 
the  orators,  poets,  and  artists  of  Greece.  Jouif- 
803f .  **  Sir,  I  am  talking  of  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple. We  see  even  wliat  the  boaste«i  Athenians 
were-  The  little  effect  which  Demngthcnes' 
orations  had  upon  them  shows  that  they  were 
barbjirians." 

Sir  Adam  was  unlucky  in  his  topics ;  for  h« 
sug^tcd  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  bisliofis 
having  seats  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Jouxsojt. 
'*  How  so,  Su:  ?  Who  is  more  pr(.»per  for 
having  the  dignity  of  a  peer,  than  a  bishop, 
provided  abi.shop  be  what  he  ouj^ht  to  be?  and 
if  improper  bishops  be  made,  diat  w  not  the, 
fault  of  the  bishops,  but  of  those  who 
them." 
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On  Swtirlw,  April  5.,  after  attending  dirinc 
ik»      '  "-■     T\urg  qliurch,  I  found  liim  alone. 

It  r '  of  his  acqiisiintJinfe,  a  na* 

I  ha  fsttid,  "  lie  has  a  g^reat  deal 

r  I ;  but  he  h  also  very  defective 

li, .<    ,.     .-     His  inner  part  is  good,  but 

hi»  outer  part  is  mighty  awkward.  Y"ou  in 
Scotland  do  not  attain  that  nicu  mtical  skill  in 
lAn;tua^c«^  whicli  wo  get  in  our  achoola  in 
Fn  jlaniL  I  would  not  put  a  boy  to  him,  whom 
tor  a  man  or  learning.  But  lor  the 
£enA,  who  are  to  learn  a  little,  get 
guixi  morals^  ft»(l  then  go  to  trade,  he  may  do 

ii;' 

'  in  which  I  had  appeared 

t"  the  Gtiucnd  Assembly 

ind,  wht-rt"  a  Probathner 

jrh,  but  not  yet  ordained, 

1  in  his  npplication  to  be 

ii   V.  1^  ;  il  _  «l  that  he  had 

iiiMii    l;\  ■  years  before. 

,  if  he  has  rei)cnted,  it  is 

Kin.     A  man  who  is  good 

ugh  t4>  gti  lo  h<_'uven,  is  good  cnoafjh  to  be 

rnmn.**    Tht*  wa*  a  humane  and  liberal 

But  the  t^'haraeter  of  a  clerjnrman 

r'd  thtin  that  of  an  ordinary  OhrtA- 

io  instruct  with  authority,  he 

d  with  revervnce,  tis  one  upon 

•'■  V      'id  the  effect  to  set 

ions,  aa    men   less 

. .,  ...i..,    ,  and  yet  upon  the 

t'xcluded  from  heaven,  have 

'  u.  by  the  predominauce  o(" 

men  may  be  considered 

i>  all  men  are,  cannot  be 

tion  will  not  counteract 

>  mui.'h,  m  the  abaoluto 

iving  been  jruilty  of  ccr- 

p  IS.    I  told  him,  that  by 

rrh  of  Scotland,  in  their 

if  a  xcnndiil^  a»  it  la 

'  *  '  '• •-^,  it  can- 

un!e$k«  it 

-.,i-  ilsigrant ;" 

,  whether  for- 

-  nature  ;  and 

that  it  did  not  deserve 

!i    ri«   it  wa«  Trot  one  of 

:  avity  of 

1  accepts 

U      JOHWSON. 

A  heinous 
lum   n.tr  wliKti  a   mai;   is   punished  with 


KlphtueoiK) :  trr  mt/i,  p.  65.  n.  4.  —  C«o«xt, 
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death  or  banbhmcnt."  Boswell.  **  But,  Sir, 
afteT  I  had  ari^ued  that  it  was  not  a  heinoua 
sin,  an  old  clergrymau  rose  ujjt,  and  rej>eating 
the  text  of  seripture  denounein*;  jitd<j;meiit 
against  whoremongers,  asked,  whether,  consi- 
dering this,  there  could  be  any  don''  -  '  *'■  ■* 
nieation  being  a  heinous  ain/' 
"Why,  Sir,  observe  the  word  wfw  .,     . 

Every  sin,  if  persisted  in,  wUl  become  heinoutf. 
Whoremonger  ia  a  dealer  in  whores*^  as  in»n- 
monger  is  a  dealer  in  iron.  But  as  you  don't 
call  a  man  an  iromuonger  for  buying  aiid 
selling  a  penknife ;  so  you  don't  call  a  man  a 
whoremouger  Ibr  getting  one  wench  witli 
child."  "^ 

I  spoke  of  tJie  ineauidity  of  the  livings  of 
the  clergy  in  Englana,  and  the  scanty  provi- 
sions of  some  of  the  curates.  Johnbos*  "  Why 
yes,  Sir  ;  but  it  cannot  be  helt>ed.  You  miipt 
eontiider,  that  the  revenue.*!  ot  the  clergy  aj^c 
not  at  the  disposal  of  the  state,  like  the  pay  of 
an  army.  Different  men  have  fonnd<,>d  dif- 
ferent churehea ;  and  some  arc  better  cndowetl, 
some  worse.  The  state  cannot  interfere  and 
make  an  equal  division  of  what  ha^t  been  |iiu-ti'> 
cularly  appropriated.  Now  when  a  clergyman 
hviS  but  a  small  living,  or  even  two  snidJl 
living!*,  he  can  afford  very  little  to  the  curate." 

He  said,  he  went  more  frequently  t*>  church 
when  there  were  prayers  only,  than  when  there 
was  also  a  s^ermon,  a**  the  ])eiijde  retjuirvd  more 
an  example  for  the  one  than  the  other ;  it 
being  much  easier  tor  them  to  hear  4  sermon, 
than  to  fix  their  mindtt  on  prayer. 

Un  Mou<luy,  April  6.,  I  dineii  with  him  at 
Sir  Alexander  Muednn aid's,  where  wa:*  a  voting 
officer  in  the  regimentals  id'  the  Scots*  Uoya!, 
wlio  lalket.l  with  u  vivacity,  llucncy,  and  pre- 
cision so  uncommon,  that  be  attractnl  parti- 
cular attention.  He  proved  to  be  ihe  Honour- 
able Thomas  Erskine,  youngtwt  bmtJier  to  the 
Earl  of  Buehan,  who  ha^  since  ri»cn  into  suoh 
brilliant  reputation  at  the  bar  in  Westmiusler 
Hall.^ 

Fielding  being  mentioned,  Johnj»on  f^x claim- 
ed, "  He  was  a  blockhead ;  *'    and  ujxm   my 
expressing  my  astomshment  at  so  fctrangc  an 
assertion,  he  said,  "  Wh&t  I  mean  by  bis  being 
a  blockhead  is,  that  he  was  a  barren  rascid. 
H0SWBI.L.     *'  Will  you  not  allow,  Sir,  thai  he 
draws  very  natural  pictures  of  huniim  lif*'  ?  " 
JoHKSON.     **  Why,  air,  it  Is  of  ver\ 
Richardson  U5e<l  to  say,  that  hud  he 
who  Fielding  was,  be  should  have  beoc  vl^  ne 


■  bmrno  by  the  titl«  of  Lord  Ert.kln<«,  torm  ftfUtr  which  tlntp 
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question,**  JoHKaow.  **No»  Sir,  it  iloes  not 
solve  the  question.  It  does  not  follow^  that 
what  a  wan  would  do  is  therefore  right.*'  I 
said,  I  wished  to  have  it  settled,  whether 
duelling  was  contrary  to  Uic  laws  of  Chris- 
tiftuity.  Johnson  immodiatelj  entered  on  the 
Bubjeot,  and  tr€att*d  H  in  a  mostorly  miuuier  ; 
and,  BO  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  recolkrti 
his  thoughts  were  these :  **  Sir,  m  men  be- 
come in  a  }u<'h  dejjree  refined,  various  causes 
of  oflence  anse  ;  wliich  Jire  cnnsiderecl  to  be  of 
such  tin  port  an  ce,  that  life  must  be  staked  to 
atone  for  thein,  though  in  reality  they  arc 
not  8o.  A  body  that  has  received  a  very 
fine  fH)lish  may  be  easily  hurt.  Before  men 
arrive  at  this  ai-tificial  refinement,  if  one  tells 
hi*  neighbour  — he  lies,  his  neighbour  tells 
him —  he  lies;  if  one  gives  bis  neighbour  a  blow, 
hb  neighbour  gives  him  a  blow ;  but  in  a 
state  of  highly  jiolishod  society,  an  affront  h 
held  to  |j€  a  serious  injury.  It  must,  there- 
fore, be  resented,  or  rather  a  duel  must  l>c 
fought  upon  it ;  ns  men  have  agreed  to  banish 
from  society  «">ne  who  puts  up  with  an  atlront 
without  fighting  a  dueL  Now,  Sir,  it  is  never 
unlfiwful  to  fight  in  self-defence.  He,  then, 
who  fight*  a  duel,  tloes  not  fight  from  passion 
against  his  antagonist,  but  out  of  self-defence; 
to  avert  the  stigma  of  the  world,  and  to 
prevent  himself  from  being  driven  out  of 
Aouiety.  I  eould  wish  there  was  not  that 
supertluity  of  refinement;  but  while  such 
notions  prevail,  no  doubt  a  man  may  lawfully 
fight  a  duel." 

^  "Let  it  be  rememberedi  that  this  justifica- 
tion is  applical)le  only  to  the  person  who 
receiecs  an  aflront.  AL  mankind  must  con- 
demn the  aggressor/' ' 

The  General  told  us,  that,  when  he  waa  a 
very  young  man,  1  think  only  fifteen,  serving 
under  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  he  was  sitting 
in  a  company  at  table  with  a  prince  of 
Wirtemberg.  T\xq  prince  took  up  ft  glnaa  of 
wine,  and,  ny  a  fillip,  made  some  of  it  fly  in 
Oglethor|>e's  face.  Here  was  a  nice  dilemma. 
To  have  chiUlengcd  him  instantly,  might  have 
fijted  a  quarrelsome  character  upon  tJhe  young 
soldier :  to  have  taken  no  notice  of  it,  might 


'  The  f^tM-tit  dliquiiitinni  oa  thl*  rubjc-rt  bring  pain- 
follj  Ui  f(HtjJJ«vt*on  the  d*j«th  of  Mr.  lio«weir«  cldeat 
Miini,  Sir  Alei4itil«r,  wl>o  wiiu  kUled  In  *  dii«K  u-Ulnv 
from  a  HltJ^'<k^  rtUpute,  on  the  astbof  MmtH.  1831. 1>f  Ur. 
Stuart,  of  Dumi^nt.  &t«  otut,  Mth  Oct.  177d.— Caositii. 
r.iiiiPM  HM  durlUug  wa«  quoled  OD  lir.  Stuut'i 
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«   M 
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—  Cmikbii. 


kpitt,  Sum.  tA  PhaoDfm.  (.  ftl .    Butiriill  juuior  rather  cob- 
jcviurw  (ant  tb«  ptcsage  ww  1.  4^. :  — . 


••  SJ.  ni«l  quae  fucle  ftotorll  U  dtgiin  Y\AvTi, 
NutU  futur«  UM  ctl ;  nulla  fbtura  tiu  o»t :" 


»n  V  i 
orlgluiK    — 


have  \>Qen  considered  as  cowardice.  Oglethorpe, 
therefore,  kcopinf^  his  eye  uf)on  the  prince, 
and  Bmiling  all  the  time,  as  if  he  toot  what 
his  highnojfis  had  done  in  jest,  said  **  Mtm 
Prince^  — "  (I  forget  the  French  words  he 
used;  the  purport  however  was)  "Tliat's  n  good 
joke ;  but  we  do  it  much  better  in  Kngland  ;  *' 
luid  threw  a  whole  glass  of  wine  in  the  print  t-'s 
face.  An  old  general,  who  sat  by,  ?ia)«l,  "  H  « 
hien  fait,,  man  prince^  rinix  ftivcz  commtnci- :  ** 
and  thus  all  ended  in  pxaX  humour/* 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  Pray,  (iei»eral,  give  ua 
an  account  of  the  siege  of  lielgrade/'  *  Upon 
which  the  general,  pouring  a  little  wine  upon 
tlie  table,  described  every  thing  witb  a  wet 
finger  :  "Here  we  were;  here  were  the  TurkH," 
&c,  &c.  Johnson  listened  with  the  closest  at- 
tention. 

A  question  was  started,  how  far  people  wha 
disagree  in  a  capital  point  cn\v  live  in  friend- 
ship trvgeiher.  J<ihnson  said  they  might 
Goldsmith  said  they  could  not,  as  tiiey  had  not 
tlie  idem  vcUe  abpie  idem  nolle — ^the  same  likings 
and  the  same  aversions.  Jounbos.  '*  Why, 
Sir,  you  must  shun  the  subject  as  to  which  ywu 
disagree.  For  instance,  I  can  live  very  well 
with  Burke :  I  love  his  knowledge,  liis  genius, 
his  ditfiisJon,  and  affluence  of  conversation ; 
but  I  would  not  talk  to  him  of  the  Hockinghani 
party/'  *  Goi^ismitu.  "  But,  Sir,  when  [K'Ople 
live  together  who  have  something  as  to  which 
they  disagree,  and  which  they  want  to  shun, 
they  will  be  in  the  situation  mentione*!  in  the 
slory  of  Bluebeard :  'You  may  look  into  all 
the  chambers  but  one.'  But  we  should  have 
the  greatest  inclination  to  look  into  thtit  rhnin* 
ber,  to  talk  of  that  subject/*  JouNSiJH  (wilb 
a  loud  voice).  "  Sir,  I  am  not  saying  tirnt  you 
could  live  in  friendship  with  a  man  from  whom 
you  difler  as  to  some  point ;  I  am  only  saying 
that  /  could  do  it.  You  put  me  in  mint! 
Sappho  in  Ovid/'* 

Goldsmith  told  us,  that  be  was  now  bi 
writing  a  Natural   History  * ;    and,    that 
might  have  full  leisure  for  it,  he  had 
lodgings  at  a  farmer's  house,  near  to  the] 
mile-stone,  on  the  Edgeware-road,   and 
carried  down  his  books  in  two  returned 


If  to  no  charmt  thcvu  wilt  thy  h*nrt  reslfti 
But  iucfa  u  merit,  wch  as  rqual  thioo. 
Bt  none,  alu  I  by  noine.  thna  ian*t  \t  tRcr?«d, 
Pnaon  aloae  bj  Pbatnt  tniui  be  loted."" 

if  (Tifir    qMipl,i,l|i<.|| 

>  g ' " 

the  allusion,     BokwrU't  woiiii 
Phaon,  not  to  Sappho  ;  iind  «>. 
rfhutr.    ?c*rh»(>»  ine  nx^aning  mas  m-.    ■ 
nble  as  Sappho,  wbom  oothlng  could  pic 
w««  WBDClng." 

" cai  piarukiitt  laljornn  ? 

111^  met  cuitus  UQkUt  *iKU*r  «t>r«t."    1.  1&. 


1  canooi.  however,  tee  bow  ettli 
lndtic<l  Any  thinjc  else  In  the  ep: 


oil  irr  ,11  uiir 


'  For  whom  should  Happbn  u«^  tut-h  aru  aa  thatt  F  -^i 
H«'i  gone  whom  vtily  aho  deairvd  to  pJi 


Tills  h  A  itralned  ex(it«n«tloii : 
give.  —  Crokick. 
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lie  iAitl,  lie  Ijelieveii  tbe   farmer's 

il,..i,.,j.r  I,;.,,  nr,  .»i,i  -.l,!,r-,,.f..r^  BimUar 

']   to  bi£ 

li  Gentle. 

Mr*Micklo\  ihe   truiisUror  of  •*Tht» 

an!  I,  went  to  visit  him  ftt  this  jiilairi* 

lie  was  not  at  homo  ; 

V  lo  fw^e  bis  apiirtiwent, 

;uiil  liiuuj  curious  scrAps  of  tie- 

:  ariiiuids,  >crawled  upon  the  wall 


;o9tj  being   iutroducetl. 

^' 

^t  he  had  told  me  of  a 

t! 

honest  man,  untl  ti  man 

i 

'1  t.j  him  thiit  he  had 

im. 

iiiith    told    U5,    he 

F " 

r,    the   Reverend 

¥■ 

u  iii.^  ai>*o  hud  seen  one.     Ge- 

F 

N*M  lis^  thut  Prcudargttst,  an 

re; 

!nrlborong:li"s  army,  hnd 

»}' 

li  4  iVii-nds,  that  he  alioiihl 

lit 

;  that  ujK>n  thot  day  n 

li- 

the  French  ;  thut  ttl'ler 

'     iiM*l  wan  Htill  alive, 

rh<?j  were   yet   in 

ii 

iiii,  where  was  hi» 

tv. 

^aveJy  answered, 
.,„,,.,.. la;,'  wh;it  you  sec." 

Soon 

thtrc   eame  a  shot  from  a 

Frmvc] 

to  which   the   ordtrri  for  a 

f< 

-  liiid  not  yet  reaehed,    And 

\ 

n  till?  spot.    Colonel  Cecil, 

-  efTcets,  found   in 

i;^  solemn  entry:  — 

u 

J     "Dreiunl — or        — —  * 

1 

sucoti*  me : "  (hero  the  very 

Kv 

iM-ntioned.) 

t> 

cd  with  Sir 

Jglm    ! 

..■Luiod    for    high 

trt-A^Kir! 

1  {)e    suid|   he    \ti^ 

wt|]|     ( 

.,     ....  ione  came  and  in- 
truth   of  tJjis   story,  which 

■Hrwi 

P^" 

u   the  time,  und  wus  then 
,1 

i  * 

H'l. 

]  11.,  he  appointed  me 

L 

,    uk   the    evening,  when    he 

■i, 

rt?  to  pve  nic   ftome  assiai- 
iifMr  of  IittatJ«%    the   school- 

■Xl'.'J 

at.^:!-- 

iltowti,  for  whotu  I  wus  to 

appear  in  the  House  of  Lords.  "When  I  cami% 
I  found  him  unwilllno:  to  exert  himself.  1 
pressed  him  to  write  down  hi;)  tlioujt!;l»t8  upon 
the  subject.  He  s«id,  "Tliere's  no  oceaaiou 
for  my  writing :  Fll  talk  to  you/'  He  was, 
however,  at  last  prevailetl  on  to  dictate  ta 
me,  while  I  wrote.' 

"This,  Sir/*  said  he,  "you  are  to  turn  in 
your  mind,  and  make  tbe  l»est  ui»e  of  it  ycm 
can  in  your  speech." 

Of  our  frieml  Goldsmith  he  said,  "  Sir,  he 
Is  so  muL-li  alraid  of  being  unnoticed,  that 
he  often  talks  mL-rtily  l^at  yua  ^ibnuld  furp^t 
that  he  in  in  the  t  ompany."  Hoswki.l.  '*  \  cji, 
he  8t:inde<  lorwurtt."  Johnson  "  Trut%  Sir ; 
but  if  a  nnui  \a  to  at  and  forward,  he  should 
wish  to  do  it,  not  in  an  awkward  pt^iurc, 
not  in  rag*,  not  so  sia  that  he  shall  only  be 
expo^erl  tcj  ridicule/'  Uoswjell.  "  For  my 
part^  I  like  very  well  to  hcur  honest  Gold- 
Kmltb  (nlk  away  carelcisslv."  Joiiwgoit,  •*  W  by, 
yes.  Sir;  but  he  ehould  not  like  to  hear 
himjself." 

On  Tuesday,  April  14-,  tbe  decree  of  the 
court  of  sessions  in  tbe  ScboiOniastcr'a  cause* 
wa*  reversed  in  the  House  of  Lordu,  afier  a 
very  eltujuent  gpe**cb  by  Lord  Man.-^ljeJtl, 
who  showed  himself  an  adrpt  in  scbiiol  di»- 
ci[iline,  but  I  thought  wns  too  rigorous 
towards  my  client.  On  the  evening  of  tlie 
next  day  I  supped  with  Dr.  Johnson,  at  the 
Crown  and  Aucnor  tavern,  in  the  Strand,  in 
company  with  Mr.  Langton  and  hisi  brother- 
in-law,  Lord  Binning.*  I  repeated  a  aeutence 
of  Lonl  Mansfiebrs  speech,  of  which,  by  the 
aid  of  Mr.  Lontjlauds,  tlie  solicitor  on  the 
other  fiide,  who  obligingly  allowed  me  to 
compare  hh  note  with  my  own,  I  hav**  n 
full  copy  :  —  '*  My  Lords,  severity  is  not  th»? 
way  to  govern  either  boys  or  men/*  "  Nay," 
said  Johnson,  "  it  is  the  way  to  f^vem  then*. 
I  know  not  whether  it  be  the  way  to  mend 
tbein." 

1  talked  of  the  recent*  expulsion  of  six 
studentfl  from  the  tiniversity  of  Oxford,  who 
were  mcthodists,  and  would  not  desipt  from 
publicly  praying  and  exhorting.  Jojunsoj^. 
**Sir,  that  expulsion  was  extremely  just  and 
proper.     AMiat    have   they  to   do  at  aji  uni- 


ItS'K   J<tM>i>  \tk.ikia     t)*ia  u\it  nt  M   Arittj  h  I'-titrirvTii.iit         William  t'^nril     nrho    uii    irnt    In   thr>    Tnwirr  tn    1744.   ftiiilil 
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;  tnu  Kl»  olfaiit  wurki  atk*  niwjtl  aU  I       ^    J~h)t,  atui  tome  ihtilkr  la*   ftrvumt'nt*.   *birU   ■'ojU 
1   ^..rj  «,>Mrii  ^Mttrrotai  Ox*  r^^^rr^^^^vo   mtU  h*  fo»n»a  roUMrtakl  Ir* 
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versiTv,  wlio  arc  not  willm^  ta  be  taught, 
but  wiJl  presume  to  tench  'f  Where  ia  religion 
to  be  ksirni  but.  ai  an  uujversily^  Sir,  tbcy 
were  exauiined,  wid  found  to  be  mighty 
ignorant  fellowji."  Boswrll.  **  But,  wiis  ft 
not  biirtl,  Sir,  U)  exfuU  theia;  for  I  luii  told 
they  were  good  beings  ? "  JouNsaK.  "  I 
believe  they  might  be  pood  beingii ;  but  they 
were  not  lit  to  be  in  I  he  Uuiveraity  of  Oi- 
iurth  A  cow  la  a  very  good  unimal  In  the 
field ;  but  wc  turn  her  out  of  a  gardeiu*' 
Lord  Elibank  used  to  r<i[>eut  ihijj  &«  an  11- 
luHtriiiiou  uncommonly  hunpy. 

Desirous  of  oallint:  Johupon  fortli  to  tulk, 
tind  cxercisi.''  his  wit,  tliough  1  should  myself 
be  the  object  of  it^  I  resolutely  venturer!  to 
undertake  thi?  defence  of  eouvivial  indulgence 
in  wine,  though  he  waa  not  to-ni«^bt  iu  the 
most  jtf»:'Hiul  htimour.  After  urg^in^j  the  com- 
mon phiusible  topics,  1  at  last  had  recoui-^e 
to  the  uunnini,  in  t^itto  Veritas,  a  man  who  is 
well  wiumed  with  wine  will  speak  truth- 
JoHXsoN.  "Why*  Sir,  that  m>iy  be  an  ar- 
gument for  drinking  if  you  supjtose  meii  in 
gt'iierul  to  be  liars.  Jiiit,  Sir,  I  would  not 
keen  conipiuiy  with  \i  (ellow  who  lie«5  wi  lou<j 
as  he  i&  sober,  and  whom  you  mvLst  make 
drunk  Iwfore  you  can  get  a  word  of  truth 
out  of  him/'  ♦ 

Mr.  Laiiifton  toM  iw  he  wa*  about  to  e«tA- 
blinh  a  si'luiot  upm  hlii  estate;  btit  It  bail 
bet.'ii  au<j;Testeii  to  him.  Unit  it  niijifht  have  a 
tendency  to  midte  the  people  less  industrious. 
JouNHoiV.  "No,  Sir;  while  learning  to  read 
nnd  write  h  a  distinction,  the  few  who  have 
that  distinction  may  be  the  less  inclined  to 
work ;  but  when  every  body  learns  to  read  and 
write,  it  is  no  longer  a  distinction.  A  man 
who  hus  a  laced  waistcoat  is  too  iine  r  man  to 
work  ;  but  if  evcrj'  btniy  had  laced  waiHtc<JUts, 
wv  hliould  have  people  workintj  in  hieed  waisL- 
casuts.  There  are  no  peoj>le  what^ever  more 
industrious,  none  who  work  more,  than  out 
nmiiufa<'turei*s;  yet  they  have  all  learnt  to  read 
and  write.  Sir,  you  must  not  neglect  doing  a 
thing  immediately  good,  from  fcnjr  of  remote 
evil ;  from  fear  ot  its  bem»:^  abused.  A  marj 
who  has  candles  may  ait  up  too  late,  which  he 
would  not  dn  if  he  had  not  candles ;  but  no- 
boiiy  will  deny  that  the  art  of  making  caadJcji, 
b^  which  light  is  continued  to  us  beyond  the 
tmie  that  the  sun  gives  us  light,  is  a  valuable 
art,  and  ought  to  be  preserved."  Boswbi.l. 
^'  But,  Sir,  would  it  not  be  better  to  follow 
nature,  and  go  to  bed  and  rise  just  as  nature 
gives  us  b'ght  or  withholds  it?  "  Johh9o?i.  "No, 
Sir  i    for  then  we  should  have   no  kind  of 


«  Mrt.  Pliml.  In  her  "  AUfcdolMi.*'  p,  3Ci..  Iiu  ^ten  tm 
•TrOTM~'n»  «».'»f«itit  nt  thU  Inrhlf^ttf   n*  of  many  tithT»,     Shr 
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equality  in  tJie  partition  of  our  time  bctvrii«iQ 
bleeping  and  wakinf;,  It  would  be  vcrr  <Uf- 
fercut  iu  different  dcaitonii  and  in  dUlen^nt 
pl»ee£i.  In  some  of  the  northern  ptirU  of 
Scotland  how  little  light  h  there  in  the  deptii 
of  winter !  " 

"We  talked  of  Tacitus,  and  I  '  '    !  an 

opinion  that,  with  all  his  merit  f>  m, 

shrewdness  of  judgment,   and  tci  i«x- 

pres&ron,  be  wa.s  loo  compact,  to<»  i  ..*n 

into  hints,  ttB  it  were,  :iii*i,  tlierel'      ,  uili- 

cult  to  be  ujiderstood.  To  my  great  fatisfoc- 
tion,  Dr.  Johnson  sanctioned  tbi*  opinion. 
"  Tacitus,  Sir,  sceias  to  me  rather  to  have 
made  note^  for  an  blstorical  work,  than  to  have 
written  a  histcjry."  • 

At  this  time,  it  appears,  from  bis  **  Prayers 
and  MedltutiouK,"  that  he  had  been  more  than 
commonly  diligent  in  religious  <iuti<'ii,  narti- 
cularly  in  readitit;  the  Holy  Scriptures.  It  wati 
Fasisiion  Week,  that  solemn  season  which  Ujp 
Cliristian  world  has  appropriated  to  the  comme* 
moration  of  the  mysterie*!  of  our  redemption, 
and  during  which,  whatever  etnbera  of  rciicion 
are  in  our  breasts,  will  be  kindled  into  ptuua 
warm  til. 

I  paid  him  short  visits  both  on  Friday  and 
Saturday ;  and,  seeing  hi*  Urge  folio  <jrecJt 
Testami'nt  befon?  him,  beheld  him  wiih  a 
reverential  awe,  and  would  not  intrude  upon 
hk  time.  While  he  wa*  thus  employed  to  «jrh 
Rood  purpose,  and  while  his  frieuds*  in  lliieir 
intercourse  with  him  cont^tantly  found  a  lijiar- 
ous  intellect  and  u  lively  imarrination,  it  is 
melancholy  to  reoii  in  his  pri 
mind  la  unsettled  and  my  m  U 

have  of  late  turned  my  thm^ 
u.«ie]e6S   earucstneas   upon   pa.Hi   incidents, 
biive  yet  got  no  command  over  my  thoui " 
an  nnplcasing  incident  is   tdmo«t   ccrtaii 
binder  my  rest."    [p.  Ill-]     What  phih 
heroism  waa  it  in   him   to   sppcitr  with 
manly  forlitutle  to  the  world,  while   he 
inwanlly  so  distressed  f  We  may         '    '    Vi 
tliat  the  mysterious  principle  of 
perfect  through  suflering, '  was  ii 
exemplified  in  him. 

On  Sunday,  April   19.,   being   EusUir- 
General  Paoli  ana  I  paiil  him  a  visit  b 
dinner.     We  talke<i  of  the  notion  tliat 
persona  can  diatiumdsh  colours  by  the   U 
Johnson  said,  that  Pmfcssor  San  ndei'S*in* 
tions  his  havinjr  attempted  to  ilo  it,  but 
he  found  he  was  aiming  at  an  iutpossibi 
that,  to  be  sure,  a  diflerence  in  the  suj 
makej  the  dilTerence  of  colours  ;  but  that 
ierence  ts  bo  tine,  that  tt  is  not  sensible 


*  It  If  rpnibrkaliln  tlint  Lnnl  Munboddo.  irbmm.ott 

of  hU  rfiriiiliUity  Dr,  J«jitiii*i>ri  In  M>mi*  pArttr-nNn. 

1   Ktt««v|r  «>illtlrin  or  hJirt.  hiu,  lijf  r    ; 

Jitnp  rcinark.  ^  Ongin  and  )*ru^ 

1  edit.    p.   VIU.  —  Bu!>wiLi.i.       S, 


III     IM."    M  IK 


nturkiiig    lliwwrl 


Mt.(i3. 
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» 
¥ 


Unafeh,  TliR  Gcnt^ol  mentioned  ju^^gtert  and 

fr  ,    '  •  '                         '   ,  ooulfi  know  cards 

t  I  Biiki,  '*Tlio  cards 

♦*  'li^  uiuri.  im  \i*sA  polished  than 

^niiruU     Till'  General   said, 
f  1  Ic  sound,  but 

f  I  ion  of  somnls. 

1  truiu   tbis  opinion,    and 

ti  !  s«roet  sound  of  :i  fine 

w*iri44*fcu"«j  \nice.  JoHPtsoN.  *'  No,  Sir,  if  n 
»erpcDt  ur  a  toud  uttcrod  it,  you  would  thluk 
it  ugly.'*  BuswF.rx.  "  So  jou  would  think, 
Sir,  were  &  beautiful  tune  to  be  uttered  by  one 
«f  tbo«e  ttniuKila,"  JouKMUft.  "No,  Sir,  it 
l|ri»uld  bv  aidmirttl.  Wc  lu»ve  wen  fin</  fiddlers 
♦'K:  tt^  toads"  (laughing), 
jtrct  of  ttt*te  in  the  urts, 
0  f)f  Ijwle  wa%  in  truth, 
Bo6vrRLL.  '*  But,  Sir,  la 
ndlcd  tiiste,  which  ootisbts 


Toi 

he  tAld 

^iflffivnoo  ol  »kill. 


inerd 

mr  fit 


r  in  likinjj' ?  for  instance, 

murh  iisi  to  vrhiit  i»  the 

_il.di  cotnjxisilion.  Some  think 

:  "fhonj  prefer   a   fuller   and 

'I.;"     Johnson^      **i>ir^ 

•••>  hat  vou  mean  by  st)'le, 

who  ktts  II  good  toate  in 

id.      The  two  rhi^scs  of 

1  Mi    liave    mentione^l,    don't 

<1  and  bttd.     They  both  a3:ree 

"*'nl  Tient  style  ;  but  one  loves 

loves  A   style  of  more 

!  j!ini\er,  one  loves  a  plain 

<.'5  a  laced  uoat ;  but  neitlier 

h  i*  ii(x»]  In  ita  kind."  ' 

ued  in  London  this  spring,  I 

^♦•veriil  other  times,  lx»ih  by 

itiv.      I   dined  with   hiu» 

:;  anil  Anchor  tavern,  in 

!   Klibnnk,  Mr,  Litntj^ton, 

i.f    OxtWrd,^      Without 

' 1 1 V,  I  have  preserved 

ings. 

n,  in  his  preface  to 

ick,    to    whom  we 

V iug  passage  :  —  "I 


>ii  (iiii  pvrlod,  are 


collated  such  copies  u  I  could  proeure,  and 

wished  for  more,  but  have  n^r  '  '  '  '- 
lectors  of  ihc^e  nirrtien  ver>'  < 
I  told  him,  that  Garrick  hud  ^",„yu,,n^<l  m» 
me  of  it,  und  had  vinflicatcd  hitn.-srlf  by  u?;.<ur- 
m»  me,  thut  Johnson  vtiis  tnude  wcleome  to  tlie 
full  use  of  his  collection,  und  that  he  IdY  lh«? 
key  of  it  with  a  iservant,  with  orders  to  have 
a  hre  and  every  convetilence  (or  hini.  1  foutvd 
Johnson's  notiuu  was,  that  (larrick  wanted  In 
be  eourtcil  for  theui,  and  that,  on  the  contrary, 
Garrick  should  have  courted  him,  and  »ent 
him  the  plays  of  hia  own  accord.  But,  indeed, 
cotisidermg  the  slovenly  ami  «"arcles3  mannei* 
in  which  books  were  treated  by  Johnson,  it 
could  not  be  ejiix;cted  that  scarce  and  valuable 
editions  should  have  been  lent  to  lum.' 

A  gentleman  *  havinff,  Ui  sonu;  of  the  usual 
arguments  for  drinkiniTt  added  this:  —  ''You 
know,  Sir,  drinkinj;  ilrives  away  care,  and 
nuikes  ua  forget  whatever  is  djsag:reeablc. 
Would  not  vou  allow  a  man  to  drink  for  thai 
reason?"  »touj«90N,  "Yes,  Sir,  if  he  siit 
next  yaw." 

1  exureswd  a  liking  for  Mr.  Franeis  Os- 
borne's* works,  and  naked  him  what  he  (Imuglit 
of  that  writer.  He  answered,  "A  counit«Hl 
fellow.  Were  a  man  to  write  so  now,  the  boys 
would  throw  stones  at  him.**  He,  however, 
did  ni»t  alter  my  opinion  of  .^  fuvouritf  :iulhf*r, 
to  whom  I  was  first  directed  by  hia  betn^ 
quoted  in  "  The  Spectator,"  •  and  in  whom  1 
have  found  much  ehrewd  and  lively  sense, 
expressed,  indeed,  in  a  style  WMnewhal  <)uatnt; 
which^  however,  I  do  not  dislike.  His  b<H)k 
has  an  air  of  originality.     We  tifjure  to  our- 


ive«i  an  ancient  gentleman  udkitt{;  to  u». 
When  one  of  his    friends  endeavoured 


to 


maintain  that  a  country  gentleman  might 
contrive  to  pass  his  life  very  a^jireettljly,  "  Su*," 
said  hi%  "  vim  cannot  give  Uie  an  instance  of 
any  man  wlio  i»  permitted  to  hiy  out  his  own 
time,  eontrivin;j  uot  to  have  tedious  liourx." 
This  observation,  however,  is  emially  anpli- 
cabh^  N«  "i-nili'inen  who  live  in  eiues\  and  are 
ofjp 

11  >  1  iierc  is  no  permanent  national 


«  « 


kuiuU,  In  nrttfHKl- 

l„  ,1    H.oi^t,    I.     M( 


I  wrut  in 


•   t'V  tin    ti  .. 

iiin)  tho  Vat 


•lid  |iflvA(e  lovtMy  «iithu>  Miirr 
R  Vi 


^3! 
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character :  it  varies  acconling  to  circumstances. 
Alexander  the  Great  swept  India ' ;  now  the 
Turks  sweep  Greece." 

A  Icameu  gentleman  \^Dr.  Vansittart]^  who, 
in  the  course  of  conversatiim,  wished  to 
inform  us  of  this  simple  fact,  that  the  counsel 
upon  the  circuit  of  Shrewsbury  were  much 
bitten  by  fleas,  took,  I  suppose,  seven  or  eight 
minutes  in  relating  it  circumstantially.  He  in  a 
plenitude  of  phrase  told  us,  that  large  bales  of 
woollen  cloth  were  lodged  in  the  town-hall ;  that 
by  reason  of  this,  tieas  nestled  there  in  prodi- 
gious numbers;  that  the  lodgings  of  the  counsel 
were  near  the  town-hall ;  and  that  those  little 
animals  moved  from  place  to  place  with  won- 
derful agility.  Johnson  sat  in  great  impatience 
till  the  gentleman  had  finished  his  tedious  nar- 
rative, and  then  burst  out  (playfully  however), 
"  It  is  a  pity,  Sir,  that  you  have  not  seen  a  lion ; 
for  a  flea  has  taken  you  such  a  time,  that  a  lion 
must  have  served  you  a  twelvemonth."  • 

He  would  not  allow  Scotland  to  derive  any 
credit  from  Lord  Mansfield ;  for  he  was  edu- 
cated in  England.  "  Much,"  said  he,  "  may  be 
made  of  a  Scotchman,  if  he  be  caught  young." 

Talking  of  a  modern  historian  and  a  modern 
moralist,  he  said,  **  There  is  more  thought  in 
the  moralist  than  in  the  historian.  There  is 
but  a  shallow  stream  of  thought  in  histoiy." 
BoswELL.  "  But,  surely.  Sir,  an  historian  has 
reflection  ?  "  Johnson.  "  AVhy,  yes.  Sir ;  and 
so  has  a  cat  when  she  catches  a  mouse  for  her 
kitten  :  but  she  cannot  write  like  [^Beattie']  ; 
neither  can  [^Robertson].*' ' 

He  said,  "  I  am  very  unwilling  to  read  the 
manuscripts  of  authors,  and  give  them  my 
opinion.  If  the  authors  who  apply  to  mc  have 
money,  I  bid  them  boldly  prmt  without  a 
name ;  if  they  have  written  in  order  to  get 
money,  then  to  go  to  the  booksellers  and  make 
the  best  barn:ain  they  can."  Boswell.  ♦'  But, 
Sir,  if  a  bookseller  should  bring  you  a  manu- 
script to  look  at?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir, 
I  wottld  desire  the  bookseller  to  take  it  away." 

I  mentioned  a  friend  of  mine^  who  had 
resided  long  in  Spain,  and  was  unwilling  to 
return  to  Britain.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  is 
attached  to  some  woman."  Boswell.  "  I 
rather  believe,  Sir,  it  is  the  fine  climate  which 
keeps  him  there."  Johnson.  "Nay,  Sir,  how 
can  you  talk  so?  What  is  climate  to  happiness? 
Place  mc  in  the  heart  of  Asia;  should  1  not  be 
exiled  ?  W^hat  proportion  docs  climate  bear 
to  the  complex  system  of  human  life?  You 
may  advise  me  to  go  to  live  at  Bologna  to  cat 


>  This  tepma  Bomewhat  obscure,  but  the  meaning,  I  sup- 
pose, is.  thut  (Irwece,  which  formerly  sent  forth  the  con- 
qurrnrt  of  Asia,  h;ul  sunk  to  be  the  province  of  an  Asiatic 
empire.  —Choker. 

9  Mr«.  Pioixi,  to  whom  I  told  this  anecdote,  has  related  it 
as  if  the  gentleman  had  given  "  llie  nalural  hittorjf  of  the 
mtome."  AnccdotCM,  p.  1«U.  —  Bohwell.  The  ••  learned 
gentloman  "  was  rertafnly  Ur.  Vaniittart.  as  Is  proved  by  two 
passage!  In  tho  cnrrotpondonce  iM'tween  Mr*.  Thrale  and 
Dr.  Julmxtin,  JuW  and  AugiMt,  I7T3.  She  writes  to  the  Dr. 
iu  ScotUnd,  "  1  hapf  $cen  the  man  that  taw  the  moune,"  &c. 


sausages.  The  sausages  there  arc  the  best  in 
the  world ;  they  lose  much  by  being  carried.** 

On  Saturday,  May  9.,  Mr.  Dempster  and  I 
had  agreed  to  dine  by  ourselves  at  the  British 
Coflee-house.  Johnson,  on  whom  I  happened 
to  call  in  the  morning,  said  he  would  join  us ; 
which  he  did,  and  we  spent  a  very  agreeable 
day,  though  I  recollect  but  little  of  what 
passed. 

lie  said,  "  Walpole  was  a  minister  given  by 
the  King  to  the  people :  Titt  was  a  minister 
given  by  the  people  to  the  King,  —  as  an 
adjunct.' 

"  ITie  misfortune  of  Goldsmith  iu  conversa- 
tion is  this  :  he  goes  on  without  knowing  how 
he  is  to  get  off*.  His  genius  is  great,  but  his 
knowledge  is  small.  As  they  say  of  a  gene- 
rous man,  it  is  a  pity  he  is  not  rich,  we  may 
say  of  Goldsmith,  it  i^  a  pity  he  is  not  know- 
ing. He  would  not  keep  his  knowledge  to 
himself." 

Before  leaving  London  this  year,  I  consulted 
him  upon  a  question  purely  of  Scotch  law.  It 
was  held  of  old,  and  continued  for  a  long 
period  to  be  an  established  principle  in  that 
law,  that  whoever  intermeddled  with  the 
effects  of  a  person  deceased,  without  the  in- 
terposition of  le^al  authority  to  guard  against 
embezzlement,  should  be  subjected  to  pay  all 
the  debts  of  the  deceased,  as  having  been 
guilty  of  what  was  technically  called  vieiout 
intromission.  The  court  of  session  had  gra- 
dually relaxed  the  strictness  of  this  principle, 
where  the  interference  proved  had  been  in- 
considerable. In  a  case*  which  came  befcMre 
that  court  the  preceding  winter,  I  had  laboured 
to  T>ersuade  the  judge  to  return  to  the 
ancient  law.  It  was  my  own  sincere  opuiion, 
that  they  ought  to  adhere  to  it;  but  I  had 
exhausted  all  my  powers  of  reasoning  in  vain, 
Johnson  thought  as  I  did ;  and,  in  order  to 
assist  me  in  my  application  to  the  Court  for  a 
revision  and  alteration  of  the  judgment,  he 
dictated  to  mc  the  following  Argument.  [Sec 
Appendix.] 

With  such  comprehension  of  mind,  and 
such  clearness  of  ncnetration,  did  he  thus  treat 
a  subject  alto^etner  new  to  him,  without  any 
other  preparation  than  my  having  stated  to 
him  the  arguments  which  had  been  used  on 
each  side  of  the  question.  His  intellectual 
powers  appeared  with  peculiar  lustre,  when 
tried  against  those  of  a  writer  of  such  fame  as 
Lord  Kames,  and  that,  too,  in  his  Lordsliip*ii 
own  department. 


Johnson  replies,  "  Poor  V ,  &c. ;  he  is  a  good  man. 

and,  when  Ills  mind  is  composed,  a  man  of  parts."  Thte 
proves  the  identity  of  the  person,  and  alao  that  Johnson  hiai> 
self  sanctioned  Mrs.  Plozzi's  version  of  tlie  stor7  *~  ■vmir 
yertuM  Jtna.  —  Ckokek. 

>  The  historian  and  the  moralist,  whose  names  Mr.  Boswell 
hnd  lea  in  blank,  are  Doctors  Rt^rtion  and  Beattie.  — 
Ckokbr. 

*  Probably  Mr.  BoswcU's  brother  David.  Se«  post.  Anril 
29.1780 Crokrk.  *^ 

*  Wilson  aguiust  Smith  and  Armour.  —  BotwtLi„ 
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Tbu  mn^UnW  lu^umcnt,  after  being  pre- 

''       *        *  1     i    I      :^jj   aoiiie  sentences  of 

^  itli  the  u.<iUMl  foriiiU' 

.,  .   t-,,..;*  <l  mill  Wu]  h^iiwvf  the 

lipr  (t,    but    wIlhouL    success.      M_v 

Ti-  I'i  Lord  lliiiies,  huwrvcr,  one  of 

•le    lK)iJ)f,  hud  crilknl  swgsvcity 

ivfT  !i  more  I  hull  ordiiiiirj  himd 

iii  i  I  told  hiin  Dr.  Juhn^iitn   hiul 

fiiv  viih  his  pen,    lib  lurd^hip,  with 

I  men,  poiutcd  out  I'.vactly  whoro 

!i    hfiTan^   iind  wjjcre  it  tmUed. 

iiistioe,  and  con- 

:  Ij),  Sutirn  (-uit/tie 

i   11111,-1   :iijij^   Lciiu   iiieir  lord^ihliis  in 

itbuu<^dj  thcv  vKtirv  pli*ast.Ml  to  cull  this 

|-.ir,.v,,   .v'r»*T/*    |>n:'rtTrud    iht?   lurnicr 

.!i,  wlikh   1    hod   written; 

_      I"  truth  id*  uu  observation 

woAtU*  to  me   bv  on**  of  tboir   nund»!r,  in    a 

oicn7  iiMvotJ :  —  **  Mv  dear  Sir,  i^ive  jfO«LrjM«lJ' 

IM»  trf)ublc>  iu  Hiv  conipcwition  of  the  papers 

yoo  prrT*^r*nt   to  uti ;  for,  indeed,  it  is  custiug 

pea^'  vino."' 

1  y  AoUfitJitions  that  Dr,  Johnson 

wnuJii  till)-  y<.ar  iiccotiiplish  hi:3  long-intended 
fittl  U)  Sooliund. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"Atiiru»ti3.  irri 

■•  Ofiift  &a,-^TIir  Wffrcl  hv  not    b«<n   little 

')inoy  so   prvgiiaiiit 

in  which  1  cuulJ 

J    ...     _  .  ..Ljfipaliuw  ol'ctirhu 

il  uml  tkiictfu)^   hut  the  delight  of 

u>TTi  t  h>Tc  mid  v^tcvin.      But  luch 

'U  U>^  c-oiiino  of  thinpt,  thut  I  coutd  not 

•*w)  wich  liJiw  hccn,  I  am  nfmiil,  th(»  Mate  of 

ii'l  not  well  li  !l'U  uiy 

.  1  think,  :,  und 

■•••'••r  ycAi  ,    .,,.   i  ..i<)   very 

due  visit.  tinU  lake  the 

,  liu  not  umit  tiny  oppor- 

*    '  :  up  0  htvournhtc  upioion  of  rnc  in 

■   of  my  friend's.      Bcvttte's  book' 

1H  ;  liked;  at  )cast«  I  like 

it  nv<  u  it. 

'*  *"    "'■■■'  *" — c  ;  and 

,   nnd 

J   your 

m      i^Mir  linaUe  [ihe  ^K:h<Niltna&tcr],  I  think, 

I ■«>«  little  Pindar:  you 
on. 


iuiiurn  VI  groduuliy  pttwing  mwmy  ;  and 


r 


UrwM  »w  not  very 


I  wi«h  la  have  the  knowledge  of  It  preaer^cd  ade- 
quate nn' '  *r :   for  »kucit  m    ■-*;•-'•--  -^ttIioi 

M  very  ^  at   of  the  .J. 

Dri  not  !     ,,  (if»T)  »«>  wort  ■  ho 

^tndie*  thi*  law  of  hi*  country,  and  ol  a  gcntliioiiui 
who  may  naturnlly  he  etiiiouk  to  know  thv  con- 
dition of  hi*  own  lUiccktor^  1  am,  dvur  S'tr,  yuura 
Willi  grujit  a(lli:tion.  H.\m.  JniiKSfiK." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  KdJDhurgtt,  Dee.  3ft,  \m 
**  Mv  njtAit  Sir, —  1  was  much  disappointed  that 
you  did  not  come  t(>  ^otUml  b^t  uuiuinn.  flow- 
lever,  I  must  own  th.'it  your  letter  prevent'^  mc  from 
complaining^ ;  not  oidy  hecnuH*  I  am  «cnvib}e  that 
the  Ktatr  of  your  hrnlth  wn«  but  too  gciod  an 
I'XciJM*.  hut  ticeauiie  you  write  in  a  strain  which 
^hoW!i  thnC  you  have  a^rrenhle  vivwM  of  thti  KchcniL* 
which  wc  have  m>  long  projioxcd. 

"  I  ronununicat^d  to  Ik-jittic  wlint  you  Kaid  of 
his  boitk  in  your  last  letter  to  mc  lie  writes  to 
me  thus ;  —  ♦  You  judge  very  rightly  in  supposing 
that  Dr.  JohoftonV  favourahle  opinion  of  my  buck 
inuit  give  me  f^reat  delight.  Iltdeed,  it  im  iinpiiHsibli* 
lor  mv  to  say  how  much  1  am  gralilied  by  iti  for 
there  h  not  a  ULin  upon  earth  whokc  jroott  opinion 
I  would  l»e  more  undjiliou«  to  rultivate.  Hit 
talents  and  hix  virtues  I  rcvi'<renre  more  thun  any 
word*  can  eiprctv  'H^e  eitraordinnry  cfviliti«» 
(the  paternal  ;ittcntion«  I  thould  rather  uty),  atid 
the  utaiiy  ia«lruetions  1  tiavc  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive from  hiu\»  will  to  m«  be  a  perpctoal  aoiuca  of 
ftleasure  in  the  recullcctioo,  — 

*  Dutn  taemar  tptt  mei^fium  npiritun  Ao*  rrgft  nrtut,** 

**  *  I  had  still  &nrrte  thoughts  while  the  mrnmer 
htitedt  of  beinjj  oblijjjcHl  to  j-o  to  J-<ontlon  on  »onie 
little  hu-kine^;  otherwise  1  »hould  certainly  havo 
troubletl  him  with  a  letter  several  mon(h»  u^o,  and 
fKiVi-n  ^otiii^  Vv'iit  to  my  gratitude  aiul  ndunrAiion. 
This  i  intend  to  do  its  loon  bk  I  am  left  a  littic  ut 
IciHurc*  IMeantime,  if  ytm  have  occaAiun  to  write 
to  him,  1  beg  you  will  oiler  him  my  most  respfrtltil 
compliments,  and  nKsnre  him  of  the  Mneerity  of  my 
attachment  and  the  wartnth  of  my  gratitude.' 

**'!  ain»{kc.»  tfants  Botwux.*" 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS,  TIUIALE.* 
{EftrttcU.) 

«  Lichfield,  Oct.  19,  177a,  —  I  s^t  out  on  Thur»- 
day  night,  at  nine,  and  arrived  at  J.ieh6eld  an 
Friday  uighi.  at  eleven,  no  othcrwiM*  incommodvd 
tlian  with  wunt  of  klecp,  which,  however.  I  Mi* 
joyed  very  coinfortnlily  the  Itrtt  night.  I  tbink  A 
stage  coach  ia  not  tlie  wiint  hvA. 

"    ^'';!'ou^nc,  Nov.  4,   IT"'  '-;  — -   '    . f^j 

■  <v  I  have  hccn  *«i  II 

•  Id.      Yon  know  to 

you  J  so,  pcrtuips*  you  very  hcnrtily  wxhlt  me  beiteri 


I 


vliKrit  a  (litiml  •ilittoD  wat  rui< 
A'lux  tz^ar-trj  Uiu  utA  Ufa  laa|itt«»  ntf  rrani*.*'— 

^ 
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but  you  know  likewise  that  health  will  not  bold  roe 
away. 

"  Ashbourne,  Nov.  27.  1772.  —  If  you  are  so 
kind  as  to  write  to  me  on  Saturday,  the  day  on 
which  you  will  receive  this,  I  shall  have  it  before 
I  leave  Ashbourne.  I  am  to  go  to  Lichfield  on 
Wednesday,  and  purpose  to  find  my  way  to  London 
through  Birmingham  and  Oxford.  I  was  yester* 
day  at  Chatsworth.  It  is  a  very  fine  house.  I 
wish  you  had  been  with  me  to  see  it ;  for  then,  as 
we  are  apt  to  want  matter  of  talk,  we  should  have 
gained  something  new  to  talk  on.  They  compli- 
mented me  with  playing  the  fountain,  and  opening 
the  cascade.  But  1  am  of  my  friend's  opinion, 
that,  when  one  has  seen  the  ocean,  cascades  are  but 
little  things."] 


CHAPTER  XXVm. 

1773. 

George  Steevena.  —  GoUUnuth  and  Evans.  —  DaU 
rympWn  Hittory.  —  Action  in  Spea/cinff.  —  Cheg- 
terfidd  and  Tyrawley.  —  The  Spectator.  —  Sir 
Andrew  Freepori.  —  Burnefe  Own  Tinua.  — 
Good  Friday.  —  Easter  Day.  —  A  Dinner  at 
Johnsons.  —  Wages  to  fFomen  Servants.  —  Keeping 
a  Journal  —  Luxury.  —  Equality.  —  The  Stuarts, 

—  Law  Reports "  The   Gentie   Shepherd."*  — 

Whigs  and  Tories.  ^-  Sterne.  —  Charles  Townshend. 

—  "  Happy  Revolutiim.'*  —  "  She  Stoops  to  Con- 
quer.^ —  Short- Hand.  —  Dedications.  ^-  James 
Harris.  —  The  Fiddle.  —  Duelling.  —  Lord 
Chatham's  Verses  to  Garrick.  —  Savage  Life.  — 
Suicide.  —  BudgelL  —  The  Douglas  Cause. 

Lf  1773  ',  his  only  publication  was  an  edition 
of  his  folio  Dictionary,  with  additions  and  cor- 
i*ection8 ;  nor  did  he,  so  far  as  is  known,  furnish 
any  productions  of  his  fertile  pen  to  any  of  his 
numerous  friends  or  dependants,  except  the 
Preface*  to  his  old  amanuensis  Macbean's 
"Dictionary  of  Ancient  Greoffraphy."  His 
Shakspeare,  indeed,  which  had  been  received 
with  high  approbation  by  the  public,  and  gone 
through  several  editions,  was  this  year  repub- 
lished by  George  Steevens,  Esq.,  a  gentleman 
not  only  deeply  skilled  in  ancient  learning,  and 
of  very  extensive  reading  in  English  literature, 
especially  the  early  writers,  but  at  the  same 
time  of  acute  discernment  and  elegant  taste. 


»  He,  howcTcr.  wrote,  or  partly  wrote,  an  Epitaph  on  Mri. 
Bell,  wife  of  his  friend  John  Bell,  R»q..  brother  of  the  Rer. 
Dr.  Bell,  Prebendarr  of  Westminster,  which  is  printed  in 
his  works.  It  is  In  EnitU^h  prose,  and  has  so  little  of  his 
manner,  that  I  did  not  believe  he  had  any  hand  in  It,  till  I 
was  satisfied  of  the  fact  by  the  authority  of  Mr.  Bell.  —  Boi- 
WILL.    See  ante,  p.  i».  —  C. 

*  Dr.  Johnson's  early  firiend,  Mr.  Bdmond  Soatbwell. 
third  son  of  the  first  Lord  Southwell,  bom  in  170&,  had  died 
In  the  preceding  November,  igod  67 :  the  Mr.  Southwell 
here  mentioned  was,  probably,  Thomas  Arthur,  idUtrwards 
the  fourth  Lord  aiid  second  Viscount.    (See  ante,  p.  133.) 


It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  say,  that  by  his 
great  and  valuable  additions  to  Dr.  Johnsoii*8 
work,  he  justly  obtained  considerable  reputa- 
tion:— 

**  Divisum  imperium  cum  Jove  Ctesar  habet" 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
{Extracts.) 

"  Tuesday.  Jan.  K.  1773. 

**  Last  night  was  very  tedious,  and  this  day  makes 
no  promises  of  much  ease.  However,  I  have  this 
day  put  on  my  shoe,  and  hope  that  gout  is  gone. 
I  shall  have  only  the  cough  to  contend  with ;  and 
I  doubt  whether  I  shall  get  rid  of  that  without 
change  of  place.  I  caught  cold  in  the  coadi  as  I 
went  away,  and  am  disordered  by  very  little  things. 
Is  it  accident  or  age  ?  " 

"  Feb.  19.  \m. 

**  I  think  I  am  better,  but  cannot  say  much  more 
than  that  I  think  so.  I  was  yesterday  with  Jdhm 
Lucy  Southwell  and  Mrs.  Williams,  at  Mr.  South- 
well's.'  Miss  Frances  Southwell  is  not  welL  I 
have  an  invitation  to  dine  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's 
on  Tuesday.     May  I  accept  it  ?  **] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London.  Feb.  ».  177X 
**Dkar  Sir, —  I  have  read  your  kind  letter 
much  more  than  the  elegant  Pindar  which  it  so* 
companied.  I  am  always  glad  to  6nd  myself  not 
forgotten ;  and  to  be  forgotten  by  you  would  give 
me  great  uneasiness.  My  northern  friends  hav« 
never  been  unkind  to  me  :  I  have  from  you,  dear 
Sir,  testimonies  of  affection,  which  I  have  not  often 
been  able  to  excite ;  and  Dr.  Beattie  rates  the  tes- 
timony which  I  was  denrous  of  paying  to  hiamerir, 
much  higher  than  I  should  have  thought  it  reason- 
able to  expect. 

**  I  have  heard  of  your  masquerade.*  What  says 
your  synod  to  such  innovations  ?  I  am  not  studi- 
ously scrupulous,  nor  do  I  think  a  masquerade 
either  evil  in  itself,  or  very  likely  to  be  the  occa- 
sion of  evil ;  yet,  as  the  world  thinks  it  a  very 
licentious  relaxation  of  manners,  I  would  not  have 
been  one  of  the  ^rst  masquers  in  a  country  where 
no  masquerade  had  ever  bc«n  before.* 

**  A   new  edition  of  my   great    Dictionary   is 

I  printed,  from  a  copy  which  I  was  persuaded  to 
revise ;  but,  having  made  no  preparation,  1  was 
able  to  do  very  little.     Some  superfluities  I  have 

'  expunged,  and  some  fiiults  I  have  corrected,  and 

!  here  and  there  have  scattered  a  remark ;  but  the 
main  fabric  of  the  work  renuiins  as  it  was.      I  had 

'  looked  very  little  into  it  since  I  wrote  it ;  and,  I 
think,  I  found  it  full  as  ofleu  better,  as  worse,  than 
I  expected. 


The  two  ladies  mentioned  were,  probably,  daughters  of  the 
first  lord :  Frances,  bom  in  1700,  and  Liicy,  born  In  1710. 
—  Crokbs. 

>  GiTen  by  a  lady  at  Edinburgh.  —  Boswaix. 

*  There  had  been  masquerades  in  Scotland ;  but  not  for  a 
▼ery  long  time.  —  Boswell.  This  masquerade  was  givm  oe 
the  Iftch  of  January,  1^  the  Countess  Dowager  at  FIfik 
Johnson  had  no  doubt  seen  an  account  of  it  In  the  fiontla 
man's  Blairasine  for  January,  where  it  Is  lald  to  have  been 
the  first  masquerade  ever  seen  In  Scotland.  Mr.  BosveU 
himself  appeared  In  the  character  of  a  Dumb  Conjurer.  -« 
CaoKsa. 


-St.  63. 
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**  hfittitiX  and  Davic^i^  have  had  n  furious  quiiv 
ittl ;  ft  quiutel,  1  thidk,  iiTeci>n.L'Ueable.  Dr.  Gold- 
Qjnilh  tios  s  new  comedy,  which  Is  eipectc^d  iii  the 
»firing.  No  tumi?  is  yet  given  it.  The  chief  diver- 
non  arises  ftom  a  ilnntiigiMii  by  which  a  Jover  i» 
nudi!'  to  mijatalLe  his  future  father- in -la  w^s  houite 
fttT  an  inn.  This,  you  see,  bjrdtrs  upon  faree. 
Tbe  dialogue  Is  ciuick  Bind  gay,  and  the  incidents 
Ate  $0  |irepATpd  ms  not  to  seem  Improbable.* 

«  t  »m  sqrry  that  you  lost  your  cause  of  Intro* 
mJiaioTi,  Ijccuuse  I  y^t  thtok  thts  arj^ineuta  on  your 
side  unuiMwernblc  But  you  seem,  I  think,  to  nay 
thit  y<tu  ijained  reputation  even  by  your  ddTifAt ; 
and  reputation  you  will  daily  gain,  if  you  keep 
J^fd  Auchiiileck's  prectpt  in  your  mind,  and  en- 
d*Mivour  to  cuit-Holidatc  in  your  mind  a  firm  fliid 
re^^Ut  fiyst^m  of  law,  instead  of  picking  up  ocea> 
sionul  fr^ni^iil«, 

"  My  heaitb  Mctns  in  gene  rid  to  iniprovf  j  but  I 
hAts  iKen  troubled  fiir  mdtiy  veeks  with  a  vcxa^ 
fcioua  eatarrh,  which  is  sometimes  KuSiciently  dis- 
tfissiiiL  I  Im^re  not  found  any  grt^at  efTcerj.  fraiu 
bleeding  and  phyiic  \  and  om  Afniid  that  I  must 
espeet  hdp  from  brighter  days  and  sofler  r\t. 

**  Write  to  rae  now  and  thun  ;  and  whenever  any 
fyood  befall*  you,  niake  baste  to  let  me  know  it; 
for  no  one  will  rejaicc  at  it  more  thttn,  dear  Sir, 
jour  most  humble  servant,  Sam.  Jdhhwom. 

"  Tou  coniinue  to  stand  very  iiigh  in  the  favour 
of  Mn.  Thrale," 

Wbik  a  former  cditiDn  of  my  work  was 
possbg  tliTrtugh  Ibc  press,  I  wiia  unexpocledly 
tAvoured  with  &  pui^kct  from  Philudelpliia,  from 
Mr.  Jamea  Abercrombic,  u  gentleman  of  that 
coantiT,  who  k  j>Ifii5ed  to  bHtiour  mx^  with 
▼erj  hi^h  praise  of  my  "  Li(e  of  Dr.  Johnson  " 
To  hiiTfi  lh€  fauie  of  my  illustrious  frieml,  and 

I  "hla  fftjtbfiil  Ijiogrupbi^r,  eeliot!*!  from  the  New 
World,  b  eitrenidy  llutlering;  and  my  grateful 

I  Lcknowledgments  ahidl  be  wafted  itcross  the 
Atkntic.  Mr.  Abertrrctnibfc  hiiji  politely  con- 
ferred on  mc  a,  con  side  rabJe  additional  obligu- 
lion,  by  traQstiiitting  To  me  copies  of  tw«  letters 
fjiMB  Dr.  Jobn^oti  to  Amcricrin  geotlemcn, 
"  GUdly,  Sir/'  says  be^  "  woitUl  I  bnvc  k»nt  you 
tke  orifrinala ;  but  being  the  only  rcliL's  of  the 
tiod  in  Ammc^it,  they  ar^s  conaidered  by  the 
(i)Qfi8e«.i»ors  of  such  inesLimabls  valtie^  tha.t  no 
pciseible  cons idtyrati tin  would  induce  tlieiii  to 
pirtwilh  them.  In  some  future  publicnt'on 
<jf  your&  t^^Isitive  to  thnt  great  and  good  man, 
they  may  p^^Thaps  be  thought  worthy  of  in- 


'^  DaTl»  »»*  th*  pub9!»hFr  of  Bmrettt'i  Tnvelt  j  ftnd 
tbil*  «4i  f^Tobablf  a.  quAricl  bcEiri  en  aulhrfr  and  publl|lit!f« 

*  **  Hhe  mttopt  fo  Conqtitr.  n^f  the  Mlltalu  of  a  Nfffht,^* 
W  |wrf*>nii^i*  for  lli^  Itrif  lime*  nt  Cor«iit  Gird^n^  an  ih* 
}kh  of  M^rrh  Mr.  Vdfyr.  En  liJi  Life  of  Goy^inlth,  lelli  m 
ttwt  iiHDettiiDjE  likfr  tb«  m^o  tneidctit  hod  llAppfincd  tfi  ihe 
iBtboT  htmirU  in  trjuiy  me.  —and  the  frntvioi  trick  of 
Inrltie  ^r>.  l1^drjL>rl,&  round  Kft  cwd  tioiup,  whUc  ifao 
&»dird  ihi«  ipii  jftjtri.tt  a  jutimi?;^,  wii  HCtuilir  practlMd  bjr 

>  TliJi  KL-utkmAn.  who  nuw  rr^dn  In  Aoiri^a^  In  « 
^iic  ctfcrartBT  of  tonJitrti'rALlc  illetiliieY,  diM'Irrd  Chit,  bli 
aam*  mlKlit  not  b«  traiifrrlimt  it  (uU  lED|^tli,«-tkiA«ru.i^ 
rr«talil5  »  Mr,  Richu-d  Blanil,  of  VlftLnla,  wtiMA  •'  lnf|Utr/ 


JOHNSON  TO  MR,  B^ 


a» 


*'  Johnioii'i  Cijuift.  March  I.  IT7>. 

**  Simf — That  in  the  hurry  of  a  sudden  de|jarture 
yoii  should  yet  find  leisure  to  consult  my  con- 
venicEice,  is  u  degree  of  kindness,  and  afi  In^rLatice  of 
regard,  not  only  beyond  my  elaitnj,  but  above  my 
expecLBtion.  You  are  not  mistaken  in  auppo^iin^^ 
that  I  liet  a  high  value  on  my  American  friends, 
and  tbat  you  should  confer  a  very  raluahlc  favour 
upon  mo  by  giving  mc  an  opportunity  of  keeping 
myself  in  their  memory. 

**  I  have  tuken  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with 
a  pitcktt*  to  which  I  wish  a  safe  and  «peedy  con- 
vcjauce,  because  I  wish  a  safe  and  speedy  voyage  to 
him  that  conveys  iL  I  am,  Sir,  your  mo^t  humble 
servanlf  Bam.  Jontrtov." 

JOHNSON  TO  REV.  ME.  WHITE* 

'*  Johnion*!  Coarc,  imnh  i.  1773. 

''*  DiJiA  StR,- — Your  kindness  for  your  friends 
accompanies  you  across  the  Atlantic,  it  was  long 
Eine^  obM^rved  by  HurseCf  that  no  ehip  could  leave 
care  behind:  you  have  been  attended  in  your 
voyage  by  other  powL-rt,  —  by  bcnevalence  and  con- 
stancy ?  and  ]  hope  care  did  not  ollca  ahow  her 
face  in  thw  eompony. 

"  I  rcccivc^l  the  eopy  of  Rssselas.  Tlic  imp  res* 
sion  is  not  ma^niricent,  hut  il  flatttTB  an  author^ 
bftavii^i?  the  printer  iMjems  to  have  etpe(?ted  that  it 
wouTd  be  scattered  ninotig  the  people.  The  little 
iMJok  has  been  wdl  received,  and  is  tnuislatt^d  into 
Italian,  French,  German^  and  Dutth*  It  has  now 
une  hommr  mure  by  an  American  edition. 

"  I  knon-ni.it  thnt  much  has  happened  since  your 
departure  that  ran  engage  your  curiosity.  Of  all 
puhlic  tciinaacttouji  the  whole  world  is  now  in- 
formed by  thi;  newspnpers.  Opposition  secmi  to 
dnpond ;  and  the  dissenters,  though  they  havi? 
taken  advantage  of  unsettled  times,  and  a  govern- 
ment much  enfeebled^  seem  not  likely  to  gain  any 
immunities. 

**  Dr.  Goldismith  has  a  new  comedy  in  rehearbd^ 
at  Coven t  Gordon,  to  which  the  manager  predicts 
ill  succe^?.'  I  hope  he  will  be  mistaken.  I  think 
it  deservei*  a  very  kind  reception, 

*'  I  Sihftll  MKtn  publish  a  new  edition  of  my  largu 
Dictionary.  I  have  beeti  persuaded  to  revise  it, 
and  have  mended  some  faults,  but  added  little  to 
its  u^icfulncis. 

**  No  book  has  been  published  since  your  de- 
parture, of  which  much  notice  is  taken.  Faction 
only  fills  the  town  with  pampbletSt  and  greater 
siibJL-ct«  ore  forfjotten  in  the  noise  of  discord. 

"  llius  have  I  writlen,  only  to  tell  yoo  how  little 
I  have  to  tell.      Of  myself  I   can  only   add,  that 


lato    the   Ri^hti  ttf  tbe  Brhith  Coloatn  *'  wat  nipubltlhed 
In  iuriiltm  In  1770,  _  CBoaxpt, 

*  Aherwardf  Dr.  Uhlte.  Bnil  BEthrm  i>f  Ihn  Erlicofiftl 
ChuFth  ta  PFnn«TlTA,rd;&.  DuriAf  hli  DnE  fiiJt  to  EniUiid 
In  177],  Of  a  candtdiKt  for  hrily  ordort,  tar  «&«.  «c^«ni1  timet 
It)  eaoipiiiijr  With  Dr.  Juhllion,  miio  cXfTatrd  m  wtil)  t9  l«e 
th«>  editlfio  of  R^itelAi,  whlirh  Dr,  WJtlie  UAi  hj»  bad  beea 
}irini«d  III  AmerlcA.  nr.  White,  tm  blf  return,  Immeditteiy 
pant  talm  a  copy.  —  CaOKi1i« 

*  Cnlmui  thi»u>{ht  lo  111  of  it,  tlioi  when,  si  «a^  r>f  the 
l»tr«)i«irfa]i,  Mr«.  Rp;n<ildi  auiI  maui  other  Xadic*  oli^iKU'd 
to  fine  of  Toiiy  LumpMu'i  lEillikKlH  anc(nlw««l.  "  Pthsw!  of 
what  FDELtc^juenc?  ii  n  *miiiM,  wlura  we  luv«  been  ■tttlE^K  I^^C 
twQ  hourv  on  a  l«rrd  of  i^unpciwdrr  ?  '*—  CacKti. 
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bcca  afflicted  maoj  weelcs  with  a  very 
coujdH  I  *ni  nov  recovered. 
1  take  tfa«  lifaurtr  which  you  give  mo  of  trou- 
fj^lyitp  Tou  with  a  letter,  of  which  you  will  please  to 
ill  uptbedicvction.  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble 
— ^t,  Sam.  Johnsok.** 


^JOHNSON  TO  W.  S.  JOHNSON,  LL.D.>. 
Straifordr   CoHnecticut. 

**  Johnson's  Court,  March  4.  1773. 

«  Sia;, —  Of  all  those  whom  the  various  accidents 
(rf'  life  have  brought  within  my  notice,  there  is 
K«R«  any  man  whose  acquaintance  I  have  more 
«ftwii«d  to  cultivate  than  yours.  I  cannot  indeed 
cbarfc  you  with  neglecting  me,  yet  our  mutual 
inclination  could  never  gratify  itself  with  oppor- 
tunities. The  current  of  the  day  always  bore  us 
•wav  from  one  another,  and  now  the  Atlantic  is 
b«rtw«cn  us. 

"Whether  you  carried  away  an  impression  of 
ne  aa  pleaiting  as  that  which  you  left  mc  of  your- 
•eK  1  know  not  ;  if  you  did.  you  have  not  for- 
gotten me,  and  will  be  glad  that  I  do  not  forget 
^ou.  Merely  to  be  remembered  is  indeed  a  barren 
pkasure,  but  it  is  one  of  the  pleasures  which  b 
more  sensibly  felt  as  human  nature  is  more  exalted. 

*«To  ihake  you  wish  that  I  should  have  you  in 
my  mind,  I  would  be  glad  to  tell  you  something 
which  you  do  not  know ;  but  all  public  affairs  arc 
printed ;  and  as  you  and  I  have  no  common  friend, 
1  can  tell  you  no  private  history. 

•«  The  government,  1  think,  grow  stronger  ;  but 
I  am  afraid  the  next  general  election  will  be  a 
tiuw  of  uncommon  turbulence,  violence,  and 
outrage. 

♦*  Of  literature  no  great  product  has  appeared,  or 
i«  «iptfcted ;  the  attention  of  the  people  has  for 
sunui'  years  l)een  otherwise  employed. 

**  1  was  told  a  day  or  two  ago  of  a  design  which 
mu^t  excite  some  curiosity.  Two  ships  are  in  pre- 
paration, which  arc  under  the  command  of  Captain 
i'ouhtantinc  Thipps,  to  explore  tlic  northern  ocean ; 
not  to  seek  the  north-east  or  the  north -west 
paMiagc,  but  to  sail  directly  north,  as  near  the  pole 
MM  they  can  go.  They  hope  to  find  nn  open  ocean, 
but  1  suspect  it  is  one  mass  of  perpetual  congela- 
tion. I  do  not  much  wish  well  to  discoveries,  for 
1  am  always  afraid  they  will  end  in  conquest  and 
robbery. 

**  1  have  been  out  of  order  this  winter,  but  am 
grown  better.  Can  1  never  hope  to  see  you  again, 
or  must   I  be  always  content  to  tell  you  that  in 


•  I'bc  late  William  Samuel  Johnnon  of  Connecticut.  This 
lii'Utleman  spent  several  years  in  EnKland  about  the  middle 
ui  the  last  century.  He  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  ol 
t'wil  Law  from  the  Univeriity  of  Oxford  ;  and  this  clrcum. 
«Um'«',  together  with  the  accidental  similarity  of  name,  re- 
\.iiiiiiirndt<d  him  to  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  .Samuel  Johnson. 
)«viitral  letters  passe«1  Iwtween  them,  after  the  American  Dr. 
iiihusitn  had  returned  to  his  native  countrj  ;  of  which,  hon-- 

I     v«vr.  U  Is  feared  that  this  is  the  only  one  remaining.  —  U(*»/. 
Vu       Trokfr. 

*  The  plajr  In  question  was  Goldsmith's  new  comedy,  "  She 
I  «t.m)«  III  (  onquer."  Johnson  c.iUs  it  "  Coiman't  Play" 
I     v>M.«uiv  Ctihnan  was  the  manager  of  Co»ent  Garden  Theatre, 

«Ufiw  11  had  Ix'en  produced  (Iftth  March)  coutrary  to  the 
^(ik^M  III  lliH  mnn.-iRer,  who  thought  it  very  ill  adapted  for 
tMw^nt*  m»  lh»  stage.  The  picre.  however,  w;n  comtdetely 
i«<%!W««tl  I  *'"•  •*""*  "^  *^**  friends  of  Colditmith,  and  s'ime 
r»V*  iMftll  »lts  alMHit  town,  filled  the  newspapers  with 
\i,v*r«*»»  i '"''•»"".  which  would  appear  to  have  annoyed  the 
Wi^v^^v*  •^'  omih.  that  he,  as  Johnson  says,  solicited  Gold- 


another  hemisphere  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble 
servant?  Sak.  Johmsom.** 

—  GenL  Mag. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

{Extract) 

"  March  35. 177S. 

<*  Did  not  I  tell  you  that  I  had  written  to 
Boswell  ?  He  has  answered  my  letter.  I  am  going 
this  evening  to  put  young  Otway  to  school  with 
Mr.  Elphinston. 

*'  C[o6Naii]  *  is  so  distressed  with  abuse  about  his 
play,  that  he  has  solicited  Goldsmith  to  take  him  off 
the  rack  of  the  newspaperi.  M[ickle]*  is  preparing 
a  whole  pamphlet  against  G[arrtcAj',  and  G[arrick] 
is,  I  supposCf  collecting  materials  to  confute 
WiekU], 

Jennens*  has  published  Hamlet,  but  without 
a  preface,  and  S[teevens]  declares  his  intention  of 
letting  him  pass  the  rest  of  hb  life  in  peace. 
Here  is  news." 

On  Saturday,  April  3.,  the  day  after  mj 
arrival  in  London  this  year,  I  went  to  his 
house  late  in  the  evening,  and  sat  with  Mrs. 
Williams  till  he  came  liomc.  I  found  in  the 
London  Chronicle,  Dr.  Goldsmith*s  apology  to 
the  public  for  beating  Evans,  a  bookseller,  on 
account  of  a  parnffraph  ^  in  a  newspaper  pub- 
lished by  him,  which  Goldsmith  tnought  im- 
pertinent to  him  and  to  a  lady  of  his  acquaint- 
ance. The  apology  was  written  so  much  in 
Dr.  Johnson's  manner,  that  both  Mrs.  Williams 
and  I  supposed  it  to  be  his;  but  when  he  came 
home,  he  soon  undeceived  us.  When  he  said 
to  Mrs.  Williams,  "Well,  Dr.  Goldsmith's 
manifesto  has  eot  into  your  paper ;  **  I  asked 
him  if  Dr.  GoBsmith  had  written  it,  with  an 
air  that  made  him  see  I  suspected  it  was  his, 
though  subscribed  by  Goldsmith.  Johkson. 
"  Sir,  Dr.  Goldsmith  would  no  more  have  asked 
me  to  write  such  a  thing  as  that  for  him,  than  he 
would  have  asked  me  to  feed  him  with  a  spoon, 
or  to  do  any  thing  else  that  denoted  his  imbe- 
cility. I  as  much  believe  that  he  wrote  it,  as 
if  I  had  scon  him  do  it.  Sir,  had  he  shown  it 
to  nny  one  friend,  he  would  not  have  been 
allowed  to  publish  it.  He  has,  indeed,  done  it 
very  well ;  but  it  Is  a  foolish  thing  well  done. 
I  sup{)ose  he  has  been  so  much  elated  with  the 
success  of  his  new  comedy,  that  he  has  thought 
every  thing  that  concerned  him  must  be  of 


smith  "  to  take  him  off  the  rack  of  the  newspaperi."  !«om« 
of  the  squibs  have  been  reprinted  by  Trior  in  his  l.lfe  of 
Goldsmith.  — P.  CrNMNGiiAM. 

»  Sec  (.arrick's  letter  to  Boswell,  post,  Oct.  53.  177.T :  the 
quarrel  wa.s  on  the  subject  of  the  "  Siege  of  Marseillei."-. 
Croker. 

<  Charles  Jennens,  of  Gopsal.  Esq.,  a  man  of  large  fortune, 
but  questionable  taste,  meditated  an  edition  of  ShakespeHrr, 
and  published  two  or  three  plajs  as  specimens.  Somethinic 
In  his  preface  to  King  Lear  stirred  up  the  rivalry  and  bile  ot 
Steevrns,  who  for  some  time  persecut«d  the  old  aniAteur 
with  a  malignity  more  personal  than  critical,  but  accepted,  it 
appears,  the  publication  of  Hamlet  teitkout  a  ftr^ace^  as  a 
peace-offering;  but  Jennens  did  not  long  enjoy  this  tran> 
quillity,  for  he  died  the  same  year.  —  CaoaiR. 

>  l^he  ofTeoce  given  was  a  long  abusive  letter  in  the  Lon* 
don  Packet.  A  particular  account  of  this  transaction,  and 
Goldsmith's  Vindication  (for  such  it  was,  rather  than  an 
Apology),  may  lie  found  in  the  Life  of  that  poet,  prefixed  to 
his  Miscellaneous  Works.  —  Malonb. 
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importance  to  the  public."  Boawbll.  **I 
fancy.  Sir,  this  is  tne  first  time  that  he  has 
been  enji^ged  in  such  an  adventure."  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  I  believe  it  is  the  first  time  he  has 
beat^ ,  he  may  have  been  beaten  before.  This, 
Sir,  is  a  new  plume  to  him." 

I  meutionea  Sir  John  Dalrymplc's  "  Memoirs 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,'  and  his  dis- 
coveries to  the  prejudice  of  Lord  Russell  and 
Algernon  Sidney.  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir, 
every  body  who  had  just  notions  of  govern- 
ment thought  them  rascals  before.  It  is  well 
that  all  mankind  now  see  them  to  be  rascals." 
BoswELL.  "But,  Sir,  may  not  those  dis- 
coveries be  true  without  their  being  rascals  ?" 
Johnson.  "  Consider,  Sir ;  would  any  of  them 
have  been  willing  to  have  had  it  known  that 
they  intrigued  with  France  ?  Depend  upon  it, 
Sir,  he  who  does  what  he  is  afraid  should  be 
known,  has  something  rotten  about  him.  This 
Dalrympic  seems  to  be  an  honest  fellow ;  for 
he  tells  equally  what  makes  against  both  sides. 
But  nothing  can  be  poorer  than  his  mode  of 
writing,  it  is  the  mere  bouncing  of  a  school- 
boy :  Great  He  I  but  greater  She  I  and  such 
stuff."  « 

I  could  not  agree  with  him  in  this  criticism ; 
for  though  Sir  John  Dairy mple*s  style  is  not 
regularly  formed  in  any  resjKict,  and  one  cannot 
bclp  smiling  sometimes  at  his  aifected^raTi^i/o- 
7ti^fu;«,  there  is  in  his  writing  a  pointed  vivacity, 
and  much  of  a  gentlemanly  spirit. 

At  Mr.  Thrale's,  in  the  evening,  he  repeated 

his    usual    paradoxical    declamation    against 

tction  in  public  speaking.     "  Action  can  have 

'  no   effect   upon    reasonable  minds.     It  may 

■   wgnient  noise,  but  it  never  can  enforce  argu- 

nient.    If  you  speak  to  a  dog,  you  use  action  ; 

1   Tou  hold  up  your  hand  thus,  l^eeause  he  is  a 

"rule ;  and  in  proportion  Jis  men  are  removed 

I  from  brute:*,  action  will  have  the  less  influence 

upou  them."      AIrs.  Tubale.      "  What  then, 

■   ^ir,  becomes  of  Demosthenes'  saying  ?     *  Ac- 

1  *>»n,  action,  action! '"      Johnson.     "  Demos- 

ll»u«j,  Ma<iuin,  spoke  to  an  a^ssenibly  of  brutes ; 

*o»  barbarous  people."  ^ 

I      I  thought  it  extraoi*dinary,  that  he  should 

*^Qy  the  pt)wer  of  rhetorical  action  upon  human 

nature,  when  it  is  proved  by  innumerable  facts 

"•  >il  stages  of  society.    Reasonable  beings  are 


not  solely  reasonable.  They  have  fancies  which 
may  be  pleased,  passions  which  may  be  roused. 

Lord  Chesterfield  being  mentioned,  Johnson 
remarked,  that  almost  all  of  that  celebrated 
nobleman's  witty  sayings  were  puns.  He,  how- 
ever, allowed  the  merit  of  good  wit  to  his 
lordship's  saying  of  Lord  Tyrawley  *  and  him- 
self, wtien  both  very  old  and  infirm:  "Ty- 
rawley and  I  have  been  dead  these  two  years ; 
but  we  don't  choose  to  have  it  known." 

He  talked  with  approbation  of  an  intended 
edition  of  "  The  Spectator,"  with  notes ;  two 
volumes  of  which  had  been  prepared  by  a 
gentleman  eminent  in  the  literary  world »,  and 
the  materials  which  he  had  collected  for  the 
remainder  had  been  transferred  to  another 
hand.  He  observed,  that  all  works  which 
describe  manners,  require  notes  in  sixty  or 
seventy  yearst  or  less;  and  told  us,  he  had 
communicated  all  he  knew  that  could  throw 
light  upon  "  The  Spectator."  He  said,  "  Ad- 
dison had  made  his  Sir  Andrew  Freeport  a 
true  Whig,  arguing  against  giving  charity  to 
beggars,  and  tlirowing  out  other  such  ungra- 
cious sentiments;  but  that  he  had  thought 
better,  and  made  amends  by  making  him  found 
an  hospital  for  decayed  farmers."  He  calle<l 
for  the  volume  of  "  The  Spectator"  in  which 
that  account  is  contained,  and  read  it  aloud  to 
us.  He  read  so  well,  that  every  thing  ac- 
quired additional  weight  and  grace  from  his 
utterance. 

The  conversation  havinflf  turned  on  modern 
imitations  of  ancient  ballads,  and  some  one 
having  praised  their  simplicity,  he  treate<l  them 
with  that  ridicule  which  he  always  displayed 
when  that  subject  was  mentioned.* 

He  disapproved  of  introducing  scripture 
phrases  into  secular  discourse.  This  seemed  to 
me  a  question  of  some  difliculty.  A  scripture 
expression  may  be  used,  likt!  a  highly  clussii'id 
phnise,  to  produce  an  instantaneous  strong  im- 
I)rossion;  and  it  may  be  done  without  being  at 
all  improju'r.  Yet  1  own  there  is  danger,  tbat 
aj)nlying  the  language  of  our  sacred  book  to 
ordinary  subjects  may  tend  to  les^en  our  re- 
verence for  it.  If  therefore  it  be  introduced 
at  all,  it  should  be  with  very  great  caul  ion. 

On  Thursday,  April  8.,  1  sat  a  good  part  of 
the  evening  with  him,  but  he  was  very  silent. 


'  ^T.  Chiilmcr*.  in  the  article  "  CJoIdsmith."  in  th«*  liiog. 

p**-.  HMef,  on  the  authority  of  I'vanR.  lii.it  Ac-  h.nt  beaten 

[^•nJltb.  uitl  not  Cnlilsmith  iiim  ;   ami    Mr.  Prior,   who 

I    »«l-m  coacetli-»   anjthlng  to  Golil.<inith'»  ilispara^'i^nrnt, 

j   fT'Kl'Kf*  tho  rccoll«ftion$  of  Harris  thtj  l)ooksfHi'r,  late  of  I 

"tPaul'ii  Church  Y.ird.  wlio  w««  P>ans'«  fchoiiman,  and  j 

]   f^*  >t  the  fray,  which  gavo  GoUsmich  rath«'r  the  worst  of  I 

*    fi'ikifmith  allfirtMi  in  dcfonco  j)f  lii«  pruccwiinft,  that  thf 

•rtid^wiw  diirr»|)i-ctfiil  to  a  young  lady  —  one  of  the  Mi»s 

•"nwrln  (autt,  p.  IS"*,  n.  '2);  i)Ut  the  nlliiiiion  to  hrr  was 

J"T»l|;fht.  and  hardly  dl»rc»it»Tttul.    Goldsmith  wa«(»bliKC«l 

Wftmpromlse  tlir  assault  l)y  payinj:  Ml/,  to  a  Wtrlsh  charity. 

'A  homhvtir  ode  of  Oldham'ii  on  Dm  Joimon,  ln'Rinsi  . 
^:  "Uti.Ar  riior  !  "  which  i-t-rhapd  his  nainrd.iiwc  rrnii'in. 

i? — M.»t,i)NK.     Mr.  Malom**!  note  Is  absurd.    JohnM.n,  | 
•Mr.  Hji'i  iin  olMi-rvpd  to  m«»,  cliMrlv  nu>ant   Dalryinph'"". 
•wnpcion  nf  the  parting  of  Lord  and  l,u\y  IvH'«t11  :  —  •"  He  \ 
r«  In  thi»  l3»t  act  of  hit  life,  but  the  f^r.aUr"  —  Ckoklb, 


^  Johnfton  mipht  have  better  replied,  that  I)emo«heno* 
never  iiu-d  this  term  in  our  sen^e,  here  .iHudivl  to,  of  th»'atii- 
cal  grsturi'  —  he  prutMiblr  meant  tMjerpy.  Somew  hat  lll».e 
Danton's  requisite  for  a  ret'olutiouary  leader.  *'de  Taudace, 
encore  de  I'aud-tce,  toujonrt  de  randace."  —  CiioKKR. 

*  Jaine%  O'llar.t,  Lord  Tj  raw  ley,  a  pen-ral  olfieer,  wa< 
Imrn  in  IGW.  and  diwl  July  13.  177:j"  111*  name.  I  fear,  wai 
meant  to  Oil  a  l>Iuiik  in  Tope'*  satire  — 

" or  Inrd  T y*s  crew.'"  —  Crcker. 

^  Mr.  Chalmers  <»ho,  himself,  lia*  performed  this  f.ifk) 
informs  me.  tnat  the  tir«it  of  these  i:eiitl«-men  was  Dr.  Pen-v, 
and  the  MHond  Dr.  JoliU  C.alder,  of  uhum  S'lnc  aceiiuut  will 
b«>  found,  flent.  Majj.  vol.  Ixxw.  p.  .'itH Chukf.k. 

fi  B<i>wpll,>!oii<l-naturi-<lly  relurlaiit  to  puhli<h  Johnson's 
freqtii'iit  ridicule  on  I>i.^hop  Percy  I  who  was  still  alive).  h"ro 
.<iip|ireii..e*ldetaiN.whiei>  liowever  may  Ite  Fufliciently  )rn.'*«'v«>d 
at  fri»m  wliat  we  y\\.\\\  mw  Mibsciiuently,  post,  Marcli  21.  177'i, 
and  A^iril,  177X. —Choker. 
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He  saiil,  ''Biirnet'5  *TIisforj  of  his  own  Times' 
is  very  ctitcrtiiininp.  Tin.*  wfjlc,  iiideccK  ia 
rai!rc  chit*chuf.  1  do  not  believe  thut  Burnet 
ititcnrioually  lle«l;  but  bo  w;is  so  much  pre- 
judiced, thut  be  took  no  p.iiiLH  lo  find  out  the 
truth.  Ht.'  was  like  a  man  who  resolves  to 
regulate  hia  lime  by  a  ccrtiiin  watch ;  but 
wiU  not  inquire  whether  the  wateh  la  right 
or  not," 

Tliottgh  he  was  not  disposed  to  talk,  he  was 
unwining  that  I  should  leave  him;  and  when  1 
loitked  at  my  wiilrh,  and  (nlil  hljii  it  was  twelve 
o'clock,  he  crieil,  "Whut's  that  to  you  andniol'*' 
and  ordered  Fniidc  to  toll  Mrs.  Willi  am  8  that 
we  were  corning  to  drink  tea  with  her,  which 
we  did.  It  w)i«i  settled  tho^t  we  should  go  to 
church  toother  next  day. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  being  Good  Friday,  I 
breftkftt8t<Hl  with  him  on  tea  and  cross-buna ; 
Doctor  Levels  qs  Frank  enlled  him,  mtdcing 
the  tefL.  He  carried  me  with  htm  to  the  church 
of  St,  Clement  Danes,  whore  he  had  bis  dcftt; 
and  his  behaviour  wiw,  as  I  had  imaged  to 
myself,  solemnly  devout.  I  never  shall  forget 
the  tremulous  carne^tntiss  with  which  he  pro- 
nounced the  awful  {ictition  in  the  Litany  :  *'  In 
the  hour  ot'  death,  and  at  the  day  of  judgmeut, 
good  Lord  deliver  us." 

We  went  to  church  both  in  the  moralng  and 
evening.  In  the  interval  between  t  he  two  services 
we  did  not  dine ;  but  he  read  in  the  Groek 
New  Testament,  and  I  turned  over  several  of 
his  books. 

In  Archbishop  Laud*9  Diary,  I  found  the 
following  pasiMtge,  which  I  read  to  Dr.  John- 
eon  :  — 

*«  162!^.  February  l.t  Sunday.  I  stood  by  the 
moftt  illustrious  Prince  Charlos^  at  dinner.  He 
WM  then  very  merry,  and  talked  occasionally  of 
many  thing?*  with  bis  attendants.  Among  other 
thing.^,  hi*  said,  thai  if  be  were  necessitated  lo  take 
any  partkular  protVsaion  of  life,  be  could  not  be  a 
lawyer,  adding  liiic  reasons;  '  I  cannot,*  &aitli  be, 
*  defend  a  i>nd,  nor  yield  in  u  good  cause.*  *' 

JoH^son*  **  Sir,  f  his  is  fsdpe  reasoning ; 
because  every  cause  has  a  bad  side :  and  a 
lawyer  h  not  overcome,  tliough  tlie  cause  which 
ho  has  endeavoured  to  sup{x)rt  be  detormined 
jitrJUnst  him," 

I  told  him  that  Goldi^mith  had  said  to  me  a 
few  days  before,  "  Aa  I  take  my  shoes  from 
the  shoemaker,  and  my  coat  ft*om  the  tailor,  so 
1  t^ke  my  religion  from  the  priest."  I  regretted 
this  loose  wny  of  talking.  Johwson.  **  Sir,  he 
knows  notliing ;  he  hiis  maiie  up  his  mind 
about  nothing." 

To  my  great  surprise  he  asked  me  to  dine 


1     Attrrwaiit.  ('(.nrlr 


iiltlit  perrormiuuT  ta  vtMi,  I  do  not 
ipiil  yuit  lu  mf»t'\f.     It  ifittjr  *U*  m« 


with  liim  on  EastcT  Day.  I  never  iupposetl 
that  he  hud  a  dinner  at  hls»  house  ;  for  I  ha«l 
not  then  heard  of  any  uncof  hts  friends  having 
been  entertained  at  hii«  table.  He  tijld  me, 
**  1  generally  have  a  meat  pie  on  Sunday : 
it  is  baked  at  a  public  oven,  which  is  very 
properly  allowed,  because  one  man  can  aitvmi 
It ;  and  thus  the  advantage  is  ohtaine<l  of 
not  keeping  servants  from  church  to  (lr««Mf 
dinners.' 

April  IL,  being  Easter  Stinday,  after  having 
attended  divine  service  at  St.  Puurs,  1  rcpairwl 

to  Dr.  Johni^on's.    I  had  gratified  ?•-  •  -tty 

much  in  dining  with  Jkan  Jaqi  i  wt 

while  he  lived  in  the  wilds  of  N    !;  1 

had  OB  great  a  curiosity  to  dine  wiiJj  Dr. 
Samuel  Jounson,  in  the  dusky  recess  of  a 
court  in  Fleet  Street.  I  suppoiiied  wc  should 
scarcely  have  knives  and  forks,  and  only  some 
strange,  uncouth,  ilUdrcst  dish :  but  I  found 
j  every  thing  in  very  good  order.  We  had  no 
'  other  company  but  Mrs.  Williams  and  a  young 
1  woman  whom  I  did  not  know.  Asa  diniit^r 
here  was  considered  as  a  singulai'  pherjomcnott, 
and  as  I  was  frequently  interrogutcd  on  tbe 
subject,  my  readers  may  perhaps  be  dei*irou» 
to  know  our  bill  of  fare.  Foote,  I  remember, 
in  allusion  to  Francis,  the  negro,  ys as  wiltinic  lo 
suppose  that  our  repast  was  blmk  broth.  Bat 
the  fact  was,  that  we  had  a  very  gofKl  sottp,  a 
boiled  leg  of  lamb  and  spinack,  a  venl  pio*t 
and  a  rice  pudding. 

Of  Dr.  John  Campbell,  the  author,  he  foid, 
"  He  ia  a  very  imiuisitiveand  a  very  aide  man, 
and  a  man  of  go<xl  religious  principleis,  thnn«rh 
r  am  atraid  be  has  been  deficient  in  prACtieu. 
Campbell  ia  radically  right;  aniJ  we  may  hope 
that  m  time  there  will  be  good  practic*."  * 

He  owned  that  he  thought  Hawkcsworih 
was  one  of  his  iinitator*,  but  he  difl  not  think 
Goldsmith  wiw.  Goldsmith,  he  *ajd,  hjid  great 
merit.  Bohwell.  "But,  Sir,  he  ia  much 
indebteil  to  you  for  his  getting  so  hig^h  in 
the  public  eatiumiion."  Jon?fBON.  '*\VTij. 
Sir.  ne  hoJ,  |)erhaps,  got  ioomr  to  It  by  b« 
intimacy  with  me." 

GoldicnLith,  though  his  vanity  oftvn  cxQited 
him  to  ocL\isionaI  cojn[>etitioii,  had  a  very  high 
regard  ibr  Johnson,  which  he  had  at  thi>i  tifne 
expressed  in  the  Btrongedt  mnuner  in  ihe  Dt- 
dication  of  his  comedy,  entitlctl,  "  She  Stouj 
to  Conquer."  * 

Johnstm  observed,  that  there  were  very^ 
books  printed  in  Scotland  bitor*'   t]u 
He  bad  seen  a  complete  c*' 
the  poasc:*sion  of  the  Hon.  A 1 
a  non-juring  bishop.*     I  wii«h  this  colli 
had  been  kept  euture.    Many  of  them 


jreart  in  mtlmiicjr  «lth  yen.    tt  tniiv  trrvt  Ihe 
raiinkjiid  alio  to  Infurtn  thvm,  that  the  rrt^tc^l  « 
(ntund  in  a  clmmctcr,  wkhout  Impjiirinf  the  niiMt 

*  6«»r  «Ti  nci'mmi  fit  thU  1 
mun,  nTiii  of  hU  cnriniu  work 
on,  W.  I77i — DoiiHitu,-     A«i 


^otnc  iinriixif  tM  iitiorm  ui*  |iut)lk,  cliit  t  tuve  UT«!d  miinj 


^T.64. 
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die  library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  at 
Edinburgh.  I  told  Dr.  Johnson  that  I  had 
some  intention  to  write  the  life  of  the  learned 
and  worthy  Thomas  Ruddiman.  He  said,  "  I 
should  take  pleasure  in  helping  you  to  do 
honour  to  him.  But  his  farewell  letter  to 
tlie  Faculty  of  Advocates,  when  he  resigned 
the  office  of  their  librarian,  should  have  been 
in  Latin.*" 

I  put  a  question  to  him  upon  a  fact  in  com- 
mon life,  which  he  could  not  answer,  nor  have 
I  found  any  one  else  who  could.  What  is  the 
reascA  that  women  servants,  though  obliged  to 
be  at  the  expense  of  purchasing  their  own 
clothes,  have  much  lower  wages  than  men 
servants,  to  whom  a  great  proportion  of  that 
article  is  furnished,  and  when  in  fact  our 
female  house-servants  work  much  harder  than 
tlie  maleP' 

He  told  me  that  he  had  twelve  or  fourteen 
times  attempted  to  keep  a  journal  of  his  life, 
but  never  could  persevere.  He  advised  me  to 
do  it.  "  The  great  thing  to  be  recorded,"  said 
he,  **•  is  the  state  of  your  own  mind ;  and  you 
should  write  down  every  thing  that  you  re- 
member, for  you  cannot  judge  at  first  what  is 
good  or  bad ;  and  write  immediately  while  the 
impresnon  is  fresh,  fur  it  will  not  be  the  same 
a  week  afterwards.*' 

I  again  solicited  him  to  communicate  to  me 
the  particulars  of  his  early  life.  He  said, 
"  You  shall  have  them  all  for  twopence.  I  hope 
you  shall  know  a  great  deal  more  of  me  before 
y-ou  write  my  Life."  He  mentioned  to  me  this 
day  many  circumstances,  which  I  wrote  down 
when  I  went  home,  and  have  interwoven  in  the 
former  part  of  this  narrative.* 

On  Tuesday,  April  13.,  he  and  Dr.  Gold- 
smith and  I  dined  at  General  Oglethorpe's. 
Goldsmith  expatiated  on  the  common  topic, 
that  the  race  of  our  people  was  degenerated, 
and  that  this  was  owing  to  luxury.  Johnson. 
•*  Sir,  in  the  tfrat  place,  I  doubt  the  fact.^  I 
believe  there  are  as  many  tall  men  in  England 
now,  as  ever  there  were.  But,  secondly,  snp- 
posing  the  stature  of  our  people  to  be  dimi- 
nished, that  is  not  owing  to  luxury ;  for.  Sir, 


•  There  U  agreater  variety  of  employment  for  mm,  than  for 
women :  therefore  the  demand  raUes  the  price —  Kearney. 
And  there  U  more  specialty,  and  generally  greater  difficulty 
miKl  re»pontibiiity,  in  the  duties  of  the  men.  —  Croker. 

s  The  following  is  his  own  minute  but  not  uninteresting 
■Bcnorandum  of  this  day :  — 

••  April  1 1 .  1774  1  had  more  disturbance  In  the  night  than 
baa  been  customary  for  »<>me  weeks  past.  I  rose  before  nme 
in  the  morning,  and  prayed  and  drank  tea.  I  came,  1  think, 
to  church  in  the  beginning  of  the  prayers.  I  did  not  dis- 
finctir  hear  the  Psalms,  and  found  that  I  had  betm  reading 
ClM  rsaJms  for  (;ood  Friday.  1  went  through  the  Litany. 
after  a  short  disturbance,  with  tolerable  attention. 

-  After  sermon,  I  peru»e<l  my  urayer  in  the  pew,  then  went 
nearer  the  altar,  and  being  intro«luced  into  another  pew,  used 
zaj  prayer  agriin,  and  recommended  my  relations,  «ith 
Bstburtt  and  [Miss]  Boothby,  then  my  wife  again  by  herself. 
I  went  nearer  the  altar,  and  read  the  collects  chosen 
1   prayed   for    Salnsbury.   [Mrs.  Thrale's 


then  laogushing  with  an  Illness  of  which  she  soon 
41^]  and.  1  think,  the  Thrales.     I  then  communicated  with 


consider  to  how  very  small  a  proportion  of  our 
people  luxury  can  reach.  Our  soldiery,  surely, 
ore  not  luxurious,  who  live  on  sixpence  a  day ; 
and  the  same  remark  will  apply  to  almost  all 
the  other  classes.  Luxury,  so  i'ar  as  it  reaches 
the  poor,  will  do  good  to  the  race  of  people ; 
it  will  strengthen  and  multiply  them.  Sir,  no 
nation  was  ever  hurt  by  luxury  ;  for,  as  I  said 
before,  it  can  reach  but  to  a  very  few.  I 
admit  that  the  great  increase  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  hurts  the  military  spirit  of  a 
people ;  because  it  produces  a  competition  for 
something  else  than  martial  honours,  —  a  com- 
petion  for  riches.  It  also  hurts  the  bodies  of 
the  people ;  for  you  will  observe,  there  is  no 
man  who  works  at  any  particular  trade,  but 
you  may  know  him  from  his  appearance  to  do 
so.  One  part  or  the  other  of  nis  body  being 
more  used  than  the  rest,  he  is  some  degree 
deformed:  but,  Sir,  that  is  not  luxury.  A 
tailor  sits  cross-legged ;  but  that  is  not  luxury.** 
Goldsmith.  "  Come,  you're  just  going  to  the 
same  place  by  another  road."  Johhson. 
"  Nay,  Sir,  I  say  that  is  not  luxury.  Let  us 
take  a  walk  from  Charing  Cross  to  Whito- 
chapel,  through,  I  suppose,  the  greatest  series 
of  shops  in  the  world ;  what  is  there  in  any  of 
these  shops  (if  you  except  gin-shops)  that  can 
do  any  human  being  any  harm  ?**  Goldsmith. 
"  Well,  Sir,  Til  accept  your  challenge.  The 
very  next  shop  to  Northumberland  House  is  a 
pickle-shop."  Johnson.  "  Well,  Sir ;  do  we 
not  know  that  a  maid  can  in  one  afternoon 
make  pickles  sufficient  to  serve  a  whole  family 
for  a  year?  nay,  that  five  pickle-shops  can 
serve  all  the  kingdom  ?  Besides,  Sir,  tnere  is 
no  harm  done  to  any  body  by  the  making  of 
pickles,  or  the  eating  of  pickles." 

We  drank  tea  with  tlic  ladies ;  and  Gold- 
smith sang  Tony  Lumpkin's  song  in  his 
comedy,  "  She  Stoops  to  Conquer,"  and  a  very 
pretty  one,  to  an  Irish  tune,  which  he  had 
designed  for  Miss  Hardcastle;  but  as  Mrs. 
Bulkelcy,  who  played  the  part,  could  not  sing, 
it  was  left  out.  lie  afterwards  wrote  it  down 
for  me,  by  which  means  it  was  preserved,  and 
now  appears  amongst  his  poems.*  Dr.  Johnson, 


into  the  study  to  Boswrll,  and  read  the  Greek  Testament. 
Then  dined,  and  whi-n  Bo«wt>ll  went  nuay,  ended  the  four 
first  chapters  of  St.  .Matthew,  and  the  Beatitudes  of  the  fifth. 
I  then  went  to  Krening  Pra>crs,  and  was  compo«i-d.  1  gave 
the  pew. keepers  each  five  shillings  and  tnreeprnci-."  — 
lyOCKHART.  Quarter  guineas  of  5<.  3d.  were  at  that  time  in 
circulation.  —  C'rokkr. 

3  There  »«'ems  no  reason  wliaterrr  to  believe  the  fact:  old 
coOinK  and  old  armour  do  not  designate  a  taller  race  of  men. 
Pope  tells  us  tiwit  Colley  Cibber  oluained  King  Kdward's 
armour  from  the  Tower,  and  wore  It  in  a  the.itrical  proces- 
sion ;  and  I  have  never  sern  any  ancient  armour  ol  extraor- 
dinary size.  The  doors,  windows,  and  ceilings  of  old  houses 
are  not  loftier  than  those  of  nuKlem  dars.  OtMer  animals, 
too,  cannot  have  deg<>neratcd  in  siie  by  the  luxury  uf  man  ; 

I  and  they  seem,  by  all  evidence,  to  have  lM)rne  in  old  times 
the  same  proportion  to  the  human  figure  that  they  now  bear. 

I  — Choker. 

,       «  The  humours  of  Ballamagairy.  —  Boswrll.     This  air. 


used  the  collect  for  Easter  Day,  and  returning  to 
Cbe  first  pew.  prayed  my  prayer  thf  third  time.    I  came  home 
UMd  my  prayer  and  the  Eakter  Collect.    Then  went 


which  i»  essentially  low  comic,  would  have  been  very  ill 
(kuite<l  to  the  character  of  Miss  Hardcastlf,vyen  as  the  Cham- 
bermaid. It  WHS  long  alter  mc)re  appropriately  employed  by 
Colman  for  Linmcy  Mactouller  In  nis  farce  of  **  The 
Wags  of  Windsor.'^    Mr.  Moore  has  since  tried  to  bring  it 
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in  his  way  home,  stopped  at  my  lodgings  in 
Piccadilly,  and  sat  with  me,  drinking  tea  a 
second  time,  till  a  late  hour. 

1  told  him  that  Mrs.  Macaulay  said,  she 
wondered  how  he  could  reconcile  his  political 
principles  with  his  moral :  his  notions  of  in- 
equality and  subordination  with  wishing  well 
to  the  happiness  of  all  mankind,  who  might 
live  so  agreeably,  had  they  all  their  portions 
of  land,  and  none  to  domineer  over  another. 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  I  reconcile  my  prin- 
ciples very  well,  because  mankind  are  happier 
in  a  state  of  inequality  and  subordination. 
Were  they  to  be  in  tnis  pretty  state  of  equality, 
they  would  soon  degenerate  into  brutes ;  they 
would  become  Monboddo's  nation ;  tlieir  tails 
would  grow.  Sir,  all  would  be  losers,  were 
all  to  work  for  all :  they  would  have  no  intel- 
lectual improvement.  All  intellectual  improve- 
ment arises  from  leisure ;  all  leisure  arises  from 
one  working  for  another." 

Talkinj^  of  the  family  of  Stuart,  he  said, 
**  It  should  seem  that  the  family  at  present  on 
the  throne  has  now  established  as  good  a  right 
as  the  former  family,  by  the  long  consent  of 
the  people;  and  that  to  disturb  this  right  might 
be  considered  as  culpable.  At  the  same  time 
I  own,  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  question,  when 
considered  with  respect  to  the  house  of  Stuart. 
To  oblige  people  to  take  oaths  as  to  the  dis- 
puted right,  is  wrong.  I  know  not  whether  I 
could  take  them ;  but  I  do  not  blame  those 
who  do."  So  conscientious  and  so  delicate  was 
he  upon  this  subject,  which  has  occasioned  so 
much  clamour  against  him. 

Talking  of  law  cases,  he  said,  "  The  English 
reports,  m  general,  are  very  poor;  only  the 
half  of  what  has  been  said  is  taken  down  ;  and 
of  that  haUf,  much  is  mistaken.  Whereas,  in 
Scotland,  the  arguments  on  each  side  are  deli- 
berately put  in  writing,  to  be  considered  by 
the  court.  I  think  a  collection  of  your  cases 
upon  subjects  of  importance,  with  the  opi- 
nions of  the  Judges  upon  them,  would  be 
valuable." 

On  Thursday,  April  15.,  I  dined  with  hiin 
and  Dr.  Groldsmith  at  General  Paoli's.  We 
found  here  Signor  Martinclli  ■  of  Florence, 
author  of  a  History  of  England  in  Italian, 
printed  at  London. 

I  spoke  of  Allan  Ramsay's  "  Gentle  Shep- 
herd, in  the  Scottish  dialect,  as  the  best  pastoral 
that  had  ever  been  written ;  not  only  abound- 
ing with  beautiful  rural  imagery,  and  just  and 
pleasing  sentiments,  but  being  a  real  picture  of 
manners  ;  and  I  offered  to  teach  Dr.  Johnson 
to  understand  it.     "  No,   Sir, "   said  he,    "  I 


Into  good  companf.  In  the  ninth  number  of  hli  Irish  Mclo. 
dies.  The  words,  too.  which  Mr.  Boswrll  presorred,  might 
have  been  lost  without  any  injury  to  Goldsmith's  farar. 

•*  Ah,  me !  when  shall  I  marrv  me  ; 

Lnrers  are  plenty ;  but  fall  to  relieve  me : 
He.  fitad  youth,  that  could  carry  me. 
Offers  to  iuvc,  but  means  todccelveme,"  A-c.—Croker. 


won*t  learn  it.  You  shall  retain  your  supe- 
riority by  my  not  knowing  it.'* 

This  Drought  on  a  question  whether  one 
man  is  lessened  by  another's  acquiring  an 
equal  degree  of  knowledge  with  him.  John* 
son  asserted  the  affirmative.  I  maintained 
that  the  position  might  be  true  in  those  kinds 
of  knowledge  which  produce  wisdom,  power, 
and  force,  so  as  to  enable  one  man  to  have  the 
government  of  others ;  but  tliat  a  man  is  not 
in  any  degree  lessened  by  others  knowing  as 
well  as  he  what  ends  in  mere  pleasure: — 
"  eating  fine  fruits,  drinking  delicious  wines, 
reading  exquisite  poetry." 

The  General  observed,  that  Martinelli  was  a 
WTiig.  Johnson.  "I  am  sorry  for  it.  It  shows 
the  spirit  of  the  times  :  he  is  obliged  to  tem- 
porise." BoswELL.  "  I  rather  tliink,  Sir,  that 
Toryism  prevails  in  this  reign."  Johnson.  **  I 
know  not  why  you  should  think  so,  Sir.  You 
see  your  friend  Lord  Lyttelton,  a  nobleman,  is 
obliged  in  his  History  (p{  Henry  II.)  to  write 
the  most  vulgar  Whiggism." 

An  animated  debate  took  place  whether 
Martinelli  should  continue  his  History  of  £ng» 
land  to  the  present  day.  Gou>8iiiTH.  "  To  be 
sure  he  should."  Johnson.  "No,  Sir;  he 
woidd  give  great  offence.  He  would  have  to 
tell  of  almost  all  the  living  great  what  they  do 
not  wish  told."  Goldsmith.  "  It  may,  perh^M, 
be  necessary  for  a  native  to  be  more  cautious ; 
but  a  foreigner  who  comes  among  us  without 
prejudice,  may  be  considered  as  nolding  the 
place  of  a  judge,  and  may  speak  his  mind 
freely."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  a  Ibreigner,  when  he 
sends  a  work  from  the  press,  ought  to  be  on  his 
guard  against  catching  the  error  and  mistaken 
enthusiasm  of  the  people  among  whom  he 
happens  to  be."  Gtoldsmith.  "  Sir,  he  wants 
only  to  sell  his  history,  and  to  tell  truth ;  one 
an  honest,  the  other  a  laudable  motive." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  they  are  both  laudable  mo- 
tives. It  is  laudable  in  a  man  to  wish  to  live 
by  his  labours ;  but  he  should  write  so  as  he 
may  live  by  them,  not  so  as  he  may  be  knocked 
on  the  head.  I  would  advise  him  to  be  at 
Calais  before  he  publishes  his  history  of  the 
present  acje.  A  foreigner  who  attaches  himsdf 
to  a  political  party  in  this  country,  is  in  the 
worst  state  that  can  be  imagined :  he  is  looked 
upon  as  a  mere  intermeddlcr.  A  native  may 
do  it  from  interest."  Bosweix.  "  Or  prin- 
ciple." Goldsmith.  "  There  are  people  who 
tell  a  hundred  political  lies  every  day,  and  arc 
not  hurt  by  it.  Surely,  then,  one  may  tell 
truth  with  safety."  Johnson.  **  AVliy,  Sir,  in 
the  first  place,  he  who  tells  a  hundred'  lies  has 


>  Vlncenslo  Martinelli  Instructed  many  of  our  nobility  in 
his  native  idiom.  His  History  of  Kngland,  in  two  quarto 
volumes.  Is  n  mere  compilation  from  Kanin.  An  octavo 
volume  of  his  "  I^ttere  Famiiiare"  is  ratner  amusing,  foi 
the  complacenry  of  the  writer  respecting  his  own  iroporSsnoe, 
and  the  nnrrutives  of  his  visits  to  Tarlous  noblemen,  whOM 
names  spangle  his  pages.  —  Crokss. 


^Et.  G4. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


253 


«liwinn«>d  the  force  of  liis  lies.  But,  besides  ;  a 
niiiii  had  rather  have  a  hundred  lies  told  of  hiin, 
than  one  truth  which  he  does  not  wish  should 
be  tohl."  (lOLDSMiTU.  '•  For  my  part,  Td  tell 
truth,  and  shame  the  devil."  Jounsom.  "  Yes, 
Sir ;  but  the  di^vil  will  lie  angry.  1  wish  to 
shanie  the  devil  as  much  as  you  do,  but  I 
lihoald  choose  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  his 
claws.  '*  (toi.dsmith.  *^Uis  claws  can  do  you 
no  harm,  when  you  have  the  shield  of  truth.*' 

It  havin;;  been  observe<l  tliat  there  was  little 
ho>i)itality  HI  London  :  Joukson.  "Nay,  Sir, 
any  niuu  who  has  a  name,  or  who  has  the 
|)<jwer  of  pleasing,  will  be  very  generally 
invittKl  in  London.  The  man  Sterne,  1  have 
bi.-on  tohl,  has  had  engagements  for  three 
months.**  Goldsmith.  "And  a  very  dull 
fellow.**     .loiiNSox.     "  Why,  no.  Sir."  » 

Marti nclli  told  u.s,  that  for  several  years  he 
lived  much  with  Charles  Townshend*,  and 
that  he  ventured  to  ti^ll  him  he  was  a  bad 
joker.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  thus  much  1 
can  say  ujwn  the  subject.  One  day  he  and  a 
few  more  agreed  to  go  and  dine  in  the  country, 
and  each  of  them  was  to  brin^  a  friend  in  his 
cmrriage  with  him.  Charles  lownshend  asked 
FitzlieriK?rt  to  go  with  hnn,  but  told  him, "  You 
must  find  somebody  to  bring  you  back :  I  can 
only  carry  you  there."  Fitzhorbert  did  not 
much  like  this  aiTangement.  He  however 
€:oiisenl»;d,  observing  sarcastically,  *  It  will  do 
v»»ry  well :  for  then  the  same  jokes  will  serve 
you  in  retunung  as  in  going.'" 

An  eminent  ])ublic  (.luirartcr  '  being  men- 
ti'incd:   Johnson.  "1  n'nienilier  being  present 
:    wh»/n  he  >how<*fl  himself  to  be  so  corru])ted,  or 
at    least   •sotnethiiig  ro  dillereut   from  what  I 
think  right,  a^  to  maintain,  that  a  member  of 
I».irli:iiJH'nt  sii»ul(l  gt)  alon;;  with  hisjiarty,  right  j 
*ir  uro:ig,     Xnw,  Sir,  tins  is  so  remote  thuw  j 
n;»live  virtue,   from  seliolastie   virtue,   that  a  ! 
•    g.HMl  man  must  have  undergone  a  great  change  ! 
1  «-:"nre  he  can  r«'Concile  himself  to  such  a  doc- 
triite.     It  is  maintaining  that  you  may  lie  to 
tiji"  publii-;  for  you  lie  whi-n  you  call  flint  right  ' 
wliiili   vnii   tliink  wrong,  or  the  reverse.     A 
)rlt-nd  III'  r»urs,  wijo  is  Unt  mueh    an  ceho   of 
that  gfrith-mau,  «»b-*"rv.Ml,  tJjat  a  man  who  does 


*«t-  ':!■•,  1*  i:i.i\  l)i;  mppoic.l,  w.xs  ini  ;,'ri':it  fivimri'i-  with 
1 1'  J  iii--i'i  ;  iisil  a  l.iilj  «iii(«»  vi-iitiir(-«l  ti»  a.'.k  i.iiii  Imw 
li.>  '■  k-  I  Viiruk'"  <i  r[iii;ii'^ :  "  I  kiinw  iii>:hi:iL'  .ilwnit  thcin, 
V  .-I  iT.i.''  ».»-  Ill'  nply.  IJut  «iiiiic  rime  iifl«Tw;iril«.  lorpft- 
li'._-  ^  ir.jil:.  hf  n'v.n  ly  c»:i.«ur«il  tliciii.  iiixl  the  l.uly  v••ry 
;4..tll  r  'iirti'<l.  "  I  iiiiili-rMtMHi  yiui  to  far,  Mr,  that  you  hail 
f-,-*»fr  ri-.M  tlieri:."  "  Nm.  maiai'ii,  1  diil  n-ad  tln-iii,  but  it  was 
ju  it  ■•TAff'-.iDiirh.  I  «iii)uht  never  haw;  i]c>iKii<->l  vvvn  to  Inuk 
ac  tJ:'iii  hi-l  I  Ix-vii  at  iuge."  —  Cfutiduck't  Mt^m.  p.  'ifp*.  — 

'  'Mil-  Iii-/ht  IIou.  (  liarli'S  TownNhciitl,  hri>thi>r  of  th(> 
fc-ftT  M.ir'|ui«  rijwii«hi-ii>l,  uhiiM-  ^rr.it  lint  iTo-ntrn:  talt-nts 
)t««r^<'--n  vi-i-.i'iiratril  hv  llcr.iiv  W.ilpDlc  and  iinniortnliiL-4i 
t-z   Bu'k-.     Hvili  il  Srp.'j,  I7<;r.  — t'Ki.KLR. 

'  *  "Thi-  i«  an  itj«taiir<-."ai«  Sir  Jaiuc^  Markint<)*h  ohsrrrctl 
t'l  rar,  "«hu-h  pri>vi'>  that  Iho  tu«k  of  fliicid.Viiig  Doswrll 
Kxs  n-it  (j<->Mi  !iuili-rt.-ik>-n  luo  >fKiti."  Sir  Jaini-ii.  I.i<r(l 
Wril.  »l-y.  Mr.  f.'halir.irs.  and  I  dimlitnl,  nt  lirst.  whothor 
the  *"  euKH^nt  f'ttltUn  cliaracU'r  "  was  not  Mr.  Tox,  and  thi< 
frieiMl  of  J-ihns-)!!*.,  "  t*)n  naich  the  f-/itt"  of  thr  foriinT, 
Mr.  ]Siiiki>;  but  wr-  i\nsl\y  Aj;ri-iil  th.it  Mr.  Ilarkr  anl  Mr 
Urfiiulda  ncn-  iii«;uit ;  llic  dL»i(!n.itK-n  uf  cmnicnt 


i- 


not  stick  uniformly  to  a  party,  is  only  waiting 
to  be  bought.  Why  then,  said  I,  he  is  only 
waiting  to  be  what  that  gentleman  is  already. 
We  talked  of  the  king's  coming  to  see  Gold- 
smith's new  play  [She  Stoops  to  Conquer.]— 
**I  wish  he  would,**  said  Goldsmith:  adding, 
however,  with  an  affected  indifference,  "  Not 
that  it  would  do  me  the  least  good."  Johnson. 
"  Well,  then,  Sir,  let  us  say  it  would  do  him 
good  (laughing).  No,  Sir,  this  affectation  will 
not  piiss ;  —  it  is  mighty  idle.  In  such  a  state 
as  ours,  who  would  not  wish  to  please  the  chief 
magistrate?"  Goldsmith.  "1  dr>  wish  to 
please  him.     I  remember  a  line  in  Dryden, — 

•  And  every  poet  is  the  monarcirs  friend.' 

It  ought  to  be  reversed."  Johnson.  "Nay, 
there  are  finer  lines  in  Dryden  on  this  subject: — 

'  For  colleges  on  liounteous  Kinj]:s  depend. 
And  never  rebel  was  to  arts  a  friend.*** 

Ctcner:d  Paoli  observed,  that  successful  re- 
bels might.  Mabtinelli.  "  Happy  rebellious.*' 
(joldsmith.  "  We  have  no  such  phrase."  Ge- 
neral Paoli.  "  lint  have  you  not  the  thing*'' 
(iOLi>SMiTH.  "  Yes;  ail  our  happy  revolutions. 
Thev  have  hurt  our  constitution,  and  will  hurt 
it,  till  we  mend  it  by  another  happy  revolu- 
tion."—  I  never  before  discovered  that  my 
friend  Goldsmith  had  so  nmch  of  the  old  preju- 
diee  in  him. 

General  Paoli,  talking  of  G4)l<lsmlth's  new 
play,  said,  "  //  a  fait  un  compUvunt  trh-gra' 
cieiix  «  uiw  ceriaine  graiule  (lame;''  meaning  a 
duchess  of  the  first  rank.*  j 

1   expressed    a   doubt  whether   Goldsmith    | 
intended  it,  in  order  that  1  might  hear  the    i 
truth  from  himself     It,  perha|>s,  was  not  (juife 
fair  to  endeavour  to  bring  him  to  a  eonfession, 
ns  he  might  not  wi.«ih  to  avow  positively  his 
taking  part  against  the  Court.     lie  suiiled  and 
hesitated.     The  (ieneralat  once  relieved  hhn,    j 
by  this  beautiful  image  :  "  Monsieur  Goldsmith 
est  vomme  la  mvr^  tpii  jrttt.'  ties  ptrlcs  rf  Ifrnii- 
coitpfFaiitrcs hlhs  chosr,\\,stiiis s'tii uppirtieroir'' 
(lOLDSMiTH.  ^^'JVcs-hiru  tlity .'.'  fn  s-ilifrum/ufuf" 

A  person  was  niemicined,  wlio  it  was  said 
coidil  take  down  in  f«hort-hand  the  sj)eeches  in 


puhlir  characlt'r  \\ii>.  in  ITT-I.  moro  niipro|iT-!atp  to  Hiirkir 
thau  to  KoK.  Mr.  Tox.  too,  h.d  latrly  rhan);ril  hi>  jirtrty, 
wliilr  'lurl'.«' always  uia'nt.iui'-t!  v »•!■/»■«/.  I.'ifh  Aiii.>n>t,  1773), 
ni'.d  wa'.  ii;di<-d,'llii>  lir-t  Hh»,  iu  his  "  Thfiujihrs  on  the 
rri'SHiit  l)-.«i  iiuf<-iH-i."'  ni-ul\  avovid  and  adi(irai(><l  Uif 
priiinph'  oi  iiiMnl.-hlf  ji'Uuti  lui-  to  pnliiii-al  I'ltnuc-tiuii*, 
"l•utim^^"  a;*  ^[r.  Trior  sa\s.  "to  «ih-riri' thi*  hithcrtw  loin- 
iiion  ri'proaili  ajiplicil   to  iiui>t   pi.lilu-  i  har.ictt-rii  of  l»  iii); 

Crir/.v-itii«Ti."  —  l.ifci'J Kuril'.  \*i\.  i.  ji.  '£Vl.     This  «up|)r>^ltll■n 
fiuV  rorn-ri,  thi- fi/Arr  w:i.t  n<>  doulit  dir  Ji><ua  Uryiiuldii. 
—  Ckokvh. 

■•  Tht-l.^dy  wa«  Anne  I.uttroU,  si*t«T  of  I^onl  riirh-iniprnii. 
whl'>w  of  Mr  lloitim.who^fiiiarriat.'i'  with  the  Duki*  of  Cum. 
iM'rlnnd  had  recently  madi-  a  \'.tvai  ik.kc.  nn<l  wasin:irki><l  with 
tho  wvi-ri!  (h>approlianon  iil  the  kln({.  Thr  '•  coruriiMi-ui  " 
no  diiuht  wa«  llai-lhi^s'  uproch  tu  .MUa  Nfviili*.  in  the  m  ntnd 
art.  whm  In*  prop(l^f t  to  her  l«»  fly  "  t«i  France,  whrri-,  fym 
nni<in>;  sLi^fi. /Ai*  Ititrx  af  imirrinur  are  r.  ji/i<t/iv/. "  Tho 
ninlience  the  lir!>t  i)i;:lit  nppiiml  thin  to  IhoDuke  i>r  <'n;nlifr- 
I.uid.  who  h,tpprn<<<l  to  b«'  pref>  nt.  with  .1  hufHl  ot  :ipplau>e  : 
l)i:t  ihi'i.  though  it  could  not  h.in'  pUM«otl  the  kin);,  did  not 
pri'Vi-nt  his  ordering  the  piny  on  \is  tcntli  nij;ht.— Cbuklx. 
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paifliiiment  with  perfect  cxactnuas,  Joiikson. 
"  Sir,  il  i.<  impo-iailjle.  I  remembvjr  one  Angel* 
who  ciiiiie  to  mc'  lo  wiUe  for  htm  a  j»relWe  vr 
dedJcHticm  U>  a  bouk  upou  shait-lmml,  and  he 
rii'iifesscd  t<i  write  oa  fuat  as  a  insiii  could  spciik. 
in  order  lo  try  hiii),  I  tr>ok  down  »  book,  and 
r«ad  while  ho  wniti* ;  and  I  (dv<iured  him,  lor 
I  n-jul  moic  deliberately  than  usual.  1  hjul 
proceeded  but  a  very  liltlo  way,  when  he 
beg.^ed  I vwotdd  desist  for  he  coufd  not  ftilKiw 
me.  Heurltij;  now  for  the  first  time  of  this 
prel'uec  fjr  dedieiition,  I  said,  "WTiat  un  ex- 
pense. Sir,  do  )'ou  put  us  to  m  buying  books, 
to  which  yon  bave  writtf'n  prefuces  or  deilica- 
tions."'  'Johnson.  "AVhy^  I  have  dedicated 
to  l!>e  royal  family  all  round ;  Lhtit  is  to  i?uy,  to 
the  bst  genenilion  of  the  roytd  family/'  Gold- 
SMITH.  "  Ami  p«5r}uu>i>,  Sir,  not  one  sentence 
of  wit  in  ft  whole  dedication."  Jobikson.  **  Per- 
haps not.  Sir."  HoswEi.1,.  "Whut  then  is  the 
reason  for  u[)plying  to  a  particulur  person  to 
do  thut  wliich  any  one  may  do  as  well?*' 
JouNiiON.  '*  Why,  Sir,  one  miin  hud  greater 
readiness  iit  doing^  it  than  another." 

"I  spoke  ol'  ilr.  Harris*,  of  Salisbury,  as 
being  a  very  learned  man,  and  in  particular 
an  eniinent  Grecian.  Johnson.  *'  I  am  not 
sure  of  that.  His  frienda  give  him  out  as 
sueh,  but  I  know  not  who  of  his  friends  are 
iible  to  judcje  of  it/'  Golosmitu.  "  He  i» 
what  19  much  better:  he  is  a  worthy  humane 
man."  Jot? ?fSON.  **  Nay,  Sir,  thut  is  not  to  the 
purpose  of  our  argument :  that  will  as  much 
prove  that  he  can  play  up<jn  the  fiddle  as  well 
R»  Giardlni,  an  thut  he  is  an  eminent  Greeian." 
(ioLDSMTTU.  *'  The  greatest  musical  |K!rformer8 
hnve  but  small  emoluments.  Giar*iini,  I  am 
told,  does  not  ;get  above  seven  hundred  a  year." 
JousfiiON.  "That  is  indeed  but  little  for  a  man 
ti>  gQU  who  docs  best  that  whieh  so  many  en- 
deavour to  do.  There  is  nothing,  I  think,  in 
which  the  power  of  art  is  shown  sc»  much  aa  in 
playing  on  the  fiddle.  In  all  other  things  we 
can  do  something  at  first.  Any  man  will  forge 
a  bar  of  iron,  if  you  give  him  a  hammer;  not 
so  well  as  a  smith,  but  tolerably.  A  man  will 
saw  a  piece  of  wood,  and  make  a  box,  though 
a  chimsy  one;  but  give  him  a  fiddle  and  a 
fiddlestick,  and  he  can  do  nothing," 

On  Monday,  April  10,,  he  called  on  me  with 
Mrs.  Williams,  in  Mr.  Strahan's  coach,  and 
carried  me  out  to  dine  with  Mr.  Elphin.'jton,  at 
his  academy  at  Kensington.    A  printer  having 


'  Mr.  BoiwHI  drtM  not  fncludp  thii  d«dte«tloci  of  "  Angfft 
Sifmianiph^"  piiblUhe^l  lit  1754.  in  111*  lift  of  JohiMon'i 
cntn|ii<i«lttons t.'ituKiin. 


lltMII 

Ut.    It.inl,  ,   !   V. 
"  Hermcj,"  Mr* 

In  I' 


,ih,'r  ..f  111.'  fli»t    Eirl  f.r  liTilnirt- 


rnppcUblr  f»ubU«heri  for  itrtv 


acquired  a  fortune  sufRcicnt  to  kcon  his  coaeb, 
waa  a  fctod  topic  for  the  rn?dit  ol"  Utej'ature. 
Mrs.  Williams  said,  that  another  printer,  Mr. 
Ilamiltou  •,  had  not  waited  so  long  as  Mr.  Stra- 
han,  but  had  kept  his  coach  scleral  yK^nn 
Booner.  Jounsok.  **  He  was  in  the  right.  Life 
is  short.  The  soimcr  that  a  tuari  begins  to 
enjoy  l/is  wealth,  the  better." 

Mr.  Elphinston  talked  of  a  new  book  that 
was  much  admired,  and  naked  Dr.  Johnson  if 
be  had  rewd  it.  JousaoN.  "  1  ha%'e  b«ike<l  into 
it."  "  What,"  said  Klphtnatun,  **  have  you  n<tt 
read  it  through?"  Johnson,  ofll-ndcd  at  being 
diuB  pressed,  iuid  so  obliged  to  t»wn  his  cursory 
mode  of  readiJij*,  answered  tartly,  "  No,  Sir;  do 
you  read  bookii  tkrovgh  f " 

He  this  day  again  defended  duelling,  and 
put  his  argument  upon  what  I  have  ever 
thought  the  most  solid  basis;  that  if  public 
war  be  allowed  to  be  consistent  with  mordity, 
private  war  must  be  equally  ^o.  Indeed  we 
may  ol>serve  what  strained  ai-;i:umenta  are  u&ed 
to  reconcile  war  with  the  Christian  religion. 
But,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  e.xeeedinL'J'  ■  '"•"  tha.1 
duelling,  having  better  reasons  foi  u* 

violence,  is  more  justifiable  than  v  inch 

thoustinds  go  forth  without  any  cause  of  pw^ 
son  id  quarrel,  and  raussacxe  each  other. 

On  Wednesday,  April  21.,  I  dined  with  him 
at  Mr.  Tbrale^s.  A  gentleman  attacked  G^r- 
rick  for  being  vain.  Johnson.  "No  v 
Sir,  that  he  is  vain ;  a  man  who  U  pe:  j 
flattered  in  every  mode  that  can  be  eont  ejv»'»u 
So  many  bellows  have  blown  the  fire,  that  one 
wonders  he  is  not  by  this  time  bei'unio  a 
cinder/'  Boswel.1..  "And  such  bellows  tool 
Lord  Mansfield  with  hi.'*  cheeks  like  to  bunrlr 
Lord  Chatham  like  an  iEijlms.*  I  have  rvad 
such  notes  from  them  to  him,  as  were  enough 
to  turn  his  head."  Johnson.  ••*  True.  NVfacn 
he  whom  every  body  else  flatters,  Hatter?  m«v 
1  then  am  truly  happy."  Mrs.  J  u bale.  '*Tlw 
sentiment  is  in  Congrcve,  I  think."  JotiK!»oK. 
"  Yes,  Madam,  in  '  The  Way  of  the  World  i'— 

*'  If  there'*  delight  in  love,  'ti«  when  I  mw 
That  heari  which  others  biectl  for,  bkird  fnrmv** 

No,  Sir,  1  should  not  be  surprised  though  Gar- 
rick  chained  the  ocean  and  lashed  the  wii 
BoswELL,  "Should  it  not  Iw,  Sir,  lashed] 
ocean    and  chained  tlie  winds?"    Joi 
"  No,  Sir ;  recollect  the  ori^nol : — 


4  Lord  ChMhont  a4df«s«Nt  t<»  him.  wbO*  m  a  t| 

Mount  Edgvcumbe,  the  prvity  Un««  i  — 


Wbu,  rk'^k  lo  rural  peace,  ne'er  thout^ht  <tt  pncnf>  or  |^ 

—  Caul 
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*  Im  Corum  atqwe  Enrtnn  aolitus  utevire  flageilit 
BarbaruBt  jEoUo  nunquam  hoc  in  earcere  passos^ 
fytum  ixn/qtedihut  fta  tinxerat  Ennotigaum.^ '  " 

This  does  very  well,  when  both  the  winds 
and  the  sea  are  personified,  and  mentioned  by 
their  mythological  names,  as  in  Juvenal ;  but 
when  they  are  mentioned  in  plain  language, 
the  Implication  of  the  epithets  suggested  by 
me  is  the  most  obvious ;  and  accordingly  my 
friend  himself,  in  his  imitation  of  the  passage 
which  describes  Xerxes,  has — 

**  The  waves  be  lashes,  and  enchains  the  wind."' 

The  modes  of  living  in  different  countries, 
and  the  various  views  with  which  men  travel 
in  quest  of  new  scenes,  having  been  talked  of, 
a  learned  gentleman*  who  hold!s  a  considerable 
office  in  the  law,  expatiated  on  the  happiness 
of  a  savage  life ;  and  mentioned  an  instance  of 
an  officer  who  had  actually  lived  for  some  time 
in  the  wilds  of  America,  of  whom,  when  in  that 
state,  he  quoted  this  reflection  with  an  air  of 
admiration,  as  if  it  had  been  deeply  philoso- 
phical: **Here  am  I,  free  and  unrestrained, 
amidst  the  rude  magnificence  of  Nature,  with 
this  Indian  woman  by  my  side,  and  this  gun, 
with  which  I  can  procure  food  when  I  want  it : 
what  more  can  be  desired  for  human  happi- 
ness?" It  did  not  require  much  sagacity  to 
foresee  that  such  a  sentiment  would  not  be 
permitted  to  pass  without  due  animadversion. 
J OH3I80II.  **  Do  not  allow  yourself,  Sir,  to  be 
imposed  apon  by  such  gross  absurdity.  It  is 
saa  stuff;  it  is  brutish.  If  a  bull  could  speak, 
he  might  as  well  exclaim, — Here  am  I  with 
this  cow  and  this  grass ;  what  being  can  enjoy 
greater  felicity?" 

We  talked  of  the  melancholy  end  of  a  gen- 
tleman^ who  had  destroyed  himself.  John- 
soK.  "  It  was  owin^  to  imaginary  difficulties  in 
his  affairs,  which,  had  he  talked  of  with  any 
friend,  would  soon  have  vanished."  Boswell. 
"  Do  you  think.  Sir,  that  all  who  commit  sui- 
cide are  mad?"  Johnson.  "Sir,  they  are 
'  often  not  universally  disordered  in  their  in- 
*  tellects,  but  one  passion  presses  so  upon  them, 
that  they  yield  to  it,  and  commit  suicide,  as  a 
paMsinnatc  man  will  stab  another."  He  added, 
**  I  have  often  thought,  that  after  a  man  has 
t^en  the  resolution  to  kill  himself,  it  is  not 
courage  in  him  to  do  any  thing,  however  dcs- 


I  "  Th«>  proud  Barbarian,  whom  impatient  ire 
ChaxtiMrd  thr  winds  that  disobeyed  hi(  nr>d 
With  stripet.  ne'er  mffercd  from  the  JBoIian  God, 
Feiter'd  the  Shaker  of  the  sea  and  land."    Jur.  x.  182. 
Giffbrd.  —  Cruker. 

'  So  alio  Butler,  Hudibraa,  p.  il.  c.  L  t.  84.^. :  _ 

••  A  Persian  Emperor  trkipt  his  grannam, 
The  $ea,  hli  mother  Veoiia  came  on."  —  Malonb. 

s  1  presune  Mr..  aflRrwardi  Sir  W.  W.  Peprs.  a  Master 

Ln  rhancerr.  a  ftrtequciit  rliitor  at  Streatham,'but  between 

vbom  and  Johnton  there  was  not  much  f^ood  will.— Crokkr. 

4  The  fcmtiemnn  here  meant  was,  no  doubt.  Johnson's 

VCilliam  Fitsherbert,  Esq.,  Member  for  Derby,  who 

bit  own  existence  in  January,  1772.  —  Croker, 

itsft. 


perate,  because  he  has  nothing  to  fear."  Gold- 
smith. "  I  don't  see  that."  Johnson.  "  Nay, 
but-,  my  dear  Sir,  why  should  you  not  see  what 
every  one  else  sees?"  Goldsmith.  "It  is 
for  fear  of  something  that  he  has  resolved  to 
kill  himself:  and  wiU  not  that  timid  disposition 
restrun  him  ?  "  Johnson.  "  It  does  not  sig- 
nify that  the  fear  of  something  made  him 
resolve ;  it  is  upon  the  state  of  his  mind,  after 
the  resolution  is  taken,  that  I  ar^e.  Sup- 
pose a  man,  either  from  fear,  or  pride,  or  con- 
science, or  whatever  motive,  has  resolved  to 
kill  himself;  when  once  the  resolution  is  taken, 
he  has  nothing  to  fear.  He  may  then  go  and 
take  the  king  of  Prussia  by  the  nose,  at  the 
head  of  his  army.  He  cannot  fear  the  rack, 
who  is  resolved  to  kill  himself. '  When  Eustace 
Budgel  ^  was  walking  down  to  the  Thames,  de- 
termined to  drown  himself,  he  might,  if  he 
pleased,  without  any  apprehension  of  danger, 
have  turned  aside,  and  first  set  fire  to  St. 
James's  Palace." 

[JOHNSON  TO  GOLDSMITH. 

"  April  23.  1773. 

"  Sir,  —  I  beg  that  you  will  excuse  my  absence 
to  the  Club  ;   I  am  going  this  evening  to  Oxford.* 

••  1  have  another  favour  to  beg.  It  is  that  I 
may  be  considered  as  proposing  Mr.  Boswell  for  a 
candidate  of  our  society,  and  that  he  may  be  con- 
sidered as  regularly  nominated.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
most  humble  servant,  Sam.  Jounsox."] 

On  Tuesday,  April  27.,  Mr.  Beauclerk  and  I 
called  on  him  in  the  morning.  As  we  walked 
up  Johnson's  Court,  I  said,  "  I  have  a  venera- 
tion for  this  court ;"  and  was  glad  to  find  that 
lieauclerk  had  the  same  reverential  enthusiasm. 
We  found  him  alone.  We  talked  of  Mr.  An- 
drew Stuart's  elegant  and  plausible  Letters  to 
Lord  Mansfield  ^ :  a  copy  of  which  had  been 
sent  by  the  author  to  Dr.  Johnson.  Johxson. 
"  They  have  not  answered  the  end.  They  have 
not  been  talked  of;  I  have  never  heard  of 
them.  This  is  owing  to  their  not  being  sold. 
People  seldom  read  a  book  which  is  given  to 
them  ;  and  few  are  given.  The  way  to  spread 
a  work  is  to  sell  it  at  a  low  price.  No  man 
will  send  to  buy  a  Xh\i\^  that  costs  even  six- 
pence, without  an  intention  to  read  it."  Bos- 
WEix.  "  May  it  not  be  doubted,  Sir,  whether 
it  be  proper  to  publish  letters,  arraigning  the 


>  This  goes  far  beyond  Johnson's  original  thesis,  and  is 
undoubtedly  erroneous.  Suicide  Is  often  attempted  to  avoid 
an  ignominious  death,  and  would  be.  no  doubt,  still  more 
frequently  to  avoid  /or/«rf.  —  Crokbb. 

6  A  friend  and  relative  of  Addison's,  who  drowned  him- 
self [in  1737]  to  escape  a  prosecution  on  account  of  forging 
the  will  of  l)r.  Tindal,  in  which  Uudgel  had  provided  himself 
with  a  legacy  of  'iOOU/.     To  this  Pope  alludes  :  — 

"  I^t  Budgell  charge  low  Grub  Street  on  his  quill. 
And  write  »  hate'er  he  please  —  except  my  will  *' 

—  Crokik. 

7  Roswell  makes  no  mention  of  this  excursion,  which,  1 
suppose,  did  not  uke  place,  as  Hoswell  saw  him  in  London 
on  the  27th,  and  John»on  attended  Buswell's  election  at  the 
Club  on  the  30th.  —  Croker. 

"  On  the  Douglas  cause,  in  1773.  — Caouui. 
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ultimate  decision  of  an  important  cause  by  the 
supreme  judicature  of  the  nation  P  '*  John- 
soir.  '*  ^1  o,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  was  wrong  to 
publish  these  letters.  If  they  are  thought  to 
do  harm,  why  not  answer  them  ?  But  they 
will  do  no  harm.  If  Mr.  Douglas  be  indeed 
the  son  of  Lady  Jane,  he  cannot  be  hurt :  if  he 
be  not  her  son,  and  yet  has  the  great  estate  of 
the  family  of  Douglas,  he  may  well  submit  to 
have  a  pamphlet  against  hun  by  Andrew  Stuart. 
Sir,  I  thinK  such  a  publication  does  good,  as  it 
does  good  to  show  us  the  possibilities  of  human 
life.  And,  Sir,  you  will  not  say  that  the  Dou- 
glas cause  was  a  cause  of  easy  decision,  when 
it  divided  your  Court  as  nmch  as  it  could  do, 
to  be  determined  at  all.  "When  your  judges 
are  seven  and  seven,  the  casting  vote  of  the 
president  must  be  given  on  one  side  or  other ; 
no  matter,  for  my  argument,  on  which ;  one  or 
the  otlier  nnuit  be  taken;  as  when  I  am  to 
move,  there  is  no  matter  which  leg  I  moye 
first.  And  then,  Sir,  it  was  otherwise  deter- 
mined here.  No,  Sir,  a  more  dubious  deter- 
mination of  any  question  cannot  be  imagined  "* 
lie  said,  "  Goldsmith  should  not  be  for  ever 
attempting  to  shine  in  conversation:  he  has 
not  temper  for  it,  he  is  so  much  mortified  when 
he  fails.    Sir,  a  game  of  jokes  is  composed 

Eartly  of  skill,  partly  of  chance ;  a  man  may 
e  beat  at  times  by  one  who  has  not  the  tenth 
port  of  his  wit.  Now  Goldsmith's  putting 
himself  against  another,  is  like  a  man  laying  a 
hundred  to  one,  who  cannot  spore  the  hundred. 
It  is  not  worth  a  man's  while.  A  man  should 
not  lay  a  hundred  to  one,  unless  he  can  easily 
spare  it,  though  he  hiis  a  hundred  chances  for 
him :  he  can  get  but  a  guinea,  and  may  lose  a 
hundred.  Goldsmith  is  in  this  state.  When 
he  contends,  if  he  gets  the  better,  it  is  a  very 
little  addition  to  a  man  of  his  literary  repu- 
tation :  if  he  does  not  get  the  better,  he  is 
miserably  vexed." 

Johnson's  own  superlative  powers  of  wit  set 
him  above  any  risk  of  such  uneasiness.  Gar- 
rick  had  remarked  to  me  of  him,  a  few  days 
before,  "Rabelais  and  all  other  wits  are  nothing 
compared  with  him.  You  may  be  diverted  by 
them ;  but  Johnson  gives  you  a  forcible  hug, 
and  shakes  laughter  out  of  you,  whether  you 
will  or  no." 

Goldsmith,  however,  was  often  very  fortu- 
nate in  his  witty  contests,  even  when  he  entered 
the  lists  with  Johnson  himself.  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  was  in  company  with  them  one  day, 
when  Goldsmith  said,  that  he  thought  he  could 
write  a  good  fable,  mentioned  the  simplicity 
which  that  kind  of  composition  re(iuires,  and 
observed,  that  in  most  fables  the  animals  intro- 


•  1  rejrretted  that  Dr.  Johnson  never  took  the  trouble  to 
study  a  Question  which  intrretted  nations.  He  would  not 
even  reaa  a  pamplilet  which  1  wrote  upon  it.  entitled.  '*  The 
Ksscnce  uf  the  Douglas  Cause ; "  which,  I  have  reason  to 
flatter  myKelf,  had  considerable  effect  in  favour  or  Mr.  Dou- 

Slaa ;  of  whose  legitimate  Rliation  I  was  then,  and  am  still, 
rmly  conTinced.    Let  me  add,  that  no  (act  can  be  more 


duccd  seldom  talk  in  character.  "For  in- 
stance," said  he,  "  the  fable  of  the  little  fishes, 
who  saw  birds  fly  over  their  heads,  and,  envying 
them,  petitioned  Jupiter  to  be  changed  into 
birds.  The  skill,*'  continued  he,  "  consists  in 
making  them  talk  like  little  fishes."  While  he 
indulged  himself  in  this  fancifid  reverie,  he 
observed  Johnson  shaking  his  sides,  snd  laugh- 
ing. Upon  which  he  smartly  proceeded, 
"  Why,  Dr.  Johnson,  this  is  not  so  easy  as  you 
seem  to  think :  for  if  you  were  to  make  little 
fishes  talk,  they  would  talk  like  whales." 

Johnson,  though  remarkable  for  his  CTeat 
variety  of  composition,  never  exercised  his 
talents  in  fable,  except  we  allow  his  beautiful 
[iairy]  tale  [the  Fountains']  published  in  Mrs. 
Williams's  Miscellanies  to  be  of  that  species. 
I  have,  however,  found  among  his  manuscript 
collections  the  following  sketch  of  one : 

"  Glow-worm  •  lying  in  the  garden  saw  a  candle 
in  a  neighbouring  palace,  —  and  complained  ci  the 
littleness  of  its  own  light ;  —  another  observed  — 
wait  a  little ;  —  soon  dark,  —  have  outlasted  voAA 
[many]  of  these  glaring  lights,  which  are  only 
brighter  as  they  haste  to  nothing." 

On  Thursday,  April  29.,  I  dined  with  him 
at  General  Ogletnorpe's,  where  were  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Dr.  Gold- 
smith, and  Mr.  Thrale.  I  was  very  desirous 
to  get  Dr.  Johnson  absolutely  fixed  in  his 
resolution  to  go  with  me  to  the  Hebrides  thia 

Jrear;  and  I  told  him  that  I  had  received  a 
etter  from  Dr.  Robertson,  the  historian,  upon 
the  subject,  with  which  he  was  much  pleased, 
and  now  talked  in  such  a  manner  of  his  long 
intended  tour,  that  I  was  satisfied  he  meant  to 
fulfil  his  engagement. 

The  custom  of  eating  dogs  at  Otaheite  being 
mentioned.  Goldsmith  observed,  that  this  was 
also  a  custom  in  China;  that  a  dog-butcher  is 
as  conunon  there  as  any  other  butcher;  and 
that  when  he  walks  abroad  all  the  dogs  fall  on 
him.  JouKSON.  "That  is  not  owing  to  his 
killing  dogs,  Sir.  I  remember  a  butclier  at 
Lichfield,  whom  a  dog  that  was  in  the  house 
where  I  lived,  always  attacked.  It  is  the 
smell  of  carnage  which  provokes  this,  let  the 
animals  he  has  killed  be  what  they  may.** 
Goldsmith.  "  Yes,  there  is  a  general  abhor- 
rence in  animals  at  the  signs  ot  massacre.  If 
you  put  a  tub  full  of  blood  into  a  stable,  the 
horses  are  like  to  go  mad."  Johkson.  '*I 
doubt  that."  Goldsmith.  "Nay,  Sir,  it  is  a 
fact  well  authenticated."  Thrale.  "  You  had 
better  prove  it  before  you  put  it  into  your 
book  on  natural  history.  You  may  do  it  in  my 
stable  if  you  will."     Johksom.   "  Nay,  Sir,  1 


respeoUbly  ascertained,  than  by  the  iudgment  of  the  most 
august  tribunal  in  the  world  ;  a  Judgment  in  whirh  l.nrd 
Mansfield  and  Lord  Camden  united  in  17fi9,  and  from  which 
only  five  of  a  numerous  body  entered  a  protest.  —  Boswrll. 
^  It  has  already  been  obsenrcd  [ante,  p. 46.]  that  one  of  hii 
first  E»says  was  a  Latin  poem  on  a  Glow-worm  ;  hut  wbethet 
it  be  any  where  extant,  has  not  been  aaoertained.  —  IIalom 
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»«I»1  fi»»f  lmv<*  fiini  prove  iU    If  lie  la  content 

ition  frutu  <il!iL«r«,  he  may  get 

viih  little  trouble,  and  with- 

hjs  reputation-     But  if 

tor  Mt  ct^uijueLcnsivf  a 

Id  be  uf)  end  to  them; 

-  wtmld  lW'T\  fiUJ  upon 

.  -  ^!it   l)c   blumtMl   fur   not 

1%  made  experimitntA  ae  to  tivcry  pur- 

if  M^dlet  havinfT  been  infro- 
•Q   of  siliv^htingly  bv   Gold- 
'^  Why,   Sir,  'Mallet    had 
keep  his  llleniry  rvputation 
liw'D^  oj  he  himaelt'  Itvwl ;  and  tbat,  let 
TOU«  18  Q  good   deal/*     CfOLDSMiTn. 
t^ee   tbiU   it  was   ao.     His 
u  was  dead  lon^  before  hi* 
1  -I  L.      i  vonaidor  an  author  d  lit^fniry 
rc{l«UAtioti  Im  Ite  nlive  only  while  hi^  naiue  will 
•iK«  1  urioi'  for  his  copy  from  the  book- 
you  (to  Johiison)  &  hundred 
Uiiij,'  whatever  that  you  Hhall 
our  name  to  it." 
tn-'W  play,  "She  Stoops  to 
mentioned;  —  Johnson,  **  I 
ly  for  many  yauxA  that  haa 
ttt-Hl   an   audicuce,  that  has 
)  the  great  end  of  eomerly- — 
-..'  rnerry." 

J   ^J^id,  that  Garrick's  com- 
-•    "    +       *         '\  which  he  intmijuced 
«  hanees^"  which  he  hoil 
!i!3  yeiur,  was  mean  and 
-  JoKKsow,    *'  Why,    Sir,    I 
I  would  not  give  solemnly 
uifl,  a  character  beyond  what  I 
ii\y    true;    but  a  «peech  on   the 
kt  it  flatter  ever  so  extravagantly,  is 
mhr     U   low  always  been    foruiular   to 
I   queens;   ao  much  so,   that 
CN  !i-8*:?rvic«  we  have  *our  most 

Trii^>m*  Kin-,  u-'cd  indiscriminately,  who- 
ewr  If  kmg.  Nay,  they  even  flatter  thcm- 
vttlTvs; — *  w^'  ^'  '-^  ' '  •'■■  '"  loiously  pleased  to 
Kraut/     N<'  V,  however,  ii  so 

03  thuL  L  :,     hin  age-»  where  the 

WA»  ihuftc<i; — "  Prasnia  Dims  habe' 
AwituOuM,"*     Ami   fw    !*>    meanuf'ss"  — 
iiiUi  wanuth)  —  "how  h  it  mean   in 
lar'T,  —  n  shftTTiti^in,  —  n  ff?lb>\r  who  exhi- 
' < T  his  ipieeij  ? 
ais;  for  if  it 
!.?  <ii  I  jjrnck,  and  what 
A*  Sir  A\'ilUam  Temple 
. .  it  is  Dccegsary  not  only 
I  lied  in  a  masterly  mau- 
......  .^.,   .Liould  be  attended  with 


C«<ililituiih 


5uece«s.  Sir,  it  is  right,  at  n  time  when  the 
royal  family  b  not  generally  like«l,  to  let  it  be 
seen  that  tlie  people  like  at  leiuit  one  of  thcjn/* 
StE  Jostii  f  ,  ,  i.i>».  *' I  do  not  perceive 
why   the    j  i4'   a    niaver   should   be 

despised;  i^t  nn  great  and  ultimate  end  of 
all  the  employmentist  of  mankind  in  to  produoe 
amusement,  (iarrick  produces  more  aruuse- 
ment  than  any  ImxIv/'  Boisw^eli..  '•  You  say. 
Dr.  Johnaon,  that  Garrick  exhibits  himself  for 
a  shilling.  In  this  respect  he  is  only  on  a  foot- 
'tii>T  with  a  lawyer,  who  exhibits  himdelf  for  his 
fee,  and  even  will  riuiintain  any  nomenBc  or 
absurdity,  if  the  ea«e  re(|uire  it.  Garriek  re- 
fuses a  phiy  or  a  part  which  he  doea  not  like : 
a  lawyer  never  refuses."  Joussow.  ''  WTiy, 
Sir,  wliat  docs  this  prove?  oidy  lli:»t  a  lawyer 
is  worh(%  UoMvcll  13  now  like  Jack  in  *"  The 
Tale  of  a  Tub/  *  who,  when  he  is  puzzled  by 
an  argument,  hang^;  himself  He  thinka  I 
shidi  cut  him  down,  but  1  '11  let  him  huiiM;"^ 
(laughin;;  vociferously).  Sm  Josaux  Rxr- 
ttoLDn,  ''Mr. Boswell  thinks  that  the  profes- 
Bioti  of  a  lawyer  bein;?  uncpic!'tionaV>ly  honour- 
able, if  he  can  i*liow  the  prvtfesjBion  of  a  player 
to  be  more  honourable,  he  [troves  his  arj;u- 
ment/' 


•   tWi«  l«»*>  "  Sf.  iMif  «li«^i[  th(fij.'«  Uf 
tJtfyfir-  t\.wt  '^•t)  rtiiiif     An.l   til 
M«f  ^i«  tmrtUt,   *li.n    ■    r  lli-    ,  r 

tfcgfcinpiw  -  An  ' 


,  -  ..  D/Uu." 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

1773. 

Dinner  at  Deaucltirk''*.  —  BotwiU  ttUrtrd  of  tfu  Club, 
■ —  Gotthmith  »«  Ctimyutnjf^  ami  »»  his  Stutiy.  — 
Hit    HumuH   Jlittortf,  —  "  Toiking  jW     t'ictftrjf.'* 

—  Fiiqrim't  PriMirttt.  ^  M^^Httrnvnt*  in  St.  PnuTt. 

—  Pupt.  —  MilUtn.   —  "  The     Whde    Duty    of 

M«i»."  —  PuHM Lay    Patronaijt.  —  Tht    Brrad 

*JWe,  —  Saeape  Ltfv,  —  Stfuuninp  of  Srutta^  — 
Tittfrittiim.  —  Martyrdom.  —  Dttctrin*  of  ikt 
Trinity.  —  Gtn**rnmtnt  of  heUtnd.  —  Inwcatiifn 

of  Suint*.  —  "  GMyt'*  —  Lttrrnry  Prupcffy,  — . 
Siat*  f}f  NalHft,  —  Mah  Sitfcr$nttn.  —  fnjSuencM 

n/  the  Setitoni  on  ihc  Mind.  —  Pr^cfe*!  flfit  lo 

tftt  HebritieM. 

On  Friday,  April  30.,  1  dine<l  with  liiro  at 
Mr.  lleauderk***  where  were  Lord  Charleraont, 
Sir  Joshua  KeynoldM,  and  nomc  more  members 
of  the  LiTERART  Ci-UB,  whom  he  had  ohlitr- 
iiigly  invit    '  T 

to  be  bull 

into    that    *Jim  iii;;ui>iif't    ?(>("1l'i>,       tM^unr-Md   mku 

done  me  the  honour  to  proj»o»e  lup,  and  Beau- 
elcrk  '^^^  "-^  ""f-^-  '"  ''"-■■'  I'"-  •-•■< 

G.,1  -  JoltJMOS,  "  It 

u  aiii^     _  th  knows.    He 


..•iii..i,>i  ir. I  ;i.-:  (ik<i  HniT'i   iij^iTul  Uojwi-ii,  anu  itiit  «r.ij    all 
Juhriiui)  cared  lur.  ^—  LuifcllAlt. 
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•  'v      j:  %i::-  -jf  aiore 

.    ~  .  •.   <..-:.  >.--.     When 

...    •..-,-    i:s::r^ui?beil 

:•.  .      .'.r.ci-  v'nle  he  is 

.  -.      •.     ■  ^i.v    ^rrti'.il'viiijT  to 

.   -^.-    ..    •.:..-. u».;>a_vs  of  Ijim- 

•.    ^t  1  "  z>ii9  tho  better 

-     .    .-.       i.^..iii:ii^.  that  he  is 

:>  <:i':v.  .imi  can  write 

*  :•.■'.  -w  couios  into  com- 

.    ..  .v^-;,    ui'i   unable   to   talk. 

'.■.,».>•  L'nivellor'  is  a  very 

...       .   i:!ii  so  \i  Lis  '  Deserted 

•^'luciinios  UMn  much  the 

-»...!•       Whether,  indeed,  we 

^M.      a-i  a  comic  writer, — or 

.,».    ■•.    -i;i:r^y  in  the  first  class." 

>,!j'.i'. !     My  dear  Sir,  you 

•liiii   '.MS  compilation  of  the 

^-  : .   *:i  I  'i;o  wt»rks  of  other  his- 

-   ^v  Johnson.  "Why,  who 

I'oswtu..  *' Hume,  —  llo- 

.   .*.    '  \'u'i:on."     Johnson    (his 

»     t:i'  N.oivh  bejjinning  to  rise). 

»j..  '.l:!no;  but,  doubtless,  Gohl- 

s..    »    >    -ccuT  than  the  verbiage  of 

i    -.  to    ropi»ery   of   Dnlrymple.** 

'\  ;".    vou   m>i   admit   the  supe- 

i  .viNon,   in  whose   Ilist<iry'  we 

V  IV     -4   oM,  such  painting?"    Joijn- 

.  >i  ..  ■«•.:#:  cv>nsider  how  that  jK'ue- 

^.    t.i    vaiitilnj:  Sire  employe<l.     It  is 

..    »    >  imuiiination.     He  who  dc- 

..    »c  :!j»cr  >;iw,  draws  from  fancy. 

.;    .:t  utiuds  as  Sir  Joshua  paints 

1  V.-.'.  \  -i'uvc  :  he  imagines  an  heroic 

.V-.     \.ni  must  l<x>k  upon  Robert - 

X    i.x   t\»mancc,  ami   try  it   by  that 

11  .*u'i  V  it  i:«  not.     Besides,  Sir,  it 

,    .x.vtlcnce  of  a  writer  to  put  into 

,>  'V'.'.Ax  as  liis  book  will  hold.    (Jold- 

•.♦iu'   this   iu    his    History.     Now 

hi  have  i>ut  twice  as  nmch  into 

U^'lvri.-ion  is  like  a  man  who  has 

-.i'.  i:i  »iH»l:  the  wool  takes  ui)  more 


i,..i  .>c  s;old.  No,  Sir;  I  always  thought 
f«'.i  wo:dd  Ih'  crushed  l>y  his  own  weight. 


,.u   X'  I'uricd  under  his  own  ornaments. 

„.?  \  v/.l*  .^ou  shortly  all  you  want  to 

^.*N*t  ;m»»  iletains  you  a  great  ileal  too 

\,«  v^M'-^  ^ill  ivad  KolH^rtson's  cundirons 

ft  «sNV5'.d  time;  but  Goldsmith's  jjlain 


ttiK~^«vV<  \"!' *•  li'«  V .  and  (tnlil<ti)kh'«  Itomaii  lIi<tory 
■••       ^      li««»m'ir»    rriciiiNhin  for  Iwth  .Tohngon 


,-J  K.^--!'-'^-  ': 


••.•IV  v»ri'ly  p«»rploxiHl  —  hilt  iliorf  «i««»nis  no 


I  sv.  ,♦-■■  ^H  •*  •''■''  *  *'*  '^''^^  ""''  decutai  iipintiin'  of 
^''^L  ^ifcv.s' •*■''»•  *■'*   ^''T  '"*'-  '"*•  ""  '"^'Tv  jMTanitiii. 

,     p-*^'"'  __  ^  ^^ .t«wiiiuims  t-cin«istiMiry —  ('Mdkiu. 

,H-.'w««»  '•      •    ^^^.f.  „  ,<^.  iH'rIi.-ifh.  lie  inixitl  with  tkrn$! 

•'*^  '  ,>r:,/.  rfi-  Art.  Amami.  i.  iil.  v.  MH.  —  C, 

'  ^  ^  !•.*♦.»•  ."*  V.*«»i».  I'h-trluT  ami  Tnwnlcy.  <'Xwi!tiHl 

1  *  ,',  'i  I,  •».•  '«»!  th«"  ri'lii-llitiii  <il  J74;\  wiTi»  jil.iriii 
,  ^i»-^"»»  ^j^  ,'.r.|..i  «bi»  hiM.U  «if  lh«  r.'»»»l«  of  1715 
:  ,»rt  V. ««♦«'  •  '  „  _i,pihvr  other*  were  .iltfrwunU  adili'il.  I 
1      ..^!W»««SV  .*.»*•• 


»  I.'  •   .. 


;v,    .l,>hi'ton*K  sniiptHcti  ivililK'al  |>rinci|>li>4. 


narrative  will  please  again  and  again.  I  would 
sav  to  Robertson  what  an  old  tutor  of  a  college 
said  to  one  of  his  jmpils :  *  Read  over  your 
compositions,  and  wherever  you  moot  with  a 
passage  which  you  think  is  particularly  fine, 
,  strike  it  out.'  Goldsmith's  abridgement  is 
better  than  that  of  Lucius  Florus  or  Kutro- 
pius ;  an<i  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  if  you 
j;ompare  him  with  Vertot,  in  the  same  places 
of  the  Roman  History,  you  will  find  that  he 
excels  Vertot.  Sir,  he  has  the  art  of  compil- 
ing, and  of  saying  every  thing  he  has  to  say 
in  a  pleasing  manner.  He  is  now  writing  a 
Natural  History,  and  will  make  it  as  enter- 
taining as  a  Persian  tale.'* 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  present  tonic  without 
observing,  that  it  is  probable  that  I)r.  Johnson, 
who  owned  that  he  often  "  taRced  fiir  victory," 
rather  urged  plausible  objections  to  Dr.  Robert- 
son's excellent  historical  works,  in  the  ardour 
of  contest,  than  expressed  his  real  and  decided 
opinion ;  for  it  is  not  easy  to  suppose,  that  he 
should  so  widely  differ  from  the  i*e8t  of  the 
literary  world.^ 

Johnson.    "I  remember  once  beinff  with 
Goldsmith  in  Westminster  Abliey.     AVhilc  we 
surveyed  the  Poets'  Corner,  I  said  to  him, 
•  Forsitan  et  nostrum  nomen  miscebitur  istis.** 

When  we  got  to  Temple  Rar  he  stopped  me, 
pointed  to  the  heads ^  upon  it,  and  slily  whis- 
pered me, 

*  Forsitan  it  nostrum  nomen  miscrhitur  iSTis.'  ** ' 

Johnson  praised  John  Bunyan  highly.  "His 
*  Pilgrim's  Progress'  has  great  merit,  lx>tb  for 
invention,  imagination,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
story :  and  it  has  had  the  best  evidence  of  its 
merit,  the  general  and  continue<l  approbation 
of  mankind.  Few  books,  I  believe,  hnve  had 
a  nuire  extensive  sale.  It  is  remaikable,  that 
it  begins  very  nmch  like  the  jioem  of  Dante ; 
vet  there  was  no  translation  of  Dante  when 
liunyan  wrote.  There  is  reason  to  think  that 
he  had  read  Spenser." 

A  pro]K)sition  which  had  been  agitated,  that 
monuments  to  eminent  persons  sliould,  for  the 
time  to  come,  be  erected  in  St.  Paul's  church, 
as  well  as  in  Westminster  Abbey,  was  men- 
tioned ;  and  it  was  asked,  who  should  be  ho- 
noured by  having  his  monument  first  ereetet 
tln?re.  Somebody  suggested  Pojk*.  Johnson 
"  Why,  Sir,  as  Pojx.'  was  a  Roman  Catholic, '. 
won  hi  not  have  his  to  be  first.  1  think  Milton* 
ratlKT  should  have  the  prece<lence.*     I  thin" 

and  p<Thapt  his  own.  —  Roswrll.  Goldsmith  wm  certain 
not  a  Jacobite,  though  he  wiik  h  Torjf.  In  a  letter  to  Lan 
ton  (Sept.  7.  1771)  he  nayk  of  some  critiriftmt  on  hl«  Hifto 
of  Fnfjt.nid:  "  Howerer,  they  tec  me  down  as  an  arra 
Tury,  and  con<i>(|iiently  nn  honest  man."— Prior's  Ltfir, 
3.VI.  — Cbokeb.  IMrt. 

<■  Here  is  iinuthcr  instance  of  his  hiph  admiration 
Milton  as  a  |Miet.nntwith«tandinir  his  Just  abhorrence  oni 
sour  re|iuh1iran*s  political  (irint  iples.  His  candour  and  d 
rriniinutlon  are  et|u.all7  conspicuous.  I..ct  u*  hear  no  mi 
••r  his  •'  injustice  to  Milton."  —  Rosuell.  A  monument 
Miltiin  in  St.  l'aul*s  Cathi><irnl  would,  as  I>r.  Hall  obsen 
Im-  tlie  more  appropriate  from  his  having  rectfived  his  e. 
ctluciitiuu  iu  the  adjoining  school Cbokei. 
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Cif^re  Iti^y^  of  htm  now  than  I  did  at  twenty. 
There  h  more  thmkiDg  m  him  and  in  Butler, 
timn  in  uny  of  our  poeta." 

Some  of  the  compiiny  expressed  a  wonder 
wbj  the  author  of  so  excellent  a  book  as  "  The 
Whole  Dutj  of  Miui^'  ithould  eonceal  hiaifielf.^ 
JoawaoH.  **  There  may  be  ditrereiit  ruiisona 
aiei^ied  for  thia,  any  one  of  which  would  be 
verjf  sufficient.  He  may  have  been  a  clergy^ 
iium»  aad  may  have  thought  that  his  religious 
counseLi  would  have  less  weight  when  known 
to  come  from  a  man  whose  profession  was 
theology,  lie  m&y  have  been  a  man  whfise 
pTwrtiee  was  not  suitable  to  his  principles,  so 
that  hlft  charflcier  mig^hi  iojure  the  elTect  of 
hii  book,  which  he  bad  written  in  a  season  of 
penit^aea.  Or  he  may  have  boon  a  mnu  of 
rigid  Bielf* denial,  ao  that  be  would  have  no  re- 
ward for  bis}  piouj^  laboured  while  m  this  world, 
bnt  refer  it  ail  to  a  future  atate." 

Tke  geotlemea  went  awuy  to  tbelr  elub«  and 
I  waj  let^  at  Ueauclerk^a  till  the  tkte  oJ'  toy 
•lection  should  be  announced  to  me.     I  »ai  in 
m  state  of  anxiety  whteh  even  tbe  eharming 
conirenation  of  Lady  Di  Beauderfc  coulil  not 
entirely  ilisAipate.     In  a  ahort  time  1  received 
the  ajgreeaWe  intelligence  that  I  was  chosun. 
I  Imstened  to  the  place  of  meeting,  and  was 
introduced  to  snvh  a  society  as  can  seldom  be 
found.     Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  whom  1  then  »aw 
for  the  first  time,  and  whoi^ie  gpleudid  talents 
bad  long  made  nn?  ardently  wish  for  his  ac- 
quaintance;  Dr.  Nugent,    Mr,  Garrick,   Dr, 
Goldsmith,  Mr,  (afterwards  Sir  Wdliatn)  Jones, 
and   the   company  wkh  whom   I  bad  dined. 
Upon   my  eotranee,  Juhnnon  phiced  himaelf 
behind  a  cbair,  on  which  be  leaned  as  on  a 
di»k  or  pulpit,  and  with  humorous  formality 
fate  me  a  charge^  jjoiutin;^  out  the  eimduct 
expected  from  me  as  a  good  luember  of  thiit 

Goklsniitb  "produced  some  very  absurd  veraei 
wlijch  had  been  publicly  recited  to  an  audienee 
Siif  OKUiey.    JooHEON.  *'  1  can  match  this  nou- 

'  h  »  maBiQirrtTit  In  thp  ltfH|IH»Ti  Ubfary  iwrtirnl  r!r- 
WililMiHl  ^«  fetilAl,  whkrh  ttroDiily  Indl'iLie  luo  Lo  twlieTC 
Apt  SNr-  Atceplc^  Frt'iien,  iVri:hbi»bop  of  York,  wai  the 
mar  dr  IhU  «ftrb.  —  M«LnKv, 

9m.  oa  liie  vul^*^^  of  the  luthar  of  this  celcbratrd  and 
moM^wt  worfc,  Gfnt  Mag,  xi}].xxif.  v  2^,.  Hue]  BmlUnl^ 
Wfmwfi  qf  t  evr*^4  f.adttt,  p.  300.  Tbi?  hit^  «ec«ntric  but 
twnei  Df .  fUrrrtt,  o(  Ynnitv  ColieEf.  DuliUn,  behprrd,  I 
bfen  not  rail  whut  ^rUttnf ,  th*t  Ur,  Ch^tM-l,  furuierlj  pro- 
t^  rtf  ihav  c^U»^^#,  waj  Ihfr  auEhuT.  —  ClioMM. 

*  Dt,  ji>lin*oTi'#  inennjrjr  h^rp  w*a  not  ptrf^ftlj  icrurmtet 
"  Ewwiiio  '*  dopi  xun  (ytiK'IkVlf!  thu».  Thcrf  lire  i^lght  tAoro 
Km  Jdltfr  Hnf  i**l  at  lh.o«<  quoted  by  him  ;,  and  thv  puug« 
to  rcdte  It  u  It^lLlow*: — ' 


Sif  f*o»»  jf  flutterlns,  pnor  A«iumtng  ^kcj, 
Ht^J'fc  rull  orprhf«,  or  rolly,  or  — jourt^lvn  ^ 
S4f,  whvre'^i  ihe  wJrtili  kdaii  jour  impiniU  Ctliir 
Wlim  4WM  Eonrroni  tii«  cbwKct«r  tQ  vlaH  ? 
BdMid  Eufeiiio.  &.Q.  &c. 

r  Mft^  Lntoraiv  mr  that  the  author  r>r  Eu^enlA,  TIioidu 
»  mintr-irirrri^jurit  4|  W«<ibAm  IQ  tTtnbiglitblre,  Ltnto 
m^  Hm  puMliLitlon,  T)t.  M4J  it  I'nX  cut  bu  iivh  OiroAt  ; 
Mri  «hM  k  Appevi  br  Swtlt't  wur^t.  thst  tbe  piivta  hut  brm 
iteVH  lA  IliiBi,  Jnd  recelrnli  •ook' of  hlicairfciiuini.  John- 
p«  iAi  fwl  **  Eii«mU» "  (HI  hH  SttH  tmniuft  In  igmn,  for  we 
Ifi  ov  o/  hit  l»ttFr$  ta  Itr-  C4Vii>,  wblcb  faju 
thli  work.  ^  Hoi WitiU..     One  vobderi  it 


senie.  There  was  a  poem  called  *Eugenio,* 
which  came  out  lome  years  ago,  and  tjionciudef 
thus  r  — 

*  And  nav,  ye  trifling,  self^assuming  elves, 
Brimful  of  pride,  uf  nothing,  of  yoursvhes. 
Survey  Eugenio,  Ttew  him  o'er  and  o'er, 
Then  sink  into  jourselT^  and  be  no  more/* 

Naj^,  Bryden,  in  his  fM>em  on  the  Boy&l 
Society*,  has  these  lines :  — 

*  Thtn  we  upon  our  globe V  last  verge  shall  go, 
And  see  the  ocejui  leanirig  on  this  nky  ; 
From  thi.'iic£:  our  rolling  neighbour!  wi»  «ball  know^ 
And  on  the  lunar  wtirld  i&ecurely  pry.'  *' 

Talking  of  puns,  Johnson,  who  had  a  great 
contempt  for  that  species  of  wit,  deigned  to 
allow  that  there  was  one  good  pun  in  ^  Mena^ 
gtana,"  I  think  on  the  word  corps.* 

Much  pleasunt  conversation  passed,  which 
Johnson  relished  with  great  good  humour. 
But  bia  eonversiition  alone,  or  what  led  to  it, 
or  was  interwoven  with  it,  is  the  business  of 
this  work. 

On  Saturday,  ;May  1 .,  we  dinetl  by  ourselvet 
at  our  old  rendeivouis,  the  Mitre  tavern.  He 
was  placid,  but  not  much  disjiosed  to  talk.  He 
observed,  that  "  the  Irish  mjx  better  with  the 
English  than  the  Scotch  do  ;  their  innguiige  ia 
nuarcT  to  English^  as  a  proof  of  which,  tbey 
succeefl  very  well  as  players,  which  Scotch- 
men do  not.  Then,  Sir,  they  have  not  that 
extreme  nationality  which  we  find  in  the 
Scotch.  I  will  do  you,  Baawell,  the  justice  to 
say,  that  you  are  the  most  umtottified  of  your 
countrymen.  You  are  almost  the  only  in- 
Btance  of"  a  Scotchman  that  I  have  known,  who 
did  not  at  every  other  sentence  bring  in  some 
other  Scotchman."  * 

We  drank  tea  with  Mra.  Williams.  I  intro- 
duced a  question  which  hits,  been  much  ngi fated 
in  the  church  of  Scotland,  whether  the  ehiim 
of  lay-natrons  to  present  minifitera  to  parishea 
be  well  founded ;  and  supposing  it  to  be  well 


tlir  fifltlrnre  and  irood  hAtiirr  vltli  whteti  Svlft  read  and 
corrwtpfl  ttiti  *tti.r''tl  titwtii.  —  dtoKEH 

'*  Tlieri"  11  nc  *uch  fiucin  ; — ^thr  liaei  btp  Mrf.  vftn  alltK 
»9f)ti  to  th«>  Rnjal  !|iuclrl>',  ill  Ui«  Annut  Mifabiiit,  lUUM 
|,^.-.-Citoii:tH 

<  1  loimviXy  thought  that  I  hjid  ftcrbifu  n^ktAkpii  ttie 
morri,  *iiil  iifiiijtlnptl  It  to  be^  trcriti,  fri>m  Iti  tiinHlnTitj  of 
miiMd  lothn  ri'al  uoc.  For  va  H(rtir*t«'  and  »hrHr*il  unliiiDiirn 
Ki-ntlmtifm.  In  wbom  I  aJiti  kiidt^btrti  for  »obv  n-iuArk*  on 
my  ^prlii,  i:>bierre<»  on  Uiii  iiju»ii^« :  _  "  (j.  If  not  oa  the 
'matA.fartF  A  tiwHierniJi  Fr^rjfh  ^ire^ichfr  Hiiiit  oF  Bour- 
diliijiip, '  [J  pr ti-hr /of f  frffii^  t*(  tii*>l  tutnjorl,' —  ASfnagtoite^ 
iirc  hJjo  /fwrfAtrrj  Lttsiniir''it  irt.  nuHiriUlinic"  Jiut  my 
)n|FerilDti»  and  otilipiiing  rorrL'^pr<ndi-nt.  3i(r.  Atiercrunttflr-M 
Pliil^^Wtphlilpbnt  putiiliKl  out  to  me  Ihr  rylii^iikiif  fi«f«i#«  ; 
M'JiLrh  rcrkdcm  th<?  prectnlinit  ronjccturtr  kiDoeceii^ry,  fcud 
contVrm*  ttj'  {rri([jt]«l  ftntfiiitntt :  -^ 

"'  MiiUiimi,''  civ  Bourtlu'iinf^  tlkantAnrMe  At  Rrmlretntitiit, 
voitnit  d'unlf^iMJri!'  un  thf'CEhiirf  picia  4#  fm  H  d'li^iirlfc,  p,|«li 
hirt  (rt'u  «olidi*^cl  lr^i.4rr«ftiUi<r.  Vmr  Jle  in  Amtri,  i^ul  j 
i>rtM<i»li  iDten&t  |)our  J'orBlrur.  lut  dil  #n  MoriBiht, '  |^h  hlen, 
StrnlAirxv  oijf?  ru-iii  i«n:ib<l«-t  it  d«  cfl  fjU(»  TOUl  renf*  d>ft- 
tpiulrt?  (^u'll  y  a  dworlt"/ '  —  ^  Jl  y  ■  t»bt.*  r^pomiil 
SlaJumt?  de  Bourdootie,  qkw  je  d*y  m\  pu  fu  lie  carpi.''" 
Mrniiimma.  turn*  \\.  p.  f4.  —  Sot nr ill. 

s  Da£«Fll  rHPorpiifi  \hu  ti*f  ncjt  Lt»ed  to  r«]lr  him  im  hti 
DMiioriAtky,  iiiidtb(rT«»r?ftbHnd.»[)i  bT*(Ai><«Aln  tW*  Ti>lumei 
%tt  hlKiw  ibiU  bs  wu  mit(;xctD])t  (roiii  Ui  at  «iii  table  prrjudipe. 

—  C«0|LKII. 
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foundefl  wlietlier  it  ou^Ut  to  be  Gxerciued 
without  the  eo«L'urrenc«  of  the  people?  That 
church  is  comi>t)»ed  of  a  series  of  judicoturea  : 
a  presbytery,  Ji  aynotl,  and  Jinnlhs  a  gt^neral 
SKswubly;  before  nil  of  which  thta  matter  may 
be  fniitenflt'd  :  ami  in  ftynic  oases  the  presby- 
U'vy  having  refused  to  induct  or  settle^  ns  they 
cull  it,  the  person  presented  by  the  patron,  it 
hits  been  found  necessiiry  t^)  appeaJ  to  the 
General  Assembly,  lie  siiid,  I  might  see  the 
subject  well  treated  in  the  **  Defeuee  of  Tlu- 
ralities;"  and  althoiii^'h  be  thought  that  a 
patj-on  should  exercise  his  right  with  tender- 
TiCf^s  to  the  tnclinntions  of  the  people  of  a 
pariah,  he  was  very  clear  as  to  bis  right, 
riien,  Ntipposing  tJie  question  to  be  pleaded 
before  the  General  Assembly,  he  dictated  to 
rae  what  follows. '     [See  Appendix.] 

Thoutfh  I  present  to  my  readers  Dr.  Jobn- 
f«ou's  maaterly  thought*  on  the  subjectn,  I  think 
it  proper  to  declare,  that  iu>twithfftand)ng  lam 
rayseli"  a  lay  patron,  I  do  not  entirely  subscribe 
to  his  iipinimi. 

On  l<  ridny.  May  7.,  I  breakfasted  with  him 
at  Mr,  ThraleV  in  the  Bfirough.  While  we 
were  alone,  1  endeavoured  as  wl41  as  I  could 
to  npoloH;i*e  for  a  lady"^  who  had  been  divorced 
from  her  hui^band  by  act  of  parliuuient.  Isuid 
that  he  hu'l  used  lier  very  ill,  had  behaved 
brutally  to  her,  and  that  she  could  not  con- 
tinue to  live  with  him  without  havinjcf  her 
delicacy  contaminated  ;  that  all  affection  for 
btui  wiis  thus  destroyed  ;  tliat  the  essence  of 
conjugal  union  being  gone,  there  remained 
only  a  cold  Jbrm,  a  mere  civil  obligation ;  that 
nhe  WHS  in  the  prime  of  life,  with  qualities  to 
produce  happiness;  that  thei*e  ourrht  not  to  be 
lost ;  and,  that  tJie  gentleman  on  whose  account 
phe  wJis  divorced  had  gained  her  heart  while 
thus  unhapjiily  situated.  Seduced,  perhaps, 
by  the  charin»  of  tbe  lady  in  questionH^  I  thus 
attempted  to  palliate  what  I  waa  sensible  could 
not  he  justifie<l;  for  when  I  had  finished  my 
Imrttnguc,  tny  venerable  friend  gave  me  a 
proper  check: — "My  dear  Sir,  never  accus- 
tom your  mind  to  min^^le  virtue  and  vice.  The 
wmnan'i  a ,  and  there*s  an  end  on't."  ^ 

He  described  the  father*  of  one  of  his  friends 
Uius  :  —  "  Sir,  he  was  so  exuberant  a  talker  at 
public  meetings,  that  the  gentlemen  of   his 

*  TliU  <|tje*tiafl  h«*  lw«i  ttlll  iBoro  M*ritm»lj'  debated  lo 
mir  own  iliy,.  and  ii  noi  h  itll,  1  (cutt  Mllilmiorkly  •eUleU-.— 

t  S*t  >li>iihr  T..v1r  I^liian    Sp«*nc*>r,   iJiujThtrT  n(   ChnrW 

Diik<»   f.f   X                        l»>rn   In    171!  ii    Uft7  ro 

Vjsrounii  I                           Hiti  whofu  .h  »  »m  176M, 

uml  irtrri                            -   nftf-r  Mr    '( -  rk.     All 

thflt  ■  '■■  -   •'■■  •■-  '-  '  -   '- 

•oci    ■  

lltT  i    riiiii  ge.-iUlii< 


county  were  afraid  of  hira.  No  busiucas  could 
be  done  for  Ids  declaioation/' 

He  did  not  jfivc  me  full  credit  when  I  men- 
tioned that  I  had  carried  on  a  short  eonvcrntfUion 
by  Bigns  with  some  Esquimaux,  who  were  then 
in  London,  particularly  with  one  of  them,  who 
vrm  a  priest.  He  tJiought  I  could  nor  make 
them  understand  me.  No  nuin  was  more  in- 
credulous as  U)  particular  facts  which  were  m 
all  extraordinary;  and  iberel'ore  no  mnu  was 
more  scrupulously  int^uisitive,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover the  truth, 

I  dined  with  him  this  day  at  the  house  of  my 
friends.  Messieurs  Edward  and  Charles  Dilly, 
booksellers  in  the  Poultry  :  there  wm-  T»rc>enl, 
their  elder  brother  Mr,  iDiily  of  1  li*^ 

Dr.  Goldj^mith,  Mr.  Langton,   ^^.  u*, 

Kev.  Dr.  Mayo,  a  diHseiitiu^  miniiii^'f,  the  1U»T, 
Mr.  Toplady^  and  my  friend  the  Kev*  Air, 
TempkV 

Hawkesworth's  eompilatton  of  the  Yovages 
to  the  South  Sea  being  nientione*! ;  —  »/oii»- 
80!^.  "Sir,  if  you  talk  uf  it  as  a  sidij»?rt  of 
commerce,  it  wdl  Iw  g^ainful;  if  as  a  book  that 
is  to  ixicrease  humnn  knowle«.l*.'e,  1  belicre 
there  will  not  be  much  of  that.  Uuwke«worth 
can  tell  only  what  the  voyacers  have  told  him  ; 
and  they  have  found  very  little,  otdy  one  utKw 
animal,  I  think."  Hoswkll.  "  But  luauy  in- 
sects. Sir,'*  JomssoN.  "  Why  Sir,  as  lo  imM^cts, 
Ray  reckons  of  British  insecia  twenty  thousand 
species.  They  might  have  staid  at  home  and 
discovered  enouijh  in  that  way.'* 

Talking  of  birds,  I  mentioned  Mr,  DAines 
Barrington^B  ingenious  Essay  against  Ujc  fv- 
ceived  notion  of  their  mig;ratiou.  Jom5»0!t. 
"  1  think  wc  have  as  good  evidence 
migration  of  woodcocks  as  van  be  d< 
We  find  they  disappear  at  a  certain  «in 
year,  and  appear  again  at  a  certj» 
year ;  and  some  of  them,  when  is  t 

lljght,  have  been  known  to  alieht  on  ti>e 
ging  of  ships  far  out  at  sea."    One  of  tbe 
pany  observed,  that  there  had  been 
of  some  of  tbem  found  in  summer  in 
JoHKsoK.  "  Sir,  that  strengthens  our  argi 
ExcepHo  probat  regultim.     Some  being 
shows  that^  if  all  remainefi,  many  i 
found.      A   few   sick  or   lame  ones   may 
found."     Goldsmith.  "  lliere  is  a  partial^ 

rt^alirpd  no  *i\»weT  wbifh  I  »lll  not  renturw  to  *r|l»  i 
SoinrlbtnfF.  no  dcuilit,  nquivaletit  to  what  BuaveU 
(be  f»xf .  —  Crokik, 

*  Old  Mr.  Ldnjrton.  — CcroRrft. 

»  1  wippnac!  John  CUuton,  li«i.  F-A  S,.  author  of  b| 
In  the  ArckjTti/ogia^  —  riifHt«it. 

«  A,  M.  TfM'ltilv,  Vlmr  of   llr*v»d  Hfrnhnrv.  In 
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gration  of  the   gwaJlows;  the  stronger  ones 
jniin^tc,  the  Liiher*  iJo  not/* 

lioiiWKij..  "  I  ant  well  nasure*!  that  the 
people  of  ()tuhelt««  vho  have  the  breatl  tjvc, 
t>.  i"    whidi    serves  them    for    brcml. 

Is  itily  when  tbtjy  wcni  inibrmt'd  of 

iiu*  u-uKMi>  iry  with  us  to  huvt.* 

hnaii;  plon  irruwinjr^  rcupiiig, 

lj^p.,j.  ..,,  JouNS*»i«.  *' \Vh\\ 

^  11  laugh  when  they 

mji.    --         _.^is  of  riviiisetl  lifo. 

W«n»  you  «o  Tell  men  who  live  without  house*, 

liiiM  wo  T>'''?  hrirk  Upon  brick,  and  ri*fl<pr  upon 

r"  "mi  after  a  hotrse  is  reused  to  a  otT- 

t:  ;i  riiiLti  tvimblt^i^  o£r  a  scai3bld»  and 

\iiii  ne<'k  ;   he  would  laugh  heartily  nt 

! !  V  in  hujldiug  ;   hut  it  does  not  follow 

!•  t»et tor  without  houdcs.     No,  Sir^ 

I   a  xlice  of  a  good  lojif),  this  is 

uinent  which  is  to  be 

faculty 

I;,,  L    .  .1  ___  ;__i.'t;   they 

vt*;  they  buihl  their  tirst  neut  a» 

•nc  they  ever  buiid/'    Gai.DSXiiTH. 

sou  t^e  awuy  ii  bird's  ue*t 

».  it,  4he  will  make  n  slijihtcr 

H«»4  A.  fn."     •loHNSrtif*  •*  Sir,  that   is 

bocttrv  he  hiis  full  time^  and  makes 

Imt  ■est  tkiihcrutely.    In  the  eage  you  mention 

ihf  b  l^oieil  lo  lay«  and  mu^^t  thert'fon;  rnokc 

liirr  ncvt  niiickht 


■lijrht," 

1        tw^».      ,. 


UOt.t>»MlTlL 


and  cojit^eipientlv  it  will  be 

**  The   nidiik'ution    of 

-»,«..  ;►.  1.  ,i,,,..|  liintiiry, 

in  it."" 

I'Ttttinn/ 

-ty  hiia  Ji  ri^ht  to  pre- 

rid  order»  »nd  ihereforo 

Lu  prohibit  the  prnpueation 

hiive  a  diinitrerotiB  tendency, 

tite  has  tills  ri|;ht,  is  uslti^  an 

it  i*  the  tocii'tif  for  whirh  tlio 


II'.'     lIUUK*     »iJllL;ri  i.iiii. 

.  ht."     Mayo.  "  I  iim  of 

*,   ,.  ,n    H   entitled   to 

Ami  (Imt  tlie 

I  j;ht  "     JoliN^ 

1.    Extivy  Tu&n  hns 

•  i»eo,  ftnd  with  that 

(Jiic'fferc.     I'eople  eon- 

'iL'  wifh  Irk'rty  of  tidk- 

liinp;.     Every 

I?*  he  pleiisps; 

I    ii>m   he   thiiiki. 

r  h*^  t*u;j;lit   to  5n- 

,   1IIMIK   iwstly.     But,  8ir,  no 

ty  lii^  it  rijjht   U4  tatc/i  any 

to  whiit  the  hm'itcty  holdi*  to 


be  true.    The  mag-istrate,  I  say,  may  be  wrong 
in  what  he  thlnkti :  but  while  he  thinks  him- 
self right,  he  may  and  ought  lo  cnfort^e  what 
I  he  thinks."     Mato,  "  Then,  Sir,  we  are  to  re- 
j  main   altvays   in  error,  nnd   truth  never  e«« 
I  prevail;  and  the  uiaelsirale  was  right  in  per* 
I  «ecutiii     ''      '-  '  *  ■      '•  -  -."    JoH580^-  **Sir^ 
;  the  Of!  relrgiouH  truth  cun 

be  e*L.., ...... 4^1   ...  ...  ...I .  vrdom.     The  loagiA- 

trute  hita  a  right  to  enforee  what  he  thinks ; 
anil  he  who  b  eoortcious  of  the  truth  h»«  a 
right  to  siifler.     I  am  afraid  there  is  no  olh^r 
-w&y  of  ascertaining  the  truth,  but  bv  perse- 
cution on  the  one  hand  and  enduring  It  on  the 
other."    Gou>SMiTti.  **^But  how  is  a  man  to 
act.  Sir?     Though   firmly  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  his  dw:trine.  may  he  not  think   it 
wrong  to  expose  himself  to  pertieeution  ?    Hoa 
be  A  right  to  do  so?  Is  it  not,  hm  it  were,  com- 
mittinjcr vol';- '  iipide?**    JoM^sow,  "  Sir, 

aa  to  vifhiii '  ',  OS  you  coll  it,  there  are 

twenty  tlio.i   .;,..  ...  n  in  an  army  who  will  go 

without  seruple  to  be  shot  at,  ami  uioi4nt  a 
breach  for  hvepenre  a  day"  Golpsmitii. 
But  have  they  a  moral  right  to  do  thi^P** 
Johnson.  "Nay,  Sir,  if  you  will  not  take  the 
universal  opinion  of  mankind,  I  have  nothing 
to  say.  IJ'  mankind  cannot  defend  their  own 
way  of  thinking,  I  cannot  defend  it*  Sir,  if  n 
man  is  in  doubt  whether  it  would  be  better  for 
him  to  expose  himself  to  martyrdom  or  not, 
he  should  not  do  it.  He  niu!*t  be  convinced 
that  be  bfis  a  dele^ration  from  heaven.**  Goli>- 
SMITH.  ^*  I  would  consider  whether  there  is  the 
•jreater  rhamee  of  good  or  evil  upon  the  whole* 
If  I  see  a  man  who  lins  fallen  into  a  well,  I 
would  wish  to  help  him  out;  but  if  there  i*  a 
;jrentor  pmbability  that  he  shall  pull  me  in, 
than  that  1  sliall  pull  hiht  out,  I  would  not 
attempt  it.  So,  were  I  to  go  to  'iurkey,  I 
mi^ht  wish  to  convert  the  grand  signior  lo  the 
Christian  faith;  but  when  1  cousidiTod  that  1 
should  probably  be  put  to  death  without  cfJ'ee- 
iiu:  my  purpose  in  any  degi^e,  1  should 
iiiyKelf  quiet."  Johkso?(.  **  Sir,  v<'M  must 
'  *fiat  we  have  perfect  and  nnperfeet 
i  Perfect    obligations,   which    are 

if    I..   ,\,,    L..,,,u  (i  wi.t    fire  ele.nr  antl 
I  '    But  charity, 

t  _    liinitif.     it  is  a 

duty  to  give  to  the  ikwu"  ;  tiut  no  man  can  say 
how  much  anotJicr  stiould  give  to  the  poor,  or 
when  a  man  has  given  too  little  to  save  his 
sou!.  In  the  same  manner  it  is  a  duty  fo  in* 
struct  the  ignorant,  and  of  consetpicnce  to 
convert  infidets  to  Christianity  :  but  no  man  in 

t;  .  ,  .  ■         ■■:   ",:,'  .   ■     ■  •■  .,.,i  uj 

the 

fi.iiir^'-!     ■.,  iM    Ml. Ill     i-«   n.>ii-^*.»d   to 

f-tt'ip   liiiii-  i    in  or<W  to  give 

choj-ity.     1 .,  -....:  a  man  must  be  per- 


•(  wtiirh  mm 

l>i|l    f«lt    Hi 


'  T»U  U  Ihn  rtit^nntf  nf  (he  HvrrrferniCT  of  I  he  magiitnit* 
I  snjr  OM^—  CM«lf«,  tSiCi. 
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«uruled  tliat  lie  bas  a  particular  delG^aiion  frtmi 
lietivon-''  Goldsmith.  "  How  h  this  to  be 
known  ?  Our  first  reformers,  who  were  burnt 
far  not  believing  htemd  ami  wiia*  to  be  Christ 

"'  JouNsoK  (interrupting  hira),  '*  Sir,  thej 

were  not  burnt  for  not  believing^  breaj  and 
wine  to  be  Christ,  but  for  insulting;  tho»e  who 
did  believe  h.'  And,  Sir,  when  the  <irst  re- 
formers began,  they  did  not  intend  to  be 
martyred :  us  niauy  ol*  thcin  ran  away  as 
could."  'B0SWEI.L.  "But,  Sir,  there  waa  your 
countrrnian  ElwiU^,  who  you  told  me  chal- 
lenged King  George  with  hi8  black-g^uards,  and 
bis  red-guards.**  JoicNsoif.  *'  My  country  man, 
Elwal,  Sir,  should  have  been  put  in  the  »toGkfl 
—  a  proper  pulpit  for  him ;  and  he'd  have  ha<l 
s  otimeroufl  audience.  A  man  wh«  preadiea  in 
the  stocks  will  always  have  hearers  enough/' 
B08WEIX,  ''  But  Elwol  thought  himself  in  the 
wght."  J0HH8ON.  "  \V^e  ore  not  providing"  for 
mad  people ;  there  are  places  for  them  in  the 
aei-rhbvurhood  "  (meaning  Moorfields).  Mato. 
**Bot,  Sir,  is  it  not  very  hard  tJiat  I  should 
not  be  allowed  to  teach  my  children  what  I 
really  believe  to  be  the  truth  ? "  Johsboh. 
**  Why,  Sir,  you  nu'sht  contrive  to  teach  your 
cbildren  extra  scandalum ;  but^  Sir,  the  magis- 
trate, if  he  knows  it,  has  a  right  to  reistrain 
you.  Suppose  you  teach  jour  children  to  be 
thieves  P'  Mato-  '*  This  is  makinj;  a  joke  of 
the  subject.*'  JojrNaoN.  "  Nay»  Sir,  take  it 
thus :  —  that  you  teach  them  the  community 
of  goods  ;  for  which  Uiere  are  as  many  pluuiiible 
arguments  as  for  most  erroneous  doctriuea. 
You  teacli  them  that  all  things  at  first  were  in 
common,  and  that  do  mirn  had  a  right  to  any 
thin^  but  aa  he  laid  hiA  hands  upon  it;  and 
that  thiii  fftill  la,  or  ought  to  be,  the  rule 
amongst  mankind.  Here,  Sir,  you  sap  u  great 
principle  in  society,  —  property.  And  dou  t 
you  think  the  magistrate  would  Kave  n  right  to 
prevent  YOU  y  OV  suppose  you  E^hould  teach 
your  ehildrcn  the.Jiotion  of  the  Adamite*i,  anil 
they  should  run  naked  into  the  streets,  would 
not  the  mar;ii<tnile  have  a  right  to  flog^em  into 
their  doublets  ?  '*  Mato.  "  I  think  the  ma- 
gistrate hoA  no  right  to  interfere  tilt  there  is 
come  overt  act  P  *'  Bos^tju..  '^  Soj  Sir,  though 
he  sees  an  enemy  to  the  state  charging  a 
blunderbuss,  ho  is  not  to  interfere  till  it  is 
fired  off! "  Mato.  "  He  must  be  sure  of  its 
direction  against  the  state/'  Johvson.  **  The 
magistrate  is  to  judge  of  that.  Ho  has  no  right 
to  restrain  your  thinking,  because  the  evil 
centred  in  yourself     If  a  man  veie  sitting  at 

1  "Hii*  wmu  to  ta«  klloKether  conUanr  to  the  fact.  The 
flrit  r«rormprt,  whether  of  Germonf  pr  EiictaTMi,  were  t«r. 
tiilitly  not  burtind  Tor  iiuultiitg  individual*:  thef  wrrc  Uurned 

for  hi*n^r  ;  «i^'  4>fnmfn»ih(r>  as  Jhat  kt.ii,  It  v.^<  'H'%t  tnrfe- 
fcn^'''  '     '■'  ■    ■  '         '  ''■'''■'    ''\i-j 

har,;  .:  a 

*Tht  ?i  It  for  b«ttor  rtta^^i*:  tiiher  lui- 

]W«t1lnf  Ui  .  HUM  he  th«t  iDi)tir4i«<*  Mntif^tr  U««- 

eninu  «  biirac^  upau  <iij>«r» :  or.faccauic  ni>  citiun  of  a  •tAt4» 
hai  H   Jixlit    lo  «IiiaLblfl   hlnui'tr  (torn   ihm  pertivtmxncif  of 


this  tabic,  and  cl I  ""'      "  r'     n^ar 

giatrate,  as  guard  ^  no 

authority  to  restraiu  ban,  uim>  t  v  t  do 

it  from  kindness  as  a  paient.  —  Ti  i  .cd, 

upon  mure  consideration,  I  tJiiii  ;  as 

it  IS  probable,  that  he  who  is  cli  Uia 

own  figures,  may  soon  proceed  t-o       ;  Ur>se 

of  other  people.^  If  I  think  it  right  to  steal 
Mr.  Dilly*s  plate,  I  am  a  bad  man;  but  be 
can  say  nothing  to  me.  If  I  make  an  o|>en 
declaration  that  I  think  so,  he  will  keep  me 
out  of  his  house-  If  I  put  forth  my  hand,  I 
shall  be  sent  {jo  Newgate-  This  is  tne  graiJa- 
tion  of  thinking,  preaching,  and  acting  :  if  a 
man  thinks  erroneously,  be  may  keep  his 
thoughts  to  himself;  and  noborly  will  trouble 
him ;  if  he  preaches  erroneous  doctrine,  afkcii^ty 
may  expel  (i»m;  if  he  acts  in  consequence  of 
tt^  the  law  take.4  place,  and  he  is  hanged.** 
Mato.  "But»  Sir,  ought  not  Christianii  to 
have  liberty  of  conscience?'*  Jobnsok.  **I 
have  already  told  you  so,  Sir  ?  You  re  coming 
back  to  where  you  were."  Boswkll.  **  Dr. 
Mayo  is  always  taking  a  return  post-chaifre^ 
and  going  the  stu^e  over  again.  He  has  it  at 
half-pric«."  Jou?«soN.  **  Dr.  Majo,  like  other 
champions  for  unlimited  toleration,  haii  got  a 
set  of  wortU.*  Sir,  it  is  no  matter,  poUticdly, 
whether  the  magistrate  be  right  or  wrong* 
Suppose  a  club  were  to  be  formed,  to  driiS; 
confusion  to  King  George  the  Third,  and  a 
happy  restoration  to  Charles  the  Thirds  this 
would  be  very  bad  with  respect  to  the  f  tate  j 
but  cv&y  member  of  that  club  must  i/ilhcr 
conform  to  its  rule*^  or  be  turned  out  of  it. 
Old  Baxter,  I  remember,  maintuimt,  that  tlie 
magistrate  should  *  tolerate  all  things  that  are 
tolerable/  This  is  no  good  definition  of  toh:ra- 
tion  upon  any  principle ;  but  it  shows  that  be 
thought  some  things  were  not  tolerable/' 
T<jpL4i>r.  "Sir,  you  have  untwisted  tbiH 
dilficult  subject  with  great  H  -  *— *■  " 

During   this   argument,    1  1   sat    m 

restless  agita.tion,  from  av.i  ..  i  ^  )  rn  und 
jihine.  Finding  himself  excluded,  he  lu*  1  r .1  .  ti 
his  hat  to  go  away,  but  remained  i^^r  ^ytu^^ 
time  with  it  in  his  hand,  like  a  gaoieater^  who, 
at  the  close  of  a  long  night,  lingcTB  for  a  little 
while,  to  see  if  he  can  have  a  favounible  open- 
ing to  finish  with  success.  Onec,  when  he  wa» 
beginning  to  speak,  he  found  bimaelf  over- 
powered by  the  loud  voice  of  Johnton,  who 
waa  at  the  opnofiite  end  of  the  table,  and  tUd 
not  perceive  Goldsmith'*  atten>pL  Thus  diii- 
appomtedof  his  wish  to  obtain  tue  attention  of 


dered   hito   nii    ;  : 

Jcihti»oM'*  po*» 

rfllrr»tc>d    blov 

flnt.     T^*  Ki! 

tim^ho  was  mt 

h«  olxatned  Ui> 

Ootwcli  talk*  ^.  ..  in., 

to  have  obtainKl  Dr.  Mnjrri 

It  certain  that  Johnfon  »»>•! 

dai,  when  be  dtd  not  «rp(i  L 

Cr»c«  that  ha  met  him  more  thuu  i<{t4.ii  agJtJjA.  —  C» 
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i;  ■  '      '  '    *  't»n  threw 

Id'  son,  [iiid 

Toptii'  spofik,  »Foliti5on  uttered 

I  (jii)ldi«txur1i  lv>  tliiok  tbaL 
.  ij,  iiuil  Uktug  the  words 
^    (1   whicii,    be  seiated  tliis 
of   venting   hi»   own    cnyy   and 
•^(MOf  un  Jer  tJie  pretext  of  supporting  another 
pei«oii !  **  Sir,"  j»ttid  lie  to  John*?on»  **  the  gen- 
tHeniKn  hns  heard  you  patiently  for  an  hour 


liiK  imt. 


llW  Wtt 
lltMS     1 

vpportunitv 

idei 


•iiow 


now  to  Lear  him."     Joanson 


Sir. 


Al- 
ii 

J 

©•)nkpuiiv 


I  wa»  not   interrupting  the 
^  Iv  giving  him  a  simnal  of 

you  are  iroficrtinent." 
I  i:uj.j  ill*  tertly,  but  continued  in 
V  tor  sonic  time* 
'f>  ]vrt*«ent^  vi.'nhirpd  t«>  ask  Dr. 
was  not  a  niattTial  difference 
•  1  opinions  which  lead  to  action, 
-  luerely  spcetdfttive  ;  for  instance, 
wrong  in  the  niH;^i*tnUe  to  lolemte 
j>r**«ch  nj,piinst  the  doctrine  of  the 
Jrihn<on  wiis  highly  oflcnddl^  and 
Sir,  how  a  gentleman  of  your 
jcc  this  subject  in  a  mixed 
Ml*  tohi  me  afterwanis,  that  the 
loBfvruprirty  w:us  thai  perhaps  some  of  the  cotn- 
IMJiy  Ttr  ^  •  '  :  tallied  on  tlic  subject  in  suiJi 
imns  ive  shocked  him ;  or  he  might 

luive  I  to  npjjear  in  their  eycji  u 

aarron  inan.     The*   gcntlwmiti^  with 

itllMli-  r»cc,  said,  he  had  only  hintetl 

at  tlie  qtic9tJon  from  a  desin?  to  hear  Dr.  John- 
mn*^  nrsfnirm  \\\*in\  it,     Joirwsojv,  "Why  then, 
permitting  men  to  preaich  any 
ro  the  doctrine  of  the  esta- 
in  a  ccrUiin  degree.,  to 
:   ill!"  church,  and,  con- 

•It  ov  m, 

■^         ■■■  IJI-     t  HUM  11       I  (J     MJ4I.TJ.il'    in 

r  \,  "Sir,  we  have  been 

is  another  question.     I 


tuhe^ 


tiL,. 


thuik  it  is  wft  politic  to  tolerate  m  soch  a 


not  think  it  fit  that  so  awftil 

l»e  inlrodiiccd  in  a  mixed 

I  efore  at  this  lime  waved  the 

'>n;    yK  hi*   own    orthodox 

Irinity  is 

J  passage 


prayer,   for  Jimift  Christ's 

%ik* «.  in   »tiiiin  «iilj   tlii<e  and  Ute  Holy   Ghost, 

antt  txmt  Giitv  i>i>>  alt  hofiour  snti  glorj, 

vlUiout  cm!.  Atiikfl."     [  /v.  and  Mitl ,  p.  40,] 

flH^-TrT.  **T*r}iT,  Mr.  DiUv,  how  docs  Dr. 
V  of  Irdand  '  bvW  ?"  Johs- 
th    with    n   jfTH'mn^    indlg- 


(q  thres 


1%U   u. 


V  l4i>  i>«>||ar 


nation).  "The  Irish  are  in  an  -1 

»tate ;  for  we  we  tJiere  the  niin 
over  the  majority.     There  ra  ovi  w;  i 

in  tJie  ten  persecutions, of  sudi  scvci 
which  the  Protestants  of  Jb-ehind  bjivt  ..,  ;  ,  .  i 
against  the  Catholics.  Did  we  tell  thum  w« 
have  conquered  them,  it  would  be  above  boartl : 
to  puniah  them  by  confiscation  and  other  pentd- 
ties,  as  rebeU,  was  monstrous  injustice.  King 
William  was  not  their  lawful  sovereign  ^ :  he 
had  not  been  acknowledged  by  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  when  they  appeared  in  mrnis  agaioMt 
him." 

I  1j  .   -ted  something  farourable  of  the 

Rom  -.     T0PI.ADV.  **  Does  not  their 

invoiiJtnMi  iM  .'•u.ints  sup[>ose  omnipresence  tn 
the  saints  J*"  Johwsoh.  "No,  Sir;  it  suppose* 
only  pluri-pre^ence  * ;  and  when  spirits  are  di- 
vested of  inattex,  it  seema  probable  that  they 
should  sec  with  more  extent  than  when  in  an 
embotiied  stat«.  There  Ls  therefore,  no  ap- 
proach to  an  invaaion  of  any  of  the  divine  at- 
tributes, in  the  Lnvoi:ation  of  saints.  Bufc  I 
think  it  h)  will-wortihip,  and  presumption.  I 
see  no  command  for  it,  and  therefore  think  it 
is  safer  not  to  practise  it." 

He  and  Mr.  Langton  and  I  went  together 
to  the  Club,  wh»?re  wo  found  Mr.  Burke,  Mr, 
Garrick,  and  some  other  members,  and  aiuong!it 
tliein  our  friend  Goldsmith,  who  eat  silently 
brooding  over  Johns*!  T>'«  f*  r.rlmiiwl  u^  Lim  -,fr,.T- 
dinner.     Johnson  pt  1 

to  some  of  us,  — "  111  ^ 

me;"  and  then  called  to  him  in  a  loud  voice, 
"  Dr.  Goldsmith,  —  something  passed  to-dav 
where  you  and  I  dined :  I  a^  your  pardoti.  * 
Goldamjtb  answered  placidly,  '*  It  must  be 
murh  from  you.  Sir,  tnat  I  take  ill."  And  so 
at  once  the  difference  was  over,  and  thyy  were 
on  nt  easy  t^^nns  aa  evci*,  and  Goldsmith  ratdcd 
•way  as  usnaL 

In  our  way  to  the  Club  to-night,  when  I  re- 
gretted that  Goldsmith  would,  upon  every  oc- 
casion, endeavour  to  shine,  by  which  ho  ofton 
exposed  himself,  ^h\  Langton  observed,  thiit 
he  was  not  like  Addison,  who  was  content  with 
the  fame  of  his  writings,  and  did  not  aim  aliMo 
at  excelleocy  in  converaation,  for  which  he 
found  himself  un^t :  and  that  be  said  to  a  kdy 
who  comptained  oC  his  having  talked  little  in 
company,  *^Mailau),  I  have  but  nine-pence  in 
ready  money,  but  I  can  draw  for  a  tiiounand 
pounda.'*     I  oh-         1     '  ''      ilh  had  a 

grent  deni  of  g< •  I  not  con- 

tent W ith  that,  \%  i^  ,n  n  i;  >  I  li*  pUTMiU 

JoHKSO^.   "  Ves,  Sir,  ami  often   an 


Hinnt  V  tnir>i'  ^ 


sometimes  opjKMnng  to  ^ 
one  should  har<lly  have  sh| 


ing  eon- 

■n  of  hi* 


*  Survlj  tt  JinpUw  omaipreci'Tic*  tn  ihit  umo  way  tliM 
prHjreri  ««  Iha  0«ft]r  Imply  otnnlttrf»m«s,  Aod.  •ltrr«U, 
whit  U  tiM  dldbrvnca,  |o  oitr  botin^Ml  rrguuft,  bKwvan  pimfi- 
prttcncc  and  vmrn'-pntcaei:  ?—  ClOtiM, 
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man  of  his  ^tMiius.  When  bis  litomry  repu- 
tation hail  risen  deservedly  high,  nud  hi?  society 
was  much  courtcMJ,  he  became  very  jealous  of 
the  oxtraordinarv  attention  whicii  was  every 
where  paid  to  Johnson.  One  evening,  in  a 
circle  ot  wits^  he  found  fault  with  me  for  talking 
of  Johnson  ns  entitled  to  the  honouj*  of  un- 
queatiouable  superiority.  *^  Sir,*'  said  he,  **  you 
are  fcir  making  a  monarchy  of  what  should  be 
a  repubUe." ' 

lie  was  stitl  more  mortified,  when,  talking 
in  a  company  with  fluent  vivacity,  ai;id»  as  he 
flattered  Iiimgelf,  to  the  admiration  of  all  who 
were  nrei^ent,  a  German  who  sat  next  him,  and 
perceived  .Ii>hnson  rolling  himself  as  if  alxiat 
to  speak,  suddenly  stop|>ed  him,  saying,  *'"Stay, 
Btiiy  —  Tot'tor  Siionion  is  going  to  say  some- 
thing." This  wa^,  Tw  doubt,  very  provoking, 
especially  to  one  so  irritable  as  Goldj^mith,  who 
fre(|uenUy  mentioned  it  with  strong  expressions 
ofindignition. 

It  nniy  also  be  observed,  that  Goldamitb  wa« 
sometimes  content  to  be  treatetl  with  an  easy 
lamlliarity,  but  upon  occasions  would  be  con- 
sequential and  imjK>rtant.  An  instance  of  this 
ocetirred  in  a  small  particular.  Johnson  had 
A  way  of  contracting  the  names  of  hie  friends  : 
as,  Beaucierk,  Beau  ;  Hoswell,  Bozzy  ;  Lang- 
ton,  Lanky;  Jlurphy,  Murj  Sheridan^  Sherry. 
I  reraeniber  one  day,  when  Tom  Diivies  was 
telling  that  Dr.  John/? on  said,  "  We  ore  all  in 
labour  for  a  name  to  GoMt/s  play,"  G<»M«mifh 
seemed  displeiiaed  that  ^uch  a  liberty  should  be 
taken  with  hia  name,  and  said,  '*  I  have  often 
desired  him  not  to  call  me  Ooldy''  Tom  was 
remarkably  attentive  to  the  most  minute  cir- 
cutnstanee  about  Johnson.  I  reeollect  his  tell- 
ing me  once,  on  ray  arrival  in  London,  *'  Sir, 
our  great  friend  has  made  an  improvement  on 
his  appellation  of  old  l^lr.  Sheridan :  he  calk 
hiin  now  iSherry  derry'" 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  MR.  BAGSH  A  W», 

At  JBromley. 

"MnyS.  1773. 
S(R,  —  I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your 
addttiocis  lo  my  Dictionary  *,  but  the  new  tdUion 
has  been  publuhetl  tome  time,  and  then-fore  I  can- 
not now  make  use  of  them.  Whether  I  shall  evor 
revise  It  more,  I  know  oot.     If  many  readers  bad 


'  It  hai  bt^vi  tUtfd  In  tome  tif  tho  niiMirrouc  fiiliU''t  and 

Cftr®i*r1r«  jintjIUhrrt  fn  l^l■^nnnT  of  PiKinT^rvrtir-,  ttiiif.  r>-jir<-'.''r(sr 
thr   f!  .     ■  -...,; 

Mill 
li-tfi , 

t4iU\  t'.'/-  '<■  "  I"    »•'■'  .  M.ii'-.  .»Mi-.     .,.!..  ri'-     i..-'i<-n 

atarj  in  My  t>r  btii  m>«  ton  untt  of  UolUiiniLh.  — 

CuoKrii. 

»    I'hffl  R«i».  Tl  M    \       «Kn,  ,ii.,.i  mi  ih< 

y*h  of  Noif»rtilx  ' 

niMit1i-fl4>*'t.     \\"  I 

•time  timf  before  \a*    !«'ith      I  ..r  i: 

from    Dr.  JuhnKun  ht  I7)i4.  to  tlit*  • 

timrt^  I  Mm  ln<lrl'jt.<HJ  lo  [Ir,  John  L<i\  ^ 

A  »iin  of  IV*  late  lPHrT>«.ti  aw\  i  ■•'■ 

r«»«<r»b»m.  Ill  BvrW»hirf.  wli"  <-n 

for  me  from  iiit:  itrinhvAli  in  :  i> 


been  i»s  judieiuui)  as  dilijrcnt,  and  «s  cominnnicBtive 
as  your»clf,  my  work  hiid  been  better  The  world 
most  at  prtfscnt  lake  ii  os  it  ii.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
must  obliged  and  most  Uumblw  servant, 

^^Sam.  Johnson,** 

On  Sunday,  l^Iay  8.',  I  dined  with  Johnson 
at  Mr.  Langton's  with  Dr.  Beattie  and  some 
other  company,  lie  descanted  on  the  subject 
of  literary  property.  "There  seems,**  said  he, 
"  to  be  in  authors  a  stronger  right  of  pro|)erty 
tian  that  bjr  occupancy ;  &  metaphysical  right, 
a  right,  as  it  were,  of  creation,  whi<'h  should 
from  its  nature  be  perpetual ;  but  the  consent 
of  nations  is  against  it ;  and  indeed  roisoo  and 
the  interests  of  learning  are  against  it;  for 
were  it  to  be  perpetual,  no  book,  however  use- 
ful, could  be  universally  diffused  amongst  man- 
kind, ahoidd  the  proprietor  tidce  it  into  bis 
head  to  restrain  Its  circulation.  No  book  could 
liave  the  advantage  of  being  edited  with  ncitea, 
however  necessary  to  its  elucidation,  should 
the  proprietor  perversely  oppose  it.  For  the 
general  good  of  the  world,  therefore,  whatever 
valuable  work  biw  once  been  created  by  on 
author,  and  issued  out  by  htm,  should  be  under- 
stood as  no  longer  in  his  power,  but  as  belong- 
ing to  the  public  ;  at  the  game  time  tlie  author 
is  entitled  to  an  adequate  rewanl.  This  he 
should  have  by  an  exclusive  right  to  his  work 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years." 

He  attacked  Lord  Monboddo's  strange spcoi- 
lutlon  on  the  primitive  state  of  human  nature ; 
observing,  "  Sir,  it  is  all  conjecture  about  a 
thing  useless,  even  were  it  known  to  be  true. 
Knowledge  of  all  kinds  is  good.  Conjeetupis, 
as  to  things  u-sefiil,  is  good  ;  bul^ conjecture  a» 
to  what  it  would  be  useless  to  know,  mrh  aa 
whether  men  went  upon  all  four,  is  vorj  Idle*" 

On  Monday,  May  9.*,  as  I  was  t^  set  out  on 
my  return  to  Scotland  next  morning,  I  wa* 
desirous  to  see  as  much  of  Dr.  John  ion  as  I 
could.  But  1  first  called  on  Goldsmith  to  tako 
leave  of  him-  The  jealousy  and  envy,  which, 
though  possessed  of  many  musit  amiable  qua* 
lities,  he  frankly  tivowed,  broke  out  violently 
at  this  interview-^  Upon  another  wcsuiion, 
when  Goldsmith  confessed  himself  to  be  of  an 
envious  disposition,  I  contended  with  Johnson 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  angry  with  bira*  he 
was  so  candid  in  uwuing  it.     "  Na/*  Sir,"  iaid 


KfiiLl^manv  having  ri'ttr^"*)  from  bu«iii«*«.  tio*  li«««  in 


War- 


inhtr.     i 
(nultiul  Li. 


'lini'I.'vi 


>*>rc  •urpriavd  If  Uwy  liiul 
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JohBsoQ,  "  we  must  be  angry  tbat  a  man  taa 
such  a  stiperabimdancc  of  ad  odiona  quality, 
that  he  cannot  keep  it  within  his  own  breust, 
but  it  boils  over."  In  my  opinion,  bow  ever, 
Goltkmilh  hid  not  more  ot  it  than  oth^sr  people 
biAve,  but  only  talked  of  it  freely. 

He  now  seemed  very  angry  tbut  Johnson 
was  going  to  be  a  travel ter  ;  said  *'h«  would 
be  a  dead  we%ht  for  me  to  carry,  and  that  I 
should  never  be  able  to  lug  biiu  nmtig  through 
the  Higblaiiids  and  Hebrides."  Nor  wouhl  be 
pfttieDoy  nUow  me  to  enlaro;^  upon  Johnson's 
wonderful  abilities  ;  but  excmimed,  "1b  be  like 
Burke,  who  windd  into  a  subject  like  a.  ser- 
pent ?"  "  But,"  said  I,  "  Johnson  h  the  Her- 
ettlea  who  strangleti  serpentii  in  bis  eradle," 

I  dined  with  Dr.  Johnson  at.  (ieneral  Paoli's. 
Hfi  was  obtia^ed,  by  indisposition,  to  leave  the 
f^mpanr  eawy  ^  he  appointed  me,  bowever,  to 
meet  him  in  the  evening  at  Mr.  (now  Sir 
Bobert)  Cbumbera's,  in  the  Temple,  where  he 
accordingly  came^  though  he  continued  to  be 
Tsry  ill.  Chambers,  as  la  common  on  Bueh 
Dcefl5i<:)nSt  pniscribed  various  remedies  to  bini. 
JonKsoH  (fretted  by  pain),  "  Pr^ythee  don*t 
tease  me.  Stay  till  I  am  well,  and  then  you 
ihiU  tell  me  bow  to  cure  myself"  lie  grew 
better,  and  talked  with  a  noble  enthusiasm  of 
keeping  up  the  reprcaentaiion  of  respectable 
famiUea.  Ilia  zeid  on  this  subjert  w;is  a  cir- 
cumstance in  hiti  cbarocler  exceedin^Hy  remark- 
able, when  it  is  conijildered  that  by  himself  hud 
no  pretensionii  to  blond.  I  heard  him  once 
say,  *'  I  have  great  ouTit  in  being  jjtialous  for 
subordination  and  the  honours  of  birch  ;  fur  1 
ean  hardly  teiJ  who  wtu  niy  grandfather."  lie 
maintaLncd  the  dignity  and  propriety  of  male 
Eucces^sicjT],  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  one 
of  our  friends'*  who  had  that  day  emploved 
Mr. Cbafflbers  to  draw  his  will,  devising  his 
estate  to  his  three  aiaters,  in  preference  to  a 
remote  heir  male.  Johnson  called  them  *'  three 
dawdifM^"  and  *aid,  with  ^  high  a  spirit  as  the 
boldest  baron  in  the  most  perfect  diiyj*  of  the 
feudal  system,  '^^  Xn  ancient  estate  should  aiwiiiyfi 
^0  to  males.  It  h  mijihty  foiplinh  (o  let  a 
-atrangyr  have  it  because  he  marries  jour 
slaughter,  and  takes  your  nntue.  As  for  an 
estate  newly  £u.<[utred  by  trade,  you  may  give 
it,  if  you  will,  to  the  dog  Tatcsery  and  let  him 
keep  hh  mm  name." 

I  have*  kt3own  him  at  times  exceedingly 
''li verted  at  what  seemed  to  olhers  a  very  ^miilt 
fporL  He  now  laughed  immoderately,  without 
any  reason  that  we  could  nt^rceivcH,  at  our 
friend*^  making  bis  will :  c-alleu  bim  the  testator. 


^  It  trt^tiu^  from  Tniinj  rtrrumiUifmn  th«,f  thb  vu  Mr. 

Bj^sl  m  rnFre  ■alli'  of  untimely  rnirth.  U  \t  c^rtnin  that 
•k*  n-irftrltbip  of  "  twpnty  fcXT*'  iTnnBliTix  '^  ipott,  Tld 
iiopnt,  1773J  bi'?'»<r*»n  JnhtiWiR  *fii,1  tjanjftOTv,  MilTt'rH.  ftti'mt 
Ikb  iJmir,  «  vrioui  iuterriiptiiiu.   Jnhtiion  rl»o»c  to  ftttriluktr 

iMiAg  l«ii^,  p.  3K.1.);  bnt,  lu  thry  M  dititHl  tmgcthvr  l]«Kl 
4vf  «t  tAnjttfm't  otrn  houjR,  in  afiparent  ti>u4  liiiffl!tur,  it  li 
Mfsrr  probalilr  tlut  It  itomt  tiitm  thii  affair  f^fthp  wtlL  — 
Ckocuu 


and  added,  "1  dare  say  be  thinks  he  has  done 
a  mighty  thing.  He  won't  stay  till  be  gets 
home  to  his  aeat  in  the  country,  to  pro<luce 
this*  wonderful  deed :  he'll  call  up  the  landlord 
of  the  first  inn  on  the  road ;  and,  after  a 
flui table  preface  upon  mortality  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  life,  will  tell  him  that  he  should  not 
delay  in  rmdcing  his  will ;  and  here,  Sir,  will  he 
say,  IB  my  will,  which  I  have  jufft  made,  with 
the  as.*ts lance  of  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
in  the  kingdom;  and  he  will  read  it  to  him 
(laughing  all  the  time).  He  believes  be  has 
made  this  will;  but  he  did  not  make  it;  you, 
Chambers,  made  it  for  hira.  I  trust  you  have 
bad  more  conscience  tiian  to  make  bim  say, 
^  being  of  sound  understanding  I '  ha,  ha,  ha  I 
1  hope  he  has  left  mc  a  legacy.  I'd  have  Ida 
will  turned  into  verse:,  like  a  ballad,** 

In  this  playful  manner  did  he  run  on,  exult- 
ing in  his  own  plea'santry,  which  certainly  was 
not  STich  as  might  be  expeeted  from  the  author 
of  "The  Rambler,'*  but  which  is  here  preserved, 
that  my  readers  may  be  acquainted  even  with 
the  slightest  occasional  charaeterbtiea  of  ao 
eminent  a  man. 

Mr.  Chftmbera  did  not  by  any  means  T^tish 
this  jocularity  upon  a  matter  of  which  part 
mafrna  fidi\  and  seamed  impatient  tilt  he  got 
rid  of  us.  Johnskon  could  not  stop  bis  merri- 
ment, but  continued  it  all  the  way  till  he  got 
without  the  Temple  Gate.  He  then  burst  into 
such  a  fit  of  laughter,  that  be  apijeaxeil  to  l>e 
almoi«)t  in  a  4'oTivnlsic»n ;  and,  in  order  to  sup- 
port himself,  laid  hold  of  one  of  the  posts  at  tno 
side  of  the  foot  pavement,  and  sent  forth  peals 
so  loudn,  that  hi  the  silence  of  the  night  his 
voice  seemed  to  resound  from  Temple  Bar  to 
Fleet  Ditch. 

This  most  ludicrous  exhibition  of  the  awful, 
melancholy,  and  venerable  Johnson,  happened 
well  to  couot4.*ract  the  feelings  of  smlnes*  whioh 
I  used  to  experience  when  parting  with  hini 
for  a  eon isider able  time.  I  aceompanimi  him 
to  bis  door,  where  be  gave  me  his  blesaing. 

He  records  of  htm^c^lf  this  year  : — - 

**  Between  Easter  and  Whitsuntidr,  having  al- 
wayA  considered  thnt  dtnt'  asi  prupitiou^  to  study,  I 
^tti'rn|]ti'rl  to  learn  tht  Low  Dutch  knguagti.'* 
(Pr.^  Mtfl  p.  191,] 

It  lit  to  be  observed,  that  he  here  admit-s  an 
opinion  «if  the  human  mind  beiui*  influenced 
bv  ttesiiions,  which  he  ridicules  in  hid  writings, 
llis  pro<ttrej;si  he  fsays,  was  interrnpteil  by  a 
tWer,  ''  whji;b,  by  the  imprudent  use  of  a  small 
print,  left  im  inilauimation  in  his  usefid  eye." 


'  Mr.  Cbainb?n  of  raune  kbe*  matr  <if  the  r#*l  Ktttft  of 
iKe  »frn)T  tlmn  Bfitwrll,  mnil  ihmjt  hnvr  br«ii  o(ftirnled  *l  Ui« 
oitMli'  in  »hlr*h  Jol]]i»un  tff^jLlnl  ilt*ir  cominn'D  fhtT«f ,  It  It 
ibturJ  to  think  that  iieroiiH  liaTf  fi-lt  niDir  i]U(>l4'«'UriMtii  liii 
uwri  -[^rl-  EfrTi  \yf  tiai,wi'lVi  nrcourit,  niatiitriff  could  b^  kit 
"  p'tfj'/M''^  tiiin  Ji>iiO<on'i  rour,  m\A  ihv  mention  of  a  l'r'Ka<7, 
hcTv  i^rKl  hi  n  luitifHH w^ot  letter  (nfSl  pajr**K  makr*  m*'  Mii- 
pect  th4t  ther«  wat  mirp  pcrional  aii.iippolntiDenl  H  Iht 
iHittom  of  this  itnngc  obiUepDroui  tad  *our  inerdnieiit.— 
CmtmrntL 
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We  cannot  but  admire  his  spirit,  when  we 
know,  that  amidst  a  complication  of  bodily  and 
mental  distress,  he  was  still  animated  with  the 
desire  of  intellectual  improvement.  '■  Various 
notes  of  his  studies  appear  on  different  dajs,  in 
his  manuscript  diarj  of  this  year ;  such  as,  — 

"  Inehoam  lectionem  Pentateuchi.  Finivi  kctionem 
Conf,  Fab.  Burdonnm,  Ltgi  primum  actum  Tna- 
dvm,  Legi  Diuertatwnem  Clerici  postremam  de  Pent, 
2  of  Clark'M  Sermons,  L.  ApoUonii  pugnam  Betri- 
L.  centum  vernu  HomerL** 


Let  this  serve  as  a  specimen  of  what  acces- 
sions of  literature  he  was  perpetually  infusing 
into  his  mind,  while  he  charged  himself  with 
idleness. 

This  year  died  Mrs.  Salusbury  (mother  of 
Mrs.  Thrale),  a  lady  whom  he  appears  to  have 
esteemed  much,  and  whose  memory  he  honoured 
with  an  epitaph.' 

Li  a  letter  from  Edinburgh,  dated  the  29th 
of  May,  I  pressed  him  to  persevere  in  his  reso- 
lution to  make  this  year  the  projected  visit  to 
the  Hebrides,  of  which  he  ana  I  had  talked  for 
many  years,  and  which  I  was  confident  would 
afibra  us  much  entertainment. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Jobnion't  Court,  Julj  5. 1773. 

'*  Deab  Sir,  —  When  your  letter  came  to  me,  I 
was  so  darkened  by  an  inflammation  in  my  eye  that 
I  could  not  for  some  time  read  it.  I  can  now  write 
without  trouble,  and  can  read  large  prints.  My 
eye  is  gradually  growing  stronger ;  and  I  hope 
will  be  able  to  take  some  delight  in  the  survey  of 
a  Caledonian  loch. 

**  Chambers  is  going  a  judge,  with  six  thousand 
a  year,  to  Bengal.  He  and  I  shall  come  down  to« 
gether  as  far  as  Newcastle,  and  thence  I  shall  easily 
get  to  Edinburgh.  Let  me  know  the  exact  time 
when  your  courts  intermit.  I  must  conform  a  little 
to  Chambers's  occasions,  and  he  must  conform  a 
little  to  mine.  The  time  which  you  shall  6x  must 
be  the  common  point  to  which  we  will  come  as 
near  as  we  can.     Except  this  eye,  I  am  very  well. 

**  Beattie  is  so  caressed,  and  invited,  and  treated, 
and  liked,  and  flattered  by  the  great,  that  I  can  see 
nothing  of  him.  I  am  in  great  hope  that  he  will 
be  well  provided  for,  and  then  we  will  live  upon 
him  at  the  Marischal  College,  without  pity  or 
modesty. 


>  Not  six  month!  before  his  death,  be  wished  me  to  teach 
him  the  scale  of  music :  '*  Dr.  Burney,  teach  me  at  least  the 
alphabet  of  your  language."  —  Burnby. 

s  This  event  also  furnished  him  with  a  subject  of  medi- 
tadoD  for  the  evening  of  June  the  18Ui,  on  which  day  this 
lady  died:  — 

"  Friday,  June  IB^  1773.  This  day,  after  dinner,  died  Mrs. 
Salusbury ;  she  had  for  some  days  almost  lost  the  power  of 
speaking.  Yesterday,  as  I  touched  her  hand,  and  kissed  it, 
stie  pressed  my  hand  between  her  two  hands,  which  she  pro- 
bably intended  as  the  parting  caress.  At  night  her  speech 
returned  a  little ;  and  she  said,  among  other  things,  to  her 


"  — —  »  left  the  town  without  taking  Icava 

oi  me,  and  is  gone  in  deep  dudgeon  to ,* 

Is  not  this  very  childish  ?  Where  it  now  my  le- 
gacy? 

*'  I  hope  your  dear  lady  and  her  dear  baby  are 
both  well.  I  shall  see  them  too  when  I  come ;  and 
I  have  that  opinion  of  your  choice^  as  to  suspect 
that  when  I  have  seen  Mrs.  Boswell,  1  shall  be  less 
willing  to  go  away.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affection- 
ate humble  servant,  Sah.  Jorvbov. 

*'  Write  to  me  as  soon  as  you  can.  Chambers  is 
now  at  Oxford." 

I  again  wrote  to  him,  informing  him  that  the 
court  of  session  rose  on  the  12m  of  August, 
hoping  to  see  him  before  that  time,  and  ex- 
pressing, perhap  in  too  extravagant  terms,  my 
admiration  of  him,  and  my  expectation  of  {i^ea- 
sure  from  our  intended  tour. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  August  S.  1771. 

*'  Dkar  Sib, —  I  shall  set  out  from  London  on 
Friday  tlie  6th  of  this  month,  and  purpose  not  to 
loiter  much  by  the  way.  Which  day  I  shall  be  at 
Edinburgh,  I  cannot  exactly  tell.  I  suppoae  I 
must  drive  to  an  inn,  and  send  a  porter  to  find  you. 

**  I  am  afraid  Beattie  will  not  be  at  his  eollege 
soon  enough  for  us,  and  I  shall  be  sorry  to  miss 
him ;  but  there  is  no  staying  for  the  concurrence 
of  all  conveniences.  We  will  do  as  wcU  as  we  can. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

**  Sax.  JoHvaow.* 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••Augusts.  1771. 
*'  Dear  Sir,  —  Not  being  at  Mr.  Thrale's  when 
your  letter  came,  I  had  written  the  inclosed  paper 
and  sealed  it ;  bringing  it  hither  for  a  frank,  I  foiind 
yours.  If  any  thing  could  repress  my  ardour,  it 
would  be  such  a  letter  as  yours.  To  disappoint  a 
friend  is  unpleasing  ;  and  he  that  forms  expectations 
like  yours,  must  be  disappointed.  Think  only, 
when  you  see  me,  that  you  see  a  man  who  loves 
you,  and  is  proud  and  glad  that  you  love  him.  J 
am.  Sir,  your  most  affectionate, 

**  Sam.  JoHxaoii,** 


daughter,  I  have  had  murh  time,  and  I  hope  I  have  used  It. 
This  morning,  being  called  about  nine  to  feel  her  pulse,  I 
said,  at  parting,  God  biess  you.  for  Jesus  Christ's  take.  Sbe 
smiled,  as  pleased.  She  had  her  senses  perhaps  to  the  dying 
moment."  [/'r.  amd  Mfd.,  p.  127.]  He  complains,  about  this 
period,  that  his  memory  had  been  for  a  long  time  very  much 
conftued ;  and  that  names,  and  persons,  and  events,  slide 
away  strangely  fi-om  him.  "  But,**  he  adds,  "  I  grow  easier." 


r/A.p.  I29.J  —  CaoKES 
>  ^Both  these  blanks 
last  page.  —  Caoxaa. 


be  filled  with 


Mr,  64. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 
1773. 

Mimion  art  a  cmt  tm  hh  Visit  to  the  Hfhride*,  — 
akftth  of  ki»  Charucitr,  FiffMrt,  and  Monntr.  — - 
Ht  AntPtt  in  Sruttrtnit,  —  Mfmornbilu*.  ^  law  of 
Ptr*cripiian,  —  Trial  bgr  DutL  —  Afr.  Stutl.  — 
Stf^  WUliam  Furbet.  —  Practict.  of  the  Imw.  — 
Et^fruHon,  —  i?rr,  ^f^,  Can.  —  Chirf  ifanm 
Or^  —  Dr.  timtttt  nnd  Mr.  Home.  ^  Dr. 
kcUrtwn.  —  Mr,  Burh.  -^  Gemtun,  —  WhitfitUi 
«Mf  JfV«/Sfy«  —  Palititai  Pattm.  —  Garriek, 

D»^  JovKsoN  hail  K  for  man j  Tears,  givco  me 

bofiei  tkat  we  xhoald  go  together  and  visit  the 

HcbridL««.     Moriiii'ii  account  of  those  islands 

bftd  tin  '  UH  With  a  notiuD,  that  we  might 

^knv  te  A  sjiUm  of  life  almost  to* 

tafijr  •'  "in  what  wc  had  been  aerrus- 

I'd  U)  find  simplicity  and  wild- 

...  ,„i  .....  oircumstanccs  of  remote  time 

Of  place,  so  neni*  to  our  native  gjeat  i^lan<I"i, 

VM  fto  object  within  the  reach  of  reasonable 

curiosity.     Dr.  Johnson  has  stiid  in  his  "  Juur- 

nty,**  Uiat  "  he  scaj-cely  rem<.*inbered  how  the 

viflh  to  vt«it  the  Hebrides  vfiis  excit4?d;"  but 

hf  mM  in*»,  in  sununer,  1763,  that  his  father 

p  ount  into  hid  hands  when  he 

V.  and  that  he  was  ranch  pleused 

wtut  '    'icre  would  be  some 

iaoon  ijts^  and  perhaps  a 

tittW  fcUij^ici  ,  uuL  lu.'N.s  %ve  were  persuiided,, 

wsn  OllM|nifi«*d  in   tlie    imagination    of  every 

1i...ik      Wiun  I  i»r,-  ..r  r.  r!iey,in  1754,  I  men- 

••   He  looked  at  me, 

_      ^  to  the  North  Pole, 

a  Vou  do  not  insist  on  my  aeeom- 

I  .  „v"_*iNo,   sir.'*     "Then   I   am 

id  |ro"     I  was  not  ttf mid 

1 1  Lion  would  be  prtt^veuled 

- ;  but  I  doubled  that  it 

to  prevail  on  Dr.  Johu- 

the  felicity  of 

if  ho  ciiix  enjoy 

■   *  to  moke 

II  insipid 


iUtt  In  Ihe 


r**»,  (T»»iii  ro(* 


0f  vA^  mtmg  tiU  Mttram  <tf  fime  tJlIf  name 
t^natniwii  itut.  iTnd  (ratkrtM  «U  tttjantf, 
''art,  aitrmtartt  Mnit, 
im4  p«r*i»kc  the  £<ttf  r  " 


'  vHt.  and  thtti 

iht<fv  /f*tm   Mil 

'ptnrtttmr*" 


or  irkjome*  I  doubted  that  h«  wouM  not  be 
willing  to  come  down  from  hi^  ck'valed  stute  of 
philoHophical  dipiity  ;  from  a  jrwpei  iori  ty  of 
wisdom  anion*j;the  wise,  and  of  learning  nn»ong 
the  learneil ;  and  from  ItaHlnn']^  htii  wit  tipou 
niinriis  bri^'ht  enough  to  reflect  tL 

He  hud  ilisappoint€d  my  expectations  so 
loti^,  that  I  be«ran  to  despair ;  but,  in  spring, 
177;J,  he  talked  of  eominjjf  to  Sj.<jtlutul  that 
year  with  so  much  firmnc^ss  that  1  hoped  he 
wttjj  at  hist  in  earnest.  I  knew  thrtt»  if  he  were 
once  launched  from  the  mctrojw»b»,  he  would 
go  forward  very  well ;  and  1  got  our  common 
friends  there  tt/ assist  in  setting  him  afloat.  To 
Alrs.Thrale,  in  particular,  whose  enchantment 
over  him  seldom  failed,  I  was  mm  h  obliged.' 
It  waa,  '*ril  give  thee  a  wind."  —  **Thou  art 
kind/*  To  attract  him,  vn^  had  invitntlona 
from  the  chiefs  Macdontdd  and  Alaclood ;  anfl, 
for  adiiitional  aid,  1  wrote  to  Lord  Klibank, 
Dr.  William  Robertson,  amd  Dr.  Beattic, 

To  Dr.  Robertson,  so  fiir  aa  my  letter  con- 
cerned the  present  subjecl,  I  wrote  tw  fol- 
lows :  — 

"  Our  friend,  Mr  Samuel  Johnson,  in  in  gr«at 
health  and  tpirits ;  and,  I  do  ihiitk.  Iijik  a  keriims 
rc&olution  to  visit  ScotUnd  tbi«  year.  The  more 
attraction,  howerur,  Ihe  bett«r;  anH.  thcTpfore. 
thaugb  I  know  be  will  be  bjippytn 
it  will  forward   the  scheme,    if.   i  . 

this,  you  exprcis  yourself  coMCen  .  ^  i  J.  ...i 
power  of  witicb  you  are  »o  tuippily  p*i!iAc^<«cd,  and 
which  may  be  *o  direeted  as  tu  upentte  stnmgly 
upon  him." 

Ills  answer  to  that  part  of  my  letter  was 
quite  as  I  could  have  wished.  It  was  written 
with  the  atldfcas  and  persuoaion  of  the  lii*UK 
riun  of  America. 

"  When  1  saw  you  last,  you  guvp  uh  Mnme  hnpen 
Ihftl  you  might  prevail   with  Mr.  .^ 
out   that  excursion   to  Scotland,  ^ 
tion  of  which  we  have  long  flottvi^..     ...  ......      li 

he  could  order  matter*  so  aa  to  paa«  wtuv  imto  kn 
Edinburgh,  about  the  close  of  the  »ummt'r  s.tf»9«un, 
and  then  vi4.It  u>me  of  thr  Highland  icviieK,  I  am 
confident  he  woutd  be  pU'AH'd  with  the  f^raud  fea. 
turas  of  aiture  in  many  puri^  of  thiH  country  t  h« 
will   meet   witli    many    perv>n5   here  who  nrspeet 


tiinltl«*«>r  writhtf;  From  tfnnr  tn  (Imp.  You  iwaj'  now  efmcwi'^* 


lo  many  pA 

Yrt.  -ii    It  \< 


!  nMfttuM  M  At  4*4. " 
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)itui»  And  some  whom  I  oin  persuaded  lie  will  think 
not  unworthy  of  hi*  esteem.  1  wish  he  would 
make  the  *;ji{jcrim«nt.  He  (sometimes  cracks  his 
jokcR  upon  U!t;  but  he  will  Bn(i  thnt  we  can  dls* 
tinguish  between  the  stabs  of  nmlevoleiice  mid  the 
rebukes  of  the  righteous  which  are  like  excellent 
oil  *,  und  brejik  not  the  heftd.  Ofll-r  my  best  com- 
pliments to  him,  and  assure  him  that  I  s.hftli  be 
happy  to  have  the  &utlsfaction  of  seeing  him  under 
my  roof." 

To  Dr.Beattie  I  wrote,  "  The  cliief  intention 
of  this  letter  h  to  inform  you,  thut  I  now  t^«- 
riously  Indic^ve  Air.  Suumel  Johnson  will  visit 
Scotland  this  ycnr:  but  I  wish  tlmt  every 
power  of  attraction  may  be  eraj)Ioyed  to  secure 
our  having:  so  viUuuble  an  8w:qniAitfon,  u««l 
therelbre  I  Uothj  you  will,  without  dtday,  write 
ti»  m&  what  I  know  yon  think,  that*  I  may 
read  it  to  the  mighty  sage,  with  proper  cm* 
j)Uai»ist  before  I  leave  L.outiuu,  which  I  must 
do  sioon.  Ue  talks  of  you  with  the  same 
warmth  that  he  did  last  year.  We  are  to  see 
as  much  of  Scotland  as  we  can,  in  the  moutba 
of  Au^at  And  September.  We  shall  not  ha 
long  of  being  at  Mariaehal  College.'  He  is 
purticulai'ly  desirous  of  seeing  some  of  the 
Wcjtem  Islands.** 

Dr.  Beattie  did  better :  ip^e  venit.  lie  was, 
however,  so  polite  as  to  wave  his  privilege  of 
«//  ntihi  re&cribaa^  and  wrote  from  Edinburgh 
tu5  follows :  — 

"  Your  very  kind  wid  agrecoblc  favour  of  the 
'iOlh  of  April  overtook  rne  here  yesterday,  rtflter 
hnving  gone  to  Aberdeen,  whteh  place  I  icfl  about 
a  week  Uj^o.  I  mn  to  set  out  this  diiy  fur  London, 
and  hope  to  have  the  hunour  uf  paying  my  re^pect& 
to  Mr.  Johtison  and  you,  about  a  week  or  ten  days 
hence.  I  shnll  then  do  what  I  can  to  enforce  the 
topic  you  mention  ;  but  at  present  I  cannot  enter 
upon  it,  iifi  I  am  in  a  very  great  hurry,  for  I  intend 
to  begin  my  journey  within  an  hour  or  two," 

He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  threw  fmoie 
pleasing  tnotivea  into  the  northern  aeale.  But, 
tn<leed»  Mr.  Johnson  loved  all  that  ho  heurdt 
from  one  whom  he  tells  ub,  in  his  Lives  of  the 
Poet*,  Gray  found  "  a  poet,  a  pliilo&opher,  autl 
a  good  mun." 

M.^  Lord  Elibank  did  not  answer  my  letter 
to  his  lordsliip  for  some  time.  The  reason  will 
appear  when  we  come  to  the  IaIc  of  Sky.  1 
shall  then  insert  my  letter,  with  letters  from 
his  lordship,  both  to  myself  an«l  Mr.  Johnson. 
I  be*  it  mfiy  be  uu^lerstoiid,  tliat  I  insert  my 
own  letters,  aa  1  relate  my  own  sayings,  rather 
OS  keys  to  what  is  valuable  belonging  to  others, 
than  for  their  own  sake. 

Luckily  Mr.  .lustioe  (now  Sir  Robert) 
Chambers,  who  %va5  nbout  to  sail  for  the  Eaat 
Indies,  wag  golngr  to  tak<;  leave  of  his  relations 
at  Newcastle,  and  he  conducted  Dr.  Johnson 


I  Our  rdnttl  Kdmund  Duikr.  who,  bf  thU  tlRi«>,  had  n^ 
t*imt  snrpi**  prrtty  wrvi-rf  ttrokei  frofn  Ilf.  Juhnaon,  on 
Moount  nf  X\i<>  iinhAfipy  dlfl>rM)r'«  In  IhHr  fmUtlri.  Ufinn  my 
rofMttiitjr  chii  pguugo  lo  him,  ncliumftj.  "  Oil  M  vltriul  !  *' 


to  that  town;  whence  he  wrote  mc  Ihc  fol* 

lowing : — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

'•  Die  A  a  .Slit, —  I    came  hitK  iii,    and 

hupc,  but  do  not  abwlulely  pr-  in  Edin* 

burgli  on  Saturday,  Beat  tic  wiil  tioi  come  to 
&oun.     I  am,  Sir,  your  mo»t  humble  $ef  »ant, 

"  SaM.  JoHiraoif. 

"  Bffy  compUments  to  your  lady.*' 

Mr.  Scott,  of  UniverBity  College,  Oxford, 
afterwards  Sir  WUlifim  Serdt  and  Lord  Slow- 
ell,  aceompanied  him  from  thenee  to  Edin- 
burgh. \\  ith  «uch  propitiom*  convnya  dt«!  he 
proceed  to  my  native  city.     But,  L  lur 

should  make  it  he  supposed  he  u  at 

by  BCQ^  I  choose  t<i  mention  that  ii*'  fnivLiied 
in  post-<-hai8C8,  of  which  the  rapiii  iniition  was 
one  of  hia  most  f^ivourite  aniUAcrnents. 

Dr.  Samuel  John.'ion'a  character,  religiouj, 
moral,  poIitTcid,  and  literary,  nay,  his  figure 
and  maimer,  are,  1  believe,  more  generallv 
known  than  those  of  almost  any  man  ;  yet  it 
may  not  be  superfluous  here  to  attempt  a  skeuh 
of  him.  Let  my  reJiders,  then,  remember  that 
be  was  a  aineere  and  zealous  Christian,  of  high 
church  of  England  and  monarchical  principles, 
which  he  would  not  tamely  sufTex  to  be  qaci^ 
tioned ;  steady  and  inflexible  in  miuntiiining  the 
obligations  of  piety  and  virtue,  both  from  % 
regard  to  the  order  of  society,  and  from  a 
veneration  for  the  Great  Source  of  all  order  \ 
correct,  nny,  stem  in  hw  taste ;  hart!  to  please, 
and  easily  oifeuded ;  impetuous  and  irritable 
in  his  temper,  but  of  a  most  huniauv  un*l  Ik*- 
uevolent  ncart ;  having  a  mind  s^tored  w  iiii  a 
vast  and  various  collection  of  leartitng  and 
knowledge,  which  he  communicated  with  pecu- 
liar perspicuity  and  force,  in  rich  and  choice 
expre5t^ion.  He  united  a  roost  lonjical  head 
with  a  most  fertile  imagination,  which  ^ave 
him  an  extraordinary  advaul-age  in  nrja^ung-; 
for  he  could  reason  close  or  wide,  as  be  saw 
bet^t  for  the  moment.  He  could,  when  he  cbos« 
it,  be  the  greatest  sophist  tli  ^  '  -  ^i.-hJetl  « 
weapon  in  the  aehoula  of  d-  but  bo 

indulged   thia  only   in   corn ^.i'   lu* 

owned  he  sometimes  talked  lor  vk  v^ 

too  conscientious*  To  make  erntrpr  nid 

pernicious  by  delil>erately  writing  it. 

He  was  consciouii  of  his  5Ui>eriority.  He 
loved  praise  when  it  was  brought  tt»  him  ;  bat 
was  too  proud  to  i^eek  for  tt^  He  waa  some- 
what susceptible  of  tbttmv  His  mind  was 
so  fill!  of  imagery,  that  he  might  luive  becii 
perpetually  a  poet.  It  has  orten  l^ 
iniirked,  that  in  his  poetical  pieces,  w!: 
to  be  resetted  are  so  few,  because  so  e.v*  vj,i, 
hia  style  is  easier  than  in  his  pn>5e.    Tbt 

:  Thtf,  1  find,  it  a  Scnttldnri.     I  ihoiil  I 
iivill  tint  tir  loiif  befiirn  vt  ib&ll  h<-  .i!  ^\<v 
Bo^wtLL.     Inipltr  of  th!«  * 
thr  «iifP»"  ormt,  "  Th<*  li{tht  T 
twaring  him  to  Jarlok.*'    Pin, 
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deception  in  this :  it  is  not  easier,  but  better 
suited  to  the  dignity  of  verse;  as  one  may 
dance  with  grace,  whose  motions,  in  ordinary 
walking,  in  the  common  step,  are  awkwara. 
He  had  a  constitutional  melancholy,  the  clouds 
of  which  darkened  the  brightness  of  his  fancy, 
and  eave  a  gloomy  cast  to  his  whole  course  of 
thinkmg :  yet,  though  sr&ve  and  awful  in  his 
deportment,  when  he  thought  it  necessary  or 
proper,  he  frequently  indulged  himself  in  plea- 
santry and  sportive  sallies.  He  was  prone  to 
superstition,  out  not  to  credulity.  Though  his 
imagination  might  incline  him  to  a  belief  of 
the  marvellous  and  the  mjrstcrious,  his  vigor- 
ous reason  examined  the  evidence  with  jea- 
lousy.  He  had  a  loud  voice,  and  a  slow,  de- 
liberate utterance,  which  no  doubt  gave  some 
additional  weight  to  the  sterling  metal  of  his 
conversation.  Lord  Pembroke  said  once  to 
me  at  Wilton,  with  a  happy  pleasantry,  and 
some  truth,  that  **  Dr.  Johnson  s  sayings  would 
not  i^jpear  so  extraordinary,  were  it  not  for  his 
bow-wow  way.**  But  I  admit  the  truth  of  this, 
only  on  some  occasions.  The  Messiah  placed 
upon  the  Canterbury  or^an  is  more  sublune 
than  when  played  on  an  inferior  instrument ; 
but  very  shght  music  will  seem  grand,  when 
conveyed  to  the  ear  throiigh  that  majestic  me- 
dium. While,  therefore.  Dr.  Johnson's  sayings 
are  read,  let  his  manner  be  taken  along  with 
them.  Let  it,  however,  be  observed,  that  the 
sayings  themselves  are  generally  great ;  that, 
though  he  might  be  an  ordinary  composer  at 
times,  he  was  for  the  most  part  a  Handel. 

His  person  was  large,  robust,  I  may  say  ap- 
proaching to  the  gigantic,  and  grown  unwieldy 
from  corpulency.  His  countenance  was  na- 
turally ot  the  cast  of  an  ancient  statue,  but 
somewhat  disfigured  by  the  scars  of  that  evil, 
which,  it  was  formerly  imagined,  the  royal 
touch  could  cure.  He  was  now  in  his  sixty- 
fourth  year,  and  wa.s  become  a  little  dull  of 
hearing.  His  sight  had  always  been  somewhat 
weak ;  yet,  so  much  does  mind  govern,  and 
even  supply  the  deficiency  of  organs,  that  his 
perceptions  were  uncommonly  quick  and  ac- 
curate. His  head,  and  sometimes  also  his  body, 
shook  with  a  kind  of  motion  like  the  efi^oct  of 
a  palsy:  he  appeared  to  be  frequently  dis- 
turbed by  cramps,  or  convulsive  contractions ', 
of  the  nature  of  that  distemper  called  St. 
Vitus*s  dance.  He  wore  a  full  suit  of  plain 
brown  clothes,  with  twisted  hair-buttons  of 
the  same  colour,  a  large  bushy  greyish  wi^,  a 
plain  shirt,  black  worsted  stockings,  and  silver 
Wklcs.  Upon  his  tour,  when  journeying,  he 
wore  boots,  and  a  very  wide  brown  cloth  great 


>  Such  Ui<7  appeared  to  me  ;  but,  tinc«  the  first  edition, 
tit  JothuA  Rejmoldi  haa  obtervcd  to  me,  that  "  Dr.  Johnson's 
ntnordinary  frMturea  were  onljr  habiti.  in  which  he  Indulged 
Matdf  at  certain  timet.  When  in  company,  where  he  wai 
■ot  tnf,  or  when  engaged  eamettly  in  conversation,  he  nerer 
li«f  way  to  such  hablta,  which  proves  that  they  were  not 
mroIuDUry."  1  still,  however,  think  that  these  gestures 
•«re  mvoluntary ;  for  surely,  had  not  that  been  the  case,  he 


coat,  with  pockets  which  might  have  almost 
held  the  two  volumes  of  his  folio  Dictionary ; 
and  he  carried  in  his  hand  a  large  English  oak 
stick.  Let  me  not  be  censured  for  mentioning 
such  minute  particulars :  every  thing  relative 
to  so  great  a  man  is  worth  observing.  I  re- 
member Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his  rhetorical 
lectures  at  Glasgow,  told  us  he  was  jo^lad  to 
know  that  Milton  wore  latchets  in  his  shoes 
instead  of  buckles.^  When  I  mention  the 
oak  stick,  it  is  but  letting  Hercules  have  his 
club ;  and,  by-and-by,  my  readers  will  find  this 
stick  will  bud,  and  produce  a  good  joke. 

This  imperfect  sketch  of  **  the  combination 
and  the  form  "  of  that  wonderful  man,  whom 
I  venerated  and  loved  while  in  this  world,  and 
after  whom  I  gaze  with  humble  hope,  now 
that  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  call  him 
to  a  better  world,  will  serve  to  introduce  to 
the  fancy  of  my  readers  the  capital  object  of 
the  following  journal,  in  the  course  of  which  I 
trust  thej  will  attain  to  a  considerable  degree 
of  acquamtance  with  him. 

His  prejudice  against  Scotland  was  an- 
nounced almost  as  soon  as  he  began  to  appear 
in  the  world  of  letters.  In  his  "  London,"  a 
poem,  are  the  following  nervous  lines :  — 

'*  For  who  could  leave,  unbribed,  Hibemia's  land  ? 
Or  change  the  rocks  of  Scotland  for  the  Strand? 
There  none  are  swept  by  sudden  fiite  away ; 
But  all,  whom  hunger  spares,  with  age  decay.** 

The  truth  is,  like  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans,  he  allowed  himself  to  look  upon  all 
nations  but  his  own  as  barbarians :  not  only 
Hibemia  and  Scotland,  but  Spain,  Italy,  and 
France,  are  attacked  in  the  same  poem.  If  he 
was  particularly  prejudiced  against  the  Scots, 
it  was  because  they  were  more  in  his  way ; 
because  he  thought  their  success  in  England 
rather  exceeded  the  due  proportion  of  their 
real  merit ;  and  because  he  could  not  but  see 
in  them  that  nationality  which  I  believe  no 
liberal-minded  Scotsman  will  deny.  He  was, 
indeed,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  phrase,  at  bot- 
tom much  of  a  John  Bull :  much  of  a  blunt 
true-bom  Englishman.  There  was  a  stratum 
of  common  clay  under  the  rock  of  marble. 
He  was  voraciously  fond  of  good  eating ;  and 
he  had  a  ^eat  deal  of  that  quality  called 
humour,  which  gives  an  oiliness  and  a  gloss  to 
every  other  quality. 

I  am,  I  flatter  myself,  completely  a  citizen 
of  the  world.  In  my  travels  through  Holland, 
Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy,  Corsica,  France, 
I  never  felt  myself  from  home;  and  I  sincerely 


would  have  restrained  them  In  the  public  streets.—  Boiweli. 
See  anli,  p.  42.  Sir  Joshua's  reaM>ning  at  large.  Nntwlth- 
st.inding  which ,  it  seems  the  better  opinion  that  these  gestures 
were  the  consequence  of  nervous  aihctions,  and  not  of  trick 
or  hHbit.  —  Choker. 

s  This  was  no  great  discovery :  the  fashion  of  shoe-buckleB 
was  long  posterior  to  Milton's  day.  —  Ciokib. 
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lovo  "  iTvcry  kindred  and  tximg^je  and  people 
and  nut  ion.**  1  BuWrriln^  to  what  my  late 
truly  learned  and  pJiUotn^phical  triond  Mr. 
Crosbiit  '  suid,  that  I  ho  English  are  better 
unimals  thun  the  Scots ;  ilmy  are  nearer  the 
Buu  ;  their  blood  i*  richer,  and  more  mcdluw : 
but  whi?r*  I  humour  any  iif  iheoi  in  au  outrage- 
ouB  cont4?iiipt  111"  Scoi.lutid,  I  lairly  own  1  treat 
theui  ua  ciiihireu.  And  thus  I  havtv  at  6ome 
moment*,  foiiinl  myself  obliged  to  treat  even 
Dr.  Johnifou. 

To  Sfothiiid,  however,  he  ventured  ;  and  he 
retunud  from  it  in  tp-eut  gnml  humour,  with 
his  prejudi('*-*s  luurh  luKscned,  and  with  very 
ifrateful  feeling*  of  the  hospitality  with  which 
bo  was  trt^utetl ;  m  h  evident  from  that  aduiir- 
nble  work,  hi»  *'  Journey  to  the  Western 
I^laiida  of  Seoilnnd/'  which,  to  my  utter  aato- 
nishuuint,  has  been  misapprehended,  even  to 
raneour,  by  many  of  my  countrymen. 

To  have  the  coinjjany  of  Chambers  and 
Scott,  he  delayed  his  lourney  so  long,  that  the 
court  of  scission,  which  rises  on  the  1 1th  of 
Aujifust,  waa  broke  up  before  he  got  to  Edin^ 
burgh. 

On  Saturday,  the  14th  of  August,  1773,  late 
in  the  evening,  I  received  a  note  from  him, 
that  he  wa*  arrived  at  Boyd'a  inn  '\  at  ttie  head 
of  the  Canongate- 

•♦  Saturday  night. 
"  Mr.  Johnston  sends   hi«  complimenu  to  Mr, 
Botwell,  beuig  just  arrived  at  Boyd*s." 

I  went  to  him  directly,  lie  embrneed  me 
coniiidly;  and  I  exulted  in  the  tliun^iht  that  I 
now  had  liim  actually  in  Caledonia.  Mr, 
S^'.ottV  amiable  ntanners^  and  attaclancnt  to 
our  Socratcss  at  once  united  ine  to  him.  He 
tuhl  tne  that,  before  I  came  in,  the  Doctor  hud 
unluckily  had  a  b.ad  specimen  of  Scottish 
cleanliness.  lie  then  drank  no  fermented 
liqnor.  lie  asked  to  have  his  lemonade  made 
sweeter;  ujK>n  which  the  waiter,  with  his 
greasy  fingers,  lifted  a  lump  of  sugar,  and  put 
It  itiio  it.  The  Doctor,  in  indignation,  threw 
it  out  of  the  window,  Scott  said  he  was  afraid 
he  would  have  knofkcd  the  waiter  down.^  Mr. 
Johtison  [ha^i  since]  told  roe  that  ,such  another 
trii'k  was  olayed  him  at  the  house  of  a  lady  in 
Paris.*  lie  was  to  do  me  the  honour  to  lodge 
under  my  roof.    I  regretted  sincerely  that  1 


the  > 
bot.i 


i>:      ■.■•    1^     ptrtLV 

ii^n,,,,,-'    The 
viiiL-  which  the 


.■he 


ti  fonllDunl  a  pliice  from 


had  not  aImo  a  room  for  Mr.  Scott.  Mr,  Jolm- 
6on  and  I  walked  arm-in-arm,  up  the  High 
Street,  to  my  house  in  Jaine»'s»  Court*;  it  wa8 
a  dugky  night :  I  could  not  prevcttf  hi?«  lM;fing 
asBuiled  bv  the  evening  cHlu via  (' I    '  jh. 

1  heard  a  late  baronet,  of  some  u  in 

I  the  political  world   In   th**  '  il.^ 

present    reiCT,    observe,   tli  -      !i 

I  streets  of  Edinburgh  at  j 
fterilous,  and  a  g<K>d  deal  o' 
perii  is  much  abated,  by  th 
magistnitcs  have  trtken  to  enf*^ce  the  city 
laws  against  throwing  foul  water  from  the 
windows ;  but,  from  the  structure  of  the 
houses  in  the  old  town^  which  consist  of  many 
stories,  in  each  of  wliich  a  different  family 
lives,  and  there  being  no  covered  sewers,  thtf 
odour  still  continueti.  A  zealous  Scotsman 
would  have  wished  Mr.  Johnson  to  be  without 
one  of  his  £ve  senses  uf>on  this  occasion.  As 
we  marched  slowly  along,  he  grumbled  in  my 
ear,  **  I  smell  you  in  the  dark  I "  But  he  ne* 
knowledged  that  the  breadth  of  the  street,  and 
the  loftiness  of  the  buildings  on  each  side, 
made  a  noble  appearance. 

My  wife  had  tea  ready  for  hiro,  which  it  is 
well  known  he  delighted  to  drink  at  all  hours, 
particularly  when  silting  up  late,  and  of  which 
Lis  able  defence  against  Mr,  Jonas  Hanway 
should  have  obtained  him  a  magnificent  reward 
from  the  East  India  Company,  lie  showed 
much  complacency  ujwn  finding  that  the 
mii^tress  of  the  house  was  so  attentive  to  his 
singular  habit ;  and  as  no  man  coidd  he  snort 
rH>lite  when  he  chose  to  be  so,  his  address  to 
her  w^  most  courteous  and  engnging ;  and  his 
conversation  soon  charmed  her  into  a  forget- 
fulness  of  his  external  appearaiice, 

I  did  not  begin  to  keep  &  regular  full 
journal  till  some  days  after  we  had  *et  niit 
from  Edinburgh;  but  I  have  luckily  pfVicrve<l 
a  good  many  fragments  of  his  Jdemorabiliji 
from  his  very  first  evening  in  Scotland. 

^Ve  had  a  little  before  this  had  a  inal  for 
murder,  in  which  the  judges  had  allow«>d  tli« 
lapse  of  twenty  years  since  its  *:  '   m 

a  plea  in  bar,  in  conibrmity  wit! 
of  prescription  in  the  civil  law, 
land  and  several  other  countries  in  Europe 
have  adopted.*^  He  nt  first  diss-nT.i..^  -.|  of 
thi;^ ;  but  then  he  thought  then;  v  ug 

in  it  if  there   had  been  for  iwn    ;  a 


^  "  Tbe  hou4e,"  tatd  Lord  Stovrell  tn  me,  '*  «rftf  ik^pi  liy  k 
wonuLu,  ADd  th*?  «a»  called  LucAif",  whtcb  tt  »ann«  !>•  ■jTianj  . 
mom  to  Goodif  fn  HnitUrid.  I,  ai  flrn.  thoiighl  Ihw  «hwU 
Ifltian  Tcry  in]ip|irr>priatc.  And  that  Vntuchp  wauld  Ka««tjM« 
better,  for  Dr.  Jotimon  had  a  tnind  to  havr  thrvwfi  Ui» 
wniter,  Jta  well  a*  the  Umowute,  out  of  tt>«  »]u#vfr. — 
Ckokkk. 

*  S*M>  pntt.  Not.  J77ft^  —  C. 

*•  "  Kntw  rll  hAi  V.  rr  V.rtTT„liiiTrn»  «nH  »prtoloij;»  ronmt^  trv«l 
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n«*{jIcot  to  ptosectitr  a  mrae  which  was  known. 
He  iviMild  ni>t  allow  fhjit  h  mwrdtr,  l«v  not 
Ihsjt  n-d    for    twenty  ycom^   »uould 

e»cuj  Miient-   'Wc*  talke^i  of  tlju  anrient 

iHftl  bv  tiuei,     lie  tlid  not  tltink  it  so  iihsunl 
ft*  i*  itMirrdly  sii|)f>t»seci  i  "  for,"  ssiiil  Uc,  **  it 
iillowcd  when   tit*?  quest  ion  vrns  in 
1.  n*  '»h*fU  one  a(Timit?<l  aud  anotlitT 
tj.vt  tlicy  had  u   notion  that   iVovi- 

dcti'  interfere  in   favour  of  bim  who 

waa  111  'in:  n^lit,  Bul  u»  It  was  found  that,  in 
m  duel,  he  who  vtm  in  the  ri^^ht  liad  not  a 
listt/**- '  ^ir<rw'i'  ttLiTi  lip  u4iM  iwiKi  111  ilie  wrongs 
tlirr  <tt  modie  of 

trj»i  ^  ,^  ni  who  is  in 

tKo  right." 

\A'o  fnt  trll  n«»«r  two  in  the  morning,  having 

1  while  ftft«r   my  wife  left  us. 

d,  ihot,  to  show  lUl  respt^et  to 

ould  glvt  up  her  own  Wdrhani- 

I  takt^  a  worse.     This  I  cnnnnt 

!niiv  mention  us  one   of  a  thousand 

I ■>  which  I  owe  lier,  since  the  ^eut 

»M>ii^.MM.ii  *d'  her  being  pleaaed  to  accept  of 

me  wk  her  Lu^bund. 

Sumhift    Aup,     1.5. — Mr.    Scott  e»me   to 

bpeiikfaet,  at  »ehich  I  intToduced  to  Dr.  John- 

•on,  ami  him»  my  friend  .Sir  Willijun  Forbes, 

tiuw  of  PitdligoV  tk  man  oi*  whom    l^»o  mueh 

pnfsrt  rrjniint  Im*  ^nid ;  whii^  with  disttnri^tjifihed 

(ion  in  his  profession  of  a 

II  ^ood  conj^mnion  Knd  a 

^^  I  think,  h  ii;iyinj;enou;rh. 

to  record,  that  once,  when 

'Inesa,  he  wns  watched 

"-'nsion  of  a  j^enend 

ra-..M  his  bou50  wa*  beset 

wijL  s,  and,  upon  hii»  re- 

r. .V,  '.Utf   universal  chorus 

uitrvmen. 

1  ^n(h   my  dauehter 

; months  old. 

iiil^  to  him. 

'Uied  Jo  lii.1'  U>  lie  intended  for 

»;    ttud  when  he   stopped   she 

1i-  a  little  infantine  noixen, 

d  for  him  to  bet; in  a^ain. 

nni'  '         to  him,  which  waui  ft 

fin**  ,   that  his  fi;;ure  WAS 

nirt  >    i    iv.i^Mie.-id   for   him  endcare<l 

her  to   me,   and    1    declared    she 

•JiMi  _    Lvt?  hundred  pounds  of  additional 

ikcd  of  the  practice  of  the  law.     Sir 
UtiiuBo  Forbes  naiil,  liir  (iiyughl  &ii   honest 


lawyer  shnuld  never  undertake  n  etiuse  whith 
ho  wiu  Bfttiftficd  W113  not  a  just  una  **  Sir»*^ 
gaid  Mr  Johnson,  **«  Inwyer  hn*  no  businexB 
with  the  justice  or  injusiice  of  the  cuuse  which 
he  luideHakes,  unIet»H  liin  clleni  ntki  hii  opi* 
nion,  and  then  he  is  boun*!  to  give  it  honestly. 
The  justice  or  injustice  of  the  cau*e  id  to  bf 
decided  by  ihe  judge.  Consider,  Sir,  what  t» 
the  purpose  of  conrt^  of  justice  ?  It  is,  that 
every  man  may  have  Ins  cause  fairly  trie<i  by 
men  app«»nteti  to  try  causes.  A  lawyer  is  not 
to  tell  whiit  he  knows  lo  be  a  lie  :  he  is  not  to 
produce  what  he  knows  lo  !»•'  » t  ^l^^^  '^'od;  but 
he  is  not  to  usurp  the  provii!  ury  wnd 

of  the  judge,  and  determine  il  be  the 

effect  of  evidence,  —  what  f-hali  be  the  result 
of  le^al  argument.  As  it  i-arely  happens  that 
n  man  is  fit  Ut  plead  hia  own  caus**,  lawyer*  are 
a  eloi^a  of  the  community  who,  by  study  and 
exjR'rience,  have  acquired  the  art  and  power 
of  ajTftnging  evidence,  nod  of  rtp|ilyiiii!  to  the 

{K)ints  at  issue  what  tli  '  '  settled.  A 
Hwyer  is  to  do  for  his  •  at  his  client 

might  fairly  do  for  hiui-"- m,    u   u     ''       If, 

by  a  superiority  of  attention,  of  1  of 

skill,  and  a  better  method  of  cim  ri, 

be  has  the  advantage  of  his  advcj  -u 

advantage  to  whk'h  he  is  entitled.  r.-^i 

n  I  ways  be  some  advanta^  on  one  fide  or 
rtther ;  and  it  is  better  th»t  advantagie  »hoidd 
be  h.id  by  talents  tlian  by  chance.  If  lawyers 
were  to  undertake  no  cau."*ea  till  they  were  sure 
rhcy  were  Just,  a  man  mi^ht  be  preclutJed 
a] together  from  a  trial  nf  hi&  claim,  though, 
were  it  judicially  examined,  it  might  be  fuund 
n  very  just  claim."  This  vrns  aound  practical 
dor'—  >       1^ 'Iv  repr«.'6sed  ft  too  roftned 

J _..,.. ui*  time  a  common  topic 

of  discourse,  lyr.  Johnson  ro^rellfd  it  ;w 
hurtful  to  human  hafiiiincMs ;  *' For,"  said  he, 
"it  sprejuia  mankind,  which  weakens  the  de- 
fence of  a  nation,  and  lej^eri*  the  cximfort  of 
liviitji.  Mcti,  ihiidy  ftcnttered,  make  a  fthift, 
but  a  bad  shift,  without  many  thin^.  A  puiith 
i»  ten  railc5  off;  theyll  do  without  a  nail  or  a 
staple,  A  tailor  is  for  from  them:  tliey'U 
botch   their   own      '   '■  ^     ' 

uentraled  which  p' . 

,Sir  Wdliam  liiM.-,  ....  '     m'- 

coinpttuied  Mr.  Johnson  to  tii  d 

by  Lord  Chi''f^ll:"-"n  >^"ii«li  A' 

die  Church  i  v*  Mr-  Carr, 

the  senior   <!    ,.  i    from    these 

wordj,  —  ^*  Because  the  Lord  reignelli,  let  the 


con- 

iCL't 

I 


tvittllr.  *in4  i»  %♦  worthy  a  m««  m  M**"*      I 


n»4'i',  t  «».»•  fK.-io'ii  mil*  4U  Oil-  .jirr'Nftnii  ...i  i.ntHi,,!.   iiw 


.1  IM  ii-iic  «  lulr  uppiiTluau^  to  let  il  b* 
It. 
1*6.  346.  — C. 


J 
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eortli  be  glad."  I  was  sorry  to  think  ft'Ir. 
Jolinsoii  did  not  attend  to  tne  sermon^  Mr. 
Carr*s  low  voice  not  being  strong  enough  to 
reach  his  hestring,  A  selection  of  Mr.  Carr'a 
sermons  haa  since  his  dtyith  been  publiaUccl  by 
Sir  Williani  Forbes,  antl  the  world  has  ao- 
kuowleilge4i  their  uncommon  merit.  I  mu  well 
nsaured  Lord  Mansfield  has  pronounced  them 
to  be  excellent.' 

Here  T  obtained  a.  proniiiie  from  Lord  Chief 
Baron  Orde,  that  he  would  dine  at  ray  house 
next  duy.  I  presented  Mr.  John.wn  to  his 
Icirdsliip,*  who  nolitely  said  to  him,  "  1  have  not 
the  honour  of  Knowin|x  you  ;  but  I  hope  for  it, 
and  to  Bce  you  at  my  house.  1  am  to  wait  on 
yuti  to-morrow-  '*  This  respectable  English 
judge  will  be  long  rememlvered  in  Scotland, 
where  he  buUt  an  elegant  house,  and  lived  in 
it,  ma^nificcntiy.  Hi*  own  ample  fortune,  with 
the  addition  of  his  salary,  enabled  hun  to  be 
splendidly  hospitable.  It  may  be  fortunate  for 
Hii  individuftl  amongst  ourselvejj  to  be  Lord 
Cbief  Huron,  and  a  most  worthy  man  *  now 
has  the  ofBce ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  better  for 
Set}tlanti  in  genei-al,  that  some  of  our  public 
employment}*  should  be  filled  by  gentlenien  of 
distiuctioD  from  tlie  south  side  of  the  Tweed, 
as  we  have  the  benefit  of  promotion  in  Eng- 
buid.  Such  an  interchange  woiUd  make  a 
beneficial  mixture  of  manners,  and  render  our 
union  more  complete.  Lord  Chief  JJaron  Orde 
was  on  ^ood  terms  with  us  all,  in  a  narrow 
country,  filled  with  jarring  interest?,  and  keen 
partie* ;  and,  though  I  well  knew  his  opinion 
to  ll>e  the  same  with  my  own,  he  kept  hnnself 
aloof  at  a  very  criticol  periml  indeed,  when  the 
r)ou*rlas  cause  shook  the  sacred  security  of 
birthright  iu  Scotland  to  iti»  foundation;  a 
cause  which,  had  it  hnpjjened  before  the 
Union,  when  there  was  no  appeal  to  a  British 
House  of  Lords,  would  have  left  the  great 
fortn^ss  of  honoiirs  and  of  proi>erty  In  mms.^ 

When  we  got  hotne^  Dr.  Jolinson  desired  to 
see  my  book^.  He  touk  down  Ogden's  Ser- 
mons on  Prayer,  on  which  I  set  a  very  high 
value,  having  been  much  edified  by  them,  und 
he  retired  with  them  to  his  rocmi,  He  did  not 
stay  looff,  but  soon  joined  us  in  the  drawing- 
room.    I  presenttsd  to  him  ]SLr.  Robert  Ar> 


I  Thf  Ro*.  Ornrg*  Catt  w«c  bom  at  Kwcutle,  February 
1Q,  I7A<,  iind  ditnl  iuddcnljr  on  Sunday,  Aiii^Ut  \h.  IHC  — 

W»I«!HT. 

*  Jttinpt  M^fiit^'Otnprj'.  crentwl  a  baronet  In  1*^01.  on  hit 
rialicttiittfu  of  ihe  office  of  Chlvf  D«ron.    tie  dle«1  Id  |m(13. 

>  It  mii'^t  br  ncollectKl  that  Mr.  Dotwtlt  wm  tint  <inl]' 
cminiH,  hut  a  *loI*Tit  ttAftitaii  In  tliii  fnun*.  '1  inr.-  wrt*  in 
f*rt,  no  AUcropt  al  *"  ahakinK  »he  lacriNJ  •<■-  'j- 

ngM.*'     Tho  <iu«»tlon  wai.   "  tv  *rkom   lh«  , 
litiiifr'il -,  "  rh.ii  tk,  w|i*':h,T   Mr.  T7ijijnlas  wa»   •  i  \lio 

tan  ,:\     .  I  inUi'T.—  Cur.KrK, 

<<    1  'try  lo  Ihu  Paard  of 

Tri'  '' "*    Arft    111.1   M:inu- 


buihnot  ♦,  a  relation  of  the  celebrut^l  Dn 
Arbuthnotf  and  a  man  of  bteratuio  nud  tji.sto. 
To  him  we  were  obliged  for  a  prr  rn* 

mendation,  which  secured  us  a  v.  ulc 

recijption  at  St,  Andrew's,  and  vvhitii  Dr. 
Joljniion,  in  his  "  Journey,"  ascribes  to  "  some 
invisible  friend." 

Of  Dr.  Beattie,  Mr.  Johnson  said,  "^Sir,  he 
has  written  like  a  man  conscious  of  the  truth, 
and  feeling  his  own  strengths  Treating  your 
adversary  with  respect,  is  giving  him  an  ;mI» 
vantage  to  which  he  vi  not  entitled.  The 
^atest  part  of  men  cjinnot  juj%e  of  reason- 
mg,  and  are  imi>re98ed  by  character ;  bo  ihut, 
if  you  allow  your  adversjwy  a  respectable 
character,  they  will  think,  that  tboiigh  y«u 
differ  from  him,  you  may  be  in  tite  wrc^na;. 
Sir,  treating  your  adversary  with  reflect,  la 
Btriking  soft  in  a  battle.  And  as  to  Iiume,  • 
man  who  ha^  so  much  conceit  as  to  l4.'ll  all 
mankind  that  they  have  been  bubbled  for 
ages,  and  he  is  the  wise  man  who  sees  l>ctteT 
than  they^ — a  man  who  hns  so  little  scrupu- 
losity as  to  venture  to  oppo&e  thone  principles 
which  have  been  thought  neccsaarv  to  human 
happineas  —  is  he  t,o  be  surprised  if  another 
man  comes  and  laughs  at  him?  If  he  i«  the 
great  man  he  thinks  himself,  all  this  cannot 
hurt  him:  it  is  like  throwing  peas  against  a 
rock. "  He  added  *'  something  mtich  loo 
rough,**  both  as  to  Mr.  Hume's  head  and  heart, 
which  1  suppress.*  Violence  15,  in  my  opinion, 
not  suitable  to  the  Christian  cause.  BeVide*,  I 
always  lived  on  good  terms  with  Mr.  Humc^ 
though  I  have  frankly  told  him,  1  r-  -  -  - 
clear  that  it  was  right  in  me  to  keep  * 
with  him.  "But,"  said  I,  '*  how  much  ..,.._. 
are  you  than  your  books !  '*  He  was  rheerfuU 
obliging,  and  instructive ;  he  was  charitable  to 
the  poor ;  and  many  an  agreeable  hour  !»*▼« 
I  passed  with  him.  I  have  preserved  some 
entertaining  and  interesting  memoirs  of  him* 
parttoularly  when  he  knew  himself  to  lie  dying, 
which  I  may  some  time  or  other  communicate 
to  the  world.  1  shall  not,  however,  e."Kt<il  liim 
so  ver^  highly  as  Dr.  Adam  Smith  di>e^  who 
say.%  m  a  letter  to  Mr.  Strahan  the  printer 
(not  a  ctmfidential  letter  to  his  friend,  but  ■ 
letter  which  ia  published*  with  all  formality)  : 


Plots  i  r»tatei  ttiAt  li«  inld  oimn  nnlnpnl  Inflitnl  wh 
•hedQ«4  not  give,  iHit  who  WM  probablj 

GititKMi  (Malunfl  thtJUcht  Glbbm).^  "  Y> 
mM  »4)inf>  onm,  "  lUlnw  him  tht*  h»m*frrf." 
ret»l1''d  ^^  ■  T'  "'"-  "  '"■  ''■-*■■■  '-'■-  *"  v  'I  ■• 

«  ThU 
Honjp   u 

Peoplu  c.i...  .:  '-  : ;,...,      .-   .-:.:.  ..j-.l,-.-, 

excellent    liutorj''  o(   ilnMUruI,  itkti  m  fici^i 
piquet  ffuard.  or  liikv  a  liit  of  quiuck  in«di> 

lull... 


I;  _^,  - 


iMed  lliat  It  «Ai  lomewhat  like  wttat  Mri. 


bLL...„- 
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**  Upon  the  whole,  I  have  always  considered 
him,  both  in  his  lifetime  and  since  his  death, 
as  approaching  as  nearly  to  the  idea  of  a  per- 
feetlj  wise  and  yirtuous  man  as  perhaps  the 
nature  of  human  frailty  will  permit."  Let 
Dr.  Smith  consider,  Was  not  Mr.  Hume  blest 
with  good  health,  good  spirits,  good  friends,  a 
competent  and  increasing  fortune  ?  And  had 
he  not  also  a  perpetual  feast  of  fame  P  But, 
as  a  learned  friend  has  observed  to  me,  "What 
trials  did  he  undergo,  to  prove  the  perfection 
of  his  virtue  ?  Did  he  ever  experience  any 
ereat  instance  of  adversity  ?  "  When  I  read 
uiis  sentence,  delivered  by  my  old  professor  of 
moral  t^ilosophy,  I  could  not  help  exclaiming 
with  the  Psalmist,  "  Surely  I  have  now  more 
understanding  than  mj  teachers !  *" 

While  we  were  talkmg,  there  came  a  note  to 
me  from  Dr.  William  Robertson. 

**  DxAB  Sir, —  I  have  been  expecting  every  day 
to  hear  from  you  of  Dr.  Johnson's  arrival.  Pray» 
what  do  you  know  about  his  motions?  I  long  to 
take  him  by  the  hand.  I  write  this  from  the 
collie,  where  I  have  only  this  scrap  of  paper. 
Ever  yours,  W.  R. 

-  Sunday.- 

It  pleased  me  to  find  Dr.  Robertson  thus 
eager  to  meet  Dr.  Johnson.  I  was  glad  I 
could  answer  that  he  was  come ;  and  I  begged 
Dr.  Robertson  might  be  with  us  as  soon  as  he 
could. 


value  tbe  greatest  ptrt  of  "An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and 
Catoet  oTtlM  Wcaltli  of  Natiuni."  Why  thould  luch  a 
wilier  be  w  fornetlul  of  human  comfort,  as  to  give  any 
cnuntHianee  to  that  dreary  infidelity  which  would  "  malie  us 
ptor  indeed  ?  "  —  Bosvell. 

^  This  was  one  of  the  points  upon  which  Dr.  Johnson  was 
•trangcly  heterodox.  For  surely  Mr.  Burlce,  with  his  other 
Mnarkable  ouahtles,  Is  aUo  dittinguishcd  for  his  wit,  and  for 
wft  of  all  kiDds  too ;  not  m<>r<>ly  that  power  of  language 
wbxh  Pope  chooses  to  denominate  wit :  — 

••  True  wit  Is  Nature  to  adrantai^c  dressM ; 
^'liat  oft  was  thought,  but  ne'er  so  well  exprcss'd ; " 

bat  surprising  allusions,  brilliant  sallies  of  rivaclty,  and 
pteasani  coorelts.  His  speeches  in  parliament  are  strewed 
with  them.  Tuke,  for  insUnce.  the  rariety  which  he  has 
riven  In  bis  wide  range,  yet  exact  detail,  when  exhibiting 
hii  Reform  Bill  And  nis  conversation  abounds  in  wit.  I^t 
■w  put  dovm  a  specimen.  I  told  him  1  had  seen,  at  a  btuC' 
sitetimg  aasemUr.  a  numtier  of  ladies  sitting  round  a  worthy 
and  tall  friend  of  ours  [Mr.  I^ngton],  1ist«Miing  to  his  litera- 
ture. **  Ay."  said  he.  "  like  maids  round  a  M^y-pole."  I 
told  bhn.  I  had  found  out  a  ucrfrct  definition  of  human 
nature,  as  dlrtinguished  from  the  animal.  An  ancient  phi- 
losopher said,  man  was  "a  two-leygrd  animal  without 
fHtbcrs : "  upon  which  his  riv^  save  had  a  cock  plucked 
bare,  and  set  him  down  In  the  school  before  all  the  disciples, 
as  a  **  philosophic  man."  Dr.  Franklin  said,  man  was  "a 
tool-muing  animal,"  which  is  very  well ;  for  no  animal  but 
IM  a  thiiHT  by  means  of  which  he  can  make  another 
But  this  applies  to  very  few  of  the  species.  My 
fcflnltlaD  of  man  Is,  "  a  cooking  animal."  The  beasts  hare 
■amory.  Judgment,  and  all  the  faculties  and  passions  of  our 
aund,  hi  a  eertaln  degree ;  but  nn  beast  is  a  cook.  I'he  trick 
•f  Ike  BODkey  using  the  cat's  paw  to  roast  a  chestnut  Is  onlr 
a  piece  of  shrewd  malice  In  that  turpittima  bestia,  which 
b^Bblaa  OS  so  sadly  br  Its  simtlarity  to  us.  Man  al<me  can 
itma  a  aood  6iA  ;  and  every  man  whatever  Is  more  or  less 
m  eoofc.  u>  saaaonlflf  what  he  himself  eats.  "  Your  definition 
M  flood,**  aakl  Mr.  Burke,  **and  I  now  see  the  full  force  of 
tbaMOimosi  pmrerb,'  There  is  retutm  in  roasting  of  eggs.*  " 
When  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  his  days  of  tumultuo«is  oppoi ition,  was 
Uie  shoulders  of  the  mob,  Mr.  Burke  (as  Mr. 
told  me  himself,  with  classical  admiration)  applied  to 
I  vhak  Horaca  sajrt  of  Pindar,  — 


Sir  William  Forbes,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Ar- 
buthnot,  and  another  gentleman,  dined  with 
us.  "  Come,  Dr.  Johnson,"  said  I,  "  it  is  com- 
monly thought  that  our  veal  in  Scotland  is  not 
good.  But  here  is  some  which  I  belieye  you 
will  like."  There  was  no  catching  him.  John- 
son. **  Why,  Sir,  what  is  commonly  thought, 
I  should  take  to  be  true.  Your  veal  may  be 
good ;  but  that  will  only  be  an  exception  to 
the  general  opinion,  not  a  proof  against  it." 

Dr.  Robertson,  according  to  ^e  custom  of 
Edinburgh  at  that  time,  dmed  in  the  interval 
between  the  forenoon  and  aflemoon  service, 
which  was  then  later  than  now ;  so  we  had  not 
the  pleasure  of  his  company  till  dinner  was 
over,  when  he  came  and  drank  wine  with  us ; 
and  then  b^an  some  animated  dialogue,  of 
which  here  fcSlows  a  pretty  full  note. 

We  talked  of  Mr.  Burke.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
he  had  great  variety  of  knowledge,  store  of 
imagery,  copiousness  of  language.  Robertson. 
"  He  has  wit  too."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  he 
never  succeeds  there.  'Tis  low;  *tis  conceit. 
I  used  to  say,  Burke  never  once  made  a  good 
joke.'  What  I  most  envy  Burke  for  is,  his 
being  constantly  the  same.  He  is  never  what 
we  odl  Humdrum ;  never  unwilling  to  begin 
to  talk,  nor  in  haste  to  leave  off."  Bosweix. 
"  Yet  he  can  listen."  Johnson.  "  No  ;  I 
cannot  say  he  is  good  at  that  So  desirous  is 
he  to  talk,  that  if  one  is  speaking  at  this  end 
of  the  table,  he*ll  speak  to  somebody  at  the 


LlOS  soltUii." 


numeriique  fertur 


Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  who  agrees  with  me  entirely  as  to 
Mr.  Burke's  fertility  of  wit,  said,  that  this  was  "  dignifying  a 

f)un."  He  also  observed,  that  he  has  often  heard  Burke  say, 
n  the  course  of  an  evening,  ten  good  things,  each  of  which 
would  have  served  a  noted  wit  (whom  be  named)  to  lire 
upon  for  a  twelvemonth.  —  Boswbll. 

I  hnd,  since  the  former  edition,  that  some  persons  have 
objected  to  the  instances  which  I  have  given  of  Mr.  Burke's 
wit,  as  not  doing  justice  to  my  very  InKcninus  friend  ;  the 
specimens  produced  having.  It  is  allrgfd,  more  of  conceit 
than  real  wit,  and  being  merely  sportive  sallies  of  the  mo- 
ment, not  justifying  the  encomium  which  ther  think,  with 
me,  he  undoubtedly  merits.  I  was  well  aware,  now  hasard- 
ous  it  was  to  exhioit  particular  instances  of  wit,  which  is  of 
so  airy  and  spiritual  a  nature  as  often  to  elude  the  hand  that 
attempts  to  grasp  It.  The  excellence  and  efficacy  of  a  bom 
mot  depend  frequently  so  much  on  the  occasion  on  which  it  is 
spoken,  on  the  particular  manner  of  the  speaker,  on  the  per- 
son to  whom  it  is  applied,  the  previous  introduction,  and  a 
thousand  minute  particulars  which  cannot  be  easily  eiiumt*- 
rated,  that  it  Is  always  dangerous  to  detach  a  witty  saying 
from  the  group  to  which  it  belongs,  and  to  set  it  before  the 
eye  of  the  spectator,  divested  of  those  concomitant  circum- 
stances, which  gave  It  animation,  mellowness,  and  relief. 
I  ventured,  however,  at  all  hazards,  to  put  down  the  first 
instances  that  occurred  to  me,  as  proofs  of  Mr.  Burke's  lively 
and  brilliant  fancy  ;  but  am  very  sensible  that  his  numerous 
friends  could  hare  suggested  many  of  a  superior  quality. 
Indeed,  the  being  in  company  with  him.  for  a  single  day,  is 
sufficient  to  show  that  what  I  have  asserted  is  well  founded  ; 
and  it  was  only  necessary  to  have  apiwaled  to  all  who  know 
him  Intimately,  for  a  complete  refutation  of  the  heterodox 
opinion  entertained  by  Dr.  Johnson  on  this  subject.  Hf 
allowed  Mr.  Burke,  as  the  reader  will  And  hereafter,  to  be  a 
man  of  consumm.ite  and  unrivalled  abilities  In  every  light 
exreut  that  now  tinder  consideration  ;  and  the  variety  of  his 
allusions,  and  splendour  of  his  imagery,  have  made  such  an 
impression  on  ail  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  superficial 
observers  are  apt  to  overlook  his  other  merits,  and  to  sup« 
pose  that  vit  is  his  chief  and  most  prominent  excHlence  ; 
when  in  fact  it  is  only  one  of  the  many  talents  th^t  he  pos- 
seises,  which  are  so  various  and  extraordliuiry,  that  It  Is 
very  difBcult  to  ascertain  precisely  the  rank  and  value  of 
each.  —  Malomb.  See  post,  SMh  April,  177S.  ~~  C. 
T 


274 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1778w 


otbef  end.  Burke,  Sir,  ia  such  a  man,  tLat  if 
you  met  him  for  the  first  time  in  the  street, 
where  you  were  stopped  by  u  rlrove  of  oxen, 
and  jftu  and  he  stepped  oyide  to  take  sLeltoi' 
but  foT  five  minutes,  beM  talk  to  you  in  sueh  a 
manner,  thut,  when  you  parted,  you  would  say* 
This  Ia  an  extraordinary  roan.  Now,  y«»u  may 
Ijc  lon*^  enough  with  me,  without  findinR  any 
thinj;  extruordinury."  lie  iifiid,  ho  boli».'vtHl 
Btirlii.'  wjL^  iatendcd  fur  the  law  ;  but  cithur 
had  not  money  enoujifh  to  follow  it,  or  had  not 
diligence  enough.  He  6aiil,  he  could  not  un- 
derstand how  a  man  could  apply  to  one  thing, 
and  not  to  another.  Robertson  jjaid,  one  man 
luvl  more  judtrment,  another  more  inuiginatioD. 
Johnson.  ♦'  No,  Sir ;  it  h  only,  one  man  has 
more  mind  than  another,  lie  may  direct  it 
ditrerently  ;  he  may,  by  accident,  see  the  suc- 
ci^as  of  one  kind  of  study,  and  take  a  desire  to 
exeel  in  it.  t  am  persuaded  that  hiid  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  upplied  to  pf>elrvT  he  would  have  made 
a  siL'iy  &m'  epic  poem.  I  coubl  ai>  easily  apply 
to  law  aa  to  tragic  poetry."  '  Bosweu.,  '*  i  et» 
Sir,  you  did  apply  to  tragic  poctryt  not  to 
luw."  Joi]}i»oN.  '•  Because,  Sii-,  1  ha<J  not 
money  to  study  law.  Sir,  the  man  wlio  has 
vigour  may  walk  to  the  east^  just  as  well  as  to 
the  west,  if  he  hapiwDB  to  turn  his  head  thnt 
way."  Dqswelj..  "  But,  Sir,  'tis  like  walking 
up  and  down  a  hill;  one  man  miiy  naturally 
flo  the  om.'  better  than  the  other.  A  bare  will 
run  up  a  bill  best^  from  her  fore-legs  being 
short ;  a  dog  down."  Johnson,  "^y.  Sir; 
that  h  from  mechanical  powers.  If  you  make 
mind  mechanical,  you  may  aiijue  in  that 
manner.  One  mind  is  a  vice,  and  holds  fast ; 
thcre'»  a  j^ood  meniory.  Another  h  a  file ;  and 
he  is  a  disputant,  a  controvcrstaltst.  Another 
is  a  rujjor ;  and  he  is  siircaatieal."  We  talked 
or  Whitfield-  He  said  he  was  at  the  same 
college  wilh   hiui,  and  knew  bim  before  he 
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began  to  be  better  than  other  people  (smiling) ; 
tliat  he  believed  he  sincerely  meant  well,  but 
had  tt  mixture  of  pi»titics  and  oi^tentation : 
whereas  Wesley  thought  of  reliirion  only.* 
Ilobertfion  said,  WhitfieM  had  i>i  iral 

ekxjuence,  which,   if  cuhivateiJ.  ire 

done  ^eat  thinj^.  Johnson.  *-  w  u\.  nir,  I 
take  it  he  was  at  the  height  of  what  hij*  abilities 
cotdd  do,  and  was  sen^Jible  of  it<  lie  had  tiie 
ordinary  advanto^^'o*  of  education ;  but  he 
chose  to  pursue  that  oratory  which  is  for  tiie 
mob/*  B06WBIX.  "  lie  ha*l  great  clfect  on 
the  pasaions."  Johnson.  "  \\  ny,  Sir»  1  don't 
think  so.  He  could  not  represent  a  miccftssion 
of  patheti<;  image?.  lie  vociferated,  and  made 
an  impression.  There^  again,  wa^  a  lulfvi  like 
a  hnmmer."  Dr.  Johnson  now  said,  a  certain 
cimnent  political  friend  ^  of  ours  was  wrong  in 
his  maxim  of  stickin^j  to  a  certain  sot  of  men 
on  all  occasions.  "  I  ean  see  that  a  man  mav 
do  right  to  stick  to  a  party,"  ssiid  hi%  **  tJml  it 
to  say,  he  w  a  Whij;,  or  he  is  a  Tory,  and  he 
thinks  one  of  tho^ie  parties  upf>n  the  whnle  the 
bcist,  and  that  to  nnike  it  prevail,  it  nuisl  be 
generally  supported,  though,  in  parti^.-uhips,  it 
may  be  wrong.  He  takes  its  faggot  of  prin- 
ci])Ies,  in  which  there  are  fewer  rotten  sticks 
than  in  the  other,  though  some  rotten  stick*, 
to  be  sure ;  and  they  cannot  well  be  ^eparattni. 
But,  to  bind  one's  self  to  one  man,  or  one  H*i 
of  men  (who  may  Iw  right  to-<lay,  and  wrong 
to-morrow),  without  any  general  prcferenw  of 
system,  I  must  di5apprti\  e."  * 

lie  told  us  of  Cooke,  who  translaij'd 
Ilesiod,  and  lived  t%venty  years  or>  "  »i.>.i.i  .'i-.i- 
of  PlautUB,  for  whirh  he  waa  : 
subscriptions;  and  that  he  prcMM  ' 
a  club  in  the  following  singular  manner: 
**Thi8  is  the  nephew  of  the  gentleman  who 
was  lately  bung  in  cbiiina  for  mttrdcritig  h& 
brother."  ^ 


tt'hlcti.  the  ioue<^t  a:iil  ul^keiliat  cuiiUjUii^l^tui^  Atr  Upltl 
to|^«Hhrr  ;  and  that  it  (ic)iule«  Iht  Ukt  itAg*  at  jioticiiml  4ie. 
prnvlty." 

Tc»  flmt  •  thoiigtit.  V,: 
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In  the  eTeinT)^  I  mtroduced  to  Mr.  Johnson  ^ 
two  good  friends  <jf  mine,  Mr.  William  NaJme, 
•dTOcnte,  and  Mr.  ITomikon  of  Sundrum,  my 
neigfabour  in  the  countrj,  both  of  whom  supped 
wifi  aa.  I  have  preserreti  nothing  of  what 
paaeAu,  except  that  Dr.  Johnson  di^plaj&d  an- 
other of  his  heterodox  opinions  —  a  contempt 
of  tragic  acting.  He  sudd,  the  action  of  all 
pJfljerB  in  tTogcdy  is  bad.  It  should  be  a 
Duui^i  ^tudj  to  represfl  th4»$G  si^ns  o{  emotion 
and  passion,  aa  thej  are  cdled/  He  was  of  a 
directlj  contrary  opinion  to  that  of  Fielding, 
in  kb  "  Toin  Jintes ; "  wbo  makes  Ponridgc 
eaj  of  Gamckf  **  Whj^  I  could  act  as  well  as 
he  myself  I  am  sur^,  if  I  hurl  seen  a  ghost,  I 
should  have  looked  in  the  very  same  manner, 
and  done  juj^t  ba  he  did/*  For,  when  I  asked 
him,  "  Woiilfl  not  yon,  f*?ir,  start  as  Mr.  Gar- 
rick  does,  if  you  saw  n,  ghost  ?  "  he  answered, 
**!  iKJpe  not.    U  I  did,  I  ohould  frlghtea  the 
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S^mhmngk^  ^  Ojrfffn  tin  Pra^.  —  Lard  Ilmfe*.  — 
J^ttfiif^tmt  JIoH*e^  —  TAe  AdtiKotcx'  Library.  — ^ 
Writim^  dofgedty.  —  The  Unitm.  —  Qutev  Mmy, 
—  Sl  GUart.  —  TA«  Oticffott.  —  The  CoRepe,^ 
/fi^ffoofi  lUuMt,  —  Swift,  —  Witthemfi.  — ■ 
Lterd  Moubffdih  amd  the.  Ouran-Owlany,  — •^Aitort. 
^-  Potiry  and  Le^f^rapAif.  —  Scepticism.  — 
Vaju  and  Sie^ry.  — -  Madaurin.  —  Lit f vary  Pto- 
ptrtyt—  BotttrtTM  Churacttr  cf  Ilimtelf.  — >  7%eff 
kan  Edinburgh, 

Mimdaif^  Ar^nsi  l&h.  —  Da.  William  Ro- 
0C1TSOK  came  to  breakfa^r.  We  tidkcd  of 
Ofdeo  on  Prayer.  Dr.  Johoi^on  said,  '^  The 
saitie  argnmenta  which  are  used  against  God's 
hifariofjf  prayer,  will  sen'e  agaiufi^t  lus  rewarding 
^wmI,  and  punishing  evil,  lie  had  resolved, 
ne  hu  declared,  in  the  former  case  as  in  the 
latter."  He  had  lost  night  looked  into  Lord 
Hdlei's  "Remark.^  im  the  Ili-jtory  of  Seot- 
land.*"     Dr.  Robertson  and  I  said,   it  was  a 

S'tf  Lord  Hailea  did  not  write  greater  things. 
isi    Jonkbip    hud    not    then    published    hh 


I.  la  Jui»rf ,  nil  ^  ttiF c^fiUin  cAiMrd  till  brothpr  lo  bo 
faiUlij  GuriHlt  And  tTiriv-  twrltitripuiilir  murilt^rtil.  (lAptnln 
CdflJgTt  ««.  wlib  tv9  nf  Mi  wrnrnplicei,  ^ii<Tut«d  for  thli 
Cftae  liQ  Ui«  ApHl  (o|l4»«iiTigr-  TljK  clmiTn»i^nn>t  of  thlt 
■SUwffinnl  eisr,  and  icnnr  iiChFr  f^ctt  t-«cititmf<cled  with  tIsU 

wmt  wm  unhiiiftfiT  etniiiniljincri  In  Fouti'^A  litr  rt^dwr  it. 
pntatilf  thai  ke-  had  nm  «lioll)r  ftt-ns^  thii  hcTtd\tarj 
bni^aj-lty  of  tnlnd.  Ths  lut  hafmiiet,  wlrn  rallwl  htm- 
fMir  Jlir  John  DKwIjr,  dlM  in  ]M4),  ■  puur  KriiifEit  or  Wincl<H;»r 
^tum  A&d  (n  Ln4l«rn«-«-^  C»aKRil.  Kixht^'t  Artl  pub* 
IhaOta  via  ■  iHiBplileE  in  (Wrence  as  hH  uncl0'«  fmnmorf  ^  ^ 

W«1.TSS   SrOTT. 

>  1i  m*j  he  Qbvrir^d,  tH«t  T  i!>mrtins«t  call  mj  errnt 
Mm4  Mr.  Jnhnton.  tDnrtlnaei  Or.  J<»hiiimt ;  tht^uirh.  hp  had 
it  tin*  tfatt«  «  Eleetot't  di'Krw  rroni  Trljiltj  rolJ^iee.  Dublin. 
Th*  VifmuMtr  of  fHfani  ^aurw^i-d*  mnfcrrt^l  ft   unan 


Ma  fef  A  dfpknaa,  Ia  tct7  honatmblv  temi. 


It  was  tome 


**  Annals  of  Scotland.**  Jokhsqu.  '*  I  re- 
member 1  was  once  on  a  visit  at  the  bouse  of  a 
lady  for  whom  I  had  a  high  respect.  There 
was  a  good  deaJ  of  company  in  the  room. 
When  they  were  gone,  I  aaid  to  this  lady, 
'  "W'hat  foolish  talking  have  we  had  T^ '  Yes,* 
mid  she,  *  but  while  they  talked,  jou  gaid  no- 
thing/ I  was  struck  with  the  reproof.  How 
mueh  better  is  the  man  who  does  any  thing 
that  ifl  innocent,  than  be  who  does  nothing! 
Be^iides,  I  iovc  anecdotes.  I  fancy  mankind 
may  come,  in  time,  to  write  all  aphoristicallji 
except  in  narrative ;  grow  weary  of  prepar- 
ation, and  connection,  and  illustration,  and  alL 
those  arta  by  which  a  big  book  is  made.  If  a 
man  is  to  wait  lill  he  weaves  anecdotea  mto  a 
system,  we  may  be  long  in  getting  them,  and 
get  but  few,  in  comparison  of  what  we  might 
get," 

Dr.  Robertson  said,  the  notions  of  Eupham 
MacaUan,  a  fanatic  woman,  of  whom  Lord 
Hailea  gives  a  iketeh,  were  stilt  prevalent 
amon^  some  of  the  presbyteriana  ;  and  there- 
fore,  tt  was  right  in  Lord  Hailes,  a  man  of 
known  piety,  to  undeceive  thorn. 

We  walki^d  out,  that  Dr.  Johnson  mieht  see 
some  of  the  things  which  we  have  to  &bow  at 
Edinburgh.  We  went  to  the  Parliament- 
house  %  where  the  parliament  of  Scotland  sat, 
and  where  the  ordmary  lords  of  session  hold 
thebr  courts,  and  to  the  new  sese^ion- house  ad- 
joinmg  to  it,  where  our  court  of  fifteen  (the 
fourteen  onlinaries,  with  the  lord  president  at 
their  head)  sit  m  a  eourl  of  review.  We  went 
to  the  advocate's  library,  of  which  Dr.  Johnson 
took  a  cursory  view ;  and  then  to  what  is  called 
the  Laigb  (or  uiider)  Parliiunent-houae,  where 
the  records  of  Scotland,  which  has  an  universal 
security  by  register,  are  deposited,  till  the 
gTLMit  register  oifice  be  finishetl^  I  was  pJcased 
to  behold  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  rolling  about 
in  this  old  mugaxine  of  a  a  ti  qui  ties.  There 
was,  by  this  time,  a  pretty  numerous  circle  of 
US  attending  upon  him.  Somebody  talked  of 
happy  moments  fur  composition,  and  how  a 
man  can  write  at  one  linie,  and  not  at  another. 
^'Nay,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "a  man  may  write 
at  aoy  time,  if  be  wiJl  set  himself  d&ggedl^  to 
it."* 

I  here  began  to  indulge  old  Scottish  senti- 
ments, and  to  express  a  warm  regret,  that,  by 


thai*  bcfoN?  1  could  tiring  mf  telf  to  full  hint  Tloctor ;  but, 
oi  he  hiu  be#D  hm9  known  bjr  that.  rLlIc,  t  itiall  it}v«  It 
to  him  )n  ttit  T»t  of  thl«  Journal.  —  BOHVrKLk,  JuhnioD 
itrtrf,  It  lecmi,  tJiUed  himiflf  DaeitiT.     S™  flUfjT,  p.  16^.  ^ 

*  It  wu  on  thit  tl»(t  tfi  the  pftrliamen(-hi>(i*e,  th.it  Mr. 
lIpnTy  l^nklnP  (brother  ot  Lonl  uu^rliAn  viA  Lord  Er»ktD<?'^T 
nn^T  belli p  prtfrFntpd  m  Dr.  Johnum  hy  Mr^  m»»eU,  and 
hitrllirf  instil  tib  Ikiw,  illlklMHi  4  ihllHl^t  hitHii  Ifo»«i;ll'l  liind, 
wl:kif]jer3rM|i'  that  It  wtt  tor  \.\if  liifhtot  tilt  Ar.cir.'-.  '^'/i^tTi'-iii 
beuTT.  Tbb  wu  Itiv  lubjctt  of  *  Cti(i;iUporftrf  caricuiire. 
—  WbJciHt. 

*  Thti  ^tat  BpgilFtrT  Offir«  li  t,t\m  one  of  tK»  qrthU 
tecttiriU  bevittiri  of  Kdlnhitrjrh  —  CHciitia, 

*  Tlhli  Word  if  ciiiQQionlf  ijuhhI  to  f  Ifcniry  wlUflilf .  K^rH>TnlK  * 
and  In  th^t  ufiiio  aluou  It  «ttp#4rt  In  t>r.  JMhiiku,|>.  \\ic* 
llontry.  1  t.uppo*«  he  mewii  \tf  ii.  ■■  *Uh  sn  obninatn,  »i>- 
lutlaii,  iliDilw  to  that  of  «  luUira  sum/'—  BoawtLL.        *** 

T   2 


BOSWELrS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1773. 


our  union  with  EiijzlamJ,  we  were  tio  more ; 
oar  independent  kingdom  was  tost.  Johsson, 
**  Sir,  never  talk  of  your  independency,  who 
oould  let  yonr  qneen  retniun  twenty  yeara  in 
captivity,  and  then  be  put  to  death,  without 
even  a  pretence  of  juetjce,  without  your  ever 
ftttetupUng  to  re^icue  her ;  and  such  it  queen 
tiio !  fna  every  man  of  wiy  gallantry  of  spirit 
would  have  Wrifieed  his  hie  for/  Worthy 
Mr-  Janf.^  Kebr,  keeper  of  the  records. 
♦*  Hjili*  our  nation  was  bribed  by  Enf^iish 
tnoney."  Joiitcsos.  "  Sir.  thut  is  no  del'enre  : 
that  innke*  you  wc)rse."  Goo<l  Ma.  Broun, 
keeper  of  t!ie  advocates'  libmry.  *'  We  had 
better  my  nothing  about  it,"  Boswfxl.  **  You 
wouhi  httve  been  glad,  however^  to  have  haxl 
un  Ijiat  war,  Sir,  to  fight  your  battle«  J " 
JoBKfiow.  "  We  should  Imve  had  you  for  the 
same  price,  though  there  had  been  no  union, 
liM  we  nni;ht  have  hiul  Swifs,  or  other  troops. 
No,  no,  I  shall  n^ree  to  a  separation.  You 
have  only  to  go  honey  Just  us  he  had  sanl 
this,  I,  to  divert  the  subject,  showed  him  tlie 
si<?ncd  assurances  of  the  three  successive  kings 
of  the  llunover  family,  to  maint^n  tlie  nrcs- 
byterian  establishment  in  Scotland.  "  We'll 
give  yiiu  that,"  said  lie,  "  into  the  bargain."  ' 

Wc  next  went  to  the  great  church  of  St. 
Giles,  which  has  lost  its  original  magnificence 
in  the  inMiile,  by  bein*  divided  into  four  places 
of  prcsbyterian  worship.  **Come,"  said  Dr» 
Johnson  jocularly  to  Principal  Robertson  % 
**  let  me  «ec  what  was  once  a  church  !  "  We 
entered  that  divi.ii(m  which  was  formerly  called 
ilie  New  Church,  and  of  bite  the  High  Church, 
so  well  known  by  the  eloquence  of  Dr.  Hugh 
Blair,  It  is  now  very  ele<rantly  fitted  up ;  but 
it  wjis  then  shamefully  dirty.  Dr.  Johnson 
said  nothing  at  the  time ;  but  when  we  came 
to  the  great  th><5r  of  the  royal  infirmary,  whore, 
upon  a  lM:>ard,  was  this  inscription,  "  Clean 
your  feet ! '^  he  turned  about  slyly,  and  said, 
**  There  is  no  occasion  for  putting  this  at  the 
do<ir?!  of  your  ehurches  1 " 

We  then  conducted  him  down  the  Post- 
house-stairs,  Pai'liamcut-elose,  and  made  him 
hwk  up  from  the  Cowgate  to  the  highe^tt 
building  in  £dinbui*gh  ^from  which  he  harl 
just  descended),  being  thirteen  floors  or  stories 
from  the  ground  upon  the  back  elevation ;  the 
front  wall  being  built  upon  the  edge  of  (be 
hill,  and  the  back  wull  rising  from  the  bot^)nl 
of  the  hill  peveral  Rtories  before  it  comes  to  n 
level  with  the  front  wall.^  We  proceeded  to 
the  coUe^  with  the  Principal  at  our  heail. 
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Dr  Adam  Fer)»;usson,  whose  "  Ei«ay  on  the 
Historv  of  Civil  Society  **  give*  him  a  reqiect- 
ablc  place  in  the  raaks  of  literature,  wag  with 
us.  A*  the  coU^e  buildings  are  indeed  verjr 
mean,  the  Principal  said  to  Dr.  Johnson,  iJiat 
he  must  give  them  the  eame  epithet  that  a 
Jesuit  did  when  showing  a  poor  college  abn»ati ; 
"  Ha  muteria  nnttrat**  1}t^  John»on  wsut,  h«inr- 
ever,  much  pleased  with  th    '  '  '    ^ith 

the  conversation  of  Dr,  Jai'  ,  lo- 

feasor  of  Oriental  languagiri,  tue  iht  iinni  We 
talked  of  Kennicot's  tnlitian  of  the  Hebrew 
Bible,  and  hoped  it  would  be  quite  faithful. 
JouxsoN.  "  Sir,  1  know  not  any  crime  aa 
gre^t  that  a  mtui  could  contrive  to  coiniuit^  atf 
poisjoning  the  sources  of  eternal  truth.** 

I  pointed  out  to  him  where  there  fonnerlj 
stooa  an  old  wall  enclosing  part  of  the  colle^i?^ 
which  I  remember  bulged  out  in  a  threatening 
manner,  and  of  which  there  was  a  cotumoo 
tradition  similar  to  that  concerning  Bacon*e 
study  at  Oxford,  that  it  would  fall  upon  enmo 
veiy  learned  man.  It  had  some  time  before 
thi.<i  been  tuken  down,  that  the  street  might  lie 
widened,  and  a  more  convenient  wall  built. 
Dr.  Johnson,  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  have  « 

Etcasant  hit  at  Scottish  learning,  said,  "  Tbcjr 
ave  been  afraid  it  never  would  fall," 
We  showed  him  the  royal  infirmary,  for 
which,  and  for  every  other  exertion  of  generous 
public  spirit  in  his  fjower,  that  noble-namled 
citizen  of  Edinburgh,  George  Druuimond\ 
will  be  ever  held  in  honourable  rcmend»raiiee. 
And  we  were  too  proud  not  to  carry  him  tt» 
tiic  abbey  of  Holyrood  House,  that  benutlful 
piece  of  architecture,  but,  alas  !  that  deserted 
mansion  of  royalty,  which  Hainiltonof  Bojigottr, 
in  one  of  his  elegant  poems  calls, 
**  A  virtuous  palace,  where  no  moonrch  ctwtrlls.* 

I  was  much  entertained  while  Principal 
Robertson  fluently  harangue*!  to  Dr,  trohn^in, 
upon  the  spot,  concerning  scenes  of  hi?  erlr- 
brated  History  of  Scotland.  We  surveyed 
that  part  of  the  pjda<:'e  ajipropriated  to  thi* 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  as  keeper,  in  which  our 
beautiful  Queen  Mary  lived,  and  in  which 
David  Kizzio  was  muniorcd,  and  also  the  iKijitc 
room«.  Dr.  Johnson  was  a  great  reciter  of  all 
aorts  of  things,  ficriousor  comical,  1  overheard 
him  repeat injj  here,  in  :i  kind  of  muttering 
tone,  a  line  oi  tbe  old  ballml,  "  Johnny  Arm* 
strong's  Last  Cioo<l  Night." 

**  And  ran  him  through  the  €ilr  brtdy  I"* 

We  returned  to  my  house,  wb«ns  ihfss^  tm 


'  ThU  Innv  l>oii«o  wiu  Ininit  dnwu  in  IHa4.     Th»  MtV  ll 
now  ucrupk'il  by  Str  \Villla<iii  FoHjr»'«  biuk..  —  Cllii«(iMfcit*. 

•    Tbil     OUcdlcm    CTl.tr   0  1  .t,.    fl(,-.(     I..     «:«/.         S ,r«f. 

*Sttt  hb  dfRtb,  *  btiir 
tbc  pubUc  hall  of  tltp  I 

p«D     of    RotlCttio)!     — 

country  U  \n^y\'  •  '  Im  lu-ik  ^Uurh  ii  itcfivraj 

ttic  royal  Infirm  -  >  i  Li 

'  Tb*  «tant)i  f"'K  Oil*  !tn<»  U  — 

"  But  Uv 

A  cow'i-' 

And  t.iii  riHii  ttiruiigr»  tin    uu  iwajy  t  "^  n«>»1 
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him,  at  dinner,  the  Duchess  of  Douglas  \  Sir 
Adolphiis  Guffhton,  Lord  Chief  Baron  [Orde], 
Sir  W  iiliam  1  orbes,  Principal  Robertson,  Mr. 
CuUen,  advocate.  Before  dinner,  he  told  us 
of  a  curious  conversation  between  the  famous 
George  Faulkner  and  him.  Greorse  said,  that 
England  had  drained  Ireland  of  mW  thousand 
pounds  in  specie,  annually,  for  fifly  years. 
•'How  so,  Sir  ?"  said  Dr.  Johnson :  "you  must 
have  very  great  trade  P  "  —  "  No  trade. "  — 
"  Very  rich  mines  ?  " — "  No  mines.** — "  From 
whence,  then,  does  all  this  money  come  ?  *'  — 
^  Come  I  why  out  of  the  blood  and  bowels  of 
thepoor  people  of  Ireland !  ** 

Ele  seemea  to  me  to  have  an  unaccountable 
prejudice  against  Swifl  ^ ;  for  I  once  took  the 
liberty  to  ask  him,  if  Swift  had  personally  of- 
fended him,  and  he  told  me,  he  had  not.  He 
said  tO'day,  "  Swift  is  clear,  but  he  is  shallow. 
In  course  humour  he  is  inferior  to  Arbuthnot ; 
in  delicate  humour  he  is  inferior  to  Addison. 
So  he  is  inferior  to  his  contemporaries,  without 
putting  him  against  the  whole  world.  I  doubt 
if  the  'Tale  of  a  Tub  *  was  his ;  it  has  so  much 
more  thinking,  more  knowledge,  more  power, 
more  colour,  than  any  of  the  works  which  are 
indisputably  his.  If  it  was  his,  I  shall  only 
say,  be  was  impar  nbi.'* 

We  gave  him  as  good  a  dinner  as  we  could. 
Our  Scotch  muir-fowl,  or  grouse,  were  then 
abundant,  and  quite  in  season ;  and,  so  far  as 
wisdom  and  wit  can  be  aided  by  administering 
agreeable  sensations  to  the  palate,  my  wife 
took  care  that  our  great  guest  should  not  be 
deficient 

Sir  Adolphus  Oughton,  then  our  deputy 
commander  m  chief,  who  was  not  only  an  ex- 
cellent officer,  but  one  of  the  most  universal 
scholars  ^  I  ever  knew,  had  learned  the  Erse 
langui^,  and  expressed  his  belief  in  the  au- 
thenticity of  Ossian's  Poetry.  Dr.  Johnson 
took  the  opposite  side  of  that  perplexed  ques- 
tion*, and  I  was  afraid  the  dispute  would  have 
run  high  between  them.  But  Sir  Adolphus, 
who  hsul  a  very  sweet  temper,  changed  the  dis- 
course, grew  playful,  laughed  at  Lord  liloii- 
boddo's  notion  of  men  having  taib,  and  called 
him  a  judge  a  posteriori,  which  amused  Dr. 
Johnson,  and  thus  hostilities  were  prevented. 

At  supper  we  had  Dr.  Cullen,  his  son  the 
advocate,  Dr.  Adam  Fergusson,  and  Mr.  Cros- 
bie,  advocate.  Witchcraft  was  introduced. 
Mr.  Crosbie  said  he  thought  it  the  greatest 


>  Margaret,  daaghter   of  Jainei  Douglas.    Esq.,  of  the 
Xaiot.    "  An  old  lady,"  writes  Dr.  Johnson,  "  who  talks 


Scotch  with  a  paraljrtic  voice,  and  is  scarce  understood 
by  her  own  coantrjmen.'^  —  Lfttert.  —  Crokrk. 

s  There  prnbiibly  was  no  opportunity  for  what  could  be  in 
iCtictDOS  called  pcr$omal  oflence,  as  they  had  never  met ; 
bat  1  suspect  that  the  aOkir  of  the  Dublin  degree  {anti, 
Bl  17.)  nay  have  created  this  prejudice.  B<it  what  could 
JotauoD  mean  by  calling  Swia  "  aMallow  f"  If  he  be  ihal- 
hm.  who,  to  his  department  of  literature,  is  profound  ? 
Wttboot  admitting  that  Swift  was  "  inferior  in  coarse 
koBOiir  to  Arbuthnot"  (of  whose  precise  share  In  the 
to  which  be  it  supposed  to  nave  contributed,  we 
' '     Mt  may  be  observed,  that  he  who  is 


blasphemy  to  suppose  evil  spirits  counteracting 
the  Deity,  and  raising  storms,  for  instance,  to 
destroy  his  creatures.  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir, 
if  moral  evil  be  consistent  with  the  government 
of  the  Deity,  why  may  not  physical  evil  be  also 
consistent  with  it  ?  It  is  not  more  strange  that 
there  should  be  evil  spirits  than  evil  men  :  evil 
unembodied  spirits,  than  evil  embodied  spirits. 
And  as  to  storms,  we  know  there  are  such 
things ;  and  it  is  no  worse  that  evil  spirits 
raise  them  than  that  they  rise."  Cbosbie. 
"  But  it  is  not  credible  that  witches  should 
have  effected  what  they  are  said  in  stories  to 
have  done."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  am  not  de- 
fending their  credibility.  1  am  only  saying 
that  your  arguments  are  not  good,  and  wiU 
not  overturn  the  belief  of  witchcraft.  —  (Dr. 
Fergusson  said  to  me  aside,  *  He  is  right*)  — 
And  then,  Sir,  you  have  all  mankind,  rude  and 
civilised,  agreeing  in  the  belief  of  the  agency 
of  preternatural  powers.  You  must  take  evi- 
dence ;  you  must  consider  that  wise  and  great 
men  have  condemned  witches  to  die.**  Cbosbie. 
''But  an  act  of  parliament  put  an  end  to 
witchcraft."  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  witchcaraft 
had  ceased ;  and,  therefore,  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  passed  to  prevent  persecution  for 
what  was  not  witchcraft.  Why  it  ceased  we 
cannot  tell,  as  we  cannot  tell  the  reason  of 
many  other  things."  Dr.  Cullen,  to  keep  up 
the  gratification  of  mysterious  disquisition, 
with  the  i^ave  address  for  which  he  is  re- 
markable m  his  companionable  as  in  his  pro- 
fessional hours,  talked  in  a  very  entertaining 
manner,  of  people  walking  and  conversing  in 
their  sleep.  I  am  very  sorry  I  have  no  note 
of  this.*  We  talked  of*^  the  ouran-outang,  and 
of  Lord  Monboddo*s  thinking  that  he  might  be 
taught  to  speak.  Dr.  Johnson  treated  this 
with  ridicule.  Mr.  Crosbie  said  that  Lord 
Monboddo  believed  the  existence  of  every 
thing  possible ;  in  short,  that  all  which  is  in 
posse  might  be  found  in  esse.  Johnson.  "  But, 
Sir,  it  is  as  possible  that  the  ouran-outang  does 
not  speak,  as  that  he  spoaks.  However,  I 
shall  not  contest  the  point.  I  sliould  have 
thought  it  not  possible  to  find  a  Monboddo ; 
yet  he  exists."  1  again  mentioned  the  stage. 
Johnson.  "  The  apj)carance  of  a  player,  with 
whom  1  have  drunk  tea,  counteracts  the  ima- 

fination  that  he  is  the  cliaracter  he  represents. 
Tay,  you  know,  nobody  imagines  that  he  is 
the  character  he  represents.    They  say,  '  See 


second  to  the  greatest  masters  of  different  styles  may  be  said 
to  be  the  flmt  on  the  whole.  It  ii  as  certain  that  the  Tale 
of  a  Tub  was  Swift's  as  that  the  Rambler  was  Johnson's.  — 
Choker. 

3  Lord  Stowell  remembered  with  pleasure  the  elegance 
and  extent  of  Sir  Adolphus  Oughton's  literature,  and  the 
suavity  of  his  manners.  —  Ckorer. 

4  A  question  prrpltxed  only  by  national  prejudices. 
hclghteti<>d,  in  a  few  cases,  by  individual  obstinacy.  See 
post,  .St-pt.  '23.  1773.— Crukkr. 

^  Thnre  is  in  theLifeof  Blacklock.in  Anderton's  Brit.  Poets, 
an  aiifvdotc  of  Dr.  Blacklock's  somnambulism,  which  may 
very  probably  have  been  one  of  the  topics  on  this  occasion.— 
Chi^kir. 
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Garrickl  how  he  looks  to-night!  See  how 
he'll  clutch  the  dagger ! '  That  is  the  buzz  of 
the  theatre." 

Tuesday  1  Aug.  17.  —  Sir  William  Forbes 
came  to  brcaklast,  and  brought  with  him  Dr. 
Blacklock,  whom  he  introduced  to  Dr.  Johnson, 
who  received  him  with  a  most  humane  com- 
placency ;  "  Dear  Dr.  Blacklock,  I  am  glad  to 
see  you ! "  Blacklock  seemed  to  be  much  sur- 
prised when  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  it  was  easier 
to  him  to  write  poetry  than  to  compose  his 
Dictionary.  His  mind  was  less  on  the  stretch 
in  doing  the  one  than  the  other.'  Besides, 
composing  a  dictionary  requires  books  and  a 
desk :  you  can  make  a  poem  walking  in  the 
fields,  or  lying  in  bed."  Dr.  Blacklock  spoke 
of  scepticism  in  morals  and  religion  with  ap- 
parent uneasiness,  as  if  he  wished  for  more 
certainty.*  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  thought  it 
all  over,  and  whose  vigorous  understanding 
was  fortified  by  much  experience,  thus  en- 
couraged the  blind  bard  to  apply  to  higher 
speculations  what  we  all  willingly  submit  to  in 
common  life  :  in  short,  he  gave  him  more  fami- 
liarly the  able  and  fair  reasoning  of  Butler's 
Analogy  :  "  Why,  Sir,  the  greatest  concern  we 
have  in  this  world,  the  choice  of  our  profession, 
must  be  determined  without  demonstrative 
reasoning.  Human  life  is  not  yet  so  well 
known,  as  that  we  can  have  it :  and  take  the 
case  of  a  man  who  is  ill.  I  call  two  physicians  ; 
they  differ  in  opinion.  I  am  not  to  he  down, 
and  die  between  them :  I  must  do  something." 
The  conversation  then  turned  on  atheism ;  on 
that  horrible  book,  Systlme  de  la  Nature ;  and 
on  the  supposition  of  an  eternal  necessity  with- 
out design,  without  a  governing  mind.  John- 
son, "if  it  were  so,  why  has  it  ceased?  Why 
don't  we  see  men  thus  produced  around  us 
now  ?  Why,  at  least,  does  it  not  keep  pace, 
in  some  measure,  with  the  progress  of  time  ? 
If  it  stops  because  there  is  now  no  need  of  it, 
then  it  is  plain  there  is,  and  ever  has  been, 
an  all-powerful  intelligence.  But  stay !  (said 
he,  with  one  of  his  satiric  laughs).  Ha !  ha ! 
ha  !  I  shall  suppose  Scotchmen  made  neces- 
sarily, and  Englishmen  by  choice." 

At  dinner  this  day  we  had  Sir  Alexander 
Dick,  whose  amiable  character  and  ingenious 
and  cultivated  mind  are  so  generally  known ; 
(he  was  then  on  the  verge  of  seventy,  and  is 
now  (1785)  eighty-one,  with  his  faculties 
entire,  his  heart  warm,  and  his  temper  gay)  ^ ; 
Sir  David  Dalrymple,  Lord  Hailes  ;  Mr.  Mac- 
laurin,   advocate ;      Dr.   Gregory,   who    now 


'  There  fi  hardly  any  operation  of  the  intellect  which  re- 
quires nicer  and  deeper  consideraUoo  than  d<fim'tion.  A 
toousand  men  mar  write  verses,  for  one  who  has  the  power 
of  defining  and  discriminating  the  exact  meaning  of  words 
and  the  principles  of  grammatical  arrangement. —  Crokeb. 

s  See    his    Letter   on   this  subject  in  the  Appendix. — 

BOSWELL. 

3  sir  A.  Dick  was  born  iu  I70J;  died  Not.  10.  ITS.'i — 
Wriort. 


*  See  anie,p.iU.,  and  Appendix.  — C. 
>  Mistress  of  Edward  IV.  — Boswell. 


worthily  fills  his  fathers  medical  chair;  and 
my  uncle,  Dr.  Boswell.  This  was  one  of  Dr. 
Johnson's  best  days.  He  was  quite  in  his  ele- 
ment. All  was  literature  and  taste,  without 
any  interruption.  Lord  Hailes,  who  is  one  of 
the  best  phuolo^sts  in  Great  Britain,  who  has 
written  papers  m  the  World,  and  a  variety  of 
other  works  in  prose  and  in  verse,  both  Latin 
and  English,  pleased  him  highly.  He  told  him 
he  had  discovered  the  Life  of  Cheynel,  in  the 
Student,  to  be  his.  Johnson.  "  No  one  else 
knows  it."  Dr.  Johnson  had  before  this  dic- 
tated to  me  a  law-paper  *  upon  a  question 
purely  in  the  law  of  Scotland,  concerning  ©i- 
cioua  intromission,  that  is  to  say,  intermeddling 
with  the  effects  of  a  deceased  person,  without 
a  regular  title ;  which  formerly  was  understood 
to  subject  the  intermeddler  to  payment  of  all 
the  defunct's  debts.  The  principle  has  of  late 
been  relaxed.  Dr.  Johnson's  argument  was 
for  a  renewal  of  its  strictness.  The  paper  was 
printed,  with  additions  by  me,  and  given  into 
the  court  of  session.  Lord  Hailes  Knew  Dr. 
Johnson's  part  not  to  be  mine,  and  pointed  out 
exactly  where  it  began  and  where  it  ended. 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  It  is  much  now  that  his 
lordship  can  distinguish  so." 

In  Dr.  Johnson's  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes 
there  is  the  following  passage :  — 

"  The  teeming  mother,  anxious  for  her  race. 
Begs,  for  each  birth,  the  fortune  of  a  face ; 
Yet  Vane  could  tell  what  ills  from  beauty  spring: 
And  Sedley  cursed  the  charms  which  pleased  a 
king." 

Lord  Hailes  told  me  he  was  mistaken  in  the 
instances  he  had  given  of  unfortunate  fair  ones; 
for  neither  Vane  nor  Sedley  had  a  title  to  that 
description.  His  lordship  has  since  been  so 
obliging  as  to  send  me  a  note  of  this,  for  the 
communication  of  which  I  am  sure  my  r^bdera 
will  thank  me. 

*'  The  lines  in  the  tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal,  ac- 
cording to  my  alteration,  should  run  thus: — 

"  Yet  Shore*  could  tell ; 

And  Valiere  ■  cursed ." 

**  The  first  was  a  penitent  by  coropulnon,  the 
second  by  sentiment ;  though  the  truth  is,  Made- 
moiselle de  la  Valiere  threw  herself  (but  still  from 
sentiment)  in  the  king's  way.  "  Our  friend  chose 
Vane^,  who  was  far  fVom  being  well -looked  ;  and 
Sedley',  who  was  so  ugly  that  Charles  II.  said  his 
brother  had  her  by  way  of  penance.  *'• 


e  Mistress  of  Louis  XI  v.— Boswell. 

7  SeeanM.  p.  60.  — C. 

"  Catherine  Sedley,  created  Countess  of  I>orcbetter  for 
life.  Her  father.  Sir  Charles,  resenting  the  seduction  of  bis 
daughter,  joined  in  the  Whig  measures  of  the  Revolution, 
and  excused  his  revolt  from  James  under  an  ironical  pro- 
fession of  gratitude.  "  llis  M^esty,"  said  be.  "  having  done 
me  the  unlooked-for  honour  of  making  my  daughter  a 
cowUeu,  I  cannot  do  less  in  return  than  endeaTour  to  make 
his  daughter  a  quefn."—  CaoKER. 

>  Lord  Ilailcs  was  hypercritical.    Vane  was  ] 
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Mr.  Maclaurin*s  '  learning  and  talents  en- 
abled him  to  do  his  part  very  well  in  Dr.  John- 
son's company.  lie  pro<luced  two  epitaphs 
upon  his  father,  the  celebrated  mathematician. 
One  was  in  EngliMh,  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  did 
not  change  one  word.  In  the  other,  which  was 
in  Latin,  he  maile  several  alterations.  In  place 
of  the  very  words  of  Virgil,  "  Ubi  luctus  et 
navor  ct  plurima  mortis  imago,"  he  wrote  "  Ubi 
luctus  regnant  et  pavor."  He  introduced  the 
yrordpronius  into  the  line  "  Mortalibus  prorsus 
Don  absit  solatium  : "  and  after  "  Hujus  enim 
scripta  evolve,"  he  added,  "  Mentemque  tan- 
tanim  renim  capacem  corpori  caduco  super- 
stitem  crede;"  which  is  quite  applicable  to 
Dr.  Johnson  himself.* 

Mr.  ^Murray,  advocate,  who  married  a  niece 
of  Lord  Mansfield's,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
judges  of  Scotland,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Hen- 
derland,  sat  with  us  a  i)art  of  the  evening ;  but 
did  not  venture  to  say  any  thing  that  I  re- 
member, though  he  is  certainly  possessed  of 
talents  which  would  have  enabled  iiim  to  have 
shown  himself  to  advantage  if  too  great  anxiety 
had  not  prevented  him. 
{        At  supper  we  had  Dr.  Alexander  Webster  ', 
I    who,  though  not  learned,  had  such  a  knowledge 
of  mankind,  such  a  fund  of  information  and 
1    entertainment,  so  clear  a  head,  and  such  ac- 
I    conmiodating  manners,  that  Dr.  Johnson  found 
him  a  very  agreeable  companion. 

WTien  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  were  left  by  our- 
selvcH,  I  read  to  him  my  notes  of  the  opinions 


*hat  it  more  to  otir  parpo«c,  appeared  to  to  her  roval  lorcr ; 
■od  Sedle^,  vhatcTrr  otlivn  in.ir  haru  tli(nit;ht  ot  her,  had 
the  "channt  which  pleaied  a  kinx.*'  So  that  Johnson's 
illostratioiit  are  inorailj  jiint.  IIia  li>rdship')i  proriosed  futi. 
•titiuiori  iif  »  fAbulou»>  {or  ut  h'.i(t  aiKKryphal)  tN>auty  like 
Jxne  Shore,  «ho-e  »ti>ry.  crcii  if  triii*.  mtai  ohnoh'ti* ;  or  that 
of  a  rorpijmi.-r.  iik<;  Mile,  do  la  ValiOru.  little  kimwu  and  U>ii 
cared  for  ani>>ni;!it  \i*.  it  not  only  tn-telo**  hut  inaccurate ; 
fijr  Mll>>.de  la  Valierr'«h«'aMty  wnn  quite  as  mut-h  qiiestiuned 
by  h*'T  cofitempnrarics  a»  Ml-*  S^tlli-y  s.  Bii»«y  Kabutin  wat 
exiled  for  fieering  at  Luuia't  atliiiiratiuu  of  her  mouth, 
«fatch  he  calls 

"  — ^— —  un  Ik»c  amourcux. 
Qui  cTiiib'  orrillf  d  I'autrc  en." 

And  Madame  Du  FIe*«l.ii  Di-lllevrp  wrlle^  to  Fouquet,  "■  Mile. 
de  la  ValliOrt*  a  f.ut  la  rapablf  envcri  nmi.  Jc  \'.\y  encenNOC 
par  4a  Iteau'.i*  qui  n'fft  puurtant  pat  grande."  And  finally, 
after  1-o'd  ILiil-*  h.-i:l  clipfHil  down  tin-  name  into  I'aflieie, 
).i«  rsiT  micht  k.avc  ti>ld  him  that  it  did  not  fit  the  metre.— 
Ckokev. 

>  Mr.  Maclaurin.  adrorate,  »nn  of  the  great  mathematician, 
and  aftervardt  a  jud^'p  Kf  vt^knion  bv  the  title  of  Lord  DrvK- 
hiirn.     lie  wmte  kom*-  indifli-rent  KnKli^h  |KH>mi ;  but  wa»  a 

?yid  l^tin  M'hoUr.  and  .t  man  f>f  wit  and  accomplithmeut. 
Ii4  quotation*  frum  the  cla«Mrft  were  particul.irlv  apiKi^ite. 
In  tbe  fainiu^  «-a*e  of  KnigM.  »hi«-h  di'ti-rmim-d  ine  right  «»f 
a  'lave  to  frectlum  if  hf  landed  in  Scotland.  Marlaurin 
plradetl  the  ciii-e  of  the  neyro.  The  counsel  opposite  wax 
t,^^  celebr.ited  Wi^'hl.  an  excellent  lawyer,  but  of  a  verv 
homely  apiiear.-ince,  with  heary  features,  a  blind  eye.  whicn 
pr«i}eclrd  fruoi  tlic  iiiN-k«>t,  a  sw.ig  belly,  and  a  limp.  To  bun 
jiaclaurin  applied  the  lines  of  Virgil  — 

"  Quamvis  IMe  nl;;er,  i^uamvit  tu  candidiis  esses, 
O  furmose  puer,  nimium  ne  cn*de  colori." 

Mr.  MiL-U'irin  wnite  an  esuy  againct  the  Homeric  talo  of 
"  Trof  dtnne."  I  beliere,  fur  the  lole  purpose  of  introducing 
a  happy  nvHto,— 

*•  Non  anni  domuere  decern,  non  mille  rarina>." 

Walter  Scott. 

*  Mr.  MacUiuio't  epiuph,  a«  engraved  on  a  marble  tomb- 
Coor,  la  the  GrmyfrUrs  churchyard,  Edinburgh  :  — 


of  our  judges  upon  the  questions  of  literary 
property.  He  did  not  like  them;  and  said, 
"  they  make  me  think  of  your  judges  not  with 
that  respect  which  1  should  wish  to  do."  To  the 
argument  of  one  of  them,  that  there  can  be  no 
property  in  blasphemy  or  nonsense,  he  an- 
swered, "  then  your  rotten  sheep  are  mine  I  — 
By  that  rule,  when  a  man*s  house  falls  into 
decay,  he  must  lose  it."  *  I  mentioned  an  ar- 
gument of  mine,  that  literary  performances  are 
not  taxed.     iVs  Churchill  says, 

"  No  statesman  yet  has  thought  it  worth  his  pains 
To  tax  our  labours,  or  excise  our  brains ;  ** 

and  therefore  they  are  not  property.  "  Yet," 
said  he,  "  we  hang  a  man  for  stealmg  a  horse, 
and  horses  are  not  taxed."  Mr.  Pitt  has  since 
put  an  end  to  that  argument. 

Wednesday,  Aug.  18.  —  On  this  day  we  set 
out  from  Edinburgh.  We  should  gladly  have 
had  Mr.  Scott  to  go  with  us,  but  he  was  obliged 
to  return  to  England. 

I  have  given  a  sketch  of  Dr.  Johnson  :  my 
readers  may  wish  to  know  a  little  of  his  fellow- 
traveller.  Think,  then,  of  a  gentleman  of 
ancient  blood,  the  pride  of  which  was  his 
predominant  passion.  He  was  then  in  his 
thirty-third  year,  and  had  been  about  four 
vcars  happily  married.  His  inclination  was  to 
be  a  sohlier,  but  bis  father,  a  respectable 
judge,  had  pressed  him  into  the  profession 
of  the  law.  He  had  travelled  a  good  deal, 
and  seen  many  varieties  of  human  life.     He 


Infra  titui  est 

COLIN  MACLAURIN, 

Mathes.  ulim  in  Acad.  Edin.  Prof. 

Klectus  Ipso  Newtono  cuadcnte. 

H.  L.  P  Y. 

Non  ut  nomini  |>at«'mo  mnsulat, 

Nam  tali  auxilio  nil  eget ; 

.<<i-\i  ut  in  h<ic  infelici  campo, 

I 'hi  lucttif  regnant  et  pavor, 

M  rtalibus  promus  non  .-ili$it  Milatium  : 

Ilujut  enim  Mrripta  evolve, 
Mi-ntenique  taiU.-irum  rerum  capacem 
Corjiori  caduco  »ui>erstlltm  rrede.  —  BotwrxL. 

Johnunn  proKihly  changed  the  rcrytrordt  of  Virgil,  as  not 
thinking  an  exai-t  quotation  from  a  hVathen  poet  quite  appro- 
priati'  to  a  Chri!>ti.ui  epitaph.  —  <<rokAk. 

■«  Dr.  \Veb>ter  was  remark.ihle  for  the  talent  with  which 
he  at  once  tiipported  liin  place  in  convivial  ft«MMety.  and  a 
high  ch.iracter  ai  a  le:uler  ol  the  strict  and  ricid  pre»byterl.in 
party  in  the  church  of  .SciUiand.  He  »a<i  ever  gay  amid  the 
gaye»t :  wh«'n  it  once  o«'curre«l  to  mme  «(ne  presi-nt  to  ask, 
what  one  of  hi*  elders  would  think,  should  he  st>i>  his  |ia«ti»r 
in  such  a  merry  mo<id.  —  "  Think  I  "  replii-d  the  Dot-tor; 
"why  he  w<ml'd  not  believe  his  o»n  eyes."  —  NValtek 
S«-oTr. 

*  Dr.  Johnson's  llluUration  Is  sophistical,  and  might  have 
l>een  ritoititl  iiivm  him  ;  for  if  a  man's  klirep  are  to  rotten 
n«  to  render  the  incit  unwholesome,  or.  if  hu  hou»«'  U-  so 
decayed  as  to  threaten  mischiei  to  )  M»<>engerf>.  the  la«  will 
conli'<c,ate  the  mutton  and  abate  the  lious**,  without  any  re- 
gard  to  pn'pt-rlv,  which  the  owner  thus  abus>*s.  Moreoter. 
Jnhii<on  should  have  diM-riniinated  iwtween  a  criminal 
otTence  and  a  rt'rit  right.  Ula5phcniy  ii  a  crime  ;  wduld  it 
not  l>e  in  the  highest  degree  altturd,  that  there  should  lie  a 
right  t\f  propettjf  in  a  crime,  or  that  the  law  should  l>e  calletl 
upim  to  protect  that  which  is  illegal t  If  this  be  true  in  lav. 
It  is  much  more  sn  in  equity,  an  he  who  applies  for  the  ftlra- 
ordinary  aft^istance  of  a  court  of  equity  should  have  a  right, 
con.<iistent  at  lea>t  with  itpiity  and  morals ;  and  a  late  ques> 
tion  (that  AS  to  the  Cain  of  l..ord  Byron)  was  to  derided,  and 
upon  that  principle,  by  the  greatest  Judge  of  modem  timet. 
Lord  KlJun.  — CROkSR. 
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bfld  thouL'Tit  more  tlian  anv  body  had  sup- 
nosed,  atHi  had  a  pretty  good  stock  of  gcnei-al 
leorniug  and  knowledge.  He  had  oJl  Dr. 
Johnson's  principle^j,  with  some  degree  of  re- 
laxiiiintt.  lie  had  rather  too  little  than  too 
much  prudenee :  and,  his  iinag;infltion  being 
lively*  fie  often  said  things  of  which  the  eiTect 
WHS  vi-ry  different  from  the  intention.  He 
resembled  sooietiines 

*•  The  l)c»t  good  man,  with  the  wortet-natured 
muse-*'* 

He  eiinnot  deny  hinwelf  the  vanity  of  finialiing 
with  the  encomium  of  Dr,  Joh'n&on,  whose 
friendly  paili:dity  to  the  companion  of  his  tour 
represents  him  a^otie,  *''  whose  acutene^s  would 
help  my  inquiry,  and  whose  gaiety  of  conver- 
fifttion,  and  civility  of  manners,  are  sufficteiit  to 
counteract  the  inconvenicncca  of  travel,  in 
roimtries  less  hostpitablc  than  we  have  passed."* 

Dr.  Johnson  thought  it  unnecessary  to  put 
himself  to  the  additional  expense  of  briiiijiug 
with  hira  Francis  Barber,  his  faithful  black 
servant ;  so  we  were  attended  only  by  my  man, 
Joseph  Ritter^,  a  Bohemian,  a  fine  stately 
fellow  above  six  feet  high,  who  had  been  over 
a  great  part  of  Europ«%  and  spoke  many  lan- 
guages. He  was  the  l>esit  servant  I  ever  saw. 
Let  not  my  rciulora  disdain  his  introduction ; 
for  Dr.  Johnson  ^ve  liira  this  charact*ir  ;  **  Sir, 
he  h  A  civil  muri  and  a  witie  man.'* 

From  an  erroneous  apprehension  of  violence. 
Dr.  John5oii  had  provided  a  pair  of  pistols, 
some  gunpowder,  and  a  quantify  of  bulleta : 
but  upon  beiug  assured  we  shoiiLl  run  no  rijuk 
of  meeting  any  robbers,  he  left  \m  arms  and 
aminunitiou  in  an  open  <lrawer,  of  Avliich  be 
pave  my  wife  the  charge.  He  also  left  in  that 
drawer  one  volume  of  a  pretty  full  and  curious 
Dkry  of  tiis  Lite,  of  which  t  have  a  few  frag- 
ment:^;  but  the  book  has  been  destroyed.  I 
wish  fenuile  curiosity  had  been  strong  enough 
to  have  bad  it  all  transcribed,  which  mijrht 
easily  have  been  done,  and  I  should  think  the 
theft,  being  pro  bono  publici\  might  have  been 
forgiven.  But  I  may  (r-  wrong.  My  wife  told 
me  she  never  once  looked  into  it.  She  did  not 
aeem  quite  ca^y  when  we  left  her :  but  away 
we  went  I 


'  Lord  Rwhifstfir  of  txvrit  Dortpt.  Aihuum  ttf  Ike  TVnfA 
Salirt  qf  Hurnur,  Boiwrll.  buweter.  ointta  to  noticp  thi> 
trn«l<*ni'v  to  hvpoehondriit*^*,  which  wa»  a  very  iTDportxiU 
f#Mliir*>  In  hi*  i-lmrai'trr.  —  CnonKit. 

«  Prpvlorin    irt    thU    liiibHr    ritlr.frfiim    of    hU-    tr;^rrtUii-,f 

COtTI]'  "■    ■      . 

■•  ]\ 

m«  IT ' 
It 

lull. 
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Frith  of  Fotth,  —  IneA  KritH,  —  Kinphom.  —  Cupoft 
CowfHmtiim  ttf  PuTltamtHi.  —  In^u^ttf^  of  l^tr*. 

—  St.  Anidtt%ti,  —  Literatvtv  and  J*ufrOHaffe.  — . 
ffn'ttHff  and  Converse f inn, —  Cfmngt  nf  Mavntrt, 

—  Driithintf  nmt    Smoiiing Tht   Union.  —  St. 

Jitite'$  ChttpeL  —  John  Kmr.  —  littirement  frnm 
the  W^ortd.  —  Dinner  toith  the  Prof*Jtwr*.  —  S»b^ 
icriptinn  of  Artieki.  —  Latin  Grtitr^  —  Sharpr'g 
MmtumeHt^  ^  St  Salvador'f, — Dinnrr  to  tfA« 
Proft9»ort.  —  iHMtrvetioHK   fur     ('  — . 

gupper  at  Dr.  WtUtOHa.  —  Vnccrtu  ry. 

—  Ob§trvanct  of  Sunday,  —  7V«,«  .....  a. — 
Leuchars,  —  '^ttnavbiiantiotivft*  — Littrarp  i>»- 
pttty MontrtMe. 

Mr.  Nairne  *,  advocate,  was  to  go  wkh  us  ts 

fur  as  St.  Andrew's.  It  give*  me  pleasure  tJiAt, 
by  Toentioning  bis  name,  I  connect  hiy  title  to 
the  just  and  handsome  compliment  paid  him 
by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  \m  hooki  **  A  gentlcnmn 
who  could  stay  with  us  only  loP"  .*  <  -  ,.|,  (,» 
make  us  know  how  much  we  lost  i  jig 

us."     "VMien  we  came  to  Leith,  i        vith 

perhaps  too  boasting  an  air,  how  pi*eiiy  the 
Frith  of  Forth  looked ;  as  indeed,  after  the 
prospect  from  Constantinople,  of  which  1  have 
been  told,  and  that  from  Naples  which  I  have 
seen,  I  believe  the  view  of  that  Frith  and  ita 
environs,  from  the  Castle-hill  of  Edinburi^ht  is 
the  finest  prospect  in  Euj-ope,  "Ay,"  said  Dr 
Johnson,  **  that  is  the  state  of  the  world.  Water 
is  the  same  everywhere. 

*' '  Una  est  jnjustl  csrula  fornw  maflfc'  "  * 

I  told  him  the  port  here  was  th«*  inoutii  of 
the  river  or  water  of  Leith.  '*  Not  Zither  said 
Mr.  Nairne.  "  Why,  Su-,"  said  Dr.  Johnson, 
"when  a  Scotchman  sets  out  from  this  port 
for  England,  he  iorgeta  his  native  coufitry." 
Nairxk,  "  I  hope.  Sir,  you  wdl  for^ret  Enff- 
land  here."  Johhson.  "  Tlien  'l  will  be  stdl 
more  Lethe,*''  He  observed  of  the  pier  or 
quay,  "  You  have  no  occasion  for  so  liij^o  m 
one  ;  your  trade  does  not  require  it :  but  you 
are  like  a  shopkeeper  who  takes  a  sbofs  not 


utjr  of  Ima^et. 

•r  there  f»  no 

..;,„.  andrMpect.""   1 

>'•»  liQ  fiauod  Bo«ir«ll 

'  kcd  M  «  f ood-tiMtured 

.r  w.T^r.t  rt'«pocto<d  ?•* 

'  "hat  yotl 

HiiHtshlp 


>  Sw  anU,  p.  20O.  ImtyAi  TiMltt  *iivT*t,tA»  unJ^nnoli  (lla 

minagpnifnt  <if  r>)f' l:ir«<    inn  li  r.»Ul<v     mlli  .1  lli,    Ati.rctirii 

Arm*,  b<if  irr. 


mcKiiey  to  carry  i.tg 

JudiKmrDt  Will  r'  ,Mit 

of  mannvn,  »uiu. . .  . ,  _.,. , ..„ , i  

Waltbr  yeoTT. 

^  Nr>a  lUlc  urbe«,noti  tu  tnlralMtw  itlv*f : 
Una.  cit  liUuiti  ocrub  rorTa.i  inorit.     Of  id,  Amcr.  II.  %L 
Nor  (rrorei  nor  lowni  the  rutMrjt  occtn  »howi, 
UnvArJ«d  ttUl  Iti  «xurc  larfaco  duwi .  —  Boawt^lA. 
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only  for  what  he  has  to  put  into  it,  but  that  it 
majr  be  believed  he  has  a  great  deal  to  put  into 
it.  It  is  very  true,  that  there  is  now,  com- 
paratively, little  trade  upon  the  eastern  coast 
of  Scotland.  The  riches  of  Glasgow  show  how 
much  there  is  in  the  west ;  and,  perhaps,  we 
shall  find  trade  travel  westward  on  a  great 
scale  as  well  as  a  small. 

Wc  talked  of  a  man*8  drowning  himself. 
JoHKSOif .  "I  should  never  think  it  time  to  make 
awar  with  myself.  **  I  put  the  case  of  Eustace 
Bu(igell  [p.  255.1,  who  was  accused  of  forging 
a  wm,  and  sunk  himself  in  the  Thames,  before 
the  trial  of  its  authenticity  came  on.  ^^  Sup- 
pose, Sir,**  said  I,  ^*that  a  man  is  absolutely  sure, 
that,  if  he  lives  a  few  days  longer,  he  shall  bo 
dete:;ted  in  a  fraud,  the  consequence  of  which 
will  be  utter  disgrace  and  expulsion  from 
society.**  Johnson.  **Then,  Sir,  let  him  go 
abroad  to  a  distant  country;  let  him  go  to 
some  place  where  he  is  not  known.  Don  t  let 
him  go  to  the  devil,  where  he  is  known !  ** 

He  then  said,  "  I  see  a  number  of  people 
barefooted  here :  I  suppose  you  all  went  so 
before  the  Union.  Boswell,  your  ancestors 
went  so  when  they  had  as  much  land  as  your 
family  has  now.  Vet  Auchinleck  is  the  field 
of  stones;  there  would  be  bad  going  bare- 
footed there.  The  lairds  however  did  it.*'  I 
bought  some  speldings,  fish  (generally  whiting) 
soltetl  and  dried  in  a  particular  manner,  bemg 
dipped  in  the  sea  and  dried  in  the  sun,  and 
eaten  by  the  Scots  by  way  of  a  relish.  He  had 
never  seen  them,  though  they  are  sold  in 
London.  I  insisted  on  Scottifying^  his  palate; 
but  he  was  very  reluctant.  With  diiliculty  I 
prevailed  with  him  to  let  a  bit  of  one  of  them 
lie  in  his  mouth.     He  did  not  like  it. 

In  crossing  the  Frith,  Dr.  Johnson  deter- 
mined that  we  should  land  upon  Inch  Keith. 
On  approaching  it,  we  first  observed  a  high 
rocky  shore.  We  coasted  about  and  put  into 
a  little  bay  on  the  north-west.  W'e  clambered 
up  a  very  steep  ascent,  on  which  wjis  very  good 
grass,  but  rather  a  profusion  of  thistles.  There 
were  sixteen  hea<l  of  black  cattle  grazing 
upon  the  island.  Lord  Ilailes  observed  to  me, 
that  Brantome  calls  it  L'islc  des  Chevaux,  and 
that  it  was  probably  "a  safer  stable"  than 
many  others  in  his  time.  The  fort,  with  an 
inscription  on  it,  Maria  Re:  1564,  is  strongly 
built.  Dr.  Johnson  examined  it  with  much 
attention.  He  stalked  like  a  giant  among  the 
luxuriant  thistles  and  nettles.  There  arc  three 
welU  in  the  island,  but  we  could  not  find  one 
in  the  fort.  There  must  probably  have  been 
one,  though  now  filled  up,  as  a  garrison  could 
not  subsist  without  it.**^     But  I  have  dwelt 

»  Mjr  friend,  Gmeral  Campbell,  GoTemor  of  Madras.  toUi 
tn9,  that  they  make  tpeldings  in  thf  Kast  Indies. jparfirularly 
M  Bombay.  wb«re  they  call  them  Bambaloes.  —  Boswell. 

'  The  remains  of  the  fort  ha^e  been  removed,  to  assi»t  In 
cootfructlnir  a  very  useful  lighthoute  upon  the  island.  — 
WsLTia  Scnrr. 

s  "  L'nhappy  qoeen  ! 

UnwIlUnf  I  funook  your  friendly  state.  "—Dryden.  — 
BoiwBU. 


I  too  long  on  this  little  spot.  Dr.  Johnson  after- 
wards bade  me  try  to  write  a  description  of  our 
discovering  Inch  Keith,  in  the  usual  style  of 
travellers,  describing  fully  every  particular; 
stating  the  grounds  on  which  we  concluded 
that  It  must  have  been  once  inhabited,  and 
introducing  many  sage  reflections,  and  we 
should  see  how  a  thing  might  be  covered  in 
words,  so  as  to  induce  people  to  come  and 
survey  it.  All  that  was  told  might  be  true, 
and  yet  in  reality  there  might  l^  nothing  to 
see.  He  said,  **  I  d  have  thb  island.  Td  build 
a  house,  make  a  good  landing-place,  have  a 
garden,  and  vines,  and  all  sorts  of  trees.  A 
rich  man  of  a  hospitable  turn,  here,  would 
have  many  visiters  from  Edinburgh.**  When 
we  had  got  into  our  boat  again,  he  called  to  me, 
"  Come,  now,  pay  a  classical  compliment  to  the 
island  on  quitting  it.**  I  happened  luckily,  in 
allusion  to  the  beautiful  Queen  Mary,  wnoso 
name  is  upon  the  fort,  to  think  of  what  Virgil 
makes  .£neas  say,  on  having  left  the  country 
of  his  charming  Dido :  — 

"  Invitus,  regina,  tuo  de  littore  cessi."  ' 

"  Very  well  hit  off!  **  said  he. 

We  dmed  at  Kinghorn,  and  then  got  into  a 
post-chaise.  Mr.  Nairne  and  his  servant,  and 
Joseph,  rode  by  us.  We  stopped  at  Cupar, 
and  drank  tea.  We  talked  of  Parliament ;  and 
I  said,  I  supposed  very  few  of  the  members 
knew  much  of  what  was  going  on,  as  indeed 
very  few  gentlemen  know  much  of  their  own 
private  afiairs.  Jounson.  "Why,  Sir,  if  a 
man  is  not  of  a  sluggish  mind,  he  may  be  his 
own  steward.  If  he  will  look  into  his  affairs, 
he  will  soon  learn.  So  it  is  as  to  public  affairs. 
There  must  always  be  a  certain  number  of  men 
of  business  in  parliament."  Boswfll.  "  But 
consider.  Sir,  wnat  is  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
Is  not  a  great  part  of  it  chosen  by  peers  ?  Do 
you  think,  Sir,  they  ought  to  have  such  an  influ- 
ence ?  "  Jon>soN.  "  Yes,  Sir.  Influence  mu.st 
ever  be  in  proportion  to  property;  and  it  is 
right  it  should."  Boswkix.  "  But  is  there 
not  reason  to  fear  that  the  common  people 
may  be  oppressed  ?  *'  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir. 
Our  great  fear  is  from  want  of  power  in 
government.  Such  a  storm  of  vulgar  force 
has  broken  in."  Boswell.  "  It  has  onlv 
roared."  Jounson.  "  Sir,  it  has  roared,  till 
the  judges  in  Westminster  Hall  have  been 
afraid  to  pronounce  sentence  in  opposition  to 
the  popular  cry.  You  are  frightened  by  what 
is  no  longer  dangerous,  like  j)resbyterians  by 
poj)ery."  He  then  repeated  ti  passage,  1  think, 
m  Butler's  Kemains,  whicli  ends,  **  and  would 
cry  fire  !  fire  I  in  Noah's  flood."* 


•Such  Is  the  translation  adopted  by  Boswell,  though  It  lotes 
one  of  the  |><)ints  of  his  happy  quotation  by  using  the  words 
friendly  slate,  —  which  on  this  ocraslon  would  hare  no 
meaning.  —  instead  of  shore,  which  is  the  proper  version.  — 
Ckokek. 

-*  The  pais.ige  quoted  by  Dr.  John«on  is  In  the  "  Character 
of  the  Afsembly  Man,"  Butler's  Remains,  p.  1Z^.  edit.  17M : 
"  He  preaches,  indeeti,  both  in  season  and  out  of  season  ;  for 
he  rails  at  Puiiery,  when  the  land  is  almost  lost  iu  Prei* 
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We  hii»l  a  dreary  drive,  In  a  dusky  night,  lo 
St.  Andrew'*,  wrpu  w«  urrivrjl  late.  We  Ibiiuri 
11  gM    '  at  Glujus's  inn,  sund  Dr.  Johnson 

rev  I  !ijy.     He  said,  "  The  collection 

calhu  111^  Muses'  Welcome  to  King  Jaines' 
(fu'st  of  Knirhind,  and  f^ixth  of  Stujtland),  on  hia 
return  to  his  native  kingilom,  s^liowed  that  there 
was  then  abundance  of  Icai-ning  in  Scotland;  and 
thiit  the  conceits  in  that  collection,  with  which 
people  find  fault,  were  mere  mode."  He  addc<i, 
'*  We  could  not  now  entertain  a  sovereit»u  so; 
that  Buchnuiin  had  spread  the  spirit  of  leurn- 
ing^  ttntorjfTst  ua,  but  we  hud  lost  it  during  the 
civil  war«."  lie  did  not  allow  the  Latin  poef  ry 
of  PitcdrDe'  so  much  merit  as  has  been  usiidly 
attributed  to  it ;  though  he  owned  that  one  of 
his  pieces,  whith  b^*  mentioned,  but  whicb  I  am 
sorry  is  not  speeifievl  in  my  notes,  was  "  very 
well."  It  h  nt»t  improbable  that  it  Wiis  the 
p0€m  which  I'rior  has  su  elcji,'»intly  transilated.* 

Afl^r  supper,  we  made  a  procession  to  Suint 
Leonard's  college^  the  lumJlord  walkin|r  befoi*e 
us  with  a  candle,  and  the  waiter  with  a  lantern, 
Tliat  college  had  some  time  before  been  dis- 
solved ;  and  Dr.  W'atson^  a  professor  here  (the 
hidtoriuQ  of  Philip  II.),  had  purchased  the 
g;rouDd,  and  what  buildiiij^^a  remained.  When 
wc  entered  hJ3  court,  it  seemed  quite  academi- 
cal *  ;  and  we  found  in  his  house  very  com- 
fortable and  genteel  accommodation.  * 

Thursday^  Aug.  19.  —  We  rose  much  re- 
freshed. 1  had  with  me  a  map  of  Scotland,  n 
Bible  which  was  given  me  by  Lord  Alount- 
stuart  when  we  were  together  in  Italy,  and 
Ogden's  "Sermons  on  IVayer."  >tr,  Nainie 
introduced  us  to  Dr.  Watson,  whom  we  found 
a  well-infonnod  man,  of  very  amiable  manners. 
Dr.  Johnson,  aftx?r  they  were  acquainted,  said, 
•*  I  take  eri*flt  deli;ji;ht  m  him.**  Hi*,  daurjhter, 
a  vt'i  '  '  1  youn«;  lady,  made  breakfast. 
Dr.  V  -erved,  that  Glasgow  university 

had  i<.>^  -I  iiiMiic  students  since  trade  increased!, 
aa  le.^rning  was  rather  incompatible  with  it, 
Johnson.  *'  Why,  Sir,  as  ti-ade  is  now  carried 
on  by  subordinate  hands,  men  in  trade  huvo  ns 
much  leisure  n»  others  ;  and  now  learning  itself 


I  is  a  trade.    A  man  goes  to  a  b  >  nd 

gets  what  he  can.   Wti  have  done  u- 

age.     In  tlie  ini'ancy  of  le.aniin«;,  vm    h 
greAt man  ]»riii.*ed  for  it.   ThiB  diiluscd  1 1 

others.     When  it  becomes  penei:i'    ...j 

'  loaves  the  gr<?at,  and  appbc;*  to  iL  •.*• 

I  BoswELL.  "  It  is  ft  shwit.e  thnt  auiL  ..  ._  .  j;ot 
I  now  bett4?r  patronis<ed."  Jouxhoi*.  "  ISo,  Sir, 
IJ"  learninj^  C4innot  siipi>ort  a  uian,  if  he  must 
bit  with  hjs  hands  acro6ti  till  i^oniebo<ly  U-cAn 
him,  it  \a  as  to  him  a  bad  thing,  and  it  i«  better 
a*  it  is.^  With  patronage,  what  flftltery  I  what 
falj^ehood  I  Whde  a  uum  is  in  equiliDrio,  huf 
throws  truth  amon^'  the  multilticle.  and  lc{» 
them  take  it  as  they  pleasie :  in  pfttruna|;e,  bo 
must  say  what  pleases  his  patron,  and  it  Is  an 
cfpial  chance  whether  that  be  tnitb  or  false- 
hood." Watson.  *'  But  h  It  not  the  cn*i»  now, 
that,  in?tead  of  llutferiiig  one  person,  we  flatter 
the  age  ?  "  Jou>so?i  **  No,  Sir.  The  world 
always  lets  a  man  tell  what  he  ihinka  his  own 
way,  I  wonder,  however,  that  so  many  people 
have  written,  who  mij^ht  have  let  it  alcyoe. 
That  people  should  endeavour  to  excel  In 
conversation,  I  do  not  wonder ;  because  in 
conversation  praise  is  instantly  revexl>erated.'* 
We  talketl  of  chatjge  of  manner*.  Dr. 
Johnson  observed,  thnt  our  drinking  leis*  tJian 
our  ancestors  was  owin^  to  t}»e  change  from 
ale  to  wine.  ""  I  remember,"  said  he,  **  when 
all  the  fkcent  people  in  Lichfield  got  drunk ' 
every  night,  and  wore  not  the  wortie  thought 
of.  Ale  was  cheap,  so  you  pressed  slrunglT. 
When  a  man  must  bring  a  bottle  of  wiii«,  ho 
is  not  in  such  haste.  Scnoking  has  gone  ouf. 
To  be  sure^  it  is  a  shocking  thing,  blowtcig 
smoke  out  of  our  mouths  into  other  j»w»(>le*e 
mouths,  eyc\s  and  nosics,  and  having  the  same 
thing  done  to  uf.  Yet  1  cannot  account,  why 
a  thing  which  retjuires  so  little  exertion,  mid 
yet  nrcserves  the  mind  from  total  vacuity, 
should  have  gone  out.  Every  man  has  soi]U5- 
thing  by  which  he  calms  himK^If;  beating  witJi 
his  leet,  or  so.®  I  remember  when  people  tn 
Kngland  changed  a  shirt  only  once  a  week  :  a 
Pandour,  when  he  gets  a  sliirt,  greasca  it  to 
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make  it  last.  Formerly,  good  tradesmen  had 
no  fire  but  in  the  kitchen ;  never  in  the  parlonr, 
except  on  Sunday.  My  father,  who  was  a 
magistrate  of  Lichfield,  lived  thus.  They 
never  began  to  have  a  fire  in  the  parlour,  but 
on  leaving  off  business,  or  some  great  revo- 
lution of  their  life."  Dr.  Watson  said,  the 
hall  was  a  kitchen  in  old  squires*  houses. 
JoHNSOK.  ^  No,  Sir.  The  hall  was  for  great 
occasions,  and  never  was  used  for  domestic  *  re- 
fection." We  talked  of  the  Union,  and  what 
money  it  had  brought  into  Scotland.  Dr. 
Wataon  observed,  that  a  little  money  formerly 
went  as  far  as  a  great  deal  now.  Johnson. 
**  In  speculation,  it  seems  that  a  smaller  quan- 
tity of  money,  equal  in  value  to  a  larger 
auantity,  if  equally  divided,  should  produce 
be  same  efiect.  But  it  is  not  so  in  reality. 
Many  more  conveniencies  and  elegancies  are 
enjoyed  where  money  is  plentiful,  than  where 
it  is  scarce.  Perhaps  a  great  familiarity  with 
it,  which  arises  from  plenty,  mokes  us  more 
easily  part  with  it." 

After  what  Dr.  Johnson  had  said  of  St. 
Andrew's,  which  he  had  long  wbhed  to  see,  as 
our  oldest  university,  and  the  seat  of  our  pri- 
mate in  the  days  of  episcopacy,  I  cui  say  little. 
Since  the  publication  of  Dr.  Johnson's  book,  I 
find  that  he  has  been  censured  for  not  seeing 
here  the  ancient  chapel  of  St.  Rule  %  a  curious 
piece  of  sacred  architecture.  But  this  was 
neither  his  fault  nor  mine.  We  wore  both  of 
us  abundantly  desirous  of  surveying  such  sort 
of  antiaaities ;  but  neither  of  us  knew  of  this. 
I  am  amud  the  censure  must  fall  on  those  who 
did  not  tell  us  of  it.  In  every  place,  where 
there  is  any  thing  worthy  of  observation,  there 
should  be  a  short  printed  directory  fof 
strangers,  such  as  we  find  in  all  the  towns  of 
Italy,  and  in  some  of  the  towns  in  England.  I 
was  told  that  there  is  a  manuscript  account  of 
St.  Andrew's,  by  Martin,  secretary  to  Arch- 
bbhop  Sharp;  and  that  one  J^ouglas  has 
published  a  small  account  of  it.  I  inquired  at 
a  bookseller's,  but  could  not  get  it.  Dr. 
Johnson's  veneration  for  the  hierarchy  is  well 
knuwn.  There  is  no  wonder  then,  that  he  was 
affected  with  a  strong  indignation,  while  he 
beheld  the  ruins  of  religious  magnificence.  I 
happened  to  a^k  where  John  Knox  was  buried. 
Dr.  Johnson  burst  out,  "  I  hope  in  the  high- 
way.' I  have  been  looking:  at  his  rclbnna- 
tions." 

Jt  was  a  very  fine  day.  Dr.  Johnson  seemed 
quite  wrapt  up  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
scenes  which  were  now  presented  to  him.     lie 

'  I  briinre  Johnson  was  mUtaken.  The  Hall  was  frc- 
qacnclf.  If  not  Konerallr,  the  common  refectory.—  Crokee. 

3  It  is  Tfrf  sinKuUr  how  th<>7  could  mi.«s  sreing  St.  Rule's 
chapel,  an  ecclesiastical  building,  the  most  auciont,  pi'rhafis. 
In  Great  Britain.  ItUasaturc  towtr.  which  standi  close  by 
tbe  raias  of  the  oid  cathedrnl.  Martin's  HeUquia  Dim 
Amirtm  are  now  published.  — Walter  Scott. 

>  It  Is.  MTS  Mr.  Chambers,  a  little  odd,  though  Boswell 
ha*  overVodked  It.  that  Knox  va$  buried  in  a  place  which 
■oen  after  became,  and  erer  since  has  been,  a  hinhway ; 
lUBeiy,  th^  old  churchjard  of  St.  Giles  in  Kdinburgh.  — 
Caoua,  |)0S. 


kept  his  hat  off  while  he  was  upon  any  part  of 
the  ground  where  the  cathedral  had  stood. 
He  said  well,  that  "  Knox  had  set  on  a  mob, 
without  knowing  where  it  woidd  end;  and 
that  differing  from  a  man  in  doctrine  was  no 
reason  why  you  should  pull  his  house  about 
his  ears."  As  we  walked  in  the  cloisters,  there 
was  a  solemn  echo,  while  he  talked  loudly  of  a 
proper  retirement  from  the  world.  Mr.  Naime 
said,  he  had  an  inclination  to  retu*e.  I  called 
Dr.  Johnson's  attention  4o  this,  that  I  might 
hear  his  opinion  if  it  was  right.  Johnson. 
'•''  Yes,  when  he  has  done  his  duty  to  society. 
In  general,  as  every  man  is  obliged  not  only  to 
*  love  God,  but  his  neighbour  as  himself,  he 
must  bear  his  part  in  active  life ;  yet  there  are 
exceptions.  Those  who  arc  exceedingly  scru- 
pulous (which  I  do  not  anprove,  for  I  am  no 
friend  to  scruples),  and  find  their  scrupulosity 
invincible,  so  that  they  are  quite  in  the  dark, 
and  know  not  what  they  shall  do,  —  or  those 
who  cannot  resist  temptations,  and  find  they 
make  themselves  worse  by  being  in  the  world, 
without  making  it  better,  —  may  retire.  I 
never  read  of  a  hermit,  but  in  imagination 
I  kiss  his  feet :  never  of  a  monastery,  but  I 
could  fall  on  my  knees,  and  kiss  the  pavement. 
But  I  think  putting  young  people  there,  who 
know  nothing  of  life,  nothing  of  retirement,  is 
dangerous  and  wicked.  It  is  a  saying  as  old 
as  Hesiod  — 

"E/yya  vitav,  $ov^xd  Tf  ficVctfV,  ^^X^  "*■*  yfp6vrtov.*  * 

That  is  a  very  noble  line :  not  that  young 
men  should  not  pray,  or  old  men  not  give 
counsel,  but  that  every  season  of  life  has  its 
proper  duties.  I  have  thought  of  retiring, 
and  have  talked  of  it  to  a  friend ;  but  I  find 
my  vocation  is  rather  to  active  life."  I  said, 
some  young  monks  might  be  allowed,  to  show 
that  it  is  not  o^e  alone  that  can  retire  to  pious 
solitude  ;  but  he  thought  this  would  only  show 
that  they  could  not  resist  temptation. 

He  wanted  to  mount  the  steeples,  but  it 
could  not  be  done.  There  are  no  goo<l  iiij-eriii- 
tions  here.  Bad  Koman  characters  he  naturally 
mistook  for  half  Gothic,  half  Roman.  One  of 
the  steeples,  which  he  was  told  was  in  danger, 
he  wished  not  to  be  taken  down  ;  "  for,"  s.aid 
he,  "  it  may  fall  on  some  of  the  posterity  of 
John  Knox  ;  and  no  great  matter  !  "  *  Dinner 
wjis  mentioned.  Johnson.  "  Ay,  ay,  aniitlst 
all  these  sorrowful  scenes,  I  have  no  objection 
to  dinner." 

AVe  went  and  looked  at  the  ca-^tlc  where 
Cardinal    Beaton   was   murdered'',   and   then 


*  "  Ijct  youth  In  d«Tdi»,  in  counsel  man  engage: 

Prayer  is  the  profh'r  duty  of  old  age."  — BoaWELU 

See  antr.  p.  ITA.  This  line  is  a  fragment  attributed  to 
Ile^iod.  Itoswell  prints  ^wXajri.  tl^*'"*  ""  doubt  au  error 
of  the  press.  The  reading  uf  uiust  cftitions  is  ^m/X.€u  i\ 
ivr«'  hi.  —  Crokeu. 

»  I'lu-te  lowers  have  been  repalnil  by  the  government, 
with  a  pro{)er  attention  to  the  antiiiuities  of  tlie  country. — 
Walter  Scott. 

*>  David  lii^.iton,  Canlinal  and  .\rcliltish.»p  of  St.  Andrew's, 
was  murdered  on  tliu  '£}Vn  of  May.  IMt'*,  in  his  castle  of  St. 


via)t43t1  Pi-ineipal  ^furison  at  his  college,  where 
is  n  gocMl  Hbrury  rcMim  ;  but  the  Principal  was 
almodimtly  vain  of  it,  for  be  a^riously  said  to 
Dr,  Johnson,  **  You  have  not  such  a  one  in 
England;'  • 

The  profesBOrs  entertaioed  us  with  a  very 
pood  dinner.  Present:  Mnrison,  Shaw^  Cooke, 
IlilP,  llttddo,  Wutson,  Flint,  Brown.  I  ob- 
served,  that  1  wondered  to  see  him  eat  so  well, 
after  viewing;  so  many  sorrowful  scenes  of 
ruined  religious  inagnifacteuue.  "  Why,"  said 
he,  "  I  am  nr>t  sorry,  afler  seeing  these  gentle- 
men, ft)r  I  hey  are  not  sorry/'  Murison  said, 
all  sorrow  was  bad, as  it  was  niumiuring  against 
the  dispensations  of  Providence.  Joihison. 
'*  Sir,  sorrow  is  inherent  in  humanity.  As  jou 
cannot  judge  two  and  two  to  be  cither  five  or 
three,  but  eertiiiuly  four,  so,  when  comparing 
A  worse  presiint  state,  with  a  better  which  is 
pjist,  you  cannot  but  feel  sorrow.  It  is  not 
cured  by  rcjison,  but  by  the  incursion  of  present 
objects,  which  wear  out  the  past.  You  need  not 
murmur,  though  you  are  sorry."  Murisom. 
"  IJut  St,  Paul  says,  *  I  have  learnt,  iu  what- 
ever state  I  am,  therewith  to  be  content.'*' 
JouNSOW,  "  Sir,  tliat  relates  to  riches  and 
poverty ;  for  we  see  St.  Paul,  when  Ijc  had  a 
thorn  In  the  liesh,  prayed  earnestly  to  have  it 
removed ;  and  then  he  could  not  be  content." 
Muriaon,  thus  refuted,  tried  to  be  imart,  and 
drunk  to  Dr.  Johnson,  ''  Long  may  you  lec- 
ture !  *'  Dr.  Johnson  afterwards,  speaking  of 
hi*  not  drinkinj^  wine^  S4ud,  "  Tne  Doctor 
stMike  of  lectunng  (looking  to  him).  I  give  all 
these  lectures  on  water.'* 

He  defended  requiring  subscription  in  those 
admitted  to  universities,  thus  :  "  As  <dl  who 
cotne  ifito  the  country  must  obey  the  kin^r^  so 
all  who  come  into  an  univei'sity  mu.st  be  of  the 
Church/* 

And  here  I  must  do  Dr,  Johnson  the  justice 
to  contradict  a  very  absurd  and  ill-nntured 
fitory,  as  to  what  paaaeil  at  St.  Andrew's.  It 
bus  been  circulate<l,  that,  after  grace  was  said 
in  English,  in  the  usual  manner,  he,  witli  tlie 
c^atejit  marks  of  contempt,  as  if  he  hini  held 
It  to  be  no  ;rruco  in  an  university,  would  not 
sit  down  till  he  had  said  grace  aloud,  in  Latin. 
This  would  have  been  an  insult  indeed  to  the 


A Qt<r»« '«.  bf  Jnhn  sntl  Karmui  L«aI ie  (of  th«  Rothet  rami U ) , 
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C«rtl.; 

hitrut^l   im  Ju  rcs>   iu  lli  .4  f foitutv,      ■'  Th*« 

cmnJIn*!   *»»   nmrrlcred."  ii  in  bjii  "  Jo«ni#)r," 

"  liy   Ojc*  rtiHlatii  of  r«'l<ir  \A,^  inafintr  t»f  which 

Kn»x  h»  grl»eu  what  hi?  Iiun--'  U  ■  all*  n  tu'-rry  nArrolli'f ."  — 
C«niUM. 
'  *•  Thf  tJ^Turr,"  dUTi  .ffihn*r»n.  "  !«  not  v^rj  «p«rfnMt,  hut 
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gentlemen  who  were  entertaining  ua.  Bat  th« 
truth  was  precisely  thus.  In  tbe  eoixrse  of 
conversation  at  dinner.  Dr.  Johnson,  in  Yvrj 
good  humour,  said,  '"I  should  have  eit|»ti'ti"d 
to  have  heard  a  Latin  grace,  am  t  my 

learned  men  :  we  h:vl  always  a  L.i  iit 

Oxford.  I  believe  I  can  repeat  n.  ^wmh 
he  did,  as  giving  the  learned  men  in  one  place 
a  specimen  of  what  was  done  by  ihc  leuxncd 
men  in  anotlier  place.' 

We  went  and  saw  the  church,  i«^  which  is 
Archbishop  Sharp's  *  monuments'  I  wa»  struck 
with  the  same  kind  of  feelings  with  which  ihn 
churches  of  Italy  impre&sed  me,  I  wa»  much 
pleased  to  see  Dr.  Johnson  actually  tn  St, 
Andrew's,  of  which  we  had  talked  xo  long. 
Professor  Iladdo  was  with  us  this  afteTnoon, 
along  with  Dr.  Watson.  We  looked  at  St. 
Salvador's  College.  The  rooms  for  »tudent» 
aeemed  very  cuommodious,  and  Dr.  Johneinn 
said,  the  chapel  was  the  ne^itest  place  of  warship 
be  had  seen.  The  key  of  the  library  could 
not  be  found  ,  for  it  seems  Professor  Hill,  who 
was  out  of  town,  hud  taken  it  with  him.  Dr. 
Johnson  told  a  joke  he  had  heard  of  a  mona^- 
tery  abroad,  where  the  key  of  tlic  lihrary 
could  never  be  found. 

It  was  somewhat  dispiriting,  to  see  tittt 
ancient  archiepiscopal  city  now  sadly  deserted. 
We  saw  in  one  of  its  streets  a  remarkAble 
proof  of  liberal  toleration;  a  no:/  '  r- 

gj'man,  strutting  about  in  his  can  ch 

a  jolly  countenance  and  a  round  bTii>,  uiwc  a 
wdl-fed  monk. 

We  observed  two  occunationa  united  in  th«' 
same  person,  who  had  nung  out  two  sign- 
posts. Upon  one  was  '*  James  Hot^l,  White 
li-on  Smith  "  (».  e.  tin-plate  work^^r).  Upon 
another,  "  The  Art  of  Fencing  T&ught,  by 
James  Hood/'  Upon  this  last  were  painted  some 
treed,  and  two  men  fencing,  one  of  whom  had 
hit  the  other  in  the  eye.  to  show  his  gre^nt 
dexterity  ;  so  that  the  art  was  well  taught. 
JoHKsoN.  **  Were  I  studying  here,  I  should 
go  and  take  a  lesson.  I  remember  Hojic  ■,  in 
Ijts  bo<ik  on  this  art,  says,  '  the  Scotch  arc  very 
gootl  feiiri,Ts/  " 

IVe  returned  to  tlie  inn,  where  we  had  b^en 
entertained  at    dinner,  and    drank    t««    in 


>  Dr,  George  Hni.aathor  oT  Tknttivtcal  JmtMttia,  Ac^t 
bom  in  17&0,  dle4  in  Doocmbfr,  UUK-  _  W.i.m 

J  BoiwuJI  might  have  »dd«l.  thui    i  •■•  at  wi 

inn,  Johnfton  could  not    Imvc)  trtlii  '    a    Latla 

trace.  wUd  eren  "  M  Oxford  "  in  Uh   ..       ^    ...siU  vul}.^- 

4  Jiunc*  Slinrp.  Archbl*b(yp  of  8L  Andrpir't.  «••  4fmmA 

fmTii    hi.  r,,,.»,     ..n,l    i.iiir.l..r.,l    in    H,i.    ^r,t>»    ..f   M ..   .lULiul.t^, 


I -4>niimiriit  i»  of  ttalian  inarbln.     Tha  hrottMir  of  iha 

i"|j  Ifft  A  lUin  (nr  (iTt-v-rvijir  >t.  wliuli,   ni  '"tc  >»n 
haju.y  HAT,  Wn*  ■ 
fcility      Tiied,i 

«  Sir  WiiUani  I 
Id  1693.  a  work.  tiULiiiiil  /Ac  L^jtupkin  Fiiniit%£  SJutUr.  - 
Waionv. 
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company  with  some  of  the  professors,  of  whose 
ciTilities  I  beg  leave  to  add  my  humble  and 
very  grateful  acknowledgment  to  the  honour- 
able testimony  of  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his 
••Journey." 

We    talked  of  composition,  which  was  a 
favourite  topic  of  Dr.  Watson,  who  first  dis- 
tinguished   nimself  by  lectures  on  rhetoric. 
Johnson.    **  I  advised  Chambers,  and  would 
advise  every  voung  man  beginning  to  compose, 
to  do  it  03  fast  as  he  can,  to  get  a  habit  of 
having  his  mind  to  start  promptly ;   it  is  so 
much  more  difficult  to  improve  in  speed  than 
in  accuracy."     Watson.     "I  own  1  am  for 
much  attention  to  accuracy  in  composing,  lest 
one  should  get  bad  habits  of  doing  it  in  a 
slovenly  manner."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  you 
are  confounding  doing  inaccurately  with  the 
neceuity  of  doin^  inaccurately.    A  man  knows 
when  his  composition  is  inaccurate,  and  when 
he  thinks  fit  he*ll  correct  it.    But,  if  a  man  is 
accustomed  to  compose  slowly,  and  with  diffi- 
culty, upon  all  occasionii,  there  is  danger  that 
he  may  not  compose  at  all,  as  wc  do  not  like  to 
do  that  which  is  not  done  easily ;  and,  at  any 
rate,  more  time  is  consumed  in  a  small  matter 
than  ought  to  be."     Watson.     "  Dr.  Hugh 
Blair  has  taken  a  week  to  compose  a  sermon." 
Johnson.    "  Then,  Sir,  that  is  for  want  of  the 
habit  of  composing  quickly,  which  I  am  insist- 
ing one  should  acquire.*     Watson.     *^  Blair 
was  not  composing  all  the  week,  but  only  such 
hours  as  he  round  himself  disposed  for  compo- 
I    sit  ion."    JoH580N.   "  Nay,  Sir,  unless  ^ou  tell 
me  the  time  he  took,  you  tell  me  nothing.    If 
I  say  I  took  a  week  to  walk  a  mile,  and  have 
had  the  gout  five  days,  and  betni  ill  otherwise 
another  day,  I  have  taken  but  one  day.     I 
myself  have  com|)ose<l  about  forty  sermons.*    I 
have  begun  a  sermon  atlur  dinner,  and  sent  it  j 
olTbv  the  post  that  night.   I  wrote  fortv-eight  , 
of  tLe  printe«l  octavo  pages  of  the  Life  of ' 
Savage  at  a  sitting;    but  then  I   sat  up  all 
night.     I  have  also  written  six  sheets  in  a  day  | 
of  translation  from  the  French.""     Boswelt..  I 
"  We  have  all  observed  how  one  man  dresses  j 
biin-!«lf  slowlv,  and  another  fast."    Joiixsox.  ; 
•*  Yes,  Sir ;    it  is  wonderful  how  much  time  | 
•'•me  pe*>ple  will  consume  in  dressing;  taking  j 
up  u  thing  and  looking  ut  it,  and  laying  it 
flown,   and    taking  it  up  again.     Every   one 
should  get  the  habit  of  doing  it  quiekly.     1  ' 
would  say  to  a  young  divine,    Here  is  your  . 

I  Tlw  "Sfrmomt  UJt  for  publication  by  Dr.  Taylor  "  (»pe 
«ate.  p.  \*ri.  D.  A.  And  ptut,  'Jl.  Sept.  1777)  are  but  tventy-Jive  , 
ta  ttimbi-r.  _  Cnukb*.  184<;. 

s  TdU  jnukt  tiAve  bet^n  the  traniUtion  of  Lnbo,  for  Jobnson 
truirlttfd  no  <i(h<T  work,  that  I  know  nf,  consi^tine  of  IKj 
f^e».  fmtn  U\*  French.  This  arconiit  nf  »o  miidi  dillffitncu 
4r-^  noc  v^ra  to  •|En>r  « Ith  that  before  (riv*'n  of  hj«  indolpiicv  > 
in  rn«nplt^inr  that  iraiinliition.  S(>e  anti,  p. 'il.  But,  at 
Sir  W  Jter  St^iCt  obirrvf*.  "  a  pool  i>  iitailly  KucreMud  in  a 


f\99!t  bj  a  rurrt^t.  acid  hr  majr  have  written  fust  to  make  up 


I 

Vm  wky." —  Cbok».     I'rrhap».  the  I»bo  is  not  meant  at  alf.  I 

Durtng  crrtain  years  of  early  life,  which   Hoiwell  learet  j 

nrorlj  a  blank.  Dr.  Johnoon  may  have   tran«lat«'d  many  J 
Frrseh  trifles  for  the  botiksellers.  as  to  which  in  after  day« 

b«  miiht  choose  la  be  sili>nt.  —[.ockhakt.  | 

3  It  Is  ferj  ftinguliu'  that  Dr.  Johnton,  with  all  h!»  epi<roiial 

pvlialitj,  UiouU  hsTC  TLiitcd  Archbishop  Sharp's  rauiiunu'iit,  I 


text ;  let  me  see  how  soon  you  can  make  a 
sermon.  Then  Fd  say.  Let  me  see  how  much 
better  you  can  make  it.  Thus  I  should  see 
both  his  powers  and  his  judgment.** 

We  all  went  to  Dr.  Watson's  to  supper. 
Miss  Sharp,  great  grandchild  of  Archbisnop 
Sharp  ^,  was  there,  as  was  Mr.  Craig,  the  in- 
genious architect  of  the  new  town  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  nephew  of  Thomson,  to  whom 
Dr.  Johnson  has  since  done  so  much  justice  in 
his  "Lives  of  the  Poets.*' 

We  talked  of  memory,  and  its  various 
modes.  Johnson.  "  Memory  will  play  strange 
tricks.  One  sometimes  loses  a  single  word.  I 
once  \oi\fugace8  in  the  Ode  *■  Fosthume,  Post- 
humc.* "  I  mentioned  to  him,  that  a  worthy 
gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  actually  forgot 
his  own  name.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  that  was  a 
morbid  oblivion." 

Friday.,  Avg.  20.  —  Dr.  Shaw,  the  professor 
of  divinity,  breakfasted  with  us.  I  took  out 
my  "  Ogden  on  Prayer,"  and  read  some  of  it 
to  the  company.  Dr.  Johnson  praised  him. 
"Abemeth^,"*  said  he,  "allows  only  of  a 
physical  effect  of  prayer  upon  the  mind,  which 
may  be  produced  many  ways  as  well  as  by 
prayer;  for  instance,  by  meditation.  Ogden 
goes  farther.  In  truth,  we  have  the  consent  of 
all  nations  for  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  whether 
offered  up  by  individuals  or  by  assemblies; 
and  Revelation  has  told  us  it  will  be  efi*ectual." 
I  said,  "  Leechman  *  seemed  to  Incline  to 
Aberneth  v*s  doctrine."  Dr.  Watson  observed, 
that  Leechman  meant  to  show  that,  even  ad- 
mitting no  effect  to  be  produced  by  prayer, 
respecting  the  Deity,  it  was  useful  to  our  own 
minds.  lie  hsul  given  only  a  part  of  his  system  : 
Dr.  Johnson  thought  he  should  have  given  the 
whole. 

Dr.  Johnson  enforced  the  strict  observance 
of  Sunday.  "  It  should  Iw  different  (lie  ob- 
served) from  another  day.  Peojile  may  walk, 
but  not  throw  stones  at  birds.  There  may  be 
reliixation,  but  there  should  be  no  levity."  " 

We  went  and  saw  Colonel  Naime's  garden 
and  grotto.  Here  was  a  fine  old  i)lane  tree. 
Unluckily  the  colonel  said  there  wa.s  but  this 
and  another  large  tree  in  the  county.  This 
assert  itm  was  an  excellent  cue  for  Dr.  Johnson, 
who  laughed  enormously,  (tailing  to  me  to  hear 
it.  He  had  expatiated  to  me  on  the  nakedness 
of  that  part  of  ScotKind  which  he  had  seen.'' 
His  "Journey"  has  been  violently  abused  for 

and  been  in  comt>.iny  with  his  dect'ndant,  without  makinn 
any  iib«ervatii)ii  on  hii  character  and  mflaucholy  death,  ur 

on  the  general  lubject  of  Scottish  epikcui>acy Walter 

Scott. 

I  An  Irish  disaentinir  divine.  who«e  nitcimrtfM  on  the 
Divine  Attributn.  and  some  vohim«*4  of  sermon*,  are  highly 
estifined  <>ven  bv  the  cleriry  of  the  I'hurch  of  Kngland.  He 
die«l  in  1740.  —  Ckoklr. 

i  Dr.  William  Leechman,  Principal  of  the  College  at 
Glasirow  (whrre  JohiiM>n  subsequently  visited  him),   who 

Subliihed,  among  f>ther  valuable  works,  a  di»courM>  Om  the 
'alnrf,  Rfasonab'rneM.  and  Adrantaget  t^f  Pi  oyer.  He  died 
In  17"^.  agi'd  eighty.  — Ckoker. 
«  Yvt  see  fl«/e.  ii.  VM.  n.  4.  —  C. 

7  Johnson  ha^  been  unjustly  abused  for  dwelling  on  the 
l)ariMH'><  of  Kifi'.  Thi-re  are  gwKl  trees  in  many  |>arts  of  that 
rouuty,  but  the  east  coast,  along  which  lay  Johnson's  route, 
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what  he  has  said  upon  this  subject.  But  let 
it  be  considered  that,  when  Dr.  Johnson  talks 
of  trees,  he  means  trees  of  good  size,  such  as 
he  was  accustomed  to  see  in  England ;  and  of 
these  there  are  certainly  very  few  upon  the 
eastern  coast  of  Scotland.  Besides,  ne  said, 
that  he  meant  to  give  only  a  map  of  the  road ; 
and  let  any  traveller  observe  how  many  trees, 
which  deserve  the  name,  he  can  see  from  the 
road  from  Berwick  to  Aberdeen.  Hod  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  "there  are  no  trees"  upon  this 
line,  he  would  have  said  what  is  colloquially 
true ;  because,  by  no  trees,  in  common  speech, 
we  mean  few.  When  he  is  particular  in  count- 
ing, he  may  be  attacked.  I  know  not  how 
Colonel  Naime  came  to  say  there  were  but 
two  large  trees  in  the  county  of  Fife.  I  did 
not  perceive  that  he  smiled.  There  are  cer- 
tainly not  a  great  many;  but  I  could  have 
shown  him  more  than  two  at  Bolmuto,  from 
whence  my  ancestors  came,  and  which  now 
belongs  to  a  branch  of  my  family. 

The  grotto  was  ingeniously  constructed.  In 
the  front  of  it  were  petrified  stocks  of  fir, 
plane,  and  some  other  trees.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
"  Scotland  has  no  right  to  boast  of  this  grotto  ; 
it  is  owing  to  personal  merit.  I  never  denied 
personal  merit  to  many  of  you.'*  Professor 
Shaw  said  to  me,  as  we  w^ked,  "  This  is  a 
wonderful  man ;  he  is  master  of  every  subject 
he  handles.*'  Dr.  Watson  allowed  him  a  very 
strong  understanding,  but  wondered  at  his 
total  mattention  to  established  manners,  as  he 
came  from  London. 

I  have  not  preserved,  in  my  Journal,  any  of 
the  conversation  which  passed  between  Dr. 
Johnson  and  Professor  Shaw  ;  but  I  recollect 
Dr.  Johnson  said  to  me  afterwards,  "  I  took 
much  to  Shaw.** 

We  left  St.  Andrew's  about  noon,  and  some 
miles  from  it,  observing,  at  Lcuchars,  a  church 
with  an  old  tower,  we  stopped  to  look  at  it. 
The  manse,  as  the  parsonage-house  is  called 
in  Scotland,  was  close  by.  I  waited  on  the 
minister,  mentioned  our  names,  and  begged  he 
would  tell  us  what  he  knew  about  it.  lie  was 
a  very  civil  old  man  ;  but  could  only  inform 
us,  that  it  was  supposed  to  have  stood  eight 
hundred  years.  He  told  us  there  was  a  colony 
of  Danes  in  his  parish ;  that  they  had  landed 
at  a  remote  period  of  time,  and  still  remained 
a  distinct  people.  Dr.  Johnson  shrewdly  in- 
quired, whether  they  had  brought  women  with 
tnem.  We  were  not  satisfied  as  to  this 
colony.' 

We  saw,  this  day,  Dundee  and  Aberbrothick, 


it  certainly  dratitute  of  wood,  excepting  jroung  plantations. 
Tiie  otArr  tree  mentioned  by  Colonel  Naime  is  probably  the 
Prior  Letham  plane,  measuriux  in  circumference  at  the 
surface  nearly  twenty  feet,  and  at  the  sotting  on  of  the 
branches  nineteen  feet.  This  giant  of  the  forest  stands  iu 
a  cold  exposed  situation,  apart  from  every  other  tree.— 
Waltrb  SroTT. 

I  The  colony  of  Leuchars  in  a  ruin  imagination  concerning 
a  certain  Om-t  of  Danes  wrecked  on  Sheughy  Dikes.— 
Walter  Scott.     The  fishing  people  on  that  coast  have. 


the  last  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  has  celebrated 
in  his  **  Journey.**  *  Upon  the  road  we  talked 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith.  He  mentioned 
(I  think^  Tillot8on*s  argument  against  tran- 
substantiation :  —  '*  That  we  are  as  sure  we 
see  bread  and  wine  only,  as  that  we  read 
in  the  Bible  the  text  on  which  that  false  doc- 
trine is  founded.  We  have  only  the  evidence 
of  our  senses  for  both.**  —  "If,**  he  adde<], 
"  Gk)d  had  never  spoken  figuratively,  we  might 
hold  that  he  speaxs  literally,  when  he  says, 
' This  is  my  body.' **  Boswell.  "But  what 
do  you  say.  Sir,  to  the  ancient  and  continued 
tradition  of  the  Church  upon  this  point?** 
Johnson.  "  Tradition,  Sir,  haa  no  place  where 
the  Scriptures  are  plain  \  and  tradition  cannot 
persuade  a  man  into  a  belief  of  transubstan- 
tiation.  Able  men,  indeed,  have  said  they 
believed  it.** 

This  is  an  awful  subject  I  did  not  then 
press  Dr.  Johnson  upon  it ;  nor  shall  I  now 
enter  upon  a  disquisition  concerning  the 
import  of  those  words  uttered  by  our  Saviour^ 
which  had  such  an  effect  upon  many  of  his 
disciples,  that  they  "went  back,  and  walked  no 
more  with  him.**  The  catechism  and  solemn 
office  for  communion,  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, maintain  a  mysterious  belief  in  more 
than  a  mere  commemoration  of  the  death  of 
Christ,  by  partaking  of  the  elements  of  bread 
and  wine. 

Dr.  Johnson  put  me  in  mind,  that  at  St. 
Andrew's  I  had  defended  my  profession  very 
well,  when  the  question  had  again  been  started. 
Whether  a  lawyer  might  honestly  engage  with 
the  first  side  that  offers  him  a  fee.  "Sir,** 
said  I,  "  it  was  with  your  arguments  against 
Sir  William  Forbes ;  but  it  was  much  Uiat  I 
could  wield  the  arms  of  Goliath.*' 

He  said,  our  judges  had  not  gone  deep  in 
the  (question  concerning  literary  property.  I 
mentioned  Lord  Monboddo's  opinion,  lliat  if  a 
man  could  get  a  work  by  heart,  he  might  print 
it,  as  by  such  an  act  the  mind  is  exercised. 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  a  man*s  repeating  it  no 
more  makes  it  his  property,  th.<in  a  man  may 
sell  a  cow  which  he  drives  home.**  I  said, 
printing  an  abridgment  of  a  work  was  allowed, 
which  was  only  cutting  the  horns  and  tail  off 
the  cow.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  *t  is  making 
the  cow  have  a  calf.** 

About  eleven  at  night  we  arrived  at  Mont- 
rose. We  found  but  a  sorry  inn,  where  I 
myself  saw  another  waiter  put  a  lump  of  sugar 
with  his  fingers  into  Dr.  Johnson*s  lemonade, 
for  which  he  called  him  "  rascal !  **    It  pnt  me 


however,  all  the  appearance  of  being  a  different  rmet  from 
the  inland  population,  aud  their  dialect  has  many  peculiari- 
ties  I..OCKHART. 

«  "  I  should  scarcely  hate  regretted  my  JoumeT.  had  It 
afforded  nothing  more  than  the  sight  of  Aberbrochick." — 
Journey.  —  Wright. 

»  "  Then  Jesus  said  unto  them*  Verily,  yrriXf,  1  siiy  imlo 
vou.  except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  BCaa,  and  drmk 
his  hlood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."—  See  St.  John's  Goapd, 
chap.  tI.  A3,  and  following  Yenes.— BoawBX. 
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excellent  man  and  cniluent  acbolar,  b)r  whose  ^ 
labours  a  knowledge  of  the    Latin   Inne^unge  | 
Will  be  preserved  m  Scotlund,  U'  it  ^tiall   be 
preserved  at  all.     Lord  GardenssUm ',  one  of 
our  jutlges»  collected  money  to  raise  a  monu- 
ment t*>Tiim  at  this  place^  which  1  hope  will  be  I 
well  executed.     I  know  my  fathir  gave  five  ' 
guineas  towards  it.     Lord  Gartk'n«tone  is  the 
proprietor  of  Lawrence  Kirk,  and  has  encou- 
raged the  building  of  a  mjuiufacturinfr  village, 
of  which  he  is  exceedingly  fonil,  and  has  writ-  ' 
ten  a  pamphlet  upon  it,  im  if  he  had  founded 
ThebcB*  ill  which,   however,  there  are  many 
uiieful     precepts     strongly    expressed.      The 
village  swemou  to  be  irregularly  built,  some  of 
the  nous^es  being  of  day,  some  of  brick,  and 
some  of  brick   antl  stone.     Dr.  Jolinson  ob- 
6ervc<l,  they  thatched  well  here. 

I  was  a  little  actjuainted  with  Mr.  Forbes, 
the  minister  of  the  parish.  I  sent  to  inform 
him  that  a  gentleman  desired  to  see  him.  He 
returned  for  answer,  "  that  he  would  not  come 
to  a  .'*trang;er."  I  then  gave  my  name,  and  he 
cj^ime.  I  remonstrated  to  him  for  not  coming 
to  a  stranger ;  and,  bv  presenting  him  to  Dr, 
Johnson,  proved  to  him  what  a  stranger  might 
sometime*}  be.  His  Bible  inculcates  ^  be  not 
forgetftil  to  entertain  strangers,"  and  mentions 
the  same  motive.*  He  defended  himself  by 
saying,  *'  He  had  once  come  to  a  stranger,  who 
sent  Kir  him ;  and  he  found  hun  *  a  liHle-^worth 
perxon  !  *  " 

Dr.  Johnson  insisted  on  stopping  at  the  inn, 
OS  I  told  him  Lord  (Jardennloue  bad  furnished 
it  with  a  colled  ion  ot  biwik^,  that  travellers 
might  have  entertainment  for  the  mind  as  well 
as  the  body»  Ho  praised  the  design,  but  wished 
there  had  befio  more  books,  and  those  bett^jr 
chosen. 

About  a  mile  from  Monboddo,  where  you 
tuni  oif  the  road,  Joseph  was  waiting  to  tell 
Ufl  my  U»ftl  exjjeeted  ua  to  dinner.  VV  e  drove 
over  a  wild  moor.  It  mined,  and  the  scene 
was  9ometThut  dreary.  Dr.  Johnson  repeateil, 
with  solemn  emphasis,  Macbeth's  speech  on 
meeting  the  witches.  As  we  travelled  01%  he 
told  me,  *'  Sir,  you  ^ot  into  out  Club  by  doing 
what  a  man  can  do.^  Several  of  the  mcmbei's 
wished  to  keep  you  out.  Burke  told  me,  he 
doubted  if  you  were  fit  for  it :  but,  now  you 
are  in,  none  of  them  are  ?orry.  Burke  says, 
that  you  have  f>o  much  goocHmmour  naluraliy^ 
It  is  scarce  a  virtue.**  Boswell.  *'  They  were 
afrmtl  of  you,  Sir,  as  it  was  you  who  prt^posed' 
me/'  Jou?<5oN.  Sir,  they  knew,  that  it  they  re- 
fused you,  they'd  probably  never  have  got  in 


In  r 

'"  tftit  t.T  onf.  rt.4ln   •triing«<^r«  ;   for  iK^rfb? 

•on  M,-,."_  it«ii  xiti.  a    A 

pi' <■  :  BruirHI  t  — CitdKKM. 

^  nrr.      i   iti|»p4H4*   Dr. 


another.  Fd  have  kept  tliem  all  out.  Bcau- 
elerk  was  very  earnest  tor  you."  Bo«W£XX. 
*'  H  eauclcrk  hat)  a  keenness  of  mind  which  ii 
very  uncommon."  Johnson.  "  Yen,  Sir ;  and 
every  thing  come*  from  him  90  owijy.  It  up- 
pears  to  me  that  I  labour,  when  I  tuiy  a  good 
thing."  B06WEIJ..  *'  You  are  loud,  Sir,  but  it 
is  not  an  effort  of  mind.*' 

Monboddo  is  a  wretched  plsee^  wild  niid 
naked,  with  a  poor  old  house,  though,  if  I  re- 
collect right,  there  are  two  turrets,  which  nuirk 
an  old  barou*s  residence.  Lord  Monboildo 
received  us  at  his  gate  most  cot»^tco»^ly  ; 
pointed  to  the  Douglas  arras  upon  hi«  house, 
ttncl  told  us  that  his  great -grandmother  was  of 
that  family,  *"  Li  such  houses,"  3ai<J  he,  **aur 
ancestors  lived,  who  were  belter  men  than 
we,"  "  No,  no,  ray  lord,**  said  Dr.  Jolmson  ; 
"  we  are  as  strong  m  they,  and  a  great  »leftl 
wiser."  This  was  an  a&itault  upon  one  of  Lord 
Monboddo's  capital  dogmas,  and  I  was  afraid 
there  would  have  lieen  a  violent  aJtercatiou  Ju 
the  very  close,  before  we  got  into  th«>  house. 
But  his  lordship  is  distinguished  not  only  for 
^^  ancient  metaphysics,"  but  for  xmmeixipolitesM^ 
"  la  vieilie  cour^"  and  he  made  no  reply. 

His  lordship  was  drest  in  a  rustic  jtuit,  and 
wore  a  little  round  hat ;  he  told  Uft,  we  sow 
saw  him  as  Farmer  Burnet,  and  we  should 
have  his  family  dinner,  a  farmer'*  dinner.  He 
sajtl,  "  I  should  not  have  forgiven  Mr.  Boswell, 
had  he  not  brought  you  her«\  Dr.  Johnaon*'' 
He  produced  a  very  long  stalk  of  corn,  a»  a 
specimen  of  his  cro]n  and  said,  "  You  see  here 
the  Itttas  wgettH : "  he  added,  that  Virgil 
seemed  to  be  as  enthusljiartc  a  fiuuier  *  as  he, 
and  was  certninly  a  pi-actical  one.  Johxsos, 
'*It  does  not  always  tbllow,  my  loni.  thai  n 
man,  who  has  written  a  gf>od  poem  on  an  Lri_ 
has  iiractised  it.  Philip  Jitiller  told  1 
in  rnilips's  '"^  Cyder,"  a  poem,  al!  the  [ 
were  just,  and  indeed  better  than  in  iictokt 
written  for  the  purpose  of  instructing ;  j^^ 
Pliilipi^  had  never  made  cyder." ' 

I  started  the  subject  of  emigration,  JoHJf- 
80N.  *'  To  a  man  of  mere  animal  life,  vou  ran 
urge  no  argument  against  going  to  Amcricft, 
but  that  it  will  lie  some  time  before  he  will  get 
the  earth  to  produce.  But  a  man  of  any  in- 
tellectual enjoyment  will  not  easily  go  oiid 
iromer:iie  hinuelf  aod  his  posterity  ior  Hges  ia 
barbarism. 

He  and  iny  lord  9poke  highly  of  Homer. 
JoiiwsoK.  "  He  had  all  the  leAmmg  of  his  age. 
The  shield  of  Achilles  shows  a  nation  in  war, 
a  nation   in   peace :  harvest  sport,  nay  steal- 
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infif.** '  MoNBODDo.  "  Ay,  and  what  we 
(looking  to  me)  would  call  a  parliament-house 
Bcene ;  a  cause  pleaded/*  Johitson.  "  That  is 
pari  of  the  life  of  a  nation  in  peace.  And 
there  are  in  Homer  such  characters  of  heroes, 
and  combinations  of  qualities  of  heroes,  that 
the  united  powers  of  mankind  ever  since  have 
not  produced  any  but  what  arc  to  be  found 
there."  MownoDDO.  "Yet  no  character  is 
deKribed.**  Johnson.  "  No ;  they  all  deve- 
lope  themselves.  Agamemnon  is  always  a 
gentleman-like  character ;  he  has  always  Batrt- 
Airoi'  Tt.  *  lliat  the  ancients  held  so,  is  plain 
from  this;  that  Euripides,  in  his  Hecuba, 
makes  him  the  person  to  interpose.** '  Mon- 
BODOO.  "  The  history  of  manners  is  the  most 
Talaablc.  I  neyer  set  a  high  value  on  any  other 
history."  Johnson.  "Nor  I;  and  therefore 
I  esteem  biography,  as  giving  us  what  comes 
near  to  ourselves,  what  we  can  turn  to  use." 
BoawKix.  "  But  in  the  course  of  general  his- 
tory we  find  manners.  In  wars,  we  see  the 
dbpositions  of  people,  their  degrees  of  human- 
ity, and  other  particulars."  Johnson.  '*  Yes ; 
but  then  you  must  take  all  the  facts  to  get 
this,  and  it  is  but  a  little  you  set  Mon- 
BOODO.  **And  it  is  that  little  which  makes 
history  valuable."  Bravo!  thought  I;  they 
agree  like  two  brothers.  ^Ionboddo.  "  I  am 
sorry.  Dr.  Johnson,  you  were  not  longer  at 
Edinbui^  to  receive  the  homage  of  our  men 
of  learning."  Johnson.  "  My  lord,  I  received 
f^rcat  resect  and  great  kindness.'*  Boswell. 
**  He  goes  back  to  Edinburgh  after  our  tour.'* 
We  tuked  of  the  decrease  of  leartiing  in  Scot- 
land, and  of  tiie  "  Muses*  Welcome."  John- 
now.  *•  Learning  is  much  decrease<l  in  England, 
in  my  rememJbrance."  Monboddo.  "  You, 
Sir,  mive  lived  to  see  its  decrease  in  England, 
I  its  extinction  in  Scotland."  However,  I 
brought  him  to  confess  that  the  high  school  of 
Edinburgh  did  well.  Johnson.  "  Learning 
I  has  decreased  in  England,  because  learning 
1  will  not  do  so  much  for  a  man  as  formerly. 
There  are  other  ways  of  getting  preferment. 
Few  bishops  are  now  made  for  their  learning. 
To  be  a  bishop,  a  man  must  be  learned  in  a 
learned  age,  fai'tioiis  in  a  factious  age,  but 
always  of  eminence.  Warburton  is  an  excep- 
tion, though  his  learning  alone  did  not  raise 


■  Mj  note  of  this  is  miicb  too  short.  Brevit  esu  labvro, 
^htcmrmsjia.  Yet  as  1  have  resolved,  that  tke  trry  Joumai 
rJktck  Dr.  JohuMom  read  shall  bn  prrsentKi  to  the  public.  I 
«ill  DOC  expand  the  teit  in  any  considerable  degree,  though 
I  aaj  occasionally  supply  a  word  to  complete  the  sen<e,  as  I 
lU  up  the  blanks  of  abbreviation  in  the  writing,  neither  of 
whlcb  can  be  said  to  change  the  genuine  Journal.  One  of 
th*  b*-it  critics  of  our  age  conjertures  that  the  imperfect  pas- 
Ufv  aboTi*  hat  prubahir  been  as  follows  :  —  "  In  his  book  we 
have  an  accurate  displaj  of  a  naliou  in  war.  and  a  nation  in 
prarr  ;  the  peasant  is  delineated  as  truly  as  the  general ;  nay, 
evm  harvest  sport,  and  the  modes  of  ancient  theft,  are  de- 
■cvlbcd.  "  —  BotwKLL.  The  critic  was  proltably  Dr.  Hugh 
BUtr.  —  W*tTs«  Scott. 

■  XamutAmg  rfgal. —CnoKZK. 

*  I>r  Johnson  mndexUy  said,  he  had  not  read  Homer  so 
«arfa  as  be  wiHhpd  he  nad  dune.  Kut  this  conversation 
tbowa  bov  well  be  was  acquainted  with  tho  Mfcon^an  bard  ; 
^tA  he  bis  shown  it  #tni  more  in  his  rritioium  upon  Poih''s 
llowfr.  lo  hU  life  of  that  poet.    My  excellcDt  friend.  Mr. 


him.  He  was  first  an  antagonist  to  Pope,  and 
helped  Theobald  to  publish  his  Shakspeare; 
but,  seeing  Pope  the  rising  man,  when  Crousaz 
attacked  his  *  Essay  on  Alan,*  for  some  faults 
which  it  has,  and  some  which  it  has  not.  War- 
burton  defended  it  in  the  Review  of  that  time. 
This  brought  him  acquainted  with  Pope,  and 
he  gained  his  friendship.  Pope  introduced 
him  to  Allen,  Allen  married  him  to  his  niece ; 
so,  by  Allen's  interest  and  his  own,  he  was 
made  a  bishop.*  But  then  his  learning  was 
the  sine  qua  non.  He  knew  how  to  make  the 
most  of  it,  but  I  do  not  find  by  any  dishonest 
means."  Monboddo.  "He  is  a  great  man." 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  he  has  great  knowledge,  great 
power  of  mind.  Hardly  any  man  brings  greater 
variety  of  learning  to  bear  upon  his  point." 
Monboddo.  "  He  is  one  of  the  greatest  lights 
of  your  Church.**  Johnson.  '*  Why,  we  are 
not  so  sure  of  his  being  very  friendly  to  us. 
He  blazes,  if  you  will,  but  that  is  not  always 
the  steadiest  light.  Lowth  is  another  bishop 
who  has  risen  by  his  learning.** 

Dr.  Johnson  examined  young  Arthur,  Lord 
Monboddo*s  son,  in  Latin.  He  answiered  very 
well ;  upon  which  he  said,  with  complacency, 
"  Get  you  gone !  When  King  James  comes 
back*,  you  shall  be  in  the  '  Muses'  Welcome  I' " 
My  lord  and  Dr.  Johnson  disputed  a  little, 
whether  the  savage  or  the  London  shopkeeper 
had  the  best  existence  ;  his  lordship,  as  usual, 
preferring  the  savage.  My  lord  was  extremely 
hospitable,  and  I  saw  both  Dr.  Johnson  and 
him  liking  each  other  better  every  hour. 

Dr.  Johnson  having  retired  for  a  short  time, 
his  lordship  spoke  of  his  conversation  as  I 
could  havt  wished.  Dr.  Johnson  hatl  said, 
"  I  have  done  greater  feats  with  my  knife  than 
thi.s ; "  though  he  had  eaten  a  very  hearty 
dinner.  My  lord,  who  affectf*  or  believes  he 
follows  an  abstemious  system,  seemed  struck 
with  Dr.  Johnson's  manner  of  living.  I  hud 
a  particular  satisfaction  in  being  under  the 
roof  of  Monbo<ldo,  my  lord  being  my  father's 
old  friend,  and  having  been  always  very  good 
to  me.  We  were  cordial  together.  He  asked 
Dr.  Johnson  and  me  to  stay  all  night.  When 
I  said  we  must  be  at  Aberdeen,  he  replied, 
"  Well,  I  am  like  the  Rtmuins :  I  shall  say  to 
you,   '  Happy  to  come ;  happy  to  depart !  *  " 


Lungton.  told  me.  he  was  once  present  at  a  dispute  betwi>en 
Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Burke,  on  ttie  comparative  merits  of 
Homer  and  Virgil,  which  was  carried  on  with  extraordinary 
abilities  on  both  sides.     Dr.  Johnson  maintained  the  su|m-- 

riority  of  Homer Boswell. 

'  It  was  probiblr  a  misunderstanding  o^^  some  such  con- 
versation a»  thiit.  t))at  induced  Dr.  Strahantu  it.-ite  that  tlie 
kin;;  had  told  Johnson,  that  Pope  had  mnde  WarbMrtun  a 

)t  here  given  u 
Dr.  Strahun's 


foyc 
bitfuyp.   See  ante,  p.  1H.V  n.  2.  Johnson's  account  here  given  u 
rAtiDnal  and  consistent  with  tne  known  farts. 

aneinlote  is  neither Chorek. 

^  I  find  some  doubt  has  Iteen  entertained  concerning  Dr. 
Johnson's  meaning  here.  It  is  to  l»e  )knpi>osed  that  he  mc-nnt 
"  when  a  king  shall  again  tte  entertained  in  Scotland."  — 
Do«WKLL.  This  WHS,  probablr,  anc»ther  touch  of  Jacohilr 
pleasantry:  and  Johnson  was'.  poiha|>s.  as  Mr.  Chambers 
sugi{e«ted  to  me,  thinking  of  one  of  the  addresses  in  the 
Musrs'  ll'rlcowe,  which  was  sp<tk»'n  by  a  very  young  boy, 
t..c  son  of  the  Eai  I  of  Winton.  _  Chokf.r,  l8:i•^. 


290 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1773. 


Ih"  \h%uVt't}  Dr.  Johnson  for  his  visit.  John- 
80K.  *'  1  littli*  thoTij^ht,  when  1  had  the  honour 
to  meet  vour  lonleihip  in  Loutloti,  ihat  1  should 
wx*  you  ni  Mf»ril)odao  "  After  dinner,  sa  tho  | 
htilicji  were  ffoing:  iiway,  r)r.  John.M*!)  would 
Etnnd  lip.  *  Ho  iiiHistt'd  that  jmlitoness  was  of 
If  real  c«n&e<]uenee  iu  goc'urty.  "It  is/'  suid 
he,  **  ficlitiniw  benevolence^  It  supplies  ihu 
phire  of  it  jimon^t  thowj  who  see  each  other 
Oidv  in  piihlic^  or  hut  little.  Depend  upon  it 
the  want  of  it  never  fails  to  produce  something 
di-sjijxreesihle  to  one  or  other.  1  have  always 
jijjplied  to  good  breeding,  what  Addiaoii,  in 
bis  Cttto,  siiys  of  honour :  — 

"  *  Tlrmour's  a  sacred  tie  ;  the  hiw  of  kings  ; 
TIk'  nohlu  uiiiur^i  diKtinguUliing  iJerfLt'tion, 
'Hiat  aid*  and  stTeiigthem  Vrrtue  where  it  meets 

h*r, 
And  imitates  hrr  actions  where  she  \<t  not/'* 

^\'hen  he  look  up  his  large  oak  stick,  he 
aaid^^My  lord,  that's  Homeric;"  thuM  plea- 
santly alludin|r  to  hia  lordship's  favourite 
writer. 

Gory»  my  lord's  blaek  servant,  wna  sent  as 
our  guide,  to  conduct  us  to  tlie  high  road. 
The  circumatance  of  each  of  thein  having  a 
black  ser^'ftnt  was  another  point  of  similarity 
between  Johnson  and  ilonboddo,  I  observed 
how  curious  it  Wivs  to  ,*iee  an  -^Vfrican  in  the 
north  of  Scotland,  with  little  or  no  diflererjce 
of  niainiera  from  tln>se  of  the  nutives,  Dr. 
Johnson  laughed  to  sec  Gory  and  Joseph 
rifling  together  most  cordially,  "'niosetwo 
fellows,"  said  he,  **  one  fr»>ni  Africii,  the  other 
from  Bohenjiii,  »cem  ouite  »t.  home/*  He  was 
much  pleased  wllh  Loi'd  AIoiilHKldo  to-day. 
He  said,  he  would  have  pardoned  him  for  a 
few  paradoxes,  when  he  found  that  he  ha<l  so 
much  t hut  was  gcxxl :  but  th^t,  from  his  ft|)- 
peai'ftnce  in  London,  he  thought  him  all  para- 
dox ;  which  would  not  do.  I  le  observed  i  hut 
his  lor*iihip  had  talked  no  punidoxes  to-day. 
"  And  as  to  the  savage  and  tlie  Loudon  shop- 
keeper," ^aid  he,  "  1  don't  know  but  I  might 
have  taken  tho  side  of  the  savage  equally,  bad 
any  ImkIv  else  taken  the  side  of  the  shop- 
kee[)er/*  *  He  had  said  to  my  lord,  in  oppo- 
sition (41  the  value  of  the  savage's  courage,  that 
it  WR5  owing  to  his  Tmuted  power  of  thinking, 
nnd  repeat^cMi  Pope's  verses,  in  which  "  Alace- 
dohia's  uiAihitan '  is  introduced,  and  the  coq- 
cluiilon  ts^ 

♦♦Yet  ne'er  looks  forward  farther  than  hi*  nose."* 

I  objected  to  the  lost  phrase,  us  being  low. 


»  Rraden  of  th 
to  Ijidina,  tiow  no  ' 

It  lUrt'lv  vvAf  Itnf 

«  J,,'  ■ 

Dili'. 


JoHi^HOM,  "Sir,  it  is  intended  to  ]»e  low:  it 
b  .satire.  The  ejcpression  in  debased,  to  debase 
the  character." 

When  G017  was  about  to  p«t  from  tis,  Dr. 
Johnson  called  to  him,  "  Mr-  Gory,  giv»?  me 
leave  to  ask  you  a  question !  are  you  baptized  ?" 
Gory  told  him  he  was  —  and  eonlirmed  bv  the 
Bifi^hop  of  Durham.  He  then  gave  hitn  a 
shilling. 

We  had  a  tidloua  driving  this  aAernnoii, 
and  were  somewhat  drowsy.  Lost  night  I  vena 
afraid  Dr.  Johnson  was  Iteginning  U»  faint  in 
hia  resolution ;  for  he  sail),  "  If  we  miwt  ride 
much,  we  shall  not  go;  and  ther«'d  mi  end 
on't."  To-day,  when  he  talke<l  of  Sky  with 
spirit,  I  said,  **■  Why,  Sir,  you  seemed  to  me  tc» 
despond  yesterday.  You  are  a  delicate  Lon- 
doner ;  you  are  a  macearoni ;  you  cJMi't  ride." 
JoHNfloir,  "  Sir,  I  shidl  ride  better  than  you, 
I  was  only  afraid  I  should  not  find  a  horse 
able  to  carry  me."  1  hoped  then  fhero  windd 
be  no  fear  of  getting  through  our  wild  Tour. 

We  cajne  to  Aberdeen  at  half  an  hour  paM 
eleven.  The  New  Inn,  we  were  t*'!'  "  "■  (ull. 
lliis  was  comfortless-     The  wai'  ■  r, 

asked  if  one  of  our  names  wa.'  1  od 

brought  me  a  letter  left  at  the  inn  :  it  was  tram 
Mr.  Thrale,  enclosing  one  to  Dr.  Johnson.  Find- 
inp:  who  I  was,  we  were  told  they  would  con- 
trive to  lodge  us  by  putttn«^  ua  for  a  night  inti> 
a  room  with  two  beds.  The  waiter  faid  to  me 
in  the  broad  strong  Aberdeenshire  dialect,  **  1 
thought  I  knew  vou,  by  your  likene^A  10  vour 
father/'  Mv  father  puts  up  at  the  New  Inn, 
when  on  his  circuit-  Little  was  said  lo*nigbt. 
I  WJ4S  to  sleep  in  a  little  pre««-bed  in  Dr.  John- 
son'* n>om,  I  had  it  wheeled  out  into  the 
dining-room,  and  there  I  lay  very  wclL 

Suwiny^  Aug,  22.  —  I  sent  a  message  lo  Pro- 
fejisor  Thomas  Gordon,  who  came  and  break- 
fasted with  us.  He  had  secured  pcata  for  n^ 
at  the  English  chapel.  We  fount!  a  respect* 
able  congregation,  and  an  admiruble  or^an 
well  playe^l  hy  Mr.  Tait, 

We  walked  down  to  the  shore.  Dr.  John* 
son  laughed  to  hear  that  Cromwcirs  ttoldiem 
taught  the  Abenleen  jK-ople  U*  make  .^hoes  and 
stockings,  and  to  plant  cabbaged.  H<«  askrd, 
if  weaving  the  plaids  wits  ever  a  domestic  art 
in  the  Highlands,  like  spinning  or  knitting. 
They  could  not  inform  him  here.  Hut  he 
ct«ijectured  probably,  that  where  people  livend 
so  remote  from  each  other,  it  wa.^  likely  to  be 
a  domestic  art ;  as  we  see  i!  was  among  the 
ancients,  from  Penelope.  1  was  sensible  t^>- 
A^yy  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  of  Dr.  Jobn- 


encrd.  a«  we  In**  iwen  and  ihftll  hw,  Joiin*<Mi'»  oanrwra 
->  L  RuKEIt. 

«  IT  ■   -^  "  nf.  «JST»*I. 

I  unluQnil, 

(M .  „.,  . 

Yet  ne'er  loo>.  •nm," 

-W. 
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8on*s  excellent  English  pronunciation.    I  can-  | 
not  account  for  its  striking  me  more  now  than  ' 
any  other  day ;  but  it  was  aa  if  new  to  me,  I 
and  I  listened  to  every  sentence  which  he  I 
apoke,  as  to  a  musical  composition.    Professor  | 
Gordon  gave  him  an  account  of  the  plan  of  j 
education  in  his  college.    Dr.  Johnson  said,  it 
was  similar  to  that  at  Oxford.    Waller,  the 
poet*8    great-grandson,    was    studying    here. 
br.  Johnson  wondered  that  a  man  should  send 
his  son  so  far  off,  when  there  were  so  many 
good  schools  in  England.     He  said,  **At  a 
p'eat  school  there  is  all  the  splendour  and 
illumination  of  many  minds ;  the  radiance  of 
all  is  concentrated  in  each,  or  at  least  reflected 
upon  each.    But  we  must  own  that  neither  a 
dull  boy,  nor  an  idle  boy,  will  do  so  well  at  a 
great  school  as  at  a  private  one.    For  at  a 
great  school  there  are  always  boys  enough  to 
do  well  easily,  who  are  sufficient  to  keep  up 
the  credit  of  the  school ;  and  after  whipping 
being  tried  to  no  purpose,  the  dull  or  idle  boys 
are  kfl  at  the  end  of  a  class,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  ^oing  through  the  course,  but 
learning  nothmg  at  all.     Such  boys  may  do 
good  at  a  private  school,  where  constant  at- 
tention is  paid  to  them,  and  they  arc  watched. 
So  that  the  question  of  public  or  private  edu- 
cation ia  not  properly  a  general  one;    but 
whether  one  or  the  other  is  best  for  my  son.^ 

We  were  told  the  present  Mr.  Waller  was  a 
plain  country  gentleman ;  and  his  son  would 
be  such  another.  I  observed,  a  family  could 
not  expect  a  poet  but  in  a  hundred  generations. 
**  Nay,  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "  not  one  family  in 
m  hundred  can  expect  a  poet  in  a  hundred 
generations.**  He  then  repeated  Dryden's 
celebrated  lines, 

•*  Tliree  poets  in  three  distant  ages  born, 
Greece,  Italy,  and  England  did  adorn  : 
The  first  in  loftiness  of  thought  surpass'd  ; 
Tlie  next,  in  majesty ;  in  both  the  last. 
The  force  of  Nature  could  no  further  go ; 
To  make  a  third,  &he  join'd  the  former  two  :" 

and  a  part  of  a  Latin  translation  of  it  done  at 
Oxford  > :  he  did  not  then  say  by  whom. 

He  received  a  card  from  Sir  Alexander 
Gordon,  who  had  been  his  acquaintance  twenty 
years  ago  in  London,  and  who,  ^*  if  forgiven 
for  not  answering  a  line  from  him,**  would 
come  in  the  afternoon.  Dr.  Johnson  rejoiced 
to  bear  of  him,  and  begged  he  would  come  and 
dine  with  us.  I  was  much  pleased  to  see  the 
kindness  with  which  Dr.  Johnson  received  his 
old  friend  Sir  Alexander;  a  gentleman  of  good 
fiunily  ^Lismore),  but  who  hod  not  the  estate. 
The  King's  College  here  made  him  Professor 
of  Medicine,  which  affords  him  a  decent  sub- 
j.     He  told  us  that  the  value  of  the 


LoDdoB,  Sd  of  Maf,  177S.  Dr.  Johnaon  acknowledged 
',  he  wm  hiraccir  the  author  of  the  traoclation  abofe 
to.  and  dictated  it  to  me  ai  follows :  — 

**  Qooa  laodeC  rates  Gralus  Romanus  et  Anglua 
Trw  trU  tcmporltuf  secla  dedere  luU. 


stockings  exported  from  Aberdeen  was,  in 
peace,  a  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and 
amounted  in  time  of  war,  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  pounds.  Dr.  Johnson  asked 
what  made  the  ailTerence?  Here  we  had  a 
proof  of  the  comparative  sagacity  of  the  two 
professors.  Sir  Alexander  answered,  "  Be- 
cause there  is  more  occasion  for  them  in  war.** 
Professor  Thomas  Gordon  answered,  "  Because 
the  Germans,  who  are  our  great  rivals  in  the 
manufacture  of  stockings,  are  otherwise  em- 
ployed in  time  of  war.'*  Johtison.  "  Sir,  you 
have  given  a  very  good  solution.*' 

At  dinner.  Dr.  Johnson  ate  several  platefuls 
of  Scotch  broth,  with  barley  and  peas  in  it, 
and  seemed  very  fond  of  the  dish.  I  said, 
"  You  never  ate  it  before.'*  Johnson.  "  No, 
Sir ;  but  I  don't  care  how  soon  I  eat  it  again.** 
My  cousin,  Miss  Dallas,  formerly  of  Inverness, 
was  married  to  Mr.  Riddoch,  one  of  the  minis- 
ters of  the  English  chapel  here.  He  was  ill, 
and  confined  to  his  room ;  but  she  sent  us  a 
kind  invitation  to  tea,  which  we  all  accepted. 
She  was  the  same  lively,  sensible,  cheerful 
woman,  as  ever.  Dr.  Johnson  here  threw  out 
some  jokes  against  Scotland.  He  said,  **  You 
go  first  to  Aberdeen ;  then  to  Emhru  Tthe 
Scottish  pronunciation  of  Edinburgh);  then 
to  Newcastle,  to  be  polished  by  the  colliers ; 
then  to  York ;  then  to  London.  And  he  laid 
hold  of  a  little  girl,  Stuart  Dallas,  niece  to 
Mrs.  Riddoch,  and,  representing  himself  as  a 
giant,  said,  he  would  take  her  with  him  !  tell- 
ing her,  in  a  hollow  voice,  that  he  lived  in  a 
cave,  and  had  a  bed  in  the  rock,  and  she  should 
have  a  little  bed  cut  opposite  to  it ! 

He  thus  treated  the  point,  as  to  prescrip- 
tion* of  murder  in  Scotland.  **A  jury  m 
England  would  make  allowance  for  deficiencies 
of  evidence,  on  account  of  lapse  of  time:  but 
a  general  rule  that  a  crime  should  not  be 
punished,  or  tried  for  the  purpose  of  punish- 
ment, after  twenty  years,  is  bad.  It  is  cant  to 
talk  of  the  king's  advocate  delaying  a  prose- 
cution from  malice.  How  unlikely  is  it  the 
king's  advocate  should  have  malice  against 
persons  who  commit  murder,  or  should  even 
know  them  at  all.  If  the  son  of  the  murdered 
man  should  kill  the  murderer  who  got  off 
merely  by  prescription,  I  would  help  him  to 
make  his  escape  ;  though,  were  I  upon  his  jury, 
I  would  not  acquit  him.  I  would  not  advise 
him  to  commit  such  an  act.  On  the  contrary, 
I  would  bid  him  submit  to  the  determination 
of  society,  because  a  man  is  bound  to  submit 
to  the  inconveniences  of  it,  as  he  enjoys  the 
good :  but  the  young  man,  though  politically 
wrong,  would  not  be  morally  wrong.  He 
would  have  to  say,  '  Here  I  am  amongst  bar- 
barians, who  not  only  refuse  to  do  justice,  but 


Sublime  Ingenium  Gralus;  Romanu*  habeUat 
Carmen  graiide  lonani ;  Anglua  utrumque 
Nil  majus  Natura  capit :  darare  prioret 


Que  potuere  duot  tertiua  unui  babet. 
>  See  an/r,  p.  370.  —  C. 
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encourage  the  greatest  of  all  crimes.  I  am  I 
therefore  in  a  state  of  nature ;  for,  so  far  as  ^ 
there  is  no  law,  it  is  a  state  of  nature ;  and  , 
consequently,  upon  the  eternal  and  immutable 
law  of  justice,  which  requires  that  he  who  I 
sheds  man's  blood  should  have  his  blood  shed, 
I  will  stab  the  murderer  of  my  father." 

We  went  to  our  inn,  and  sat  auietly.  Dr. 
Johnson  borrowed,  at  Mr.  Riddoch's,  a  volume 
of  Massillon's  Discourses  on  the  Psalms ;  but 
I  found  he  read  little  in  it.  Ogden  too  he 
sometimes  took  up,  and  glanced  at ;  but  threw 
it  down  again.  I  then  entered  upon  religious 
conversation.  Never  did  I  see  him  in  a  better 
frame  :  calm,  gentle,  wise,  holy.  I  said, 
"  Would  not  the  same  objection  hold  against 
the  Trinity  as  against  transubstantiation  ?  "  — 
**  Yes,"  said  he,  "  if  you  take  three  and  one  in 
the  same  sense.  If  you  do  so,  to  be  sure  you 
cannot  believe  it ;  but  the  three  persons  in  the 
Godhead  are  three  in  one  sense,  and  one  in 
another.  We  cannot  tell  how,  and  that  is  the 
mystery ! " 

I  spoke  of  the  satisfaction  of  Christ.  He 
»ud  his  notion  was,  that  it  did  not  atone  for 
the  sins  of  the  world ;  but,  by  satisfying  divine 
justice,  by  showing  that  no  less  than  the  Son 
of  God  suffered  for  sin,  it  showed  to  men  and 
innumerable  created  beings  the  heinousness  of 
it,  and  therefore  rendered  it  unnecessary  for 
divine  vengeance  to  be  exercised  against 
sinners,  as  it  otherwise  must  have  been ;  that 
in  this  way  it  might  ojwrate  even  in  favour  of 
those  who  had  never  heard  of  it ;  as  to  those 
who  did  hear  of  it,  the  effect  it  should  produce 
would  be  repentance  and  j)iety,  by  impressing 
upon  the  mind  a  just  notion  of  sm  ;  that  ori- 
gmal  sin  was  the  propensity  to  evil,  which  no 
doubt  was  occasioned  by  the  fall.  He  pre- 
sented this  solemn  subject  in  a  new  light  to 
me  *,  and  rendered  much  more  rational  and 
clear  the  doctrine  of  what  our  Saviour  has 
done  for  us ;  as  it  removed  the  notion  of  im- 

Euted  righteousness  in  co-operating ;  whereas, 
y  this  view,  Chrbt  has  done  all  already  that 
he  had  to  do,  or  is  ever  to  do,  for  mankind,  by 
making  his  peat  satisfaction ;  the  consequences 
of  which  will  affect  each  individual  according 
to  the  particular  conduct  of  each.  I  would 
illustrate  this  by  saying,  that  Christ's  satisfac- 
tion resembles  a  sun  placed  to  show  light  to 
men,  so  that  it  depends  upon  themselves 
whether  they  will  walk  the  right  way  or  not, 
which  they  could  not  have  done  without  that 


»  Mr  worthy,  intelligent,  and  cundld  Mend,  Dr.  Klppli, 
Infornit  inc!.  that  spv^rAl  divinni  havR  thiia  cxfilained  the 
mtnliatlon  of  our  SHriour.  What  Dr.  JohnKon  now  delivered 
W4I  but  a  tempornry  opinion ;  for  he  tiftenrards  was  fully 
4-onvlnred  of  the  propitiatorr  sacrifice,  as  I  chall  <how  at  large 
in  my  future  work,  **  The  Life  of  Samuel  Johnson,  LL.D." 
—  noswKLL.  Dr.  Kippis  wa«  a  dissenter.  Dr.  Johnson's 
Prayers  and  Meditativns  abundantly  prove  that  he  was,  as 
far  iKU-k  a«  we  have  any  riTord  of  hit  religious  fcflings,  fully 
convinced  of  thn  propitiatorj/  tacrijicf.  In  the  prayer  on  his 
birthday,  in  173H  (traimrrlbcd  by  him  In  17R8),  he  expressly 
states  Ills  ho]H>  of  salvation  "through  the  satisfaction  of 
Jcsun  Christ."  —Sec  his  full  opinion,  sub  JuncS.  17S1.— 
Cruklr. 


sun,  "/Atf  «m  of  righteouaneur  There  is, 
however,  more  in  it  than  merely  giving  light 
—  "a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles ; '  for  we  are 
told,  there  is,  "  healing  under  his  icings.**  Dr. 
Johnson  said  to  me,  "  Kichard  Baxter  com- 
mends a  treatise  by  Grotius,  *  De  Satisfaetione 
Christi*  I  have  never  read  it ;  but  I  intend 
to  read  it ;  and  you  may  read  it."  1  remarked, 
upon  the  principle  now  laid  down,  we  might 
explain  the  diflicult  and  seemingly  hard  text, 
"  They  that  believe  shall  be  saved ;  and  they 
that  believe  not  shall  be  damned."  They  that 
believe  shall  have  such  an  impn^sion  made 
upon  their  minds,  as  will  make  tliem  act  so  that 
they  may  be  accepted  by  God. 

We  talked  of  one  of  our  friends*  taking  ill, 
for  a  length  of  time,  a  hasty  expression  of 
Dr.  Johnson's  to  hun,  on  his  attempting  to 
prosecute  a  subject  that  had  a  reference  to 
religion,  beyond  the  bounds  within  which  the 
Doctor  thought  such  topics  should  be  confined 
in  a  mixed  company.  Johnson.  *^A\liati8to 
become  of  society,  if  a  friendship  of  twenty 
years  is  to  be  broken  ofl'  for  such  a  cause  ?^* 
As  Bacon  says,  — 

*'  Who  then  to  frail  mortality  shall  trust. 
But  limns  the  water,  or  but  writes  in  dust.** 

I  said,  he  should  write  expressly  in  support 
of  Christianity ;  for  that,  although  a  rcvereoGe 
for  it  shines  through  his  worn  in  several 

Jilaces,  that  is  not  enough.  "  You  know,"  said 
,  ^  what  Grotius  has  done,  and  what  Addiaon 
has  done,  you  should  do  also."  He  replied, 
"  I  hope  I  shaU." 

Monday f  Avg.  23. —  Principal  CampbeU,  Sir 
Alexander  Gordon,  Professor  Gordon,  and 
Professor  Ross,  visited  us  in  the  morning,  as  did 
Dr.  Gerard  ',  who  had  come  six  miles  &m  the 
country  on  puri)osc.  We  went  and  saw  the 
Marischal  College  ♦,  and  at  one  o'clock  we  waited 
on  the  magistrates  in  the  town-hall,  as  they  had 
invited  us,  in  order  to  present  Dr.  Johnson  with 
the  freedom  of  the  town,  which  Provoat  Jopp 
did  with  a  very  good  grace.  Dr.  Johnson  was 
much  pleased  with  this  mark  of  attention,  and 
received  it  very  j)olitely.  There  was  a  pretty 
numerous  company  assembled.  It  was  striking 
to  hear  all  of  them  drinking,  "  Dr.  Johnson  1 
Dr.  Johnson!  "  in  the  town -hall  of  Aberdeen, 
and  then  to  see  him  with  his  burgess-ticket,  or 
diploma  ^  in  his  hat,  which  he  wore  as  he 
walked  along  the  street,  according  to  the  usual 
custom.    It  gave  me  great  satbfaction  to  ob- 


>  No  doubt  Mr.  Langton.    But  s«e  ois/e,  p.  965.,  ai  to  th« 
real  cause  of  this  temporary  coolness.  —  Ckokkk. 

3  Dr.  Alexander  Gerard,  author  of  an  "  Rsaay  oo  Genius.'* 
&c. ;  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  1728,  died  17^.—  CaoKsa. 

4  Dr.  Beattie  was  so  kindly  entertained  In  Rngland,  that 
he  had  not  yet  returned  home.  —  Boswkll. 

^  Dr.  Johnson's  burgess-ticket  was  in  these  words ;  — 
"  Aberdoiitar,  vigesimo  tertio  die  raeiisis  Augustl.  anno 
Domini  mille*simo  s«>ptingentesimo  septua|(vslmo  cartio.  In 
preseiitia  honorabilium  virorum,  Jacotri  Jofip,  armifcrl, 
jirsppositi.  Ad.iroi  Duff,  Gulielmi  Young,  GroritU  Marr,  H 
C;iilielmi  Forbes.  Ballvornin,  nulielmi  Ratnle  Decani  guiM*. 
ct  Joannis  Nicoll  Thetaurarli  diet!  burgi.  ~Quo  die  vlr  i 
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serve  the  re^rd,  and,  indeed,  fondness  too, 
which  every  Body  here  had  for  mj  father. 

While  Sir  Alexander  Gordon  conducted  Dr. 
Johnson  to  Old  Aberdeen,  Professor  Gordon 
and  I  called  on  Mr.  Riddoch,  whom  I  found 
to  be  a  grave  worthy  clergyman.  He  observed 
that,  whatever  might  be  said  of  Dr.  Johnson 
whUe  he  was  alive,  he  would,  afler  he  was  dead, 
be  looked  upon  by  the  world  with  regard  and 
astonishment,  on  account  of  his  Dictionary. 

Professor  Gordon  and  I  walked  over  to  the 
old  college,  which  Dr.  Johnson  had  seen  by 
this  time.  I  stepped  into  the  chapel,  and  looked 
at  the  tomb  of  the  founder,  Archbishop  El- 
phinston,  of  whom  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
write  in  my  History  of  James  IV.  of  Scotland, 
the  patron  of  my  family.' 

We  dined  at  Sir  Alexander  Gordon's.  The 
provost,  Professor  Ross,  Professor  Dunbar, 
Professor  Iliomas  Gordon,  were  there.  After 
dinner  came  in  Dr.  Gerard,  Professor  Leslie, 
Professor  Macleod.  We  had  little  or  no  con- 
versation in  the  morning ;  now  we  were  but 
barren.  The  professors  seemed  afraid  to  speak. 

Dr.  Gerarcl  told  us  that  an  eminent  printer* 
was  very  intimate  with  W^arburton.  Johnson. 
**  Why,  Sir,  he  has  printed  some  of  his  works, 
and  perhaps  bought  the  property  of  some  of 
them.  The  intimacy  is  such  as  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors here  may  have  with  one  of  the  carpenters 
who  is  repairing  the  college."  —  "  But,"  said 
Gerard, "  I  saw  a  letter  from  him  to  this  printer, 
in  whiGh  he  says,  that  the  one  half  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland  are  fanatics,  and 
the  other  half  infidels."  Johnson.  "  Warbur- 
ton  has  accustomed  himself  to  write  letters  just 


rocua  et  doctrlna  clanit,  Sttmuel  Johnson,  LI>.D.  receptucet 
ailminu*  fuit  in  miinicipt^s  et  Tratres  f(<iildae  prKf.itf  burgi  de 
Aberdera  :  in  drditiMimi  ainorit  et  aflTertus  ac  eximiae  ob»er. 
rantic  tesseram.  quibus  dicti  magittratus  eum  amplectuntur. 
Eztractum  per  me,  Alex.  Carnegie."—  Uoswell. 

'  This,  Kxe  manf  timilar  intimations  acattered  through 
th«*e  vulumes.  does  not  appear  to  have  been  carried  into 
efecL  Nor  is  Elphinston's  deftignation  as  arcA- bishop  cor- 
rect.    Aberdi>en  never  was  an  archiepi^ccopal  see —  Choker. 

«  Mr.  Strahan.  See  Forbct's  hije  of  Braitie,  vol.  il.  p.  170. 
—  Cbokis. 

'  Had— (or  votUd  havr.  Thi«  turn  is  seldom  used  in 
prttte.  —  Ckokbb. 

*  AH  this.  a<  Dr.  Johnton  siiipected  at  the  time,  was  the 
imaiedlate  invention  of  his  own  livi-ly  ima^'ination  ;  for  there 
it  not  on*  word  of  it  in  Mr.  I^ocke's  complimentary  perform- 
ance. Mr  readers  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  lilie  (o  bo  latlitiiHl, 
bjr  rompaJIng  them  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  it  mnv  eniertrfin  th<>m 
to  md  verkes  computed  by  our  great  metaphysician,  when  a 
barfaelor  in  physic. 

ACCTORI,  IN  TBACTATCM  EJCS  DI  rKBRIBl«. 

Fehrilr*  attus,  virtumqne  .irJnribiiA  orlwm 

Fl«>»it,  nun  tantis  par  medirin:i  m.ill^. 
Quum  |(0«t  mill>>  artes,  medics  tf^niamina  curiF, 

Anict  adhuc  febris  ;  ner  velit  arte  regi. 
Prvla  jiumiis  flammiA ;  solum  hoc  speramus  abigne, 

L't  nstet  paurus,  quem  capit  uriia.  cinis. 
Dutn  qujprit  mt-dicut  febrU  caiisnmquo,  m'Klumque, 

VlMmm*xMm  et  tenebnu.  et  sine  luce  faces  ; 
Quas  tracUt  patitur  (Ummaa.  et  febre  calescens. 

Curruit  ipse  suit  victims  rapta  focis. 
Qui  tardos  potuit  morlios.  artus<jue  trcmcntes, 

Siatere,  febrili  f«  videt  igno  rapi. 
Sic  C*beT  exeios  fulsit  tibiciiir  miiros ; 

Diim  trahit  aiitiqua*  lenu  niina  domes. 
Scd  si  flamroa  vorax  mlseras  iiicenderlt  cdes, 

Unica  flagrantes  tunc  se|)elirc  naliis. 
Fit  fuga,  Crctonicis  nemo  tunc  intocat  artos  ; 

Cuin  perlt  artiflcis  uon  minus  iista  duir  u*. 


as  he  speaks,  without  thinking  any  more  of 
what  he  throws  out.  AVhen  I  read  Warburton 
first,  and  observed  his  force,  and  his  contempt 
of  mankind,  I  thought  he  had  driven  ^  the  world 
before  him ;  but  I  soon  found  that  was  not  the 
case  ;  for  Warburton,  by  extending  his  abuse, 
rendered  it  ineficctual." 

He  told  me,  when  we  were  by  ourselves, 
that  he  thought  it  very  wrong  in  the  printer  to 
show  Warburton's  letter,  as  it  was  raising  a 
body  of  enemies  against  him.  He  thought  it 
foolitih  in  Warburton  to  write  so  to  the  printer; 
and  added,  "  Sir,  the  worst  way  of  being  in- 
timate is  by  scribbling."  He  called  Warbuton's 
"  Doctrine  of  Grace  *  a  poor  performance,  and 
so,  he  said,  was  AVesley*s  Answer.  "  Warburg 
ton,"  he  observed,  "  had  laid  himself  very  open. 
In  particular,  he  was  weak  enough  to  say,  that, 
in  some  disorders  of  the  imagination,  people 
had  spoken  with  tongues,  had  spoken  languages 
which  they  never  heanl  before;  a  thing  as 
absurd  as  to  say,  tliat  in  some  disorders  ot  the 
imagination,  people  had  been  known  to  fly." 

I  talked  of  the  difference  of  genius,  to  try  if 
I  could  engage  Gerard  in  a  disquisition  with 
Dr.  Johnson ;  but  I  did  not  succeed.  I  men- 
tioned, as  a  curious  fact,  that  Locke  had  written 
verses.  Johnson.  "  I  know  of  none,  Sir,  but 
a  kind  of  exercise  prefixed  to  Dr.  Sydenham's 
Works,  in  which  he  has  some  conceits  about 
the  dropsy,  in  which  water  and  burning  are 
united ;  and  how  Dr.  Sydenham  removed  fire 
by  drawing  off  water,  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice,  wliich  is  to  extinguish  fire  by  bringing 
water  upon  it.  I  am  not  sure  that  there  is  a 
word  of  all  this ;   but  it  is  such  kind  of  talk."  * 


Se  tandem  Sydenham  fcbrisque  scholarque  furori 

Opponens,  morbi  qucrit.  et  artis  opcm. 
Non  lemere  incusat  tectn  putredinls  ignei ; 

Nee  Actus,  febres  qui  fovit,  humor  erit. 
Non  bilem  illc  movet,  nulla  hie  pituita  ;  Salutis 

Qua;  Kpes,  si  fallax  ardeat  intus  aqiu  ? 
Nee  doctas  magno  rixu*  ostrntat  hiatu, 

QuU  ip.sis  major  febrlliu«  nrdor  inest. 
innocu-u  placidc  corpus  jul>et  urere  flammas. 

Kt  justo  rapidos  trniperat  Igne  I'K-os. 
Quid  fcbrim  extiugu.it,  variuf  quid  poUulat  usu<, 

Solari  eegrotos.  qua  potes  arte,  docrt. 
llActoiuu  iiisa  suum  tiinuit  natura  calorem, 

Dnm  s«pt*  incerlo,  quo  calet.  igne  perit : 
Diim  reparat  t.-icitos  male  provida  sanguinis  igncs, 

l'ra>lusit  busto.  fit  calor  K^te  rogus. 
Jam  secura  suas  foveant  praecordia  flnmmn*. 

Quern  natura  negat.  dat  me«iicina  modum, 
N<T  solum  facii(>s  ct>mpe»cit  sanguinis  ««tns, 

Dum  dtibia  est  inter  spemque  metumqut'  »:ii\W  ; 
S«-d  f.itale  malum  dorauit,  quodque  astra  malignum 

Credimus  iratam  vel  genuisse  Stygem. 
r.xtorsit  LnrhesI  cultro.*,  pctixque  venrnutn 

.\b«tulit,  et  tantos  non  sinit  esse  metus. 
Qui*  tniidem  arte  n(»va  domitam  miiescerc  pcsteni 

Cr<>d.-it.  rt  antiquas  punure  posse  minat  ? 
rout  tot  mille  neces.  cumulataque  funcra  busto, 

Victa  jacet,  parvo  rulnere,  dira  lues. 
.^Uheriar  quanqu.im  spargunt  c(mtagia  flammc, 

Quicquid  inest  istis  Ignibus,  ignis  erit. 
DelapsK  ccfIo  fl.-tmmK  licet  acriut  urant, 

II.is  gelida  extiugui  non  nisi  morte  putas  ? 
Tu  meliora  paras  vivtrix  medioina  ;  tuusque 

Testis  qu»  superat  cuncta,  triumphiu  erls. 
Vive  liber,  victis  febrilibus  iKiiibua  ;  unus 

Te  simui  et  mundum  qui  manet,  ignis  erit.'* 

J.  Lotx,  A.  M  Ex.  JEde  Christ.  (;wis.  — Boswell. 

Mr.  no<«tn  sjiys,  that  Dr.  Johnson's  observation  was 
"  the  immmiiate  invention  of  his  own  livelr  imagiiia'.lon  ;  " 
and  that  there  was  "  not  one  word  qf  it  in  5lr.  Locke's  per- 
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We  spike  of  FIngal.  Dr.  Johnson  said 
calmly,  **  If  the  poems  were  rtioMy  translatodj 
ihi^y  were  rcrlainly  first  written  dovrn.  Let 
Mr.  MttCjilierson  <leposit  the  manuscript  in  one 
of  the  c'ollegtis  ftt  AberdttJii,  where  there  are 
lx*opl«!'  who  can  judge ;  Bnd,  it*  tht*  profeasonj 
certify  the  authenticity,  then  there  will  be  aa 
end  of  the  controversy.  If  he  does  not  take 
this  obvious  and  easy  method,  he  gives  the  best 
reiwion  to  doubt;  considering,  too,  how  much 
\s  aanhxst  it  a  priori," 

We  saiiutAired  after  dinner  In  Sir  Alexander's 
garden*  and  saw  hi*  little  grotto,  which  ia  hung 
with  pieces  r»f  poetry  written  in  a  fair  hand. 
It  w;i.H  a;.'T<'eable  to  observe  the  contentment 
and  kindiu^ss  of  thie  quiet,  benevolent  roan. 
Proffisor  Macleod  was  brother  to  Mwleod  of 
Taliski'i*,  and  brother-in-law  to  the  Laird  of 
Col.  lie  gave  me  a  letter  to  young  CoL  I 
WU8  weary  of  this  day,  and  began  to  think 
wishfully  of  beinnr  again  in  motion,  I  waa  un- 
easy  to  think  myself  Um  fastidious^  whilst  I 
fancied  Dr«  Johnson  quite  satisfied.  But  he 
owneti  tu  me,  that  he  was  fatigued  and  teoaed 
by  Sir  Alexander's  doing  too  much  to  entertain 
luiiL  1  said,  it  waa  all  kindness.  Johnson. 
**  True,  Sir  ;  but  sensation  is  sensation."  Bos- 
wisli..  "  It  i*  so :  we  feel  piun  erjuully  from 
llie  surgeon's  probe,  m  from  the  sword  of  the 
foe.'* 

We  visited  two  l>ook8eller8*  shops,  and  could 
not  find  Arthur  Johiislon's  P<.>ems.'  We  went 
and  sat  near  an  hour  nt  'Sir.  Kiddodra.  He 
couM  not  ti'li  distinctly  how  much  education 
at  the  colk'i^e  here  costs,  which  disgusted  Dr. 
Johnson.  I  had  pledged  myself,  that  we  should 
go  U)  the  inn,  and  not  stay  supper.  They 
pressed  us,  but  he  waa  resolute.  1  saw  ilr. 
Kiddoch  tlid  not  please  him.  He  said  to  me^ 
afterwards,  '^Sir,  he  has  no  vigour  In  his  talk." 
But  my  friend  should  have  considered,  that  he 
himself  was  not  in  good  humour  :  i^otbat  it  wan 
T»at  easy  fo  talk  to  hb  satisfaction.  We  sat 
eontenicdly  at  our  inn.  He  then  became  merry^ 
and  observed  how  little  we  had  either  heard  or 
8Aid  at  Al>erdcen  ;  tliut  the  Aberdonians  had 
not  8tarte<l  a  single  imut^kin  (the  Scottish  word 
fur  hare)  for  us  to  pursue. 
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f%  ?  _  or  wlmt 

fi.vc-t.  AmtmOr 


rhr  wliote  It  madii  u]»  of  Lhr  ume 


E'lhn,  —  '*  The  Grvat  Doctor^  —  G>>ldtmith  aid 
Graham,  —  Sfnifu  Castle,  —  Ladif  Emit  — 
EducntioH  of  Children,  —  Butler  of  BtchjM,  — 
Ehtaih,  —  //oNM  of  Ptrr*.  —  Sir  JmAimj  /f»y- 
««>t/*.  —  Eari  fif'Emii  —  Ftttdut  1\m€K  — 
Strichtn.  —  Ltfe  of  Country  Gentltmm.  —  CwJCm, 

—  L'trd  Manboddu,  —  (Jmc  and  Jmpvrtawce  of 
Wealth.  —  Ehjin,  —  Seenerjif  of  Macbtth  —  FttftM. 

—  Le'midaii.  —  Piiut  Whitrkead,  —  Jirrrieh, — 
Oritfin  of  Eml,  —  Nairn.  —  C-ttJdwr  Ottf^*  — 
Colder  Mttnan^  —  KenmHh  M'Auhty.  —  ErflrMat^ 
Heal  Suhttription.  —  FamUjf  W«r«A»/» 

Tttggdat/y  Augiut  24. — We  set  out  about  mtit 
in  the  mortiing,  and  broakia^ted  at  Eiloti.  TI»e 
j  landlady  said  to  me,  "la  not  thla  the  grwit 
doctf^r  that  h  going  about  through  the  eoaa- 
try?"  1  said,  "  Yes,*'  *' Ay,"  suid  she.  *»w« 
beard  of  him ;  I  made  an  errand  into  the  mam 
on  purpose  ti?  see  him.     Tljere  's  $omcthii]f{ 

freat  in   his   appearance:   it  is  a  pleasure  U) 
avo  such  a  man  in  one's  houf e ;  a  man  wl«o 
doefl  BO  niiich  good.     If  I  had  thought  of  it,  I 
would  have  sliown  him  a  child  of  luinei  wl 
haa  had  a  lump  on  his  ihnoat  for  some  til 
*^  But,*'  said  I,  "  he  is  not  a  doctor  of  phj 
"  Is  he  an  oeuJiat?"'  said  the  londlortl. 
said  I;   "he  is  only   a   very    leai-uc^l 
Landlors.  *'  They  say  he  is  the  greate.it 
in   England,   except    Lonl    Mansfield." 
Johnson  wns    highly   entertained    with    tjilm 
and  I  do  think  he  was  pleased  too.     He  said* 
**  I  like  the  cxcnntion.     To  have  called  nu*  the 
greatest  man  in  England,  would  have  been  aH 
unmeaning  compliment ;    but  the    exception 
marketl    that   the  praise  was  in  earnest,  iU)d« 
in    Scotland,    the    exception    iniist   be    Lord 
Mansfield,  or  —  Sir  John  Pringle." 

He  told  me  a  good  story  of  Dr.  Goldsmitli. 
Grahanv,  who  wrote  "  Tclemaehua,  a  Mascjuc,* 
was  sitting  one  night  with  him  and  Dr.  Johti' 
son,  and  wan  half  drunk.     He  rattle<i    '  -  -■■  ' 
Dr.  Johnstm.     "  You  arc  a  clever  »• 
be  sure;  but  you  cannot  write  on  e.v..,  ;.,. 
Addison,  ur  verges  like  the  B»(w  of  the  tiock.'^i 
At  last  he  said,  "  Doctor,  I  should  be  happy  tof 
see  you  at  Eton."*     *'  I  shall  be  glad  to  waifcl 
on   you^"   answered  Goldgmith.     ''  No/'   taid 
Graham,  ''  't  ia  not  you  I  mean,  Dr.  Afinari 
't  is  Dr.  Maior^  there."    Goldsmith  was  exe**- 
sively  hurt  by  this.     He  afterwards  spoke  of  it 
himself.  '*  Graham,"  said  he,  *'  is  a  fellow  to 
make  one  commit  suicide."  ^ 


n.illy  |irliitrO   At  Alwril^fn  ; 


son  ttiUI  II  tu  n\f>;  Imii 
It,  mfanns  in«!,  thiti  I 
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We  ha<l  received  a  polite  invitation  to  Slains 
Cattle.'  We  arrived  there  just  at  three  o'clock, 
&s  the  bell  for  dinner  was  ringinnr.  Though, 
from  its  being  just  on  the  nortn-eiist  ocean,  no 
trees  will  grow  here,  Lord  Errol  has  done  all 
that  can  be  done,  lie  has  cultivated  his  fields 
so  as  to  bear  rich  crojw  of  every  kind,  and  he 
h'M  made  an  excellent  kitchen-garden,  with  a 
hot-house.  I  had  never  seen  any  of  the  family ; 
but  there  had  been  a  card  of  invitation  written 
by  the  honounible  Charles  Boyd,  the  Karl's 
brother.  We  were  conducted  into  the  house, 
aiul  at  tlie  dining-rooui  door  were  met  by  that 
gentleman,  whom  both  of  us  at  first  t(Kik  to  be 
Lonl  Krrol;  but  he  soon  correct e<l  our  mis- 
take. My  lord  was  gone  to  dine  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, at  an  entertainment  given  by  Mr. 
Irvine  of  Drum.  Lady  Errol*  received  us 
politely,  and  was  very  attentive  to  us  during 
the  time  of  ilinner.  lliere  was  nobody  at  table 
but  her  ladyship,  Mr.  Boyd,  and  some  of  the 
children,  their  governor  and  governess.  Mr. 
lioyd  put  Dr.  Johnsim  in  mind  of  having 
dined  with  him  at  Cumming',  the  Quaker's, 
along  with  a  Mr.  Hall  and  Aliss  Williams: 
this  was  a  Inind  of  connection  between  them. 
For  me,  Mr.  Boyd's  acquaintance  with  my 
father  was  enough.  AtU'r  dinner,  Lady  Errol 
favounnl  us  with  a  sight  of  her  yoimg  family, 
whom  she  made  stand  up  in  a  row  :  there  were 
9\x  daughters  and  two  sons.  It  was  a  very 
pleasing  sight. 

Dr.  Johnson  proposed  our  setting  out.  Mr. 
Biiyd  said,  he  hoped  we  would  stay  all  night ; 
hi««  brother  wouM  be  at  home  in  the  evening, 
and  would  be  very  sorry  if  he  missed  us. 
Mr.  Br)yd  was  callc<l  out  of  the  room.  I  was 
v»Ty  desirous  to  stay  in  so  Cimifortiible  a  house, 
and"  I  wished  to  SfC  Lord  Errol.  Dr.  Johnson, 
however,  was  right  in  resolving  to  go,  if  we 
Wi.Tc  not  a-ked  again,  as  it  is  best  to  err  on  the 
Mfe  side  in  such  cases,  and  to  be  sure  that  one 
is  (piite  wel<;(mie.  To  my  great  joy,  when 
Mr.  Boyd  r»»turn(Ml,  he  told  Dr.  Johnson  that 
it  w;ls  Ladv  Errol  who  had  called  him  out,  and 
faiil  that  i>f»e  would  never  let  Dr.  Johnson  into 
the  hou-s*'  again,  if  he  w«'nt  away  that  night ; 
anil  that  ^h^?  ha<l  orden'd  tin?  c(»a<'l),  to  carry 
u?  to  vi««w  a  gri'at  curiosity  on  the  coast,  at'tcr 
whi-.-h  we  ^holdd  S(;e  the  hous<».  We  cheerfully 
a^'n-ed. 

-Mr.  Bf»yd  was  engager!,  in  174.;»-n,  on  the 
iianie  siih'  with  many  unfortunate  mistaken 
niflilvnii'Ti  ami  gentleman.  He  e«*capcil,  and 
lav  r<niC'Mli.'d  I'orayctir  in  tho  i>lan(l  of  Arraii, 
the  aui'i'.'nt  tt-rritury  of  the  Boyds.  lie  then 
Wvnt  to  Fnincc,  and  was  a})out  twr-nty  years 
m  the  continent.  He  married  a  Frenrh  ladv, 
I  _. '_ 

wliich  o-'i2ht  ni»t  to  U'  omirf««»l.  •' Al  l.T-t,  .'ir.  <Ir;iliani, 
I    hnlnft  n'>w  fC't  t->  -i^hi'U  rhf  piii-h  of  loi)kiii;i  -it  (M)"  ir.aii.  ami 

Ulkhiir  «'J  a«i'»thfr.  -iiM.  Dm-tDr.  Arc."  —  '  What  <  llftt."  Dr. 
I    Jnbnuon  iitr^l  t'>  .hUI.  "  tliis  Ilk!  mi  Cnlil.initli,  wlm  w.-imu 

Whrn  I  wa«  at  tin*  F.niiliiih  rhiirrh  in  AN>n'.'-«'ii,  I 
cn  bp  *'ii>i>iftl  liy  I.ady  l)i.  >fiililli*r()'i.  Mltcirn  I  h-ui 
Mtfii  in  Lund- ill .  ,hr  iol«i  v,\uH  «lio  ImiI  m-i'II  to 


and  now  lived  very  comfortably  at  Aberdeen, 
and  waa  much  at  Slains  Castle.  He  enter* 
taine<i  us  with  great  civility.  He  had  a  pomp- 
ousness  or  formal  plenitude  in  his  iHrnversatioHf 
which  I  did  not  dislike.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
^*'  there  was  too  much  elaboration  in  his  talk.^ 
It  gave  me  pleasure  to  see  him,  a  steady  brancli 
of  the  family,  setting  forth  all  its  advantag<^ 
with  much  zeal.  He  told  us  that  Lady  Errol 
was  one  of  the  most  pious  and  sensible  women 
in  the  island ;  had  a  goo<l  head,  and  as  good  a 
heart.  He  said,  she  did  not  use  force  or  fusw 
in  educating  her  children.  Johnson.  "Hir, 
she  is  wrong;  I  would  rather  have  the  rod  to 
be  the  general  terror  to  all,  to  make  them 
learn,  than  tell  a  child,  if  you  do  thus  or  thus, 
you  will  be  more  esteemed  than  your  brothers 
or  sisters.  The  rod  produces  an  effect  which 
terminates  in  itself  A  child  is  afraid  of  beinff 
whijiped,  and  gets  his  ta.sk,  and  there 's  an  end 
on't;  whereas,  by  exciting  emulation  and  com- 
parisons of  su]K?riority,  you  lay  the  foundation 
of  busting  mischief;  you  make  brothers  and 
sisters  hate  each  other." 

During  Mr.  l^oyd's  stay  in  Arran,  he  bad 
found  a  chest  of  me<lical  books,  left  by  a  sur- 
geon there,  and  had  read  them  till  he  :icquireil 
some  skill  in  physic,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  is  often  <.'onsuited  by  the  poor.  There  were 
several  here  waiting  for  him  as  patients. 

We  walked  round  the  house  till  8top|)cd  by 
a  cut  made  by  the  influx  of  the  sea.  The 
house  is  built  quite  \iiK)n  the  shore;  the  win- 
dows look  upon  the  main  ocean,  and  the  King 
of  Denmark  is  Lord  Errol's  nearest  neighbour 
on  the  north-east. 

We  got  imuiediatelv  into  the  coach,  and 
tbove  to  Diinbui,  a  rock  near  the  shore,  quite 
covered  with  sea-fowls :  then  to  a  circular 
basin  of  large  extent,  surrounded  with  tre- 
mendous rocks.  On  the  quarter  next  the  sea, 
there  is  a  high  arch  in  the  rock,  which  the 
force  of  the  temjK»st  has  driven  cmt.  This 
]»l.ace  is  called  Buchan's  Buller,  or  the  Buller 
of  Buclian,  and  the  country  peo|>le  call  it  the 
Pot.  Mr.  Boyd  said  it  was  so  calhtl  from  the 
French  houloir.  It  may  be  more  simply  traced 
fn)m  hoi/cr  in  our  own  language.  ^^  e  walked 
nmnd  this  monstrous  cauhiron.  In  some  ])iu(!es^ 
the  rock  is  very  narrow  ;  and  on  each  side  there 
is  a  sea  deep  enough  tor  a  man-ot-war  to  nde 
ill ;  so  that  it  is  somewhat  horrifl  tonuive  along, 
Howev<'r,  there  is  earth  and  gra.ss  \i\Hni  the 
rock,  and  a  kind  of  nr,ul  marked  out  by  the 
]>rint  of  feet  ;  no  that  one  makes  it  out  jm-Ky 
safely:  yet  it  alarmed  me  to  see  Dr. Johiisun 
striding  irregularly  alung.  He  insi>ted  on 
takim;  a  boat,  and  siiilinj:  into  the  Tot.     We 


Mr.  R«)y«l,  I^rrt  KrrolV  hrothrr.  who  wrot«  m  an  ini'italfaii 
Iti  .Slaiiis  i\\HW."  —  Juknton'i  Lrthrs.  I^ljr  I>i.inM  «ai 
thf  <taiit!l>t(>r  of  Harrjr  Uri-y.  tliini  V'.mI  uf  StATnt'iird.  uid 
niff  nl  (H><>r;n'  iliddlftnn.  of  I.i-nt(in.  K»q  Shr  died  In 
I?***).     Why  diti  nii>ucll  iml  ni«>nti«in  h>-r  ?  —  C'riikkr 

-  Nalu'lla,  il.iii>-h(<-r   (if    Sir   William    C.irr.    ot    i-'.lAl,    in 
N"rtliiiinhPrl.iiHl.  lUrt.     Shr  d'ltl  Jii  Ihiw  —  dtukLa. 

^  Svv,  a*  to  <'uininiiii;.  fMst,  Si-ptviiibi>r  20. 1773.  —  C. 
II  4 
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dill  fto.  lie  was  alout  and  Avonderfiilly  alert. 
The  Buohaii-mcii  all  showing  ihcir  tcetli,  and 
s^ieiikin;^  with  ibjit  slrunge  sharp  accent  which 
tlisitinifuishes  ihen^  was  to  me  a  mutter  of 
ijiiriohltj.  lie  wuLi  not  sensiblu  of  the  difler- 
n.'ni'e  ol"  protiunciation  iu  tijo  south  and  north 
of  ScolluLii],  which  I  wondered  at* 

As  the  entry  into  the  Bull(!r  is  50  narrow 
that  unni  cannot  be  iwed  n»  you  go  in,  the 
method  taken  i:*,  to  row  very  hard  when  you 
corae  near  it,  ui»d  give  tb<'  boat  sucli  tt  rapidity 
of  motion  that  it  glides  in.  Dr.  Johnson  ob- 
served what  iiti  effert  thta  Mccne  would  have 
had,  were  we  entering  into  an  unknown  place. 
Thi*re  are  cwves  of  eonsidoraWe  depth  ;  I  think, 
fine  on  eath  aide.  The  boatjnen  had  never 
entered  either  of  them  far  enough  to  know 
the  sixe*  Mr.  Boyd  lohl  us  that  it  is  <'ustoaiary 
for  the  ooinpany  at  Pcterhea^l-well  to  make 

Earties,  and  coiue  and  dine  in  one  of  the  caves 
ere.' 
Ue  told  us  that,  as  Slaina  is  at  a  connider- 
tthle  distance  from  Aberdeen,  Loril  Errol,  who 
Inis  a  very  lareje  family t  resolved  to  have  a 
surgei'in  ot  his  own.  With  iliis  view  he  edu- 
cated one  of  hi*  tenant's  sous,  who  is  now 
settled  iu  a  very  neat  house  and  fsinn  ju5t  by, 
which  we  saw  from  the  road.  By  the  salary 
whJeh  fl>u  Earl  allows  him,  and  the  practice 
whi<'h  he  has  ha'i,  he  is  in  very  easy  circum- 
etnnees.  He  h;id  kept  an  exact  account  of  all 
that  hatl  been  laid  out  on  his  education,  tmd 
he  came  to  his  lordship  one  day,  and  told  him 
that  he  had  arrived  at  a  much  higher  situation 
than  ever  he  expected:  that  he  was  now  able 
to  repay  what  his  lordship  had  advanced,  and 
begged  he  would  at^ecpt  of  it.  The  Earl  was 
pJeaacd  with  the  generous  gratitude  and  gen- 
fjeet  offer  of  the  mnn ;  but  refused  it.  Mr< 
Boyd  also  told  us,  Cumining  the  Quaker  first 
l>o|^'an  to  distinguish  himself,  by  writing  oguinst 
Dr.  Leeehman  on  Prayer,  to  prove  it  unneces- 
sary, as  God  knows  IichL  what  shotd'l  be,  and 
will  onlcr  it  without  our  asking :  the  old 
hackneyed  objection. 

When  we  returned  to  the  house,  we  found 
cnfleci  and  lea  in  the  drawing-room.  Lady 
Errol  was  not  there,  being,  as  1  sup^ioseil, 
engaged  with  her  youngs  family.  There  is  a 
bow- window  fronting  the  sea.  Dr.  Johnson 
repeiito<l  t!ie  otie,  "Jam  satis  terriis*'  while 
Mr.  B<»yd  wai  with  his  patients,  He  spoke 
well  in  lavttur  of  entails,  to  ]>reserve  lines  of 
men  whom  nuinkind  arc  accustonuid  to  rever- 
ence. His  opinion  was,  that  so  much  hmd 
dhonld  l>o  enUuled  a*  that  fainiiicA  should  never 
fall  into  contempt-,  and  as  much  left  free  as 
to  give  them  all  the  advantau*^  «»t*  nrojierty 
in  case  of  any  emergency.   "  Il»"  said  ne,  *'  the 


'  Thf^  vrrr  fttio  ti^rrl  br  tmtiuiflrrf.     Th«  pilh  Tounit 
ll»'  T"   ■■  1  ;  »o  that  0>fff  l#  llltio 

il'"  -  W*LTTiK  Srorr. 

i   June  a.    I77i.      Dr. 

tt.-,i«i,..    ,1,    .,  ■..,.(    ...  ..,.= M -sii,    Miy«  of  him,    "  HU 

•  littnr«»  mm  •>*   ip«»:  fo-jr  tmhcs.  nnii  hii  c(Hinti>ri'ine«^  and 
dffiurtniMit  rxhibitixl   «ticti  a  mixture  or  thu  lubllme  and 


nobility  are  suffered  to  sink  into  ir  ' 

they  of  course  Kfcomc  corrupt ;  they  . 

to  do  whatever  the  king  dv   •   ■      •' 

is  tit  they  i*hould  be  kept  li 

unless  it  h  iixed  that  wlu  j,  .:. 

certain  standard  of  weidth  lliey 

peerages.    ^Ve  know  the  Hous«r  I* 

made  noble  stanils,  when  the  House  ot  i.'om- 

mons  durst  not.     The  two  hist  years  of  parlut* 

ment  they  diire  not  contradict  the  jjopulati^*^ 

This  room  is  omoinentcd  with  o  number  of' 
fine  prints,  and  with  a  whole  length  picture  uf 
Lord  Errol,  by  Sir  Joshua  Ueynitids.  1\\» 
led  Dr.  Johnson  and  me  to  talk  of  our  amiahk 
and  elejjant  iriend,  who*.e  pancjjfyrtc  he  emu 
eluded  by  saying,  **  Sir  Joshua  licyu'iMa,  Sir, 
is  the  most  invulnerable  man  I  know ;  the  man 
with  whom  if  you  should  quarrel,  you  will  Ihal 
the  moat  difiiculty  how  to  abuse*" 

Dr.  Johnson  observed,  the  situation  hew 
was  the  noblest  he  hod  ever  seen  i  bettt^r  than 
Mount  Edi^ecunibc,  reckoned  the  first  in  £it^' 
land ;  because^  at  Mount  Edgecombe,  the  tm 
ia  bounded  by  land  on  the  other  side,  omit 
though  there  is  there  the  grandeur  of  a  llvwt^! 
there  is  jdso  the  impression  of  there  being  d 
dock -yard,  the  circum«tttnces  of  which  arv  uot 
agreeable.  At  Slains  is  an  excellent  old  boutf- 

Tlie  noble  owner  hai  built  of  brick,  '' '' ■• 

square  in  the  inside,  a  pallury,  both  01 
and  second  story,  the  house  being  n* 
so  that  he  ban  always  a  drv  walk;  and  Um| 
rooms,  to  which  formerly  there  vtm  no  »p* 
proach  but  through  each  other,  have  ninr  all  I 
separate  entries  from  the  gallery,  which  i» 
hung  with  Hog.irth's  works,  and  other  prints.  I 
We  went  and  sat  a  while  in  the  library,  rhentii 
is  a  v.aluable  numerous  collection.  It  \\ 
irijide  by  Mr.  Falconer,  husband  to 
CnuntesK  ot'  Errol  in  her  own  right,  1  m-  i..\ri 
has  added  a  good  many  modem  bcHuks. 

About  nine  the  Earl*  came  home.     PuTf  ''i" 
Gor<lnn,  of  Park,  was  with  him.     [It^ 
put  Dr.  Johnson  in  mind  of  their  hav  s^ 
together  in  London,  along  with  Mr.  Bcauticrk* 
I  was  exceedingly  pleased  with   l^ord  ErruL 
HI?  dijjnifie<l  person  and  aCTceable  couatenAnce,] 
with  the  most  unafPected  afrubility,  pnv«?  Tn<*' 
high  satisfaction.     From  perhaps  a  v. 
or,  as  I  rather  hope,  more  fancy  nin 
of  feeling  than  is  quite  rcsisonable,  my  ininr]  m 
ever  impressed  with  admiration  for  pcnwiis  ol 
high  birth,  and  1  could,  Arith  the  mn  ' 
honesty,  expatiate  on  Lord  Errol's  p' 
ties;  but  he  stands  in  no  need  of  u. , 
His  agreeable  manuers  ami  softness  0!*^ 
prevented  that  constraint  which  the  idea 
being  Lord  High  Constable  of  Scotland  ml^ltl 
otherwise  have  occaaioned.'    He  talked  vi 


ttip  jrr.irrflil,  :ij  T  hnrc  rinvrr  iff.n  ilAltptf  In  •«»  n(|i 

\  rptttalAr^  l|amrr*«  cJi**.| 

-  .ill    ii:....«,-u  ur-.,,   .,,1   ...i,,-  i,,.r!i   III  »ufh  awiiaai 
Account;  l>»r  Tont  Xrroi'ii  i\uv  t>i  th^t  UifitU)  wru.  Ml  Uili 
iwrlod,   RQt  quUr  e»t4hU<ho<l.     U»  uol  only  t^iA  noi 
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ind  sensibly  with  his  loamcd  guest.  I 
L*(i  that  Dr.  Johnson,  though  he  showed 
;:»l>ect  to  his  lordship,  wliicli,  from  prin- 
le  always  does  to  high  rank,  yet,  when 
line  to  arguments  maintained  that  man- 
vhicii  becomes  the  force  and  vigour  of 
lerstanding.  To  show  external  defer- 
1  (jur  sui)erit)rs  is  ]»roper :    to  seem  to 

0  them  m  opinion  is  meanness.'  The 
lid  grace  both  before  and  after  supper, 
uch  (leeeuey.  He  told  us  a  story  of  a 
lio  was  executed  at  Perth,  some  years 
ir  murdering  a  woman  who  was  with 
»y  him,  and  a  f«>rmer  child  he  had  by 
[\>  hand  va»i  cut  olf :  he  was  then  })ullcd 
it  the  ro|K!  l)roke,  and  he  wtis  forced  to 
hour  on  the  ground,  till  anotlier  rojHJ 
lught  from  Perth, — the  execution  being 
K>d  at  some  distance,  at  the  place  where 
trders  were  cominitte<l.  "  There,"  said 
1,  "  I  see  the  hand  of  Providence."  I 
idly  happy  here.  I  saw  in  this  noble- 
e  best  dlf<pf^^itions  and  best  principles; 
saw  him,  in  my  mind's  eye,  to  be  the 
ntativu  of  the  ancient  Boyds  of  Kilmar- 

1  was  afraid  he  might  have  urged 
g,  as,  I  believe,  he  used  formerly  to  do ; 

drank  port  and  water  out  of  a  large 
m^elf,  and  hH  us  do  as  we  pleased,  lie 
ith  lis  to  our  rooms  at  night ;  said  he 
le  visit  very  kindly  ;  and  told  me  my 
and  he  wen;  very  old  accpiaintance ; 
now  knew  the  way  to  Shiins,  ami  he 
to  si-e  Mie  there  again. 
I  a  most  f.'legant  room ;  but  there  was  a 
it  which  blazed ;  an«l  the  sea,  to  which 
ulriws  looked,  roared;  and  the  jmIIows 
inde  (»f  tlie  feathers  of  fnme  sea-fowl, 
i:id  to  me  a  disagreeable  smell :  so  that, 
h<'se  eatise-*,  I  w:is  kt'pt  awake  a  good 
I  saw,  in  imagination,  J^ord  Krnji's 
Lortl  Ivilmarnoek  (win*  was  lu-headed 
.■.•r-llili  ill  17-H)),  and  I  was  somewhat 


roiii  'Mr  ll.rl.'*  '):'  KrP*!.  iM  the  mrt/i"  line,  hut  the 
I*  ti.'iti-iT  iiml  :'raii-.hi'ii(lii.'r  ri"itrd  on  tlip  iiomi- 
(•ii>H-:t,  t;.i-  ti-iuh  l-l.irl  cT  Krriil,  uhii.  having  no 
•»f  hi>  ..wii,  i.d'nits.it.  il  (inuliT  a  fharUT  of 
I  )  hi»  r-  i-ifi<iri,  s-.t  J.hn  ll.iy,  '»f  Ki'lhtiir,  to  hi« 
»()<•  .uririi  ucl>  vuir- I  il--l  ji*  I  lcvi:ith  Karl;  hut 
!••  rw'-.'i.-i  K  i.l.'h.iv.!!^-  no  Umk',  Wiis  KurcfViliii  h}- 
»tiT"f  "i'l-  -ivi-l*.  V\\'-  _i-'iinjri->:,  I-ady  Marjiarcr, 
:niitlii  r  i.:  tln'  I  .irl  wli.i  rtfi  ivni  Dr.  Johnson,  w.i* 
I  till-  Kail  'il  I.ii  lull.'  <n.  uli'i  u:i«  .itt  linii'ii  for  the 
nf  I7i'-  Th"'-  I"-.',  .i;!  .i;  ly  dan^^hlcr.  tnnrrird  to 
Tiiirii-M  k.  Ix-hiM-'li-l  .i'.iil  a't-iinti'd  tor  th<>  r*'l)i>llioM 

\U\-V    «>>li    W.i,    til"     K.irl    Ii:rtitlO-)i'.|    ill    the    li:Xl. 

.i-rdil.-.  It  tlif  ih'cti'H  fit  thi-  ScHkIi  l.«•l?r^  in 
Mt*-*!  a^E.Ji't  Lord  l-.rnilS  1 1  t  !n  to  thi- pifraj-'f. 
irf  not  oiilv  thf  riiitit  "f  i  <inli  irin^^  n  pifratv  iiy 
n.  tuit  ili-T,^  Mi^  th.it  .IDV  '.\v\\  ni>niiin:ii>!i  h.id  Im'cii 
a«lf:  but'ffu'  llon<.'  '..I  Lord,  d.-ildi-d  tll.lt  Ih.; 
.hotuh  nrip'inaliy  a  mili*  lii  :.  h.nt  l)«roni"  dt-Mv-nd- 
nili  4.  and  ai.to  tli:it  },  ir!  (olln-rt  hid  ai*i|iiirc'd  aid 
thif  rsh'hr  111  n'>:H::i  ili'if..  I:  w.l>  >till  nion-  diiul>ttul 
lfir«-i>f  iI(T'il:r  try  Mi;;li  Co-.iN'ahh-  couiil  In>  tr.in>- 
l^r  hy  noi.iM.i!io  1  iir  tliroiiKh  li'inah-*  ;  hot  all  thi» 
«f  Kfpii  havi-«-;ijiiytd  ii  witlio-it  qii<-«t|i  n.  and  tin- 
vl  f  >n-riit.  d  it  I'V  ili'imty  at  th«-  ronoiui  m  of 
'  .  aa-i  :n  j.i-r.'-n  duriti/iii-'  M.iji>t)'s  vi<  1 1.»  Si-'H- 

^2.  —  t'KoKI-'K 

lht^t<frli»-ll.  in  l.i<  I.'  Iti  r*  t  i  hi*  "in.  f!i:"|i!  iin»  of 

rgued  in  an  iii.ii<«:riininati'  nianU'T  with  u'.k-w  of  all 


■  dreary.  But  the  thought  did  not  hwt  long, 
and  1  fell  aslcc]). 

I  Wedne»datf,  Au^.  25. — Wc  got  up  between 
'  seven  and  eight,  and  found  Mr.  Boyd  in  the 
'  dining-room,  with  tea  and  coffee  before  him, 

■  to  give  us  breakfast.  We  were  in  an  adniirublu 
'  humour.  Lady  Errol  had  given  each  of  us  a 
i  copy  of  an  ode  by  Beattie,  on  the  birth  of  her 

son,  Lord  Hay.  Mr.  Bov<l  asked  Dr.  Johnson 
I  how  he  liked  it.  Dr.  Johnson,  who  did  nut 
I  admire  it,  got  off*  very  well,  by  taking  it  out, 
'  and  reading  the  second  and  third  stanzas  of  it 
i  with  much  melody.  This,  without  his  saying 
I  a  word,  pleased  Mr.  Boyd.  lie  observed, 
I  liowevcr,  to  Dr.  Johnson,  that  the  cx])re88ion 

as  to  the  family  of  Krrol, 

I  **  A  thousand  years  have  seen  it  shine," 

I  compared  with  what  went  before,  was  on  anti- 
j  climax,  and  that  it  would  have  been  better, 

!  "  Ages  have  seen,*'  &c. 

^  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  So  great  a  number  as  a 
thousand  is  l)etter.  Dolim  latet  in  universalibua?- 
Ages  mirrht  be  only  two  ages." 

lie  talked  of  the  advantage  of  keeping  up 

■  the  connections  of  relationship,  which  produce 
much  kindness.  "  Every  man,"  said  he,  "  who 
comes  into  the  world,  has  need  of  friends.     If 

I  he  has  to  get  them  for  himself,  half  his  life  is 
spent  before  his  merit  is  known,  lielations 
are  a  man's  ready  friends,  who  support  him. 
When  a  imm  is  in  real  distress,  he  flies  into  the 
arms  of  his  relations.  An  old  lawyer,  who  had 
much  exi)erience  in  making  wills,  tohl  me,  that 
atU'r  [)eople  had  deliberated  long,  and  thought 
of  many  for  their  executors,  they  settle<l  at 
last  by  fixing  on  their  relations.  This  shows 
the  universality  of  the  principle." 

I  regretted  the  decay  of  respect  for  men  of 
family,  and  that  a  nabob  now  wouhl  carry  an 
election  fnmi  thom.  .Iohnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
the  nabob  will  carry  it  by  means  of  his  wealth, 


ra'ihs.  Proh.ihly  tho  nohU-  lord  had  Mt  with  some  um-iui. 
nf><-ii  what  it  wax  to  i-nronnter  s-tidnp'r  uhi1itie!>  lliaii  hi«  own. 
It  A  iM-t-r  will  «-ngaK<!  nt  ioiis  with  his  iiili-rutr  in  klutittn,  hi> 
inu^t  cxixvt  that  hi«  inft-rior  in  station  will  a^.iil  hhnvlf  nf 
cvi'rr  ad%ant.ig'*  ;  oth«<rMi<i;  it  is  not  a  fair  trial  of  ftirriiKth 
and  skill.  The  fame  w  ill  hoUi  in  a  contest  of  n'aMm,  or  of  wit. 
A  certain  kint:  [Fr<»«h>rick  of  riU'tia]  cntortil  thi>  li»ti  of  jiv- 
nins  with  Voltairo.  Th<;  ci.i!i-i-:|iii'ni-c  w.u.  that.  Ihoiiffh  the 
kint;  hatl  frrrat  and  ti'illiant  tdi-ntt,  Voltaire  ha^i  nurh  a  fiijx;- 
riiirity  that  hi*  Maji-»t>  rooUi  n>il  bcir  it  ;  and  the  |iiK*t  wa* 
uioinioSiti,  or  cuMfMni.  from  that  court.  In  thi'  rriKn  of 
Janii-jt  I.  of  Kii|;l-<iid,  rrii'hton,  Lorti  Sanquh.ir,  a  peer  of 
.*ii-oiland.  from  a  vain  ainhition  to  «-x«t1  a  U-ncinti-mattor  in 
hi«own  art,  played  at  rapier  and  d.-iKper  with  him.  Th<> 
tenr  nt;-niast«'r,  whi'><e  lame  and  hre.ul  were  at  ttaki'.  put  out 
one  ot  hM  hirdiihip']!  eyi'ft.  Kxa*poratcd  at  th{»,  Lurtl  SiUl- 
ijiiii.kr  hired  rurliaiK,  and  h-ul  the  fi*nrin|t-mH»ier  a»«M»tn- 
a:<*d  ;  for  which  hu  lordship  w-ai>  capitally  triod,  eondemnitl 
and  h  uii^ed.  Not  iM-inji  a  \wn  of  Knitlaiid.  he  wait  trietl  hy 
the  n-inu'  of  Rol>i-rt  f 'richton.  Kxq. ;  but  he  wan  .vlmittnl  to 
l>c  a  haron  of  three  hundred  yvarii'  ^t.-lndln];.  Se«  the  State 
'i'rinln  ;  and  (h>-  liiatory  ol  F.nalnud  hy  Hume,  who  upplandii 
the  impartial  jii<tli-i>  eXi-rnted  u|Hni  a  man  of  hifth  rank  — 
Boswfi.i..  I.ord  ('hoit'erhrld'v  oh^erv.ition  it  in  hi*  dfKrip- 
ti'io  Iff  Johnson  liiiiMelt  a»  a  rrtpivtabii-  IJoticuiol  (ic«  ante, 

\>.  *?.).  —  C'KOkMI. 

-  Thin  \*  \ery  iru".  hut  how  ro;i|r]idiclnry  to  hU  olijtTtinnB 
to  the  circMmt'ttncfM  hy  w  hich  Shakeipearo  drscribt't  dark 
in'ii'i  and  vacuity.     btv.>  ami;  p.  IIQ,  Wl.  \c.  —  CioKtR. 


in  B  country  where  monej  is  higlilv  Taiucd,  as 
it  must  be  where  nothin;^  can  \m£  liad  without 
money ;  but,  if  it  comes  to  personal  preference, 
the  man  of  family  will  always  carry  it.  There 
is  generally  a  »coujulrelUm  about  a  low  man.** 
31  r.  Bfjyd  said,  that  was  a  good  ism. 

I  said,  I  ^>elieved  mankind  were  happier  in 
the  ancient  feudal  state  of  subordination,  than 
they  are  in  the  modem  state  of  independency. 
Jouxsox.  "  To  be  sure,  the  chief  was :  but  we 
must  think  of  the  numlx:r  of  individuals.  That 
they  were  less  happy  Krems  plain ;  fur  that  state 
from  which  all  e;K:upe  as  awm  as  they  can,  and 
to  which  none  return  after  they  have  left  it, 
must  be  less  happy  ;  and  this  is  the  case  with 
the  Htate  of  de{jendence  on  a  chief  or  great 
man.** 

I  mentioned  the  happiness  of  the  French  in 
their  suUjrdination,  by  the  reciprocal  bene- 
volence '  and  attachment  between  the  great 
and  those  in  lower  rank.  Mr.  Boyd  gave  us 
an  instance  of  their  gentlemanly  spirit.  An 
old  Chevalier  de  Malthc,  of  ancient  noblesse, 
but  in  low  circumstances,  was  in  a  coffee- 
house at  Paris,  where  was  Julien,  the  great 
manufacturer  at  the  Gobelins,  of  the  fine 
tapestry,  so  much  distinguished  both  for  the 
figures  and  the  cohmrs.  The  chevalier  s  car- 
riage was  very  old.  Says  Julien,  with  a 
()lebeian  insolence,  "I  think,  Sir,  vou  had 
)etter  have  your  carriage  new  painted.**  ITie 
chevalier  looked  at  him  with  mdignant  con- 
tempt^ and  answered,  "Well,  Sir,  you  may 
take  it  home  and  dye  it!"  All  the  coffee- 
house rejoiced  at  Julien's  confusion. 

We  set  out  about  nine.  Dr.  Johnson  was 
cunous  to  see  one  of  those  structures,  which 
northern  antiquarians  call  a  Drui(rs  temple. 
I  had  a  recollection  of  one  at  Strichcn,  which 
I  had  seen  fiflecn  years  ago ;  so  we  went  four 
miles  out  of  our  road,  afler  passing  Old  Deer, 
and  went  thither.  Mr.  Fraser,  the  proprietor, 
was  at  home,  and  showed  it  to  us.  I3ut  I  ha(l 
augmented  it  in  my  mind ;  for  all  that  remains 
is  two  stones  set  up  on  end,  with  a  long  one 
lai<l  ujK>n  them,  as  was  usual,  and  one  stone  at 
a  little  distance  from  them.  That  stone  was 
the  capital  one  of  the  circle  which  surrounded 
what  now  remains.  Mr.  Fraser  was  very  hos- 
pitable.*   There  was  a  fair  at  Strichcn;  and 


i  What  a  rommentary  on  this  opinion  hu  the  French 
rnvoliitlnn  written  I  ~-  ('hokbr. 

•  He  !■  the  worthy  ion  of  a  worthy  father,  the  late  Lord 
StricliPn.one  or  our  Judgei.  to  whose  kind  notice  I  was  much 
obliged.  Lord  Strirhen  was  a  man  not  only  honest,  iMit 
hlffhly  g(>nrrons;  for,  after  his  succonlon  to  thn  funiiy 
estate,  he  paid  a  larKc  sum  nf  debts,  contracted  by  tiis  prede- 
cessor, which  he  was  not  under  any  obligation  to  pay.  Lot 
me  here,  for  the  credit  of  Ayrshire,  my  own  county,  record 
a  nolilc  instance  of  iii>i>ral  honesty  in  William  Hutchison, 
droTer,  in  Lanehead,  Kyle,  who  formerly  obtained  a  full 
discharfio  from  his  creditors  upon  a  composition  of  his  debts; 
but,  upon  tielnft  rcitnred  to  grjod  circumstances.  Invited  liis 
creditors  last  winter  to  a  dinner,  without  telling  the  reason, 
and  paid  them  their  full  sums.  princi|>al  and  intereit.  They 
presented  him  with  a  piece  ol  plate,  with  an  inscription  to 
rommcmoratn  this  cxtraordinarv  in*tance  of  true  worth ; 
which  should  make  some  people  InJScotland  blush,  while, 
though  mean  themselres.  they  strtn  about  under  the  pro- 


he  had  several  of  his  neighbours  from  it  at 
dinner.  One  of  them.  Dr.Frafer.  who  had 
been  in  the  annVf  remembered  to  hare  seen 
Dr.  Johnson,  at  a  lecture  on  experimental  phi- 
losophy, at  Lichfield.  The  Doctor  recollected 
being  at  the  lecture,  and  he  was  surprised  to 
find  here  somebody  who  knew  him. 

Air.  Fra^r  sent  a  servant  to  conduct  us  bj 
a  short  passage  into  the  high  road.  I  ohseired 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  that  I  had  a  most  disagreeable  j 
notion  of  the  Iil*e  of  country  gentlemen ;  that  £ 
left  ^Ir.  Fraser,  just  now,  as  one  leaves  m  pri-  < 
soner  in  a  jail.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  that  I  was 
right  in  thmking  them  unhappy,  for  that  they 
had  not  enough  to  keep  their  minds  in  motion. 
I  started  a  thought  this  afternoon  which  amused 
us  a  great  part  of  the  way.  *•  If/'  said  I,  "  our 
Club  should  come  and  set  up  in  St.  Andrew's, 
as  a  college,  to  teach  all  that  each  of  us  can  in 
the  several  departments  of  learning  and  taste, 
we  should  rebuild  the  city:  we  should  draw  m 
wonderful  concourse  of  students.**  Dr.  John- 
son entered  fully  into  the  spirit  of  this  project. 
We  immediately  fell  to  distributing  the  offices. 
I  was  to  teach  civil  and  Scotchlaw ;  Burke, 
politics  and  eloquence;  Garrick,  the  art  of 
public  speaking;  Langton  was  to  be  our 
Grecian,  Colman  our  Latin  professor ;  Kugeot, 
Ui  teach  physic;  Lord  Charlemont,  modem 
history ;  Beauclerk,  natural  philosophy ;  Vesey, 
Irish  antiquities,  or  Celtic  learning';  Jones, 
Oriental  learning ;  Goldsmitb,  poetry  and  an- 
cient history;  Chamier,  commercial  politics; 
Reynolds,  painting,  and  the  arts  which  have 
beauty  for  their  object ;  Chambers,  the  law  of 
England.  Dr.  Johnson  at  first  said, "  I  *11  trust 
theology  to  nobody  but  myself.**  But,  upon 
due  consideration,  that  Percy  is  a  clergyman, 
it  was  agreed  that  Percy  should  teach  practical 
divinity  and  British  antiquities;  Dr.  Johnson 
hiinselfj  logic,  metaphysics,  and  scholastic 
divinity.  In  this  manner  did  we  amuse  our- 
selves, each  suggesting,  and  each  varying  or 
adding,  till  the  whole  was  adjusted.  Dr.  John- 
son said,  we  only  wanted  a  matliematician 
since  Dyer  died,  who  was  a  very  good  one; 
but  as  to  every  thing  else,  we  should  have  a 
very  capital  university.* 

VW'^ot  at  night  to  Banff.    I  sent  Joseph  on 
to  Duff  House :  but  Earl  Fife  was  not  at  home, 


tection  of  great  alliance,  conscious  of  the  wretchedneu  of 
numbers  who  hare  lost  by  them,  to  whom  they  never  think 
of  making  reparation,  but  indulge  themselvct  and  their 
families  in  most  unsuitable  expense.  —  Boswbll. 

3  Since  the  first  edition,  it  has  lieen  supgetted  fay  nn«  of 
the  Club,  who  knew  Mr.  Vesey  better  than  Dr.  Johnson  and 
I,  that  we  did  not  assign  him  a  proper  place,  for  be  vaa 
quite  unskilled  in  Irish  antiquities  and  Celtic  learainir,  but 
might  with  propriety  have  been  made  pmfeMor  of  archU 
lecture,  which  he  understood  well,  and  haa  left  a  very  tnod 
specimen  of  his  knowledge  and  taste  In  that  art,  by  an  ele- 
gant house  IniiU  on  a  pUn  of  his  own  formation,  at  Lnran,  a 
few  miles  from  Dublin.  —  Boswnx.  Mr.  Vesey  would  not, 
I  believe,  have  been  entitled  even  to  this  department.  The 
house  he  built  at  I.ucan  is  a  ptod  one,  but  nowise  remark- 
able AS  a  wnrk  of  art.  — .Ckokee. 

*  Here  followed  a  note  with  the  names  of  the  then  mem- 
bers of  the  Club,  which  Bos  well  sobtequently  locorporalcd  In 
the  text  of  the  Life,  ante,  p.  163. 
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wUch  I  r^retted  much,  as  we  should  have  had 
a  Tery  elegaut  reception  from  his  lordship.  We 
found  here  but  an  mdifferent  inn.^  Dr.  John- 
son wrote  a  long  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale.  I  won- 
dered to  see  him  write  so  much  so  easily.  He 
▼erified  his  own  doctrine,  that  "  a  man  maj 
always  write  when  he  will  set  himself  doggedly 
to  it.'*' 

Thursday,  Aug.  26.  —We got  a  fresh  chaise 
liere,  a  very  good  one,  and  ven^  good  horses. 
We  breakfasted  at  Cullen.  They  set  down 
dried  haddocks  broiled,  along  with  our  tea.  I 
ate  one ;  but  Dr.  Johnson  was  disgusted  by 
the  sight  of  them,  so  they  were  removed.  * 
Cullen  has  a  comfortable  appearance,  thoueh 
but  a  very  small  town,  and  tne  houses  mostly 
poor  buildings. 

I  called  on  Mr.  Robertson,  who  has  the 
charge  of  Lord  Findlater's  affairs,  and  was 
formerly  I^ord  Monboddo's  clerk,  was  three 
times  in  France  with  him,  and  translated  Con- 
damine^s  Account  of  the  Savage  Girl,  to  which 
his  lordship  wrote  a  preface,  containing  several 
remarics  of  his  own.  Robertson  said  he  did 
not  believe  so  much  as  his  lordship  did ;  that 
it  was  plain  to  him  the  eirl  confounded  what 
the  imagined  with  what  she  remembered ;  that. 


she  perceived  Condamine  and  Lord 
Monboddo  forming  theories,  and  she  adapted 
her  story  to  them. 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  It  is  a  pity  to  see  Lord 
Monboddo  publish  such  notions  as  he  has 
done ;  a  man  of  sense,  and  of  so  much  elegant 
learning.  There  would  be  little  in  a  fool  doing 
it;  we  should  only  laugh:  but  when  a  wise 
man  does  it,  we  are  sorry.  Other  people  have 
stranse  notions;  but  they  conceal  them.  If 
they  nave  tails,  they  hide  them ;  but  Monboddo 
is  as  jealous  of  his  tail  as  a  squirrel."  I  shall 
here  put  down  some  more  remarks  of  Dr. 
Johnson's  on  Lord  Monboddo,  which  were  not 
made  exactly  at  this  time,  but  come  in  well 
from  connection.  He  said  he  did  not  approve 
of  a  judge's  calling  himself  Farmer  Burnett  ^, 
and  going  about  with  a  little  round  hat.^     He 


>  Here,  tmlucklly,  the  windows  faad  no  pulleys,  and  Dr. 
Johoitoa,  who  WM  constantly  exger  for  fresli  air,  had  much 
■tfufgiiog  to  get  one  of  them  kept  open.  Thus  he  had  a 
Doiioo  inpressed  upon  him,  that  this  wretched  defect  was 
general  In  Scotland,  in  consequence  of  which  he  has  erronc- 
ooslr  mlarged  upon  it  in  hit  "  Journey."  I  regretted  that 
be  did  not  allow  me  to  read  or«>r  his  book  before  it  was 
prioted.  I  should  have  changed  rery  little,  but  I  should 
Mve  aujcgested  an  alteration  in  a  few  places  where  he  has 
laid  himself  open  to  be  attacked.  I  hope  I  should  have  pro. 
vailed  with  him  to  omit  or  suflen  bis  assertion,  tliat  **  a 
ScoCsoian  must  be  a  sturdy  moralist,  who  does  not  nrefer 
SOTtl***^  to  truth,"  —  for  I  really  think  it  is  not  fouuded,  and 
a  ia  harshly  said.  —  BoswiLL.  Boswell  furnished  Johnson 
vICb  a  loof  list  of  errors  —  great  and  small  —  in  hi«  Journey, 
mat  not.  I  think,  of  which  Johnimn  gave  himself  the  trouble  of 
•orrectiog.    They  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  —  CaoKBR. 

*  A  protest  may  be  entered  <m  the  part  ot  most  Scotsmen 
^■Inat  the  Doctor's  taste  in  this  particular.  A  Finnon  had- 
flock  dried  over  the  smoke  of  tnc  sea-werd,  and  sprinkled 
with  aak  water  daring  the  procesR,acquires  a  relish  of  a  very 
and  delicate  flavour,  inimitable  nn  any  other  coast 
thai  of  At>erdeeTishirc.  Some  of  our  RdiuburKh  phi> 
tried  to  produce  their  equal  in  vain.  I  was  one  of 
■  parCy  at  a  dinner,  where  the  ]>liilosophical  haddiwks  were 
pl^rn  in  competition  wiUi  the  genuine  Fmnon-fish.     These 


laughed  heartily  at  his  lordship's  saying  he  was 
an  enthusiastical  farmer;  "For,"  said  he, "  what 
can  he  do  in  farming  by  his  enthusiasm?** 
Here,  however,  I  think  Dr.  Johnson  mistaken. 
He  who  wishes  to  be  successful,  or  happy, 
ought  to  be  enthusiastical,  that  is  to  say,  very 
keen  in  all  the  occupations  or  diversions  of 
life.  An  ordinary  gentleman-farmer  will  be 
satisfied  with  looking  at  his  fields  once  or  twice 
a  day :  an  enthusiastical  farmer  will  be  con- 
stantly employed  on  them ;  will  have  his  mind 
earnestly  engaged ;  will  talk  perpetually  of  them. 
But  Dr.  Johnson  has  much  of  the  niladmirari 
in  smaller  concerns.  That  survey  of  life  which 
gave  birth  to  his  "  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes  ** 
early  sobered  his  mind.  Besides,  so  great  a 
mind  as  his  cannot  be  moved  by  inferior  ob- 
iects :  an  elephant  does  not  run  and  skip  like 
lesser  animals. 

Mr.  Robertson  sent  a  servant  with  us,  to 
show  us  through  Lord  Findlater's  wood,  by 
which  our  way  was  shortened,  and  we  saw 
some  part  of  his  domain,  which  is  indeed  ad* 
mirably  laid  out.  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  choose 
to  walk  through  it.  He  always  said  that  he 
was  not  come  to  Scotland  to  see  fine  places,  of 
which  there  were  enough  in  England;  but 
wild  objects — mountains  —  waterfalls — pecu- 
liar manners ;  in  short,  things  which  he  had 
not  seen  before.  I  have  a  notion  that  he  at 
no  time  has  had  much  taste  for  rural  beauties. 
I  have  myself  very  little. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  there  was  nothing  more 
contemptible  than  a  country  gentleman  living 
beyond  his  income,  and  every  year  growing 
poorer  and  poorer.  He  spoke  strongly  of  the 
mfiuence  which  a  man  has  by  being  rich.  "  A 
man,"  said  he,  "  who  keeps  his  money,  has  in 
reality  more  use  from  it  than  he  can  have  by 
spending  it."  I  observed  that  this  looked  very 
like  a  paradox  ;  but  he  explainc<l  it  thus :  "  If 
it  were  certain  that  a  man  would  keep  his 
money  locked  up  for  ever,  to  be  sure  he  would 
have  no  influence ;  but,  a.s  so  many  want  money, 
and  he  has  the  power  of  giving  it,  and  they 


were  served  round  without  distinction  whence  they  came; 
but  only  one  gentleman,  out  of  twelve  present,  espoused  the 
cauRe  of  philosophy Walter  Scott. 

1  It  is  the  custom  m  Scotland  for  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Session  to  have  the  title  of  Lords,  from  their  estates ;  thus 
Mr.  Burnett  is  Lord  Monboddo.  as  Mr.  Home  was  Lord 
Kame.4.  There  is  sometiiing  a  little  awkward  in  this ;  for 
they  are  denominated  in  deeds  by  their  names,  with  the 
addition  of  "  one  of  the  senators  of  the  college  of  justice ;  " 
and  subscribe  their  Christian  and  «umame,  as  James  Bur- 
nett, Henry  Home,  even  in  Judicial  acts Boswell.     Wc 

see  that  ttie  same  custom  prevailed  amongst  otiier  gentlemen 
as  well  as  the  judges.  All  the  lairds  who  arc  called  bv  the 
names  of  their  estates,  as  Kasar,  Col,  &c.,  sign  their  Clnrii- 
tian  and  surnames,  as  J.  Maclcod,  A.  Maclean,  Ac.  The 
dignity  of  the  judicial  bi^nch  has  consecrated.  In  the  case  of 
the  judges,  wliat  was  uncc  tlie  common  pnictlce  of  the 
countrv.  — Croker. 

*  Why  not,  in  a  remote  country  retirement? — CaoRER. 
It  may  be  worth  while  to  remark,  thnt  down  to  a  very  re- 
cent  period.  Judges  both  in  1<ondon  and  Kdinbnrgh  were 
distingiiisheil,  when  mixing  In  common  society,  by  certain 
gr:ive  peculiarities  of  dress  :  these,  vitli  some  few  ancient 
and  venerable  exreption*.  have  now   disappeared  :  and  it 

set-mt  doubtful   whether  the  innovation  was  wise LOCS- 
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know  not  but  by  gaining  his  favour  they  may 
obtain  it,  the  rich  man  will  always  have  the 
greatest  influence.  He,  again,  who  lavishes 
his  money,  is  laughed  at  as  foolish,  and  in  a 
great  degree  with  justice,  considering  how 
much  is  spent  from  vanity.  Even  those  who 
partake  ot  a  man^s  hospitality  have  but  a  tran- 
sient kindness  for  him.  If  he  has  not  the  com- 
mand of  money,  people  know  he  cannot  help 
them  if  he  would ;  whereas  the  rich  man  always 
can,  if  he  will,  and  for  the  chance  of  that,  will 
have  much  weight."  Boswell.  "  But  philoso- 
phers and  satirists  have  all  treated  a  miser  as 
contemptible.**  Johnson.  "  He  is  so  philoso- 
phically ;  but  not  in  the  practice  of  life.  Bos- 
well. "  Let  me  see  now  :  I  do  not  know  the 
instances  of  misers  in  Endand,  so  as  to  ex- 
amine into  their  influence.'  Johnson.  "  We 
have  had  few  misers  in  England."  Boswell. 
"  There  was  Lowther." '  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
Lowther,  by  keeping  his  money,  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  county,  which  the  family  has  now 
lost,  by  spending  it.  ^  I  take  it  he  lent  a  great 
deal ;  and  that  is  the  way  to  have  influence, 
and  vet  preserve  one's  wealth.  A  man  may 
lend  his  money  upon  very  good  security,  and 
yet  have  his  debtor  much  ander  his  power"." 
Boswell.  *'No  doubt,  SV.  He  can  always 
distress  him  for  the  money  ;  as  no  man  borrows 
who  is  able  to  pay  on  demand  quite  conve- 
niently." 

We  dined  at  El^in,  and  saw  the  noble  ruins 
of  the  cathedral.  Though  it  rained  much.  Dr. 
Johnson  examined  them  with  the  most  patient 
attention.  He  could  not  here  feel  any  abhor- 
rence at  the  Scottish  reformers,  for  he  had 
been  told  by  Lord  Hailes,  that  it  was  destroyed 
before  the  reformation,  by  the  Lord  of  Baden- 
och^,  who  had  a  quarrel  with  the  bishop.  The 
bishop's  house,  and  those  of  the  other  clergy, 
which  are  still  pretty  entire,  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  proportioned  to  the  magnificence  of  the 


I  lie  meant,  no  doubt,  Sir  Jamet  Ixiwthcr.  of  Whiteharen, 
Bat  t.,  who  (lied  in  1755,  immensely  rich,  but  without  icsuc, 
and  hii  estates  devolred  on  his  relatlou,  Sir  James,  aiter- 
wardi  flrit  Ear!  of  Lonsdale.  —  Crokkr. 

9  I  do  not  know  what  was  at  this  time  the  state  of  the 
parliamentary  inlereft  of  the  anciont  family  of  Lowther  ;  a 
family  before  the  conquest :  but  all  the  natitm  knows  it  to  be 
very  extensive  at  pre>ent.  A  due  mixture  of  severity  and 
kindness,  economy  and  munificence,  chararterises  its  present 

representative BoiiweLi..    The  second  Viscount  and  only 

Earl  Lonsdale  of  his  branch,  who  was  recommended  to  Bos- 
well's  peculiar  favour  by  tiaving  married  Lady  Mary  Stuart, 
the  daughter  of  John  Earl  of  Bute.—  CaoKiR. 

'  Note,  by  I-K>rd  Hailes.  —  "  The  cathedral  of  Elpin  was 
burnt  by  the  Lord  of  Badenoch.  because  the  Bishop  of  Moray 
had  pronounced  an  award  not  to  his  likinit.  The  indemnifi- 
cation that  the  sec  obtained  was,  that  the  Lord  of  Badenorh 
stood  for  three  days  barefooted  at  the  Rreat  gale  of  the 
cathedral.  The  story  is  in  Ibe  chartulary  of  Elgin."  —  Bos- 
well. Light  as  this  penance  was.  an  Irish  chieftain  fared 
still  better.  The  eighth  Earl  of  Kildare  was  charged  before 
Plenry  VIL  with  having  burned  the  cathedral  of  Ca&hel :  he 
expressed  his  contrition  for  this  sacrilege,  adding,  that  he 
never  would  have  done  it  hail  he  not  thntiKlit  that  the  arck* 
biikop  had  been  in  it.  The  king  niiule  him  lord-]if>utenant. 
—  Croker,  18.11.  Mr.  Chaml)ers  observes  to  me.  th.it  "  it  is 
strange  that  Boswell  should  n<<t  have  known,  or  that  Ixird 
lislles  should  hare  taile«i  to  tell  him.  that  the  cathedral  of 
Elgin  had  revived  from  the  sarrilef:c  of  the  lf't>^ qf  Btutmoch, 
ana  its  final  niin  was  .'iccomplinhcd  bv  the  cupidity  of  Murray, 
nicknamed  the  good  Urgent,  kUo  stripped  the  lead  from  the 


cathedral,  which  has  been  of  great  extent,  and 
had  very  fine  carved  work.  The  ground  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  cathedral  is  employed  as  a 
bur^ing-placc.  The  family  of  Grordon  have 
their  vault  here ;  but  it  has  nothing  grand. 

We  passed  Gordon  Castle^  this  forenoon, 
which  has  a  princely  appearance.  Fochabers, 
the  neighbouring  viUao^e,  is  a  poor  place,  many 
of  the  houses  being  ruinous ;  out  it  is  remark- 
able, they  have  in  general  orchards  well  stored 
with  applctrees.  Elgin  has  what  in  England 
are  called  piazzas,  that  run  in  many  places  on 
each  side  of  the  street.  It  must  have  been  a 
much  better  place  formerly.  Probably  it  had 
piazzas  all  along  the  town,  as  I  have  seen  at 
Bologna.  I  approved  much  of  such  structures 
in  a  town,  on  account  of  their  convenience  in 
wet  weather.  Dr.  Johnson  disapproved  of 
them,  "  because,"  said  he,  "  it  makes  the  under 
story  of  a  house  very  dark,  which  greatly  over- 
balances the  convemency,  when  it  is  considered 
how  small  a  part  of  the  year  it  rains ;  how  few 
are  usually  m  the  street  at  such  times ;  that 
many  who  are  might  as  well  be  at  home ;  and 
the  little  that  people  sufler,  supposing  them 
to  be  as  much  wet  as  they  commonly  are  in 
walking  a  street." 

We  fared  but  ill  at  our  inn  here ;  and  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  this  was  the  first  time  he  had 
seen  a  dinner  in  Scotland  that  he  could  not 
cat. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  drove  over  the  very 
heath  where  Macbeth  met  the  witches,  acconl- 
ing  to  tradition.  ^  Dr.  Johnson  again  solemnly 
repeated  — 

"  How  for  is't  caird  to  Fores?  What  are  these. 
So  withered,  and  so  wild  in  their  attire  ? 
That  look  not  like  the  inhabitants  o'  the  earth. 
And  yet  are  on't?" 

He  repeated  a  good  deal  more  of  Macbeth. 
His  recitation  was  grand  and  affecting,  and,  aa 


roof,  and  shipped  it  to  be  sold  in  Holland ;  but  the  ihip  with  ita 
unhallowed  freight  sunk  soon  aOer  it  had  left  the  harbour ; 
so  the  rathedral  was  ruined,  without  any  profit  to  tbe 
S|>oi1er.  "— Crokbr.  184fi. 

*  I  am  not  sure  whether  the  Duke  was  at  home ;  but,  nut 
having  the  honour  of  l>eing  much  known  to  his  grace,  I 
could  not  liave  presumed  to  enter  his  castle,  though  to  intro- 
duce evi'U  so  celebrated  a  Ktranirer.  We  were  at  any  rate  te 
a  hurr}  to  get  forward  to  the  wildness  which  we  came  to  see. 
Perhaps,  if  this  noble  family  had  still  preserved  that  ■<>• 
questcred  magnificence  which  they  maintained  when  catho- 
lics, corresponding  with  the  Grand  Dake  of  Toacany.  we 
might  have  bern  Induced  to  have  procur«l  proper  letters  of 
introduction,  and  devoted  some  time  to  the  conteDplatioo  of 
v«'nerHble  superstitious  state.  —  Boswell. 

^  Mr.  William  Macpherson,  ofTrinity  College.  Cambridge, 
who  favoured  me  witn  several  remarks  on  my  first  edition, 
ob«erved  on  this  passage,  that  "Boswell  was  quite  mis« 
taken  in  imagining  that  l>e  saw  the  spot  where  Macbeth 
mi>t  the  witches  between  Elgin  and  Fores.  The  true  place 
is  between  Fores  and  Nairn.  The  "blasted  heath ''^ had 
been  subsequently  planted  oith  trees,  and  when  they  were 
cut  down  some  years  ago,  the  late  Laird  of  Brodle  preaerred 
a  clump  to  mark  the  consecrated  ground.  The  moor  has 
been  since  replanted,  but  the  older  grove  is  still  dlatloguiah- 
able  from  the  rest  of  the  wood.  The  locality  of  the  scene 
ha*  never  been  doubted,  as  far  aa  1  can  leant"— Caosaa, 
\H3!i.  Johnson,  more  accurate  than  Boswell,  states  that  it 
was  next  day,  on  the  journey  between  Pbrea  and  Nnfm,  that 
they  "  enU'rod  upon  the  nnd  on  which  Macbeth  heard  the 
fatal  prediction.*'—  Crokbr,  1846. 
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Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  has  observed  to  mc,  had 
no  more  tone  than  it  should  have :  it  was  the 
better  for  it  He  then  parodied  the  ^*A11 
haU  **  of  the  witches  to  Macbeth,  addressing 
himself  to  mc.  I  had  purchased  some  land 
cmlled  Dalblair ;  and,  as  in  Scotland  it  is  cus- 
tomary to  distinguish  landed  men  by  the  name 
of  their  estates,  I  had  thus  two  titles,  Dalblair 
and  young  Auchinleck.  So  my  friend,  in 
imitation  of 

**  All  hail,   Macbeth !   hail   to   thee,    Thane  of 
Cawdor !" 

condescended  to  amuse  himself  with  uttering 

**  All  haiU  Dalblair  f  hail  to  thcc.  Laird  of  ^ucAix- 

We  got  to  Fores  at  night,  and  found  an 
admirable  inn,  in  which  Dr.  Johnson  was 
plesaed  to  meet  with  a  landlord,  who  styled 
ninuelf  "  Wine-Cooper,  from  London." 

Friday^  Aug.  27. — It  was  dark  when  we 
came  to  Fores  last  night;  so  we  did  not  sec 
what  is  called  King  Duncan's  monument.  ^  I 
shall  now  nuirk  some  gleanings  of  Dr.  Joh-^- 
son*B  conversation.  I  spoke  of  Leonidas,  auv^ 
said  there  were  some  good  passages  in  it. 
JoBV80!(.  "  ^^^ly,  you  must  seek  for  them." 
He  said,  Paul  Whitehead's  Manners  was  a  poor 
performance.  Speaking  of  Derrick,  he  told 
me  '*  he  had  a  kindness  for  him,  and  had  often 
saif],  that  if  his  letters  had  been  written  by  one 
of  a  more  established  name,  they  would  have 
been  thought  very  pretty  letters." 

This  morning  I  introduced  the  subject  of 
the  origin  of  evil.  Johnson.  "  Moral  evil  ia 
cKxrasioned  by  free  will,  which  implies  clioicc 
Iwtween  good  and  evil.  With  all  the  evil  that 
tliere  is,  tnere  is  no  man  but  would  rather  be  a 
free  agent,  than  a  mere  machine  without  the 
evil ;  and  what  is  best  for  each  individual, 
must  be  best  for  the  whole.  If  a  man  would 
rather  be  a  machine,  I  cannot  argue  with  him. 
He  is  a  different  being  from  me."  Boswell. 
**A  man,  as  a  machine,  may  Lave  agreeable 
sensations  ;  for  instance,  he  may  have  plea.surc 
in  music."  Johnson.  "No,  Sir,  he  cannot 
have  pleasure  in  music ;  at  least  no  power  of 
pnxlucing  music ;  fur  he  who  can  produce 
music  may  let  it  alone :  he  who  can  play  uj>on 
a  fiddle  may  break  it :  such  a  man  is  not  a 
machine."  Hiis  reasoning  satisfied  me.  It  is 
certain,  there  cannot  be  a  free  agent,  unless 


1  Then,  m  Mr.  BoswcII  tellt  us,  pronounced  at  a  A\i- 
■rlla)il'?.  AJflffk,  but  now,  ah  it  in  written,  Attchint>-ck.  So  I 
wai  Informed  hy  hit  lorpljr,  liTelv,  and  Intelllcrnt  gninil- 
daughter.  Ter«>«a  L^ly  Kllioi.  of  Stohhn,  who  wa<  unatchrd 
friim  her  friends  hy  aii  early  dnath  In  1H36.  — CaonER. 

s  Duncan's  monuni«-nt ;  a  huKe  column  on  the  roadside 
near  Fores,  more  thiin  twenty  feet  high,  crect*^  in  com> 
of  the  final  retrt-at  of  tli<*  Danes  from  Scotland, 


aad  properly  called  Sweue'*  Stone.—  Waltkb  Scott. 

»  S«eaii<^.  p.  Ml.-C. 

*  In  Scotland  thiTe  is  a  great  dral  of  nrep.inition  h('f4ire 
adminisCerinft  the  sarrament.  The  minl<ter  of  the  parish 
the  people  as  to  their  fitness,  aud  to  thote  of  whom 


there  is  the  power  of  being  evil  as  well  as 
good.  We  must  take  the  inherent  possibilities 
of  things  into  consideration,  in  our  reasonings 
or  conjectures  concerniufi:  the  works  of  God. 

We  came  to  Nairn  to  breakfast.  Though  a 
county  town  and  a  royal  burgh,  it  is  a  miser- 
able place.  Over  the  room  where  we  sat,  a 
girl  was  spinning  vtwA  witli  a  great  wheel,  and 
singing  on  Erse  song:  "  I'll  warrant  you," 
said  Dr.  Johnson,  "  one  of  the  songs  of  Ossian." 
He  then  repeated  these  lines :  — 

«•  Verse  sweetens  toil,  however  rude  the  sound. 
All  at  her  work  the  village  maiden  idngs; 
Nor,  while  she  turns  the  giddy  wheel  around, 
Revolves  the  sad  vicissitude  of  things. **' 

I  thought  I  had  heard  these  lines  before. 
Johnson.  "  I  fancy  not,  Sir ;  for  they  are 
in  a  detached  poem,  the  name  of  which  I  do 
not  remember,  written  by  one  Gifford,  a  par- 
son." 

I  expected  Mr.  Kenneth  M'Aulay,  the  mi- 
nister of  Calder,  who  published  the  History  of 
St.  Kilda,  a  book  which  Dr.  Johnson  liked, 
woulJ  have  met  us  here,  as  I  had  written  to 
him  fi  om  Aberdeen.  But  I  received  a  letter 
from  hiai  telling  me  that  he  could  not  leave 
home,  as  he  was  to  administer  the  sacrament 
the  following  Sunday,  and  earnestly  request- 
ing to  see  us  at  his  manse.  "  We'll  go,'*  said 
Dr.  Johnson  ;  which  we  accordingly  did.  Mrs. 
M^Aulay  received  us,  and  told  us  her  hus- 
band was  in  the  church  distributing  tokens.* 
We  arrived  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock, 
and  it  was  near  three  before  he  came  to  us. 

Dr.  Johnson  thanked  him  for  his  book,  and 
said  "  it  is  a  very  pretty  piece  of  topography." 
M'Aulay  did  not  seem  much  to  mind  the  com- 
pliment. From  his  conversation.  Dr.  John- 
son was  j>orsuaded  that  he  had  not  written  the 
book  which  goes  under  his  name.  1  myself 
always  suspected  so ;  and  I  have  been  told  it 
was  written  by  the  learned  Dr.  John  MTher- 
son  of  Sky,  from  the  materials  collected  by 
M'Aulay.  Dr.  Johnson  said  privately  to  me, 
*'  There  is  a  combination  in  it  of  which  M*Aulay 
is  not  capable."  ^  However,  he  was  exceed- 
\Ti^\y  hospitable;  and,  as  he  obligingly  pro- 
mised us  a  route  for  our  Tour  through  the 
Western  Isles,  we  agreed  to  stay  with  him  all 
night. 

Afler  dinner,  we  walked  to  the  old  castle  of 
Calder  (pronounced  Cawder),  the  Thane  of 
Cawdor's  seat.     1  was  sorry  that  my  friend. 


he  approTes  giros  little  pieces  of  tin.  stamped  with  the  name 
of  the  parish,  as  tokens,  whirh  tlier  muitt  produce  lM>fore  re- 
ceiving it.  'lliis  is  a  species  of  priestly  power,  and  some, 
times  may  be  abiitctl.  I  rixnemU'r  a  lawsuit  brought  hy  a 
person  against  his  |<arish  minUtfr.  fi>r  refusing  him  admis- 
sion tn  that  sarrrd  ordinanre.  —  Hohwkll. 

*  My  correspondent,  Mr.  MacplicTson,  corroborates  the 
surmise  of  Botwoll  and  Jnhnsnn,  and  saj.4,  that  Dr.  Mac- 
pherson  was  certainly  the  author  of  the  bo^ik  which  giies 
under  M'Aulay's  name.  The  doctor,  an  rxcellent  Kholar, 
vnis  father  nf  my  old  acquaiiita:iri-.  Sir  Joiin  Macphfrioii, 
«i>mftline  g  ivemor-general  of  India,  and  of  Dr.  Martin 
Marphcrson,  mentioned  subsequently.  —  CaoKEa,  183.V 
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this  **  prosperous  gentleman,"  >  was  not  there. 
The  old  tower  must  be  of  great  antiquity. 
There  is  a  drawbridge  —  what  has  been  a  moat 
—  and  an  ancient  court.  There  is  a  hawthorn 
tree,  which  rises  like  a  wooden  pillar  through 
the  rooms  of  the  castle ;  for,  by  a  strange  con- 
ceit, the  walb  have  been  built  round  it.  The 
thickness  of  the  walls,  the  small  slanting  win- 
dows, and  a  great  iron  door  at  the  entrance  on 
the  second  story  as  you  ascend  the  stairs,  all 
indicate  the  rude  times  in  which  this  castle 
was  erected.  There  were  here  some  large 
venerable  trees.  * 

I  was  afraid  of  a  cjuarrel  between  Dr.  John- 
son and  Mr.  M^AuIay,  who  talked  slightingly 
of  the  lower  English  clergy.  The  Doctor  gave 
him  a  frowning  look,  and  said,  "  This  is  a  day 
of  novelties  :  I  have  seen  old  trees  in  Scotland, 
and  I  have  heard  the  English  clergy  treated 
with  disrespect." 

I  dreaded  that  a  whole  evening  at  Calder 
manse  would  be  heavy ;  however,  Mr.  Grant, 
an  intelligent  and  well-bred  minister  in  the 
neighbournood,  was  there,  and  assisted  us  by 
his  conversation.  Dr.  Johnson,  talking  of 
hereditary  occupations  in  the  Highlands,  said, 
"  There  is  no  harm  in  such  a  custom  as  this ; 
but  it  is  wrong  to  enforce  it,  and  oblige  a 
man  to  be  a  tmlor  or  a  smith,  because  his 
father  has  been  one."  This  custom,  however, 
is  not  peculiar  to  our  Highlands ;  it  is  well 
known  that  in  India  a  similar  practice  pre- 
vails. 

Mr.  M^Aulay  began  a  rhapsody  against  creeds 
and  confessions.  Dr.  Johnson  showed,  that 
**  what  he  called  imposition,  was  only  a  volun- 
tary declaration  of  agreement  in  certain  articles 
of  faith,  which  a  church  has  a  right  to  require, 
just  as  any  other  society  can  insist  on  certain 
rules  being  observed  by  its  members.  Nobody 
is  compelled  to  be  of  the  church,  as  nobody  is 
compelled  to  enter  into  a  society."  This  was 
a  very  clear  and  just  view  of  the  subject ;  but 
M^Aulay  could  not  be  driven  out  of  his  track. 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  **Sir,  you  are  a  bigot  to 
laxneu** 

Mr.  M*Aiday  and  I  laid  the  map  of  Scotland 
before  us ;  and  he  pointed  out  a  route  for  us 
from  Inverness,  by  Fort  Augustus,  to  Glenelg, 
Sky,  Mull,  Icolmkill,  Lorn,  and  Inverary, 
which  I  wrote  down.  As  my  father  was  to 
begin  the  northern  circuit  about  the  18th  of 


<  Mr.  Campbell  or  Cawdi>r  was  elerated  to  the  peerage  in 
1796,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Cawdor.  —  Lockhart. 

>  Cawder  Castle,  here  described,  hat  been  since  much 
damaged  by  fire.  —Walter  Scott. 

3  Johnson  in  his  oim  Journey  says  on  this  subject,  "  The 
most  learned  of  the  Scottish  Doctors  would  now  gladly 
admit  a  form  of  prayer  if  the  people  would  endure  it. 
The  leal  or  rage  of  congregations  has  iu  different  degrees.  | 


September,  it  was  necessary  for  us  either  to 
make  our  totir  with  great  expedition,  so  as  to 
get  to  Auchinleck  before  he  set  out,  or  to  pro- 
tract it,  so  as  not  to  be  there  till  his  return, 
which  would  be  about  the  10th  of  October. 
By  M^AuIay's  calculation,  we  were  not  to  land 
in  Lorn  till  the  20th  of  September.  I  thought 
that  the  interruptions  by  bad  days,  or  by  oc- 
casional excursions,  might  make  it  ten  days 
later  ;  and  I  thought,  too,  that  we  might  per- 
haps go  to  Benbecula,  and  visit  Ganramld, 
which  would  take  a  week  of  itself. 

Dr.  Johnson  went  up  with  Mr.  Grant  to  the 
library,  which  consisted  of  a  tolerable  collec- 
tion ;  but  the  Doctor  thought  it  rather  a  lady*s 
library,  with  some  Latin  books  in  it  by  chance, 
than  the  library  of  a  clergyman.  It  had  only 
two  of  the  Latin  fathers,  and  one  of  the  Greek 
fathers  in  Latin.  I  doubted  whether  Dr.  John- 
son would  be  present  at  a  presby  terian  prayer. 
I  told  Mr.  M'Aulay  so,  and  said  that  the  Doc- 
tor might  sit  in  the  library  while  we  were  at 
family  worship.  Mr.  M*Aulay  sud,  he  would 
omit  it,  rather  than  give  Dr.  Johnson  offence : 
but  I  would  by  no  means  agree  that  an  excess 
of  politeness,  even  to  so  great  a  man,  should 
prevent  what  I  esteem  as  one  of  the  best  pious 
regulations.  I  know  nothing  more  beneficial, 
more  comfortable,  more  agreeable,  than  that 
the  little  societies  of  each  family  should  regu- 
larly assemble,  and  unite  in  praise  and  prayer 
to  our  heavenly  Father,  from  whom  we  daily 
receive  so  much  good,  and  may  hope  for 
more  in  a  higher  state  of  existence.  I  men- 
tioned to  Dr.  Johnson  the  over-delicate  scru- 
pulosity of  our  host.  He  said,  he  had  no 
objection  to  hear  the  prayer.  This  was  a 
pleasing  surprise  to  me ;  for  he  refused  to  ^ 
and  hear  Principal  Robertson  preach.  **  I  will 
hear  him,"  said  he,  "  if  he  wul  get  up  into  a 
tree  and  preach ;  but  I  will  not  give  a  sanction, 
by  my  presence,  to  a  presbytenan  assembly." 

"Mr.  Grant  having  prayed,  Dr.  Johnson 
said,  his  prayer  was  a  very  good  one,  but  ob- 
jected to  nis  not  having  introduced  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  ^  He  told  us,  that  an  Italian  of  some 
note  in  London  said  once  to  him,  "  We  have 
in  our  service  a  prayer  called  the  Pater  Notier, 
which  is  a  very  fine  composition.  I  wonder 
who  is  the  author  of  it."  A  singular  instance 
of  ignorance  in  a  man  of  some  uterature  and 
general  inquiry  I  ^ 


In  some  parishes  the  Lord's  Prayer  is  suflTered :  in  others.  It 
is  still  rejected  as  a  form,  and  he  that  should  make  it  part  of 
his  supplication,  would  be  suspected  of  heretical  pnvity.**>. 
Crokbr. 

4  Mr.  Macpherson  thought  that  this  was  BareCU_but  oT 
the  two  I  should  have  rather  suspected  MartinelH  (mbcI,  April 
15.  1 773) ;  but  it  if  hardly  credible  of  any  om.  -  Ci 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 
1773. 

Fort  George.  —  Sir  Adolphu$  Oughion.  —  Lowth 
and  H^arburton.  —  Dinner  ai  Sir  Egre  Coote*s.  — 
The  Stage.  —  Mr$.  Cibber.  —  Mrs.  Clive.—Mr». 

Pritekard.  —  Invemeu,  —  Macbeth's    Castle 

Mr,     Tkrale's     Brewery.  —    ^  Peregrinitg.'*  — 
Coinage  of  new  Worde.  —  Johnson  on  Horseback. 

—  A  Highland  Hut.  —  Fort  Augustus. —  Governor 
Trapaud  —  Anoch.  —  Emigration.  —  Goldsmith. 

—  A  Ship  a  Jail  —  Glensheal.  —  The  Macraas. 

—  The  Rattakin,  —  Glenelg. 

Saturday y  Aug.  28. — Dr.  Johkson  had  brought 
a  Sallust  wim  him  in  his  pocket  from  Edin- 
burgh. He  gave  it  last  nignt  to  Mr.  M'Aulav's 
son,  a  smart  young  lad  about  eleven  years  old. 
Dr.  Johnson  had  given  an  account  of  the 
education  at  Oxford,  in  all  its  gradations.  The 
adrantage  of  bein^  a  servitor  to  a  youth  of 
litUe  fortune  struck  Mrs.  M^Aulay  much.  I 
obflonred  it  aloud.  Dr.  Johnson  very  hand- 
•omely  and  kindly  said,  that,  if  they  would 
send  their  boy  to  him,  when  he  was  ready  for 
the  university,  he  would  get  him  made  a  servitor, 
and  perhaps  would  do  more  for  him.  He 
could  not  promise  to  do  more ;  but  would  un- 
dertake for  the  servitorship. ' 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  Mr.  White,  a 
Welshman,  who  has  been  many  years  factor 
(t.  e.  steward)  on  the  estate  of  Calder,  drank 
tea  with  us  last  night;  and,  upon  getting  a 
note  from  Mr.  M*Aulay,  asked  us  to  his  house. 
We  had  not  time  to  accept  of  his  invitation. 
He  gave  us  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr. 
Feme,  master  of  stores  at  Fort  George.  He 
showed  it  to  me.  It  recommended  "  two  cele- 
brated gentlemen ;  no  less  than  Dr.  Johnson, 
aidhor  of  hit  Dictionary,  and  Mr.  Bos  well, 
known  at  Edinburgh  by  the  name  of  Paoli.'* 
He  said,  he  hoped  I  haid  no  objection  to  what 
he  had  written  ;  if  I  had,  he  would  alter  it.  I 
thought  it  was  a  pity  to  check  his  effusions, 
and  acquiesced ;  taking  care,  however,  to  seal 
the  letter,  that  it  might  not  appear  that  I  had 
read  it. 

A  conversation  took  place  about  saying  grace 
at  breakfast  (as  we  do  in  Scotland),  as  well  as 
at  dinner  and  supper ;  in  which  Dr.  Johnson 
said,  "  It  is  enough  if  we  have  stated  seasons 
of  prayer ;  no  matter  when.  A  man  may  as 
well  pray  when  he  mounts  his  horse,  or  a 
woman  when  she  milks  her  cow  (which  Mr. 
Grant  told  us  is  done  in  the  Highlands),  as  at 
meab  ;  and  custom  is  to  be  followed.*'^ 


1  Dr.  Johiuon  did  not  neglect  what  he  had  undertaken. 
3j  hU  interett  with  the  Rct.  Dr.  Adarot.  matter  of  Pein- 
%rf»ke  Collefe.  Oxford,  where  be  was  educated  for  some 
time,  be  obtained  a  serTitorthip  for  touok  M'Aulay.  But  it 
•ccnu  be  bad  other  views;  and  I  beliere  went  abroad.— 


s  H«  could  not  bear  to  have  it  thought  that,  in  anjr  in- 


whatever,  the  Scots  were  more  pious  than  the  English. 
I  think  fraca  a*  proper  at  breakfast  as  at  anj  other  meal.  It 
la  tlM»  pleasaatett  meal  we  have.    Dr.  Johnson  has  allowed 


be  peculiar  merit  of  breakfast  in  Scotland.  —  Boswbll. 
*  Bruee,  Uie  Abjuioian  Traveller,  found  in  the  aunali  of 


We  proceeded  to  Fort  George.  When  we 
came  into  the  square,  I  sent  a  soldier  with  the 
letter  to  Mr.  Feme.  He  came  to  us  imme- 
diately, and  along  with  him  Major  Brewse  of 
the  Engineers,  pronounced  Bruce.  He  said 
he  believed  it  was  ori^nally  the  same  Norman 
name  with  Bruce:  that  he  had  dined  at  a 
house  in  London,  where  were  three  Bruces, 
one  of  the  Irish  line,  one  of  the  Scottish  line, 
and  himself  of  the  English  line.  He  said  he 
was  shown  it  in  the  Herald*s  Office,  spelt  four- 
teen different  ways.  ^  I  told  him  the  different 
spellings  of  my  name.  Dr.  Johnson  observed, 
that  there  had  been  great  disputes  about  the 
spelling  of  Shakspeare's  name ;  at  last  it  was 
tnought  it  would  be  settled  by  looking  at  the 
original  copy  of  his  will ;  but,  upon  examining 
it,  he  was  found  to  have  written  it  himself  no 
less  than  three  different  ways.  * 

Mr.  Feme  and  Alajor  Brewse  first  carried 
us  to  wait  on  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  whose  regiment, 
the  37th,  was  lying  here,  and  who  then  com- 
manded the  fort.  He  asked  us  to  dine  with 
him,  which  we  agreed  to  do. 

Before  dinner  we  examined  the  fort.  The 
Major  explained  the  fortification  to  us,  and 
Mr.  Feme  gave  us  an  account  of  the  stores. 
Dr.  Johnson  talked  of  the  proportions  of  char- 
coal and  saltpetre  in  making  gunpowder,  of 
granulating  it,  and  of  giving  it  a  gloss.  He 
made  a  very  good  figure  upon  these  topics. 
He  said  to  me  afterwards,  that  "  he  had  talked 
ostentatiously.*'  We  reposed  ourselves  a  little 
in  Mr.  Feme's  house.  He  had  every  thing  in 
neat  order  as  in  England ;  and  a  tolerable  col- 
lection of  books.  I  looked  into  Pennant's  Tour 
in  Scotland.  He  says  little  of  this  fort ;  but 
that  "  the  barracks,  &c.  formed  several  streets." 
This  is  aggrandising.  Mr.  Feme  observed,  if 
he  had  suid  they  form  a  square,  with  a  row  of 
buildings  before  it,  he  would  have  given  a 
juster  description.  Dr.  Johnson  remarked, 
*'  How  seldom  descriptions  correspond  with 
realities ;  and  the  reason  is,  the  people  do  not 
write  them  till  some  time  afler,  and  then  their 
imagination  hiis  added  circumstances." 

We  talked  of  Sir  Adolphus  Oughton.  The 
Major  said,  he  knew  a  great  deal  for  a  military 
man.  Johnson.  **  Sir,  yow  will  find  few  men, 
of  any  profession,  who  know  more.  Sir  Adol- 
phus is  a  ver;^  extraordinary  man  ;  a  man  of 
boundless  curiosity  and  unwearied  diligence." 

1  know  not  how  the  Major  contrived  to  in- 
troduce the  contest  between  Warburton  and 
Lowth.  Johnson.  "Warburton  kept  his 
temper  all  along,  while  Lowth  was  in  a  passion. 


that  region  a  king  named  Brus.  which  he  chooses  to  con- 
sider  ilie  genuine  orthography  of  the  name.  This  circum- 
stance occasioned  some  mirth  at  the  court  of  Gondar. — 
>\'altkr  Scott. 

*  It  is  now  said  that  this  question  is  settled  by  an 
auto/fraph  In  a  volume  (Horio)  in  the  British  Museum  ;  but 
though  the  trustees  gave  a  large  sum  for  the  book,  and  that 
Sir  H.  Madden  has  written  a  pamphlet  to  prove  the  writing 
genuine,  1  confess  that  it  appears  to  me  very  apocryphal  — 
in  fart,  as  I  suspect,  another  of  the  many  Shakespearian 
forgeries.  —  CaoKH.  1S4& 
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Low  til  publish  <jd  stJine  of  Wurburton's  letters. 
Warburlon  drew  him  on,  to  write  BOni<i  very 
abusive  letters^  anfl  then  asked  his  leave  to 
publish  tiitjiu;  which  he  knew  Luwth  could 
not  rcfu^,  after  what  he  had  done.  So  that 
Warhurton  contrived  that  he  should  publisU, 
nppureiitl}-  with  LovTth's  consent^  what  could 
not  but  Bhovf  Lowth  in  a  disadvantageous 
Hght^ 1 

At  three  the  drum  beat  for  dinner.  I^  for  a 
little  while,  faneled  mjaelf  ii  militiu-y  mim,  and 
k pleaaed  tnc  We  w^nt  to  Sir  Ejre  Coottj's, 
fit  the  governor'*  houa*,  and  found  him  ii  most 
gentlicanandikc  man.  II is  lady  U  a  very  figree- 
able  woman,  with  an  uneom manly  mild  and 
ewcet  tone  of  voice.  There  was  a  pretty  large 
company  i  Mr.  Feme,  Major  Brewse,  and 
several  ofHecri,  Sir  Eyre  liail  come  from  the 
Eaat  Indies  by  landj  through  the  deserta  of 
Arabia.  He  told  ua,  the  Arabs  could  live  five 
days  without  victuaK  a«J  subaiat  for  throe 
weeks  on  nothing  else  but  the  bloml  of  their 
caineb,  who  eould  Iusg  tio  much  of  it  as  would 
Buffiee  for  that  time,  without  being  exhausted. 
He  highlv  praised  the  virtue  of  the  Arabs;  their 
fidelity,  if  they  undertook  to  conduct  any  per* 
son  i  and  sail  they  would  sacrifice  their  lives 
rather  than  let  him  be  robbed.  Dr.  Johnson, 
who  ia  zdwnys  for  maintaining  the  superiority 
of  civilbed  overnncivibfied  men^  said,  'MVhy, 
Sir,  I  L-an  see  no  superior  virtue  in  this,  A 
sertfcant  and  tWLdve  men,  who  are  my  guard, 
will  die  rather  than  that  I  shall  be  robbed." 
Colonel  Penningtoni  of  the  37 th  regiment,  took 
up  the  argument  with  a  good  deal  of  spirit  and 
ingenuity!  Pesnixqton.  ''But  the  soldiers 
are  compelled  to  this,  by  fear  nf  punishment," 
Johnson.  "  Well,  Sir,  the  Arabs  are  com- 
pelled by  the  fear  of  inf:tmy,"  rENWiNGTOS. 
**  The  soldiers  have  the  same  fear  of  infamy, 
and  the  fear  of  puuishment  besides ;  bo  have 
less  virtue ;  because  they  act  leas  voluntarily." 
Lady  Ckjote  observed  very  well,  that  it  ought 
to  be  known  if  there  was  not,  among  the  Arabs, 
Borae  punishment  for  n^^t  being  faithful  on 
guch  ocasions. 

We  tallced  of  the  stage.  I  observed,  that 
we  had  not  now  ?uch  a  company  of  actors  as 
in  the  last  age :  Wilks,  Booth,  &c.  &c,  Joaw- 
aojf.  '^  You  think  so,  because  there  is  one  who 
excels  all  the  rest  so  much  ;  you  eompare  them 
with  Garrick,  and  see  the  deficiency.  Garrick'& 
great  distinction  is  hi^  univerHatlty.  He  can 
represent  all  modes  of  life,  but  that  of  an  ejisy 
fine-bred  geutlemnnr^  Peswihgtow.  "He 
fthould  give  over  playing  young  partj."  Jonw- 
so?c,    **  He  doea  not  take  them  now ;  but  he 


I  Here  Dr.  J^thnson  ffuve  ui  p,trt  of  a  cnnvtrfAtifin  h^-l& 
b¥lwci>n  a  gt^at  pt-ftdfiagr  sad  him,  hi  Ihv  libriiry  uE  Eli«i 
gai^n't  fi4liiE-T,  In  I  be  CDUtvO  of  »b1ch  iWi  crtiiittrtt  WM  Can- 
■  tdcrrd.  I  hsre  tipipn  a.t  freat  palm  to  fsel  tbat  coiiTi^na'UfJn 
tti  p#rr«<tlr  pPcsrrvtiJ  ii  poiilbla.  It  inijf  p*^rlt«pi  hi  innno 
future  iiwip  bvejiv^n  to  tlic  public.  •»  Ro» well.     ttUgiireti 

>  GutIcL.otii  the  iHh^r  hand,  lli«d  to  toll  ibac  Jcihn^in 
Wai  m/  Ig^iKurnUt  r>(  what  ttitf  iiianDeri  nf  H  Rae  jf\'nt\emAn 
weri!,  tbal  bi!  uld  M  •u^nv  lUoUi-r  at  LkhHoia,  tbitt  tbcre 


does  not  leave  off  those  wijich  he  has  been  u^ed 
to  play,  becauBC  be  does  them  better  than  any 
one  else  can  do  them.  If  you  had  gene-rationi 
of  actoTSt  if  they  swrnroed  like  bee«,  the  younff 
ones  might  drive  off  the  old,  Mra.  Cibber»  I 
think,  Eot  more  reputation  than  iihe  deperred, 
as  she  had  a  great  sameness ;  though  her  ex* 
preBHion  was,  undoubtedly,  very  fine.  Mrs, 
Clive  waa  the  best  player  I  ever  saw.  Mrs, 
Pritehard  was  a  very  good  one ;  but  she  had 
something  affected  in  her  manner :  I  imagine 
she  had  some  player  of  the  termer  age  In  her 
eye,  which  ocea^^ioned  it." 

Colonel  Pennington  said,  Garrlck  sometimes 
failed  In  emphasis ;  as,  for  instnnce,  in  Hamlet^ 

'•  I  will  speak  daffifttr  to  her ;  hut  me  nont^^ 
instead  of 

"  I  will  tptaA  daggers  to  her;  but  it«i^  none." 

We  had  a  dinner  of  two  complete  course 
variety  of  wines,  and  the  regimental  band  of 
music  playing  in  the  square^ before  the  windowi, 
after  it  I  enjoyed  tliis  day  muck  We  were 
quite  easy  and  cheerful.  Dr.  Johnaon  said,  "I 
^hail  always  remember  thifl  ibrt  with  grail* 
tnde,"  I  could  not  help  being  struck  with 
some  admiration,  at  finding  upon  thb  barren 
sandy  [>oint  such  buildings,  such  a  diuncr,  such 
company:  It  was  like  enchantment  Dr.  John- 
son ^  on  the  other  hand,  said  to  me  more  ra^ 
tionally,  that  "  it  did  not  strike  kirn  as  any 
thing  extraordinary  ;  because  he  knew,  here 
was  a  lar^e  sum  of  money  expended  in  build ins^ 
a  fort;  ucre  was  a  regiment.  If  there  bad 
been  lesa  than  what  we  found,  it.  would  have 
surprise<l  him."  He  looked  coolly  and  deli- 
berately thtfongh  all  the  gradations  :  my  worra 
imagination  jtimped  from  the  barren  sands  to 
the  splendid  dinner  and  brilliant  company  ;  to 
borrow  the  expression  of  an  absurd  poet, 
'*  "^'ithout  ands  or  ifs, 

T  l^pt  from  olTtlie  Miiids  upon  the  cliflTs-" 

The  whole  scene  gave  me  a  strong  impreMion 
of  the  power  and  excellence  of  humiui  art. 

We  left  the  fort  between  six  and  seven 
o'clock  ;  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  Colonel  Pennitigton, 
and  several  more,  accicmipanied  us  down  slair?, 
and  saw  us  into  our  chaise.  There  could  not 
be  greater  attention  paid  to  any  visitorsir  Sir 
Eyre  spoke  of  the  hiurdflhips  which  Dr.  Johnwn 
had  before  hin».  Boswbll,  "  Considering 
what  he  has  said  of  us,  we  must  make  him  feel 
something  rough  in  Scotland  "  Sir  Eyre  said 
to  him,  "  You  must  chance  your  name,  Sir.** 


Bos  WELL,     *'At,  to  Dr.  M*Gregor."» 

We  got  safely  to  InveniesB,  and  put  up  at 
Macketusie's  inn.    Mr.  Keith,  the  collector  of 


WJit  n  ctmrHy  rivoHt^  nbmit  h^tn  \  "  uhriMii  In  f*cJ.*'  tildrd 
Garrlpli,  "hv  h'>i  tbt  iiio«t  vulijar  rulSu]  tbat  rrtT  trod  th« 
tjo^rdn."  —  (/FOJ/,  I2ili  M«rch.  Wi^),  No  doirM  ihe  tuoit 
iJlitScult,  tbi^u^li.  pi?rtiAp»,  13 at  thf  lilfrbfft.  branch  at  tbe 
Bctofi  Art,  ii  to  citfh  itie  \\^M  colours  and  formior  f-iitaioa- 
Ahl«  lifi<;  but  If  Carrick,  wtw  li^c^  lo  tnucb  lr>  the  higbcrt 
foclfir,  hjui  not  tliU  qualtrjr*  »bfti  actor  coyiii  *tec  b<jpa  t« 

fiOUf'lif  It  ?^  CidKtft. 

3  Thit  cUd  And  tume  WGregar  hml  bern  pnMciilied.  ^ 
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excise  here,  my  old  acquaintance  at  Ayr,  who 
had  seen  us  at  the  fort,  visited  us  in  the  evening, 
and  engaged  us  to  dine  with  him  next  day, 
promising  to  breakfast  with  us,  and  take  us  to 
the  English  chapel ;  so  that  we  were  at  once 
commouiously  arranged. 

Not  finding  a  letter  here  that  I  expected,  I 
felt  a  momentary  impatience  to  be  at  home. 
Transient  clouds  darkened  my  imagination, 
and  in  those  clouds  1  saw  events  from  which  I 
shrunk :  but  a  sentence  or  two  of  the  Ram- 
bler*s  conversation  gave  me  firmness,  and  I 
considereil  that  I  was  upon  an  expedition  for 
which  I  had  wished  for  years,  and  the  recol- 
lection of  which  would  be  a  treasure  to  me  for 
life. 

Sunday,  Aug.  29.— ^1t.  Keith  breakfasted 
with  us.  Dr.  Johnson  expatiated  rather  too 
stronglT  upon  the  benefits  uerivcd  to  Scotland 
from  the  Union,  and  the  bad  state  of  our 
people  before  it.  I  am  entertained  with  his 
copious  exaggeration  upon  that  subject ;  but 
I  am  uneasy  when  people  are  by,  who  do  not 
know  him  as  well  as  I  do,  and  may  be  apt  to 
think  him  narrow-minded.'  I  therefore  diverted 
the  subject. 

The  English  chapel,  to  which  we  went  this 
morning,  was  but  mean.  The  altar  was  a  bare 
fir  table,  with  a  coarse  stool  for  kneeling  on, 
covered  with  a  piece  of  thick  sailcloth  doubled, 
by  way  of  cushion.  The  congregation  was 
small.  Mr.  Tait,  the  clergyman,  read  prayers 
very  well,  though  with  much  of  the  Scotch 
accent.  He  preached  on  "  Love  your  enemies.'* 
It  was  remarkable  that,  when  talking  of  the 
connections  amongst  men,  he  said,  that  some 
connected  themselves  with  men  of  distinguished 
talents ;  and  since  they  couhl  not  equal  them, 
trietl  to  deck  themselves  with  their  merit,  by 
Wing  their  companions.  The  sentence  was  to 
this  purpose.  It  had  an  odd  coincidence  with 
what  might  be  said  of  my  connecting  myself 
with  Dr.  Johnson. 

After  church,  we  walked  down  to  the  quay. 
We  then  went  to  Macbeth's  castle  ? "  I  had  a 
romantic  satisfaction  in  seeing  Dr.  Johnson 
actually  in  it.  It  perfectly  corresj^onds  with 
Shakspcarc's  description,  which  Sir  Joshua 
lieynolds  has  so  happily  illustrated,  iu  one  of 
bifl'notes  on  our  immortal  poet :  — 

•*  This  castle  hath  a  plcasuint  scat :  the  air 
Nimbly  and  sweetly  recommends  itself 
Unto  our  gentle  sense,"  &c. 

Ju5t  as  we  came  out  of  it,  a  raven  perched  on 
one  of  the  chimney-tops,  and  croaked.  Then 
I  repeated 


The  raven  himself  is  hoarse. 


That  croaks  the  fatal  entrance  of  Duncan 
Under  my  battlements." 

We  dined  at  Mr.  Keith*8.  Mrs.  Keith  was 
rather  too  attentive  to  Dr.  Johnson,  asking  him 
many  questions  about  his  drinking  only  water. 
He  repressed  that  observation,  by  saying  to 
me,  "  lou  may  remember  that  Lady  Enrol 
took  no  notice  of  this."  ' 

Dr.  Johnson  has  the  happy  art  (for  which  I 
have  heanl  my  father  praise  the  old  Earl  of 
Aberdeen)  *  of  instructing  himself,  by  making 
every  man  he  meets  tell  him  something  of  what 
he  knows  best.  He  led  Keith  to  talk  to  him 
of  the  excise  in  Scotland ;  and,  in  the  course 
of  conversation,  mentioned  that  his  friend  Mr. 
Thrale,  the  great  brewer,  paid  twenty  thousand 
pounds  a  year  to  the  revenue  ;  and  that  he  had 
four  casks,  each  of  which  holds  sixteen  hundred 
barrels  —  above  a  thousand  hogsheads. 

After  this  there  was  little  conversation  that 
deserves  to  be  remembered.  I  shall,  therefore, 
here  again  glean  what  I  have  omitted  on  for- 
mer days.  Dr.  Gerard,  at  Aberdeen,  told  us, 
that  when  he  was  in  Wales,  he  was  shown  a 
valley  inhabited  by  Danes,  who  still  retain 
their  own  language,  and  arc  c^uite  a  distinct 
people.  Dr.  Johnson  thought  it  could  not  be 
true,  or  all  the  kingdom  must  have  heard  of  it. 
He  said  to  me,  as  we  travelled,  ^^  These  people, 
Sir,  that  Gerard  talks  of,  may  have  somewhat 
of  a  peregrimty  in  their  dialect,  which  relation 
hiis  augmented  to  a  different  language."  I 
asked  him  if  peregHnity  was  an  English  word. 
He  laughed,  and  said,  "  No."  I  told  him  this 
was  the  second  time  that  I  had  heard  him  coin 
a  word.  When  Foote  broke  his  leg,  I  observed 
tliat  it  would  make  him  fitter  for  taking  off 
George  Faulkner  as  Peter  Paragrajih,  poor 
George  having  a  wooden  leg.  Dr.  Johnson  at 
that  time  said,  "  (Jeorge  will  rejoice  at  the  de^ 
peditation  of  Foote ; "  and  when  I  challenged 
that  word,  laughed,  and  owned  he  had  made  it, 
and  add(?<l  that  he  had  not  made  above  three 
or  four  in  his  Dictionary.* 

Having  conducted  Dr.  Johnson  to  our  inn. 
I  begged  permission  to  leave  him  for  a  little, 
that  I  might  run  about  and  pay  some  short 
visits  to  several  good  people  of  Inverness.  He 
said  to  me,  "  You  have  all  the  old-fashioned 
principles,  good  and  bad."  I  acknowledge  I 
have.  That  of  attention  to  relations  in  the 
remotest  degree,  or  to  worthy  pcr8(ms  in  every 
state,  whom  1  have  once  known,  1  inherit  from 
my  father.  It  gave  me  much  satisfaction  to 
hear  every  body  at  Inverness  s\Hifik  of  him 


1  It  U  reinvkable  that  Dr.  Johnson  read  thia  irrntle  re- 
tammtnaee,  and  took  no  notice  of  it  to  me Boiwell. 


rll  means  the  rulni  of  the  royal  Tortreii.  which 
t  nnoe  bftn  lerelltfd  into  a  bowling-green.  It  ha*  recentlr 
aihown(Trttns.  Ant.  Soc.  Scot.  vol.  lii.),  that  if  Macbeth 
aea«tle  in  thia  npiKhbourhood  at  all.  it  mutt  hare  been 
k  Uttte  diitance  from  tbe«e  ruin* —  Chambers,  183A. 

was  not  Dr.  Johnson's  rebuke  to  the  Lady  at  least 
'  iB  good  breeding  ?  _  Cbokei. 


*  William  Gordon,  second  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  who  died  in 
174&  —  Crokbr. 

*  When  upon  the  subject  of  this  prrrrrimity  he  told  me 
some  particulars  concerniDg  the  compilation  of  his  Dirtlnn- 
ary,  ami  concerning  his  throwing  off  Lord  Ch«>ster field's 
patronage,  of  which  vi>ry  erroneous  accnunti  hare  been  cir- 
culated. These  particulars,  with  others  that  he  ailerwards 
g.iTe  me,  as  also  nis  celebrated  letter  to  Lord  Chesierfleld, 
which  he  dictated  to  me,  I  reserve  for  the  Life.  —  Boihell. 
See  them  all,  anti,  p.  84.  et  ifq.  —  C. 
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vr'ith  uncommon  regard.  Mr.  Keith  and  Mr. 
Grant,  whom  we  had  seen  at  Mr.  M*Aulay*8, 
supped  with  us  at  the  inn.  Wc  had  roasted 
kid,  which  Dr.  Johnson  had  never  tasted  be- 
fore.    He  relished  it  much. 

Monday^  Aug.  30.  —  Tliis  day  we  were  to 
begin  our  equitatiorL,  as  I  sud ;  for  /  would 
needs  make  a  word  too.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
my  noble,  and  to  me  most  constant,  friend,  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke  '  (who,  if  there  is  too  much 
ease  on  my  part,  will  please  to  pardon  what  his 
benevolent,  jray,  social  intercourse,  and  lively 
correspondence,  have  insensibly  produced),  has 
since  hit  upon  the  very  same  word.  The  title 
of  the  tirst  e<lition  of  his  lordship's  very  useful 
b<K)k  was,  in  simple  terms,  *'A  Metlir>d  of 
Breaking]:  Horses  and  Teaching;  Soldiers  to 
ride."  The  title  of  the  second  edition  is  "Mili- 
tary Equitation.'* 

We  might  have  taken  a  chaise  to  Fort  Au- 
gustus ;  but,  had  we  not  hired  horses  at  Inver- 
ness, we  should  nothave found  them  afterwards: 
so  we  resolved  to  begin  here  to  ride.  We  had 
three  horses,  for  Dr.  Johnson,  myself,  and 
Joseph,  and  one  which  carried  our  portman- 
teaus, and  two  Highlanders  who  walked  along 
with  us,  John  Hay  and  Lauchland  Vass,  whom 
Dr.  Johnson  has  remembered  with  credit  in  his 
Journey,  though  he  has  omitted  their  names. 
Dr.  Johnson  rode  very  well. 

Aljout  three  miles  beyond  Inverness,  we  saw, 
just  b^  the  roa<l,  a  very  complete  specimen  of 
what  IS  called  a  Druid's  temi>le.  There  was  a 
double  circle,  one  of  very  large,  the  other  of 
smaller  stones.  Dr.  Johnson  justly  observe<l, 
that,  "  to^o  and  see  one  druidical  temple  is  only 
to  see  that  it  is  nothing,  for  there  is  neither  art 


uorpowerin  it*;  and  seeing  one  is  miite  enough.' 
It  was  a  delightful  day.  Loch  Aess,  and  the 
road  uj>on  the  side  of  it,  shaded  with  birch 
trees,  and  the  hills  above  it,  pleased  us  mucii. 
The  scene  was  as  sequestered  and  agreeably 
wild  as  could  be  desired,  and  for  a  time  en- 
grossed all  our  attention. 

To  see  Dr.  Johnson  in  any  new  situation  is 
always  an  interesting  object  to  mc ;  and,  as  I 
saw  nitn  now  for  the  first  time  en  horseback, 
jaunting  about  at  his  ease  in  quest  of  ])Ieasure 
and  novelty,  the  very  different  occupations  of 
his  former  laborious  lift*,  his  admirable  pro- 
ductions, his  "  London,"  his  **  Rambler,'  &c. 
&c.,  innnediately  presented  themselves  to  my 
mind,  and  the  contrast  made  a  strong  impression 
on  my  imagination. 

When  we  had  advanced  a  good  way  by  the 
side  of  Loch  Xess,  I  perceived  a  little  hut, 
with  an  old-looking  woman  at  the  door  of  it. 
I  thought  here  might  be  a  scene  that  would 
amuse  Dr.  Johnson  ;  so  I  mentioned  it  to  him. 
"  Let's  go  in,"  said  he.  We  dismounted,  and 
we  and  «)ur  guides  entered  the  hut.  It  was  a 
wretched  little  hovel  of  earth  only,  1  think, 


and  for  a  window  had  only  a  small  hole,  ulaA 
was  stopped  with  a  piece  of  turf,  that  wit 
taken  out  occasionally  to  let  in  light.  In  the 
middle  of  the  room  or  space  which  we  entered 
was  a  fire  of  peat,  the  smoke  goixig  oat  at  i 
hole  in  the  roof.  She  had  a  pot  upon  it,  with 
goat's  flesh,  boiling.  There  was  at  one  end 
under  the  same  roof,  but  divided  bj  a  kind  at 
partition  uiade  of  wattles,  a  pen  or  fold  in 
which  we  saw  a  good  many  kids. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  curious  to  know  where  she 
slept.  I  asked  one  of  the  guides,  who  qua- 
tioned  her  in  Erse.  She  answered  with  a  tone 
of  emotion,  saying  (as  he  told  us),  shewn 
afraid  we  wanted  to  go  to  bed  to  her.  Thii 
coquetry,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called,  of  lo 
wretched  a  being,  was  truly  ludicrous.  Dr. 
Johnson  and  I  afterwards  were  merry  upon  it 
I  said,  it  was  he  who  alarmed  the  poor  womsn*i 
virtue.  "  No,  Sir,"  said  he,  "she'll  say,  *  There 
came  a  wicke<l  young  fellow,  a  wild  <^,  wImh 
I  believe,  would  have  ravished  me,  had  there 
not  been  with  him  a  grave  old  gentleman,  who 
repressed  him :  but  when  he  gets  out  oif  the 
sight  of  his  tutor,  FU  warrant  you  he*U  spare 
no  woman  he  meets,  young  or  old.* "  —  "No, 
Sir,"  I  replied,  "  she'll  say,  *  There  was  a  terri- 
ble ruffian  who  would  have  forced  me,  had  it 
not  been  for  a  civil  decent  young  man,  who,  I 
take  it,  was  an  angel  sent  from  heaven  to  pro- 
tect me.' " 

Dr.  Johnson  would  not  hurt  her  delicacy, 
by  insisting  on  "  seeing  her  l)ed-chambcr,'*  like 
Anther  in  the  Beaux  Stratagem.  But  my 
curiosity  was  more  ardent ;  I  lighted  a  jMece 
of  paper,  and  went  into  the  place  where  the 
becl  was.  There  was  a  little  partition  of  wicker, 
rather  more  neatly  done  than  that  for  the  fold, 
and  close  by  the  wall  was  a  kind  of  bedstead 
of  wood,  with  heath  upon  it  by  way  of  bed ;  at 
the  foot  of  which  I  saw  some  sort  of  blankets 
or  coverin^rolled  up  in  a  heap.  The  woman's 
name  was  Fraser ;  so  was  her  husband's.  He 
was  a  man  of  eighty  Mr.  Eraser,  of  Balnun, 
allows  him  to  live  in  this  hut,  and  keep  sixty 
goats,  for  taking  care  of  his  woods,  where  he 
then  was.  They  had  five  children,  the  eldest 
only  thirtxMjn.  Two  were  gone  to  Inverness  to 
buy  meal ;  the  rest  were  looking  al\cr  the  goats. 
1'liis  contented  fmiilly  had  four  stacks  of  barley, 
twenty-four  sheaves  in  each.  ITiey  had  a  few 
fowls.  We  were  infonned  that  they  lived  all 
the  spring  without  meal,  upon  milk  and  curds 
and  whey  alone.  What  thev  get  for  their  goats, 
kids,  and  fowls,  maintmns  tliem  during  the  rest 
of  the  year. 

She  asked  us  to  sit  down  and  take  a  dram. 
I  saw  one  chair.  She  said  she  was  as  hapiiy 
as  any  woman  in  Scotland.  She  could  haraly 
speak  any  English  except  a  few  detached 
words.  l)r.  Johnson  was  pleased  at  seeing, 
for  the  first  time,  such  a  state  of  human  life. 


>  Hfnry,  tt-nth  F.arl,  born  1735,  died  I-M.  —  Crokf.r 
'  'I'hia  necmii  linntily  said,  mid   probably  with   rofr 
to  thcM  vi>ry  puur  Scuttisli  itpeclmcns ;  but  Jolintou  had  not  ,  Crukek 


.  .  yrt  seen  Stonehrngp  —  to  erect  which  thwe  nuBt  rarely  Iibt* 

s  ThU  ■ecmR  linktily  said,  and  probably  with  rprrrenre  '■  been  »oinc  ar/ and  Tast|NW^.  (ikw ^oK, October  9.  l<tl.>.- 
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She  asked  for  snuff.  It  is  her  luxury,  and  she 
uses  a  great  deal.  We  had  none ;  but  gave  her 
sixpence  apiece.  She  then  brought  out  bcr 
whisky  bottle.  I  tasted  it ;  as  did  Joseph  and 
our  guides :  so  I  gave  her  sixpence  more.  She 
sent  as  away  with  many  prayers  in  Erse. 

We  dined  at  a  pubhc  house  called  the 
OeneraTs  Hut ',  from  General  Wade,  who  was 
lodged  there  when  he  commanded  in  the  north. 
Near  it  is  the  nicunest  parish  kirk  I  ever  saw. 
It  is  a  shame  it  »hou}u  be  on  a  high  road.^ 
After  dinner  we  passed  through  a  good  deal  of 
mountainous  country.  I  had  known  ]VIr.  Tra- 
paud»  the  deputy-governor  of  Fort- Augustus, 
twelve  years  ago,  at  a  circuit  at  Inverness, 
where  my  father  was  judge.  I  sent  forward 
one  of  our  guides,  and  Joseph,  with  a  card  to 
him,  thaff  he  might  know  Dr.  Johnson  and  I 
were  coming  up,  leaving  it  to  him  to  invite  us 
OT  not.  It  was  dark  when  we  arrived.  The 
inn  was  wretched.  Government  ought  to  build 
one,  or  give  the  resident  governor  an  additional 
salary;  as  in  the  present  state  of  things,  he 
must  necessarily  be  put  to  a  great  expense  in 
entertaining  travellers.  Joseph  announced  to 
us,  when  we  alighted,  that  the  governor  waited 
for  us  at  the  gate  of  the  fort.  We  walked  to 
it.  He  met  us,  and  with  much  civility  con- 
ducted us  to  his  house.  It  was  comfortable  to 
find  ourselves  in  a  well-built  little  square,  and 
a  neatly  furnisheti  house,  in  good  company,  and 
with  a  good  supper  before  us ;  in  short,  with 
all  the  conrenicncies  of  civilised  life,  in  the 
midst  of  rude  mountains.  Mrs.  Trapaud,  and 
the  governors  daughter,  and  her  husband, 
Capt.  Newmarsh,  were  all  most  obliging  and 
polite.  The  governor  had  excellent  animal 
spirits,  the  conversation  of  a  soldier,  and  some- 
what of  a  Frenchman,  to  which  his  extraction 
entitles  him.  He  is  brother  to  General  Cyrus 
Trapaud.  We  passed  a  very  agreeable  evenmg. 

Tuesday^  Aug.  31.  —  The  governor  has  a 
rery  good  garden.  We  looked  at  it,  and  at 
the  rest  of  the  fort,  which  is  but  sm;ill,  and 
may  be  commanded  from  a  variety  of  hills 
around.  We  also  looked  at  the  galley  or  sloop 
bdonging  to  the  fort,  which  sails  upon  the 
Loch,  and  brings  what  is  wanted  for  the  garri- 
son. Captains  Urie  and  Darippe,  of  the  15th 
refriment  of  foot,  breakfasted  with  us.  They 
had  served  in  America,  and  entertained  Dr. 
John.s<>n  much  with  an  account  of  the  Indians. 
He  said  he  could  make  a  very  pretty  book  out 
of  them,  were  he  to  stay  there.  Governor 
Trapaud  was  much  struck  with  Dr.  Johnson. 
••  1  like  to  hear  him,"  said  he,  "  it  is  so  majestic. 


U  !•  very  mid,  that  when  thcftc  ronds  were  made,  there 

DO  cam  taken  for  Imu.     The  King's  House,  and  the 

's  Ilml.   are  miserable  nUrei ;  but  the  prujcct  and 

■  vcre  iMjrelj  military —  Waltir  Scorr. 

Boaweil's  thame  leema  to  have  been  not  for  the  mean- 

oT  the  kirk,  but  that  it  should  have  been   unluckily 

'  In  to  puibir  a  aitiMtirin.  —  (Broker. 

A  M'Quem   U  a   Ilijthland  mode  of  expreiiftion.      An 

an  woulil  say  on^  M' Queen.     But  when-  there  are 

or  tribes  of  men,  di»tinguished  by  patrnnyniic  iur> 

I,  IJm  Individuals  of  each  are  considered  m  If'thcy  were 


I  should  be  glad  to  hear  him  speak  in  your 
court."  He  pressed  us  to  stay  dinner  ;  but  I 
considered  that  we  had  a  rude  road  before  us, 
which  we  could  more  easily  encounter  in  the 
morning,  and  that  it  was  hard  to  say  when  we 
might  get  up,  were  we  to  sit  down  to  good 
entertainment,  in  good  company  :  I  therefore 
begged  the  governor  would  excuse  us.  Here, 
too,  I  had  another  very  pleasing  proof  how 
much  my  father  is  regarded.  The  governor 
expressed  the  highest  respect  for  him,  and 
bade  me  tell  him  that,  if  he  would  come  that 
way  on  the  northern  circuit,  he  would  do  him 
all  the  honours  of  the  garrison. 

Between  twelve  and  one  we  set  out,  and 
travelled  eleven  miles,  through  a  wild  country, 
till  we  came  to  a  house  in  Glenmorison,  called 
Anoch,  kept  by  a  M'Queen.*  Our  landlord 
was  a  sensible  fellow  :  he  had  learnt  his  gram- 
mar, and  Dr.  Johnson  justly  observed,  that  "  a 
man  is  the  better  for  that  as  long  as  he  lives." 
There  were  some  books  here :  a  Treatise  against 
Drunkenness,  translated  from  the  French ;  a 
volume  of  the  Spectator;  a  volume  of 
Prideaux's  Connexion,  and  Cyrus's  Travels. 
M'Queen  said  he  had  more  volumes ;  and  his 
pride  seemed  to  be  much  piqued  that  we  were 
surprised  at  his  having  books. 

Isear  to  this  place  we  had  passed  a  party  of 
soldiers,  under  a  sergeant's  command,  at  work 
upon  the  road.  We  gave  them  two  shillings 
to  drink.  They  came  to  our  inn,  and  made 
merry  in  the  barn.  We  went  and  paid  them 
a  visit.  Dr.  Johnson  saying,  "  Come,  let's  go 
and  give  'em  another  shilling  a  piece."  Ave 
did  so ;  and  he  was  saluted  "  My  lord  "  by  all 
of  them.  He  is  really  generous,  loves  in- 
fluence, and  has  the  way  of  gaining  it.  He 
said,  "  I  am  quite  feudal.  Sir.'  Here  I  agree 
with  him.  I  said,  I  regretted  I  was  not  the 
head  of  a  clan  :  however,  though  not  possessed 
of  such  an  hereditary  advantage,  I  would 
always  endeavour  to  make  my  tenants  follow 
me.  I  could  not  be  a  patriarchal  chief,  but  I 
would  be  a  feudal  chief. 

The  poor  soldiers  got  too  much  liquor. 
Some  of  them  fought,  and  left  blood  upon  the 
8[>ot,  and  cursed  whisky  next  morning.  The 
house  here  was  built  of  thick  turfs,  and  thatched 
with  thinner  turfs  and  heath.  It  had  three 
rooms  in  length,  and  a  little  room  which  pro- 
jected. Where  we  sat,  the  .*jide-walls  were 
wainscoterl,  as  Dr.  Johnson  said,  with  wicker, 
very  neatly  j)laited.  Our  landlord  had  made 
the  whole  with  his  own  hands. 

After  dinner,  M*Queen   sat  by  us  a  while, 


of  difTerent  specien.  at  least  as  miirh  as  nations  are  distin- 
guished ;  so  that  a  M'Quecn.  a  M'DonaUi,  a  M'Lean.  is  said, 
AS  we  say  a  Frenchman,  an  Italian,  a  Spaniard —  Bovwell. 
1  believe  Boswell  is  mistaken.  The  Knf(iish  and  S40iiish 
idiom  are,  I  think,  the  same  in  this  respect.  An  Englishman 
would  say,  in  »uch  a  rase,  a  "Johnson  **  «r  a  "  Jai-kson,**  » ith 
reffrence  to  families,  as  "  siirh  a  one  raarrii>d  a  Johnson  ;" 
but  wltli  refert-nre  to  an  individual,  I  uresume  the  8ci>tch 
would  say,  like  the  Enelirh,  that  "one  Macquecn  was  hurt  la 
the  riot."  —  Cmokeb.  184C. 
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and  tiilkcd  with  us.  Ih*  s■a\d^  all  the  Lftird  of 
(jJetmionsnti's  pi^oplo  would  bU-eJ  for  him,  if 
ihvy  were  well  u«*cil ;  but  that  ^eveiUy  lut'ti 
hatl  gone  out  of  the  glen  lo  America.  That 
he  himself  iiileock'd  to  go  next  year  ;  for  thfit 
the  reht  of  his  fufm,  which  twenty  years  «<:jo 
wa«  only  five  (wmiids,  was  now  raised  to  twenty 
rK>uiids.  Tilut  he  could  jwiy  ten  pounds,  und 
live^  but  no  more.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  he 
wislied  M'Queen  laird  of  Cilcnmorisotv  and 
the  Ittird  to  go  to  America.  M'Queen  very 
generously  iinswen^d,  he  shoidd  be  sorry  for  it, 
for  the  bird  could  not  siiitlt  for  hinuclf  in 
Anieritrii  iw  he  could  ilo. 

f  liilketl  of  the  ollicers  whom  we  had  left 
to-day  ;  how  much  service  they  hnd  seen,  and 
Uow  little  they  jrot  ft>r  it,  even  of  fame.  John* 
*os,  "  Sir,  u  soldier  gets  as  Utile  as  any  man  can 
get/'  BoswELL.  "  Goldsmith  has  acquired 
more  fiuue  than  all  the  officers  of  the  last  war, 
who  were  not  generals."  Johnson.  *'  AVhy, 
Sir»  you  will  find  ten  thousjind  fit  lo  do  what 
they  did,  before  you  find  one  who  does  what 
Giddsniitli  hoR  done  You  muiit  consider,  that 
a  thiBj*  in  valued  according  to  its  rarity.  A 
pebble  lluit  paves  the  street  is  in  itself  more 
useful  than  tne  dtnuiond  up>n  91  ImlyV  fiiij^er," 
I  wish  our  friend  Goldsmith  liad  heard  this. 

I  yesterday  expressed  my  wonder  that  John 
Hay,  one  of  our  guides,  who  had  been  prewod 
aboard  a  ruan  of  war,  did  not  choose  to  con- 
tinue In  it  loiifjev  than  nine  months,  after  which 
time  he  got  ML  Jomfsois.  **  \Vhy,  Sir,  no  man 
will  be  a  sitllor  who  htis  contrivance  enough  to 
jfpt  himself  into  n  jail ;  for  being  in  a  shii^  is 
beioj*  in  a  jail  with  the  chance  of  being 
dhtwnod." 

We  hnd  tea  in  the  aft^jmoon,  and  our  huid- 
lord's  diiughtor,  a  modest,  civil  girl,  very  neatly 
drrsHcd,  Tiiuile  it  for  us.  She  told  us  she  hod 
been  a  yew  at  Inverness,  and  learnt  reading 
and  writing,  sewing,  knotting,  working  lace, 
and  p!i(*lrv%  Dr.  Juhnson  made  her  a  present 
of  A  bocik  which  he  had  bought  at  luvemess,' 

Thi*  room  had  some  deals  laid  across  the 
ioiat*^  us  a  kind  of  ceiling.  There  were  two 
oeds  in  the  room,  and  a  woman's  gown  was 
hung  on  a  ropt*  to  make  a  curtain  of  separation 
between  thera*  JoMcph  had  sheets,  which  my 
wife  had  sent  with  ns,  laid  on  thcni.  We  had 
mutdi  hesitation,  whether  to  undress,  or  lie 
down  with  our  clothes  on.  I  said  at  last^  "  I'll 
plunge  in!  There  will  Ite  less  harbour  for 
vormin  about  mu  when  I  am  stripped.'*     Dr, 


I  Thl»  hnnk  hM  Rifr^n  rl«*  lo  much  iini^ulrT.  vbicb  hAs 


Johnson  said,  he  vri\»  like  one  liesitattng 
whether  to  go  into  the  cold  batli.  At  last  he 
resolved  too.  I  obscrvcMl  he  might  serve  a 
campaign.  Johnson.  ^^  I  could  do  all  that 
can  be  done  by  patience:  whether  I  ^houli! 
have  strength  enough,  I  know  not"  Ife  was 
in  excellent  humour.  To  see  the  JiamMer  a* 
I  saw  him  to-nighti,  wob  really  an  amu»ifTncnt. 
I  yesterday  told  him,  1  was  thinking  of  wrilltig 
a  poetical  letter  to  him,  on  his  return  from 
Scotland,  in  the  style  of  SwilVe  huuioroui« 
epistle  in  the  char^icter  of  Mary  Gulliver  to 
her  husband,  Cttj)taiu  Lemuel  Gulliver,  on  his 
return  Xg  England  I'roui  tiie  country  of  ilkc 
IlouyhnhnuiB :  — 

*'  At  early  morn  I  to  the  market  biwte. 
Studious  ia  cVry  thing  tu  plcnte  thy  |p>«tc> 
A  curious /iiio/  nnd  xparaqrai*  T  choi<$e  ; 
(  For  1  reineinber  you  were  fond  of  lhi>*e:) 
Three  "thilUngs co^  the  6rst,  the  last  i.L'vcti  groat*; 
Sulico  you  turn  Aoin  botli,  and  call  fut  (lArfc." 

He  laughed,  and  aaked  in  whose  name  I  would 
write  It.  I  said  in  Sirs,  Thrale's.  He  was 
angry.  "  Sir,  if  you  have  any  sense  cjf  de- 
cency or  delicacy,  you  won't  do  that.**  Boa* 
WELL.  "  Then  let  it  be  in  Cole'*,  the  landlord 
of  the  Mitre  tavern,  where  we  have  so  often 
sat  together,"    JoHi^sosr.  '*Ay«  that  may  do.** 

After  we  had  offered  up  our  priTat-e  do- 
Totions,  and  hatl  chatted  a  little  from  our  licdn, 
Dr,  Johnson  said,  **  God  blcsis  us  bt>th,  for 
Jesufl  Christ's  sake!  Good  night."  I  pro- 
nounced "  Amen."  He  fell  asleep  iiumcKllati^ly. 
I  was  not  so  ibrtunate  for  a  lotig  time,  I  fan- 
cied myself  bit  by  inuumerablo  vermin  under 
the  clothes  ;  and  that  a  9|)ider  was  t.rav«jllihg 
from  the  wainscot  towards  my  mouth.  At  Uuit 
I  fell  into  insensibility. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  1.  —  I  awaked  viTy  t^arly. 
I  began  to  imagine  that  the  landlord,  being 
about  to  emigrate,  might  murder  u»  to  get  our 
money,  and  lay  it  upon  the  soldier*  in  the  bam* 
Sucli  groundless  fear«  will  arise  in  the  mind, 
before  it  has  restumcd  its  vigour  nftor  •leep. 
Dr.  Johnson  had  had  the  «ame  1:'  ^is; 

for  he  told  me  afterwanls  that  h<  I  90 

many  goldiers,  hiivtiig  seen  us,  wotiia  m-  wit- 
nesses, should  any  harm  lie  ilonc,  and  that 
circuiujitjuicc,  I  suppose,  he  couhidore<l  as  a 
aecurity.  When  1  got  up,  1  found  him  «ouod 
oaleep  in  bis  miaeruble  Pty,  ai«  I  "in  ,  il!  Jt, 
with  a  coloured  handkerchief  it  Im 

bead.    With  ditTicuIty  could  I  aw.ii  U 


Corkrr'»   Arilhoiirdr  alront  y«»ti  on 

^,;.,^ .  .^..   »    ,.  tupb  0  tio«jk -f   ' 

*'  ■  .  ihiWL'r,     •*  \VI 

iji  \-mi   *i|)on   .1 
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reminded  me  of  Henry  the  Fourth's  fine  soli- 
loanj  on  sleep',  for  there  was  here  as  uneasy  a 
pallet  as  the  poefs  imagination  could  possibly 
concdye. 

A  red  coat  of  the  15th  regiment,  whether 
officer,  or  only  sergeant,  I  could  not  be  sure, 
came  to  the  house,  m  his  way  to  the  mountains 
to  shoot  deer,  which  it  seems  the  Laird  of  Glen- 
morison  docs  not  hinder  any  one  to  do.  Few, 
indeed,  can  do  them  harm.  We  had  him  to 
breakfast  with  us.  We  got  away  about  eight. 
McQueen  walked  some  miles  to  give  us  a  con- 
Toy.  He  had,  in  1745,  joined  the  Highland 
army  at  Fort  Augustus,  and  continued  in  it 
till  after  the  battle  of  Culloden.  As  he  nar- 
rated the  particulars  of  that  ill-advised,  but 
brave  attempt,  I  could  not  refrain  from  tears. 
There  is%  certain  association  of  ideas  in  my 
mind  upon  that  subject,  by  which  I  am 
strongly  affected.  The  very  Highland  names, 
or  the  sound  of  a  bagpipe,  will  stir  my  blood, 
and  fill  me  with  a  mixture  of  melancholy  and 
respect  for  courage ;  with  pity  for  an  unfortu- 
nate and  superstitious  regard  for  antiquity, 
and  thoughtless  inclination  for  war ;  in  short, 
with  a  crowd  of  sensations  with  which  sober 
rationality  has  nothing  to  do. 

We  passed  through  Glensheol,  with  pro- 
digious mountains  on  each  side.  We  saw 
where  the  battle  was  fought,  in  the  year  1719.' 
Dr.  Johnson  owned  he  was  now  in  a  scene  of 
as  wild  nature  as  he  could  see ;  but  he  cor- 
rected me  sometimes  in  my  inaccurate  obser- 
vations. "  There,"  said  I,  "  is  a  mountain  like 
a  cone.'*  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  it  would  be 
called  so  in  a  book  ;  and  when  a  man  comes  to 
look  at  it,  he  sees  it  is  not  so.  It  is  indeed 
pointed  at  the  top ;  but  one  side  of  it  is  larger 
than  the  other.*'*  Another  mountain  I  called 
immense.  Johnson.  *^  No ;  it  is  no  more 
than  a  considerable  protuberance." 

We  came  to  a  rich  green  valley,  compara- 


>  **  Why,  rather.  Sleep.  Ij'tt  thou  in  tmoky  cribs, 
Upon  uneasy  pallets  stretching  thee, 
And  huih'd  with  buzzing  nisht-iliet  to  thy  slumber  ; 
Than  In  the  perfumed  chamoert  of  the  great. 
Under  the  canopies  of  costly  state, 
Aad  lull'd  with  sounds  of  sweetest  melody  ?  " 

Henry  IV.  act  iii.  sc.  1  —  C. 

s  In  1719,  Spmin  projected  an  invasion  of  Scotland  in  be- 
half of  the  Cievaiier,  and  destined  a  great  force  for  that 
piinMM«,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond.  But 
•wtOK  to  storms,  only  three  frigates,  with  three  hundred  or 
iKir  nondred  Spaniards  ou  board,  arrived  in  Scotland.  They 
had  with  them  the  banished  Earl  of  Scaforth,  chief  of  the 
Mjwkenxles,  a  man  of  great  power,  exiled  for  his  share  in  the 
rabellkHi  of  1715.  He  raised  a  considerable  body  of  High- 
teidcrs  of  his  own  and  friendly  clans,  and  disembarking  the 
Bpsuilards.  came  as  far  as  the  great  valley  called  Glensheal, 
hi  dsi  West  Highlands.  GeneraJ  Wightman  marched  against 
Ihsia  from  Inverness  with  a  few  regular  forces,  and  several 
of  the  Grants,  Rosoes.  Munros,  and  other  clans  friendly  to 
0gt«fUB>cnt.  He  found  the  insurgents  in  possession  of  a 
vwry  iCroiig  pass  called  Strachel,  from  which,  after  a  few  days' 


ther  retired,  Seaforth's  party  not  losing  a  man, 
amd  the  oCbera  fiaving  several  slain.  But  the  Earl  of  Sea- 
teth  vaf  daogerously  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  and  obliged 
loh*  carried  back  to  the  ships.  His  clan  deserted  or  dis- 
■jrsiil.  asd  the  Spaniards  surrendered  themselves  prisoners 
•f  war  to  General  Wightman.  —  Walter  .Scorr. 

*  Thia  waa  hypercritical ;  the  hill  is  indeed  nut  a  cone,  but 
H  !•  Me  one.  —  WaLTaa  SttoTT 

*  Or.  JohoaoD,  in  his  "Journey,"  thus  beautifully  de- 


scribes his  situation  here:  "  I  sat  down  on  a  bank,  such  as  a 
writer  of  romance  might  have  delighted  to  fel|rn.  I  had, 
indeed,  no  trees  to  whinper  over  my  head,  but  a  clear  rivulet 
streamed  at  my  feet.  The  day  was  calm,  the  air  soft,  and  all 
was  rudeness,  silence,  and  solitude.  Before  me,  and  on 
either  side,  were  high  hills,  which,  by  hindering  the  eve 
from  ranging,  forced  the  mind  to  find  entertainment  for  It- 
self. Whether  1  spent  the  hour  well,  I  know  not ;  for  here  I 
first  conceived  the  thouKht  of  this  narration."  The  Critical 
Reviewers,  with  a  spirit  and  expression  worthy  of  the  subject, 
say,  **  We  congratulate  the  public  on  the  event  with  which 
this  quotation  concludes,  and  are  fully  persuaded  that  the 
hour  in  which  the  entertainiug  traveller  conceived  this  narra- 
tive will  be  considered,  bv  every  reader  of  taste,as  a  fortunate 
event  in  the  annals  of  literature.  Were  it  suitable  to  the 
task  in  which  we  are  at  present  engaged,  to  indulge  ourselves 
in  a  |H)et!cal  flight,  we  would  invoke  the  winds  of  the  Calc- 
doninn  mountains  to  blow  for  ever,  with  their  softest  breezes, 
oil  the  bank  where  our  author  reclined,  and  request  of 
Flora,  that  it  might  be  perpetuallv  adorned  with  the  gayest 
and  most  fragrant  productions  of  the  year,  —  Boswell. 

i  The  Mac  Uaes  are  an  example  of  what  sometimes  oc- 
curred in  the  Highlands,  a  clan  who  had  no  chief  or  banner 
of  their  own,  t>ut  mustered  under  that  of  another  tribe. 
They  were  originally  atuched  to  the  Frasert,  but  on  oc- 
casion of  an  intermarriage,  they  were  transferred  to  I  be 
Mackenzics.  and  have  since  mustered  under  Seaforth's 
standard.  Thoy  were  always,  and  are  still,  a  set  of  bold 
hardy  men. as  much  attached  to  the  Cnbn/ae  (or  stag's  head) 
as  the  Mackt'iiziok,  to  nhuni  the  sUndard  properly  belongs. 
_  Walter  Sc-yrv. 

X   3 


tively  speaking,  and  stopped  a  while  to  let  our 
horses  rest  and  eat  grass.  ^  We  soon  afler- 
wards  came  to  Auchnasheal,  a  kind  of  rural 
village,  a  number  of  cottages  bemg  built  to- 
gether, as  we  saw  all  along  in  the  Highlands. 
\Ve  passed  many  miles  this  day  without  seeing 
a  house,  but  only  little  summer  huts,  called 
shieling.  Evan  Campbell,  servant  to  Mr. 
Murchison,  factor  to  the  Laird  of  Maclcod  m 
Glenelg,  ran  along  with  us  to-day.  He  was  a 
very  obliging  fellow.  At  Auchnasheal,  we  sat  , 
down  on  a  green  turf-seat  at  the  end  of  a 
house ;  they  brought  us  out  two  wooden  dishes 
of  milk,  which  we  tasted.  One  of  tbem  was 
frothed  like  a  syllabub.  I  saw  a  woman  pre- 
paring it  with  such  a  stick  as  is  used  for  choco- 
late, and  in  the  same  manner.  We  had  a 
considerable  circle  about  us,  men,  women,  and 
children,  all  M*Craas  *,  Lord  Seaforth's  people. 
Not  one  of  them  could  speak  English.  I  ob- 
served to  Dr.  Johnson,  it  was  much  the  same 
as  being  with  a  tribe  of  Indians.  Jounson. 
"  Yes,  Sir,  but  not  so  terrifying.'*  I  gave  all 
who  chose  it  snuflf  and  tobacco.  Governor 
Trapaud  had  made  us  buy  a  quantity  at  Fort 
Augustus,  and  put  them  up  in  small  parcels. 
I  also  gave  each  person  a  piece  of  wheat  bread, 
which  they  had  never  tasted  before.  I  then 
gave  a  penny  apiece  to  each  child.  I  told  Dr. 
Johnson  of  this:  upon  which  he  called  to 
Joseph  and  our  guides,  for  change  for  a  shil- 
ling, and  declar^  that  he  would  distribute 
among  the  children.  Upon  this  being  an- 
nounced in  Erse,  there  was  a  great  stir :  not 
only  did  some  children  come  running  down 
from  neighbouring  huts,  but  I  observed  one 
black-haired  man,  who  had  been  with  us  all 
along,  had  gone  off,  and  returned,  bringing  a 
very  young  child.  My  fellow  traveller  then 
ordered  the  children  to  be  drawn  up  in  a  row, 
and  he  dealt  about  his  copper,  and  made  them 
and  their  parents  all  happy.    The  poor  MHIIraas, 
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whatever  may  be  llich*  present  atato,  were  of 
considerable  e:<tJiruiiioa  iu  theyeiu'  1715,  when  ; 
tliere  was  a  Line  in  a  i»ono^ :  | 

"  A.nd  aw  the  brave  M*Cr4»s  are  coroing.'' '         | 

llierc  was  jji-cst  diversity  In  the  faces  of  the 
eircle  around  us ;  some  were  ua  bhick  and  wild 
in  their  appearance  as  any  Aiaericati  Bava|>;efl 
whatever.     One  woinau  was  as  eomely  alrucwt 


an  the  figure  of  Sui»pho»  as  wc  see  it  paintml 
We  iwkivl  the  old  wotnaiv,  the  njistress  of  the 
house  where  we  hud  the  milk,  (which,  by  Ihe 
hy,  Dr.  Jolinson  told  me,  for  I  did  not  observe 
it  myself,  wa*  built  not  of  turf,  but  of  stone), 
what,  we  should  pay.  She  suid  what  we  plejwed. 
One  of  our  ^rmdes  asked  her,  in  Erse,  if  a 
shilling  wtw  enouj^h.  She  said*  "  Yea."  But 
some  of  the  uieu  bade  her  ask  mnre.  Tins 
vexed  me ;  because  it  showed  a  d<.*sire  to  im- 
pose upon  stranfi^erf?,  a?  they  knew  that  even  a 
ishillin;^  was  high  payment.  The  womnn,  how- 
ever, honestly  perfii,sted  in  her  first  j)riee;  so  I 
gave  her  hull'  a  crown.  Thu»  we  had  one  good 
scene  of  life  uneoramon  to  us.  The  people 
were  very  much  pleased,  gave  ua  many  bless- 
ings, and  siud  they  ha«i  not  had  such  a  day 
uiiiee  the  oh  I  Laird  of  Macleod's  time. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  much  refrcAhed  by  this 
repast.  He  was  pleaj^ed  when  I  told  him  he 
would  make  a  gocui  chief.  He  saliL,  "  Were  I 
a  chief,  I  would  dress  my  servants  better  than 
myself,  and  knock  a  fellow  down  if  he  looked 
saury  to  a  Macdonald  in  rap«;  but  I  would  not 
treat  men  a*  brutes.  I  would  let  them  know 
why  all  of  my  elan  were  to  have  attention  paid 
to  them.  I  would  teli  my  upper  servants  whj, 
and  make  thera  tell  the  others." 

We  rode  on  well,  till  we  came  to  the  high 
mount-nin  called  the  Kattakin,  by  which  time 
both  Dr.  Joluison  and  the  horses  were  a  pood 
deal  fatigued.  It  is  a  terrible  steep  to  climb, 
notwithsliunling  the  road  ig  formed  slanting 
along  il ;  however,  we  made  it  out.  On  the 
top  of  It  we  met  Captain  Macleod,  of  IJulme- 
noch  (a  Dutch  otticer  wim  had  come  from 
Sky),  riding  with  his  sword  slung  across  him. 
He  asked,  "  Is  this  Mr,  Boswell  ?  "  which  was 
.1  proof  that  wc  were  expected.  Going  down 
the  hill  on  the  other  sitle  was  no  cjl^v  tatak. 
As  Dr.  Johnsim  was  a  great  weighf,  tlie  two 
guides  a^eed  that  he  should  ride  the  horses 
aitermitcly.  Hiiy's  were  the  two  best,  and  the 
Doctor  woidd  not  ride  but  upon  tjnc  or  otlter 
of  rhem,  a  black  or  a  brown.  Rut,  as  Hay 
eoraplarned  much  after  ascendinfj  the  Ruttakin, 
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tbe  Doctor  was  prevailed  with  to  mount  one  of 
Vjiss's  prays.  A*  he  rode  upon  It  down  bill, 
it  did  not  go  well,  and  he  gruinblefb  I  walked 
on  a  Uttlc  beliire,  but  was  excessively  enter- 
tained with  the  metho^i  taken  to  keen  him  in 
Cpixl  humour.  Hay  led  the  horse  s  head, 
talking  to  Dr.  Jtihnson  as  much  as  he  could; 
and  (having  heard  him,  in  the  foren<K)n,  ex- 
press a  pastoral  pleasure  on  seeing  the  goats 
browsiu")  just  when  the  Do«fnr  wa*  uttering 
his  displeasure,  the  fellow  cried,  witli  a  ^t^y 
Highland  accent,  "See,  5uch  pretty  goats!  ' 
Then  he  whistled  whu!  and  made  rJicm  jump. 
Little  did  he  conceive  what  Dr.  Johnson  waj. 
Here  now  was  a  common  iguortLiU  Highland 
clown  imagining  that  be  could  divert,  as  one 
does  a  child,  Dr.  Samuel  Johnnson  !  The  ludl- 
crousness,  absurdity,  and  extraordinary*  con- 
trast between  what  the  fellow  fancied,  tind  the 
reality,  was  truly  comic. 

It  prew  dusky  ;  and  we  had  a  very  tedious 
ride  for  what  was  called  five  miles,  bat  I  am 
sure  would  measure  ten.  We  had  no  conver- 
sation. I  waa  riding  forward  to  the  inn  ttt 
GleneJg,  on  the  shore  opposite  to  Sky,  thai  1 
might  take  proper  measures,  before  Dr,  John- 
son, who  was  now  advancing  in  dreary  silcnee« 
Hay  lending  his  horse,  should  a^ri^e*  Vast 
also  walked  by  the  side  of  his  horse,  and  Joseph 
followe<l  behind.  A^,  therefore,  he  wasi  thus 
attended,  and  seemed  to  be  in  deep  meditation, 
I  thought  there  could  be  no  hanu  in  lea\  iiig 
him  for  a  little  whUe.  He  culled  me  back  witE 
a  tremendous  shout,  and  was  really  in  u.  pas- 
sion with  me  fur  leaving  him.  I  told  him  my 
intentions,  but  he  was  not  sati^^tSed,  and  said, 
"  Do  you  know,  I  should  as  soon  have  thought 
of  picking  a  pocket,  &&  doing  so.'*  Bosw  eix. 
*"'  I  am  divert-ed  with  you,  Sir."  Joiijitinx. 
"  Sir,  I  could  never  be  diverted  with  incivility, 
Doing  such  a  thing  makes  one  lose  eutifidcnce 
in  him  who  has  done  it,  as  one  caunot  lelJ 
what  he  may  do  next."  His  extraordinary 
warmth  confounded  me  so  much,  that  I  justi- 
fied myself  but  lamely  to  him  ;  yet  my  int4«ii- 
tiona  were  not  improper.  I  wisfied  to  get  on, 
to  see  how  we  were  to  be  lodged,  and  how  wc 
were  to  get  a  boat;  all  which  I  thought  1 
could  beat  settle  myself,  without  his  having 
any  trouble.  To  apply  his  great  mind  to 
Uiinutc  particulars  is  wrong :  it  is  like  taking 
an  immense  balance  (such  as  is  kept  on  cjitays 
for  weighing  car|foes  of  shiji*)  to  weigh  m 
guiniea.  I  know  I  had  neat  lltiJe  Fcules,  whicii 
would  do  better;  and  that  hix  atiention    io 


I         riuiiniiiii     uIIiilIi   Liih-tr-Li   ttkiMn        Slii<.>  lh»  tt^i^ttu.n   i.f  lU 


Mr.  \tA<'||.«b(>nou  obierrr*   tItM  Bo*««>)l  mlt^tiulM    iImi 
*  Chctrtik'jr'*  miMi*r-TuU,"   Io  which  tbft  Itiie  U, 

"And  the  wrf&f  Mtc  R***  c«»roU>." 

See  lioSk***  Jacoblit  Hettet.  —  C%iHXVL. 


^T.64. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


311 


CTcrj  thing  which  falls  in  his  way,  and  his  un- 
common desire  to  be  always  in  the  right,  would 
make  him  weigh,  if  he  knew  of  the  particulars : 
it  was  right,  werefore,  for  me  to  weigh  them, 
and  let  Imn  have  them  only  in  effect.  I,  how- 
ever, continued  to  ride  by  him,  finding  he 
wished  I  should  do  so. 

As  we  passed  the  barracks  at  Bernera,  I 
looked  at  them  wishfully,  as  soldiers  have 
always  every  thing  in  the  best  order;  but 
there  was  only  a  sergeant  and  a  few  men  there. 
We  came  on  to  the  inn  at  Glenelg.  There 
was  no  provender  for  our  horses ;  so  they  were 
sent  to  grass,  with  a  man  to  watch  them.  A 
maid  showed  us  up  stairs  into  a  room  damp 
and  dirty,  with  bare  walls,  a  variety  of  bad 
smells,  a  coarse  black  greasy  fir  table,  and 
forms  [benches]  of  the  same  kind ;  and  out  of  a 
wretched  bed  started  a  fellow  from  his  sleep, 
like  Edgar  in  King  Lear,  '•^  Poor  Tom's  a 
eoUri 

This  inn  was  furnished  with  not  a  single 
article  that  we  could  either  eat  or  drink ;  but 
^ix.  Murchison,  factor  to  the  Laird  of  Macleod, 
in  Glenelg,  sent  us  a  bottle  of  rum  and  some 
sugar,  with  a  polite  message,  to  acquaint  us, 
that  he  was  very  sorry  that  he  did  not  hear  of 
ns  till  we  had  passe<l  his  house,  otherwise  he 
should  have  insisted  on  our  sleeping  there  that 
night ;  and  that,  if  he  were  not  obliged  to  set 
out  for  Inverness  early  next  morning,  he  would 
have  waited  upon  us.  Such  extraordinary 
attention  from  this  gentleman,  to  entire 
strangers,  deserves  the  most  honourable  com- 
memoration. 

Our  bad  accommodation  here  made  me 
uneasy,  and  almost  fretful.  Dr.  Johnson  was 
calm.  I  said  he  was  so  from  vanity.  Johnson. 
^  No,  Sir ;  it  is  from  philosophy."  It  pleased 
me  to  see  that  the  Rambler  could  practise  so 
well  his  own  lessons. 

I  resumed  the  subject  of  my  leaving  him  on 
the  road,  and  endeavoured  to  defend  it  better.  | 
He  was  still  violent  upon  that  head,  and  said,  I 
"  Sir,  had  you  gone  on,  I  was  thinkin^^  that  I  i 
should  have  returned  with  you  to  Edinburgh,  I 
and  then  have  parted  from  you,  and  never  | 
spoken  to  you  more." 

I  sent  for  fresh  hay,  with  which  we  made  | 
beds  for  ourselves,  each  in  a  room  equally 
miserable.  Like  Wolfe,  we  had  a  "  a  choice  of 
difficulties."  *  Dr.  Johnson  made  thinjfs  easier  i 
br  comparison.  At  M'Queen's,  last  night,  he  ' 
observed,  that  few  were  so  well  lodged  in  a  i 
«hip.  To-night,  he  said,  we  were  better  than 
if  we  hafl  been  upon  the  hill.  He  lay  down  ' 
buttoned  up  in  his  great  coat.  I  had  my  sheets  ! 
^read  on  the  hay,  and  my  clothes  and  great  ! 
eoat  laid  over  me,  by  way  of  blankets.^ 


*  h  is  amusing  tn  obsrrve  the  different  images  which  this 
brinf  pre««ntrd  to  Dr.  Johnion  and  me.  The  Doctor,  in  hlf 
**  Joumej,"  cnmparm  him  to  a  CycU>p$.  —  Boswell. 

s  Tbi*  phrate,  now  to  common,  excited  some  mirprite  and 
criticisra  when  lued  by  General  Wolfe,  in  hi«  despatch  from 
WCore  Quebec.  See  London  UazcUe  Extraordinary,  I6lh 
October.  17S9.  —  CaoKBa. 
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Glenelg.  —  hie  of  Sky.  —  Armidale.  —  Sir    Alex- 
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Thursday,  Sept.  2.  — I  had  slept  ill.  Dr. 
Johnson's  anger  had  affected  me  much.  I 
considered  that,  without  any  bad  intention,  I 
might  suddenly  forfeit  his  friendship ;  and  was 
impatient  to  see  him  this  morning.  I  told  him 
how  uneasy  he  had  made  me  by  what  he  had 
said,  and  reminded  him  of  his  own  remark  at 
Aberdeen,  upon  old  friendships  being  hastily 
broken  off.  He  owned,  he  had  spoken  to  me 
in  passion ;  that  he  would  not  have  done  what 
he  threatened ;  and  that,  if  he  had,  he  should 
have  been  ten  times  worse  than  I ;  that  form- 
ing intimacies  would  indeed  be  "  liraninc  the 
water,"  were  they  liable  to  such  sudden  oisto- 
lution  ;  and  he  added,  ^*  Let's  think  no  more 
on't."  Boswell.  "Well  then,  Su-,  I  shall 
be  easy.  Remember,  I  am  to  have  fair  warning 
in  case  of  any  quarrel.  You  are  never  to 
spring  a  mine  upon  me.  It  was  absurd  in  me 
to  believe  you. '  Johnson.  "  You  deserved 
about  as  much,  as  to  believe  me  from  night  to 
morning." 

After  breakfast,  we  got  into  a  boat  for  Sky. 
It  rained  much  when  we  set  off,  but  cleared  up 
as  we  advimced.  One  of  the  boatmen,  who 
spoke  English,  said  that  a  mile  at  land  waa 
two  miles  at  sea.  I  then  observed,  that  from 
Glenelg  to  Armidale  in  Sky,  which  was  our 
present  course,  and  is  called  twelve,  was  only 
six  miles;  but  this  he  could  not  understand. 
"  Well,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "  never  talk  to  me 
r)f  the  native  goo<l  sense  of  the  Highlanders. 
Here  is  a  fellow  who  culls  one  mile  two,  and 
yet  cannot  comprehend  that  twelve  such  ima- 
ginary miles  make  in  truth  but  six." 

We  reached  the  shore  of  Armidale  before 
one  o'clock.  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald  came 
down  to  receive  us.  He  and  his  lady  (for- 
merly Miss  Boswell^,  of  Yorkshire^  were 
then  in  a  house  built  by  a  tenant  at  this  place, 
which  is  in  the  district  of  Slate,  the  family 


i  Johnton  thui  describe!  thii  tcene  to  Mr*.  Thrale :  "  / 
ordered  haf  to  tie  laid  thick  upon  the  bed,  and  slept  upon  it 
in  my  great  coat.  BcMwrll  laid  sheets  upon  his  bed,  and 
repo«od  in  linen,  like  a  fcntleman."— Intern.  — i^noiLVM. 

*  Thi.'  Yorkshire  branch  or  the  fkraily  hare  generally  upelt 
the  name  BosviUi.  Their  estates  are  now  posMSscd  by  Ix>rd 
Macdonald. — Boswrll. 
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itian!iutii  Lcre  having  been  burned  in  Sir 
DoTi»ld  Moctloiidd's  tiinc-^ 

(The  most  ancient  seat  of  tJie  chief  oC  the 
Macdonalfls  in  tbe  Isle  of  Skjr  wusat  Duntulni, 
whtTC  there  are  the  reuiuiiis  of  a  stately  castle. 
The  principal  resiilenue  of  tlie  family  is  now 
at  Mugs  tot-,  at  whiL'h  there  is  a  fi.  '^  '  !c' 
buihliJig.  Sir  Alextinder  and  Liidv  I 

Imd  come  to  Arniidtile  in  their  Wiu  i^.,  LkhH' 
burgli,  wJHM-e  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  be 
8O0U  ufter  this  time. 

ArmJdalr  is  situated  on  a  preltv  btty  of  tbe 
niirrow  son,  whieh  llows  between  the  main  hmd 
of  Seotliind  aiul  the  bio  of  Sky.  In  front 
there  is  a  grand  prospect  of  the  rude  moun- 
tains of  Moidart  iintl  Knoidart.  Behind  are 
liitb  gently  rising  and  covered  with  a  finer 
verdure  than  I  ex|)epted  to  »ee  in  this  flimate, 
and  the  aeene  is  enlivened  by  a  number  of 
little  elenr  brooks.) 

[Inst rad  of  finding  the  head  of  the  Mac- 
doituUh  surrounded  with  hisctun,  and  a  festive 
entertainment,  we  hiid  a  small  coni^fany,  and 
cannot  boayt  of  our  eheer.  The  |>articvdars  are 
minuted  in  my  "Journal,*'  but  I  sluill  not 
troubJe  the  nubile  with  them.  1  slrnll  mention 
but  one  cnaracteristic  ^'ircumstanet?,  Aiy 
shrewd  and  hearty  friend,  Sir  Thomsis  (Wetit- 
worth)  Blacket,  Lady  Macdojudd'a  unckv 
who  had  precedefl  us  in  a  visit  to  lliis  chief, 
upon  luMUj^r  ik«ked  by  him,  if  the  punch-bowl, 
tlinu  upon  the  tahkvw:is  not  a  very  handsome 
one,  rcnlied,   "  Ycn  if  it  were  full."] 

Sir  Alexander  Macdonald  Imving  been  an 
Kton  Kcholar"*,  and  being  a  gentleman  of 
lalentji,  l)r  Johnson  had  been  very  well 
pleased  with  him  in  London-  But  my  fellow- 
ti'ttvcHcir  and  I  were  now  full  of  the  old  Hi^^h- 
Innd  spirit,  and  were  dissatisfied  at  hearing 
[heavy  rouiplaints]  of  rents  raeked,  and  [the 
people  driven  to]  eniijfration ;  antl  finding  a 
cliief  not  surrounded  by  his  clan.  Dr.  Johnson 
said,  ["It  prieves  me  to  see  the  chief  of  a  great 
elan  appear  tn  such  disa«lvanta^e.  TTiis  gentle- 
man has  talents,  nay,  some  learning ;  but  he  is 
totally  unfit  lor  his  situation."  I  medit4ited  an 
escape  from  this  house  the  very  next  day ;  but 


Dr.  Johnson  resolved  that  we  fhould  weather 
it  otit  till  Monday.  He  waid,]  "  Sir,  the  Hijih- 
land  chiefa  should  not  be  allowed  to  jl'^o  farther 
south  than  Aberdeen.  A  str^^m^r-nsinded  Jiian, 
like  [his  brother]  Sir  James  ^ :  M  may  be 

improved  by  an  English  edn  it  in  ge- 

neral they  will  lie  tamed  into  hi- 

We  found  here  Mr.  Jiinfs  of  A  ri\ 

a  naturalist.  Janey  said  he  ha«l  ori  i^  ji  Dr. 
Johnson's  in  London,  with  Ferguson  the 
astronomer.  Johnson.  '*  li  is  strange  that, 
in  such  distant  places,  I  should  meet  with  any 
one  who  knows  me.  1  should  have  thought  I 
mi«jbt  hidcf  myself  in  Sky." 

Friday^  SepL  3.  —  Tiiis  day  proTing  wet,  we 
should  have  passed  our  time  very  uncomfort* 
ably^  had  we  not  found  in  the  bou$e  two  chests 
of  bookf^  which  we  eagerly  ransacked.  AAer 
dinner,  when  I  alone  was  left  at  table  with  the 
few  Highland  gentleoien  who  were  of  the 
company^  having  talked^  with  rery  high 
respect  of  Sir  Jnmes  Macdonald,  they  were 
all  w  much  ofll^cted  as  to  shed  tears.  One  of 
them  was  Mr.  Donald  Macdonald,  w|k»  hu<.l 
been  lieutenant  of  grenadiers  in  the  Highland 
regiment,  raisc<l  by  Colonel  Montgomery*  now 
Earl  of  EgUntoune,  in  the  war  l«^ff»re  la«t; 
one  of  those  regiments  m  hich  tlie  late  Lord 
Chatham  pridetj  himself  in  having  bronght 
from  '*  the  mountains  of  the  north  ;^*  by  doing 
which  he  contributed  to  extinguish  in  tlio 
Highlaudit  the  remains  of  disaflection  to  the 
present  royal  family.     From   thl-^  '        n*$ 

conversation,  I  lirat  learnt  lio*iv  Iat 

\m  colonel  was  among  the  lli^ouinu.  i  > ,  of 
which  I  had  such  continued  proofs,  during  the 
whole  course  of  my  Tuur,  thut  on  my  return 
I  could  not  help  telling  the  noble  E.arl  hiin- 
&elf^  that  I  did  not  before  know  how  gr^at  a 
man  he  was. 

We  were  advised  by  siome  persons  here  to 
visit  Ra8ay>  in  our  way  to  Dunvegnu*  the  seat 
of  the  Laird  of  Maeleod.  B<*ing  itifornied 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Donald  M*Quecn  waji  ih© 
most  intelligent  mini  in  Sk>%  and  having  been 
favoureil  with  a  letter  of  introduction  to  htxn^ 
by  the  leained  Sir  James  EouUs  *,  1  sent  it  to 


•i^cniul  cillOon*  ol 
liKMiliirlv  i)..i*'«t. 
h\  Mr.  llrt.itrll  1 
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him  bj  an  express,  and  requested  he  would 
meet  us  at  Rasay  ;  and  at  the  same  time  en- 
closed a  letter  to  the  Laird  of  Macleod,  in- 
forming him  that  we  intended  in  a  few  days 
to  have  the  honour  of  waiting  on  him  at  Dun- 
Tegan. 

Dr.  Johnson  this  day  endeavoured  to  obtain 
wme  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  country ; 
but  complained  that  he  could  get  no  distinct 
information  about  any  thing,  from  those  with 
whom  he  conversed. 

Saturday^  Sept.  4. — My  endeavours  to  rouse 
the  English-bred  chiefUin,  in  whose  house  we 
were,  to  the  feudal  and  patriarchal  feelings, 
proving  ineffectual.  Dr.  Jonnson  this  morning 
tried  to  bring  him  to  our  way  of  thinking. 
JoHnsoN.  "  Were  I  in  your  place.  Sir,  in  seven 
years  I  would  moke  this  an  mdependent  island. 
I  would  roast  oxen  whole,  and  nang  out  a  flag 
as  a  signal  to  the  Macdonalds,  to  come  and  get 
beef  and  whisky.*'  Sir  Alexander  was  still 
starting  dijfhculties.  Johnson.  "Nay,  Sir; 
if  you  are  bom  to  object,  I  have  done  with 
you.  Sir,  I  would  have  a  ma^fazine  of  arms." 
Sib  Alexahdbr.  "  They  would  rust."  Joon- 
8oif.  *^  Let  there  be  men  to  keep  them  clean. 
Your  ancestors  did  not  use  to  let  their  arms 
nwt."' 

We  attempted  in  vain  to  communicate  to 
him  a  portion  of  our  enthusiasm.  He  bore 
with  80  polite  a  good-nature  our  warm,  and 
what  some  might  call  Gothic,  expostulations 
on  this  subject,  that  I  should  not  lorgive  my- 
self were  I  to  record  all  that  Dr.  Johnson's 
ardour  led  him  to  say.  This  day  was  little 
better  than  a  blank. 

Sunday^  Sept.  5.  —  I  walked  to  the  parish 
church  of  Slate,  which  is  a  very  poor  one. 
There  are  no  church  bells  in  the  island.  I 
was  told  there  were  once  some ;  what  was  be- 
come of  them,  I  could  not  learn.  The  minister 
not  being  at  home,  there  was  no  service.  I 
went  into  the  church,  and  saw  the  monument  of 
Sir  James  Macdonaid,  which  was  elegantly 
executed  at  Rome,  and  has  an  inscription, 
written  by  his  friend,  George  Lord  Lyt- 
tieton.* 

Dr.  Johnson  said,  the  inscription  should 
h.ive  been  in  Latin,  as  every  thing  intended  to 
be  universal  and  permanent  should  be.^ 

This  being  a  beautiful  day,  my  sjiirits  were 


to  Isailia.  which  he  nuwle  In  the  character  or  a  commloionor  ; 
but  Sir  Janm  returned  aa  poor  m  he  went  there.  .Sir  Juinet 
Fo<ilb  was  one  of  the  few  Lowlandert  whom  Highlandprs 
allowed  to  be  well  ikiUed  in  the  Gaelic,  an  acquaintance 
vhlrh  he  made  late  In  life.  —  Walter  Srorr. 

1  Dr.  Johnson  teems  to  have  forgotten  that  a  Highlander 
golnic  armed  at  this  period  incurred  the  |>enalty  of  serving  as 
•  eotnmon  •oMier  for  the  first,  and  of  trant(>ortation  bevond 
•••  for  m  second  offence.  And  as  for  "  calling  out  his  clan," 
twelve  Highlanders  and  a  bagpipe  made  a  rebellion.— 
WaLTKE  Scott.  I  think  Sir  Walter  took  Johnson's  expos- 
tulation too  literally.  He  meant  by  tho^e  appeal*  "  to  arms 
and  anoeMors"  no  more  than  a  general  exhortation  to  the 
alocftsh  chief —  as  we  remind  the  House  of  Lords  every  day 
flf  Uie  Baron*  at  Runnimedir,  without  meaning  to  recommend 
am  actual  rebellion.  Sec  mM.  ««6  2»th  Oct.,  Johnson  s  ob- 
■rrvatkxi  to  the  Duke  of  Argylc.  —  CaoKBK,  \Mf>. 


cheered  by  the  mere  effect  of  climate.  I  had 
felt  a  return  of  spleen  during  my  stay  at 
Armidale,  and  had  it  not  been  that  I  had  Dr. 
Johnson  to  contemplate,  I  should  have  sunk 
into  dejection ;  but  his  firmness  supported  me. 
I  looked  at  him,  as  a  man  whose  head  is 
turning  giddy  at  sea  looks  at  a  rock,  or  any 
fixed  object.  I  wondered  at  his  tran(juillity. 
He  said,  *^Sir,  when  a  man  retires  mto  an 
island,  he  is  to  turn  his  thoughts  entirely  to 
another  world.  He  has  done  with  this." 
BoswELL.  "  It  appears  to  me.  Sir,  to  be  very 
difficult  to  unite  a  due  attention  to  this  world, 
and  that  which  is  to  come ;  for,  if  we  engage 
eagerly  in  the  affairs  of  life,  we  are  apt  to  be 
to^ly  forgetful  of  a  future  state ;  ana,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  steady  contemplation  of  the 
awful  concerns  of  eternity  renders  all  objects 
here  so  insignificant,  as  to  make  us  indifferent 
and  negligent  about  them.  Johnson.  "Sir, 
Dr.  Cheyne  has  laid  down  a  rule  to  himself  on 
this  subject,  which  should  be  imprinted  on 
every  mind :  *  To  neglect  nothing  to  secure 
my  eternal  peace,  more  than  if  I  had  been  cer- 
tified  I  should  die  within  the  day :  nor  to  mind 
any  thing  that  my  secular  obligations  and  duties 
demanded  of  me,  less  than  if  I  had  been  insured 
to  live  fifty  years  morey 

I  must  here  observe,  that  though  Dr.  John- 
son appeared  now  to  be  philosophically  calm,  yet 
his  genius  did  not  shine  forth  as  in  companies, 
where  I  have  listened  to  him  with  admiration. 
The  vigour  of  his  mind  was,  however,  suffi- 
ciently manifested,  by  his  discovering  no  symp- 
toms of  feeble  relaxation  in  the  dull,  **  weary, 
flat,  and  unprofitable  "  state  in  which  we  now 
were  placed. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  on  this 
day  he  composed  the  fi.llowing  Ode  upon  the 
Isle  of  Sky,  which  a  few  days  afterwards  he 
showed  me  at  Kasay :  — 

"  ODA. 

*«  Ponti  profundis  clausa  rcccssibu», 
Sirepens  proccllis,  rupihtis  obsita, 
Qunm  grati  ik-fesso  vircntcm 
Skia  siiium  ncbulosa  pandis. 

"  His  curn,  credo,  sedibuH  cxulat ; 
His  blnndu  cortc  pax  habitat  locis  : 
Noil  ira,  non  inccror  quictis 
Insidius  meditatur  horis. 


3  For  which,  as  well  as  two  letters,  written  by  Sir  James, 
in  bin  last  illufss,  to  his  mother,  si<e  Ap|M<ndix — Boswell. 

^  Wliat  a  strange  penrorsion  «>f  l.-ingu<iKe  !  —  umrerttUI 
Why.  If  it  Mad  been  in  Latin,  so  far  from  being  vnivcrsaUy 
uniierstnod,  it  would  have  been  an  utter  blank  to  one  (the 
bftlrr)  half  of  the  creation,  and,  even  of  the  men  who  might 
vi4it  it.  nini*///-n».-ewill  understand  it  in  Engliih  for  cmr  who 
couKi  in  I.alin.  .Something  may  be  said  for  epitaphs  and 
inscriptions  addressed,  as  ii  were,  to  the  world  at  large  — a 
triumphal  arch  —  the  pillar  at  Hlcphc'm  —  a  monument  at 
Wat«>rloo;  but  a  L.itin  epitaph,  in  an  English  church, 
appears,  in  principle,  as  absurd  as  the  dinner,  which  the 
doctiJr  gives  in  Peregrine  Pickle,  aftfr  the  manner  of  Iht 
ancienh.  A  mortal  may  surely  be  well  satisfied  if  his  faro« 
la«ts  HH  long  aa  the  language  in  nhich  he  spoke  or  wrote.— 
Choker. 
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•*  A I  non  cavntn  nipo  Ulrvcns 

Firoilest  vMgnri,  nee  tVi-mentet* 
E  jcopulo  tiiiincrarc  fluctus. 

'*  Hiitounn  virtue  non  slbi  suflicit, 

Dnttir  nee  wqmnn  cuiquc  nnimum  sibi 
Pafiiru  poMiC^  ut  Stoit'orum 
Se<.'ta  crepct  nimis  aka  fallas. 

"  Kxirstuiinlis  pectoris  imputum, 
Rtfx  vomme.  soIuh  tii  regis  arbilcr, 
Menlis(|U(.>,  te  to]li.'nl4.s  ^u^guntl 
Te  reciduiit  raodcrante  flucius."* 


AftfT  supper.  Dr.  Johnson  told  us,  tliat 
Isiwic  II5^wk^ns  Browne  drank  fre«ily  for  thirty 
yeors^  ami  thai  lie  wrote  Lis  poeou  "  De  Aniuii 
iinuiortiiUttttc,"  in  some  of  tUo  last  of  these 
years.*  1  listened  to  this  with  tlic  eflgerne:*s  of 
one,  who,  fonscious  of  being  himself  fond  of 
wine,  is  glttd  to  hear  that  a  man  of  jio  much 
genius  and  jrood  thinking  as  Browne  hnd  die 
tiiiUui  prnjM.'nsity, 

Moudut/,  Sept.  6,  — '\N*esct  out,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Dondd  M*Le()d,  lute  of  Canun,  as  our 
grnide.  \\  e  rode  for  *ome  time  alonj;  iho 
district  of  Slate,  near  the  shore.  The  hou^ea 
in  genend  are  msule  of  turf,  covered  with 
grass*  The  eouiitry  seeme<l  well  peopKnl. 
We  came  into  the  district  of  Strnth,  tintl  passed 
alonjr  ft  wiM  moorish  tract  of  land  till  we 
arrived  ut  the  shore.  Thexc  we  found  good 
verdure,  mid  Bome  curious  whin-rocks,  or  col- 
lections of  .stones,  like  the  ruin*  of  the  foun- 
dations of  uld  buildin;^*!.  Wc  saw  ttlso  thrcje 
cairns  of  eotisidi-ruble  size. 

About  a  mile  beyond  Broadfoot  •  is  Corri- 


the  foiUiwlOtf:  — 


":s.  —  Line  2.  In  the  manuscript.  Dr. 
I  Tupibut  obtita,  tiud  v>  rktUMi  imbrilmM 
ihiht*»,  iJUt  •tnictk  ih<?Tn  iKith  mit.  Imti^ul 
It!  httd  wrlttoQ,  but  afterwMil*  ttrock  out, 


r*rare  pot»p,  uicuoquo  Jactel 


■  BoawxtL. 


It  if  tf^rr  ruftoii*  thui  hi  ^ti  » .<.►!. f  -.<■  i.w.^„.,.«, 

WoKii*,    «hlrh     I   hUTC   urcH,    I 
tfdlitlnQ  of  JS'i^,  thii  pooni  li  ^c 

wlilfli  •»»i?ui    uii'ln<Hlri(llilf.       li  ,  .  : 

tiy  Mr.  tt(Nwvll,  "  c'AmV'I  r*tp4ltHii  "  u  it.l>4Jt'>i,  hkn  lUv 
•econd  U  not«  Ami  tUo  two  hne»  rrjected  tiy  Dr.  Juliu«on 
are  replncsl :  ih»*w«i3-i1«  '  t-  i.-fpufo,"  In  the  I'lJth  lint*,  are 
chjuiftuU  intn  '• /h    '  1    lu  the  tM!ii«ltinmil*»   lint*, 

"  tHrxHttf^"  ii  all"  ,,i."     In  tlie  lut   line  too, 

"  ffsittrnr"  [i  pnni  -nr'*     Tb''t»'  I.t^t  v,irfnr)iin» 

loi.k   lil 
J.)h.. 
tUo    ( 

phy  (whiiii  tvat    himwU  a   Lnlin  p<t«t)aiiit  tiiu 
■  iliior  •lKjt»ll  h*v<»  nverkkokiHt  tlir»c  urrur*.— 


chatmrhin,  a  farm  of  Sir  Alexander  Moodo- 
natd^s,  posseiised  by  Mr.  Al 'Kin non  *,  who 
received  us  with  a  hearty  welcome,  ns  did  \m 
wife,  who  WAS  what  we  call  in  Scotljind  a  irw/y- 
like  woman/  Mr,  Pennants  in  the  coiirse  of  his 
totir  to  the  Hebrides,  pa^ised  two  luglitfi  ot  Ihi* 
gentleman's  house.  On  lis  being  iiientioned, 
that  a  present  hiid  here  been  made  to  him  of  ft 
curious  gpecimen  of  Highland  antiquity,  l>r* 
Johnson  said,  "Sir,  it  was  more  than  he  do- 
served  ;  the  dorj  is  a  Whi^^"  * 

We  here  enjoyed  the  comtbrt  of  a  table 
plentiJuUy  furniaiied,  ilie  sutisluction  of  wtiicb 
was  heightened  by  a  numerous  and  i'he»'rftil 
company;  and  wc%  for  the  first  time,  had  a 
specimen  of  the  joyous  ^tciid  maJiner*  of  the 
inhabitants  of  tlie  Hiiihlands.  Tin  y  tjnlkt!il  in 
their  own  ancient  lang^uage,  with  fluent  vi- 
vacity, and  Bung:  many  Erse  gonga  with  such 
Fpirit,  that,  tliough  Dr.  Johnson  wan  trt?atwl 
with  the  greatest  rcgpcct  aud  attention,  lliere 
were  moments  in  which  he  seemed  to  be  for* 
ffolten.  For  myself,  though  but  a  Lowlondcr, 
having  picked  up  a  few  words  of  »!"  Imt,,,,,,,-,^^ 
I  presumed  to  minirle  in  their  mirt'  ^-d 

in  the  choruses  with  as  much  gl  of 

the  company.  Dr.  Johnson,  being  lutif^ucd 
with  hh  journey,  retired  early  to  his  chamber, 
wlierc  he  composed  the  following  Ode,  ad- 
dressed to  Mrs,  Thrale '' :  — 


"ODA, 

Fcrniii?o  terras,  ubi  nuda  rupes 
Saxcus  tniscel  nctmlis  ruinas, 
Torro  ubi  rideni  slcrilcs  coloni 

Hura  bborc«. 


;7«'iQ,  Agmt  fifty-four.  —  lla«wixi. 
Mr.  !!n:ti:t>hrrVin.  —  Ckorkn. 


are  dt^omln^ted  by  fV>' 

M  t*An.    The  oth«r   li 

|jprly,  Are  dononiin.ili-  I 

and  lb*-  wife*  «ii 

fju'lt«tnpii,  or  in- 

KlD|{»b(ir|ch.  Cui  t 

mftireu  of  Kinp-i'urv;i>.   it^'    wn/v 

HavId^  glfctt  thU  explinaUon,  I  ar  i 

mo^p  of  «iK>4«rh  wl»ir-h  ^nwr/iUy  nn^vi 

.k..    I].  I,,,,.l...  U.       ...(., 

i  hH  hwl  Jwvr  diffsTcur  ro'^antng 

i  to  it  Jn  r.iiii\u-id.     It  u  lit 

LliifueeUappUeo  il  tooti«  pftlie 

*  Mr.  BoiWrll  dnc>  noC   do  fbtl  justice  tn    Dr.  Jnhliiaa, 

when  hn  k>nv««  ir    in  ijuubt,  ul>r-th»f  t],U   u.u  i>m(   •.i.j  (■« 

furety  It  u  to 
hflve  had  > 


ata  ciUiu  " 


li\'  l..iruii-'L,   t.iia 
"  In   THrnt 


111. 


It  li    I 
Intcflui. 


liOQcliia^ 


^T.64. 
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"  Ferv«gor  gentes  hominum  feroniro, 
Vita  ubi  nullo  ducorata  cultu 
Squallet  informis,  tuguriquc  fumis 

Focda  latescit. 

**  Inter  erroris  salebrosa  longi. 
Inter  ignota  strepitus  loquela>, 
Quot  modb  mecum,  quid  agat,  requiro, 
Tbralia  dulcis  ? 

**  Seu  vlri  curas  pia  nupta  mulcet, 
Seu  fovet  mater  sobo'em  benlgna, 
Sive  cum  libris  novitate  pascit 

Sedula  mentem  : 

**  Sit  memor  nostri,  fidelque  mcrces 
Stet  fides  constant,  meritoque  blandum 
Thraliec  diseant  rcsonare  nomcn 

Littora  Skis. 

»  Scriptum  in  Ski4,  6th  Sept.  1773." 

Tuesday,  Sept.  7.  —  Dr.  Johnson  was  much 
{Jeaflcd  with  his  entertainment  here.  There 
were  many  good  books  in  the  house  :  Hector 
Boethius  in  Latin ;  Cave's  Lives  of  the  Fathers; 
Baker*8  Chronicle;  Jeremy  Collier's  Church 
History;  Dr.  Johnson's  small  Dictionary; 
Crftufurd's  Officers  of  State,  and  several  more ; 
—  a  mezzotinto  of  Mrs.  Brooks  the  actress  (by 
some  strange  chance  in  Sky ') ;  and  also  a  print 
of  Macdonald  of  Clanranald,  with  a  I^atin 
inscription  about  the  cruelties  after  the  battle 
of  Cullodcn,  which  will  never  be  forgotten. 

It  was  a  very  wet  stormy  day ;  we  were 
therefore  obliged  to  remain  here,  it  being  im- 
possible to  cross  the  sea  to  Kasay. 

I  employed  a  part  of  the  forenoon  in  writing 
this  journal.  The  rest  of  it  was  somewhat 
dreary,  from  the  gloominess  of  the  weather, 
and  the  uncertain  state  which  we  were  in,  as 
we  could  not  tell  but  it  might  clear  up  every 
hour.  Nothing  is  more  painful  to  the  mind 
than  a  state  of  suspense,  especially  when  it 
depends  upon  the  weather,  concerning  which 
there  can  be  so  little  calculation.  As  Dr. 
Johnson  said  of  our  wearmess  on  the  Monday 
at  Aberdeen,  "  Sensation  is  sensation  : '' 
Corrichatachin,  which  was  last  night  a  hospi- 
table house,  was,  in  my  mind,  changed  to-day 
into  a  prison.  After  dinner  I  read  some  of 
Dr.Macpher8on's"Di8S(?rtations  on  the  Ancient 
Caledonians."  I  was  disgusted  by  the  unsa- 
tisfactory conjectures  as  to  antiquity,  before 
the  days  of  record.  I  was  happy  when  tea 
came.  '  Such,  I  take  it,  is  tlie  state  of  those 
who  live  in  the  country.^  Meals  are  wished 
for  from  the  cravings  of  vacuity  of  mind,  as 
well  as  from  the  desire  of  eating.  I  was  hurt 
to  find  even  such  a  temporary  feebleness,  and 
that  I  was  so  far  from  being  that  robust  wise 


I  Mn.  Brookt's  father  was  a  Scotchman  of  thp  name  of 
Vkwmi,  vbo  io«t  his  property,  and  fled  hit  country,  for  the 
fltWftcauM,  in  1745.    Her  portrait  would  naturally  enough 
btfooBd  tn  tuch  compiiny.  — Croker. 
*  Mr.  Bo««ell  should    hn»e  rocollerted,  that  he  and  Dr. 

tho  party  who 
life  wuiiid  be 


Mbiod  ver*  probablr  the  only  persona  of  i 
M  DochlDg  to  do.     A  country  gentleman'^ 


man  who  is  sufficient  for  his  own  happiness. 
I  felt  a  kind  of  lethargy  of  indolence.  I  did 
not  exert  myself  to  get  Dr.  Johnson  to  talk, 
that  I  might  not  have  the  labour  of  writing 
down  his  conversation.  He  inquired  here,  if 
there  were  any  remains  of  the  second  sight.  Mr. 
[Martin]  Macpherson,  minister  of  Slate,  said,  he 
was  resolved  not  to  believe  it,  because  it  was 
founded  on  no  principle.  Johkson.  **  There 
are  many  things  then,  which  we  are  sure  are 
true,  that  you  will  not  believe.  What  prin- 
ciple is  there,  why  a  loadstone  attracts  u:on  ? 
wny  an  egg  produces  a  chicken  by  heat  ?  why 
a  tree  grows  upwards,  when  the  natural 
tendency  of  all  things  is  downwards  ?  Sir,  it 
depends  upon  the  degree  of  evidence  that  you 
have."  Young  Mr.  M'Kinnon  mentioned  one 
M*Kenzie,  who  is  still  alive,  who  had  often 
fainted  in  his  presence,  and  when  he  recovered, 
mentioned  visions  which  had  been  presented  to 
him.  He  told  Mr.  M^Kinnon,  that  at  such  a 
place  he  should  meet  a  funeral,  and  that  such 
and  such  people  would  be  the  bearers,  naming 
four;  and  three  weeks  afterwards  he  saw  what 
M^Kenzie  had  predicted.  The  naming  the 
very  spot  in  a  country  where  a  funeral  comes 
a  long  way,  and  the  very  people  as  bearers, 
when  there  are  so  many  out  of  whom  a  choice 
may  be  made,  seems  extraordinary.  We 
should  have  sent  for  M^Kenzie,  had  we  not 
been  informed  that  he  could  speak  no  English. 
Besides,  the  facts  were  not  related  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy. 

Mrs.  M*Kinnon,  who  is  a  daughter  of  old 
Kingsburgh  (a  Macdonald),  told  us  that  her 
father  was  one  day  riding  in  Sky,  and  some 
women,  who  were  at  work  in  a  field  on  the 
side  of  the  road,  said  to  him,  they  had  heard 
two  iaischs  (that  is,  two  voices  of  ])ersons 
about  to  die),  and  what  was  remarkable,  one 
of  them  was  an  Eneliah  taisch,  which  they 
never  heard  before.  When  he  returned,  he  at 
that  very  place  met  two  funerals,  and  one  of 
them  was  that  of  a  woman  who  had  come  from 
the  main  land,  and  could  speak  only  English. 
This,  she  remarked,  made  a  great  impression 
upon  her  father. 

How  all  the  people  here  were  lodg<»d,  I 
know  not.  It  was  partly  done  by  separating 
man  and  wife,  and  putting  a  number  of  men 
in  one  room,  and  of  women  in  another. 

Wednesday^  Sept.  8.  —  When  I  waked,  the 
rain  was  muoh  heavier  than  yesterday ;  but 
the  wind  had  abated.  By  breakfiust,  the  day  was 
better,  and  in  a  little  while  it  was  calm  and 
clear.  I  felt  my  spirits  nmch  elate<l.  The 
propriety  of  the  expressicm,  '*  the  sunshine  of 
the  breast" ^   now   struck   me  with    peculiar 


miserable,  if  he  had  no  more  huiinets  or  interest  in  the  srcnes 
around  him  than  the  visiter  of  a  few  days  at  a  stranjrer'f 
house  can  have.  M'Kinnon  would  probably  have  been  more, 
and  with  more  reason,  ennuyf  in  Bolt  Court,  than  Johnson 
and  Boswell  were  at  Corru:hat.\rhin.  —  Choker. 

■'  (;ray'»  Ode  on  Ihe  Prvspect  i\f  Kiom  CMeae.     Ko  poet 
has,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  his  moras,  lurul^lied 
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force;  for  the  hrilliant  rays  pt^nelruted  into 
viy  very  eoul.  We  wctl*  all  in  better  huttioiLr 
tlian  iMjlorti.  Mrs.  M'Kinnon,  with  unafliitited 
hosjiitolity  iin«l  politt'iic.**,  cxprt'SSfd  her  haj>- 
pttiesjj  in  hiU'inM;  such  eompuny  in  her  h«>uai.% 
niid  Rppeiired  lo  understand  and  relish  Dr. 
Johrisou'a  tJonvursatjoM  ;  a&  indeed  all  the  eoni' 
pany  seemed  to  do.  When  I  knew  she  was  old 
Aw«f*6wr^»A'i  daughter,  1  ditl  not  wonder  at 
the  good  up[»earance  which  she  niAde. 

She  talked  aa  if  her  husband  and  family 
woidd  eniifi^ate,  rather  than  be  oppressed  by 
their  landlord  * ;  and  said,  '*  how  agi*eeable 
would  it  be,  if  these  gentlemen  should  come  in 
upon  us  when  we  are  in  Anieriesi."  Somebody 
observed,  that  Sir  Alexander  Maedonald  was 
always  frightened  at  sea,  Johnson.  "  He  is 
IrighLencd  at  sea  \  and  his  tenants  are  frigbt- 
eneii  when  he  eomes  to  land." 

We  resolved  to  set  out  directly  afler  break- 
fast. We  had  about  two  milea  to  ride  to  the 
sea  side,  aiid  there  we  expected  to  get  one  of 
the  boats  belonj^dng  to  the  fleet  of  bounty* 
herring-busses  then  on  the  coast.,  or  at  least  a 
good  country  fi!»hiiig  boat.  But  while  we  were 
preparing  to  set  out,  there  arrived  a  man  with 
the  following  card  '  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Donald 
M*  Queen :  — 

"  Mr.  M'Queco^  compliments  to  Mr.  Bi>sh'cU. 
and  begs  leave  lo  acquaint  him  th»t„  fearing  the 
want  of  a  proper  boat,  as  much  as  the  rain  of  yester- 
day, might  have  caused  a  stop,  he;  is  now  at  Skiaa- 
wden  with  MaiyiUichallum''s  *  carriage,  to  convey 
him  ami  Dr.  Johnson  to  Htuuiy,  where  they  will 
meet  with  a  most  hearty  welcome^  »iid  where  Mnc- 
Icod,  being  on  .i  \WiU  now  attends  their  motion*. 

••  Wednesday  afternoon.** 

This  card  was  moat  a^eeable;  it  was  a 
prologue  to  that  hospitable  and  truly  polite 
reception  which  we  fountl  at  Ra^ay,  In  a 
little  vrhde  arrived  Mr.  Donald  M'Queen  him- 
self; a  decent  minister,  an  elderly  man  with 
his  own^  bla<.^k  hair,  courteous^  and  rather  glow 
of  speech,  but  candid,  sentribleH,  and  well  in- 
formed, nay  learned.  AIoiijj;  with  him  came, 
as  our  pilot,  a  gentleman  whom  I  had  a  fjesit 
desire  lo  see,  Mr.  Mulcnlm  Miicleod,  one  of  the 
Eosay  family,  celebrated  in  the  year  1745-6. 
He  waa  now  sixty-two  years  of  age,  hale,  and 
well  proporticmrd,  —  with  a  manly  counte- 
nance^ tanned  by  the  weather,  yet  ha\  ing  a 
ruddiness  in  his  cheeks,  over  a  great  |wu't  of 
which  bb  rough   bt:ard   extended.      IJja   eye 


i«  which,  l>v 
tie  bfts  w ' 


1"" 


1  Itnitntjf.  .^r«nii«a. 
thf  fM-rlr«f  i«t  witlrb 


.  , ,         .,..    ....^■-  lioi   of 


was  quick  and  lively,  yet  his  look  was  not 
fierce,  but  he  appeared  at  onc«  &tta  and  goiid 
humoured.  Ue  wore  n  pair  of  brogues  \  tartan 
hose  which  came  up  only  near  to  his  kncv^s 
and  left  them  bare  ;  a  purple  CHmblet  kiJt^  ;  a 
black  waistcoat;  a  short  green  cloth  coat  bound 
with  gold  cord :  a  yeilowiah  bushy  w^ig ;  n 
large  blue  bonnet  with  a  gold  thread  button. 
I  never  saw  a  figure  that  gave  a  mfjre  j)erfecl 
reprcHentatioQ  of  a  Highland  gentleman.  I 
wished  much  to  have  a  picture  of  him  ju<«t  06 
he  was.  I  found  him  trank  and  poUley  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word. 

The  good  family  at  Corrichatachiti  said  they 
hoped  to  see  us  on  our  return.  W^e  ro<le 
down  lo  the  shore ;  but  Malcolm  walked  with 
grai'eful  jigility. 

^Ve  got  into  Rasay'g  carriage,  which  was  ■ 
good  strong  open  boat  made  in  Norway.  The 
wind  had  nnw  riseti  pretty  high,  and  was 
against  us;  but  we  had  four  stout  rowera, 
particularly  a  Maeleod,  a  robust,  lil  -  V.f,  ,;f-..,i 
iellow,  half  naked,  and  bareheadc  ig 

between  a  wdd  Indian  and  an   I     ,  ir. 

Dr.  Johnson  sat  high  on  the  steritf  like  a 
magniJicent  Triton*  Malcolm  sung  an  Er»c 
song '',  the  chorus  of  which  was  "  Uotuin 
foam  foam  eri^'*  with  words  of  his  own.  The 
tune  resembled  "  Owr  the  muir  among  the 
heather.  "  The  boatmen  and  Mr,  MH^ueen 
choruiied,  and  all  went  well.  At  length 
Malcolm  himself  t»3ok  an  oar,  and  rowed 
vigorously.  We  sailed  along  the  cowt  of 
Scalpo,  a  rugged  island,  about  four  miles  in 
length.  Dr.  Johnson  proposed  that  he  and  I 
should  buy  it,  and  found  a  good  st^hooh  and  an 
episcopal  church  (Malcolm  *  said  he  would 
come  to  it),  anrl  have  a  printing-press,  where  he 
would  print  all  tlie  Erse  that  could  be  found. 

Here  I  was  strongly  struck  with  our  long 
project-ed  scheme  of  visiting  the  Hebrides 
being  realised.  I  called  to  him,  **  We  are 
contending  with  seas;*'  which  I  think  wer« 
the  words  of  one  of  his  letters  to  me.  '*•  Not 
much,"  said  he ;  and  though  the  wind  made 
tlie  sea  loijh  considerably  u|»on  us,  he  \rii5  not 
discomposed.  Afler  we  were  out  of  the  Ahelter 
of  Scufpa,  and  in  the  sound  btitwcen  it  and 
Rosay,  which  extended  about  a  league,  the 
wind  made  the  «(^a  very  rough.  I  did  not  likv 
it"  JoHNSOM.  **Thi3  now  is  the  Atlantic. 
If  I  should  tell,  at  a  tea-table  in  London,  that 
I  have  crossed  tlie  Atlantic  in  on  npim  boat, 
how  they'd  shudder,  and  what  a  fool  ihcy'ii 


<niriiclV4Fii  to  "  II  rfUc)w"u!i,  tmihjr  wig  '"  unqrt  nf  the  co4(u1iid 
&f  "A  (fcrft-ct  Uitflilitnd  giMitlemut."  —  diosKR 

u*<  1  i  kilt*  into  blur,  KTtaa. 


Iff  —  r«mi«^ 


Mr, 


"  Jnliti>n„,  In  lib  Iplirri  to  Mr».  'Ilirtilf.tntlmaeM  ttut  Mr. 
Wpmm  h«ril1y  nMDDdlv     Buj^rU  wm  *  ciiuM  »ftlkir.->C<H>iLm. 
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think  me  to  expose  myself  to  such  danger !  ** 
He  then  repeated  Horace's  Ode  — 

"  Otium  divos  rogat  in  patent! 
Prensus  JEgvco .*'* 

In  the  confusion  and  hurry  of  this  boisterous 
sail,  Dr.  Johnson  s  spurs,  of  which  Joseph  had 
charge,  were  carried  overboard  into  tlie  sea, 
and  lost.     This  was  the  first  misfortune  that 
had  befallen   us.     Dr.  Johnson  was  a  little 
angry  at    first,    observing  that    "there  was 
something  wild  in  letting  a  pair  of  spurs  be 
carried  into  the  sea  out  of  a  boat ; "  but  then 
he  reraarke<l  "that,  as  Janes  the  naturalist 
had  said  upon  losing  his  pocket-book,  it  was 
rather  an  inconvenience  than  a  loss."     He  told 
us  he  now   recollected   that   he   dreamt  the 
night  before,  that  he  put  his  staff  into  a  river, 
and  chanced  to  let  it  go,  and  it  was  carried 
down  the  stream  and  lost.   "  So  now  you  see," 
said  he,  "  that  I  have  lost  my  spurs ;  and  this 
story  is  better  than  many  of  those  which  we 
have  concerning  second  sight  and  dreams."* 
Mr.   AI'Queen  said  he  did  not  believe  the 
second  sight;  that    he    never  met  with   any 
well-attested  instances ;  and  if  he  should,  he 
should  impute  them  to  chance;   because  all 
who    pretend    to   that   quality  often   fail    in 
their  prediction.*',  though   they   take  a  great 
scope,  and  sometimes  interpret  literally,  some- 
tunes  figuratively,  so  as  to  suit  the  events. 
He  told  us  that,  since  he  came  to  be  minister 
of  the  parish  where  he  now  is,  the  belief  of 
witchcraft,  or  charms,  was  very  common,  in- 
somuch that  he  had  many  prosecutions  before 
his  session  (the  parochial  ecclesiastical  court) 
against  women,  for  having  by  these  means 
c^irried  off  the  milk  from  people's  cows.     He 
disregarded  them ;  and  there  is  not  now  the 
letet  vestige  of  that  superstition.  He  preached 
■gainst  it ;  and  in  order  to  give  a  strong  proof 
to  the  people  that  there  was  nothing  in  it,  he 
8ud  from  the   pulpit,   that  every  woman   in 
the  parish  was  welcome  to  take  the  milk  from 
His  cows,  provided  she  did  not  touch  tbein.^ 

Dr.  Johnson  asked  him  as  to  Fingal.  He 
laid  he  couM  repeat  some  passages  in  the 
original ;  that  he  heard  his  grandfather  liad  a 
copy  of  it ;  but  that  he  could  not  affirm  that 
OiiUkTi  composed  all  that  poem  as  it  is  now 
published.  This  came  pretty  much  to  what 
Dr.  Johnson  had  maintamed*;  though  he  goes 
fiulher,  and  contends  that  it  is  no  better  than 
mch  an  epic  [>oem  .is  he  could  make  from  the 


>  "  Oitiirht  in  the  wide  .flgsan  teas. 

The  tailor  pray«  to  heaven  for  *ia«o." 

Hor.  Od.  n.lfi.-C. 

*  He  lost  hit  ftaffalso  toon  after.  —  Crokkr,  \MC,. 

*  Hu<*b  kpellt  are  itiU  believed  in.    A  lady  of  property  In 
Mall,  a  fri*^d  of  mine,  had  a  few  year*  tinco  much  difficulty 


b  fHcuiDf  rrom  the  iiuper«titiou*  fury  of  the  people,  an  old 
ed  a 

cf  aaiU.  hair,  arid  such  like  trash,  wrapt  in  a  lump  of  rlay. 


h  is  now  in  my 


Of "  .      - 

who  used  a  charm  to  injure  her  neiffhl>our's  cattle, 
nfcsfion,  and  conniaia  of  teathcrs,  pariugs 


WtiYVB  Scott. 

•  This  seems  the  common  sense  of  this  once  furious  con- 
trwersT.  —  Waltui    Scott.     See  anti,  p.  277.,  and  post, 


song  of  Robin  Hood;  that  is  to  say,  that, 
except  a  few  passages,  there  is  nothing  truly 
ancient  but  the  names  and  some  vague  tradi- 
tions. Mr.  McQueen  alleged  that  Homer  was 
made  up  of  detached  fragments.  Dr.  Johnson 
denied  this ;  observing,  that  it  had  been  one 
work  originally,  and  that  you  could  not  put  a 
book  of  the  Iliad  out  of  its  place ;  and  he 
believed  the  same  might  be  said  of  the 
Odyssey. 

The  approach  to  Raaay  was  very  pleasing. 
We  saw  before  us  a  beautiful  bay,  well  de- 
fended by  a  rocky  coast ;  a  good  family  man- 
sion ;  a  fine  verdure  about  it^  with  a  consider- 
able number  of  trees ;  and  beyond  it  hills  and 
mountains  in  ^adation  of  wildness.  Our 
boatmen  sung  with  great  spirit.  Dr.  Johnson 
observed,  that  naval  music  was  very  ancient. 
As  we  came  near  the  shore,  the  singmg  of  our 
rowers  was  8uccee<led  by  that  of  reapers,  who 
were  busy  at  work,  and  who  seemed  to  shout 
as  much  as  to  sing,  while  they  worked  with 
a  bounding  activity.  Just  as  we  landed,  I 
observed  a  cross,  or  rather  the  ruins  of  one, 
upon  a  rock,  which  had  to  me  a  pleasing  vestige 
of  religion.  I  perceived  a  large  company 
coming  out  fi^m  the  house.  We  met  them  as 
we  walked  up.  There  were  Rasay  himself; 
his  brother  Dr.  Macleod  \  his  nephew  the  Laird 
of  M^Rinnon ;  the  Laird  of  Macleod ;  Colonel 
Macleod  of  Talisker,  an  ofiicer  in  the  Dutch 
service,  a  very  genteel  man,  and  a  faithful 
branch  of  the  family ;  Mr.  Macleod  of  Mui- 
ravenside,  best  known  by  the  name  of  Sandie 
Macleod,  who  was  long  in  exile  on  account  of 
the  part  which  he  XoSl  in  1745 ;  and  several 
other  persons.  We  were  welcomed  upon  the 
green,  and  conducted  into  the  house,  where  we 
were  introduced  to  Lady  Rasay,  who  was 
surrounded  by  a  numerous  family,  consisting 
of  three  sons  and  ten  daughters.*  The  Laird  of 
Rasay  is  a  sensible,  polite,  and  most  hospitable 
gentleman.  I  was  told  that  his  island  of 
Rasay,  and  that  of  Rona  (from  which  the 
eldest  son  of  the  family  has  his  title),  and  a 
considerable  extent  of  land  which  he  has  in 
Sky,  do  not  altogether  yield  him  a  very  large 
revenue^;  and  yet  he  lives  in  groat  splendour; 
and  so  far  is  he  from  distressing  his  jMJople, 
that,  in  the  present  rage  for  emigration,  not  a 
man  has  left  his  estate. 

It  was  past  six  o'clock  when  we  arrived. 
Some  excellent  brandy  was  served  round  im- 
mediately,  according  to   the   custom   of    the 


»  ••  We  were,"  says  Johnson,  "  Introduced  Into  the  houso, 
which  one  of  the  company  called  the  *  Omrt  of  Raiay.'  with 
politeness  which  not  the  Court  of  VeriaiUes  could  bavo 
thought  defective."— L<//«T».  —  ('roker. 

6  Johnson  says,  "  The  money  which  Rasay  raises  from  all 
his  dominions,  which  contain,  at  least,  fifty  thousand  acres,  ts 
not  believed  to  exceed  2A(>/. ;  but  as  he  keeps  a  large  farm  in 
his  own  hands,  he  sells  every  year  a  great  number  of  cattle, 
which  adds  to  bis  revenue ;  and  bis  ladle  is  furnish"d  from 
the  farm  and  from  the  sea  with  very  little  ezpetiM,  except 
for  those  things  which  this  country  docs  not  produce,  and  of 
those  he  is  very  liberal.  The  wine  circulates  liberally,  and 
the  tea.  cniTee,  and  chocolate,  however  they  are  got,  are 
always  at  hand."  —  Letters.  —  Csokbk. 
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UiglilaTidi,  where  a  driim  la  generally  taken 
overy  dny.  Tliey  cttll  it  u  Acalch.  On  a  si<ic- 
boorti  w;i*  ]>lured  fnr  u?»  who  bad  come  ojV  tljie 
sen,  a  substtintiiil  dinner,  ami  a  vsmety  <if  wines. 
'J'liL'n  we  bud  eoflee  and  ten.  1  otiaerved  in 
the  roofu  several  elegantly  boijtid  books  nnd 
other  mark*  of  improved  lite.  Sfxjn  ultenvnnls 
R  fiddler  appeared,  and  a  Httle  biUl  be^au. 
Hiufajf  liiiiiijeU'  dbinced  with  us  much  spirit  as 
Aiiy  luaii,  .and  Malcolm  bounded  like  n  roe. 
Simdlo  MaelwKl,  who  has  at  tiineii  an  exocsaivo 
lb>w  oftpirit^,  and  hud  it  now,  was,  in  his  days 
of  ftbftcondujjr,  known  by  the  name  ofil/'Cnw- 
tick  \  which  it  seems  was  the  dcjstiiTiiil  Ifin  «>f  u 
kind  of  wild  man  iu  the  Highlands  aomethlnjf  l)c- 
tween  Pmteua  jmd  Don  Quixote ;  and  so  he  was 
enilcd  here.  He  made  nmeh  jovi»d  noise.  Dr. 
Johnson  W8W  so  delighted  with  this  scene,  that 
lie  aald,  *'  I  know  not  how  wc  shidl  get  away." 
It  entertained  rac  to  observe  him  sitting  by, 
while  we  danced,  soraetimea  in  deep  meditji- 
lion,  Houjetimes  smiling  eomplncently,  some- 
times looking  npon  Hooke's  Koman  History, 
and  sDtmUimes  talking  a  little.  ami<bst  the  noise 
of  the  biill,  to  Mr.  Donuld  M'Qneen,  who 
anjciously  galhere<l  knowledge  from  him.  He 
was  pleased  with  IM'Queen,  and  said  to  nio, 
*•  This  is  a  i^ritical  man.  Sir.  There  must 
be  "Treat  viu:our  of  mind  to  make  him  eultivalc 
lenrning  so  mneh  in  the  isle  of  Sky,  where  he 
luigbi  do  witliout  it.  It  Lj  wonderful  how 
many  of  the  new  publieations  he  has.  There 
mu?t  be  a  snatch  of  ever^  opportunity."  Mr. 
M'Quuen  told  me  that  his  brother  (whw  is  the 
fourth  generation  of  the  family  folio win^r  each 
other  m  miniiiters  of  the  parish  of  Snixort) 
ami  he  joined  tf^igether,  ant!  bouj^ht  iVom  time 
to  time  such  books  a»  had  renutation.  Soon 
after  w«'  eame  in,  a  bhiek  cock  and  gray  hen, 
which  hud  been  sbor»  were  shown-,  with  their 
feathers  on,  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  never 
seen  thai  species  of  bird  before.  AVehadu 
eorapany  of  thirty  at  supper  ;  and  all  was  goo<l 
humour  and  gaiety,  withont  intern jK^rance. 

Thursday,  S<^jJt.  9. —  At  breakfast  this 
morning,  among  a  profusion  of  other  things, 
there  were  oatcakes,  niade  of  what  is  called 
graddaned  meal,  that  is,  meal  made  of  grain 
ssej>araicd  from  the  husk^,  and  toasted  by  fire, 
instead  of  being  threshed  and  ktln-diled.  This 
eeems  to  be  bad  man;igement,  as  so  mueh 
lUMcr  19  consumed  by  it.  Mr  McQueen  how- 
ever defended  it,  by  siajing,  that  it  is  doing 
the  thin;^  much  quicker,  as  one  operation 
eirecta  what  ia  otherwise  done  by  two.  His 
chief  reason  however  was,  that  the  servants  in 


\:rxiii-l.-r   M 


Sky  are,  acenrdinj*  to  him,  a  fulihh^ss  pack, 
I  and  steal  what  tlipy  can  ;  so  that  much  ii»  saved 
(  by  the  corn  puffing  but  once  tlirough  their 
hand*,  as  at  each  time  they  pilfer  some.  It  ap- 
peiirs  to  irie^  that  the  grudd^ming  h  a  strong 
proof  of  the  liLziness  of  the  IJijihlandcrs  who 
will  rather  make  fire  act  for  them,  at  the 
expense  of  foiider,  than  labour  tJiem»<elvc«, 
There  was  also,  what  I  cunuot  help  disliking  at 
breakfa^st,  cheese  *  it  is  the  cii.*tom  over  all  the 
Highlands  to  have  it ;  and  it  oflen  emeUs  very 
strong,  and  poisons  to  a  ccrniJn  degree  lljc 
elegance  of  an  Ind'mn.  repast.  ^  The  day  was 
showery  ;  however,  Hasay  ami  I  took  a  Widk, 
and  had  some  cordial  conversation.  I  C(»n- 
ceivcd  a  more  than  ordinary  regard  for  this 
worthy  gentleman.  His  family  has  possessed 
this  island  above  four  hundred  years.  It  » 
the  remains  of  the  estate  of  Miudeod  of  Lewis 
whom  he  represents.  When  we  returned,  Dr. 
Johnson  walked  with  us  to  see  the  old  chapel. 
He  was  in  line  spirit*!.  He  «aid,  "This  i"* 
trulv  the  patriarchal  life:  this  Is  what  we  cumi; 
to  find." 

Ailer  dinner,  M^CruslicJt^  Malcolm,  and  I 
went  out  with  guns,  li»  try  if  we  could  find 
any  black-cock  ;  but  we  luid  no  5|>ort,  owing 
to  a  heavy  rain.  I  saw  here  what  is  called  a 
Danish  tort.  Our  evening  wup  pasised  as  la^it 
night  was.  One  of  our  company  *,  1  was 
told,   had   hurt   himself  by  too  much  study, 

{)arlicularly  of  infidel  metanhysicians,  of  which 
le  gave  a  proof  on  second  sight  being  men- 
tioned, lie  immcdiaicly  retailed  some  of  the 
fallacious  arguments  of  Voltaire  nnd  Hume 
»l,niiust  miracles  in  general.  Infidelity  in  a 
Highland  gcnth'man  appeared  to  me  fwculinrly 
olicnsive.  I  w^as  sorry  for  him,  as  he  hod 
otherwise  a  cood  character.  1  toM  Dr.  John- 
son that  he  had  studied  himself  into  infi«lclity. 
JoHxsoN.  '*  Then  he  must  study  himself  out 
of  it  again  :  tlmt  is  the  way.  Drinking  largcdr 
will  sober  him  again.** 

Friday y  Sent.  10.  —  Having  resolved  lo 
explore  the  isiantl  of  Kasay,  wluch  could  be 
done  only  on  foot,  I  last  night  obtained  my 
fellow-traveller's  permission  to  leave  him  for 
a  day,  he  being  unable  to  lake  so  hardy  a 
walk.  Old  Mr.  Malcolm  Maclood,  who  had 
obligingly  promised  to  accompany  me,  wa8 
at  my  bedside  between  five  and  sis.  1  sprang 
up  immediately ;  and  he  and  I,  attv!>'  'i  •'-  »wo 
other  gentlemen,  traversed  the  c»>  j^ir 

the  whole  of  this  day*  Thought'  :  ,  -ea 
over  not  less  than  lour  and  twenty  nulcs  of 
\^y   rugged   ground*   and    had   a    Highland 


rnifchipTQUf.    Almttndcr  Mftrlcod'i  prvrartou*  mndt  of  \m, 

8«  ItTT, 

'   Mr.  TJoiw.'ll    fMrs;i't6    thsit    tht-rc   wtrf  bmAkftitta  IjeFur* 

r  ii*d  been  uitrotliKvd; 

•  Talnkrt    but  lie  ««« 

in  alludni  to  wiu  tUc  IjilrU  bf  M.vl[Jtiii>uA* 


IllilUUl^      KJIIlCli. 


■ick.>i'ift   I 
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dance  on  the  top  of  Dun  Can,  the  highest 
mountain  in  the  island,  we  returned  in  the 
evening  not  at  all  fatigued,  and  piqued  our- 
Belvefl  at  not  being  outdone  at  the  ni^htlj 
ball  by  our  less  active  friends,  who  had  re- 
mained at  home. 

My  survey  of  Rasay  did  not  furnish  much 
which  can  interest  my  readers ;  I  shall  there- 
fore put  into  as  short  a  compass  as  I  can  the 
observations  upon  it,  which  I  find  re^stered 
in  my  journal.  It  is  about  fifteen  English 
miles  long  and  four  broad.  On  the  south 
side  is  the  Laird's  family  seat,  situated  on  a 
pleasing  low  spot.  The  old  tower  of  three 
stories,  mentioned  by  Martin,  was  taken  down 
soon  after  1746,  and  a  modern  house  sup- 
plies its  place.  There  are  very  good  grass- 
nelds  and  corn-lands  about  it,  well-dressed. 
I  observed,  however,  hardly  any  inclosures, 
except  a  good  garden  plentifully  stocked  with 
vegetables,  and  strawberries,  raspberries,  cur- 
rants, &c. 

On  one  of  the  rocks  just  where  we  landed, 
which  are  not  high,  there  is  rudely  carved  a 
square,  with  a  crucifix  in  the  middle.  Here, 
it  is  said,  the  Lairds  of  Rasay,  in  old  times, 
used  to  offer  up  their  devotions.  I  could 
not  approach  the  spot  without  a  grateful 
recollection  of  the  event  commemorated  by 
this  symbol. 

A  Tittle  from  the  shore,  westward,  is  a  kind 
of  subterraneous  house.  There  has  been  a 
natural  figure,  or  separation  of  the  rock, 
running  towards  the  sea,  which  has  been 
roofed  over  with  long  stones,  and  above  them 
turf  has  been  laid.  In  that  place  the  in- 
habitants used  to  keep  their  oars.  There 
are  a  number  of  trees  near  the  house,  which 
grow  well ;  some  of  them  of  a  pretty  good 
size.  They  are  mostly  plane  and  ash.  A 
iittle  to  the  west  of  the  house  is  an  old 
ruinous  chapel,  unroofed,  which  never  has 
been  very  curious.  We  here  saw  some  human 
bones  of  an  uncommon  size.  There  was  a 
heel-bone,  in  particular,  which  Dr.  Macleod 
said  was  such,  that  if  the  foot  was  in  pro- 
portion, it  must  have  been  twenty- seven 
inches  long.  Dr.  Johnson  would  not  look  at 
the  bones.  He  started  back  from  them  with 
a  striking  appearance  of  horror.'  Mr.  M'Queen 
told  us,  it  was  formerly  much  the  custom,  in 
these  i:<les,  to  have  human  bones  lying  above 
frround,  especially  in  the  windows  of  churches.* 
On  the  south  of  the  chapel  is  the  family 
burying-place.  Above  the  door,  on  the  east 
end  of  It,  is  a  small  bust  or  image  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  carved  upon  a  stone  which 
makes  part  of  the  wall.  There  is  no  church 
upon  the  island.    It  is  annexed  to  one  of  the 


I  Lord  StnweU  told  in«>,  that  on  tho  road  from  New. 
cu»\«  to  DcTwick,  Dr.  JohntOTi  and  he  paksed  a  cottage,  at 
tbemtraocc  of  which  werr  aet  up  two  or  thote  Rreat  bonct 
of  cbe  vbale,  which  ate  not  unfreqiiontJy  wen  In  maritime 
dIttiieU.  John«on  ezpreased  (treat  horror  at  the  tight  of 
IImm  bone*;   and  calud  the  people,  who  could  use  ■uch 


parishes  of  Sky ;  and  the  minister  comes  and 
preaches  either  in  JRaxay^s  house  or  some 
other  house,  on  certain  Sundays.  I  could  not 
but  value  the  family  seat  more,  for  having 
even  the  ruins  of  a  chapel  close  to  it.  There 
was  something  comfortable  in  the  thought  of 
being  so  near  a  piece  of  consecrated  ground. 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  "I  look  with  reverence 
upon  every  place  that  has  been  set  apart  for 
religion ;  **  and  he  kept  off  his  hat  while  he 
was  within  the  walls  of  the  chapel. 

The  eight  crosses,  which  Martin  mentions 
as  pyramids  for  deceased  ladies,  stood  in  a 
semicircular  line,  which  contained  within  it 
the  chapel.  They  marked  out  the  boundaries 
of  the  sacred  territory  within  which  an  asylum 
was  to  be  had.  One  of  them,  which  we  ob- 
served upon  our  landing,  made  the  first  point 
of  the  semicircle.  There  are  few  of  them 
now  remaining.  A  good  way  farther  north, 
there  is  a  row  of  buildings  about  four  feet 
high :  they  run  from  the  shore  on  the  east 
along  the  top  of  a  pretty  high  eminence,  and 
so  down  to  the  shore  on  the  west,  in  much 
the  same  direction  with  the  crosses.  Rasay 
took  them  to  be  the  marks  for  the  asylum; 
but  Malcolm  thought  them  to  be  false  sen- 
tinels, a  common  deception,  of  which  instances 
occur  in  Martin,  to  make  invaders  imagine 
an  island  better  guarded.  Mr.  Donald  M'Queen 
justlv,  in  my  opinion,  supposed  the  crosses 
whicli  form  the  inner  circle  to  be  the  church's 
landmarks. 

The  south  end  of  the  island  is  much  covered 
with  large  stones  or  rocky  strata.  The  Laird 
has  enclosed  and  planted  part  of  it  with  firs, 
and  he  showed  me  a  considerable  space  marked 
out  for  additional  plantations. 

Dun  Can  is  a  mountain  three  computed 
miles  from  the  Laird's  house.  Tiie  ascent  to 
it  is  by  consecutive  risings,  if  that  expression 
may  be  used  when  valleys  intervene,  so  that 
there  is  but  a  short  rise  at  once ;  but  it  is 
certainly  very  high  above  the  sea.  The  palm 
of  altitude  is  disputed  for  by  the  people  of 
Rasay  and  those  of  Sky  ;  the  former  contend- 
ing for  Dun  Can,  the  latter  for  the  mountains 
in  Sky,  over  ajrainst  it.  We  went  up  the  east 
side  of  Dun  Can  pretty  easily.  It  is  mostly 
rocks  all  around,  the  points  of  which  hem  the 
summit  of  it.  Sailors,  to  whom  it  was  a  good 
object  as  they  pass  along,  call  it  Kasay's  cap. 
Before  we  reached  this  mountain,  we  passed 
by  two  lakes.  Of  the  first  ^lalcolm  told  me  a 
stranire  fabulous  tradition,  lie  said,  there  was 
a  wild  beast  in  it,  a  sea-horse,  which  came  and 
devoured  a  man's  daughter ;  upon  which  the 
man  lij;hted  a  groat  fire,  and  had  a  sow  roasted 
at  it,  the  smell  of  which  attracted  the  monster. 


relics   of    mortality   as   an    omament,   mare    savages.  — 
Ckoker. 

*  It  is  perhaps  a  Celtic  custom ;  for  I  obserred  It  in  Ire- 
lind  ocrasionallf ,  especially  at  [the  ruined  abtiey  church  onj 
the  celebrated  promontory  of  Mucruss,  at  KilUrney.  — Wal- 
Tia  Scott. 
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In  the  fire  wos  put  ti  spit.  The  niatj  lay  con- 
cvnlud  buhiiid  n  low  wall  of  loose  stones,  and 
he  ha^l  au  avuuut;  fomied  for  the*  inoiiBter,  with 
two  rows  of  liiTge  tJat  stones,  which  extended 
from  tlie  fire  over  the  auiiuuit  of  the  hill,  till  it 
rca<:hL'<l  thi>  side  of  iho  looh.  The  monster 
ojime,  and  the  man  with  ihu  red-hot  Bf)it  do- 
strnycd  it,  M<dc*>lui  showed  nie  tlu;  little 
hidiuj^  phu'*?  and  tlm  rows  of  stones.  lie  did 
not  laugli  when  he  told  this  storv»  1  rerolket 
having  seen  in  the  Siota  Ma«j;iizine,  sevend 
years  ago,  a  p«>em  upon  a  similar  tule,  perhiu« 
the  saine*  transhited  from  the  Erse,  or  Irish, 
called  *'  Albin  ami  the  Daujrhter  of  Mey/*  * 

There  \a  a  large  trw^t  of  land,  possessed  as  a 
common,  in  Uasay.  They  have  no  regulations 
a^  to  the  numlxa*  of  cattle ;  every  man  put« 
ii|>on  it  as  many  as  he  chooses  From  Dun 
Can  northward,  till  you  reach  the  other  end  of 
the  island,  there  is  much  good  natural  pasture, 
ununcumbcred  by  stones.  We  paj*sed  over  a 
»pot  which  is  appropriated  for  the  exercising 
ground.  In  1745,  a  hundred  fighting  men 
were  rcviewetl  here,  as  Midcolm  told  niCH,  who 
was  one  of  tha  officers  that  led  them  (o  the 
field.  They  returned  home  all  but  aijout 
ftiurtcen.  tVhat  a  princely  xhm*r  is  it  to  be 
able  to  furnish  such  a  band!  Rimi^  has  the 
true  spirit  of  a  chief.  He  is,  without  exaggera- 
tion, a  lather  to  his  people. 

There  \s  plenty  of  limestone  in  the  island,  a 
great  qtiarry  of  frecistutie,  anil  some  natural  I 
wcwhU,  but  none  of  any  age,  as   they  cut  the  , 
tree*  for  common  country  uses.     The  lakes,  of  i 
which  there  are  many,  are  well  stocked  with  | 
troui.      Malcolm   catched  one    of    four   and 
twenty   pounds'  weight    in   the  loeb  next  to 
Pun  Can,  which,  by  the  way,  is  certainly  a 
Danish  name  K  bs  most  names  of  places   in 
these  inlands  are. 

The  old  fast  le,  in  which  the  family  of  Rn&ay 
formerly  resided,  la  situatetl  upon  a  roek  very 
near  the  sea.  The  rock  is  not  one  mass  of 
stone,  but  a  eongre^gation  of  pebbles  and  eartlif 
so  tirfft  that  it  does  not  appear  to  have  moul- 
dered. In  this  remnant  of  antiquity  I  found 
nothing  worthy  of  being  noticed,  except  a 
eitrtiiin  aecnmmodation  rarely  to  be  found  at 
the  modern  bouses  of  Seoilaml,  and  which  Dr. 
Johnson  and  I  sought  for  in  vain  at  the  Laird  of 
rOisay's  new  built  mansion,  where  nothing  else 
was  wanting.  I  took  the  liberty  to  tell  the 
Laird  it  was  a  shame  there  should  be  such  a 
deficiency  in  rivibsed  times.  He  acknowledged 
ihe  justice  of  the  remark.  But  perliaps  some 
generations  may  pass  before  the  w:mt  is  sup- 
plied.     Dr.  Johnson    observed  to  me,    how 


<    An  llebrltlrnti  Tvrtlnrt,  It  Would 
Prrirui  uiil  Andruiiit^ii.  —  CftOkRli. 

a     }l     ,.     <.|..,lfU     ,.,.      i: r     I    ..\\i,- 
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of  the  «tury  of 


L'   hi  litt  Luid,  uj    lUn: 
JttrtH't*  0/  lAfpro- 


(piietly  people  will  endure  an  evil,  which  thry 
might  at  any  time  very  easily  renu-dy  ;  and 
mentioned,  ju*  an  instiince,  tlmt  the  prc*»ent 
family  of  Rasay  had  possej?sed  tiie  islimd  for 
more  tlian  tour  hundred  years,  and  never 
made  a  commodious  landin^*placc,  thougli  ji 
few  men  with  pickaxes  might  have  rut  uu 
ascent  of  stairs  out  of  any  part  of  the  n»«^k  m 
a  week's  time-^ 

The  north  end  of  Rasay  is  as  rocky  as  the 
south  end.  From  it  1  saw  the  little  tale  of 
Fladda,  belonging  to  Rasay^  all  fine  green 
ground;  and  Rona,  which  iii  of  so  rucky  a  soil 
that  it  appears  to  be  a  p.ivement.  I  was  Itild, 
however,  that  it  hiis  a  great  deal  of  graw  in 
the  interstices.  The  Laird  has  it  all  in  his 
own  hands.  At  this  end  of  the  island  of  Knsny 
is  a  cave  in  a  striking  situation ;  it  is  in  « 
recess  of  a  great  cleft,  a  go<jd  way  up  0Mm  thf? 
sea,  BcfiLUNe  it  the  ocean  roars,  being  dashed 
against  monstrous  broken  rocks;  grand  and 
awful  propiupiucula.  On  the  right  hand  of  it 
is  a  longitudinal  CAve,  very  low  at  the  entrance, 
but  higher  as  y<m  advance.  The  sea  having 
scooped  it  out,  it  seems  strange  and  unaceounl- 
abk"  that  the  intei'ior  part,  where  the  water 
must  have  operated  with  less  force,  should  In? 
loftier  than  that  which  is  more  inmiedialcJy 
exposed  to  its  violence.  The  roof  of  it  is  all 
covered  with  a  kind  of  petrifactions  formed  by 
drops,  which  perpetually  distil  from  it.  The 
first  CAve  has  been  a  place  of  much  safety.  I 
find  a  great  liitficuny  in  describing  visiblo 
objects.  I  must  own  too,  that  the  old  eaaile 
and  cave,  like  many  other  things,  of  which  one 
hears  much,  did  not  answer  my  expei-lations. 
People  ore  every  where  apt  to  magnify  the 
curiosities  of  their  country. 

This  island  has  abundance  of  black  caitlG, 
sheep,  ond  gonts ;  a  good  many  hordes,  which 
are  used  tV»r  ploughing,  carrying  out  dunjr*  atid 
other  works  of  husbandry.  I  Iwlieve  tlic 
people  never  ride.  There  are  indeeil  no  rcuidit 
thrnugh  the  island,  unless  a  few  detacbed 
beaten  tract*  deserve  that  name.  Most  of  the 
houses  are  upon  the  shore;  so  that  all  t^e 
people  have  little  bouts  and  catch  fif^h.  There 
IS  great  plenty  i»f  potiitoes  here.  There  are 
blnck-cocJt  in  extrmndinary  abundance,  moor- 
fowl,  plover  and  wild  pigeons,  which  seemed  to 
me  to  be  the  same  as  we  have  in  iiigeoii'housea, 
in  their  state  of  nature,  Hamy  lias  no  pigeom- 
house.  There  are  no  hares  nor  rabbits  in  tlie 
island,  nor  was  there  ever  known  to  W  a  ft»x, 
till  last  year,  when  one  was  landed  on  it  by 
some  mabcious  person,  without  whose  aid  be 
could  not  have  got  thither,  as  that  anuiud  t> 


»  Tho.i 
fot  bnvth 


Kt  r«tii»urr<l  /7rtjrj^  and  li|>  itoenlort 
if  ttiiiMlri-1  vi'^4irt  wllhoul  rriidrHnr 


uiLuJiJi-nJ    lU  ii  Uarl  ul   IiiiIIiUj~)  |jiu1ii.^   iu  ki,-c|i  ihi;  lUtunLr) 
not  (sulJ}/  «cc««titilo."  — '  CpoltkM, 


-St.  64. 
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known  to  be  a  very  bad  swimmer.  He  has 
done  much  mischief.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
fish  caught  in  the  sea  round  Kasay;  it  is  a 
place  where  one  may  live  in  plenty,  and  even 
in  luxury.  There  are  no  deer ;  but  Rasay  told 
us  he  would  get  some. 

They  reckon  it  rains  nine  months  in  the  year 
in  this  island,  owing  to  its  being  directly  op- 
posite to  the  western  '  coast  of  Sky,  where  the 
watery  clouds  are  broken  by  high  mountains. 
The  hills  here,  and  indeed  all  the  heathy 
grounds  in  general,  aboimd  with  the  sweet- 
smelling  plant  which  the  Highlanders  call  gaul^ 
and  (I  think)  with  dwarf  juniper  in  man^ 
places.  There  is  enough  of  turf,  which  is  their 
fuel,  and  it  is  thought  there  is  a  mine  of  coal. 
Such  are  the  observations  which  I  made  ujMn 
the  island  of  Kasay,  upon  comparing  it  with 
the  description  given  by  Martin,  whose  book 
we  had  with  us. 

There  has  been  an  ancient  league  between 
the  families  of  Macdonald  and  Kasay.  When- 
ever the  head  of  either  family  dies,  his  sword 
is  given  to  the  head  of  the  other.  The  present 
Rajn^  has  the  late  Sir  James  Macdonald*s 
sword.  Old  Rasay  joined  the  Highland  army 
in  1745,  but  prudently  guarded  against  a  for- 
feiture, by  previously  conveying  his  estate  to 
the  present  gentleman,  his  eldest  son.  On 
that  occasion.  Sir  Alexander,  father  of  the  lat« 
Sir  James  Macdonald,  was  very  friendly  to 
bis  neighbour.  "  Don't  be  afraid,  Rasay" 
said  he,  **  m  use  all  my  interest  to  keep  you 
safe ;  and  if  your  estate  should  be  taken.  Til 
buy  it  for  the  family."  And  he  would  have 
done  it. 

Let  me  now  gather  some  gold  dust,  some 
more  fragments  of  Dr.  Johnson's  conversation, 
without  regard  to  order  of  time.  He  said, 
"  he  thought  very  highly  of  Bentley  ;  that  no 
man  now  went  so  far  in  the  kinds  of  learning 
that  he  cultivated ;  that  the  many  attacks  on 
him  were  owing  to  envy,  and  to  a  desire  of 
being  known,  by  being  in  competition  with 
such  a  man ;  that  it  was  safe  to  attack  him, 
because  he  never  answered  his  opponents  but 
let  them  die  away.  It  was  attacking  a  man 
who  would  not  beat  them,  because  his  beating 
them  would  make  them  live  the  longer.  And 
he  was  right  not  to  answer ;  for,  in  his  hazard- 
ous method  of  writing,  he  could  not  but  be 
ofcen  enou<rh  wrong ;  so  it  was  better  to  leave 
things  to  their  general  appearance,  than  own 
himself  to  have  erred  in  particulars."  He 
HUil,  "  Mallet  was  the  prettiest  dressed  puppet 
mbout  town,  and  always  kept  good  company. 


1  So  in  all  the  editions,  but  th«  rattfrn  const  of  Skjr  if  next 
to  RsMif .  Bnawell  meant  that  the  eattern  coast  of  Sky  is 
matymrd  of  Rasar .  —  Croku. 

t  8eeaM/r.  p.  4$.— C. 

>  The  lata  Genfral  Maclcod.  born  in  17»4.  In  IHG,  he 
CBterrd  the  army,  raising,  then,  an  independent  company, 
aad  In  I7>M.  the  second  battalion  of  the  forty-Recond,  which 
kc  led  to  India,  where  he  serred  with  great  distinction.  On 
hi*  return  borne,  he  became  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Inror- 
■CM,  as  his  grandfather  had  been  ;  but  so  far  from  extin- 
tbc  debt  OD  his  estate,  he  increased  it ;  for  though 


That,  from  his  way  of  talking,  he  saw,  and 
always  said,  that  he  had  not  written  any  part 
of  the  Life  of  the  Ihdte  of  Marlborough, 
though  perhans  he  intended  to  do  it  at  some 
time,  in  whicn  case  he  was  not  culpable  in 
taking  the  i>ension.  That  he  imagmed  the 
Duchess  furnished  the  materials  for  her  Apo- 
logy, which  Hooke  wrote,  and  Hooke  furnished 
the  words  and  the  order,  and  all  that  in  which 
the  art  of  writing  consists.  ITiat  the  Duchess 
had  not  superior  parts,  but  was  a  bold  irontless 
woman,  who  knew  how  to  make  the  most  of 
her  opportunities  in  life.  That  Hooke  got  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  writing  her  Apology. 
That  he  wondered  Hooke  should  have  been 
weak  enough  to  insert  so  profligate  a  maxim, 
as  that  to  tell  another's  secret  to  one's  friend 
is  no  breach  of  confidence ;  though  perhaps 
Hooke,  who  was  a  virtuous  man,  as  his  History 
shows,  and  did  not  wish  her  well,  though  he 
wrote  her  Apology,  might  see  its  ill  tendency, 
and  yet  insert  it  at  her  desire.*  He  was  acting 
only  ministerially."  I  apprehend,  however, 
that  Hooke  was  bound  to  K>ve  his  best  advice. 
I  speak  as  a  lawyer.  Though  I  have  ha(l 
clients  whose  causes  I  could  not,  as  a  private 
man,  approve;  yet,  if  I  undertook  them,  I 
would  not  do  anything  that  might  be  preju- 
dicial to  them,  even  at  their  desire,  without 
warning  them  of  their  danger. 

Saturday^  Sept.  11. — It  was  a  storm  of  wind 
and  rain,  so  we  could  not  set  out.  I  wrote 
some  of  this  journal,  and  talked  awhile  with 
Dr.  Johnson  in  his  r<x)m,  and  passed  the  day, 
I  cannot  well  say  how,  but  very  pleasantly.  I 
was  here  amused  to  find  Mr.  Cumberland's 
comedy  of  the  "  Fashionable  Lover,"  in  which 
he  has  very  well  drawn  a  Highland  character, 
Colin  Macleod,  of  the  same  name  with  the 
family  under  whose  roof  we  now  were.  Dr. 
Johnson  was  much  pleased  with  the  Laird  of 
Macleod  ^  who  is  indeed  a  most  promising 
youth,  and  with  a  noble  spirit  struggles  with 
dilKculties,  and  endeavours  to  preserve  his 
people.  He  has  been  left  with  an  incumbrance 
of  forty  thousand  pounds  debt-,  and  annuities 
to  the  amount  of  thirteen  hundred  pounds  a 
year.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  If  he  gets  the  better 
of  all  this,  he'll  be  a  hero ;  and  I  hoi>e  he  will. 
I  have  not  met  with  a  youn<r  man  who  had 
more  desire  to  learn,  or  who  has  learnt  more. 
I  have  seen  nobody  that  I  wish  more  to  do 
a  kindness  to  than  Macle<Hi."  Such  was  the 
honourable  eulogium  on  this  young  chieflain, 
pronounced  by  an  accurate  observer,  whose 
[)raise  was  never  lightly  bestowed. 


he  had  sold  a  great  tract  of  land  in  Harris,  ho  left  at  his 
dpath.  in   ISOI.    the  original  debt  of  .W.CKKV.   increased  to 

70,0()U/ C.      An  autobiographical    fVagment  by   Ceneral 

Macleod  was  communicated  to  me  by  that  gentleman's  son, 
the  late  M.P.  for  Sudbury,  and  nublishetl  In  the  Appendix  of 
my  first  edition  ;  but  too  hinall  a  part  of  it  relates  U*  Dr. 
Jolinson  to  allow  of  lis  introduction  into  this  compressed 
volume.  The  ftcneral.  with  much  compliment  to  tlie  charac- 
ter of  his  illu!ttrious  gii<-st,  complains  of  his  incredulity  as 
to  Ossian.  —  Crokkr,  iHtC 
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'I'hci'e  w  neither  Justice  of  [»eace  nor  consta- 
ble in  UasAV.  Sky  nas  Mr,  MatleiMl  of  Uliuisb, 
who  in  the  MierilT  tsubelitute^aud  no  tither  jutitice 
(tf  jiea<ic.  Th«2  want  of  the  execution  of  justice 
is  much  felt  among  the  islanders.  Ma<'leo<l 
very  sensibly  obKcrved,  that  taking'  away  fhe 
heritable  juris-diPtion*  had  not  Xmen  of  eueh 
st^rvice  in  the  islnndiS  as  was  ittia^ineil.  They 
hjMl  not  atdhtirity  euou-fh  in  lieu  of  tlioiu, 
AVhftt  eouUl  formerly  have  been  settled  at, 
once,  mufit  now  either  take  much  time  and 
tronble>  or  be  negleeted.  Dr,  Johxisou  said, 
"  A  countTy  U  in  a  bad  stjite,  which  k  go- 
verned only  by  hiws ;  because  a  thou&nnd 
things  ocetu"  for  which  laws  eannot  provide, 
mid  where  authority  ought  to  interpose.  Now 
destrovinfj  ihe  authority  of  the  chiefs  sets  the 
|>e<Mtle  li>«>se.     It  liid  not  pretend  to  bring  any 

rsitive  g'XKl,  but  only  to  cure  some  evil;  and 
uni  not  well  enough  acquainted  with  the 
country  to  know  what  de^ee  of  evil  the  heTit- 
mble  jurisdictious  occasioned."  I  maintained^ 
hardly  any ;  because  the  chiefs  generally  acted 
right,  for  tlieir  own  sakes. 

Dr.  Johu:$on  was  now  wishing  to  move. 
There  was  not  enoujjh  of  intellectual  enter- 
tainment for  him,  ailler  he  had  fiatisded  hifi 
ciiriositv,  which  he  did,  by  asking  cjuestions, 
till  he  had  ejjtliausted  the  ijiland ;  and  where 
there  wa*  so  numerous  a  eon^pany,  mostly 
youn«2f  people,  there  was  such  a  llow  of  familiar 
talii^  so  much  noi^%  anfl  so  much  ^nn^iiiu:  an<l 
dancing,  that  little  opf>f>rtunity  wa*  left  tor 
bin  enero^etic  coiiversntion.  He  seemed  sen- 
sible of  this ;  fur  when  I  toM  him  how  happy 
they  were  at  having  him  there,  he  said,  "'  i  et 
weliave  not  V«^en  able  to  ent^^^rtaJn  them  much/' 
I  was  fretted,  from  irritability  of  nerves,  by 
APCrmlick's  too  obstreperous  mirth.'     I  eom- 

Clained  of  it  to  my  friend,  observing  we  should 
e  better  if  he  was  gone.  *'No,  Sir,"  said  he. 
**  Re  puts  something  into  our  society,  and 
takes  nothing  out  of  it/'  Dr.  Johnson,  how- 
ever, had  »»cveral  opportunities  of  instructinji 
the  company;  but  1  am  sorry  to  say,  that  I 
did  not  pay  sufficient  attention  to  what  pa5ti«,'<i, 
as  his  discourse  now  turnetl  chiefly  on  me<dm- 
nicji^  ajjfricidture,  and  such  subjects  rather 
than  on  science  and  wit.  Last  night  Lady 
lt»say  showed  him  the  operation  of  wawkiiig 
cloth,  that  is,  thiekeniut?  it  in  l!ie  same  manner 
as  is  d(me  by  a  mill.  Here  it  h  performed  bv 
women,  who  kneel  upon  the  gn'ound,  and  ruli 
it  with  both  their  hands,  singing  an  Erse  son}^ 
all  the  time.  He  was  asking  tpjestion.s  while 
the^  were  perlbnniug  this  utjerntion,  and, 
amidst  their  loud  and  wild  howl,  his  voice  was 
heard  even  in  the  room  above. 


*    Slur    Un*i    iM^n    »i<mr>    lime    , 


t   I'lljiiiltilral'i.   t<ii    Mhli^lt    *fi«> 


il.i«tltiMi, 


They  dance  here  every  nigliL  The  «]ucen 
t>r  oui*  Vwdl  waa  the  eldest  Alisa  JMiicleod,  of 
Rasay,  an  elegant  well-bred  woman,  and  cele- 
brated for  her  Wauty  over  all  those  fegiona, 
by  the  name  of  Miss  Flora  RoMiy^  There 
seemed  to  be  no  jealousy,  no  dbcoutent  anum»» 
them ;  ami  the  gaiety  of  the  scene  was  such, 
that  I  for  a  moment  doubted  whether  utihap- 
ninesii  had  any  place  in  Uo^y.  Itut  my  dc- 
lu.sii>n  wa»  s<kui  disfielled,  by  recollecting  tlie 
following  lines  of  my  fellow-travelleT  :  ^ 

'•  Yil  liope  not  life  from  pain  or  dttngcr  ftoe, 
Of  lliink  t}>e  doom  of  man  reversed  for  thcc  f " 

Sunday^  Sept.  12. — It  was  a  beautiful  day, 
and  although  we  did  not  approve  of  tmvelliug 
on  Sunday,  we  reaolved  to  set  out,  as  we  were 
in  an  island  from  whence  one  must  take  occa- 
sion iw  it  serves.  Maclcod  and  Talifiker  sailed 
in  a  boat  of  Ra^^uy's  Ibr  8eon<ier,  lo  lake  the 
shortest  way  to  Dunvcjjan.  M'Ctu.\ltck  wrnt 
with  them  to  Scunser,  from  whence  he  wi»s  to 
go  to  Slate,  and  so  to  the  main  land,  We  were 
resolved  to  pay  a  visit  at  Kingjibui^h,  and  «ee 
the  celebrated  Miss  Flora  Mucdonalil,  who  is 
married  to  the  present  Mr.  Maoloiinid  4if 
Kingsburgh;  so  took  that  road,  tliou^jrh  nut  so 
near.  All  the  family,  but  Lady  KaKny,  walk«i 
down  to  the  shore  to  sec  us  depart,  iittxn^ 
himself  went  with  us  in  a  large  Wiat,  with 
eight  ours,  built  in  his  island ;  a^  did  Mr.  Jlnl- 
colm  MacleiMif  Mr.  Domdd  MH^uc^n.  Dr. 
Maeleod,  and  some  others.  We  had  a  uuiat 
pleasaut  sail  between  Riisay  and  Sky ;  and 
puased  by  a  cave,  where  Martin  says  fowls 
were  caught  by  lighting  fire  in  tJie  moulh  of 
it.  Malcolm  remembers  this.  But  it  la  uot 
now  practised,  as  few  to  wis  come  into  it. 

AVe  spoke  of  Deuth.  Dr.  Johnsoii  r»n  thk 
subject  observed,  that  the  boastings  of  »mMv 
men,  as  to  dying  easily,  were  idle  Uilk  '»  jjro- 
eeeding  from  partial  views.  I  mimtioncd 
Hawthornden's  Cypress  Grove,  where  it  U  said 
that  the  world  is  a  mere  show  ;  and  ij»»t  it  is 
unreat>otmble  for  a  man  to  wiah  to  continue  in 
a  show*n>oin  alter  he  has  seen  it.  Let  him  go 
cheerfully  out,  and  give  place  to  other  spec- 
tators.* JoiiKsoN.  *'  Yes,  Sir,  if  he  is  sure  ho 
is  to  be  well,  alltcr  he  goes  ont  of  it.  Hut  ii'  he 
is  to  grow  blind  after  he  goes  out  of  the  show- 
room, and  never  to  see  any  thing  ngain  ;  or  if 
he  does  not  know  wluther  he  is  to  go  next,  « 
mim  will  not  go  cheerfully  out  of  a  show-room. 
No  wise  maji  will  be  contented  la  die,  if  he 
thinks  he  is  to  go  into  a  state  of  piml  ' 
Niiy,  no  wise  man  will  be  contentcil  t 
he  thmks  he  is  to  fall  into  annihiLatLoM  .  ji.v 
however  unhappy  any  man's  exLstencAJ  may  b«# 


>  Sro  tmtw,  p,  81J.—  C. 
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he  jet  would  rather  have  it,  than  not  exist  at 
alL  No;  there  is  no  rational  principle  hj 
which  a  man  can  die  contented,  but  a  trust  in 
the  mercy  of  God,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ."  This  short  sermon,  delivered  with  an 
earnest  tone,  in  a  boat  upon  the  sea,  which 
was  perfectly  calm,  on  a  day  appropriated  to 
relipous  worship,  while  every  one  listened 
with  an  air  of  satisfaction,  had  a  most  pleasing 
effect  upon  my  mind. 

Pursuing  the  same  train  of  serious  reflection, 
he  added,  that  it  seemed  certain  that  happi- 
ness a)uld  not  be  found  in  this  life,  because  so 
many  had  tried  to  find  it,  in  such  a  variety  of 
ways,  and  had  not  found  it. 

We  reached  the  harbour  of  Portree,  in  Sky, 
which  is  a  large  and  good  one.  There  was 
lying  in  it  a  vessel  to  carry  off  the  emi^ants, 
odled  the  Nestor.  It  ma(le  a  short  settlement 
of  the  differences  between  a  chief  and  his 
dan: —  ' 

**  Nestor  componere  lites 


Inter  Peleiden  festinat  et  inter  Atriden." ' 

We  approached  her,  and  she  hoisted  her 
colours.  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  McQueen  re- 
mained in  the  boat :  Rasay  and  I,  and  the  rest, 
went  on  board  of  her.  She  was  a  very  pretty 
▼essd,  and,  as  we  were  told,  the  largest  in 
Clyde.  Mr.  Harrison,  the  captain,  showed  her 
to  us.  The  cabin  was  commodious,  and  even 
clf^ant.  There  was  a  little  library,  finely 
bound.  Portree  has  its  name  from  King 
James  the  Fifth  having  landed  there  in  his 
tour  through  the  Western  Isles,  ree  in  Erse 
being  king,  as  re  is  in  Italian ;  so  it  is  Port- 
Royal.*  There  was  here  a  tolerable  inn.  On 
our  landing,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  a 
letter  from  home ;  and  tnere  were  also  letters 
to  Dr.  Johnson  and  me,  from  Lord  Elibank, 
which  had  been  sent  after  us  from  Edinburgh. 
His  lordship's  letter  to  me  was  as  follows :  — 

LORD  ELIBANK  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  21  »t  August,  1773. 

•*  Dkaa  Boswell,  —  I  flew  to  Edinburgh  the 
iBoment  I  heard  of  Mr.  Johnson's  arrival ;  but  so 
•Ufective  was  roy  intelligence,  that  I  came  too  late. 

•*  Itis  but  justice  to  believe,  that  I  could  never 
^>rgiTe  mynelff  nor  deserve  to  be  forgiven  by  others, 
if  I  was  to  fail  in  any  mark  of  respect  to  that  very 
{reat  genius.  I  hold  him  in  the  highest  venera- 
^;  for  that  very  reason  I  was  resolved  to  take 
^  ii»re  in  the  merit,  perhaps  guilt,  of  enticing  him 
*0  honour  this  country  with  a  visit.  I  could  not 
Pcnuade  myself  there  wai  any  thing  in  Scotland 
Worthy  to  have  a  summer  of  Samuel  Johnson  be- 


'       "  Kntor 

To  reooncili*  the  angrjr  partie*  tries." 

Uor.  Epist.  i.  11.    Francis.  —  Crokeb. 

'  Wjiy  does  not  Mr.  Boswell  also  discover  that  port  is.  In 
*nr.  fortf  lodeed  I  suppose  that  the  original  Krse  was 
ttt  hngnafe  of  a  verr  poor  and  barbarous  people,  for  the 
"         for  the  principal  objects  of  commerce. 


Stowed  on  it ;  but  since  he  has  done  us  that  com- 
pliment, for  heaven's  sake  inform  me  of  your 
motions.  I  will  attend  them  most  religiously  ;  and 
though  I  should  regret  to  let  Mr.  Johnson  go  a 
mile  out  of  hb  way  on  my  account,  old  as  I  am  ',  I 
shall  be  glad  to  go  five  hundred  miles  to  enjoy  a 
day  of  his  company.  Have  the  charity  to  send  a 
council-post  *  with  intelligence ;  the  post  does  not 
suit  us  in  the  country.  At  any  rate,  write  to  me. 
I  will  attend  you  in  the  north,  when  I  shall  know 
where  to  find  you.  I  am,  my  dear  Boswell,  your 
sincerely  obedient  humble  servant,         Elirank." 


The  letter  to  Dr.  Johnson  was  in  these 
words :  — 

LORD  ELIBANK  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  DsAa  Sir, —  I  was  to  have  kissed  your  hands 
at  Edinburgh,  the  moment  I  heard  of  you,  but  you 
was  gone. 

••  I  hope  my  friend  Boswell  will  inform  me  of 
your  motions.  It  will  be  cruel  to  deprive  me  an 
instant  of  the  honour  of  attending  you.  As  I  value 
you  more  than  any  king  in  Christendom,  1  will 
perform  that  duty  with  infinitely  greater  alacrity 
than  any  courtier.  I  can  contribute  but  little  to 
your  entertainment ;  but  my  sincere  esteem  for  you 
gives  me  some  title  to  the  opportunity  of  express- 
ing it. 

**  I  dare  say  you  are  by  this  time  sensible  that 
things  are  pretty  much  tlie  same  as  when  Buchanan 
complained  of  being  bom  tolo  et  teculo  inerudito. 
Let  me  hear  of  you,  and  be  persuaded  that  none  of 
your  admirers  is  more  sincerely  devoted  to  you, 
than,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hum- 
ble servant,  Eubank." 

Dr.  Johnson,  on  the  following  Tuesday,  an- 
swered for  both  of  us,  thus : — 

JOHNSON  TO  LORD  ELIBANK. 

"  Skle,  Sept.  14.  1773. 

"  My  Lord,  —  On  the  rugged  shore  of  Skie  I 
had  the  honour  of  your  lordship's  letter,  and  can 
with  great  truth  declare  that  no  place  is  so  gloomy 
but  that  it  would  be  cheered  by  such  a  testimony 
of  regard,  from  a  mind  so  well  qualified  to  estimate 
characters,  and  to  deal  out  approbation  in  its  due 
proportions  If  I  have  more  than  my  share,  it  is 
your  lordship's  fault ;  for  I  have  always  reverenced 
your  judgment  too  much,  to  exalt  myself  in  your 
presence  by  any  false  pretensions. 

**  Mr.  Boswell  and  I  are  at  present  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  winds,  and  therefore  cannot  fix  the  time 
at  which  we  shall  have  the  honour  of  seeing  your 
lordship.  But  we  should  either  of  us  think  our- 
selves injured  by  the  supposition  that  we  would 


and  of  social  or  political  liTe,  seem  to  have  been  borrowed 
from  foreigners,  as  king,  port,  horse,  cow,  &c..  unless,  in- 
deed, as  some  philologers  imagine,  these  were  derived  from 
roots  common  tn  all  languages.  —  Crokeb. 

>  His  lordship  was  now  70,  having  been  bom  in  1703.  — 
Croker. 

*  A  term  in  Scotland  for  a  special  messenger,  such  as  was 
formerly  sent  with  despatches  by  the  Lords  uf  the  Council.  — 

BosWBLt. 
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tnis*  your  lonUhip^s  convcTsation  when  we  could 
cnjny  it ;  for  I  have  often  declared  that  1  nevvT  met 
you  witlmut  going  away  *  wiser  man.  I  am,  ray 
Lord»  your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most 
Uuroblc  »*nrttnt,  Sam,  Jouksok.'* 

At  Portree,  Mr.  Donald  M'Queen  went  U> 
church  and  officiated  in  Erse,  and  then  curae 
to  dinner.  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  resolved  that 
we  should  treat  the  company ,  so  1  pl.iyod  the 
landlord^  or  luiister  of  the  feaai^  having  pre- 
viously ordered  Joseph  to  pay  the  VjIIK 

Sir  James  Macdonald  intended  to  have  built 
a  village  here,  which  would  have  done  great 

food.  A  village  Is  Uke  a  heart  to  a  country, 
t  produces  a  perpetual  circulation,  and  pvea 
the  people  an  opportunitj  to  make  proht  of 
many  little  artieles,  which  would  otherwise  he 
in  a  good  meaisure  lost,  Wo  had  here  a  dinner, 
vt  prtthrea  nihil.  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  talk. 
When  we  were  about  to  denart,  we  found  that 
Rasay  had  been  beforehand  with  us,  and  that 
all  wa3  paid ;  I  would  fain  have  contested  tht* 
matter  with  him,  but  seeing  him  resolved,  I 
declined  it.  We  partetl  with  cordial  embraces 
from  him  and  worthy  Mtdcolui.  In  the  even- 
ing Dr.  Johnson  tind  I  remounted  our  horses, 
aeeompanied  bv  Mr.  MK^iueen  and  Dr.  Mac- 
h^d.  It  raineii  very  hard.  We  rode  what 
they  call  six  miles,  upon  Ramys  landd  in  Sky, 
in  'Dr.  Macleod's  house.  On  the  road  Dr. 
Johns<m  appeared  to  be  somevrhat  out  of 
spirits.  When  I  talked  of  our  meeting  Lord 
Llibtink,  he  said,  "  I  cannot  be  with  him  much. 
I  long  to  be  again  in  civilistHl  life;  but  can 
stay  but  a  short  while"  (he  meant  at  Edin- 
burgh). He  said,  "  Let  u*  go  to  Dunver^aii 
t^v-iiiorrow." — "Yes,"  said  I,  "if  it  is  not  a 
delu;ie.*'  **At  any  niteV  he  replied.  This 
showed  a  kind  of  fretful  impatience ;  nor  was 
It  to  be  wondered  at,  consiideriug  our  ilisaffreo- 
nble  ride.  1  feared  he  would  give  up  Mull 
and  IcolmkiU;  for  he  Raid  something  of  h\& 
iip]jn'lje!it*ions  of  being  detained  by  bad  weather 
in  ^'«>in>i  to  Mull  and  lova.  However,  I  hoped 
well.  We  had  a  dish  of  tea  at  Dr.  Macleod% 
who  had  a  pretty  good  bouse,  where  waa  lit^ 
brother,  a  half-|'>ay  officer.  Ills  lady  was  a 
polite!,  a^eeablc  woman.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  he 
wiis  }i;lad  U^  &ee  that  he  was  so  well  married, 
fi»r  h\?  had  an  esteem  for  phyaieians.  The 
doctor  accompanied  ub  to  Kuit^sbui-gh,  which 
is  called  a  mile  farther;  but  the  computation 


•  It  \t  »»«ti«d  In  the  *ccount  of  Ihe  rrbclUon.  jmblUhcil  tin- 
il(>rlS^   tltJo  (if  "  vfironjM*,'*  that  ihe   wb»  lln!  dsuKhtcr  of 

5|r      V,    ...<..,     .11      .....A..,,,.,    ..,  ,-..^fl.,<n.r,_,,.rn.,.r      ,,1    \r.-llr,n. 
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of  Sky  has  no  connection  whatcrer  with  real 
distance. 

I  was  highly  tjle.'wsed  to  see  Dr.  JohmoD 
safely  arrived  at  Kinf^sbur^h,  and  received  by 
the  hos])il»ble  Mr^  Maodonald,  who,  with  a 
most  respectful  attention,  suppjrted  him  into 
the  house.  Kiitgi^hur^h  was  eomplutA?ly  the 
figure  of  a  gallant  Highlander,  —  eJC  hi  biting 
"  the  gi'aceful  mien  and  manly  looks,"  which 
our  popular  Scotch  ston;:  hu»  justly  atlrib«tt?d 
to  that  character,  lie  hatl  Lis  tartan  plaltl 
thrown  about  him»  a  large  blue  bonnet  with  a 
knot  of  black  riband  like  a  cockade,  a  brown 
short  coat  of  a  kind  of  duffil,  a  tartan  waist- 
coat with  gold  buttons  and  gold  button*hole>t 
a  blu'ish  ptiillbe^,  and  tartan  hose.  Uc  hud  jet 
black  hair  tie<l  behind,  and  was  a  large  stately 
man,  with  a  steady  sensible  countenance. 

There  was  a  comfortable  parlour  with  a  good 
fire,  and  a  draro  went  round.     By  and  by  sun- 

fier  was  sej-ved,  at  which  there  apy>eared  tne 
atly  of  the  house,  the  celebrated  MJa^  Fixjra 
AL\CDowAi.i>,^  She  ia  a  little  woman,  of  a 
genteel  appearance,  and  uncommonlv  mild  and 
well  bred.  To  see  Dr.  Saumel  Johnson,  thy 
great  champion  of  the  English  Tories,  salute 
Mis»  Flora  Maedonald  iu  the  isle  oi  Sky.  wo^ 
a  striking  sitjbt;  for,  though  somewhat  win- 
genial  in  their  notionn,  it  was  rery  improbiible 
they  should  meet  here. 

IVliss  Flora  Maedonald  (for  50  1  shall  call 
her)  told  me^  she  heaird  upon  the  main  land,  as 
she  waH  returning  home  about  a  fortnight  be- 
fore, that  Ml  -  Boswell  waa  eominot  t*>  Sky,  and 
one  Mr.  Johnson,  a  young  English  butk^^  with 
him-  He  was  highly  entertained  with  thin 
fancy.  Giving  an  account  of  the  aflej-noon 
which  we  passed  at  Anock,  be  aaid,  "  I,  being 
a  buck^  hm.  Mi^s  in  to  make  tea,"  lie  waa 
rather  quiescent  to  night,  and  went  early  to 
bed.  I  wafi  In  a  eordlid  humour,  and  promoted 
a  cheerful  glass.  The  punch  was  exccUent. 
lloneat  Mr.  M'Queen  observed  that  I  was  in 
high  glee,  **  my  goverfwr  being  p^ne  to  bed*" 
Yet  in  reality  my  heart  wad  gneved,  when  1 
recollected  that  Kingsbttrgh  was  embarrassed 
in  his  siTalrs,  and  intended  to  go  to  America- 
However,  nothing  but  what  was  l-  ' '  "  pre- 
sent, and  I  pleas^  myself  in  tli  t  fco 
spirited  a  man  would  be  well  e\  t.  ,  .  J 
slept  in  the  same  room  with  Dr.  Johnson^ 
Each  had  a  neat  bed,  with  tartan  curtaiit«i>  in 
an  upper  chamber. 


in«  |.*«»ii..    Pill 
tthoti^tit  rvoncif  li 
whatcTvr  rfj,'ard 

'Iff         '  '  ' 


poor,  aiui   dreftiinartn  try  thtlr  forlTine    Ih   j\TrtcrtCJi.     Sic 
rcrum  Tolritur  orl*l»."  —  Lfttrn.     Thrj-   did   emiKniM  ta 


Wr  ifiaJI  Mw  jHTtciiUy  thai  kbr  •niactm 
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Monday,  Sept,  13.  —  The  room  where  we  lay 
WM  a  celebrated  one.  Dr.  Johnson^s  bed  was 
the  Tcry  bed '  in  which  the  pandson  of  the  ! 
unfortunate  King  James  the  Second  *  lay,  on  ' 
one  of  the  nights  ailer  the  failure  of  his  rash 
attempt  in  1745-6,  while  he  was  eluding  the 
pursmt  of  the  emissaries  of  government,  which 
Dad  offered  thirty  thousand  pounds  as  a  re- 
wsrd  for  apprehending  him.  To  see  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnson  lying  in  that  bed,  in  the  isle 
of  Sky,  in  the  house  of  Miss  Flora  Macdonald, 
struck  me  with  such  a  group  of  ideas  as  it  is 
not  easy  for  words  to  describe,  as  they  passed 
throueh  the  mind.  He  smiled,  and  said,  "I 
have  had  no  ambitious  thoughts  ip  it.** '  The 
room  was  decorated  with  a  great  yariety  of 
maps  and  prints.  Amonff  others,  was  Hogarth's 
print  of  Wilkes  grinning,  with  the  cap  of 
liberty  on  a  pole  by  him.  That,  too,  was  a 
curious  circumstance  in  the  scene  this  morn- 
ing ;  such  a  contrast  was  Wilkes  to  the  above 
group.  It  reminded  me  of  Sir  William  Cham- 
ben*8  "Account  of  Oriental  Grardening,'*  in 
which,  we  are  told,  all  odd,  strange,  ugly,  and 
even  terrible  objects,  are  introduced  for  the 
sake  of  variety ;  a  wild  extravagance  of  taste 
which  is  so  well  ridiculed  in  uie  celebrated 
Epistle  to  him.<  The  following  lines  of  that 
poem  inmiediately  occurred  to  me : — 

"  Here  too,  O  king  of  vengeance  I  in  thy  fane, 
Tremendons  WUkes  shaU  rattle  bis  gold  chain." 

Upon  the  table  in  our  room  I  found  in  the 
momiitf  a  slip  of  paper,  on  which  Dr.  Johnson 
had  written  with  his  pencil  these  words : — 


>  In  the  examination  of  Ki»gsb«rgh  and  hit  wife,  by  Cap- 
tain Ferguitone  of  the  Furnace  man  of  war,  relative  to  this 
a&lr,  FergUfftone  aaked  "  where  Miu  Flora,  and  the  person 
fa  woman's  clothes,  who  was  with  her.  lav  ?  "  Kingsburgk 
with  gentlemanly  spirit,  "  He  knew  where  Miss 


Flora  lay  t  but  as  for  servants,  he  nerer  asked  any  questions 
about  tnem.**  The  captain  then,  bruUUy  enough,  aaked 
Mrs.  Maodmiald  *'  whether  she  laid  the  young  Pretender  and 
MiM  Flora  In  the  same  bed  ? "  She  answered  with  great 
Icaper  and  readiness,  **  Sir,  whom  you  mean  by  the  young 
Pretender,  I  do  not  pretend  to  guess  ;  but  1  can  assure  you 
a  Is  not  the  fashion  in  Sky  to  lay  tnistreis  and  maid  in  the 
MM  bed  together."  The  captain  then  desired  to  see  the 
fooBS  where  tbey  lay.  and  shrewdly  enough  remarked  that 
the  room  wherein  the  supposed  maid-serrant  lay  was  better 
tkaa  that  of  her  mistress.  —  A$canius.  —  Ckorbr. 

>  I  do  not  call  him  the  Prince  oftVaUt,  or  tJke  Princt,  be- 
caoac  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  right  wliich  the  house  of 
Stuart  bad  to  the  ibrone  Is  extinguished.  I  do  not  call  him 
tl»  Pntender,  because  it  appears  to  me  as  an  Insult  to  one 
»bo  Is  still  alive,  and,  I  suppose,  thinks  very  diflerently.  It 
ttay  be  a  parliamentan^  expression  ;  but  it  is  not  a  gentle- 
•aiily expression.  1  know,  and  I  exult  in  having  it  in  my 
power  to  tell,  that  "  the  only  person  in  the  world  who  is  en- 
ntlad  to  be  offended  at  this  delicacy  thinks  and  feels  as  I  do ;" 
•ad  has  liberality  of  mind  and  generosity  of  sentiment  enciugh 
tkawroTe  of  my  tenderness  for  what  even  hat  been  blood 
>«yH.  That  b«  is  a  prince  by  courtesv  cannot  he  denied ; 
Srwwe  lui  mother  was  the  daughter  or  Sobicsky,  King  of 


_  shall,  therefore,  on  that  account  alone,  difitingxitjih 

Ma  fay  the  name  of  Prince  Charles  Edward.  —  Boswkll.  The 
maraaity  of  King  George  the  Third,  alluded  to  in  this  note, 
aasfgllowed  up  hj  his  successor,  who  caused  a  monument  to 
W  «eelad  over  the  remains  of  the  Cardinal  of  York,  in  whom 


«  Quantum  cedat  virtutibus  aurum."  ' 

What  he  meant  by  writinc;  them  I  could  not 
tell.*  He  had  caught  cold  a  day  or  two  ago, 
and  the  rain  yesterday  having  made  it  worse, 
he  was  become  very  deaf.  At  breakfast  he 
said,  he  would  have  ^ven  a  good  deal  rather 
than  not  have  lain  in  that  bed.  I  owned  he 
was  the  luckv  man ;  and  observed,  that  without 
doubt  it  had  been  contrived  between  Mrs.  Mac- 
donald  and  him.  She  seemed  to  acquiesce; 
adding,  "You  know  young  bwckt  are  always 
favourites  of  the  ladies."  He  spoke  of  Prince 
Charles  beinz  here,  and  asked  Mrs.  Macdonald 
"  Who  was  with  him  ?  We  were  told.  Madam, 
in  England,  there  was  one  Miss  Flora  Mac- 
donald with  him."  She  said,  "  they  were  very 
right  ;**  and  perceiving  Dr.  Johnson*B  curiosity, 
though  he  had  delicacy  enough  not  to  question 
her,  very  obligingly  entertained  him  with  a 
recital  of  the  particulars  which  she  herself 
knew  of  that  escape,  which  does  so  much 
honour  to  the  humanity,  fidelity,  and  generosity 
of  the  Highlanders.  Dr.  Johnson  bstened  to 
her  with  ^cid  attention,  and  said,  "  All  this 
should  be  written  down." 

From  what  she  told  us,  and  from  what  I  was 
told  by  others  personally  concerned,  and  from 
a  paper  of  information  which  Ratay  was  so 
good  as  to  send  me,  at  my  desire,  I  have  com- 
piled an  abstract,  which,  as  it  contains  some 
curious  anecdotes,  will,  I  imagine,  not  be  un- 
interesting to  my  readers,  and  even,  perhaps, 
be  of  some  use  to  future  historians. 


the  line  of  James  the  Second  ended.  It  was  a  liberal  and 
Judicious  tribute  to  private  and  to  public  feeltne :  the  political 
danger  had  been  extineuished  for  more  than  half  a  century; 
and  the  claims  of  kindred,  and  the  honour  of  the  English 
name,  not  only  justified,  but  seemed  to  require  such  an  exer- 
cise of  royal  generosity.  —  Crokeb. 

3  This,  perhaps,  was  said  in  allusion  to  some  lines  ascribed 
to  Pope,  on  his  Iyi"fc<  &'  'o^n  Duke  of  Argyle's,  at  Adder- 
bury,  in  the  same  bed  in  which  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochester, 
had  slept :  — 

*'  With  no  poetic  ardour  fired, 

I  press  the  bed  where  Wilmot  lay ; 
That  here  he  lived,  or  here  expired. 
Begets  no  numbers,  grave  or  gay."  —  Boswxll. 

*  The  Heroic  Epistle  to  Sir  William  Chambers,  by  Mason, 
and.  as  I  think.  Horace  Walnole,  had  Just  appeared.  A  pub- 
lished letter  of  Walpole  to  Mason  seems  to  prove  that  it  was 
aitoffcthcr  Mason's.  But  I  have  seen  another  letter  of  Hal- 
pole  s  to  Mason  that  satisfies  me  that  it  was  a  Joint  produc- 
tion —  Walpole  perhaps  supplying  the  points,  and  Mason  the 
portry.  —  CaoKBR.  1831.     1846. 

^  "  With  virtue  weigh'd,  what  worthless  trash  is  gold  !"— 

BUSWELL. 

^  Since  the  first  edition  of  this  book,  an  ingenious  friend 
has  observed  to  me,  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  probably  be«*n 
thinking  on  the  reward  which  was  offered  by  government  for 
the  apprehension  of  Uie  grandson  of  Kiug  James  II.,  and 
that  he  meant  bv  these  words  to  express  his  adroitiUion  of  the 
Highlanders,  wtiose  fidelity  and  attachment  had  resisted  the 

f olden   temptation   that  had   been  held  out  to  them — 
lOSWELL. 
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Adfenturta  oft/u  Prttendrr, 

Prisci!  Ciiables  Edward,  after  tho  battle  of 
CuIltKloii,  w.'is  tunvovGii  to  what.  13  culled  the 
Long  Ishiml,  where  he  lay  for  soinL*  time  coii- 
ct'tiled.    But  iutii.'lli»ii.M»ce  huviii^;  Iteon  obtiimeil 
where  ho  wsis,  aiul  a  number  of  troops  hjivinj? 
come  ill  qticot  of  hiui,   it  becAnie  absolutely 
noeessftry  lor  him  to  ouit  that  country  without 
delay.     m'\m  Fl(»nj,  Mucdon:Ud,  then  a  yining 
Iml),  anirajited  by  whnt  )ihe  lliou^ht  the  sacred 
principle  of  loyulty,  otfered^  with  the  magnit- 
niuiity  of  a  heroine,   U>  aet^otapauy  him  in   hh 
open  l>oat  to  Sky*  though  ihc  couat  thev  were 
to  cjuit  was  ^uiirded  by   ships.      He  dreasod 
liiiiihelf  in  women's  clothe*,  and  paiised  aa  her 
supposed  miiid,  by  the  nauic  of  Jjetly  Bourke, 
jui   Irisb  girL      'They   |j;ot   off    undiseovered, 
thou';li  BcvfriU  shots  were  fired  to  bring  tbem 
to,  and  landed  at  Mugatot,    the  fieat  of   Sir 
Alexander   Mucdonald.      Sir  Alexander  was 
tliori   at   Fort   Augustus,  with   the  Duke   of 
Cumberland;    but    his   lady   wa*    at    home. 
Prince  Charles  took  his  post  upon  a  hill  near  I 
the  himse.    Flora  ^NfsM'diinald  waited  ou  Lady  j 
Margaret  \  and  nequaijited  her  of  tlie  enter-  ] 
prise  in  which  she  wm>  cugajfed.    Her  ladyship,  | 
whose  active  Iteoevolence  was  ever  seconded  ; 
by  supexior  t;%lcnUs  showed  a  f>erfoct  presence 
of  luuid  and  readiness  of  invention,  and  at 
once  settled  that   Prince  Charles   fshould    be  ' 
conducted    to   old   Ramyi^   who    was    himself 
concealed  with  some  select  friends.     The  plan 
was    instJindy  couuuunicated  to  Kina^sburgk^ 
who  WHS  despatched  to  the  hill  to  inform  the 
wanderer,  and  carry  hini  refreshments.    When 
Kin^nburgh  ap[)roached,  ho  startetl    up,    and 
advanced,  holdint?  a  lar^re  knotted  stick,  and 
in  appearance  ready  to  knock  him  down,  till  j 
be  n\y\^   "I  am    ^fucdonuM   of  Kingsburgh,  ! 
come  to  serve  yoiir  Ili;ihue*is,'*     The  wanflercr 
answered,  **  It  is  well,"  and  was  satisfied  with  j 
the  plun«  j 

Flora  Macdonald  ditied  with  the  Lady 
Margaret,  at  whose  table  there  sat  an  officer 
of  the  army,  stationed  here  with  n  party  of  I 
soldiers  t<i  watch  tor  Prince  Charles  in  ruse 
of  bis  flying  to  the  L^le  of  Sky.  She  aft^-r-  | 
wards  orteu  laughed  in  good  humour  with  this 
ffentleniau   on  lier  having   so   well   deceived 

AAer  dinner,  Flora  Mac^lonaJd  on  horseback. 


and  her  supposed  maid,  and  KingKbttrf^h^  with  a 
servant    carrying    some   linen,    all    on    foot, 

froceeded  towards  that  gentleman^s  houw*, 
Jpon  the  road  was  a  suiail  rivulet  which  they 
were  obliged  to  cross.  The  wanderer,  forcet- 
ting  his  ut^umed  sex,  that  his  clothes  mi^ht 
iiot  be  wet,  held  them  up  a  great  deal  t<oo  high. 
Kingshurgk  mentionefl  this  to  him,  observing, 
it  might  make  a  discovery.  He  said  lie  would 
be  more  ciirefid  for  the  future.  He  was  an 
good  as  his  word  ;  for  the  next  brcjtok  they 
crojise<l  be  did  not  hold  up  hii»  clothes  nt  all, 
but  let  them  float  upon  the  water.  He  was 
very  awkward  in  his  female  dress.  His  six.t 
wa^  so  large,  and  hts  strides  so  great,  that 
some  women  whom  they  met  rcportc*!  that  they 
had  seen  a  very  big  woman,  who  b.n>ked  like  a 
man  in  women's  clothes,  and  that  ncrhopn  it 
was  (a.*t  tliey  expressed  themitulves)  the  Prince^ 
after  whom  so  much  search  was  making* 

At  Kingsburgh  he  met  with  a  most  cordiil 
reception;  seemed  gay  at  wuppcr,  and  aft<*r 
it  indulgeii  himself  in  a  cheerful  gfa>s  with  his 
wortliy  host.  As  he  had  not  had  his  clothes 
off  for  a  long  time,  the.  comfort  of  a  good  bed 
was  highly  relished  by  him,  and  he  slept 
soundly  till  next  day  at  one  o'clock. 

The  MUtress  of  Corricbatachin  told  mc*  that 
in  the  forenoon  she  went  into  her  fatherV 
room,  who  was  also  in  bed,  and  suggested  to 
him  her  apprehensions  that  a  party  of  the 
military  might  come  uj>,  and  that  bis  guest  and 
he  had  better  not  remain  here  too  long.  Her 
father  said,  **  Let  the  poor  man  repose  himselT 
after  bis  fatigues !  and  as  for  me,  1  enre  not, 
though  they  take  off  this  oM  grey  head  ten  or 
eleven  years  sooner  than  I  should  die  in  the 
cour^ie  of  nature."  He  then  wriippcd  himself 
iu  the  bed-clothes,  and  again  fell  fust  asWp. 

On  the  aftermwn  of  that  day,  the  wanden'r* 
still  in  the  same  dress,  set  out  for  Portree, 
with  Flora  Macdonahl  and  a  nmn-»ervttnt* 
His  shoes  being  very  bad,  Kttig^dmrgh  provided 
him  with  a  new  pair,  and  taking  up  lh<^  old 
ones,  said,  ^*  I  will  taith fully  keep  them  till  voii 
are  safely  settled  in  St,  James  s.  T  will  then 
intro<lurc  myself  by  shakiug  them  at  you,  to 
put  you  in  mind  of  yi)ur  night's  enlcrtainmcnt 
and  protection  under  ray  root."  He  smiled, 
and  said,  "  Be  as  good  as  your  won!  t " 
Kingithtirch  kept  the  shoes  as  long  as  he  livc«l. 
After  his  death,  a  zealous  Jacobite  gentlcnuui 
gave  twenty  guineas  for  them. 

Old  JMrs.  Mncdonald,  after  her  ffMe*t  harl 
left  the  house-,  t<K>k  tlie  wheels  in  which  be  bad 
lain,  folded  ihem  carefidly,  and  diargcMl  lier 
daughter  ibat  they  should  be  kept  unwa^hi^l, 
and  that,  when  she  died,  her  body  should  be 


I  Sh<»  *r*t*  dflttfrhtrrrtf  ttir  ntnttt  Pur!  of  FpltntOTm,  .in^t      prlnrrtj,  who.  wbrn  itir-  T4<3im.t  vbst  ihntfi  *tir<  I.ii1  <r«l<^  te 

,llMt  ',     '-,.',■'-    ^        T-           —  ,       ■        -  ~        .■             ,-,•■■                                             ■        .  ,         ,,,    ,„. 

«»;'■  '  ■  - ' ^-1  "  y^ 

Mil'  iTvi'Uin.  tijid  be  rnrni*  tn  > ,  f^ 

will''  IJtT  ?     i  hujta — t  am   infi  *• 

•run-.   '      .      _     I       ,    __-_  ^  ..    -    .   -J    .      ..    , ,.     .....        /,-..._     ..    .J 
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wrapper!  in  them  as  a  winding  sheet.  Her  will 
was  religiously  observed. 

Upon  the  road  to  Portree,  Prince  Charles 
changed  his  dress,  and  put  on  man's  clothes 
a^ain ;  a  tartan  short  coat  and  waistcoat,  with 
nnilibeg  and  short  hose,  a  plaid,  and  a  wig  and 
Donnet. 

Mr.  Donald  McDonald,  called  Donald  Roy, 
had  been  sent  express  to  the  present  laird  [Ra- 
saj],  who  was  at  that  time  at  his  sister's  house, 
about  three  miles  from  Portree,  attending  his 
brother.  Dr.  Macleod,  who  was  recovering  of 
a  wound  he  had  received  at  the  battle  of  Cul- 
loden.  Mr.  McDonald  conmiunicatcd  to  young 
Rasajf  the  plan  of  conveying  the  wanderer 
to  where  old  Rasay  was ;  but  was  told  that  old 
Riuuiy  had  fled  to  Rnoidart,  a  part  of 
Olengarnii  estate.  There  was  then  a  dilemna 
what  should  be  done.  Donald  Boy  proposed 
that  he  shoidd  conduct  the  wanderer  to  the 
niun  land ;  but  young  Raxay  thought  it  too 
dangerous  at  that  time,  and  said  it  would  be 
better  to  conceal  him  in  the  island  of  Rasay, 
till  old  Raaay  could  be  Informed  where  he  was, 
and  give  his  advice  what  was  best.  But  the 
difficulty  was,  how  to  get  him  to  Rasay.  They 
could  not  trust  a  Portree  crew,  and  all  the 
Rasay  boats  had  been  destroyed,  or  carried  off 
by  the  military,  except  two  belonging  to 
^lalcolm  Macleod,  which  he  had  concealed 
somewhere. 

Dr.  Macleod,  beini?  informed  of  this  diffi- 
culty, said  he  would  risk  his  life  once  more  for 
Prince  Charles ;  and  it  having  occurred,  that 
there  was  a  little  boat  upon  a  freshwater  lake 
in  the  neighbourhood,  young  Rasay  and  Dr. 
Macleod,  with  the  help  of  some  women, 
brought  it  to  the  sea,  by  extraordinary  exer- 
tion, across  a  Highland  mile  of  land,  one  half 
of  which  was  bog,  and  the  other  a  steep 
precipice. 

These  gallant  brothers,  with  the  assistance  of 
one  little  boy,  rowed  the  small  boat  to  Rasay, 
"where  they  were  to  endeavour  to  find  Captam 
^Liclcoil,  as  Malcolm  was  then  called,  and  get 
c»ne  of  his  good  boats,  with  which  they  might 
return  to  Portree,  and  receive  the  wanderer ; 
^r,  in  case  of  not  finding  him,  they  were  to 
make  the  small  boat  serve,  though  the  danger 
wa<  considerable. 

Fortunately,  on  their  first  landing,  they 
found  their  cousin  Malcolm,  who,  with  the 
litmost  alacrity,  got  ready  one  of  his  boats, 
with  two  strong  men,  John  M'Kenzie  and 
Donald  M*Friar.  Malcolm,  being  the  oldest 
man,  and  most  cautious,  said,  that  as  young 
Ramy  had  not  hitherto  appeared  in  the 
unfortunate  bui*iness,  he  ought  not  to  run  any 
ri>k ;  but  that  Dr.  Macleod  and  himself,  who 
w.»re  alreatly  publicly  eng:i;;ed,  should  go  on 
this  expedition.  Young  Ramy  answered,  with 
tn  oatn,  that  he  would  go  at  the  risk  of  his 
life  and  fortune  "  In  Gixl's  name  then,"  said 
Malcolm,  "let  us  pnxieed."  The  two  boatmen, 
however,  now  stopped  short,  till  they  should 


be  informed  of  their  destination ;  and  M*Kenzie 
declared  he  would  not  move  an  oar  till  he 
knew  where  they  were  going.  Upon  which 
they  were  both  sworn  to  secrecy ;  and  the 
business  being  imparted  to  them,  they  were 
eager  to  put  off  to  sea  without  loss  of  time. 
The  boat  soon  landed  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  inn  at  Portree. 

All  this  was  negotiated  before  the  wanderer 
got  forward  to  Portree.  !Malcolm  Macleod 
and  MTriar  were  despatched  to  look  for  him. 
In  a  short  time  he  appeared,  and  went  into  the 
public  house.  Here  Donald  Roy,  whom  he 
had  seen  at  Mugstot,  received  him,  and  in- 
formed him  of  what  had  been  concerted.  He 
wanted  silver  for  a  guinea,  but  the  landlord 
had  only  thirteen  shillings.  He  was  going  to 
accept  of  this  for  his  guinea;  but  Donald  Roy 
very  judiciously  observed,  that  it  would 
discover  him  to  be  some  great  man;  so  he 
desisted.  He  slipped  out  of  the  house,  leaving 
his  fair  protectress,  whom  he  never  again  saw ; 
and  Malcolm  Macleod  was  presented  to  him  by 
Donald  Roy,  as  a  captain  in  his  army.  Young 
Rasay  and  Dr.  Macleod  had  waitecC  in  impa- 
tient anxiety,  in  the  boat.  When  he  came, 
their  names  were  announced  to  him.  He 
would  not  permit  the  usual  ceremonies  of 
respect,  but  saluted  them  as  his  equals. 

Donald  Roy  staid  in  Sky,  to  be  in  readiness 
to  get  intelligence,  and  give  an  alarm  in  case 
the  troops  should  discover  the  retreat  to  Rasay; 
and  Prince  Charles  was  then  conveyed  in  a 
boat  to  that  island  in  the  night.  He  slept  a 
little  upon  the  passage,  and  they  landed  about 
daybreak.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  accom- 
modating him  with  a  lodging,  as  almost  all  the 
houses  in  the  island  had  been  burnt  by  the 
soldiery,  lliey  repaired  to  a  little  hut,  which 
some  shepherds  had  lately  built,  and  having 

Erepared  it  as  well  as  they  could  and  made  a 
ed  of  heath  for  the  stranger,  they  kindle<l  a 
fire,  and  partook  of  some  provisions  which  had 
been  sent  with  him  from  Kingsburgh.  It  was 
observed,  that  he  would  not  ta5»te  wheat-bread 
or  branily,  whiU>  oat-bread  and  whisky  lasted  ; 
"  for  these,"  said  he,  "arc  my  own  country 
bread  an«l  drink."  This  was  very  engaging  to 
the  Highlanders. 

Young  Rasay  being  the  only  person  of  the 
company  that  durst  appear  with  safety,  he 
went  in  nuest  of  something  fresh  for  them  to 
cat ;  but  tlKuigh  he  was  amidst  his  own  cows, 
sheep,  and  goats,  he  couhl  not  venture  to  take 
anv  of  them  fi)r  fear  of  a  discovery,  but  was 
obliged  to  supply  himself  by  stealth.  He 
tlien?f(>re  caught  a  kitl  an<l  brought  it  to  the 
hut  in  liis  i>laid,  and  it  was  killed  and  dressed, 
and  furnished  them  a  meal  which  they  relished 
much.  The  distressed  wanderer,  whose  health 
was  now  a  good  deal  impaired  by  hunger, 
fatigue,  and  watching,  slept  a  long  time,  but 
seemed  to  l>e  frecpiently  dislurl)ed.  Malcolm 
told  me  he  would  start  from  broken  slumbers, 
and  speak  to  himself  in  different  languages, 
T  4 
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Fn?n<L'}j,  Italian,  iiDd  Enj;;lish.  I  nni5t  however 
Arkuo«rIedge»  that  it  h  highly  probable  tlmt 
niy   worthy  friend   Mnlcolm    did    not   know 

iin'risely  the  dilference  between  French  luid 
titliiin.     One  of  his  exprcstsioiifl   in  English 
wa*,  "  O  God !  poor  Scotland." 

While  they  were  iu  the  hut,  M'Kenxie  and 
M^Friar,  tlie  two  boatmen,  were  phiectl  us 
8entin*'b  uj)on  diilerenl  euiineiieei; ;  and  one 
day  an  incitlent  happened,  whirh  nm^t  not 
by  oHiitted.  There  was  a  man  wimdcring 
alKint  the  islan*!,  selling  tobneco.  Nottody 
knew  him,  iind  he  was  suspected  t/j  be  a  spy. 
M'Kenicio  e.uiiie  running  to  the  hut,  and  told 
that  this  ffusiHJeted  person  wws  approaehing. 
lTjK>tt  which  llie  three  gentleman,  young  Bnnatj^ 
Dr.  Miieleod,  and  MaJeolm,  held  a  council  of 
war  upon  hitn,  and  were  unnniniously  of 
o[>triion  that  he  {should  inst^intly  be  put  lo 
♦leulh.  Priuee  Charles^  at  once  assuming  a 
gra\<*  and  even  severe  countenance,  said, 
"'  GcmI  forbid  that  we  should  take  away  a  man^s 
life,  who  may  be  innocent,  while  we  can 
preserve  our  own.*'  The  gentlemen  however 
persiated  in  their  resolution,  while  he  sls 
Htrenuotntly  continued  to  take  the  merciful 
side.  John  AMvonzie,  who  sat  watching  at 
the  door  of  the  hut,  and  overheard  the  debate, 
sttid  in  Erse,  "  Well,  well ;  he  must  be  shot. 
You  are  tiie  kinj^,  but  we  are  the  parliainent^ 
uml  will  do  what  we  choose/'  Prince  Charles, 
seeiii'j  the  gentlemen  smile,  asked  what  the 
man  had  said,  and  beinjr  told  it  in  Engllah,  he 
observed  that  he  was  a  clever  fellow,  and, 
injtwithstanding^the  penlons  siituation  in  which 
he  wa*,  laujihed  loud  and  heartilv.  Luckily  the 
unknown  person  did  not  perceive  that  there 
were  people  in  the  hut,  at  least  did  not  come 
to  it,  but  walketl  on  past  it,  unknowing  of  his 
risk.  It  was  afterwards  found  out  that  he 
was  one  of  the  Highland  army,  who  was  him- 
self in  ilanger.  Ilad  he  come  to  them,  they 
were  resolved  to  despatch  him  ;  for,  as  Malcolm 
said  to  me,  "  Wq  eoidd  not  keep  him  w^ith  tiH, 
wnrl  we  durst  not  let  him  po.  In  such  a  situa* 
tion,  1  would  have  shot  my  brother,  if  I  had 
not  been  sure  of  him,"  John  iVIvKcnzie  was 
at  limttyit  liou^e  when  we  were  there,'  About 
eighteen  years  before  he  huit  one  of  his  legs 
while  dancing,  and  being  obliged  to  have  it  cut 
oir,  he  was  now  going  at»out  with  ft  wooden 
leg.  The  story  of  his  being  a  mmaber  of  par- 
liament is  not  yet  forgotten.  I  ttmk  him  out  a 
little  way  from  the  hou^^e,  gave  him  a  ohllling 
to  ilriiik  Hiwayi'^i  hcsdlh,  and  led  him  into  a 
detail  of  the  particulars  which  I  have  just 
related.  With  less  foundation,  some  writers 
have  traced  the  idea  of  a  parliament,  and  of  the 
British  constitution,  in  nide  and  early  timo!^. 
I  wiss  curious  to  know  if  he  had  really  heard, 
or  uoden^tood,  any  thing  of  that  subject, 
whichf   had  he   been  a  greater  man,   would 


•  I  Sfoitlth  mfmhcr  itfpartii 
'-i  tim&l.  —  DU^WUIr. 


awtniit  I  un  InfoniiDd, 


probably  have  been  eagerly  inaintainetl.  "Wliy, 
John,"  said  I,  -*did  you  think  the  lirrir  rlmithl 
be  controlled  by  a  parliameut  ?  "  I  i  .  d, 

"  1 1  hough  t^  Sir,  there  were  many  \  uut 

one.'' 

The  convergation  then  turning  on  tiie  times, 
the  wanderer  aaid^  that,  to  be  sur^  the  life  h« 
had  led  of  late  was  a  very  hard  one ;  hut  he 
would  rather  live  iu  the  way  be  now  did,  for 
ten  years,  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  his 
enemiea.  The  gentlemen  asked  him,  what  be 
thought  his  enemies  would  do  with  him,  should 
he  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  their  hands. 
He  said,  he  did  not  believe  tliey  would  dure  take 
bis  life  publicly,  but  he  dreaded  l>eing  privately 
destroyed  by  poison  or  a&sassiuation,  He  wm 
very  particular  in  his  imjuiries  about  tlie 
wound  which  Dr.  Macleod  had  received  in  the 
battle  of  Culh>den,  from  a  ball  which  entered 
at  one  shoulder,  and  went  across  to  the  other. 
The  doctor  happened  still  to  have  on  the  coat 
which  he  wore  on  that  occasion.  He  men- 
tioned, that  be  hirasclf  had  his  horse  shot 
under  him  at  Culloden  ;  that  the  ball  hit  the 
horse  about  two  inches  from  his  knee^  and 
made  him  so  unruly  that  he  was  obliged  to 
change  him  for  another.  He  threw  out  mme 
rcdoctions  on  the  conduct  of  the  disastrous 
affair  at  Culloden,  sayings  however,  that  jicr- 
haps  it  was  rash  in  him  to  do  so.  I  M\t  now 
convinced  that  his  sugpicions  were  groiuidh*ss ; 
for  I  have  had  a  gootl  deal  of  conver?ation 
upon  the  subject  with  my  very  worthy  and 
ingenious  friend,  IVIr.  Andrew  Lumisden,  wh<i 
was  under  serretarv  to  Prince  ''  '^  itid 
afterwards  principal  secretary  t*  at 

Home,  who,  he  assured  me,  was  |>ci .. .  , , ,  ■,,i'in* 
fied  both  of  tlje  abilities  and  honour  of  the 
generals  who  commanded  the  Highland  army 
on  that  occasion.  Mr.  Lumitiden  has  written 
an  account  of  the  three  battles  in  1745-ti,  lU 
once  accurate  and  classical.  Talking  of  the 
different  Highland  corps,  the  gentlemen  who 
were  present  wished  to  have  his  opijijon  whifh 
were  the  Inist  soldiers.  He  said,  he  tlid  not 
like  comparisoDs  among  thojge  corpa:  they 
were  all  best. 

He  told  his  conductors,  ho  did  not  think  ii 
ndvisuble  to  remain  long  in  an v  one  place ;  and 
that  he  ex|^^»cctcd  a  French  uliin  to  come  for 
him  to  I^ochbroom,  among  the  Mackenzie*,    It 
then  was  pro|iosed  to  carry  him  in  one  f>f  Mul- 
colmV  boats  t*^  I-ochbrtiom,  though  tbe  < 
was  fifteen  leagues  coastwise.     But  he  i 
this  would  be  too  dangerims,  and  dcsiretl  liiM, 
at  any  rate,   they   might     first  emlfflv^or  to 
obtain  intelligence.    Upon  whicli  ^ 
wrote  to  his  trieml,  Alr-Alacken 
cross,  but  received  an  answer,  tliai   iturL'  uji» 
no  appearance  of  any  French  ship. 

It  was  therefore  resolved  that  they  dhoi 
return  to  Sky,  which  tliey  ili*i,  and  landed] 
Strath,  where  they  re}K»?ed   in   '*   ^  .<it-u 
belonging  to  Mr.  l^'^iccolsoii  of  8- 
aea  was  very  rough,  and  the  b** 
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pood  deal  of  water.  The  wanderer  asked  if 
there  was  danger,  as  he  was  not  used  to  such  a 
vessel.  Upon  being  told  there  was  not,  he 
sung  an  Lrse  song  with  much  yivacity.  He 
hod  by  this  time  acquired  a  good  deal  of  the 
Erse  language. 

Young  Basay  was  now  despatched  to  where 
Donald  Roy  was,  that  they  might  get  all  the 
intelligence   they  could  ;    and  the  wanderer, 
with  much  earnestness,  chargeti  Dr.  Macleod 
to  have  a  boat  ready,  at  a  certain  place  about 
seven  miles  off,  as  he  said  he  intended  it  should 
carry  him  upon  a  matter  of  great  consecjuence ; 
and  gave  the  doctor  a  case ',  containing  a  silver 
spoon,  knife  and  fork,  saying,  "  Keep  you  that 
till  1  sec  you,"  which  the  Doctor  understood  to* 
be  two  Jays  from  that  time.     But  all  these 
orders  were  only  blinds :  for  he  had  another 
plan  in  his  head,  but  wisely  thought  it  safest 
to  trust  his  secrets  to  no  more  persons  than 
was  absolutely  necessary.    Having  then  desired 
l&ilalcolm  to  walk  with  him  a  little  way  from  the 
house,  he  soon  opened  his  mind,  sayin^,  "  I  de- 
liver myself  to  you.    Conduct  me  to  the  Laird 
of  M*Kinnon's  country,"    Malcolm   objected 
that  it  was  very  dangerous,  as  so  many  parties 
of  soldiers   were   in   motion.     He  answered, 
**  There  is  nothing  now  to  be  done  without 
danger."     He  then  said  that  Malcolm  must  be 
the  master,  and  he  the  servant ;  so  he  took  the 
bag,  in  which  his  linen  was  put  up,  and  carried 
it  on  his  shoulder;   and  observing   that  his 
waistcoat,  which  was  of  scarlet  tartan,  with  a 
gold  twist  button,  was  finer  than  Malcolm's, 
which  was  of  a  plain  ordinary  tartan,  he  put 
I  on  MaIcolm*s  waistcoats,  and  gave   him  his; 
I  remarking  at  the  same  time,  that  it  did  not 
look  well  that  the  servant  should  be  better 
dressed  than  the  master. 

Malcolm,  though  an  excellent  walker,  found 
bimself  excelled  by  Prince  Charles,  who  told 
Hm  he  should  not  much  mind  the  parties  that 
were  looking  for  him,  were  he  once  but  a 
niiuquet-shot  from  them;  but  that  he  was 
•omewhat  afraid  of  the  Highlanders  who  were 
«R«in8t  him.  He  was  well  used  to  walking  in 
Italy,  in  pursuit  of  game ;  and  he  was  even 
DOW  80  keen  a  sportsman  that,  having  observed 
'ome  partridges,  he  was  going  to  take  a  shot ; 
!»>t  ^lalcolm  cautioned  him  against  it,  observ- 
"'g  that  the  tiring  might  be  hoard  by  the 
,  Anders  who  were  hovering  upon  the  coa.st. 
I  As  they  i)rocee«led  through  the  mountains, 
'  ^^^'jL  many  a  circuit  to  avoid  any  houses, 
^'■olm,  to  try  his  resolution,  asked  him 
what  they  should  do,  should  they  fsill  in  with 
*  party  of  soldiers :  he  answered,  "  Fight,  to 
^»ure!"  Havinjr  asked  Malcolm  if  he 
'^j*^d  be  known  in  his  present  dress,  and 
~^ni  having  replied  he  would,  he  said, 
**•*»  I'll  blacken   my  face  with  powder." 


"That,"  said  Malcolm,  "would  discover  you 
at  once."  "  Then,"  said  he,  "I  must  be  put 
in  the  greatest  dishabille  possible."  So  he 
pulled  off  his  wig,  tied  a  handkerchief  round 
his  head,  and  put  his  nightcap  over  it,  tore  the 
ruffles  from  his  shirt,  took  the  buckles  out  of 
his  shoes,  and  made  Malcolm  fasten  them  with 
strings;  but  still  Malcolm  thought  he  would 
be  known.  "  I  have  so  odd  a  face,"  said  he, 
"  that  no  man  ever  saw  me  but  he  would  know 
me  again." 

He  seemed  unwilling  to  give  credit  to  the 
horrid  narrative  of  men  being  massacred  in 
cold  blood,  after  victory  had  declared  for  the 
army  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
He  could  not  allow  himself  to  think  that  a 
general  could  be  so  barbarous. 

AVhen  they  came  within  two  miles  of  M*Kin- 
non's  house,  Malcolm  asked  if  he  chose  to  see 
the  laird.  "  No,"  said  he,  "  by  no  means.  I 
know  M^Kinnon  to  be  as  good  and  as  honest  a 
man  as  any  in  the  world,  but  he  is  not  fit  for 
my  purpose  at  present.  You  must  conduct  me 
to  some  other  nouse ;  but  let  it  be  a  gentle- 
man's house."  Malcolm  then  determined  that 
they  should  go  to  the  house  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  John  M'Kinnon,  and  from  thence  be 
conveyed  to  the  main  land  of  Scotland,  and 
claim  the  assistance  of  Macdonald  of  Scot- 
house.  The  wanderer  at  first  objected  to  this, 
because  Scothouse  was  cousin  to  a  person  of 
whom  he  had  suspicions.  But  he  acquiesced 
in  Malcolm's  opinion. 

When  they  were  near  to  Mr.  John  M^Kin- 
non's  house,  they  met  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Ross,  who  had  been  a  private  soldier  in  the 
Highland  army.  He  fixed  his  eye  steadily  on 
the  wanderer  in  his  disguise,  and  having  at 
once  recognised  him,  he  clapped  his  hands,  and 
exclaimed,  "Alas!  is  this  the  case?"  Find- 
inj;  that  there  was  now  a  discovery,  Malcolm 
asked,  "AMiat's  to  be  done?"  "Swear  him 
to  secrecy,"  answered  Princ^e  Charles.  UiM)n 
which  ^lalcolin  drew  his  dirk,  and  on  the 
naked  blade  made  him  take  a  solemn  oath, 
that  he  would  say  nothing  of  his  having  seen 
the  wanderer,  till  his  escape  should  be  made 
public. 

Malcolm's  sister,  whose  house  they  reached 
pretty  early  in  the  morning,  asked  him  who  the 
person  was  th.it  was  along  with  him.  He  said 
It  was  one  Lewis  Caw.  from  Crieff,  who,  being 
a  fugitive  like  himself,  for  the  same  reason,  he 
had  engaged  him  as  his  servant,  but  that  he  had 
fallen  sick.  "Poor  man!"  said  she,  "I  juty 
him.  At  the  same  time  my  heart  warms  to  a 
man  of  his  app<'arance."  Her  husband  was 
gone  a  little  way  from  home :  btit  was  ex[)ected 
every  minute  to  return.  She  set  down  to  her 
brother  a  plentiful  Highland  breakfast.  Prince 
Charles  acted  the  servant  very  well,  sitting  at 


1^  Ij*  <w*  with  the  ullver  upoon.  knife,  ami  fork,  plvpn  by 
Ul,^*""  *"  1^'  Mw  IwhI,  CHine  into  the  haiidt  of  Mary, 
•'^  Clerk  of  Pcnnycuik,    who 


Mary, 

entrusted  me  with  the 


honourable  commlislon  of  pmrnting  them,  in  her  Udvthip'ii 
iMine,  t(i  hit  prt'st'nt  Majesty,  upon  his  visit  to  Scotland  in 
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u  ni'spiTt (ul  iViiitance,  with  hts  bonnet  off.  Mal- 
colm tben  saui  to  biia^,  "  Mr,  Ciiw,  you  have  ns 
mui^h  tnHiiX  of  this  ns  1  hsive ;  there  is  orjouyh 
for  UB  both :  yoa  hud  l>otter  draw  uearcr  and 
sbfirc  with  n»e."  Upon  which  he  rose,  made  a 
profound  bow,  sat  down  at  table  with  bis  sup- 
l>o^d  mstsWr,  and  eat  very  beui'lily  After  this 
there  cftmc  in  an  ohl  woman,  who,  ftftcr  the 
mode  of  ancient  luxspitidity,  brought  warm 
Wilier  and  wsisbed  Mjilcolm's  feel.  He  desired 
her  to  wash  the  feet  f>f  the  poor  uiiui  who 
attendeil  him.  She  ait  first  seemed  siverse  to 
thi:*»  from  pride,  aa  ihinkini|f  him  beneath  her, 
and  in  the  nonphrju^tie  binfjuu^e  of  the  HJgh- 
landers  and  the  Ij*i:«h,  said  warmly,  "  Though  1 
wash  your  father* s  8on*s  feet,  why  should  I  wash 
]m  father*s  son's  feet?"  She  was,  however, 
persuaded  to  do  it. 

They  then  went  to  bed,  and  slept  for  some 
time ;  and  when  Malcolm  awaked,  lie  was  told 
that  Mr.  John  M*Kinnon.  his  brother-in-law, 
waa  in  sight.  He  nprang^  out  to  tjdlc  to  him 
before  he  should  see  Prinefl  Charles.  After 
saluting  him,  Malcolm,  pointing  to  the  sea, 
said,  "What,  John,  if  the  prince  should  lie 
prisoner  on  lx>ai-d  one  of  those  tenders?*' 
**  God  forbid!'*  replied  John.  "What  if  we 
had  him  here?"  said  Malcolm.  "I  wij^h  we 
had,**  answered  John;  "  we  should  take  eare  of 
him,"  "Well,  John,"  said  Maleobn,  ''he  U  iu 
your  house."  Jahn»  in  a  transport  of  ioy, 
wanted  to  run  directly  in,  and  pay  his  obei- 
sance ;  but  Malcolm  <»topped  him,  auying,  **Kow 
b  your  time  to  behave  well,  and  do  nothing; 
that  can  discover  him.''  John  com|iiosed  bim- 
aelf,  and  having  sent  away  all  hi*  servants 
upon  different  eminds,  be  was  introduced  into 
the  presence  of  his  j^iesti  and  wad  then  desired 
to  go  and  get  ready  a  boat  lyin;^  near  hia 
house,  which,  thout;n  but  a  itmall  leaky  one, 
they  rcsoive^l  to  tsdce,  rather  than  go  to  the 
Lami  of  M'Kinnon.  John  M'Kinnou,  how- 
ever, thought  otherwise ;  and  upon  his  return 
told  them,  that  his  chief  and  Lady  M*Kinnon 
were  coming  in  the  laird's  l>mt.  Prince  Charles 
gaid  to  hia  truifly  ]^Ialeolm,  *'  I  am  sorry  for  this, 
but  must  make  the  b»3st  of  it."  M'Kinnon  then 
walkc'l  up  from  the  shore,  and  did  homage  to 
the  wanderer.  His  lady  waited  in  a  cave,  to 
which  they  all  repaired,  and  were  entertained 
with  cold  meat  and  wine.  Mr.  Malcolm  Mac- 
leod  being  now  9upcn«etled  by  the  Laird  of 
M'Kinnon,  desired  leave  to  return,  which  waa 
granted  him,  and  Prince  Charles  wrt>te  a  sliort 
note,  which  he  sub*«cribcd  Jame^  Thomp!*on, 
informing  his  friend*  that  he  hjwl  pot  away 
from  Sky,  and  thankinj^  them  for  tht-ir  kind* 
ness;  and  he  desired  this  might  be  speedily 
conveyed  to  young  Wmty  and  Dr.  MuclctMl^ 
tiuit  tJicy  mignt  not  wait  Iiiiijtct  in  expectation 
of  seeing  him  a^ain.  He  ba»le  a  cordial  adieu 
to  Malcolm,  and  insisted  on  his  accepting;:  <d*  u 
silver  stoek-buekhv  and  ten  culneas  from  his 
purse,  though,  a.s  Malcolm  told  nK%  it  did  not 
appear  lo  couUitn  above  forXy.     IMiilcolm  at 


first  begged  to  be  cxcuse^l,  saying,  that  he  liJiil 
a  few  gciiiieas  at  his  serviee ;  but  Priuce  Charlc* 
answered,  "  You  will  have  need  of  money  :  I 
&hall  get  enoui^h  when  I  come  upon  ihe  nmtti 
land." 

The  Laird  of  M^Kinnon  then  conireyed  him 
to  the  opposite  coast  of  Knoidart.  Old  tioMuy^ 
to  whom  intelligence  ha*!  been  sent,  was  cross- 
ing at  the  same  time  to  Sky ;  btit  as  they  did 
nut  know  of  each  other,  and  e.*u'b  hail  appre- 
hensions, the  two  boats  kept  aloof. 

Theee  arc  the  piuticulare  which  I  have*  col- 
lected concerning  the  cxtnmnlinary  conceal- 
ment and  escapes  of  Prince  L'hftTk'3  in  the 
Hebrides  He  was  oAen  in  imminenl  dangur. 
The  troops  traced  him  from  tJie  Long  Ulaud, 
across  Sky,  to  Portree,  but  tliere  lost  him. 

Here  I  atop,  —  havinir  reeeiveil  no  faxther 
authentic  informatioD  of  his  fatigues  and  |ierils 
before  he  escape<l  to  France,  Kings  and  sub- 
jects may  botb  take  a  lesson  of  modcralioo 
from  the  melancholy  fate  of  the  hou»o  of 
Stuart;  that  kings  may  not  suffer  degradation 
and  exile,  and  subjects  may  not  be  harH»»cd  by 
the  evUs  of  a  di?iputed  succession. 

Let  me  close  the  scene  on  that  unfortunate 
bouse  with  the  elegant  and  pathetic  reflections 
of  Voltaire,  in  bis  Uistoire  Giaerale. 

"^  Que  \es  hommes  prtves"  says  thAt  brtlli*iiC 
writer,  speaking  of  Prince  Charles.  *'  tjui  «ecroyent 
nianii'ureut,  jiftteut  Ics  ycmt  stir  ce  priruze  el  scs 
ancetre*.** 

In  another  place  he  thus  sums  up  the  and 
story  of  the  family  in  general :  — 

*•  11  n'y  a  aucun  evemple  dans  I'histotre  il'unis 
maiwn  si  longtem^  infortuDcv.  L^  premier  lie* 
Hois  d'Ceosse,  qui  eut  le  nom  do  Jiic<|uoa,  «pr^ 
avoir  ete  dix-huit  ana  |iri»onnier  en  An^lctcnc, 
mourut  assassine,  jivrc  sa  fLtnme,  pnr  U  Huin  Av 
scsiujet^.  Jacques  II,  son  fils  f"t  Uiu  4  vui|i;t- 
ueuf  ans  en  combattantcoritrc  Je^  AngUU.  J«c(itt«« 
III.  rain  i?n  prison  par  son  peuple,  fut  tut*  vtiauitc 
par  le*  revoltc-s  dans  unc  bMtaiUc.  .Tacqties  IV, 
peril  dtiixs  un  combat  qu'il  ptfrdit.  M/irio  8tu«rt, 
&a  petiie  fille,  cliu*'5.fc'e  de  von  tror..  '  '  ra 
Angtetcrre,  ayant  hingui  liix-huil  m  .  se 

r\t  cotidaninde  i  mort  par  des  jtiges  -\.^ ,    .  cut 

la  tote  Imnchfc*  Charles  I.  peiit  Ids  do  Mane. 
Hoi  d'Ecosse  et  d'Aiif^leterre.  vetidu  par  tes  lvco«> 
sols,  et  jug^'  a  mort  par  les  Anglnts  mounit  «ur 
un  (^chaffkut  dans  1»  pUcepubllrpic.  J»c<(ii»?4,  *mj 
Ills,  septic  me  du  Dom,  et  dcuxii^me  i       '  r*, 

fut  chASJi^  de  scs   troi«   ruyuumc^;  >  ''lo 

de  mnlhcur  on  eonte*»la  a  M»n   filf>   •.  >  .it 

fils  ne  tcnta  de  rcmontor  iiur  Ic  troii-  ;  .-re«i 

que  pour  faire  pGrir  <ics  amis  purdvs  l>  .ut  rv  n  ■i  ;  el 
vnm%  uvons  vu  le  Prtnce  Cbarles  Eiluuiinl.  r^uiil^ 
Mint  on  vflln  )e«  vertuK  de  ses  piSfres.  ct  le  courage 
du  Roi  Jean  Sctbieski,  son  ayeul  matvrne?.  cx^cvUT 
les  eiploit*  ft  wMiyer  le*  niAlhettrs  les  plus  i»- 
cruyublcK.  Si  qut-lquo  rJi"«'«  iM<.nfi.>  r,  ..*  i^\%i 
eroycnt   une    futalite   a  «e 

aoustrairc^  c'esi  e«!te  suit'.  ^rs 
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qui  a  pt:n4!i!ut£  la.  mahon  de  StUArt,  pendant  plus 
de  iroii  cent  annee^.*" ' 


The  ^lant  Makolm^  was  apprehended  !ti 
about  ten  da^a  after  ihcy  separated,  put  aboard 
a  ihip,  and  eiirried  |>risoiier  to  London.  He 
said,  the  prisoners  la  general  were  very  ill 
treated  in  liietr  passage,':  but  there  were  mi- 
dier*  cm  boaird  who  lived  well,  and  Bometimei 
iavited  Mm  to  share  with  them :  tbut  he  hud 
tbe  good  fortune  not  to  l^e  thrown  into  jait, 
but  was  confined  in  the  house  of  a  messenger 
of  the  name  of  Dick,  To  his  nstoni^ihment, 
only  one  witness  could  be  fijuod  againat  him, 
though  he  had  been  so  openly  engaged ;  and 
therefore,  for  want  of  sudicieat  evidence,  he 
WSJ  set  at  liberty,  lie  added,  that  be  thought 
hJDiSielf  in  such  danger,  that  he  would  gladljr 
bare  cotnpounded  ihr  baniahtnent'  Yct^  be 
•aid,  "  he  ihould  never  be  so  ready  for  death 
aft  be  then  was."  There  is  philosophical  truth 
in  tltis.  A  man  will  meet  death  much  more 
firmljr  at  one  time  than  another.  The  enthu- 
aiaem  even  of  a  mistaken  principle  warms  the 
mind,  and  feta  it  above  the  fear  of  death; 
wbjcb  in  our  cooler  motncnts,  if  w&  realty  think 
f»f  it,  cannot  but  be  teiriLile,  or  at  least  very 
awfid. 

Miss  Flora  Macdonald  being  then  also  in 
London^,  under  the  protection  of  Lady 
Primrofe,  tbjit  lady  provided  a  post-chaise  to 
convey  her  to  Scotland,  and  desiied  that  she 


i  TW  Ibr^fFittie  iccdunt  It b^  no  m^int  i^  full. nr n  cuHnmt, 
«iDlfb|  ba«*  town  *%i*vclfd  frcio  Mr,.  Bmireiri  ftirtivVly  of 
liquiry,  aud  hli  m«aiii  of  InfarmaliDn,.  U  r«ljite»  oolj  ta  a 
^  datft  of  ihe  PiKinilw'i  adrrntiirr^,  irhirh,  huwttpr, 
UilHJ  jCw  tntmtiii.  Kv*-n  at  ItiKt  Flom  Mnt'ilohalil  JI  f^lls 
l*ti  tboiin  hiA  tK«n  utreail;^  In  pt  int  fortjr  yi>ar»  before  Mr, 
R<ii«di'f  t>Hl3l''^^lon,  It  doe*  not  Mj  vlnf  fti*  ww.  iwr 
VMi  »he  met  t^«  pvliic^^,  nor  rz-Ay  t!kt!  «u  irIfCEed  ^r  in- 
ItKvd  to  ImrrfiT^/Hnil,  in  fth'orl^  tflU  a»  tltllr  ii\  pn**Vnl\f  of 
ka  pfTMmaX  ihsrr  in  Ihr  CTprttft,  VVir  ihouM  psrticyl.'U'lj? 
hifi  lt%iNi  td  kiitiWi%  fniin  hfr  i^wii  irport,  ihe  pfirOcutart  of 
W  fm.»iiinaOnn  nnd  rpcrpti"!!  In  Lonclitn.  Th«  tcAAvt 
*b«  Bwj  be  ttlMriU»  tdi  knpiir  itririri^  of  Itie  di?(AHi  of  the 
Fltvtendi'r'i  ««ca]if4  will  finit  IIh>ib  in  t^ie  ^VNl/tTqflit'f 
Mit«flif  for    )f4T,  pp    J^ll-   !**■♦.;    tn    Wte    lit  I  hi    *  glume 

ii*  NtroDd   vcitjtne  of  tti«  /.ucMirrf  ftipfn,—  CftnKiJK. 

'  DFlio  bad  incCHded  Flrira  Mholaiuilit  fli  pid**  (*>  ths 
rrtnrt,  and  b*4  M»  greatly  rancrlbutitl    to    Mi  ewn^.— 


'  WhrB  ajTMti^.  wfeleli  WiM  A  fcw  rt.irs  Bft^T  ftartrng  from 
•w  Piinct*,  Flor*  wai  ir.snrcyi-d  en  bnArd  the  Funiacr, 
Ca$«jJrn  F*rifmviDi".  and  pmfjfyrd  l»>  Lplt>ii  TfaPT*  »ti?  wn* 
'*BHuTfd  i>n  bnartl  Cammodor*''  Smitki^&  ihip^  and,  ranrctfd 
**  i*f  Kopr.  wbeoci',  on  the  ('ith  ijf  IliTi'mbcT-.afreT  bHnir  ore 
5**iJ  0*1  *hip.briaTd,  ih*!  wju  triiturvrfH  tii  the  fu^tchljr  i>f 
*a*  niftwnr'  r  Dick,  lo  w bk  h  jho  remilnpd  tltl  July.  I7<7, 
•^  iK*  »a«  dlK-Mrjri^il,  *rvEl  n-Hinned  in  Kdirthiiritli.— 
'teHuiy:.  ti  K«au  klrHTiMP  that  Mr.  ttoi^wtU,  &rrt>ctin^  Ifi 
^■•fl  weeu¥«ie  a"xiHiltit  "fsll  thli  nffnlr,  *hoiikl  u*p  etpi-ni- 
^i*hkh  Bnl  mi\v  (tlru  no  iTkOcnaO^in  of  Florn'#  arri^t  and 
^hwignl.  fHit  Hvm  e^en  to  ni'p;at(v'r  the  fart.  ]■  It  potilbJc* 
Pjtflw  lldjp'i  drlkoi'r  »i*hed  lo  siip^trt*!  All  rnnllri'tlOD  nf 
J*  "trhil  hm-R  a  prf*»»rr  f  It  will  \w  tM<n«  lij'  a  comp<iirl»(iti 
*w.  B4t««lt*i  ac«iiiJiiil  With  nth^rr  ilatrmcnti  of  the  lran»- 
Ig*.  that  Flnra  ura^'*  bUn  ifffrj-liUl^i  tnr«rmiitl»Ti  — «uiii'. 
•^^  — that  hail  not  be^n  fik4*aily  pubUihH,.  r.adj  Prtm- 
y'lJ^efrrWcA  mUii  b*»p  bw-n  tctt  jhort,  for  Flora  n^urrt- 
•■^S^iwini,  t«i  SfotJand  Imtnediali'ly  After  htr  npkait  rram 


^-.^.it.    I jwJy  Pr  ii  mmsf  vt-H«  M  i  »i  1  >n'ln  ico  urt ,  dni^ff h  tpf 
?*■•  Dmn  «<r  .^rtoMb,  and  rrlicl  nf  Hudb.  Ilttrd  ViM-i>uDC 


■^7|""-rfi  It  Is  not  known  how  the  Iweiimc  tn  afdi^nl  a 
J*****  I  but  *he  crrtaiQlf  WM  *»,  for  »hp  wa*  Jn  the  HMrtil 
*  io»  jiwni  Frfi^'odeiV  fliii  trt  I^ndnti,  which  (luttwllh- 


l^ni  Dv.  J^fanuM'i  difllKllcf)  did  certaiolr  rtccur  in 


might  choose  any  friend  tnUc  pleased  to  Bccom-' 
pany  her.  She  chose  Malcolm.  "  So,"  said 
he  with  a  trrumphant  air,  "  1  went  to  London 
to  be  baoaged,  and  returned  in  a  post-chaise 
with  Siipa  Flora  Macdonald  " 

Mr.  Iklacleod  of  Muiravenside,  whom  we  saw 
at  Rasay^,  assured  us  that  Prinee  Charles  was  in 
London  in  1759*,  and  that  there  was  then  11  plan 
in  agitation  for  raatoring  hb  family,  Dr,  John^ 
son  could  scarcely  credit  tbiR  story,  and  said 
there  could  be  no  probable  plan  at  that  time. 
Such  an  attempt  could  not  have  succeeded, 
unless  the  King  of  Fruisiu  had  stopped  the 
army  in  Germany ;  for  both  the  army  and  the 
fleet  would,  even  without  orders,  have  fought 
for  the  king,  to  whom  they  had  engaged  them- 
selves. 

Having  related  ao  many  particulars  coneem- 
ing  the  graadaon  of  the  unfortunate  King  James 
the  ScfOod  ;  having  given  due  praise  to  fidelity 
and  generous  attachment,  whicn,  however  erro- 
neous the  judgment  may  be,  are  honourable 
for  the  heart ;  I  must  do  the  Highlandorfl  the 
justice  to  attest,  ttat  I  found  every  where 
amon^iat  them  a  high  opinion  of  the  virtues  of 
the  king  now  upon  the  throne,  ami  an  honest 
dispoijition  to  be  faithful  subjects  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, whose  family  has  possessed  the  sove- 
reignty of  this  country  so  long,  that  a  change, 
even  (ot  the  abdicated  family,  would  now  hurt 
the  best  feelings  of  all  his  subjects. 

The  ftbatract  point  of  riglit  would  bvolve 


*  Dr.  King  lULei.  an/^.  p.  9^.,  tha  vliit  at  whldi  h«  ww 
th#  Pfiet#nclfrr  at  L»4jf  rrlmttiM'i  to  have  bfwQ  In  I^M), 
while  fAhcT  authorltlri  {[f  ifiere  were  not  two  rUlttj  place 
It  In  IT53^  Oriht*  lut  (here  ran  he  no  doubt.  _  Huni«'  to 
ilatrd  it  (***  bi»  1^11* r  ta  Sk  John  Prinwrle  ^11  the  Gtni.  Mag. 
for  17^S>  on  the  s^pa rite,  but  mnHTLirrhig  ^iitbotitr  fif  LoNI 
fifarechni,  who  law  nlcn  at  Lndj  Prlmrrnic'i,  and  of  Inird 
Ilntd4Tii#fi,  S«fcij4fy  of  suite  from  ITM  to  tJM,  who  hkit 
offl trial  knowledge  of  the  hict.  I  thia'k  U  unlilu'lf  thmi 
tlnTP  w?re  two  w^titt  m  neir  foprthrr,  ami  I  ih^'TCfoTT  itill 
think  tbiitt  tli«»  diAtu^  17H0  In  KLiri^^t  Memotrt  U  an  artaT  for 
17.^.  nnmr  iddi,  thnt  hi'  «'iii  AAKiurrd,  th nt  nn  ihtn  onc-s«lon 
tlK'  Prince  furmaUy  n-UtHitice*!  thi'  ttatnan  Cm  hoik  rt^li|^iati 
ill  IhM  New  Church  tn  the  Strand.  Aboitt  thli,  tioweTer, 
Hume  wa»,  a§  Ke  sayi.  a  sreptlc.  IjoiA  Mtirt^bft]  birther 
tidd  htm  that  ibf  rF^tPhdiT  ua.«  ysftvat  m  the  luronatloh 
of  Georip*  llt.f  but  thp  e^lik'nfe  adduiiNl  ii  vi*ry  ili^ht.  t 
flhd  nnwhi-re  siiy  rnnlTrtnitlnni  uf  Mr^  Mackntl'i  Hatrijient 
{»f  ■  Tiiit  In  U'^i,  Kltd  '^■ilfve  tliat  to  bti  al&u  a  ralhtake  for 

Mr,  CoIp,  nf  ?i«r1:r)n  Slf«#ir.  po^ieiMH.  an4  p«T11lllt  me  to 
print,  an  orlfflnal  letter  of  Flora  Mdcduiialda,  which  prorrt 
Thnt  a  imall  prfirliloli  vai  Ituide  fsir  brr  by  Hit  JnfOblte 
frifiidf.  |;»itrhA|;i»  th€>  t'rlDE<«  lilullrlr.  thruU^ll  ttit>  haEuli  (if 
Lnriy  PrlmrokD,  I  ^tv  ibli  Jti€iilttic  rriic  literal liu«  — 
t'Pi.iKlf« 

"  Kioftiliorriiu.  Arrlksad,  IT'^I. 
^IR,— 'Few  dayp  ajra«  joiiri  of  iht-  3fith  Mjirch  ("ame  to 
band,  by  uhlrh  I  itniicrstntid  tiir  L.t^Iv  Prloinjn;  UafU  LodiTvd 
In  yiniir  hatidi  Fur  tfi)  bchcH>t  ^ii'/7  Sivif.  tind  that  Iut  l.aily- 
ibip  had  In  Tlew,  lo  aiJd  mon",  of  whi«:h  you  wou\d  nquent 
rnc  iki  ■»  to  ietni  a  prfsv't''^  lHichar(ci*  to  my  Laii}r.  which  I 
im  rpHdjr  Da«  how  *i pod  jau  ttf  pltoa'd  toadvij^  me  and  u 
1  urn  111  hare  Seciirilj.  'to  tny  fririidi  tsitiifnvllnll.  on  Sir 
ianv^i  \1rniina1d'i  #«tate  It*  dpHJjrn'd^  th«  whole  ihnu'd  Im 
paved  neKt  niAT  tr^Jidin  MrKiiiiir  of  lielrln  written  att 
taut,  wf  which  THf  f^-vtber  in  Law  ti»^k  tii  Kf-nhieth  mcKeii- 
!!*■  atl^riK^ywhD  pin  jtlwfr  jroii  ||fcnip<*r  deripctli>tiit„at  the  fame 
time  1  itltiall  b<}  jrlad  to  heir  frofn  jou  at  oit  at  >ou  plea*,  In 
ofiii't  t  mar  ob*pr*fi  lurh  drri-riJuiii  m  tuy  Lady  will  l* 
ideai^d  lo  iflve  j-tm  conrrrTiliiK  mtv  I  vaa  uiten»l«  hefor  the 
reript  of  jour  T.etli^r  that  my  lady  nvii  not  veil,  harplnif 
wrott  rniqucnttf  tat  bcr  t^ivbip.  lint  ba»  h*d  no  turn. 
Plea^  b«*  in  pood  ai  tj>  nSfj  in,t  bumble  Duty  tn  my  l^dy^ 
&  Jlri.  JJrelLAcQurt,  aod  I  am  ^It  YiJiit  miMt  faumhle  Ster*** 
t'M}iia  KIcDoHALU. 
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us  in  0  tlbcuaaion  of  remote  nw\  perplexed 
qucBlions;  atui,  alltcr  all,  we  should  have  no 
rh'jir  pnnriple  of  dccisiou.  That  oslnblish- 
nient,  whipb,  from  political  ueoessity,  took 
plliee  in  1688,  by  u  breach  iti  the  suefe^sion  of 
our  kin^,  ami  which,  wluitAiver  f)enefitsi  may 
hftvc  iw'oniciel  from  it»  rt^rtainly  gave  a  shock  to 
our  mnniirchr,  the  able  and  constitutioual 
HhirkMtonn  wisely  rests  on  the  solid  footing  of 
authority.  '*  Our  ancestors  having  most  indis- 
putiibly  a  competent  jurisdiction  to  decide  this 
jjreat  and  important  <picstion,  and  having,  in 
l\v%  decided  it,  it  is  mm  become  our  duty,  at 
this  distance  of  time,  to  acquiesce  in  their  de- 
termination." ' 

Mr.  Palej^  tJie  pre5*ent  Archdeacon  of  Car- 
lisle, in  his  "Principles  of  Moral  and  Political 
Philosophy,"  having,  with  much  rlcanicss  of 
arjjUttienL,  shown  the  duty  of  submission  to 
civil  government  to  be  founded  neither  on  un 
indefeasible  jtifi  dinnumy  nor  on  ruuipHCt,  but 
on  expediency,  lays  down  thi«  rational  position  ; 
"  IrrejETularity  in  the  first  foundation  of  a  state, 

or  «T!i^    ; r  violen<'e,  fraud,  or  injustice,  in 

geti  -Ion  of  the  supreme  power,  are 

not  :  .,..  ,  .1  reasons  for  resistance^  after  the 
government  is  once  [jeaceably  settled.  No 
subject  of  the  British  empire  conceives  himself 
eiiffttged  tt>  vindiciite  the  uistice  of  the  Norman 
claim  or  conquest,  or  apprehends  that  his  duty 
in  any  manner  depends  upon  that  controversy. 
So  likewiiie,  if  the  house  of  Lancaster,  or  even 
the  posterity  of  Cromwell,  had  been  at  this 
day  seated  upon  the  throne  of  Enjj^lantlj  we 
should  have  been  as  little  concerned  to  inquire 
how  the  founder  of  the  family  came  there/ '^ 

In  conformity  with  thii«  dfjctrine,  I  myself, 
though  fully  i)er?u:ided  that  the  house  of 
Stuart  had  oritjinally  no  ri;^'hi  to  the  crown  of 
Scotland,  for  that  Habol,  and  not  Bruce,  was 
the  lawful  heir,  Bhguld  yet  have  thought  it 


'   «  ■  •fin  thffLiiwtof  Englantl.  bnok  I.  chap.  3, 

»  I".  »-     SitJtw  I  h»*c  quoted  Mr,  Archdeacon 

r.iV  ^''l.   1  ruiiitivt  but  tritnscrilH*,  from  hli 

t   poiMRe  In  jupport  of  th# 

<«iiitc,  in  decent  but  ilrong 

'//^c/ Attemptfi  of  iijodern  iti- 

nii.  in  i>  iHifii  nir  nnii   jn  rpipx  rt'tt^rfoiii  priQclpleft,  and  pur- 

tlrnlArljr  thi*  truity.  Itaiitc^r,  and  iius't  of  one,  whom  be  politicly 

caIIi  ""  an  f  louiirnl  blttorLan,"  the  ArchdeacoD  tbui  o xurrssct 

hlm»Hr:  — 

"  Scriou«ni>fii  i»  not  conttraUit  of  thought ;  nor  levlt^r. 
fremlfttn.  Evrty  mind  which,  vljihM  the  adrancpnii^nC  of 
tfitlh  Kill  kit  >vt  l''di.'<v  in  lhi>  rnrxt  ImportAtit  iif  all  human  re> 
tcArrt^  hcentiousni-is,  af  vioialinr  tio  !<>!■ 

Ihp  1 1  (  IhC"  rights  of  drct'ncj.     Titer*  l# 

but  .  I,    t.c   nh..-../  |,lt;ul•r(,l(••^  It  LiiifTit   l'\ 

IH»t.-  ■         ■ 

tUtL 
id*-'* 


very  culmble  to  have  rebelled,  on  that  a^TOuiit, 
against  Charles  the  First,  or  even  a  prince  of 
that  house  much  nearer  the  time,  in  order  to 
ttsuert  the  claim  of  the  posterity  of  Ijaliol. 

Ilowever  convinced  I  am  of  the  jiwtico  of 
that  principle,  which  holdjs  allegiance  and  pro- 
lection  to  be  reciprocfflJ,  I  do»  however,  ac- 
knowled^,  that  I  am  not  patiftBed  with  the 
cold  sentiment  which  would  confine  the  exer- 
tions of  tiie  subject  within  the  strict  line  of 
dutv.  I  would  have  every  breast  animated 
with  tiic  fervour  of  loyalty  ;  with  that  geiieroita 
attachment  which  delights  in  doing  somewhiii 
more  than  is  rctjuired,  and  makt^s  **scr\'icc 
perfect  freedom,**  And,  thei*efore,  as  our  mci§t 
[rracious  sovereign,  oh  hia  accession  to  iho 
throne^  gloried  in  bt'ing  bam  a  Briton ;  so,  ia 
my  more  private  sphere,  Ego  me  mine  denique 
natnm,  grahtlor.  1  am  happy  that  a  tlt^put^d 
suceesaion  no  longer  <listract,s  our  mintls;  and 
that  a  monarchy,  established  by  law,  \s  now  so 
sanctioned  by  time,  that  we  can  fully  indutgie 
thofie  feelings  of  loyalty  which  I  am  aaibitiomi 
to  excite.     They  are  feelinp^s  whr  '    V  vex 

actuated  the  inhabttimt?  of  the  II  nd 

the  Hebrides.  The  plant  of  loyal i,  ..  ..,..,  iji 
full  vigour,  and  the  Brunswick  grat\  now  flou- 
rishes like  a  native  shoots  To  that  spirited 
race  of  iMJople  I  may  with  propriety  Ap|ily  Ui« 
elegant  line*  of  a  modem  poet,  on  the  **  facile 
temper  of  the  beauteous  aex ;  ** 

**  Like  birds  new-caught,  who  flutter  for  a  tiitie. 
And  struggle  with  captivity  in  vain  ; 
But   by-snd-by  they   rest,    diey   smooth    t>ieir 

plumes. 
And  to  ntv}  nuutert  ung  tlitrir  former  notc«»"  * 

Surely  such  not43S  axe  much  better  tJion  th« 

3ueridou8  grow  lings  of  suspicious  Whigs  oikd 
iseontent4«i  republican*. 


roi>fjmi  wa*  Uitrodurcd  and  attetted  :  a  m^'- '  '  <  ih«» 

vUffit  of  mjiniiind  would  rejoice  to  find  ar  ^'tr 

doiilrta,  and  ffit  to  their  Inrjiiird*       It   Kv  h   « 

ftituro  itaLc«  hwl  bien  4:  iiii- 

covun-d   ai  the  i.\>btit\  ,,(« 

amoTigft  tiMiif.     tic    lI  .1  no 

mftD  Ciiu  prove  thU  fMiini    [on   r.nr   l<m<  i,,;r  wix.  ti  vunr*  hf 

mlrAclo*  ibAt  bli«  docirioc  <o[uc*    from   liiCKl."  ^  Hook  v. 
chap.  9. 

tl   liilldirlitf  Iw  d!iMi]||^i)UOUily  dbt""^-"'    '"   '■»■■'    -tiipe 

th&l  ii  llki'lj  to  allurci«urpn»c,  or  ti  

In  M  f[iblt<,  A  tAt(*,  A  ri<uvt>|.  4  po^m,  of 

tihiloKophy,  of  n«lural  history.    *i  ih 
14'rred,  1  liope  it  t»  fair  tn  rn^  i : 
an  unrxiiKictnd  juuidole,  «hli^ 

pr,u-.-.rful.  —  I-UniTn.L_       Tils     il 


CciiflM:!- 4khtl  littUik  UtUlC>  lit  t'4l(.-^'*  «ufk» i,«U|(«J^   t»|K< 

"*  Agia,  h  tragedy,  bj  Jubn  llama. — Bo*wu.b. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVm. 
1773. 

Emigration.  —  Dmmegan.  —  Female  Chastity,  — 
Dr.  Cadogan.  —  Preaching  and  Practice.  — 
Good  Humour.  —  Sir  George  Mackenzie.  — 
Burke.  —  Johnson'M  Hereditary  Melancholy.  — 
Hit  **  Seraglio.*^  —  Polygamy.  —  Dunvegan 
Cattle.  —  Cunning.  —  "  Temple  of  AnaititC'  — 
Family  Pi>rtraiU.  —  Bacon's  Henry  VII.  — 
Peufumt. 

KiKGSBUBGH  conducted  us  in  his  boat  across 
one  of  the  lochs,  as  they  call  them,  or  arms  of 
the  sea,  which  flow  in  upon  all  the  coasts  of 
Skj,  to  a  mile  beyond  a  place  called  Grishinbh. 
Oar  horses  hod  been  sent  round  by  land  to 
meet  us.  By  this  sail  we  saved  eight  miles  of 
bad  riding.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  When  we 
take  into  me  computation  what  we  have  saved, 
and  what  we  have  gained,  by  this  agreeable 
sail,  it  is  a  great  deal.**  He  observed,  *^  It  is 
very  disagreeable  riding  in  Sky.  The  way  is 
to  narrow,  one  only  at  a  time  can  travel,  so  it 
if  quite  unsocial ;  and  you  cannot  indulge  in 
meditation  by  yourself,  because  you  must  be 
always  attending  to  the  steps  which  your  horse 
takes.**  This  was  a  just  and  clear  description 
of  its  inconveniencies. 

The  topic  of  emigration  being  again  intro- 
duced.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  that  ^*  a  rapacious 
chief  would  make  a  wilderness  of  his  estate.** 
Mr.  Donald  M'Queen  told  us,  that  the  oppres- 
sion, which  then  made  so  much  noise,  was 
owing  to  landlords  listening  to  bad  advice  in 
the  letting  of  their  lands ;  that  interested  and 
designing  people  flattered  them  with  golden 
dreams  of  much  higher  rents  than  could  rea- 
lonably  be  paid ;  and  that  some  of  the  gentle- 
men tacksmen,  or  upper  tenants,  were  them- 
selves in  part  the  occasion  of  the  mischief,  by 
overrating  the  farms  of  others.     That  many  of 
the  tacksmen,  rather  than  comply  with  exor- 
bitant demands,  had  gone  ofi*  to  America,  and 
impoverished  the  country,  by  draining  it  of  its 
wealth :  and  that  their  places  were  filled  by  a 
number  of  poor  people,  who  had  lived  under 
^m,  properly  speaking,  as  servants,  paid  by  a 
fwtjun  proportion  of  the  produce  of  the  lands, 
fhough  called  sub-tenants.     I  observed,  that 
tf  the  men  of  substance  were  once  banished 
from  a  Highland  estate,  it  might  probably  be 
P*»tly  reduced  in  its  value  ;  for  one  bad  year 
■ught  ruin  a  set  of  poor  tenants,  and  men  of 
"»y  property   would    not  settle    in    such    a 
J'^witry,  unless  from  the  temptation  of  getting 
*nd  extremely  cheap ;  for  an  inhabitant  of  any 
P^  county  in  Britain  had  better  go  to  Ame- 
2*  than  to  the  Highlands  or  the  Hebrides. 
^*fe,  therefore,  was  a  consideration  that  ought 


,  J|««oiiif.  no  dau\it,  a  "Uttre  de  cachet."—  Crorer. 
■<«ncuu  one  of  the  family  (an  uncle  probably)  who 


to  induce  a  chief  to  act  a  more  liberal  part, 
from  a  mere  motive  of  interest,  independent  of 
the  lofty  and  honourable  principle  of  keeping 
a  clan  together,  to  be  in  readiness  to  serve  his 
king.  I  added,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking 
a  little  arbitraiy  power  in  the  sovereign,  to 
control  the  bad  policy  and  greediness  of  the 
chiefs,  might  sometimes  be  of  service.  In 
France,  a  chief  would  not  be  permitted  to 
force  a  number  of  the  king's  subjects  out  of 
the  country.  Dr.  Johnson  concurred  with  me, 
observing,  that  "  were  an  oppressive  chieflain 
a  subject  of  the  French  king,  he  would,  pro- 
bably, be  admonished  by  a  letter ^^  * 

During  our  sail,  Dr.  Johnson  asked  about 
the  use  of  the  dirk,  with  which  he  imagined 
the  Highlanders  cut  their  meat.  He  was  told, 
they  ha^  a  knife  and  fork  besides  to  eat  with. 
He  asked,  how  did  the  women  do  ?  and  was 
answered,  some  of  them  had  a  knife  and  fork 
too ;  but  in  general  the  men,  when  they  had 
cut  their  meat,  handed  their  knives  and  forks 
to  the  women,  and  they  themselves  eat  with 
their  fingers.  The  old  tutor  ^  of  Macdonald 
always  eat  fish  with  his  fingers,  alleging  that  a 
knife  and  fork  gave  it  a  bad  taste.  I  took  the 
liberty  to  observe  to  Dr.  Johnson,  that  he  did 
so.  **  Yes,**  said  he,  "  but  it  is  because  I  am 
short-sighted,  and  aifraid  of  bones,  for  which 
reason  I  am  not  fond  of  eating  many  kinds  of 
fish,  because  I  must  use  my  filers.** 

Dr.  MTherson's  **  Dissertations  on  Scottish 
Antiquities,*'  which  he  had  looked  at  when 
at  Corrichatachin,  being  mentioned,  he  re- 
marked, that  "  you  might  read  half  an  hour, 
and  ask  yourself  what  you  had  been  reading : 
there  were  so  many  words  to  so  little  matter, 
that  there  was  no  getting  through  the  book.** 

As  soon  as  we  reached  the  shore,  we  took 
leave  of  Kingsburgh^  and  mounted  our  horses. 
We  passed  through  a  wild  moor,  in  many 
places  so  soft  that  we  were  obliged  to  walk, 
which  was  very  fatiguing  to  Dr.  Johnson. 
Once  he  had  advanced  on  horseback  to  a  verpr 
bad  step.  There  was  a  steep  declivity  on  his 
left,  to  which  he  was  so  near,  that  there  was 
not  room  for  him  to  dismount  in  the  usual 
way.  He  tried  to  alight  on  the  other  side,  as 
if  he  had  been  a  young  buck  indeed,  but  in 
the  attempt  he  fell  at  his  length  upon  the 
ground ;  from  which,  however,  he  got  up  im- 
mediately' without  being  hurt.  During  this 
dreary  ride,  we  were  sometimes  relieved  by  a 
view  of  branches  of  the  sea,  that  universal 
medium  of  connection  amonorst  mankind.  A 
guide,  who  had  been  sent  with  us  from  Kings- 
burgh,  explored  the  way  (much  in  the  same 
manner  as,  I  suppose,  is  pursued  in  the  wilds 
of  America)  by  observing  certain  marks  known 
only  to  the  inhabitants.  We  arrived  at  Dun- 
vegan  late  in  the  aflernoon.  The  great  size  of 
the  castle,  which  is  partly  old  and  partly  new. 


waa  fftiardian  during  the  minority  of  the  young  heir..— 
Crokkr. 


ami  is  built  upon  a  rock  close  to  the  soii,  wbll*' 
the  land  around  it  presents  nothing  but  wild, 
moorisU,  hillj%  and  craggy  uppeariuieos,  gave  u 
rude  inagnilicence  to  the  scene.  Having  dis- 
mounted, we  aaceuded  a  flight  of  ste|w,  vjhich 
was  made  by  the  late  Macleod,  for  the  uccoin- 
modutioD  of  persona  coining  to  him  by  land, 
there  formerly  being,  for  security,  no  other 
access  to  the  castle  hut  from  the  sea ;  so  that 
vbiters  who  came  by  the  laud  were  under  the 
necessity  of  getting  into  a  boat,  and  sailed 
round  to  the  only  [jiace  where  it  could  be  nt)- 
prna/.hed.  Wc  were  introduced  into  a  statc'ly 
dining-room,  and  received  by  Lady  Macle<Kl, 
inother  of  the  Lairtl,  who,  with  his  friend 
Ttdishvr^  haviut^  been  detained  on  the  road, 
did  not  arrive  tdl  some  tune  after  us. 

We  found  the  lady  of  the  house  a  very  polite 
and  sensible  woman,  who  had  lived  for  some 
time  in  London,  and  ha«l  there  been  in  Dr. 
Johnson's  company*  After  we  had  dined,  we 
repaired  to  the  drawing-room,  where  some  of 
the  youiig  ladies  of  the  family,  with  their 
mother,  were  at  tea.  This  r<wm  had  fonncrly 
been  the  bed-chamber  of  Sir  Roderick  Macleod, 
one  of  the  old  lairds  :  and  he  chose  it,  becuuse 
behind  it  there  was  a  considerable  cascade^ 
the  sound  of  which  disposed  him  to  i^leen. 
ATm»vg  hiia  bed  wa«  this  inscription:  —  "fciir 
Rorie  Macleod  of  Dunvegan,  Knight.  God 
send  good  rest !  "  Roiiu  is  the  contraction  of 
Roderick-  He  was  called  /?onc  More^  that  is, 
g^al  Rorie,  not  from  his  size^  but  from  hiis 
apirttt  Our  entertuiument  here  was  in  so  ele- 
gant a  style,  and  reminded mv  fellow-traveller 
so  much  of  Knirland^  that  lie  became  nulte 
joyous.  He  hmghcd,  and  ?aid,  '*"  Boswell,  we 
came  In  ut  (he  wrong  end  of  thta  inland/' 
"  Sir,"  said  I,  "  it  was  best  to  keep  thia  for  the 
hiat."  He  answered,  "  I  would  nave  it  both 
first  and  hist.'* 

Tuesdfit/,,  Sfft.  14.  —  Dr,  Johnson  said  in 
the  morning,  "  Is  not  this  a  fine  lady  ?  **  ' 
There  was  not  a  word  now  of  his  '^impatience 
to  be  in  eivilisetl  life;"  though  indeed  I  should 
beg  pardon  —  he  found  it  here.  We  had  slept 
Well,  and  lain  long.  After  breakfast  we  sur- 
veyed the  castle  and  the  garden.  Mi.  Bcthune, 
the  parish  uuni^ter,  Magniw  ^lacleod  of  Clag- 
gau,  brother  to  Ttdiaker^  and  Macleod  of  Bay, 
two  substantial  gentlemen  of  the  clan,  dined 
with  us.  We  had  admirable  vcnijutn,  generous 
wine;  in  a  word,  all  that  a  good  table  has. 
Tliis  was  really  the  hall  of  a  chief.  Lady 
Macleod  had  l>cen  much  obliged  t^  my  father, 
who  had  settled,  by  arbitration,  a  vaiietv  of 
perplexed  claims  between  her  and  her  relation, 


the  Laird  of  Brodie,  wliich  she  now  rep«id  by 
particuhir  attention  to  mo.  RLicieod  started 
the  Bubjcct  of  makuig  women  do  penauce  in 
the  church  for  fornication.  Jooksoh.  *•  It  i« 
right.  Sir.  Infamy  is  attached  to  the  crime, 
by  universal  opinicm,  as  soon  »s  it  ij«  knowti» 
I  would  not  be  tljc  man  who  wouhl  discover  it, 
if  I  alone  knew  it,  for  a  woman  may  reform ! 
nor  would  I  c<tmmeud  a  pardon  wb*i  il"  ' 
a  womaifs  first  otfence ;  uut  being  n; 
vulged,  it  ought  to  be  infamous.  Coii^--!.  ■  ^i 
what  importance  1o  «tH;icty  the  chastity  of 
women  i».  U(»on  that  all  the  property  in  the 
worM  dep<md5.  We  hung  a  thief  for  $tciding 
ft  sheep,  but  the  unchastity  of  a  wonum  trans* 
fer$  sheep,  and  fann,  and  all,  from  tJie  ri|ebt 
owner.*  I  have  much  more  revercnco  for  a 
common  prostitute  than  for  a  woman  who  con- 
ceals her  guilt.  The  prostitute  ia  known. 
She  cannot  deceive:  she  cannot  bring  a 
strumpet  into  the  arms  of  an  honest  man^ 
without  hi5i  knowledge.*'  Boswxll.  *'  Then! 
•s,  however,  a  great  diflerence  Ix^twcen  the 
licentiousnctiti  of  a  single  woman,  and  that 
of  a  married  woman."  Joh?jsok.  "YeA,8ir; 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  stealing  a 
shilling  and  stealing  a  thousand  poundH ;  be- 
tween simply  taking  a  man's  purse,  and  taur* 
dering  him  nrst,  and  then  taking  il.  But  when 
one  begins  to  be  vicious,  it  is  easy  to  go  on. 
Where  single  women  are  licentious,  you  rartily 
find  faithful  manied  women."  Boswruu 
"  And  yet  we  are  told,  that  in  some  naXions  in 
India,  the  distiuction  18  Btrictly  obsei'ved." 
Jonxsos.  "  Nay,  don't  give  us  India.  That 
puts  me  in  mind  of  Montesquieu,  who  is  really 
a  fellow  of  genius  too  in  many  respecls  ;  whi«n- 
ever  he  wants  to  support  a  strange  ii)>inion,  he 
quotes  you  the  practice  of  Japan,  or  of  some 
other  distant  country,  of  which  he  knows 
nothing.  To  support  |>olygaray»  he  t4.'ll»  yoii 
of  the  island  of  r  ormosa,  where  there  are  ten 
women  born  for  one  man.  He  had  but  to 
suppose  another  island,  where  there  are  t«i 
men  bom  for  one  woman,  and  so  make  a  mar- 
riage between  them.^ 

At  supper.  Lady  Macleod  mimtiottcd  Dr. 
Cadogan  s  book  on  the  gout.  JoiiJ»so».  *•  Il 
is  a  go<.Ml  book  in  general,  hut  a  iViolish  rmc  in 
particulars.  It  is  good  in  <_""•>'' '  -  .....oftj. 
mending  terafxf ranee,  and  e>  r» 

fulness.    In  that  respect  it  i^s  v  .  ^  i  -    m/i 

book  told  in  a  new  way;  and  there  should 
come  out  such  a  book  every  thirty  yenrs, 
dressed  in  the  mode  of  the  times.  It  t*  foolish, 
in  maintaining  that  the  gout  is  not  hereditary, 
and  that  one  nt  of  it,  when  gone,  b  like  afcvfr 


'  Sm*  ^n.«f,  p,  737.  .nnd  10th  Oct.,  1779.  «hirrw  nioMit  Jtnlifi* 
*nn  ii.ri)ui*«-,  I  thitik.ttiit  grmt  niund  qunilou  oo  too  rurro* 
groutidt.  —  CiiuKJiii. 

»  Wljftt  tny  fiJpCid  lrp*t^  •*  in  *Uil  «  fiijtpoaUkittj  |ia»  ar. 
tiulljr  huL>i|MniHl  liilhp  «r»irrn  \%Ux\At  orScotlmnd,  If  »»ni«Jr 
ttollovm  M*rlln.  who  ti'lU  II  of  the  UUrwU  of  Cal  ami  TjT'jl, 
atul  My«  that  U  (■  pruv«d  bjr  tbo  pMith  rcglilcra. 
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when  gone."  Lady  Macleod  objected  that  the 
author  does  not  practise  what  he  teaches.' 
JoHHsoM.  **I  cannot  help  that,  Madam. 
That  does  not  make  his  book  the  worse. 
People  are  influenced  more  by  what  a  man 
sajs,  if  his  practice  is  suitable  to  it,  because 
they  are  blockheads.  The  more  intellectual 
people  are,  the  readier  will  they  attend  to  what 
a  man  tells  them.  If  it  is  just,  they  will  follow 
it,  be  his  practice  what  it  will.  ^lO  man  prac- 
tises so  well  as  he  writes.  I  have,  all  my  life 
long,  been  lying  till  noon  ;  yet  I  tell  all  young 
men,  and  tell  them  with  great  sincerity,  that 
nobody  who  does  not  rise  early  will  ever  do 
any  good.  Only  consider !  You  read  a  book ; 
you  are  convinced  by  it ;  you  do  not  know  the 
author.  Suppose  you  afterwards  know  him, 
and  find  that  he  does  not  practise  what  he 
teaches ;  are  you  to  give  up  your  former  con- 
viction ?  At  this  Tate  you  would  be  kept  in  a 
state  of  equilibrium,  when  reading  every  book, 
till  you  Knew  how  the  author  practised.*' 
**  But,**  said  Lady  Macleod,  **  you  would  think 
better  of  Dr.  Cadogan,  if  he  acted  according 
to  his  principles."  Johnson.  "  Why,  J^Iadam, 
to  be  sure,  a  man  who  acts  in  the  face  of  light 
is  worse  than  a  man  who  does  not  know  so 
much  ;  yet  I  think  no  man  should  be  the  worse 
thought  of  for  publishing  good  principles. 
There  is  something  noble  in  publishing  truth, 
though  it  condemns  one*s  self."  I  expressed 
some  surprise  at  Cadogan's  recommending  good 
humour,  as  if  it  were  quite  in  our  own  power 
to  attain  it    Johnson.     **  Why,  Sir,  a  man 

Sows  better  humoured  as  he  grows  older, 
e  improves  bv  experience.  When  young, 
he  thinVs  himself  of  great  consequence,  and 
every  thing  of  importance.  As  he  advances 
in  life,  he  learns  to  think  himself  of  no  conse- 
quence, and  little  things  of  little  importance ; 
and  so  he  becomes  more  patient,  and  better 
pleased.  All  good  humour  and  complaisance 
are  acquired.  Naturally  a  child  seizes  directly 
what  it  sees,  and  thinks  of  pleasing  itself  only. 
By  degrees,  it  is  taught  to  please  others,  and 
to  prefer  others  ;  and  that  tnis  will  ultimately 
produce  the  greatest  happiness.  If  a  man  is 
not  convinced  of  that,  he  never  will  practise  it. 
Common  language  speaks  the  truth  as  to  this : 
we  sav,  a  person  is  well  bred.  As  it  is  said,  ' 
that  ail  material  motion  is  primarily  in  a  right 
line,  and  is  never  per  circuitu/n,  never  in  an-  | 
other  form,  unless  bv  some  particular  cause ;  so 
it  may  be  said  intellectual  motion  is."  Lady 
Macleod  asked,  if  no  man  was  naturally  good  ? 


'  Thi»  WM  a  (reneral  reflpction apalnst Dr. Cadogan. when  hit 
^fTf  popular  book  w.i^  firtt  published.  It  was  uiid.  that  whHt- 
•vtr  prrcruu  bti  might  give  to  utherf,  he  himself  indulged  i 
fredj  in  tbA  bftctle.     But  1  have  tince  had  the  pleasure  of  ; 
bvwiioq;  acquainted  with  htm,  and,  if  his  own  testmony  may 
hKbcUeired  (and  I  have  never  h-^ard  it  im|>eached),h1s  course 
•f  life  has  been  contormaiiln  to  hit  doctrine. —  Koswkll    | 
Dr.  Ckdogaa  died  in  17U7,  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

-WWOBT. 

'  k  seems  as  if  BoswcII  and  Lady  Mnrlfod  hnd  expected 
tfcat  Johnson  would  have  excepted  women  from  the  general 
lacornunkind —  CaoKta. 


Johnson.  "No,  Madam,  no  more  than  a  wolf." 
BoswEix.  "  Nor  no  woman,  Sir  ?  "  Johnson. 
"  No,  Sir."  Lady  Macleod  started  at  this,  saying, 
in  a  low  voice,  "This  is  worse  than  Swift  l*"  ^ 

Macleod  of  Ulinish  had  come  in  the  after- 
noon. We  were  a  iovial  company  at  supper. 
The  Laird,  surrounded  by  so  many  of  his  clan, 
was  to  me  a  pleasing  sight.  They  listened 
with  wonder  and  pleasure,  while  Dr.  Johnson 
harangued.  I  am  vexed  that  I  cannot  take 
down  his  full  strain  of  eloquence. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  15.  —  The  gentlemerf  of 
the  clan  went  away  early  in  the  morning  to  the 
harbour  of  Lochbraccadale,  to  take  leave  of 
some  of  their  friends  who  were  going  to  Ame- 
rica. It  was  a  very  wet  day.  We  looked  at 
Rorie  Morels  horn,  which  is  a  large  cow's 
horn,  with  the  mouth  of  it  ornamented  with 
silver  curiously  carved.  It  holds  rather  more 
than  a  bottle  and  a  half.  Every  Laird  of 
Macleod,  it  is  said,  must,  as  a  proof  of  his 
manhood,  drink  it  off  full  of  claret  without 
laying  it  down.  From  Jforie  More  many  of 
the  branches  of  the  family  are  descended;  in 
particular,  the  Talisker  branch;  so  that  his 
name  is  much  talked  of.  We  also  saw  his  bow, 
which  hardly  any  man  now  can  bend,  and  his 
glaymore^y  which  was  wielded  with  both  hands, 
and  is  of  a  prodigious  size.  We  saw  here  some 
old  pieces  of  iron  armour,  immensely  heavy. 
The  broad-sword  now  used,  though  called  the 
glaymore  (i.  e.  the  great  sword),  is  much 
smaller  than  that  used  in  Rorie  More*s  time. 
There  is  hardly  a  target  now  to  be  found  in  the 
Highlands.  After  the  disarming  act,  they 
mode  them  serve  as  covers  to  their  butter-milk 
barrels ;  a  kind  of  change,  like  beating  spears 
into  pruning-hooks. 

Sir  George  Mackenzie's  Works  (the  folio 
edition)  happened  to  lie  in  a  window  in  the 
dining-room.  I  asked  Dr.  Johnson  to  look  at 
the  Characteres  Advocatornm.  He  allowed  him 
power  of  mind,  and  that  he  understood  very 
well  what  he  tells  ;  but  said,  that  there  was 
too  much  declamation,  and  that  the  Latin  was 
not  correct.  He  found  fault  with  appropin- 
quabaiit  in  the  character  of  Gilmour.  I  tried 
him  with  the  opposition  between  gloria  and 
palma,  in  the  comparison  between  Gilmour  and 
!Ni.sbet,  which  Lord  llailes,  in  his  "  Catalogue 
of  the  Lords  of  Session,"  thinks  difficult  to  be 
understood.  The  words  are,  ^^ penes  ilium 
gloria,  penes  hnnc  palma.'*  *  In  a  short  Ac- 
count of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  which  I  pub- 
lished some  years  ago,  I  applied  these  words  to 


3  Commonly  called  claymttre,  but  more  properly  flaymore, 
quasi  glairrmon:  the  great  sword.  (Ufv^r  or  (ilatve  Is  used 
in  this  sense  b<^>th  in  English  and  French— derived,  says 
Menage,  from  the  I^tin  gladiux CROKEa. 

'<  "  Opposuit  (iilmono  providentia  Nisbetum:  qui  suromi 
doctrinA  consummatAque  eloquentiA  causns  agcbat.  ut  justitiie 
scaltp  in  equilibrlo  essent ;  nimtA  tamen  arte  semper  utcns 
[Kisbetus]  artem  siiam  suspecum  redileltat.  Quotics  ergo 
ronflixeruut.  penes  (iilmorlum  gloria,  jwucs  Nisbetum  palma 
fuit  :  quoniara  in  hoc  plus  artis  et  cultus.  In  ill«>  plus  naturie 
et  virium,"  — Mackenile's  Works,  edited  by  Ruddimao, 
!^  vols,  folio.  1722.  —  Weight. 
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the    two    contending   portie^ij   wid  explaJQeil 
Ihem  thus :  **The  popular  party  has  most  elo- 

?ucnc4j;  Dr.  Robertson's  party  most  iuHuence." 
was  very  <k*siroiw  to  hear  Dr.  Jolinson^s  ex- 
plirtttinn.  Johnson.  "1  see  no  liifficulty. 
GUiaour  vcaa  admired  for  his  parts ;  Nisbet 
(•arrted  hiB  i-ftuae  by  his  skill  in  law,  Palnui  is 
vietory,"  1  ob?ervcd,  that  tho  ohiiructer  of 
Nicholson,  in  this  book,  rescmblei)  that  of 
Burk*:' ;  lor  it  ia  said,  in  one  place,  "  in  omnes 
liiMOM  ft  jocos  sr  tttpe  maohrhat ; " '  and*  in 
aiiotlicM',  "  iiifl  ftcdpi^ns  morv,  e  cowpectu  nli' 
qti/indo  (ixtatUinm  sulUtmi  ge  protrahens  VfAatu^ 
in  pnednm  miro  imprtti  desccndchai"  ^  John- 
son. '*No,  Sir;  I  never  heard  Burke  make 
a  {jixid  joktf  in  my  litW  '  Bosweli-  "  Bat, 
Sir,  vou  will  j.ilIow  ho  is  n  hawk,"  Dr.  Johnson, 
thtnKini;  thnt  I  meant  this  of  his  joking,  saiil, 
**No,  Sir,  he  is  not  the  hawk  there.  He  is 
the  bcetlo  in  the  mire."  I  still  adhered  to  itxy 
metaphor  ;  "  but  he  goars  as  the  hawk."  John- 
son, "  Yci*i  Sir ;  but  he  catches  nothing." 
MocIc'ckI  asked,  whiit  i»  the  particular  ex- 
cellence of"  Burke's  eloijuenoe  ?  Johnson, 
**Conioui>ness  and  fertility  of  allusion;  a  power 
of  diversifying  his  matter,  by  placing  tt  in 
varlovis  rebitinnB.  Burke  has  great  information, 
and  orreat  command  of  language  ;  though,  in 
my  opinion,  it  has  not  in  every  respect  the 
highest  eJegrance,  Bo8well.  **Do  you  tbiidc, 
Sir,  that  Burke  has  read  Cicero  much  ? " 
Johnson.  **  I  don't  t>elieve  it,  Sir-  Burke 
has  great  knowledge,  great  tluency  of  words, 
and  great  promptness  of  ideas,  so  that  he  can 
speak  with  great  illustration  on  any  subkn-'t 
that  comes  before  him.  lie  is  nefther  like 
Cicero,  nor  like  Demo?ithenea,  nor  like  any  one 
eljje,  but  speaks  as  well  as  he  can.*' 

lu  tJie  sLxty-fiflh  piige  of  the  first  volume  of 
Sir  George  Mackenzie,  Dr,  Johnson  pointed 
out  a  paragraph  beginning  with  Aristotle,  and 
lohl  me  there  was  an  error  in  the  text,  which 
he  bade  me  try  to  discover.  I  waa  luckv 
enough  to  hit  tt  at  once.  As  the  passage  \i 
printed,  it  is  said  that  the  devil  answers  even  in 
engines.  I  corrected  it  to  —  ever  in  tBiiigvm». 
**  Sir,"  said  he,  *'  you  are  a  good  critic.  This 
would  have  been  a  great  Uiing  to  do  in  the 
text  of  an  ancient  author," 

Thurxdoy,  Sept.  16.  —  Last  night  much 
care  was  taken  of  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  still 
distressed  by  his  cohl.  He  had  hitherto  most 
strangely  slept  without  a  night^cop.  Miss 
Macleod  made  him  a  large  dannei  one,  and  he 
was  pn^vailed  with  to  drink  a  little  brandy 
when  he  was  ^oing  to  bed.  He  has  great 
virtue  in  not  dnnking  wine  or  any  fermented 


liquor,  because,  as  he  acknowledged  to  as,  he 
coulci  not  do  it  in  moderation.  Ladpr  Aljiclcod 
would  hardly  believe  him,  and  said,  '^  I  am 
sure,  Sir,  you  would  not  carry  it  too  fM,*^ 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Madaxii,  it  carried  me,  I 
took  the  opportunity  c»f  a  long  illness  U*  h^ave 
it  ofif.  It  was  then  prescribed  to  me  not  to 
drttdc  wine ;  and  having  broken  oil'  the  huhit, 
I  have  nei  er  relurneti  to  it.*' 

In  the  argument  on  Tuesday  night,  about 
natural  goodness,  i>r.  Johnson  d<'f"  •*  •'"  uiy 
child  was  better  than  another,  bu  I  ue 

of   instruction;    though,    in    ccni     ^  of 

greater  attention  being  paid  to  instruction  by 
one  child  than  another,  imd  of  a  variiiy  of 
I  imperceptible  causes,  such  as  tnstrurliou  being 
counteracted  by  servanti*,  a  notion  vtwt  con- 
ceived, that  of  two  children,  equally  well  <*dM- 
cated,  one  was  naturally  much  wor^  titJUi 
another.  He  owned,  this  morning,  tlial  one 
might  have  a  greater  aptituiie  to  leurn  than 
another,  and  that  we  inherit  dispositions  from 
our  jiarents.  "/  inkertted,"'  said  he,  **«  vile 
mrlttfwhnfr/  from  rnif  fnther^  which  has  nttidr  tm 
MAi>  all  my  ltft\  at  least  not  Aober.*'  hudy  Mflc- 
leod  wondered  he  should  tell  this.  *'Aladiim«'* 
said  I,  ''  he  knows  that  with  that  miuioe»^  h« 
is  eiuperior  to  other  men." 

I  nave  often  been  iistonished  with  what 
exactness  and  perspicuity  be  will  explain  tii« 
process  of  any  art.  He  this  morning  explained 
to  UB  all  the  operation  of  coining,  and,  i»t 
nighty  all  the  operation  of  brewing,  so  vei^ 
clearly,  that  Mr.  MHiJueen  mid,  when  he  henra 
the  first,  ho  thought  he  had  been  bre<l  in  thi? 
Mint ;  when  he  heard  the  second,  that  he  hml 
been  bred  a  brewer. 

I  was  elated  by  the  thought  of  having  been 
able  to  entice  such  a  man  to  this  remot4* 
of  the  world.  A  ludicrous,  yet  just  ii 
presented  itself  to  my  mind,  which  1  exfirei 
to  the  compimy.  I  compared  myself  to  u  dop 
who  has  got  hold  of  a  large  piece  of  meat.,  and 
runs  away  with  it  to  a  cornel*,  where  he  may 
devour  it  in  peaceT,  withtmt  any  leiir  of  others 
taking  it  from  him.  "Li  London,  Key nulds, 
Beauclerk,  and  all  of  tliem^  are  contending 
who  shall  enjoy  Dr.  Johnson's  Ciuiversntiuu. 
We  tti'e  feasting  upon  it,  undisturbed,  kI 
Dun  vegan." 

It  WHS  still  a  storm  of  wind  and  ruin.  Dr. 
Johnson  however  walked  out  with  Jl^lacleiMl^ 
and  saw  Rorie  Mores  cascade  in  full  pertee- 
tion.  Colonel  Wacleod,  instead  of  bv«ug  all 
life  and  gaiety,  as  I  have  seen  him,  waa  at 
present  grave,  and  somewhat  depressed  by  bii 
anxious  concern  about  Mocleoas  afliurs,  mul 


'  "  llr  .»rtni  ln(tul|reiii  himtelfin  «rcrj«|>Kln  of  ptnuantrr 
And  mU  "  — B'<»i»«iL. 

«  -  tliir  lit.,  ti..-  h..*k.  )uMn^  -vir,-!  wUh  „.  fnnr  flight  to  a 

hl«i(fl>  r   I  iwoop 

lh*t  olifr  — 

til*  I  ;i.>l   yft 

li*|4.  ,. 


*  See  AH**,  p 
Uih  thli  lnL't,  (I. 

nl1il.riii>r  to  it. 
in::-      ■ 
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hj  finding  some  gentlemen  of  the  clan  hj  no 
means  dispoeed  to  act  a  generous  or  affectionate 
part  to  their  chief  in  his  distress,  but  bargain- 
ing with  him  as  with  a  stranger.  However,  he 
was  agreeable  and  polite,  and  Dr.  Johnson  said 
he  was  a  very  pleasing  man.  My  fellow-tra- 
veller and  I  tailed  of  going  to  Sweden ;  and, 
while  we  were  settling  our  plan,  I  expressed  a 

Sleasure  in  the  prospect  of  seeing  the  king. 
oHxsoN.  "  I  doubt.  Sir,  if  he  would  spefuc 
to  us.**  Colonel  Macleod  said,  ^'I  am  sure 
^Ir.  Boswell  would  speak  to  Atm.""  But  seeing 
me  a  little  disconcerted  by  his  remark,  he 

S»litely  added,  "and  with  great  propriety." 
ere  let  me  offer  a  short  defence  of  that  pro- 
pensity in  my  disposition,  to  which  this  {gentle- 
man alluded.  It  has  procured  me  much  hap- 
piness.* I  hope  it  does  not  deserve  so  hard  a 
name  as  either  forwardness  or  impudence.  If 
I  know  myself,  it  is  nothing  more  than  an 
eagerness  to  share  the  society  of  men  distin- 
guished either  by  their  rank  or  their  talents, 
and  a  diligence  to  attain  what  I  desire.  If  a 
man  is  praised  for  seeking  knowledge,  though 
mountains  and  seas  are  in  his  way,  may  he  not 
be  pardoned,  whose  ardour,  in  the  pursuit  of 
the  same  object,  leads  him  to  encounter  diffi- 
culties as  great,  though  of  a  different  kind  ? 

After  the  ladies  were  gone  from  the  table, 
we  tidked  of  the  Highlanders  not  having 
sheets ;  and  this  led  us  to  consider  the  advan- 
tage of  wearing  linen.  Johnson.  "  All  animal 
substances  are  less  cleanly  than  vegetables. 
Wool,  of  which  flannel  is  made,  is  an  animal 
sabstanoe;  flannel  therefore  is  not  so  cleanly  as 
linen.  I  remember  I  used  to  think  tar  dirty; 
but  when  I  knew  it  to  be  only  a  preparation 
of  the  juice  of  the  pine,  I  thought  so  no 
longer.  It  is  not  disagreeable  to  have  the  gum 
that  oozes  from  a  plum-tree  upon  your  fingers, 
because  it  is  v^etable ;  but  if  you  have  any 
candle-grease,  any  tallow  upon  your  fingers, 
you  are  uneasy  till  you  rub  it  off".  —  I  have 
often  thought  that,  if  I  kept  a  seraglio,  the 
ladies  shoiud  all  wear  linen  gowns,  or  cotton 
— I  mean  stuffs  made  of  vegetable  substances. 
I  would  have  no  silk  ;  you  cannot  tell  when  it 
is  clean;  it  will  be  very  nasty  before  it  is 
perceived  to  be  so.  Linen  detects  its  own 
dirtiness." 

To  hear  the  grave  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson, 
•*  that  majestic  teacher  of  moral  and  religious 
wisdom,"  while  sitting  solemn  in  an  arm-chair 
in  the  ule  of  Sky,  talk,  ex  cathedra,  of  his 
keeping  a  seraglio,  and  acknowledge  that  the 
•appoeition  had  often  been  in  his  thoughts, 
struck  me  so  forcibly  with  ludicrous  contrast, 
that  I  could  not  but  laugh  immoderately.  He 
waa  too  proud  to  submit,  even  for  a  moment, 
to   be    the  object  of  ridicule,  and  instantly 


I  And  to  thi>  world  much  amntcmont  and  instruction. 
0Mft  fbrthU  obtnuire  propenitty  we  should  not  hare  had  this 
varfe.^CaouB. 

*  Tbia  last  argument  U  I  think  a  false,  and,  at  all  events. 


retaliated  with  such  keen  sarcastic  wit,  and 
such  a  variety  of  degrading  images,  of  every 
one  of  which  I  was  the  object,  that,  though  I 
can  bear  such  attacks  as  well  as  most  men,  I 
yet  found  myself  so  much  the  sport  of  all  the 
company,  that  I  would  gladly  expunge  from 
my  mind  every  trace  of  this  severe  retort. 

Talking  of  our  friend  Langton's  house  in 
Lincolnshire,  he  said  "  the  old  house  of  the 
family  was  burnt.  A  temporary  building  was 
erected  in  its  room ;  and  to  this  day  they  have 
been  always  adding  as  the  family  increased.  It  is 
like  a  shirt  made  for  a  man  when  he  was  a 
child,  and  enlarged  always  as  he  grows  older.** 

We  talked  to-night  of  Luther's  allowing  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse  two  wives,  and  that  it 
was  with  the  consent  of  the  wife  to  whom  he 
was  first  married.  Johnson.  *^  There  was  no 
harm  in  this,  so  far  as  she  was  only  concerned, 
because  volenti  rum  fit  injuria.  But  it  was  an 
offence  against  the  general  order  of  society, 
and  against  the  law  of  the  Gospel,  by  which 
one  man  and  one  woman  are  to  be  united.  No 
man  can  have  two  wives,  but  by  preventing 
somebody  else  from  having  one."  * 

Friday,  Sept.  17.— After  dinner  yesterday, 
we  had  a  conversation  u])on  cunning.  Macleod 
said  that  he  was  not  afraid  of  cunning  peo|)le ; 
but  would  let  them  play  their  tricks  about 
him  like  monkeys.  "But,"  said  I,  "they'll 
scratch;"  and  Mr.  M'Queen  added,  "they'll 
invent  new  tricks,  as  soon  as  you  find  out 
what  they  do."  Johnson.  "  Cunning  has  efi*ect 
from  the  credulity  of  others,  rather  than  from 
the  abilities  of  those  who  are  cunning.  It 
requires  no  extraordinary  talents  to  lie  and 
deceive."  This  led  us  to  consider  whether  it 
did  not  require  great  abilities  to  be  very 
wicked.  Johnson.  "  It  requires  great  abilities 
to  have  the  power  of  being  very  wicked ;  but 
not  to  he  \crj  wicked.  A  man  who  has  the 
power,  which  ^eat  abilities  procure  him,  ma^ 
use  it  well  or  ill ;  and  it  requires  more  abili- 
ties to  use  it  well,  than  to  use  it  ill.  Wicked- 
ness is  always  easier  than  virtue ;  for  it  takes 
the  short  cut  to  every  thing.  It  is  much  easier 
to  steal  a  hundred  pounds,  than  to  get  it  by 
labour,  or  any  other  way.  Consider  only  what 
act  of  wickedness  requires  great  abilities  to 
commit  it,  when  once  the  person  who  is  to  do 
it  has  the  power ;  for  there  b  the  distinction. 
It  requires  great  abilities  to  conquer  an  army, 
but  none  to  massacre  it  after  it  is  conquered." 

The  weather  this  day  was  rather  better  than 
any  that  we  had  since  we  came  to  Dunve^an. 
Mr.  M'Queen  had  often  mentioned  a  curious 
piece  of  antiquity  near  this,  which  he  called  a 
temple  of  the  goddess  Anaitis.  Having  often 
talked  of  going  to  see  it,  he  and  I  set  out  after 
breakfast,  attended  by  his  servant,  a  fellow 


a  too  narrow  irround  on  which  to  rest  this  great  doctrine — 
a  doctrine  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  human  dTillsatloo, 
and  of  all  indlTidual  happiness.  See  anti,  p.  334.,  and  pott, 
10th  Oct.  1779.  ~  Cbokkr. 
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qttit<i  like  a  savage,  I  must  obKorve  hvn%  llmt 
ill  Sky  then?  »cenis  to  bo  much  idleness ;  for 
men  iinil  hoys  folliiw  you*  as  colts  follow  pas- 
llctlJ^3r9  iiptm  a  road.  The  usual  ti;i;iin.'  ol*  a 
Skv-boy  IS  ft  iovfn  with  bare  logs  luni  feet,  a 
liir'ty  kilt»  r*^*red  cont  antl  wiiistrotit,  a  bure 
he)id,  »iul  a  stR'k  in  hid  haiul^  which,  I  PUppusKi, 
U  partly  to  help  the  laxy  rogue  to  walk,  pai'lly 
to  «erve  u»  a  kind  of  a  defcnsivo  wc*apt>ii»  \V  o 
walked  what  Is  culled  two  mik'S,  but  is  pro- 
bably four,  from  the  cfl«tlii»  liU  we  came  to  the 
f?jiurcMt  pliit'e.  The  country  round  is  a  black 
dreary  itunyr  on  all  &ides,  except  to  the  sea- 
crtiiHt/  towards  which  there  is  a  view  through  n 
valley ;  nnd  the  farm  of  Bay  shows  some  good 
land.  Th«  place  itaelf  is  green  ground,  being 
w«»ll  drained,  by  means  of  u  dct?p  glen  on  each 
side,  in  both  of  which  there  runs  a  rivulet 
with  a  good  quantity  of  water,  forming  several 
eaai'ndes,  which  moke  a  considerable  appear- 
ance and  sound.  The  first  thing  we  came  to 
was  an  earthen  mound,  or  dvkc  extending 
from  I  he  one  precipice  to  the  other,  A  little 
farther  on  was  a  strong  stone  wall,  not  high, 
but  very  thick,  extA.'nding  in  the  sajne  niannen 
On  the  **ul^ide  of  it  were  the  ruins  of  two 
houses,  one  on  cat  h  side  of  the  entry  or  gate 
to  it.  The  wall  is  built  all  along  of  unccment*jd 
fitone«,  but  of  so  large  a  size  as  to  make  a  very 
firm  and  durable  rarnport  It  haa  been  built 
alt  about  the  consecrated  ground,  except 
where  the  precipice  ia  steep  enough  to  form 
an  enclosure  of  itseU"!,  The  sacred  spot  con- 
tains more  than  two  acres.  There  arc  %vithin  it 
the  ruins  of  man  v  houses,  none  of  them  large,  ^ 
A  cairn,  —  and  many  graves  marked  by  clusters 
of  atones,  Mr.  McQueen  insisted  thut  the  ruin 
of  a  sraali  building,  fitamling  ea^st  and  wcHt, 
was  actually  the  temple  of  the  goddesis  Anuitis, 
where  h<?r  sttitue  was  kept,  and  triun  whence 
processions  were  made  to  wash  it  in  one  of  the 
brooks.  There  is,  it  must  be  owne<l,  a  hollow 
road  visible  for  a  good  way  from  the  cnti'ance; 
but  Mr.  Al*Queen»  with  the  keen  cje  of  an 
antiqujiry,  traced  it  much  farther  than  I  could 
perceive  it.  There  is  not  above  a  foot  and  a 
ludf  in  height  of  the  walla  now  remaining ;  and 
the  whole  extent  of  the  building  wiuj  never,  I 
imagine,  greater  than  an  ordinary  Highland 
houao.  Mr.  M'Quecn  has  colleuteil  a  great 
deal  of  learning  on  the  suliject  of  the  temple 
of  Anailis^  and  1  had  .i..!.  b\.iiir«.,l  in  my 
Journal,  to  i^tate  such  {>  ■'■'• 

sonundea  of  it,  and  of  tin  v; 

but  from  the  great  ditlioulty  of  describmg  visible 
object?,  I  found  ray  account  so  unsatiafact^iry, 
that  my  renders  would  prtibably  have  exclaimed, 

•*  And  wrtie  iitwut  it»  pwhlcss  and  ftlwut  it  ;*'* 
and  iht^refore  T  havo  omitted  it. 

When  we  got  home,  and  were  mgiun  at  table 


».  h,  «.  *.  itJ.  —  C'. 


of  thii  FfmjifV  itioutJ  ■TTrnw* 


with  Dr.  .J*»huson,  we  first  talked  of  portraita« 
Ht  ngreed  in  thinking  them  valualde  in  fauiilin*. 
I  wished  to  icnow  which  he  preferred,  fine  por- 
ti'aitJt  or  thoj^c  of  which  the  merit  was  resem- 
blance. JoaKsoir.  "  Sir,  their  i^ief  excellence 
is  lieing  like "  Boswkll.  '^  Are  you  of  thot 
opinion  as  to  the  portraits  of  aiic«5ilork  wlnmi 
one  lias  never  seen?"  JoHwaoJir.  "It  then 
becomes  of  more  <  "        '         "     ild 

be  like;  and  1  w*  t»f 

the  times,  which  iiiiik._>  ;« |iii^^  <-  ^i  riiM«»rv  One 
should  like  to  see  how  Jiorie  Mnre  looked. 
Truth,  Sir,  is  of  the  greatest  value  'w^  tlu^.- 
things."  Mr.  M*Qucon  observed,  th  i 
think  it  of  no  conscqueocc  whether  j 
arc  like,  if  they  are  but  well  painiedL^  you  auy 
he  indilTevent  whether  a  piece  of  history  ii  tnn» 
or  not,  if  well  told. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  at  breakfast  to-day,  "  tJiac 
it  was  but  of  late  that  historians  bestowinl  puini 
and  attention  in  consulting  record*,  to  atlain  uv 
accuracy,  iiacon,  in  writinj^  lib*  History  of 
Henry  VII.,  doc5  not  seem  to  have  consulted 
any,  Vmt  to  have  just  taken  what  ho  found  in 
other  historie*,  and  blended  it  with  what  he 
learned  by  tradition."  He  agreed  with  me 
that  there  .should  be  a  chronicle  kept  iu  every 
considerable  family,  to  preserve  the  characlt!in» 
and  transactions  of  successive  gencrtilioua. 

After  dinner  I  started  the  subject  of  the 
temple  of  Anaitis.  Mr.  M*Queen  had  laid 
stress  on  the  name  given  to  tile  phiw  bv  tho 
country  people,*— ^/wm^;  and  added,  "  I  knew 
not  what  to  mnkc  of  ihiii  piece  of  antiquity,  till 
I  met  with  the  Anaiddu  deluhrum  iu  Irvdi«% 
mentioned  by  Pausanias  and  the  elder  Pliny.'* 
Dr.  Jolmson,  with  his  usual  anutcuesj,  liX' 
amiued  Mr.  IkPQucrn  aa  to  the  mcHnitig  wf 
tiie  word  Ainnitt  in  Krsc ;  and  it  pioveii  to  Y>0 
3  water-phtcc,  or  a  place  near  water,  **  which," 
tiaid  Mr.  M*Queen,  *'  .agrees  with  \M  ilu-  lU- 
<*criptions  of  the  temples*  of  that  '. 
were  aituiited  near  rivers,  Ujfti  th' 
water  to  wB>ih  tie  statue."  Johnsuu,  '  i^ny* 
Sir,  the  argument  from  the  name  is  gone. 
The  name  is  exhausted  by  what  we  rh*.  \V© 
huve  no  occasion  to  go  to  a  dii>tnnc<'  for  wliai 
we  can  pick  up  under  our  feet.     I"  '  ■  im 

an  accidental  name,  the  similoil  >  it 

and  viRcfi/ij;  might  have  had  son.  tt; 

but  it  turns  out  to  he  a  mere  al 

name."  Maclcml  said,  Mr.  iSPQu.  w  ^  ,.ij^^»w- 
ledge  of  etymology  hnd  tlcstroyctl  his  c*"»n- 
jecture.  JoimsoM,  **  Yes,  Sir;  Mr.  M*Qii»*en 
i*  like  the  eagle  mentioned  by  Waller,  who  was 
shot  with  an  arrow  feathered  from  liiti  own 
wing."  Mr,  M'l^ueen  would  not,  boweviU', 
give  up  his  conjeciuj  e.  Johnsoxi,  *''  Yoti  Itavo 
one  p<issibility  for  yi-m,  and  tdl  pjs^^ibilititt 
against  you.    It  is  |K)£sible  it  may  be  the  texnpJts 

V«nt1yk.^.    Itefoold^,  utd  LAnTpnr«    [>r*ctit>e^    11,    U    f«| 

hhU'iy.     T  ill"*  r»ot  hrfltiitr  to  rvrnrd  mr  cit*tnlJiti,  thnt  «h«t 


lug  one,  wnili'  poiujjtiirc  ai  Jontigcm  Unfrrncx'a  ii. 
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of  Anaitis ;  but  it  is  also  possible  that  it  may 
be  a  fortification;  or  it  may  be  a  place  of 
Chriatian  worship,  as  the  first  Christians  oAen 
chose  remote  and  wild  places,  to  moke  an  im- 
pression on  the  mind ;  or,  if  it  was  an  heathen 
temple,  it  may  have  been  built  near  a  river,  for 
the  purpose  of  lustration ;  and  there  are  such 
a  multitude  of  divinities,  to  whom  it  may  have 
been  dedicated,  that  the  chance  of  its  being  a 
temple  of  Anaitis  is  hardly  any  thing.  It  is 
like  throwing  a  grain  of  sand  upon  the  sea- 
shore to-day,  and  thinking  you  may  find  it  to- 
morrow. ]So,  Sir,  this  temple,  like  manv  an 
ill-built  edifice,  tumbles  down  before  it  is 
roofed  it.**  In  his  triumph  over  the  reverend 
antiquarian,  he  indulged  niroself  in  a  conceit ; 
for,  some  vestige  of  the  cdtar  of  the  goddess 
bein^  much  insisted  on  in  support  of  the  hypo- 
thesis, he  said,  "  iir.  M'Qucen  is  fighting  pro 
aris  etfocia.^^ 

It  was  wonderful  how  well  time  passed  in  a 
remote  castle,  and  in  dreary  weather.  After 
sapper,  we  talked  of  Pennant.  It  was  objected 
that  he  was  superficial.  Dr.  Johnson  defended 
him  warmly.  He  said,  "  Pennant  has  greater 
Tariety  of  inquiry  than  almost  an^  man,  and 
has  told  us  more  than  perhaps  one  m  ten  thou- 
sand could  have  done,  in  the  time  that  he  took. 
He  has  not  said  what  he  was  to  tell ;  so  you 
cannot  find  fault  with  him  for  what  he  has  not 
told.  If  a  man  comes  to  look  for  fishes,  you 
cannot  blame  him  if  he  does  not  attend  to 
fowls."  "But,"  said  Colonel  Macleod,  "he 
mentions  the  unreasonable  rise  of  rents  in  the 
Highlands,  and  says,  *the  gentlemen  arc  for 
emptving  the  bag  without  filling  it,'  for  that  is 
the  phrase  he  uses.  Why  does  he  not  tell  how 
to  fill  it?"  JoHKSON.  " Sir,  there  is  no  end  of 
ne^tive  criticism.  He  tells  what  he  observes, 
and  as  much  as  he  chooses.  If  he  tells  what  is 
not  true,  you  may  find  fault  with  him;  but, 
though  he  tells  that  the  land  is  not  well  culti- 
Tated,  he  is  not  obliged  to  tell  how  it  may  be 
well  cultivated.  If  I  tell  that  many  of  the 
Highlanders  go  barefooted,  I  am  not  obliged 
to  tell  how  they  may  get  shoes.  Pennant  tells 
a  fact.  He  need  go  no  farther,  except  he 
pleases.  He  exhausts  nothing ;  and  no  subject 
whatever  has  yet  been  exhausted.  But  Pen- 
nant has  surely  told  a  great  deal.  Here  is  a 
man  six  feet  high,  and  you  are  angry  because 
he  is  not  seven."  Notwithstanding  this  elo- 
qaent  Oratio  pro  Pennautio,  which  they  who 
have  read  this  gentleman's  Tours,  and  recol- 
lect the  savage  and  the  8hopkee{)er  at  M(m- 
boddo,  will  probably  imimte  to  the  spirit  of 
eootradiction,  I  still  think  that  he  had  better 
^re  given  more  attention  to  fewer  things, 
have  thrown  together  such  a  number  of 
iperfect  accounts. 


wfit«> :  "  IkMwell,  with  some  of  hJg  troublcMrae 
bju  Informi!*!  this  family. and  remindrd  me,  that  the 
of  SePKmber  U  idt  birthday.    The    return    of   mjr  | 

,  Ir  I  remember  it.  flllt  me  with  thoughts  which  it 
to  h«  the  general  care  of  humanity  to  enraiiv.  I  can 
mk  back  upon  three  More  and  four  yeari.in  which  little 
mdooc,  and  little  bai  been  enjoyed  ;  a  life  diversified 
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Johnsim'M  Birih-datf.  —  Language$  the  Ptdigret  of 
Nation*.  —  The  Laird  of  Muek  —  Choice  of  a 
Wife.  —  BoswetVa  Journal.  —  Lady  Grange.  — 
Poetry  of  Savapee.  —  French  Literati.  —  iVt«« 
Fighting.  — French  and  English  Sddier$. — Dwel- 
ling. —  Change  of  Manner*. ' —  Landed  and  trad- 
ing  Intereet*.  —  LovoT*  Pyramid.  —  UHni*h.  — 
Lord  Orrery^  ifc.  Sfc. 

Saturday,  Sept.  18. — Before  breakfast.  Dr. 
Johnson  came  up  to  mv  room,  to  forbid  me  to 
mention  that  it  was  his  birthday;  but  I  told 
him  I  had  done  it  already;  at  which  he  was 
displeased — I  suppose  from  wishing  to  have 
nothing  particular  done  on  his  account.'  Lady 
Macleod  and  I  got  into  a  warm  dispute.  She 
wanted  to  build  a  house  upon  a  farm  which 
she  has  taken,  about  five  miles  from  the  castle, 
and  to  make  gardens  and  other  ornaments 
there ;  all  of  which  I  approved  of;  but  insisted 
that  the  seat  of  the  family  should  always  be 
upon  the  rock  of  Dunvegan.  Johnson.  "  Ay, 
in  time  we  '11  build  all  round  this  rock.  You 
may  make  a  very  good  house  at  the  farm ;  but 
it  must  not  be  such  as  to  tempt  the  Laird  of 
Macleod  to  go  thither  to  reside.  Most  of  the 
groat  families  of  England  have  a  secondary 
residence,  which  is  called  a  jointure-house; 
let  the  new  house  be  of  that  kind."  The  lady 
insisted  that  the  rock  was  very  inconvenient ; 
that  there  was  no  place  near  it  where  a  good 
garden  could  be  made ;  that  it  must  always  be 
a  rude  place ;  that  it  was  a  Herculean  labour  to 
make  a  dinner  here.  I  was  vexed  to  find  the 
alloy  of  modern  refinement  in  a  lady  who  had 
so  much  old  family  spirit.  "  Madam,"  said  I, 
"  if  once  you  quit  this  rock,  there  is  no  know- 
ing where  you  may  settle.  You  move  five 
miles  first ;  then  to  St.  Andrew's,  as  the  late 
Laird  did ;  then  to  Edinburgh ;  and  so  on  till 
vou  end  at  Hampstead,  or  in  France.  No,  no ; 
keep  to  the  rock ;  it  is  the  very  jewel  of  the 
estate.  It  looks  as  if  it  had  been  let  down  from 
heaven  by  the  four  corners,  to  be  the  residence 
of  a  chief.  Have  all  the  comforts  and  con- 
veniences of  life  upon  it,  but  never  leave  Rorie 
More'*  cascade  "  "  But,"  said  she,  "  is  it  not 
enough  if  we  keep  it  ?  Must  we  never  have 
more  convenience  than  llorie  More  had?  he 
had  his  beef  brought  to  dinner  in  one  basket. 


and 
isrontent  or 


by  misery,  spent  part  in  the  sluggishness  of  penury 
part  under  the  violence  of  pain,  in  gloomy  disrontc 
importunate  distress.  But,  perhaps,  I  am  better  than  I  should 
have  bi-<>n.  if  1  had  been  less  aflSictod.  With  this  I  will  try 
to  be  content."  —  Ixttcr$.  See  pott,  Sept.  17.  1777,  his 
dislike  to  hear  bis  birthday  noticed.^  Cbokkr. 
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and  his  breiid  in  anothei'.  Whj  not  os  well 
Im3  Rori^  More  lill  over,  a*  live  upon  his  rock  ? 
Antl  sliouhl  not  we  tire^  in  looking  perpetually 
o»  thii^  rot'k  ?  It  i*  very  well  for  you,  who 
liuve  a  fine  place.,  and  every  thing  easy,  to  talk 
thug,  and  think  of  chaining  honest  folks  to  a 
rock.  You  would  not  live  upon  it  yourself." 
"  Yes,  Mttdiun,"  »aid  I,  "I  would  live  upon  it, 
were  I  Laird  of  Macleod,  and  should  be  un- 
happy if  I  were  not  upon  ii.'*  Jounson  (witJi 
a  strtmg  voice  and  most  detprniinf'd  manner), 
"  Mudtini,  rather  than  quit  the  old  roek,  Bos- 
well  would  live  in  the  pit ;  he  would  make  liLs 
bed  in  the  dungeon,"  I  felt  a  degree  of  ela- 
tion* at  lindiu^  uiy  resolute  feudal  enthusiasm 
thus  eoiifiriuet)  by  snch  n  saneiH»n.  The  lady 
Wii5  puxzled  a  little.  She  still  retui'ned  to 
her  pretty  furm  — rich  ground — fine  garden, 
"  MudamJ^'  said  Dr.  Johniion,  "  were  they  in 
Aaia,  I  would  not  leave  the  rock."  '  My  opi- 
ciirin  on  this  subject  xa  still  the  Bame.  An 
ancient  family  residence  ought  to  be  a  primary 
objeet ;  and  though  the  situation  of  Dunvegan 
be  such  that  little  can  be  done  here  in  garden- 
ing or  plejtsure  ground,  yet^  in  addition  to  the 
venurafion  a<*quired  by  tlie  laiwe  of  time,  it  has 
many  circumstances  of  natural  grandeur,  Fuited 
to  tlie  seat  of  a  Ilijihland  chief:  it  has  the 
8CB  —  islands — rocks  —  bills  —  a  nnble  cascade; 
and  whim  the  family  is  again  in  opulence, 
something  may  b<^  done  by  art." 

Mr.  Donald  M'Queim  went  away  to-day,  id 
order  to  preaeh  at  Kraccadale  next  day.  We 
were  co  comfortably  situated  at  Dunvegan,  that 
Dr.  Johnson  could  hsirdly  be  moved  from  it.   1 

Sniposed  to  him  that  we  should  h?ave  it  on 
londay-  "No,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  will  not  go 
before  Wednesday.  I  will  liave  some  more  of 
tliip  gf»od."  However,  jus  the  weather  w.os  at 
this  sesvgon  so  bail,  and  *o  very  uncertain,  imd 
we  htid  a  great  deal  lo  do  yet,  Mr.  IM*(|tjeeu 
and  1  prevailed  with  liim  to  agree  to  yet  out  on 
Morjdiiy,  if  the  day  should  be  good.  Mr. 
M'"Queen,  though  it  wa**  inconvenient  for  him 
to  be  absent  from  his  harvest,  enjianjed  to 
wait  on  Monday  at  Ulinish  for  us,  ^\Tien  he 
wa«  going  away,  Dr.  Johnston  said,  "  I  shall 


Dr.  Juhojinn  in  i'  n. 

thai  of  flccr»»,     1  ' 

thi*  mok,  whfchj  u'iiiiijii^  up   ilnniUHu   Lhu  rlu!,  ..^^h  uk-il   liilO 
thp  cnijfi  of  tlif  ciuiW.     Tniv  punAff,  at  nil  Omr»  tcry  in. 

c«nMi-n|.  Ml,  li,k.:l  bi-t-n  shandorn  il    .iri'il   u.i'  ni^miui.     A  »'f-'y 
1j«ljri  ■     -ij: 

fnjpn  -n 

•♦c>-  .....  .   ', 

Whniii  1  ,1111  u.i(i|iy  lu  c'.i.i  ir.v 
crmvnnlt'ttt  iiott  tharTM'tert»tlc 
Rpfj^oiirh    to  tln«  rrirUu'f   iidi* 

ca»«i'-   '-''■■     J   ^""-" •-    * 

wIk  ' 

liy  > 
hnt- 
ewri 


ever  retuin  a  great  regard  for  TOm:"  tJten 
asked  him  if  he  had  the  "  Rawhler***  Air. 
Jkl*Queen  said,  "  No,  but  my  brother  ha*  it.** 
JonxsoN,  '*  Have  you  the  "  Idler  ?"  Af'Qufifci*. 
*'  No,  Sir."  JoRNsos.  ''Then  I  will  order  one] 
for  you  at  Edinburgh,  which  you  will  keep  m 
remembrance  of  me."  Mr.  AI'Queeu  waft  much 
pleaiied  with  this.  He  eJtpre^scd  to  me^  in  ih« 
fitrongegt  ttrms,  his  admiration  of  Dr.  John- 
son's wonderful  knowledge,  and  every  other 
quutity  for  which  he  \»  distinguished.  1  aaked 
air-  McQueen  if  he  was  satistied  with  being  a 
minister  in  Sky.  He  said  he  wa*;  but  he 
owned  that  his  forcfathew  having  been  so 
long  there,  and  his  having  lieen  bom  there, 
made  a  chief  ingrwlient  in  forming  his  con- 
tentment. I  should  have  mentioned,  that  tin 
our  led  hand,  between  Portree  and  Dr.  Mac- 
leod's  house,  Mr.  M'Queen  told  me  there  hiul 
been  a  rolle|re  of  the  Knights  Templars;  Umt 
tradition  said  so;  and  that  there  wnj^  a  rain 
remaining  of  their  church,  which  hiid  been 
burnt:  but  I  confess  Dr.  Johnson  haa  weak- 
ened my  belief  in  remote  tradition.  In  fh*» 
dispute  about  AnuiiU^  Mr.  M'Qiteeu  Biud, 
Asia  Minor  was  peopled  by  Scythiaii»,  and,  as 
they  were  the  ancestors  of  the  Celts,  the  ^anie 
religion  might  be  in  Asia  Minor  and  Sky. 
JouNSON.  "  Alaji!  Sir,  what  can  a  nation  that 
huM  not  letters  tell  of  ita  original  ?  I  have 
always  difficulty  to  be  patient  when  I  hear 
authors  gravely  quoted,  as  givin^  account*  of 
savage  nations,  which  accounts  tliey  haul  from 
the  savages  themselves.  What  can  the  M'Craaa 
teli  about  themselves  a  thousand  years  ago  P  ' 
There  is  no  tracing  the  connection  of  ancient 
nations,  but  by  language ;  and  therefore  I  %m 
always  &orry  when  any  huiguage  is  lost,  be- 
cause languagei  are  tfie  petlitf^ree  of  nations. 
Lf  you  fincl  the  same  language  In  distant  c^juii- 
tries,  you  may  be  sure  that  the  inbabilartt*  of 
each  have  been  the  same  people  ;  that  is  to  any, 
if  you  find  the  Languages  a  gmwl  deal  the  saitie; 
for  a  word  here  and  there  lieing  the  same,  will 
not  do.  Thus  Butler,  in  his  *  Hudibra^,*  TC^ 
membering  that  /t&ngnin^  in  the  8trait«  of 
Magellan,  aigniliea  a  bird  with  a  white  iuaaul, 


the?  Innjrimse  of  hor  hlM^  .    : 
self  lo  Im   their   cftK"    . 
M-btvlf,  wihi'  li   -ho  ^n! 
them  till-  ■  ' 

for  the  Mil  I 

been  achu'V<-4  1'*r  Fijjrs  In  f  .r.-    —  \\  . 

>  "  \\  hat  can  thv  M'Cnuu  tdl  <  • 

r^-ar*  (ipit  ?  "    Mof*»  than  thr  llnrt   r 


1  tu>c 


inLPiL-,  uiiuri  tui?  iiirf"tii.un  ui  Lni-  jjroi'iii  Mviirlict'iit  ii.tuy   j    nuyi  i. 
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and  that  the  same  word  has,  in  Wales,  the  sig- 
nification of  a  white-headed  wench  (pen  heeui, 
and  guin  white),  by  way  of  ridicule,  concludes 
that  the  people  of  those  straits  are  Welsh." 

A  young  gentleman  of  the  name  of  M*Lean, 
nephew  to  the  Laird  of  the  Isle  of  Muck,  came 
this  morning;  and  just  as  we  sat  down  to 
dinner  came  the  Laird  of  the  Isle  of  Muck 
himself,  his  lady,  sister  to  Talisker^  two  other 
ladies,  their  relations,  and  a  daughter  of  the 
late  M^Leod  of  Hamer,  who  wrote  a  treatise 
on  the  second  sight,  under  the  designation  of 
**  Theophilus  Insulanus." '  It  was  somewhat 
dfoU  to  hear  this  laird  called  by  his  title. 
3/tfcil  would  have  sounded  ill;  so  he  was  called 
Isle  of  Muck,  which  went  off  with  great  rea- 
diness. The  name,  as  now  written,  is  unseemly, 
but  is  not  so  bad  In  the  original  Erse,  which  is 
MonacKt  signifying  the  Sows'  I:»land.^  Bu- 
chanan calls  it  Insmi  Porcorum.  It  b  so  called 
from  its  form.  Some  call  it  the  Isle  of  Monk. 
The  Laird  insists  that  this  is  the  proper  name. 
It  was  formerly  church-land  belonging  to 
Icolmkill,  and  a  hermit  lived  in  it.  It  is  two 
miles  lonff,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
broad.  The  Laird  said,  he  had  seven  score  of 
souls  upon  it.  Last  year  he  had  eighty  persons 
inoculated,  mostly  children,  but  some  of  them 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  agreed  with  the 
surgeon  to  come  and  do  it  at  half  a  crown  a 
head.  It  is  very  fertile  in  corn,  of  which  they 
export  tome;  and  its  coasts  abound  in  fish. 
A  tailor  comes  there  six  times  in  a  year. 
They  get  a  good  blacksmith  from  the  Isle  of 

Egg- 

Sunday^  Sept.  19.  —  It  was  rather  worse 
weather  than  any  that  we  had  yet.  At  break- 
fast Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  Some  cunning  men 
choose  fools  for  their  wives,  thinking  to  manajje 
them,  but  they  always  fail.  There  is  a  spaniel 
fool,  and  a  mule  fool.  The  spaniel  fool  may  be 
made  to  do  by  beating.  The  mule  fool  will 
neither  do  by  words  nor  blows ;  and  the 
spaniel  fool  oflen  turns  mule  at  last :  and  sup- 
pose a  fool  to  be  made  do  pretty  well,  you 
must  have  the  continual  trouble  of  making 
her  do.  Depend  upon  it,  no  woman  is  the 
worse  for  sense  and  knowledge."  Whether 
aflerwanb  he  meant  merely  to  say  a  polite 
thing,  or  to  give  his  opinion,  I  couhl  not  be 


sure ;  but  he  added,  "  Men  know  that  women 
are  an  over-match  for  them,  and  therefore  they 
choose  the  weakest  or  most  ignorant.  If  they 
did  not  think  so,  they  never  could  be  afraid  of 
women  knowing  as  much  as  themselves.**  In 
justice  to  the  sex,  I  think  it  but  candid  to 
acknowledge,  that  in  a  subsequent  conversa- 
tion he  told  me  that  he  was  serious  in  what  he 
had  said. 

He  came  to  my  room  this  morning  before 
breakfast,  to  read  my  Journal,  which  he  has 
done  all  along.  He  oflen  before  said,  "  I  take 
great  delight  in  reading  it."  To-day  he  said, 
"You  improve:  it  grows  better  and  better." 
I  observed,  there  was  a  danger  of  my  getting 
a  habit  of  writing  in  a  slovenly  manner. 
"  Sir,"  said  he,  "  it  is  not  written  in  a  slovenly 
manner.  It  might  be  printed,  were  the  subject 
fit  for  printing. ' '  While  Mr.Bethune  preached 
to  us  in  the  dining-room,  Dr.  Johnson  sat  in 
his  own  room,  where  I  saw  lying  before  him  a 
volume  of  Lord  Bacon's  works,  "  The  Decay 
of  Christian  Piety,"  Monboddo's  "  Origin  of 
Language,"  and  Sterne's  Sermons.  He  asked 
me  to-day,  how  it  happened  that  we  were  so 
little  toj^ether ;  I  told  him  my  Journal  took  up 
much  time.  Yet,  on  reflection,  it  appeared 
strange  to  me,  that  although  I  will  run  from 
one  end  of  London  to  another,  to  pass  an  hour 
with  him,  I  should  omit  to  seize  any  spare  time 
to  be  in  his  company,  when  I  am  settled  in  the 
same  house  with  him.  But  my  Journal  is 
reallj  a  task  of  much  time  and  labour,  and  he 
forbids  me  to  contract  it. 

I  omitted  to  mention,  in  its  place,  that  Dr. 
Johnson  told  Mr.  M'Queen  that  he  had  found 
the  belief  of  the  second  sight  universal  in  Sky, 
except  amonw  the  clergy,  who  seemed  de- 
termined against  it.  I  took  the  liberty  to 
observe  to  Air.  M'Queen,  that  the  clergy  were 
actuated  by  a  kind  of  vanity.  "  The  world," 
say  they,  "takes  us  to  bo  credulous  men  in  a 
remote  corner.  We'll  show  them  that  we  are 
more  enlightened  than  they  think."  The 
worthy  man  said,  that  his  disbelief  of  it  was 
from  his  not  finding  sufficient  evidence ;  but  I 
could  i)erceive  that  he  was  prejudiced*  against 
it. 

Afler  dinner  to-day,  we  talked  of  the  extra- 
ordinary fact  of  Lady  (Jrange's  *  being  sent  to 


1  The  work  of"  Thfophilv$  Insnianus  "  was  written  in  n* 
ovduious  a  ftfip  a*  rithi-r  Dr.  Johnson  or  his  biugraphcr 
eoaid  have  drslred —  Walter  Scott. 

*  Properly,— Mr.  WillfAm  Macpherson  informed  n)«>,  —  of 
■£wim€  or  teaii.  —  Crokkr. 

A*  I  have  faithfullr  recorded  to  many  minute  particulars, 
I  boor  1  sball  be  pardcmed  for  insertinf;  so  flatiering  an  en- 
ContiDn  on  what  is  now  ofrer<>d  to  the  ptiblir —  Boswell. 

*  Br  the  very  use  f»f  this  word,  Mr.  BoswcU  shows,  that  he 
hiauclf  was  prHudieed  in  favour  of  the  $econd  tight,  cither 
tuaaiiMi  it  suited  the  cr<>dulous  temper  of  his  own  mind,  or 
brra^f  U  looked  like  a  national  honour.  The  clergy  were 
prataMy  not  prrjudiad  against  it.  otherwise  than  as,  being 
the   bert  educated  and  most  intelligent  persons  in  thoaa 

tbey  saw  the  absurdity  of  the  fables  on  which  the 
was  supported.    General  Macle'td  found  John. 


willint  to  believe  in  the  second  sight  than  in 
Aod  Boawell  boasu  of  being  an  absolute  believer. 
M«Mf.  inder  Mth  March.  1775.  —  Croker. 
*  Tha  true  itory  of  this  lady,  which  happened  in  this  cen- 


tury, is  as  frightfully  romantic  as  if  it  had  been  the  ficUon  of 
a  gloomy  fancy.  She  wa«  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Lords  of 
Session  in  Scotland,  a  man  of  the  very  first  bl»od  of  his 
country.  For  some  mysterious  reasons,  which  have  nfver  ' 
been  discovered,  she  was  selm-d  and  carried  off  in  tiie  dark,  i 
she  know  not  l>y  whom,  and  by  nightly  journi'\s  was  con- 
veyeil  to  the  Highland  shores,  from  whence  she  was  trans- 
ported by  sea  to  the  remote  r  ck  of  St.  Kilda.  where  she 
remained,  amongst  its  few  wild  inhabitants,  a  forlorn  pri- 
soner, btit  had  a  constant  supply  of  provi«ions.  and  a  woman 
to  wait  on  her.  No  inquiry  was  made  after  her.  till  she  at 
last  found  means  to  convfv  a  letter  to  a  confldential  friend, 
by  the  daughter  of  a  Catcchist.  who  conce.iird  it  in  a  clue  of 
yarn.  Information  being  thus  obtained  at  Edinburgh,  a  ship 
wns  sent  to  bring  her  i>n:  but  intelligence  of  this  liemg  re. 
ceived,  she  was  conveyinl  to  Macleod  s  Island  of  Herries, 
w  here  she  died.  —  Boswrll. 

The  story  of  Lady  (irange  is  well  known.   I  have  seen  her 
Journal.    She  had  become  privy  to  some  of  the  Jacobite  in- 
trigues,  in  which  her  husband.  Lord  Grange  (an  Ersklne 
z  3 
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St,  Kildo,  and  confined  ibere  for  ^everttl  years, 
without  any  luvuns  of  reliv'f.'  Dr.  tloiiuisou 
m;»«1,  if  Macleod  wruild  lot  it  he  known  that  he 
imd  siKrh  tt  pliice  for  niiughty  ttidie^  he  might 
mukf  it  II  v»iry  proliUihle  ishimi.  We  had,  in 
\\ni  cotirjiw?  of  our  lour,  heard  of  St.  Kildn 
jwetry.  Dr.  Johnson  observed,  '*  It  mu3t  be 
vttry  fK>or,  because  they  have  very  few  iniaj^es." 
PoswELi"  "There  miiy  be  a  fioetical  genius 
shown  in  combining  these,  and  in  nuiking 
IxK'try  of  them."  Johm^on.  "  Sir,  a  man 
cannot  ninko  fire  but  in  proportion  as  he  luia 
fiiel.  He  cannot  coin  giuneii*  but  in  pro|)or- 
ticm  aa  he  has  gold.**  At  tea  he  inlked  of  his 
intending  to  po  to  Italy  in  1775.  Mai'leiKj 
aaid,  lie  would  like  Pftri*  better.  Joukhon. 
**  No,  Sir :  there  are  none  of  the  French 
literiiti  noiv  alive,  to  visit  whom  1  would  cross 
a  Mua.  I  CUD  6nd  in  Buabn's  book  dl  tluit  lie 
can  say/** 

Ailer  supper  he  said,  "  I  am  sorry  that 
pn^e-fi-jhtin^i;  is  ^one  out ;  every  art  should  l>c 
preserved,  and  the  art  of  defenee  is  surely 
important.  It  h  absurfi  thai  our  soldiers 
should  have  pwords,  and  not  be  rjiutjiht  the  use 
of  them.  Prize-lightinj£  ^  nuide  i»cople  nccus- 
tomed  not  to  be  alarmed  at  seeing  their  own 
blood,  or  feeling  a  little  pain  troiu  a  wound.  I 
think  th«.'  heavy  ^lot/more  waa  an  ill -contrived 
we.'ijwn,  A  miin  coidd  only  strike  onoe  with 
it.  It  employed  both  his  hands,  and  he  must 
uf  eourae  be  d<^on  fufijijjued  with  wielding  it  ; 
j«o  that  if  his  antagonist  tould  only  ket'p  plav- 
ini;  Hwhile,  he  vrns  sure  of  hiui.  1  would  {ii;ljt 
\vith  a  dirk  rt^afsdiKft  Borif  Morcn  sword.  I 
could  ward  olfa  blow  with  n  dirk,  and  then  run 
in  upon  my  enemy-.  When  within  that  heav 
sword,  I  have  him  ;  be  is  quite  helpless,  and 


?avy 
idl 


lirothrr  nf  thr  P:ifl  of  Mir,  .vsd  a  T.nfd  of  Po**fon),  anil  hli 
futnil',    ■■'■!.■'  '     '  "  '   ,  ■•«■ 


could  8tab  him  at  my  leisure,  like  a  calf.  It  in 
thouf^'ht  by  nensible  military  men,  that  ihu 
En^iush  do  not  enough  avail  themselves  of 
their  superior  stren^h  of  body  ugain^t  the 
French  ;  for  tluit  must  always  have  a  preat 
advantage  in  pushinoj  with  bayonets.  I  huve 
heard  un  officer  say,  tljat  if  women  could  be 
made  to  stand,  they  wouhl  do  »»  well  n»  men 
in  mere  interchtuij^eof  bullets  from  a  distance' ; 
but  if  a  body  uf  men  sliould  come  doj«e  up  to 
them,  then  to  be  ?ure  they  must  be  overcome  i 
now,''  said  he,  *^  in  the  «amQ  manner  tlie 
weaker-bodie<l  French  roust  be  overcome  by 
our  strong  soldiers,** 

The  subject  of  duelling  was  introditCiHJL 
JouK&oM.  "There  is  no  case  in  Enjrinnd  where 
one  or  other  of  the  combatants  rnuxt  die*  :  if 
you  have  overcome  your  adversary  by  disarm* 
in^r  him,  that  is  sufficient,  thouffn  you  should 
not  kill  him;  your  honour,  or  the  b(mour  of 
your  fjuui/y,  is  restored,  as  much  as  it  din  be  by 
a  duel.  It  iii  cowardly  to  force  your  anfa^'uniHt 
to  renew  tlie  combnt,  when  you  know  that  you 
have  the  advantage  of  him  by  superior  saill. 
You  might  just  m  well  go  and  cut  his  throat 
while  be  is  tisleep  in  hia  bed.  When  a  duel 
begins,  it  is  supposed  there  uiav  be  an  e<|uality  ; 
bccaus^e  it  is  not  always  skill  lljut  prevails.  It 
depends  much  on  jiresence  of  mind ;  uay,  on 
aceidentB.  The  wind  m-iy  be  in  a.  man's  face. 
He  may  fall.^  Many  such  things  may  decide 
the  superiority.  A  man  m  guflicieutly  puuisLt*d 
by  being  called  out,  flud  subjected  to  the  risk 
that  is  in  a  duel."  But  on  my  sujjgf<tiug  thai 
the  injured  person  is  eipially  subjecle*!  to  risk, 
he  fairly  owne<1  he  could  not  ujLplaiu  the  rm- 
tionalily  of  duelling. 

Momiay^  Hept.  20»  — When  I  awaked*  Uie 


reeelTcd  a  letter  ypilerdav  rronn  M'Nt'il  of  Tlnrra.,  *»  b«  Ufiis 

I  very  fur  olT  H.nX  bv  a  *?•  hi* 

I  aorvlcc,  whvph  h.ko  m,i  i  ti» 

'    itrlr  i>f  Irli   Jpttcr   niu.  " 

■'     —  BoiWSLI,,      ll  \\n\    -;iu1  Ji|    M   >,  .14,1 

•  lincilt  lilf  tiiiuplpfa  lili'w  It  piirtu  lU 

I'll  all  (he  wu>iJ  nilghl  grt  to  di  .  t:a 


dire-. 
SI.  h 

_\% 

IH^.T' 

nnirtU  ■^. . 

vcifiui.  — Cs 

•   III       I 
rwrt  -i'  ■  ■ 
hnU  I' 


;    hi*   iiiur*,  WLTt:  ttiii 
■<<^,  p.  .V>.  n.  3.)  5  unU 

Kjiiii.    b)  wlilch  the  wufr  «poken 
jtu   uminoiJ*  liitliiiirtkiii.  corrc* 

tt'.'JiTt  in  th*"  Ifrtitrr-RHtm  oT  nn 


1  .icl(!0(l  Iniortnf  nm,  at  Dim- 


wi-    fix. I 


it  thr  jii»tlcc  of  my 
■  Krpi>ch  liunid.  1 

fcljnw- 

trtrrUc 
whoDi 

r'i  rpTn»rk  tun- 

iMiY  «>t 

1  «in  to) it.  hmt* 

''■'     ^'"■'"'    "'   •■■'"•< 

'  II 

a.i 

1 1.. 

At 
(rt    ' 

ln'.v:    hi.    kl»«-« 
r>(  L«tt»  wnuihl 

lit" 

V   l'ir,;j,  .  iv-,  -     . 
rvf  (iltficW   4ti<l    .i 
rr»«*tl   from   U\i    1 

tl,1V- 

^   ]>lr 
thf  art 
li.-itl  Ikm 

lu-nr  '  ' 

'*«C 

»»  inHlterurtilirtorlCrtl  (Act,  tDrrroril  |t,«i 

lii-M    Ih    v'nlni.-    iri,i(     l>nf«'   »  i>     ii*v  f^. 


I  u«e  ol  pii^loli,  A  wi;wt*nti  whlcli,  unnnfjitl^  «|w«Mrif.  U 
^  I  MtUii)  tnMM  Uiii  »w(ir{|  ciiulil  b«.  —  I'rok.9CK. 
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storm  was  higher  still.  It  abated  about  nine, 
and  the  sun  shone ;  but  it  rained  asain  very 
soon,  and  it  was  not  a  day  for  travelling.  At 
breakfast.  Dr.  Johnson  told  us,  **  there  was 
once  a  pretty  good  tavern  in  Catharine  Street 
in  the  Strand,  where  very  good  company  met 
in  an  evening,  and  each  man  called  for  his 
own  half-pint  of  wine,  or  gill,  if  he  pleased ; 
they  were  frugal  men,  and  nobody  paid  but  for 
what  he  himself  drank.  The  house  furnished 
no  supper;  but  a  woman  attended  with  mutton 
pics,  which  any  body  might  purchase.  I  was 
introduced  to  this  company  by  Cunmiing  the 
Quaker*,  and  used  to  go  there  sometimes 
when  I  drank  wine.  In  the  last  age,  when  my 
mother  lived  in  London,  there  were  two  sets 
of  people,  those  who  gave  the  wall,  and  those 
who  took  it ;  the  peaceable  and  the  quarrel- 
some. \Vhen  I  returned  to  Lichfield,  after 
having  been  in  London,  my  mother  asked  me, 
whether  I  was  one  of  those  who  gave  the  wall, 
or  those  who  took  it.  Now,  it  is  fixed  that 
every  man  keeps  to  the  right ;  or,  if  one  is 
taking  the  wait  another  yields  it,  and  it  is 
never  a  dispute."  He  was  very  severe  on  a 
lady  whose  name  was  mentioned.  He  said,  he 
would  have  sent  her  to  St.  Kilda.  That  she 
was  as  bad  as  negative  badness  could  be,  and 
stood  in  the  way  of  what  was  good :  that 
]nsi{Hd  beauty  would  not  go  a  great  way ;  and 
that  such  a  woman  might  be  cut  out  of  a  cab- 
baee,  if  there  was  a  skilful  artificer. 

Macleod  was  too  late  in  coming  to  breakfast. 
Dr.  Johnson  said,  laziness  was  worse  than  the 
tooth-ache.  Boswell.  ^*  I  cannot  agree  with 
you.  Sir ;  a  basin  of  cold  water,  or  a  horse- 
whip, will  cure  laziness."  Johnson.  "No, 
Sir ;  it  will  only  put  off  the  fit ;  it  will  not 
cure  the  disease.  I  have  been  trying  to  cure 
my  laziness  all  my  life,  and  could  not  do  it." 
Boswell.  ^'  But  if  a  man  docs  in  a  shorter 
time  what  min;ht  be  the  labour  of  a  life,  there 
is  nothing  to  be  said  against  him."  Johnson 
(perceiving  at  once  that  I  alluded  to  him  and 
his  Dictionary).  "Suppose  that  flattery  to 
be  true,  the  <X)nsequence  would  be,  that  the 
world  would  have  no  right  to  censure  a  man  ; 
but  that  will  not  justify  him  to  himself."  I 

After  breakfast,  he  said  to  me,  "  A  Highland  | 
chief  should  now  endeavour  to  do  every  thing  i 
to  raise  his  rents,  by  means  of  the  industry  of  i 
bis  people.     Formerly,  it  was  right  for  him  to 
have  his  house  full  of  idle  fellows  ;  they  were 


>  ThoniM  Camming  wm  a  bold  and  buajr  man.  who  mis- 
took hi«  rneatlon  whrn  he  turned  Quaker  (Tor  he  was  not 
bom  in  that  tect).  He  planned  and  almost  commanded  a 
aillitary  expedition  to  tne  coast  of  Africa,  in  I7VI,  which 
ended  in  the  rapture  of  S<>ne(tal.  It  and  its  author  malce  a 
cooslderable  figure  in  Smollett's  History  of  England,  vol.  ii. 
pi.  V%..  vhere  the  anomalv  of  a  Quaker's  heading  an  army  is 
attfiapted  to  he  excused  by  the  erent  of  the  enemy's  having 
MMTeodered  without  lighting;  and  a  protest  that  Cumming 
woald  not  have  engaged  In  it,  had  he  not  been  assured,  that 
an  orerpowering  force  the  enemy  could  not  h^ve 
.  This  reminds  us  of  another  story  of  Gumming, 
to>4  by  Johnson  (,po$t,  sub  April  2S.  17!<3.)  During  the  rebel. 
IkM  of  1745,  be  was  asked  whether  the  tim«-  was  not  come 
«vca  be,  as  a  Quaker,  ought  to  take  arms  for  the  civil 
UbertU-s  of  his  country  ?    "  So,"  said  Cuni* 


his  defenders,  his  servants,  his  dependants,  his 
friends.  Now  they  may  be  better  employed. 
The  system  of  things  is  now  so  much  altered, 
that  the  family  cannot  have  influence  but  by 
riches,  because  it  has  no  longer  the  power  of 
ancient  feudal  times.  An  individual  of  a 
family  may  have  it ;  but  it  cannot  now  belong 
to  a  family,  unless  you  could  have  a  perpetuity 
of  men  with  the  same  views.  Macleod  has 
four  times  the  land  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
has.  I  think,  with  his  spirit,  he  may  in  time 
make  himself  the  greatest  man  in  the  king's 
dominions ;  for  land  may  always  be  improved 
to  a  certain  degree.  I  would  never  have  any 
man  sell  land,  to  throw  money  into  the  funds, 
as  is  often  done,  or  to  try  any  other  species  of 
trade.  Depend  upon  it,  this  rage  of  trade 
will  destroy  itself.  You  and  I  shall  not  see 
it ;  but  the  time  will  come  when  there  will  be 
an  end  of  it.  Trade  is  like  gaming.  If  a 
whole  company  arc  gamesters,  play  must  cease ; 
for  there  is  nothing  to  be  won.  When  all 
nations  are  tradeni,  there  is  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  trade,  and  it  will  stop  first  where  it 
IS  brought  to  the  greatest  perfection.  Then 
the  proprietors  of  land  only  will  be  the  great 
men."  I  observed,  it  was  hard  that  Macleod 
should  find  ingratitude  in  so  many  of  his  people. 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  gratitude  is  a  fruit  of  great 
cultivation ;  you  do  not  find  it  among  groiis 
people.'*  I  doubt  of  this.  Nature  seems  to 
nave  implanted  gratitude  in  all  living  creatures. 
The  lion,  mentioned  by  Aulus  Gellius,  had  it.* 
It  appears  to  me  that  culture,  which  brings 
luxury  and  selfishness  with  it,  has  a  tendency 
rather  to  weaken  than  promote  this  affec- 
tion. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  this  morning,  when  talking 
of  our  setting  out,  that  he  was  in  the  state 
in  which  Lord  Bacon  represents  kings.  He 
desired  the  end,  but  did  not  like  the  means. 
He  wished  much  to  get  home,  but  was  un- 
willing to  travel  in  Sky,  "  You  are  like  kings 
too  in  this.  Sir,"  said  I,  "  tliat  you  must  act 
under  the  direction  of  others." 

Tuesday^  Sept.  21.  —  The  uncertainty  of  our 
present  situation  having  prevented  me  from 
receiving  any  letters  from  home  for  some  time, 
I  could  not  help  being  uneasy.  Dr.  Johnson 
had  an  advantage  over  me  in  this  resipect,  he 
having  no  wife  or  child  to  ocoasiion  anxious 
apj)rehensions  in  his  mind.  It  was  a  goo<l 
morning;  so  we  resolved  to  set   out.      But, 


ming,  "but   I  will  drive  an  ammunition  cart."     Yet  this 

bustling  man  was.  it  swnis.  morbidly  SHn*ltlre.     Mrs.  Piotst 

I  savs. "  T)r.  Jo)ins'>n  once  told  me  that  Cumming.  the  famous 

I  Quaker,  whose  friend!>hip  he  valued  very  highly,  fril  a  sacri- 

I  fire  to  the  moults  of  the  newspapers,  having  declared  on  his 

death-bed.  that  the  pain  of  an  anonymous  letter,  written  in 

some  of  the  common  prints  of  the  day,  fastened  on  his  heart. 

and  threw  him  into  the  slow  fever  of  which  he  died."  — 

Anecdutrt,  p.  143.     One  libel,  in  which  Tomacommgo  is  so* 

verely  hanaled,  will  be  found  in  the  Town  and  <'oimtry 

Magazine  of  January  1774  ;  and  though  It  seems  nothing  to 

die  f>r.  Ciimming's  death  that  very  year  gives  countenance  to 

John«on*)*  anecdote.  —  CrokkR. 

9  Aul.  r.ellius.  lib.  T.  c.  xiv.  —  Boswiu.    Tht  celebrated 
story  of  Androdec.  —  CaoKER,  1846. 
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before  quitlinpr  tliis  castle,  where  we  liave  been 
tji>  well  entertained,  let  me  give  a  short  de- 
scription of  it. 

Along  the  eflj»e  of  the  rock,  there  are  the 
remains  i^f  a  wall,  which  is  now  coTered  with 
ivy.  A  M|Uflre  court  ia  formed  by  buildings 
of  diflvrcnt  ages,  pitrticularly  some  towers,  said 
to  bo  of  greftt  anliquify ;  and  at  one  jdnre 
there  is  a  row  of  falr-e  cannon'  of  stone*  There 
is  n  very  lnr<;e  unfinished  pile,  four  stories 
high,  wliioh  we  were  toh!  w;is  heie  when 
Lead,  the  first  of  the  family^  catne  imm  (lie 
lalt!  of  ^Lan,  married  the  heirt'ss  af  the  Al'CraiU, 
the  andent  poiwessors  of  Dunvegan,  and  atfer- 
wards  acquired  by  coo(|uest  as  much  land  as 
he  hud  got  by  marriage.  Hn  surpassed  ihehouMC 
of  Anstrin  ;  for  he  wna  fflir  both  bdia  gerere 
et  nuhere*  John  Brerk  '  MaclecMl,  the  grand' 
father  of  the  late  l.iird,  began  to  repair  the  castle, 
or  rather  to  complete  it:  but  he  did  not  live  to 
finish  his  undertaking.  Not  doubting,  however, 
that  he  should  do  it,  he,  like  those  who  have 
had  their  e[iitaph5  written  before  they  died, 
ordered  the  following  in»enption,  composed  by 
the  minister  of  the  parish,  to  be  cut  upon  a 
broarl  st^ne  above  one  of  the  lower  windows, 
where  it  still  remains  to  eelcbrute  what  was 
not  done,  and  to  serve  oa  a  memento  of  the 
uncerlaintj  of  life,  and  the  presumptioa  of 
man.* 

**  Joftnncs  Moclcod,  HegdiUMiuni  Dominium  gentis 
fuir  FhtUrchus  *  Utmne^iic,  IJumias  Vaterne&iiet 
&c.  Baro.  D.  Florar  Mni'ilunaUl  mammoriiali  vin- 
culo cionjiigatus,  liirrcm  bsinc  UcgAiindunensemf 
prosvorum  habitoculum  longc  vetusti&slmuni, 
diu  pcnitus  labetecUiUiin,  Anno  oerx  vulgarisi 
MDCLXXXVI  iustuuravit. 

•*  Quem  fitabilire  juv«t  proavonim  twta  vctostu, 
Omno  icc'lus  fugiat,  juslitiamiiue  colal. 
ViTtit  in  aerins  turrw  mngalia  virlua, 
Inque  caiuts  huniiles  tecta  superb*  nef«s." 

Marlfod  and  Tnlinker  areompanied  us.  We 
passed  by  the  parish  church  of  Durinish.  The 
ehurchvard  is  not  enclosed,  but  a  pretty  mur- 
muring brook  run?  along  one  side  of  it.  In  it 
w  a  pyramid  erected  to  the  memory  of  Thonias 
Lonl  Lovaln,  by  his  too  Lord  Simon,  who  suf- 


•  T>nTi**''3tin  Tastlr  ft  ranuTitpil  vr^h  rnal  euinoD;  not 
kiTin.  '   It  in  «rir  ttiuo 

lo  \..  rr. 

^nrni,  so  aptl|r 

QU"l?-i    ■••    ' ^'     .'■'     ^ .....i..,    .M    .i    iiwMHh   \w    the 

HiniiK>  oC  1  omntont  (IHh  AliirrK,  tniuf.  in  Allu«ioii  to  line 
rn^irnujrn  of  the  Arrhdiiclieu  MarU  Louiia  with  Biiana- 
p«rti!  :  — 

"  [lelU  arritnl  jtiil ;  tu,  fcllx  Auitrlft,  itube  ; 
Quae  (Ul  Miu-s  atU*.  ilul  Ubi  regiiA  VrtiUl^"->  ClOata- 

^  Brrrk  —  tpottfd — mr-tini  marked  witK  the  •maU^pov.  — 

4  ft  u  r..-.w  nri1U».-.1.  iJi.-.uah  nflt  on  ro  lofty  k  scale  u  *»■ 
■'    :  'itit,     MArlrod't  tUlr» 

n  - 


feivd  on  Tower  Ilill.  It  is  of  free**tone,  and, 
I  suppose,  alujijt  thirty  feet  high.  Thei^e  is  an 
iaecription  on  a  piece  of  white  marblt*  inserted 
iu  if,  which  I  suspect  to  have  l*eeu  the  eota- 
posiiion  of  L<ird  Lovat  himself,  being  much  In 
iiii»  pompous  style. 

I  have  pn-sorverl  this  inficription  *,  though  uC 
no  great  vjilue,  thinking  it  eharacleristieal  of  a 
man  who  has  mnde  some  noiite  in  ilie  world. 
Dr.  Johns<m  s^iitl,  it  wsui  f>oor  stuff,  siteli  Met 
Lord  Lovat's  butler  might  have  wrillen. 

I  ob&erve<l,  in  this  churchyard,  a  pitrccl  uf 
pe<»ple  aitsembled  at  a  funeral,  befon.^  thcgrnvtr 
was  dug.  The  coffin,  with  the  corpse  in  it^ 
wa«  placed  on  the  ground,  while  people  alter- 
nately assisted  in  making  a  grave.  One  man, 
At  a  little  distance,  was  bu»y  cutting  si  long 
turf  for  it,  with  the  crookt?ti  spode '  which  is 
used  in  Sky;  a  very  awkward  instrument. 
The  iron  part  of  it  ts  fike  a  plough-coulter.  It 
has  a  rude  tree  for  a  handle,  in  which  a  wooden 
pin  is  placed  for  ttie  foot  to  prt^ss  ufKm  A 
traveller  might,  without  fiu-lhur  inquirv,  have 
set  this  down  as  the  mode  of  burying  in  Sky. 
I  was  tohl,  however,  that  the  usual  way  it  to 
have  a  grave  previously  dug. 

I  observed  to-day,  that  the  common  way  of 
carrying  home  their  groin  here  ia  in  loads  on 
horseback.  Tbej  have  alsn  a  few  file^K  or  fwr#, 
as  we  call  them  in  Ayrshire,  clumsily  niade.| 
aDd  rarely  used. 

We  got  to  Ulinixh  about  iix  o'clock^  and 
found  a  very  good  farm-house,  of  two  *larie«« 
Mr.  Macleod  of  Ulinisih,  the  sherilf-^ubsutute 

of  the  island,  was  a  plain  h*  ■      '    -  -*' ti,  a 

good  deal  like  an  English  jti  not 

anuch  given  to  talk,  but  sulj.  ,. ,.;, ,  , ... .,  :*»u5, 
and  somewhat  droll.  His  daughter,  though  sh« 
was  never  out  of  8ky,  was  a  very  welblired 
woman.  Our  revenfud  friend,  ]Vfr.  Donald 
McQueen,  kept  his  appointment,  and  met  i« 
here. 

Talking  of  Phipps^s  voyage  to  the  North 
Pole,  Dr.  Johnson  obsicrve<1,  that  if  was  "txm- 
jectured  that  our  former  navi'jatnrs  have  kept 
too  near  laud,  ;«nil  so  have  found  thi^  *ett  frnjeen 
far  north,  because  the  land  hinder?  the  fVwe 
motion  of  the  tide ;  but,  in  the  wide  r>ccan« 
where  the  waves  tumble  at  their  full  conve* 


B^Itir  uttarliH  for  lili  htrTtir1f>ht  ^v  (Hp  fmnilv  or 

It..   .      .  ■-.''.  ■■  -    -•  ■      ■ ,    "      . 

*  '/ 

v&lnur  ;,! 

a  gJKKl  j 

rriMiiili   %i\ 

DuiiVTU^ii,  Lilt  hU'UJii 

hv  had  married  :  Ity  v 

FrJUiT,  and  njttr*!  '  ' 

he  Iwre  to  \\u 

tinar  hU  wUr'. 

uiiciei,  \ny,    Au  .    . 

Ill*  Rri-al  affccUtMi  'i>r  i.i»  n.t>tu<\' 

IihmIi.  cbi.**Jt<*«  ratli«r  t«  lrii*r  lil»  l:> 

th-in  mrrv  th*»m  Iu  liU  MWfi  burl.; 

II,. ..... . 

cit   mnvowlint  llkr  |h|«   ri 
u»F  In   Irrland,  tint   ffnifi 

:....,„.  I ,  ,    ..vjU-L  •tsctjiA  ahfiiiler  tool.—  !.,...«   ,^. 
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nience,iti9  imagined  that  the  frost  does  not 
take  effect." 

Wednesday^  Sept.  22.  —  In  the  morning  I 
walked  out,  and  saw  a  ship,  the  Margaret  of 
Clyde,  pass  by  with  a  number  of  emigrants  on 
board.  It  was  a  melancholy  sight.  After 
breakfast,  we  went  to  see  what  was  called  a 
subterraneous  house,  about  a  mile  off  It  was 
upon  the  side  of  a  rising  ground.  It  was  dis- 
covered b;^  a  fox's  having  taken  up  his  abode 
in  it,  and  in  chasing  him,  they  dug  into  it.  It 
was  very  narrow  and  low,  and  seemed  about 
forty  feet  in  length.  Near  it,  we  found  the 
foundations  of  several  small  huts,  built  of  stone. 
Mr.  M'Queen,  who  is  always  for  making  every 
thinz  as  ancient  as  possible,  boasted  that  it  was 
the  dwelling  of  some  of  the  first  inhabitants  of 
the  island,  and  observed,  what  a  curiosity  it 
was  to  find  here  a  specimen  of  the  houses  of 
the  aborigines,  whicn  he  believed  could  be 
found  nowhere  else ;  and  it  was  plain  that  they 
lived  without  fire.  Dr.  Johnson  remarked, 
that  they  who  made  this  were  not  in  the  rudest 
atate ;  for  that  it  was  more  difficult  to  make  it 
than  to  buihl  a  house  ;  therefore  certainly  those 
'who  made  it  were  in  possession  of  houses,  and 
liad  this  only  as  a  hiding-place.  It  appeared 
%/a  me,  ihat  the  vestiges  of  houses  just  by  it 
<»>nfirmed  Dr.  Johnson's  opinion. 

From  an  old  tower,  near  this  place,  is  an 
extensive  view  of  Loch-Braccadale,  and,  at  a 
^distance,  of  the  isles  of  Barra  and  South  Uist ; 
snd,  on  the  land-side,  the  Cuillin  ',  a  prodigious 
^Mran^e  of  mountains,  capped  with  rocky  pin- 
^xiacles  in  a  strange  variety  of  shapes.  They 
x-esemble  the  mountains  near  Cortc,  in  Corsica, 
^Df  which  there  is  a  very  good  print.  They 
make  part  of  a  great  range  for  deer,  which, 
'^ough  entirely  devoid  of  trees,  is  in  these 
^countries  called  ^forest. 

In  the  afternoon,  Ulinish  carried  us  in  his 
l>oat  to  an  islan<l  possessed  by  him,  where  we 
«aw  an  immense  cave,  much  more  deserving 
the  title  of  antrum  immane  than  that  of  the 
Sibyl  describetl  by  Virgil,  which  I  likewise  have 
irLuted.  It  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long, 
about  thirty  feet  broad,  and  at  least  thirty  feet 
liigb.    This  cave,  we  were  told,  had  a  remark- 


'  llieae  plrtiiresqtie  mountAins  of  Sky  take  their  name 
(Vom  the  anritmt  hern  Cuckullin.  Thi*  name  is  prnnounred 
Quill«>n.  I  wonder  that  Boswell  nowhere  mentions  Mac- 
kt^i  Maidms  —tvro  or  three  immense  stacks  of  rock,  like 
the  Newllei  at  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  and  MacUod's  Dining. 
T»Ut$  —  Ml\t  which  derive  their  name  from  their  elevated, 
tern  sides,  and  Hat  tops.  —  Walter  Scott. 

*  Dr.  Johnson  is  not  quite  accurate  in  his  enumeration. 
Tha  first  Lord  Orrery  wrote,  as  he  says,  several  plays. 
Boracr  Walpole  called  him  "  a  man  who  never  made  a  b;id 
I(Vp  but  as  an  author."  Roger,  the  second,  and  Lionel, 
IW  third,  Barls,  are  not  known  as  authors.  Charles,  the 
bortb.  was  the  antagonist  of  Bentler.  and  wrote  a  comedy ; 
Mb.  the  filth  Earl,  was  the  biographer  of  S»itt  and  friend 

^  JofaOSOU ClOKER. 

*  Mr.  Tiers,  in  reference  to  his  opinion  that  Johnson  ex- 
{fctcd|MC»w/ary  assistance  from  Lord  Chesterfield,  contrasts 
■ipBtnHUure  with  that  of  Lord  Orrery,  and  seems  to  beli»>vc 
tttt  iMtd  Orrery  had  done  Johnson  some  kindue»s  of  this 
Mrt,  but  not  as  much  as  Ar  wuuM  hare  done  (f  he  were 
fiehtr.  —  CmoKn. 

*  Tbc  youog  lord  was  married  on  the  8th  of  May,  I72A,  and 
tteteber't  «UI  U  dated  the  6Ui  of  Nov.  fuUowing.    "  Hav. 


able  echo  ;  but  we  found  none.  They  said  it 
was  owing  to  the  great  rains  having  made  it 
damp.  Such  are  the  excuses  by  which  the 
exaggeration  of  Highland  narratives  is  pal- 
liat^.  There  is  a  plentiful  garden  at  Ulinish 
(a  great  rarity  in  Sky),  and  several  trees ;  and 
near  tiie  house  is  a  hill,  which  has  an  Erse  name, 
signifying  "  the  hill  of  strife,'*  where,  Mr. 
McQueen  informed  us,  justice  was  of  old  ad- 
ministered. It  is  like  the  mons  piaciti  of  Scone, 
or  those  hills  which  are  called  laws,  such  as 
Kelly  late,  North-Berwick  law,  and  ''several 
others.  It  is  singular  that  this  spot  should 
happen  now  to  be  the  sheriff's  residence. 

We  had  a  very  cheerful  evening,  and  Dr. 
Johnson  talked  a  good  deal  on  the  subject  of 
literature.  Speaking  of  the  noble  family  of 
Boyle,  he  said,  that  all  the  Lord  Orrerys,  till 
the  present,  had  been  writers.  The  first  wrote 
several  plays ;  the  second  '  was  Bentley's  an- 
tagonist; the  third  wrote  the  Life  of  SwHl, 
and  several  other  things ;  his  son  Hamilton 
wrote  some  papers  in  the  Adventurer  and 
World.  He  told  us  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  Swift's  Lord  Orrery.  He  said  he  was  a 
feeble-minded  man :  that,  on  the  publication 
of  Dr.  Delany's  Remarks  on  his  book,  he  was 
so  much  alarmed  that  he  was  afraid  to  read 
them.  Dr.  Johnson  comforted  him,  by  telling 
him  they  were  both  in  the  right ;  that  Delany 
had  seen  most  of  the  good  side  of  Swift,  — 
Lord  Orrery  most  of  the  bad.  Macleod  asked, 
if  it  was  not  wrong  in  Orrery  to  expose  the 
defects  of  a  man  with  whom  he  lived  in  in- 
timacy. Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir,  afler  the 
man  is  dead ;  for  then  it  is  done  historically.'* 
He  added,  "  If  Lord  Orrery  had  been  rich,  he 
would  have  been  a  very  liberal  patron.'  His 
conversation  was  like  his  writings,  neat  and 
elegant,  but  without  strength.  lie  grasped  at 
more  than  his  abilities  could  reach ;  tried  to 
pass  for  a  better  talker,  a  better  writer,  and  a 
better  thinker  than  he  was.  There  was  a 
quarrel  between  him  and  his  father,  in  which 
his  father  was  to  blame ;  because  it  arose  from 
the  son's  not  allowing  his  wife  to  keep  com}>any 
with  his  father  s  mistress.  The  old  lord  showed 
his  resentment  in  his  will  *,  leaving  his  library 


Ing,"  says  the  testator,  "never  observed  th.it  my  son  hath 
showe<l  much  taste  or  inclination,  cither  for  the  enterUin- 
ment  or  knowledge  which  study  and  learning  afford,  I  give 
and  bequeath  all  my  hook»  and  mathematical  instruments 
(except  my  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  except  those 
books  and  instruments  which,  at  the  time  of  iny  death,  shall 
be  in  and  belonging  to  mr  houses  at  Marston  and  Britwell) 
to  Christchurch  College,  in  Oxford.  Itc:  my  said  son,  within 
two  years  next  after  my  de<ease,  takmg  thereout,  and  which 
I  do  hereby  give  him  for  liis  sole  use  and  benefit,  such  books 
relating  to  the  Rnglish  constitution  and  parliamentary 
affairs,  as  he  shall  think  fit  to  make  choice  of."  The 
quarrel,  however,  was  probably  made  up,  as  Karl  John  is 
represented  as  being  excessively  grieved  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  he  himself,  in  an  afTectlonate  copy  of  verses  on 
that  loss,  says, 

"  I  weep  A  father,  but  I've  lost  k  friend." 

And  Theobald  published  a  poetical  epistle  of  condolence  to 
the  young  lord  on  that  tame  occasion.  In  terms  which  would 
have  tieen  too  glaringly  ridiculous  if  he  had  been  on  no- 
torious bad  terms  with  his  father.  —  Crokbi. 
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from  Ills  s^oii,  and  asnlfrninprf  aa  hifi  renson,  that 
lie  t'oukl  not  iank»?  use  of  it." 

I  tiientjoned  the  aflt'ctation  of  Orrery,  in 
emiin^  all  f»ls  leUci-ft  on  the  Life  of  Swift  in 
aiudicd  vyjnctics  of  phrase,  imtl  never  in  the 
common  mode  of  "  I  am,"  &c.  —  an  observatiou 
wliic'h  1  rtfuieuilx'r  m>  liavt?  been  niMde  Hfiveral 
vearM  ago  hy  old  iMr.  Slicrlilan.  This  ?pccios 
of  afll'Ctalion  in  writing,  :is  a  foreign  ludy  of 
distinguislavl  talent*  ouw  nnmrkca  io  inc%  in 
Hhnosi  |x»culiar  lo  tbL-  Eiifjlliib.  I  took  up  a 
v*»lunte  of  Drvdenu  containing  the  Conquest  of 
Gmiindii^  and  several  other  play «,  of  wiil«:h  uU 
the  de<liciilIotis  had  such  studied  concluaintia. 
Dr.  Jolinsoh  mtd^  such  conclusions  were  more 
elegant.,  and,  in  adtbressing  pcrijfpns  of  hi«h  rank 
(as  when  Drydeti  dedieated  to  the  Duke  of 
York),  riiey  were  likewise  more  res^w?otJul.  I 
ii^ed  tlm't  there  it  was  much  better :  it  was 
making  his  eseape  from  the  royal  presence  with 
n  l^nteel  sudden  tiraidity,  in  place  of  having 
the  resolution  to  stand  still,  and  make  a  foiTual 
bow. 

Lord  Orrery*8  unkind  treatment  of  hie  son 
in  his  will  led  us  to  tsilk  of  the  di^poiiitions  a 
man  should  have  when  dying.  I  said,  I  rlid 
not  see  why  a  man  should  act  differently  with 
respect  to  those  of  whom  he  thought  ill  when 
in  nealtbf  merely  because  he  was  dying.  John- 
sow.  "  I  should  not  scruple  to  speak  against  a 
party,  when  dying ;  but  ahould  not  do  it  ajjiiinst 
an  individual.  It  is  told  of  Sixtust  Quintus, 
that  on  his  deathl>ed,  in  the  iutervids  of  his  last 
pangs, he  sij^neii  death-warrants."  Mr.  M'Queen 
said,  he  should  not  do  so  ;  he  would  hsive  more 
tenderness  of  heart.  JottNin»N.  **  1  l>elSeve  1 
should  not  either ;  but  Mr.  M'Queen  iind  I  are 
eowards.  It  would  not  be  from  tenderncsfl  of 
heart;  for  the  heart  is  jlh  tender  when  a  man 
13  in  health  na  when  he  is  sick,  though  his  reso- 
lution may  be  stronger.  Sixtus  Quintua  was 
a  sovereign  as  well  as  a  priest  ;  and,  if  the  cri- 
minals deserved  death,  he  wns  doing  hLs  <luty 
to  the  last.  You  would  not  think  a  judge  died 
ill,  who  should  be  earned  olf  by  an  otwpleetic 
fit  while  pronouncing  sentence  of  death.  Con- 
sider a  class  i)f  men  whose  business  it  is  lo  dis- 
tribute death: — .wldiers,  who  die  seattering 
buUcts.  Nobody  thinks  they  die  ill  on  that 
account." 

Tidking  of  biography,  he  said,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  life  ot  any  literary  man  in  Eng- 
Umd  had  been  well  written.  Beside  the  com- 
mon incidents  of  life,  it  should  tell  us  hi^ 
Rtmb'es,  his  mode  of  living,  the  means  bv  which 
he  attainefi  to  excellence,  and  hi.-i  opinion  of 
his  own  works.  He  told  us  be  had  sent  Derrick 


■  THIi  ttrnti  ()notjition.  I  hare  tlnrp  fi^iindl,  w«ki  fnim  « 
■onR  tn  honour  of  thH  Kwrl  of  &»kx.  calliNJ  *'  Qucfn  EUm- 
hftk'x  Chttmpfon,'"  *hich  1»  tnwnunrwl  in  a  collnrtlon  of  Old! 
nnll^'W,  ih  thrr^f*  Vdtumciv,  pubtithni  «it  I^miloti  tn  dllTereitL 
j-f<^rs  bi<twrru  I7'A>  aud  1790.  TKc  OjII  vane  It  u  Tullowt :  — 

In  .1  .ni 


to  Dryden's  relations,  to  gather  mateiialii  for 
his  life ;  and  he  believed  Derriek  hud  got  wX\ 
that  he  himself  should  have  got;  but  it  was 
nothing.  He  added,  he  had  a  kiodnesfl  for 
Derrick:,  and  was  sorry  he  ^^ 

His  notion  as  to  the  poetr  :<  by  Mj* 

M^Pherson,  as  tlie  wnrkik  «»(  k  »n>i:in,  wu«<  not 
shaken  here.  Mr.  M'Queen  alwayn  evaded  the 
point  of  authenticity,  saying  only  tliat  Air. 
AfPherson's  pieces  fell  fur  fhori  of  those  he 
knew  in  Erse,  which  were  said  to  be  Ojwian's, 
JoH>sojf-  *'I  hope  they  do,  I  am  not  dis- 
puting that  you  may  have  jjoetry  of  greaf  merit ; 
but  that  M'l^herson's  b  not  a  trunsLation  from 
ancient  poetry.  You  do  not  Itelieve  it,  1  eny 
lK?tbre  you,  you  do  not  belivve  it,  though  you 
ftre  very  willing  that  the  world  should  believe 
it."  Mr,  Jrtiue<in  made  no  answer  lo  tliSi*. 
Dr.  Johnson  j^rocecded:  "I  look  upwn  AI*Pher- 
Bt»n'«  Fingal  to  be  as  gross  an  imposition  m 
evvr  the  world  was  troubled  with*  Had  il 
been  realty  an  ancient  work,  a  true  9pe<:imen 
how  men  thought  at  that  time,  it  wotdd  have 
been  a  curiosity  of  the  first  rate.  As  a  modem 
production,  it  is  nothing."  He  ?aid  be  could 
never  get  the  meaning  of  an  Erse  hong  cJt- 
plajned  to  him.  They  told  him  the  chorus  was 
generally  unmeaning.  **I  take  it,"  said  he, 
'*  Erse  songs  are  like  a  song  which  I  remember: 
it  was  composed  in  Queen  Elizabeth^*  lime  on 
the  Earl  of  Essex ;  and  the  burthen  was  — 

'  It;id.iraloo,  rad.irHlc,  radaro,  taiiara  tandore/** 

*'  But  surely,"  said  Mr.  Sl'Quecn,  '♦  lliere  were 
words  to  it  which  had  meaning.*'  Jon!rs<)(:i. 
'*  Why,  yes,  Sir  ;  I  recollect  a  stanza,  and  you 
shall  nave  it :  — 

«  Oh  !  then  bespoke  the  prentices  alt, 
Living  in  l^ondon,  both  proper  and  toll, 
For  Essei'i  sake  they  would  fight  all. 
Radoratoo,  radaratc^  radara,  tadara.  uiidore/** ' 

When  Mr.  McQueen  began  again  to  expatiate 
on  the  t)eauty  of  Oft'>ian*s  poetry,  Dr.  Johnson 
entered  into  no  further  controversy,  but  witJi 
a  plcMvimt  smile,  only  cried,  "Ay,  ay  ;  Radti' 
rnioo,  rudaratv.,** 

Thitnday^  SrpL2S. — I  took  Fingut  down 
to  the  pnrlour  m  the  morning,  an«!  tried  a  test 
pro[>j>sed  by  i^Ir.  Roiieriek  Macleod,  son  lo- 
Lflinijih.  Mr.  M*Queeu  had  said  ).>►  h  .1  ^nvRis^ 
of  the  |K>em  in  the  original.     I  t\>  u 

mention  any  passage  in  thepr.ti        ! 
which  he  coula  repeat  the  original.  He  point 
out  one  in  page  50.  of  the  quarto  edition,  an< 
read  the  Ei^e^  while  Mr.  Koderick  Mocli 


Rnderrr  too.  UtHUm  tu, 
mulercr,  tnndurLT^  Uin  do  r«,^'  —^ 


Boawdi-^^ 


tlnnt  r«r  Ihe  heroUr  bjllad*  of  hit  n«n  cnifipn« 
Scott. 


1 1'f  »f 


CHAPTKR  XL. 

!773. 

b'tinith,  — ranNiH^,  —  Bnkften.  —  Learning  of  the 
SctriM.  —  Ship  titfrnr  than  Jaif.-—'  Pettr  the  GrtaU 

—  "  hianti  fm. *" —  Tnlinhrr.  —  Stottith  CUr^y.  — 
French  HuHiing. — Curhiltin*a  IVtH. — Young  CoL 
Birch. —  PcrCff, — "  Ev^mj  hlandi*  a  Priton.'' — 
CorrichHtuchin. — Gooft  FtUuneship  —  ami  Htntt- 
ache.  —  Kin(fiO»rffh'9  Song. —  Lady  Marffaret 
Macdttnald.  —  Thrtthing  and  Thaiching,  —  Frict 
of  LfitMmr,  —  0»tig,  —  ShrHstone.  —  Hammond. 

—  Sir  C.  IL  mUiam».  —  liurke,  ^  r«>w«y.  — 
Dtidilridg«**  Motto,  —  *'  Advtnluret  of  a  C«i«rji." 
— ArmuUiie., —  Grnmm  (^ourtn.'^GoUlsmith'a  Love 
of  Talk.  —  St.  KUda. 

L.LST  iiijjht  Di%  Johnson  Lpive  u«  an  account  of 
the  whole  proceas  of  tflnnuig,  and  of  the  nature 
of  milk,  and  the  various  ojierati'ons  uixjn  it,  as 
making  whey,  &f.  His  variety  of  iiiJcjrinsition 
is  siirjirising  '  ;  and  it  gives  one  much  ssitii-- 
faction  to  find  such  a  man  In^stowing  his  at- 
tention on  the  useful  arts  of  life,  LUmixh  wii* 
much  struck  with  his  knowledge  ;  and  said, 
*'•  II«  is  a  great  orator,  Sir  ;  it  is  music  to  heiu" 
tliia  man  Hpeak."  A  striin«rc  thouujht  struck 
me,  to  try  if  he  knew  any  tiling  of  an  art,  or 
whati'ver  it  should  l>e  called,  which  is  no  doubt 
very  useful  in  lift*,  but  which  lies  far  out  of  the 
way  of  a  philoso[>hcr  :uni  rx>et ;  I  mean  the 
trade  of  a  butcher*  I  cnitced  him  into  the 
subject,  by  connecting  it  with  the  various  re- 
searches  into  the  munncrs  and  customs  of  un* 
civilised  natioms,  that  have  been  made  by  our 


Thr«le),  lo  htr  "  Anrolole*  of  Dr.  iohnfton,"  Added  the 
foUotttng  jMMiwrript ;  ^ 

•*  Niiples.  lOlh  Feb.  t7B6. 
"  sjiirj-  tfi>'  <~,.r>tf"iii|f  went  to  prcM^  hMing:  «cpn  •  pi»u*g« 
(WtTfi   '<  If  (o  the  11cbriLl«>i/  in  trfalrti  it  U 

•Atit  .'iraugh  Mrs.  M^mtijfiu'»  '  Etfttj  OQ 

SIm*  ■')•  <^  moinrnt   tn  <(rrUrff,  ihat.  on 

the-  .-(I'Aayt  comi'  -''ir.and  heard 

jlC'ii  vfryonreUi'  •»!«  w mild  give 

nie  >•  !  iiAti  to  ix*  tht)  of  tJuUag,  or 

UllWllJi'iv   I"  r-'-irt^   ray  QplDIOn  UJ  li  ^  i-M  i-iii-uto/' 

It  U  ffmiirkablf .  lhA(  thU  posUcript  i«  »o  expreiiod.  lu  not 

tc>|v>iliu  o';i  ilu-  iM  r  ..:i  whtj  uld  that  Mr».  I'hraJe  could  not 

Ifet  4'<  ')'«  tx^iok  ;  and.  theiYforf,  Khink  U 

rvevi  Plujjtl,  that  the  a^Airrtiim  ftjocpni. 

Inn  I  iifitl   tin*  mine      The  irccmd  ob- 

Ai*r«..  r.crtpt  fj,  that  it  Aiwt 

not  >:  H  acknowli<dj;e,  from 

th<^  I  i>  book,  il  may  have 

\V  ii  '>r  W.H,  or  what  %ht  tnnt  or 

Wtks  i*ori  conccrulHK  Mrs.  Mon- 

lajtu  4  .r...„.  ,.^.,..,1  ..,._,--.,,,  .'jr  mc  to  inqnirt.  It  if  oal]r 
lnciinil»#nt  on  mv  to  iieci-rUtii  whot  Df.  JohliifOn  nlJd  to 
mtf.  I  I  hall  therefore  confine*  niTielf  to  «  very  «borl  ttatc  of 
thrfwl, 

The  iii^f«miMbl<»  opinion  uf  Mri-  lVIontJi(ru>  lHK>k,  whlrh 
Dr.  Johii«on  It  hrr<>   n'portiti   to  huvc  ^K«m.   i*  known  to 

harelH h\{    wiiUli   hv    r.irinl'-'    r^j.n-.nil,    .»»    H.-iny  of 

hi*  ft  ( 

(lie  ji  . 

«ni»l 

are  r 

dow  . 

W\\t3    I 

did      {JOi       ..IV ,       „,,,      M...S' i      ...      ••■  ,....r.^...p -, 


late  navigators  into  the  South  Sea*.  I  l>egan 
with  observing,  that  Mr,  (now  Sir  Joseuh) 
Banks  telbj  us,  that  tlie  art  of  shiughleriTig 
Ahimalff  wa*  not  known  in  OtiUtetie,  for,  im^le.id 
of  bleeding  to  death  their  dogs  (a  common  food 
with  them),  tJiey  sitmngle  thorn.  This  he  toM 
me  himself:  and  I  su|>p>«<e<l  that  Ihetr  hr7g»» 
were  killed  in  the  Haine  way.  Dr,  Johnson 
said,  "  This  must  be  owing  to  their  not  having 
knives,  though  they  have  siharp  wt^ines  with 
which  tht!y  can  cut  a  ciurests^  in  pieces  loJrr- 
ubly,"  By  degrees,  he  «howal  that  he  knew 
sometliinflf  even  of  butchery.  "  Dillerent  ani- 
mals," said  he,  "  are  killed  differently.  An  ux 
18  knocked  down,  and  a  calf  Ftunned  ;  but  % 
sheep  ha-H  it^  throat  cut,  without  any  thing 
being  done  to  stuplfv  it.  Thi'  liutchers  have 
no  view  to  the  ease  of  the  animals,  but  only  ti> 
make  them  quiet-,  lor  iheir  own  safety  and  con- 
venience. A  sheep  can  give  them  little  trouble. 
Hales  i.i  of  opinion  that  ever>'  animal  should  lie 
blooded,  without  having  m\y  blow  given  to  il, 
because  it  bleeds  better. '  Boswell.  "  Tltat 
would  be  cruel."  Johnson.  "No,  Ktr;  there 
is  not  much  pain,  if  the  jugular  vein  be  pro- 
perly cut."  Pursuing  the  subject ,  he  said,  the 
kennels  of  Southwark  ran  with  blr>od  two  or 
three  dayt*  In  the  week ;  that  he  was  afraid 
there  were  slaughter-houses  in  more  streets  in 
I^cudon  tlian  one  8upT>o?e«  (speaking  with  a 
kind  of  horror  of  butchering)  ;  "and  yet/*  h« 
added,  *'any  of  ua  would  kill  a  cow,  rather  t1i«n 
not  have  beef."  I  said  we  could  not.  *^  Yf^ 
gaid  he,  "  any  one  may.  The  business  of  % 
butcher  is  a  trade  indeed,  tliat  is  to  say,  fiiiyre 
is  an  apprenticeship  served  to  it ;  but  it  mvf 
be  learnt  in  a  mouth." 

I  mcntione<l  a  club  in  London,  at  tlie  Boar's 
Head  in  Ea^teheap,  the  very  tavern  ^  where 


doa :  and  wiiat  la  itill  more  Aaterial.  .inJ  rcry  ft.iitt'rlivf:  \» 
ino,  a  conild^rable  part  of  tnv  Jfiuriii  •i.rs^ 

graph,  wat  read  itf/r/tJ  ^<a*t  as:>  '  0^ 

whohatS  it  for  some  time  lii   her  po*',  i  d  »C 

(oil  lultluatiiig  that    Dr.  J(i!iitM;:i   hxA  niii«iakci» 

h'  r 

^  .j^liMori  af  my  Jnornat  •«»  psi»*lnr  !>trf«t>f*i 

II,..  ....  ,   ....       M.   .    .   .,...,,...     ,    ,  ,,^, 

Him  ■■ 
111.  - 
hfl: 

«tr 
jr. 

aftu 

Joihu.!  1: 

I  beet  waK 

great  re»[H 

Thmleo*  111-  liirt*  (iHiiM.ir  <*i 

by  *tatin«  Iw-r  (ipinioo  along  v. 

coinrUline  (vfth,   nn4.  a*  !t  *  ■ 

ab-^-'      *■ -    *    '      " 

I    I: 


■| 

tbromt  .-,  ,.1 

f*o*$ibk  tl  r.» 

ri/Lh«-fnni>  \tM 
loog,  and  It  u.mi\1  Imvn  1.. m  %<t\  t!.,Liii;.-  ll    Mr.    I'lrirl  had 

not  twrn  able  to  read  It   Ibrouffh.     See    anti,    |t.   11«.^ 
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Falstaff  and  his  joyous  companions  met ;  the  I 
members  of  which  all  assume  Shakspeare*s  ' 
characters.  One  is  Falstaff,  another  Prince 
Henry,  another  Bardolph,  and  so  on.  Joun- 
Bow.  "  Don't  be  of  it,  Sir.  Now  that  you 
have  a  name,  you  must  be  careful  to  avoid 
many  things,  not  bad  in  themselves,  but  which 
will  lessen  your  character.*  This  every  man 
who  has  a  name  must  observe.  A  man  who  is 
not  publicly  known  may  live  in  London  as  he 

E leases,  without  any  notice  being  taken  of  him ; 
ut  it  is  wonderful  how  a  person  of  any  conse- 
quence is  watched.  There  was  a  member  of 
parliament  %  who  wanted  to  prepare  himself  to 
speak  on  a  question  that  was  to  come  on  in  tlic 
houM ;  and  ne  and  I  were  to  talk  it  over  to- 
gether. He  did  not  wish  it  should  be  known 
that  he  talked  with  me ;  so  he  would  not  let 
me  come  to  his  house,  but  came  to  mine. 
Some  time  after  he  had  made  his  sjjecch  in  the 
house,  Mrs.  Cholmondeley  ',  a  very  airy  lady, 
told  me,  *  Well,  you  could  make  nothing  of  him ! ' 
naming  the  eentlcman ;  which  was  a  proof  that 
iie  was  watched.  I  had  once  some  ousiiiess^ 
to  do  for  jjovernment,  and  I  went  to  Lord 
North's.  Precaution  was  taken  that  it  should 
iMt  be  known.     It  was  dark  before  I  went; 

Jet  a  few  days  after  I  was  told,  *  Well,  you 
ave  been  with  Lord  North.'  That  the  door 
of  the  prime  minister  should  be  watched  is  not 
stranffe;  but  that  a  member  of  parliament 
•honld  be  watched  is  wonderful."  ^ 

We  set  out  this  morning  on  our  way  to  Ta- 
lisker,  in  UlinUKs  boat,  having  taken  leave  of 
liim  and  his  family.  Mr.  Donald  M'Queen 
atill  favoured  us  with  his  company,  for  which 
we  were  much  obliged  to  him.  As  we  sailed 
along.  Dr.  Johnson  got  into  one  of  his  fits  of  I 
railing  at  the  Scots.  He  owned  that  they  had  | 
been  a  very  learned  nation  for  a  hundred  | 
years,  from  about  1550  to  about  1650 ;  but 
that  they  afforded  the  only  instance  of  a  people 
among  whom  the  arts  of  civil  life  did  not  ad- 
vance in  proportion  with  learning ;  that  they 
had  hardly  any  trade,  any  money,  or  any  ele- 
gance, before  the  Union ;  that  it  was  strange 
that,  with  all  the  advantages  possessed  by 
other  nations,  they  had  not  any  of  those  con- 
veniencies  an<l  embellishments  which  are  the 
fruit  of  industry,  till  they  came  in  contact  with 
a  civilised  people.  "We  have  taught  you," 
■aid  he,  "  and  we  11  do  the  same  in  time  to  all 
barbarous  nations,  to  the  Cherokees,  and  at 


r.     GoldtDiith  and  Washington  Irving  h&ve  fallen  into  the 

Be  mistakt* P.  CrNKiNCiiAM.  The  houce  rrlmilt  on  the 

\  «ri|ini%|  site  harf  a  >ton<«  >lgn  nf  a  boar's  head  with  the  date 
of  \rft*.  Xrt  into  the  wall.  —  Ciokbr.  IMfi. 

'  I  do  not  we  why  1  might  not  have  hcen  of  thi«  club  with- 
Mt  letseninp  my  charactrr.  But  Dr.  John^on't  caution 
SpiiiM  Bupi  'tiing  one's  folf  concealed  In  London  mar  ttc  very 
Wtful  to  prevent  >oinr  people  from  doing  many  things,  not 
only  looli'h,  biit  criminal.  — Roiiw ELL. 

*  Wa*  tbit  Mr.  FitihertM'rt  ?  of  whom  no  speech  is  pre- 
Mrvcd  — or.  as  I  rather  suspect,  Mr.  G errand  Hamilton? 
•kh  whom  Johnsnn  had  some  political  dealings,  Imt  who 
U  not  spfAk  with  any  considerable  success  afuT  his  flrit 
(tlriiratMi  ■peech  In  Nor.  1755.  See  ante,  pp.  ICH,  109.  — 
Cioum. 


last  to  the  Ouran-Outangs,**  laughing  with  as 
much  glee  as  if  Monboddo  had  l)een  present. 
Bos  WELL.  "  We  had  wine  before  the  Union." 
Johnson.  "No,  Sir;  you  had  some  weak 
stuff,  the  refuse  of  France,  which  woidd  not 
make  you  drunk."  Boswell.  "  I  assure  you, 
Sir,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  drunkenness." 
Johnson.  **  No,  Sir ;  there  were  people  who 
died  of  dropsies,  which  they  contracted  in  try- 
ing to  get  drunk." 

I  must  here  glean  some  of  his  conversation 
at  Ulinish,  which  I  have  omitted.  He  repeated 
his  remark,  that  a  man  in  a  ship  was  worse 
than  a  man  in  a  jail.  "  The  man  in  a  jail," 
said  he,  "has  more  room,  better  food,  and 
commonly  better  company,  and  is  in  siUTety." 
"  Ay ;  but,"  said  Mr.  M'Queen,  "  the  man  in 
the  ship  has  the  pleasing  hope  of  getting  to 
shore."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  I  am  not  talking 
of  a  man's  getting  to  shore,  but  of  a  man 
while  he  is  in  a  ship ;  and  then,  I  sav,  he  is 
worse  than  a  man  whUe  he  is  in  jail.  A 
man  in  a  jail  may  have  the  ^pleasing  hope^  of 
getting  out.  A  man  confined  for  only  a  limited 
time  actually  has  it."^  Macleod  mentioned 
his  schemes  for  carryin<^  on  fisheries  with  spirit, 
and  that  he  would  wish  to  understand  the 
construction  of  boats.  I  suggested  that  he 
might  go  to  a  dock-yard  and  work,  as  Peter 
the  Great  did.  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  he 
need  not  work.  Peter  the  Great  had  not  the 
sense  to  see  that  the  mere  mechanical  work 
may  be  done  by  any  bodj,  and  that  there  is 
the  same  art  in  constructmg  a  vessel,  whether 
the  boards  are  well  or  ill  wrought.  Sir  Chris- 
topher Wren  might  as  well  have  served  his 
time  to  a  bricklayer,  and  first,  indeed,  to  a 
brickmaker." 

There  is  a  beautiful  little  island  in  the  Loch 
of  Dunvegan,  called  Isa.  Alacleod  said,  he 
would  give  it  to  Dr.  Johnson,  on  condition  of 
his  residing  on  it  three  months  in  the  year ; 
nay  one  month.  Dr.  Johnson  was  highly 
amused  with  the  fancy.  1  have  seen  him 
plea.<e  himself  with  little  things,  even  with 
mere  idea.s  like  the  present.  lie  tiUked  a  peat 
deal  of  this  island;  how  he  would  build  a 
house  there  —  how  he  would  fortify  it  —  how 
he  wouhl  have  cannon  —  how  he  wouhl  plant 
—  how  he  would  sally  out,  and  Uikc  the  Isle 
of  Muck' ;  and  then  he  laughed  with  uncommon 
glee,  and  could  hardly  leave  off.  I  have  seen 
him  do  so  at  a  small  matter  that  struck  him, 


s  Mrs.  Cholmondeley  was  a  younger  sister  nf  the  celebrated 
Margaret  WoffinRton.  She  married  the  Hon.  and  Kev. 
(ioorge  Cholroonileley.  —  Cbokeu. 

'*  No  doubt  about  one  of  his  political  pamphlets ;  probably 
that  respecting  the  Falkland  Iklands.  —  Crokek. 

^  It  is  more  probable  that  the  fact  transpired  by  some  other 
means.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  such  system  of  waUkinti 
was  over  employi«d  in  Kngland.  —  Crokbr. 

«  See  ante,  p.  WW.,  and  post,  l«th  March,  1776.  —  C. 

7  When  Buonaparte  first  surveyed  his  new  sovereignty  of 
Kilu,  he  Ulked  jociilarlv  of  taking  the  little  island  of  Pianosa. 
So  natural  to  mankind  seems  to  be  the  desire  of  conquest, 
that  it  was  the  flrst  thought  of  the  speculative  moralist  as 
well  as  of  the  dethroned  usurper.— Ciokib. 
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an*l  was  ft  sport  to  no  one  else.  Mr.  Langton 
told  mc,  tlijit  one  night  he  did  so  whila  tho 
couipiiny  were  dJ  grave  about  hliii ;  —  only 
GarrJLk^j  in  his  significant  smart  iimnner,  dart- 
ing hid  aye^  around,  oxelaimed,  "  Ven/  j<X'OBi% 
to  be  flure  I  *'  Maclood  encouraged  the  fancy 
of  1)¥.  Johnsi>n's  becorjiing  owner  of  an  island  ; 
told  him,  that  it  waa  the  pructiec  in  this  country 
to  nainfj  every  ntun  by  lik  lauds ;  and  be*YgDd 
leave  to  drink  to  him  in  that  mode  :  '"  hland 
[ta^  your  health  I  "  UlintHh^  TalUker^  Wr. 
McQueen,  ami  1,  all  jtiiiied  In  oar  different 
niAJincij*,  while  l>r,  .lohnson  bowed  to  eiuth, 
with  much  good  huuiour. 

We  had  [footl  weather  and  a  fine  ?ail  ihia 
day.  The  shore  wiu  varied  with  hills,  and 
roeks^  and  corn*fieldB,  and  biLshess  which  arc 
here  dignified  with  the  name  of  natural  wood. 
We  landed  near  the  house  of  Ferneley,  a  farm 
pOMe^ed  by  auother  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Macleod,  whot  expecting  our  arrivalf  waa 
waiting  on  the  shore,  with  a  horse  for  Dr. 
Johnson.  The  rest  of  us  walked.  At  dinner, 
I  expressed  to  Maeleod  the  ioy  which  I  Lad 
in  seeing  him  on  such  cordial  terms  with  his 
clan.  "  Government "  said  he,  "  has  deprived 
us  of  our  ancient  power ;  hut  it  oinnot  deprive 
ua  of  our  dumestie  satisfactions,  I  would 
rather  <lnnk  punch  in  one  of  their  houses 
(meaning  the  houses  of  hia  people),  than  be 
enabled,  by  their  hardships,  to  have  ciaret  in 
my  own."  This  should  he  the  sentiment  of 
every  chieftain.  All  that  he  can  get  by  raising 
his  rentji  is  mere  luxury  in  hia  own  house.  1« 
it  not  better  to  share  the  profits  of  bis  estate, 
to  a  certain  de.^ee,  with  his  kinsraen,  and  thus 
have  both  soeial  intercourae  and  patriarchal 
influence  ? 

Wc  harl  a  very  good  ridc%  for  alwut  three 
mile&i  to  Talidker,  ^vhere  Colonel  Maeleod  in- 
troduced us  to  his  lady.  We  found  heiN}  Mr, 
Domdd  M*L.can,  the  youn^  Lair<l  of  Col 
(nephew  to  Tnluhn),,  to  whom  1  delivered  the 
letter  with  which  I  had  been  favoured  by  his 
uncle,  Profc**or  Maeleod,  at  Aberdeen.  He 
was  a  little  lively  youn|j  msm.  We  ftmnd  he 
had  been  a  ^ixaX  deal  in  ICnghmtl,  studying 
farming,  and  vva^  rej«olved  to  improve  the 
value  of  his  father's  lands,  without  oppressing 
his  teoauts,  or  losing  the  ancient  Highland 
fashiouij. 

Talisker  is  a  better  place  tlian  one  commonly 
Bnds  in  Sky.  It  is  situated  in  a  rich  bottom, 
liefore  it  ih  a  wide  expanse  of  sea,  on  each 
hand  of  which  arc  immennie  rocks ;  and,  at 
some  dijtonce  in  the  sen,  there  arc  three 
columnal  rocks  rising  to  shaqi  points.    The 


billowg  break  with  nrodigions  force  and  douh; 
on  the  coast  of  TsJisker.  There  are  here  a 
good  many  well-grown  trees.  Taliskei*  is  au 
extensive  farm.  The  possessor  of  it  hnji,  for 
sieveral  generations,  been  the  next  heir  to 
Maeleod^  ha  there  has  been  but  one  son  nlwavi* 
in  that  family.  I'he  c<iurt  lu-'forc  the  houtfc  is 
moBtinjuiliciousl^'  paved  with  the  round  bluish- 
grey  pL'bbles  which  aie  found  u]»f>n  the  se«- 
fihore;  so  that  you  walk  as  if  ujion  cannon 
balls  driven  into  the  ground, 

>  After  supjier,  I  talke<i  <»f  the  awidttJty  of 
the  Scottish  clergy,  in  visiting  and  privately 
instructing  their  parishioners,  aiul  obN.Tved 
how  nnich  in  this  they  excelled  tliM  Knglinh 
clergy.     Dr,  Johnson  would  not  let  tliis  paw. 

j  He  tried  to  turn  it  off,  by  saying,  "  There  arc 
different   ways   of    instructing.      Our   clergy 

I  pray  and  preach."  ]^lacteod  and  1  pressed  ihe 
subject,  upon  which  he  jrrew  warm,  and  broke 
forth :    "1   do  not  believe  your   people   oro 

I  better  instructed.     If  they  are,  it  is  the  blind 

i  leading  the  blind ;  for  your  clergy  are  not  in- 
stnu'ted  themselves."  llnnking  he  had  gone 
a  little  t«o  far,  he  checked  himself,  and  added, 
"  W^hen  I  talk  of  the  ignoronv^e  of  your  clergy, 
I  talk  of  them  as  a  Inuly ;  I  do  not  mean  tlmt 

I  there  ore  not  individuals  who  «.re  leurutni 
(looking  at  Mr.  M*Queen).     1  suppose  thews 

I  are  such  among  the  clergy  in  Muscovy.     The 

I  clergy  of  England  have  produced  llie  most 
valuable  books  in  support  of  religion,  b«jth  in 
theory  and  practice.  "VMiat  have  ytar  cJcrgy 
done,  since  you  sunk  into  presbylerianism? 
Can  you  name  one  book  of  any  value,  on  a  re- 
ligious subject,  written  by  them?"  W^e  were 
silent,     "  I  '11  help  you.     Forbes  wrote   very 

i  well ;  but  I  believe  be  wrote  before  episcopacy 
was  quite  extinguishe<l,"  And  then  pausing  a 
little,  he  said,  "Yes,  you  have  Wlshtirt  AtiAtvt&T 
Repentance."  '  Bos  well.  ^'  But,  Sir,  we  are 
not  contending  for  the  ^perior  learning  of 
our  clergy,  but  for  their  superior  flssiduitr." 
He  bore  us  down  agaiu,  with  iJiundering  , 
against  their  i^orance,  and  said  to  mo,  **  I  »«^ 
y(ju  have  not  oeen  well  taught ;  for  you  hatt> 
not  charity.*'  He  had  been  in  some  measures 
forced  into   this  Avarmth,  by  the  exulting  ai 

I  which  I  assumed  ;  ii^ty  when  he  be^an,  he  sai* 

I  "  Since  you  will  drive  the  nail !  '     He  Agai 

I  thought  of  good  Mr.  M'Queen,  and»  takii 
him  bv  the  hand,  said,  *"  Sir,  I  did  not  uie 
auy  disrespect  to  you.** 

I  Here  I  must  observe,  that  he  Conquered  by 
deserting  his  ground,  and  not  meeting  the  ar- 

Cent  OS  I  had  put  it.    The  assiduity  of  ibt? 
tish  clergy  b  ecrtainly  greater  than  tint 


I  ThU  w«i  «  «l«itermi»  mode  of  lUBcrtptlon.  for  thp  pur-  nn  uuchnrtuhle  JinO.  m  it  wociM  <«fttn.  unfounilM  ohafii*  no 

fKMD  or  hU  i-.r^ijin.i^^ht  :  (iirulunl  Ki>  nlNtiti-tt  in  wu«    .1  <>rrTiinitt  lii<   im-.'ir   Irinit',  n  li.-ti  m  tintit       liidxi   nut  tu.1i  \  wM. 

JIUhl'    ■        ■      •                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  -  .rift. 

he  <'!•  i.pii. 

hmU                                                                                                                      j.pQ. 

Dr.  JiHlllL.ti  «  iH-i:>tccMlluu(>l  lUn  SCuttUKCJi,  J-HJ.  \t\Ui  mAAUIg  iUf  (upiriUilK—  LllOKmi. 
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of  the  English.     His  taking  up  the  topic  of 
their  not  having  so  much  learning,  was,  though  ! 
ingenious,  yet  a  fallacy.     It  was  as  if  there  ' 
should  be  a  dispute  whether  a  man*s  hair  is  I 
well  dressed,  and  Dr.  Johnson    should  say,  '• 
"  Sir,  his  hair  cannot  be  well  dressed ;  for  he  ' 
has  a  dirty  shirt.     No  man  who  has  not  clean 
linen  has  his  hair  well  dressed.'*     When  some 
di^s  afterwards  he  read  this  passage,  he  said, 
"  No,  Sir ;  I  did  not  say  that  a  man's  hair 
could  not  be  well  dressed  because  he  has  not 
clean  linen,  but  because  he  is  bald." 

He  used  one  argument  against  the  Scottish 
clergy  being  learned,  which  I  doubt  was  not 
good.  **  As  we  believe  a  man  dead  till  we 
know  that  he  is  alive ;  so  we  believe  men  ig- 
norant till  we  know  that  they  are  learned." 
Now  our  maxim  in  law  is,  to  presume  a  man 
alive,  till  we  know  he  is  dead.  However, 
indeed^  it  may  be  answered,  that  we  must  first 
know  he  has  lived ;  and  that  we  have  never 
known  the  learning  of  the  Scottish  clergy. 
Mr.  McQueen,  though  he  was  of  opinion  that 
Dr.  Johnson  had  deserted  the  point  really  in 
dispute,  was  much  pleased  with  what  he  said, 
and  owned  to  me,  he  thought  it  very  just ;  and 
Mn,  Macleod  was  so  much  captivated  by  his 
eloquence,  that  she  told  me,  ^^  I  was  a  good 
advocate  for  a  bad  cause." 

Friday^  Sept,  24.  —  This  was  a  good  day. 
Dr.  Johj^n  told  us,  at  breakfast,  that  he  rode  | 
harder  at  a  fox  chase  than  any  body.^  "  The 
English,**  said  he,  "  are  the  only  nation  who 
ride  hard  a-hunting.  A  Frenchman  goes  out 
upon  a  managed  horse,  and  capers  in  the  field, 
and  no  more  thinks  of  leaping  a  hedge  ^  than 
of  mounting  a  breach.  Lord  Powerscourt' 
bud  a  wi^er,  in  France,  that  he  would  ride  a 
great  many  miles  in  a  certain  short  time.  The 
French  academicians  set  to  work,  and  calcu- 
lated that,  from  the  resistance  of  the  air,  it 
was  imp>ossible.  His  lordship,  however,  per- 
formed it." 

Our  money  being  nearly  exhausted,  we  sent 
t  bill  for  thirty  pounds,  drawn  on  Sir  William 
Forbes  and  Co.,  to  Lochbraccadale,  but  our 
messenger  found  it  very  difficult  to  procure 
cash  for  it ;  at  length,  however,  he  got  us  value 
from  the  master  of  a  vessel  which  was  to  carry 
away  some  emigrants.  There  is  a  great  scar- 
city of  specie  in  Sky.**  Mr.  M'Queen  said  he 
had  the  utmost  difficulty  to  pay  his  servants' 
wtges,  or  to  miy  for  any  little  thing  which  he 
bas  to  buy.     The  rents  are  paid  in  bills,  which 


'  Thlt  ftJirtMiiK  a»ii€rtlon  it  corroborated  by  Hawkins  and 
Vrt.Pioszi.  She  tayi  that  "  he  certainly  rodo  od  Mr.Thralf'i 
oUhiioter  vith  a  good  firmness,  and  though  he  would  Tollow 
Ac  bdunda  fiftv  miles  an  end  sometimes,  would  never  own 
kinitelf  either  tired  or  amused."  All  this  seems  very  strange. 
That  he  might  now  and  then  have  ridden  out  with  the 
kirrlcn,  od  Brighton  Down*.  I  can  understand  ;  but  that 
ke«ver  was  a  fox-kunUr  I  cannot  believe.  —  Choker. 

*  BceaoM,  to  the  greater  part  of  France,  there  are  no 
fctdgn;  nur  do  they  hunt,  in  the  sense  — in  which  we  use 
Ihttword — of  rwming  down  the  animal.  — Crokbr. 

*  Edward  Wingfield,  lecond  Vlscouut  of  the  last  creation. 


the  drovers  give.  The  people  consume  a  vast 
deal  of  snuifand  tobacco,  for  which  they  must 
pay  ready  money ;  and  pedlars,  who  come 
about  selling  goods,  as  there  is  not  a  shop  in 
the  island,  carry  away  the  cash.  If  there  were 
encouragement  given  to  fisheries  and  manu- 
factories, there  might  be  a  circulation  of  money 
introduced.  I  got  one  and  twenty  shillings  in 
silver  at  Portree,  which  was  thought  a  won- 
derful store.* 

Tcdisker,  Mr.  M'Queen,  and  I,  walked  out, 
and  looked  at  no  less  than  fifteen  different 
waterfalls,  near  the  house,  in  the  space  of 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  We  ^so  saw 
Cuchillin's  well,  said  to  have  been  the  favourite 
spring  of  that  ancient  hero.  I  drank  of  it. 
The  water  is  admirable.  On  the  shore  are 
many  stones  full  of  crystallisations  in  the 
heiirt. 

Though  our  obliging  friend,  Mr.  McLean, 
was  but  the  young  laird  •,  he  had  the  title  of 
Col  constantly  given  him.  After  dinner  he 
and  I  walked  to  the  top  of  Prieshwell,  a  very 
high  rocky  hill,  from  whence  there  is  a  view  of 
Barra  —  the  Long  Island  '  —  Bemera  —  the 
Loch  of  Dunvegan  —  part  of  Rum  —  part  of 
Kasay  —  and  a  vast  deal  of  the  Isle  of  Sky. 
Col,  though  he  had  come  into  Sky  with  an 
intention  to  be  at  Dunvegan,  and  pass  a  consi- 
derable time  in  the  island,  most  politely  re- 
solved first  to  conduct  us  to  Mull,  and  then  to 
return  to  Sky.  This  was  a  very  fortunate 
circumstance ;  for  he  planned  an  expedition 
for  us  of  more  variety  than  merely  going  to 
Mull.  He  proposed  we  should  see  the  islands 
of  Egg,  Muck,  Col,  and  Tyr-yi.  In  all  these 
islands  he  could  show  us  every  thing  worth 
seeing ;  and  in  Mull  he  said  he  should  be  as  if 
at  home,  his  father  having  lands  there,  and  he 
at  a  farm. 

Dr.  Johnson  did  not  talk  much  to-day,  but 
seemed  intent  in  listening  to  the  schemes  of 
future  excursion,  planned  by  Col.  Dr.  Birch, 
however,  being  mentioned,  he  said,  he  had  more 
anecdotes  than  any  man.  I  said,  Percy  had  a 
great  many ;  that  he  fiowed  with  them  like 
one  of  the  brooks  here.  Johnson.  "  If  Percy 
is  like  one  of  the  brooks  here.  Birch  was  like 
the  river  Thames.  Birch  excelled  Percy  in 
that,  as  much  as  Percy  excels  Goldsmith.  I 
montione<l  Lord  Holes  as  a  man  of  anecdote. 
He  was  not  pleased  with  him,  for  publishing 
only  such  memorials  and  letters  as  were  unfa- 
vourable for  the  Stuart  family.     "  If,"  said  he. 


born  in  1729,  succeeded  his  brother  in  1762.  and  died  In  1764. 
He  was  railed  the  French  Lord  Powcrscourt.  —  Crokbr. 

*  This  scarcity  of  cash  still  exists  on  the  islands,  in  several 
of  which  flvc  shilling  notes  are  necessarily  issued  to  have 
some  circulating  medium.  If  you  insist  on  having  change, 
you  must  purchase  something  at  a  shop —  Waltbr  Scott. 

3  See  anti,  p.  327..  the  Pretender's  difficulty  in  getting 
change  of  a  guinea  at  Portree. 

«  Because  he  was  considered  the  actual  pouessor  of  the 
property.     See  po$l,  p.  379.  —  Crokbr 

"  \  series  of  islands  ;  the  two  Uists,  Benbecula,  and  some 
others,  are  called  by  ttie  general  name  of  Long  hletnd.  — 
Crokbr. 
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•*»  roan  falrlv  warns  you,  '  I  tim  to  give  uM  the 
ill  —  do  yoa  find  the  good,'  he  m&y ;  hut  it'  tho 
abjt>ct  wlu'rh  he  professes  be  to  jj^ve  tt  view  of 
a  rci^n,  let  him  tell  all  the  trutli.  1  would  tell 
truth  of  the  two  Georges,  or  of  that  {*coundrcl|, 
Kin{»  Wil]i;«m.  Granger's  *  Bio^^TaphicuJ  His- 
tory '  is  full  of  ('urioua  anecdote  ',  but  might 
huVL*  l^ccn  bclti;?r  dane*  The  dog  i&  a  ^\^i|r. 
I  do  not  liko  much  to  sets  »  Whig  in  any 
dreaa ;  but  I  hate  to  see  a  Whig  in  a  parson  s 
gown." 

Suturdtu/^  Sep(,  25. — ^It  was  resolved  that 
we  should  set  out,  in  order  to  return  to  Slate, 
Ut  be  in  reiidines^  to  take  a  boat  whenever 
there  shiJidd  be  a  fair  wind.  Dr.  Johnson  re- 
mained in  his  chamber  writing  a  letter,  and 
it  wiis  loii^  before  we  could  pet  him  into 
motion.  He  did  not  come  to  breakfast,  but 
had  it  »ent  to  liim.  When  he  had  fiDi^hed  his 
letter,  it  was  twelve  o'clock,  and  we  should 
have  set  out  at  ten.  When  I  went  up  to  him, 
ho  said  to  me,  "  Do  you  remember  a  song 
whieh  begins — " 

*  Every  iisland  is  a  prison 

Strongly  guarded  by  tlic  «na ; 

Kinfr%  aod  princ»,  for  that  rca<«on, 

Prisoners  are  a^  wtll  mb  we'?" 

I  suppose  he  had  been  thinklnir  of  our  con- 
fint'tl  situation.^  He  would  fain  have  gut  in  a 
boat  from  hence,  iiLslead  of  riding  buck  to 
Shite.  A  scheme  for  it  wm  proj>o8ed.  He 
saidj  *' We'll  not  be  driven  tamely  from  it:'* 
but  it  proved  iinpratrtieuble. 

We  took  leave  of  Macleod  and  Talhker, 
fnun  whom  we  parted  with  regret.  Talixker, 
having  been  hre<l  to  physic,  had  a  tincture  of 
flchoIarKhjp  in  his  conversation,  which  pleased 
Dr.  Johnson,  and  he  had  some  very  grwd 
books;  itud  \mu^  a  colonel  in  the  Dutch 
ficrvice.  he  nnd  his  ladv,  in  consequence  of 
having  lived  abroail,  hat!  introduced  the  eJwe 
and  ]Hilitene!*a  of  the  continent  into  this  rude 
region. 

Young  Col  was  now  our  leiuier.  Mr.M'Queen 
yrm  to  acc«*nipany  ui  half  a  day  more.  We 
("topped  at  a  little  hut,  where  we  »aw  an  old 
woujitn  priudln;!:  with  the  qwern^  the  ancient 
Hl^'hlMud  instrument,  which  it  is  satdwa^s  used 
by  the  nomtins ;  but  which,  beinw  very  slow 
ifi  h»  0|>enitinn,  is  almost  entirely  gone  into 
disuse. 

The  wall*  of  the  cottages  in  Sky,  instead  of 
being  one  compacted  mass  of  stones,  arc  often 
fonned  by  two  exterior  surtaces  of  stone, 
filled   up  with    earth  in   the    middle,   which 


makei  them  very  wann.  The  roof  \a  g4»- 
uerally  bad.  They  are  thatched,  aumetuac« 
with  straw,  sometimes  with  heath,  Bume- 
times  with  fern.  The  thatch  is  fleeured  hy 
ropea  of  straw,  or  of  heatli ;  and,  to  fix  the 
ro[>es,  there  is  a  stone  tied  to  die  end  oi"  eaih. 
These  stones  ban f^  round  the  bottom  of  the  roof, 
and  make  it  look  like  a  lady's  hiiir  In  papers ; 
but  I  should  think  that,  when  there  is  wind, 
they  would  come  down,  and  knock  |*eoplc  on 
the  head. 

AVe  dined  at  the  inn  at  Sconser,  where  1 
had  the  plea£ure  to  find  a  letter  from  my  wife- 
Hero  we  parted  from  our  learned  coinpinion, 
Mr.  Donald  Jil'Queeji.  Dr.  Johniiton  tcxjJt  leave 
of  him  very  alTectionatcly,  sayino;,  *'  Dear  Sir, 
do  not  forget  me  I "  We  settled,  that  he 
should  write  an  account  of  the  Isle  of  Sktt 
which  Dr.  Johnattu  promised  to  revise,  lie 
said,  Air.  McQueen  .'*houlil  tell  all  that  ho 
could  ;  distinguishing  what  he  himself  kntrw, 
what  was  traditional,  and  what  coujectural.* 

We  *ent  our  horses  round  a  p<t(nl  of  laud, 
that  we  might  shuti  some  very  bad  roud  ;  and 
rejsolved  to  go  forward  by  s«i.  It  wns  seven 
o'clock  when  we  got  into  our  boat.  W<f  had 
many  showers,  and  it  soon  grew  prcftv  dark. 
Dr.  Johudou  fiat  silent  and  patient.  ( W'li  he 
said,  as  he  looked  on  the  bbck  i^a*t  of  Sky,  — 
black,  as  being  comjwsed  of  rotk^  ^een  in  the 
«lusk,  —  "  This*  is  very  solemn.'*  Our  boatmen 
were  rude  ulngera,  and  m?emed  >o  like  wild 
Indiana,  that  a  very  little  imaginatiou  was 
necessai'y  to  give  one  an  impression  of  V*cing 
upon  an  American  river.  We  landed  at 
Strolimus,  from  whence  we  got  a  uuide  r*) 
walk  before  us,  for  two  miles,  toCorrichatjurhin. 
Not  being  able  to  procure  a  horse  for  our 
baggage,  1  took  one  TKirtniantoau  before  ttw% 
and  Joseph  another.  We  hml  l>ut  a  single  star  | 
to  light  us  on  our  vvay.  It  was  ttl»out  eleven 
when  we  arrived.  \V  e  were  mii«t  hospitably 
received  by  the  nia.stcr  and  mistress,  whowcrp 

i'ust  going  to  bed,  but,  with  unafl'ected  ready 
.indness,   made   a  good   fire,    and   at    twelvi^ 
o*clock  at  night  had  supper  on  the  table. 

James  MacdonaUl,  of  Knockow,  Kfv^slmr^h'jim 
brother,  whom  we  had  icen  at    K;i.../i.iir.ri, 
was  there.     He  ghowetl  me  a  bo»^ 
the  late  Sir  James  Macdonald,  t<'  - 

burg^  the  preamble  of  which  doe$  so  murli 
honour  to  the  feelings  of  that  roucb-lamcnied 
l^endleman,  that  I  thought  it  worth  tran^crib' 
ing.     It  was  ais  followa  :  — 

**  I,  Sir  JaTnL»4  Miictionahl,  orMaeduuald,  ]l;utiil^f 
now,  after  arriving  al  my  peii«?ct   *gv,  from 
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)ip  I  bear  to  Alexander  Macdonald,  of 
urgh»  and  in  return  for  the  long  and  faith- 
ices  done  and  performed  by  him  to  my  de- 
father,  and  to  myself  during  my  minority, 
e  was  one  of  my  tutors  and  curators ;  being 
1,  now  that  the  said  Alexander  Macdonald 
iced  in  years,  to  contribute  my  endeavours 
ing  his  old  age  placid  and  comfortable,** — 
u  he  grants  him  an  annuity  of  fifty  pounds 


Johnson  went  to  bed  soon.  When  one 
•f  ])unch  vrcks  finished,  I  rose,  and  was 
tie  door,  in  my  way  up  stairs  to  bed ; 
rrichatachin  said  it  was  the  first  time 
1  been  in  his  house,  and  he  should  have 
'1 ;  —  and  would  not  I  join  in  drinking 
he  heartiness  of  my  honest  landlord, 
e  desire  of  doing  social  honour  to  our 
blijifing  conductor,  induced  me  to  sit 
gain.  CoVs  bowl  was  finished ;  and  by 
me  we  were  well  warmed.  A  third 
as  soon  made,  and  that  too  was  finished, 
re  cordial,  and  merry  to  a  high  degree  ; 

what  passed  I  have  no  recollection, 
y  accuracy.  I  remember  calling  Cor- 
:hin  by  the  familiar  appellation  of  Corri^ 
his  friends  do.  A  fourth  bowl  was 
•y  which  time  Co/,  and  young  M'Kinnon, 
iatachins  son,  slipped  away  to  bed.  1 
led  a  little  with  Corri  and  Knockow; 
last  I  left  them.  It  was  near  five  in  the 
g  when  I  got  to  bed. 
lay,  Sept.  26.  —  I  awaked  at  noon,  with 
e  headache.  I  was  much  vexed,  that  I 
have  been  guilty  of  such  a  riot,  and 
of  a  reproof  from  Dr.  Johnson.  I 
:  it  very  inconsistent  with  that  conduct 
[  ought  to  maintain,  while  the  com- 
of  the  Rambler.  About  one  he  came 
'  room,  and  accosted  nie,  "  What,  drunk 

His  tone  of  voice  was  not  that  of 
ipbralding ;  so  I  was  relieved  a  little. 

said  I,  "they  kept  me  up."  He 
fd,  "No,  you  kept  them  up,  you 
a  dog."     This  he  said  with  good-hu- 

English  pleasantry.  Soon  afterwards, 
uitachiriy  Cul^  and  other  friends,  as- 
l  rouTid  my  bed.  Corri  had  a  brandy- 
nd  gla:js  with  him,  and  Insisted  I  should 
dram.  "Ay,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "fill 
ink  again.     Do  it  In  the  morning,  that 


fenuouslj  relatin^r  thl»  occasional  instance  of  in- 
:e  han.  I  IinJ,  been  made  the  subject  both  of  serious 
Ukd  ludicrous  banter.  With  the  bantcrers  I  shall 
e  myself,  imt  I  wonder  that  those  who  pretend  to 
lotion  of  serious  critics  should  not  hare  had  sa- 
ugb  to  perceive  that  here,  as  in  erery  other  part 
«CTtt  work,  my  principal  object  was  to  delineate 
iOd's  manners  and  character.  In  justice  to  him  I 
t  omit  an  anecdote,  which,  though  in  some  dp- 
17  own  di^advanlaKe,  exhibits  in  so  stroti};  a  liKht 
ence  and  good  humour  with  which  he  could  treat 
«set  in  his  tnends  of  which  he  hlKhly  dis.approved. 
ther  instances,  the  critics  have  been  equally  wrong 
true  motive  of  mv  recording  particulars,  the  ob- 
>  which  1  saw  as  clearly  as  they.  But  it  would  be 
I  task  for  an  author  to  point  out  upon  everv  occa- 
rectie  object  he  has  in  view.  Tontenting  himself 
piprobation  of  readers  of  discernment  and  taste,  he 


we  may  laugh  at  him  all  day.  It  is  a  poor 
thing  loT  a  fellow  to  get  drunk  at  night,  and 
sculk  tobed,  and  let  his  friends  have  no  sport" 
Finding  him  thus  joctUar,  I  became  quite  easy ; 
and  when  I  offered  to  get  up,  he  very  good- 
naturedly  said,  "  You  need  be  m  no  such  hurry 
now." '  I  took  my  host's  advice,  and  drank 
some  brandy,  which  I  found  an  effectual  cure 
for  nay  headache.  When  I  rose,  I  went  into 
Dr.  Johnson's  room,  and  taking  up  Mrs. 
M*Kinnon's  Prayer-book,  I  opened  it  at  the  | 
twentieth  Sunday  after  Trinity,  in  the  epistle 
for  which  I  read,  "  And  be  not  drunk  with 
wine,  wherein  there  is  excess."  Some  would 
have  taken  this  as  divine  interposition. 

Mrs.  M^Kinnon  told  us  at  dinner,  that  old 
Kingaburgh^  her  father,  was  examined  at 
Mu^stot,  by  General  Campbell*,  as  to  the 
particulars  of  the  dress  of  the  person  who  had 
come  to  his  house  in  woman's  clothes,  along 
with  Miss  Flora  Macdonald;  as  the  generd 
had  received  intelligence  of  that  disguise. 
The  particulars  were  taken  down  in  writing, 
that  it  might  be  seen  how  far  they  agreed  with 
the  dress  of  the  Irish  girl  who  went  with  Miss 
Flora  from  the  Long  Island.  Kingsburgh^  she 
said,  had  but  one  song,  which  he  always  sung 
when  he  was  merry  over  a  glass.  She  dic- 
tated the  words  to  me,  wmch  are  foolish 
enough :  — 

**  Green  sleeves  and  pudding  pies, 
Tell  me  where  my  mistress  lies. 
And  T\\  be  with  her  before  she  rise. 
Fiddle  and  aw'  together. 

**  May  our  affairs  abroad  succeed. 

And  may  our  king  come  home  with  speed. 
And  all  pretenders  shake  fur  dread, 
And  let  his  health  go  round. 

"  To  all  our  injured  friends  in  need, 
Ttiis  side  and  beyond  the  Tweed  !  — 
Let  all  pretenders  shake  for  dread, 
And  let  hig  health  go  round. 

Green  sleeves,  &c."  • 

While  the  examination  was  going  on,   the 

S resent  Talisher^  who  was  there  as  one  of 
lacleod's  militia*,  could  not  resist  the  plea- 
santry of  asking  Kingshurgh^  in  allusion  to  his 
only  song,  "Had  she  green  sleeves  f  "  Kings- 
burgh  gave  him  no  answer.    Lady  Margaret 


ought  not  to  complain  that  some  are  found  who  cannot  or 
will  not  undersUnd  him.  —  Boswell. 

3  General  Campbell,  it  seems,  waa  accompanied  by  Captain 
Fergussone,  of  the  Furnace,  part  of  whose  share  in  this 
examination  we  have  already  seen,  amti,  p.  325 Ckuker. 

'  "  Grfen  ileews"  howerer,  it  a  song  a  great  deal  older 
than  the  Revolution.  "  His  disposition  and  words  no  more 
adhere  and  keep  pace  together,  than  the  hundredth  psalm 
and  the  tune  of  Grem  sleews"  says  Mrs.  Furrf.ln  the  Merry 
Wives  of  WindMor —  CaoKEK. 

<  Macleod  and  Macdonald,  after  tome  hesitation,  which 
the  Jacobites  called  treachery,  took  part  with  the  Hanoverian 
monarch,  and  arraved  their  clans  on  that  side.  Taiisker, 
who  commanded  a  body  of  Macleod's  people,  seetns  to  have 
bi'en  the  person  who  actually  arrested  Flora  Macdonald. 
{Ajranitu.)  —  But  he  probably  did  so,  to  prevent  her  (ailing 
into  ruder  hands.  —  CaoKta. 
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Mifdonald'  was  very  angry  at  Talisker  for 
joking  on  such  a  serious  occasion,  iis  Kittf^»' 
hurgh  was  really  in  danger  of  his  lifti.  JMris. 
^I'Kiniion  iuMe<i,   that   hm\y   Marguret   ivw 

auitc  inlorcU  ill  Sky*  That  when  she  travelled 
iroii^rh  llie  island,  the  jtc-ople  ran  in  crowds 
bcfor*?  hfr,  and  ti»ok  the  stoiierf  f>ff'  tlie  road.  Jest 
lier  horse  should  stumble  and  she  be  hurt.' 
Her  huwbiind,  Sir  Alexnmh'r,  is  also  rcmem- 
K*re«l  wilU  ijrcut  rc^'urd.  We  were  told  that 
every  week  u  lu^g^helld  of  cluret  was  drunk  at 
his  tjd>!L\ 

Tbis  VIM  another  day  of  wind  and  rain ; 
but  iriMid  cheer  mid  {rood  f»<>oiety  helped  to 
be^'uUo  the  time.  1  lelt  myself  eomfortnble 
enouj^h  in  the  afternoon.  I  then  thought  that 
!ity  last  night's  riot  was  no  more  than  such  a 
8(K'ial  excess  as  may  happen  without  much 
moral  blame;  and  recollected  that  some  phy- 
8triuns  maintained,  that  a  fever  produced  by  it 
was,  upon  the  whole,  good  for  health  :  so  dif- 
iereiit  are  our  reflections  on  the  same  subject, 
at  ditrerent  periods  \  and  such  the  exeusea 
with  which  we  palliate  what  we  know  to  be 
wronnr. 

Monday^  Sept.  27.  —  Mr.  Donald  Macleod, 
OUT  original  guide,  who  had  parted  from  us  at 
Dunvegan,  joined  U8  agam  to-day.  Tho 
weather  was  still  so  bad  that  we  could  not 
travel.  I  found  a  closet  here,  w^ith  a  good 
many  book.H,  besides  those  that  were  lying 
about.  Dr.  Johnson  told  me,  he  found  a 
lihnu-y  in  hi^  room  at  Tali:«ker;  and  observed, 
that  it  wa-s  one  of  the  remarkable  things  of 
Skv",  that  there  were  so  many  buoka  in  it. 

Tliough  we  had  here  great  abundance  of 

Erovisions,  it  is  remarkable  that  Corrichatackin 
M  literally  no  {harden  :  not  even  a  turnip,  a 
ewrnit,  or  a  ealibjige.  After  dinner,  we  talked 
of  the  crooked  spade  used  in  Sky,  already 
described,  and  they  matntuined  thai  it  was 
better  than  the  usual  g.irden-spade,  and  that 
there  was  an  art  in  tosiiing  it,  by  which  those 
who  were  aceustomed  to  it  couhl  work  very 
ea&ilv  with  it^  *'  Nay,"  said  Di^.  Johnson,  "  it 
may  be  useful  in  land  where  there  are  many 
stonea  to  raise ;  but  it  certainly  is  not  a  gwnl 
instrumetit  for  digging  good  Iand<  A  man 
may  tub^  i^  to  be  sure;  but  he  will  toss  a  lij^ht 
spuilc  much  better  i  its  weitrht  makej^  it  an  m* 
cumbrancc.  A  man  may  di^  any  land  witb  it; 
but  lie  has  no  occasion  for  such  a  weight  in 
digghig  goo<l  land.  You  may  take  a  field-piece 
to  shoot  sparrows;  but  all  the  sparrows  you 
can  bring  home  will  not  be  worth  the  charge." 
He  wai5  i|uite  social  and  easy  amongst  them; 
and,  though  he  drank  no  fermented  liquor, 
toofted  Higldand  beauties  with  great  readincM. 
Hia  ctjnviviality  engaged  them  50  mueh,  that 
they  seemed  eager  to  show  llieir  attention  to 
htm.,  and  vied  with  eai-h  other  iu  cryiug  out^ 


I  S**"  onii,  p.  396.  —  C. 

•  Jnhntno  aiad*  a  coraplimaa  ou  UiU  tati^rct  to  Lad;  M. 


with  a  Strong  Celtic  pronunciation,  "Toctor 
Sbonson,  Toct^r  Sh<:«son,  your  health  !  " 

Thiii  evening  one  of  our  marrird  ladicn,  a 
lively  pretty  little  woman,  good  humourctUy  aat 
down  upon  Dr.  Johns/m^  knec^  and,  being 
cneourajfod  by  some  of  the  company*  put  her 
li  <     ■  I  his  neck,  and  kisseti  him.    "  Do  it 

n  )ie,  **  and  let  u«  see  who  will  tire 

hiiM.  Jir  kept  her  on  his  knee  some  time, 
while  he  and  sne  drank  tea.  He  was  now  like 
a  buck  indeed.  iVJl  the  company  were  much 
entertained  to  find  him  so  easy  and  pleasant. 
To  me  it  wais  highly  comic,  to  see  the  gnive 
ptiiloriopher  —  the  llambler  —  toying  with  a 
Highland  beauty!  But  what  could  he  do? 
He  must  have  been  surly,  and  weak  t4.>o,  had 
he  not  behaved  as  he  did.  He  would  have  been 
laughed  at^  and  not  more  respected,  though  \o» 
loved. 

He  read  to-night,  to himsr*'      '  '      ,.m- 

pany,  a  great  deal  of  my  J  1  to 

mc,  '*  The  more  I  read  of  llna,  i  Ull.^^  iJi.-  mon? 
liighly  of  you.*'  ^  The  gentlemen  sal  a  long 
tune  at  their  punch,  after  he  and  I  Imd  retired 
to  our  chambers.  The  manner  in  which  ihev 
were  attended  struck  me  as  singular.  Tlic  \ml 
being  broken,  a  snmrt  lad  lay  on  a  table  in  ihc 
corner  of  the  room,  ready  to  spring  up  and 
brinn;  the  kettle  whenever  it  was  wanfed*  They 
continued  drinking,  and  singing  Ei-se  songs, 
till  near  five  in  the  morning,  wheu  they  all 
came  into  my  room,  where  aome  of  them  had 
beds.  Unluckily  for  me,  they  found  a  bottle 
of  puneh  in  a  corner,  which  they  drank ;  and 
Corrichaiitchin  went  for  another,  which  they 
also  drank.  They  mafle  many  apoU»giea  for 
disturbing  me.  1  told  them,  that,  ha\i  - '  ^  >  'i 
kept  awake  by  their  mirth,  1  hati  once 
of  getting  up  and  joining  them  again.  < 
CoTrichatachin  saitl,  "  To  have  had  you  liooo 
so,  I  woidd  have  given  a  cow." 

Tuesday,  St^pL  28.  —  The  weather  wa*i  won»e 
than  yesterday,  I  felt  as  if  imprisoncnil.  Dr. 
Johnson  said  it  was  irksome  to  be  detain'Ml 
thus :  yet  he  seemed  to  have  less  uneasiness,  or 
more  patience,  than  I  had.  What  m-  ' 
situation  wor.'^e  here  waa,  that  we  had  i 
that  we  could  command;  for  the  good  j-v< 
had  no  notion  that  a  man  could  have  any 
sion  but  for  a  mere  sleeping  place  ;  so,  di 
tlie  day,  the  bed-chambers  were  common  to 
the  house.  Servants  eat  in  Dr.  John?ioti\  and 
mine  wits  a  kind  of  general  rendezvous  of  aU 
under  the  roof,  children  and  dogi*  not  exccpt*i»i 
As  the  gentlemen  occupied  the  parlour,  the 
ladies  had  no  place  to  sit  in,  diiruig  the  day, 
but  Dr.  Johnaon^s  room.  I  had  always 
tjuiet  lime  for  writing  in  it,  before  he  wm  un\ 
and,  by  degrees,  I  accustomed  tlie  ladiea  to  M 
mc  ijsit  in  it  allcr  breakfast^  at  my  Joui 
without  minduig  me. 


^norwiirdi  tnmt  her,  kt  dton^r.  ka  L*m*\ 
779.  —  CVDKIJI. 
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Dr.  Johnson  was  this  mnming  for  goinnr  to  ;  labourers,  at  times  when  provisions  are  high, 
see  as  many  i^ijands  as  we  could,  not  recollecting  |  than  to  raise  their  wages ;  because,  if  wages  are 
the  uncertainty  of  the  season,  which  mi?ht  de-  once  raised,  they  will  never  get  down  again." 
tain  us  in  one  place  for  many  weeks.  He  said  Happily  the  weather  cleared  up  between  one 
to  me,  "  I  have  more  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  two  o'clock,  and  we  got  ready  to  depart ; 
than  you.**  For  my  part,  I  was  anxious  to  get  |  but  our  kind  host  and  hostess  would  not  let  us 
to  Mull,  from  whence  we  might  almost  any  day  go  without  taking  a  snatchy  as  they  called  it ; 
reach  the  main  land.  |  which  was  in  truth  a  very  gooil  dinner.   AVhile 

Dr.  Johnson  mentioned,  that  the  few  ancient  i  the  punch  went  round,  Dr.  Johnston  kept  a 
Irish  gentlemen  yet  remaining  have  the  highest  '  close  whispering  conference  with  Mrs.  M*Kin- 
pridc  of  family ;  that  ^Ir.  Sandford,  a  friend  '■  non,  which,  however,  was  loud  enough  to  let  us 
of  his,  whose  mother  was  Irish,  told  him,  that  .  hear  that  the  subject  of  it  was  the  particulars 
O'Uara  (who  was  true  Irish,  both  by  father  '  of  Prince  Charles's  escape.'  The  company 
and  mother)  and  he,  and  Mr.  Ponsonby,  son  to  |  were  entertained  and  pleased  to  observe  it. 
the  Earl  of  Beslx)rough,  the  greatest  man  of  Upon  that  subject,  there  was  something  con- 
the  three,  but  of  an  Knglish  familv,  went  to  I  genial  between  the  soul  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson 
see  one  of  those  ancient  Irish,  and  that  lie  dis-  !  and  that  of  an  Isle  of  Sky  farmer's  wife.    It 

M.' ?_i 1     >i  »i .      LL  /^'  IT l_ : A_ i_    1  /•_- 


tinguished  them  thus :  "  O'llara,  you  are 
welcome !  Jlr.  Saudlunl,  your  mother's  son  is 
welcome !  Mr.  Ponsonby,  you  may  sit  down  I  " 

He  talked  both  of  threshing  and  thatching. 
He  said  it  was  very  diflicult  to  determine  how 
to  agree  with  a  thresher.  **  If  you  pay  him  by 
the  day's  wages,  he  will  thresh  no  more  than 
he  pleases :  though,  to  Ik;  sure,  the  negli- 
gence of  a  thresher  is  more  easily  detected 
than  that  of  most  labourers,  because  he  must 
always  make  a  souml  while  he  works.  If  you 
pa^  him  by  the  piece,  by  the  quantity  of  grain 
which  he  produces,  he  will  thresh  only  while 
the  grain  comes  freely,  and  though  he  leaves  a 
good  deal  in  the  ear,  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
thresh  the  straw  over  again  ;  nor  can  you  fix 
biin  to  do  it  sutKciently,  lM.>cause  it  is  so  <lii}i- 
cult  to  prove  how  much  loss  a  man  threshes 
tlian  he  ought  to  do.  Here  then  is  a  dilemma: 
but,  lor  my  part,  I  would  engage  him  by  the 
day ;  I  would  ratlier  trust  his  idleness  than  his 
fniud."  He  said,  a  nK)f  tliatched  with  Lin- 
colnshire ree<ls  would  last  seventy  yt'ars,  as  he 
was  informed  wht-n  in  that  county ;  and  that 
he  foM  this  in  London  to  a  groat  thatclier,  who 
Miid,  he  1)elieved  it  might  be  true.  Such  are 
the  pains  that  Dr.  Johnscm  takes  to  get  the 
liest  mformation  on  every  .•subject. 

He  proceede*!:  "  It  is  <lifHcult  for  a  farmer 
in  England  to  find  day-  labourers  because  the 
lowest    manufacturers   can   always  tret   more 


is  curious  to  see  people,  how  far  soever  removed 
from  each  other  in  the  general  system  of  their 
lives,  come  close  together  on  a  particular  point 
which  is  common  to  each.  We  were  merry 
with  Corrichatachin^  on  Dr.  Johnson's  whis- 
pering with  his  wife.  She,  perceiving  this, 
humorously  cried,  "  I  am  in  love  with  him. 
Wiiat  is  it  to  live  and  not  to  love  ?  "  UfM^n 
her  saying  something,  which  I  did  not  hear,  or 
cannot  recollect,  he  seized  her  hand  eagerly, 
and  kissed  it. 

As  we  were  going,  the  Scottish  phrase  of 
"  honest  man  !  "  which  is  an  expression  of  kind- 
ness and  regani,  was  again  and  again  applied 
by  the  company  to  Dr.  Johnson.  I  was  also 
treated  with  much  civility;  an<i  I  must  take 
some  merit  from  my  assiduous  attention  to  him, 
and  from  my  contriving  that  he  shall  l>e  easy 
wherever  he  goes,  that  he  shall  not  Ix?  a>kcd 
twice  to  eat  or  drink  anv  thing  (which  always 
disgusts  him),  that  he  shall  be  provided  with 
water  at  his  meals,  and  many  such  little  things, 
which,  if  not  attended  to,  would  fret  him.  I 
also  may  be  allowe<l  to  claim  some  merit  in 
leading  tlie  conversation :  I  do  not  mean 
leading,  as  in  an  orchestra,  by  playing  the  first 
fiddle ;  but  leading  as  one  does  in  examining  a 
witness  —  starting  topics,  and  making  him  pur- 
sue them.  He  apiKjars  to  me  like  a  great  mill, 
into  which  a  subject  is  thrown  to  be  ground. 
It    re(piires,  indeed,  fertile    minds  to  furnish 


thiui  a  'lay-labourer.     It  is  of  no  consequence  '  materials  for  this  mill.     I  regret  whenever  I 


how  high  the  wages  of  manufacturers  are  ;  but 
it  would  l>e  of  very  Iwid  consequence  to  raise 
the  wages  of  those  who  jirocure  the  immediate 
necessaries  of  life,  for  that  would  raise  the 
price  of  provisions.  Here  then  is  a  problem 
for  politicians.  It  is  not  reas<3nable  that  the 
mtist  useful  l>ody  of  men  should  be  the  worst 
paid ;  yet  it  does  not  ap|>ear  how  it  can  be  or- 
dere<l  otherwise.  It  were  to  })e  wishe«l,  that  a 
mo«le  fi>r  its  being  otherwise  were  found  out. 
In  the  mean  time,  it  is  better  to  give  temporary 
assistance  by  charitable  contributions  to  poor 


>  It  rau>t  bt  rrraemberrtd  that  Mri.  M'Kinnnn  nas  old 
Kfmnbmrgk'%  da'iKhter,  lod  wai  in  the  h<iti.4i'  vhrn  the  Vtr- 
teitarr  wu  there  in  woman't  rluthck.  AscaniH$  rplat?>  an 
jU  tif  hrr  being  alunned  (tiie  wu  tlicn  very  y uung) 


see  it  uneinployeil ;  but  sometimes  1  feel  mv' 
sell'  (luite  barren,  and  having  nothing  to  throw 
in.  I  know  not  if  this  mill  lie  a  good  figure ; 
though  Pojic  makes  his  mind  a  mill  tor  turning: 
verses. 

We  set  out  about  four.  Young  Corrirhafa^ 
chin  went  with  us.  We  had  a  fine  evening, 
and  an-ive»i  in  gtK)d  time  at  Ostig,  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  l^lartin  M'Pherson,  minister  of 
Slate.  It  is  a  pretty  good  house,  built  by  his 
father,  uj)on  a  farm  near  the  church.  We  were 
received  here  with  much  kindness  by  Mr.  and 


with  tho  masriiliiie  mann<»r«  «n«l  hold  ttridei  of  ihn  "mmrkU 
vttman"  \n  tht!  hull.  Mri.  M'Kinnon  wa«  the  maternal 
Kranilmothfr  of  mjr  friend  Major-Cvneral  Macdouuld,  now 

\i*^\k',)  .Kdjutant-GenurJ C'ruKEB. 
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Mrs.  MTberson,  ami  his  sUtcVy  Mif^s  M'Pber:«oa, 
who  pltiust?d  Dr.  Johnson  much  by  smffliig  Erse 
•cmgs,  uniJ  playing  on  the  guitar,  lie  afler- 
wanJs  sent  ner  a  present  of  his  "  Russelas.*" 
I»  his  bed-chaml>er  was  a  press  stored  with 
books,  Gri'L'-k,  Latin»  French,  and  English,  most 
of  which  had  belonged  to  the  iklhtir  of  our 
host,  tJit!  lenrned  Dr.  M'Pherson  ;  who,  though 
his  "  Dissertations  "  have  l»een  mentioned  in  a 
f<»rmer  pn^ti  an  unsutistnetory,  viAi  a  man  of 
distin^uLHhiMl  tiJeiita.  Dr,  Johnson  Icwked  at 
a  Ltititi  pnritphriii^e  of  tlve  Song  of  Moses, 
writt^'n  by  him,  and  published  in  the  '*  St'oti§ 
Mat;a/.ine"  for  1747,  and  said,  *' It  does  him 
honour ;  he  has  a  great  deal  of  Latin,  and 
jfootl  Latin."  Dr.  M^Pherson  published  aUo 
in  the  same  Majjjazino,  Jiint%  1739,  an  original 
Latin  ode,  which  he  wrote  fi-ora  the  Isle  of 
Uarra,  where  he  was  minister  for  some  years. 
It  is  v^ry  |>oetical,  and  exhibits  a  striking 
proof  how  much  all  things  depend  upon  com- 
parison :  for  Barra,  it  seems,  appeared  to  him  so 
much  worse  than  Sky,  his  mUnlf  mlum^  that  he 
languished  for  its  "  bles-sed  mountains,"  and 
thought  himself  buried  alive  auioug!»t  bar- 
barians where  he  was.  My  renders  will  pro- 
bably not  be  difipleasi^d  to  bave  a  specimen  of 
this  ode :  — 

<*  Hci  mibi  t  quantoii  piitior  dolorrs 
Dum  procul  ^peeto  ju^a  ter  heatHf 
Dum  teriE  l)«rnt?  iirterlki  itreiias 
Sohts  otterru. 

**  Ingemo,  tridignor,  crucinr,  qnoil  inter 

B«rb»rc»  Tludcn  lateam  colciite^; 

TariK'o  Inn^^ut'nx,  morior  »epuUus 

(.^arcvre  copco." 

Aft<?r  wi*ihiiip  for  winirs  Xjq  fly  over  to  his 
dear  <'ouii(ry,  which  wrtj*  in  his  vit'w,  from  what 
he  calls  Thiile,  as  Immdji  the  most  west-ern  isle 
of  Scotland,  except  St.  Kilda  ;  after  describing 
the  pleasures  of  si>cietyi  and  the  miseries  of 
solitude;  heat  last,  with  beCiunin;;  propriety, 
hiis  recourse  to  the  only  sure  relief  of  thmkin»r 
men,  — Sursum  conla\ — ^tlie  hope  of  u  better 
worhl,  and  disposes  his  mind  to  resignation  : 

"  Interim,  Ant  tua,  ren,  voluntas  : 
Elisor  fiiintiim  quotic^  «iut>it  «pes 
Ccrta  migrandi  SuWinuni  «u|icrniun 
NuminU  aulani." 

rie  concludes  la  a  noble  strain  of  orthodox 
piety : 

'*  Vita  turn  demam  vueiiaatlx  vUa  e*t. 
Turn  licet  gralt«  *ocios  habere. 
Seraphim  et  iiincto^  tiuadkm  vercndam 
ConctilcbmiUes/' 


r  the  tiv*>itrn\thr  In  Ibc  CoinmiiMlon  Bar- 

if  lifrtru,"— CaoMm, 

r  I  am  lndotit<>cl  ro  the  prcicat  Sficlr«id. 


[JOHNSON  TO  MACLEOD.' 

-  Oitlif.  SHUs  Rppt.  1771. 

"  Deae  Slit,  —  Wc  tre  now  on  the  miirgin  of  tlie 
sea,  waiting  for  a  boai  nnd  a  wind.  UiMwdl  i^ruws 
impatient ;  but  ihc  kind  tri-atitK'ut  vrUieU  I  titul 
wliercver  I  go,  mAke«»  inc  le4vi%  wjtli  5*nne  heaviness 
of  heart,  an  i&lnnd  which  I  am  not  very  likely  to 
e>ec  again.  Having  now  gone  as  far  aa  horses  can 
carry  us,  we  tliankfully  rt'tuni  tliem.  My  itecd 
will,  I  hope,  he  T«:t-ivpd  with  kindncsa ;  —  be  haa 
borne  me,  heavy  as  I  am,  over  grouod  both  rough 
and  sti?ep,  with  grent  fHlelity  ;  Jinil  for  the  uw  of 
him,  as  for  your  other  tavours  I  hope  you  will  be- 
lieve me  thankful,  and  willing,  at  whatwi/r  dtiktance 
we  may  be  placed,  to  show  my  kwk  of  your  kind- 
ness, by  any  offices  of  friendship  that  may  ^U  witbia 
my  power. 

"  l^ady  Macleod  and  the  young  ladies  liavc*  by 
their  hospitality  anil  politeness,  mode  an  impression 
on  my  mind,  which  will  not  easily  be  cffkecd.  Be 
pleased  to  tell  them,  that  I  remember  ibem  with 
great  tenderness  and  great  respect.  -^  1  am,  Sir, 
your  moat  obliged  and  moat  humble  Berrant, 

♦*  Sam.  Johwwin.'* 

**  P.S.  — We  pa^cd  two  dity*  at  TalisJccr  very 
hnppily,  both  by  the  plen'iaiitnL'ss  of  the  place  aiid 
elegance  of  our  reception."] 
—Maclrod  MSS. 

Wtdtumday^  SepL  29.  —  After  a  very  eood 
sleep,  I  rose  more  refreshed  than  I  had  w^u 
fi)r  some  nights.  We  were  now  at  but  a  little 
distance  from  the  shore,  and  saw  the  sea  from 
our  windows,  wliich  made  our  voyage  «eeoi 
nearer.  Mr.  M'Phcrsou's  manners  and  addriesJt 
pleased  us  much.  He  appeared  to  be  a  tuati  of  j 
sucli  uiteiligence  and  taste  as  to  be  sensible  of  j 
the  extraordinary  powers  of  his  illustrioiu 
euest.  Ue  said  to  me,  **  Dr.  Johnson  is  an 
honour  to  mankind,  and,  if  the  expression  may 
be  used,  is  an  honour  to  religion." 

Coi,  who  hiul  gone  yesterday  to  Uii\  u  \  isit  ill 
CftTOUscross,  joined  us  this  mor;  ■  ak- 

fast.      Some   other  gentlemen  .to 

enjoy  the  entertainment  of  Dr.  JoUhfuns  coo- 
ver>^ation.  The  day  was  windy  and  rainv,  ^ 
that  we  had  just  seized  a  happy  interval  fur 
our  journey  last  night  We  nad  g*^^*!  enter- 
tainment here,  better  accommodation  than  it 
Corrichatachin,  and  time  enough  to  ounscJvciu 
The  hours  sli|iped  along  imperceptibly.  Wc 
talked  of  Slienstone.  Dr,  Johnson  sjiid,  be 
waa  a  good  layer-out  of  land,  but  would  m»t 
^ow  him  to  appr<Ltach  excelleuio  as  a  p(M!t. 
He  said,  he  bebeve<l  he  had  tried  to  read  ti\\ 
his  "  Love  Pastoralsi,"  but  did  sot  get  tiirotJ|^ 
them.    I  repeated  the  stanza, 

•*  She  gaxcd  as  I  »lowly  withdrew; 
My  path  I  could  hardly  diwcra; 
So  sweetly  »he  t)dile  mc  aJieu. 

I  Uiought  thul  hhur  tmiltt  nie  return."^ 

1  Hi>  quote*  thti  and  antnft  oUii^'r  itantas  frorn  the  u 
imetu  to  h|j  Llfeof  Slienit^ate.^f*.  CtiM«iiii»M4H, 
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He  said,  "  That  seems  to  be  pretty."  I  observed 
that  Shenstonc,  from  his  short  maxims  in  prose, 
appeared  to  have  some  power  of  thinking ;  but 
Dr.  Johnson  would  not  allow  him  that  merit. 
He  agreed,  however,  with  Shenstone,  that  it 
was  wrong  in  the  brother  of  one  of  his  corre- 
spondents to  bum  his  letters ;  "  for,"  said  he, 
••  Shenstone  was  a  man  whose  correspondence 
was  an  honour."  He  was  this  afternoon  full  of 
critical  severity,  and  dealt  about  his  censures  on 
all  sides.  He  said,  Hammond's  ^^Lovc  Elegies'* 
were  poor  things.'  He  spoke  contemptuously 
of  our  lively  and  elegant,  though  too  licentious 
Ijrric  bard,  Hanbury  Williams,  and  said,  *'  he 
had  no  fame,  but  from  boys  who  drank  with 
him."« 

While  he  was  in  this  mood,  I  was  unfortunate 
enough,  simply  perhaps,  but  I  could  not  help 
thinking  undeservedljr,  to  come  within  "  the 
whiff  and  wind  of  his  fell  sword."  I  asked 
him,  if  he  had  ever  been  accustomed  to  wear 
a  nightcap.  He  said,  "No."  I  asked,  if  it 
was  best  not  to  wear  one.  Joewsow.  "  Sir,  I 
had  this  custom  by  chance,  and  perhaps  no 
man  shall  ever  know  whether  it  is  best  to  sleep 
with  or  without  a  night-cap."  Soon  after- 
wards he  was  laughing  at  some  deficiency  in 
the  Highlands,  and  said,  "  One  might  as  well 
ffo  without  shoes  and  stockings."  Thinking  to 
nave  a  little  hit  at  his  own  deficiency,  I  ven- 
tured to  add,  "  or  without  a  ni^ht-cap,  Sir." 
But  I  had  better  have  been  sdcnt,  for  he 
retorted  directly,  "  I  do  not  see  the  connection 
there  (laughing).  Nobody  before  was  ever 
fbolinh  enough  to  ask  whether  it  was  best  to 
wear  a  night-cap  or  not.  This  comes  of  being 
a  little  wrong-headed."  He  carried  the  com-  I 
pany  along  with  him :  and  yet  the  truth  is,  I 
that  if  he  had  always  worn  a  night-cap,  as  is 
the  common  practice,  and  found  the  High-  ! 
landers  did  not  wear  one,  he  would  have  ! 
wondered  at  their  barbarity ;  so  that  my  hit  I 
was  fair  enough.  I 

Tkwrtday^  Sept.  30.  —  There  was  as  great  a  | 
■torm  of  wind  and  rain  as  I  have  almost  ever  i 
seen,  which  necessarily  confined  us  to  the  ' 
bouse ;  but  we  were  fully  compensated  by  Dr.  ' 
Jdinson*s  conversation.  He  said,  he  did  not 
nodge  Burke's  being  the  first  man  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  for  he  was  the  first  man  j 


I  •■  The  truth  Is,  tbece  Elegies  hare  neither  paiiion. 
Wore,  nor  manners.  Where  there  Is  firtion,  there  is  no 
Mno :  be  that  deserittes  himself  u  »  shepherd,  and  his 
Vcara  or  D*>lia  a*  a  shepherdess,  and  talks  of  goats  and 
hatM.  (Ml  oo  passion.  He  tb^t  courts  his  mistress  with 
tmaf ery  deserves  to  lose  her ;  for  she  mav  with  Rood 
Life  of  nam' 


RMW  ta>pect   his   sincerity.' 


Johnson, 
:bokeb. 
»  S«4»  tnUi,  p.  IM.  —  C. 

*  H«  did  not  mention  the  name  of  any  particular  person  : 
kM  iboM  who  are  conversant  with  the  political  world  will 
pnbaMy  recollect  more  persons  than  one  to  whom  this  oh- 
•trvalioa  may  be  applied.  —  Boswul.  I  hare  little  doubt 
tWt  this  Terr  unjiut  portrait  was  meant  for  Lord  North.— 
Closu.  I««u 

*  "BroiMCta's  wise  in  actions  great  and  rare  — 

But  aoomt  on  trifles  to  t>rstow  hfr  c.irc : 


every  where ;  but  he  grudged  that  a  fellow 
who  makes  no  figure  in  company,  and  has  a 
mind  as  narrow  as  the  neck  or  a  vinegar  cruet, 
should  make  a  figure  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
merely  by  having  the  knowledge  of  a  few  forms, 
and  being  furnished  with  a  little  occasional  in- 
formation.^ He  told  us,  the  first  time  he  saw 
Dr.  Young  was  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Richardson, 
the  author  of  "  Clarissa."  He  was  sent  for, 
that  the  doctor  might  read  to  him  his  "  Con- 
jectures on  Original  Composition,"  which  he 
did,  and  Dr.  Jonnson  made  his  remarks ;  and 
he  was  surprised  to  find  Young  receive  as  no- 
velties, what  he  thought  very  common  maxims. 
He  said,  he  believed  Young  was  not  a  great 
scholar,  nor  had  studied  regularly  the  art  of 
writing ;  that  there  were  very  fine  things  in 
his  "  Night  Thoughts,"  though  you  could  not 
find  twenty  lines  together  without  some  ex- 
travagance. He  repeated  two  passages  firom 
his  "  Love  of  Fame,  —  the  characters  of  Bru- 
netta  and  Stella^,  which  he  praised  highly.  He 
said  Young  press^  him  much  to  come  to  Wel- 
wvn.  He  always  intended  it,  but  never  went. 
He  was  sorry  when  Young  died.  The  cause 
of  quarrel  between  Youn^  and  his  son,  he  told 
us,  was,  that  his  son  insisted  Youn^  should 
turn  away  a  clergyman^s  widow,  who  lived  with 
him,  and  who,  having  acquired  great  influence 
over  the  father,  was  saucy  to  the  son.  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  she  could  not  conceal  her  re- 
sentment at  him,  for  saying  to  Young,  that  "an 
old  man  should  not  resign  himself  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  any  body."  I  asked  him  if  there 
was  any  improper  connection  between  them. 
"  No,  Sir,  no  more  than  between  two  statues. 
He  was  past  fourscore,  and  she  a  very  coarse 
woman.  She  read  to  him,  and,  I  suppose,  made 
his  coffee,  and  frothed  his  chocolate,  and  did 
such  things  as  an  old  man  wishes  to  have  done 
for  him."  5 

Dr.  Doddridge*  being  mentioned,  he  ob- 
served, "  he  waa  author  of  one  of  the  finest 
epigrams  in  the  English  language.  It  is  in 
Orton*s  Life  of  him.  The  subject  is  his  family 
motto,  ^  Dum  vivimus  ricawM*,*  which,  in  its 
primary  signification,  is,  to  be  sure,  not  very 
suitable  to  a  Christian  divine;  but  he  para- 
phrased it  thus :  — 


Think  notight  a  trifle,  though  it  small  appear  : 
Small  sands  the  mountain,  moments  make  the  year. 
And  trifles,  life.'* 

"  See  Stella  ;  her  eyes  shhie  as  bright 

As  if  her  tongue  was  never  in  the  right ; 
And  yet  what  real  learning,  judgment,  fire  1 
She  seems  inspired,  and  can  herself  inspire." 

YouNO's  Love  qf  Fmme. 

^  Mrs.  Hallows  was  a  woman  of  piety.  Improved  by  reading. 
She  was  always  treated  by  Dr.  Young  and  by  his  guests,  even 
those  of  the  highest  rank,  with  the  politeness  and  respect  due 
to  a  gentlewoman.     She  died  m  17H0.  —  Anorkhon. 

'  Dr.  Philip  Doddridge,  an  eminent  dissenting  divine,  bom 
in  1702.  died  at  Lisl>on  , whither  he  had  gone  for  the  recovery 
of  hit  health)  in  17M  Some  of  his  letters  have  been  re-. 
cently  published,  with  no  great  advantage  to  hii  fame. — 
C'auKRa. 
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•  Live  whUe  you  lite,  the  Epicure  would  say, 
And  sci*e  the  pleasures  of  tlie  present  day. 
Live  while  you  live,  the  sacred  Preacher  cries. 
And  give  to  God  each  moment  as  it  flies. 
Lord,  in  my  views  let  both  united  be ; 
I  live  in  pleasure,  when  I  live  to  thee.*  ** 

I  asked  if  it  was  not  strange  that  goyem- 
meiit  should  permit  so  many  mfidel  writing 
to  pass  without  censure.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  it 
is  mighty  foolbh.  It  is  for  want  of  knowing 
their  own  power.  The  present  family  on  the 
throne  come  to  the  crown  against  the  will  of 
nine  tenths  of  the  people.  Whether  those  nine 
tenths  were  right  or  wrong,  it  is  not  our  busi- 
ness now  to  inquire.  But  such  being  the  situ- 
ation of  the  royal  family,  they  were  glad  to 
encourage  all  who  would  be  their  friends. 
Now  you  know  every  bad  man  is  a  Whig ; 
every  man  who  has  loose  notions.  The  church 
was  all  against  this  family.  They  were,  as  I 
say,  glad  to  encourage  any  friends ;  and,  there- 
fore, since  their  accession,  there  is  no  instance 
of  any  man  being  kept  back  on  account  of  his 
bad  principles ;  and  hence  this  inundation  of 
impiety."  I  observed  that  Mr.  Hume,  some 
of  whose  writings  were  very  unfavourable  to 
religion,  was,  however,  a  Tory.  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  Ilumc  is  a  Tory  by  chance,  as  being  a 
Scotchman ;  but  not  upon  a  principle  of  duty, 
for  he  has  no  principle.  If  he  is  any  thing,  he 
is  a  Hobbist.** 

There  was  something  not  quite  serene  in  his 
humour  to-night,  after  supper ;  for  he  spoke 
of  hastening  away  to  London,  without  stopping 
much  at  Edinburgh.  I  reminded  him  that  he 
had  General  Oughton,  and  many  others,  to 
see.  Johnson.  "  Nay,  I  shall  neither  go  in 
jest,  nor  stay  in  jest.  I  shall  do  what  is  fit.*' 
BoswELL.  "  Ay,  Sir,  but  all  I  desire  is,  that 
you  will  let  me  tell  you  when  it  is  fit."  John- 
son. "Sir,  I  shall  not  consult  you.'*  Bos- 
well.  "  If  you  are  to  run  away  from  us,  as 
soon  as  you  cet  loose,  we  will  keep  you  con- 
fined in  an  island.**  He  was,  however,  on  the 
whole,  very  good  company.  Mr.  Donald  Mac- 
leod  expressed  very  well  the  gradual  impres- 
sion made  by  Dr.  Johnson  on  those  who  are 
so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  his  acquaintance. 
"  When  you  sec  him  first,  you  are  struck  with 
awful  reverence;  then  you  admire  him;  and 
then  you  love  him  cordially.** 

I  read  this  evening  some  part  of  Voltaire*s 
"History  of  the  War  in  1741,"  and  of  Lord 
Karnes  ai^ainst "  Hereditary  Indefeasible  Right.*' 
This  is  a  very  slight  circumstance,  with  which 
I  should  not  trouble  my  reader,  but  for  the 
sake  of  observing,  that  every  man  should  keep 
minutes  of  whatever  he  reads.    Every  circum- 


>  Mr.  Barclay.  See  antr,  p.  171.  Johnson'*  dc»Ire  to  ex- 
es* hit  contempt  of  Kcnrirk  is  shown  by  his  persereranc 
rrpretentins  trii«  young  Rttntleman  as  a  boy ;   as  if  to  sai 


rtress  liis  contempt  of  Kcnrirk  is  shown  by  his  persercrance 
n  rrpretentins  ihU  young  gentleman  as  a  boy ;  as  if  to  *av. 
it  wat  too  much  honour  for  Kenrick  that  evea  a  boy  should 


answer  lilm.  —  Tkoker 

9  Dr.  Reattle's  "  Vmhj  on  the  Nature  and  Immutability  of 
Truth  ••  appeared  in  May  1770.  —  Ckokik. 


stance  of  his  studies  should  be  recorded ;  what 
books  he  has  consulted ;  how  much  of  them 
he  has  read;  at  what  times;  how  often  the 
same  authors ;  and  what  opinions  he  formed  of 
them,  at  different  periods  of  his  life.  Such  an 
account  would  much  illustrate  the  history  of 
his  mind. 

Friday^  Oct.  1.  —  I  showed  to  Dr.  Johnaon 
verses  hi  a  Magazine,  on  his  Dictionary,  com- 
posed of  uncommon  words  taken  from  it ; 

«  Little  of  Anihropopathy  has  he,*'  &c 

He  read  a  few  of  them,  and  said,  "  I  am  not 
answerable  for  all  the  words  in  my  Dictionary." 
I  told  him,  that  Garrick  kept  a  book  of  all 
who  had  either  pnused  or  abused  him.  On 
the  subject  of  his  own  reputation,  he  said, 
"Now  that  I  see  it  has  been  so  current  a 
topic,  I  wish  I  had  done  so  too ;  but  it  could 
not  well  be  done  now,  as  so  many  things  are 
scattered  in  newspapers.**  He  said  he  was 
angry  at  a  boy  of  Oxford  ■,  who  wrote  in  his 
defence  against  Kenrick ;  because  it  was  doing 
him  hurt  to  answer  Kenrick.  He  was  told 
afterwards,  the  boy  was  to  come  to  lum  to  ask 
a  favour.  He  first  thought  to  treat  him  rudely 
on  account  of  his  meddling  in  that  business; 
but  then  he  considered  he  had  meant  to  do 
him  all  the  service  in  his  power,  and  he  took 
another  resolution  :  he  told  him  he  would  do 
what  he  could  for  him,  and  did  so ;  and  the 
boy  was  satisfied.  He  said,  he  did  not  know 
how  hb  pamphlet  was  done,  as  he  had  read 
very  little  of  it.  The  boy  made  a  good  figure 
at  Oxford,  but  died.  He  remarked,  that  at- 
tacks on  authors  did  them  much  service.  "  A 
man,  who  tells  me  my  play  is  very  bad,  is  less 
my  enemy  than  he  who  lets  it  die  in  mlcnce. 
A  man,  whose  business  it  is  to  be  talked  o^  is 
much  helped  by  being  attacked.**  Garrick,  I 
observed,  had  oilen  been  so  helped.  Johmsoh. 
"  Yes,  Sir ;  though  Garrick  had  more  oppor- 
tunities than  almost  any  man,  to  keep  the 
public  in  mind  of  him,  bv  exhibiting  himsdf 
to  such  numbers,  he  would  not  have  had  so 
much  reputation,  had  he  not  been  so  much 
attacked.  Every  attack  produces  a  defence; 
and  so  attention  is  engaged.  There  is  no  sport 
in  mere  praise,  when  people  are  all  of  a  mind.* 
BoswELL.  "  Then  Hume  is  not  the  worse  fcr 
Beattie's  attack?'*  Johnson.  "He  is,  be- 
cause Beattie  has  confuted  him.*  I  do  not 
sav  but  that  there  may  be  some  attacks  which 
will  hurt  an  author.  Though  Hume  suffered 
from  Beattie,  he  was  the  better  for  other 
attacks.**  (He  certainly  could  not  include  in 
that  number  those  of  Dr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Tytler.)'     Boswell.     "  Goldsmith   is   the 


3  Mr.  Botwell  adds  this  parenthesis,  probably 
gentleinon  alluded  to  were  friends  of  his  ;  but  if  Dr 
"  did  not  mean  to  include  tkem,"  vkom  did  he  n 
tktjf  were  cerUlnly  (after  Beattie)  Hume'i  most 
antagonists.  — Crokbb. 
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better  for  attacks"  Joasaow.  "¥^  Sir; 
but  he  does  not  think  80  yet.  When  Gkild- 
tmxth  and  I  pabliibed,  each  oC  us  ^mcthing^ 
mt  the  aoiDe  time,  we  wero  given  to  understand 
Ibat  w«  might  revkw  each  othor.  GoldatDith 
wu  fbr  ftcc^ptin^  the  o^fer.  I  said,  no;  set 
Teriowerd  at  defiance*  It  wan  ^ald  to  old 
Bentlej,  upon  the  attacks  agninat  hlm^  '  Why, 
tfaej'll  write  jou  down,*  *  No,  Sir,*  he  replied  ; 
*  depend  upon  it,  no  man  nras  ever  written 
down  but  by  himself/  "  He  obaerrcd  to  me 
afterwards,  that  the  ftdTantaafcs  authors  de- 
rired  from  attacks  were  chienj  in  subjeets  of 
tttte^  where  jou  eannot  confute,  as  so  much 
maj  be  said  on  either  side.  IltJ  told  me  he 
did  not  know  who  was  the  author  of  the  "  Ad- 
Tcntur^  of  a  Guinea;"  ^  but  that  the  bookseUer 
haA  sent  the  firet  volume  to  him  In  inanu- 
scHptf  to  bavc  his  opinion  if  it  should  be 
print^ ;  and  he  Ihougnt  it  should. 

The  weather  being  now  somewhat  better, 
Mr.  Jauiefl  McDonald,  factor  to  Sir  Alexander 
McDonald,  in  Skte,  insist^^d  that  lUl  the  coiii- 
pui J  at  O-itig  should  go  to  the  house  at  A^midaie, 
which  Sir  Alejtander  had  left,  having  gone 
with  his  tadj  to  Edinburgh,  and  be  his  guests, 
till  we  bad  an  opjjortunitj  of  sailing  t-o  MulL 
We  accordinglj  got  there  to  dinner  ;  and 
paaaed  our  daj  very  cheerfully,  being  ua  less 
tlian  fourteen  m  number, 

SiOitrdaif^  Oct,  2,  —  Dr.  Johnson  said,  that 
•*»  chief  and  hia  larly  should  nisike  their  house 
like  ft  court.     They  abould  have  a  certain 
number  of  the  gentlemen's  daughters  to  re- 
ceire  their  education  in  the  famitj,  to  learn 
pifitry  and  such  thingi  from  the  housekeeper, 
and  matiuers  from  my  lady-    That  waa  the 
waj  in  the  great  families  in  Wales ;  at  Lady 
^ujbury's,  Mrs.  Th rale's  gtiLtidmother,   and 
ftt  Ladv  Fhilips*B-    I  <ligtingu)sb  the  fatniliL'a 
br  th^  ladies,  as  I  speak  of  what  was  properly 
tfieir  province.    There  were  always  six  young 
ladies  at  Sir  John  I'hilips's ;  when  one  wus 
tomried,  her  place  was  filled  up.     There  was  a 
Urge  Bchool-room,  where  they  learnt  needle- 
work and  other  things r     I  oWeTved,  that,  at 
•ojBe  courts  in  Germany,  there  were  acudcmics 
hr  the  pages,  who  are  the  sons  of  gent!eracn, 
tod  receive  their  liducation  without  cxpentsc 
lo   their    paretics.      Dr.  Jobntsou    said,   that 
maniieTa  were   best  leiu-nt    at    those  courts. 
*'You  are  admitted  with  great  facility  lo  the 
prineeV  company,  and  yet  must  treat  lum  with 
fcJlt^h  respect.     At  a  greut  court,  you  are  ftt 
*»ch  a  distance  that  you  get  no  goi«l/'     I  ^inid, 
"Very  true:  a  man  sees  the  court  of  Ver- 


»'  It  If  •trant*  lb«t  jnbntmi  iHcmkl  not  1itv»  hnovn  ttiM 
r*  AJ¥«ntum  cpf  »  Guln««  "  ww  written  by  a  namruke 
Ui  own,  rti*rl*t  J^^^hlli01l.  Betnjr  dUqu.ilifled  (nt  (hu  har, 
We^  ima  bit  ^mfeiiionp  bj  A  |iiip<TT«ci'lhfr  4f^ttie**,  lit  nr-nt 
wM^  Hul  DiAdf  iom«  rorlmiv.  ami  dif<d  then  abnut  L^P. 
^Wjutt^  I'COTT.  tin  d]r4,  tavt  the  Sit'gtffpktcai  Dit- 
^l^amfi  \^^  PmskI,  about  InOu.  Hk  muit  not  tK  eohfuuitdi'd 
IM  M  iwlW  rbdf)e«  JtitiiiAiiTi,  nAia  biYd  to  (hf  bar,  but 


sailles,  as  if  he  saw  it  on  a  theatre.'*  He  gaid, 
"The  best  book  that  ever  was  written  upon 
got>d  breeding,  *  D  Cortegiano,*  bjr  Castiglione, 
grew  up  at  the  little  court  of  Urbino^  and  you 
fihould  read  it.** '  I  am  glad  always  to  have 
his  opinion  of  books  At  Mr.  Macpherson's, 
he  commended  "  IVTjitby's  Coiumentary,"  ^  and 
&aid,  be  had  heard  him  colled  mther  lax  \  but 
he  did  not  jjerceive  it.  He  had  looked  at  a 
novel,  caEed  "The  Man  of  the  World,''  at 
Rosa  J,  but  thought  there  was  nothing  in  it.  * 
He  said  to-day,  while  reading  my  Journal, 
"  This  will  be  a  great  treasure  to  us  some  years 
ence, 

Talkiog  of  a  very  penurious  gentleman  of 
our  acquaintance  ^  he  observed^  that  he  ex- 
ceeded L'Avare  in  the  play.  I  concurred  with 
him^  and  remarked  that  nc  would  do  well,  if 
introduced  in  one  of  Foote'a  farces ;  that  the 
beat  way  to  get  it  done  would  be  to  bring 
Foote  to  be  entertained  at  liis  house  for  a 
week,  and  then  it  would  be  facit  indi^nfttm. 
JouNSOif.  "  Sir,  I  wish  he  had  him.  i,  who 
have  eaten  his  bread,  will  not  give  him  to 
him ;  but  I  should  be  glad  he  came  honestly 
by  him." 

He  said  he  was  angry  at  Thrale^  for  sitting 
at  General  Oglethorpe's  without  speaking. 
He  censured  a  man  for  degrading  himself  to  a 
non- entity,  I  observed,  that  Goldsmith  was 
on  the  other  extreme;  for  be  spoke  at  ven- 
tures, ' JoHNso?f .  "  Tes,  Sir ;  Goldsmith,  rather 
than  not  speak,  will  talk  of  what  he  knows 
himself  to  be  ignorant^  which  can  onlj 
end  in  exposing  aim.'*  **  I  wonder,"  said  I, 
"  if  he  feels  that  he  exptwes  bLmseif.     If  he 

wa3  with   two   tailors"  *'0r  with  two 

founders,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  interrupting  me^ 
"he  would  fjdl  a  talking  on  the  method  of 
making  cannon,  though  both  of  them  would 
soon  sec  that  he  did  not  know  what  mt^tid  a 
cannon  is  made  of."  We  were  very  social  and 
merry  in  his  room  this  forenoon.  In  the  even- 
ing the  company  danced  as  usual.  ^Ve  per- 
formed, with  much  activity,  a  dance  whiA,  I 
suppose,  the  emigration  from  Sky  has  ocea- 
fiiuacd.  They  cull  it  ABierica,  Each  of  the 
couples,  after  the  t*ommon  inffoiuiitmt  and  eto- 
lutiotiA,  [iuec:eiwively  whirls  round  in  a  circle, 
till  all  nre  in  motion ;  and  the  danee  Bcems 
I  intended  in  show  how  emigration  caichen,  till 
a  whole  neighbourhood  is  set  oiloat.  Mrs. 
iVr*Kinnon  toM  me,  that  last  year,  whwu  a  ship 
sailed  from  Portiec  for  America,  the  people  on 
shore  were  almost  distracted  when  they  saw 
tliL'ir  relations  go  off;  they  lay  down  on  the 


If)  }^W,  liter  ha*[QK  bMD  emplojfi]  bjr  Ludorleo  Stdrtu, 
bfith  Ai  a.  AQldtpT  and  a  it^ttiinAn.  —  Wsir.ttT. 
>  l>r,  Danirl  Whith^.bom  iCiN^dlf^  KSG.    lUi  er1rbnt#d 

I  Parajihitiuii  luid   t'otnifiientflfy  an  Iha  N^w  T««tJUD(!Ut  mm 

I   Brit  jiiitolUhLtl   In  1703-— WnjcjiiT. 

I  *  Hj  TIPTiry  Mni-krriiJp.  Tln^iih  nai.  fwrhaT*!^  to  {irnHjUir 
lu  the"  ^liin  or  \  i^Ung  *"  bj  ity*  umr  nmlal9<1?  nuthor  fmil^i 
p*  1:1.!,].  tlic  "  M«i  of  thp  Wnrlfl  "  li  jI  irrj  pwthrtic  uU** 
—  ^Valtw  M(  "TT,    The  ^f/m  0f  ikr  H'orM  wft»  pn bibbed! 

,  In  177^,  withtiut  the  nmiK!  ot  lii«  JLiiiJior-^  CHaiJU. 

\       ^  Sir  AkxandtT  Ma«doiul4.  —  CtnlLlH. 

I  A  A   4 


360 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1773. 


grountl^  ttimbledj  and  tore  the  grass  witli  tbeur 
iccth.  This  year  there  was  not  a  tear  sbed, 
Thu  people  on  the  fihore  seemed  to  think  that 
Ihcy  wotild  soon  Ibllow.  This  bidiU'orence  is  a 
mortal  sign  for  the  country. 

Wt?  diincod  to-night  to  the  music  of  the 
bngpipe,  which  made  us  beat  the  ground  with 
prodifjious  force.  I  thought  it  l>etler  to  en- 
deavour to  conciliate  the  kindness  of  the  [»eople 
of  Sky,  by  juinin;:  hcurtily  in  their  ainustMnents, 
than  to  play  the  aixstract  scholar.  I  looked  on 
this  t<»ur  tAj  the  Ilebridett  as  a  copartnership 
Iwlween  Dr.  Jnhnaon  and  rac.  Each  was  to 
do  all  he  could  to  promote  itj  success ;  and  I 
have  Bome  reason  to  flatter  myself^  that  my 

faycr  ejccrtions  were  of  service  to  ua.  I>r» 
ohnsoa*si  immense  fund  of  knowUnlffe  and 
wit  was  a  wonderful  source  of  adzniration  and 
delight  to  them  ;  liut  tiaey  had  it  only  at  times; 
and  they  required  to  have  the  intervals  agree- 
nbly  filled  up,  and  even  little  elucidations  of 
his  learned  text,  I  wjks  also  fortunate  enough 
frequently  to  draw  hiui  forth  to  talk,  when  he 
would  otlierwise  have  been  silent.  The  foun- 
tain was  at  times  locked  up,  till  I  opened  the 
spring.  It  was  curious  to  hear  the  llebridian.s 
when  any  dispute  hajipened  while  he  was  out 
of  ihe  room^  saying,  "  Stay  till  Dr.  Johnson 
comes  i  say  that  tti  him  I " 

Ye8t4:»rday»  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  I  cannot  but 
laujirh*  to  think  of  myself  roving  among  the 
IJi'bridei  at  sixty.  1  wonder  where  I  shall 
rove  at  fourKcore !  **  This  evening  he  disputed 
the  IrniJi  of  what  is  said  as  to  the  people  of  | 
St.  Kilda  catching  coM  whenever  strangers 
eoine.    "  llow  can  there,"  said  he,  "  be  a  phy- 


sical  efTect  without  a  physical  cause? 


-a 


ii>dde<l,  laughing,  '*  the  aiTival  of  a  «hip  full  of 
atrangers  would  kill  them  ;  for,  if  one  stranger 
gives  lliem  one  cold,  two  strangers  must  give 
them  two  colds;  and  so  in  proportion."  I 
wondered  to  hexir  him  ridicule  this,  us  he  had 
praisciJ  ArAulay  for  putting  it  in  his  book  ; 
8aying,  that  it  was  maidy  in  him  to  tell  a  fact, 
however  strange^  if  he  himself  believed  it.  He 
&aid»  the  I'vidtiucc  was  not  adequate  to  the  im- 
probability of  the  thing ;  that  if  a  physician, 
rather  <1  imposed  to  be  incredulous,  should  go  to 
St.  Kilihi,  and  report  the  fact,  then  he  would 
begin  to  look  about  him.  They  said,  it  was 
annually  proved  by  MacleiKl'fl  steward,  on 
whose  arrival  ail  the  inhabitants  cau«;ht  cold* 
He  Joeuliirly  remarked,  "  The  steward  always 
comes  to  demand  tiomething  trom  them ;  and 
so  {hey  fjdl  a  roughing.'     1  suppose  the  people 

in  Sky  all  ttdie  a  cold  when  ^ (naming  a 

certain  fHMson)  comes."  They  said,  Ite  came 
only  in  summer.  Jonxsosv.  **  That  is  out  of 
lenderacss  to  yon.  Bad  weather  and  he,  at 
the  saojo  tunc,  would  he  too  much.** 


*  Sn>  amu-.  p,  im  ,  an.  at  Ivut.  iogminui  ftoIutiQa  of  Cbt» 


CHAPTER  XLL 
1773. 

Johnton  tmvei  the  ttfe  of  Sky,  —  A  f^arm.—  Dri^n 
inbi  Col.  —  Jti$  Apptamnct  on  a  Shdiic  —  Sta 
Sickuf$s,  —  <♦  BurnH'n  Own  Txm**,  *  —  fler, 
fhetnr    MIahih.  —  liayte,  LeUmitz,  and   Clarity 

—  Strveif  of  Col,  —  Griimipitl  —  Cu(umt^tr%.  — 
Inmhir  Lift,  —  Sonff,  ♦♦  Untvin  ftmm'  tri,  **  — 
Bttacactta,  — -  Juhn*o*L$  Pitwrr  itf  BiUicfili-,  — 
JIuppinctM   in  a    CatUiffi:,  —  Aiteiet  to  l^ndhmh* 

—  Pntrnded  lirothtr  of  Ju/nwim,  —  Curtvt  lif^ 
«/  Ormnwl  ~  Family  tf  Oft.  —  Lttttrt  fry  Alw»- 
troiiL. 

Snmhiy^  Oct  3.  — Joseph  reported  that  the 
wind  was  still  against  us.  Dr.  Johnsou  said, 
"A  wind*  or  not  a  wind?  that  is  the  qu^^ 
tion;"  for  he  can  amuse  himself  at  times  with 
a  little  j)lay  of  words,  or  ratlier  sentt'nce*.  I 
remember  wlien  he  turned  his  cup  al  AIxt- 
brotliick,  where  we  drank  tea,  he  muttered, 
Claudile  jam  nrti*,  puerL  1  must  agaio  and 
again  apolo^^iae  to  fastidious  readers^  for  re- 
cording such  minute  particulars.  They  pj-ovc 
tlie  scrupulous  fidelity  of  my  Journal.  Dr, 
Johnson  said  it  was  a  verj'  exact  picture  of  a 
portion  of  hia  life. 

While  we  were  chatting  in  the  indolent  style 
of  men  who  were  to  stay  here  all  tfi^  .h.,'  ..^ 
least,  we  were  suddenly  roused  at 
that  the  wind  was  fair,  that  a  lii; 
herring-busses  was  passing  by  for  ' 

that  Mr.  Simpson's  vestsel  was  ab<i 
Hugh  M'Donald,  the  skipper,  c^me  to  us  and 
was  impatient  that  we  should  get  ready,  which, 
we  soon  did.     Dr.  Johnson,   with  composur«t 
and  solemnity,   repeate<i   the  observation    nf 
Epictetus,  that,  '*us  m.in  haA  the  vov.m-         " 
death  before  him, —  whatever  may  be  hi- 
[iloyment,  he  should  be  ready  at  the  ma-'tHx  r» 
calf;  and  an  old  man  tshould  never  be  far  frun» 
the  shore,  lest  he  (*honld  not  bo  able  tn  ;:<^ 
himself  ready,"     He  rode,  and  I  and  the  othe«- 
gentlemen  walked,  about  an  English  mile  to 
the  shore,  where  the  vessel  lay.     Dr.  Juhusac* 
said  he  should  never  forget  Sky*  and  retum«?<S 
thanks  for  all  civilities.     We  were  ciirricd  to 
the  ves.*el  in  a  small  boat  which  slic  had,  ontM. 
we  set  sail  very  brisklv  about  one  o'clock.     %. 
was  much  pleased  witli  the  motion  for  mimy 
hours.     Dr.  Johnson   grew  sick,  and   retired 
under  cover,  as  it  rained  a  good  deal.     1  kept 
iibove,  that  I  might  have  ficsh  air,  and  fin.^<  i^* 
myself  not  aJTected  by  the  motion  of  the  »- 
I  exulted  in  being  a  stout  seiin  •"    »«•- 1 
Johnson  was  quite  in  a  slate 
But  I  was  soon  humbled;  for  «i  ^..  _- 

that  1  could  go  with  ease  to  Aincrict  or  ih* 


*  sir  A.  UjKiluoiJd.  -  CRMMi. 
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East  Indies,  I  became  vcir  sick,  but  kept 
above  board  though  it  rained  hard. 

As  we  had  been  detained  so  long  in  Sky  by 
bod  weather,  we  gave  up  the  scheme  that  Col 
had  planned  for  us  of  visiting  several  islands, 
tnd  contented  ourselves  with  the  prospect  of 
seeing  Mull,  and  Icolmkill  and  Inchkenneth, 
which  lie  near  to  it. 

Mr.  Simpson  was  sanguine  in  his  hopes  for 
awhile,  the  wind  being  fair  for  us.  He  said  he 
vrould  land  us  at  Icolinkill  that  night.  But 
'vrhen  the  wind  failed,  it  was  resolved  we  should 
make  for  the  Sound  of  Mull,  and  land  in  the 
barbour  of  Tobermorie.  We  kept  near  the 
five  herring  vessels  for  some  time ;  but  ofler- 
"vrardd  four  of  them  got  before  us,  and  one 
little  wherry  fell  behind  us.  When  we  got  in 
iull  view  of  the  point  of  Ardnamurchan,  the 
^ind  changed,  and  was  directly  against  our 
([etting  into  the  Sound.  We  were  then 
obliged  to  tack,  and  get  forward  in  that  tedious 
manner.  As  we  oilvanced,  the  storm  grew 
j^reatcr,  and  the  sea  very  rough.  Col  then 
began  to  talk  of  making  for  Egg,  or  Canna,  or 
hu  own  island.  Our  skipper  said,  he  would 
get  us  into  the  Sound.  Having  struggled  for 
this  a  good  while  in  vain,  he  said,  he  would 
pii^  forward  till  we  were  near  the  land  of 
Mull,  where  we  might  cast  anchor,  and  lie  till 
the  morning;  for  although,  before  this,  there 
had  been  a  gcKxl  moon,  and  I  had  pretty  dis- 
tinctly seen  not  only  the  land  of  Mull,  but  up 
the  Sound,  and  the  country  of  Morven  as  at 
one  end  of  it,  the  night  was  now  grown  very 
dark.  Oar  crew  consisted  of  one  M^Donahl, 
our  skipper,  and  two  sailors,  one  of  whom  had 
but  one  eye ;  Mr.  Simpson,  himself,  Co/,  and 
Hugh  McDonald  his  servant,  all  liL'l])ed.  Simp- 
Mm  aaid,  he  would  willingly  go  fur  Col,  if 
young  Col  or  his  servant  would  undertake  to 
pilot  us  to  a  harbour ;  but,  as  the  island  is  low 
land,  it  was  dangerous  to  run  upon  it  in  the 
dark.  Col  and  his  servant  appeared  a  little 
dubious.  The  scheme  of  running  for  Canna 
seemed  then  to  be  enibracecl ;  but  Canna  was 
ten  leagues  off,  all  out  of  our  way ;  an<l  they 
were  afraid  to  attempt  the  harbour  of  Kgg. 
All  these  different  plans  were  successively  in 
agitation.  The  old  skipper  still  tried  to  make 
for  the  land  of  Mull;  but  then  it  was  consi- 
•lerwl  that  there  was  no  place  there  whore  we 
could  anchor  in  safety.  Much  time  was  lost  in 
striving  agiiinst  the  storm.  At  last  it  became 
H>  rough,  and  threatened  to  be  so  much  worse, 
that  Cttl  and  his  servant  took  more  courage, 
tad  said  they  would  undertake  to  hit  one  uf 


'  "  The  Rencnil  diaanprobatlon  with  whloh  tli«  doctrine* 
OQlupptljr  advanced  br  Hawketworth  in  this  prefari'  wore  rtt- 
CHrad,  drprlvcd  him, '  tajt  the  BioKraphical  Dictionary."  of 
PMreof  mind  and  ot  itfe  itit'ifi  "  *nd  Mm.Pincii  k.iri,  (AntV' 
^>(n.  p.  143.)  "  Hawkesworth.  the  pinuf .  the  vlrtnonsi.  and 
ibe  wto«»,  faU  a  lamented  ucriflce  to  ncwupaper  abnito  ;  "  and 
Mr.  Maloiie,  in  a  MS.  note  on  that  (laasagc,  in  his  copy  of 
noiil'a  Anecdotes  (which  Mr.  Markland  has  lM>cn  lo  Kor><l 
MtA communicate  to  mo),  ttatei.  that,  "  after  llawkcH worth 
^  mblUhnd  Cooke'i  (Irit  voyage,  he  wa^  attai-kivl  upviTcly 
i*  lAe  newf papers,  by  a  writer  who  signed  himsolf /f  Chru- 


the  harbours  in  Col.  "  Then  let  us  run  for  it 
in  God*s  name,**  said  the  skipper;  and  in- 
stantly we  turned  towards  it.  The  little  wherry 
which  hod  fallen  behind  us  had  hard  work.  The 
master  begged  that,  if  we  made  for  Col,  we 
should  put  out  a  light  to  him.  Accordingly, 
one  of  the  sailors  waved  a  glowing  peat  for 
some  time.  The  various  difficulties  that  were 
started  ^ave  me  a  good  deal  of  apprehension, 
from  which  I  was  relieved,  when  1  found  we 
were  to  run  for  a  harbour  before  the  wind. 
But  my  relief  was  but  of  short  duration ;  for  I 
soon  heard  that  our  soils  were  very  bad,  and 
were  in  danger  of  being  torn  in  pieces,  in  which 
case  we  should  be  driven  upon  the  rocky  shore 
of  Col.  It  was  very  dark,  and  there  was  a 
heavy  and  incessant  rain.  The  sparks  of  the 
burning  peat  flew  so  much  about,  that  I  dreaded 
the  vessel  might  take  fire.  Then,  as  Col  was  a 
si)ortsman,  and  had  powder  on  board,  I  figured 
that  we  might  be  blown  up.  Simpson  and  he 
appeared  a  little  frightened,  which  mode  me 
more  so ;  and  the  perpetual  talking,  or  rather 
shouting,  which  was  carried  on  in  Eri^e,  alarmed 
me  still  more.  A  man  is  always  suspicious  of 
what  is  saying  in  an  unknown  tongue ;  and,  if 
fear  be  his  passion  at  the  time,  he  grows  more 
afraid.  Our  vessel  often  lay  so  much  on  one 
side,  that  I  trembled  lest  she  should  be  overset ; 
and  indeed  they  told  me  afterwards,  that  they 
had  run  her  sometimes  to  within  an  inch  of  the 
water,  so  anxious  were  they  to  make  what  haste 
they  could  before  the  night  should  be  worse.  I 
now  saw  what  I  never  saw  before,  a  prodigious 
sea,  with  immense  billows  coming  upon  a  vessel, 
so  as  that  it  seemed  hardly  possible  to  escape. 
There  was  something  granaly  horrible  in  the 
sight.  I  am  gla<l  I  have  seen  it  once.  Amidst 
all  these  terrifying  circumstances,  I  endeavoured 
to  compose  my  mind.  It  was  not  easy  to  do 
it ;  for  all  the  stories  that  I  had  heard  of  the 
dangerous  soiling  among  the  Hebrides,  which 
is  proverbial,  came  full  upon  my  recollection. 
When  I  thought  of  those  who  were  dearest  to 
me,  and  would  suffer  severely,  should  I  be  lost, 
I  ujibraitled  myself,  as  not  having  u  sufficient 
cause  for  putting  myself  in  such  danger.  Piety 
aflbrde<l  me  comfort;  yet  I  was  disturbed  by 
the  objections  that  have  been  made  against  a 
particular  providence,  and  by  the  arguments 
of  those  who  maintain  that  it  is  in  vain  to  hope 
that  the  petitions  of  an  individual,  (»r  even  of 
congregations,  can  have  any  influence  with  the 
Deity;  ohjecti<ms  which  have  been  often  mtule, 
and  which  Dr.  llawkesworth  *  has  lately  re- 
vived, in  his  Preface  to  the  Voyages  to  the 


tian.  for  some  t»'not«  in  tliat  work,  whirh  so  preyed  on  his 
spirits  that  he  put  an  end  to  his  life  hy  a  large  dose  of  opium." 
There  is  some  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  th♦•^e  arcouiits 
—  Iioth  of  the  publif  iiutifrnation,  and  of  Dr.  liawkenworth's 
consequent  dl«treNS  of  mind  — «iti>  rxnirgiTated  :  for  he  wa», 
iM'twoiMi  the  piililiratioii  of  hi*  pretarc  in  Spring,  1773.  and 
liu  de.ilh  in  the  Nor^'mtx-r  of  the  tame  }ear,  elected  a 
Dirrctor  of  the  Katt  IniUa  Comjtanff,  —  a  distlnrtion  which. 
If  tlie  accounts  t>«<lore-m<'ntioni<d  were  true,  it  is  not  likely 
that  hi'  rhoiiKI  have  eitht-r  solicited  or  ulitalni'd.  In  the 
periodicals  of  the  day  he  i«  .itated  lo  have  "died  of  a  linger- 


South  Seng;  but  Dr.  Ogdeu's  cxcoUent  r!o<> 
trine  on  tlie  efficacy  of  luteKesaion  ureviiiled. 

It  was  hjilf  ati  boor  after  eleven  bflurc  we 
set  ourselves  in  llie  course  for  Col.  Aa  1  saw 
thtim  ftll  busy  doinf»  i5f>niothin«r,  I  asked  Col^ 
with  much  carnestin^ss,  what  1  could  do.  He, 
with  a  happy  rcudiness,  nixt  into  uiy  h;ind  ti 
rope,  which  was  fixed  to  tue  top  of  one  of  the 
maatss  nnd  told  me  to  hold  it  till  he  bade  me 
pulL  If  I  hud  considered  the  luatter,  I  might 
have  seen  that  this  could  not  be  f»f  tlie  least 
service ;  but  his  object  was  to  keep  me  out  of 
th«  way  of  those  who  were  btisy  working  the 
vessel,  and  at  the  same  time  to  divert  my  fear, 
by  cmntoytni!^  me^  and  makinv  me  think  that  I 
wna  ol  use.  Thus  did  I  stand  firm  to  my  post, 
while  the  wind  and  rain  beat  upon  me,  always 
exp<!cting  a  call  to  puU  my  rope. 

The  man  with  one  eye  ateexed;  old  M'DonaM, 
and  Co'  and  hia  servant,  lay  upon  the  forecastle^ 
looking  sharp  out  for  the  harbour.  It  \\\\s 
necessary  to  caxry  much  c/o/A,  as  they  tcnricd 
it,  that  is  to  say,  much  sail,  in  onier  to  keep  the 
vessel  olf  the  shore  of  Col.  This  made  violent 
plungiii«»;  in  a  roujjh  sea.  At  last  they  spied 
the  hartwur  of  L<H'hicrn,  and  <7a/ cried,  "Thank 
God,  we  are  safe  t "  We  ran  up  till  wc  were 
opposite  to  it,  and  soon  afterwards  we  got  into 
it,  and  cast  anchor. 

Dr.  Johnson  hsul  all  this  time  been  quiet  and 
unconcerned.  He  had  lain  down  on  one  of  the 
beds,  and  having  got  free  from  sickness,  was 
satisfied.  The  truth  is,  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
danger  wc  were  in  * ;  but^  fearless  and  uncon- 
cerned, might  have  said,  in  the  words  which  he 
has  chosen  ior  the  motto  to  hia  *^  Rambler/' 

"  Quo  m«  cunque  rapit  tcmpextas  deferor  ho$pc«.'*' 

Once,  during  the  tloubtful  consultations,  he 
asked  whither  we  were  gotng ;  >ind  upon  being 
iold  thiit  it  was  not  curtAin  whether  to  Mull  or 
Col,  he  cried,  **Col  for  my  money!"  1  now 
went  down,  with  Col  and  Mr,  Simpson,  to  visit 
him.  He  was  lying  in  philojiopluc  tranquillity 
Willi  a  greyhound  of  CW*s  at  his  back,  keeping 
him  warm.  Col  is  quite  the  Juveiiis  (pii  gcmdet 
canihuii.  He  htnl,  when  we  lei't  Tali*ker,  two 
greyhounda,  two  terriers,  a  pointer,  ami  a  large 


\n\t  fprer/'    On*  !■  .t  .v  lifo  Ijkc  HhwXu- 

WMfUri,  aptiiil  in  I  sti  of  mnttA\\.y  and 

»vll(f*Mn,  wda  not    ■  if  1ti  vDryclo«c.>— 
CiioKrit. 

<  lie  At  lo  i«t  made  ll^ht  of  it.  ■  Mrs  Thmle. 

••  Aft^r  l>j|vlT?K  beien  dculood  I",  j  dnj*  at  Skle, 

"         '-'■"     ■'     "^hrtntlfht,  with    .1    1   ,ir     isu.u;     htlt    A  Vio|«<tlt 

II  hAd  a  grr.it    iiilnd  lo  cnll  a  tcmpeiil, 
»n  obKure  t«Uq<i  ;   nri  whtcti  —  '  iiulU 

rr.  r,:,r.lr    .Mirft,'  "— /^//«  »._  ChoILBM. 

ikJU.  wai  rerj'  cmultlerAbtu. 
T  higkilf  ptfTiloui,  ccittilitwr- 


Newfoundland  wa lex-dog.  He  lost  one  of  his 
terriers  by  the  ro.iil,  but  had  stil)  five  dog^s 
with  him.  I  was  vctv  ill,  luid  \'kiry  desirou<i  to 
get  to  shore.  When  I  was  told  that  wo  could 
not  land  that  night,  as  the  htorni  Imd  ri.>vv  in- 
creased, I  looked  so  miserably,  i  r- 
wards  informed  me,  that  what  SI i  ij)i» 
made  the  Frenchman  aay  of  the  iuuglish  sol- 
diers, when  scwjtily  dieted,  "  Piteous  they  will 
look,  like  drowned  mice!"  might,  1  believe^ 
have  been  well  applied  to  me.  There  wua  in 
the  harbour,  l>efore  us,  »  Campbell -i4iwn  vn»- 
selt  the  Bettt/y  Kenneth  Morison  maatj^r,  tokinj^ 
in  kelp,  and  bound  tor  Ireland.  We  sent  our 
boat  to  beg  beds  for  two  gentlemen,  and  that 
the  mast^dr  would  send  1>I«  iw.,t,  which  was 
larger  than  ours.  Hr  iv  did  so,  nnd 
Col  imd  I  were  accomm  .  \ik  \eftscl  till 
the  morning. 

Monday^  Oct*  4. — About  eight  o'cJook  we 
went  in  the  boat  to  Mr,  Simpson's  vessel,  and 
took  in  Dr.  Johnson.  He  was  cjuitc  well, 
though  he  had  tasted  nothing  but  a  ilinh  of  tea 
since  Saturday  night.  On  our  exprcs.^ing  (uime 
surprise  ttt  this,  he  said,  that  "  when  \w  knlged 
in  the  Temple,  and  had  no  regular  system  of 
lite,  he  hml  fasted  for  two  days  at  a  tirnt-,  dur- 
ing which  he  had  gone  about  visiting,  thou'di 
not  at  the  hours  of  dinner  or  sup]""-  •  •''  •'  he 
had  drunk  tea,  but  eaten  no  brv  'lia 

was  no  intentional  fasting',  but  ha, ^  ^i^t 

in  the  course  of  a  literary  life." 

There  was  a  little  miserable  public>hous«} 
close  upon  the  shore:,  to  which  w^o  ahouhi  have 
pone,  had  we  landed  la^t  nij^ht :  but  tlii^  morn- 
ing CiA  resolveii  to  take  us  directly  to  the  house 
of  Captain  Lauchlan  M'Lean,  a  descendant  of 
his  fajiiily,  who  had  acquired  h  fortune  in  the 
East  Indies,  and  t4iken  a  furrn  in  Col,  We  had 
about  an  English  mile  lo  go  to  it.  Col  and 
Joseph,  and  some  others,  ran  to  some  HtlJe 
horses,  called  here  ghelheftj  that  w- r.^  n.nnSng 
wild  on  a  heath,  and  caicLed  one  <  \"e 

had  a  saddle  with  u$^  which  wiia  *  .  ,  ^  ^.  »n 

it,  and  a  straw  halter  was  put  on  its  Lend.  Ilr. 
Johnson  was  then  mounted,  and  Jom.*ph  v<!ry 
slowly  nnd  grovely  led  the  horse.  1  said  lo 
Dr.  tfohnson,  "  I  wish,  Sir,  the  dub  saw  jou  in 
this  attitude."* 


*  ThU  curious 
my  reiui«'r*  of  tl- 
WkJpoto'i  admin 

Ixml)  Lyttrltun,  iii'Mi^ii  lur-  hkhi*^-,  ui  i 
tnuit  be  allowc'tl  to  be  terj  aiOtripot :  — 

"  But  who  If  ihU  wlrlrfo  itic  ponv. 
So  long.  »o  l«wi.  to  In^'i 
Dat  be  4e  frcAl  oHitor 

Tbwe  Ufiei  are  i'«ri  of  n  - 
earlcatun*  print,  '■ 
The  Afutitm,  rci  i 

l.r.ri.-s    iu  .iric!  J'. 


BodmiUi. 


«ii(t  V^trtfrvl,  L>u»tr  of  Arptl. 


U.>r   1 

AircCllUg  q>J 


fjcft  drtvei,  I  ihA|Mf  loy  way."— /¥o«o#. 

■ '   ■  s.4ino  kind  i\f  ttninifnttimat fiultng 

in  htm,  nt  «n  e»rilrr  iiprl«d.   the 

\anti:,  \i,  'JH.)  —  WAIfista  McoiT. 


Wiiw',  .1.1,1  I 

Sii  loii^,  to  I 

U  hi'  be  tJr 


xny. 


The  i*riiU  cFtnUliui  «n  intvnr*tiiig  tirw  of  Wbiu-tutt.    *^  t 
have  received,"  My*  Hof  acv  \Val|iOk',  "  «  print  by  (hi*  yoiA 
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It  W88  a  very  heavy  rain,  wad  I  was  wet  to 
the  skin.  Captain  McLean  had  but  a  poor 
temporary  house,  or  rather  hut;  however,  it 
was  a  very  good  haven  to  us.  There  was  a 
bkzing  peat  fire,  and  Mrs.  McLean,  daughter 
of  the  minister  of  the  parish,  got  us  tea.  I  felt 
still  the  motion  of  the  sea.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
it  was  not  in  the  imagination,  but  a  continu- 
ation of  motion  on  the  fluids,  like  that  of  the 
sea  itself  after  the  storm  is  over. 

There  were  some  books  on  the  board  which 
served  as  a  chimney-piece.  Dr.  Johnson  took 
up  **  Bumet*s  History  of  his  own  Times."  He 
said,  "  The  first  part  of  it  is  one  of  the  most 
entertaining  books  in  the  English  language ;  it 
is  quite  drumatic :  while  he  went  about  every 
where,  saw  every  where,  and  heard  evei^ 
where.  By  the  first  part,  I  mean  so  far  as  it 
appears  that  Burnet  himself  was  actually  en- 
gaged in  what  he  has  told ;  and  this  may  be 
eanly  distinguished."  Captain  McLean  cen- 
sored Burnet,  for  his  high  praise  of  Lauderdale 
in  a  dedication,  when  he  snows  him  in  his  his- 
tory to  have  been  so  bad  a  man.  Johkson.  **  I 
do  not  think,  myself,  that  a  man  should  say  in 
a  dedication  what  he  could  not  say  in  a  history. 
However,  allowance  should  be  made ;  for  there 
is  a  great  difierencc.  The  known  style  of  a 
dedication  is  flattery:  it  professes  to  flatter. 
There  is  the  same  difference  between  what  a 
man  says  in  a  dedication,  and  what  he  says  in 
a  lustory,  as  between  a  lawyer  s  pleading  a 
cause,  and  reporting  it." 

The  day  passed  away  pleasantly  enough. 
The  wind  became  fair  for  Mull  in  the  evening, 
and  Mr.  Simpson  resolved  to  sail  next  morning ; 
but  having  been  thrown  into  the  island  of  Col, 
we  were  unwilling  to  leave  it  unexamined, 
especially  as  we  considered  that  the  Campbell - 
town  vessel  would  sail  for  Mull  in  a  day  or  two ; 
«nd  therefore  we  determined  to  stay. 

Tueiday^  Oct.  5.  —  I  rose,  and  wrote  my 
Journal  till  about  nine,  and  then  went  to 
T^T.  Johnson,  who  sat  up  in  bed  and  talked 
*nd  laughed.  I  said,  it  was  curious  to  look 
tkack  ten  years,  to  the  time  when  we  first 
^bought  of  visiting  the  Hebrides.  How  dis- 
t^mt  and  improbable  the  scheme  then  appeared ! 
\''et  here  we  were  actually  among  them.  "  Sir," 
^aid  he,  "people  may  come  to  do  any  thing 
s^lmost,  by  talking  of  it.  I  really  believe  I 
^ould  talk  myself  mto  building  a  house  upon 
^land  Isa,  though  I  should  probably  never 
^ome  back  agiun  to  see  it.  I  could  easily  per- 
suade Reynolds  to  do  it ;  and  there  would  be 
^o  great  sin  in  persuading  him  to  do  it.  Sir, 
^e  would  reason  thus :  *  What  will  it  cost  me  to 
V)e  there  once  in  two  or  three  summers  ?  Why, 
l^erhafM,  five  hundred  pounds ;  and  what  is  that, 
^n  comparison  of  having  a  fine  retreat,  to  whirh 
^  man  can  go,  or  to  which  he  can  send  a  friend? ' 
lie  would  never  find  out  that  he  may  have  this 


within  twenty  miles  of  London.  Then  I  would 
tell  him,  that  he  may  marry  one  of  the  Miss 
Macleods,  a  lady  of  great  family.  Sir,  it  is 
surprising,  how  people  will  go  to  a  disjtance,  for 
what  they  may  have  at  home.  I  knew  a  lady  * 
who  came  up  from  Lincolnshire  to  Knights- 
bridge  with  one  of  her  daughters,  and  gave  five 
guineas  a  week  for  a  lodging  and  a  warm  bath ; 
that  is,  mere  warm  water.  That^  you  know, 
could  not  be  had  in  Lincolnshire!  She  said,  it 
was  made  either  too  hot  or  too  cold  there." 

Afler  breakfast.  Dr.  Johnson  and  I,  and 
Joseph,  mounted  horses,  and  Cal  and  the  cap- 
tain walked  with  us  about  a  short  mile  across 
the  island.  We  pud  a  visit  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hector  M'Lean.  His  parish  consists  of  the 
islands  of  Col  and  Tyr-yi.  He  was  about 
seventy- seven  years  of  age,  a  decent  eccle- 
siastic, dressed  in  a  full  suit  of  black  clothes, 
and  a  black  wig.  He  appeared  like  a  Dutch 
pastor,  or  one  of  the  ^^ Assembly  of  Divines'''  at 
Westminster.  Dr.  Johnson  observed  to  me 
afterwards,  "  that  he  was  a  fine  old  man,  and 
was  as  well  dressed,  and  had  as  much  dignity 
in  his  appearance,  as  the  dean  of  a  cathe(kal.  * 
We  were  told  that  he  had  a  valuable  library, 
though  but  poor  accommodation  for  it,  being 
obliged  to  keep  his  books  in  large  chests.  It 
was  curious  to  see  him  and  Dr.  Johnson 
together.  Neither  of  them  heard  very  db- 
tinctly;  so  each  of  them  talked  in  his  own 
way,  and  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  M*Lean  said, 
he  had  a  confutation  of  Bayle,  by  Leibnitz. 
Johnson.  "A  confutation  of  Bayle,  Sir!  What 
part  of  Bayle  do  you  mean?  The  greatest 
part  of  his  writings  b  not  confutable :  it  b  hb- 
torical  and  critical."  Mr.  M'Lean  said,  "  the 
irreligious  part;"  and  proceeded  to  talk  of 
Leibnitz's  controversy  with  Clarke,  calling 
Leibnitz  a  great  man.  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir, 
Leibnitz  persisted  in  affirming  that  Newton 
called  space  scnsorium  ntunims,  notwithstanding 
he  was  corrected,  and  desired  to  observe  that 
Newton's  words  were  quasi  sensoriutn  numinis. 
No,  Sir ;  Leibnitz  was  as  paltry  a  fellow  as  I 
know.  Out  of  respect  to  Queen  Caroline,  who 
patronised  him,  Clarke  treated  him  too  well." 

During  the  time  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  thus 
going  on,  the  old  minister  was  standing  with 
his  back  to  the  fire,  cresting  up  erect,  pulling 
down  the  front  of  his  periwig,  and  talking  what 
a  great  man  Leibnitz  was.  To  give  an  idea  of 
the  scene  would  require  a  page  with  two 
colunms;  but  it  ouglit  rather  to  be  repre- 
sented by  two  good  players.  The  old  gentle- 
man said,  Clarke  was  very  wicked,  for  going  so 
much  into  the  Arian  system.  "I  will  not  say 
he  was  wicked,"  said  Dr.  Johnson ;  "  he  might 
be  mistaken."  M'Lean.  "  He  was  wicked,  to 
shut  his  eyes  against  the  Scriptures;  and 
worthy  men  in  England  have  since  confuted 
him  to  all  intents  and  purposes."     Johnson. 


Uut  dlrertt  me  extrproelj,— 7%<-  Motion.    Tell  mo,  dr.ir,  I  ncca<(ions."    Walpok  to  Convoy,  March  25.  1741.— P.  CuN- 

imw  who  madK  the  design,  and  who  took  the  likenessos  ;  !  ningham. 

thej  are  admirable :  the  line*  are  at  good  at  one  sees  on  such  j      >  Mrs.  Langton,  the  mother  ot  his  friend.  ->  Ckokbe. 


"  I  know  not  who  has  confuted  him  to  oU  in- 
tents and  piirffufcsy  Here*  Rguin  there*  vras  a 
double  tnlKitijr,  each  cotitiiming  to  inainttiiti  his 
own  urgumuut,  without  hearing  exactly  what. 
the  other  auld. 

I  rcjifrett<2d  that  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  pmftise 
the  art  of  acconimwlating  hiiJisolf  to  dilTtiirt'nt 
aorta  of  people.  Had  he  l>cen  softer  with  this 
venerable  old  loiin,  we  might  have  hud  more 
conversation;  but  his  forcible  spirit,  and  im- 
petuosity of  manner,  niAv  be  said  to  spare 
neither  sex  nor  a^eJ  I  have  »een  even  Mrs. 
Thrale  stunned  ;  but  I  have  often  maLntained, 
that  it  is  better  he  should  retain  hia  own  man- 
ner. Pli ability  of  nddre^sa  T  conceive  to  be  in- 
consistent with  that  majestic  power  of  mind 
which  he  p>ssesse?,  and  which  produces  such 
noble  effects,  A  lofty  oak  will  not  bend  like  a 
supple  willow. 

He  ttild  me  afterwards,  he  liked  firmneaa  in 
an  old  man,  and  was  pleased  to  see  Mr.  M*Lean 
so  orthodox.  "  At  his  a^e,  it  is  too  late  for  a 
nvin  to  be  asking  himself  questions  as  to  his 
belief." 

We  rode  to  the  northern  part  of  the  island, 
wher**  we  saw  the  ruins  of  a  church  or  chapel. 
We  then  proceeded  to  a  place  called  Grissipol, 
or  the  rough  pool. 

At  GrtHsipol  we  found  a  good  farm-house, 
belongintj  to  the  Laird  of  Col,  and  poflsessned 
by  Mr.  M*Sweyn.  On  the  bench  here  there  is 
a  singiilnr  variety  of  curious  stones.  I  picked 
up  one  very  like  a  small  curumbcr.  By  the 
by.  Dr.  John.son  told  me  that  Gay's  line  in  the 
**  Beggar's  Operfl,"  '*Ab  men  should  ^erve  a 
cucumber,"  &c.-,  has  no  waggish  meaning,  with 
reference  to  men  flinging  away  cucumbers  as 
t^50  rooiiftg^  which  some  have  thought ;  for  it 
has  been  a  common  saying  of  physicians  in 
England,  that  a  cucumber  ahouhi  be  well 
sliced,  and  dressed  with  |>cpper  and  Tineenr, 
and  then  tbrown  out^  as  good  for  nothing, 
Mr.  jSI'Sweyn's  predecessors  had  been  in  Sky 


I  ir  Dr<  JohtiMn  hwi  nnc  \i«m  In  the  habit  orrciidiiiv  the 
Journal,  wc-  •hnuUI,  irittr'ad  of  th?i  rrmonctnincv,  *w*eti*o«l 
with  to  mtji  f  II,  have  here  hul  tht- 

lit'taf!*  aft:  !l   fpftrvU,  .und  which 

muil  havr   M  lifld  BotweU  that  tiii 

TluJi^neo  "  •|<.»rii.i  (irUhiT  ajjo  nor  »iMi."  — Croezr, 

1  **  \  wrm^mr  ftirf  nua  alive  ihouJd  ever  rear  a  itaugliter  ; 
F'-'  -'•-'"  -••-*«  dreic'd  with  care  and  «i*t,all  temptlogti 

\  I  lerre  •  cocucnbrr,    ifae  fito^  hortcK 

!     -.  '   iilOUT. 

>  M'Sirjrtie  hiii  an  awkward  iminrl.  btit  tlir  nanar  ii  held  to 

he  of  hiifl.  Aiiliqiiity.  Noth  in  lht«  H«hrhlr»  ainl  i»h-  n<n[\>  of 
tri'l  I  1  r.      In   the  county  '  i> 

Ihr  ~  iiiifulAT  bol^  in  a  ' 

call  J  -  f^irnrteh  which,  1ti  , 

Ul>    r'.'  •,  !• 

FcriHa  (K>rnptT,  Vork«hlre)  c*odi,iin  ct  Suth  h<ttiMcniitt, 
firc.uUI  nunc  hNlx>t  llbvrtui  d*3  hiKj."  —  DoonHitav  InhU 
—  CafiKiiH- 

In  the  ri<ibn<le<,  wrUteo    lo  thr  praiae  •tti'i  > 

Mul«l:iri  uli.  Mr  Allan  «if  Miild«rt,  a  rhlof  of  i  .  I 

f*i»»n  .wing  1«  n  tranitaOon  of  It  h>  a  r.ilr  IiUiirf 

»i(  >'  ^largurrt  Maclean  Clsifhanr,  Marchl«iu««a 

uf  N '  — 


from  a  -vcrj  remote  period,  tiofm  tbi*  estate 
belonging  to  Macleod ;  probably  before  Mac - 
leod  baxl  it.  The  name  is  certainly  >Jor- 
wegian ',  from  Suetm^  K'ug  f^f  Norway.  The 
present  Mr.  M'Swcyn  left  Skv  upon  the  laie 
Macleotl's  raiiiing  his  reuta.  He  then  got  tliia 
farm  fi*om  Cnl. 

He  apju^ared  to  be  near  fourscore;  but 
looked  as  fresh,  aitd  was  a£  tttrong,  as  a  man  of 
fifty.  His  6on  Hugh  looked  older;  antl,  aa 
Dr.  Johnson  obsen  e«J,  had  more  the  niiuiucra 
of  an  old  man  than  he.  1  had  often  heard  of 
such  instances,  but  never  naw  one  before. 
Mrs.  M'Sweyn  was  a  decent  old  gentlewomatt. 
She  wiis  dressed  in  tartan,  and  could  5-peak 
nothing  but  Erse.  She  said,  she  taught  Sir 
James  M*Don^d  Erse,  and  would  teach  inc 
soon.  I  could  now  ?ing  a  verse  of  the  song 
HtUyinffnini  eri*^  made  in  honour  of  Allan,  the 
famous  captiiin  of  Clanranald,  who  fell  at  Sher- 
rif-uiuir :  whose  servant,  who  hiy  on  the  field 
watching  his  master's  dead  body,  being  asked 
next  day  who  that  was,  answeredi  **  He  wm  s 
man  yesterday," 

We  were  entertained  here  with  a  primitive 
heartiness.  Whisky  was  porved  round  tn  a 
shell,  according  to  the  ancient  Highlaud  cudt^fn. 
Dr.  Johnson  would  not  partake  of  it ;  but, 
being  desircuis  to  do  honour  to  the  modts  '^of 
other  times,"  drank  some  water  out  of  the 
shell. 

In  the  forenoon  Dr.  John^ion  said,  **  It  would 
require  great  resignation  to  live  in  one  of  thcae 
islands"  Boswux.  "  J  don't  know.  Sir;  1  have 
felt  myself  at  times  in  a  state  of  almost  racfis 
physical  existence,  satisfied  to  eat,  drink,  ami 
sleep,  and  walk  about,  and  enjoy  my  own 
thoughts:  and  lean  figure  a  continuation 
this."  Johnson,  '*  Ay,  Sir ;  but  if  you  wi 
shut  up  here,  your  own  thoughts  would  lot 
ment  you  :  you  would  think  of  Edinburgh,  t 
of  London,  and  fhat  you  could  not  l>e  there," 

We  set  out  after  dinner  for  Breaoachn,  %\ 


Come,  berr't  A  pledge  to  rniini;  and  oti). 

We  quaff  th#  hlood-rrd  wine  ; 
A  hralth  to  Atliiu  Muldart  iMild, 

T\\p  dciirc*t  lovf  u(  mioe^ 


CRORn 


*'  Whet)  wave*  blow  Burljr  off  Ihe  itraixd, 

And  none  th«<  liftrk  may  »lcf  r  ; 
The  irraij*  «f  AUnuV  ttron?  rl|tht  Imnd 
CottipcU  hcT  hnmfe  to  vorr.     Alfitig,  aliHlg,  Ac- 

..  ,.v^.i  ..(,.  r.  ♦..,.M  t.-,i,.i-..i,r  •{■aaie 

>  n't  Tame. 

'  ,     > '^    Alotij.  along,  Ac 

"  AihI  whrn  (hr^r  rianu**  of  beauty  ram 
Vii'tv  dwiKlDt  In  the  hall, 
(in  uime  wore  gemt  and  JmvH<  rare, 
Aud  camhrie  cnkf«  oi>  all.    "  Alitng,  ahinv.  Ae." 
Wautk*  >kott. 

The  tooR  toeini  to  tireak  off  ImiMrrectlj*.  tnit  t  c«p»  8to 
\V8U.fTi  MS,  -  CROnaii. 
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fmmQy  seat  of  the  Laird  of  Col,  accompanied 
bj  tlie  young  laird,  who  had  now  got  a  horse, 
and  bj  the  younger  Mr.  M*Sweyn,  whose  wife 
had  gone  thither  before  us,  to  prepare  every 
thixig  for  our  reception,  the  Laira  and  %a 
hmuy  being  absent  at  Aberdeen.  It  is  called 
Breacacha,  or  the  Spotted  Field,  because  in 
summer  it  is  enamelled  with  clover  and  daLsies, 
as  young  Col  told  me.  We  passed  by  a  place 
wlkere  there  is  a  very  lai^e  stone,  I  may  call  it 
t  rock ,-  **  a  vast  weight  for  Ajax."'  The  tra- 
dition is,  that  a  giant  threw  such  another  stone 
at  his  mistress,  up  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  at  a 
■mail  distance ;  and  that  she,  in  return,  threw 
this  mass  down  to  him.    It  was  all  in  sport. 

**  Male  me  petit  lasciva  puella."  ' 

As  we  advanced,  we  came  to  a  larse  extent 
of  plain  ground.  I  had  not  seen  such  a  place 
for  a  long  time.  Col  and  I  took  a  wallop  upon 
it  by  way  of  race.  It  was  very  refrcshmg  to 
me,  after  having  been  so  long  taking  short 
SteJM  in  hilly  countries.  It  was  like  stretching 
«  man*s  legs  after  being  cramped  in  a  short  bed. 
^e  also  passed  close  by  a  large  extent  of 
■and-hills,  near  two  miles  square.  Dr.  John- 
son said,  ^  he  never  had  the  image  before.  It 
iraa  horrible,  if  barrenness  and  danger  could 
be  80.**  I  heard  him,  after  we  were  in  the 
house  of  Breacacha,  repeating  to  himself,  as  he 
walked  about  the  room, 


'd  in  the  dusty  whirlwind,  dies.** 

Probably  he  had  been  thinking  of  the  whole  of 
the  simile  in  Cato,  of  which  that  la  the  con- 
cluding line ;  the  sandy  desert  had  struck  him 
so  strongly.  The  sand  has  of  late  been  blown 
over  a  good  deal  of  meadow ;  and  the  people 
of  the  island  say,  that  their  fathers  remembered 
much  of  the  space  which  is  now  covered  with 
sand  to  have  been  under  tillage.  CW*s  house 
i*  situated  on  a  b^iy  called  Breacacha  Bay. 
We  found  here  a  neat  new-built  gentleman's 
house,  better  than  any  we  had  been  in  since 
we  were  at  Lord  Errol's.  Dr.  Johnson  re- 
linhcd  it  much  at  first,  but  soon  remarked  to 
me,  that "  there  was  nothing  becoming  a  chief 
about  it :  it  was  a  mere  tradesman's  1k)x."  lie 
f^med  quite  at  home,  and  no  longer  found  any 
difficulty  in  using  the  Highland  address;  for 
as  snon  as  we  arrived,  he  said,  with  a  spirited 
familiarity,  "  Now,  Col,  if  you  could  get  us 
a  dish  of  tea."  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  ha<i  each 
an  excellent  bedchamber.  We  had  a  dispute 
'hich  of  us  had  the  best  curtains.  His  were 
father  the  best,  being  of  linen  ;  but  I  insisted 
tiiat  my  beil  had  the  i)est  posts,  which  was  un- 
deniable.    "  Well,"  said  he,  "  if  you  have  the 


"  Wh^n  Ajax  ■trir<>(  tom^  rock's  vast  weight  to  throw, 
The  line  too  labouri,  and  the  wordi  moTe  tlow." 

Pope. 
**  My  Pbyllli  me  with  pelted  apples  nllci." 

Virg.  3  Eel.  —  Drtdpn.  —  C. 

>  Colt  thoa^  a  gentknian  of  landed  estate,  could  hardlj 


heatposUy  we  will  have  you  tied  to  them  and 
whipped.**  I  mention  this  slight  circumstance, 
only  to  show  how  ready  he  is,  even  in  mere 
trifles,  to  get  the  better  of  his  antagonist,  by 
placing  him  in  a  ludicrous  view.  I  have  known 
nim  sometimes  use  the  same  art,  when  hard 
pressed  in  serious  disputation.  Goldsmith,  I 
remember,  to  retaliate  for  many  a  severe  defeat 
which  he  has  sufiered  from  him,  apT^ed  to  him 
a  lively  saying  in  one  of  Gibbers  comedies, 
which  puts  this  part  of  his  character  in  a 
strong  fight — "  There  is  no  arguing  with  John- 
son ;  for,  if  his  pistol  misses  fire,  he  knocks  you 
down  with  the  Dutt  end  of  it.**  * 

Wednesday t  Oct.  6. — After  a  sufficiency  of 
sleep,  we  assembled  at  breakfast.  We  were 
just  as  if  in  barracks.  Every  body  was  mas- 
ter. We  went  and  viewed  the  old  castle  of 
Col,  which  is  not  far  from  the  present  house, 
near  the  shore,  and  founded  on  a  rock.  It  has 
never  been  a  lar^e  feudal  residence,  and  has 
nothing  about  it  tnat  requires  a  particular  de- 
scription. Like  other  old  inconvenient  build- 
ings of  the  same  age,  it  exemplified  Gray's 
picturesque  lines, 

**  Huge  *  windows  that  exclude  the  light, 
And  passages  that  lead  to  nothing." 

It  may,  however,  be  worth  mentioning,  that 
on  the  second  story  we  saw  a  vault  which  was, 
and  still  is,  the  family  prison.  There  was  a 
woman  put  into  it  by  the  Laird,  for  theft, 
within  these  ten  years ;  and  any  offender  would 
be  confined  there  yet ;  for,  from  the  necessity 
of  the  thing,  as  the  island  is  remote  from  any 
power  estaUished  by  law,  the  Laird  must  ex- 
ercise his  jurisdiction  to  a  certain  depree. 

We  were  shown,  in  a  comer  of  this  vault,  a 
hole,  into  which  Col  said  greater  criminals  used 
to  be  put.  It  was  now  filled  up  with  rubbish  of 
ditfercnt  kinds.  He  said,  it  was  of  a  great 
depth.  "  Ay,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  smiling,  "  all 
such  places  that  are  JUled  up  were  of  a  great 
depth. '  He  is  very  quick  in  showing  that  he 
does  not  give  credit  to  careless  or  exaggerated 
accounts  of  things.  After  seeing  the  castle, 
we  looked  at  a  small  hut  near  it.  It  is  called 
Teigh  Franchichf  i.  e.  the  Frenchman's  house. 
Cot  could  not  tell  us  the  history  of  it.  A 
poor  man  with  a  wife  and  children  now  lived 
in  it.  We  went  into  it,  and  Dr.  Johnson  gave 
them  some  charity.  There  was  but  one  bed 
for  all  the  family,  and  the  hut  was  very  smoky. 
When  we  came  out,  he  said  to  me,  "  Et  hoc  ' 
secundum  senteniiam  philosonhorum  est  esse 
heahisr^  Bosweix.  ^*  The  philosophers,  when 
they  placed  happiness  in  a  cottage,  supposed 
cleanliness  and  no  smoke."  Johnson.  *'  Sir, 
they  did  not  think  about  either." 


be  called  a  chitf ;  and  it  was  assuredly  a  mark  of  good  sense 
to  suit  the  character  of  his  house  to  the  state  and  Umes  In 
which  he  lircd.  — CioKxa. 

4  See  an/r. J).  »«.  —  C. 

»  AirA.  —  CfaoKKK. 

•  "  And  this,  according  to  the  phtlotophers.  Is  happlncts.** 
—  C. 
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We  wiillced  a  little  in  the  Luird'a  garden,  in 
which  enduJivours  huve  lk*en  used  to  rear  ponie 
trou!* ;  but,  as  s<x>n  aa  tb*!v  got  uIm»vc  flie  sur- 
roundihg  wall,  they  dictl.  Dr.  Johnson  re- 
commended sowing  the  seeds  of  hardy  trees, 
iu5teud  of  planting. 

Col  »rid  I  I'ode  out  this  morning,  and  viewed 
«i  part  of  the  isInrnJ.  In  the  course  of  our  ride,, 
we  suw  ti  turnip-fiiddj  whifh  hu  hatl  LiX'd  with 
LItf  own  hands.  Hl>  first  introdiu^cd  this  kind 
of  hujibiindry  into  llie  Woistern  Islands.  We 
also  looke<l  at  »n  sippearancft  of  lejid,  which 
Beeine*!  vury  [iroinising.  It  has  been  long 
known  \  for  I  found  letters  to  the  late  lairtl, 
from  Sir  John  Arvskine  and  Sir  Alexander 
Murr»jF,  res  [Meeting  it. 

After  dinner  raitnc  Mr.  M'Lean,  of  Corneck^ 
brothfr  to  hlf-of-Muck^  who  is  a  cadet  of  the 
fttnitly  of  CnL  He  fiossesses  the  two  ends  of 
Col,  which  bolonji:  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll. 
Ci*mech.  h.id  lately  taken  a  lease  of  them  at  a 
very  udvanuH-d  rriit^  rather  than  let  the  Cainp- 
belhf  get  a  footing  in  the  issland,  one  of  whom 
hud  ofTured  nearly  ^^  niuch  as  he.  Dr.  John- 
son well  oljserved,  that  "  landlords  en*  much 
when  they  calculate  merely  what  their  land 
may  yield  The  rent  must  be  in  a  propor- 
tionale  ratio  of  what  the  land  may  yield,  and 
of  the  piiwcr  of  tlie  tenant  to  make  it  yield. 
A  tenant  cannot  make  by  his  land,  but  accord* 
ing  to  the  corn  and  cattle  which  he  baa.  Sup- 
pose you  ifhould  give  him  twice  ^  much  Iiutd 
m  he  hi;s,  it  does  him  no  ji^ood,  unless  he  gets 
idso  tuore  stock.  It  is  clear  then,  that  the 
Ilighhiiid  landlords,  wliu  let  their  substantial 
tenants  leave  them,  are  infatuated ;  for  the 
|>mir  small  tenants  cannot  give  them  fjfK)d 
rnnts,  (nmi  the  very  nature  of  things.  They 
have  nut  tlic  means  of  raising  more  from  tlieir 
forms,"  Cortieck,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  was  the 
most  distinct  man  that  he  had  met  with  in 
iJiesc  islea  ;  he  did  not  shut  his  eyes,  or  put  his 
finger  in  his  ears;  which  he  seemed  to  think 
was  a  ^(hmI  deal  the  mode  with  most  of  the 
pcopir  whom  we  have  seen  of  late. 

Thursday,  Oct,  7.  —  Captain  M*Lean  joined 
Ufl  this  morninff  at  breakfast.  There  came  on 
n  drcjirlCid  .storm  of  wind  and  rain,  which  con- 
tinued all  day,  and  rather  increased  at  night. 
The  wind  Wiiit  directly  ai!;ainst  our  getting  to 
JtuU.  We  were  in  a  strange  state  of  abstrac- 
tion from  tlie  world  :  we  could  neither  hear 
from  our  friends,  nor  write  to  them.  Col  had 
brought  Daillc'  "on  the  Fathers,"  Lucas*  *•*  on 
Happiness,"  and  More'9^  '*DiaJo^es,"  from  the 
Kev.  Mr.  M'Leau'a,  and  Burnet's  **  Uiaiory  of 

I  A  Frvoch  ProteiUnt  dirine,  bom  1504,  AitA  1670.  tt4s 
IrenttM  dc  Vtm  Patrum  «u  trfttiUatrd  into  Engtiiti  in  IGAl. 

x  Dr.  Ulrhartt  Lucas,  PrplxTidATjr  of  Wt!«{intn»lrr.  tMjrii 
I64M,  dtr4  1715,  prliilml.  In  nx/i,  "Ah  KmtHtrv  ttftrr  l/ap- 
pintf,"  *liKh  tM«  IWMi  Mtcra)  tltnei  rrtirOttciI.  —  Ckokeu, 
\94fu 

•  No  (iiHibt    Dr.  liwnrjr  .Vlurv'f  "  liiptnt  Dialcgun."  — 

OftUKf*. 

*  •*  M  m<UiU**m,*'  —  PUh.  Efi.  —  C^tt^rmm^  ttt  tkt  min^t, 
>  BdXBUUii  Alles,  m  wonb|r  iiud  mputublfl  prlaccr  la  Uolt- 


hb  own  Times  *'  from  Captain  M*Leim"s ;  and 
he  had  of  his  <kw^n  some  buuks  of  iarniin^,  nod 
Gregory's  *'  Geometry."  Dr.  Johnwui  ivad  ^ 
good  dexd  of  Burnet,  and  of  Gregory,  and  I 
ol*crved  he  made  some  ^comctricd  notes  in 
the  end  of  hia  i»u<:ket-booK..  I  reatl  a  litrh*  of 
Young's  '*  Six  W  ecbs*  Tour  1 1 1  1 1^  _ 

cm  Counties,"  and  Ovid's  "  !  I 

had  bought  at  Liverncsii,  and  wiacu  [ici^nu  u> 
solace  many  a  weary  hour. 

We  were  to  have  gone  with  Dr  Johntton 
this  morning  t^o  see  the  mlne^  but  were  pr»*- 
ventcd  by  tlie  Btorm.  While  it  wn*  raging,  he 
said,  "  We  may  be  glad  we  lire  not  dammtli  ad 
metalla:"^ 

Fridaj/^  OcL  8.  —  Dr.  Johnson  ap]»eart>d  to- 
day very  weary  of  our  preiseut  ctuiliuocl  situa- 
tion. He  vaia,  **  I  want  to  be  on  tlie  moio 
land,  and  go  on  with  existence.  Tltig  ia  u 
wa*ite  of  life." 

I  sludl  hcrt'  insert,  without  regard  to  clirono- 
logy,  some  of  his  conversation  ftt  ditTereiit 
times. 

"  There  waa  a  man  some  time  ago,  who  was 
well  received  for  two  years,  among  the  pjilje- 
men  of  Northamptonshire,  by  calling  himself 
my  brother.  At  last  he  grew  so  inijiudent,  us 
by  hi*  influence  to  get  tenants  tunie<l  out  of 
their  farms.  jUlen  3ie  printer^,  who  is  of  tliai 
county,  came  to  me,  asking,  with  much  appear* 
ance  of  doubtfulness,  if  I  had  a  brotlicr ;  and 
upon  being  a-ssured  1  had  none  alive,  he  ffild 
me  of  the  im|K)sition,  and   immeili      *  te 

to  the  country,  and  the  fellow  w  i  1, 

It  pleoflcd  me  to  hear  that  so  much  wns  -. .;  Uy 
using  my  name.  It  is  not  every  nanie  thai  con 
carry  double ;  do  both  for  a  man's  self  and  his 
brother  (laughing).  I  should  be  clad  lo  s%?e 
the  fellow.  However,  I  could  have  <looc 
nothing  against  him.  A  man  can  have  no  re* 
dress  for  his  name  being  used,  or  ridir»<!ou» 
stories  being  told  of  him  in  the  r  s 

except  he  can  show  that  he  ha5  Li- 

mage.  Some  years  ago  a  foolish  pa\:*.'  wm 
published,  said  to  be  written  '  by  S.  Johnson.' 
Some  of  my  friends  wanted  xne  to  be  very 
angrv  about  this.  I  said,  it  would  tie  in  vain ; 
for  the  answer  would  be,  '  S.  Johnson  wtay  bu 
Simon  Johnson,  or  Simeon  Johnson,  or  Solomon 
Johnson;'  and  even  if  the  f""  »»  ^.n-  Samuel 
Jolmson,  had  been  used,  it  (  ud,  *  It 

is  not  you;  it  is  a  uiuch  clev*  ,..'<' 

"  Beauclerk,  and  I,  and  Langton,  and  Lad? 
Sydney  Beauclerk^  mother  to  our  friend,  were 
one  day  driving  in  a  coach  by  Cupcr's  Gar- 
dens'^,  which    were   then  unoccupictl,     I,  in 

court.     Il«  wu  Tor  nutij'reafc  Johnson**  tki!>t|>litiour.  UmU 
lord,  nnd  friend  {anU,  !><  IfiO.).     He  nnx  Ihr  *om  .if  ihr  It^'r. 
Thomw  Alloti.  it  p(tm»  amd  Irnnied  iniu»,  who  for  i" 
i^at  fvclor  of  KvtlariiiK.  In  NortharaiiloiuhliA.  —  v 

'  :                                                       thruintfO  "  wm  riauirJ 

5.:  a  dJimtftg  tnmHex ,  tni 

V"  ••  .;<  u  <xtriir4i(MAl  M  b(i 

V"  '  Ti   I'll*    viT)    r<  ir.  1773,  Aud  w\it>  (irvlMblV 

OMj  wliuK!  d«Ath  i*  alluded  to,|Mj|.  |7t)i  A|irlC 

'■  k'-Mc  of  poiiulu-  Ainuiemrat,  over  Uu  tlUdT 
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sport,  proposed  that  Beauclerkf  and  Langton, 
and  myself  should  take  them ;  and  we  amused 
ourselyes  with  scheming  how  we  should  all  do 
our  parts.  Ladj  Sydney  grew  angry,  and 
said,  *  an  old  man  should  not  put  such  tilings 
in  young  people's  heads.'  She  had  no  notion 
of  a  joke,  Sir ;  had  come  late  into  life,  and  had 
a  mighty  unpliable  understanding.  ^ 

"  Carte's  '  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond  |  is 
considered  as  a  book  of  authority ;  but  it  is  ill- 
written.  The  matter  is  diiSused  in  too  many 
words ;  there  is  no  animation,  no  compression, 
no  vigour.  Two  good  volumes  in  duodecimo 
mi^t  be  made  out  of  the  two  ^  in  folio." 

Talking  of  our  confinement  here,  I  observed, 
that  our  discontent  and  impatience  could  not 
be  considered  as  very  unreasonable ;  for  that 
we  were  just  in  the  state  of  which  Seneca  com- 
plains so  grievously,  while  in  exile  in  Corsica. 
•*  Yes, "  said  Dr.  Johnson ;  and  he  was  not 
farther  from  home  than  we  are."  The  truth 
is,  he  was  much  nearer.^ 

There  was  a  pood  deal  of  rain  to-day,  and 
the  wind  was  still  contrary.  Comeck  attended 
me,  while  I  amused  myself  in  examining  a  col- 
lection of  papers  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Col,  The  first  laird  was  a  younger  son  of  the 
chieftain  McLean,  and  got  the  middle  part  of 
Col  for  his  patrimony.  Dr.  Johnson  naving 
given  a  very  particular  account*  of  the  con- 
nection between  this  family  and  a  branch  of 
the  family  of  Camerons,  c^led  M'Lonich,  I 
shall  only  insert  the  following  document  (which 
I  fonnd  in  CoV%  cabinet),  as  a  proof  of  its 
continuance,  even  to  a  late  period :  — 

«  To  the  Laird  of  Col. 

"Strone.  11th  March,  1737. 
**  Deak  Sir,  —  The  long-standing  tract  of  firm 
affectionate  friendship  'twixt  your  worthy  prcdeces- 


•bkh  the  •outhem  approach  to  Waterloo-bridge  now  pa*ses. 
->  Crokbe. 

I  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Norris.  Esq.,  of  Speke,  in 
I«aiicasbire,  married  Lord  Sydney  in  1736 Ciokeb. 

*  Carte's  Life  of  Ormond  is  in  three  toIs.  folio —  P.  Con- 
>niiGaAM. 

>  **  Barbara  prseruptis  inclusa  est  Corsica  saxis 

Horrlda,'^  &c.  Epigr.  anti,  De  Consol.  Libr. 

Corsica  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Rome. 
V^(ri  is  from  I^ndon  upwards  of  four  hundred.  —  Cbokeb. 

*  Johnson's  account  is  as  follows  :  — 

**  Yerj  near  the  house  of  Maclean  stand*  the  castle  of  Col, 
^hicb  was  the  mansion  of  the  Laird  till  Uie  house  was  built. 
^n  the  wall  was,  nut  long  ago,  a  stone  with  an  inscription, 
**nportlng,  that '  If  any  man  of  the  clan  of  Maclonich  shall 
appear  twfore  this  castle,  though  he  come  at  midnight,  with 
^  man's  head  in  his  hand,  he  shall  there  find  safety  and  pro- 
^«ctk>n  against  all  but  the  king.'  This  is  an  oM  Highland 
%jreaty  made  upon  a  very  memorable  occasion.  Maclean,  the 
*«n  d  John  Gerves  [one  of  the  ancimit  lairds],  who  recovered 
^!ol.  and  conquered  Barra,  had  obtained,  it  Is  said,  from 
^aaes  II..  a  grant  of  the  lands  of  Luchiel.  forfeited,  Isup- 
Bnmc.  by  some  offence  against  the  state.  Forfeited  estates 
not  in  those  days  quietly  resigned  ;  Maclean,  therefore, 

with  an  armeo  force  to  seixe  his  new  possessions,  and, 

l^ksow  out  for  what  reason,  took  bis  wife  with  him.    The 
rose  in  defence  of  their  chief,  and  a  battle  was 
It  at  the  bead  of  Loch  Ness,  near  the  place  where  Fort 
Aogustas  now  stands,  in  which  Lochiel  obtained  the  Tictorr, 
^mT Maclean,  with  his  followers,  was  defeated  and  destroyed. 
lady  fell  Into  the  bands  of  the  conquerors,  and. being 
■ad  pregnant,  was  placed  In  the  custody  of  Maclonich,  one 
a  tribe  or  family  branched  from  Cameron,  with  orders,  if 
a  boy,  to  destroy  him.  If  a  girl,  to  spare  her. 
wiCe,  who  was  with  child  likewise,  had  a  girl 


sors  and  ours  affords  us  such  assurance,  as  that  we 
may  have  full  relyance  on  your  favour  and  tm- 
doubted  firiendshipr  in  recommending  the  bearer, 
£wen  Cameron,  our  cousin,  son  to  the  decease 
Dugall  M*Connill  of  Innermaillie,  sometime  in 
Glenpean,  to  your  favour  and  conduct,  who  u  a 
man  of  undoubted  honesty  and  discretion,  only  that 
he  has  the  misfortune  of  being  alledged  to  have 
been  accessory  to  the  killing  of  one  of  M*Martin's 
family  about  fourteen  years  ago,  upon  which  al- 
ledgeance  the  M*Martins  are  now  so  sanguine  on 
revenging,  that  they  are  fully  resolved  for  the  de- 
privation of  bis  life  ;  to  the  preventing  of  which  you 
are  relyed  on  by  us,  as  the  only  fit  instrument,  and 
a  most  capable  person.  Therefore  your  favour  and 
protection  is  expected  and  intreated,  during  his 
good  behaviour ;  and  failing  of  which  behaviour, 
you'll  please  to  use  him  as  a  most  insignificant  per- 
son deserves.  —  Sir,  he  had,  upon  the  alledgeance 
aforesaid,  been  transported,  at  Lochiel's  desire,  to 
France,  to  gratify  the  M*Martins,  and,  upon  his  re- 
turn home,  about  five  years  ago,  married.  But  now 
he  is  so  much  threatened  by  the  M'Martins,  that 
he  is  not  secure  enough  to  stay  where  he  is,  being 
Ardmurchan,  which  occasions  this  trouble  to  you. 
Wishing  prosperity  and  happiness  to  attend  still 
yourself,  worthy  lady,  and  good  family,  we  are,  in 
the  most  affectionate  manner,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obliged,  affectionate,  and  most  humble  servants, 

Dugall  Cameron^  of  Strone, 
DmgoU  Cameron,  of  Barr. 
Dugall  Cameron,  of  InveriskwrnUHne, 
Dugall  Cameron,  of  Invinvalie.^ 

Ewen  Cameron  wcu  protected,  and  his  son  has 
now  a  farm  from  the  Laird  of  Col,  in  Mull. 

The  family  of  Col  was  very  loyal  in  the  time 
of  the  great  Montrose*,  from  whom  I  found 
two  letters  in  his  own  handwriting.  The  first 
is  as  follows :  — 


about  the  same  time  at  which  Lady  Maclean  brought  a  boy. 
and  Maclonich,  with  more  generosity  to  his  captive  than 
fidelity  to  his  trust,  contrived  that  the  children  should  be 
Changed.  Maclean, being  tlius  preserved  from  death,  in  time 
recovered  his  original  patrimony ;  and,  in  gratitude  to  his 
friend,  made  bis  castle  a  place  of  refuge  to  anyoftheclui 
tliat  should  think  himself  in  danger ;  and,  as  a  proof  of 
reciprocal  confidence,  Maclean  took  upon  himself  and  his 
posterity  the  care  of  educating  th<*  heir  of  Maclonich."  — 
Journey.  —  Crobsb. 

»  The  third  Karl  and  first  Marquis,  bom  In  1612.  be- 
beaded  at  Edinburgh  the  21st  of  May.  ICftO.  —  Cbobbb.  1831. 

Mr.  Macaulav  censures  this  note  in  the  following  terms, 
which  are  wortb  preserving  as  a  specimen  of  equal  accuracy 
of  statement  and  courtesy  of  style. 

Mr.  Croker  tells  us  the  great  Marquis  of  Montrose  was 

1  16W.    There  is  not  a  forward  boy 

who  does  not  know  that  the  Mar- 


beheaded  in  Edinburgh  in  l&V).  There  is  not  a  forward  boy 
at  any  school  In  England  who  does  not  know  that  the  Mar- 
ouis  was  hanged.  The  account  of  the  execution  Is  one  of  the 


inest  passages  In  Lord  Clarendon's  History.  We  can  scarcely 
lupposo  that  Mr.  Croker  had  never  read  that  passage ;  and 
ret  we  can  scarcely  suppose  that  any  one  who  bad  ever  p«- 


fit 
suppose 

yet  ... 

rused  so  noble  and  pathetic  a  story  can  have  utterly  forgotten 

all  its  most  striking  circumstances."  — £(<.  Rev, 

To  which  a  crIUc  in  Blackwood's  Magasine  replied :— . 

"  We  really  almost  suspect  that  the  Reviewer  fMr. 
Macaulayl  himself  has  not  read  the  passage  to  which  he 
refers,  or  ne  could  hardly  have  accused  Mr.  Croker  of  show- 
ing—  by  having  said  that  Montrose  was  *  ArAeotfrd,' when 
the  Reviewer  thinks  be  should  have  said  '  hemged '—  that  be 
bad  forgotten  the  most  *  itriking  passage  *  or  Clarendon's 
noble  '  account  of  the  execution'  For  it  la  not  on  the 
execution  Itself  that  Lord  Clarendon  dwells  with  the  most 
pathos  and  efAwt,  but  on  the  previous  indlanities  at  and  after 
his  trial  wblcb  Montrose  so  roagnanimoiulj  endured. 
Clarendon,  with  scnqpuloui  delicacy,  avokli  aU  memUon  ^tke 
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"^  For  my  vtry  h^tay  Fritttdf  the  Laird  &/  Coall. 
**  StrethtMime,  "iOth  Jan.  164(2. 
*«Sim.^I  must  henrtily  Ihiink  you  for  all  your 
wiHinjffnc»s  »n^^  g^ood  aflcctian  to  Ins  Majesty's  ser- 
vice, and  purticuJ'irly  the  jnendinp;  nlongs  of  your 
son,  to  who  I  will  hi.'uve  atit^  particular  ruspi-ct, 
tiup<^ing  »\sQ  that  yuu  mil  fttitl  contmuc  anu  goode 
itiKlrumviil  for  the  ndvimcving  tber  of  the  king'*  ser- 
vifi;,  fur  which,  and  nil  your  fornu'r  loynl  carriuges, 
he  cunftdunt  roil  th.ill  ftiul  the  cirt*cts  of  his  ma's 
fnvotir.  as  they  ran  In."  witnessed  you  by  your  very 
faithful  fricnde,  Montjio*?..'* 

The  other  is, 

••  For  the  laird  of  Cd. 

"Petty.  I7lh  April.  164C. 
"  Sir,  —  Having  occasion  to  write  to  your  fields 
I  cunnot  ho  forgetful  of  your  w-illingueas  and  good 
aifeetiun  to  hi*  Majesty's  Mrrvicc.  I  acknowledge 
lo  yuu,  aud  thank  you  heartily  for  it,  assuring,  that 
in  what  lies  in  n»y  power,  you  »hall  find  the  good. 
Meanwhile,  I  shall  eipcct  that  you  will  continue 
your  toyal  endeuvours,  in  wishing  tho^e  »Uck  peofile 
that  lire  nl>out  you,  to  appear  more  obedient  than 
they  do.  and  loyal  in  their  prince's  service ;  where* 
by  t  assure  you,  yuu  shall  tind  me  ever  your  faith- 
ful frietsde,  "MoKTttOS*.*'* 

I  found  some  uncouth  lines  on  the  death  of 
the  [iroscnt  laird's  father,  entitled  *'  Nature'** 
Elegy  tipon  the  Death  of  Donald  Maclean  of 
Col.*'  They  are  not  worth  insertion.  I  shall 
only  give  what  \&  called  hia  Epitaph,  which 
Dr.  Johnson  said  "  was  not  m  very  bad.** 

"  Nature's  minion.  Virtue's  wonder, 
Art's  corrective  here  lyes  under." 

I  oaked,  what  "  Art's  corrective "  meant. 
'*  ^yhy,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  that  the  laird  wa«  m 
exquisite,  that  be  set  Art  right,  whet)  she  wns 
wrong." 

I  found  several  lette7*i«  to  the  Ittt^e  Co/,  from 
my  fiither's  old  companion  at  Paj-ia,  Sir  Hec- 
tor McLean,  one  of  which  wjis  written  at  the 
time  of  settling  the  colony  in  Georgia.  It  dt6- 
suftdes  Cot  from  letting  people  go  there,  and 
aMsitres  htm  there  will  soon  be  an  opportunity 
of  ctnployin^  them  better  at  home.^  Hence 
it  apfK!ar:*  thiit  emigration  from  the  Highlands, 
thou;;h  nut  in  8ueh  numbers  at  a  time  as  of 
late,  \{ii  always  been  ^)racti&ed.  Dr.  Johnson 
observed,  that  "the  tatrds,  instead  of  iuiprov- 
iufj  their  couuti'y,  diminished  their  ]:M?ople.'* 

There  are  Bcveral  districts  of  sandy  desert 
in  Col.     There  are  ibrty-eight  lochs  of  fresh 


fMVuUar  nuxle  t^  dr4itM,  and  U  whnUr  *ll«<nt  a*  to  any  of  the 
clrrUiiittatiri-»  i>r  th«    i-ncutt.'n,  li\.\'libu  thi-  rr-r«l<'rS   ini.i^:!- 


water ;  but  many  of  them  arc  Yery  small  *— 
mere  pools.  About  one  l»alf  of  them,  howevor, 
have  trout  and  eel.  There  is  a  grejtt  number 
of  horses  in  the  island,  uiostly  of  a  small  size. 
Being  overstocked,  they  sell  aome  in  Tir-vi, 
an«l  on  the  main  land.  Their  blaek  cattle, 
which  are  chiefly  rough-haired,  ore  reckoneil 
remarkably  good.  The  climate  bciinj  very 
mild  in  winter,  they  never  put  their  beasts  in 
any  house.  The  lakes  are  never  firoren  so  as 
lo  bear  a  man ;  and  snow  never  lie^  aVunTe  a 
few  hours.  They  h.ive  a  good  many  i^heep, 
which  they  eat  mostly  themselves,  and  sell  but 
a  few.  They  have  goats  in  several  pltiees. 
There  are  no  foxes ;  no  serpent*,  toads,  tir 
frogB,  nor  any  venomous  ereattire.  They  have 
otters  and  mice  here ;  but  had  no  rats  till 
lately  that  an  American  vessel  brought  them. 
There  is  a  rabbit-warren  on  the  north-eaBl  of 
the  island,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle- 
Yotmg  Coif  intends  to  get  some  hares,  of  which 
there  are  none  at  preiwnt.  There  are  no  blark- 
cock,  muir-fowl,  nor  partridge.^ ;  but  tliere  are 
aaipc,  wild-duck,  wild-proesc,  and  swans,  jti 
winter;  wild-pigeons,  plover,  and  great  ntim- 
beri*  of  starlings  :  of  which  I  shot  »otiie,  and 
found  them  pretty  good  eating.  Wttodcocks 
come  hither,  though  there  is  not  a  tree  upon 
the  island.  There  are  no  rivers  in  Col ;  nut 
only  some  brooks,  in  wliich  there  fs  a  grt»at 
variety  of  fish.  In  the  whole  island  there  are 
but  throe  hills,  and  none  of  them  considerable^ 
for  a  Highland  country.  The  people  are  very 
industrious.  Every  man  can  tan.  They  ge! 
oak  and  birch  biirt,  and  lime,  from  the  main 
land.  Some  have  pita ;  but  they  commcmly 
use  tubs.  I  saw  brogues  very  well  taune«l ; 
and  every  man  can  make  them.  They  oil 
make  caudles  of  the  tallow  of  rl^^tr  l.*ritt<<, 
both  UHmlded  and  dipped  ;  aisd  1  ke 

oil  of  the  livers  of  fish.     The  litd  l-d 

cuddies  produce  a  great  deal.  They  Bcli  some 
oil  out  of  the  island,  and  they  use  it  moch  for 
light  in  their  houses,  in  little  iron  lampfi,  mtMt 
of  which  they  have  from  England ;  but  of 
late  their  own  blacksmith  make?  thetn.  He  b 
a  good  workman ;  but  he  has  no  cmployiiient 
in  shoeing  horses,  for  they  all  go  unshod  here, 
except  some  of  abetter  kind  belonging  to  young 
Cifl,  which  were  now  in  MuU.  There  mv  two 
carpenters  in  Col ;  but  most  of  the  inhabitants 
can  do  something  as  boat-eprpenters,  'VUvj 
can  all  dye.  Heath  is  used  tor  yellow  ;  and 
for  red,  a  moss  which  grows  on  stones.  They 
make  broad-eloth,  and  tartan,  and  linen,  of 


appolntHl  In  tie.  thftti  I  «hAuld  bo  to  hate  my  titrturr  Itimt 


til   Hi.'    KrnK'«   iH-rkfiimaH-r 


f-'.ll        U.Tf 


',(, 


n>lil(-  iivj   (., 


'rj    '- 


l,le,  IhKt  mrn  of  lb«  flrit  T%nk  *pffU  r*rf  fll 
tr^  ii.i-  L,v  I  •  (.Miiiry      Til  llir  Hrvt  nf  Itiosti  l«<t«rs  J  fiavf  pif^ 
••^rrnl  U>»»  nitt^iml  »j*r»llJint,  —  Biwwifu. 
*  No  doulK  to  »ome  projccteil  ritiog,  •.-  Ciokh. 
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their  own  wool  and  flax,  sufficient  for  their 
own  use ;  as  also  stockings.  Their  bonnets 
come  from  the  main  lanu.  Hardware  and 
several  small  articles  are  brought  annually 
from  Greenock,  and  sold  in  the  only  shop  in 
the  island,  which  is  kept  near  the  house,  or 
rather  hut,  used  for  public  worship,  there 
beiiie  no  church  in  the  island.  The  inhabitants 
of  OdI  have  increased  considerably  within 
these  thirty  years,  as  appears  from  the  parish 
registers.  There  are  but  three  considerable 
tacksmen  on  Co/*8  part  of  the  island  :  the  rest 
is  let  to  small  tenants,  some  of  whom  pay  so 
low  a  rent  as  four,  three,  or  even  two  guineas. 
The  highest  is  seven  pounds,  paid  by  a  farmer, 
whose  son  goes  yearly  on  foot  to  Aberdeen  for 
education,  and  in  summer  returns,  and  acta  as 
a  schoolmaster  in  Col.  Dr.  Johnson  siud, 
**  There  is  something  noble  in  a  young  man's 
walking  two  hundred  miles  and  back  again 
every  year  for  the  sake  of  learning." 

This  day  a  number  of  people  came  to  Col, 
with  complaints  of  each  other  s  trespasses. 
Comeck,  to  prevent  their  being  troublesome, 
told  them  that  the  lawyer  from  Edinburgh  was 
here,  and  if  they  did  not  agree,  he  would  take 
them  to  task.  They  were  alarmed  at  this; 
8«d,  they  had  never  been  used  to  go  to  law, 
and  hoped  Col  would  settle  matters  himself. 
In  the  evening  Comeck  left  us. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 
1773. 

Col.  —  Blenheim.  —  Tenants  and  Landlords.  — 
Jjtmdon  and  Pekin.  —  Superstitions.  —  Coarse 
Afanners.  —  Bustle  not  necessary  to  Despatch.  — 
Oats.  —  Mull.  —  Addison.  —  French  Ana.  — 
Racine.  —  Comeille.  —  Afuliere.  —  Fenelon.  — 
Voltaire.  —  Bossuet.  —  Afassillon.  —  Bourdaloue. 

—  A  Printing  House.  —  Erst    Poetry.  —  Music. 

—  Reception  of  Travellers.  —  Sptnce.  —  Miss 
Maclean.  —  Account  of  Mull  —  Ulva.  —  Second 
Sight.  —  Mercheta  Mulierum.  —  Inch -Kenneth.  — 
Sir  Allan  Maclean.  —  Sunday  Heading.  —  Dr. 
Campbell.  — Drinking.  —  Verses  on  Inch-  Kenneth. 
Young  Col*s  good  Qualities.  —  Sulander. —  Burke. 

—  Johnson^s  Intrepidity. —  Singular  Customs. — 
French  Credulity. 

Soturday,  Oct.  9.  —  As,  in  our  present  confine- 
ment, any  thing  that  had  even  the  name  of 
Curious  was  an  object  of  attention,  I  proposed 
^t  Col  should  show  me  the  great  stone, 
''>€ntione<l  in  a  fonner  paire,  as  having  been 
^own  by  a  giant  to  the  top  of  a  mountain. 
1^.  Johnson,  who  did  not  like  to  be  left  alone, 
*^  he  would  accompany  us  as  far  as  riding 
J*«  practicable.  We  ascended  a  part  of  the 
■iU  on  horseback,  and  Col  and  I  scrambled  up 


the  rest.  A  servant  held  our  horses,  and  Dr. 
Johnson  placed  himself  on  the  ground,  with 
his  back  against  a  large  fragment  of  rock. 
The  wind  being  high,  he  let  down  the  cocks  of 
his  hat,  and  ti^  it  with  his  handkerchief  under 
his  chin.  While  we  were  employed  in  examin- 
ing the  stone,  which  did  not  repay  our  trouble 
in  getting  to  it,  he  amused  himsdf  with  read- 
ino;  "  Gataker  on  Lots  and  on  the  Christian 
Watch,"  a  very  learned  book,  of  the  last  age, 
which  had  been  found  in  the  garret  of  C^'s 
house,  and  which  he  said  was  a  treasure  here. 
When  we  descried  him  from  above,  he  had  a 
most  eremitical  appearance ;  and  on  our  return 
told  us,  he  had  been  so  much  engaged  by  Ga- 
taker', that  he  had  never  missed  us.  His 
avidity  for  variety  of  books,  while  we  were  in 
Col,  was  frequently  expressed ;  and  he  often 
complained  that  so  few  were  within  his  reach. 
Upon  which  I  observed  to  him,  it  was  strange 
he  should  complain  of  want  of  books,  when  he 
could  at  any  time  make  such  good  ones. 

We  next  proceeded  to  the  lead  mine.  In 
our  way  we  came  to  a  strand  of  some  extent, 
where  we  were  glad  to  take  a  gallop,  in  which 
my  learned  friend  joined  with  great  alacrity. 
Dr.  Johnson,  mounted  on  a  large  bay  mare 
without  shoes,  and  followed  by  a  foal,  which 
had  some  difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  him, 
was  a  singular  spectacle. 

After  examining  the  mine,  we  returned 
through  a  very  uncouth  district,  full  of  sand- 
hills; down  which,  though  apparent  precipices, 
our  horses  carried  us  with  safety,  the  sand 
always  gently  sliding  away  from  their  feet. 
Vestiges  of  houses  were  pointed  out  to  us, 
which  Col,  and  two  others  who  had  joined  us, 
assertetl  had  been  overwhelmed  with  sand 
blown  over  them.  But,  on  going  close  to  one 
of  them,  Dr.  Johnson  showed  the  absurdity  of 
the  notion,  by  remarking,  that  "  it  was  evi- 
dently only  a  house  abandone<l,  the  stones  of 
which  had  been  token  away  for  other  ]mrposes ; 
for  the  large  stones,  which  form  the  lower  part 
of  the  walls,  were  still  standing  higher  than 
the  sand.  If  they  were  not  blown  over,  it  was 
clear  nothing  higher  than  they  could  be  blown 
over."  This  was  quite  convincing  to  me  ;  but 
it  made  not  the  least  impression  on  Col  and  the 
others,  who  were  not  to  be  argued  out  of  a 
Highland  tradition 

We  did  not  sit  down  to  dinner  till  between 
six  and  seven.  We  lived  plentifully  here,  and 
ha«l  a  true  welcome.  In  such  a  season,  goo<l 
firing  was  of  no  small  importance.  The  i)eata 
were  excellent,  and  burned  cheerfully.  Those 
at  Dunvegan,  which  were  damp.  Dr.  Johnson 
called  *'  a  sullen  fuel."  Here  a  Scottish  phrase 
was  singularly  applied  to  him.  One  of  the 
company  having  remarked  that  he  had  ^one 
out  on  a  stormy  evening,  and  brought  m  a 


>  Thomas  Gatiiker.  r  voluminous  diTlne  and  critic,  born 
1574,  dicil  \CM,  publUhcd.  in  1616, "  On  tho  Nature  and  I'fe 
of  Loti,  a  Trcatltc  Hlitorical  and  Theological."  —  Croksb. 
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isupply  of  peat*  from  tlie  stat'ltt  old  Mr. 
M'Swevn  auid,  *Hhiit  was  nmin  howst!"' 

Blenlieiiu  buhig  oct^fisionally  [iicntiaoedT  he 
toll)  me  he  had  never  seen  it :  he  hod  nnt 
jfone  foniierW ;    and   he  woiihl  not  ^o  now, 

{'list  as  a  cnntnioi)  speclii(.or,  fur  hla  money  : 
iH  would  nut  put  tt  in  I  he  power  of  jK>inu 
num  about  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  *■  to 
8ay»  "Johnson  wa«  Ihtc  ;  I  knew  him, 
but  I  ttM>k  no  notice  of  him, "  He  said, 
he  should  be  vt'ry  j^hid  lo  see  it.  If  pro- 
perly invited,  whi*"h  m  all  probability  would 
never  Ik'  the  case,  a^  it  was  not  worth  bi» 
while  to  seek  for  it,  I  observed,  that  he  mii;ht 
be  easily  introduced  there  by  a  common  friend 
of  ours^^  uearly  related  to  the  Duke,  He 
answered,  with  iin  nncoinraon  iittention  to  de- 
lictti'y  of  feebnjr,  ^*1  doubt  whether  our  friend 
1m?  on  such  u  ftxtttng  with  the  Duke  tis  to  carry 
anybtidy  there  ;  and  I  would  not  ^ive  him  the 
uneiisiiiess  of  seeing  that  1  knew  he  was  not^ 
or  even  of  being  himself  reminded  of  itJ' 

Suudatf^  Oct.  10.  —  There  wiis  this  day  the 
most  t4n'rible  stunn  of  wind  and  rain  that  I 
ever  remeitiber.  It  made  such  an  awful  im- 
pression on  us  all,  as  to  produce,,  for  some  time, 
a  kind  of  dismal  c|ui€tne<D  in  the  house.  The 
day  was  passed  without  much  conversation; 
ouly*  upon  my  observin«»  that  there  must  be 
sometbrng  bad  in  a  man's  mind  who  does  not 
like  lo  give  lenses  to  hii*  tenanlA,  but  wishes  to 
keep  them  in  a  [ujrpetual  wretched  def>endcnce 
on  his  will,  Dr.  ,folin)*on  i^aid,  "  You  are  right; 
It  IB  a  man'»  duty  to  extend  comfort  and 
secujity  arnoiiji  as  many  people  as  he  can.  He 
should  not  wish  to  h»ve  his  tenants  mere 
ephemetfry  niere  beings  of  an  hour,"  Uoswkll. 
*'  Hut,  Sir,  if  ihcy  have  leases,  ia  there  not 
some  danger  thai  they  may  grow  insolent  ?  I 
reineudur  you  youreelf  once  told  me,  an  En- 
glish tenant  waa  so  independent,  that,  if 
firovoked,  he  would  throw  hts  rent  at  his  land- 
ord."  Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  it  is 
(he  luntUord's  own  fault,  if  it  is  thrown  at  him. 
A  n»!in  may  always  keep  hb  tenanU*  in  dc- 
pi'utleiice  etiiouijh,  l.houji;h  they  hiive  leases, 
lie  inu>t  l>e  a  gtjod  tenant  inde»'d,  who  Mill  not 
fall  baliind  in  \m  rent,  if  bis  landlord  will  let 
him ;  and  if  he  does  fall  behind,  his  landlord 
has  liin^  Ml  his  mercy.  Indeed,  the  pixir  man 
is  alwuys  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  rich ;  no 
matter  whether  landlord  or  tenant.  If  the 
tt.'nant  lets  his  landlord  have  a  little  rent  before- 
hand, or  has  lent  him  money,  then  the  hmdiortl 
is  in  his  f>f>wer.  There  cannot  Iks  a  greater 
nuui  than  a  t-enant  who  has  lent  money  to  bia 
landlord  ;  for  he  has  under  subjection  the  very 
man  to  whom  hft  should  be  subjected." 

Mondatf,  Oct,  11,  —  We  had  some  days  ago 


cngii^ed  the  Coxnpbelltown  vessel  to  carry  us 

to   Mullf   from   tlie   harbour   where  »hu   l»y- 

The  morning  was  fine,  and  the  wind  fair  and 

mmlerate ;   so  we  hc^Jled  at  length  to  *n:t  away. 

Mrs.  M'Sweyn,  who  otUcintcitax  our  landliwiy 

here,  ha*l   never  )»een  on  the  main  hind.     On 

hcarin^r  this,  Dr.  Johnsiui  said  to  me,  before 

her,  "That  i^  rather  being  behlnd-baml  with 

life.    1  would  at  least  jfo  and  sec  Glcnelg." 

BoswELL.      **You  your*clf,   Sir,   have   never 

3<?en,   till   now,    any   thing   but  your   native 

island."      Joiijjson*       *' But,  Sir,   by  weeing 

I  Loudon,  I  have  seen  i»s  mudi  of  life  as  the 

I  world  can  show."     Bosweix.     **You  have  not 

Been  Pekln.*'    JoiiJ*»<i.N,     **  NHiat  is   Pekin? 

I  Ten  thousanil  Londoners  would  drive  all  tbt* 

I  people  of  Pekin  :  they  would  drive  them  like 

!  deer." 

,]  We  set  out  about  eleven  for  tbo  harlmur ; 
but,  before  we  reached  it,  so  violent  a  st»»rm 
caiue  on,  that  we  were  oblijiiMJ  ji^miiu  to  tjdc*' 
shelter  in  the  house  of  Cajjtain  M*Lean,  where 
we  dined,  and  passed  the  night. 

Tuesthih  Oct,  12. —Alter  breakfiiat,  we 
miule  a  second  attempt  to  get  to  the  hai'bonr; 
but  another  storm  soon  convinced  u«  that  it 
would  be  in  vRin.  Cnptain  M'Lenn'ft  bouse 
being  in  some  confusion,  on  account  of  Mrs. 
M*Leau  beinp  expected  to  Ue-in,  wc^  resol»*fd 
to  go  to  Mr.  M*Sweyu't,  where  we  arrived  very 
wet,  fati^med,  and  hungry.  In  this  ^ituaiioti, 
we  were  somewhat  disconcerted  by  bein^  tf^ld 
that  we  should  have  no  tlinncr  till  late  in  the 
evening ;  but  should  have  tJia  in  the  mean 
time.  Dr-  Johnson  opposed  this  arrangeiuetit ; 
but  they  persisted,  and  he  took  the  tea  ycsj 
readily.  He  said  to  nie  afterwards,  "  You 
must  consider,  Sir,  a  dinner  here  iu  a  matter  orj 
great  consequence.  It  ia  a  thing  to  be  fir»t 
phinnetl,  and  then  executed.  I  supfKMe  the  I 
mutton  was  brought  some  miles  otT,  from  i»ouit 
place  where  they  knew  there  was  A  ih««p 
killed."^  I 

Talking  of  the  good  people  with  whom  wti 
were,  he  said,  "  Lite  has  not  got  at  all  fi^rwar*! 
by  a  generation  in  M^Sweyn's  family  :  Jor  the 
I  son  is  exactly  formed  upon  the  futh».-r.      Wlmt 
j  the  fathi?r  sayi»,  ihcj^on  sayij;  aiid  what  the 
I  father  look-i,  the  son  looks." 

There  i>eing  tittle  conversation  to-nigt 
must  endeavour  to  recollwt  what  I  may 
omitted  on  former  occasions.  When  I  b 
tt  Riiiiay,  of  my  indenendency  of  spirit, 
that  1  could  not  be  bribed,  he  said,  "Y^es*  youj 
may  be  bribed  by  fl.Httery."  At  the  Rev-  Mr.l 
M'Lean's,  Dr.  Johnson  a.skcd  him  if  the  pcoploj 
of  Col  had  any  superstitions.  He  a&id,  "  No.*" 
The  cutting  peats  at  the  increase  of  the  m< 
was  mentioned   a^  one;    but  he  would 


t   'Tt.i.    I..,.l.r    i.lilii4'<.  »' 
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allow  it,  sayii^  It  was  not  a  superstition,  but  a 
whim.  Dr.  Johnson  would  not  admit  the  dis- 
tinction. There  were  many  superstitions,  he 
maintained,  not  connected  with  religion ;  and 
this  was  one  of  them.  On  Monday  we  had  a 
dispute  at  the  Captain*s,  whether  sand-hills 
could  be  fixed  down  by  art.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
"  How  the  devil  can  you  do  it  ?  "  *  but  instantly 
corrected  himself,  "  How  can  you  do  it  ?  "  I 
never  before  heard  him  use  a  phrase  of  that 
nature. 

He  has  particularities  which  it  is  impossible 
to  explain.  He  never  wears  a  night-cap,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned ;  but  he  puts  a  hand- 
kerchief on  his  head  in  the  nignt.  The  day 
that  we  lefl  Tali.sker,  he  bade  us  ride  on.  He 
then  turned  the  head  of  his  horse  back  towards 
Taliskcr,  stopped  for  some  time ;  then  wheeled 
round  to  the  same  direction  with  ours,  and  then 
came  briskly  after  us.  He  sets  open  a  window 
in  the  coldest  day  or  night,  and  stands  before 
it.  It  may  do  with  his  constitution ;  but  most 
people,  among  whom  I  am  one,  would  say,  with 
the  frogs  in  tlie  fable,  "  Tin's  may  be  sport  to 
you ;  but  it  is  death  to  us.**  It  is  in  viun  to 
try  to  find  a  meaning  in  every  one  of  his  par- 
ticularities, which,  I  suppose,  are  mere  habits, 
contracted  by  chance ;  of  which  every  man 
has  some  that  are  more  or  less  remarkable. 
His  speaking  to  himself,  or  rather  repeating, 
is  8  common  habit  with  studious  men  accus- 
tomed to  deep  thinking ;  and,  in  consequence 
of  their  being  thus  rapt,  they  will  even  laugh 
by  themselves,  if  the  subject  which  they  are 
musing  on  is  a  merry  one.  Dr.  Johnson  is  often 
uttering  pious  ejaculations,  when  he  appears 
to  be  talking  to  himself;  for  sonietinies  his 
voice  grows  stronger,  and  parts  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer  are  heard.  I  have  sat  beside  him  with 
more  than  ordinary  reverence  on  such  oc- 
casions.* 

In  our  tour,  I  observed  that  he  was  dis- 

SLSte<I  whenever  he  met  with  coarse  manners. 
e  said  to  me,  "  I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  I 
cannot  bear  low  life ;  and  I  find  others,  who 
have  as  good  a  right  as  I  to  be  fastidious,  bear 
it  better,  by  having  mixed  more  with  dillerent 
iorts  of  men.  You  would  think  that  I  have 
mixe<l  pretty  well  too." 

He  read  this  day  a  good  deal  of  my  Journal, 
written  in  a  small  book  with  which  he  had 
•upnlicd  me,  and  was  pleased,  for  he  said,  '^  I 
wisn  thy  books  were  twice  as  big."  lie  helped 
me  to  fill  up  blanks  which  I  hod  left  in  nrst 
writing  it,  when  1  was  not  quite  sure  of  what 
lie  had  said,  and  he  corrected  any  mistakes 
that  I  had  made.  "  They  call  me  a  scholar," 
taid  he,  "  and  yet  how  very  little  literature  is 
there  in  my  conversation."  Boswell.  "  That, 
Sir,    must  be  according  to    your  company. 


The  quntion  wbkh  Johnaon  asked  with  tach  unuiwil 
mlxht  have  been  anawered,  *'  bj  aowing  the  bent,  or 

|rBM."_WALTIE  SrOTT. 

It  u  remarkftblo  that  Dr.  JnhnMm  should  have  read  this 
one  of  loaie  of  his  own  peculiar  habits,  without  saying 


You  would  not  give  literature  to  those  who 
cannot  taste  it.  Stay  till  we  meet  Lord 
Elibank." 

We  had  at  last  a  good  dinner,  or  rather 
supper,  and  were  very  well  satisfied  with  our 
entertainment. 

Wednesday ^  Oct.  13.  —  Cci  called  me  up, 
with  intelligence  that  it  was  a  good  day  for  a 
passage  to  Mull ;  and  just  as  we  rose,  a  sailor 
from  the  vessel  arrived  for  us.  We  got  all  ready 
with  despatch.  Dr.  Johnson  was  displeased  at 
my  bustling  and  walking  quickly  up  and  down. 
Ho  said,  **  It  does  not  hasten  us  a  bit.  It  is 
^tting  on  horseback  in  a  ship.^  All  boys  do 
it ;  and  you  are  longer  a  boy  than  others.  *  He 
himself  has  no  alertness,  or  whatever  it  may  be 
called ;  so  he  may  dislike  it,  as  *'  Odermt 
kilarem  trixtea^ 

Before  we  reached  the  harbour,  the  wind 
grew  lii^h  again.  However,  the  small  boat 
was  waiting,  and  took  us  on  board.  We  re- 
mained for  some  time  in  uncertainty  what  to 
do ;  at  last  it  was  determined,  that,  as  a  good 
part  of  the  day  was  over,  and  it  was  dangerous 
to  be  at  sea  at  night,  in  such  a  vessel  and  such 
weather,  we  should  not  sail  till  the  morning 
tide,  when  the  wind  would  probably  be  more 
gentle.  We  resolved  not  to  go  ashore  again, 
but  lie  here  in  readiness.  Dr.  Johnson  and  I 
had  each  a  bed  in  the  cabin.  C(U  sat  at  the 
fire  in  the  forecastle,  with  the  captain,  and 
Joseph,  and  the  rest.  I  eat  some  dry  oatmeal, 
of  which  I  found  a  barrel  in  the  cabin.  I  had 
not  done  this  since  I  was  a  boy.  Dr.  Johnson 
owned  that  he  too  was  fond  of  it  when  a  boy  ; 
a  circumstance  which  I  was  highly  pleased  to 
hear  from  him,  as  it  ^ave  me  an  opportunity  of 
observing  that,  notwithstanding  his  joke  on  the 
article  oi  oats,  he  was  himself  a  proof  that  this 
kind  oi  food  was  not  peculiar  to  the  people  of 
Scotland. 

Thursduy,  Oct  14.  —  When  Dr.  Johnson 
awaked  this  morning,  he  calleil  "  Lanky ! " 
having,  I  suppose,  been  thinking  of  Langton, 
but  corrected  himself  instantly,  and  cried, 
^'-  Bozzy!'^  He  has  a  way  of  contracting  the 
names  of  his  friends.  Goldsmith  feels  himself 
so  important  now,  as  to  be  displeased  at  it.  I 
remember  one  day,  when  Tom  Davies  was 
telling  that  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  We  are  all  in 
labour  for  a  name  to  Goldy^i  play.  Goldsmith 
cried,  "I  have  often  desired  him  not  to  call  me 
Goldy."* 

Between  six  and  seven  we  haule<l  our  anchor, 
and  set  sail  with  a  fair  breeze ;  and,  after  a 
pleasant  voyage,  we  got  safely  and  agreeably 
into  the  harbour  of  Tol)ermorie,  before  the 
wind  rose,  which  it  always  has  done,  for  some 
days,  about  noon. 

robemiorie  is  an   excellent  harbour.     An 


anv  thiag  on  the  subject,  which  I  hoped  he  would  hare  done. 
_  Ho«wiLL.     See  anir,  p.  166. 

'  This  IS  from  the  JetU  of  HIeroclcs.  -  Ciokbk. 

4  Sucais<«.p  264.  — C. 
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ishind  \k*s  Ijcfbrei  it,  ami  it  is  sunroiinded  by  a 
hilly  theatre.  The  island  is  too  lovr,  otherwLsu 
this  would  Imj  quite  a  secure  port ;  V)ut,  the 
isliind  not  being  a  snifficient  j)roteetion,  some 
htormM  blow  very  hard  here.  Not  long  .ago, 
fifteen  vessels  wore  blown  from  their  mooriii*r5. 
There  are  sometiuie*  sixty  or  seven ly  sail 
hcr« :  to-tluy  tbL^rc  were  twelve  or  Jburtt*eu 
vessels.  To  sec  such  u  fleet  wns  the  next  thing 
to  seeing  u  ioyrn.  The  vessels  were  from  till- 
ferent  places ;  Clyde,  Camplwll-town,  New- 
castle, ^e.  One  wm»  returnint;  to  Lancaster 
from  Hanihurfjh.  After  having  been  shut  tip  so 
long  in  Cob  the  sight  of  such  an  assembbige  of 
moving  habitations,  containing  such  a  variety 
of  j»eople,  engaged  in  diflerent  pursuits,  gave 
me  much  jjaiety  of  spirit.  When  we  hail 
landed,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  *' lloswell  is  now  ull 
alive.  He  is  like  Ant.i!ns ;  he  gets  new  vigour 
whenever  he  t^niches  the  ground.'*  I  went  to 
the  top  of  a  hill  fronting  the  harbour,  from 
when(^f»  1  bad  a  good  view  of  it.  We  had  here 
u  tolerable  inn.  Dr.  Johnson  had  owned  t^o 
me  this  morning,  that  he  was  out  of  humour, 
Indee<l,  he  {nhowed  it  a  gomj  deal  in  the  thlp  ; 
for  when  1  was  expressing  my  joy  on  the 
prospect  of  our  landing  in  Mull,  be  said,  he 
had  no  joy,  when  he  recollected  that  it  would 
Ikj  five  days  before  he  should  get  to  the  main 
land  1  was  afraid  be  would  now  lake  a 
sudflen  resolution  to  give  tip  seeing  IcoluiktlL 
A  dish  of  tcEi,  and  some  good  bread  and  butter, 
did  him  service,  and  his  bud  humour  went  off. 
1  told  him,  that  1  was  diverted  to  hear  all  the 
iwonbi  whoui  we  had  visited  in  our  tour  say, 
*'  Jionent  man  !  he*3  pleased  with  every  thing  ; 
he*s  alwavs  content !  '  "  Little  do  they  know," 
esud  I,     lie  laughed,  and  said,  *■*  You  rogue  !  " 

We  sent  to  hire  horses  to  ctirry  us  across 
the  island  of  Mull  to  the  shore  opposite  to 
Inch-kenneth,  tbe  residence  of  Sir  Allan 
M'Lean,  uncle  to  young  Col,  and  chief  of  the 
M'Leans,  to  whose  house  we  intended  t^j  go 
the  next  day.  Our  friend  Col  went  to  visit  his 
aunt,  the  wile  of  Dr.  A]e,\ander  M'Lean,  a 
physician,  who  lives  about  a  mile  from  Tober- 
morio. 

Dr  Johnson  and  I  sat  by  ourselves  at  the 
inn,  and  talked  a  good  deal,  I  told  him,  that 
1  had  fonnd,  in  Leandro  Alberti's  *'  Descrip- 
tion of  Italy,"  much  of  what  Addison  has 
given  U9  in  his  **  Remarks." '  He  said,  '*  TTie 
collection  of  pa^sjiges  from  the  Classics  Laa 
been  nuwle  by  another  Italian :  it  is,  however, 
imfwssible  to  detect  a  man  rs  a  plagiary  in 
Buch  a  ca.'sc,  because  all  who  ?et  iibout  mnking 
Bucb  n  collection  must  find  the  same  paesiiges ; 


»  fifff  poti,  7th  April,  ITTii.  —  C. 
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rnv   itrongr**  prn(r»|  ogtimr  lhl» 
ui  (o  be  oat,  of  th?  t^rt-l  luiittnarU'^ 


but,  if  you  find  the  same  application!!  In 
another  book,  then  Acldiaon^s  learning  in  hu 
*  Remarks '  tumbles  down.  It  is  u  tvdioui 
bof>k  ;  and,  if  it  wt're  not  attiu'.hed  to  Addison** 
previous  reputation,  one  would  not  think  mueJt 
of  it.  Hud  he  written  nothing  else,  his  name 
would  not  have  lived,  Addison  does  nr»t  *ieem 
to  have  gone  deep  in  Italian  literature :  b« 
shows  notliiug  of  it  in  his  subsequent  writings. 
He  shows  a  great  deul  of  French  leaniing. 
There  is,  {»erha|»s,  more  knowle<ige  circulated 
in  the  French  Inngnage  than  in  any  other. 
There  I's  more  original  knowledge  in  Knglish.** 
**  liut  the  French,"  said  1,  •'  have  the  art  of 
accommodating  literature."  *  Jobxson.  **  Yea, 
Sir ;  we  have  no  such  book  a^  Moreri's  *  Die* 
tiouary/ "  Bobweljl.  **  Their  SVna  *  are  good.** 
JoiiwsoN.  *'  A  few  of  Ihetu  are  g04)d  i  but  we 
have  one  book  of  that  kind  better  t-han  any  of 
them,  Seidell's  *  Tuble-talk/  As  to  origliuil 
literature,  the  French  have  a  coujile  of  tnigic 
poets  who  go  round  the  world,  Racine  and 
Coraeiilo,  and  one  comic  poet,  Molliirc."  Hos- 
WELL,  ^^ITiey  have  tenelon, "  Johnsok. 
**  Why,  Sir,  Telemachus  is  pretty  well,"  Bos> 
WELL-  "And  Voltaire,  Sir."  tToHxso*.  **  He 
has  not  stood  his  trial  yet.  And  whnt  makes 
Voltaire  chiefly  circulate  \»  collection,  such  m 
his  *  Universal  History.'  "  Boswkix.  "  Whnt 
do  you  say  to  the  Bishop  of  Meuux  Y  "  Jook- 
SON,  **  Sir,  nobo<ly  reads  him.** '  Ho  would 
not  allow  ^lassillon  and  Bourtlaluue  tu  gu 
round  the  world.  In  general,  however,  he 
gave  the  French  umch  pnuse  for  their  in* 
dustry. 

He  asked  me  whether  be  had  mentioned,  in 
any  of  the  papers  of  the  •*  Rambler,"  the  de- 
scription in  \nrgil  of  the  entrance  into  HeiU 
with  an  application  to  the  preas ;  **  for,"  said 
he,  "  I  do  not  much  remember  them."  I  told 
him,  "  No."    Upon  which  he  repeated  it :  ^^ 

•*  Vcstibulum  ante  ipsum,  primi«que  in  &ufrtbufi 

Orcx. 
Luctuis  et  ultrices  posuere  cubilin  Curs; 
Pallcntesque  habitant  Mnrbt,tristkque  ScncctiMc 
Et    Metu!(,    et   inalcsuada    Famvia    ct    tur|Ma 

EgtMa*. 
TerribiJcs  vLsu  forroois  Lethuroque,  Laborqoe,"* 

"  Now,"  84ud  he,  *'  almost  all  these  apply  ex- 
actly to  an  author  ;  all  these  are  the  eoncomi* 
tantfl  of  a  printing-house."  I  projHised  Ut  litra 
to  dictote  an  essay  on  it,  and  oflcred  to  wrilo 
it.  He  said  he  would  not  do  it  then,  but 
perhaps  would  write  one  at  some  tuture  |K*riQd« 
The  Sunday  evening  that  we  *at  by  our- 
sclvea  at  Aberdeen,  1  aaked  him  BeveraJ  |idir» 


of  relic  Ion  aiv)  t(Ccmur<>,    K  ttiero  «rv  nhn  do  tmt 
It  it  full  tloje  they  tbould  br^n  —  Bo!<wttL, 
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ticnlars  of  his  life,  from  his  early  years,  which 
he  readily  told  me ;  and  I  wrote  them  down 
before  him.  This  day  I  proceeded  in  my  in- 
quiries, also  writing  Uiem  in  his  presence.  I 
have  them  on  detacned  sheets.  I  shall  collect 
authentic  materials  for  The  Life  of  Samuel 
Johnson,  LL.D.,  and,  if  I  survive  him,  I  shall 
be  one  who  will  most  faithfully  do  honour  to 
his  memory.  I  have  now  a  vast  treasure  of  his 
conversation,  at  different  times,  since  the  year 
1762,  when  I  first  obtained  his  acquaintance ; 
and,  by  assiduous  inquirv,  I  can  make  up  for 
not  knowing  him  sooner.' 

A  Newcastle  ship-master,  who  happened  to 
be  in  the  house,  mtruded  himself  upon  us. 
lie  was  much  In  liquor,  and  talked  nonsense 
about  his  being  a  man  for  Wilkes  and  Liberty^ 
and  against  the  ministry.  Dr.  Johnson  was 
angry,  that  "  a  fellow  snould  come  into  our 
company,  who  was  fit  for  no  company."  He 
lefl  UB  soon. 

Col  returned  from  his  aunt,  and  told  us,  she 
insisted  that  we  should  come  to  her  house  that 
night.  He  introduced  to  us  Mr.  Campbell,  the 
Duke  of  Argyle's  factor  in  Tyr-yi.  He  was 
a  genteel,  agreeable  man.  He  was  going  to 
Liveranr,  and  promised  to  put  letters  mto  the 
po8t*omce  for  us.  I  now  found  that  Dr.  John- 
9on*8  desire  to  get  on  the  main  land  arose  from 
his  tnxiety  to  have  an  opportunity  of  conveying 
letters  to  his  friends. 

After  dinner,  we  proceeded  to  Dr.  M'Lean*s, 
which  was  about  a  mile  from  our  inn.  He  was 
not  at  home,  but  we  were  received  by  his  lady 
and  daughter,  who  entertained  us  so  well,  that 
Dr.  Johnson  seemed  quite  happ^.  When  we 
had  supped,  he  asked  me  to  give  him  some 
paper  to  write  letters.  I  begged  he  would 
write  short  ones,  and  not  expatiate^  as  we  ought 
to  set  off  early.  He  was  irritated  by  this,  and 
said,  "  What  must  be  done,  must  be  done :  the 
thin^  is  past  a  joke."  —  "  Nay,  Sir,"  said  I, 
**  write  as  much  as  you  please ;  but  do  not 
blame  me,  if  we  are  kept  six  days  before  we 
get  to  the  main  land.  You  were  very  impa- 
tient in  the  morning :  but  no  sooner  do  you 
find  yourself  in  good  quarters,  than  you  forget 
that  you  are  to  move."  I  got  him  paper  enough, 
and  we  parted  in  good  humour. 

Let  me  now  recollect  whatever  particulars  I 
have  omitted.  In  the  morning  I  sai<l  to  him, 
before  we  landed  at  Tobermorie,  "  We  shall 
aee  Dr.  M*Lcan,  who  has  written  the  History 
of  the  M'Leans."    Johnson.    "  I  have  no  great 

Stience  to  stay  to  hear  the  historjr  of  the 
^Leans.  I  would  rather  hear  the  history  of 
the  Thrales."  When  on  Mull,  I  said,  "  Well, 
Sir,   this  is  the  fourth  of  the  Hebrides  that 


I  It  is  DO  small  satitfactlon  to  inf>  to  reflect,  that  Dr.  John- 
ton  read  this,  and  afU>r  being  appri««d  of  my  intentions, com- 
■tvDicaCed  to  me,  at  sub«equent  period*,  many  |>articiilari  of 
Us  Ufr,  which  probablf  could  not  otherwise  have  been 
preserved.  —  Boswkll.  This  is  a  conclimive  answer  tu 
those  who  affected  to  blame  Boswell's  publication  on  the 
ware  of  breach  of  confidence  to  Johnson.  —  Crokbr. 

s  This  obserration  is  Tcry  just.  The  time  for  the  Hebrides 


we  have  been  upon."  Johkson.  "Nay,  we 
cannot  boast  of  the  number  we  have  seen. 
We  thought  we  should  see  many  more.  We 
thought  of  sailing  about  easily  from  island 
to  island ;  and  so  we  should,  had  we  come  at 
a  better  *  season  ;  but  we,  being  wise  men, 
thought  it  woiild  be  summer  all  the  year  where 
toe  were.  However,  Sir,  we  have  seen  enough 
to  ^ive  us  a  pretty  good  notion  of  the  system 
of  msular  life." 

Let  me  not  forget,  that  he  sometimes  amused 
himself  with  very  slight  reading ;  from  which, 
however,  his  conversation  showed  that  he  con- 
trived to  extract  some  benefit.  At  Captain 
M*Lean*8  he  read  a  good  deal  in  "The  Charm- 
er," a  collection  of  songs. 

Friday,  Oct.  15. — "V\e  this  morning  found 
that  we  could  not  proceed,  there  being  a  violent 
storm  of  wind  and  rain,  and  the  rivers  being 
impassable.  When  I  expressed  my  discontent 
at  our  confinement.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  Now 
that  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  writing  to 
the  main  land,  I  am  m  no  such  haste."  I  was 
amused  with  his  being  so  easily  satisfied ;  for 
the  truth  was,  that  the  gentleman  who  was  to 
convey  our  letters,  as  I  was  now  informed,  was 
not  to  set  out  for  Liverary  for  some  time ;  so 
that  it  was  probable  we  should  be  there  as  soon 
as  he  :  however,  I  did  not  undeceive  my  friend, 
but  suffered  him  to  enjoj  his  fancy. 

Dr.  Johnson  asked,  in  the  evening,  to  see 
Dr.  M'Lean's  books.  He  took  down  "  Willis 
de  AnimaBrutorum,"'  and  pored  over  it  a  good 
deal. 

Miss  McLean  produced  some  Erse  poems  by 
John  McLean,  who  was  a  famous  bard  In  Mull, 
and  had  died  only  a  few  years  ago.  He  could 
neither  read  nor  write.  She  read  and  trans- 
lated two  of  them ;  one,  a  kind  of  elegy  on  Sir 
John  McLean's  being  obliged  to  fly  his  country 
In  1715 ;  another,  a  dialogue  between  two 
Roman  Catholic  young  ladles,  sisters,  whether 
it  was  better  to  be  a  nun  or  to  marry.  I 
could  not  perceive  much  poetical  imagery  In 
the  translation.  Yet  all  of  our  company  who 
understood  Erse  seemed  charmed  with  the 
original.  There  may,  perhaps,  be  some  choice 
of  expression,  and  some  excellence  of  arrange- 
ment^ that  cannot  be  shown  in  translation. 

After  we  had  exhausted  the  Erse  poems,  of 
which  Dr.  Johnson  said  nothing.  Miss  M'Lean 
gave  us  several  tunes  on  a  spinnet,  which, 
though  made  so  long  ago  as  in  1667,  was  still 
very  well  toned.  She  sung  along  with  it.  Dr. 
Johnson  seemed  pleased  with  the  music,  though 
he  owns  he  neither  likes  it,  nor  has  hardly  any 
TMjrception  of  it.  At  Mr.  MTherson's,  in  Slate, 
he  told  us,  that  "he  knew  a  drum  from  a 


was  too  late  bj  a  month  or  six  weeks,    1  hare  heard  those 
who  remembered  their  tour  express  surprise  ihejr  were  not 

drowned Waltbr  Scott. 

3  Dr.  Thomas  Willis,  an  eminent  physician,  bom  1622,  died 
1674,  published  manr  Latin  worlis  on  Anatomy  and  Physlo- 
lofiy.  I  do  not  find  that  his  Treatise  de  Anima  Bnitorum 
has  been  cither  translated  or  reprinted.  —  Crokke. 
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trTiiin>ct,  aiiJ  a.  l»u;?iti()C  from  a  guitar^  which 
vfWi  ftbout  ihu  ejctcQt  of  his  knowledge  of 
iii(j«ie.'*  To-nJojht  he  said,  that,  '^  if  he  had 
learnt  moj^iCf  he  should  have  beeu  afraid  he 
would  have  done  nothing  else  but  pla^»  It 
was  a  method  of  employing  the  mind,  without 
the  labour  of  thlnkmg  at  all,  and  with  some 
applause  from  a  man's  self," 

We  hjwl  the  inui^ic  of  the  bag]iipc  every  day, 
At  ArmiiliUe,  Dunvegan,  and  Col.  Dr.  John- 
son appeared  fond  of  it,  and  UFcd  olYen  to  stand 
for  tioiiic  timo  with  his  ear  close  to  tlie  great 
drone. 

The  penurious  gentleman  of  our  acquaint- 
ance, formerly  alluded  to,  aflforded  us  a  topic 
of  conversation  to*night.'  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
I  ought  to  write  down  a  collection  of  the  in- 
stances ol'  his  narrowness,  u^  they  almost  ex- 
eeeded  belief.  Col  UM  tis,  that  0*Kane,  the 
famous  Irish  harf^er,  was  onee  at  that  genlle- 
man*3  house,  lie  i:ould  not  tiiid  in  his  heart 
to  give  hiui  any  money,  but  gave  him  a  key  for 
a  harp,  which  was  finely  ornamented  with  gobl 
and  silver,  and  with  a  precious  stone,  and  was 
worth  cighrj'  or  a  hundred  gumeas.  He  did 
not  know  the  value  of  it ;  and  when  he  eaine 
to  know  it^  he  would  fain  have  had  it  back  ;  but 
O'Kane  took  care  that  he  should  not.  Joux- 
80S.  "  They  exaggerate  the  value ;  every  body 
is  so  dcsiroui  that  he  should  be  fleeced.  I  am  ^rery 
wDling  it  should  be  worth  eighty  or  a  hundred 
guineas  ;  hut  I  do  not  believe  it "  JioswutL. 
•"  I  do  not  tliink  O'Kane  was  obliged  t^  ofive  it 
bock.**  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir.  If  a  man  with  his 
eyes  oik?u,  and  without  any  meantu  used  to  de- 
ceive him,  ^ivea  me  a  thing,  I  am  not  to  let  him 
hjive  it  agam  when  he  grows  wiiier.  I  hke  to  see 
how  avarirc  defeats  it^'lf:  how,  when  avoiding 
to  part  with  money,  the  miiier  gives  something 
more  valuable."  Col  said,  the  gentleman*.^  re- 
lations were  angry  at  his  giving  way  the  harp 
key,  for  it  had  been  long  in  tlic  family.  John- 
son. ^*  Sir,  he  values  a  new  guinea  more  than 
an  old  friend  " 

Cot  also  told  us,  that  the  same  person  hav- 
ing come  up  with  a  sergeant  and  twenty  men, 
working  on  the  high  road,  he  entered  into  dia- 
eourBe  with  the  sergeant,  and  then  gave  him 
sixpence  for  the  men  to  tlrink.  The  sergeant 
a-died,  **  Who  is  this  fellow  ? "  Upon  being 
iiiformeil,  he  said,  '*  If  I  had  known  who  he 
wiis,  1  ahould  have  thrown  it  in  his  face." 
.ToiiNsoN.  "  There  is  much  want  of  sense  in  all 
this.  lie  had  no  business  to  speak  with  the 
sergeant,  He  might  have  been  in  haste,  and 
trottetl  00.  He  haa  not  learnt  to  be  a  miser : 
I  l>elieve  we  must  take  him  apprentice." 
BoawELL.  "  He  would  grudge  givme  half  a 
guinea  to  be  taught/'    Johnson.    **  Nay,  Str, 


you  must  tcaeh  him  gratig.  You  must  give 
nim  an  opportunil  v  to  practise  your  prccejjfs." 
Let  me  now  go  oatk,  audgh  un  ,hthmomana, 
Tlie  Saturday  before  we  sailed  l>om  Hlule,  I 
sat  awhile  in  the  afternoon  with  Dr.  Johns^m 
in  his  room,  in  a  quiet  acrioun  frame,  1  ob- 
served, that  hardly  any  man  wajt  a*^rurately 
prejiared  for  dying  ;  but  almost  every  one  Icit 
something  undone,  something  in  confusion ; 
that  my  father,  indeed,  told  me  he  knew  one 
man  (Carlisle  of  Limekilns),  after  whose  death 
all  his  papers  were  found  in  exact  order  ;  .ami 
nothing  was  omitted  in  his  will.  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  1  had  an  uncle  ^  who  died  so ;  but  sucli 
attention  requires  CTeat  leisure,  and  great 
drmness  of  mind.  If  one  was  to  ihiidc  eon- 
stantly  of  death,  the  buainesa  of  Ijfo  \fiudd 
stand  still.     I  am  no  friend  to  m  iati 

appear  t<x>  hard.     Many  good  pen j  ..ne 

i  harm,  by  giving  severe  notions  of  ii»     In  di** 
i  tiame  way  as  to  learning :    I   never  iVighten 
I  voung  people  with  difficuuies ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  tell   them  that  they  may  very  easily  get  aa 
\  much  as  will  do  very  well.     I  do  not  mdeod 
I  tell  them  that  they  will  be  BnUkys** 
]      The  night  we  rode  to  CoV^  house,  I  Boid, 
I  "  Lord  Rlibank  is  probably  wondering  what  ia 
:  become  of  us."     Johxson.  "No,  no;  hi-  b  not 
thinking  of  us.'*     Bosweli..  '*  But  recollect  the 
warmth  with  which  he  wrote.     Are  we  not  to 
'  believe  a  nnm,  when  he  says  he  has  a  gr«at 
I  desire  to  see  another  ?     Don*t  you  believe  that 
I  I  was  very  impatient  for  your  coming  lo  Scot- 
I  land  ?  "     Johnson,  "  Yes,  Sir ;  I  believe  you 
j  werc^  and  I  was  impatient  to  come  to  yoo. 
]  A  young  man  f^eU  so,  but  seldom  an  ohl  inon.** 
I  however  convinced  him  that  Lord  Klibank, 
I  who  has  much  of  tJie  spirit  of  a  young  roan, 
might  feel  so.     He  asked  me  if  our  jaunt  h;id 
I  answered  ex|K'ctation.     I  said  it  \\m\  much  ex- 
ceeded it.     I  expected   much  dilhculty  with 
him,  and  bad  not  found  it.     "  And,"'  he  addled, 
'*  wherever  we  have  come,  we  have  hovo  re- 
ceived like  princes  in  their  progress.*' 

He  s.aid,  he  would  not  wish  not  to  be  dii- 
gtb>ted  in  the  Highlandf! ;  for  that  would  \m  to 
lose  the  power  qI^  disiinguishinj?,  and  a  luan 
might  then  lie  down  in  the  middle  of  them. 
He  wished  only  to  conceal  his  disgust. 

At  Captain  M*Lean*s,   I  mentioned  Pnpo"* 
friend,  Spence.     Johnson.  *'  He  Wiis  a  weak 
conceited  man.*'  ^     Boswell.  *'  A  g»M»d  schi 
Sir?"    Johnson.  "Why,  no.  Sir/'     Bc»*i 
**  He  was  a  pretty  scholar/'     Johnbon. 
have  about  reached  him." 

Lout  ni^ht  at  the  inn,  when  the  factcir  b 
Tyr-yi  spoke  of  his  having  hcani  that  a  roof 
wa.^  put  on  some  part  of  the  buildings  ot 
Icolmkill,  I  unlud^ily  said,  "  It  will  be  icvttt* 


but 

prca»l')ii  f>i  u  f]»ici. 


t  8tr  A)e«and«r  Tklnc(1»n«1ri.  —  r«oKi(i.  ■penli  or  I 

tf\.  )  tlcYulrnt  ruble  uf  iiU 


of  Mr.  SpnK»'i  JiidBnu>nt  In  rrUirlam  «l|}i  *a  liifl 

r'-»|i«:'Ci,    It*    lo    ifluM     tll.i!   thli    Wi.    lint    \,i^     t^\\\ 


niHTijein.  .1 


I  MM  hu  be*rd  Dr.  Johuioo 


cuncuoi  nj  >ii«.>nctj  •*  .\nKiJot-o*  oi  ro|'f.  —  I»<<*wi.tL. 
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tt  if  we  finfl  (I  catlifdrwl  with  a  roof  on  it." 
J  *r.I,j  rl.;>.  r..,.,.  !.  r.M.lish  anxiety  to  engage 
I>  y  uiorc     lie  took  me 

•ii  t,  Sir?  Imw  nu)  j«m  talk 

to?  Jj  we  phnll  Jitai  a  cMhedriil  nxtfedl  aa  if 
WO  were  going  to  a  torra  incofpiita  :  wbon  avary 
Cliilig  tlml  is  nt  leoltukill  is  so  well  known. 
Von  are  lik«?  j«onic  New  England-men  who 
ttane  Co  the  mouth  of  the  Thames.  "^Comii,* 
■liJ  thcT,  *  let  u»  gf)  up  ami  see  what  sort  of 
inlwbitiiUtA  thin.'  lu-e  here*  Thej  talked,  Sir, 
atf  if  iboy  hA*l  biren  to  go  up  the  Siisquehannah, 
Uf.  —  ,.fi...^  Americtm  river/' 

Orf,  IG.  —  This  Jay  there  wiw  a 
n«  -  -  -  ,  and  the  weather  changed  for  the 
belter.  Uf.  Johnson  said  of  Miss  M'Lean, 
**  She  is  the  mowt  juToniplinhrdlady  that  I  have 
found  in  the  llirjhluuds.  She  knows  French, 
tnn<ti".  niid  druwHit^,  sews  neatly,  rnakc^  shell* 
is  in  milk  cows  ;  in  shuil^  she  ran  do 

i'\  She   tidks  senr^iblv,  and  is  the 

htfi  jicj.-tjii  w  horn  I  have  found,  tlmt  am  trnn«- 
iftte  Er»e  poetry  literally."  We  set  uut^ 
mounlt^i  on  little  Mull  bot-se*.  MttU  eon**'- 
•tiondiHl  ex.'ictly  with  the  idea  whlt'^  I  hod 
uj,.  . ..  1.-4  ^^f  iit  ■  n  hilly  eountry,  diversified 
\n  nd  j»r».HM,  and  mmiy  tivuietfl.     l>r. 

♦J  '  ii'>»  In  V.  rv  *j(Kid  humoun     lie 

t.i  . ,  mueh  worse  thnn 

S  ;i      "O,  Sir/'  8»id 

<it»lt)ruu»  country!" 
>cry  hurd  journey  to-dny.     I  hsul 
•r  my  sheltie,  but  only  a  hidier ; 
rod**  without  a  saddle.     At  one 
'    !  over  the  road,  we 
'High  pretty  deep 
r.      IT   .ioiiii?.(ni  <M»M-ived,  how  h<'lph'i*i!i  ii 
wotdd  l>e,  were  he  travelling  here  alone, 
'♦  with  any  accident ;  anil  stiid* 
I   t«>  a  txmhtry  of  Auddlet  ttnd 
i .       .j_  more  out  of  humour  to-day 
hp  hiLs  lK*cn  in  the  course  of  our  tour, 
fp  ff  d  fo  fin*!  \}.:k{  )\h  little  honte  could 
and  havinj»  suf- 
fend. 
of  ton 
lb*  ru 
t!aic»  obli^ea  t.'  wjilk.      lh« 

witf  fliat  of  the  lar;»e  oak-alick,  whuh,  \\s  I 

ly  mentionerl,  he  hail  brought  with  him 

Londi»n.     It  wiL9  of  g^reut  use  to  him  in 

<  ;    for,   ever  wittce  hin 

has  had  a  weakn»?5*  in 

♦  II  u1.li   (o  VI  ufk  enyJly. 

I r*  ii    for 

i;j;th  of  A 

r  at  that  \A  a  yard.     In  return  for 

•  it  hud   rloTie   him,  he  said,   thin 

would  make  a  prcwnt   of  it    to 

ii :  but  he  little  txiou<,dit  be  was  »o 

o  it.     As  he  preferred  riding  with  a 

wa;*  intrusted  to  a  fellow  to  be  de- 


umll  in  itself,  was 
,  while  travelling 
where  he  was  at 
loft^i  that  I  allude 


•  to  an. 

-V 


'n«  Jfgr<^*». 


livcred  to  our  bft^jrw^jc-nutn,  who  followed  ui 
at  some  diatiltiee;  but  we  never  wiw  it  morei, 
1  could  not  j>er5uur]e  him  out  nf  a  suMpieion 
that  it  hail  bwn  utolnn.  *'' No,  net,  my  friend," 
said  he;  *'it  is  not  to  be  expected  tloit  t^tsj 
man  in  Mull,  who  has  got  it>  wUl  part  witJi  it. 
Consider,  Sir,  the  value  uf  BUtJi  npuce  of  tim* 
btr  here ! " 

As  we  travelled  this  fbreno<m,  we  met  Dp, 
M'Lean,  who  expressed  much  regret  at  his 
having  been  so  unfortunate  fl£  to  be  abtient 
while  we  were  at  his  house. 

We  wexc  in  hopes  to  get  to  Sir  ^yiati  Mac 
lean'a  at  Inehkenncth,  to-night ;  but  tlia  ei)i;ht 
mde5  of  which  our  road  was  ttaid  to  eon^i^tt, 
were  pjo  very  long,  that  we  did  not  reach  the 
opposite  coast  of  Mull  till  seven  at  nij;lit-» 
though  we  had  ftet  out  atiout  elev<<n  in  tho 
forenoon  ;  and  when  we  did  arrive  there,  we 
found  the  wind  strong  aguinist  u%.  Cot  de- 
termined that  we  should  pans  the  night  nl 
M'Quarrie's,  in  the  island  of  Ulva,  which  Hcji 
!M?tween  Mud  and  liiclikeunelh  ;  and  a  servant 
waa  sent  forward  to  the  ferry,  to  secun^  iho 
boat  tor  u«  :  but  the  lioat  was  gone  to  the  LUva 
wide,  and  the  wtml  was  so  high  that  the  people 
could  not  hear  hiru  call ;  and  the  nf^dit  mi  dark 
that  they  could  not  see  a  signal.  We  sbtudd 
have  been  in  a  very  bad  situation,  had  there 
not  fortunately  been  lying  in  the  little  nound 
of  Ulva  an  Irish  vessel,  the  Bonnetta,  of  Lon- 
<loridcrry,  Captain  M'Lurc,  master.  He  him- 
self was  Ml  M'Quarrie'i ;  but  his  men  obligingly 
came  with  their  long-boat,  and  ferried  us  oven 

M*Quflrrie's  house  was  mean ;  but  we  were 
rtgrve«d>ly  surprised  with  the  appearanee  of  the 
ntaster,  whiun  we  fountl  to  be  intelliwrent,  politi*, 
and  much  a  man  of  the  world.'  riiiuigh  his 
''Ian  is  not  nunuTouH,  he  is  n  very  ancient 
chief,  and  has  a  buriid-plnce  at  Icohnkill.  He 
told  us,  his  family  had  fKjfiSessed  Ulva  for  nine 
hunilred  years;  but  I  was  diatresfie<l  to  hear 
that  it  was  so<jn  to  be  >«>ld  for  paynicnl  of  his 
debts. 

Captidn  M*Lurc,  whom  we  found  here,  wiu 
of  Srot/ch  extn»ction,  and  pmjierlv  a  Machxid, 
being  descended  of  some  of  the  MactetKls  who 
wet»t  with  Sir  Nonnan  of  Henieru  to  the  battle 
of  Worcester;  and  alter  the  defeat  of  the  roy- 
alist*, fled  to  Ireland,  ami,  to  conccjd  them- 
*clvcis  took    a  dilTercnt    name^     lie  told  me. 


Laird  oi  Ma«deo<.l  should  go  over,  and  ass^^m- 
ble  thcnv»  and  make  them  all  drink  the  ia^'w^ 
horn  full,  and  from  that  time  they  should  be: 
Macleods.  The  cjtnlain  informed  us,  he  had 
named  bis  ship  the  Bonnclta,  out  of  gratitudf 
to  I*rOvidence ;  for  once  when  we  was  siiiliiiLr 
to  vVnicrIca  wStl  ■  ■  .    : 

the  Khip  in  whi 

for  five  week*,    unu  sai    iwnu,   limit* 

bers  of  th»*  ft^h  Rot  t  i,  dose  to  her, 
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«nd  werv  rnught  fiir  ftn^l;  In*  r^solveiL,  tljcre- 
fore,  tluit  lluj  ship  ho  should  next  gi't  should 
be  called  iht?  BoiuiL'ttJi, 

M*Quari"iu  told  its  a  strong  instance  of  the 
second  sighO  He  hud  gone  to  Edinburgh,  and 
taken  a  mnn-gervunt  alon^  widi  liim.  An  old 
wtntiyiri,  who  wsis  In  the  house,  said  one  day, 
**  M'Qiimrrie  will  be  at  bonici  to-morrow,  and 
will  brifig:  two  i!«?ntleinen  with  him  ;  "  »nd  ?^hc 
said,  §lu'  Ksiw  his  servant  return  in  rtid  and 
frrven,  lie  did  ronie  homo  next  duy.  lie  hml 
two  gonll»*in!iii  with  him,  and  his  servant  hivd 
a  new  i*ed  and  green  Uvcry,  which  M'tJ^uarrie 
haii  bouffhf.  for  him  at  Edinburgh,  ujmn  a 
sudd<?n  thou|iht»  not  having  tlie  least  intention 
when  he  h'lV  home  to  put  ht*i  senant  in  livery; 
90  that  the  old  woman  eould  not  have  heard 
liny  previotis  mention  of  it.  This,  he  assured 
us,  wjw  »  true  ^ttjty. 

lM''Qtiarrie  insisted  that  the  Merchcta  Mult' 
crum^  mentioned  in  oitr  old  ehiirters,  did  really 
meiin  the  privilege  which  :i  lord  of  the  manor 
or  a  buron  had,  to  have  the  first  night  of  all 
hia  vaisal's  wives.  Dr.  Johnson  isnid,  the  belief 
of  5ueh  ft  custom  having  existed  was  also  hohl 
in  Enjiknd,  where  there  is  a  tenure  called 
Borough' English,  by  whieh  the  eldest  child 
does  not  inhtnt,  from  a  doubt  of  hi-s  being  the 
gnn  of  the  tenant.'  M'Quarrie  told  us,  tlmt 
atill,  on  the  marriage  of  each  of  his  tenants,  a 
pheep  it  due  to  hini ;  for  which  tlie  composition 
in  rtxed  at.  five  shillinjfs.  I  suppose,  Ulva  i& 
the  only  plare  where  this  etistom  remains,' 

Tidkinii  of  the  sale  of  an  estate  of  an  ancient 
family,  whieh  Wiis  said  to  have  been  purchjised 
much  under  its  value  by  the  confidential  lawyer 
of  that  family,  and  it  being  mentioned  thai  the 
sale  would  probably  be  !*et  aside  by  a  suit  in 
equity,  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  I  am  very  willing 
that  this  sale  should  be  eet  aside,  but  I  doubt 


»  For 
rt.io, 

vol.  I> 

*  N  . 

thni 

F.MIitl  ■ 
of    t)r 

nrcL 

Ui«l  I 

It  tCttriU 

Chi"  *l4t 

1..f.l  h.i. 


On  in 
thRir 


Kir'iis  l4?tti?ri,  rplnttnflr  to  lh«  **e««»rf  #'f*i, 

f  <>n|  1{i>ar.  H«nrf ,  £arl  of  Chrrn- 

py»'i  Diar^  tuut  Corrrtpondrncc, 


nmclj  whether  this  suit  wiU  be  successful ;  for 
the  argiuucnt  for  nvoiding  the  sale  is  founded 
on  vnpruc  ttnt^  indeterminate  principlcis,  —  «ui 
that  the  price  was  loo  low,  and  that  there  wnj 
a  ffrcat  aeu're^  of  confidence  planed  bv  the 
seller  in  the  person  who  became  the  Tmrclia.-*i*r, 
Now,  how  low  should  a  y>rice  ber  or  whut 
decree  of  confidence  should  there  Ik;  to  muko 
a  bargain  be  »ct  aside  ?  a  bnr^:ain,  whicli  is 
a  wager  of  sitiil  between  «i:in  iiiul  man,  If» 
indeed,  any  fraud  can  be  proved,  tlial  wlU  do." 

When  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  were  by  ourtelvcs 
at  iii^ht,  I  observed  of  our  ho&t^  "  atpectwm 
generasvm  habet ;  "  '*  f ^  gettertunim  nntnmm^'*  be 
added.  For  fear  of  being  overhconJ  in  lhf» 
smidl  IIii>hland  house^i,  1  of\en  talked  lo  him 
in  such  Latin  as  I  could  speak,  and  with  as 
much  of  the  Enorki^sh  accent  as  1  could  RAitume, 
so  as  not  to  be  understood,  in  case  our  con- 
versation should  be  too  louil  for  the  jrpace. 

We  had  each  an  ele|;ant  bed  in  the  natnci 

room;  and  here   it  was   that  a  r  nt-e 

occuired,  as   to  which  he  has  b«  .  |^ 

miaunderstood.  Erom  his  desert ju,....  •...  hfs 
chamber,  it  has  erroneously  been  sup|>ck$od, 
that  bis  bed  being  too  short  for  him,  hia  feet, 
during  the  nijjht^  were  in  the  mire;  wbere4i8 
he  has  only  said,  that  when  he  undressed,  he 
felt  his  feet  in  tlie  mire*:  that  is,  the  clay  floor 
i»f  the  room,  which  he  stood  upon  lieftir»»  he 
went  into  bed,  was  wet,  in  conaerjufncc  of  the 
windows  being  broken,  which  let  an  the  rain. 

Stmdity,  Oct.  17.— ^lieinjn^  informed  that,  there 
was  nothing  worthy  of  observation  in  L'lva,  we 
took  boat,  and  proceeiled  to  luehkenncth^ 
wher*;?  we  were  introduceti  by  our  friend  Col 
to  Sir  Allan  jSl'Lc^n,  the  chief  of  his  clan,  antl 
to  two  young  la^lies,  his  daufrhlcrs.  Inch* 
kenneth  is  a  pretty  little  island,  a  mile  lotij^t 
itnd  about  half  a  mile  broad,  all  good  Und.* 


wtitrli  a  lone  coune  ofrAlu  IimI  ftotlened  tnio  * 
Journey.^  Chokka. 

*  InchkeimeUi  li^  ■  mott  bca«itrij|  little  9»Vt,  nfth 
r#rii«ht  ffr«*li,  «rhli«  i\\  lh»  ni>l»)il»urinr  ■harr  a(  I 


*  ino»t 


♦Pen,  nnd  »mne  i 
on  ilif  w;iIIh.     > 


-i-kU'd  by  n>c  1 
—  tlic  market 
L.  ind  hjf  fu 
r  cotnpotltfon 
to  nmrrjr  i]ff 
>^iit  WM  pAir- 


ti«r(>< 


tiiM  in  Lllra.  _  W*j,tw  .Sci>tt. 


" ^ I 
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As  we  walked  up  from  the  shore.  Dr.  John-  |  very  extensive  reading ;  not,  nerhaps,  what  is 
son's  heart  was  cheered  by  the  sight  of  a  road  I  properly  called  learning,  but  history,  jwlitics, 
marked  with  cart-wheels,  as  on  the  main  land ;  '  ^^<^  »"  sl^ort,  that  popular  knowledge  which 
a  thing  which  wc  had  not  seen  for  a  long  time.  |  makes  a  man  very  useful.  In  the  third  place, 
It  gave  us  a  pleasure  similar  to  that  which  a  J^e  has  learned  much  by  what  is  called  the  vox 
traveller  feels,  when,  whilst  wandering  on  what  i  w«i.  He  talks  with  a  great  many  people.'' 
he  fears  is  a  desert  island,  he  perceives  the  I  Speaking  of  this  gentlemen,  at  Rasay,  he 
print  of  human  feet  '  toW  us,  that  he  one  day  called  on  him,  and 

Military  men  acquire  excellent  habits  of '  they  talked  of  "  Tull's  Husbandry."  Dr. 
having  all  conveniences  about  them.  Sir  Allan  j  Campbell  said  something.  Dr.  Johnson  began 
M'Lean,  who  had  been  long  in  the  army,  and  |  to  dispute  it.  "  Come,"  said  Dr.  Campbell, 
had  now  a  lease  of  the  island,  had  iormed  I  "  ^e  do  not  want  to  get  the  better  ot  one 
a  commodious  habitation,  though  it  consisted  i  another ;  we  want  to  increase  each  other's 
but  of  a  few  small  buildings,  only  one  story  '  ideas."  Dr.  Johnson  took  it  in  good  part,  and 
high.  He  had,  in  his  little  apartments,  more  |  the  conversation  then  went  on  coolly  and 
things  than  I  could  enumerate  in  a  page  or  i  instructively.  His  can<lour  in  relating  this 
two.  I  anecdote  does  him  much  credit,  and  his  con- 

Among  other  agreeable  circumstances,  it  |  <i"ct  on  that  occasion  proves  how  easily  he 
was  not  the  least,  to  find  here  a  parcel  of  the  !  could  be  jiersuaded  to  talk  from  a  better 
"  Caledonian  Mercury,"  published  since  we  I  motive  than  for  "  victory." 
left  Edinburgh ;  which  I  read  with  that  I^r.  Johnson  here  showed  so  much  of  the 
pleasure  which  every  man  feels  who  has  been  i  spirit  of  a  Highlander,  that  he  won  Sir  Allan's 
for  some  time  secluded  from  the  animated  |  l»eart :  indeed,  he  has  shown  it  during  the 
scenes  of  the  busy  world.  I  whole   of  our  tour.     One   night,   in   Col,  he 

Dr.  Johnson  found  books  here.  He  bade  me  '  strutted  about  the  room  with  a  broad  sword 
buy  Bishop  Gastroll's  "  Christian  Institutes,"  '  '  and  target,  and  made  a  formidable  appearance; 
which  was  lying  in  the  room.  He  said,  "  I  do  !  and,  amithcr  nijfht,  1  took  the  liberty  to  put 
not  like  to  read  any  thing  on  a  Sunday  «,  but  i  a  large  blue  bonnet  on  hw  head.  His  age,  his 
what  is  theological ;  not  that  I  would  scrupu-  i  "z^i  and  his  bushy  gray  wig,  with  this  covering 
lously  refuse  to  look  at  any  thing  which  a  "n  it,  presented  the  image  of  a  venerable 
friend  should  show  me  in  a  newspai)er ;  but  '  Senachi :    and   however  unfavourable   to   the 


m 
in  general,  I  would  rea^l  only  what  is  theo 
logical.     I  read  just   now  »omc  of   '  Drum-  ! 
mend's  Travels,'  before  I  perceived  what  books  | 
were  here.  I  then  took  up  *  Derham's  I'hysico-  ; 
Theology.'"  I 

Every  particular  concerning  this  island  \ 
iiaving  been  so  well  described  by  Dr.  Johnson,  ' 
it  would  be  su{)eriluoiis  in  me  to  present  the  I 
public  with  the  observations  that  I  made  upon  | 
It  in  my  Journal.  | 

I   was   quite   easy  with    Sir   Allan    almost 


Lowland  Scots,  he  seemed  much  pleased  to 
assume  the  appearance  of  an  ancient  Cale- 
donian. We  onl^  regretted  tliat  he  could 
not  be  prevailed  with  to  partake  of  the  social 
glass.  One  of  his  arguments  against  drinking 
ap{M?ars  to  me  not  convincing.  He  urged, 
that,  ^*  in  proportion  as  drinking  makes  a  man 
different  from  what  he  is  bet'ore  he  has  drunk, 
it  is  bad;  because  it  has  so  far  afletited  his 
reason."  But  may  it  not  be  answered,  that 
a  man  may  be  altered  by  it  for  the  better; 
instantaneously,     ifc  knew  the  great  intimacy  I  that  his  spirits    may  be  exhilarated,  without 


there  had   been  between   my  father  and   his  i  l"s  reason  l>cin^  atlected  i*     On    the   general 
pre<leeessor,  Sir  Hector,  and  was  himself  of  a  I  subject  of  drinkmg,  however,  I  do  not  mean 
very   frank    disposition.      After    dinner.    Sir  |  positively  to  take  the  other  side.     I  am  dnbius 
AlUn  said  he  had  got  Dr.  Campbell  al)out  a    «<>;  imj)rohm. 
hnndred  sub?cril>ers  to  his  "  lirit^innia  P^luoi- 


,  data"  (a  work  since  published  under  the  title 

of  *'  A   Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain  "), 

I  of  whom  he  lK*lieved   twenty  were  dead,  the 

'  publication  having  l>een  so  long  delayed.  John- 

i  Sox.     *'  Sir,  I  imagine  the  delay  of  publication 

(  is  owing  to  this  ;  —  that,  after  publication,  there 

.'   will  be  no  more  subscribers,  and  few  will  send 

'  the  additional  guinea  to  get  their  books:  in 

Which  they  will  be  wron^ ;  for  there  will  be  a 

preat  deal  of  instruction  m  the  work.    I  think 

oigfaly  of  Campbell.     In  the  first  place,  he  has 

Wery  grxnl  parts.     In  the  second  place,  he  has 


'rvUnd.  M*  diilingiiUhed  by  thr  knlKhtly  titli'salliidml  to  bv 

H|r  WaliiT—  Thp  \Vhiti>  KntMht.  thi>  Knlftht  of  Kcrnr.  and 

Knijttit  nrnijmn.    Thi>  fumM-r  i«  rxtinct,  or  rnvrKtHl  br  a 

■Ivileicmt  Into.  I  think,  thi;  F.arldom  of  Kingiborough. 


,  Hir  Wall 

i     1     C^Holvil 


In  the  evening,  Sir  Allan  informed  us  that 
it  was  the  (custom  of  the  house  to  have  prayers 
every  Sunday ;  and  Miss  Al'Lean  reati  the 
evening  service,  hi  which  we  all  joined.  I  then 
read  Ogden's  second  and  ninth  Sermons  on 
Prayer,  which,  with  their  other  distinguished 
excellence,  have  the  merit  of  being  short.  Dr. 
Jdhnstm  said,  that  it  was  the  moiit  agree- 
able Sunday  he  had  ever  passi^l ;  and  it  made 
such  an  impression  on  his  mind,  that  he  after- 
wards wrote  the  following  ode  upon  Inchken- 
ncth  :  — 


I  Dr.T.  Ga«trrll.  Bl5hop  of  Chester.  I7H;  died  WHt. 
Wri'-.ht. 
^  .St.'  afUi,  p.  I'JU.  and  p.  SHTi.  —  C. 
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INSULA  SANCTI  KENXETHI. 
VnfVA  qu'idem  tcgio,  ^d  rvligione  priorum 

NoU,  Cftlcdonias  panditur  intra  aijua«; 
Xitce  ubi  C«iinelbuspopuIo$  domuivsu  fcroce<f 

Dicitur,  et  vanos  dodociiisse  dtos. 
Hue  ego  delilus  placido  per  corrula  cursu 

Scire  Irwvini  volui  quid  daret  tile  noxu 
nil'  Lcnuidc^  humili  regnabat  in  «ull^ 

Li'ntados  niagnbi  nobiJitatus  avu; 
L'nd  dutu  hubuit  ca&a  cum  geiiitore  puclla^ 

ilua%  Amor  ondanira  fingcrel  e^se  dca*: 
Nun  tsnicn  incuiti  gvIidU  latueru  sub  sutrU, 

Acccdit  Daiiubii  quAJta  sicvus  hxibel ; 
Afollia  non  defraut  vacuo*  iK>t;iti;i  viLtit, 

Sivc  lihrn^  pOKcant  olia,  sive  lyram. 
Liixerat  \\U  dies,  Icgis  gens  doctit  supcrn« 

$pcft  huniinuni  ac  curas  cum  procut  e«M.' jubct. 
PontI  inter  »trepitu»  nAcri  mm  mun«ra  culruji 

CL-ss^ruui ;  plctas  hlc  quoquc  cum  fuit : 
Quid  qiuid  sHicnfici  vcrsftvit  femina  libro% 

Lefijitimas  iiiciunt  pectora  pnra  prtfcus. 
Quo  vagur  ulteriu&  ?  quod  ubique  requirilur  hie 
CM; 

Hlc  svcura  quics,  h\c  ct  honistus  ntnorJ 

Monday  J  Oct,  IBM. — We  ap*eed  to  pass  llie 
day  with  Sir  Allan,  aiid  he  cnpigcd  to  have 
every  thing  in  order  for  our  voyage  to- 
morrow. 

Bcini.'  now  soon  to  be  seporatc^i  from  our 
ttitiiable  friend  young  Coif  his  merits  were  all 
remembered.  At  Ulvn,  he  had  appearetl  in  a 
new  character,  having  jjiven  us  a  pood  pre- 
seription  for  a  cold.  Un  my  mentioning  iiim 
with  warmth,  Dr.  Johnson  »aid,  "  Cot  does 
every  thinj;  for  u»:  we  will  erect  n  statue  to 
CW/'  "  1  e«,"  said  I,  "  an<l  we  will  have  him 
with  his  various  attributes  and  characters^  like 
Mercury,  or  ajiy  other  of  the  heathen  goda. 
We  will  have  him  u8  a  pilot ;  we  will  have  him 
as  n  fisherman,  as  u  hunter,  us  &  husbamlmon, 
tt»  a  nhysicimn," 

I  this  morning  took  a  spade,  and  dug  n  little 
gnve  in  the  floor  of  b  ruined  chtipel*,  neftr  Sir 


TUhny  i.f  ii 
tjlmtftr  u  I 

llir.. 

pan- 

Iho    fnllriM! 


■<i'  Tcry   bcftiitlfiil,  but 
r,|  ;    of    thJ»    Jdbliton 

1  J.irii.  irr'i,  hf.even  .  ■'      !ie 

dtiiftetl  with  Ihem  i 

iiid  aildJtiuni.  a*  >i  ><  'in 

thL'»D    »cr«r»,   at  prini<a  [rntn    iii» 


ir<frka,   Tl>e  varUtJoiif  arc  marked  In  JUlU**, 

tKSULA  KENNETH  I,  INTER  HEBRIDAS. 

Pdrra  quld«n  rrnfio.  tod  r^UigwHC  pnomta 

Clavn  rANMotii,!'.  pnndlttir  inter  aquai. 
VcK«  '  inuiite  feroe«i 

Hue  '  ihi  ear>q, 

Si,  '.  .^..  no»l. 

lllJr  .  nibac  in  uuIa, 

L'  i.itui  «t(*. 

Qi, 

Moll  -   Uii,»  ut  L' 

•Si',  ,  tive  lyram. 

Li 

PtMl!  i-ullUI 

C-  ■(. 

A4r^._    ..■.,,.    _^ . .    ■_.», 


Allan  I^rLean's  honse^  in  which  I  buriiMJ  Bnroc 
human  bones  I  found  there.  Dr.  Jolinauu 
pnuiie<l  me  for  what  I  had  done,  tliou^h  Ii*t 
owned  he  eouJd  not  have  done  it.  He  showed 
in  the  chapel  at  Rosay  his  horror  at  dead  men^i 
bones.  lie  showed  it  a^ain  at  CoCa  hoiii$e. 
In  the  charter- room  there  was  a  remarkAblj 
large  Rhin-Vioiie,  which  was  suid  U^  hjivc  been  a 
bone  of  John  Garve  ',  one  of  the  liiird*.  Dr. 
Johnson  would  not  look  at  it,  but  started 
away. 

At  breakfast,  I  asked,  ^'  What  \&  the  re.ifton 
we  are  angry  at  a  trader's  having  opulence?  " 
Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  the  reitp<m  is  (thrjugh  I 
don't  undertake'to  prove  that  there  is  a  reajiocs) 
we  see  no  qualities  in  trade  that  should  i*ntitle 
a  man  to  superi^irity.  We  are  not  angry  nl 
a  soldier's  getting  riches,  l)ccauite  we  ncc  tiitit 
he  possesses  qunlitie^  which  we  have  not.  If 
u  man  returns  from  a  battle^,  hnvin;i:  lost  one 
hand,  and  with  tlie  other  full  of  pyiU  we  feel 
that  he  deserves  the  gold ;  but  we  Ciint»f»t  think 
that  a  fellow,  by  sitting  oJI  day  at  a  dceik,  iji 
entitled  to  get  above  us."  Boswrll.  "  But» 
Sir,  may  we  not  suppose  a  merchant  to  be  a 
man  of  an  enlarged  niind^  such  as  Addlaon  in 
the  Spectator  describes  Sir  Andrew  Freeport 
to  have  been  ?  "  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  w« 
may  suppose  any  fictitious  character.  We  ma^ 
suppose  a  philosophicjd  day -labourer,  who  it 
happy  in  rejecting  that,  by  hi*  labour,  he  ^f^n- 
tributes  to  the  fertilitv  of  the  earth*  and  to 
the  support  of  his  (cllowcrealures ;  but  wc 
find  no  such  philosophi*'jd  day-lahnurer.  A 
merchant  may,  perhaps,  be  a  num  of  enlargi;^!  I 
mind ;  but  tliere  ij?  nothing  in  trtMle  eom»cetcti.j 
with  an  etdarged  imn<L" 

I  mentioned  tiiat  1  had  heard  Dr.  s 
say  he  was  a  Swediiih   Laplander.     .1 
"  Sir,  I  don't  believe  be  is  a  Laplander.     Tb« 
Laplanders  are  not  much  above  four  feet  hi| 
He  is  as  tall  a«  you ;  and  h«  bjis  not  the  cttpp 


IbrtM? 


Quid,  <\w 

Siat  f)i 

Quo  vagor 

Hlc  icckixa  i^ulc 
The  re>isidcr  will  obiervr  that   mmt  of  tho  alt<»ratliiTM 


5«Mf  pro  trgtl4mt4  pirctora  pura  m^  fn  ; 
ba  then  «rrote 

LegitrmtufaciuMi  pura  l^tiu'lla  pr^-f^  ( 

whirh  mnre  niuirly    ai^i-iirfuirhot  Mr,  tlritwotl'i  f*r«lftQ, 
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colour  of  a  Laplander."  *  Boswell.  "  But  what 
motive  could  he  have  to  make  himself  a  Lap* 
lander?"  Johnson.  *^Why,  Sir,  he  must 
^ther  mean  the  word  Laplander  in  a  very 
extensive  sense,  or  maj  mean  a  voluntary 
degradation  of  himself.  *■  For  all  my  being  the 
great  man  that  you  see  me  now,  I  was  originally 
a  barbarian ;  *  as  if  Burke  should  say,  *  I  came 
over  a  wild  Irishman  *  —  which  he  might  say 
in  his  present  state  of  exaltation." 

Having  expressed  a  desire  to  have  an  island 
like  Inchkenneth,  Dr.  Johnson  set  himself  to 
think  what  would  be  necessary  for  a  man  in 
such  a  situation. 

**  Sir,  I  should  build  me  a  fortification,  if  I 
came  to  live  here ;  for,  if  you  have  it  not, 
what  should  hinder  a  parcel  of  ruffians  to  land 
in  the  night,  and  carry  off  every  thing  you 
have  in  the  house,  which,  in  a  remote  country, 
wo^ild  be  more  valuable  than  cows  and  sheep  ? 
add  to  all  this  the  danger  of  having  your  throat 
cut"    Boswell.  *'  I  would  have  a  large  dog." 
JoBNSON.  "  So  you  may.  Sir ;  but  a  large  dog 
is  of  no  use  but  to  alarm."     He,  however,  I 
apprehend,  thinks  too  lightly  of  the  power  of 
that  animal.     I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  is 
afraid  of  no  dog.     "  He  would  take  him  up  by 
the  hinder  legs,  which  would  render  him  (juite 
helpless ;  and  then  knock  his  head  against  a 
stone,  and  beat  out  his  brains."    Topham  Beau- 
clerk  told  me,  that  at  his  house  in  the  country, 
two  large  ferocious  dogs  were  fighting.     Dr. 
Johnson  looked  steadily  at  them  for  a  little 
while;  and  then,  as  one  would  separate  two 
iittle  boys,  who    are  foolishly  hurting  each 
other,  he  ran  up  to   them,  and  cuffed  their 
headjS  till  he  drove  them  asunder.*     But  few 
Uaen  have  his  intrepidity,  Herculean  strength, 
or  presence  of  mind.     Most  thieves  or  robbers 
"Would  be  afraid  to  encounter  a  mastilf. 

I  observed,  that  when  young  Col  talked  of 
the  lands  belonginfj  to  his  family,  he  always 
said  "my  lands."  For  this  he  had  a  plausible 
pretence;  for  he  tohl  me,  there  has  been  a 
Custom  in  this  family,  that  the  Laird  resigns 
the  estate  to  the  eldest  son  when  he  comes  of 
age,  reserving  to  himself  only  a  certain  life- 


i  SoUnder  (Daniel  Charlri)  was  born  in  Sorland,  in  Sw<n 
«l«i,  in  1736.  came  to  England  In  17fin.  and  became  F.  R.  S. 
tit  I7M.  In  I79(  he  accompanied  Banks  <n  hia  vojraRe  with 
Cook,  and  died  one  of  the  Librarians  of  the  British  Museum 
In  1783.  The  Bioa.  Diet,  says,  that "  he  was  a  short  fair 
^an,  rather  fat.  with  small  eyes,  and  good.huAoured  coun- 
tenance;"  now  Boswell  was  not  ihort.  I  lM?lieye  that  Sur- 
Utmi  maf  be  popularly  included  under  the  general  name  of 
and  tnere  rould  be.  I  suppose,  no  better  authority 


I  the  point  than  Solander's  own —  Cbokbr 
»  "  When 


we  iDquired."  says  Mrs.  Piotsi,  "into  the 
truth  of  this  stonr,  he  answered,  the  dogs  have  been  some- 
«1sat  magnified.  I  belieTe. 


vtoirt  young  poinUrt  j 


They  were,  as  I  remember,  two 
but  the  story  has  gained  but  liiUe." 


fiami,  p.  M8.     The  story  has  gained  everything.     Two  fero- 
doos  mui\tl*  and  two  puppy  p<4nters  are  very  different 
to  handle.  —  Cboksr,  IS46. 


rent.  He  said,  it  was  a  voluntary  custom ;  but 
I  think  I  found  an  instance  in  the  charter- 
room,  that  there  was  such  an  obligation  in  a 
contract  of  marriage.  If  the  custom  was  volun- 
tary, it  was  only  curious ;  but  if  founded  on 
obligation,  it  m^ht  be  dangerous;  for  I  have 
been  told,  that  in  Otaheite,  whenever  a  child  is 
born  (a  son,  I  think),  the  father  loses  his  right 
to  the  estate  and  honours,  and  that  this  un- 
natural, or  rather  absurd  custom,  occasions  the 
murder  of  many  children.' 

Young  Col  told  us  he  could  run  down  a 
greyhound ;  "  for,"  said  he,  "  the  doe  runs  him- 
self out  of  breath,  by  going  too  quick,  and  then 
I  get  up  with  him.*  ^  I  accounted  for  his 
advantage  over  the  dog,  by  remarking  that  Col 
had  the  faculty  of  reason,  and  knew  how  to 
moderate  his  pace,  which  the  dog  had  not  sense 
enough  to  do.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  He  is  a 
noble  animal.  He  is  as  complete  an  islander 
as  the  mind  can  figure.  He  is  a  farmer,  a 
sailor,  a  hunter,  a  fisher :  he  will  run  you  down 
a  do^ :  if  any  man  has  a  tot/^,  it  is  Col.  He  is 
hospitable ;  and  he  has  an  intrepidity  of  talk, 
whether  he  understands  the  subject  or  not.  I 
regret  that  he  is  not  more  intellectual." 

Dr.  Johnson  observed,  that  there  was  nothing 
of  which  he  would  not  undertake  to  persuade  a 
Frenchman  in  a  foreign  country.  **  I  *11  carry 
a  Frenchman  to  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  and  I  *U 
tell  him,  *  by  our  law  you  may  walk  half  round 
the  church,  but,  if  you  walk  round  the  whole, 
you  will  be  punished  capitally;*  and  he  will 
believe  me  at  once.  Now,  no  Englishman 
would  readily  swallow  such  a  thing :  he  would 
CO  and  inquire  of  somebody  else.'*  The' 
Frenchman's  credulity,  I  observed,  must  be 
owing  to  his  being  accustomed  to  implicit  sub- 
mission ;  whereas  every  Englishman  reasons 
upon  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  instructs  his 
representatives,  who  compose  the  legislature. 

This  day  was  pa.Hsed  in  looking  at  a  small 
island  a<ljoining  inchkenneth,  which  affonled 
nothing  worthy  of  observation;  and  in  such 
social  and  gny  entertainments  as  our  little 
society  could  furnish. 


3  It  seems,  however,  that  in  this  instance  the  custom  was 
carried  out.  All  that  Boswell  relates  of  Col,  from  his  very 
title  to  the  end,  looks  like  an  actual  ownership.  Johnson 
says.  "  Mr.  Maclean  of  Col  (the  father),  having  a  numerous 
family,  has  for  some  time  past  resided  in  Aberde<>n.  that  he  may 
superintend  their  education,  and  leaves  the  young  gentleman 
our  friend  to  govern  his  dominions  with  the  full  power  of  a 
Highland  Chief,"  and  when  poor  Col  was  M>on  after  drowned. 
Boswell  Ulks  (sub  IKth  Feb.  177.^)  of  the  next  brother  as 
his  successor,  though  there  is  no  reaM>n  to  Mippose  that  the 
father  had  died  in  that  short  interval.  —  Crokcr. 

*  This  is  not  spoken  of  hare -coursing,  where  the  game  is 
taken  or  lost  before  the  dog  gets  out  of  wind ;  but  in  chasing 
deer  with  the  great  Highland  greyhound,  CoTt  exploit  is 
feasible  enough.  — Walter  Scott. 

^  In  allusion  to  Monboddo's  theory,  that  a  perfect  man 
would  have  a  Uil.  —  Crokbr. 
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CHAPTER  XLin. 
1773, 

CuBf,  —  "  L«  CrefMiUjfies  /ntr6(iule»,"'  —  C^mat 
of  Mull,  —  Sums'  Ithmi.  —  hu^ltmkilL  —  i^nota^ 
tioH   from  Johnnott'B   Tour.  —  Brtyrn  to   A/«//.  — 

Pultrttey /V//.  —  Wtilftale,  —  Wilkft,  —  EngUtfi 

ami  JficUh  Ifi9tifty  comiHtmJ.  -^  "  TarAith  Spy," 

—  JV/yy.  —  Locfthv^'t  IfaT-naddle.  —  Shttp's- 
hmtin. —  Sail  to  Oban,  —  Galdmiith't  *'  Traveller.** 

—  ShenKtoMM  Ohxtrvtiiion  tin  Poyt.^^^  Jnmrnry. — 
Letirr  from  Gtirrick. — iJertti/n  *'^  Mvditttt'wn*" 
-^"  Mfdit^ithn  on  ft  PmtiliHg"  —^  Ciiuntr^  Srii/h' 
hours. '- —  CtxstU  of  lnvcniry,  —  Diik*  and  D»fJ*ts* 
of  Argffle.  —  InJiueHce  of  Peers, 

TtU'sdayy  Oct.  19. — ArrES  breakfast  we  took 
lejivc  of  the  young  liidiea^  nnd  of  our  excellent 
Lrompnniou  Col,  to  wboiu  we  hud  been  so  inucb 
obH;*;t.^d.  Hl*  had  isow  put  us  under  the  cnre 
of  his  chief;  and  was  to  hasten  back  to  Sky. 
We  iiurted  from  liirn  with  very  strong  feolings 
of  kindness  uud  gratitude,  and  we  hoped  to 
hart*  hud  acunc  future  opportunity  of  proving 
to  him  the  sincerity  of  what  we  felt;  but  in 
the  following  year  lie  was  unfortunately  lost  in 
the  Sound  biiween  Ulva  und  Mull* ;  and  this 
imperfect  memorial,  joined  to  the  high  hi>ncnir 
of  being  tenderly  and  respectfidly  mentioned 
by  Dr.  Johnson,  is  the  only  return  which  the 
uncertainty  of  human  events  has  permitted  us 
to  make  to  lliis  de^serving  voung  man. 

Sir  Allan,  who  ohlifring)y  undertook  to  i\C' 
company  us  to  Icolnikill,  had  a  strong  good 
bf»al,  with  four  stout  rowcra.  We  coasted 
lUong  MuU  till  we  reached  Gribon^  where  is 
what  i«  called  Mackinnon's  cave,  compared 
with  which  that  at  Ulinish  is  inconsiderable. 
It  ia  in  a  rock  of  great  height,  close  to  the  sea, 
Upon  the  left  of  it^  entrance  there  is  a  cascade, 
abiiOBt  perpendicular  from  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tx>m  of  the  rock.  There  is  a  tradition  that  it 
iras  eonducted  thither  artificially,  to  supply  the 
inhabitants  of  tlie  cave  with  water.  Dr.  John- 
son gave  n»»  credit  to  this  tradition.  As,  on  the 
one  liand,  his  faith  in  the  Christfan  religion  is 
firmly  founded  upon  goo<l  Hrrtninda;  so,  on  the 
other,  he  is  incredulous  when  there  ia  no  suf- 
ficient reason  ix'iT  belief;  bcin^  in  this  respect 
juat  the  reverse  of  modern  infidL-lst,  who,  how- 
ever nice  and  scrupulous  in  weighing  the  evi- 


1  Juit  opfwwii*  to M' QiiMTf**'*  litMJi*  tliAboat  wa*  iwarnTWvl 
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dences  of  religion,  are  yet  often  so  rcudy  to 
believe  the  most  absurd  and  improbable  tale* 
of  another  nature,  that  Lord  Hailew  well  ob- 
served, a  ^ood  cjsay  might  be  written  Sur  la 
Crednlite  ties  Iricrcdules. 

The  height  of  this  cave  I  cannot  tell  with 
any  tolerable  cxactneiDS ;  but  it  seemed  to  l>« 
very  lofty,  and  to  be  a  pretty  rcfruhir  arch. 
We  penetrated,  by  eandle-li  '  \  ; 

by  our  meaisuremeot,  no  less  i  ^.1 

and  eighty-five  feet.  TnuJ.iM.i  -.1.-,  .i.^.i  a 
piper  and  twelve  men  once  advanced  into  ihi* 
cave,  noliody  can  tell  how  far",  and  never 
returned.  At  the  distance  to  which  we  pro- 
ceeded the  air  was  quite  pure ;  for  the  candle 
burned  freely,  without  the  least  npjiear&iice  of 
the  tiamc  growing  globular;  but  lis  we  had 
only  one,  we  thought  it  dangerous  to  venture 
farther,  lest,  should  it  have  Ijeen  eAtlnguished, 
we  should  have  had  no  ineanfi  of  u.srertaining 
whether  we  eould  remain  without  danger.  Dr. 
Johnson  said,  this  was  the  greatest  natural 
curiosity  be  had  ever  seen. 

We  saw  the  ij«land  of  Stafla^  at  no  vrry  great 
disljince,  but  could  not  land  ujxm  it,  the  tmr^^e 
was  so  high  on  its  rocky  coast. 

Sir  Allan,  anxious  for  the  honour  of  MttU, 
was  still  talking  ol'  its  tntotls,  and  pointing  them 
out  to  Dr.  Johnson,  as  appearing  at  a  dniUiice 
cm  the  skirts  of  that  i.sland,  as  we  sailed  tilong. 
Jonwsos.  "  8ir»  I  saw  at  Tobermorie  what  ihey 
called  a  wood,  which  I  luiluckilv  ^lok  for 
heath.  If  you  show  me  what  I  shall  t«ke  for 
furze,  it  will  be  something.*' 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  Ashore  on  the 
coast  of  Mull,  and  partook  of  n  tohl  repjwt, 
which  we  carried  with  us-  We  ho|)ed  to  have 
procured  some  rum  or  brandy  for  our  lK>aliuen 
and  servants,  from  a  public-hou.se  near  where 
we  landed ;  but  unfortunately  a  funeraJ  a  few 
days  before  had  e&haufited  all  their  *f-orc.  Mr, 
Campbell,  however,  one  of  the  Duke  of  Ai^Tie'u 
tacksmen,  who  livetlin  tlie  neighbourhoiHi,  cm 
receiving  a  message  from  Sir  Allftn,  sent  vb  m 
liberal  supply. 

We  cuotmued  to  coast  along  Mull,  tnd 
passed  by  Kuns'  Island,  which,  it  U  Mid^ 
l>elon;xcd  to  the  nuns  ot'  Icolmki"  t -' 
which,  we  were  told,  tlie  stone  for 
there  was  taken.  A*  we  sailed  alui.^  .  ,  ,. 
light,  in  a  aea  »omewhut  rough,  and  often  Ik?- 
tweeu  blodk  and  gloomy  rock»,  Dr.  Juhnstoti 
siild,  **  If  thii$  be  not  roving  ammg  the  Uebrtdgg^ 


pra(««,  rpadprt  xH  unbom  will  tt«\  IhcU  piety  ir»nnnt  Ijy  ih» 
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nothing  is/*  The  repetition  of  words  which  he 
had  80  often  previously  used  made  a  strong 
impression  on  my  imagination;  and,  by  a 
natural  course  of  thinking,  led  me  to  consider 
how  our  present  adventures  would  appear  to 
me  at  a  future  period. 

I  have  often  experienced,  that  scenes  through 
which  a  man  has  passed  improve  by  lying  m 
the  memory ;  they  grow  mellow.  Acti  lahores 
suntjuaaidi.  This  may  be  owing  to  comparing 
them  with  present  listless  ease.  Even  harsh 
scenes  acquire  a  softness  bv  length  of  time ' ; 
and  some  are  like  very  loud  sounds,  which  do 
not  please,  or  at  least  do  not  please  so  much, 
till  you  are  removed  to  a  certain  distance. 
They  may  be  compared  to  strong  coarse  pic- 
tures, which  will  not  bear  to  be  viewed  near. 
Even  pleasing  scenes  improve  by  time,  and 
seem  more  exquisite  in  recollection,  than  when 
they  were  present ;  if  they  have  not  faded  to 
dimness  in  the  memory.  Perhaps,  there  is  so 
much  evil  in  every  human  enjoyment,  when 
present, — so  much  dross  mixed  with  it,  that  it 
requires  to  be  refined  by  time ;  and  yet  I  do 
not  see  why  time  should  not  melt  away  the 
good  and  the  evil  in  equal  proportions ;  — why 
the  shade  should  decay,  and  the  light  remain 
in  preservation. 

After  a  tedious  sail,  which,  by  our  following 
various  turnings  of  the  coast  of  Mull,  was 
extended  to  about  forty  miles,  it  gave  us  no 
small  pleasure  to  perceive  a  light  in  the  village 
at  Icounkill,  in  which  almost  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  island  live,  close  to  where  the  ancient 
building  stood.  As  we  approached  the  shore, 
the  tower  of  the  cathedral,  just  discernible  in 
the  air,  was  a  picturesque  object. 

When  we  had  landed  upon  the  sacred  place, 
which,  as  long  as  I  can  remember,  I  had  thought 
on  with  veneration,  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  cordially 
embraced.  We  had  long  talked  of  visiting 
Icolmkill ;  and,  from  the  lateness  of  the  season, 
were  at  times  very  doubtful  whether  we  should 
be  able  to  effect  our  purpose.  To  have  seen  it, 
even  alone,  would  have  given  me  great  satisfac- 
tion; but  the  venerable  scene  was  rendered 
much  more  pleasing  by  the  company  of  my 
great  and  pious  friend,  who  was  no  less  affected 
by  it  than  I  was ;  and  who  has  described  the 
unprei*sion8  it  should  make  on  the  mind,  with 
•uch  strength  of  thought,  and  energy  of  lan- 
^ge,  that  I  shall  quote  his  words,  as  convey- 
ing my  own  sensjitions  much  more  forcibly  than 
I  am  capable  of  doing :  — 

**  We  were  now  treading  that  illustrious  island, 
vhieh  was  once  the  luminary  of  the  Caledonian 
''tgions,  whence  savage  clans  and  roving  barbarians 


'  I  bare  \ntf\y  ob^errrA  that  tbU  thought  hat  be«n  ele* 
•tlj  expr«M«d  by  Cowlpjr :  — 
"  Tbinirt  which  offipnd  wh^n  preient,  and  affVight, 
In  memory.  well-iMiinted,  move  dolight."— Buswell. 
hit  odd  that  Mr.  Botwoll,  who  had  lately  made  lo  apt  a 
~""      from  the  .Eneld.  should  have  forgotten  the 
''  Fortan  et  hKC  olim  meminiMe  juvabit." 

A'n.  1.203. 


derived  the  benefite  of  knowledge,  and  the  blessings 
of  religion.  To  abstract  the  mind  from  all  local 
emotion  would  be  impossible  if  it  were  endeavoured, 
and  would  be  foolish  if  it  were  possible.  Whatever 
withdraws  us  from  the  power  of  our  senses,  what- 
ever makes  the  past,  the  distant,  or  the  future,  pre- 
dominate over  the  present,  advances  us  in  the  dig- 
nity of  thinking  beings.  Far  from  me,  and  from 
my  friends,  be  such  frigid  philosophy  as  may  con- 
duct  us  indifferent  and  unmoved  over  any  ground 
which  has  been  dignified  by  wisdom,  bravery,  or 
virtue.  That  man  is  little  to  be  envied,  whose 
patriotism  would  not  gain  force  upon  the  plain  of 
Marathon^  or  whose  piety  would  not  grow  warmer 
among  the  ruins  of  lona  /  "  ' 

Upon  hearing  that  Sir  Allan  McLean  was 
arrived,  the  inhabitant^  who  still  consider 
themselves  as  the  people  of  McLean,  to  whom 
the  island  formerly  belonged,  though  the  Duke 
of  Argjle  has  at  present  possession  of  it,  ran 
eagerly  to  him. 

We  were  accommodated  thb  night  in  a 
large  barn,  the  island  affording  no  lodging 
that  we  should  have  liked  so  well.  Some  good 
hay  was  strewed  at  one  end  of  it,  to  form  a 
bed  for  us,  upon  which  we  lay  with  our  clothes 
on ;  and  we  were  furnished  with  blankets  from 
the  village.  Each  of  us  had  a  portmanteau  for 
a  pillow.  When  I  awaked  in  the  morning,  and 
looked  around  me,  I  could  not  help  smilmg  at 
the  idea  of  the  chief  of  the  McLeans,  the  great 
English  moralist,  and  myself,  lying  thus  ex- 
tended in  such  a  situation. 

Wednesday^  Oct,  20. — Early  in  the  morning 
we  surveyed  the  remains  of  antiquity  at  this 
place,  accompanied  bv  an  illiterate  i(ellow,  as 
cicerone^  who  called  hunself  a  descendant  of  a 
cousin  of  Saint  Columba,  the  founder  of  the 
religious  establishment  here.  As  I  knew  that 
many  persons  had  already  examined  them,  and 
and  as  I  saw  Dr.  Juhnson  inspecting  and  mea- 
suring several  of  the  ruins  of  which  he  has 
since  given  so  full  an  account,  my  mind  waa 
quiescent ;  and  I  resolved  to  stroll  among 
them  at  my  ease,  to  take  no  trouble  to  inves- 
tigate minutely,  and  only  receive  the  general 
impression  of  solemn  antiquity,  and  the  par- 
ticular ideas  of  such  objects  as  should  of  them- 
selves strike  my  attention. 

We  walked  from  the  monastery  of  nuns  to 
the  great  church  or  cathedral,  as  they  call  it, 
along  an  old  broken  causeway.  They  told  us 
that  this  had  been  a  street,  and  that  there 
were  good  houses  built  on  each  side.  Dr. 
Johnson  doubted  if  it  was  any  thing  more 
than  a  paved  road  for  the  nuns.  The  convent 
of  monks,  the  great  church,  Oran's  chapel,  and 
four  other  chapels,  are  still  to  be  discerned. 


An  hour  will  come,  with  pleasure  to  relate 
Your  lorrowa  past,  at  beneflu  of  fate.  —  Drwdfn. 

CaoKaa. 
>  Had  our  tour  produced  nothing  else  but  this  sublime 
passage,  the  worM  must  huve  acknowledged  that  it  was  not 
made  in  vain.  The  present  respectable  President  of  the 
Royal  Society  TSir  Joseph  Banks]  was  so  much  struck  on 
reading  it,  that  he  clanped  his  hands  together  and  remained 
for  some  time  in  anatutude  of  silent  admiration. —  Boswaix. 
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But  I  must  own  thixt  Ic«olmkiU  did  not  answer 
my  expc'ctaiions ;  for  tUt'y  wf  re  high,  trrmi 
wiiiit  1  had  rend  of  it,  :ind  still  more  from  what 
1  Uudhcurd  and  thought  of  it,  iVom  my  earliest 
yfiirs-  Dr.  Johtiwin  siiid  it  came  up  to  his 
t'xpectations,  becauw  lie  hml  tttken  his  impreS' 
sion  from  nn  nccount  of  it  subjoined  to 
Sftchevrrers  History  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  wht're 
it  is  said,  tl»erc  i^  not  much  to  be  seen  here, 
We  were  both  diBappointed,  when  wc  were 
ehowij  whttt  are  callea  the  inonument«?  of  the 
kings  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Denmark,  and 
of  a  king  of  France.  There  are  only  some 
grave-stones  flat  on  the  earth,  and  we  could 
nee  no  inscriptions.  How  far  short  was  this  of 
warble  monument*.  Idee  those  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  which  I  had  imagined  here!  The 
gravr-stones  of  Sir  Allan  McLean's  family, 
anil  of  that  of  M'Qunrric^  had  ns  good  an  ap- 
]>eanmce  us  the  royal  grave-stones,  if  they 
were  royal ;  we  doubted. 

My  eiwine.'is  to  give  credit  to  what  I  heard 
in  the  course  of  our  Tour  was  too  preat.  Dr. 
Johnskm's  p.'^^uHar  accuracy  of  investigation 
detected  mtich  traditional  fiction,  and  many 
l^ross  mistakes.  It  is  not  to  l>e  wondered  at 
that  he  was  provoked  by  people  carelessly 
telling  him,  with  the  utmost  rea^iiness  and 
confidence,  what  he  found,  on  questioning 
them  a  little  more,  was  erroneous.  Of  this 
there  were  innumerable  inatances.' 

I  left  him  and  Sir  Allan  »t  bnndcfaaL  in  our 
bam,  and  stole  back  a^iim  to  the  cathetlral,  to 
indulge  in  3olitu<le  and  devout  meditation. 
While  contemplating  the  venerable  ruins,  1 
reflected  with  much  satisfaction,  that  the 
solemn  scenes  of  piety  never  lose  thctr  sanctity 
and  influence,  though  the  care«  and  follies  of 
lite  may  prevent  us  from  visiting  them,  or 
may  even  niiike  us  fancy  that  their  eflects  are 
only  '*  as  yesterday,  when  it  h  past,"  and  never 
again  to  be  perceived.  I  hoped  that  ever 
ttller  having  been  in  this  holy  jdacc,  I  should 
mauttain  an  exemplary  conduct.  One  has  a 
strange  profiensity  to  &x  upon  some  f»oint  of 
time  from  whence  a  better  course  of  life  amy 
begin. 

IJcing  desirous  to  visit  the  opposite  shore  of 
the  island,  where  Saint  Columba  is  said  |o 
h;*ve  landed,  I  procured  a  horse  from  one 
M'Ginnia,  who  ran  along  as  my  guide.  The 
M'Ciinnisies  are  said  to  be  a  branch  of  the  dan 
of  AI'Lc^m.  Sir  Allan  had  been  told  that  this 
nuuj  had  refuued  to  send  him  some  rum,  at 
which  the  knight  wa^  in  great  indignation, 
••  You  nkscal !  "  said  he,  "  don't  you  know  that 
lean  hung  you,  if  I  please?'*  Not  a«lverting 
to  tJu*  chicflaiji's  iHiwcr  over  his  clan,  I  imagiiicd 
that  8ir  Alhin  had  known  of  miim  capital 
crime  that  the  Ibllow  liad  committA?d,  whirli  he 
could  discover,  and  w.»  get  him  eondemneil; 


»  SiMf  poMt,  Tth  Tfih.  ITTV  -  c. 

•  Qu«re  eifarfur   but  H  U  cteawt  in  nil  Ihv  nlUlotii, 
■ad  proLa(>Jr  rigtttly.    Or.  Juhntuii--.  whichever  »i>rO  tie 


and  said,  "How  so?**  — "Wliy,"  «iid  Sir 
Alluj),  "are  th»'y  n<it  ;dl  my  people  F"  Si-n^ible 
of  my  inotlvertcncy,  and  most  wn  n- 

tribute  what  1  could  towards  the  n 

of  feudal  authority,  "  Very  tme.  -nMJ  1. 
Sir  Allan  went  on  ;  "  Refuse  to  send  rum  to 
me^  you  rascal !  Don't  you  know  that  if  [ 
order  you  to  go  and  cut.  a  mun'ti  throat,  you 
are  to  do  it?"  —  "Yes  an't  pl"'?"«('  M.nr  hoiuiur? 
and  my  own  too,  and  htmg  ;  "     llie 

poor  fellow  denied  that  he  lit  to  i*cn<i 

the  rum,  W\A  making  these  protosnions  was 
not  merely  a  pretence  in  presence  of  his  chief; 
for  after  he  and  I  were  out  of  Sir  Allan's 
hearing,  he  told  me,  '*  Had  he  sent  hi*  dog  fc»f 
the  rum,  1  would  have  given  it :  I  wotJd  cut 
my  bones  for  him"  It  was  very  remarkable 
to  find  such  an  attachment  to  a  chief,  though 
he  had  then  no  connection  with  the  ialiuid,  and 
had  not  Ix-en  there  for  fourteen  years.  Sir 
Allan,  by  way  of  upbraiding  the  fellow,  «aid, 
*'  1  believe  you  are  a  Campbell** 

Tliti  pbi^*e  which  I  went  to  see  is  about  two 
miles  lirom  the  village.  They  call  it  Porta- 
wherry,  from  the  wherry  in  which  Columlia 
came ;  though,  when  they  *how  the  length  of 
his  vessel,  u.«i  marked  on  the  bea4'h  br  two 
heaps  of  stones,  they  say,  ^*'  Here  ia  the  feitgtb 
of  the  Currach^'  using  the  Erse  worel. 

Icolnvkill  is  a  fertile  island.  The  inhabitauij 
exi?ort  some  cattle  and  grain ;  and  I  waa  loW 
they  import  nothing  but  iron  and  salt.  They 
are  industrious,  and  make  their  "•  "  "■*'•• 
and  linen  cloth  ;  and  they  brew  :i 
beer,  which  we  did  not  find  in  an)  .  .„.  ... 
islands. 

W^e  set  sail  again  about  mid-day,  and  in  the 
evening  landed  on  Mull,  near  the  hou^e  of  the 
Rev,  Mr.  Neil  Maclcod,  who  having  U'en  in- 
ibrmed  of  our  coming,  by  a  meisacc  frtwu  Sir 
Allan,  came  out  to  meet  us.  We  were  this 
night  very  agreeably  entertained  at  his  hou*e» 
Dr.  Johnson  observeil  to  me  that  he  w9j«  the 
cleaiiest'headed  *  man  that  he  hatl  met  with  in 
the  W'estem  Inlands.  He  seemed  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Johnson's  «•''«<■■-  ■»♦ 
courteously  said,  "  I  have  been 

to  ^ou,  though   I  never  had  th_   i .       . 

seemg  you  before." 

He  told  us  he  had  lived  for  some  time  in  Su 
Kilda,  under  the  tuition  of  the  minister  or 
cat«2€liJ5t  there,  and  had  there  fii'st  read  Horace 
and  Virgil.  The  scenes  which  they  desinhc 
must  have  been  a  strong  contrast  lo  the  dreary 
waste  around  him, 

Thursday,  Oct.  21. — ^This  morning  die 
subject  of  politics  was  introduced,  Joiiksou* 
*'  Puheney  *  was  as  paltry  a  fellow  ns  could  U*. 
He  was  a  AMitg  who  r»reten<le«l  to  be  honeft'; 
and  yoji  know  it  is  ridrndou^  for  n  Whig  10 
pretend  to  be  honest.     He  cannot  hold  it  ailtJ" 


UiMl  •-  ntPttiiti  DO  duulH,  toott  |i>g)cal  —  fr«na.l CTotft  prv^odOci. 
^  The  ' grfof  Carl  nt  B«U>/—  C«okm* 
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He  called  Mr. Pitt  a  meteor;  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  a  fixed  star.  He  said, "  It  is  wonderful 
to  think  that  all  the  force  of  goyemment  was 
required  to  prevent  Wilkes  from  being  chosen 
the  chief  magistrate  of  London,  though  the 
liverirmen  knew  he  would  rob  their  shops,  — 
knew  he  would  debauch  their  daughters.*  * 

BoswELL.  "  The  History  of  England  is  so 
strange,  that,  if  it  were  not  so  well  vouched  as 
it  is.  It  would  hardly  be  credible.*'  Joumson. 
"  Sir,  if  it  were  told  as  shortly,  and  with  as 
little  preparation  for  introducing  the  different 
events,  as  the  History  of  the  Jewish  Kings,  it 
would  be  equally  liable  to  objections  of  imr 
probability."  Mr.  Maclcod  was  much  pleasea 
with  the  justice  and  novelty  of  the  thought. 
Dr.  Johnson  illustrated  what  he  had  said  as 
follows:  **Take,  as  an  instance,  Charles  the 
First's  concessions  to  his  parliament,  which 
were  greater  and  greater,  in  proportion  as  the 
parliament  grew  more  insolent,  and  less 
deserving  of  trust.  Had  these  concessions 
been  related  nakedly,  without  any  detail  of  the 
circumstances  which  generally  led  to  them, 
they  would  not  have  been  believed." 

Sir  Allan  McLean  bragged,  that  Scotland 
had  the  advantage  of  England  by  its  having 
more  water.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  we  would  not 
have  your  water,  to  take  the  vile  bogs  which 
produce  it.  You  have  too  much !  A  man 
who  is  drowned  has  more  water  than  either  of 
us ; "  — and  then  he  laughed.  (But  this  was 
surely  robust  sophbtry;  for  the  peonle  of 
taste  in  England,  who  have  seen  Scotlanu,  own 
that  its  variety  of  rivers  and  lakes  makes  it 
naturally  more  beautiful  than  England,  in  that 
respect.)  Pursuing  his  victory  over  Sir  Allan, 
he  proceeiled ;  "  Your  country  consists  of  two 
things,  stone  and  water.  There  is,  indeed,  a 
little  earth  above  the  stone  in  some  places,  but 
%  very  little ;  and  the  stone  is  always  appearing. 
It  b  like  a  man  in  rags  —  the  naked  skin  is 
still  peeping  out." 

He  took  leave  of  Mr.  Macleod,  saying,  "  Sir, 
I  thank  you  for  your  entertainment,  and  your 
conversation." 

Mr.  Campbell,  who  had  been  so  polite  yester- 
day, came  this  morning  on  purpose  to  break- 
fast with  us,  and  very  obligmgly  furnished  us 


>  I  think  It  incumbent  on  me  to  make  some  observation  on 

thU  tcronB  Mtirical  mUjt  on  mjr  claMical  companion,  Mr. 

VTilke*.     Reporting  it  lately  from  memory,  in  hit  pretence, 

I  expreaaed  it  thui :  ^I'hey  knew  he  would  rob  their  ihopt, 

f/  ke  durst ;  they  knew  be  would  debauch  their  daughters, 

^fke  could ;  "  which,  according  to  the  French  phrase,  maybe 

imU  rmckfrir  on   l)r.  Johnson ;    but  on  looking  mto  my 

Journal,  I  found  it  as  above,  and  would  by  no  means  make 

%ny  addition.  Mr.  Wilkes  received  both  readiiigi  with  a  good 

Ikamaur  that  1  cannot  enough  admire.    Indeed  both  he  and 

1  <as.  with  respect  to  myself,  the  reader  has  more  than  once 

^•d  ooca»ion  to  observe  in  the  course  of  this  Journal)  are  too 

1  of  a  ten  mot,  not  to  relish  it,  though  wc  should  be  our- 

••Ivea  the  object  of  it.    Let  me  add,  in  justice  to  the  gentle- 

t  here  meationed,  that,  at  a  subsequent  period,  he  was 

ted  chief    magistrate  of  London,  and  discharged    the 

Avtit*  of  that  high  office  with  great  honour  to  himself,  and 

•drutage  to  the  city.    Some  years  before  Dr.  Johnson  died, 

1  was  fortunate  enough  to  bring  him  and  Mr.  'Wilkes  to- 

fHlMr  ;  th«  consequence  of  which  was.  that  they  were  ever 

lAarwards  on  easy  and  not  unfriendly  terms.  The  particulars 

lakall  have  great  pleasure  in  reUtlug  hereafter.  —  Boawau.. 


with  horses  to  proceed  on  our  journey  to  Mr. 
McLean's  of  Lochbuy,  where  we  were  to  pass 
the  night.  We  dined  at  the  house  of  Dr. 
Alexander  McLean,  another  physician  in  Mull, 
who  was  so  much  struck  with  the  uncommon 
conversation  of  Dr.  Johnson,  that  he  observed 
to  me,  "This  man  is  just  a  hogshead  of 
sense."  * 

Dr.  Johnson  said  of  the  "  Turkish  Spy," 
which  lay  in  the  room,  that  it  told  nothing  but 
what  every  body  might  have  known  at  that 
time ;  and  that  what  was  good  in  it  did  not 
pay  you  for  the  trouble  of  reading  to  find  it. 

After  a  very  tedious  ride,  through  what 
appeared  to  me  the  most  gloomy  and  desolate 
country  I  had  ever  beheld,  we  arrived,  be- 
tween seven  and  eight  o'clock,  at  Moy,  the 
scat  of  the  Laird  of  Lochbuy.  Buy^  in  Erse, 
signifies  yellow,  and  I  at  first  imagined  that 
the  loch  or  branch  of  the  sea  here  was  thus 
denominated,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Red 
Sea ;  but  I  afterwards  learned  that  it  derived 
its  name  from  a  hill  above  it,  which,  being  of  a 
yellowish  hue,  has  the  epithet  of  Btty. 

We  had  heard  much  of  Lochlnafa  being  a 
ffreat  roaring  braggadocio,  a  kind  of  Sir  John 
FalstaflT,  both  in  size  and  manners;  but  we 
found  that  they  had  swelled  him  up  to  a  fic- 
titious size,  and  clothed  him  with  imaginary 
qualities.  CoTs  idea  of  him  was  equally  ex- 
travagant, though  very  different :  he  told  us 
he  was  quite  a  Don  Quixote;  and  said,  he 
would  give  a  great  deal  to  see  him  and  Dr. 
Johnson  together.  The  truth  is,  that  Lochbuy 
proved  to  oe  only  a  bluflf,  comely,  noisy,  M 
gentleman,  proud  of  his  hereditary  con- 
sequence, and  a  very  hearty  and  hospitable 
landlord.  Lady  Lochbuy  was  sister  to  Sir 
Allan  M'Lcan,  but  much  older.  He  said  to  me, 
"  They  arc  quite  Antedduviaiu.'^  Being  told 
that  I)r.  Johnson  did  not  hear  well,  iZchbuy 
bawled  out  to  him,  "  Are  you  of  the  Johnstons 
of  Glencro,  or  of  Ardnamurchan  ? "  Dr. 
Johnson  gave  him  a  significant  look,  but  made 
no  answer ;  and  I  told  Lochbuy  that  he  was 
not  Johns/r^R,  but  Johnson,  and  that  he  was  an 
Englishman.' 

Lochbuy  some  years  ago  tried  to  jirove  him- 
self a  weak  man,  liable  to  imposition,  or,  as 


See  poit,  sub  ISth  Mar.  1776.  8th  May.  17SI,  and  21  tt  May, 
1783.  See  also,  a*  to  Wilkes's  magisterial  services  during 
the  riots,  sub  June  1780.  —  Crokbb. 

3  A  metaphor  which  might  rather  have  been  expected 
from  M'Qiuirrie  than  the  Doctor  ;  but  I  believe  that  it  Is  a 
common  northern  expression  to  signify  great  capacity  of 
intellect.  — CaoKBK. 

3  Boswell  totally  misapprehended  I.ocAbuv's  meaning. 
There  are  two  septs  of  the  powerful  clan  of  M' Donald,  who 
are  called  Mac- Ian,  that  is,  John'M-son  ;  and  as  Highlanders 
often  translate  their  names  when  they  go  lo  the  Lowlands, 

—  as  Gregor-son  for  Mac-Gregor,  Furquhar.son  for  Mac- 
Farquhar,  —  Lochbuy  supposed  that  Dr.  Johnson  might  be 
ono  of  the  Mac>Ians  of  Ardnamurchan.  or  of  Glencro. 
Boswell's  explanation  was  nothing  to  the  nurpote.  The 
Jokiutotu  are  a  clan  distinguished  in  Scottish  border  history, 
and  as  brave  as  any  HigkUtnd  clan  that  ever  wore  brogues ; 
but  they  lay  entirely  out  of  Lochbuif'*  knowledge—  nor  was 
he  thinking  of /Arm.  —  Walter  Scorr.  The  Mac-lans  of 
Ardnamurchan,  a  distinguished  clan,  are  descended  fk-om 
/on— John,  a  younger  son  of  Angtu  More,  King  of  the  IsIm. 

—  Cbambbu,  1S46. 
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we  term  it  in  Scotland,  vl  facile  man,  in  order 
to  set  aside  a  lease  which  he  had  granted  ;  but 
failed  in  the  attempt.  On  my  mentioning  this 
circumstance  to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  seemed  much 
surprised  that  such  a  suit  was  admitted  by  the 
Scottish  law,  and  observed,  that  "  in  England  no 
man  is  allowed  to  stultify  himself."  ^ 

Sb"  Allan,  Lochbuy^  and  I,  had  the  conversa- 
tion chiefly  to  ourselves  to-night.  Dr.  Johnson, 
being  extremely  weary,  went  to  bed  soon  after 
supper. 

Friday^  Oct.  22.  —  Before  Dr.  Johnson  came 
to  breakfast,  Lady  Lochhuy  said,  "  he  was  a 
dungeon  of  wit;"  a  very  common  phrase  in 
Scotland  to  express  a  profoundness  of  intellect, 
thouffh  he  afterwards  told  me  that  he  never 
had  heard  it.*  She  proposed  that  he  should 
have  some  cold  sheep's  head  for  breakfiist.  Sir 
Allan  seemed  displeased  at  his  sister's  vulg&rity, 
and  wondered  how  such  a  thought  should  come 
into  her  head.  From  a  mischievous  love  of 
sport,  I  took  the  lady's  part ;  and  very  gravely 
said,  "  I  think  it  is  but  fair  to  give  him  an  offer 
of  it.  If  he  does  not  choose  it,  he  may  let  it 
alone.**  "  I  think  so,"  said  the  lady,  looking  at 
her  brother  with  an  air  of  victory.  Sir  Allan, 
finding  the  matter  desperate,  strutted  about 
the  room,  and  took  snuff.  When  Dr.  Johnson 
came  in,  she  called  to  him,  "  Do  you  choose 
any  cold  sheep's  head.  Sir  ?  "  "  No,  Madam," 
said  he,  with  a  tone  of  surprise  and  anger.'  "It 
is  here,  sir,"  said  she,  supposing  he  had  refused 
it  to  save  the  trouble  of  bringing  it  in.  They 
thus  went  on  at  cross  purposes,  till  he  con- 
firmed his  refusal  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mis- 
understood ;  while  I  sat  quietly  by  and  enjoyed 
my  success. 

After  breakfast,  we  surveyed  the  old  castle, 
in  the  pit  or  dungeon  of  which  Lochhuy  had 
some  years  before  taken  upon  him  to  imprison 
several  persons ;  and  though  he  had  been  fined 
in  a  considerable  sum  bv  the  Court  of  Justi- 
ciary, he  was  so  little  affected  by  it,  that  while 
we  were  examining  the  dungeon,  he  said  to  me, 
with  a  smile,  "  Your  father  knows  something 
of  this;"  (iUluding  to  my  father's  having  sat 
as  one  of  the  judges  on  his  trial.)  Sir  Allan 
whispered  me,  that  the  laird  could  not  be  j)er- 
suaded  that  he  had  lost  his  heritable  jurisdic- 
tion.* 


•  ThU  maxim,  however,  has  been  controTerted.  See 
"  Biticksto»e's  Cotnmentarirt"  vol.  ii.  p  2U2. ;  and  the  autho- 
ritln«  there  quoted Boswell. 

3  It  U  alto  cnmroon  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  la  some, 
what  more  emphatic  th.in  the  eiilogj-  In  a  former  page,  of  being 
a  hogshead  of  sen«e.  —  Crokrs. 

3  Bt'gRing  iMirdon  of  the  Doctor  and  hit  conductor,  I  have 
often  Men  and  partaken  of  cold  theep't  head  at  at  good 
breAkfast'tabtet  as  ever  they  tat  at.  Tnit  protest  it  tome- 
thing  in  the  manner  of  the  late  Culrostie,  who  fought  a  duel 
for  the  honour  of  Aberdeen  butter.  I  have  past^  over  all 
the  Doctor's  other  reproaches  upon  Scotland,  but  the  sheep's 
bead  I  will  defend  totis  viribus.  Dr.  Johnson  himself  must 
have  forgiven  my  leal  on  this  occasion ;  for  if,  as  he  savs. 
dinmer  lit  the  thmg  of  which  a  man  thinks  o/lenest  durmg 
tht  day,  break/eut  must  be  that  of  which  he  tMu\% first  in  the 
nuirmng  —  Walter  Scott. 

*  The  criminal  Jurisdictions  exercised  by  the  feudal  pro- 
prietors in  Scotland  were  suppressed  after  the  rebellion  by 
statute  2D  Geo.  II.— Crokkr.  IMA. 

&  Sir  Allan  M'Lean,  like  many  Highland  chiefs,  was  em- 


We  then  set  out  for  the  ferry,  by  which  we 
were  to  cross  to  the  main  land  of  Argyleshire. 
Lochhuy  and  Sir  Allan  accompanied  lu.  We 
were  told  much  of  a  war-saddle,  on  which  this 
reputed  Don  Quixote  used  to  be  mounted; 
but  we  did  not  see  it,  for  the  young  laird  had 
applied  it  to  a  less  noble  purpose,  having 
taken  it  to  Falkirk  fair  vnth  a  mrove  of  bloM 
cattle. 

We  bade  adieu  to  Lochhuy^  and  to  our  very 
kind  conductor',  Sir  Allan  M'Lean,  on  tlie 
shore  of  Mull,  and  then  got  into  the  ferry- 
boat, the  bottom  of  which  was  strewed  with 
branches  of  trees  or  bushes,  upon  which  we 
sat.  We  had  a  good  day  and  a  fine  passage, 
and  in  the  evening  landed  at  Oban,  where  we 
found  a  tolerable  mn.  After  having  been  so 
\oncr  confined  at  different  times  in  Islands,  from 
which  it  was  always  uncertain  when  we  could 
get  away,  it  was  comfortable  to  be  now  on 
the  main  land,  and  to  know  that,  if  in  healUi, 
we  might  get  to  any  place  in  Scotland  or  Eng- 
land in  a  certain  number  of  days. 

Here  we  discovered,  from  the  conjectures 
which  were  formed,  that  the  people  of  the 
main  land  were  entirely  ignorant  of  our 
motions ;  for  in  a  Glasgow  newspaper  we  found 
a  paragraph,  which,  as  it  contains  a  just  and 
well-turned  compliment  to  my  illustrious  friend, 
1  shall  here  insert :  — 

*'  We  are  well  assured  that  Dr.  Johnson  is  con- 
fined by  tempestuous  weather  to  the  isle  of  Sky ;  it 
being  unsafe  to  venture  in  a  small  boat  upon  sudi 
a  stormy  surge  as  is  very  common  there  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  Such  a  philosopher,  detained  on 
an  almost  barren  island,  resembles  a  whale  left 
upon  the  strand.  The  latter  will  be  welcome  to 
every  body,  on  account  of  his  oil,  his  bone,  &c., 
and  the  other  will  charm  his  companions,  and  the 
rude  inhabitants,  witti  his  superior  knowledge  and 
wisdom,  calm  resignation,  and  unbounded  benero- 
leuce." 

Saturday^  Oct.  23.  —  After  a  ^ood  night's 
rest,  we  breakfasted  at  our  leisure.  W'e 
talked  of  Goldsmith's  Traveller,  of  which  Dr. 
Johnson  spoke  highly  ;  and  while  I  was  help- 
ing him  on  with  his  great  coat,  he  repeated 
from  it  the  character  of  the  British  nation, 
which  he  did  with  such  energy,  that  the  tear 
starteil  into  his  eye  :  — 


barrassed  in  his  private  affairs,  and  exfKMed  to  un; 
solicitations  from  attorneys,  called,  in  Scotland,  writen 
(which  indeed  was  the  chief  motive  of  bis  retiring  to  Incb- 
kenneth).  Upon  one  occasion  he  made  a  visit  to  a  friend, 
tlien  residing  at  Carron  lodge,  on  the  banks  of  the  Carron, 
where  tlie  banks  of  that  river  are  studded  with  preCtr  villas . 
Sir  Allan,  aiimiritig  the  landscape,  aiked  his  Irlena,  wbom 

that  handsome  seat  belonged  to.    "  M ,  the  writer  to  the 

signet,"  was  the  reply.  "  Umph  ! "  said  Sir  Allan,  but  aoC 
with  an  accent  of  assent,  "  I  mean  that  other  house."  *'  Oh  ! 

that  belongs  to  a  very  honest  fellow,  Jamie ,  also  a  writer 

to  the  signet."  "  Umph ! "  said  the  Highland  chief  of 
M'Lean.  with  more  emphasis  than  before,  "  And  yon  smaller 
house  ?  "  That  belongs  to  a  Stirling  man  ;  I  forget  his  name, 
but  I  am  sure  he  is  a  writer  too;  for— ^."  Sir  Allan, 
who  bad  recoiled  a  quarter  of  a  circle  backward  at  ererr 
response,  now  wheeled  the  circle  entire,  and  turned  his  baca 
on  the  landscape,  saying,  "  Mv  good  friend,  1  must  own  yoa 
have  a  prettv  situation  here ;  bat  d-^  your  neif  hbourhood." 


—  Walter  Hcott. 
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**  Stem  o'er  each  bosom  reason  holds  her  state, 
With  daring  aims  irregularly  great. 
Pride  in  their  port,  deBanee  in  their  eye, 
I  tee  the  lords  of  humankind  pass  by. 
Intent  oo  high  designs,  a  thoughtful  band. 
By  forms  unfashion'd,  fresh  from  nature's  hand ; 
Fierce  in  their  native  hardiness  of  soul. 
True  to  imagined  right,  above  controul. 
While  even  the  peasant  boasts  these  rights  to 

scan. 
And  learns  to  venerate  himself  as  man.**' 

We  could  get  but  one  bridle  here,  which, 
aooording  to  the  maxim  detur  digrdori^  was  ap- 
propriate to  Dr.  Johnson^s  sheltie.  I  and 
Joseph  ro<1e  with  halters.  We  crossed  in  a 
fcrrv-boat  a  pretty  wide  lake,  and  on  the 
farther  side  of  it,  close  by  the  shore,  found  a 
hut  for  our  inn.  We  were  much  wet.  I 
chained  my  clothes  in  part,  and  was  at  pains 
to  ffet  myself  well  dried.  Dr.  Johnson  reso- 
lutely kept  on  all  his  clothes,  wet  as  they  were, 
letting  tliem  steam  before  the  smoky  turf  fire. 
I  thought  him  in  the  wrong ;  but  his  firmness 
was,  perhaps,  a  species  of  heroism. 

I  remember  but  little  of  our  conversation. 
I  mentioned  Shenstone^s  saying  of  Pope,  that 
he  had  the  art  of  condensing  sense  more  than 
any  body.  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  It  is  not  true. 
Sir.  There  is  more  sense  in  a  line  of  Cowlev 
than  in  a  page  (or  a  sentence,  or  ten  lines  —  I 
am  not  quite  certain  of  the  very  phrase)  of 

POTC."* 

He  maintained  that  Archibald,  Duke  of 
^i^le,  was  a  narrow  man.  I  wondered  at 
this ;  and  obsenred,  that  his  building  so  great 
a  house  at  Inyerary  was  not  like  a  narrow 
man.  "  Sir,**  said  he,  "  when  a  narrow  man 
has  resolved  to  build  a  house,  he  builds  it  like 
another  man.  But  Archibald,  Duke  of  Argyle, 
was  narrow  in  his  ordinary  expenses,  in  his 
quotidian  expenses.*'  ' 

The  distinction  is  very  just.  It  is  in  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  life  that  a  man's  liberality 
or  narrowness  is  to  be  discovered.  I  never 
heard  the  word  quotidian  in  this  sense,  and  I 
ima^ned  it  to  be  a  word  of  Dr.  Johnson's  own 
fmbncation;  but  I  have  since  found  it  in 
Young's  Night  Thoughts  (Night  fifth). 


**  Death's  a  destroyer  of  quotidian  prey," 

and  in  my  fnend^s  Dictionary,  supported  by 
the  authorities  of  Charles  I.  and  Dr.  Donne.^ 

It  rained  very  hard  as  we  journeyed  on  afler 
dinner.  The  roar  of  torrents  from  the  moun- 
tains, as  we  passed  along  in  the  dusk,  and  the 
other  circumstances  attending  our  ride  this 
evening,  have  been  mentioned  with  so  much 
animation  by  Dr.  Johnson,  that  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject." 

We  got  at  night  to  Inverary,  where  we 
found  an  excellent  inn.  Even  here.  Dr.  John- 
son would  not  change  his  wet  clothes. 

The  prospect  of  good  accommodation  cheered 
us  much.  We  supped  well ;  and  after  supper, 
Dr.  Johnson,  whom  I  had  not  seen  taste  any 
fermented  liquor  during  all  our  travels,  called 
for  a  gill  of  whisky.  "  Come,"  said  he,  "  let 
me  know  what  it  is  that  makes  a  Scotchman 
happy ! "  He  drank  it  all  but  a  drop,  which  I 
begged  leave  to  pour  into  my  glass,  that  I  might 
say  we  had  drunk  whisky  together.  I  pro- 
posed Mrs.  Thrale  should  be  our  toast.  He 
would  not  have  her  drunk  in  whisky,  but 
rather  "  some  insular  lady ; "  so  we  drank  one 
of  the  ladies  whom  we  had  lately  left.  He 
owned  to-night,  that  he  got  as  good  a  room 
and  bed  as  at  an  English  inn. 

I  had  here  the  pleasure  of  finding  a  letter 
from  home,  which  relieved  me  from  the  anxiety 
I  had  suffered,  in  consequence  of  not  having 
received  any  account  of  my  family  for  many 
weeks.  I  also  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Garrick, 
which  was  a  regale  as  agreeable  as  a  pine-apple 
would  be  in  a  desert:  He  had  favoured  me 
with  his  correspondence  for  many  years ;  and 
when  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  were  at  Inverness,  I 
had  written  to  him  as  follows:  — 


BOSWELL  TO  GARRICK. 

"  iDTeraeu,  Sundaj,  August  29th,  1773. 
*'My  dear  Sir, —  Here  lam,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Johnson  actually  with  nic.  We  were  a  night  at 
Fores,  in  coming  to  which,  in  the  dusk  of  the  even- 
ing, we  passed  over  the  bleak  and  blasted  heath 
where  Macbeth  met  the  witches.  Your  old  pre- 
ceptor repeated,  with  much  solemnity,  the  speech. 


>  MiM  RefiK>Idt,  in  her  Recolkctions,  tayi  that  Johaton 
taltf  k^  that  be  h«d  written  thete  line*  for  Goldsmith  ;  but 


tblf  U  aooCber  Inttance  or  the  inaccuracy  of  even  the  moat 
|>lan«ible  witnesses.  See  aiUe,  p.  174.  Johnson  was  fond  of 
rcptating  these  beaittifuJ  lines,  and  his  having  done  so  to 
Iftas  Reynolds,  no  doubt,  led  to  her  mistake :  he  was  incapa- 
M#  of  aijy  such  deceit.  —  Ciokbb. 

«  •*  Pope's  talent  lay  remarkably  In  what  one  may  naturally 
wwngh  term  the  condensation  of  thoughts.  I  think  no 
otisOT  Bogtisb  poet  ever  brought  so  much  sense  into  the 
wmm  number  of  lines  with  equal  smoothness,  ease,  and 
■oorieal  boauty.  Let  him  who  doubts  of  this  peruse  the 
Mwms  on  Man  with  attention."  — Siknw/cmr's  Ettayt  on  Men 
mmd  Mmtners.  "  He  [Gray]  approved  an  observation  of  Shen< 
m&Bfp  that  *  Pope  had  the  art  of  condensing  a  thought.'  " 
^VlOtoU*'  Remmtscences  qf  Gray,  p.  37.  And  Swift,  him- 
Mir  a  freat  condenser,  says, 

**  In  Pope  1  cannot  read  a  line 
But  with  a  sigh  1  wish  it  mine ; 
When  he  can  in  one  couplet  fix 
More  sense  than  I  can  do  in  six." 

P.  CimNINOHAM. 


3  This  information  Johnson,  no  doubt,  derived  through 
bis  early  friends,  the  Misses  Cotterel,  who  were  acquaintances 
of  the  widow  of  Duke  Archibald's  predecessor.  See  anti, 
p.  79.  —  Crokbr. 

<  Chaucer,  Shakespeare,  and  Milton  use  it  substantively, 
for  an  ague,  returning  every  day.  But  PhHIips's  World  nf 
Words  has  it  in  the  general  sense  of  daily.  So  has  Blount  in 
his  Glossographla.—CROKKR.  Phillips  stole  every  thing  that 
is  good  in  the  World  of  Words  from  the  Glossographia.  — 
P.  CcmnNOBAM. 

>  As  the  fine  passage  referred  to  Is  short  as  well  as  striking, 
I  shall  venture  to  give  it :  — 

"  The  night  came  on  while  we  had  vet  a  great  part  nf  the 
way  to  go,  though  not  to  dark  but  tnat  we  could  discern 
the  cataracts  which  poured  down  the  hills  on  one  side,  and 
fell  into  one  general  channel  that  ran  with  great  violence  on 
the  other.  The  wind  was  loud,  the  rain  was  heavy,  and  the 
whittling  of  the  blast,  the  fall  of  the  shower,  the  nuh  of  the 
cataracts,  and  the  roar  of  the  torrent,  made  a  nobler  chorus 
of  the  rough  music  of  nature  than  it  had  ever  t>een  my 
chance  to  hear  before."  —  Joumqf.  —  Crokbb. 
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*  Ho«r  Ut  U  *t  called  to  Fores?    WhM  are  theae. 
So  witlwr'd  •nti  sq  wild  in  thelf  »ttire  ?'  Ac. 

This  d^y  we  visited  the  ruins  of  Macbeth's  castle 
at  InvemcM.  1  have  had  great  romanllc  satlsfac- 
tian  ill  seeing  JuhnvJii  upon  the  clas!ilca]  scenes 
uf  Shidkffpeare  lit  ScotLi^d ;  wliich  I  rLally  lookcil 
upon  N«  atmost  as  improbable  us  that  *  Birnam 
Wood  liiouid  come  to  Dunsinnne.'  Indeed,  as  I 
hftvc  mlirays  bt>eii  accustomed  to  view  him  as  aper- 
mftnent  I^ndon  object,  it  would  nut  be  much  more 
wonderful  to  me  to  sec  Si.  Paul's  church  moving 
Along  where  we  now  are.  As  yet  tvc  have  travelled 
ia  pust-chai*e* ;  but  to-morrow  we  are  to  mount  on 
htir%ebaek«  and  ascend  into  ibe  mountains  by  Fort 
Augustus  attd  iO  on  tu  the  ferry,  where  we  arc  to 
ero«9  to  Sky.  We  »hall  see  that  iittand  fully,  and 
then  visit  some  more  of  the  Hebrides  ;  after  which 
we  are  to  land  in  Argylcshire,  proceed  by  Glosguw 
io  Auchinleck,  repose  there  a  competent  time,  and 
then  retiirti  to  Edinburp;h,  from  whence  the  Rambler 
will  depart  for  old  Kni^rl^md  again,  as  soon  as  he 
find*  it  convenient.  Hitherto  wc  have  had  a  rery 
pro-pcruu«  expedition.  I  flatter  myisclf,  tervrtHr 
ail  imu(H,  ^tui/fV  ab  ittctptn  proccurrit.  He  is  in  ex- 
cellent spirits  And  1  have  a  rich  journal  of  liis  con* 
ver^tton.  Look  l«ick,  Dary  ',  to  Lichfield ;  run 
op  tlimugh  the  time  that  has  elap.^ed  leince  you 
tir^t  knew  Mr.  JuhnM>n,  and  enjoy  with  me  liis 
present  eitraordinary  tour.  I  could  not  resiJit  the 
iinpulM*  of  writing  to  you  from  tliis  place.  The 
situation  of  the  old  castle  correspond*  exactly  to 
Skak«>peare*«  description.  While  we  were  there 
today,  it  happened  oddly,  that  a  raven  perched 
upon  one  of  the  chinmey.top&,  and  croaked.  Then 
1  in  my  turir  repeated  — 

*  The  raven  himiielf  is  hoarisc. 

That  eroaks  the  fatal  entrance  of  Duncan 

Under  my  battlemeni.H,* 

*'  I  wiih  yoii  had  been  with  us.  Think  what 
enthiuijutie  happiness  I  shall  have  to  see  Mr. 
Samuel  Johnwn  walking  among  the  romantic  rocks 
and  woods  of  tny  anecKtors  at  Auchinleck  I  Write 
to  nie  at  Edinburgh.  You  owe  me  his  ver&e^  on 
^eat  George  and  tuneful  Cihber,  and  the  bad 
versc-<t  which  led  him  to  make  his  fine  ones  on 
Philips  the  musician.  Keep  your  promise. and  let 
roe  have  them.  I  offer  tny  very  >»e*t  compliment* 
to  Mr*.  Garrick,  and  ever  am  your  warm  adnurer 
amd  friend,  Jamxs  Boswxll." 

His  answer  was  as  foUorws :  — 

GARRICK  TO  BOSWELL. 

*'  Hjunpton,  I4tb  Septumbcr,  1773. 
"  DiAR  SiOj^i— You  stole  away  from  London, 
and  left  us  all  in  tlie  lurch ;  for  wt;  expected  you 
one  ni^hl  at  the  club,  and  knew  nothing  of  ynur 
departure.  Hud  I  paid  ytui  what  I  owed  yon  for 
the  Ijook  you  bought  for  me.  I  should  onty  hate 
grieved  for  the  lo&s  of  your  company,  and  slept  with 

*  I  [fink  ih..  ntMPfty  of  glvtof  tJiti  fmtlMar  app#llatlcm  to 
pnjr  '  ihJ,  to  bring  1)1  a  mi»rc  lively  initiin«r  to 

hi*  the  |wrlo<l  when  he  wiu  Dr.  Johown't 

t  t 

m  ' 
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a  quiet  conscience:  but,  vounded  m  it  it.  It  tnust 
remain  %o  till  I  see  you  again,  Itiough  1  am  nun 
our  good   friend   Mr.  Johnson  wUJ     '      '  the 

debt  for  me,  if  you  will  lei  bim.     ^  t  ©f 

your  journey  to  Tores,  the  roem,  old  .,    ^c 

made  me  half  mad.  Are  you  not  rather  too  late  in 
the  year  for  fine  weather,  which  is  tiie  life  and  toul 
of  seeing  places  ?  I  hope  your  pUnaurc  will  cion- 
tinue  tfueUU  ah  inceptoj  &c. 

'*  Your  friend,  ^ *  threatens   tat  tnucb.      I 

only  wls^h  that  he  would  put  his  ihnni^  in  cxivu- 
tion,  and,  if  he  printe;  ht5  play.  I  will  fot^ixit  bitn. 
I  remember  he  complained  to  you  thai  hi»  l»oiik- 
SL'ller  called  for  the  money  for  *omc  cupie*  of  his 
[Luiiad],  which  1  subscribed  for,  and  tluit  1  de- 
sired him  to  call  again.  The  truth  is,  that  my  wife 
was  not  at  borne,  and  that  fur  weeks  togetli^  1 
have  not  ten  sliillirg»  in  my  pocket.  Howcrer* 
had  it  been  otherwise,  it  was  not  so  great  a  crime 
to  dniw  his  poetical  vengeance  upon  ine.  I  den-pine 
all  tliat  he  can  tiiOy  and  am  glad  that  1  can  so  eauily 
get  rid  of  him  and  bis  ingratitude.  I  otn  haxdmetl 
lioth  to  abuse  and  ingratitude.  You,  I  am  «ure, 
will  no  more  recommend  your  poetasters  to  my 
civility  and  gixjd  officii 

"  Shall  I  recommend  to  you  a  plav  uf  V  -^  inlui 
(the  Prometheus)^  published  and  tnn  -or 

old  Morcll,  who  is  u  goi>d  scholar,  aii.  ,iut- 

ance  of  mine?  It  will  be  but  halt^-guuit^  and 
your  name  shall  be  put  in  the  list  1  am  making 
for  him.  You  will  be  in  very  good  company.  Sow 
for  the  epitaphs  ( 

[  TAjji  r</fr»  to  iht   epittifjh  on    7"   "  .'  t&« 

cemes  on  (Jeorpe  thr  SrcmitJ,  am!  W, 

a*  his  poet  iautrat^for  vhkh  nee  u-..  ,-.     .    j 

"  I  have  no  more  paper,  or  I  should  hare  aid 
more  to  you.  My  love  to  you,  and  rcspecu  to  Mt, 
Johnson^     Yours,  ever,  D.  GaaftiOL. 

**  I  can't  write.     I  have  the  gout  in  my  liajuL  '*^ 

Smtkn/t  Oct.  24.  —  We  pa<>9cd  tbe  fort>nocm 
ciilmly  and  placidly.  1  prevailed  on  Dr.  jnltit- 
soji  to  read  aloud  Ogdiin's  sixth  S+*ratf>n  on 
Prayer,  which  he  did  with  a  di-i 
sion,  and  pleasing  Bolemtiity,  ii 
favourite  preacher,  his  t'legunt  hingunr;.,  atJ 
remarkable  accutcneas;  and  said,  ht'  fotjgbt 
iiitidoU  with  their  own  weaj»ons. 

As  a  s]Jociuien  of  Ogdeu  s  toanner,  I  iiiacrt 
the  following  paissagc  from  the  seniiOrt  whifh 
Dr.  .Johnson  now  read.  The  preacher,  after 
argiiin^  against  that  vain  t>hil4>M,i>ttv  which 
tijaintains,  in  conformity  with  tli 


I 


ciple  of  eternal  necoAsity,  or  i 
predelennination,  that  the  oidy  ti: 
for  otbers,  although  we  are  exli 
for  thein,  is  to  prodtire  gr.M>d  d 
ourselves  towartls  them,  thus  e  . 
self:-- 


ti- 
de 

m 


Sll'i 


the  two  W«H 
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**  A  |iUin  tn»n  may  be  apt  to  Ank,  Btii  if  thU 
then*  thmi((h  enjoined  in  the  Holy  Scripture^,  Is  to 
bv  m^  tcaI  Aim  luid  intention.  >v hen  I  Am  tauj;l:jt  to 
pr«v  for  otUei  pefnons^  why  i«  il  ihtft  I  do  not 
ptAinty  40  cxprcsM  it  ?  Why  is  not  the  form  uf  the 
{M-tition  Immgbt  ncurvr  to  thei  ttitanin/*  ?  Give 
tht^n,  wiy  I  to  our  Iteavcnly  Father,  what  is  {;fooil. 
But  t)ii«.  t  >tm  to  (incterst^ind,  will  he  as  it  will  bv^ 
■nd  i»  not  for  mt«  to  nitvr.  What  i&  it  then  that  I 
Kin  doing?  I  nm  desiring  to  hecome  charitable 
myftelf;  and  why  nmy  I  not  ptninty  say  f*i>?  l* 
tlt^>rc  »h««if  lu  it.  Of  impiety  ?  The  ^rish  is  laud- 
ably :  why  should  I  form  dt^'ciirnK  to  hide  it  ?  —  Or 
I*  '■'  -'  l»ettcr  to  hcbrouj»ht  alK»it  by  indirect 
Tri  1  this  nrtful   maufier  ?      Ala*  !  who  is 

it  '^  lid  iinpoxe  on  ('      From  whom  can  it 

tnt,  in  ihii  eommeroc,  th^t  I  desire  to  hide  any 
IhiAg?'  When,  a*  my  Saviour  commands  nie,  1 
h»vc  Ventured  into  my  closet,  and  thut  my  door,* 
tb»r«  are  hut  twti  ptu-lies  privy  to  ray  devotions, 
Got!  and  my  own  heart :  which  of  tlie  two  ain  1 
dsoviTing  ?  " 

r    ■ 


tliJl        ! 

rL   to 


I  to  havo  more  books,  and,  upon 
iJiere  were  any  in  ihe  house^  was 
I  waiter  hml  Bonie,  whicli  were 
him ;  but  I  reroUect  tinne  of 
]5t  Ilervcy's  MediUtioas.  He 
iL  Ntingly  of  this  admired  book.     He 

tr<.„..  .  ,.  wih  ridicuie,  and  would  uot  allow 
*rrvn  die  Rvim  of  the  dying  husl/antl  and 
father  to  he  iiiuhetic,  1  am  not  an  impartial 
jui%r ;  for  ticrvey's  Meditations  engaged  my 
affiNtioTi^  in  my  early  \ears.  He  read  a  pnsBugc 
ro  lie  moon,  mdicroualy,  and  slioweii 

h«'  '•  miild,  in  the  same  style,  mxdco 

rcUtcUL'iis  I  •  nif]!ti,  the  very  reverw*  of 

Flervoy'*,  vi  :  her  as  treacherous  to 

m«nkinH.  lie  ni  mi**  with  much  humour; 
but  1  have  not  preserved  the  particulars.  He 
ih  *  ..  I  I  . -,j  ji  pliiyful  fancy,  in  makint/  a 
AE  n  a  Puilding,  ol  which  I  hastily 

*  1''-  f"- -'-nee,  the  following  note ; 

r,  may  serve  to  give  my 


>fciijTATiov  otf  A  nmtktKG. 

**LBt  tia  aeriouily  reflect  af  what  a  pudding  is 

!t  »  eompoaed  of  flour  thai  om-c  waved 

:.    auil    drank   the  dewa  of  the 

rsTMod  from  thp  nwrllinjf  ndder 

t,y    ,„r  '       r  .1.       I.      .... „;ii-.>.^;^^ 

I'  n- 

.1    .  ,        .         ■  ^  U'd 

no  ainh«iiou9t  thoughts  of  wan* 

rmrd  nO  plaat  for  the  destruc^ 

r^  :  nidk,  which  in  drawn 

mimnli^  thnt  eats  the  grassi 

UH  with  thnt  Tvhicli    iruidu 

kJ  «if  mankind  in  the  age 

tb.  ,  ^■'.'•*\  to  call  golden.     It  i* 

witb  ao  egg,  that  miracle  of  nature,  whieh  the 


19^' 


t^Uhtttud    (IlkA  bfv  lUter.   Lady 


theoretical  Uurnut  has^  compared  to  creation.  An 
egS  coiitAins  water  within  iubenutifid  sinooth  »ttr. 
face  i  and  an  unformed  mntt,  by  die  incubation  of 
the  porvntt  beeoroes  a  regular  anitnaU  fumiaUed 
with  Ujncs  and  &Laew«»  and  eovered  with  feiuhi-ra. 
Li't  us  euniiider  :  can  there  bi*  mt>rv  wanting  to 
eomplete  the  ineditjttinn  on  a  pudding?  If  tuutv 
is  wanting',  more  may  lie  fownd  It  contains  xah, 
whieh  keep%  the  sea  from  putrefnetion  :  fialt,  whteli 
is  made  the  image  of  intellectual  excellencei  eoii' 
tributes  to  the  formation  of  a  pudding,"* 

In  a  Magazine  I  found  a  wiying  of  Dr 
Joht>aon's  something  to  tJiis  puryKi^c  ;  thnt  tjic 
happiest  part  of  a  man'^  life  is  what  he  pa»vsc*3 
lying  awake  in  b«d  in  the  morning.  I  read  it 
to  him.  He  *aid,  **  1  may,  perhapA,  liavc  »ai<l 
this;  for  noboily,  at  times,  talk*  more  laxly 
than  T  do,"  I  ventured  to  suggest  to  him, 
that  this  was  dangerous  from  one  of  his  au- 
thority, 

I  5f>oke  of  tiTing  in  the  country,  and  npon 
what  footing  one  should  tic  witJi  uc*ghbcuir». 
I  observed  that  some  people  were  afVaid  of 
being  on  too  easy  a  footing  with  them^  from  im 
apprebeusion  that  their  time  would  not  be 
their  own.  He  made  the  obvious  remark,  that 
it  depended  mucdi  on  what  kind  of  neigh- 
bours one  hai*,  whether  it  was  desirable  to  be 
on  an  easy  fijoting  with  them  or  not.  I  men- 
tioned a  I  erf  ain  biironet,  who  told  me  he  never 
WIV3  hiippy  in  the  country,  till  he  w>is  nr>t  on 
speaking  terrni?  %vlth  his  ncighboura,  whieh  he 
contrived  in  diflerent  ways   to    bring   about. 

"  Lord ^,'*said  he,  ** stuck  long;  but  t\i  last 

the  fellow  pounded  my  pigs,  ami  then  I  got 
rid  of  him.*  Joajtsow.  "Nay,  Sir,  my  l«»rd 
got  rid  of  Sir  John,  and  showed  bow  little  he 
valued  him,  bv  putting  his  pigy  in  the  |K»und.'* 

t  Udd  Dr.  Johnson  I  was  in  some  iLtlimltv 
how  to  act  at  Inverary.  I  had  reason  to  think 
that  the  Duche^js  of  Ar^»yl  '  '  '  d  me,  «>n 
account  of  my  zeal  in  the  1  '  ine  ♦ ;  hut 

the  Duke  of  Ari'-I  •  -  ^'     l  .  n  plen^rd 

to  treat   me  wit!  Tliey   w«*re 

now  at  the  r*a*(i  ,  «ry  shnrt  wjJk 

from  our  inn ;  and  the  cpie^stion  was  whether  I 
should  go  and  pny  my  res(M:»et-8  then?.  Dr. 
Johnson,  to  whom  I  had  atated  the  ea^%  woh 
clear  that  I  ought ;  hut,  in  his  uauid  way.  he 
waa  very  fhy  of  diweovering  a  tlesire  to  b« 
invite<l  tlicre  him»<idf.  Thotjgli,  frtxu  a  con- 
viction of  the  benefit  of  siil  '  i  to 
society,  he  has  always  shown  i'  ■  t  to 
persons  of  high  runk,  when  he  [ji(|.fM  jm  m  ti»  Im 
in  their  coinpsiny,  yet  hi«  pride  of  cbarnetifr 
h:(-  .'•-•»■  Tu  k1..  l.ini  Mitirei  ivgninjit  any  appear- 
jreat.  He-iidc*,  he  wm 
<:iH  ^  i:^gow,  where  he  exjieet4Hi 
letters.     At  the  some  ttmc  he  wi%  I  believe, 


etiafaArr  tn  th 

-     ftot 

rm  wh.-vt  mnh    , 

0>.-.»u...u..„ 

1.111  am 

cc  a 

r.-UL    ail. 
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!li»g  to  hare  attention  paid 
cliiffltuin,  and  so  exalted  a 
ijiunt'iijuii.  ill*  iu»i?tfd  [hikl  I  t^buuld  not  go 
to  tlic  t'ii»tk'  this  day  bcibro  dinner,  jis  it  woidd 
look  liki'  sii'king  an  inviliitioo.  *'  But,"  said 
I,  **  if  the  duke  invitt'a  iw  to  dine  with  him  t«i- 
morrow,  ahull  we  m.*»fept  ?  **  **  Ye*),  Sir,"  I 
thiuk  he  8aid^  '*  tt»  he  sure.*'  But  he  adiled, 
«  He  won't  ask  us.  "  I  mentioned^  that  I  was 
(afnud  wy  compauy  might  be  disii^reenble  to 
iho  duchesi.  lie  treated  this  objeeliou  with  u 
maidy  disdain :  '*  That,  Sir,  he  intist  settle 
with  his  wite."  We  dine«l  well.  I  went  to 
tb«  j\a.<itle  just  aljout  the  time  when  I  sup- 

r8t*d  the  Indies  would  be  rttire*!  from  dinner, 
sent  in  mv  name;  and,  being  shown  in, 
fountl  the  Jimiable  duke  sitting  at  the  head  of 
his  table  with  several  gentlemen.  1  was  modt 
|Militely  n*ceivcd,  and  gave  his  gruce  stuiio  jjur- 
tieularg  of  the  curious  Journey  which  I  hiid 
been  making  with  Dr.  Johnson.  When  wc 
rtwe  from  ttible,  the  duke  said  to  me,  "  1  liope 
you  and  Dr.  Johnsiui  will  dine  with  us  to- 
laorrow."  I  thunked  hi:*  grace ;  but  told  hiiu, 
my  Irieiid  wits  in  a  greut  hurry  to  got  baek  to 
London.  The  duke,  with  a  kind  complacency, 
suid,  "  Jle  will  sUy  one  day;  and  I  will  tdce 
Cttre  he  shall  see- this  place  to  advantage."  I 
said,  1  f^honhl  lie  sure  to  let  him  know  his 
grace's  invitation.  As  I  was  going  away,  tJie 
d»dtc  said,  ''Mr.  Bosw ell,  won't  you  have  some 
tea?  "  T  thought  it  best  t^j  get  over  the  meet- 
ing with  theduehe^ii  this  night;  so  respectfully 
agreed.  I  w^ua  eonduet^nl  to  the  drawing-room 
by  the  duke,  who  announced  my  name ;  but 
the  duehesst,  who  was  sitting  with  fier  daughter, 
Lady  Betty  Hamilton  •,  and  uome  other  hirlics, 
took  not  the  least  notice  of  me.  I  should  have 
been  mortifie<l  at  Iwing  thus  coldly  received  by 
a  lady  of  whom  I,  witJi  the  rest  of  the  world, 
have  idways  entertained  a  very  hi";h  atbnira- 
tion,  hud  I  not  been  consoled  by  tlie  obliging 
attention  of  ihe  duke. 

When  I  returned  to  the  inn,  I  informed 
Br  Johnson  of  the  Duke  of  Argyh/s  invitation, 
with  which  he  was  much  pleased,  and  readUy 
a<^eepted  of  it  We  tnlked  of  a  violent  contest 
whit-h  was  tht-n  carrying  on,  with  a  view  to  the 
next  general  election  for  Ayrshire;  where  one 
of  the  candidates,  in  ot-dcr  to  undermine  the 
old  nnd  eitabliahcil  interest,  had  artfully  held 
himself  out  as  a  ehiuupion  for  the  independency 
of  the  county  against  aristtjcratic  influence,  anil 
hiid  persuaded  several  gentlemen  into  a  res^jlu- 
tion  to  oi>jio5e  every  candidate  who  wiu?  sup- 
ported by  peers.  ^* Foolish  fellows!*' said  Dr. 
Jnhnson,  "don't  they  flee  that  they  are  as  much 
dependent  upon  the  peers  one  way  as  tlie  other. 
The  (leera  have  but  to  oppose  a  candidate,  to  ! 
inisure  him  sueeess.  It  is*  said,  the  only  way  j 
to  make  a  pig  go  fttrward  i»  to  pull  him  back  | 
by  the  tail.     The,4e   jjcople   muflt  be  treated 


riy  tlie   ta 
like  piiTs." 


pigt 


t  AaiM-wiird4  Caiiii(i'H<»rO0ff1iy.  — Crokbr. 


CIUPTER  XLin. 
1773. 

fnrrraty    CoMttt^  —  Bi^fwp   /it 

Dimtjlof.   —  Juptmtf.   —  /i  — 

KoMednW  Jloutt. —  /.oehlofHo'  .  jJ<iUMf. 

—  Smolitti'i  AUj»»mrHt. —  Gl't    .  j  fu  FuWi<ar«« 
^e.  —  LoudoHH    CtiniU,  —    y'f.vVi.A'.  ^  I>um' 

donvUd    Ctintle,  —  EijHntoun*     CfuiU Auckim- 

tfcA,  —  BtuweWt  Fuihtr.  —  Anectlote*^  — HamiUau, 

—  Edintmryh, 

Monday^  Oct,  25. — Sit  acipiaintance,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  M*Aulay,  one  of  the  miuiHtci-s  of  In- 
verary,  and  brother  to  our  good  friend 
der,  came  to  us  this  morning,  and  aeeomj 
us  to  the  castle,  where  1  i)resenled  Dr.  Johl 
to  the  Duke  of  iVrg}'le.  We  were  ah 
through  the  house;  and  I  never  ahuU  forget 
the  impression  made  upon  my  fancy  by  some 
of  the  ladies*  maids  tripping  about  in  neat 
morning  dresses.  After  seeing  lor  a  long  time 
little  but  rusticity,  their  lively  manner,  and 
gay  inviting  apjx.'ii ranee,  pleased  roe  so  much, 
that  I  thought  for  a  moment  I  could  Uate 
been  a  knight-errant  for  them.- 

We  then  got  into  a  low  one-horse  chAir, 
ordered  for  us  by  the  duk»j^  in  whi-  ii  "'^  ''roT« 
about  the  place.    Dr.  John,^on  w;i  nek 

by  the  firrandeur  and  elegimce  of  ^         \r\y 

seat.  He  thought,  h<»wever,  tlie  castle  too 
low,  and  wished  it  had  been  a  story  Uigbcr. 
He  Baid,  "  What  1  admire  here  is  the  tot«l 
defiance  of  exijense."  I  had  »  particular  pride 
in  showing  him  a  ijreat  numl>er  of  fine  old 
trees,  to  eomj^vensate  lor  the  nakedness  whicli 
bad  made  such  an  impres^iou  on  him  on  the 
eaAl<>rn  const  of  Scotlnntl. 

When  we  came  in,  before  dinner,  we  found 
the   duke   anil    some  gentlemen    in    the    hadL 
Dr,  Johnson   took  much  notice  of  the   Ur^ 
collection  of  arms,  which  are  exi'ellently  din- 
ixi9e<l  there.     I  told  what  he  hat!  said  to  Sir 
Alexander  M'Donald,   of   his    ance^torB   not 
suflTerlng  their  arms  to  rust.     *'  Woll,"  said  the 
d(x:tor,  "  but  let  U8  be  glad  we  live  in  times 
when  arms  may  rust.    We  can  *\t  U>-i\ny  »♦  hi* 
grace's  table,  without  imy  risk  of  1  » 
and  perhaps  sittbg  down  agaii 
maimed."     The  duke  placed  Dr. 
himself  at  table.     I  was  in  fiiw 
though  sensible  that  1  had  the  i 
not  being  in  favour  with  the  iJ 
not  in  the  least  disconcerted,  nn 
grace  some  of  the  dish  that  was  1 
must  be  owned  that  1  woe  in  th' 
quite  unconcerned,  if  I  could.    1  w.-w  the  Ihtke 
of  Argyle's  guest;  and  I  had  no  reaimn  U)  nwp- 
pose  that  he  had  adopteil  the  nrejudicee  and 
re,scntinenta  of  Uic  Duchess  of  Itamillou, 

tbaC  mf  venrrtiblr  r«l[aw-tniiv(»Uer  •houUl  h«v»  road  lllll 
pAuaigw  without  ceatorlnf  mj  le?lty...>  Batwcu.. 
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I  knew  it  was  the  rule  of  tnodcrn  high  life 
not  lo  drink  to  any  body ;  but,  that  I  might 
have  the  satijjfaction  for  once  to  look  the 
duehesB  in  the  face,  with  a  glass  in  my  liaDd«  I 
with  a  respect ful  uir  addressed  her»  "My  Lady 
I)itrh<>s,  I  hiivc  the  honour  to  tjrinic  your 
jBpnioc's  good  hralth."  I  repented  the  wonts 
audibly,  uiul  with  a  steady  countenance.  This 
WAa,  {inerhiip^  rather  too  much ;  but  some 
aUowmuTc  roust  he  mivle  for  hmuon  findings. 

The  ducheas  wiis  very  attentive  to  Dr.  John- 
son,  I  know  not  how  a  middle  state  came  to  be 
mcntIoiie<i.  ller  grace  wished  to  hear  hini  on 
thnt  point,  "  Mad  am,"  said  he,  "your  own 
nl:  '^■-  •  ^*'\  Arehihald  CiimpbcU,  can  tell  you 
b'  it  than  1  can.     Ue  was  a  bishop 

of  u  ,   :iu^  4"Oi2iniunion,  and  wrote  a  book 

upon  the  auhject."  '  He  engaged  to  jjet  it  for 
Jier  griwre.  fie  afl<TWttrd«  gave  n  full  history 
of  Mr.  Arrbihjvlil  CainjibeU,  which  I  am  sorry 
1  do  not  retv'Uect  piirticularly.  lie  «aid,  Mr. 
Cfttupbrll  hu'l  been  hred  a  violent  Whig,  but 
»ft<?rwftrd8  **kept  hfttcr  cmnjtaHtf^  and  become 
%  Tory.**  He  said  this  with  ii  smile,  in  pleasant 
nUtt^ion,  lis  I  thought,  to  the  opposition  be- 
tw  '  TTi  political  prjnei()les  anil  those  of 
ill  i  in.    He  added  that  Mr.  Campbell^ 

ftiu  .  ....  i..  \olution  -,  Wiis  thrown  into  jjuol  on 
■Amount  o(*  hiM  u^nets;  but,  on  ippltCAtion  by 
litttir  t<»  the  old  Lord  Townehend,  ww  rc- 
Ic  •   he  always  spoke  of  his  lonlship 

It  1  tilde,  sayingT  **  though  a  Whig^ 

J  >r . .  I  ,11  passed  some  time  together, 

June,  I  TH-i^  ivt  Pembroke  college,  Oxford, 

with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adanisi.  the  master;  and  I 

hi  '                 liat  my  note  relative 

I"  .  was  imperfect,  he 

w  ''   his  own  hand, 

©I.  I,  opjK>sitc  to 

|}i  ^vmeniionedj 

ti.  .  however,  is 

mo;  ,  •  he  gave  at 
Iirvcrur 


.    ... 

'i.iL»    ArrhihaM    (\-r .     ■ 

"    ^  ^iS  I 

b. 

w  '  of   tl>«-*  INtariji 

.,  le. 

H 

.....-,.,.-   ni  M,;.i,M„. 

M.n, 

V*  .  ■    i      -fu- 

fwu;^  aihI  utouMJirlty  ;  kuJ  uA  iIm  rwvuluUuti  aUUcrcd 
WK  only  t«»  the    tvufijiirum,    but  to   thtre  wlio   rc- 
tn  c<nnmuntcsite  with  th«  church  ot'  EngUiu!, 
or  bo  b«  prrM'nt  at  Any  worship  where  thi!!  u&urper 


hU  tsiv-.k  ti  nmr  bf-comr  ytrrj  lenrcc,  I  itlftll  mfeHaiA 


fMtfvrorn  Drath  «iid  the 
<.t  :  And  thn  Ncrrmillj  of 


I,.  I.    <,...<-.i 


was  mentioned  as  king.  He  wfl&,  I  b(^1t«vc,  more 
than  o^^ee  apprehcndcKl  in  tho  tvt^n  of  King 
William,  and  rince*i  the  accvwion  of  Gt'orgp,  He 
was  the  famiHur  friend  of  L1ickr«  and  Nfbon  ;  a 
man  of  letters  httt  injudicious  ;  and  very  curious 
and  inquiMtivc,  but  credulou«,  He  lived  in  Hl^t 
or  41,  ahout  seventy-five  yt'or»  old.** 

The  subjoet  of  luxury  having  be«n  intro- 
duced. Dr.  Johnson  defendetl  it.  *'  We  have 
now,"  said  he^  **  a  splendid  dinner  before  ua  ? 
which  of  all  the*e  dishes  ij  unwholesome?" 
The  duke  asserted,  that  hi*  had  oliBervcil  llm 
pandces  of  Spain  dimiui**hed  in  thoir  «i^e  by 
luxury.  Dr.  Johnson  politely  refrained  from 
opposinjjf  directly  an  obHerAMtion  which  the 
duke  himself  had  made ;  but  said,  *'  Man  must 
be  very  dillerent  from  other  ammal.s  if  he  is 
diminished  by  pood  living;  for  the  *iz(^  of  mII 
other  animal*  is  increased  by  it."  1  made 
»oiiie  remark  that  seamed  to  imply  a  belief  in 
second  sight.  The  duchefts  wiid,  "  I  fancy  you 
will  be  a  methodist,"  This  was  the  only  sen- 
tence her  grace  deigned  to  utter  to  me ;  and  I 
take  it  for  granted,  she  thought  it  a  gi*A  hit 
on  ray  credulity  in  tbc  Douglas  cause. 

A  gontlcniau  in  company,  aller  dinner,  was 
desired  by  the  duke  to  go  to  unorher  r«Kim, 
for  a  s[>eciuK'n  of  curioiK<^  marble,  which  hiit 
griu;e  wishe<l  lo  show  us.  He  brought  a  wrong 
piece,  upon  which  the  duke  sent  him  back 
again.  He  could  not  refuse;  but,  to  avoid 
any  nppeiu'aaee  of  s^erviiity,  be  whistled  110  he 
walked  out  of  the  rtxnn,  to  »how  his  inde- 
pendency. On  my  mentioning  this  afterwards' 
to  Dr,  Johnson,  he  said,  it  wutf  a  nioe  tritlt  of] 
character. 

Dr.  Johnson  talked  a  great  deiU,  and  was  sa' 
entertaining,  that  Lady  Betty  Hamilton,  aflt*r 
dinner,  went  and  placctl  her  chi'  '  *  >  hin* 
leaned  upon  tJie  back  of  it,  and  li  liy. 

It  woulu  have  mode  a  fine  pjv;^;  .  have 
drawn  the  Bag»^  and  her  at  this  time  in  their] 
several  attitudes.  He  did  not  know,  all  th« 
while,  how  much  he  was  hououred.  1  Uy\A 
him  afterwardis  I  never  saw  him  so  gentle  and] 
comtilaisant  as  this  day.^ 

\\  e  went  to  tea.  The  duke  and  I  walked ' 
MX)  and  down  the  drawing-room,  cooTcrsing. 
Thf  <hicheM  still  continued  to  show  the  satne 
miu-ked  coldness  for  me ;  for  which,  tlmugh  I 
PulVi'reti  from  it,  f  made  every  allowance^  con-j 
sidering  the  very  warm  part  that  I  had  taken  | 
for  Doughufi,  in  the  cause  in  which  she  thmighlj 


•■      '    '     *       'fi  of  tho  Roman  Church,  la  «t1 
ElvuiaUir  Archibald  Cani(»lnrll/ 

iw.  ..   I, lit  .n.r  t^..•  .1.-.-- •.-..••  .1^1 


'  i,iii«'«  KmiTjiilinii.  loti  of  h.U  ••Rnntl  1 

:  -Caoai 

'I.  —  r 

•  ^im  In  Mb  Ih] 
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her  son  deeply  interested.  Had  not  her  grace 
discovored  some  displesiaure  towards  me,  I 
should  have  susixictcd  her  of  insensibility  or 
dissimulation, 

ller  ffTJK'e  mode  Dr.  Johnson  come  and  sit 
by  her,  jind  tiaked  him  why  he  inude  his  I 
journey  bo  late  in  the  year.  "  ^\^ly,  ]^Indani," 
anid  he,  "you  know  Air.  Boswell  must  iittfii<i 
the  court  of  se?.^ion,  and  it  dot?s  not  ri^e  till  the 
twelfth  of  August.**  She  sniil,  with  some  sharp- 
ness* "1  htoti^  niiOiitu*  of  Air.  Boswell."  Poor 
Lady  Ltir.y  Dougia*',  to  whom  I  mentioned 
th^l^  observe<l,  "  She  knew  trnt  much  of  Mr. 
Boswelh*'  1  sliall  mako  no  remark  on  her 
grace's  speech.  I  indee»i  felt  it  as  rather  t«>o 
aevere ;  but  when  I  recoUerted  that  my  punish- 
ment was  inflicted  by  so  di'^iiified  a  beauty,  1 
had  that  kind  of  consolation  which  a  man 
would  feel  who  is  strangled  by  a  gilken  corti. 
Dr-  Johnson  was  nit  attention  lo  her  ^n*ace. 
He  used  afterwards  a  droll  cxpres.<iion,  upon 
her  enjoying  the  three  titles  of  Ilamilton, 
Biandan.  and  Argyle.  Borrowing  an  image 
from  the  Turkihh  empire,  he  called  hex  a 
duchem  with  three  tatts. 

He  was  much  pk-uBed  with  our  risit  at  the 
cJKtle  of  Inverary.  The  Duke  of  Ar^ylc  waa 
exci!edinu[lv  iKkliti?  to  him,  ami,  upon  his  coni- 
pljiining  ot*  the  fihelties  whii  h  he  had  hitherto 
ridden  being  too  small  for  hira,  his  gr.^c«  told 
him  he  t-hould  be  provided  with  a  good  horse 
to  carry  hiui  ncjct  day. 

Mr.  John  M'Aulay  parsed  the  evening  with 
us  at  onr  iim.  When  I>r.  .Tt»hnaon  spoke  of 
jKHiple  who!te  principles  were  gowl,  but  whone 
pnvetice  was  faulty,  Air.  AI'Auhiy  said,  be  had 
no  notion  of  [)eo|ile  being  in  earnest  In  their 
goo<l  p rot essi oris,  whose  practice  was  not  suitable 
to  them.  Ilie  doctor  grew  wurm^  and  Buid, 
*'  Sir,  arc  you  bo  g^rossly  ignorant  of  human 
nature,  as  not  to  know  that  a  man  may  be  very 
Bincen;  in  good  principles,  without  having  good 
pructiee? 

Dr.  Johnson  was  unqin^tionably  in  the  right ; 
and  whoever  exuniin^s^  himself  candidly  will  be 
witislird  of  it^  though  the  inconisistency  between 
principles  and  practice  is  greater  in  .some  men 
than  in  others, 

I  recolluct  very  little  of  this  night's  conver- 
sation. I  am  sorry  that  indolence  came  upon 
mc?  towards  the  conclusion  of  our  journey,  so 
that  I  ilid  not  write  down  what  passed  with 
the  same  aftiiduity  as  during  th«  greatest  part 
of  it. 


I  huAy  LucT  Oraliam,  daaghtxr  of  lh«i  fnMnttil  DuIil*  of 
Mii'nfniw,  wm)  •If*'  ^(  Mr.  DoufU*.  Ihc  ■ucccJiful  ctulmant  t 
t.Uc  thml  Id   I7«0,  whence   BoiwcU  call*  hvr "  fnfor  l,*(ly 

■:''-'  •'        .  ;ic*»,  thAl  mr  Jmimftl 

rnpfir  lo  mliirtTi  my 
fi'A.  i-ht>h  which  tio  rciiJ. — 


It  p. 


*  "  An  lian«*t  KUiudlui,  arbitrMor  Ju«t. 


thy  itntli"!  x^rvtft  %  -ti^fM  iniit. 

I  ihj  cDiirury'j  CAtiio 


I  lo  awrar. 


Tuesiht/,    Oct,   26.— 'Mr,  M*Aulay   break- 
faslcil  with  UR,  nothing  hurt  or  di«niayed   by 
his  la.st  night'5  correction.     Being  a  man   ofj 
k«xm1  sense,  he  had  a  just  aduuration  wf  Dr. 
Johnson. 

Either  ye.sterday  mornrns;,  or  tlui,  X 
municatc*!  to  Dr.  Johnson,  frotn  V    '*  * 
intormutiun,  the  news  that  Dr.  1  • 
a  pension  of  two  hundred  |Hiiuid^  ^^  >■  .»r, 
«at  up  in  his  bed,  chipped  his  hnnrls,  and  cjird^j 
"O  brave  we!"  —  u  peculiar  c\chuuatiozi 
his  when  he  rejoices.* 

As  we  eat  over  our  tea,  Mr.  Home's  trogodi 
of  DougIa.s  WH.'!  mentioned.  I  nut  Dr.  Johmoti 
in  mind,  that  once,  in  a  cofTee-nouw?  at  Ojtlord, 
he  cjdlcd  to  old  Mr.  Sheridan,  **  How  ramc  y<»u,  1 
Sir,  to  give  Home  a  gold  medal  for  writing  tJial  I 
foolish  play  ?"  and  defietl  Mr.  Sherid«n  r»»  »how 
ten  good  lines  in  it.  He  did  not  insist  ihey| 
should  be  together;  but  that  there  ivere  ntit| 
ten  gfXKl  lines  in  the  whole  i)lay.  He  now  p#T-i 
listed  in  this.  1  endeavoured  to  dcfciul  thai  I 
pathetic  and  beautiful  tragedy^  and  rvpcalcii 
the  following  passage :  — 


-"  Sinccrhv, 


Thou  first  of  virtui's!  Jcl  «o  tnortal  loavr 

'liny  onward  path,  nlilioujirh  the  e^rth  shmild  gspe, 

Aiul  fruiii  tt)*;  gulf  of  Uvll  diastructlott  cr)\ 

To  take  dissimulation's  winding  way." 

JoHWBON.  '*  That  will  not  do,  Sir.  Nothing  is 
good  but  what  is  consi.<5tent  with  truth  or  pn)- 
bability,  which  this  is  not.  Juvenal^  iuadvd, 
gives  us  a  noble  picture  of  inllcxiblts  virtue:  — 

**  Esto  bonus  mites,  tutor  htmus,  arbiter  idem 
Integer  :   ambigiiip  si  ()uanih>  critabcrv  te<lis 
IncertTpquc  rci,  I'imlrtfis  licet  impcrct,  ut  fu 
Faisus,  et  admoto  dictct  pcrjuria  tnuro, 
Sumnuim  crede  nv^fas  aifuiiam  prarferre  pudori^ 
Et  propter  vitaju  vivendi  perdcre  causJiL"' 

He  relocated  the  lines  with  great  force  md 
dignity ;  then  addod,  "  And,  after  thiss,  ooaw* 
Johnny  Home,  with  his  mrth  gaping^  and  liis 
destruction  crying  .'—pooh ! "  * 

While  we  were  lamenting  the  m 
mined  religious  buildings  wliJch  we  I. 
seen,    I   spoke   with    peculiar   feeling   uf . 
miserable  neglect  of  the  chtt|>el  bolongii 
the  palace  of  HohToo«l-houscT  in  jirliicl 
de|Histt04l  the  remains  of  many  of  the  kii 
Scotlandf  and  of  many  of  our  nobilitv. 
tt  was  a  disgrace  to  the  country  that  it  was  Rdt 


To  tarfdt  hmiour,  think  th«  hiRliMt  tli«MP, 
And  llff  UUi  drarly  biniptit  tijr  Ion  of  nim»i 
NV»r,  10  |in*»#r»e  It,  with  thy  vlrtOf  ^ive 
That  for  whlcli  onljr  m»n  iliauld  wHh  tu  n»e. 


For  ttil«  and  the  olbwf  tr«u*Udott«  to  wliku 

\%  tifULcA,  X  Itn  ItidnhttTl  in  thr  fririiij  whmr  nh- 

*riti.t..     1 

llOlWtOt*!   <■...!•. ^      ii.r.     ..VI...    ...  .^     . 

.ii»4  tl»n  power  oi  liu  riiJk'utiv  t»" 
^itittiniii'i  to   be   g«tioralt^   Hutl  tl' 

WKLL. 
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re^koirect  i  and  particularly  compkined  that  my 
fheud  Douglas,  tin*  representfttive  of  a  great 
bouse,  and  proprietor  of  a  \&»i  estate,  should 
siifier  the  sacred  spot  where  his  mother  lies 
interred  to  be  unroofed,  and  expoaed  to  all  the 
inclemenciefl  of tlie  weather.  Dr,  John&on,  who, 
I  knew  not  how^  bud  tbrmed  an  opinion  on  the 
Hatnillon  aide,  in  the  Douglas  cauae.)  fill/  ai3- 
*wered,  "  Sir,  Sir,  dyit't  be  too  severe  upon  the 
gentleman ;  don't  nee  use  him  of  want  of  filial 
piety !  Lady  Jane  Douglas  was  not  his  mother/* 
He  rom&ti  my  steal  ao  much  that  I  took  the 
liberty  to  tell  him  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
cause ;  which  I  do  most  seriously  bdieve  was 
tiie  ease. 

We  were  now  "  in  a  country  of  bridlea  and 
saddle*,"*  and  set  out  fully  equipped.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle  was  obliging  enough  to  mount 
Dr-  Johnson  on  a  ntately  atee<l  ffoin  his  grace's 
liable.  Mv  friend  was  highly  pleased,  and 
Joaeph  aaiA  "He  now  kjoka  like  a  bishop,'* 

We  dined  at  the  inn  at  Tarbat,  and  at  night 
caine  to  Kosedow^  the  beautiful  seat  of  Bir 
James  Colquboun,  on  the  banks  of  Loch- 
lomond^  where  I,  and  any  friend<9  whom  I  have 
intro*iuce*l,  have  ever  been  received  with  Jdud 
and  elegant  hospitality. 

Wedr^sdtiy^  Oct  27.  — When  I  went  into 
Dr,  Johnson's  room  this  morning,  I  observed 
to  him  how  wonderfully  courteous  he  had  been 
at  Inverary,  and  said,  "  You  were  quite  a  fine 
gcrtt lemon  when  with  the  duchess.  He  an* 
Bwered^  in  gtwd  humour,  "  Sir,  I  look  upon 
myself  as  a  very  polite  man :  '*  and  he  was 
nght,  in  a  pPOjX;r  manly  sense  of  the  word. 
Am  an  immetliate  proof  of  it,  let  me  observe 
that  he  would  not  tjend  hack  the  Duke  of 
Ai^le'B  horse  without  a  letter  of  thanks, 
which  I  copied. 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  ARGYLE. 

■'  KeiJUhJnWp,  2&th  Qvrt.  1173- 
"Mt   Lokd,  ^ — That  kindnc^«   wMeb    dj&piitu?d 
your  grace  tn  supply  me  irith  the  Kone,  which  I 
hM,vv  now  return  til,  tf  HI   make  jou  pleased  to  hear 
Ibat  he  has  carried  me  well. 

"  lly  my  dillgenctii  in  the  hub  cam  minion  with 
vbieb  I  was  tionoured  by  the  tiuchi'ss,  I  will  endea- 
tour  to  9bc»w  how  highly  1  value  the  &?Qurs  whJ4:h 
1  hav?  TG«4.4vodi  And  how  inuch  I  desire  to  b« 
thought,,  my  lord,,  your  gnicc'fl  mt»t  abtxlicnt  and 
fiambk  Eervant,  Sam.  Johhsok/* 


The  duke  was  so  attentive  to  hia  respectable 
guest,  tbat^  on  the  saoie  day,  be  wrote  him  an 
uiiwer,  which  was  received  at  Auchinlec^ :  — 


I^Vf  jRart  Ajfu  la  hmrtf  fMciiid  Ij^liifF  Iciofii'  Ifi  }ii|  ■tcidy,  ii.nU 
*tlhocit  th*  e4iier  whkh  L"OTitalnc?d  Us?  AildM^ie,  a  Ittltfr  io 
«a  tfwBI  Lflt4  Tbuflriw^  to  whfiiTrt  hp  hml  Inndc  an  afp"- 
Utkn,  jftik  dtaD'n*!; lar^  tn  ticHiilf  of  a  [nxtr  titfriiry  itinn^.  \t 
K|l  rsprciMcd  iti  luch  trtnii  nf  respect  iaj  Dr,  Johnioo,  ttiHL 
1ft  wg  uii  til  h\t  tfXi^slalL\oQ.  I  rrmoutirAtt^  v>rml)r  with 


THE  DUKE  OF  ARGYLE  TO  JOHNSON* 

'■  toverarr,  39tb  Oct.  I7T3- 
^  SiA,  —  I  am  glad  to  hear  yuur  journey-  from 
this  place  wa^  not   unpleftsant,  in  t^paA  to  yuur 
horse,  t  wi$fa  I  could  have  supplied  you  withgt>od 
weather,  which  I  am  afraid  you  fell  the  want  of. 

•«  The  Ducheis  of  Argyle  desire*  her  compliinenti 
to  you^  ajjd  is  mui^h  obliged  to  you  for  rccnember- 
iug  her  eommk^ion.  I  anii  Sir,  your  mo&t  obedient 
humble  serrant,  Aiotlc" 

I  am  happy  to  insert  every  memorial  of  the 
honour  done  to  my  great  friend.  Indeed,  I  waa 
at  all  times  desirous  to  pn^MiTve  the  letters 
which  he  received  from  eminent  fjersons,  of 
which,  as  of  all  other  papers,  he  was  very  neg- 
ligent ;  and  I  once  proposed  to  hint  that  they 
should  be  committed  to  my  care,  as  his  cu^s 
rotyiionmu  I  wish  he  had  complied  with  my 
request^  as  by  that  means  many  valuable 
WTitinga  might  have  been  preserved  that  0112 
now  lost,' 

After  breakfast,  Dr,  Johnson  and  I  were 
furnished  with  a  boat,  and  sailed  about  upon 
Loehlomond,  and  landed  on  some  of  the  inlands 
which  are  inters [jersed.  He  wm  much  pleased 
with  the  scene,  which  ia  so  well  known  by  the 
accounts  of  various  travellers  that  it  is  un- 
necefisary  for  me  t^  attempt  any  description 
of  it. 

I  recollect  none  of  his  conversation,  except 
that,  when  talking  of  dress,  he  said,  "Sir, 
were  I  to  have  any  thing  fine,  it  should  be 
very  fine.  Were  I  to  wear  a  ring,  it  should 
not  be  a  bauble,  but  a  stone  of  great  value. 
Wore  I  to  wear  a  laced  or  embroidered  waist- 
Cfmt,  it  Bbould  be  very  rich.  1  hat!  once  a 
very  rich  laced  waistcoati  wMch  1  wore  the 
first  nigbt  of  my  tragedy." 

Lady  Helen  Colquhouu'  being  a  very  pioua 
woman,  the  conversation,  after  dinner,  took  a 
religious  turn.  Her  t&dyiibip  defended  the 
presbyterian  mode  of  public  worship  ;  upon 
whieJi  Dr.  Jolmson  delivered  tho^  excellent 
arguments  for  a  form  of  pniyer  whicli  he  has 
introduced  into  his  '*  Journey"  I  am  myself 
fully  conviJiced  that  a  form  of  prayer  for 
public  worabin  h  m  general  most  decent  and 
eilifying.  Soiennia  verbQ  have  a.  Idnd  of  pre- 
scriptive sanctity,  and  make  a  deeper  impres- 
aion  on  the  mind  than  e^ttemporaneous  elfu- 
siona,  in  which,  as  we  know  not  what  they  arc 
to  be,  we  cannot  readdy  acquiesce,  let  I 
would  allow  also  of  a  certain  portion  of  ex- 
tempore adtlresp,  aa  occasion  may  require. 
TliiiJ  h  the  practice  of  the  French  protedtJUit 
clmrchcs.  And  ulthough  the  oflice  of  forming 
supplications  to  the  throne  of  Heaven  is,  in  my 
mind,  too  great  u  trust  to  be  indiscriminately 


him  cm  hi  I  ttraDjc,e  liiKtl  potion,  uad  ottaflUBd  hit  fwrmlMiklD 
to  take  M  copf  nf  It ;  by  wblcH  probaUf  it  bai  hrnn  prca« 
ai  tKe  ori^iiiikl.  I  have  rciuob  to  iUppoWiii  Int.— noif 
^*t  pfsK  .itlh  Oct,  nm,  —  L'Ho«,tit, 

*  TliC  1l(va    \\r\t?n  Si^therkud.  ddeU  d)itu|hlar  <tf  I^Atd 
RtraUiriikvrr,  wtia  illf<d  1;H!!r-(»r«  till  IXOicr.  the  BJIeiiBlh  ISarl  ol 
i^utatrlaiMl.    Sba  di«d  lu  J  Till .  —  CaoKUi. 
C  G  4 
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committed  to  the  discretion  of  every  minister, 
I  do  not  mean  to  dcnj  that  sincere  devotion 
may  be  experienced  when  joining  in  prayer 
with  those  who  use  no  Liturcy. 

We  were  favoured  with  Sir  James  Colqu- 
houn^s  coach  to  convey  us  in  the  evening  to 
Cameron,  the  seat  of  Commissary  Smollett.^ 
Our  satisfaction  of  finding  ourselves  again  in 
a  comfortable  carriage  was  very  great.  We 
had  a  pleasing  conviction  of  the  commodious- 
ness  of  civilisation,  and  heartily  laughe<l  at  the 
ravings  of  those  absurd  visionaries  who  have 
attempted  to  persuade  us  of  the  superior  ad- 
vantages of  a  state  of  nature. 

Air.  Smollett  was  a  man  of  considerable 
learning,  with  abundance  of  animal  spirits ;  so 
that  he  was  a  very  good  companion  for  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  said  to  me,  "  We  have  had  more 
solid  talk  here  than  at  any  place  where  we 
have  been." 

I  remember  Dr.  Johnson  gave  us  this  even- 
ing an  able  and  eloquent  discourse  on  the 
Origin  of  Evil,  and  on  the  consistency  of  moral 
evil  with  the  power  and  goodness  of  God.  He 
showed  us  how  it  arose  from  our  free  agency, 
an  extinction  of  which  would  be  a  still  greater 
evil  than  any  we  experience.  I  know  not  that 
he  said  any  thing  absolutely  new,  but  he  said 
a  great  deal  wonderfully  well :  and  perceiving 
us  to  be  delighted  and  satisfied,  he  concluded 
his  harangue  with  an  air  of  benevolent  triumph 
over  an  objection  which  has  distressed  many 
worthy  minds ;  "  This  then  is  the  answer  to 
the  question,  lloOtv  to  Kukov  ?  '*  *  Mrs.  Smol- 
lett whispered  mc,  that  it  was  the  best  sermon 
she  had  ever  heard.  Much  do  I  upbraid  my- 
self for  having  neglected  to  preserve  it.* 

Thursday,  Oct.  28.  —  Mr.  Smollett  jileased 
Dr.  Johnson,  by  producing  a  collection  of 
newspapers  in  the  time  of  the  usurpation,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  all  sorts  of  crimes  were 
very  frequent  during  that  horrible  anarchy. 
By  the  side  of  the  high  road  to  Glasgow,  at 
some  distance  from  his  house,  he  had  erected 
a  pillar  to  the  memory  of  his  ingenious  kins- 
man. Dr. Smollett;  and  he  consulted  Dr.  John- 
son as  to  an  inscription  for  it.  Lord  Karnes, 
who,  though  he  had  a  great  store  of  knowledge, 
with  much  ingenuity,  and  uncommon  activity 
of  mind,  was  no  profound  scholar,  had  it  seems 
recommended  an    English    inscription.      Dr. 


>  Commlsuinr  Sinnllett  was  the  coukin-gcrman  of  Dr. 
SmnUi'tt :  he  di<>d  withuut  iiaue  ;  ami  the  family  pstatc  would 
hare  descended  to  the  Doctor  had  he  been  alive,  hut  his 
■istrr  succeeded  to  it.  Dos  well  spells  the  name  Smollet  with 
one  t,  but  I  have  followed  Smollett's  own  invariable  practice. 
—  CaoKVR. 

»  IVhencfitfvilt  .   Csoker. 

'  This  was  a  culiject  which  had  engaged  much  of  Johnson's 
attrntion.  See  his  revirw  of  Jrnyns's  Nature  and  Urigin  of 
Evil,  and  Itller,  No.  89 Marklano. 

<  Sw  ante,  p.  313.,  what  1  have  ventured  to  advance  in 
favour  of  vernacular  inscriptions.  How  should  an  English 
inscription  disgrace  a  writer  whose  fame  is  excluaivolj 
l!;nglish?— Crurer. 

*  The  epitapli  which  has  been  inscribed  on  the  pillar 
erected  on  the  banks  of  the  I<even,  in  honour  of  Dr.Smnllott, 
is  as  follows :  —  The  part  which  was  written  by  Dr.  John- 
son. It  appears,  has  been  altered ;  whetlier  for  tho  better,  the 


Johnson  treated  this  with  great  contempt,  say- 
ing, "  An  English  inscription  would  be  a  dis- 
grace to  Dr.  Smollett ;  ^  *  and,  in  answer  to 
what  Lord  Kames  had  urged,  as  to  the  advan- 
tage of  its  being  in  English,  because  it  would 
be  generally  understood,  I  observed,  that  all 
to  whom  Dr.  Smollett's  merit  could  be  an 
object  of  respect  and  imitation  would  under- 
stand it  as  well  in  Latin ;  and  that  surely  it 
was  not  meant  for  the  Highland  drovers,  or 
other  such  people,  who  pass  and  repass  that 
wav. 

We  were  then  shown  a  Latin  inscription, 
proposed  for  this  monument.  Dr.  Johmnon  sat 
down  with  an  ardent  and  liberal  earnestness  to 
revise  it,  and  greatly  improved  it  by  several 
additions  and  variations.  I  unfortunately  did 
not  take  a  copy  of  it,  as  it  originally  stood ; 
but  I  have  happily  preserved  every  fragment 
of  what  Dr.  Johnson  wrote :  — 

Quisqub  ades,  viator, 

Vel  mente  felix,  vel  studiis  cultus, 

Immorare  paululum  memoris 

TOBI^    SMOLLETT,  M.D. 

Viri  iis  virtutibus 

Quas  in  homine  et  cive 

£t  laudes,  et  imiteris. 


Fostquam  mira  •  •  • 
Se    •    •    •    •    •    • 

Tali  tantoque  viro,  suo  patrueli, 

Hanc  columnam, 

Amoris,  eheu !  inane  roonunientum, 

In  ipsis  Leviniae  ripis 

Quas  primis  infans  vagitibus  peraonuit, 

Versiculisque  jam  fere  moritunis  illustrarit, 

Poiiendam  curavit 


We  had  this  morning  a  singular  proof  of 
Dr.  Johnson's  quick  and  retentive  memoi7> 
Hay's  translation  of  **  Martial  **  was  lying  in  s 
window ;  I  said,  I  thought  it  was  pretty  wdl 
done,  and  showed  him  a  particular  epigram,  I 
think,  of  ten,  but  am  certain,  of  eiriit  lines. 
He  read  it,  and  tossed  away  the  book,  sayin^i 
"  No,  it  is  not  pretty  well."  As  I  persisted  m 
my  opinion,  he  said,  **  Why,  Sir,  the  or^inil 
is  thus,"  and  he  repeated  it,  **  and  this  msn'i 


reader  will  judge.     The  alterations  are  dUtinfolilMd  tf 
Italics. 

"  Siste  viator  1  Si  lepores  ingeniique  venan  benignaa.  li 
morum  callidissimuinpictDreTii.  unqium  es  miratus^hnmoran 
paululum  memoriae  TOBIJE  SMOLLETT.  M.D.  VWrfr^ 
tutlbus  hiaec  quas  In  homine  et  cive  et  latxles.  et  ImltecK 
haud  mediocriter  ornati :  qui  in  Uteris  variis  ▼>'r«atiHi.  |msI> 


quam  felicitate  «iM  propria  sese  poaterla 
morte  acerba  raptus  anno  cutis  61.  Eheu  !  quam  procal  • 
patria!  Prope  Libumi  portum  in  Italia.  JacM  sepaltoi. 
Tail  tantoque  viro,  patrueli  suo,  cai  In  decuritt  lanpada  aa 
potius  tradidisse  decuit,  hanc  Columnam,  aoBorit,  ekcal 
inane  monumentnin,  in  ipsla  Lcvinis  ripis,  quas  iiaif  ifc 
tub  exitM  Vint  iUustrahu  prtmia  tnfjuia  vagitlbua  persoaiidl, 
pouendam  ruravit  J4Coai}B  Smoiabtt  de  Bonhill.  AM  rt 
rrmlnisccre.  hoc  qutdem  bonore,  noa  roodo  dcltaDCtt  aae* 
mori«,  vcrum  etiam  exemplo, proapectun  ease; 
si  roodo  digni  sint,  idem  erit  virtutis  praemiuaa  I 


cnliB.  i 
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translation  is  thus,"  and  then  he  repeated  that 
also,  exactly,  though  he  had  never  seen  it 
before,  and  read  it  over  only  once,  and  that, 
too,  without  any  intention  of  getting  it  by 
heart. 

Here  a  post-chaise,  which  I  hod  ordered 
from  Glasgow,  came  for  us,  and  we  drove  on 
in  hich  spirits.  Wc  stopped  at  Dumbarton, 
and  uiough  the  approach  to  the  castle  there 
is  very  steep.  Dr.  Johnson  ascended  it  with 
alacrity,  and  surveyed  all  that  was  to  be  seen. 
During  the  whole  of  our  Tour  he  showed  un- 
common spirit,  could  not  bear  to  be  treated 
like  an  old  or  infirm  man,  and  was  very  un- 
willing to  accept  of  any  assistance,  insomuch 
that  at  our  landing  at  Icohukill,  when  Sir 
Allan  McLean  and  I  submitted  to  be  carried 
on  men  s  shoulders  from  the  boat  to  the  shore, 
as  it  could  not  be  brought  quite  close  to  land, 
he  sprang  into  the  sea,  ana  waded  vigorously 
out. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  Saracen's  Head  inn,  at 
Glasgow,  I  was  mode  happy  by  good  accounts 
from  home ;  and  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  not 
received  a  single  letter  since  we  left  Aberdeen, 
found  here  a  ^reat  many,  the  perusal  of  which 
entertained  him  much.  He  enjoyed  in  ima- 
gination the  comforts  which  we  could  not  now 
command,  and  seemed  to  be  in  high  glee.  I 
remember,  he  put  a  leg  upon  each  side  of  the 
grate,  and  said,  with  a  mock  solenmity,  by  way 
of  soliloquy,  but  loud  enough  for  me  to  hear 
it,  "  Here  am  I,  an  Englishmnny  sitting  by  a 
Cfxil  fire." 

Friday,  Oct.  29.  —  The  professors   of  the 
uniier<ity  being  informed  of  our  arrival.  Dr. 
Stevenson,    Dr.    Held,    and     Mr.   Anderson 
break fii^3 ted  with  us.     Mr.  Anderson  accom- 
panle<l  us  while  Dr.  Johnson  viewed  this  beau- 
tiful <'ity.     He  had  told  me,  that  one  day  in 
London,  when  Dr.  Adam  Smith  '  was  boasting 
of  it,  he  turned  to  him  and  said,  "  Pray,  Sir, 
have  you  ever  seen  Brentford  ?  "     lln's  was 
"Urely  a  stron;:  instance  of  hi.s  impatience,  and 
pirit  of  eontrailietion.     1  put  him  in  mind  of 
.  to-day,  while  he  expressed  his  admiration 
f  the  elej^ant  buildin^rs,  and  whispered  him. 
Don't  y<»u  feel  some  remorse  ^  " 
We  were  received  in  the  rollejre  by  a  number 
the  i»rofe>sors,  who  ^llowed   all  due  ruspeet 


to  Dr.  Johnson ;  and  then  we  paid  a  visit  to 
the  principal.  Dr.  Lecchman,  [ante,  p.  285.]  at 
;  his  own  house,  where  Dr.  Johnson  had  the 
I  satisfaction  of  being  told  that  his  name  had 
I  been  gratefully  celebrated  in  one  of  the  paro- 
I  chial  congregations  in  the  Highlands,  as  the 
I  person  to  whose  influence  it  was  chiefly  owing 
I  that  the  New  Testament  was  allowed  to  be 
I  translated  into  the  Erse  language.    It  seems 
some  political  members  of  the  Society  in  Scot- 
land ior  propagating  Christian  Knowledge  had 
opposed  this  pious  undertaking,  as  tending  to 

f)reserve  the  distinction  between  the  High- 
anders  and  Lowlanders.  Dr.  Johnson  wrote 
a  long  letter  upon  the  subject  to  a  friend 
[Mr.  DrummondJ,  which  beln^  shown  to  them, 
made  them  ashamed,  and  afraid  of  being  pub- 
licly exposed ;  so  they  were  forced  to  a  com- 
pliimce.  It  is  now  in  my  possession,  and  is, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  best  productions  of  his 
masterly  pen.     (Ante,  p.  181.) 

Professors  Reid  and  Anderson,  and  the  two 
Messieurs  Foulis,  the  Elzevirs  of  Glasgow, 
dined  and  drank  tea  with  us  at  our  inn,  after 
which  the  professors  went  away  ;  and  I,  having 
a  letter  to  write,  left  my  fellow-traveller  with 
Messieurs  Foulis.  Though  good  and  ingenious 
men,  they  had  that  unsettleil  speculative  mode 
of  conversation  which  is  oflensive  to  a  man 
regularly  taught  at  an  English  school  and  uni- 
versity. 1  found  that,  instead  of  listening  to 
the  dictates  of  the  sage,  they  had  teaseil  him 
with  (|uestion9  and  doubtful  disputations.  He 
came  in  a  flutter  to  me,  and  desiretl  1  might 
come  back  again,  for  he  could  not  Iwar  these 
men.  "  O  ho!  Sir,*'  said  I,  "you  are  flying  to 
me  for  refuge ! "  He  never,  in  any  situation, 
was  at  a  loss  for  a  ready  repartee.  He  an- 
sweretl,  with  jpiick  vivacity,  "  It  is  of  two  evils 
I  choosing  the  least."  I  was  delighted  with  this 
;  flash  bursting  from  the  cloud  which  hung  ujHm 
i  his  mind,  closed  my  letter  directly,  juid  joined 
\  the  company. 

!  We  supped  at  Professor  Anderson's.  The 
!  general  imi)resision  upon  my  memory  is,  that 
.  we  had  not  much  conversation  at  Glasgow, 
i  where  the  professors,  like  their  brethren  at 
1  Aberdeen,  did  not  venture  to  exiwse  them- 
:  selves  much  to  the  battery  of  cannon  which 
:  they  knew  might  play  ui)on  them.*    Dr.  John- 


Mr.  B«i«wll  ha«  cho,rii  to  omit,  for  n-.i^oni  w)ilfh  will 

rr>c>Titl]r  <>l)Moii..  tlMt  Johiivoii  ami  .\d.im  Smith  iiiPt  at 

now  ,  bill  I  ha»i'  Immii  .-t-*uri'il  l)y  Professor  John  Miller 

thfjrdiil  «'i,  ami  tli-it  Mnilh.  h-.iviriK  thf  party  in  whirh 

d  irrt  J<)hn-«in.  h.i|>i>t-nc<l  to  nmie  to  .-mother  romp.my 

'  Millar  triit.     Kimwint;  that  Smith  luid  Ix-eii  in  Jut.n- 

society,  they  »-rr**  anxioii't  to  kiinu-  what  had  passed, 

e  inorc  >o  as  Dr.  Sinifii'*  trmjM  r  >f'm<-«l  much  riit1li>d. 

;t  Smith  would  only  an*w<r.  "  Ili'>  a  brute — le-'s  a 

"but  on  rlo<er  exaniination,  it  appeared  th  .t  Jolin- 

I  sooner  '.iw  Smith  than  he  attacked  him    :  ir  M>inc 

rhU  f*moii.  l.-ti.  r  on  th<-  df-ath  ol  Hiir:e  (.ant. .  p.  '.7"i. 

vindicated    ilw  troth   of    hi<t  statement.     "  What 

DMin  nay?"  wan  the  nniuTMl  inquiry.     "Why,  h»' 

Mili<^)  .Smith,  with  the  d(H<|M>(t  impre>!tion  of  resent- 

hr  tald,  V"M  //«■'"     "  .And  what  did  you  reply?" 

jrou  an*  4  Mm  of  a !  "     On  »iich  term*  did  tnove 

t  morallttt  incit  and  part,  ami  mu-h  wax  the  ^la«^icHl 
betvecn  two  great  teacher*  ufphiloftuphy.— Wal- 


Thls  itory  in  certainly  erronooun  In  the  lin|N>rtaiit  {wirtlcii- 
lam  of  thp  time,  place,  and  subject  of  the  allcfitni  quarrvl : 
for  Hume  did  in.t  die  for  thrw  yearn  after  Jnhnum't  onlv 
Tiiit  to  (Uasfrnw  ;  nur  uui  Smith  then  there.  Juhnium  tiaif, 
previonit  to  his  Tinit  to  Scotlanri,  indeed  previous  to  I7Q 
(nee  cfK/r".  p.  i4»».,  and  jH>st,  April  !£•.  177»<».  had  an  allereatlon 
with  .Adam  Smith  at  Mr.  Stralian't  talde.  Thin,  ofw  hirh,  how. 
ever,  we  know  neither  the  iuhj<>ct  (unles*  that  was  the  occa« 
fion  of  the  alluftion  to  Brentjord)  nor  the  degree  of  warmth, 
mar  have  been  the  foiindatiim  of  Profeititor  Miller's  stranfte 
minrepretentation.  Bnt.  even  /Am,  nothing  of  this  very  ofli-n- 
rlve  Kmd  routd  have  p^KM^l,  as,  if  it  had,  Smith  rtiuldcertainlr 
not  have  afterwards  solinted  adinltston  to  the  Club  of  which 
Johnson  was  the  leader,  to  which  he  was  admlitnd  1st  Disc. 
\n\  and  where  he  and  Johnson  mrt  frequently  on  civil 
terms.  I,  therefore,  disbelieve  the  whole  story  ;  and  repeat 
it  only  (or  the  sake  of  the  c«mtr«diiiion,  and  as  another 
s|>eciinenor  how  loosely  men.  even  m>  respe«-talile  as  Pn>fe*if>r 
Miller,  will  adulterate  anecdote*.—  Crokrm.  1H35. 

3  Duswell  himself  was  callous  to  the  contacts  of  Dr.  John- 


son,  who  was  fully  conscious  of  his  own  superior 
powers,  afterw arils  praised  Principiil  Rothirlsoii 
for  his  enutiou  in  this  respect.  Ue  gaiil  to  me, 
"  Rob«rr*o«i,  Sir,  wiis  in  the  rifiht.  Kobertfion 
is  a  man  of  cnuneiict%  and  the  head  of  u  college 
at  Ediiiburjih.  He  hail  a  character  lo  rnaintAin, 
HJitl  did  well  not  to  risk  its  bein^  lessened/" 

Saturdai/^  Oft.  30.  —  "We  set  out  towardni 
Ayrshire.  I  sent  Joseph  on  to  Loudoun,  with 
ft  nn*:-saj;v,  that  if  the  earl  wfts  at  home,  Dr. 
JohrtHon  and  I  would  have  the  honour  to  dine 
with  liiin,  Joseph  met  us  on  the  road,  and 
rerKJited  that  the  earl  **  jumped  /or  jot/ "  and 
aaid,  "  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  thein."  We 
were  reeeived  with  n  most  pleasing  courtesy  hv 
his  hirdship,  an«l  by  the  countcia  his  mother', 
who,  in  her  ninety-fifth  year,  Imd  all  her 
ftieulties  quite  unimpaired.  This  vraa  a  very 
cheering  si{,»hl  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  hod  an 
extraordinary  desire  for  long  life.  Tier  lady- 
ship was  geiLsible  and  well-iuforiued,  and  had 
wen  a  ^nreat  deal  of  the  world.  Her  lord  had 
held  several  high  ofHces,  and  she  was  sister  to 
the  great  Earl  of  Stuir. 

I  cannot  here  rt:*!!!-!!!!!  from  pajing  a  just 
tribute  to  the  choiMeter  of  John,  Earl  of  Luu» 
doun  \  who  did  more  service  to  the  county  of 
Ayr  in  general,  as  well  as  to  inilivitluals  in  it, 
than  any  man  we  have  ever  had*  It  is  painful 
to  think  that  he  mrt  with  much  ingratitude 
from  persons  l><)th  in  hitjh  and  low  rank ;  but 
such  wjis  his  temper,  such  his  knowledge  of 
*'  bise  mankind,''  *  that,  as  if  he  had  expected 
no  olher  return,  bin  mind  was  never  soured, 
and  he  retained  his  j„'<H>d  humour  and  benevo- 
lence to  the  la^t.  Tlie  tenderness  of  his  heart 
waa  proved  in  1745-6,  when  he  had  an 
inifMu-tant  <*ommand  in  the  Ilinrhlan<if«,  and 
Ijchaved  with  a  generoua  humanity  to  the  uu- 
ibrtunate.  1  cannot  figuj'e  a  more  honest 
{MDlittciau;  forthoiLgh  hia  interest  in  our  couuty 
was  great  and  jxenerally  successful,  he  not  only 
did  not  det:eive  by  fallacious  promises,  but  was 
anxious  that  people  shoidd  not  deceive  them- 
selves by  too  nanj^iine  expectations.  Ilia  kind 
aiirl  dutiful  attention  to  his  mother  was  un- 
remitled.  At  his  house  was  tTue  hospitidity  ; 
a  plain  but  a  plentiful  table;  and  CTery  guest 
being  left  at  perfect  freedom^  felt  himself  quite 
easy  and  happy.  While  I  live,  1  shall  honour 
the  memory  of  this  amiable  man. 

At  night,  we  advanced  a  few  miles  farther, 
to  the  boufte  of  Mr.  Campbell  of  Treesbank, 


•on  ;  a*n<  wh<^  Mllnp  thrra.  nlwnr*  rnnffKU  ♦>«*»  of  ji  jorlti-^      tf  rr  dHTI?r«»nt  trHm»T*^ ;  smd  the  mf»imt?i!ttt  hrrr  m  rmtn 


who  was  married  to  one  of  my  wife  s  sisters, 
and  were  entertained  very  iigreeiibly  by  n 
worthy  couple. 

Suiifliji/^  Oct.  31.  —  We  reposed  here  in  trmn- 
qui] lily,  ])r.  John.wu  was  pleased  to  ftiul  a 
Dijinerotjs  and  excellent  collection  of  iH^dks 
which  had  mostly  belonged  to  the  Rev.  Air. 
John  Campbell,  brother  of  our  hoel>  1  wa:* 
desirous  to  have  pn>i*nrctl  for  my  feUow- 
travcJler,  to-day,  tue  company  of  Sir  John 
Cuniugluime,  of  Caprington,  whose  castle  veas 
but  two  miles  from  us.  lie  was  a  very  <Li»- 
tinguished  scholar,  was  long  abroad,  and  <liirin^ 
part  of  the  time  lived  much  witli  ::cd 

Cuninghame»  the  opponeJit   of   J  a 

critic  upon  Horace.  He  wrote  Laiui  wilJi 
great  elen^anee,  and  what  is  very  remarkable, 
read  Homer  and  Ariosto  tlirough  every  ycjirw 

I  wrote  to  him  to  request  he  would  i'r)ii)c  to 
us ;  but  unfortunately  he  was  prevented  by 
indispositiou. 

Monday^  Nov.  1, — ^ Though  Dr.  Johnson  was 
lazy  and  averse  to  move,  I  insisted  that  h^ 
should  go  with  me,  and  pay  a  visit  to  the 
Countess  of  Edintoune,  mother  ol'  Uie  l»l<s 
and  [vresent  earL  I  assured  him  he  would  ftnd 
him!*elf  amply  recouipensed  for  the  trouble; 
and  he  yielded  to  my  solicitations,  though  with 
some  unwillingness.  We  were  well  mountrd, 
and  had  not  many  niiles  to  ride.  Ho  talkctl 
of  the  attention  that  is  necessary  in  order 
to  distribute  our  charity  jiidi**iously»  "  Xf 
thoughtlessly  done,  we  may  jiejrh  <  t  n..'  lu.imt 
deserving  objects;  and«  as  every  ut 

a  certain  |>ortion  to  give,  if  it  is  I  ^->rL 

those  who  first  present  themselves,  thcj-e  luay^ 
be  nothiuc:  left  lor  jsuch  as  have  a  bettex  ckiin* 
A  man  should  6rst  relieve  thoee  who  «r^ 
nearly  connected  with  him,  by  whatever  tie  ^ 
and  then,  if  he  has  any  thing  to  (pan*,  mi^ 
extend  his  bounty  to  a  wider  circle.** 

As  we  passed  very  near  the  cii  ''  ''  ^^ltl^ 
donaUl,  which  was  one  of  the  mm  r*^ 

of  the  kings  of  Scotland,  and  in  \s  ■  :    ,  •  rt 

the  Second  lived  anil  died,  Dr.  Join-  «  ..  i  lird 
to    survey  it    particularly.      It   -  i   a 

beautiful   rising  ground,  which  a 

great  distance  on  several  quart <i  in 

wheuj-'c  there  is  an  extensive  prosjwjct  ol  the 
rich  district  of  Cuninghame,  the  western  tcm 
the  isle  of  Arran,  and  a  part  of  lh,e  northern 
coast  of  Ireland.  It  has  long  been  utircKikd; 
and,  though  of  considerable  suse,  we  could  ool, 


<■'•  vniferMtioii  ibnu  aw-jikt:!]  bl> 


miwlNdin^  ^HtUuil^tif  hui»  tbjitiilUdil.**— >< 
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power  of  imagiiiatioii,  ^pxn  it  u 
been  a  suitable  habitation  for  inaiestj. 
inson,  to  irritate  my  old  Scottish  en- 
0,  was  Terj  jocular  on  the  homel j 
odation  of  ''King  B06,'*  and  roared 
;hed  till  the  mins  echoed. 
EglintonneS  thouffh  she  was  now  in 
htj-fiflh  jesr,  and  had  Itred  in  the 
mt  of  the  ooontry  for  almost  half  a 
,  was  stiU  a  very  agreeable  woman. 
I  of  the  noble  house  of  Kennedy,  and 
the  elevation  which  the  consciousness 
birth  inspires.  Her  figure  was  majestic, 
iners  high  bred,  her  reading  extensire, 
'  conversation  elegant.  She  had  been 
liration  of  the  gsy  circles  of  life,  and 
■oness  of  poets.  Dr.  Johnscm  was  de- 
irith  his  reception  here.  Her  principks 
:h  and  state  were  consenial  with  nis. 
w  all  his  merit,  and  hacf  heard  much  of 
n  her  son.  Earl  Alexander*,  who  loved 
'ate  the  acquaintance  of  men  of  talents 
department. 

bo  knew  his  lordship  will  allow  that  his 
mding  and  accomplishments  were  of  no 
'  rate.  From  the  gay  habits  which  he 
ly  acquired,  he  spent  too  much  of  his 
li  men,  and  in  pursuits,  far  beneath  such 
IS  his.  He  ancrwards  became  sensible 
1  turned  his  thoughts  to  objects  of  im- 
i\  but  was  cut  on  in  the  prime  of  his 
csnnot  speak  but  with  emotions  of  the 
eetionate  regret  of  one,  in  whose  com- 
inv  of  my  early  days  were  passed,  and 
)  Kindness  I  was  much  indebted, 
must  I  have  occasion  to  upbraid  m]^- 
;  soon  after  our  return  to  the  main 
ilowed  indolence  to  prevail  over  me  so 
I  to  shrink  from  the  labour  of  con- 
my  journal  with  the  same  minuteness 
e;  sheltering  myself  in  the  thought 
had  done  with  the  Hebrides ;  and  not 
ing  that  Dr.  Johnson's  memorabHia 
ely  to  be  more  valuable  when  we  were 
to  a  more  polished  society.  Much  has 
n  irrecoverably  lost. 
!  course  of  our  conversation  this  daj  it 
it  that  Lady  Edintoune  was  married 
•  before  Dr.  Johnson  was  bom ;  upon 
le  eracioasly  said  to  him  that  she  might 
n  nis  mother,  and  that  she  now  adopted 
d  when  we  were  going  away,  she  em- 
lim,  saying,  **  Mv  dear  son,  farewell !  ** 
id  was  much  pleased  with  this  day*s 
mient,  and  owned  that  I  had  done 
brce  him  out. 

ay,  Nov.  2.  —  We  were    now   in  a 
not  only  of  "^  saddles  and  bridles^  but 


■liaiighter  of  Sir  Alex.  Kennrdy,  of  CuUe<>n,  third 
■huh  Earl  of  Eglintonne.  Slie  «m  •  patronetE 
V  Lfttm.  AIlAn  Ranittjr's  OenOe  Shrpkerd  wai 
to  her  tn  a  rm  nilsnme  style  of  ^anegjric. 
■  Ayrahira  in  17S0,  aged  ninety-one.  The  eighth 
lUptoone.  the  father  of  her  Lord,  had  married,  as 
irifc,  CatherfaM  St  Quintln,  the  widow  of  three 
■ri  aftd  abore  ninety  at  tho  date  of  her  la^  mar- 


of  poBt-ohaises;  and 
Kiunaznock,  we  got 
dinner. 


hsnBff  orderad  one  from 
to  Auehinleek  befim 


My  firther  was  not  qiiite  a  year  and  a  half 
derthanDr.Jc" "     "' 


older  than  Dr.  Johnson ;  but  las 
disduurse  of  his  laborious  dntf  as  a  jwlfle  in 
SooUai^  where  the  law  prooeeain«  ave  lEnost 
all  in  writing,  —  a  severe  eompaint  whidi 
ended  in  his  death, — and  the  loss  of  my 
mother  ^  a  woman  of  almost  unexampled  psetf 
and  goodness,  —  had  before  this  time  in  sooie 
d^ree  afiected  his  spirits,  and  rendered  him 
~  to  exert  his  fiKToltieB:  lor  he  had 
ly  a  very  strong  mind,  and  cheerfbl 
He  assured  me  be  never  had  feH  one 
moment  of  what  ia  called  knr  niiriti,  or  un- 
easiness, without  a  real  cause.  Bbe  had  a  great 
many  good  stories,  which  he  told  onoommonly 
wdl,  and  he  was  remarkable  for  **  hnmoor, 
ineobmu  gramiaie,*'  as  Lord  Mmboddo  nsed  to 
diaractetise  it.  His  age,  his  office,  and  liii 
diaracter  had  long  given  hfan  an  aclmowledged 
chum  to  great  attention,  in  whatever  oompany 
he  was;  and  he  could  ill  brook  any  duninution 
of  it.  He  was  as  sanguine  a  Whig  and  nresbvw 
terian  as  Dr.  Johnsoik  was  aTory  and  Qrarn- 
of-England  man:  and  as  he  had  not  much 
leisure  to  be  informed  of  Dr.  Johnson's  great 
merits  by  reading  his  works,  be  had  a  nartitl 
and  un&voorable  notion  of  him,  fbnnoed  on 
his  Buppoaed  |)oUtical  tenets;  whidi  were  bo 
discordant  to  his  own,  that  iuiead  of  qpeaking 
of  him  with  that  respect  to  whidi  he  was  en- 
titled, he  used  to  call  hhn  •*  a  Jiaeotiit  /bBow,* 
Knowmg  all  this,  I  should  not  have  ventorad 
to  brinff  them  together,  had  not  my  fiither,  oat 
of  kincuiesB  to  me,  desired  me  to  invite  Dr. 
Johnson  to  his  house. 

I  was  very  anxious  that  all  should  be  weD ; 
and  besped  of  mj  friend  to  avoid  three  tc^ics, 
as  towmch  theydiffered  very  widely ;  whiggism, 
pKsbyterianism,  and  —  Sir  John  Fringle.  He 
said  courteously,  **  I  shall  certainly  not  talk  on 
subjects  which  I  am  told  are  disagreeable  to  a 

riutleman  under  whose  roof  I  am ;  especially, 
shall  not  do  so  to  fottrfaiker.** 
Our  first  day  went  oO*  very  smoothly.  It 
rained,  and  we  could  not  set  out;  but  my 
father  showed  Dr.  Johnson  his  librarr,  which, 
in  curious  editions  of  the  Gredc  and  Roman 
classics,  is,  I  suppose  not  exodled  by  any 
private  coUection  in  Great  Britain.  M^  father 
had  studied  at  Leyden,  and  be^  very  intimate 
with  the  Gronovii,  and  other  learned  men  there. 
He  was  a  sound  scholar,  and,  in  particular, 
had  collated  manuscripts  and  different  editions 
of  Anacreon,  and  others  of  the  Greek  lyric 
poets,  with  great  care ;  so  that  my  fiiend  and 


rlage,  betaig.  It  It  ptwmwd,  t 

that  the  UvM  of  tbfl  motlMr  and  daugbtar-lii-kir  «Et«NlMl  OVOT 

m  yean,fhMii  I60B  to  17S0;  a  dreomitoiioa  unpsnUaM,  I 


oftteBtfl 


s8cemM,p.  ISB.— C. 
s  Buphenria  Enklni,  of  tb« 

—  CaOKKB. 
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lie  liaii  nmtli  matter  lor  conversation,  without 
toucbixig  on  the  futal  topics  of  <iiirt'renee. 

Dr.  Jolmnoti  Ibutid  here  liaxter's  ♦'Ann-  j 
creon,"  which  he  told  me  he  had  long  inquired 
for  in  vftin,  and  bognn  to  suBpect  there  was  no  I 
such  bot>k,  Baxter  was  the  keen  antngani^t  j 
of  Barnes.  His  Ufa  is  in  the  *'  Biogruphia  [ 
Britannicu."  Aly  father  has  written  many  , 
notes  on  this  boi.>k,  and  Dr.  Johnson  and  1  | 
taUctd  of  huving  It  reprinted. 

Wt'dm-itflay,  Nitv.  3, —  It  mined  all  day,  and 
gave  Dr.  Johnson  an  impression  of  that  incoro- 
raodlousnesa  of  climate  in  the  west,  of  which 
he  has  taken  notice  in  his  "  Journey ;  "  hut, 
being  well  uccomnjodated^  and  furnisned  with 
a  vjiriety  of  hooka,  he  waa  not  dissatisfied. 

Some  gentlemen  of  the  neighlvourhood  came 
to  viail  uiy  father  ;  but  there  was  little  con- 
versation. One  of  them  asked  Or.  Johnson 
bow  he  liked  the  Highlands.  The  question 
seemed  to  irritate  him,  fur  he  answered,  "  How, 
Sir,  can  ynu  usk  nie  what  obligea  me  to  speak 
untavoiiraKly  of  a  country  where  1  have  been 
hospitably  entertained?  Wlio  caii  like  the 
Highhinds  ?  I  like  the  inhabitants  very  well." 
The  j^'cnlleinan  a?>ked  no  more  questions. 

Let  nie  now  make  up  for  tlic  present  neglect, 
by  again  gleanini^  Iroia  ihe  past.  At  Lor«l 
Moubodiltj's,  after  the  conversation  nnon  the 
decreju«e  of  learning  in  England,  his  hirdship 
mentioned  "  Hermes/'  by  Mr.  Harris  of  Salis- 
biiiy,  us  the  work  of  a  living  author,  for  whom 
be  hud  a  great  ro?pect.  Dr.  Johnson  said 
uothin_<i  at  the  time  ;  but  when  we  w  ere  in  our 
p»>st-ehaise,  told  me,  he  thought  Harris  "a 
coxcomb.'^  This  he  said  of  him,  m>t  as  a  man, 
but  as  an  author;  and  T  give  his  opinions  of 
men  and  books,  faithfully,  whether  they  agree 
with  my  own  or  not.  I  do  admit,  that  there 
always  appeared  to  me  something  of  afleet.ation 
in  Mr.  H;irris'ii  manner  of  writing;  something 
of  a  habit  of  clothing  nlaia  thoughts  in  analytic 
and  categorical  formality.  But  all  hi*  writmgB 
are  imbued  with  learning ;  and  all  breathe  that 
phihinthropy  and  amiable  dis|K>sition,  which 
distinguii*bed  him  as  a  man.* 

At  another  time.,  during  our  Tour,  he  drew 
the  character  of  ft  rapacious  Highland  chief - 
witli  the  strength  of  Theophriuitus  or  la 
Bruyftre  ;  concluding  with  these  words :  "  Si^r, 
he  h:us  no  tnorc  the  soul  of  a  cliief,  than  an 
attorney  who  haa  twenty  houses  in  a  street, 
and  considers  how  much  he  can  midce  by  them/' 

He  this  day,  when  we  were  hy  tmrs.clvca,  ob- 


scned,  how  common  it  was  for  people  to  talk 
from  books  ;  to  retail  the  sientiment*  of  oiheiis 
and  not  their  own  ;  in  sliort,  to  converse  with- 
out any  originality  of  tliinking.  He  was  pleated 
to  say,  '*  You  and  I  do  not  talk  from  bookR." 

7'hursdetj/,  Nttv.  4.  —  1  w«d  glad  to  have  nt 
length  a  verj'  fine  day,  on  whitth  I  conhJ  phow 
IJr.  Johnson  the  place  of  my  family,  which  he 
has  honoured  with  bo  mitcli  uticntion  tu  hia 
*'  Journey.  '*  He  is,  however^  ntij^rakcn  in 
tliinking  that  the  C*eltic  name,  Auchiideck,  ha» 
no  relation  to  the  natural  appearance  of  it.  I 
lielieve  c\cry  Celtic  name  of  a  place  will  be 
found  very  descriiitive.  Auchinleck  doe«  not 
signify  a  fctonif  fields  as  he  has  said,  but  a  Jitid 
(^  flag'Stonet;  and  this  place  haw  a  number  of 
rocks,  wliich  abound  in  strata  of  ijjai  kind. 
The  "  sullen  dignity  of  the  old  castle,"  aa  he 
has  forcibly  expressed  il^,  delighted  him  cjt- 
ceedingly.  On  one  side  of  the  n:»cJw  on  which 
ita  ruins  stand,  runs  the  river  Lugar,  which  \s 
here  of  considerable  breadth,  .ind  is  bordcrt*d 
by  other  high  rock.^  shaded  with  wo«id.  On 
the  other  side  runs  a  brook,  tkirte^l  in  the  ^ama 
manner,  but  on  a  smaller  scale.  1  cannot  figure 
a  more  romantic  scene. 

I  felt  myself  elated  here,  and  expatiated  to 
my  illustrious  Mentor  on  the  antiquity  and 
honourable  alliance*>  of  my  family,  sirid  on  lh« 
merit*  of  its  founder,  Thomas  BoswpII.^  wlta 
was  highly  favoured  by  his  sovi  t  T  i 

IV.  of  JScotland,  and  fell  with  him  t 

of  Flodden-lield  ;  and  in  the  glow  m  « jjiif, 
am  sensible^  will,  in  a  commercial  agc»  be  cnn- 
sidered  as  genealogical  enthuiiiasni,  did  oat 
omit  to  mention  what  I  was  sure  my  Aricmdi 
would  not  think  lightly  of,  my  relation  to  tin 
royal  personage,  whose  liberality,  on  Lis  acces- 
sion to  the  throne,  had  given  him  comfort  aod 
independence.  I  have,  in  a  former  page,  ao 
kiiowledged  my  pride  of  ancient  blood,  in  trhich 
I  was  encouraged  by  Dr.  Johnson  :  luy  reaidcrs^ 
therefore,  wilf  not  be  surprised  at  iny  having 
indulged  it  on  this  occasion. 

Not  far  from  the  old  castle  is  a  spot  of  con* 
sccrated  earth,  on  which  may  be  traced  the 
foundations  of  an  ancient  cha|»cl,  dedicated  to 
St.  Vincent,  and  where  in  old  tim"^  *■  ''^  "  the 
place  of  graves  "  tor  the  family,     i  me 

to  think  that   the   remains  of  ti  rrc, 

which  were  considerable,  were  dragged  away,, 
and  employed  in  budding  a  part  of  the  hotue 
of  Auchinleck,  of  the  middle  age;  which  was 
the  iataily  residence,  till  my  father  erected  that 


rlta  , 


•  •1I 

wan 
Inn 


U.  What  A«»  he  ?  ••    "  K> 
"  ymi  hate  dooe  TirUh  avu 
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"  «ieg«nt  mo<l<irn  nwwston, "  of  which  Dr. 
Johnson  spak'!!  so  liaii<l8oinely.  Perhaps  this 
chap-4  miiy  one  day  be  reatorcd. 

Dr*  Johnson  wiis  pleuscd  when  I  showed  him 
tiAinr>  Vfnoralil*'  nitl  frefs,  under  the  shade  of 
which  ii  I  :  ^  had  walked-     He  exhorted 

me  to  I  I'tu^ily,  oit  my  futher  h&d  done 

A»  I  wandered  with  my  reverend  friend  in 
ffrovrj  of  Aucbinliick,  I  told  hitti,  thiil,  if  I 
««»rvi»ed  him,  it  was  my  intention  to  ercj-t  n 
moaiitnent  to  him  here,  amon^  scenes  whi<;h, 
in  mt  mind,  w*.Te  all  classical ;  for,  in  iny  youth, 
1  bai)  appropriuted  to  them  many  of  the  descrip- 
tSons  or  the  Romnn  pejets.  He  could  not  hoar 
lo  hftYe  deulh  presented  U*  him  in  any  shape ; 
for  hia  constitutional  im^lancholy  maile  the  knig 
of  ti^rrors  more  trlghtfttl.  He  turned  off  the 
8«hhf  f,  Bftybig,  *•  Sir,  I  hope  to  see  your  grand- 
children/' 

Tht5  forenoon  he  ohserved  some  cattle  with- 
out horn»,  of  which  he  h:u^  taken  notice  in  his 
**  J.,„rii,  I,"  iiM<i  ^.  f-riK  undecided  whether  they 
I"  His  doubts  appear  to 

i.i  m ;   for  my  respectable 

neighbour,  Mr.  Fairlie^  who,  with  all  his  atten- 
tion to  agriculttire,  finds  time  both  for  the 
c]aii«ic«  and  his  friend*,  assures  me  they  are  a 
distinct  species,  and  tliiit,  when  any  of  their 
caKe«  have  honis^  a  mixture  of  breed  can  be 
traced.  In  confirmation  of  bis  opinion,  he 
iMiintit!  ntit  lo  me  the  followuig  ptifisage  in 
Taeitui^  "  A>  anufntin  t^nidem  MtntM  hmtor^  nut 
W/,T-r,r  /V.,..f..  ••  .  iK.  >|or.  (ienn.  §  5.),  which 
h  d  Dr.  Johnson. 

'  J  house  of  Am^Jiiiilcck  b 

thif  inflcription :  — 


►♦•  Qtiod  pctis  hie  est  : 


Enl  Ulubrii ;  animus  %\  to  non  deficit  squus."  ^ 

It  \%  (•hiiractenstio  of  the  founder;  but  the 
ammua  tTi]uii%  is,  iiiaa  !  not  inheritable,  n<jr  the 
trnbjert  of  devise.  He  always  taUte4l  to  me  as 
if  U  wfre  in  a  ni:rm*a  own  power  to  attain  it ; 

bi^  "     '^  '  "         '    -'  1  to  him, 

HI  that  it 

w^  ,.,  ■*^..^ ,^-M. ^.w.* 4,  or  the 

eHect  of  cauMJS  which  do  not  depend  on  our- 


'  The  ffe^  \<n\  twli  U  l»er<!t  —  %\\9tf  U  *l  not ?  — 
Ji  your  »«■  alnd  Ikk  «no«l  i<»  iu  Inr  7 

llor.  1  EpUt.  11,30.  — C. 


soIt^,  and  that  Horace  boasts  too  much,  when 
he  8aySt  aquum  mi  ant  mum  ipjte  parabo^ 

Friday^  Nae.  5.  —  The  Uev.  Jlr.  Dun^,  our 
parish  minister,  who  had  dined  with  us  y«wt*?r- 
duy,  with  some  other  company,  inflated  that 
Dr.  John?MDn  and  I  should  dine  witli  him  to- 
day lliiii  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  nhow 
mj  friend  the  road  to  the  church,  made  by  ray 
father  at  a  great  expense,  for  above  three  mile$, 
on  his  own  estate,  thTou«;h  a  raujjjc  of  wcll- 
cncloaed  farms,  with  a  row  of  trees  on  each 
side  of  it»  He  called  it  the  via  ittcra^  and  vtvk& 
vi^ry  fond  of  it.  Dr.  Johmion,  though  he  held 
notions  far  distant  from  tiiose  of  the  presbyte- 
riati  clergy,  yet  could  associate  on  «;oo<l  t<?nna 
with  them.  He,  indeed^  occajsionally  al  lacked 
them.  One  of  them  discovered  a  narrowness 
of  iutormation  concerning  the  dignitaries  of 
the  church  of  England,  among  whom  may  liie 
found  men  of  the  greatest  learning,  virtue,  and 
piety,  and  of  a  trulv  a|K>stolic  character.  He 
talked  before  Dr.  Johnson  of  fat  bisboiis  and 
drowsy  rlcana ;  an<l,  in  short,  seemed  to  Delievc 
the  illiberal  and  profane  scoftiuErs  ot*  professed 
satiristi?,  or  vuljjar  railers.  Dr.  Johnson  waa 
80  highly  offended,  that  be  said  to  him,  "  Sir» 
you  know  no  more  of  our  church  thjui  a  Hot- 
tentot."* I  was  sorry  that  he  brought  this 
upon  himscli*. 

SaUtTday^  Nov.  6.  —  I  cannot  be  certain 
whether  it  was  on  this  day,  or  a  former,  that 
Dr.  Johnson  and  my  father  cnmo  iu  collision. 
If  I  recollect  right,  the  contest  began  while  my 
fatlier  ^  '«>  «l...xLM.>.r  K^i^  his  collection  of  medalr*; 
and  <  '  -^  foin  uTjfnrtimaudy  in- 

trodu'  I'irstandToryL'^m.    llicy 

becaiue  e.\  irra  and  violent,  and  1  was 

very  niucli  •  by  b*?ing  prrnent  at  aut-h 

an  altercation  belween  two  men,  both  of  wiiom 
I  rcverenceii ;  yet  I  durst  not  interfere.  It 
would  certainly  be  very  unliecomirig  in  me  to 
e;ihibit  my  honoured  father  and  my  rcirf>ecled 
friend,  as  intellectual  glndiutors,  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  publlr  ;  und,  therefore,  I  sup- 
press what  would,  1  dare  say,  make  an  inter- 
esting scene  in  this  dramatic  sketch,  ihia 
account  of  the  tran;iit  of  John&on  over  the 
Coledoniiui  hemisphere.^ 


Ui  .IK  h,  Hjt 


prrabjptrrlAnllf  m.     Thv^ie  the  old  lord  rjirriNt 

iiiiujU    I^<  i.'fk!.  Hint    utii*.  wljr  r.   i   roUiif  r*  Umn 
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Yet  I  think  I  may,  without  impropriety, 
tnvntian  one  circutnaliiiu'e,  as  tin  instaiiw  of 
iny  ri»tbtT*s  ndilress.  Dr.  Joltngim  clinllenged 
liuii^  a,s  he  did  us  all  at  Talisker,  to  point  out 
any  tlicolojiiciil  works  of  merit  written  by  pres- 
byteriun  mJni.Hlcrs  iu  Si^tJiland.  My  iufhcr, 
whose  studieii  did  not  lie  unith  in  that  way, 
owned  to  me  afterwards,  that  ho  wtw  somewhat 
at  a  loBS  how  to  answer,  but  that  luckily  he 
recollected  having  read  in  catu!o*2[ues  the  title 
of  Durham  on  th«  (.Jalatians ;  upon  which  he 
boldly  sail  I,  *'  Pray,  Sir,  have  you  read  ^Ir. 
Durhaju'a  excellent  coranientary  ou  the  Gala- 
tians  J*  "  "No,  Sir,"  aaid  Dr,  Johnson,  liy 
this  hii^ky  lhoun|hl  uiy  fathtr  kept  him  at  bay, 
aiul  for  son»e  time  enjoyed  his  triumph '  \  but 
his  antiigfmist  soon  made  a  retort,  which  I  for- 
bear to  nientiim. 

In  the  course  of  their  altercation,  ^Vhifr<^isni 
mid  preabyterianisiii,  Toryism  iind  episcopacy, 
were  tenMbly  bulifeted.  ily  w«»rthy  heTedilory 
friend,  Sir  .}ohn  Pringle,  never  having  been 
mentioned,  huppily  escaped  without  a  hrui«e. 

My  father's  opinion  of  Dr.  Johnson  may  be 
coDJecfurcii  trooi  the  name  he  afterwards  gave 
him,  which  was  IJns.K  Major.  Rut  it  is  not 
true,  as  has  been  reported,  that  it  was  in  con- 
fietpienefof  my  saying  tJiat  he  was  comtcIUdimi" 
of  genius  and  literature.  It  was  a  aly  abrupt 
expression  to  one  O'f  bis  brethren  on  the  bench 
of  the  court  of  seission,  in  whidi  Dr.  Jolmson 
vrw  tiien  standing ;  but  it  was  not  said  in  bis 
lioiirm^. 

Sumit^,  Nov.  7.  —  My  father  and  I  went  to 

ftiblic  worshin  in  our  paiish  church,  in  wliich 
regretted  that  Dr.  Johnson  would  not  join 
us;  for,  thimgh  we  have  there  no  lurm  of 
prayer,  nor  nia^jnificent  solemnity,  yet,  as  God 
i»  worshipped  m  spirit  and  in  truth,  and  the 
saniie  doctrines  preached  as  in  the  church  of 
England,  my  friend  woulcl  certainly  have 
sihown  more  liberality,  had  ho  attended.  I 
douVit  not,  however,  but  he  employed  his  time 
in  nrivatc  to  very  good  purpose.  His  uniform 
ana  fervent  niety  was  manifested  on  many 
occafltoiut  duriiie  our  tour,  which  I  have  not 
mentioned.  His  reason  for  not  joining  in 
presbyt/crian  worship  baa  been  recorded  in  a 
former  page.' 

Monday^  Nov,  8.  ^  Notwithstanding  the 
altercation  that  had  passed,  my  father,  who  had 
the  dignified  courf/'sy  of  an  old  baron,  was 
very  civil  to  Dr.  Johnson,  and  jiotitely  attended 
him  to  the  post-chaise  which  was  to  convey  na 
to  Edinburgh. 

Thus  they  parted*  They  are  now  in  another, 
and  a  higher  state  of  ejtist^nce  ^ :  and  as  they 


were  botli  worthy  christian  men,  I  trust  tboy 
have  met  in  hiippiiiess.  But  1  niuitt  ol>«ierYtw 
in  justice  to  n»y  frienifa  political  principle*, 
and  my  own,  ihot  they  have  met  in  a  |\lo«?c 
^li^.T-..  ii,,.r..  ;.  r,.,  fooiTi  fur  Whtggxjfm, 

<it.  to  a  gtHul  iuu  oi  Hiiniiltmi. 

Tursday^  Nov.  \i. — ^I  wielied  to  have  shown 
Dr.  Jnhijstm  the  Duke  of  Hatuiltorrs  liouse^ 
commonly  called  the  palace  of  Hamilton,  which 
\&  close  by  the  town.  It  i*  nn  object  which, 
having  l>een  ]>o'ujted  out  to  me  as  a  fiyAendid 
edifice,  from  my  cartieat  year*,  in  travelling 
between  Auchinleck  ;ni  '  ''  '     '        '     '  'ill 

great,  grandeur  iu  my  ir  id 

consented  to  stop,  and  w^s-^  lu.  ...u-ujh  v.i  it,, 
but  could  not  l>e  persuaded  to  go  into  it. 

We  arrived  this  night  at  Edinburffh,  after 
an  absence  of  eighty -three  day*.  For  five 
wecku  together,  of  the  tem|>estuoufi  «eiuon, 
there  had  been  no  account  received  of  u>**  I 
cannot  express  how  happy  I  wits  on  fiuiJiDg 
myself  again  at  home. 
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norjuirr  ;  fur  It  turn*  omL  Ihnl  llirru  i«  iiu  luch  book  «• 
lltsrUjini   "on   tli*   GuitttuiHt,"   though   Uicre  iii   "  oU   (tie 
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Edinburgh,  —  jMrd    EfihimJL — Edinfmri^k    C^tih. 

anj  Ftnitv  at  Comp»imon$.  —  lifnravian  Mi**trmt 
ami  Metfrndiim,  —  llttttor^,  —  HobtrUrm,  —  A^ 
billioH.  —  Lord  Muntjitlii.  —  [iickantMyn.  —  /V»- 
vnlc  Lift  uf  a  Judtjt.  —  Blnir,  —  Bo^is'fil'*  littita* 
ftoMs.  —  Officers  tif  the  Atmy,  —  Acttdtmy  ferr 
Ihttf  and  Dumb,  —  SiiAvh  Hujhlandrr  tmd  En^Htk 
Satior.  —  Botiin  and  Hawlhamdcn,  —  CmttMintiL. 
—  Sir  Jfdin  Dalrt/mple.  —  Juhwum't  fhjMtrturt  Ji^r 
Lnndtia.  —  Lfltev*  from  Lord  Hailrt  «ml  Mr. 
Xhrnpntrr,  —  CorTrfftnndfnfe  with  Ifti*ayt  -^  Cvm- 
ehmtm  of  tJkf  Tour  to  the  Hthride$. 

I  Wedmsday,  Nop.  10.  — Old  Mr.  DrumnKioii, 

the  bookseller,  came  to  breidtfast.  Dr.  John- 
son and  he  had  not  met  for  ten  years.  There 
waa  respect  on  hia  side^  and  kindness  <m  Dr. 
Johnson'ii.  Soon  afterwards  Lord  Eltlmnk 
came  in,  and  was  much  pleased  at  sooiug  Dr. 
Jchnijon  'in    Scotland.       His    Lm  '  *  iii, 

"hardly  any  thing  seemed  to  Iiim  .*- 

b.lblc*  Dr.  Johnson  had  a  very  hi  J  ij  -M'limjn 
of  him.  Speaking  of  hhii  to  me,  he  ciiarai> 
terised  him  thiij^ :  "■  Lonl  Elibank  has  read  a 
great  deal.  It  i«  tnie,  1  tan  fmd  in  bo<^iks  all 
that  he  has  read ;  but  he  has  a  gre^t  deal  of 


Un-(*/iin.rHM"  a.  work,  bawerer.  of  whirl*  Johtitnn  p#riitap« 
'.  ror  it  ««•  fli«t  priniisl  In  AtunvKtata.  bud 
inbur^h,  IAaO,  Anil  tteier,  aa  II  MH^a*.  r**^ 
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*  Lord  iiK 
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too  strong,  it  IS  but  fair  to  aild,  tbat  he  ail- 
mittcd  the  same  kind  of  ready  belief  might 
be  found  in  his  own  country.  "  He  would  un- 
dertake,"  he  said,  "  to  write  an  t'pic  pof m  on 
the  story  of  Kobin  Hood;  and  half  En^'Lind, 
to  whom  the  numes  and  pbiccs  he  should  men- 
tion in  it  are  fauiiliHr,  would  believe  and  declare 
they  had  beard  it  from  their  earliest  years." 

One  of  hh  objections  to  the  authenticity  of 
Fingiil,  during  the  eanverstutiun  at  llbnish,  h 
omitted  in  my  Journal,  but  I  perfectly  recol- 
lect it.  **  why  iH  not  the  original  dcjKjsited  in 
some  public  library,  instead  of  exhibiting  attest' 
atiouA  of  its  exij^lence  ?  Suppose  there  was  a 
question  in  a  court  of  justice,  whether  a  man 
l>e  dead  »r  idive.  You  aver  he  is  alive,  and 
you  bring  fifty  witnesses  to  swear  it.  1  answer, 
*  Wliy  do  you  not  produce  the  man?'  "  This 
is  an  ftrji;tunent  founded  on  one  of  the  first 
principles  of  the  law  of  evidences,  which  Gilbert' 
would  have  held  to  be  irrefragable. 

I  do  not  think  it  incumbent  on  mc  to  ^ve 
any  prcci*c  decided  opinion  upon  tliia  question, 
as  to  whifh  1  believed  more  than  some,  and 
less  than  others.  The  subject  appears  to  have 
now  become  very  uuiutereating  tu  the  public. 
ITiat  Fuigal  is  not  from  begiuninjj  to  end  a 
translation  from  the  Gaelic,  but  that  smni*  pas- 
sage* have  been  smiplied  by  the  editor  to  eou- 
nect  the  whole,  I  huve  heiu*d  admitted  by 
very  warm  advocates  for  its  authenticity.  If 
this  be  ll»c  case,  why  are  not  theae  distinctly 
ascertained  ?  Antiquaries  and  admirers  oj'  the 
work  niuy  complain,  that  they  are  in  a  situation 
fiimdar  to  th.at  of  the  unhappy  gentleman  whoj^e 
wife  informed  hitn,  on  her  death-bed,  that  one  of 
their  i-eput^'d  children  was  not  his ;  and,  when 
he  eagerly  begged  her  to  declare  which  of  them 
it  was,  ahc  answered,  *^  l^fiai  yim  shall  never 
know;"  and  ejtpired,  leaving  him  in  irreme- 
diable doubt  OH  to  them  all. 

I  beg  leave  now  to  *ay  something  upon 
pecond-sight,  of  which  I  have  related  two  in- 
alancea,  na  they  impressed  my  mind  at  the  lime. 
X  own,  1  returned  from  the  Hebiides  with  a 
considerable  deorree  of  faith  in  the  many  stories 
of  that  kind  which  T  heard  with  a  too  easy 
acquiescence,  without  any  close  examination 
of  the  evidence ;  butj  since  that  time,  my  belief 
in  those  stories  hjis  l>een  much  weakened,  by 
reflecting  on  the  careless  imncuracv  of  narra- 
tive in  common  matters,  from  which  we  may 
certainly  conclude  that  there  may  be  the  sauie 
tn  wh;it  la  more  extraordinary.  It  is  but  just, 
however,  to  add,  that  the  b<dief  in  second-sight 
is  not  peculiar  to  the  Hi^hlauflg  and  Isles. 

Some  years  after  our  Tour,  ii  cskxise  was  tried 
in  the  court  of  session,  where  the  principal  fact 
to  h<i  ascei  tuined  was,  whether  a  ?hip-ma?ter, 
who  used  to  frccjiient  the  Wcjstem  Highlands 
and  Isles,  was  drowned  in  one  porticukr  year, 


'  Oil^f  B<u-an   Gttbrrt  wrote  «  treatUe  on  Eviimet.— 
'  Dr.  liriklna  and  ^Ir.  Walkur  wo  tlio  two  clergymen 


or  in  the  year  after.  A  great  number  of  wit- 
nesses from  those  parts  were  examined  on  e^h 
side,  and  swore  directly  contrary  to  eaeli  other 
upon  this  simple  question.  One  of  tfjem^  a 
very  respectable  chieftain,  who  told  me  a  story 
of  Bccond-sight,  whiih  I  have  not  mcutioncd, 
but  which  I  too  implicitly  believed,  hjjil  in  this 
case,  previous  to  this  public  exaininntion,  not 
only  said,  but  attested  under  his  h;oi'K  lliit  he 
had  seen  the  ship-master  in  the  ycu  nt 

to  tlmt  in  which  the  court  was  fin;  ird 

he  waa  drowned.  When  interrogat^*d  wuii  tltc 
strictness  of  judicial  inijiiir>',  Mud  under  the* 
awe  of  an  oath,  he  recollected  himaelf  betteT» 
and  retracted  what  he  had  formerly  iutfirrtw), 
apologising  for  his  inaccuracy,  by  telling  thp 
jmlges,  '*  A  man  will  Aoy  what  he  wili  not 
swear.*''  By  many  he  was  much  censured,  and 
it  was  maintainetl,  tliat  every  gentleman  wtndd 
be  as  attentive  to  truth  without  the  ^unction  of 
an  oath  tis  with  it.  Dr.  Johnson,  though  Im; 
himself  was  distinguished  at  all  times  by  a  scru- 
pulous adherence  tn  truth,  controvertetl  \Xm 
proposition ;  and,  as  a  proof  that  thi*  was  not^ 
though  it  oug[ht  to  be,  (he  case,  urge*!  tin;  vety 
diiferent  decisions  of  elections  under  Air.  Greo- 
ville's  Act,  from  those  formerly  made.  **  Gcw» 
tlemen  will  not  pronounce  ujkiu  oath,  what 
thev  would  have  said,  and  voted  in  the  hututiii 
without  that  stinction." 

However  diflieult  it  may  be  for  men  who 
believe  in  preternatural  commumcaii<ms,  in 
modem  times,  to  sati&ty  those  who  are  of  a 
different  opinion,  they  may  easily  refute  tic 
doctrine  of  their  opponents,  who  impute  a 
belief  in  second-sight  to  supersitition.  To  en- 
tertain a  visionary  notion  that  one  seed  a  dia« 
tant  or  fiiture  event  maybe  called  super^titioci ; 
but  the  correspondence  of  tlie  fact  or  evetit 
with  such  an  impression  on  the  fancy,  though 
certainly  very  wonderfiil,  if  proved,  has  no 
more  connection  with  superstition  than  mag- 
netism  or  electricity. 

After  dinner  various  topics  were  discuas«?d; 
but  I  recollect  only  one  particular.  Dr.  John- 
son compared  the  different  talents  of  Garrick 
nud  Foote,  as  companions,  and  gave  Garrick 
greatly  the  preference  for  elegance,  thoug^h  be 
allowed  Foote  extraonlinary  powers  of  enter- 
taimnent.  He  said,  "  Garrick  is  restrained  by 
some  principle ;  but  Foote  has  the  advantaps 
of  an  unlimited  range.  Garrick  hae  some  dcG- 
caey  of  feeling :  it  is  po«isible  to  put  him 
outt  you  may  get  the  better  of  hnn:  but 
P'oote  is  tlie  most  incompr<^sible  follow  thai 
I  ever  knew  •.  when  you  have  driven  him  tiuo 
a  corner,  and  think  )'ou  are  sure  of  him.  ba 
runs  tlu'ough  between  your  legs,  or  jamjw 
over  your  head,  and  makes  his  e^eajn  ,** 

Dr.  Erskine  and  Mr.  Robert  V'  ^j 

very  respectable    ministers    of    i  ', 


flrtrrilied  in  Gmt  ManmfHng, 
p.  879.  n.  3.  — LocKOArr. 


At  to  Dr.  Wetahtor.  «rr  mJ^. 
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iiupped  with  us,  an  did  the  Rev.  Dr.  Webster. 
The  conversation  turned  on  the  Moravian  mis- 
sions, and  on  the  methodists.  Dr.  Johnson 
observed  in  general,  that  missionaries  were  too 
sanguine  in  their  accounts  of  their  success 
among  savages,  and  that  much  of  what  they 
tell  is  not  to  be  believed.  He  owned  thatjthe 
methodists  had  done  good;  had  spread  reli- 
gious impressions  among  the  vul^r  part  of 
mankind;  but,  he  said,  thej  had  great  bit- 
terness against  other  Christians,  and  that  he 
never  cotdd  get  a  methodist  to  explain  in  what 
he  excelled  others  ;  that  it  always  ended  in  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  hearing  one  of  their 
preachers. 

Thursday^  Nov.  11.  —  Principal  Robertson 
came  to  us  as  we  sat  at  breakfast ;  he  advanced 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  repeating  a  line  of  Virgil, 
which  I  forget.     I  suppose,  either 

*'  Post  varios  casus,  per  tot  discrimina  renim, "' 

or 

*«  —  multum  ille  ct  terris  jactatus,  et  alto."* 

Every  body  had  accosted  us  with  some  studied 
compliment  on  our  return.  Dr.  Johnson  said, 
"  I  am  really  ashamed  of  the  congratulations 
which  we  receive.  We  are  addressed  as  if  we 
had  made  a  voyage  to  Nova  Zembia,  and  suf- 
fered five  persecutions  in  Japan."  And  he 
afterwards  remarked,  that  *'  to  see  a  man  come 
up  wiUi  a  formal  air,  and  a  Latin  line,  when 
we  had  no  fatigue  and  no  danger,  was  pro- 
voking." I  told  him,  he  was  not  sensible  of 
the  danger,  having  lain  under  cover  in  the 
boat  during  the  storm :  he  was  like  the  chicken, 
that  hides  its  head  under  its  wing,  and  then 
thinks  itself  safe. 

Lord  Elibank  came  to  us,  as  did  Sir  William 
Forbes.  The  raah  attempt  in  1745  being 
mentioned,  I  observed,  that  it  would  make  a 
fine  piece  of  history.'  Dr.  Johnson  said  it 
would.  Lord  Elibank  doubted  whether  any 
man  of  this  age  could  give  it  impartially. 
Johnson.  **  A  man,  by  talking  with  those  of 
different  sides,  who  were  actors  in  it,  and  put- 
ting down  all  that  he  hears,  may  in  time  collect 
the  materials  of  a  good  narrative.  You  are 
to  consider,  all  history  was  at  first  oral.  I 
suppose  Voltaire  was  nfty  years  *  in  collecting 
his  *'  Louis  XIV.*  which  be  did  in  the  way  that 


*  **  Through  Tarious  hazards  and  events  we  move." 

,  Dryden — Boswell. 

'    "Long  labours  both  by  sea  and  land  he  bore." 

Drydrn — Bosvtkll. 

*  It  were  to  be  wished  that  the  master  hand  of  Sir  Walter 
Seoit.  which  has  created  a  European  Interest  in  the  details 
oftheScotrh  rhararter  and  manoprs,  should  give  us  a  hls- 
toiy  of  the  Young  Pretender's  proceedings.  Mr.  Boswell's 
note*,  the  work  caJled  "  Atcanius,"  the  journals  in  the  Lock- 
hut  papers,  and  the  periodical  publications  of  the  dajr, 
eootftin  a  great  deal  of  the  prince's  personal  history  ;  and  the 
■rchlTca  of  thr  public  offices  and  the  Stuart  papers  would  pro- 
babiT  be  op^n  to  his  inauiries.  There  is  perhaps  little  new  to 
tell.  Dot  It  might  be  collected  into  one  Tlew,  and  the  interest 
kcigbtened  by  his  admirable  powers  of  narration.  —  Croker. 
IML  This  was  written  in  the  hope  of  directing  my  illus- 
Irloos  (Heod's  mind  to  a  lighter,  as  I  thought,  and  less 
cscfCiDg  task  than  original  InTention ;  but,  alas,  the  over- 


I  am  proposing."  Robebtson.  •*  He  did  so. 
He  lived  much  with  all  the  great  people  who 
were  concerned  in  that  reign,  and  heard  them 
talk  of  every  thing ;  and  then  either  took  Mr. 
Bosweirs  way  of  writing  down  what  he  heard, 
or,  which  is  as  good,  preserved  it  in  his  me- 
morv ;  for  he  has  a  wonderful  memory."  With 
the  leave,  however,  of  this  elegant  historian, 
no  man's  memory  can  preserve  facts  or  sayings 
with  such  fidelity  as  may  be  done  by  writing 
them  down  when  they  are  recent  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson said,  *^  It  was  now  full  time  to  make 
such  a  collection  as  Dr.  Johnson  suggested ; 
for  many  of  the  people  who  were  then  m  arms 
were  dropping  off;  and  both  Whigs  and  Jaco- 
bites were  now  come  to  talk  with  moderation." 
Lord  Elibank  said  to  him,  "Mr.  Robertson, 
the  first  thing  that  gave  me  a  high  opinion  of 
you  was  your  saying  in  the  Select  Society  ^, 
while  parties  ran  mgh,  soon  after  the  year 
1745,  tnat  you  did  not  think  worse  of  a  man's 
moral  character  for  his  having  been  in  rebel- 
lion. This  was  venturing  to  utter  a  liberal 
sentiment,  while  both  sides  had  a  detestation 
of  each  other." 

Dr.  Johnson  observed,  that  bein^  in  rebel- 
lion from  a  notion  of  another's  right  was  not 
connected  with  depravity;  and  that  we  had 
this  proof  of  it,  that  all  mankind  applauded 
the  pardoning  of  rebels ;  which  they  would 
not  do  in  the  case  of  robbers  and  murderers. 
He  said,  with  a  smile,  that  "  he  wondered  that 
the  phrase  of  unnatural  rebellion  should  be  so 
much  used,  for  that  all  rebellion  was  natural 
to  man." 


As  I  kept  no  Journal  of  any  thing  that 
passed  after  this  morning,  I  shall,  from  memorv, 
group  together  this  and  the  other  days,  till 
that  on  which  Dr.  Johnson  departed  for  London. 
They  were  in  all  nine  days ;  on  which  he  dined 
at  Lady  Colvill's,  Lord  Hailes's,  Sir  Adolphus 
Oughton's,  Sir  Alexander  Dick's,  Principal 
Robertson's,  Mr.  M'Laurin's,  and  thritrc  at 
Lord  Elibank's  seat  in  the  country,  where  we 
also  passed  two  nights.  He  supped  at  the 
Hon.  Alexander  Gordon's,  now  one  of  our 
judges,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Rockville;    at 


worked  intellect  had  already  begun  to  fail,  and  1  think  I  may 
say  that  the  notes  which  his  friendship  had  furnished  to  this 
work,  were  nearly  the  last  effbrts  of  his  perfect  mind.  He 
died  within  little  more  than  a  year  alter  thoir  publication, 
on  a  calm  and  beautiful  noon  of  the  autumnal  equinox,  21st 
Sept.  IS32,  "  in  proience  of  all  his  children."  The  la»t  wene 
was  one  that  he  himself  would  have  loved  to  anticipate  !  *'  It 
was."  says  Mr.  Lockhart,  "  a  Iteautiful  dar :  so  warm  that 
etcry  wintlow  was  open :  and  so  perfwlfy  still,  that  the 
sound  of  all  others  moit  delicious  to  his  ear.  the  gentle 
ripple  of  the  Tweed  over  its  pebbles,  was  distinctly  audible 
as  we  knelt  around  the  bed,  and  his  eldest  son  kissed  and 
closed  his  eyes."    Lockkart'i  Life.  —  Crokir.  1S46. 

*  Hardly  —  he  was  only  57  when  it  was  published 

Choker. 

*  A  society  for  debate  In  Edinburgh,  consitting  of  the 
most  eminent  men Boswrll. 
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'hlr.  Nairne'*,  now  oho  one  of  our  judges,  by 
t}\o  iillii  of  Lt»ni  Dunaintui ;  »l  Dr.  liUir  g  and 
Mr.  Tytlur*a ;  and  at  my  house  tbrioe,  cme 
evcniiig  with  a  numerous  company^  cliielly 
gentl'Mineji  ot'tlie  law  ;  jinolltcr  wifh  Mr.  Mcii- 
zies  »r  Culdares,  ami  Lord  Monbotldo,  who 
dweiijfiiged  himself  on  ptirpMse  to  imeot  him ; 
tiiid  the  I'veiiin^  on  whlrli  we  returnod  from 
liOrd  Elihuuk's,  he  Aup(>cd  with  my  wife  sxnd 
me  by  oiiridves. 

He  brcaki'tisti'd  »t  Dr.  Welffltcr's,  at  ol*l  Mr. 
Drumruoii*rs^  and  at  Dr.  lilacklock'a  ;  und 
spent  one  forenoon  at  my  uncle  l>r.  Bo^well's, 
who  showed  liim  his  curious  museum;  and,  aa 
he  was  an  cleffunt  scholar,  tuxd  a  physician 
bred  in  the  sehool  of  Boerhimvc,  Dr«  Johnsoa 
was  pleased  ivith  his  eorapany. 

Oh  the  moniin^a  when  he  breakfasted  at  my 
house^  he  hail,  from  ten  o'elock  tiU  one  or  two, 
a  constant  levee  of  vtirious  per^^onH,  of  very 
di(Tijrent  rhrtnictcrs  and  deacinptionjj.  1  could 
not  atteud  him,  being  obli;|ied  to  be  in  the 
court  of  session  ;  but  my  wife  was  so  jijood  as 
to  devote  the  greater  part  of  the  morning  to 
the  endless  task  of  pouring  out  tea  for  my 
friend  and  hid  visitera. 

Such  was  the  disposition  of  his  time  at  Edin- 
burgh, lie  said  one  evening  to  me,  in  a  fit  of 
lanefuor,  "  Sir,  we  have  been  harassed  by  in- 
vitations." I  acquiesced.  **A}r,  Sir/'  he  replied  ; 
"  but  how  much  worse  would  it  have  been  if  we 
had  been  neglected  ?  " 

From  wlifii  has  been  recorded  in  thiss  Journal, 
it  may  wAl  be  sup]iosed  that  a  variety  of  admir- 
able conversation  has  been  lost,  by  my  nealect 
to  pi-eserve  it.  I  shall  endeavour  to  reeollect 
some  of  it  as  well  as  I  can. 

At  Lady  Colvill's,  to  whom  I  am  proud  to 
introduce  any  stranger  of  eminence,  that  he 
may  set?  what  dignity  and  grace  i.^  to  be  found 
in  Scotland,  an  officer  observed  that  he  had 
heard  Lord  Mansfield  wa;3  not  a  great  English 
lawytir.  Joiinsos.  "'  Why,  Sir,  supjwsing  Lord 
MuitMfteld  not  to  have  the  splendid  talents 
whi(;h  he  possesses,  he  must  be  a  great  English 
liiwyer,  from  bavin*,'  been  m  lonj;  at  the  bar, 
JUid  having  passt^l  through  so  many  of  the 
p'eat  offices  of  tiie  law.  Sir,  you  may  as  well 
maintain  that  a  carrier,  who  hns  driven  a  pack- 
hoi'se  iM'twt'en  Edinburgh  and  Berwick  for 
thirty  years,  does  not  know  the  road,  as  that 
Lord  Manslield  does  not  know  the  law  of 
Endaml,** 

At  Mr,  Noirne's  he  drew  the  character  of 
Riehardsont  the  author  of  ClariAgat  with  a 
filron^  yet  tielii-ate  j>oueiL  I  lament  much  that 
I  have  not  preserved  it :  I  only  remember  that 
he  expressed  a  high  opinion  of  his  talents  and 


virtues :  but  observed,  that  *^  hl»  f»ep|>ctiiiil 
study  was  to  wju-d  off  jietty  inconvenienc*?*, 
and  procure  petty  pleasures ;  that  his  love  of 
continual  superiority  was  such  that  he  took 
care  to  be  always  surroiiinde4  by  women,  who 
listened  to  him  implicitly,  and  dwl  not  venture 
to  controvert  his  opiniontj ' ;  and  that  bin  (It^^ire 
of  di.Htinction  w:tii  ho  pr*?at,  (hat  he  uaed  to 
jrive  lar^c  vails  to  the  Speaker  Onslow's  st*r- 
vants,  that  they  mi<;l)t  treat  him  wllh  rc?^pert." 

On  the  sani**  eveuin^t  he  wouhl  ntvt  allow 
that  the  private  life  of  a  judge,  in  Eui;laiuL 
was  required  to  be  bo  strictly  dei'or«»Ui»  us  I 
anpTH»9ed.  "  Why,  then,  Sir/*  said  I,  *'  ac- 
coruing  to  your  account,  an  Engli.*<h  jmlge 
may  just  live  like  a  gentleman.^*  .loansois, 
"Yeis  Sir,  — if  be«iK"* 

At  Mr.  Tvtler'*  1  happened  to  tcU  tltat  one 
eveninnr,  a  great  nmny  ^^ear^  ago,  when  Dr. 
Hugh  ISlair  and  1  were  sitting  together  in  the 
pit  of  Drury-Lnne  playhouse,  in  a  wild  l>cak 
of  youthful  extravagance,  1  enterLained  the 
iittdieuce  prfxHgromhjy  by  imitating  the  lowing 
of  a  cow.  A  little  while  after  1  hud  udd  ihi* 
story,  I  dilFered  from  Dr.  John5f»n,  [  niopose 
too  confidently,  upon  some  point,  which  1  now 
forjrct.  He  did  not  spare  me.  "  Nay,  Sir," 
said  he,  ^*  if  you  cannot  talk  better  aa  a  mait« 
rd  have  you  bellow  like  a  cow."  * 

At  Dr.  Webster's,  he  sai<l,  that  he  believed 
hardly  any  man  died  without  aSectation.  Tliitf 
remark  appears  tt^  me  to  be  well  founded,  and 
will  account  for  many  of  the  celebrated  dentli- 
bed  sayingis  which  are  recoitleiL 

On  one  of  the  evenings  at  my  bouse, 
he  told  that  Lord  Lovut  boasted  to  an  Ei 
noblciuan  that,  though  he  hatl  not  bin  w« 
he  had  two  thousand  men  whom  he  could 
any  time  call  into  the  field,  the  Hon,  Alexander 
Gordon  observed,  t!>at  those  two  th«Hi8and  men 
brought  him  to  the  block.  **  True,  Sir,'^  said 
Dr.  Johnson  :  *'  but  you  may  just  ns  well 
argue  concerning  a  man  who  has  fallen  over  m 
precipice  to  which  he  has  walked  t<K>  near,  — 
'  His  two  legs  brought  bJm  io  that:*  is  he  nol 
the  better  for  having  twti  legs  ?  '* 

At  Dr.  Blair's  1  left  him,  in  order  to  axiend 
a  consultation,  during  which  he  and  hi*  ""'>■>" 
host  were  by  themselves.  1  returned  f' 
at  which  were  Principal  Robertson,  Mr 
and  some  other  gentlemen.  Dr.  Robrrtioifti 
Dr.  Bhiir,  I  remember,  talked  well  upon 
ordination  and  government;  and,  as  my  fr 
and  I  were  walking  home,  he  said  to  mc, 
these  two  doctors  are  good  men,  and  %is4?  mes,'' 
I  begged  of  Dr.  Hlair  to  recollert  what 
could  of  the  long  conversation  thai  {ia«M«l 
between    Dr.  Johnson    and   htm   alone,   this 


hAurt  I  Attempiml  imUatlon*  of  •ome  othiir  «n|riuil«..  hiH  «HH 

""T"  '•if<'H<Tf  eflV'Cl.      v*-— i   (,..H..,t    ..... —  *  .  ^.. 

'ti    iin   nil    of  ' 

uioa  I  **  —  W«t.iK>  Scott. 
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evening,   and  he  obligingly  wrote  to  me  as 
follows :  — 
I 

DR.  BLAIR  TO  BOSWELL. 

'•  March  3.  1785. 
**  Dkar  Sir, —  As  so  many  years  have  inter- 
vened since  I  chanced  to  have  that  conversation 
with  Dr.  Johnson  in  my  house  to  which  you  refer, 
I  have  forgotten  most  of  what  then  passed ;  but 
remember  that  I  was  both  instructed  and  enter- 
tained by  it  Among  other  subjects,  the  discourse 
happening  to  turn  on  modern  Latin  poets,  the 
'  doctor  expressed  a  very  favourable  opinion  of 
I  Buchanan,  and  instantly  repeated,  from  beginning 
to  end,  an  ode  of  his,  entitled  Ccdenda  Maia  (the 
eleventh  in  his  MiseeUaneorum  Liber)  beginning 
witli  these  words,  «  Salvete  $acris  ddiciU  aaera,^ 
with  which  I  had  formerly  been  unacquainted ;  but 
upon  perusing  it,  the  praise  which  he  bestowed 
upon  it,  as  one  of  the  happiest  of  Buchanan's  poeti- 
cal compositions,  appeared  to  me  very  just.  He 
also  repeated  to  me  a  Latin  ode  he  bad  composed 
in  one  of  the  Western  Islands,  from  which  he  had 
lately  returned.  We  had  much  discourse  concern^ 
ing  his  excursion  to  those  islands,  with  which  he 
expressed  himself  as  having  been  highly  pleased ; 
talked  in  a  favourable  manner  of  the  hospitality  of 
the  inhabitants ;  and  particularly  spoke  much  of 
his  happiness  in  having  you  for  his  companion ;  and 
sud  that  the  longer  he  knew  you,  he  loved  and 
esteemed  you  the  more.  This  conversation  passed 
in  the  interval  between  tea  and  supper,  when  we 
were  by  ourselves.  You,  and  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany who  were  with  us  at  supper,  have  often  taken 
notice  that  he  was  uncommonly  bland  and  gay  that 
evening,  and  gave  much  pleasure  to  all  who  were 
present.  This  is  all  that  I  can  recollect  distinctly 
of  that  long  conversation.     Yours  sincerely, 

"  Hugh  Blair.*' 

At  Lord  HaiWs  we  spent  a  most  agreeable 
day ;  but  again  I  must  lament  that  I  was  so 
indolent  a.s  to  let  almost  all  that  passed  evapo- 
rate into  oblivion.  Dr.  Johnson  observed  there, 
that "  it  is  wonderful  how  ignorant  many  officers 
of  the  army  are,  considering  how  much  leisure 
they  have  for  study,  and  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge."  I  hope  he  was  mistaken  ;  for  he 
maintained  that  many  of  them  were  ignorant 
of  things  belonging  immediately  to  their  own 

Srofcssion;  "for  instance,  many  cannot  tell 
ow  far  a  musket  will  carry  a  bullet ;  *'  in 
proof  of  which,  I  suppose,  he  mentioned  some 
particular  person,  for  Lord  Hailes,  from  whom 
I  solicited  what  he  could  recollect  of  that  day, 
writes  to  me  as  follows :  — 

**  As  to  Dr.  Johnson's  observation  about  the  igno- 
rance of  officers,  in  the  length  that  a  musket  will 
carry,  my  brother,  Colonel  Dalrymplc,  was  pre- 
and  he  thought  that  the  doctor  was  either 


>  Mr.  Thomas  Braidwood  wm  bora  In  Scotland,  in  1715. 
and   died  at  Hackney.    MiddleMZ,    in  October,    1S06.  — 

WUOKT. 

*  One  of  the  bet t  critics  of  our  age  "  doei  not  wish  to  pre- 
vrot  tb«  admirers  of  the  incorrect  and  nerveleM  stjie,  which 
fvscrally  prevailed  for  a  century  before  Dr.  Johnson's  ener* 
gctic  wrttnigs  were  known,  from  enjoying  the  laugh  that  this 
Uory  taxf  piroduce,  in  which  he  is  very  ready  to  Join  them." 


mistaken,  by  putting  the  question  wrong,  or  that 
he  had  conversed  on  the  subject  with  some  person 
out  of  Bervice,  Was  it  upon  thst  occasion  that  he 
expressed  no  curiosity  to  see  the  room  at  Dum- 
fertniinc  where  Charl^  I,  was  born  ?  *  I  know  that 
he  was  born'  (wid  he) ;  ^  no  matter  where. ^  Did  he 
envy  us  the  birthplace  of  the  king  ?  " 

Near  the  end  of  hi*  "  Journey,"  Dr-  John- 
son has  given  libeml  praise  to  J^Lr.  Braid  wood's 
wjadumy  for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  ^^•  ben  he 
vblted  it,  a  circumstance  occorred  which  was 
truly  characterijticid  of  our  great  lexkographer. 
"  Pray,"  said  he,  **  can  they  pronounce  any 
long  words  ?  "^  Mr.  Braidwood  inJbrmed  him 
they  could.  Upon  which  Dr.  Johnson  wrote 
one  of  hja  scMjuiptdtdia  mrhtL,  which  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  schtdara,  and  he  wns  satisfied. 
My  readera  may  perhaps  wish  to  know  what 
the  word  wiis ;  but  1  (?4iunot  gradjy  their 
curiosity,  Mr.  Bnudwood '  told  me  it  re- 
mained long  in  his  school,  bat  had  been  lost 
before  I  made  my  inquiry ,' 

Dr.  Johnson  one  day  visited  the  court  of 
aesaion.  He  thought  the  mode  of  pleading 
tliere  too  Tehement,  and  too  much  addressed 
to  the  paesioni  of  the  judges.  "  ThiSj*'  feaid  he, 
"  h  not  the  Arcopaguj.** 

At  old  Mr,  Drummond'^  Sir  Jebn  Dalrymple 
quaintly  tmid,  the  two  noblest  animahi  in  the 
world  were  a  Scotch  HJ^hlacider  and  an  En- 
glish sailor.  **  Why,  Sir,  said  Dr.  Johnson,  "  I 
shall  say  nothing  m  to  the  Scotch  Highlander; 
but  as  to  the  Lngllsh  sailor,  I  cannot  agree 
with  you."*  Sir  John  aaid  he  was  generous  in 
giving  away  his  money.  JoHB&o!f,  **  Sir,  he 
throws  away  bis  money,  without  thought  and 
without  merit.  I  do  not  call  a  tree  generous, 
that  .^iht'd^  itJJ  fruit  at  evwry  breeze.'*  Sir 
John  having  alFected  to  complain  uf  the 
Rttiicks  made  upon  bis  "  Memoina,"  Dr.  John- 
son said,  **  Nay,  Sir,  do  not  complain.  It  is 
advantageous  to  an  author,  that  hia  book 
sbould  be  attacked  as  wdl  as  praised.  Fame 
is  a  shuttlecock.  If  it  be  struck  only  at  one 
end  of  the  room,  it  wiU  soon  fall  to  the  ground. 
To  keep  it  up,  it  must  be  struck  at  bt)th  ends." 
Often  have  1  reflecteii  on  this  since;  and, 
instead  of  being  angry  at  many  of  those  who 
have  written  agwinst  me,  have  smiled  to  think 
that  they  were  unintentiomdly  subservient  to 
my  fanve,  by  us^ing  a  battJedyrc  to  make  me 
"  mrum  ctiliiarf  per  om  " 

At  Sir  Alexander  Dick's,  from  that  absence 
of  mind  to  whicii  ever^  man  h  at  times  subject, 
I  told,  in  a  blundering  manner,  Lady  Eglin- 
toutic'^  complimentary  adoption  of  Dr.  ilohn- 
son  m  her  son ;  for  I  unfortunately  stated  that 


He.  bovcTFr,  raqiieiti  rnir  to  4ilH«rvp,  that  "  my  rrli<tMi  rrry 
pmpfTly  shatt  1  tmif  wonl  «n  Ihtt  ttpfwinn,  niit,  It  is  be- 
liisvfHi,  rn>in  imj  prMltectlon  for  polytflliiMt-t  rcTiiiiigh  he 
rertiiiiQly  hid  •  dfle  mpprt  fur  Ihinti  t,  l>rjr  In  ■'(•)>  r  to  put 
Mr.  er»ld«Dod>  *km  to  thfl  tlrtcteit  tp'»t.  iind  i  try  the 
ftRcjkCf  ot  h\i  liiitruttion  by  this  mote  diififuk  ^ki^rtion  of 
thf;  Qtgxm.  of  hii  uuiilli."  ^  BotWKLL.  T^e  crtHc  waa  pro- 
iMbly  Df.  Blair  —  M^altkh  Scott. 
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btr  ludyBhip  adopted  him  as  her  son,  in  eon- 
Bt'tjiieiife  of  her  having  been  married  the  year 
afler  he  was  born.  Dr,  JohnBon  instantly 
corrected  nie.  "  Sir,  don't  you  pt^rceive  that 
you  Hre  (Je faming  the  countess?  For,  suppos- 
ing Die  to  be  her  son,  and  thut  she  was  not 
married  lill  the  yeflr  after  my  birtli,  1  must 
have  been  her  ruUural  sou."  A  younj^  lady  ' 
of  quality,  who  was  present,  very  handsomely 
said,  "  Rli^'ht  not  tlie  ion  have  justified  the 
fuult?"  My  friend  was  much  llattered  by 
this  eomptiment,  whJeh  he  never  forgot. 
When  in  more  than  ordinary  spirits,  aud 
talking  of  his  journey  in  Seotland,  he  hjis 
lialled  to  me,  **  IJoswell,  what  was  it  that  the 
young  lady  of  finality  gaid  of  rae  at  Sir  Alex- 
ander Dick's?'*  Koltody  will  doubt  that  I 
was  happy  in  re[>eatinj^  it. 

My  diustriouif  frienrl,  being  now  desirous  to 
be  again  in  the  great  theatre  of  life  and 
animated  cxcrtinri,  ttjok  a  phice  in  the  coai'h, 
which  was  to  set  out  for  London  on  Monday 
the  22d  of  November.  Sir  John  Dalryniple 
piTHsed  liim  t^>  corae  on  the  tSaturday  before, 
to  ht3  house  at  Cranston,  which  being  twelve 
miled  from  Edinburgh,  upon  tlie  middle  rojul 
to  Xewcjw^tle  (iJr.  Johnnon  \r,v\  come  to  Edin- 
buigh  by  Uerwick,  and  along  the  naked  coast), 
it  would  muke  his  journey  eoaier,  as  the  coach 
would  Uke  lain  up  at  a  more  seasonable  hour 
than  tliat  at  which  it  sets  out.  Sir  Jolin^  I 
perceive,  vtns  ambitious  of  having  such  a 
guei»t ;  but  as  I  was  well  assured,  that  at  this 
very  time  he  had  joined  with  ^ome  of  his  pre- 
judiced countrymen  in  railing  at  Dr.  Johnson, 
and  hivl  said,  lie  wondered  how  any  gentlernfm 
of  ScotWul  could  keep  company  with  him, 
I  thought  he  did  not  deserve  the  honour ;  yet, 
as  it  might  be  a  convenience  to  Dr.  Johnson,  I 
rontrive<i  that  he  should  accept  the  invitation, 
and  cogjiged  to  conduct  bim.  I  resolved  that, 
on  our  way  to  Sir  John'is,  wc  should  make  a 
little  circuit  by  Hoslin  Custle  and  llawthoniden, 
and  wished  to  »et  out  soon  aft*' r  break faM. ;  but 
young  Air.  Tytler  came  ta  show  Dr.  Johnson 
w>me  essays  whirh  he  had  w*ritten ;  and  my 
great  friend,  who  was  exceedingly  obliging 
when  thus  coiisidleil,  was  detained  so  long, 
thjit  it  was,  I  believe,  one  o'clock  before  we 
got  into  our  po^t-chaise-  I  found  that  we 
should  be  too  hue  for  dinner  at  Sir  John 
Dalrymnle's,  to  which  we  were  engaged  ;  but 
1  would  by  no  means  lose  the  pleai^ure  of 
seeing  my  friend  at  Hawthornden,  of  peeing 
ASam  Johnxon  at  the  very  sf>ot  where  Ben  Jojuiqh 
visited  the  learned  and  political  Drummond. 

^Ve  KurvcyeiJ  Koslin  Castle,  the  romantic 
scene   around  it,  and    the    Ijeautiful   Gothic 
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chapel,  and  dined  aud  drank  tea  at  the  inn 
after  which  we  proceeded  lo  Uawthomdcu 
and  viewed  the  caves ;  and  I  all  the  while  hud  I 
Rnre  Ben  in  my  mind,  and  was  plea»ed  tu 
think  that  this-  phice  was  now  visited  by  onotiier 
eolebrate<i  wit  of  England. 

By  this  time  "the  waning  night  was  growing^ 
old,*  and  wo  were  yet  several  mih-s  from  Sir 
John  Dalrymple's.  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  seem 
much  troubled  at  our  having  trentctl  tlie 
baronet  with  so  little  attention  to  p<Tiliteness ; 
but  when  1  talked  of  the  grievous  tiisap|)oiijt- 
ment  it  must  have  been  to  him  that  we  did  liat 
come  to  the/m«/  that  he  hud  prepared  for  us 
(for  he  told  ms  he  had  killed  a  seven-year-old 
sheep  on  purpose),  my  iriend  got  into  a  merry 
mood,  and  jocularly  aaiil,  "  1  dare  say,  Sir,  be 
has  been  very  sailly  distressed  ;  nay,  we  do  not 
know  but  the  conseijuence  may  have  been 
fatal.  Let  rae  try  to  describe  his  situation  in 
his  own  historical  style.  I  have  as  gvHiU  a 
right  to  make  him  think  and  talk,  att  he  has 
to  tell  us  how  people  thought  and  talked  a 
hunilre<l  years  ago,  of  which  he  has  no  evidencMi. 
All  history,  so  far  as  it  is  not  suppurteil  hy 
contemporary  evidence,  is  romance.  —  Stay 
now  ^ — let  us  consider!**  He  then  (heartily 
laughing  all  the  while)  proceeded  in  his  inula- 
tion,  I  am  sure  to  the  following  cfTect,  though 
now,  at  the  distance  of  almost  twelve  years,  I 
Ciinnot  pretend  to  recollect  all  the  precise 
words. 

*'  Dinner  being  ready,  lie  wondered  that  his  guesrfs 
were  nut  yet  come.  Hin  wonder  wa«  soim  sticcepHcrt 
by  tmpatiencB.  He  wulLed  about  llic  rfx>ni  in 
anxious  agiution ;  sometimes  he  looked  it  bi» 
watch,  ftoraetimes  he  looked  out  at  the  window  with 
on  eager  gaze  of  cxpectatiiin,  and  revolved  t»  Im 
tnind  the  various  Occidents  of  human  lifir.  Hb 
family  behnOd  him  with  mule  concern.  '  Surely/ 
said  he,  with  a  sigh,  *thL'y  will  not  fail  im?."  TIm? 
mind  of  man  can  bear  a  certain  pressure ;  but  there 
is  a  point  when  it  can  hear  no  more.  A  rope  wa* 
la  his  view,  and  he  died  a  Roman  death."* 

It  was  very  late  before  we  rcachcil  tJie  seat 
of  Sir  John  Dairy tnplc^,  who,  certainly  with 
some  reason,  was  not  in  very  good  humtmr. 
Our  conversation  was  not  brilliant;.  We  sup- 
ped, and  went  to  bed  in  ancient  moms,  whiT  h 
would  have  better  suited  tie  climate  of  Ifjdy 
in  summer,  than  that  of  Scotland  in  tlie  mootA 
of  November. 

I  recollect  no  conversation  of  the  next  ilar 
worth  prcserA'ing,  except  one  raying  of  Hi, 
Jrihnson,  which  will  Ije  a  valuable  tojct  fiir. 
many  decent  old  dowagers,  and  other 
company,  in  various  circles,  t^o  desi^-ant  iij 
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He  fftid,  *'  I  am  sorry  I  Imvc  not  learnt  to  play 
at  rariJs,  It  is  very  useful  in  life  :  it  yenenilirH 
kimliit'HS,  ant]  rotisolitlatea  society."  '  He  ccr- 
toinlv  eoulii  not  mean  tleup  plftV. 

1  and  I  tLou{^htwe  should  l>e  «n>re 
<■<  :it  the    inn   sit  Blackshicldi?,   two 

Bill*  >  riiiij.-r  on.  We  therefore  went  thither 
in  thi'  evfiiHig,  and  he  wns  very  entertttinini* ; 
|>t(i  I  'r.v-.  ,,..,..., -ved  nothtnj|»  hut  the  pli':»>»inj; 
r-  I  hia  verses  on  Geurjie  the 

H  r,  nnd  his  epitaph  on  PnrneU, 

which  \t*j  vfHs  then  so  gixnl  sui  to  dictule  to  me. 
Wc  brcjikfttFtcd  together  next  morning,  and 
tlion  the  cottth  rami*,  and  took  him  up.  lie 
hud,  as  one  of  his  «-ompanIons  in  it,  as  far  us 
Newcastle,  the  wortliy  and  ingc^niouij  Dr.  Hope, 
butanicul  profiL'ssor  at  Edinburgh.  Both  I)n 
J*'  '  '     »  speak  of  their  good  for- 

t  n  y  meeting ;  for  they  had 

niiK  ii  iiiMMn  ii»»-  .  Miiver??ation,  whirh  is  alwaya 
a  most  viiluttble  cnjoTment,  and,  when  found 
wbi'r'»'^  it  is  tint  exj>'ctt?d,  js  peculiarly  relished. 

I  have  now  completed  my  account  of  our 
Tour  to  the  Hebriile§.  I  have  brought  Dr. 
Jo!iitfM»n  ilown  ti>  Scotland,  and  seen  hmi  into 
iho  roach  which  in  a  few  hours  carried  him 
bmi'k  into  Englaud.  Ue  said  to  me  often,  that 
Uie  titnt;  he  ppirnt  in  this  Tour  was  the  plea 
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Mirt   of  hi<    life,   and  liskcd  me  if  I 

osc    the    re(!ol lection    of    it    for    five 

'  i^mI    I  would  not; 

i;^  sui-h  a  value  on 

Ml  II.  vv  ijiia_'i  -  ill  my  mind. 

1  been  for  me.  I  am  persuaded  Dr, 

,.,  nT  W01  )  I  I.  .v,<  undertaken  such  a 

am!   I  i lowed  to   iissujue 

lit  from   '         ,_      'cn  the  ciius^  that 

ha-^  been  enriched  with  such  u 

which  h«^  publi-shcd  on  his  return ; 

II  Unrk  v»hu:h  I  never  rtmd  but  with  the  utmost 

jwlffMTt»»t».n,   t\B  1   had   guch    opportunities  of 

n  what  vcrv  meaigre  materiaU  it 

d. 

V      '  ial ;  and 
ie«,  not 

ii'ui,  ifnu  'v^riLii-Ji    I  I V  g^Cntlc- 

to  whose  opinions  1  am  con* 
L  n^^pecl  will  be  paid,  Lor*l 


UIKD  IIAILES  TO  BOS  WELL 

Si*»  ^  1    have   receive*!    much    plciuuro   und 
m-itTtH'tUjii  tVom  pcrufiri;;   ihc  *  Juumcj  tiv 
ll'r  I  mlmtre  itie  ck-^uuce  am!  vsritfty 

ol  .   ftiiii   ibv   bvely  (nclitrc  nf  nit;!^u  and 

m»im.  1 .       1  al^riiy*  a\i\iumt  f%(  the  tittitnl,  oftt-n  of 
tl»«  pultticttl  rwtlM-tttmn.      1  love  the  benevolence  of 


'*  They  who  search  for  fiiulu  mny  poiwibly  find 
them  in  thi^,  as  well  m*  m  rvm  «Jlhrrw<»rfc  of  lite- 
future.  ¥or  ejiam]ili%  the  friemls  of  the  old  family 
say  ttmt  the  era  of  jdaniiny  U  pt.-iciul  tnn  1;ile,  At  the 

uitiun  of  the  two  kin;;ih)tnK.      I  am  '      *     ' 

friend  of  the  old  family  ;  yet  I  «•■ 
uf  pl&nting  Ht  the   rcslorntion  ^   a!i.  i 

Charles  I.  hud  been  eiplaied  in  the  «narelty  whieh 
succeeded  it. 

*•  Before  the  resloratiun.  few  ireeii  were  pUnte^h 
unless  by  the  monBsliu  drones ;  their  B!Krce«»<«>ni 
(and  worthy  [tatrioU  they  were),  the  baronn,  tir^t 
cut  down  the  irvv^^  oud  then  )^ild  the  e«tditi<v,  'Hie 
gentleman  at  St.  Andrew's,  who  baid  thiit  there 
were  but  two  trees  in  Fife,  uu^ht  tu  have  added, 
that  the  elms  of  Balmerino  wltv  sohj  witiati  thcM* 
twenty  years,  to  makepurups  for  the  ftrv^eugine*. 

**  In  J.  Mujor  df  GottU  Srotnmm.  I.  i.  c,  2.,  Ust 
edition,  there  i»  a  singular  pas>«ij;f : — 

'*  '  Davidi  Cranstooeo  cuittermoeo,  diim  de  prima 
theologiaslicentta  fbret,  duo  ei  conM>eii  et  tamiliares 
et  raei  cum  eo  in  ftrtibu4  Huditores.  scilicet  Jacobun 
Almoin  Senoneti^is^  et  Petni*  Bruicidleuuis,  Pr.'t- 
dicatori*  orditiis.  in  Sorbona;  curia  die  Sorbonleo 
commilitonibu*  suii  pubhee  objecerunl«  tjuoti  paut 
ueriMJK'ru  ftlettcii  Scnti,  htvul  ii  iptciilsim  rtl 
telltfxerurit,  vntctltttntur,  ut  riruin,  qufn' 
noverant,  hnnnsttM  Katibia  tentarfut^  yMl  /i^^  .  y>.,,.,; 
tamjuam  jmtrio!  rieHetv*  nifut  ftt,' 

**  Prjiy  liitroduee  our  countryman,  Mr.  Licentiate 
David  Cranivton^to  the  nequiuutiinecof  Mr.  Johnimn. 

*'Tlie  syllagism  tevins  to  huve  been  lhi»:  — 

They  who  feed  on  oatmeal  a/l<  barbarians  ; 
But  the  Scot*  feed  on  oalmeal :  —  Ergo  — 

The  licentiate  denied  the  minor.      I  am.  Sir.  &c. 
**  Uxv.  Da LMTW rue.'* 

DEMPSTEIl  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Doanichm,  Frt).  Ifl  Irn 
**  Mv  DKAR  Boswrr.L, —  I  cnnnot  omit  a  mciment 
to  return  you  my  be«t  thnnks  for  the  ent«rlain> 
merit  you  bnve  furiiitthcd  mr.  my  faniily,  and 
jfue*t»»  by  the  peruihnl  of  Dr.  Jfuhnwin'ii  ♦Journey 
to  the  M'estein  hland*:"  and  now  (or  my  *cDti- 
meutk  of  ir.  I  wa*  well  eitterUlned.  ili»  de- 
«icrtptior\]i  are  aecurati'  and  vivid.  He  carrie*!  me 
on  the  tour  alorijc  with  hini.  1  om  pleni^cd  with 
the  justice  he  Irns  done  to  your  humour  and  riti 
city.  *  The  noise  of  the  wind  bciog  all  its  own,' 
d  ffffn*mat,  thflt  it  would  have  been  u  pity  to  hava' 
omitted*  jind  a  rohhcry  not  to  Iwve  a«tcrtl>i«d  tc>  iti 
author.* 

•'  There  i*  nothin>i  ir»  ihi;  Iniok,  from   bcgiiiuini 
to  end,  llmt  a  Seotciunnn  »tee<l  t«  taki»  amis«.    \Muti ' 
he  say^  of  ifiu  counJry  ii  true,  and  hi»  ob»crvatiou% 
on  tht'  jx'<»plc  3r<?  wbnr   inn*it   n-itorally  inrur  to  u 

iiiiiahitunt  (»f  Ji 

on  ttiirty  poundi 

^cciininHi  iti'd  with  alt   tl>e 

I  .    Oj/  or    Sir    AUen.       llii^ 

ri  ^  kf    the  «econd-ci$ht  i   but  1 


'<irnA.  mm!  after  •«  int»rtMlft}fOfr 
•  >f  titviltli,  li4<<iJ  hut  ri'Cret  Ihvmuli 


li.  jni  tijr  i^ttHl  ko  unid  la  Jinv ' 
ii:<>*wc1t  ntiAKiviHt.  ihMt  n« 

'O  llUtMNa  to  iM<leiMtr  a." 
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«rl^f.        ■     '  ■    '  ;.'  ventured  to 

5My  :  of  Duch  an 

unu;-»..  ^.'>   i.,.  ......>......,.  1..,..  ^ii   the  kiicivm 

Iaw*  of  nature.  Tlie  nutiun  or  tltc  *econcl-«iii;ht  I 
coiiNider  as  a  rnnnant  of  supcrstitiuus  ignunince  and 
treiUility,  which  n  phiUutophc'r  will  set  drtirn  us 
nich,  till  the  contrary  is  clearly  proved,  und  then  it 
will  be  olatsvd  among  the  other  certain,  though  uu- 
tccuuntable  parts  of  our  nature*  like  dreams  ^nd 
— >  I  du  not  know  what. 

••  111  rejjTiird  to  the  language,  it  hai  the  merit  of 
lieifig  «11  hj»  own.  Many  words  of  foreign  cxtrac- 
tloii  are  umd^  where*  I  believe,  eommon  ones  would 
do  JM  wcH,  f-]H'cially  on  famUiar  occasions.  Yet  I 
hell''  M  not  cvpreas  hitTuclf  so  forcibly  in 

any  I  am  chormcd  with  hi^rccarcheik 

cotK'iTii.u>i  tin-  Erso  lang!i:v'  -'•■*  •'■  ■  -•■  ••"■-  ,<r 
their  tiuinux.*ritjit4.       I  am  '  I 

shall   runk    0\\ian,  and    In 

amtmg^t  the  nursery  talc*,  not  the  true  hiatorjr  of 
our  ecruntry,  in  nil  time  to  come. 

"  Upon  t)»c  whole  the  book  cannot  displease,  for 
it  lm»  no  pretensions.  'Hie  author  neither  say*  he 
ha  gvugriphcT,  nor  nn antiquarian.  norvtTy  learned 
ill  the  tiUtory  of  Scotland,  nor  a  naturalist,  nur  a 
t'tra«ii]LiiL  The  manners  of  the  people,  and  the  face 
of  the  coimiry,  arc  all  he  attempts  to  describe,  or 
*Bem«i  to  have  thought  of.  Much  were  it  to  be 
Wished  that  they  who  have  travelled  into  more  re- 
mote, .ind  of  countc  more  curiouH,  repious,  had  all 
po&»r«&ed  hi*  good  !icu«te.  Of  the  state  of  learning 
hi«  uhservftlions  on  Glasgow  university  show  he 
has  furmetl  a  very  sound  judginciii.  He  under>^ 
stands  uur  climate  too,  and  he  hau  occurutuly  ob> 
served  the  changes,  however  islow  and  imperceptible 
lo  Ilk,  which  Si'otknd  ban  under<j;une,  in  conse- 
ijuence  of  the  ble^sinii^s  of  liberry  and  internal 
peace.  I  could  have  drawn  my  pen  through  the 
itory  of  the  old  woman  at  St.  Andrew  r,  being  the 
only  silly  thinj;  in  the  book.  He  hoL^  taken  the 
opportunity  of  ingrafting  into  the  work  several 
goud  obbvrvations,  which  I  dare  say  he  had  made 
upon  men  and  things  before  he  set  foot  on  Scotch 
ground,  by  which  it  is  considerably  enriched.'  A 
long  journey,  like  a  tail  may-pole,  though  not  very 
bcuitlful  itKvlf,  yet  is  pretty  enough  when  orna- 
mented with  flowers  and  garlands;  it  fiirniAbes  a 
sort  ufeloak^pius  for  hanging  the  furniture  of  your 
mind  upon  ;  and  whoever  <ML-ts  out  upim  a  journey, 
without  furnihhin'j  his  mind  previously  with  much 
study  and  useful  knowledge,  erecl&  u  inay-pole  in 
December,  and  puts  up  very  uMile&s  cloak-pinx. 

"  I  hope  the  book  will  induce  many  of  hi* 
countrymen  to  muke  the  same  jaunt,  and  help  to 
inUfrmlx  tlie  mure  liberal  part  of  them  still  more 
with  us,  and  perhaps  abate  somewhat  of  that  viru- 
lent antipatliy  which  many  of  them  entertain  against 
the  S(.'Otch ;  who  certainly  would  never  have 
formed  thote  cnmltintttion*  which  be  tnkus  notice  of, 
more  than  their  .ineestnrK.  bad  thuy  not  beeti  neces- 
sary for  their  mutuid  -  +"  •  '  ^  -jM  for  their succea, 
in  a  country  whcte   >  ited  o-s  foreigners. 

Tliev  \t'ou1d   (ind  Uf^  :i  '    <t,   at  least  in  point 


of  ho^piiality,  and  they  would  be  athAnied  vrnr 
after  to  abu^e  !»  in  the  maav 

♦'So  much  for  the  Tour,  I  ba^c  now,  '-r  ••  ■ 
first  time  in  my  littv  paired  a  winter  in  tht- 
ond  never  did  three  months  roll  on  wr 
swifhM!«s  and  satisfaction.  I  used  not  only  to 
wonder  at^  but  pity,  those  whose  lot  eondciniicd 
them  to  winter  any  where  but  in  either  of  iJn: 
capitals.      But  every    place  ha*    its   churmi  to    a 

cheerful  mind.     I  am  busy  planlin.-   '  "Vmg 

measures  fi>r  opening    the    sumnu-r  in 

fanning;  and   1  find  I  bate  an  excf.  -cxv 

when  revolutions  in  politiea  perbapsv  and  revoln- 
tions  of  the  sun  for  certain,  will  make  tt  deoeat 
for  me  to  retreat  behind  the  ranks  of  the  mocc  far- 
word  in  life. 

**  I  am  glad  to  bear  the  laat  vaa  a  very  busy 
week  with  you,  I  ux  you  as  counsatl  in  imm» 
causes  which  must  have  opened  a  chatmtng  field! 
for  your  humoroua  vein.  As  it  if>  mote  uneotmsoiv 
so  1  verily  believe  it  is  more  useful  thnn  thr  more 
serious  exerci&e  of  reason;  and,  to  a  '  -  to 

appear  in  public,  more  eclat  is  to  be  ktr<. 

times  more  money  too.  by  a  bon-mttt, 
speech.  It  is  the  fund  of  natural  i 
Lord  North  possesses,  that  makes  bti  .:  _ 

favourite  of  the  houses  and  so  able,  liecauac  IQ 
amiable,  a  leader  of  a  party, 

•*  I  have  now  Sm&hed  my  Tour  of  .^i  > 
In  what  remains,   I  Iwg  leave  to  offer  m\ 
ments.  and  those  of  tw^j  tr?*  <  Wrf  ;>*" 
Mrs.  Boswcll.       Pray  unl>eiid  the  I 

frolic  a  little  in  a  letter  to.  my  dear   1  _      .^uj 

affectionate  friend,  Gsoana  Dkmi 


very 


I  shaU  slgo  present  the  public  with  a  eor- 
respontlence  willi  tlic  laird  of  Rasaj,  <«iMi«^ni- 
ituj  a  paL<sa^L'  in  the  *'  Journey  to  the  Wcatcm 
Islands,"  which  shows  Dr.  Johnson  m 
amiable  light. 


RASAY  TO  ROSWELl.. 

"  KatiT.  April  !«.  in«u 

**  DcAft  Sin,— -1  take  this  ..  ^'     -      Inp 

yon  my  most  !»earty  thnnk<;  f  ^  «n 

to  my  daughter  by  you  and   3;  i  i-t. 

though  she  lias  intormed  mc  that  I  am  undiT  Uw» 
obligation,   1   should   very  probably  have    t!^-fcrred 
troubling  you  with  making  ray  arknowlL  ' 
at    present,    if    1     had    not    seen     Dr.  .' 
♦  .lourney  to  the  Western    lilfs,'  in       ' 
been  pleased  to  make  a  vcryfrifn<ll> 
family,  for  which    I  am  surely  obh 
being  more  than  an   etjuivalent  for   the   reccf 
you  and  be  met  with*      Yet  there  is  one  ps 
r  should   have   been   gind   lie   bntl   omitted, 
I  nm   fure  was   owing  to  miKinfomiatiim  ;    that 
tbiH  1  had  acknowledged  Macleod  to  l»e  my 
th<mgh  my  ancestors  disputed  the  pre- 
a  long  tract  of  time. 

"  I  never  had  occaiiiun  to  enter  seriously  on 
argument  with  the  present  loir d,  or  ln«»  grandfatU«t, 


llir 

th.- 
mtl 


Mifr,  jota  with  ffte  In  wor 
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nor  could  I  have  any  temptation  to  such  a  renun- 
ciation from  either  of  them.  I  acknowledge  the 
benefit  of  being  chief  of  a  clan  is  in  our  days  of  very 
little  significancy,  and  to  trace  out  the  progress  of 
this  honour  to  the  founder  of  a  family,  of  any  stand- 
ing,  would  perhaps  be  a  matter  of  some  difficulty. 
**  The  true  state  of  the  present  case  is  this :  —  the 
M'Leod  family  consists  of  two  different  branches ; 
the  M*Leods  of  Lewis,  of  which  I  am  descended, 
and  the  M^Leods  of  Harris.  And  though  the 
former  have  lost  a  very  extensive  estate  by  forfeiture 
in  King  James  the  Sixth's  time,  there  are  still 
several  respectable  families  of  it  existing,  who 
would  justly  blame  mc  for  such  an  unmeaning 
cession,  when  they  all  acknowledge  me  head  of  that 
family ;  which,  though  in  fact  it  he  but  an  ideal 
point  of  honour,  is  not  hitherto  so  far  disregarded 
in  our  country,  but  it  would  determine  some  of 
my  friends  to  look  on  me  as  a  much  smaller  man 
than  either  they  or  myself  judge  me  at  present  to 
be.  I  will,  therefore,  ask  it  as  a  favour  of  you  to 
aoquunt  the  Doctor  with  the  difficulty  he  has 
brought  me  to.  In  travelling  among  rival  clans, 
such  a  silly  tale  as  this  might  easily  be  whispered 
into  the  ear  of  a  passing  stranger ;  but  as  it  has  no 
foundation  in  fact,  I  hope  the  Doctor  will  be  so 
good  as  to  take  his  own  way  in  undeceiving  the 
public — I  principally  mean  my  friends  and  con- 
nexions, who  will  be  first  angry  at  me,  and  next 
sorry  to  find  such  an  instance  of  my  littleness  re- 
corded in  a  book  which  has  a  very  fair  chance  of 
being  much  read.  I  expect  you  will  let  me  know 
what  he  will  write  you  in  return,  and  we  here  beg 
to  make  offer  to  you  and  Mrs.  Boswell  of  our 
most  respectful  compliments.  —  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"John  M'Lkod." 

BOSWELL  TO  RASAY. 

"  LondoD,  May  8. 177A. 

"  DcAE  SiK,  —  The  day  before  yesterday  I  had 
the  honour  to  receive  your  letter,  and  I  imme- 
diately communicated  it  to  Dr.  Johnson.  He  said 
he  loved  your  spirit,  and  was  exceedingly  sorry 
that  he  had  been  the  cause  of  the  smallest  uneasi- 
ness to  you.  There  is  not  a  more  candid  man  in 
the  world  than  he  Is,  when  properly  addressed,  as 
you  will  see  from  his  letter  to  you,  which  I  now 
inclose.  He  has  allowed  me  to  take  a  copy  of  it, 
and  he  says  you  may  read  it  to  your  clan,  or  publish 
it,  if  you  please.  Be  assured,  Sir,  that  I  shall  take 
care  of  what  he  has  intrusted  to  me,  which  is  to 
have  an  acknowledgment  of  his  error  inserted  in 
the  Edinburgh  newspapers.  You  will,  I  dare  say, 
be  fully  satisfied  with  Dr.  Johnson's  behaviour. 
He  is  desirous  to  know  that  you  arc ;  and  there- 
fore when  you  have  read  his  acknowledgment  in 
the  pai)ers,  I  beg  you  may  write  to  me  ;  and  if  you 
choo<ie  it,  I  am  persuaded  a  letter  from  you  to  the 
Doctor  also  will  be  taken  kind.  I  shall  be  at 
Edinburgh  the  week  af^er  next. 

**  Any  civilities  which  my  wife  and  I  had  in  our 
powiT  to  show  to  your  daughter.  Miss  M'Lcod, 
were  due  to  her  own  merit,  and  were  well  repaid 
by  her  agreeable  company.  But  I  am  sure  I 
should  be  a  very  unworthy  man  if  I  did  not  winh  to 
show  a  grateful  sense  of  the  hospitable  and  genteel 
manner  in  which  you  were  pleased  to  treat  me. 
Be  assured,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  shall  never  forget 


your  goodness,  and  the  happy  hours  which  I  spent 
in  RsMy. 

•'  You  and  Dr.  M'Leod  were  both  so  obliging  as 
to  promise  me  an  account,  in  writing,  of  all  the  par- 
ticulars which  each  of  you  remember,  concerning 
the  transactions  of  1745-6.  Pray  do  not  forget 
this,  and  be  as  minute  and  full  as  you  can ;  put 
down  every  thing :  I  have  a  great  curiosity  to  know 
as  much  as  I  can,  authentically. 

"  I  beg  that  you  may  present  my.best  respects  to 
Lady  Uasay,  my  compliments  to  your  young 
family,  and  to  Dr.  M«Leod  ;  and  my  hearty  good 
wishes  to  Malcolm,  with    whom   I  hope  again  to 

shake  hands  cordially I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

dear  Sir,  your  obliged  and  fiiithfiil  humble  servant, 
"Jambs  Bosweu.** 


ADVERTISEMENT  WRITTEN  BY  DR. 
JOHNSON. 

jind  inserted  by  hit  desire  in  the  Edintmrgh  news- 
paper Sy  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter.^ 

"  The  author  of  the  *  Journey  to  the  Western 
Islands,'  having  related  that  the  M'Leods  of  Rasay 
acknowledge  the  chieftainship  or  superiority  of  the 
M'Leods  of  Sky,  finds  that  he  has  b^n  misinformed 
or  mistaken.  He  means  in  a  future  edition  to 
correct  his  error,  and  wishes  to  be  told  of  more,  if 
more  have  been  discovered." 

Dr.  Johnson^s  letter  was  as  follows : — 

DR.  JOHNSON  TO  RASAY. 

"  London,  May  6. 1775. 

"  DxA&  Sir,  —  Mr.  Boswell  has  this  day  shown 
me  a  letter  in  which  you  complain  of  a  passage  in 
the  «  Journey  to  the  Hebrides.'  My  meaning  is 
mistaken.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  that  you  had 
personally  made  any  cession  of  the  rights  of  your 
house,  or  any  acknowledgment  of  the  superiority 
of  M'Leod  of  Dunvegan.  I  only  designed  to  ex- 
press what  I  thought  generally  admitted  —  that 
the  house  of  Rasay  allowed  the  superiority  of  the 
house  of  Dunvegan.  Even  this  I  now  find  to  be 
erroneous,  and  will  therefore  omit  or  retract  it  in 
the  next  edition. 

"  Though  what  I  had  said  had  been  true,  if  it 
had  been  disagreeable  to  you,  I  should  have  wished 
it  unsaid  ;  for  it  is  not  my  business  to  adjust  pre- 
cedence. As  it  is  mistaken,  I  find  myself  disposed 
to  correct,  both  by  my  respect  for  you,  and  my 
reverence  for  truth. 

"  As  I  know  not  when  the  book  will  be  reprinted, 
I  have  desired  Mr.  Boswell  to  anticipate  the  cor- 
rection in  the  Edinburgh  papers,  lliis  is  all  that 
can  be  done. 

"  I  hope  I  may  now  venture  to  desire  that  my 
compliments  may  be  made,  and  my  gratitude  ex- 
pressed, to  Lady  Rasay,  Mr.  Malcolm  M'Leod, 
Mr.  Donald  M'Queen,  and  all  the  gentlemen  and 
all  the  ladies  whom  I  saw  in  the  island  of  Rasay  ; 
a  place  which  I  remember  with  too  much  pleasure 
and  too  much  kindness,  not  to  be  sorry  that  my 
ignorance,  or  hasty  persuasion,  should  fur  a  single 
moment  have  violated  its  tranquillity. 


>  The  original  MS.  is  now  in  my  possession.  —  Ho^^«v.i.* 
D  1)  4 
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**  I  beg  you  ail  to  forgive  an  nndleKi];rTied  and  in- 
voluntary injury,  and  to  consider  nit;  ox,  Sir,  your 
most  obliged  and  moit  humble  servant, 

"  Sah.  Johnson."  ' 

It  would  be  iraproper  for  rae  to  boadt  of  my 
own  labours ;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  pub- 
lishing such  pruise  as  I  received  from  such  a 
man  as  Sir  William  Forbes,  of  Pitslig^o,  afler 
tln>  peniJial  of  llie  original  manuscript  of  my 
Journal. 


SIR  W,  FORBES  TO  BOSWELL. 

*'  Edinbarirli,  Mnrcb  7-  IT77. 

**  Mr  OKAa  SiR»  —  1  ought  lo  have  thanked  you 
looncr  for  ynur  very  oblig-inii;  letter,  and  for  the 
singuUir  oontiHence  you  are  pleased  to  place  in  mcv 
when  you  trust  me  with  such  a  curious  and  valu* 
able  deposit  a«  the  papers  you  have  sent  me.'  Be 
assured  1  have  a  due  sen«c  of  this  favour,  and  ^all 
fjuxthrully  and  carvrully  return  ihem  to  you.  You 
may  rely  that  I  shall  neillier  copy  any  part,  nor 
permit  the  pJipcrs  lo  be  seen. 

••  They  contain  a  curious  picture  of  society,  and 
form  a  journal  on  tlie  mo6t  instructive  plan  that 
can  po!>aibly  be  thought  of;  for  I  am  not  sure  that 
an  ordinary  observer  would  bectorae  so  well  ac- 
quainted either  with  Dr.  Johnson^  or  with  the 
manners  of  the  Hebrides,  by  a  pcrsrmiil  intcrcour^e, 
aa  by  n  perusat  of  your  Journal.  I  am  very  truly, 
dear  Sir.  &c..  Willum  Foaitai." 

WTien  I  consider  how  many  of  the  persona 
mentioned  in  this  Tour  arc  now  gone  to  **  that 
uinliKfovered  country,  from  whose  bourne  no 
IravBller  retutTis,"  I  Iwl  an  imprussioti  at  otice 
awful  and  tender.  —  Ihquiegcant  in  pace  ! 

It  way  be  object<?d  by  siome  jiersons^  Hd  it 
hiXA  been  by  one  of  my  friends,  that  lie  who 
llitd  the  power  of  thus  exhibiting  an  exact 
transcript  of  conversations  is  not  a  desirable 
member  of  srK'iety.  I  repeal  tlie  answer  whirh 
I  made  Lo  ihiil  friend  :  '*  Few,  very  few,  need 
be  afraid  ibat  tlieir  fWiyiiisf?^  will  be  reeorfled. 
Can  it  be  imagined  tliat  I  would  take  the 
trouble  to  gather  what  grows  on  every  hedge, 


I  Rftiiy  was  hlfhlr  frrat^Kl,  and  iUlerw«ri|i  v|»IU^  and 
dlUfd    wUti    Dr.  Joba«(»Q,  u    hu    boutc    Id    Ljoud<*D.  — 

JohrMiio  $\tt%  IMrt.  Tbrilf  the  MlQWiag  M!eoii«it  of  thii 
affair :  — 

**  I  liii»e  ofli'nrted;  and  what  U  >  -•  Jwitif 
ortinnind,  Oif  iurJi)ri  of  Rataj.  If  it  billji<r, 
thff  would  ti-i*  »*  fliH-rr*»  fl«  *\\m  Anifrir  <i  written 
to  l\  •    ■     "  -,    : ■     ^  ■'■■    ■ '■  

hii  I 
hU  I 

lltU). 

iH-     1 1 

befo. 

lltlllL" 

dlAti 

Sirf  > 

Lfii. 

t  I 


because  I  have  colleeled  iiurb  fniib»  XA  the 
NanptjPffil  ami  the  Uos  Curltikh  ?  " 

On   the  other   huml^  how  uf*-'-'    •"     ■ -h   n 
faculty,  if  well   cxerciised.     To   :  ;d| 

those  interesting  apophlhee^m^  n  iZmi 

of  the  ancients,   whieb   PI  on, 

and   Valerius    Maxirnus    li  i ,  !    to 

lis.  To  it  we  owe  all  those  inHtmctive  and 
entertaining  collections  which  the  French  Imve 
made  under  the  title  of "'  ^Vna,**  alfixed  to  some 
c!elcV>rated  name.  To  it  we  owe  the  "  Table- 
Ttillc  "  of  Selden,  the  "  Conversation  **  between 
Ben  Jouson  and  Drummond  of  HawtLornden» 
Spence*s  *^  Anecdotes  of  Pope,"  and  other 
valuable  remains  in  our  own  langu:i|re-  How 
delighted  should  we  have  been,  il'  tlius  intm- 
ducetl  into  the  company  of  Shakspcurv  and  of 
Dryden,  of  whom  we  know  scaretdy  anv  tiling 
but  theii  admirable  writings  J  ^Vhat  pleiwsurv 
would  it  have  given  ua,  to  have  known  their 
petty  habits,  their  characteristic  manner?;*  their 
modes  of  com()osttion,  and  their  genuine  opi- 
nion of  precedmg  writera  and  of  l  heir  contem- 
poraries 1  All  these  are  tiow  irrecoveraldy  lo?t. 
Considering  how  many  of  the  strongest  attd 
most  brilUtwt  eflTusions  of  exalted  intellect 
must  have  perished,  how  much  ts  it  to  be 
regretted  that  all  men  of  distinguished  wtidom 
and  wit  have  not  been  attended  by  friemla,  of 
ta^te  enough  to  reJiah,  and  abilities  eiiuugb  to 
register  then-  conversation : 

"  V^xere  fbrtet  ante  Agamemnonc 
Multi,  sed  ooines  illacrymabilc* 
Urgentur,  ignotique  longa 
Nucte,  careut  quia  vate 


i    and    iln%.i)nU^n'i  — 

Moiiy  a  dirk   'will 

111  my  heart.     1  reAllr 

j  Jjfi    Miiiilil  not  bi-  \n  danger t  J f 

'..      Boi«fll  will  llnil  hif  vnjf  to 

nnd  will  detail  tkris  greai  affitlr.**— 


i^n  fitrtw* 
r»  which  w 


■tibnkHtfxl  in 


They  whose  inferior  exertions  are  recorded, 

as  sHM'ying  to  explain  or  illustrate  the  «iyingg 
of  ?uch  men,  may  be  proud  of  being  thus  aj*i»o- 
ciulud,  and  of  their  names  being  trnnsniitted 
to  poslcriry,  l^y  I »cing  appended  to  an  iihistrioua 
chiiruf'ter. 

Ikdbre  I  conclude,  I  think  it  proper  to  «ijr, 
that  1  have  fluppresseil  *  every  thing  wliieli  I 
thought  could  really  hurt  any  one  now  living. 


B»ror«  |;r«at;  A^mcnmoa  reifti'd, 

IIcl^u^iJ  klii!^!>  .H  t^r'-al  tij.  Ki'   AiK.1  Tiratf, 


fn. 


jtd  U\v\  \>>  MMk<<  til  r 
Hor.  04  U.% 


iMlinowil; 
""•  (IhMp  own. 
Fr  attest.  ^  Caoaaa. 


lltrH 

»-Oli' 

FOfl^         .      -.         .       .  =  ,    : -      ,.        .  .    -,,       ..      - 

In  |jrl()t,  om  tlitl  u>:  t  veil  kij.kiM,  wUrit  hrn  wruu-  tlit*  ;^iove 
IffUrr^  tltnt  IhU  iourual  wiu  to  Ik  ]fubU*h(<d.  —  Boimrll. 


a  \>n^'-      If  .iriv  ut  till'  ■L.iim' 
itiadvertoni'ft  nlotir*  ou  ttirttj 

fain  tnrrthvrj  thmi  I  :im.   A  ' 

dv 


defntnatlun,  tlicrn  ia  uti  obrluui  and  certain  tnndi>  oi  rcf 
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Vanity  and  self-conceit  indeed  may  sometimes 
suffer.  With  respect  to  what  is  related,  I  con- 
sidered it  my  duty  to  "  extenuate  nothing,  nor 
set  down  aught  m  malice;*'  and  with  those 
lighter  strokes  of  Dr.  Johnson's  satire,  pro- 
ceeding irom  a  warmth  and  quickness  of  mia- 
gination,  not  from  any  malevolence  of  heart, 
and  which,  on  account  of  their  excellence, 
could  not  be  omitted,  I  trust  that  they  who 
are  the  subject  of  them  have  sood  sense  and 
good  temper  enough  not  to  be  displeased. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  shall  ever  reflect 
with  great  pleasure  on  a  Tour,  which  has  been 
the  means  of  preserving  so  much  of  the  en- 
lightened and  instructive  conversation  of  one 
whose  virtues  will,  I  hope,  ever  be  an  object  of 
imitation,  and  whose  powers  of  mind  were  so 
extraordinary,  that  ages  may  revolve  before 
such  a  man  shall  again  appear. 


CHAPTER  XLV. 

1773—1774. 

JR^apitulation  of  the  Tour.  —  Letters  to  BosweHy  {pc. 
—  Davits  publishes  his  "  Fugitive  Pieces  *'  with- 
out  his  Knowledge.  —  Writes  his  Tour.  —  Beli- 
gious  Festivals  and  Pilgrimages.  —  Death  of 
Goldsmith.  —  Greek  Epitaph. 

His  stay  in  Scotland  was  from  the  18th  of 
Au^t,  on  which  day  he  arrived,  till  the  22d 
of  >iovember,  when  he  set  out  on  his  return  to 
London ;  and  I  believe  ninety-four  days  were 
never  passed  by  any  man  in  a  more  vigorous 
exertion.  He  came  by  the  way  of  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  remained 
a  few  days,  and  then  went  by  St,  Andrew's, 
Aberdeen,  Inverness,  and  Fort  Augustus,  to 
the  Hebrides,  to  visit  which  was  the  principal 
object  he  had  in  view.  He  visited  the  isles  of 
Sky,  Ilasay,  Col,  Mull,  Inchkenneth,  and 
Icolmkill.  He  travelled  through  Arffyleshire 
by  Inverary,  and  from  thence  by  Lochlomond 
and  Dunbarton  to  Glasgow,  then  by  Loudon 
to  Auchinleck  in  Ayrshire,  tlie  seat  of  my 
family,  and  tlien  by  Ilaniilton,  back  to  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  again  spent  some  time. 

lie  thus  saw  the  four  universities  of  Scot- 
land, its  three  principal  cities,  an<l  as  much  of 


it.  Any  person  who  thinks  it  worth  while  to  compare  one 
edition  with  the  other  will  find  that  the  pa<|ago*  otnlttod 
were  not  in  thn  leait  degree  of  that  nature,  but  exactly  turh 
MS  I  have  r«>prosented  them  in  the  former  part  of  this  notr, 
the  hasty  fOUtion  of  momentary  feelings  which  the  delicacy 
of  politeness  should  have  suppressed.  —  Boswbll. 

I  belleTe  the  scribbler  alluded  to  was  William  Tbomp«on, 
anthor  of  TV  Man  in  the  Moon,  and  other  satiriral  noreis, 
half  clever,  half  crazy  kind  uf  works.  He  was  once  u  member 
of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  but  being  deposed  by  the  presbytery 
of  Auchterardi>r,  liecame  an  author  of  all  w'orks  in  Ix)ndon, 
sod  could  seldom  finish  a  work,  oo  whatever  subject,  without 
ftting  a  slap  by  the  way  to  that  same  presbyter%-  with  the 
unpronounceable  name.  Boswell's  denial  of  navins  re- 
tracted upon  cumputsion  refutes  what  was  said  by  Peter 
Pindar  and  (ithcrs  about  "  M'Doaald's  rage."  —  VValtkk 
Scott.    See  curi,  p.  312.  n.  1.  risrj.— C. 


the  Highland  and  insular  life  as  was  sufficient 
for  his  philosophical  contemplation.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  accompanying  him  during  the 
whole  of  his  journey. 

He  was  respectfully  entertained  by  the  great, 
the  learned,  and  the  elegant,  wherever  he  went  \ 
nor  was  he  less  delighted  with  the  hospitality 
which  he  experienced  in  humbler  life.' 

His  various  adventures,  and  the  force  and 
vivacity  of  his  mind,  as  exercised  during  diis 
peregrmation,  upon  innumerable  topics,  have 
been  faithfully,  and  to  the  best  of  my  abiliti<^, 
displayed  in  my  *^  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Heorides,**  to  which,  as  the  public  has  been 
pleased  to  honour  it  by  a  very  extensive  cir- 
culation, I  beg  leave  to  refer*,  as  to  a  separate 
and  remarkable  portion  of  his  life,  whicn  may 
be  there  seen  in  detail,  and  which  exhibits  u 
striking  a  view  of  his  powers  in  conversation, 
as  his  works  do  of  his  excellence  in  writing. 
Nor  can  I  deny  to  myself  the  very  flattering 
gratification  of  insertmg  here  the  character 
which  my  friend  Mr.  Courtenay  has  been 
pleased  to  give  of  that  work  :  — 

**  With  Reynolds*  pencil,  vivid,  bold,  and  true, 
So  fervent  Boswell  gives  him  to  our  view : 
In  every  trait  wo  see  his  mind  expand ; 
The  master  rises  by  the  pupil's  hand  : 
We  love  the  writer,  praise  his  happy  vein. 
Graced  with  the  naivete  of  the  sage  Montaigne  ; 
Hence  not  alone  are  brighter  parts  display'd. 
But  e'en  the  specks  of  character  pourtray'd  : 
We  see  the  Rambler  with  fastidious  smile 
Mark  the  lone  tree,  and  note  the  heath-clad  L^le  \ 
But  when  the  heroic  tale  of  *  Flora '  •  charms 
Deck'd  in  a  kilt,  he  wields  a  chieflain's  arms ; 
The  tuneful  piper  sounds  a  martial  strain, 
And   Samuel   sings,    '  The   king  shall  have  hb 
at».' " 

During  his  stay  at  Edinburgh,  afler  his  rv;- 
turn  from  the  Hebrides,  he  was  at  great  pains 
to  obtain  information  concerning  Scotland ; 
and  it  will  appear  from  his  8ubse(juent  letters, 
that  he  was  not  less  solicitous  for  intelligence 
on  this  subject  afler  his  return  to  London. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

'♦  Kov.  27.  Xm, 
"  Dear  Sir,  —  I  came  home  la.st  night,  witimui 
any  incommodity,  danger,  or  weariness,  and  am 
ready  to  begin  a  new  journey.  I  shall  go  tu  Or- 
fonl  on  Monday.  I  know  Mrs.  Boswell  wisljvd 
me  well  to  go*;  her  wishes   have  not  been  diM|>. 


'  He  was  long  remembered  amonfrst  the  lower  ordert  uf 
Hebrideans  by  the  title  of  the  Satttnack  More,  the  big  F.ngitth- 
man.—  Walter  Scott. 

*  A  collation  of  the  orlsinal  MS.,  lately  in  the  possMHlnn 
of  the  Rev.  .Archdeacon  Huller.  of  Shrewsbury,  but  n«iw  in 
the  British  Mu»eum,  has  coiiGrmed  tome coujerturalemviida- 
tioni  which  I  had  made  on  Mr.  Duppa't  text,  and  has  •ii|^ 
plied  other  rorrecliont  and  addition*.  — Cborer,  18.15. 

'  The  celebrated  FUira  Macdonald.—  CorRTtNW. 

*  In  this  he  showed  a  very  acute  |ienetration.  My  »l(b 
paid  him  the  most  assiduous  and  ri>»|)eciful  attention  wMlv  ha 
was  ouf  gue»t ;  so  that  I  wonder  how  he  discovereil  h^r 
wishing  for  his  departure.  The  truth  is,  that  his  reK'i'ilnr 
hours  and  uncouth  habits,  such  as  turning  thecaiidlea  w|tli 
their  headA  downwards,  when  they  did  not  bum  brithl 
enouKh.  and  letting  the  wax  drop  upon  the  carpet,  coulil  iiivt 
but  be  disagreeable  to  a  lady.    Besides,  she  oad  not  thAl 
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pointed.  Mr*.  Willmins  Ims  reeeired  Sir  A.V  *■ 
Ifttcr. 

•'  Make  my  compllmcnU  to  all  those  to  -whom 
my  compliments  may  lie  wclcoim'.  Let  the  box  ' 
be  .^eitt  as  fioon  na  U  cmt,  and  let  tnc  kiiuw  when  to 
expect  it. 

**  ]nr{tiire,  tf  you  can,  the  order  of  the  Ql«m : 
MaciioiiuU)  lA  fim';  Mnclcnn  •itfcoiui  ;  further  1 
cnnnot  jifo.  Quicken  Dr.  Webster,*  I  um*  Sir, 
yours  atlcvtioiiiitcly,  Sam.  Juunson." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSOX. 

••  Kitlntnifgh.  Dec.  5.  1773. 

,  t  ,  .  *•  You  %h»\\  have  whiit  infurnintian  I 
cati  pffjturc  «s  to  the  offlt-r  of  I  he  tians.  A  getitle- 
tunn  of  the  itune  of  Omni  tells  me  thnt  there  Ls  no 
settle*!  oriler  minoug  them ;  and  he  says  that  the 
TVl/iodonnUU  were  not  plnced  uprni  the  right  of  the 
army  at  Ciilloden ;  the  Stuarts  were*  I  shall, 
however,  exAinine  witiiLsst!,  of  evrry  ni(n)e  that  I 
can  lind  here.  Dr.  Webster  shall  he  qtitekened 
toi»,  I  like  your  little  memornndums;  ihey  are 
syniptoms  of  your  being  in  earnest  with  your  book 
of  northern  irjiveb, 

**  Your  box  s)iall  tie  sent  next  week  hy  sea.  Y'^ou 
will  finti  in  it  Mttne  pieces  of  the  broom-bush  which 
you  MjfW  growing  on  the  old  cjwilc  o(  Auehinlcck. 
llie  wm>d  has  a  curious  appcantnce  when  sawn 
across.  You  may  either  have  a  little  writing- 
staudish  made  of  iu  or  get  it  AtrnuHl  hUo  boards 
for  »  tre:aise  on  witchcraft,  bj  way  uF  a  suitable 
bindiag." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

Kdlnburjrli.  Dec.  18.  1773. 
.  .  .  *  "  Y'ou  proraiicd  me  an  inscription 
for  a  print  to  he  taken  from  an  historical  picture  of 
Miiry  Queen  of  fioul%  being  forced  to  resign  her 
crown,  which  Mr.Hamilton  at  Rome  has  painted  for 
lue.*      The  two  following  have  been  sent  to  me:  — 

"  '  Maria  Scoiorttm  Heptna  mrlurri  MtrnJo  digna^jus 
rtffium  civibu*  seditioah  int>ilu  rcnit/nnt.' 

"  *  C*»0  ttdHitmi  Marinm  Scotarum  Rtginam  aicae 
muneri  abdicarc  invUvm  cafjfunt.' 

*'  Dc  to  good  113  to  read  the  pa&sage  In  Robertson, 
Oiid  see  if  you  cannot  give  me  a  better  in^nption. 
I  mu<it  havu  it  both  in  Latin  and  Eni^ii'di;  »o,  if 
you  should  not  give  me  another  I.jttin  one,  you 

With  ndrninuJnn  nl  hlir  which  wn?  Wt  bx  mrMt  nf  th«i»r  vlui  ]  TPff,  vrhn  vere  thE  firt^l  w^hn  rln-tnrpd  for  th<«  prtcir*  »i  bU 

Ir  U  in  l&e  Lackhart 


will  at  Icajt  chooM!  the  best  of  these  two,  anil  vmd 
A  traTLvlatiotJ  of  it/' 

Hii^  humane  forgiving  disposition  was  put  to 
a  prt'tly  strong  tt'st  on  his  return  to  L(in(}on, 
by  a  liberty   which   Mr,  Tbonia.'*   ^'  'ad 

taken  with  him  in  Lis  absence,  v  to 

publish  two  volumes  entitled  "  M  119 

ttnd  Fugiti%'e  Pieces,'*  whieh  he  in 

the  newspapers,  "  Uy  the  Author  t  :  .  i  -,:a- 
blcr,"  In  this  collection,  several  of  Dr. 
•Tobnson's  acknowledged  writings,  fecvera!  of 
his  anonytnous  performances,  aod  ^jme  which 
he  httd  written  for  others,  were  inserl^'d;  but 
there  were  also  some  in  which  ho  bud  no  con- 
cern whatever.  He  wji«  jit  first  v«iry  an^rv, 
as  be  had  good  rejison  10  he.  But,  n|-»on  con- 
sideration of  his  poor  friend's  narrow  circum* 
Btnncc^,  und  thai  ne  had  only  a  little  prufit  In 
view,  and  meant  no  harm,  he  soon  relenfrd, 
tind  continued  his  kindness  to  him  os  fur- 
uierly.''' 

In  the  course  of  his  self-examination  wiUi 
retrospect  to  this  rear,  !»e  secuia  to  hitvi*  bi*iin 
much  dejectdl;  for  be  wiys,  l^f  Juminrv, 
1774 :  **  This  year  bna  passed  with  so  littla 
improvement,  that  I  doubt  whether  I  Utive  not 
ratber  impaired  than  increaacd  my  lottridng/' 
And  yet  we  have  seen  bow  be  reofi^  and  we 
know  how  he  talked^  during  that  period, 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  MONTAGU. 

'•  J»R.  tI-1774. 

"  Maoam^  —  Having  cnmmtttcd  one  fault  by  in* 
ndvcrteney,  I  will  not  commit  another  by  sullen* 
De<%.  When  I  had  the  honour  of  your  card,  I 
could  not  comply  with  your  tnTitation,  atid  muat 
now  suffer  the  shame  ijf  confessing  that  the  neces- 
sity of  an  answer  did  not  come  into  my  rrtind. 

**  This  omission.  Madam,  you  may  easily  «xcu$c 
as  the  consciousness  of  your  own  character  mutt 
secure  you  from  Bus^fiecting  that  the  favour  of  your 
notice  can  never  mi«*  a  suiiiibte  return,  but  froin 
ignorance  or  thnughtlev^ness ;  and  to  be  ignorant 
of  Tour  eminence  is  not  en«y,  but  to  him  who  U««« 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  public  voice.  —  I  atn,  JVladaniw 
your  tno!i.t  obedient  and  ino«il  humlile  %erv;i.nu 

Afonttiffu  MS.  **  Sam.  Jokxsok/'J 


know  him 
tbotight  he 
nn«,  In  ft  li 
this  remark  ujcii, 
led  l>y  K  man-,  bui 

—  Bo«WKi.i,.    Th« 

tJie  rq»clUloitor  t'^  .:  ! 

(ijwftnl*   him  w»i   laivJe  m^.tca  fro|U>  iuj>  Miti  fi^TtHim*Li%*ii*\y t 
liinn  I4  qiilta  cunsktiifnt  with  jsaod  Uitc  utril  gOfxt  iuntiti[*r». 
->  Ckoana. 
1  Sir  Alexuadcr  Gordon,  oiw  of  the  profoftijrs  At  Aberdeen. 

—  BonwKLL. 

«  Till*  wii>  t\  hiix  ennUtnJna  11  mimtwr  «f  curloui  thtnj;i 
«hii  li  '•  <1  up  ill  Sctttlnml.  (tarUculitrljr  »oroe  horn- 
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He  vras  liow  seriously  engaged  in  writing  an 
account  of  our  travels  in  the  Hebrides,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a 
more  frequent  correspondence  with  him. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"Jan.  29.1774. 

**  Dkar  Sir, — My  operations  have  been  hindered 
by  a  cough  ;  at  least  I  flatter  myself,  that  if  my 
cough  had  not  come,  I  should  have  been  further 
advanced.  But  I  have  had  no  intelligence  from 
Dr.  Webster,  nor  from  the  excise-office,  nor  from 
you.  No  account  of  the  little  borough.'  Nothing 
of  the  Erse  language.  I  have  yet  heard  nothing 
of  my  box.  You  must  make  haste  and  gather  me 
all  you  can  ;  and  do  it  quickly,  or  I  will  and  shall 
do  without  it. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boswell,  and 
tell  her  I  do  not  love  her  the  less  for  wishing  me 
away.  I  gave  her  trouble  enough,  and  shall  be 
glad,  in  recompense,  to  give  her  any  pleasure. 

**  I  would  send  some  porter  into  the  Hebrides,  if 
I  knew  which  way  it  could  be  got  to  my  kind 
fiiends  there.     Inquire,  and  let  me  know. 

'*  Make  my  compliments  to  all  the  doctors  of 
Edinburgh,  and  to  all  my  friends,  from  one  end  of 
SootUnd  to  the  other. 

**  Write  to  me,  and  send  me  what  intelligence 
you  can ;  and  if  any  thing  is  too  bulky  for  the  post, 
let  me  have  it  by  the  carrier.    I  do  not  like  trusting 
winds  and  waves.  —  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most,  &c. 
♦•  Sam  Johnson.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London,  Feb.  7.  1774. 
"Dear  Sir, —  In  a  day  or  two  after  I  had 
written  the  last  discontented  letter,  I  received  my 
box,  which  was  very  welcome.  But  still  I  must 
entreat  you  to  hasten  Dr.  Webster,  and  continue  to 
pick  up  what  you  can  that  may  be  useful. 

"Mr.  Oglethorpe  was  with  rac  this  morning; 
you  know  his  errand.      He  was  not  unwelcome. 

♦•  Tell   Mrs.  Boswell  that  my  good    intentions 

I    towards  her  still   continue.      I   should  be  glad  to 

do  any  thing  that  would  t-ither  benefit  or  please  her. 

"  Chambers  is  not  yet  gone ;  but  so  hurried,  or 
so  negligent,  or  so  proud,  that  I  rarely  see  him.  I 
have  indeed,  for  some  weeks  past,  been  very  ill  of  a 
cold  and  cough,  and  have  been  at  Mrs.  Thralu's, 
that  I  might  be  taken  care  of.  I  am  much  better : 
nora  retitunt  in  pralia  vires  ;  but  I  am  yet  tci.der, 
and  easily  disordered.  How  happy  it  was  that 
neither  of  us  were  ill  in  the  Hebrides. 

*•  The  question  of  literary  property*  is  this  day 
!>efi>re  the  I.>ords.  Murphy  drew  up  the  appellants' 
case,  that  is  the  plea  against  the  perpetual  right. 
I  have  not  seen  it,  nor  heard  the  decision.  I  would 
not  have  the  right  perpetual. 

**  I  will  write  to  you  as  any  thing  occurs,  and  do 


you  send  me  something  about  my  Scottish  ffiends. 
I  have  very  great  kindness  for  them.  Let  mc  know 
likewise  how  fees  come  in,  and  when  we  are  to  sec 
you.  —  I  am.  Sir,  yours  affectionately, 

**  Sam.  JoHMioM," 

He  at  this  time  wrote  the  following  lettor^  to 
Mr.  Steevens,  his  able  associate  m  editing 
Shakspcarc :  — 

JOHNSON  TO   GEORGE  STEEVENS^ 
Hampitead. 

"  Feb.  7.  1774. 
"  Sir,  —  If  I  am  asked  when  I  have  seen   Mr. 
j  Steevena,  you  know  what  answer  I  must  give }  if  I 
am  asked  when  I  shall  see  him,  I  wish  you  could 
tell  me  what  to  say.     If  you  have  *  Lesley^    11  is^ 
tory  of  Scotland,'  or  any  other  book  about  Sc0tland, 
except  Boetius  and  Buchanan,  it  will  be  a  kindness 
if  you  send  them  to,  Sir,  your  humble  servimt, 
*' Sam.  Johk&ux." 

JOHNSON  TO  STEEVENS. 

"  Feb.  at .  1771. 
"  Sir,  —  We  are  thinking  to  augment  our  club, 
and  I  am  desirous  of  nominating  you,  if  you  care 
to  stand  the  ballot,  and  can  attend  on  Friday  n]fg:bCs 
at  least  twice  in  five  weeks  :  less  than  thiit  is  too 
little,  and  rather  more  will  be  expected.  Be  plua^'d 
to  let  me  know  before  Friday.  —  I  am,  Sir,  your 
most,  &c.,  Sam.  Johk<h)J(:.*^ 

JOHNSON  TO  STEEVENS. 

•*  March  5,  1774. 
*'  Sir,  —  Last  night  you  became  a  member  ofthe 
club;  if  you  call  on  me  on  Friday,  I  will  intro- 
duce you.  A  gentleman,  proposed  after  y*m,  was 
rejected.  I  thank  you  for  Neander  ',  but  wish  he 
were  not  so  fine.  I  will  take  care  of  him.  —  1  am^ 
Sir,  your  humble  servant,  Sam.  Joun^on." 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  March  fli  17/4. 

"  Dear  Sir, —  Dr.  Webster's  informatious  were 
much  less  exact,  and  much  less  determinate,  ihati  I 
expected:  they  are,  indeed,  much  lesspositiikvtli«n, 
if  he  can  trust  his  own  lK>ok  *  which  he  laid  before 
me,  he  is  able  to  give.  But  I  believe  it  will  oJwjiyit 
be  found  that  he  who  calls  much  for  infortnntmn 
will  advance  his  work  but  slowly. 

**  I  am,  however,  obliged  to  you,  dear  Sir,  for 
your  endeavours  to  help  me;  and  hope,  tlM.t  be>^ 
tween  us  something  will  sometime  be  done,  if  not 
on  this,  on  some  occasion. 

**  Chambers  is  either  married,  or  almost  married, 
to  Miss  Wilton  •,  a  girl  of  sixteen,  exqiiiutely 
beautiful,  whom  he  has,  with  his  lawyer's  tonguei 
persuaded  to  take  her  chance  with  him  in  the  Enst, 


•  The  ancient  bur(rh  of  PresHck,  in  Ayrshire.  —  Boswell. 

'  The  question  wdi  not  decided  till  r  eb.  22.  —  "  In  con- 
sequence of  this  derision,  the  KnKliih  booliselicrs  h;ivc  now 
no  other  »eciiriir  for  any  literary  purchase  they  may  malo', 
but  the  itatute  of  the  Mth  of  Queen  Anne,  which  it-curei  to 
the  author'i  aligns  an  exriutire  property  for  fourteen  year*, 
to  revert  afrain  to  the  author,  and  vest  in  him  for  fourteen 
years  more,"  —  AnntuU  HfgUUrr,  1774.  —  Crokrr. 

•  8r«  th*  CatAlo^utiof  Mr.  Steeven**!  Library,  No.  2fift  : 

**Ke«ndri  (Mich.)  OpUA  aureum.  Or.  et  Lat  2  torn.  4to. 

eorio  turcica.  JoUU  drauratis.     Lipsi*.  Xbll."     'J'hli  was 
doubtleat  the  book  lent  by  Steeven*  to  Johnson.  .-  Malone. 


*  A  manuscript  account  drawn  by  Dr.  Webster  of  ■)]  th» 

I  parishes  in  Scotland,  ascertaining  their  length,  breadl^j,.  [tunii- 

I  ber  of  inhabitants,  and  distinguishing  Protestants  anti  Itt^min 

Catholics.     This  book  had  been  transmitted  to  govi  rfLtncnt, 

'  and  Dr.  Johnson  saw  a  copy  of  it  in  Dr.  Webster  •  ^mutet- 

I    Sion.  —  BOSWKLL. 

I      »  D.aughter  of  Joseph  Wilton,  R.  A.,  the  sculptci  .     kflmr 
Sir  Robert  Chambers's  death  she  returned  to  Eng'  tinl.  mikI 


died  at  Brighton,  in  April.  |H3<).  aged  (M.     MiM  Ci.imiH^rv 
her  daughter,  married  Colonel  Maodonald,  the  son  ai  liurn, 

—  t/ROKBR. 
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•*  We  bate  ailtlad  to  tUccIub,  Charles  Foi  \  Sir 
Clwrles  Buntmry,  Dr.  Fordyce,  and  ?ilr.  Stt't-vcas.* 

•■  Ileturn  my  ilmuk*  to  lir.  \Vcb^tcr.  TtU  Ur. 
Robertson  I  have  not  much  to  reply  to  his  censure 
of  my  negligence  :  und  tell  Dr.  Blair,  that  since  be 
has  written  hither '  what  I  .said  to  liim,  we  must 
wow  con«idi?r  ourseWc*  asteven,  forgive  one  another, 
ajui  I'  I  crtre  not  how  soon,  for  he  h  a 

very  I  I.    Pay  my  complimenls  to  all  my 

frieiii!  ■ ...;:ind  Lord  I'lltbunk  of  bis  promise  to 

givf  me  t%\\  Uis  work*. 

"  I  hope  Mrti.  Iktswell  and  little  Miss  ore  well. 
—  When  shall  J  see  them  ugam  ?  SJie  is  a  sweet 
lady  i  only  ^hc  tviis  ko  glad  to  see  me  gt),  that  I 
have  idmont  u  mind  to  come  ngain^  that  she  may 
again  have  the  vamc  pK-iMure, 

"  liiqtiire  if  it  be  prneticable  to  send  a  small 
prei^enl  of  a  cask  of  porter  to  Dniivegan,  Rasay, 
anil  Col,  I  wowld  not  wish  to  In.*  thought  forget- 
ful of  civilities  —  I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant^ 
"Sam-  Joukso.**." 

On  tjic  5th  of  Afiirch  I  wrote  to  btm^  rc- 
tjuestinw;  |iis  coiuisel  whclber  I  should  this 
hijfing  come  to  London.  1  stated  to  liini  on 
tfie  one  hand  some  peeimiarT  embarrassments, 
which^  tofjeiher  with  my  wife\  Bituation  at  that 
time,  made  nie  hesitate ;  and  on  the  other,  tlie 
pleasure  anti  improvement  which  my  annual 
visit  to  tb*?  nu»tro[Mjlii5  alvrays  afforded  me ; 
and  partictdarly  mentioned  a  iweullar  satisfac- 
tion wliirh  1  expertence<i  in  cdehrating  the 
festival  of  Kaster  in  St.  Pttur«cathedi'iU  ;  that, 
to  my  fancy^it  appeared  Like  going  up  to  Jeru- 
salem ut  tfie  feaat  of  the  Passover ;  and  that 
the  stroni^  devotion  which  I  felt  on  that  oc<'a- 
aion  difl'u»ed  its  influence  on  my  mind  through 
the  rest  of  the  year. 

JOHNSON  TO   BOSWELL. 

N«t  ilnt«],  bin  written  obwul  the  jr.tli  or  March. 

*' DicAa  Sia, —  I  am  asliamed  to  Uiink  that 
since  I  received  your  letter  I  have  passed  so  many 
days  without  answering  it 

"  I  think  there  is  no  great  difficulty  in  resolving 
yonr  doubts.  Tire  reawns  for  which  you  are  in- 
clined to  vt-dt  London  are,  I  think,  not  of  suiticieot 
strength  to  an«sM'er  tVie  objections.  That  you  ■should 
delight  to  cotne  once  a  year  to  the  fountain  of  in- 
trUigcnco  and  pleasure  is  very  natural ;  but  both 
information  and  pleasure  must  be  regulated  hy 
propriety.  Pleasure,  which  cannot  be  obttdned 
but  by  unseasonalile  «r  unequitable  es|M:njic,  must 
always  end  in  \min  ;  and  pleasure^  which  must  be 
enjoyed  at  the  expense  of  another's  pain*  can  never 
he  Kuch  as  a  worthy  mind  can  fully  delight  in. 

•"  What  improvement  you  might  gain  by  coming 
to  London,  you  may  easily  supply,  or  easily  coim- 
peuMite,  by  enjoining  yourM.'lf  some  particular  study 
at  home,  or  opening  some  new  avenue  to  informa* 
tton.     Edinburgh  is  not  yet  exhausted  ;  and   I  am 


sure  you  will  find  no  plcf  '  '     *  ,1c* 

I  serve  eitlier  that  you   slic  of 

your  future    fortune,  or   \li...    .... _ ;uu 

I  yourself  and  your  lady  to  penurious  ftrug^ality  for 
,  I  be  rc^i  of  the  year. 

I  »  [  need  not  tell  you  what  regard  you  owe  to 
j  Mrs.  Boswcll's  entreaties ;  or  how  much  yoii  ootrht 
I,  to  study  the  bnppincss  of  her  who  irs 

j  with  so  much  diligencct  and  of  whose  nt 

enjoy    «uch  good  cflccts.      Life  caiuiw.  ..;. m 

society  but  by  reciprocal  i^jnces*ion».  She  per- 
mitted you  to  ramble  last  year  ;  you  mu«t  permit 
her  now  to  keep  you  at  home. 

**  Your  last  reason  is  so  serious,  that  1  am  un- 
williiig  to  oppose  it.  Yet  you  must  rvmcmber, 
that  your  image  of  worshipping  otice  a  yt^r  in  m 
certain  pt;ice,  in  imitation  of  the  Jews,  is  but  a 
comparison  ;  and  titaile  non  eat  iitrm  ;  if  the  annual 
report  to  Jerusalem  was  a  duty  to  the  Jews,  it  was 
a  duty  because  it  was  commanded ;  and  you  hAtti 
no  such  command,  therefore  no  such  duty.  It  may 
be  dangerous  to  receive  too  readily,  and  iodulgv 
too  fondly,  opinions,  from  which,  perhaps,  no  pJotis 
mind  is  wholly  disengaged,  of  local  sanctity  and 
local  devotion.  You  know  what  strange  effects* 
they  have  prmluced  over  a  grcjit  part  of  the  Chris- 
tian world,  I  am  tiow  writing,  nml  you.  wtica 
you  read  this,  are  reading  under  the  eye  of  Om- 
nipresence. 

'*  To  what  depre«  faney  is  to  be  admitted  iiilo 
religious  offices,  it  would  recjuire  much  deliberntion 
to  determine.  I  am  far  from  intending  totally  (a 
exclude  it,  Fancy  i.s  a  faculty  l>e*:towcd  by  our 
Creator,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  all  his  gilts  shoidd 
be  used  to  his  glory,  thiit  all  our  faculties  should 
co-operate  in  his  worship  ;  but  they  are  to  co- 
operate according  to  the  will  of  him  that  gave  t-itcra, 
according  (o  the  order  which  his  wisdom  has  esta- 
blished. As  ceremonies  prudential  or  convenient 
are  le*5a  obligatory  than  po«iitive  ordinance*,  as 
bodily  worship  is  only  the  token  to  others  or  our- 
selves of  mental  adoration,  so  fiuicy  is  always  to  act 
in  subordination  to  reason.  We  mny  take  fancy  (or 
a  companion^  but  must  follow  reason  as  our  icuidr. 
We  may  allow  fancy  to  suggest  certain  idens  in 
certain  places;  but  reason  roust  always  be  henrtl, 
when  sXie  tells  us,  that  those  ideas  and  tho^c  ^ilitcvn 
have  no  n:itural  or  necessary  relation.  When  we 
enter  a  church  we  hahitualiy  recall  to  mind  tlie 
duty  of  adoration,  but  we  must  not  omit  iidomtifm 
for  want  of  a  temple  :  because  we  know,  M»d  ought 
to  remember,  that  the  l^niverKil  Lord  is  i»*cTjr 
where  pre*>ent ;  and  that,  therefore^  to  oome  to  lotia* 
or  to  Jerusalem,  though  it  may  be  u»cful«  cannot 
be  necessary. 

*'  Tlius  I  have  answered  your  letter*  and  lutfe 
not  answered  it  negligently.  I  love  you  too  wiUI 
to  be  careless  when  you  arc  serious, 

"  I  thinL  I  «hall  be  very  diligi-nt  nc&t  wevk  alboul 

our  travels,  which  1  have  too  U>ng   neglcctc*!. I 

Hint  dear  Sir,  your  most.  Sec,       Saj«,   ^ounma. 

"  Compliments  to  Madam  and  Misk** 


1  Mr.  Fax,  aa  Sir  Jamei  Mackintoih  iornnncd  me,  vrnt 
ln.Mi.;fil  ill  hy  V^t.  Btirkri,  mict  Uiii  mertiog  *t  tb»»  cluh  was 
I  nf  aeqiiauiUiace  txHwci-ii  Mr.   Vi>x  and  J<ihn- 

\hM  hn  doM  not  mnitloa  Mr,  flitibon,  wha«e 

,vn.«i-su.'i   u'cm»  tnhsTP  tiM^i  cutitpnipcimrf  vltfa  j)t««v«-ai's. 

^  'M»i»  iii|<tiU«r»  tu  one  uf  Jcrhnton's  rutti*  spvuclirt,  the  mmv 


rrffctltlon  of  which  by  Dr>  Bbtir,  J>\hntAn, 
nerKilT)   ihun  jmlicp,  choim  to  cnnMiirr  (ii  c<|  .  ..    u« 

orivi  i<Mt   It  titranl  out  that  BUir  ii^i  m.J  luU 

tbc  '  I  II. 

*    '^  ><l4jf  tothf  tliriii*t,  jiltgrtmafn.  Ike,  tit  tiH< 

R'HiMtn  r.iUi<>lk-t,  ami  prrhapi    lo  cnal  gr^ai  tiilUury  uU- 
griiDii|;r  Uic  Crusade*.  —  CiraatH. 
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JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL 

«*DxAm  Sat,  —  The  ladr  «bo  ac&icn  ads  bs  m 
law-cuit.  in  whidi  ifae  dearei  to  mMke  um  at  jaar 
tkSk  and  rioqiiwicr.  and  Ae  wetssm  to  tkizl  that 
abe  diall  haTe  tomitfaing  mate  of  bodi  ibr 
mandatiao  noui  me  j  vtuefau  tsosgs  I 
little  yoa  want  anj  estera^  riritnwmt  to 
doty,  I  eoald  not  refoae  faer.  beeanae  I  kxwv  that 
at  Icait  it  will  not  hurt  ber,  to  tcsl  jaa  tbat  I  wish 
her  vdL  —  I  am.  Sir,  joar  ^oa  hTrmSV  farmt, 
-  Sajl  Jssssoa.** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

-  Ei&ii^TiL.  Mar  :S.  !TT«- 
**  Lord  Hails  has  bc^ed  of  me  to  o&t  too  hxs 
best  reqwcta,  and  to  transmit  to  too  h>w  '.mens  <d 
•  Annals  of  Scotland,  from  the  Accesioo  of  Mai- 
eohn  Kenroore  to  the  death  of  James  V./  in  draw- 
ing up  which  his  lordship  has  bees  cc^agrd  for 
tame  time.  His  lordship  writes  to  me  thus  :  —  *  If 
I  eould  procure  I>r.  Johxaoo's  critieisms.  ther 
would  be  of  great  uae  to  me  in  t2je  prosecnuoo  of 
mj  work,  as  thej  would  be  judicious  and  true.  I 
bare  00  right  to  ask  that  £iTour  of  him.  If  jaa 
could,  it  would  bighlr  oblige  tne." 

**  Dr.  Blair  requests  tou  out  be  a»nred  that  be 
did  not  write  to  London  what  rou  said  to  him.  and 
that  neither  bj  word  nor  letter  has  be  made  the 
least  eomplaint  of  rou ;  but,  on  the  e:>DtrarT.  has 
a  high  respect  for  jou,  and  lores  tou  much  more 
unee  be  saw  you  in  Scotland,  It  would  U>th  diTert 
and  frfease  jou  to   see   his   eagerness   about  this 


IjQcwiBg  Erae  books:  —  -  TW  N<w 
'  Ebxtcr  s  CjlL'  *  The  CccdesEVK  ef  Taa^  x 
Amesdtij  of  Divines  ax  W«9CB:mnt».'  *  TV  3 
tbcr'Y  rattThnm;  » A   Gac&  aaa   Enrbi^  Vj 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  Strnthun,  Jane  12.  1774. 

«  Dear  Sia,  —  Yesterday  I  put  the  firvt  sheets 
of  the  *  Journey  to  the  Htdbrides*  to  the  prew..  1 
have  etideaTOured  to  do  you  &oine  justice  in  the 
6rst  paragraph.  It  will  be  one  rolume  in  octavo, 
not  thick. 

•*  It  will  be  proper  to  make  some  pre«*nts  in 
Scotland.  You  shall  tell  me  to  whom  1  shall  gi«e: 
and  I  have  stipulated  twenty-five  for  you  to  give 
in  your  own  name.  Some  will  take  the  preseot 
better  from  mc,  others  better  funa  you.  In  tbi«, 
you  who  are  to  lire  in  the  place  ou^ht  to  direct. 
Consider  it.  Whatever  you  can  get  for  my  purpoM; 
send  mc ;  and  make  my  compliments  to  your  lady 
and  both  the  young  ones.  —  I  am.  Sir,  your,  &c., 
"  Sam.   JoHVvoy." 


»  Dr.  GoWsmilh  died  April  4.  thi»  year —  Bo«wul. 
•  Tbaa  tiookt  Dr.  Johnaon  pre«ented  to  tfa«   bodlcun 
Ubrarf.  —  Boswul. 
>  On  the  cover  enclosing  tbetn  Dr.  Johnson  wrote,  "  If 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSVELU 

-^  Daaa  Su.  —  I  wkfa  ycai  c««iU  haw  SMfcM 
over  my  book  hefovv  the  prisur.  Hot  ii  «!«•£  iwt 
CBsOy  be.      I  suspect  some  misciles :  Kc:  »  I  Mail. 

isaoc  great:  and  the  seeood  edxtkn  wiU  V  aM««a*&. 
if  any  laach  there  be.  The  pens  wsH  gvk  ok  slj^r^ 
ior  a  time,  because   I  am  goisg   iaao  W«lcs  «|k^ 


BO.SWELL  TO  JOHNSON.  I 

"  Edinburgii,  June  34.  1774.  1 
**  You  do  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  I 
Tsrious  packets  which  I  have  sent  to  you.  Neither  i 
ean  I  prevail  with  you  to  oiinrrr  my  letters,  though  \ 
you  honour  me  with  rrfwnu.  You  have  said  no-  ■ 
thing  to  me  about  poor  Goldsmith ',  nothing  al>out 
Langton. 

**  I  have  received  for  yoti,  from  the  Society  for 
Propagating  Christian  Knowledge  in  Scotland,  the 


**  I  should  be  wry  sonr  if  I  ayfxianw  t*s  tMM 
such  a  character  as  Ixrd  Hailes  cthcrwiar  thaai 
with  high  respect.  I  rctuni  the  si»Mts*.  »:>  wiik^ 
1  have  done  what  mischief  I  could  ;  and  iTi.'.TTy  is 
so  little,  tbou^t  uot  much  of  swtkdistg  tSwfc.  TW 
narratiTe  is  clear.  Irvely.  and  sbcvi. 

"  I  have  dooe  wvKse  to  Lord  Hashes  idus  W 
neglecting  his  sheets :  1  have  res  h;m  xr  3c^t. 
Dr.  Home,  the  presidect  of  >|jpaakB  i\>;'M^  a 
Oxford,  wrote  to  me  about  thxwe  moattlhs  a^v  tiSst 
he  purposed  to  reprint  Waltoc  s  LItc-j;.  aac  ock.^vc 
me  to  contribute  to  the  work  :  ay  awwyr  ««^ 
that  Lord  Hailes  intended  the  sasae  FciKic«:x« ; 
and  Dr.  Home  has  nesigned  it  to  him.  Hs  iorS« 
ship  must  now  think  srrious^y  aS>m  it. 

*-  Of  poor  dear  Dr.  Gv^uOKmith  there  is  hx:V  t^ 
he  told,  more  than  the  papers  hav«  made  paKlic. 
He  died  of  a  ferer,  I  am  afraid,  mow  vioktit  bv 
uneasiness  of  mind.  His  debts  began  to  be  hewr. 
and  all  his  resources  were  exhausted.  Sir  Joshua 
is  of  opinion  that  he  owed  not  less  than  two  tKHr-  ■ 
sand  pounds.      Was  ever  poet  so  trusted  Neilw  7 

**You    may.   if  you  plea««.    put    the    inxriptioa 
thus:  — 

*•  •  Maria  Sectonam  Refi»a  mata  15  — *  a  r%if  ta 
exihmm  acta  13—,  ab  hospitd  luci  i^caa  15—.'  \\n) 
must  find  the  years. 

*•  Of  your  second  daughter  y.^u  cvrairl*  jraxe 
the  account  yourself,  ihoUirh  you  ha^e  fory  'ttt-a  it,     ■ 
While  Mrs.   Btwwell  is  wc'l.  neier  doul>t  ^^a  hoy.     \ 
Mrs.  Thrale  brought,   I  tJ.ir.k,  five  girls  rur.nij.g, 
but  while  I  was  with  }ou  she  had  a  Iwy. 

•*  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  all  your  pamphlets, 
and  of  the  last  I  1>o;k-  to  make  some  um?.  1  made 
urtne  of  tl»e  former.  —  I  am.  dear  Sir.  your  nvtst 
affectionate  servant,  *•  Sam.  Johnsox.- 

"  My  compliments  to  all  the  three  ladies" 


JOHN.SON  TO  LANGTON. 

At  l4xmat»m. 

■  Julj  .V  J774 

"  DrAa  Sia,  —  You  have  reason  to  npnvKh  me 

that  I  have  left  your  last  letter  so  long  uium&weri'd, 

but  I  had   nothing  particular   to   say.     Chambers, 

you  find,  is  gone  far.   and   poor  Goldsmith  b  gone 


mj  d«'Ur  hat  (ciTni  anj  rrafton  for  strppoctng  that  1  havr  nM 
•  Tvrj  drrp  »en«4>  of  the  hou<Kir  dnnc  me  by  asking  a>j  j'jJt;- 
menl,  1  am  »rry  sorrj.-  —  Boswell. 
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much  further.  He  died  of  a  fever,  exasperated,  as 
I  believe,  by  the  fear  of  distress.  He  had  raised 
money  and  squandered  it,  by  every  artifice  of  ac- 
quisition and  folly  of  expense.  But  let  not  his 
frailties  be  remembered ;  he  was  a  very  great  man. 

"  I  have  just  begun  to  print  my  Journey  to  the 
Hebrides,  and  am  leaving  the  press  to  take  another 
journey  into  Wales,  whither  Mr.  Thrale  is  going, 
to  take  possession  of,  at  least,  five  hundred  a  year, 
fallen  to  his  lady.  All  at  Streatham,  that  are  alive, 
are  well. 

"  I  have  never  recovered  from  the  last  drradfitl 
illness',  but  flatter  myself  that  I  grow  gradually 
better;  much,  however,  yet  remains  to  mend. 
Kiptt  i\4ri<roy.' 

"  If  you  have  the  Latin  version  of  *  Busy,  curious, 
thirsty  fly,*  be  so  kind  as  to  transcribe  and  send  it; 
but  you  need  not  be  in  haste,  for  I  shall  be  I  know 
not  where,  for  at  least  five  weeks.  I  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing tetrastick  on  poor  Goldsmith :  — 

T^i'  riifMP  tUropdifS  rhv  *0\i€dpoio'  Koviiiy 
"Aippoffi  ftii  ffefunjyt  HfTi'e,  irrf8f<r«ri  irdret. 

KXcUere  wohjtJiv,  laropuchvt  ^wriK6v} 

**  Please  to  make  my  most  respectful  complin 
ments  to  all  the  ladies,  and  remember  me  to  young 
George  and  his  sisters.  I  reckon  George  begins  to 
show  a  pair  of  heels.  Do  not  be  sullen  now,  but 
let  me  find  a  letter  when  I  come  back.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Edinburgh,  Aug.  30. 1774. 

**  You  have  given  me  an  inscription  for  a  portrait 
of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  in  which  you,  in  a  short 
and  striking  manner,  point  out  her  hard  fate.  But 
you  will  be  pleased  to  keep  in  mind,  that  my  picture 
is  a  representation  of  a  particular  scene  in  her  his- 
tory ;  her  being  forced  to  resign  her  crown,  while 
she  was  imprisoned  in  the  castle  of  Lochlevin.  I 
must,  therefore,  beg  that  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  give  me  an  inscription  suited  to  that  particular 
scene ;  or  determine  which  of  the  two  formerly 
transmitted  to  you  is  the  best ;  and  at  any  rate, 
favour  me  with  an  English  translation.  It  will  be 
doubly  kind  if  you  comply  with  my  request  speedily. 

*<  Your  critical  notes  on  the  specimen  of  Lord 
Hailes's  <  Annals  of  Scotland  '  are  excellent.  I 
agreed  with  you  on  every  one  of  them.  He  him- 
self objected  only  to  the  alteration  of  free  to  brave, 
in  the  passage  where  he  says  that  Edward  'de- 
parted with  the  glory  due  to  the  conqueror  of  a 
free  people.'  He  says,  to  call  the  Scots  brave  would 
only  add  to  the  glory  of  their  conqueror.  You 
will  make  allowance  for  the  national  zsal  of  our 
annalist.  I  now  «;end  a  few  more  leaves  of  the  An- 
nals, which  I  hope  you  will  peruse,  and  return 
with  observations,  as  you  did  upon  the  former  oc- 
casion.     Lord  Ilailcs  writes  to  me  thus:    *  Mr. 


I  Although  hts  Letters  and  his  Prayers  and  Meditationa 
speak  of  hii  late  illness  as  mcrelv  "  a  cold  nnd  cough."  it 
would  arem  by  this  use  of  the  word  "  dreadful,''*  that  Tt  had, 
at  some  time,  taken  a  more  Reriuus  character.  We  hare  no 
trace  of  any  illneis  since  that  of  I76C,  which  could  be  called 
dreadftil,  — Crokbr. 

«  The  Greek  for  *'  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us."  —  Crokrr. 

3  As  this  has  never  bceu  to  my  knowledge  translated,  I 
have  attempted  it. 


Boswell  will  be  pleased  to  express  the  grateful 
sense  which  Sir  David  Dalrymple  has  of  Dr.  John- 
son's attention  to  his  little  specimen.  The  further 
specimen  will  show  that 

<  Even  in  an  Edward  he  can  see  desert' 

**  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  that  a  re- 
publication of  Isaac  Walton's  Lives  is  intended. 
You  have  been  in  a  mistake  in  thinking  that  Lord 
Hailes  had  it  in  view.  I  remember  one  morning, 
while  he  sat  with  you  in  my  house,  he  said,  that 
there  should  be  a  new  edition  of  Walton's  Lives ; 
and  you  said  that  *they  should  be  benoted  a  little.* 
Tliis  was  all  that  passed  on  that  subject.  You 
must,  therefore,  inform  Dr.  Home,  that  he  may 
resume  his  plan.  I  enclose  a  note  concerning  it ; 
and  if  Dr.  Home  will  write  to  me,  all  the  attention 
that  I  can  give  shall  be  cheerfully  bestowed  upon 
what  I  think  a  pious  work,  the  preservation  and 
elucidation  of  Walton,  by  whose  writings  I  have 
been  most  pleasingly  edified." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

••  Edinburgh,  Sept.  16.  IHi. 
**  Wales  has  probably  detained  you  longer  than 
I  supposed.  You  will  have  become  quite  a  moun- 
taineer, by  visiting  Scotland  one  year  and  Wales 
another.  You  must  next  go  to  Switzerland.  Cam- 
bria will  complain,  if  you  do  not  honour  her  also 
with  some  remarks.  And  I  find  concessere  co/vnmtf, 
the  booksellers  expect  another  book.  I  am  im- 
patient to  see  your  *Tour  to  Scotland  and  tlie 
Hebrides.'  Might  you  not  send  me  a  copy  by  the 
post  as  soon  as  it  is  printed  off?  "      .         . 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London,  Oct.  1.  in4. 

«  Dear  Sir,  —  Yesterday  I  returned  firom  my 
Welsh  journey.  I  was  sorry  to  leave  my  book 
suspended  so  long  ;  but  having  an  opportunity  of 
seeing,  with  so  much  convenience,  a  new  part  of 
the  island,  I  could  not  reject  it.  I  have  been  in 
five  of  the  six  counties  of  North  Wales ;  and  have 
seen  St  Asaph  and  Bangor,  the  two  seats  of  their 
bishops ;  have  been  upon  Penmanmaur  and  Snow- 
don,  and  passed  over  into  Anglesea.  But  Wales 
is  so  little  different  from  England,  that  it  offers 
nothin;;  to  the  speculation  of  the  traveller. 

"  When  I  came  home,  I  found  several  of  your 
papers,  with  some  pages  of  Lord  Hailes's  Annala, 
which  I  will  consider.  I  am  in  haste  to  give  you 
some  account  of  myself,  lest  you  should  suspect 
me  of  negligence  in  the  pressing  business  which  I 
find  recommended  to  my  care,  and  which  I  knew 
nothing  of  till  now,  when  all  care  is  vain.* 

**  In  the  distribution  of  my  books  I  purpose  to 
follow  your  advice,  adding  such  as  shall  occur  to  me. 
I  am  not  pleased  with  your  notes  of  remerobranee 
added  to  your  names,  for  I  hope  I  shall  not  eaaly 
forget  them. 


Here  Goldsmith  lies.    O  ye,  who  deeds  of  Bid, 

Or  Nature's  works,  or  saemi  Song  regard  ; 
With  reTerence  tread  — .  for  he  in  all  excelled ; 
Historian  and  Philosopher  and  Bard. 

Ceoksr  IM«. 
*  I  had  written  to  him,  to  request  hit  interposltlaii  in  be- 
half of  a  conrict,  who  I  thought  wai  very  uiUustlj  ooo- 
demned.  —  Boswbll. 
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"  I  haire  reeeited  four  Ef»e  books,  v^ithout  any 
direction,  sad  suspect  that  tbe^  art!  intended  for 
th«  Oxford  library.  If  that  b  the  intcntiDn,  I 
think  it  will  be  pruper  ta  add  the  metrlcul  psalms, 
and  wluiti.-vi:r  else  Is  ptinted  in  Erse,  that  the  pre- 
sent may  ha  complote.  The  donor's  name  should 
be  told. 

**  I  wish  you  could  have  read  the  book  before  It 
was  priared,  but  our  distance  doe^  not  easily  per* 
mit  it.  I  am  sorry  Ix^rd  Hat  lea  does  not  int^'Cid 
to  pabllfh  Walton  }  I  am  afraid  it  wiJl  not  be  done 
so  well,  if  it  lie  done  at  all.  I  purpose  now  to  drive 
the  book  rurwuril  Make  my  coinpliments  to  Mrs. 
BoswffU,  and  let  me  heai  ohun  from  you.  I  am, 
&c.  Sail  Johhsoh." 

Thi*  tour  to  Wides,  wkich  was  made  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.f  Mr$.  [and  Mlm]  Thrale,  though 
It  no  doubt  contributed  to  hh  bealth  and 
amusement,  did  not  give  an  occ&sion  to  such  a, 
discursive  e3Lcr«;ide  of  hia  mind  ns  oiur  tour  to 
the  Uebrideft.  I  do  not  find  tbat  he  kept  any 
journal  or  note^  of  what  he  saw  there.  All 
that  I  beanl  him  say  of  it  was,  that  *'  instead 
of  bleak  and  barren  mountainBi  there  were 
green  and  fi^rtile  ones;  and  that  one  of  tbe 
castle?  in  Wales  would  contain  all  tbe  aidties 
that  he  had  seen  in  Scotland.*" ' 


CHAFIER  XLVI. 
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Dr.  Jtfkn3itm'M    Dinr^   of  a    Tour  into    Wtste*^  —^ 
Chafwwarth.  — Davediiie KadteMton.  —  Dtrby. 

—  OnnAeTTBcrt.  —  HatekcxtQnr.  —  CfuMitr,  —  St. 
Amf^  —  Dtubigh .  —  HdtjmdL  —  Rk  udian  Cattle. 

—  FtHmatn*  Muter.  —  Bnng^r*  -^  Catmawvon.  — 
Bodwiik*  —  Conwat^  Cnsik,  <~~  Ombertkyi,  — 
Hagii:^.  - —  3^if  Leasoictf,  —  Bhttheim,  —  Beatwu- 


»  Mr-  Botvi^ll  »w  mlitak^  In  nuppotlpfr  tJut  Johnfon 
kept  ne*  t'^iiTikl  of  bli  Wrlih  Xrmri.  rm  ih!^ eontrarf ,  hr  l^ppE 
amln  'i-niarj  at  ihr>  mtnif  Itiija  na  that  which  Mr.  Bimw«II 
publi< '  'I  i*l  liii  »iiliii4*cijrni  riilt  to  Furii,  mud  a«  ■it3i|>l« 
prolu<'iv  tt  that  on  whicti  be  fuund^  hit  ^' JovTwe^  ta  jMe 
HfhrtHft.""  M  *M  preioTifMl  bj  till  ««rvatit,  Bmr^r,  and 
bow  it  ncipthd  Mr,  Bniveiri  mexrch  Is  not  known  i  tmt 
it  wax  firit  pubWihrt!  in  I  Hie,  hf^f,  Du?tia,  ai>d  witln  titi 
p«nn1i^i'iit  rr|>ubhil»e<lbf  mc,  rcirihc!  purpotc  "  of  filMnir  up " 
(to  U'  '^[r.  DtipTia'»  wijtd*;  'Mhit  rhiim  In  th«  "Lm  at 
Johni  I.,  which  Mr.  ])o<i«r«ll  POiUDAblt  ta  lupply.'"  I  h4to 
added  a  •ciffLJan  of  Mr.  Dupfu^»  fmn  nf>t«^,  uiiiinra*  other* 
eoinmuDU-^(f>(l  ir»  hltw  l>r  Mft-  PJotsI,  In  »IS.+  Iw  late  for 
bU  a»4f.  Thcr  whDk*  ailflifdt  n  chipti'T  in  Johoinn'j.  {VX*^  anil 
many  liicidini[a!  notSc*?*  nrmarili«rt.  (fncH:  j^tj  imporCAnt « 
least  %'m  ruriij'Ut  ta  Inc  mniTt^.  A  colLAtlim  or  the  ruHjOrlrAl 
MS^  tkodtjr  erilrUDted  Xo  Mt.  MurrBf.  frir  Mr.  Wr1i<i(Tit'i 
edition,  hj*  It*  prt?*eifct  t'n>prk4nc>  th*'  fte»*  AreMttwom 
Batler,  or  Shr«wibiiJry,  hJU  lUppned  msmf  corivftlfini,  and 

*  Mr-  Hlcbutl  Green  wsa  »n  apothccarr.  and  relritoil  to 
Dr.  Ji>hinon,  H"  had  3.  eomtldnirabjii'  col)«ct|gn  *>f  Mtl* 
laitie*,  tmtiifjj  curlotitlei^  nod  loKvaloiu  wDrki  of  art.—' 


qauiei 
UXJm 


Dr.  Rraiimu*  T>Arwlo  :  at  thli  time  hifi  ttY^d  M  Llchfi«1ilt 
vb«rr  h-i  liAiA  pTarH*''d  ■«  %  pti  j»iplii  n  from  tbr  wrar  l|S^ 
Miu  Nirvurd  v»,j*,  ih*^  Johnson  and  D.irwio  hnA  tm\t  olM  or 
two  iDtcri'MrWi.   Mutual  uid  ttroiir  iliilike  lubiiiteid  Wta«n} 


DIARY.  —  1T74. 

Tuesday^  JtthjB.  —We  left  Streatham  11 
A.  M.  —  Price  of  four  horses  two  tihilJings  a 
mile  ^  Bamet  1  40^  p.  m*  —  On  the  roSi  I 
read  Tally*s  Epistles — At  night  at  Dunstable. 

Wedneitdtiy,  Jidy  6.  —  To  Lichfield^  eighty- 
three  miles.    To  the  Swan. 

Thursdaih  Jtdy  T,  —  To  Mra,  Porter^a  —  To 
the  cathedral  —  To  Mrs.  Aston*B  —  To  Mr. 
Green's^- — ^  Mr.  Green's  museum  was  much 
admired,  and  Mr.  Newton's  china. 

Friday,  July  8.  —To  Mr.  Newton'd  —  To 
Mra,  Cobb*s  —  Dr.  Darwin'e  ^  —  j  went  again 
to  Mrs-  Aston's,     She  was  sorry  to  part. 

Suiurdatt^  July  9.—  Breakfasted  at  Mr.  Gar- 
rick's*— Viaited  Miss  Vyse*  — Miss  Seward^ 

—  W^ent  to  Dr,  Tajlor'a  [at  Ashboum]  —  I 
read  \i  bttle  on  th&  road  m  TtilEy's  Epistles 
and  Martial  — ^Mart.  Sth,  44.,  thw  pro  lj'1710.'' 

Sujviay^  Jidy  10,  —  Morning,  at  ehurch. 
Company  at  dinner, 

Monihy^  July  11.  —  At  Ham  —  At  Oakover 

—  I  wan  less  pleased  with  Ilam  than  when  I 
saw  it  first;  but  my  friends  were  much  de- 
lighted. 

Tueitday,  July  12.  —  At  Chatswortb.  —  The 
water  wifiow*^ — The  cascade  shot  out  from 
many  spputs  —  The  fountains  —  The  water 
tree — The  smooth  iloors  in  the  hi  cheat  rooms  ^ 

—  Atlas  fifteen  hands  inch  and  half  ^'^  —  River 
ninnin>r  through  tie  park  —  The  portit^oes  on 
the  aides  support  two  galleriea  for  the  first 
floor  ^ — My  fnendB  were  not  struck  with  the 
house  —  It  fell  below  ray  ideas  of  the  furniture 
— The  staircase  m  in  the  corner  of  the  house 
— ^Thc  hall  in  the  comer  the  grandest  room, 
though  only  a  room  of  paj59ao:<j — On  the  ground- 
flcjor,  only  the  chapel  and  break fii&t-ro<7m,  and 
a  small  library ;  the  real,  sen^ants'  rooms  and 
offii'cs  —  A  bad  inn. 

Wednfistdiiy,  July  IS,  —  At  ^latlock. 

Thursday,  July  14.  —  At  dinner  at  Oak- 
over ;  too  deaf  to  bear,  or  much  converse  — 
Mrs.  Gcll  —  The  chapel  at  Oakover  —  The 


i.hi*m.    Dr.  Darwin  died  April  tS.  1^02,  hi  bli  ti^^t^-nintb 
jifPir.  — DuiWi. 

'f  "  Peter  Cmrteli.  the  iM^t  broUipr  of  TimwH.  I  think  he 
vu  an  «tt[prn(7,  but  bw  »e«iEKti  tO'  Ii'riI  aci  1ndrp«idriit  lift'. 
vnA  talkN)  ftU  atwut  Qihinft.  Dr..  John^n  advli^d  him  to 
Ffnd  H'^aliitii**  AM^tiv,  rpp«ltlnff  fotsfl  Term  from  it."  — 
Pi^mt  MS,  ^  Ciiyaia. 

^  DftUgbttr  uf  ArEbdpairoliYTt?.  wlfn  afterwArdi  or  Madan, 
Blihopaf  Frt^boraucb.— CaoKlR. 

>  "  Pr.  Ju]inton  wuuM  not  tutt^r  id*  to  tptraj^  lo  Miu 
Seward."  ~  PtoTxi  Mh°,  Sii  eHr\j  wu  tbe  cvoint'f  1  tH>twecn 
thcm.  —  CaoKFa. 

'  In  the  <>dlttan  of  MartJia],  whEch  ho  was  rttsading^  the  last 
woril  <at  Ihe  lihc 

"  Pefliutf  ivt  k'nto  iplevidptcHt  tnrbida  ttrnt^^*^ 
vat,  DO  doubt,  mlffiTlnlcHd  tma*—€Hu%E»t 

"  "  Tbefe  w««  a  iTat*T*w»rk  ai.  ClitLi worth  with  ik  Cfmcealed 
iprln^^  whlrii^  uTiun  I'Ciucbing,  ipoiitWl  out  itrvani*  from 
#ri?rr  boumh  of  a  wlllo*  treo,  I  Tfrnnnbei-  t^td^  Kuth 
(Mitt  Thndd)^  thm  t«n  p^r»  nld^  waa  the  mntt  aznuied  by 
It  *)f  imf  (if  Ibir  pufty.'*  —  Pffitti  MS.  —  Cuosra, 

^  Ola  tMik  B*wri  poliftbHl  itj  tuhblttf.  JohtiHSQ..  I  iiippo«e, 
ir«iodri?d  tliat  lltrT  thuoU  uke  fuch  paLn«  with  the  surcta. 
_  Pibuf  .TIS.  — CsoasR. 

it  Tbt«  wBi  a  rai»-lidri«,  vhlcli  wat  verjr  haudione  and 
Tciy  ifplitlr,  iud  attractad  w*  much  of  Dr.  JohnKHi'i  attention, 
IMI  he  Mid.  ''of  all  Ihe  Duka'i poMCialotu.  I  lik«  AUaa 
bctt."  — DtiPFA. 


wood  of  the  pcwa  srosaly  paintetl  —  I  could 
not  reud  the  epitaji  —  Would  Itiarn  the  old 
bun  da. 

Friday,  July  IS.  — ^  At  Ashbourii  —  Mrs. 
Dyott  find  !ier  daughters  eaiut!  in  th«  morning: 
—  M>.  Uyott '  dined  with  lis  —  We  visited  Mr, 
Flint. 

*•  T^  wpwto¥  Mwjpof ,  rh  5i  Btirtpor  tT\t¥  "Epwfiks^ 

Sfitttrtiuy,  July  16,  —  At  Duvedale,  with  Mr. 
Lftngli'V  '  and  Air.  FlinU  It  is  u  placo  that 
deserves  q  visit;  but  did  not  answi^r  roy  ex- 
pectation. The  river  is  small,  the  rocks  are 
grand.  Keynard's  Hall  In  a  c-ave  very  high  in 
the  rock  ;  it  goes  badcward  several  vards,  per- 
haps eight.  To  the  left  is  a  small  opening', 
throujrh  which  I  crept,  and  found  another 
cavern,  perhaps  tour  yards  squaie  ;  ut  the  back 
was  «  brwich  yet  smaller,  which  I  could  not 
easily  have  entered,  and,  wanting  lipht,  did  not 
inspect.  I  was  in  a  cave  jct  hif:lier,  culled 
Reynard's  Kitchen.  There  is  a  rock  called  the 
Church,  in  which  I  saw  no  reaemblunce  that 
could  justify  the  name.  Dovedale  is  Jibout  two 
miles  long.  We  walked  towards  the  head  of 
the  Dove,  which  U  said  to  rise  about  6ve  miles 
above  two  caves  called  the  Dog*holc*,  at  the  end 
of  Dovedale*  In  one  place,  where  the  rocks 
approached,  I  [iroposed,  to  builii  an  arch  from 
rock  to  rock  over  the  stream,  with  a  summer- 
house  upon  it.  The  water  murmured  pleasantly 
among  the  stones.  —  I  thought  that  the  heat 
and  exercise  mended  mj  heai'in^.  I  bore  the 
fati^G  of  the  walk,  which  wns  very  laborious, 
without  inconvenience.  —  There  were  with  us 
Gilpin  *  and  Parker.^  Ilnvini^  heard  of  this 
place  before,  T  had  i^jrmed  some  imf»crfc*ct  idoaj 
to  which  it  did  not  answer.  Brown  ^  mys  he 
was  dL^appointed.  I  certainly  expected  a  larger 
river  where  I  found  only  a  clear  quick  brof.ik. 
I  believe  I  had  imaged  a  valley  enclosed  by 
rocks,  and  terminated  by  a  broad  cxpant<e  of 
water.  He  that  baa  seen  Dovcdale  ha&  no  need 
to  visit  the  Highlauda.  —  In  the  afternoon  we 
visited  old  Airs.  Dale.'' 

July  17. —Sunday  moming,  at  church  — 
K«<>  [ci/jTii]  *  —  Arternoon  at  Mr.  Dyott's. 

Monday,  July  18.  —Dined  at  Mr.  Geir.*!.^ 

I'lietdny,  July  19.  —  We  went  to  Kedleston 
to  see  Lord  Scardale^a  new  house^  which  is  very 
costly,  but  ill  contrived  —  The  ball  is  very 


'    Thn  r>vritt»   .irr    i   r«"iir.«'<'tjiti1f 


■It   SL 


tlj«  ».  .    thinl."      IM 

iiJiin*"  in  Ba^U,    H 

'  'I  '  >    wiw  maslOT  of   the  fprammnr* 

•fhfK.i  ,T  rM-lsfhlmuT  of  Dr.  Taylor "».  Inil 

I"'  •  •■!  h*m  ;  wtWfh  uiWi  to  Iter- 

1  '   —  CuoHim. 

'.id  youth,  Bt  thlt  time  an 
i  .  ...  ain't  wu  an  old  ttlrersmtti] 

iiiLvr  LidiiuiuV  Utit  I  wltU — i'titiit  V'*!. -.- ClkUlkUi. 

^  Joho  i*4rker,  of  OrownKholtne,  (n   t4nc4thlr*«  BiQ-  ^ 
Dvrri. 


[  stately,  lighted  by  three  fikylight*;  it  has  two 
rows  of  marble  pJIlars,  <lu*r,  an  I  hoar,  from 
Langley,  in  aquurry  of  Northamptonahitv;  liie 
pillars  are  very  Isrije  and  ma.'^sy*  aiul  take  up 
too  much  room  :  they  wci'e  lietter  away.  Jic- 
hind  the  hall  is  a  cii*cular  saloon,  u«ut'eft<(.  ;ind 
tJiorcforc  ill  contrived  —  The  corridors  that 
join  the  wings  to  the  lK»dy  are  mere  paeBiuri<3 
through  segments  of  circle*  — The  stale  bod- 
chainbcr  was  very  richly  furnished  —  The 
dining  ]>arlour  wua  more  splendid  with  gilt 
plate  than  any  that  I  Imve  seen  —  There  were 
many  pictures  —  The  grandeur  was  oil  beh>w 
—  The  bedchambers  were  small^  low,  dark,  and 
fitter  for  a  prison  than  a  hovyie  of  splendour  ^ — 
The  kitchen  has  an  opening  into  the  gall(»Ty,by 
which  its  heat  and  it»  fumes  arc  fiispcr»ed  over 
the  hou.sc  —  There  seemed  in  the  whoh>  mor« 
cost  than  judgment.  —  We  went  tlien  In  the 
tiilk  mill  at  Derby,  where  I  remar'  '  ar- 
ticular manner  of  propagating  m  a 
horizontal  to  a  vertical  whccD  —  \\<  M,:tv  <je- 
sJred  to  leave  the  raen  only  two  shillings  — 
JSIr.  Thrnle'a  bill  at  the  inn  for  dinner  was 
eighteen  shillings  and  tenpence.  —  At  night  t 
went  to  Mr.  Langley *«,  Mrs.  Woiui's,  Captain 
Astle,  &c, 

Wednesday^  Jidy  30. — Wc  left  Ashboiim  "» 
ami  went  to  Buxton  —  Thence  to  Pool's  Hole, 
which  is  nan'ow  at  first,  but  then  ri>cs  into  a 
high  arch;  but  is  so  obstructed  with  crag*, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  walk  in  it — There  are 
two  ways  to  the  end,  which  is,  they  «ay,  six 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  mimth  — 
They  tfike  passengers  up  the  higli  •  "  ^^  -ml 
bring  them  back  the  lower — Th'  xy 

was  $0  difficdt  and  dangerous,  t.L  ,  .  ng 
tried  it,  1  desisted — I  found  no  level  pari. — 
At  night  we  came  to  Macclesfield,  a  very  tarse 
town  in  Cheshire,  little  known  —  It  has  a  ttilk 
mill:  it  has  a  handsome  church,  wbi'h,  br.w- 
ever,  is  but  a  chapel,  for  the  town  to 

some  parish  of  another  name  [Vi  rut 

Stourbridge  lately  did  to  Ohi  hwinlKrd— • 
Macclesfield  ha^  a  town-hall,  and  is,  I  suppo^ 
a  corporate  town- 
TV^  «/W^iy,  y»i/y  21. — We  came  to  Con^tie- 
ton,  where  there  is  likewise  a  silk  mill  —  Tom 
to  Middlewich,  a  mean  ohl  town,  witliooi  any 
munufacturc,  but,  I  think,  a  corp«»rati(»n  — 
Thenct?  we  proceeded  to  Nam])twich,  an  old 
town:   from  the  inn*  I  saw  scjircely  aay  but 


Vuiiri  *•  Ttithrr  tht»U|rbt*'  th^  thil)  WM  C^rf^flMdtf 
on  4  polnl  of  tniidwjip*,  pr<»lt«ttli 
r  I^Arker,  Johuton  ihuuafat  wortli 

.  rlrfto  SO.  —  Drrr*. 
If  he  veiU  hli  noOtM  ut  tiU  l.rjkltll 
. —  nrrrx.     tn  nnr  of  hti  UttH™, 


Chu...  I. 

^  Mr.  firtl,  nt  Hoplaii   i 
w<  11  Icnovf  n  for  hn  Tote 

**•  It  woulil  teem.  Ihtl   i:  . 

qiiiirtrr-   ol  tli9  imrly  »cr«  nI   •Uktbwurn,  mUi 


^^1- 
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black  timber  houses — I  tasted  the  brine  water, 
which  contains  much  more  salt  than  the  sea 
water — By  slow  evaporation,  thej  make  large 
crystals  of  salt ;  by  quick  boiling,  small  granu- 
lations— It  seemed  to  have  no  other  prepara- 
tion. At  evening  we  came  to  CJombermere  *, 
so  called  from  a  wide  lake. 

Friday y  July  22. — We  went  upon  the  mere 
— I  pulled  a  bulrush  of  about  ten  feet — I  saw 
no  convenient  boats  upon  the  mere. 

Saturday^  July  23.— We  visited  Lord  Kil- 
morey*s  house  • — It  is  large  and  convenient, 
with  many  rooms,  none  of  which  are  magni- 
ficently spacious — The  furniture  was  not 
splendid — The  bed-curtains  were  guarded^ — 
Lord  Kilmorey*  showed  the  place  with  too 
much  exultation — He  has  no  park,  and  little 
water. 

Sunday^  July  24. — We  went  to  a  chapel, 
built  by  Sir  Lynch  Cotton  for  his  tenants — It 
is  consecrated,  and  therefore,  I  suppose,  en- 
dowed— It  is  neat  and  plain — The  communion 
plate  is  handsome — It  has  iron  pales  and  gates 
of  great  el^ance,  brought  from  Lleweney, 
»*  for  Robert  has  laid  all  open."  * 

^Monday,  July  25.]  —  We  saw  Hawkcstone, 
the  seat  of  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  and  were  con- 
ducted by  Miss  Hill  over  a  large  tract  of 
rocks  and  woods;  a  region  abounding  with 
strikinff  scenes  and  terrific  grandeur.  We 
were  uwaya  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  or  at 
the  foot  of  a  lofty  rock ;  but  the  steeps  were 
seldom  naked:  in  many  places,  oaks  of  un- 
common magnitude  shot  up  from  the  crannies 
of  stone ;  and  where  there  were  not  tall  trees, 
there  were  underwoods  and  bushes.  Round 
the  rocks  is  a  narrow  patch  cut  upon  the  stone, 
which  is  very  frequently  hewn  into  steps ;  but 
art  has  proceeded  no  further  than  to  make  the 
succession  of  wonders  safely  accessible.  The 
whole  circuit  is  somewhat  laborious ;  it  is  ter- 
minated by  a  grotto  cut  in  a  rock  to  a  great 
extent,  with  many  windings,  and  supported  by 
pillars,  not  hewn  into  regularity,  but  such  as 
imitate  the  sports  of  nature,  by  asperities  and 
protuberances.  The  place  is  without  any 
dampness,  and  would  afford  an  habitation  not 
uncomfortable.  There  were  from  space  to 
space  seats  in  the  rock.  Though  it  wants 
water,  it  exceb  Dovedale  by  the  extent  of  its 
proijpects,  the  awfulness  of  its  shades,  the 
norrors  of  its  precipices,  the  verdure  of  its 


<  At  thU  time  the  seat  of  S'.r  Lynch  Salutbury  CoUon, 
DOW  r»f  Lord  Corobermcre.  hia  grandson,  from  which  place 
he  take*  hi*  title.  It  vtAndi  on  the  •Itr  of  an  old  abbey  of 
Benedictine  roonki.      The    lake,  or  mere,  is  about  three 


quarters  nt  a  mile  long,  but  of  no  great  width.  —  DcrPA. 
■  "all.  in "^ 

with  some  inferior  material ;    or,  perhaps,  as'  Mr.  Lockhart 


s  ShaTington  Hall,  in  Shropshire.  — DrppA. 
Probabljrir*' 


indnf  from  wear  or  accident  by  being  corered 


suggests,  trimmed  with  lace  — an  old  meaning  of  the  word 
gmnrdfed.  —  Crokbb. 

*  John  Needham,  tenth  Viscount  Rllroorey.  —  Crokbr. 

*  Bobert  was  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Lynch  Salusburr 
Cotton,  and  lived  at  Lleweney  at  this  time.  —  Duppa.  All 
the  teata  In  England  were,  a  hundred  years  ago,  enclosed 
with  walls,  through  which  there  were  generally  "  Iron  pales 
and  gatat.*    Mr.  Cotton  bad.  no  doubt,  "  laid  all  open  *'  by 


hollows,  and  the  loftiness  of  its  rocks:  the 
ideas  which  it  forces  upon  the  miud  are  the 
sublime,  the  dreadful,  and  the  vast.  Above  is 
inaccessible  altitude,  below  is  horrible  pro- 
fundity ;  but  it  excels  the  garden  of  Ilam  only 
in  extent.  Bam  has  grandeur^  tempered  with 
softness;  the  walker  congratulates  his  own 
arrival  at  the  place,  and  is  erieved  to  think 
that  he  must  ever  leave  it.  As  he  looks  up  to 
the  rocks,  his  thoughts  are  elevated;  as  he 
turns  his  eyes  on  the  valleys,  he  is  composed 
and  soothed.  He  that  mounts  the  precipices 
at  Hawkestone  wonders  how  he  came  thither, 
and  doubts  how  he  shall  return.  His  walk  is 
an  adventure,  and  his  departure  an  escape. 
He  has  not  the  tranquillity,  but  the  horror,  of 
solitude ;  a  kind  of  turbulent  pleasure,  between 
fright  and  admiration.  Ilam  is  the  fit  abode 
of  pastoral  virtue,  and  might  properly  diffuse 
ita  shades  over  nymphs  and  swains.  Hawke- 
stone can  have  no  fitter  inhabitants  than  giants 
of  mighty  bone  and  bold  emprise;  men  of 
lawless  courage  and  heroic  violence.  Hawke- 
stone should  be  described  by  Milton,  and  Ilam 
by  Pamell. — Miss  Hill  showed  the  whole  suc- 
cession of  wonders  with  great  civility.  The 
house  was  magnificent,  compared  with  the 
rank  of  the  owner.  ^ 

Tuesday,  July  26.  — We  left  Combermere, 
where  we  have  been  treated  with  great  civility 

—  Sir  L.  is  gross,  the  lady  weak  and  i^orant 

—  The  house  is  spacious,  but  not  magmficent ; 
built  at  different  tunes,  with  different  materials ; 
part  is  of  timber,  part  of  stone  or  brick,  plas- 
tered and  painted  to  look  like  timber  — ^It  is 
the  best  house  that  ever  I  saw  of  that  kind  — 
The  mere,  or  lake,  is  large,  with  a  small  island, 
on  which  there  is  a  summer-house,  shaded  with 
great  trees ;  some  were  hollow,  and  have  seats 
m  their  trunks.  —  In  the  afternoon  we  came 
to  West-Chester  ;  (my  father  went  to  the 
fair  when  I  had  the  small-pox.)  We  walked 
round  the  walls",  which  are  complete,  and  con- 
tain one  mile  three  (quarters,  and  one  hundred 
and  one  yards ;  withm  them  are  many  gardens : 
they  are  very  high,  and  two  may  walk  very 
commodiously  side  by  side  —  On  the  inside  is 
a  rail  —  There  are  towers  from  space  to  space, 
not  very  frequent,  and  I  think  not  all  com- 
plete. 

Wednesday,  July  27.  —  We  staid  at  Chester 
and  saw  the  cathedral,  which  is  not  of  the  first 


prostrating  the  walls ;  and  the  pales  and  gates,  thus  become 
useless,  had  been  transferred  to  the  church Crokbr. 

>  The  whole  of  this  passage  is  so  inflated  and  pompous, 
that  it  looks  more  like  a  burlesque  of  Johnson's  style  than 
his  own  travelling  notes.  —  Crokbr 

7  It  would  seem  that  a  quarrel  between  Johnson  and  Mrs. 
Thrale  took  place  at  Chester,  tor  she  writes  to  Mr.  Duppa  — 
"  Of  tbofe  tU-JtUed  walls  Dr.  Johnson  might  have  learned 
the  extent  from  any  one.  He  has  since  put  me  fairly  out  of 
countenance  by  saying,  *  I  have  known  my  mistret*  fifteen 
years,  and  never  saw  her  fairly  oat  of  humour  but  on  Chester 
wall ; '  it  was  because  he  would  keep  Miss  Thrale  beyond 
her  hour  of  going  to  bed  to  walk  on  the  wall,  where,  from 
the  want  of  light,  I  apprehended  some  accident  to  her  — 
perhaps  to  him."  —  Pioxxi  MS.  -,  CaoKRa. 
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^  V        ■"•-     -.-i:-      *ii    iiw  or  :htf  pjoms  the 

a*.. '  -    .'^     ■     .  Ai'i  "Ul-  r«Mi.'L'i'.'ry  ot'  the  old 

»      •:    "r*:-    >   i  jriiumur-*:hwl  — 

■■.i*i  -    -^    :n«i    ^iiiu   ru  set!   me — The 

■  .-s.-.'-    >    •  •••  •«.  it=iiiii  :    «vMp  ic  an;  chambers 

•  '         :h.  -*ii::'ii:i  :iiiMi  !ivi;  —  In  ono  part  of 

-,-^.      *:i>    L    iiincLTrineaii    arvh,   very 

.-  ■  ^  .    '..  i;      II  iin'ilic"-.  what  thoy  calleil,  I 

•  .-,»■     '..tii.^.  I  H'liiaa  hy;H.vau>t — Chester 

'"•wHtUft,    'tuft  iS.  —  Wo  entered  Wales, 

.   r«.  u  Hi'iiin,  iini  v.*a:?!o  u»  Lleweiiey.* 

- -..«iv.     'ftv  iV.  —  Wo  wore  at  l-.leweney 

:■.   :'.v    *»»■!  If   Liowor.ov  is  a  spring  of  fine 

•  -.V'.    *:iii'j   -•-<'i  .il'i"«vo  the  surface  into  a 

^»  .:^    \»*ii'.    f^Mi  Hoivhit  runs  to  waste,  in  a 

.,:.■■.. 4.1*  ^iiv.iiii,  ilTr^ui^h  a  pi|»o — There  are 

,,»     I.-;!     t^x-s— I'ho  hall  at   Lleweney  is 

i-.o    tt«  I'll::,  jk'xi  twinty-oijiht  broad  —  The 

,t..'^'iK*.  ''K'1.1'.^  rh  rr\-si\  iVx^t  lonjr,  andtwenty- 

^\    »«'-.i\:       h    I*   j'iirily   s;Lshod,  and  partly 

Vi'»'"«« '/.  -Vv  :'0.  —  Wo  wont  to  Bach  y 
.:»»;,  >»  utv  wo  tound  an  ohi  house,  built 
ii.'.  it  Ml  iruvninuMi  and  imtmuno<lious  form 
\4x  «;>.•>■>*  oli:»tion*d  alnnit  tirinj:,  but  I 
..t»  »iU»:  SI  iuT  10  ^o  to  the  top  —  The  tloors 
■.  .V  \\;i  xii'loii:  iho  windows  ari»  stopped  — 
=  -H.  I. MM"  w  ;».>*  U-s-j  than  I  siH'nuHl  to  ox^>ecl  — 
"H  .m  Clwvd  is  a  br«H>k  with  a  bridge  of 
..V  ..«ii.  .i\'ut  ono  thinl  of  a  mile  ^  —  The 
■••A*  ^  ».i»o  in.iMy  trtvs,  jronorally  young;  but 
s.  -*».  •»  «•»  ii  vvin  to  dooay  —  'J'hey  have  been 
••  ,iK».  Pto  h.uiso  never  had  a  ganlen — The 
M. ..;. .  u  '.  i!r,.;hor>tory  would  make  an  useful 
>* ».  ^ .  '..I  .  .4!inoi  Iv  j:r\»at  —  Some  buildings 
».».sa  ».  t.»i.Jj.  ilw  foninier.  intended  for  ware - 
K.. .-.  N  •!»•.. !i{  m.iko  storo-ohandK'rs  and  ser- 
......N    «siu>       I'iu'  :;round  seems  to  be  good 


■i     vl 


«,,    .i,-...v»i 


,  SI.       Wo  wont  to  ehurch  at 

I'u*  «MiljodraI.  thoudi  not  large, 

^'i  di^nliN  ami  grnmleur — The 

4.-    s  \*'Ji  sh«Mi     ■  It  has  soaroely  any 

Iho  «piiiv  hiis,  I   think,  tliirty- 

.:>     i    iMiuiuo  workmanship  —  On  the 

.  .V   v*-i!u»n!oiis  Tn'lHMid,  Cancellarius, 

.».  .L.»,    l^.^^vMIo^ — The   constitution 

o><.'<«.  -'u*   it  has  all  the  usual  titles 

.....»*         n»o    M'rvii-e  wiis    sung   only 

Ns..'»i.»    md  ll\mMs — Tlie  bishop  [Dr. 

.„.%    v\:*    I'i^il  —  We   went  to  his 

.    ...-.    »  Ml   moan — They  have  a  li- 

V  ^.^.i  4  uK'in   — 'JIuTU  lived  Lloyd 


We  visitetl  Denbigh, 


and  the  remains  of  its  castle  —  The  town  con- 
sists  of  one  main  street,  and  some  that  cross  it, 
which  1  have  not  seen  —  The  chief  street 
ascends  with  a  quick  rise  for  a  great  length  : 
'  the  houses  are  Liuilt  some  with  nmgh  stone, 
I  some  with  brick,  and  a  few  arc  of  timber  — 
The  cnstle,  with  its  whole  enclosure,  has  been 
a  jinnligious  pile  ;  it  is  now  so  ruined  that  the 
form  of  the  inhabited  part  cannot  easilv  l>e 
tracetl  —  There  are,  as  in  all  old  buildings, 
said  to  be  extensive  vaults,  which  the  ruins  of 
'  the  upjwr  works  cover  and  conceal,  but  into 
which  boys  sometimes  find  a  way  —  To  clear 
all  jiassages,  an<l  trace  the  whole  of  what  re- 
mains, would  re<|uire  much  labour  and  ex|)ensc 

—  We  saw  a  church,  which  was  once  the 
chajM-d  of  the  castle,  but  is  usihI  by  the  town: 
it  is  dedicated  to  St.  Hilary,  and  has  an  income 

of  al)out .     At  a  small  distance  is  the 

ruin  of  a  church  said  to  have  been  begun  by 
the  great  Earl  of  Leicester,  and  left  unfinished 
at  his  death  —  One  side,  and  I  think  the  cast 
end,  are  yet  standing  —  There  was  a  stone  in 
the  wall  over  the  doorway,  which,  it  was  suid, 
would  fall  and  crush  the  best  s<>holar  in  the 
diocese  —  One  IVice  would  not  pass  under  it. 
They  have  taken  it  (h»wn  —  "We  then  saw  the 
chapel  of  Lleweney,  founde<1  by  one  oi"  the 
Salusburies :  it  is  very  complete :  the  monu- 
mental stones  lie  in  the  ground  —  A  chimnev 
has  been  added  to  it,  but  it  is  otherwise  not 
much  injured,  and  mijjrht  be  easily  repaired. — 
AVe  went  t^>  the  parish  church  of  Denbigh, 
which,  being  near  a  mile  from  the  town,  is 
only  uscfl  when  the  parish  officers  arc  cho«en 

—  In  the  chapel,  on  Sundays,  the  service  is 
read  thrice,  the  second  time  only  in  Knglish, 
the  fir>t  and  thinl  in  Welsh — The  bishop  came 
to  survey  the  castle,  and  visited  likewise  St. 
Hilary's  chapel,  which  is  that  which  the  town 
uses  —  The  hay-barn,  built  with  brick  pillars 
from  si>ace  to  space,  and  covered  with  a  nwf 

—  A  more  elegant  and  lofty  hovel  —  'ITie 
rivers  here  are  mere  torrents,  which  ai-e  sud- 
denly swellecl  by  tiie  rain  to  gn^at  breadth  and 
great  violence,  but  have  very  little  constant 
stream ;  such  are  the  Clwyd  and  the  Elwy  — 
There  are  yet  no  mountains  —  ITie  ground 
is  IxMutifully  embellished  with  woods,  and  di- 
versifiwl  by  inequalities — In  the  parish  church 
of  Denbigh  is  a  bas-relief  of  Llovd  the  anti- 
quary, who  was  before  Camden — lie  is  kneel- 
ing at  his  prayers.* 

Tuesday^  Aiifr.  2.  —  We  ro<le  to  a  summer- 
house  of  Air.  Cotton,  which  has  a  very  exten- 
sive prospect ;  it  is  meanly  built,  and  unskil- 


».»•«■  jlosiily  olxorvcMl,  mas  tlir  ri«sl- 
.  S*4  Mt*  TlirHl«*'#ciiU';in-pcrTnan. 
••..i.i  .tiia  l>r.  Johiuon  Maid  throe 
.   ..K-.i  t'\cMrkii>n<  in  the  ncighbuur- 

...u>t  i'MUKBR. 

. ..  1.  ..Mf  K'f  thi*  (ttnlc  which  hod 
,..v.  *■>•  thr  cauFC  nr  thi(  vinit  to 
.  ...^1  •t*ivar.  if  is  rrrtain  that  thin 
,  .  ,.  ^..-h-M  of  I'loiii'd.  ami,  making 
'.K...  -.  ^jhAtAMry.bfqueatlii^toihiK 
.  ....    I   :i  >•"  tlif.iiine)  this  ancirat 


patrimoniHl  pitate,  to  the  exclusion  of  her  own  children. 
Ckokfr. 


3  M<>aning,  prolMbly,  one  third  of  a  mile  from  the  hnusr. 
—  ("roker.  I 

*  I.loyd  wa«  rained  lo  the  see  of  St.  Asaph  in  ipiO.    He    i 
wa^  ono  of  the  wvon  lii»hops.     Ho  died  Uishnp  of  Worre'ter.    ! 
Aiie.  3<i.  1717.  -  Dudweli  was  a  man  of  extenairc  leamlnf, 
I  and  ail  inllmato  frh-nd  of  Lloyd.  —  Drppa. 
I      ^  Humphry  1.1  wyd  was  a   natire  of  Denbigh,  prvetlsed 

thorc  a«  a  iihysician.  and  alM)  renreMnted  the  town  In  nir-    I 
I  llawent.    ilc  died  1.568.  —  Dcwa.  ^ 

'  J 
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fully  disposed  —  We  went  to  Dymerchion 
church,  where  the  old  clerk  acknowledged  his 
mistress  —  It  is  the  parish  church  of  B&ch  j 
Grfug;  a  mean  fabric;  Mr.  Salusbury  [Mrs. 
Thnue*s  father]  was  buried  in  it :  B&ch  y  Grug 
has  fourteen  seats  in  it.  As  we  rode  by,  I 
looked  at  the  house  a^ain  — We  saw  Llannerch, 
a  house  not  mean,  with  a  small  park  Tcry  well 
watered  —  There  was  an  avenue  of  oaks,  which, 
in  a  foolish  compliance  with  the  present  mode, 
has  been  cut  down  —  A  few  are  yet  standing ; 
the  owners  name  is  Davies — The  way  lay 
through  pleasant  lanes,  and  overlooked  a  region 
beautifully  diversified  with  trees  and  grass. 
At  Dymerchion  church  there  is  English  service 
only  once  a  month  —  this  is  about  twenty  miles 
from  the  English  border  —  The  old  clerk  had 
great  appearance  of  joy  at  the  sight  of  his 
mistress,  and  foolishly  said,  that  he  was  now 
willing  to  die  —  He  had  only  a  crown  given 
him  by  my  Mistress  —  At  Dymerchion  church 
the  texts  on  the  walls  are  in  Welsh. 

Wednesday ^  Aug.  8. — ^We  went  in  the  coach  to 
Holywell  —  Talk  with  mistress  about  flattery  * 

—  Holywell  is  a  market  town,  neither  very 
small  nor  mean  —  The  spring  called  Winifred  s 
Well  is  very  clear,  and  so  copious,  that  it  yields 
one  hundred  tuns  of  water  in  a  minute  —  It  is 
all  at  once  a  very  great  stream,  which,  within 
perhaps  thirty  yards  of  its  irruption,  turns  a 
mill,  and  in  a  course  of  two  miles,  eighteen 
mills  more  —  In  descent,  it  is  very  cjuick  —  It 
then  falls  into  the  sea — The  well  is  covered 
by  a  lofty  circular  arch,  supported  by  pillars ; 
and  over  this  arch  is  an  old  chapel,  now  a 
school  —  The  chancel  is  separated  by  a  wall 

—  The  bath  is  completely  and  indecently  open 

—  A  woman  bathed  while  we  all  looked  on  — 
In  the  church,  which  makes  a  pood  appearance, 
and  is  surrounded  by  galleries  to  receive  a 
numerous  conCTCgation,  we  were  present  while 
a  child  was  christened  in  Welsh — We  went 
down  by  the  stream  to  see  a  prospect,  in  which 
I  hail  no  part  —  We  then  saw  a  brass  work, 
where  the  lapis  calaminaris  is  gathered,  broken, 
washc<l  from  the  earth  and  the  lead,  though 
how  the  lead  was  separated  I  did  not  see ; 
then  calcined,  afterwards  ground  fine,  and  then 
mixed  by  fire  with  copper  —  We  saw  several 
strong  fires  with  melting  pots,  but  the  con- 
struction of  the  fireplaces  I  did  not  learn  — 
At  a  copper-work,  which  receives  its  pigs  of 
copper,  I  think,  from  Warrington,  we  saw  a 
plate  of  copper  put  hot  between  steel  rollers, 
and  spread  thin;  I  know  not  whether  the 
upper  roller  was  set  to  a  certain  distance, 
as  I  suppose,  or  acted  only  by  its  weight  — 
At  an  iron-work  1  saw  round  bars  formed  by 


I  *«  He  mM  that  I  (Uttered  the  people  to  whoee  hnuies  wc 
vent :  I  was  raucj.  and  uid  I  wai  obliged  to  be  ciril  for  ttro 
.iDMnlog  hlDMcir  and  roe.  He  replied,  nobody  would 
Ihaok  me  for  complimentt  they  did  not  understand.  At 
Gwantynot  (Mr.  Bfiddlrton'*),  howerer.  ke  was  flattered, 
and  was  bappy  of  coane."  —  Pioai  MS.  —  Cboku. 

«  "  So  '•  or  ••  UttU  "  U  here  proliably  omitted.  —  Ctoua. 


a  notched  hammer  and  anvil  —  There  I  saw  a 
bar  of  about  half  an  inch  or  more  square, 
cut  with  shears  worked  by  water,  and  then 
beaten  hot  into  a  thinner  bar  —  The  hammers, 
all  worked,  as  they  were,  by  water,  acting 
upon  small  bodies,  moved  very  quick,  as  quick 
as  by  the  hand  —  I  then  saw  wire  drawn, 
and  gave  a  shilling  —  I  have  enlarged  my 
notions,  though,  not  being  able  to  see  the 
movements,  and  having  not  time  to  peep 
closely,  I  know  less  than  I  might  —  I  was 
less  weary,  and  had  better  breath,  as  I  walked 
farther. 

Thursday y  Au^.  4.  —  Rhudlan  Castle  is  still 
a  very  noble  rum ;  all  the  walls  still  remain, 
so  that  a  complete  platform,  and  elevations, 
not  very  imperfect,  may  be  taken  —  It  encloses 
a  square  of  about  thirty  yw^s  —  The  middle 
space  was  always  open  —  The  wall  is,  I  believe, 
about  thirty  feet  high,  very  thick,  flanked  with 
six  round  towers,  each  about  eighteen  feet,  or 
less,  in  diameter  —  Only  one  tower  had  a 
chimney,  so  that  there  was"  commodity  of 
living  —  It  was  only  a  place  of  strength  — 
The  garrison  had,  perhaps,  tents  in  the  area. 
—  Stapylton's  house  is  pretty ' ;  there  are 
pleasing  shades  about  it,  with  a  constant  spring 
that  supplies  a  cold  bath  —  We  then  went  to 
see  a  cascade  —  I  trudged  unwillingly,  and  was 
not  sorry  to  find  it  dry  *  —  The  water  was, 
however,  turned  on,  and  produced  a  very 
striking  cataract  —  They  are  paid  a  hundred 
pounds  a  year  for  permission  to  divert  the 
stream  to  the  mines  —  The  river,  for  such  it 
may  be  termed,  rises  from  a  single  spring, 
which,  like  that  of  Winifred's,  is  coverea  wi3i 
a  building —  We  called  then  at  another  house 
belonging  to  Mr.  Lloyd,  which  made  a  hand- 
some appearance — This  country  seems  full  of 
very  splendid  houses  —  Mrs.  Thrale  lost  her 
purse  —  She  expressed  so  much  uneasiness, 
that  I  concluded  the  sum  to  be  very  great ;  but 
when  I  heard  of  only  seven  guineas,  I  was 
glad  to  find  that  she  had  so  much  sensibility  of 
money.  —  I  could  not  drink  this  day  either 
coffee  or  tea  after  dinner —  I  know  not  when  I 
missed  before. 

Friday^  Aug.  5.  —  Last  night  my  sleep  was 
remarkably  quiet  —  I  know  not  whether  by 
fatigue  in  walKing,  or  by  forbearance  of  tea.  I 
gave  [up]  the  ipecacuanha  —  Fin.  emet  had 
faileil;  so  had  tartar  emet.  I  dined  at  Mr. 
Myddleton's,  of  Gwaynynog  —  The  house  was 
a  gentleman's  house,  below  the  second  rate, 
perhaps  below  the  third,  built  of  stone  roughly 
cut — The  rooms  were  low,  and  the  passage 
above  stairs  gloomy,  but  the  furniture  was 
good  —  The  table  was  well  supplied,  except 


»  Bodryddan  (pronounced,  writct  Mr*.  Pioiil.  Potrotkan)^ 
formerly  the  recldeoce  of  the  Stapyltont,  the  pareott  of  Ave 

rardj  La 


Lady  Ralut- 


co-heireue«,  of  whom  Mrt.  Cotton,  aflerwi 
bury  Cotton,  was  one.  —  DirppA. 

*  **  He  teased  Mrs.  Cotton  about  her  dry  cascade  till  the 
«ra«  ready  to  cry. "  —  Pioni  MS.  —  Cbokbb. 
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ihnt  the  fnilt  waa  bad  —  It  was  truly  the 
<iinner  of  ii  cnunlry  gc-titlotnun  *  —  Two  tables 
wrre  filUnl  with  conipHny,  not  inelegant  — 
After  dinner,  the  talk  yriis  of  preserving  the 
Webb  Uui^uiij^e  —  I  oflured  tbem  a  Bcheme  — 
PrK>r  Evan  Evaui  wius  nicntiuned  us  tneorn^ibly 
addit.te<l  la  strontr  drink  —  Worthingtcio  wo* 
coniniemksl  -  —  Myddleton  is  the  only  man 
who,  in  Wales,  ba*  talked  to  me  of  literature 

—  I  wish  lie  were  truly  zeidous  —  I  reconi* 
mended  tht*  rcpuljlioation  of  David  ap  Rhees  s 
Welsh  Gninimar  —  Two  sheets  of  Hebrides 
eAniti  to  me  lor  correction  to- day t  F^  G.^ 

Saturday,  Aug.  6.  —  Kati[ifpm(S\  C{)[atTriK{t\. 

—  I  correeted  the  two  sheets  —  Mv  sleep  last 
night  was  diaturbe<l — ^  Washing  at  Chester  and 
here,  5«,  id,  —  I  did  not  read  —  I  saw  to-day 
more  of  the  outhouses  at  Lleweney  —  It  ia,  in 
the  whole,  a  very  spacious  bouse. 

Sunday^  Aug,  7,  —  I  was  at  church  at 
Bodfmri.  There  wua  a  serviee  used  for  a  sick 
wuuian,  not  eanouicallVi  but  such  m  I  have 
beard,  I  think,  fonuerly  at  Lichfield,  taken 
out  of  the  visitation.  —  K«i0.  iitTfytmr,  —  The 
church  \&  mean,  but  huB  a  square  tower  for  the 
bells,  rafJier  too  stately  for  the  ehureh. 

Observations.  —  Dixit  injustu^^  Ps,  36,»  has 
no  relation  to  the  English*  —  Preaerve  ujty 
Xord*,  has  the  name  of  Robert  Wisedome, 
1(513.  Barker*s  Bible  —  Battologiam  ab  itera- 
tiow,  recte  dlstingiiit  Erasmus.  Mod.  Orandi 
Detim^  p.  56.  144.*' — Southweirs  Thoughts  of 
his  own  deoth  "^  —  Baudius  on  Erasmuf*.^ 

Afomhy,  Aug,  8.  —  The  bishop   and  much 


"  "'  '^  pi  onihlt 
ut  wouM 
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1  that  he 
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I    V'tL. 

(irint^r't  cisnaturet,  by  which  It  nppcNiri 
iin»  niiu'  tivp  fthcel)  boii  «lrfaJy  been  (irliUctl,  ~ 
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*  In  olhiitoii  to  our  Rkvlotir'*  cenMtre  of  vain  rvtM'itlUnn  In 
lawyer  \,haUt/totitA^ltjaiL  rLT^>4    Enimitt,  la  Uto  |M«a«ca 


company  dined  at  Lleweney^  —  TaUt  of  Greek, 
and  of  tlbe  array —  The  Duke  of  IVIjirll.on  iii2:li'« 
offieera  useless  '"  —  Read  Phoc}  \  i  in- 1 

gubhed  the  paragraphs  — I  locjk.  mil 

an  unpteariant  book  of  mere  hints  —  **  Licbiield  1 
tichool  ten  pounds,  and  five  puundi  froiu  thei' 
hospital."  *« 

Wednesday i  Aug.  10. — At  Llojd'f«  ofBXaes- 
mynnan;  a  good  bouie,  and  a  very  Large 
walled  garden  —  I  read  VVindus's  Recount  ul* 
hta  Journey  to  Mcquineitt  and  of  Stewart's  | 
Embasgy  '^  —  I  had  rend  in  the  morning  Wasse*«  | 
Greek  Trochaica  to  Bentley :  th».»y  apjjeaf<.Hl' 
inelegant,  and  made  with  difficulty  —  llie 
Latin  elegy  eontains  only  coramon-plflce,  hastily 
expressed,  so  far  as  I  have  read,  for  it  it*  long  I 

—  They  seem  to  be  the  verses  of  a  scholar,  i 
who  has  no  practice  of  writing  ^-  The  Greek 
I  did  not  always  fully  understand  —  I  ain  in 
doubt  about  the  sixth  and  la^it  parngraphs; 
perbupB  they  arc  not  printed  right,  for  n'rwrm^ 

tterhapis    (vfrrnxor.   n  J*  —  The   following    dayv 
11  th,  P2th,  and  IStb],  I  read  here  and  there 

—  The  Bihliotheca  Literaria  was  *o  little  sup- 
plied with  papers  that  could  interest  curiojity, 
that  it  could  not  hope  for  long  contintianee'* — 
AV'osfie  ^*,  the  chiet  contributor,  was  an  nn- 
poliflhed  ijeholar,  who,  with  much  literature, 
had  no  art  or  elegance  of  dicttoa,  at  loust  in 
English. 

Sunday,  Attg.  14.  —  At  Bod&ti  I  heard  thoj 
sticond  le«*9on  read,  and  the  sermon  tirraehcd 
in  Welsh.     The  text  was  pronouncCMi  botlt  in 
Welsh  and  English  —  The  sound  of  the  Welidi, 


Utaiu,     iLi  u\'i  M.in<"i>t,  M  i'i.iin-4-iii.ii  III  .jmmj.u  |*ucaia;<-^ 

"  Bfforf  rny  fnrr  ftir  rlr*rirr  him^, 
T'        ■  ■  1  niltid 

Of  T'ltngi 

'!  I: 

Bijl,  V-.  •■'"•  '  k'j I-'-  ■ 

Du  thuilfc  ihcroii  ihxi  1  miut  iU%**  fic 

Robfrt  Southwr-n  was  nn  Kn([lliih  .1^--  -  -  ' 
tnrtiin*U,  Aiid  flnally.  )o  tVh,  \im, 
day  cKfCtJU-J.  frit  tpachlns  Uie  T; 

KhitLitiiI.  ^  < 'TiitJk  1.  i; 


itte  our  itay  Mt  thic  iiliirv,  oaeilA}'  at  innni>r.  1  fn*«Rt 

-   Mr.  Johirtton  pHrtictiiarty  «rl(h  a  mth  nf  ir«ry  tdiitis 

\><w.    ••  Arv  aot  tlier  C'lii«rmln»c  ?*'  lattl  I  lo  blm  wliiiv  h» 

wu  oating  thetn.      •' r»Tlmp»."  he  A«»»x«rtxi,  "  tHejr  mriM 

toe   W  —  to  A  pir,"— /»#oi%i   ,V,V-  —  C>rtKt# 

lo  BUhop8bi|iley  l-.v  -' -     '      ■ 

CiiinbvrlMud.and  pro)' 

«mno  kn«cdo««  ootk-> 

wtikh  JohDion  «"*.  I.  '  .,,. 

borough'f  offir>  ' 

duksMw  aitd  'i 

pruiamed,  inni 

"   Thr  till*  of  f  ii'j  j'<'>  ![j  i»  RciiiiiA  $tySi4iX*t,  —  l>i;«>|>dk. 

»«  An  pxtThct  from  L«Uud't  Tilnrrarr,  publuhnl  bf 
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in  a  cotitiiiued  diacotirse,  is  not  unpleasant  — 
BpuiftgA>iyti  —  K»fi,  (1. 1^} — The  letter  of  Cliry- 
tostnm,  Afiauist  tmnstibatanlJatiftu  —  Eniainua 
to    the    Kqns,    full    of   mystic    notions   And 

Monday^  Au^,  1 5  —  K<$».  —  Imb«clllitas 
gpnunm  non  «tnc  nliquttntulo  doloris  inter 
ttxubiiltuiduin,  qutftu  a  prundia  ujagi:^  sensi." 

[On  this  day  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Levett,] 

JOHNSON  TO  LEVETT 

•♦  LIcwetlry.  la  nenblghililrr.  Aug,  10.  1^4, 
IHak.  Sin,  —  Mr.    Thrale's  affairs   have  kept 
>w,r..    ,   ,tr..i»  witde,  nor  do  1    know   exactly 

-  liencVf      t  have  M?nt  you  a  bill 

—  I  have  made  nothing  of  the 
itcwduhii,  tiui  iiitvc  ukt!n  abundance  af  pUk,  «nd 

Ihut  ll>4?y  have  diiiu*  iti«  goo<tl, 

>  far  Ks  I  have  yfl  »etf»i  of  it,  U  a  ve?y 

rich  country,  all  envUi«ccl  Jtud  planted. 

f,^..   .^  i,'iX  ,%  nu'iin  town,        Maktf  my  cnrnpli- 

to  all  rny  friviuK  ond  tell    Frank  1   hope  he 

niy  advice.     Whtn  hi*  money  U  out  let 

D  hvtz  more.      I  Am.  Sir,  your  humble  scrvaot» 

•*Sam.  Joiimsok." 

Thuradaif,  Aug.  18. —  We    left    Lleweney» 

^rwards  on  onr  jonmcj — We  Cftnie 

,  a  mean  truvn,  in  which  litth^  but 

iml  divine  service  is  seldom 

—  Our  vray  ibeo  Juy  to 

I  of  ii  mountain,  called 

■j:i  —  Jleri:  the  way  wits  so  steep, 
'd  on  tlio  lower  e<lgc  of  tin?  Iiiil» 
I  t,h«?  C0H4.di,  thftt  w».'nt  ujKin  a  mad 
■  »n  the  hill  —  Our  walk  was  not  long, 
l«n«ant :  the  longer  I  w»dk,  the  less  I 
Inconvenience  —  A3  I  grow  war ni,  my 
tiifntb,  AJi*l    (    think  my  limbs  grow 

^"">  to  Conway  ferry,  and  pji3S«M 

\\  mime  paflsenvcrs  frotn  the 

v'  whom  were  an  Irish  pvntle- 

wo  moid*,  iind  three  little  children, 

v<"in^e.'*t  was  onlv  a  few  rnoiitliH 

\  not  serve  t&e  large  ferry- 

•  our  eomdi  could  not  very 

follww  ui  —  We  were^  therefore,  to  stay 

Inn.     It  ia  now  ihe  dav  of  the  race  at 

,.,upany. 

)ii!-'i  ^>  im  rii-i  dinner. 
Conway  if  we  couM 

if     Wvr  tvi-  IV. 'fi"  iilViiid 

Mir 


ffif  aafaMtt  4««Mr—  Ctoaaa 

•if  Ihp  Vn«>^,  not  «tthaii$  ■nm«t  pain  (n 
I   IWl  lnfrc«j|«d    *n«r   (  hat*  dlm^-"  — 


delay  of  our  coach  tnnde  our  departure  nee«»' 
larily  Inte,  Then*  waM,  liowt»ver,  m\  stay  on 
any  other  terint  thnii  of  sitting  up  till  night. 
The  poor  Irish  lady  was  still  more  distressed 
— Her  ehilflren  wanted  rest—  She  would  have 
been  content  with  one  \m\  bul^  for  u  time, 
none  could  be  had  —  Mns.  Tbrale  gave  her 
what  help  she  could  —  At  lust  two  gentlemen 
were  perauAded  to  yield  up  their  nwnn,  with 
two  beds,  for  which  she  gave  half  ft  jguinra- 

Our  coai'h  wris  at  lust  brought,  and  wc  set 
out  with  sotoe  nnJii«>iT,  but  we  eiwne  Uy  Pcn- 
maen  Mawr  by  dayfight ;  antl  found  a  way, 
lately  made,  very  eawy,  wnd  wnry  safe  '  —  Jt 
was  cut  j»ni*M>tl«,  anri  •  i..hv-.>,i  Li.*,v,-,.Ti  r,xr.n,.i 
walls ;  the  outer  of  m 
from  the  precipice,  ^v  I  ^ 

—  This  wall  is  here  and  there  broken  by  mis- 
chievous wantonness — The  inner  wall  prc*er\'e8 
the  road  trom  the  loose  stone«i,  which  the^thnt- 
teref.l  .fteep  above  it  would  pour  down  * — That 
side  of  (be  mountain  sccmg  to  have  a  surface 
of  loose  stones,  which  every  aetidctit  may 
crumble  —  The  old  road  was  hieher.  and  must 
have  been  \>t^ry  fbrmi<lable  -^  llie  sea  benUi 
ftt  the  bottom  of  the  way. 

At  evening  the  raoon  shone  eminently  bright, 
jMid  otiT  tlit>ugbtB  of  danger  li«'!n  r  .mu-  fia^t, 
the  rest  of  oui*  juiiruey  whs  ver  At 

an  hour  aonurwhat   lato  we  ciii  gor, 

where  we  found  a  very  mean  inn,  and  had 
ftome  difllcuUy  to  obtain  IiMljiiiig  —  I  lay  in  4i 
room*  where  ine  other  bed  had  two  men. 

Friday^  Aft^  IW  —  We  obtained  lioal*  \iy 
convey  UN  f  i  <    suul  wiw  Lor<l  Bulkeley'« 

house,  ami  C^wnle. —  1  wns  OiXOMed 

lny  Mr.  Lloy.i,  uw  ^hoolnuister  of  lit'aumariH, 
wTio  hnd  seen  me  at  L'niverriily  College  ;  and 
he,  with  Mr.  Uoin'rl*,  the  rugtater  of  TliUignr, 
whr»s«!  boat  we  borrowed,  accouipanied  u*. 
J.ni-.i  Ui,IL  i.iii 'k  I,.>jiw,j.  >  is  very  mean,  but  hia 
t  shady,  with  large  tree* 
:t;  ^    I  ?ed   —  The   walks    ore 

stniight,  imd  rroe*  ench  other,  with  no  vjirietr 
of  plan  ;  but  they  !tav»'  a  [ilesiaing  eoolneMs  arui 
sniemn  gloom,  and  eiitcnd  to  a  great  length. 
TTie  coittle  is  a  mighty  pile  ;  the  outward  wall 
hnx  fjllteiTi  round  tower;:!,  U'Kidoa  unuare  toweni 
at  the  anpflo?«  —  There  is  then  a  void  v^mcc.  bo- 
{  ■      A,dl  imd  til.  '        *      '  ' 

•  ih  a  wrtll, 

l;ir;^\  I      iii.iii     those    O)      ini;    iMiii   i      >\  ah     —      i  ij<; 

towers  of  the  inner  eostlo  are,  1  thinks  eight — 

There   is   bk-^M. i   ^h.-.-.^^    ....Mr.,     i.n.lr    un,.r.  ..,n 

oieh,  as  I  M 
a  stone  ro  ^ 

Mrki.rtj  r..l     t.iit    •in  tr^' '  >i"ir.r  knt   .txfvnrA InilKt^A    t\nrtr  H^  %\\^^^ 


pnrti    IjJ  .iri:h'  »       * 

I  111  It,  lr«vol)«r« 


'iich 


1*  III  wo,  •»»  I   ij«^«i   rr«-n.  itiiil 
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ctitrance  into  the  cbupel  is  about  eight  or  nine 
feel  high,  and  wm<,  1  guppost',  higher,  when 
there  wua  no  rubbish  in  the  area  —  This  castle 
correspiir(d»  with  all  the  representations  of 
ronumclriy;  narrativea.  —  Here  h  not  wanting 
the  private  pjissage,  tJie  durk  cavity,  the  d*;ep 
dungtron,  or  the  lotYv  tower — We  did  not  tlis- 
cover  the  well — "fbi?  is  tlic  roost  complete 
view  ihftt  I  have  yet  had  of  an  old  castle  — -It 
liad  a  moat  —  The  towers  —  We  went  to 
Hangor. 

StiUtrday^  Aug.  20.  —  We  went  by  water 
from  Baujror  to  Cuernarvon,  where  we  met 
Piioli  and  ^ir  Thcuuaa  Wynne  '  —  Meeting  by 
chjinee  with  one  Troughton ",  an  iiitellii:ent 
Rnd  lonuticjous  wanderer,  Mr.  Thrale  invited 
him  tu  dinner  — He  attended  U5  to  the  cjiatle,  an 
(niifiee  uf  stupendous  magnitude  and  strength  ; 
it  has  in  it  all  that  we  observed  at  Beaumaris, 
and  mueh  preuter  dimensions :  many  of  the 
smaller  ro^mis  lloored  with  stone  are  entire  ;  of 
the  larger  rooms,  the  beums  and  plauks  are  all 
left :  this  is  the  state  of  all  bitUilinga  left  to 
time  —  We  mounted  the  eagle  tower  by  erne 
htui(b-cd  and  sixty-nine  steps,  eaeh  of  ten  indies 
—  We  did  not  find  the  well;  nor  <)id  1  trace 
the  moat ;  but  moats  there  were*  1  believe,  to 
all  eastles  on  the  plain,  which  not  only  hindered 
access,  but  prevented  mines  —  We  saw  but  a 
very  small  part  of  this  mighty  ruin,  and  m  all 
these  old  buildingg,  the  subterraneous  works 
are  concealed  by  the  rubbish  —  To  survey  this 
place  would  take  mueh  time :  1  did  not  think 
thejHi  h»d  been  such  buildings;  it  surpassed 
my  ideas. 

Sunday^  Aug.  21.  —  [At  Caernarvon].  — 
We  were  at  church ;  the  service  in  the  town  is 
ulw^ya  En^'lish  ;  at  the  parL4i-ehurch  at  a  small 
distance,  id  ways  Welsh — The  town  bus  by 
de^ees,  I  suppose,  been  brouirht  nearer  to  (he 
Bca-side  —  We  received  an  invitation  to  Dr. 
WorfJiingtjon — Wo  then  went  to  dinner  at 
Sir  Thomas  Wynne's  —  the  dinner  mean. 
Sir  Thomas  civil,  his  lady  nothing  ^  —  Paoli 
civil  — We  supped  wifh  ("olonol  Wynne's  lady, 
who  lives  in  orte  of  the  t^iwers  of  the  ca*tle  — 
I  have  not  been  very  well. 

Mowtny,  Aug.  '22.  —  We  went  to  Tisit 
Bodvilh;  *,  the  place  where  Mrs.  Thrale  was 
borji,  and  the  churches  called  Tydweilliog  and 
LlangwinodyL,  which  she  holds  by  impropria- 


*  sir  Thuiniij  Wtuni",  rteatrtl  I^ord  Newborough,  1T7S: 

'  "  t.lt'Utf>MarM  Tr'Hiifltton  I  dif  rentllirl  ;   ' 
IntelllirriU  ho  Wiis,      Itr-  viotf  a  iinlfntrn.  .ti> 

riiiiii..,  (i.  .1  u:.iu  ,j  -.'.AT  "  -  Pt.,.j  ^ts.    II- 

that  rniik  :  li>  u  ,.«.  ..n 
ip  when  he  met  Dr. 
cvfu  »o  Inlp  11*  thU, 
MTf  i\.,-\\    uui'Mriii   in  th)>  ordlnarjr  c»ur>e 


lion  —  We  had  an  invitation  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  GrilBths  of  Bryn  o  dol,  where  we  found  a 
small  neat  new-buUt  house,  with  5n'  ms: 

the  walU  are  of  unhewn  stone,  ;  ►re 

thick;  for  the  stones  not  fitting wii^.  „..._.. ii^isi, 
arc  not  strong  without  great  thickinsss  —  He 
had  j>lanteil  a  great  deal  of  youijjf  wood  in 
walks  —  Fruit  trees  do  not  thrive ;  but  having 
grown  a  few  years,  reach  some  horrcn  strnttim 
and  wither  — We  found  Mr.Grilfiiha  not  Mt 
home ;  but  the  provisions  were  good. 

Tuesday^  Aug.  23.  —  Mr.  Griffiths  rmne 
home  the  next  dav  —  He  married  »  hv\y  who 
has  a  house  ana  estate  at  [Llanver],  over 
against  Anglosea,  and  near  Caernarvon,  where 
she  is  more  disposefl,  at  it  sei'  '  ife,  tUaa 
at  Bryn   o  dol  —  I  read   I  "unt  of 

Mono,  which  he  proves  to  i^  ....„^.  ca — Ui 
our  way  to  Bryn  o  dol,  we  saw  at  Llanerk  a 
church  built  crosswise,  very  8p;4ciou*  oiiil 
magnificent  for  this  country — We  crudd  not 
see  the  parson,  and  cotdd  get  no  intelbj^mcfi 
about  it, 

Wednesday^  Av^.  %^. — Wc  went  to  «ec 
Bodville — Mjt!.  Thmlc  remember  Tia, 

and  wandered  over  them,  with  r  .  of 

her  childhood  —  This  species  ol  plca^uiv  ia 
always  melancholy  —  The  walk  was  cut  down^ 
and  the  pond  was  dry^ — -Nothiiij  ^    'Ti  r, 

We  surveyed  the  churches,  wb«  la, 

and  neglected  to  a  degree  sciirccl*  ..lu.- ...aide 
—  They  have  no  pavement,  and  (he  earth  is 
full  of  holes  —  The  seats  are  rude  Wnche»; 
the  altars  have  no  mils  • —  One  of  them  hai^  % 
breach  in  the  roof —  On  the  de^k,  1  thiiik, 
each  lay  a  folio  Welsh  Bible  of  the  bl."n:k 
which  the  curate  cannot  easily  read 
Thrale  puqioees  to  beautify  the  churches,  and, 
if  he  proKners,  will  probvdjly  r»'«f<in?  rlie 
tithe.s  *  —  Tne  two  pariithes  are,   T  .  ijl 

and   Tydweilliog  —  The  metho<]i  irf 

very  prevalent  —  A  better  church  >\iii 
the    people   with   more  reverence   ol 
worship — Mrs.  Thrale  visited  a  hoiiM-  wijcrni 
she  had  been  used  to  drink  milk,  which  wius 

lef't^  with  an  estate  of  two  hun«l''"'  ■•■' rN  » 

year,  by  one  Lloyd,  to  a  marrir  i  bo 

lived  with  him  —  We  went  to  P^ 

old  town,  at  the  extremity  of  tl 

Here  we  bought  somethiivg  to  r- 

place. 


i 


»  1 


•  Til 


Prrrlvnl,  ilAiiphlor  of  rh*i  ai^rriitil  Vht\  of 


thtns.  and  cvpn  thAt  htA  ihlrng  U  •r>oltc<|.*  *' 

h:iUh    111    I'li-r    tell   lh.it    /niiClicr  unt  rit.ili-'  l«i  r..(. 


H    tlutt    Mr,  Thrnln- 

.,..-i,.  ...._  i jj  In  \Mft  oim  purUI 

Oirvv  iiMiurifi*,  j^a  ih«  ottter  rofiy-fivn 


And  It  li  I 
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Thursday^  Aug,  25.  —  We  returned  to 
Caernarvon,  where  we  eat  with  Mrs.  Wynne. 

Friday,  Avg.  26.— We  visited,  with  Mrs. 
Wynne  ,  Llyn  Badam  and  Llprn  Beris,  two 
lakes,  joined  by  a  narrow  strait  —  They  are 
formed  by  the  waters  which  fall  from  Snowdon, 
and  the  opposite  mountains — On  the  side  of 
Snowdon  are  the  remains  of  a  large  fort,  to 
which  we  climbed  with  great  labour — I  was 
breathless  and  harassed — The  lakes  have  no 
great  breadth,  so  that  the  boat  is  always  near 
one  bank  or  the  other — iVote.  Queeny'a^  goats, 
one  hundred  and  forty -nine,  I  think. 

Saturday,  Attg.27. — We  returned  to  Bangor, 
where  Mr.  Thrale  was  lodged  at  Mr.  Bobexts^s, 
the  raster. 

Swiday,  Aug.  28.  ~  We  went  to  worship  at 
the  cathedral — The  choir  is  mean ;  the  service 
was  not  well  read. 

Monday,  Aug.  29. — We  came  to  Mr.  Myddle- 
ton*s,  of  Gwaynynog,  to  the  first  place,  as  my 
Mistress  observed,  where  we  have  been  wel- 
come.* 

Note. — On  the  day  when  we  visited  Bodville, 
we  turned  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  of 
KefnamwvcUh,  a  gentleman  of  large  fortune, 
remarkable  for  having  made  great  and  sudden 
improvements  in  his  seat  and  estate  —  he  has 
enclosed  a  large  garden  with  a  brick  wall  — 
He  is  considered  as  a  mxm  of  ^cat  accom- 
plishments—  He  was  educated  in  literature 
at  the  university,  and  served  some  time  in 
the  army,  then  quitted  his  commission,  and  re- 
tired to  his  lands.  He  is  accounted  a  ffood 
man,  and  endeavours  to  bring  the  people  to 
church. 

In  our  way  from  Bangor  to  Conway,  we 
passed  again  the  new  ro^  upon  the  edge  of 
Penmaen  Mawr,  which  would  be  y^rj  tre- 
mendous, but  that  the  wall  shuts  out  the  idea 
of  danger  —  In  the  wall  are  several  breaches, 
made,  as  Mr.  Thrale  very  reasonably  con- 
jecture  by  fragments  of  rocks  which  roll 


>  At  we  were  rowing  oa  the  lake,  Mri.  Glynn  Wynne,  wib 
of  Lord  Newburgh'a  brother,  who  accompanied  Ui,  sang 
Welth  aonRt  to  the  harp.  —  Piuxxi  MS,  —  CaoKBt. 

>  Mr.  Thrale  was  near-sighted,  and  could  not  see  the 
goat*  browvtng  on  Snowdon,  and  he  promited  his  daughter, 
who  waa  a  child  of  ten  years  old,  a  ponnv  for  every  goat  she  | 
would  show  him.  and  Ur.  Johnson  kept  the  account ;  so  that  | 
it  appears  her  father  was  in  debt  to  her  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  pence.     Qtuenjf  was  an  epithet,  which   had  Its  I 
origin  in  the  nursery,  by  which  [in  allusion  to  Qu^m  Either] 
Miss  Thrale   (whose  name  was  Esther)  was  always  dis- 
tinguished by  Johnson.  —  DurPA. 

3  "  It  ts  rery  likely  I  did  say  so.  Mr  relations  were  not 
quite  as  forward  as  I  thought  they  might  hare  t>een  to  wel- 
oome  a  long  distant  kinswoman.  The  Myddeltons  were 
more  cordial.  The  old  colonel  bad  been  a  fellow  colle- 
^aa  with  Mr.  Thrale  and  Lord  Sandys  of  Ombersley."  — 
Ficacxi  MS Cbokbk. 

*  However  this  may  have  been,  he  was  both  happy  and 
asBosed,  during  his  sUy  at  Gwarnynog,  and  Mr.  Myddelton 
was  iattered  1^  the  bonur  of  his  visiL  To  perpetuate  the 
norflectioo  of  it,  he  (to  use  Mr.  Boswell's  words)  erected  an 
■ni  on  the  banks  of  the  rivulet.  In  the  park,  where  Johnson 
driigbted  to  stand  and  recite  verses  ;  on  which  is  this  inscrip.  j 
tion:  — "This  spot  was  oOen  dignified  br  the  presence  of  ' 
SsMzn.  JoHNaoN,  LL.D.,  whose  Moral  Writings,  exactly 
eonlormable  to  the  Prece^  of  ChrlstianitT,  gave  ardour  to 
VIrtae,  and  conftdence  to  Truth."  In  1777,  it  would  appear 
froM  a  tetter  by  Jobnaoa  to  Mrs  Thrale,  that  he  was  in- 
inraed  that  Mr.  Myddelton  meditated  this  honour,  which 


down  the  mountain,  broken  perhaps  by  frost, 
or  worn  through  by  rain.  We  then  viewed 
Conway  —  To  spare  the  horses  at  Penmaen 
Rhdfl,  between  Conway  and  St  Asaph,  we  sent 
the  coach  over  the  road  across  the  mountain 
with  Mrs.  Thrale,  who  had  been  tired  with  a 
walk  some  time  before ;  and  I,  with  Mr.  Thrale 
and  Miss,  walked  along  the  edge,  where  the 

Eath  is  very  narrow,  and  much  encumbered  by 
ttle  loose  stones,  which  had  fallen  down,  as 
we  thought,  upon  the  way  since  we  passed  it 
before.  At  Conway  we  took  a  short  survey  of 
the  castle,  which  afforded  us  nothing  new  —  It 
is  larger  than  that  of  Beaumaris,  and  less  than 
that  of  Caernarvon  —  It  is  built  upon  a  rock 
so  high  and  steep,  that  it  is  even  now  very 
difficult  of  access  —  We  found  a  round  pit, 
which  was  called  the  Well ;  it  is  now  almost 
filled,  and  therefore  dry — We  found  the  Well 
in  no  other  castle — There  are  some  remains 
of  leaden  pipes  at  Caernarvon,  which,  I  suppose, 
only  conveyed  water  from  one  (^rt  of  the 
building  to  another — Had  the  garrison  had  no 
other  supply,  the  Welsh,  who  must  know  where 
the  pipes  were  laid,  could  easily  have  cut  them. 
We  come  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Myddelton  (on 
Monday),  where  we  staid  to  September  6.,  and 
were  very  kindly  entertained  —  How  we  spent 
our  time,  I  am  not  very  able  to  tell* — We 
saw  the  wood,  which  is  diversified  and  romantic. 
Sunday,  Hept.  4.  — We  dined  with  Mr.  Myd- 
delton, the  clergyman,  at  Denbigh,  where  I 
saw  the  harvest  men  very  decently  dressed, 
af^er  the  aflemoon  service,  standing  to  be 
hired  —  On  other  days,  they  stand  at  about 
four  in  the  morning — they  are  hired  firom  day 
to  day. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  6.  —  We  lay  at  Wrexham  ;  a 
busy,  extensive,  and  well-built  town  —  it  has 
a  very  lar^e  and  magnificent  church.  It  has  a 
famous  fair.^ 

Wednesday,  Sept.  7.  —  We  came  to  Chirk 
Castle. 


seemed  to  be  but  little  to  his  taste:  — "Mr.  Myddeltnn's 
erection  of  an  urn  looks  like  an  intention  to  bury  me  alive : 
I  would  as  willingly  see  my  friend,  however  benevolent  and 
hospiUble,  quietly  inumed.  Let  him  think,  for  the  present, 
of  some  more  acceptable  memorial."  —  Duppa. 

*  It  was  probably  on  the  6th  Sept.,  in  the  way  f^om  Wrex- 
ham to  Chirk,  that  they  passed  through  Kuahon,  where  the 
following  occurrence  took  place:  —  "A  Welch  parson  of 
mean  abilities,  though  a  good  heart,  struck  with  reverence  I 
at  the  sight  of  Dr.  Johnson,  whom  he  had  heard  of  as  the 
greatest  man  living,  could  not  find  any  words  to  answer  his 
inquiries  concerning  a  motto  round  somebody's  arms  which 
adorned  a  tombstone  in  Ruabon  churchyard.  If  I  remember 
right,  the  words  were, 

'  Heb  Dw,  Heb  Dym, 
Dw  o'  diggon.'  * 

And  though  of  no  very  dlfBcuH  construction,  the  gentleman 
seemed  wholly  confounded,  and  unable  to  explain  them  ;  till 
Mr.  Johnson,  having  picked  out  the  meaning  by  little  and 
little,  said  to  the  man.  *  Hrb  is  a  preposition.  1  believe,  Sir,  Is 
it  not  ? '  My  countryman,  recovering  some  spirits  upon  the 
sudden  question,  cried  out, '  So  I  humbly  presume,  Sir,'  very 
comically."  — PwnTs  AmecdoUs.  —  CaoKSa. 


•  The  Myddelton  motto,  meaning.  Without  God,  without 
all  I    God  is  all-suflicieat  I .  PiaoT  MS.  —  r 
BB  4 


■  CaoKia. 
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Thxirfttffn/,  Sept  8  —  We  caroe  to  the  home 
of  Dv,  Worthbgton  *,  at  Llanrhnioflr*  —  Our 
ent^rtainineiit  wits  poor,  llion;;h  hif  house  was 
not  h\v\.  The  situation  ia  very  pl(;a5antf  by 
the  side  of  a  $mn.\\  river,  of  which  the  bank 
rises  high  on  the  other  mU.\  shaded  by  gradual 
rows  of  tJViiiS  —  11»e  ^loom,  the  stream,  and  the 
ailcufe,  generate  thotight fulness.  Hie  town  is 
old,  and  xvry  mean,  but  has,  I  think,  a  market 
—  In  tliiH  IiousCt  the  Welsh  translation  of  the 
( )ld  TestJiment  was  made  —  The  Welsh  singing 
nsaltiiB  were  written  by  Arehdeacon  Price  — 
riiey  an»  not  eonaidered  as  elegant,  but  as  very 
literal,  and  accurate — We  came  to  Llanrhaia'lr 
through  Onwestry ;  a  towTj  not  very  little^  nor 
very  mean  —  the  church,  which  I  saw  cmly  at 
a  distance,  seems  to  be  an  edifice  much  too 
good  for  the  present  rtate  of  the  pla*?e. 

Frtdwj,  Sept.  9.  —  We  visited  the  waterfall, 
which  ia  very  high,  and  in  rainy  weather  very 
copious  —  There  is  a  reservoir  made  to  supply 
it  —  In  its  fall,  it  ha*  perforated  a  rock  —  There 
is  a  room  built  for  entertainment  —  There  was 
some  dilHcuJty  in  climbing  to  a  near  view  — 
Lord  Lvttelton'  came  neJir  it,  and  turned 
l)ack  —  ^VTien  we  rame  bat^k,  we  took  some 
cold  meat,  and  notwithstanding  the  Doctor's 
impc^rtunities,  went  that  day  t^*  Shrewsbtiry. 

SntHrdiiif^  Sept.  10.  —  1  sent  for  Gwvnn*, 
and  he  showed  us  tKe  town  —  the  walla  are 
broken,  and  naiTower  than  those  of  Chesk*r  — 
The  town  is  large,  and  has  many  gentlemen's 
houiies,  but  the  streets  are  narrow  —  I  saw 
Taylor's  library  —  We  walked  in  (be  tjmvrfy  ; 
n  very  nicasant  walk  by  the  river  —  Our  inn 
wa*  not  bad, 

SmufLiij,  Sept.  11.  — We  were  at  St  Chad's, 
a  very  large  and  luminous  church  ^ — We  were 
on  the  Citfllc  Hill. 

Mondai/^  Sept.  12.  —  We  called  on  Dr. 
Adams*,  and  travelled  towards  Worcester, 
through  Wenloi'k  ;  a  very  mean  place,  though 
li  l»orongh  —  At  mwn,  we  came  to  BritJgenorth, 
.ami  walked  alwut  the  town,  of  which  one  part 
stands  on  a  high  rock,  and  part  very  low,  by 
the  river  —  There  ia  an  old  tower,  which,  being 
crooked,  leans  m  much,  that  it  is  irightfid  to 
paw  by  it  —  In  the  afternoon  we  came  through 
Kinver,   a   town    in   Statrordshtrc,    neat  and 


I    %1f      T.-^lir..4Xt  tliiii   t,i,l{p.'.    ItH.  .I<^i)li  <,^i'   <\,,i  >',n»  It^P      ITTk 

Iriii 

Lrit'-n,  —  L:Ho*.j-ii. 

'  LliiTirliatiHir  incda*   Th<    Vilfattr  qf  the  n'atfr/aJi,  ami 
Uk*-*  5r«    nr.yr.r-  fr>»in  M  »A|(^r«ll,  lUn  tliirf  rc4lijre  of  the 

*    '  M  KrrhUni  of  nmiJiIrniblp  cel^'brtty,  ww 

«  ft.'  ..—     j,„,j  ^j,  ^,  ,1,,,  jj^^  coinpli'linB 

N  111  ni,   eallnl  thf>   Kngldh   Drlit^i?. — 

Din  ;  — C. 

s  ..i.<  r,.ii,  r.   n>f,.ui ;  who  w«  Jiiwj 


closely  built  —  I  believe  it  hue  only  one  strwl 

—  The  niarl  W88  po  sleep  and  miry,  that  wc 
were  forced  to  Htoji  at  IlartJchury,  where  we 
hud  a  very  neat  inn,  though  it  made  a  very 
jKMir  appfsirance. 

TxifMlay^  Sept.  13.  —  We  came  to  LonI  San^ 
dys's,  at  Ombersley,  where  wc  were  TTcuted 
wifh  grtjat  civility^  — The  house  is  large  — 
The  hall  ia  a  very  noble  room. 

TTiuraday^  Sept.  15.  —  We  went  to  W*irce»- 
ter,  a  very  splendid  city — -The  CAtliedrftl  is 
very  noble,  with  many  remarkable  monuments 

—  The  library  is  in  the  chapter-house  —  On 
the  table  lay  the  Xurejnberg  Chronicle,  I  think, 
of  the  first  edition.  We  went  to  tlie  rhtim 
warehouse  —  The  rnthednil   has  a   cloister  — 

—  The  long  aisle  is,  in  my  opinion,  neither  mj 
wide  nor  so  high  as  that  of  Lichfield. 

Fridaii,  Sept.  16. —  We  went  t-o  Hagley, 
where  we  were  disappointed  of  the  respect  Afid 
kindness  that  we  ex|iected.'' 

Sattirdayy  Sept.  17. —  We  saw  the  house  an<J 

Eark,  vThich  equalled  my  expectation  —  The 
ousc  is  one  wquare  mass — The  ofhces  are 
below  —  The  rooms  of  elegance  on  the  firtt 
floor,  with  two  stories  of  bedchambrr^r,  very 
well   dis|>oscd    above   it  —  The    I  r? 

have  low  window?,  which  abates  1  if 

the  house  —  The  park  has  one  urttUi  j;i1  nan, 
and  wants  water ;  there  is,  however,  one  tem- 
porary cascade**  —  From  the  farthest  hill  there 
IS  a  very  wide  pro«pect, 

Sunday^  Sept.  18.  —  I  went  to  rhnreh  — 
The  church  is,  externally,  ve^rj  mean,  nud  w 
therefore  diligently  hidden  by  a  plftutaiinn  — 
There  are  in  it  several  modern  monaraentiB  of 
the  Lytteltons  —  There  dine<l  with  us  Lord 
Dudley,  and  Sir  Edwnrd  Lvttelton,  of  St»f- 
fonl.shire  ^  and  his  lady  —  They  were  all  per- 
sons of  agreeable  conversation  — T  found  ikmc 
to  reflect  on  my  birthday,  and  oficred  a  piayer, 
which  I  hope  was  he^rd. 

Monday  Sefit.  19.  —  We  made  hft«te  «w»t 
from  a  pluce  where  all  were  oJTcndcd  '^  -  T'  * ' 
way  we  visited  the  Lcasowes  —  It  ^ 
j'ct  we  visited  all  the  waterfalls ^ — Tin.  ...,, 
in  one  place,  fourteen  falls  in  a  short  line —  U 
is  the  next  place  to  Ham  gardens  —  Poor 
Shenslone  never  tasted  his  pesisioti  —  It  it  not 


n**. 


«  nm>  rnimlrj  h* 


M    Tl^lU    l.vtlnU 


Ttllmt-^kf-.l.        ty* 


■  iH-fruIl  at  hr 
■  ily  Uinf»1i»  hl«  I  r' 
ha  ever  wjm  at  I  »^ 

'or 
Mit  to  hu  lujcj*  I  /'i 


i«   nilr-.   Mini   r  m 


f^Trtftr  Cntolliir  Rrl- 
my  Kklnit,  and  h' 
thut    hf   w»nt<>i1    to   iruJ    Ui  ai   ill* 

llioM,  1  truit,  wvte  Ud»  olTimcci.  — 


^T.  65. 
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very  well  proved  that  anv  pension  was  obtained 
for  him' — I  am  afraid  that  he  died  of  misery. 
—  We  came  to  Birmingham,  and  I  sent  for 
Wheeler  *,  whom  I  found  well. 

Tuesday^  Sept.  20.  — We  breakfasted  with 
Wheeler,  and  visited  the  manufacture  of  Papier 
machS  —  The  paper  which  they  use  is  smooth 
whited  brown;  the  varnish  is  polished  with 
rotten  stone — Wheeler  gave  me  a  tea-board — 
We  then  went  to  Boulton*8,  who,  with  great 
civility,  led  us  throug:h  his  shops —  I  could  not 
distinctly  see  his  enffincry  —  Twelve  dozen  of 
buttons  for  three  shillings  —  Spoons  struck  at 
once. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  21.  —  Wheeler  came  to  us 
again — We  came  easily  to  Woodstock. 

Thursday,  Sept.  22. —  We  saw  Blenheim 
and  Woodstock  park  —  The  park  contains  two 
tiiousand  five  hundred  acres;  about  four 
square  miles  —  it  has  red  deer.  Mr.  Bryant 
showed  me  the  library  with  great  civility' — 
Durandi  Rationale,  1459^ — Lascaris'  Oram- 
mar,  of  the  first  edition*,  well  printed,  but 
much  less  than  later  editions  —  The  first  Ba- 
trackomyomachia  ^  —  The  duke  sent  Mr.  Thrale 
partridges  and  fruit  —  At  night  we  came  to 
Oxford. 

Friday,  iSi?p^23.  — We  visited  Mr.  Coul- 
8on  —  The  ladies  wandered  about  the  univer- 
sity. 

Saturday,  Sept.  24.  — KaP.- We  dine*^  with 
Mr.  Coulson* — Vansittart  told  me  his  dis- 
temper *  —  Afterwards  we  were  at  Burke's 
[at  Beaconsfield],  where  we  heard  of  the  dis- 
solution of  the  parliament  '**  —  We  went 
home. 


1  Lord  Loughboroufth  applied  to  Lord  Bute,  to  procure 
Sbenstone  a  pension  :  but  that  it  was  ever  askcni  of  the  king 
is  Dot  certain.  He  wa«  made  to  believe  that  the  patent  wai 
actually  made  out,  when  his  death  rendered  unnecessary  any 
Airther  concern  of  bis  friends  for  his  future  ease  and  tran- 
quillity  Anderson — Wrioht. 

>  Dr. Benjamin  Wheeler;  he  was  a  native  of  Oxford,  and 
originally  on  the  foundation  of  Trinity  College.  He  took 
his  degree  of  A.  M.  Nov.  14.  I7M,  and  D.  D.  July  6.  1770  ; 
and  was  a  man  of  extensive  learning.  Dr.  John^ion  styles 
him  **  My  learned  friend,  the  man  with  whom  1  most  de- 
lighted to  converse." —  Lftters —  Dcppa. 

3  See  ante,  p.  370.  —  C. 

*  This  is  a  work  written  by  William  Durand,  Bishop  of 
Mende,  and  printed  on  vellum,  in  folio,  by  Fust  and 
Schoc-flTer.  in  Mentz.  14.^9.  It  is  the  third  book  that  is  known 
to  be  printed  with  a  date.  An  imperfect  copy  was  sold  at 
Ilr.   Askew's   sale,   1775,  to    Elmsiey,   the   bookseller,  for 

<«I    lOt.— DCPPA. 

*  This  wa«  the  first  book  ever  printed  In  Greek,  a  ropy 
was  bought  for  the  King's  library,  at  Askew's  sale,  tor 
£i.\  10*.  Th<)  first  book  ever  printed  in  Knglish  was  the 
Hittoryn  of  Troyi;  1471.  A  copy  was  sold  by  auction  in 
1812,  and  brought  £1060  10».  —  Duppa. 

*  IM6.     Sold  at  Askew's  sale  for  £14  \i$.  —  Crokeb. 

^  Of  the  dinner  at  t7m't»<T»i#»r  College  I  remember  nothing, 
unless  it  was  there  that  Mr.  Vansittart,  a  flourishing  sort  of 
character,  showed  off  bis  graceftil  form  by  fencing  with 
Mr.  Seward,  who  joined  us  at  Oxford.  We  had  a  grand 
dinner  at  Queen' $  College,  and  Dr.  Johnson  made  Miss  I 
Thrale  and  me  observe  the  ceremony  of  the  grace  cup  ;  but 
I  hare  but  a  faint  remembrance  of  It,  and  can  in  nowise  tell 
who  invited  us,  or  how  we  came  by  our  academical  l)onourof 
hearing  oar  healths  drank  in  form,  and  I  half  believe  in 
l^ttD.  —  Pwtti  MS.  I  suspect  that  writing  after  a  lapse  of 
fSnrtj  years,  Mrs.  Fioiii  mistook  Queen^$  for  Univcrtilff.  — 
Caoftsa. 


CHAPTER  XLVn. 

1774—1775. 

Mr.      ThraU's      Political     Position.   —  John$on'$ 
«  Patriotr—  Death  of  young  CoL—  Mr.  Perkins. 

—  HooU*s  Tragedy.  —  Charlotte  Lennox.  — 
BarettPs  **  Easy  Lessons."  —  Case  of  Dr.  Memis. 

—  Lord  Haileis    **  Annals." — Mary    Queen  of 

Scots.  —  American    Politics Ossian.  —  Letter 

to  Macpherson.  —  Personal  Courage.  —  Foote,  — 
Publishes  ** Journey  to  the  Western  Islands'*  — 
Mr.    Knox.  -  Mr.    Tytler.  —  Mr.    Windham.  — 

Irish  and  Scotch  Impudence  compared. Ostiaai 

Controversy.  —  Visit  to  Oxford. 

Farliamb^tt  having  been  dissolved,  and  his 
friend  Mr.  Thrale,  who  was  a  steady  supporter 
of  government,  having  again  to  encounter  the 
storm  of  a  contested  election,  he  wrote  a  short 
political  pamphlet,  entitled  "The  Patriot,*** 
addressed  to  the  electors  of  Great  Britain ;  a 
title  which,  to  factious  men  who  consider  a 
patriot  only  as  an  opposer  of  the  measures  of 
government,  will  appear  strangely  misapplied. 
It  was,  however,  written  with  energetic  viva- 
city; and,  except  those  passages  in  which  it 
endeavours  to  vindicate  the  glwing  outrage  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  case  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex election,  and  to  justify  the  attempt  to 
reduce  our  fellow-subjects  in  America  to  un- 
conditional submission  ",  it  contained  an  admir- 
able display  of  the  properties  of  a  real  patriot, 
in  the  original  and  genuine  sense; — a  sincere, 
steady,  rational,  and  unbiassed  friend  to  the 
interests  and  prosperity  of  his  king  and  coun- 
try.    It  must  be  acknowledged,  however,  that 


"  Mr.  Coulson  was  a  senior  Fellow  of  University  College, 
in  habit  and  appearance  something  like  Johnson  himself, 
and  was  considered  in  his  time  an  Oxford  character.  Lord 
Stowell  informed  me  that  he  was  very  eccentric.  He  would 
on  a  fine  day  hang  out  of  the  college  windows  his  various 
pieces  of  apparel  to  air,  which  usea  to  be  universally  an- 
swered by  the  young  men  hanging  out  fhnn  all  the  other 
windows,  quilts,  carpets,  rags,  and  every  kind  of  trash,  and 
this  was  called  an  iUummation.  His  notions  of  the  eminence 
and  importance  of  his  academic  situation  were  so  peculiar, 
that,  when  he  afterwards  accepted  a  college  living,  he  ex- 

[ tressed  to  Lord  Stowoli  his  doubu  whether,  after  living  so 
ong  in  the  grrat  world,  he  might  not  grow  weary  of  the 
comparative  retirement  of  a  country  parisn.  I  have  already 
disproved  Mrs.  Piozii's  Imagination  tnat  this,  or,  indeed,  any 
Mr.  Coulson  was  the  Gelidus  of  the  Hambler.  —  Crokbr. 

>  See  an/e,  p.  117.  and  p.  244.  The  distemper  was  no 
doubt  the  occasional  discomposure  of  mind  referred  to  by 
Johnson  in  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  quoted  in  p.  344. 
n.  2.  — Crokbr. 

'<>  They  must  have  spent  several  dajrs  at  Beaconsfield,  as 
they  there  heard  of  the  dissolution  which  took  place  on  the 
3()th  September.  Mrs.  Pio»i  says, "  Dr.  Johnson  had  always 
a  very  great  personal  regard  and  particular  affection  lor 
Mr.  Burke ;  and  when  at  this  time  the  general  election 
broke  up  the  delightful  society  in  which  we  had  spent  some 
time  at  Beaconsfield,  Dr.  Johnson  shook  the  hospitable 
master  of  the  house  kindly  by  the  hand,  and  said, "  Farewell, 
mv  dear  Sir,  and  remember  that  I  » ish  you  all  the  success 
which  ought  to  be  wished  you,  which  can  possibly  be  wished 
you,  indeed,  by  an  honest  man."  —  Anecdotes.  —  Crokbr. 

>>  These  were  two  poinU  on  which  it  should  be  kept  in. 
mind  that  Mr.  Bosweli,  though  professing  himself  a  highTory« 
had  probably,  through  his  cultivation  of  Wilkes's  acquaint- 
ance, fallen  into  very  whiggish  feelings,  which  even  hi* 
aitachment  to  Dr.  Johnson  could  not  reprcN.—  Crokir 
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both  in  thin  and  his  tiro  former  piunphlet^, 
there  wiis,  amidst  manj  powerful  nrgutnetitit, 
ui)f.  only  a  considcriible  portion  tif  wipbisfry, 
but  a  contemptuous  ridicule  of  bis  opponents^ 
which  was  yvtj  provoking. 


JOHNSON  TO  PERKINS.* 

"  gctoticr  2ft.  ITIi. 

"  Sia,  —  You  m«y  do  me  a  very  grent  favour, 
Mrs.  Williams,  a  gentkiroman  whom  you  ttuiy  have 
seen  at  Mr.  Tlirale's,  U  a  p«iitiouer  for  Mr, 
Hetherington'A  chanty  i,  petitions  arc  this  day 
iasued  at  Chfist^  hospital 

"  I  am  a  bad  managt^r  of  busineu  In  a  crovd  ; 
and  if  1  should  send  a  mean  roan,  he  may  be  put 
away  without  his  errand.  I  must^  therefore,  en- 
treat thnt  you  will  go,  and  ask  for  a  petition  for 
Annn  \Viiili«ms,  whose  paper  of  inquiries  was  de- 
livered with  ans^WLTs  at  the  counting-house  of  the 
hospital  on  Thurvday  tlie  20th.  My  servant  will 
attend  )'0u  (hither,  and  bring  the  petition  home 
when  yvu  liuvu  it. 

**  The  petition  which  they  are  to  giivc  us,  is  a 
form  which  they  deliver  to  every  pi'titioner,  and 
which  the  petitioner  h  afVerwards  to  611  up,  and 
return  to  them  again,  'Hits  we  must  have,  or  we 
cannot  proceed  accoiding  to  their  directions.  You 
need,  I  believe,  only  ask  for  u  petition;  if  they  in- 
quire fur  whom  you  risk,  you  can  teli  them. 

"  1  bei;  pardon  for  giviuj);  you  this  trouble  ;  but 
it  is  a  tiuttter  of  great  importjinci'.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
moat  humble  servant,  Sak,  Jotixson.*' 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

•'  Loriil'.n.  Oa.  27.  1774. 

"  Diuia  Sia, —  There  has  appeared  lately  in  the 
papers  nu  jicctnint  of  the  boat  overset  between  Mull 
utid  Ulsa,  in  wliich  many  passengers  were  lust, and 
amntJig  them  Maclean  of  Col.  We,  you  knoM',  were 
once  drowned  * ;  I  hope,  therL-fore,  tt*»t  the  story 
is  either  wantonly  or  erroneously  told.  Pray  satisfy 
TUD  by  the  next  post, 

**  I  have  printed  240  pagci.  I  am  able  to  do 
notltlng  tnufh  worth  doing  to  dear  Lord  Hailes's 
b<H>k.  I  wdl,  IiowevcTt  send  back  the  ^hitits  ;  and 
hope,  by  degrees,  to  answer  all  your  reasonable  ex- 
pectations, 

**  Mr.  Tliralc  has  happily  surmounted  a  very 
violent  and  aerlmoutous  o|)position ;  but  all  joys 
have  their  abatement :  Mrs.  Tlirale  has  falfcn  from 
her  Itorse,  and  hurt  herself  very  much.  The  rest 
of  our  frit^nds,  I  believe,  are  m'cU.  My  compli- 
tnents  to  Mrv  Boswell.  —  1  am,  Sir,  your  most 
aflcctlouate  servant,  Sasi.  JoutrsoK.** 

This  letter,  which  shows  kis  tender  concern 


'  Mr,  Porkln*  •»»  f>ir  «  numtxT  of  fcAn  ihe  wrtrtJi*  itiitrr. 
Irvli»n<lf>ii  «»f  *f^.  ThMl'"'"  ff^t  lir^wrfv.  <»ul  «nrr  hi»  demih 

'"'  -    ■  I  '1 .,., I. ...,...'..  .    ..;.4  „....  ,y,i,j,B»  (in  Mf, 

!    Kwae  at  to 


nod  wtic  man  theio." 


for  an  amiable  youtij;  grnlleman  to  whom  be 
had  been  very  much  ii]»liju'fd  in  th*,-  Hebridc*, 
I  have  inserted  according  to  its  dnte,  tluiitu^li 
before  rei!t*iving  it  I  had  informed  him  of  ihc 
melancholy  event  that  the  young  Loird  uf  Cul 
WHS  uofortunately  drowned. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"Nov  46   1774. 
"  Dtia  Sia,  —  Last  night  I  corrected  the  \u%% 
page  of  our  '  Journey  to  the  Hebrides.'  The  printer 
has   detained  it   all  this  time,    for  t  had,  Ufore  I 
went  into  Wales,   written    all    exce)(  .  tt. 

*  The  Patriot'  was  called  for  by  my  i  uls 

on  Friday,  was  written  on  Salurdav,  ...u  ;  ,iave 
heard  little  of  it.  So  vague  arc  conjectures  at  a 
distance.'  As  soon  as  I  can,  I  will  take  care  that 
copies  [of  the  Journal]  he  sent  to  you,  for  I  would 
wish  that  they  might  Ite  given  before  thfv  arc 
bought :  but  I  am  afraid  that  Mr.  St!  ■  nd 

to  you  and  to  the   booktellers  at   tt  ,ie. 

Trade  is  as  diligent  m  courtesy,    I  tiii.t  nid 

all  that  you  recommended.  Pray  make  n.  '  i,. 
pliments  to  Mrs.  Uoswel)  and  the  younijlinp.  I  n.? 
club  has,  I  think,  not  yet  met.  Tell  me,  smi  tell 
me  honestly,  what  you  think  and  what  others  say 
of  our  travels.  Shall  we  touch  the  cootinenl  ?  •  — 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"Sam.  Joavton.*' 

In  his  mnnuBcript  diary  of  this  year,  tht^re  U 
the  following  entry :  — 

Nov.  27.  Advent  Sunday.  I  eons3rfer«d  ihsi 
this  day,  being  the  beginning  of  th«  eoelcaivttcal 
year,  was  a  proper  time  for  a  new  oouew  of 
life-  I  began  to  read  the  Greek  Testament  cegu< 
larly  atone  hundred  and  sisty  verses  every  Sundav. 
This  day  I  began  the  Acts.  —  *•  In  this  week 
I  read  Virgil's  Pastorals.  I  learned  to  rvpeat 
the  Pollio  and  Gallus,  I  read  careJeaaly  the  ftivt 
Georgic." 

Such  evidences  of  his  unceafins"  ardour,  both 
for  *'  divine  and  human  lore,"  wTivn  n  h  ufu-.-d 
into  his  sixty-fifth  year,  ami  nui 
hiis  many  disturbances  from  discn-^ 
us  at  once  honour  his  jjpirit,  and  lanieni  thut  it 
should  be  so  grievously  cIo<;^g;ed  by  it^  nu&tcritil 
tegument.     It  ia  remarkable  that  ho  w:td  very 
fond  of  the  precision  which  caJcuLition  |irrj- 
duees.     lliua  we  find  in  one  of  h! 
diaries,    "  12  pages  in  4to,  Or.    I 
pages  in  llcjia*^   folio,  comprine  »Ij>.    >vuiii.-  i« 
40  days;* 


It  i*  A  verr  hAtwlimne  cnmii^tUMnt,  awl  1  liaUova  m^ 


I  kirjr.   '>  Itut  iiAS  nqs 

,11  iM,i.T».,M,   hr  the  timp  Ukmt  to 

I  uiuhouij}- «p(iDt  in  timURaiag  t*lla 


^\.•  hu^.l  ir<> 
'^   of  fitllii 


i^r  MP  ihv  ttattV.  a 
nnritieru  n^HMnM. 


^T.65. 
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[JOHNSON  TO  MR  HOLLYER, 

Of  Ctmemtry,^ 

"  D«.  S.  1171. 

Sf*T  —  I  Ukt  the  liberty  of  wrking  to  jou,  with 
irh0fk«  I  hftve  no  scquainUnce.  luiil  vhgm  I  have 
Ihnrefori!  very  little  right  to  trouble  j  but  Bs  it  is 
■bout  a  mmx  equally  or  aimo«t  equally  related  to 
berth  of  us,  I  hope  you  wtll  eicu^it, 

"  t  have  lately  riFceived  a  letter  from  our  eousin 
llioiiLw  Jfihnsot)  *,  eomploinmg  of  great  dittress. 
Hb  dutress,  1  suppr>fe,  is  real ;  but  how  con  it  be 
preTeoted  ?  In  177^,  about  Chmttno^  I  nent  him 
tbirty  pounds,  because  be  thought  he  could  do 
iomecbing  in  a  abop  \  many  hav^e  lived  who  begari 
with  ieuk  In  the  iULomer  1 77:}  1  sent  him  ten 
pounds  more,  aj  I  had  promised  him.  What  was 
the  ereni?  In  the  <piing  1774  he  wrote  me,  and 
that  he  was  in  debt  for  rent^  and  in  want  ordothes, 
Hut  is,  he  had  In  about  tlxtevn  months  con* 
aumed  forty  pounds,  and  then  write*  for  more, 
without  iiLny  mention  of  either  mueonduct  or  mi!»- 
&Ttuoe.  Hi  is  seem^s  to  me  very  strange,  and  I 
AmU  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  ean  inform  me^  or 
iztal;e  him  Itifomi  me,  bow  the  money  was  spent  ; 
md,  giTe  your  advice  what  con  be  done  for  him  with 
pmdc^icc  and  effieacy. 

'*  He  is,  I  am  afraid,  not  ovef  tensible  of  the  Im- 
propriety of  his  manaf^ement,  for  he  came  to  visit 
tne  in  the  summer.  I  was  in  the  country «  which, 
perhaps  wu  well  for  us  both  :  I  might  have  used 
him  hardily,  and  then  have  repented. 

*^  I  have  sent  a  bill  for  five  pounds,  whieh  you 
will  be  so  kind  to  get  discounted  for  him,  and  see 
tbe  mooey  properly  applied,  and  gite  me  your  ad- 
vice what  can  be  done.  —  I  am,  Sir,  your  humble 
aervant,  Bam.  Joumson."] 

— M& 

JOHNSON  TO  Ma,  HOOLE.' 

"  Df^f ember  19.  IfT*. 
"  Da  La  SiOt  ^  I  have  returned  your  play^ 
wbieb  you  will  6nd  underscored  with  red,  where 
Ibere  wa*  a  word  which  I  did  not  like.  The  red 
will  be  washed  oU'with  a  little  water.  Tlie  plot  is 
wo  well  framed,  the  Intrieaey  so  artful,  and  the  dis- 
■Dteof  lemcnt  so  eoay,  the  «uEpeti!»c  so  affeetmg, 
aod  the  passionate  parL^  so  properly  interposed, 
tbat  I  bare  no  doubt  of  its  success,  —  I  am:,  Sir, 
your  Qioat  humble  servant,         Sabi.  JoitHtow." 

The  first  effort  of  his  pen  in  1775,  wium  '*  Pro- 
poisli  foT  publishing  the  Works  of  Mi>,  Cbiir- 
fotte  Lennox,*' f^  m  three  vcdumes  quarto. 
Id  hifl  diary,  January  *2,,  I  find  ihi-t  oiiLry  :^ 
"Wrote  Charlotte's  t'ropoanb."  But,  indceJ, 
the  internal  evidence  woutil  have  been,  quite 
mflieient.  Iler  claim  to  the  favour  of  Lho 
public  was  tbujd  enforced  :*- 

**  Ma«t  of  tbc  pieces,  as  they  appeared   singly, 


■  Tllil  iHttr  W  nnniiiuntcaipd  hf  Mr.  Hall^rr't  pranil- 
mm.  the  Itev-  F.  B,  Suthun,  to  Mil*  Langtcm.  ind  b^  \wt, 
a  f^  tntrntht  ilnce.  to  nw.  —  L'lioais,  l»Mjg. 

s  TlHmM  JobrkMHi  M<eiTi«  to  htfc  twcn  Ibr  to4i  of  Andrew, 
Dt,  JuhDHHi*!  u»cl«  {omii^  p.  ISA.).  Mr,  Hnllj-er  wki  the 
■on  pf  lA  auat«  DOe  ul  thr  t'ordi.  Thomu  dkd  mt  Coven  try, 
lb  Mmj.  ITT9f  iHirInK  iidwiiililfr,  Mrl.  WhUlni.and  a  (rr«t)tl. 
4MJi|t^i«r,  who  ir«^  r«ivimitk«r«il    In  Dr.   JohnKui'ii   »UL  — 

>  Jolia  Hocik^  irbtt  frim  tK(i  tinie  fcinrard  wkll  tie  fom^ 
vncfa  In  JgliCkbaii'i  wcLetf,  wtf  itHt  ton  of  i  « suchmjikv^ 
bora  In  I^-  ITC    He  wai  %  tlrrk  In  ibn  India  Hquh,  but 


have  been  read  with  approbation,  perhaps  above 
their  merits,  but  of  do  great  advantage  to  the  writer. 
She  hopes,  therefore,  that  she  sh^  tiot  be  con- 
sidered as  too  indulf^ent  to  vanity,  or  too  studious 
of  interact,  if  from  that  labour  whieh  has  hitherto 
been  chiefly  gainful  lo  other;!,  she  endeavours  to 
obtain  at  last  some  profits  to  herself  and  her  chil- 
dren. She  cannot  decently  enforce  h«r  elaim  by 
the  praise  of  her  own  perfornmnces  :  nor  cau  she 
suppose,  that,  by  the  most  artful  and  laboured  ad- 
dress,  any  additional  notiee  could  be  proeured  to  a 
publication,  of  which  her  Majesty  ha*  rondva^setided 
to  he  the  patroness.'* 

He  tbis  year  also  wrote  the  Prefiice  to 
Baretti's  ^*  Easy  Lessons  in  Italian  and  En- 
glisb."t 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL* 

"Jan,  14.  ini, 
*•  DiA  a  Sta,  —  You  nfrer  did  ask  for  a  book  by 
the  post  till  now,  and  1  did  not  think  on  lU  You 
sec  now  it  is  done,  I  sent  one  to  the  King,  and  I 
hear  he  likes  it,  I  shall  send  a  parcel  into  Scot- 
land  for  presents,  and  intetid  to  gi*i  to  many  of  my 
frienda.  In  yout  catalogue  you  lell  out  Lord 
Auchinleck,  — ^  Let  me  know,  aa  fast  as  you  read 
it,  how  you  like  it ;  and  let  me  boow  if  any  mis- 
take is  <»mmitlcd,  or  any  thing  Important  left  out 
t  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  sheets-  My  eom^ 
pliments  to  Mrs^  Bos  well,  nnd  to  Verotiiea,  and  to 
all  m^y  friends.  >^-.  I  am*  Sir,  your  most  humble 
servant.  Saw.  Jomjiron*** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  EillptHiTBh,  Jsn,  1&,  ma. 
••  Be  pleased  to  accept  of  my  best  thanks  for 
your  'Journey  to  the  Ilebrides,'  which  came  to  me 
by  }aet  night's  post.  1  did  really  ask  the  favour 
twice ;  but  you  have  been  even  with  me  by  grant- 
ing it  so  tpe«dily.  Bit  dot  qui  cito  dot.  Though 
ill  of  a  bad  cold,  you  kept  me  up  the  greatest  part 
of  lost  night  :  for  I  did  not  stop  till  I  bad  read 
every  word  of  your  book.  I  looked  back  to  our 
l^nst  talking  of  a  visit  to  the  Hebrides,  whieh  waa 
many  years  aj^o,  when  sitting  by  ourselves  in  the 
Mitre  tavern  in  London.  I  think  about  ■n'lcAtft; 
time  o"  Jiiffht ;  and  then  eaulied  in  contemplating 
our  scheme  fulfilled,  and  a  moitumtntum  pfreime  of 
it  erected  by  your  superior  abilities.  I  shall  only 
say,  that  your  book  has  afforded  me  a  high  gratifi- 
cation. I  shall  afterwards  give  you  my  thoughts 
on  particular  passages.  In  tbc  mean  time,  f  hasten 
to  tell  you  of  your  having  mistaken  two  names^ 
which  you  will  correct  in  l^udon,  as  1  shall  do 
here«  that  the  gentlemen  who  deserve  the  valuable 
compliments  which  you  have  paid  them  may  enjoy 
their  honours  In  p«10G.,  for  Gerdon  read  Mitr- 
ehiioii  i  and  in  p.  357.,  for  MatitaH  read  Maekod* 


df  voted  hU  leUut#  to  lltenturc.  He  publiihod  tranilulons 
or  T«a«<i'i  Jet^ii^^m  and  Arluifio'*  wiamAh  Hr  dJAl  la 
rmi.  —  Cooaio. 

*■  ClKinlcie.  —  BoavSLL.    It  «ss  produced  at  Covcnl  Gv- 
d«fii,  tii  Huirh..  ITTA,  l»ui  wfthonc  tucoeii ;  Id  cooffqumeB  of 
i  vhicli  U(H>I«  rettiniipd  \A  th«  uulillaher  s  pwi  tif  tta»  wtOKOf 
'  hn  bad  r*c?lvH.  \ar  |h«  tvopfrl^t,  —  WsiOHT. 
*  See  <m//,  p,  WS.  o-  <  _  C. 

<  Th(*fc  and  ktrrnJ  other  crren  *t)1ch  Bofvell  poloted 
out,  Jubovon  D^alectnl  tn  mttrti,  Attd  tttHj  miw^  tbcreCoirv, 
rrpested  la  iJl  ealitons  of  bU  work.    H«vtai  utitaJned  a  ca^ 
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**  But  I  am  now  to  apply  to  you  for  immediate 
aid  in  my  profession,  which  you  have  never  refused 
to  grant  when  I  requested  it.  I  enclose  you  a  pe- 
tition for  Dr.  Memis,  a  physician  at  Aberdeen,  in 
which  Sir  John  Dalrympic  has  exerted  his  talents, 
and  which  I  am  to  answer  as  counsel  for  the  mana- 
gers of  the  royal  infirmary  in  that  city.  Mr.  Jopp, 
the  provost,  who  delivered  to  you  your  freedom,  is 
one  of  my  clients,  and,  a»  a  citizen  of  Aberdeen,  you 
will  support  him. 

*'  The  fact  is  shortly  this.  In  a  translation  of 
the  charter  of  the  infirmary  from  Latin  into  En- 
glish, made  under  the  authority  of  the  managers, 
the  same  phrase  in  the  original  is  in  one  place 
rendered  pAysicion,  but  when  applied  to  Dr.  Memis 
is  rendered  doctor  of  medicine.  Dr.  Memis  com- 
plained of  this  before  the  translation  was  printed, 
but  was  not  indulged  with  having  it  altered  ;  and 
he  has  brought  an  action  for  damages,  on  account 
of  a  supposed  injury,  as  if  the  designation  given  to 
him  was  an  inferior  one,  tending  to  make  it  be 
supposed  he  is  no/  a  physician,  and  consequently 
to  hurt  his  practice.  My  father  has  dismissed  the 
action  as  groundless,  and  now  he  has  appealed  to 
the  whole  court.**' 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"Jan.  21.  177ft. 

*'  Dbar  Si  a,  —  I  long  to  hear  how  you  like  the 
book  ;  it  u,  I  think,  much  liked  here.  But  Mac- 
pherson  is  very  furious  ;  can  you  give  me  any  more 
intelligence  about  him,  or  his  Fingal  ?  Do  what 
you  can,  and  do  it  quickly.  Is  Lord  Hailes  on 
our  side  ?  Pray  let  me  know  what  I  owed  you 
when  I  left  you,  that  I  may  send  it  to  you. 

"  I  am  going  to  write  about  the  Americans.'  If 
you  have  picked  up  any  hints  among  your  lawyers, 
who  are  great  masters  of  the  law  of  nations,  or  if 
your  own  mind  suggests  any  thing,  let  me  know. 
But  mum,  it  is  a  secret.  —  I  will  send  your  parcel 
of  books  as  soon  as  I  can ;  but  I  cannot  do  as  I 
wish.  However,  you  find  every  thing  mentioned 
in  the  book,  which  you  recommended. 

**  Langton  is  here ;  we  are  all  that  ever  we  were. 
He  is  a  worthy  fellow,  without  malice,  though  not 
without  resentment.*  Poor  Beauclerk  is  so  ill  that 
his  life  is  thought  to  be  in  danger.   Lady  Di  nurses 


of  Boswell't  list  of  errata,  I  lubjoln  it  in  the  Appendix.— 
Croxbr.  1846. 

>  In  the  court  or  seMJon  of  Scotland  an  action  it  first  tried 
br  one  of  the  judge*,  who  is  called  the  Lord  Ordinary  ;  and 
if  either  party  is  dissatisfled,  he  may  appeal  to  the  whole 
court,  consisdng  of  fifteen,  the  Lord  President  and  fourteen 
other  judges,  who  have  both  in  and  out  of  court  the  title  of 
Lords  fVom  the  name  of  thrif  estates  ;  as.  Lord  Auchinlccli, 
Lord  Mooboddo,  Htc.  •—  Boswell. 

3  The  pamphlet  of  "  Teuation  no  Tyranny.'*  —  Croker. 

3  This  refers  to  the  coolness  allucfed  to,  ante,  p.  265.  and 
p.  292.  —  Croxxr. 

*  It  should  be  recollected  that  this  fanciful  description  of 
his  friend  was  given  by  Johnson  after  he  himself  had  become 
a  water-drinker.  —  Boswbll.  Johnson  had  been  a  water- 
drinker  ever  since  17C6,  and  therefore,  that  could  not  be  his 
motive  for  making,  nine  years  later,  an  observation  on  Sir 
Joshua's  "new  character."  Sir  Joshua  was  altoavi  con- 
vivial, but  in  moderation,  and  this  expression  of  Johnson's 
was  cither  a  mere  pleasantry,  or  arose  out  of  that  fancy 
which  be,  as  Bosweli  elsewhere  tells  us,  entertained,  that 
every  one  who  drank  wine,  in  any  quantity  whatsoever,  was 
more  or  less  drunk.  ->  Cxoxsa. 

»  .See  ante,  p.  372.  —  C. 

0  He  now  sent  me  a  Latin  inscription  for  my  historical 


him  with  very  great  assiduity.  Reynolds  has 
taken  too  much  to  strong  liquor^,  and  seems  to 
delight  in  his  new  character. 

**  This  is  all  the  news  that  I  have ;  but  as  you 
love  verses,  I  will  send  you  a  few  which  I  made 
upon  Inchkenneth':  but  remember  the  condition 
—  you  shall  not  show  them,  except  to  Lord  Hailes, 
whom  I  love  better  than  any  man  whom  I  know  so 
little.  If  he  asks  you  to  transcribe  tbem  for  him, 
you  may  do  it,  but  I  think  he  must  promise  not 
to  let  them  be  copied  again,  nor  to  show  them  as 
mine. 

**  I  have  at  last  sent  back  Lord  Hailes's  sheets. 
I  never  think  about  returning  them,  because  I  alter 
nothing.  You  will  see  that  I  might  as  well  have 
kept  them.  However,  I  am  ashamed  of  my  delay  ; 
and  if  I  have  the  honour  of  receiving  any  more, 
promise  punctually  to  retiurn  them  by  the  next  post. 
Make  my  compliments  to  dear  Mrs.  Bosweli,  and 
to  Miss  Veronica.  .  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  most 
faithfully.  Sam.  Johnson.*** 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Edinburgh,  Jan.  S7. 1775. 
"  You  rate  our  lawyers  here  too  high,  when  you 
call  them  great  masters  of  the  law  of  nations. .... 
As  for  myself,  I  am  ashamed  to  say  I  have  read  little 
and  thought  little  on  the  subject  of  America.  I 
will  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  direct  me 
where  I  shall  find  the  best  information  of  what  is 
to  be  said  on  both  sides.  It  is  a  subject  vast  in  its 
present  extent  and  future  consequences.  The  im- 
perfect hints  which  now  float  in  my  mind  tend 
rather  to  the  formation  of  an  opinion  that  our  go- 
vernment has  been  precipitant  and  severe  in  the 
resolutions  taken  against  the  Bostonians.  Well  do 
you  know  that  I  have  no  kindness  for  that  race. 
But  nations,  or  bodies  of  men,  should,  as  well  as 
individuals,  have  a  fair  trial,  and  not  be  con- 
demned on  character  alone.  Have  we  not  express 
contracts  with  our  colonies,  which  afford  a  more 
certain  foundation  of  judgment,  than  general  poli- 
tical speculations  on  the  mutual  rights  of  states  and 
their  provinces  or  colonies?  Pray  let  me  knov 
immediately  what  to  read,  and  1  shall  diligently 
endeavour  to  gather  for  you  any  thing  that  I  can 
find.  Is  Burke's  speech  on  American  taxation 
published  by  himself?  Is  it  authentic?  I 
her  to  have  heard  you  say,  that  you  had 


picture,  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and  afterwards  fkvoared  me 
with  an  English  transUtion.  Mr.  Alderman  Bojdell,  Ihat 
eminent  patron  of  the  arts,  has  subjoined  tbem  to  the  en- 
graving [by  Legal]  from  my  picture:  — 

"  Maria  Scotorum  Regina, 
Hominum  seditiosorum 
Contumeliis  lassata. 
Minis  territa,  clamoribus  victa, 
Libello,  per  quem 
Regno  cedit, 
Lacrimans  trepidansque 
Nomen  apponit." 
"  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots, 
Harassed,  terrified,  and  overpowered 
By  the  insults,  menaces. 

And  clamours 
Of  her  rebellious  subjects. 
Sets  her  hand. 
With  tears  and  conftision,    ■ 
To  a  resignation  of  the  kingdom." 


I  cannot  but  think  that  a  less  amblgomu  phrase  mlflit 
have  t>cen  better  than  "  regno  cedit,**  which,  at  first  algbt 
and  intrinsically,  presents  the  idea  of  gmttimg  tke  Umgdotm, 
rather  than  of  resigning  the  eroien.**  —  Caoxsa. 


^T.^. 
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coiiaidfTod  Kait  Intlmii  affairs ;  I  hough,  curely.  they 
are  of  much  imporUnce  iq  Great  Britaiou  Under 
the  recolk'ctiiiii  of  this,  I  «bde«r  mjiicir  from  the 
Kproa^h  of  ignarauce  atx»ut  the  Aiutricans^  If 
jrou  ^rtte  upcia  thL>  suhjf^cti  I  sliail  cerlaia]^  un» 
d^rfiEand  it^  But,  since  yuu  seem  to  expect  that  I 
»)iOuld  know  Bomethinj;  of  it,  without  your  instruc- 
tion, aiid  that  my  own  mind  should  suggest  gomi^^ 
thing^,  I  trit^  you  will  put  mc  m  the  way. 

What  does  Beckc't  mean  by  the  Ortpnalt  of 
Fingal  and  other  j)ocm»  of  Osdan,  which  he  advcr* 
tia^  loh&ve  lain  in  hia  Bhop?** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL, 

**  DaAR  Si  A,  —  You  sent  me  a  caise  to  eumider, 
m  which  1  have  no  facts  hut  trhat  arc  agaiiiit  u^, 
nor  any  principles  on  which  to  reason.  It  is  vain 
lo  try  to  write  thus  without  materish.  Tlte  fact 
aeenu  to  be  against  you  ;  at  least  I  i-iinnot  k  now  or 
■ay  an  J  thing  to  tht.'  contrary.  I  nm  gtud  tliat  you 
like  Ibe  book  «o  w^i^ll.  I  hi^ar  no  more  of  Mac- 
phenon,  I  shall  long  »<-  know,  what  Lord  HailcK 
njs  of  it.  Lend  it  him  prirateTy.  1  shall  send  the 
parcel  dj!  soon  as  I  t^an.  Make  my  complimcntii  to 
Mn.  Bos  well,     I  am^  Sir,  4c.,     Sax.  Johhson/* 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Edtnbureh,  P«b.  %  I  HO. 

"Attn  Mftcpbcnion,  I  am  anxious  to  hare  from 
youtnelf  »  fuH  and  pointed  ac<:ount  of  what  has 
passed  between  you  and  him.  It  is  eonQdently 
told  here,  that  befort  your  book  came  out  be  sent 
to  yoo,  to  let  you  know  thiit  he  understood  you 
mesut  to  deny  the  authenticity  of  Osftlan's  poems  ; 
that  the  originak  were  in  his  possession  ;  that  you 
might  ha*e  miipi>etioa  of  them,  and  might  take  the 
evidence  of  people  iikillcd  in  the  Erse  language ; 
and  that  he  hoped,  after  thiJi  fair  oflVr,  you  would 
not  be  w  uncatidld  m  to  oBsert  that  he  had  refusi'd 
n»somible  proof.  ITiat  yoti  paid  no  regard  to  his 
message,  but  publishctl  your  strong  attack  upou 
blm ;  and  then  he  wrote  a  letter  to  you,  tn  such 
terms  ai  be  thought  suitt'd  to  one?  who  bad  not 
acted  aa  a  man  of  vemcity,  You  may  believe  it 
givrv  roe  pain  to  hear  your  conduet  represented  as 
un&TOurable,  while  I  t^ao  only  deny  what  ia  staid, 
on  the  ground  that  your  charactt-r  refuti>s  it,  with- 
out having  any  information  to  opptme.  Let  mc,  1 
beg  it  of  you,  be  rurniahL^d  with  a  sudlciedt  answer 
to  any  calumny  upon  this  oecasion. 

*■  Lord  Hailes  writes  to  me  (for  we  correspond 
more  than  we  talk  together).  *  A?i  to  Fingat  I  siee 


1  fill  lordtSi^p,  notnilhilitntiiiis  liU  reinluUont  did  cotrtnU 
till  ■entinu.'nU  to  ]n|>er,  ^rwi  in  mie  of  bli  duIq*  Id  lilt  Col- 
itnUm  QfQ\<  ScottUli  Vt^rj,  tnju  "to  dtjulit  ihp  «uiita«n- 
tkitf  u|  th(Mc  po«int  it  a  raanoDinit  la  iccpticiiiD  ljMle«l," 

—  J.  IkHWILl,,   JllD. 

■  Bfnnitnf,  ptfrhjijiit.  tiiAt  thii  Una  would,  \X  taJien  a*  a 
ffBtetai  prmfiplr,  «]lcUi>)i«  the  cX^^ietKf  at  mnj  fifwia  «r 

tmpuEn  Dtir  Iktur^ftua  tburab  nubliilinient  ;  but  Dr.  Jutih- 


Mfi'i  tertei  Kfnred  lo  a  ipedil  caie,  Diot  aimubfts  bui  or  do. 
toHlfc  prajcr ;  kAd  tbn  CbttTetl  ot  Enf  l«n4  (^ii^u,^h  iu  Iftutiry 
aSbrdi  adrairsblF  hdpi  lo  private  devatian,  dt>ci  not  alfect 
to  reguWe  it  by  miif  fortn  ttf  rubric  j  It  »■*,  iiupfieser,  jwr- 
a4{i«,tli1i  critic! I m  whkh  Iriduccd  Mr.  Loiiarlaci  {ts  1  lap- 
poHtj  Ui  Aubfiltiilfe  tor  thJi  «ie£aat  line  the  c^kur  aod 
avkward  ooe, 

Saeaittf.p.  TTS.^C. 


ft  eontfoverxy  ariung^  and  purposie  to  keep  out  of 
Its  way.  There  is  no  diuibt  that  I  might  mention 
some  drcunujtanccs ;  but  I  do  not  choose  to  commit 
them  to  paper/'  What  hts  opinion  is  I  do  not 
know.  He  sayR,  ''  I  am  singularly  obliged  to  Dr. 
Johnson  for  his  accurate  and  useful  eriticbm&.  Had 
he  given  some  stricturis  oo  the  general  plan  of  the 
work,  it  would  have  added  much  to  his  fuvourv/ 
He  is  charmed  with  your  vertes  on  Inch  ken  net  h, 
says  they  are  very  elegant,  but  Mdi  me  te:ll  you,  he 
doubts  whether--^ 

■  Legitlmas  faeiunt  peetora  pura  prects  ' 
be  according  lo  the  rubric*,  but   that  is  your  con- 
cern ;  for,  you  know,  he  ia  a  Pre«hyteriftti," 


JOHNSON  TO  DIL  LAWRENCE.' 

"  F«b.  J.  mh, 

"  SiRi  —  One  of  the  Scotch  phy^ciauB  I*  bow 
pToeeeuttng  a  corporation  that  in  lOtne  public  in- 
strument have  styled  him  dovtor  ^/mtdicine  instead 
of  phiftician^  Bos  well  desires,  being  advocate  for 
tile  corporatioOt  to  know  whether  dtxtttr  vf  mtdltdwe 
is  not  a  legitimate  title,  and  whether  it  may  be  con- 
sidered as  a  disadvantageous  distinction.  I  am  to 
write  to-night ;  be  pleased  to  tell  me.  J  am,  Sir^ 
your  most,  &&,  &ih.  iomnvtv" 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  F<*,  ?.  inn. 

**  My  DEAa  BoswcLi.,  —  I  am  ^rprbcd  that, 
knowing  as  you  do  the  disposition  of  your  country- 
men to  tell  lies  in  favour  of  tach  other*,  you  can 
be  at  all  aifected  by  any  reports  that  circulate 
among  them,  Maepherson  never  in  bis  life  offered 
me  a  sight  of  any  original,  or  of  any  evidence  of 
any  kind  ;  but  thought  only  uf  intimidating  me  by 
noise  and  threats,  till  my  lost  answer  —  fAul  t 
leuuld  not  be  deterred  Jrom  tUtteting  what  I  ikavghi  a 
eAeaf,  bjf  thi  menaett  vf  n  ruffian,  ^  put  an  end  to 
our  correspondence. 

"  111  state  of  the  (|ue9t]on  is  this.  He,  and  Dr. 
Blair,  whom  I  consider  as  deceived,  say*  that  he 
Copied  the  poem  from  old  manuseriptfl.  Hii  copies, 
if  he  had  them,  and  1  believe  him  to  have  none,  are 
nothing,  Wheii;  aie  the  miinuscripts?  lliey  can 
be  shown  if  they  esist,  but  thi?y  were  never  shown. 
De  non  e^itttntibua  ei  turn  apparentitm^j  says  our 
law,  edi/Mi  f*/  raiid.  No  foJin  has  a  claim  to  etetMt 
upon  hta  own  word,  when  better  evidence,  if  be  had 
it,  may  be  easily  produced.  But  eo  far  aa  we  can 
find,  the  Erse  language  was  never  written  tilt  very 
Uiely  for  the  purposes  of  religion.     A  nation  that 


>  Thf  Iftwnod  and  warthjr  Dr.  I4«wn>ii««,  whiHn  Dr.  John- 
ion  m^wcttd  aail  ]oT«i»  u  bit  pbjikiKti  and  TrieiHl.  —  B^i" 
WILL. 

*  Mf  friend  hoi,  in  ithli  iHtcr,  rcii^d  uiHtn  mj  LMiimoDj, 
with  aeODi!idrtlce,Ciirwbirb  tiie  ^oumd  bai  itcapnl  niy  recol- 
)«i?t)on.  —  Boiwu.!.,  Tbii|.  *imI  a  Aiib*fsuent  phrjue  in  thili 
ItflttT,  niuft  h»^f  Left  poor  BuiwelL  iurfljr  prr}ilexcid  tx!- 
twrfii  hi«d«!«tr«  to  »tand  v«^li  ndii  h\*  uminiTfmcr>,  mvi  ills 
litnbilitj^  lud'irnf  JobDfon'isiicrtlniD.  Iliie^ftAJcm  ii  a«lLwapd 
eu<iijg,h,  fior  lltpmanr  vfrral  pou^igri  in  hii  k»wD  Jourital  of 
ibc  Tutjf  »blcb  tUtllCy  Jotiiiiun'j  apiif-nl  Ut  hm ',  fil»  ID^ 
iUmc«.>,  Boiwrii't  ubierfatfcni,  umli,  aotii  l>irtol3(>r  p.  JKl., 
on  "  UiF  Citf0dmt  raretnanewt  of  tbc  •lalfnnptit*  wltii  wiilcb 
he  and  Dr.  JubuMO  iFcr«  *a  cojutantJy  deixiwed  aod  fwn.^ 
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cannot  irr«U%  or  u  language  Xh&t  wos  n«Tcrwritten» 
iius  no  uuinuscriptic. 

*♦  But  whatever  he  hii«  be  nrver  offered  to  shaw. 
If  old  injtnii«^crip(jt  almulti  now  be  meiitioni'4,  J 
'  ■'  Il'«  there  U'tfL'  more  eviilence  ihiit  can 
'  i,  snpfnoselliem  jmother  |m>iif  uf  Scoich 

l;,..  ,  ... ,  in  utttionnl  f.ilsehood.  ,  Du  not  ccJisurc 
Uio  cxjiri^ssion ;  you  know  il  tu  be  true. 

•'  Dr.  Muitii^'ai  questiun  is  so  narniw  m  to  allow 
no  spectiUtinn  ;  and  I  have  no  facts  hcforr  inc*  but 
thusv  which  Im  Jidvucnte  hits  prociuccU  (igiiiiii«t  you. 
i  consulted  this  morning  the  Pre*idtiit  of  the  Iajii- 
don  College  of  Fhysielans,  who  says,  ihnl  with  »», 
itoctor  of  fihjftk  {we  do  not  sjiy  doctor  of  medicine)  h 
the  highest  ttUe  tlist  a  practiacr  ot*  phytic  can 
have;  thiit  dfxUn-  uiiplius  not  only /i/iyWcmM,  but 
teacher  of  physio;  that  every  dttctDT  is  legally  a 
p/ii/ticiiih  i  but  no  nijao»  not  a  doctor,  can  pructhe 
fiht/kic  but  by  lictnce  particularly  granted  Tbe 
duclurate  is  h  liocnce  of  its^clF.  It  sccias  to  us  a 
very  slender  cause  of  prosecution. 

"  1  mti  now  engaged,  but  in  a  tittle  time  I  hope 
to  do  all  ynu  would  have.  My  complitnenls  tu 
Madnm  and  Veronica.  I  onu  Sir,  your  ino«t 
bmnblc  »crvant>  Sam.  Jobx&on." 

Wliat  worils  were  wsed  by  llr.  MacpLerson 
in  \m  letter  to  the  venerable  sage»  I  have  never 
beurd;  but  tliev  are  generally  said  to  have 
been  of  a  nature  v^ry  ditFereiit  from  the  lan- 
guage of  literary  conteaL  Dr.  Johnson's 
answer  apjwared  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day, 
HU<1  hiw  s'nwii  been  frequently  republished ; 
but  not  with  perJ'eet  accuracy.  I  <pve  it  as 
dictated  to  loe  by  hituself^  written  down  in  hl» 
presence,  and  authenlieated  by  a  note  in  his 
own   handwriting,    "  ThiSt  I  tMnk^  »>  a  true 

CQptJ.**  ' 

JOHNSON  TO  MACPHERSON. 

"Ma.  Jamf-s  IVlACP«mit«oH, —  I  received  yotir 
fooUsli  nnd  impudent  letter.  Auy  violence  offered 
me  1  simll  do  my  best  to  rcpvl ;  ami  whitt  1  cannot 
do  for  mvseir,  the  hiw  shall  do  for  me-  I  hope  I 
never  hIiilII  lie  detorrcd  from  detecting  whit  I  think 
a  cheat,  by  the  menaces  of  a  rnlTian. 

*'  What  would  you  have  me  retract?  I  tbougiit 
your  book  un  iniponture;  1  think  it  an  imposture 
still.  For  this  opinion  1  have  given  my  reuKons  to 
the  public  which  1  hire  dnrc  you  to  refute.  Your 
mjufe  t  tlffy.  Your  abilities^  since  your  Homer, 
arc  not  %o  fortnid^ible ;  nnd  whiit  1  hear  of  your 
morrd'n  inclines  me  ti»  puy  re^wrd,  not  to  what  you 
%hall  «av,  but  to  wiMt  you  sliull  prove.  You  may 
print  this  jf  yon  will.  Samu  Jounsow." 


•    I   h«»e  tl«'lMj»lr<Hl   U   \n  thu   IlrirUh   Miui'um.  —  B.w- 
vHA.^j.     A  CAroml  trarch  hA<  Itftin  matX^  In  ttio  Mu<(oimi  for 


Mr.  Macpherson  liltle  knew  !lje  ebaracter 
of  Dr.  Johnson,  if  he  ]<;uppDscd  that  he  c<mld 
be  easily  intimidated  :  i'ur  no  truitt  wag  e%*i.T 
more  remarkable  f*>r  personal  eoursge.  Ha 
had,  indeeii^  an  awful  droiid  of  deatji^  or  rather. 
**  of  soniethinij  ufler  dealh  :  "  and  whftl  ratiunui 
man,  who  serioualy  thinks  ^)f  4|uitting  all  flint 
he  htw  ever  known,  and  ^fuing  int«  a  nrw  and 
unknown  Btute  of  l»ein^»  can  l»e  without  that 
dread  ?  Hut  his  fear  w;i>  frnin  reflection  ;  hi« 
courage  natural,  \\\*  ffn^  't«  tln,f  tme 
insfaure^  vtm  the  result  of   ;  il  and 

religious  consideration.     lie  '  iili,  but 

he  feared  nothing  else^  not  even  what  might 
riccasioD  death.* 

Many  instances  of  \m  resolution  may  be 
mentioned.  One  day,  at  Mr.  15eiiuclerk'«  honae 
in  the  country,  when  tw<t  large  tlogs  were 
fighting  {ante^  p.  379),  he  went  up  to  ihcm,  atid 
beat  them  tiU  they  separated  \  and  at  another 
time,  when  tohl  ot'  the  danger  there  wois  thai 
a  gun  might  burst  if  eluir;.ad  with  KU»ny  hal^ 
he  put  in  six  or  seven,  and  hre<l  it  ofl'  ogiiixist 
a  walb  Mr,  Lungtnn  told  nie,  that  when  they 
were  swimming  to;i;elher  near  Oxfor^l,  lie 
cautioned  Dr.  Johnson  against  a  pool,  which 
was  reckoned  particularly  dangerous;  upon 
which  Johnson  dire<'tly  swam  into  it.  H«  iolil 
me  himself  that  one  night  he  wa^  attacked  In 
the  street  by  four  men,  to  whom  he  would  not 
yield,  but  kept  tht.'m  all  at  bay,  till  Uie  waich 
came  up,  and  carried  both  him  and  ihem  to 
the  round-house.     In   the  pliiyhou  '     !i- 

field,  as  Mr,  GarricJt  iufonncd   i  u 

having  for  a  moment  f|uitted  a  li 

wa^  placed  for  him  between  the  ^  a 

gentleman    took    posisession   of  i(  ti 

Johnson   on  \m  return  civilly  d-  Hji 

seat,  rudely  refused  to  give  it  up  ;     ,  b 

Johnson  laid  hold  of  it,  and  tossed  him  «iid 
the  chair  into  the  pit.'  Foote,  who  ?o  *iict'«i- 
fully  revived  the  old  comedy,  b^  i^ 

living  characters,  had  resolved  to  ii  u* 

son  on  the  stage,  ext>ecting  great  I't^itii'  irum 
his  ridicule  ot  so  celebrated  a  man.  Jiihn!»<in 
beitig  informed  of  his  intention*  und  being  at 
dinner  ut  Mr.  Thomas  Duvieis'^  the  Itooks^Rcr, 
fitvtu  whom  I  hnd  the  story,  h»^  "-'  ■'  '  Vfr 
Davies,  "  what  woj*  the  cotumon  n 

oak  stii'k?"  and  being  ani«wei'uii  .,  .  i, 
"  Why  then.  Sir,"  said  he,  *'  give  me  Icjtve  Ni 
send  your  sen-ant  to  rjurchnw?  mc  a  shilling 
one.    I'll  have  h  double  qtnuiUty ;  fat  I  am 


from   him,    hr  t(i*tA(>(l!r  tK   hjukhiI   ■- 
Ljitlln,  At  flncA  tin  .Vfurecati-  •  f«»«'fc  ik. 


ll  111    f--i"ir(f.i   iiFiv   .lM.l4-ili 

K  lUttwdl  »Oiil«(  llAte   1' 


*  JuhnMin.  In  hl«  DlcOoiury,  Iu4  Lhli  wviv^  of  drprfcatf 
-  '*  40  impkre  utrre^."    Ho,  howoTor,  iidili  ihal  ^^^  il  U  uut 


proper  vJ*  and.  itranfo  #ni>ufh,  l]k«  viAnpItt  h«  fft»t<1> 
not  lupport  hti  ItsterpfetAtloa CaoCJV. 
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toUl  Foote  means  to  take  me  off\  as  he  calls  it, 
Bni!  I  am  determined  the  tVllow  shall  riot  do  it 
vrltU  iiiijjui'iti)'."  I>avi<'8  took  i-iire  to  ncijuaiiit 
Fttoto  of  this,  which  uQKtually  cUecked  the 
wtinlumiesft  •►!'  ihf  mliitic.  Mj-.  Mftcpherson's 
tii<  iii;»i  .  s  tdftdc  .lohnson  provide  himscU'  with 
t!  iinnk'tneiit  of  delV'ure  ;  and  had  lie 

t  k 'A,  I  hiive  ho  dnubt  that^  old  as  he 

w*4*t  he  should  have  roadu  his  oorjioral  prowisss 
be  felt  as  much  m  Uia  intellect \iat. 

Hi*  "  Joaruey  to   the  Western  Island,-*  of 

Scollund  "  •  is  II  most  valuable   peribrroance. 

I^      '  ^  '         *       ive  phihMO[ihirjil  views  of 

<ii»  sentiment  and  livcdv 

,,  r  .'..L    r. ,,-(  of  it^  ind«iedi 

i  1 1,  many   real's 

I..  ^  *  hifh  we  viHited 

lugether.  probahly  hud  employed  his  attention, 

fh.tii'.'h  tlit»  m'tual   sijfht   of  those  scenes  un- 

•  illv   quickened    and   augu^ented    them. 

'  >ntif*\    the  ycry  uble  historian,   agrcod 

M  thia  opinion,  which  he  thus  fttronifly 

"  Thert?  are  in  that  bmik  th(»uy;htiii, 

WitM  ii^  t>y  I  '  ill  the  ^rvat  mind  of 

Johnsim,  h  1  and  pulibhcd  like 

p..>.i  I...  .,,  ,  ,1  ♦♦ 

'  ree  of  excess  a  true 
/  ,^  have  cntertoincHi  un 

ii:Jt  bnth  the  country  and 
t  id,  uuuAt  li€  .lilowed.    Hut 

il  WRS  a  priTjudire  of  the  head,  and  not  of  the 
heart.*  He  hod  no  ill-will  to  the  Scotch  ;  for, 
if  he  had  l»e*.'n  r'on!<cioti«  of  thut^  he  never 
WMijId  hnvp  thrown  himself  into  the  bosom  of 


country,  from  its 

jfuade'  iilYer  I'  -^ 

jdong  ihi5 

nr."  Hiil.  («i  'i<     :     .  . 


iHtcd  to  tli 

i  with   a 

mKi'n  the  ii.'i 


iFI  of 
aifi- 


boiny;  denudeil  oi"  ! 

'    ivfllod  two  htilidi, ,,    . 

i-l,  whfre  <'ertainiy  trct's 
!  .'Lir  the  road  ;  and  he  said 
I  map  of  liie  fviaii  "  which  he  gave, 

i:  f  of  tlje  atithenticity  of  the  poenu 

aMLTiLicd  to  Onsian,  a  lll^'hiaud  bard,  was  con- 
firmM  ir«  flt*^  «^our*e  of  \m  journey,  b^  a  very 
*-'  HI  of  the  evidence  otlered  for 

ir  !i   their  autheiificily  was  m»tlc 

t  '  I  ^i  tint  by  the  Scotch,  there 

{•ersoiis  in  that  country, 
wiiii  liiii  mil  [<iiii  lu  Hi  tliiti  1  so  that  hi*  Jud;j;* 
nii^nt  upon  the  question  ought  not  to  be  decried, 


Tsr.  F*^  .  t!T<*  t»t*torl»n  of  Hiodoftan,  »•» 
''  rrt  foiinlrf.  in  173*.  luvct 

-ti  not  lurc  that  1  iindrr>^ 


even  by  those  who  differ  from  him*  As  to  my- 
self, I  cttii  only  wty,  upon  a  subject  n  -  •  ^ 

very   uninlcre:*tiiif;,    that  when    tjjt 
r>f  1  lig hhind  pcKitry  ti  rst  * • « i "  -  *  "  ^    ' 
pleftiied  with   their  wild 
one  of  those  who  sub^r 

editor,  Mr.  Macpherson,  then  ti  ycwin^  man,  to 
miike  ft  search  in  the  Highlandg  and  Hebridci 
for  a  long  poem  in  the  Krse  langujigc,  which 
was  rcfiortcd  to  be  presoiTCfl  "nunewhere  in 
jlons.  But  when  there  cjiinc  forth  Mt 
II  in  six  l>ooks,  with  all  the  common 
rjn  iiijisKiuces  "f  former  *'«)mpo6iti«>u»  of  ihiit 
nature  {  and  when,  upon  an  attentive  ex- 
amination of  it,  there  was?  found  u  perpetual 
recurrence  of  the  same  Iiti!m;ei<  which  appear 
in  the  fragments  ;  and  when  no  ancient  nianu- 
»c:ript,  to  autlicnticate  the  work,  was  dcpo8itt*d 
in  any  public  libr»iry»  thattgh  that  was  iiiHiHted 
on  m  a  reasonable  proof;  who  could  forbear  to 
doubt  ? 

.T'  '  uteful  oi^knowli'djunncntsof  kind- 

ncN-  in  the  course  of  thi*  tour  com- 

pletely re  line  the  brutal  reflections  i  ' 
been  thrown  out  againut  him,  ns  if  h 
an    ungrateful    return;    and    hia  u^  n- -u  >    m 
sparing;  in  his  book  those  who  we  find,  from  his 
letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  were  juisl  fl ).  >  t-    ..f 
censure ',  is  miicli  to  be  admired*     1  f 
imd  amiable  dLspositioa  t(«  c^meipirun  :  •; 

conduct,  when  informed  by  Air.  M»eie<xl,  of 
Ku0ay,  that  he  had  commitled  a  mivtaice,  whi*  li 
gave  that  gentleman  tKime  uneuj»ine8S.  He 
wrote  him  a  courteous  and  kind  letter,  and 
inscrte*]  in  the  newspapers  an  idTcrtiMmcuty 
correcting^  the  mistake.* 

The  obscnatjon*  of  my  friend  ]^tr.  Bcmpsler ' 
in  a  letter  written  to  uje  unm  after  he  had 
read  Dr,  John  son's  book,  are  so  just  and 
libera!  that  they  cannot  be  loo  oft«n  re* 
pcated  (arUt,  p.  3D9.)  :  — 

**  There  n  nothing  in  the  book,  f^om  beginning 
to  end,  that  a  Scotchman  need  to  take  amiss"  &c. 

Mr,  Knox ^,  another  nati%*e  of  Scotland,  who 
has  since  made  the  aame  tour,  and  pubU&hed 
an  account  of  it,  is  equally  liberal, 

"I  huve  read,"  *iay%  he,  "his  hook  again  nnfl 
a^Ain,  trowelled  with  him  from  Berwick  to  Clcnel|i, 
through  counties  irith  which  I  am  well  acquainted; 
sailed  with  him  from  Glcndg  to  Ita^My,  Sky,  Rum. 


>  I  flnrl  i\.>  rtfi**  til  vhnm  rid*  ftp^rHM,  but  sir  ArtlifTnid 

Miu-.t,      '"      •        ' ;r  If,  w*  flat  *^lin,.i.. 

llSd   l> 

•    \'-  TTScnt   of    M*cl'-i  <li 


■yf 
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Coll,  MulU  and  Toolmkill,  but  have  not  been  able 
to  correct  him  in  any  matter  of  c^uiii^uGnre.  I 
have  often  admired  the  accuracy,  the  precUion,  and 
the  just ni^ss  i>f  what  he  advjinc^^,  respiMiting  botU 
the  country  and  the  praple.  The  Doctor  has 
every  where  delivered  hkscJitiiTicnts  with  freedom, 
and  in  many  instances  with  a  &ci/ming  regard  for 
the  benefit  of  th<»  tnlmbit^DtK,  and  the  ornament  of 
the  country.  II i«  remurkji  un  ihe  want  of  tree* 
and  hedges  for  shade,  as  well  tts  foe  ^he] ttT  to  the 
cattle,  (ire  wkjll  founded,  and  merit  the  thanks,  not 
the  illiberal  venture,  of  the  natives.  He  also  felt 
Tar  the  distrcflfses  of  the  Highlanders,  and  explodes 
with  gruai  propriety  the  bad  management  of  the 
grofinds,  and  the  neglect  of  timber  in  the  He- 
brides.** 

Having  quoted  Johnson's  just  compliments 
on  the  l^Uaay  family,  he  says,  — 

**  On  the  other  Imtid,  I  found  this  family  equally 
lavish  in  their  encomiums  upon  the  Doctor's  con- 
versation, and  his  sulisequent  civiHties  to  a  young 
gentivnijiii  of  th  lit  fours  try,  who,  upon  waitmg  upon 
him  at  London*  wa?  wvU  ti?ctivedt  andeiperitneed 
all  the  attention  and  regard  tliat  a  warm  friiiui:] 
could  bestow.  Mr.  Macleod  h^Ying  ul^  been  in 
London,  waited  upon  the  Doetor  wlici  provided  a 
magnilii!ent  and  expensive  entertainment  in  honour 
of  his  old  Ilebridean  acquaintance." 

And,  talking  of  the  military  road  by  Fort 
AugiistuSj  ha  says,  — 

^By  tliiE  road,  though  one  of  the  most  rugged 
in  GwGat  Britain,  the  celebrated  Dr  John-Wti  passed 
from  Jnvertic^^  to  the  ebride  Islei.  His  observa- 
tions on  the  country  atid  piwple  are  extremely  cor- 
rect, judicious^  and  instructive."  —  p.  103. 

Mr.  Tytler,  the  acute  and  able  vindicator  of 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  in  one  of  his  letters 
to  Mr.  James  Elphmstone,  published  in  that 
gentleman's  "  Forty  Years'  Correspondence," 
says,— 

"  I  read  Dr.  Johnson*s  *  Tour'  with  very  great 
pleasure.  Some  few  errors  he  has  follen  into,  but  of 
no  great  importance,  and  those  are  lost  in  the  num- 
berless beauties  of  his  work.  If  I  had  leisure,  I 
could  perhaps  point  out  the  roost  exceptionable 
places ;  but  at  present  I  am  in  the  country,  and 
have  not  his  book  at  hand.  It  is  plain  he  meant 
to  speak  well  of  Scotland ;  and  he  has  in  my  ap- 
prehension doni>  us  great  honour  in  the  most  capital 
article,  the  character  of  the  inhabitants." 

His  private  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  written 
during  th«  cour&e  of  his  journey,  whieb  there' 
fore  iiiAy  be  supposed  to  convey  his  genuine  ' 
feelings  at  the  hmc,  abound  m  such  taeni^pant  | 
sentitnenl  towards  the  people  who  showe4  him  , 
civilities*  that  nomari  whose  temper  is  not  very  , 
hiixsh  and  sour  can  retain  a  doubt  of  the  good-  , 
ness  of  his  heart.  i 

It  is  painful  to  recollect  with  what  rancour  i 
he  was  assailed  by  numbers  of  shallow  irritable  ' 


»  The  Right  Hon.  WltlUm  Wliidhain.  of  Feibrlftf,  tmni 
1750,  died  1810.     He  cuHlraLc^  JDhn»OD*i  acqualiiLotic?  for 


North  Britons,  on  account  of  his  supposed 
itijuriaus  treatment  of  their  countiy  and 
coiintrjmen,  in  hh  "Journey."  Had  there 
been  any  just  ground  for  such  a  charge,  would 
the  virtuous  and  candid  Dempster  Lave  given 
his  opinion  of  the  book,  in  tbe  terms  which 
I  have  quoted?  Would  the  patriotic  Knox 
have  spoken  of  it  as  he  has  done  ?  Would  JVlr. 
Tytler,  surely 

**  -—  a  Scot,  if  ever  Scot  there  were," 

have  expressed  himself  thus?  And  let  me  ' 
add,  that,  citken  of  the  world  as  I  hold  myself 
to  be,  I  have  that  d<^ee  of  predltlectioii  ibr 
my  mitale  saium,  nay,  I  have  that  just  sen&e  of 
the  merit  of  an  ancient  nation,  whtch  has  been 
ever  renowned  for  its  valour,  which  in  former 
time^  mdntained  its  independence  gainst  a 
powerful  neighbour,  and  in  modern  times  has 
been  equally  distinguished  for  its  itigenuitj 
and  industry  in  civtliaed  life,  that  1  should 
have  felt  a  g*inerou3  indignation  at  any  injustice 
done  to  it.  Johnson  treated  Scotland  no  worse 
than  he  did  even  bis  best  frieiids,  whose  charac- 
ters he  used  to  give  as  they  appeared  to  him, 
both  in  light  and  fihade.  Sotne  i>eople,  who 
had  not  exercised  their  minds  sumciently, 
condemned  him  for  censuring  his  friends. 
Hut  Sir  Joshua  Revnolds,  whose  philosophical 
penetration  and  justness  of  thinking  were  not 
less  known  to  those  who  lived  with  him,  than 
his  genius  in  Iiis  art  admired  by  the  world, 
explained  his  conduct  thus 

**  He  was  fund  of  discrimination,  which  he  could 
not  show  without  pointing  out  the  bud  a«  well  as 
the  good  in  every  character  ,  and  »*  biii  friends  were 
those  whose  charHcters  he  knew  best,  they  afforded 
him  the  best  opportunity  for  showing  the  acuteneH 
of  his  judgment** 

He  expressed  to  his  friend  Mr.  Windham,  of 
Norfolk',  his  wonder  at  the  extreme  jealousy 
of  the  Scotch,  and  their  resentment  at  having 
their  country  described  by  him  as  it  really  was; 
when  to  say  that  it  was  a  country  &^  good  u 
England  would  have  been  a  gross  iabehood. 
"  None  of  us,'*  sdd  he,  **  would  be  offended  if 
a  foreijjner  who  has  travdled  here  should  say, 
that  vines  and  olives  don*t  grow  in  Eneland.** 
And  as  to  his  prejudice  against  the  Scotch, 
which  I  always  ascribed  to  that  national!^ 
which  he  observed  in  theniy  he  said  to  the  same 
gentleman,  "When  I  find  a  Scotchtnan,  to 
whom  an  Engli/thman  is  as  a  Scotchman,  ilitt 
ScoU^hman  aUidl  he  as  an  Englishman  to  me, 
Hts  intimacy  with  many  gentlemen  of  Scot- 
land, and  his  employing  so  many  natives  of  that 
country  as  his  amnnuenses^  proves  ihat  his  pre- 
judice was  not  virulent ;  and  I  have  deposited 
in  the  British  Museum,  amongst  other  |ueoe9 
of  his  writing,  \\ui  lal towing  iiott^  in  answer  to 
one  from  me^  asking  if  be  would,  meet  me  at 


tb?  ijul  fL<if  j<<arft  or  liii  life  with  sreat  aMidolty,  as  will  b« 
levn  In  Oi^  ttNiuvl  of  IbU  work.  —  CaoKia. 
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dinner  at  the  Mitre,  though  a  friend  of  mine, 
a  Scotchman,  was  to  be  there :  — 

'*  Mr.  Johnson  does  not  see  why  Mr.  Boswell 
should  suppose  a  Scotchman  less  acceptable  than 
any  other  man.     He  will  be  at  the  Mitre.'* 

My  much-valued  friend  Dr.  Barnard,  now 
Bishop  of  Killaloe,  having  once  expressed  to 
him  an  apprehension,  that  if  he  should  visit 
Ireland  he  might  treat  the  people  of  that 
country  more  unfavourably  than  he  had  done 
the  Scotch,  he  answered,  with  strong  pointed 
double-edged  wit,  "  Sir,  you  have  no  reason  to 
be  afr^d  of  me.  The  Irish  are  not  in  a  con- 
spiracy to  cheat  the  world  b^  false  repre- 
sentations of  the  merits  of  their  countrymen. 
No,  Sir :  the  Irish  are  a  fair  people ;  —  they 
never  speak  well  of  one  another."  ' 

Johnson  told  me  of  an  instance  of  Scottish 
nationality,  which  made  a  very  unfavourable 
impression  upon  his  mind.  A  Scotchman  of 
some  consideration  in  London  solicited  him  to 
recommend  by  the  weight  of  his  learned  au- 
thority, to  be  master  of  an  Knglish  school,  a 
person  of  whom  he  who  recommended  him 
confessed  he  knew  no  more  but  that  he  was  his 
countryman.  Johnson  was  shocked  at  this 
unconscientious  conduct. 

All  the  miserable  cavillings  against  his 
"  Journey,"  in  newspapers,  magazines,  and 
other  fugitive  publications,  I  can  speak  from 
certain  knowledge,  only  furnished  him  with 
sport  At  last  there  came  out  a  scurrilous 
volume  ^  larger  than  Johnson's  own,  filled 
with  malignant  abuse,  under  a  name,  real  or 
fictitious,  of  some  low  man  in  an  obscure  cor- 
ner of  Scotland,  though  supposed  to  be  the 
work  of  another  Scotchman,  who  has  found 
means  to  make  himself  well  known  both  in 
Scotland  and  England.  The  elFect  which  it 
had  upon  Johnson  was,  to  produce  this  pleasant 
observation  to  Mr.  Seward,  to  whom  he  lent 
the  book :  "  This  fellow  must  be  a  blockhead. 
They  don't  know  how  to  go  about  their  abuse. 
Who  will  read  a  five  shilling  book  against  me  ? 
No,  Sir,  if  they  had  wit,  they  should  have  kept 
pelting  mc  with  pamphlets.* 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Edinburgh,  Feb.  18.  ITTA. 
**  You  would  have  been  Tery  well  plusised  if  you 
bad  dined  with  me  to-day.       1  had  for  my  guests, 


1  Murphy  relates  that  Johnaon  one  day  asked  him,  '*  Have 
jrou  obacrred  the  difllerence  betweon  your  own  country 
lapodroce  and  Scotch  hnpudencc  ?  "  The  answer  being 
Ib  the  nef^re ;  "  Then  I  will  trll  ynti,"  said  Johnson :  *'  the 
tepudence  of  an  Irishratin  is  the  iinpudciice  ot  a  fly  that 
iMZies  about  you,  and  you  put  it  awny,  but  it  rpturns  again, 
and  still  ttutteri  and  teases.  The  impudcntr  of  a  Scotcliman 
istbA  impudence  of  a  loech.  that  fixes  nnd  sucks  your  blood." 
-~  IM3I .  This  simile.  Mr.  Markland  observi-s,  {»  not  original. 
Osborne,  speaking  of  the  Scotch  who  accomp^nicHi  James  I. 
iftto  Kngtami,  says,  "  tbev  hung  on  him  like  horiie-Ierrhes, 
till  Cbcy  could  get  no  more."  Johusitn  mifiht  hare  been 
of  an  older  authority.    *'  In  Kirypt,"  siiys  Totter, 


Macquharrie,  young  Maclean  of  Col,  the  successor 
of  our  friend,  a  very  amiable  man,  though  not 
marked  with  such  active  qualities  as  his  brother  ; 
Mr.  Maclean  of  Torloisk  in  Mull  *,  a  gentleman  of 
Sir  Allan's  family ;  and  two  of  the  clan  Grant ;  so 
that  the  Highland  and  Hebridean  genius  reigned. 
We  had  a  great  deal  of  conversation  about  you, 
and  drank  your  health  in  a  bumper.  The  toast 
was  not  proposed  by  me,  which  is  a  circumstance 
to  be  remarked,  for  I  am  now  so  connected  with 
you,  that  any  thing  that  I  can  say  or  do  to  your 
honour  has  not  the  value  of  an  additional  compli- 
ment. It  is  only  giving  you  a  guinea  out  of  that 
treasure  of  admiration  which  idready  belongn  to 
you,  and  which  is  no  bidden  treasure ;  for  I  sup- 
pose my  admiration  of  you  is  co-existent  with  the 
knowledge  of  my  character. 

'*  I  find  that  the  Highlanders  and  Hebrideans  in 
general  arc  mtich  fonder  of  your  *  Journey,'  than 
the  low-country  or  hither  Scots.  One  of  the  Grants 
said  to-day,  that  he  was  sure  you  were  a  man  of  a 
good  heart,  and  a  candid  man,  and  seemed  to  hope 
he  should  be  able  to  convince  you  of  the  antiquity 
of  a  good  proportion  of  the  poems  of  Ossian.  After 
all  that  has  passed,  I  think  the  matter  is  capable  of 
being  proved  to  a  certain  degree.  I  am  told  that 
Macpherson  got  one  old  Erse  MS.  from  Clan- 
ranald,  for  the  restitution  of  which  he  executed  a 
formal  obligation;  and  it  is  affirmed,  that  the 
Gaelic  (call  it  Erse  or  call  it  Irish)  has  been  written 
in  the  Highlands  and  Hebrides  for  many  centuries. 
It  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  stu:h  of  the  inha- 
bitants as  acquired  any  learning  possessed  the  art 
of  writing  as  well  as  their  Irish  neighbours  and 
Celtic  cousins ;  and  the  question  is,  can  sufficient 
evidence  be  shown  of  this  ? 

'*  Those  who  are  skilled  in  ancient  writings  can 
determine  the  age  of  MSS.,  or  at  least  can  ascertain 
the  century  in  which  they  were  written;  and  if  men 
of  veracity,  who  are  so  skilled,  shall  tell  us  that 
MSS.  in  the  possession  of  families  in  the  Highlands 
and  isles  are  the  works  of  a  remote  age,  I  think  we 
should  be  convinced  by  their  testimony. 

*'  ITiere  is  now  come  to  this  city,  Ranald  Mac- 
donald  from  the  Isle  of  Egg.  who  has  several  MSS. 
of  Erse  poetry,  which  he  wishes  to  publish  by  sub- 
scription. I  have  engaged  to  take  three  copies  of 
the  book,  the  price  of  which  is  to  be  six  shillings, 
as  I  would  subscribe  for  all  the  Erse  that  can  be 
printed,  be  it  old  or  new,  that  the  language  may  be 
preserved,  'lliis  man  says,  that  some  of  bis  manu- 
scripts are  ancient ;  and,  to  be  sure,  one  of  them 
which  was  shown  to  me  does  appear  to  have  the 

duskiness  of  antiquity The  inquiry  is  not 

yet  quite  hopelo>s  and  1  should  think  that  the 
exact  truth  may  be  discovered,  if  proper  incauH  be 
u&ed.      I  am,  &c., 

**  Jamks  Boswell." 


"  tlir  Jljf  waA  the  hieroglyphic  of  an  impudent  man,  becausa 
that  insect,  bt-ing  b<>aten  away,  always  still  returns  again." — 
Orcc.  Anttq.  ii.  367.  —  Crokm. 

s  This  was,  no  doubt,  tho  book  styled  "  Remark*  on  Dr. 
StiniHrl  Jnhtuon's  Juunu>y  to  the  Hebrides,  Ac,  by  tAe  Rev. 
Donald  M'Sicoi."  It  had,  by  way  of  motto,  a  citation  from 
K.iy's  ProTorbs  :  "  Otit  men  and  traveUrrs  lib  by  authority." 
Ii  wn«  not  printed  till  1779.  The  second  Scotcnman,  whom 
Mr.  noswoll  HOppo^'S  to  iiare  helped  in  this  work.  Sir 
Jnmrs  Mackintokh  very  reasonably  surmises  to  have  been 
Marnliersun.  —  (3r<>kkr. 

3  Maclean  of  Torloisk  was   gnuidfather  to  the  present 
Marchioness  of  Northampton.  —  WALTSa  Scott. 
F   E 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*•  Feb.  45. 1775, 

•»  Di*ii  Sir,  —  I  *m  «orry  that  1  could  get  no 
bonks  fr»r  my  fricnd?t  in  ScotlanJ.  Mr.  Strahmi  has 
Mt  Inst  lifomi-n-'d  to  svnJ  two  doica  to  yoo.  If  they 
eume.  prit  tht'  names  of  my  iTiends  into  tbem;  you 
m»y  cut  them  out  ^  And  pittie  tbein  with  ■  little 
(rtnrrh  in  the  btxik. 

♦♦  VoH  then  nre  going  wild  ftbont  Oiatan.  Why 
doi  you  think  any  part  can  be  provwl  ?  The  du»ky 
nmnu>cript  of  Egg  is  prtil»*tbly  tint  fifty  yesirs  old: 
if  ic  hcun  hundred,  it  proves  nothiiign  The  tak*  of 
Chutriuiidd  !!»  nu  proof.  Ilns  t'lanr^innhj  told  ii? 
Chu  lit*  prove  it  ?  'I  hen?  *re,  I  beiievc,  no  Er»e 
mtinuseri|»ts.  Nnnc  of  the  old  families  had  a 
iiin»rle  letter  in  Erse  that  we  heard  of.  You  tiay  it 
U  likely  thirt  they  could  write.  The  Icurned,  if 
any  leamtHj  there  were,  could ;  but  knowing  by 
that  Icnrning  some  written  Inni^uage,  in  that  litn- 
gunge  they  wri>te»os  letter*  had  never  been  applied 
to  tlieir  own.  If  there  are  munuscripts  let  them 
be  shoim,  wUh  «otne  proof  that  tlH>y  nrv  not  forged 
for  the  occnsion.  You  soy  many  can  remember 
p^rts  of  Ossian.  1  believe  all  thosie  part's  are  ver- 
sions of  the  EngUeth  ;  at  least  there  is  no  proof  of 
their  antiquity. 

•*  Maopiicrson  is  «iid  t<»  have  made  some  trans- 
lations himsielf;  and  having  tnu(;ht  a  boy  to  write 
it,  ordered  him  to  say  that  he  had  learnt  it  of  his 
grandmother.  The  liovt  when  he  grew  up,  told 
the  *tory.  This  Mrs.  VVilliams  heard  at  Mr. 
Strnhrtn's  Inhlr.  Don't  be  credulous ;  you  know 
how  little  n  HiRhlandcrcan  he  trusted.  Maeplier*on 
t»,  -w  f«r  a*  I  know,  very  quiet.  Is  not  that  proof 
enough  ?  Eveiy  thing  is  ngainst  htm.  No  visible 
manuscript:  no  inscription  in  the  lAtiguage:  no 
eorre<>poi)denee  among  friend*  j  no  traitvietion  of 
husineM.  of  which  a  Miigle  sera|>  rcmiiins  tn  the 
ancient  hunitle-J.  MaephtTsun  s  ptetence  i?  that 
Ihe  character  was  Satun.  If  he  had  not  tiiikcd  un- 
skilfully of  w«ii»MtTJ/rfjT,  he  Tuight  have  fought  with 
oral  tr«diiion  much  hmger.  As  to  Mr.  (irnnt*s 
inforfnaiion,  1  suppose  he  knows  much  less  of  ihe 
matter  than  ounelvcn, 

*•  In  the  menu  time,  the  bookseller  say*  that  the 
*nte  ■  1*1  iuflicienlly  cpjick.  Tliey  printed  four 
thousand.  Correct  your  copy  wherever  it  i*  wrong, 
and  hritig  tt  up.  Your  frien<ls  will  all  la?  ghid  to 
tee  you.  I  think  of  going  myself  into  the  eountry 
aU>ut  May.'  I  »m  Mirry  that  f  have  not  managed 
lu  4«?nd  the  l»ook  sooner.  I  have  left  four  Jbr  you, 
and  do  not  restrict  you  absolutely  to  follow  my 
directions  in  the  distribution.  You  must  u«e  your 
own  diiieretiou. 

"  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs,  Ho^well  ;  I 
nupposc  she  i»  nr>vv  hetrinuing  to  forgive  me.  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your  Innnble  si-nnnti 

"Sam.  Jo^Hl^»o^.•* 


*  Fr<iir«  •  ll»t  lnh)i  hdni^lMrUltiD-  —  Boswnti.. 

*  (K  tiU  Jfurnm.  —  DoewFLi.  Iiniiit.i1>  .Maro  mj*  {Life, 
♦.«».>  •»■''  *  "I'il  "i'-'  f-"r  ft...f  1-  h-,H  tiitd  «K)0  th«  fir»t 
Mroek  14,  luidi  tveaij  n  mii«> 

«  |i  '        in  rata  that  about  thr 


BatweU  rcvmita  lAnuhm.  —  Peter  Garridt.  — "  TVcra- 
ItMine  Tyrunity,'*  —  Dr.  Tovrra't  *^  AnMwtr**' — 
Gerard  Jlitwittfm.  —  Shrrutang  Gold  Af«la/  l» 
Home*  —  Mnr.  Afiinr/Um*  —  CilhtT^n  "  Nrmjuror^ 
—  Ji<nw*ir$  "  SurtvWanec.**  —  GffTTtVAV  Pro- 
loffwt.  —  Th«  Atium: — ^  GomfA'*  / 

Jofiniuft. —  Cfrty'i      Odttt. — Lonl  I'a 

i.cttcTM. — John»tm*t  Diploma  of  Li  .t.'.  —  .ifyi* 
$iniaH  Umct.  —  CotttutHt  •*  Od(ft  to  Ottmeitrity 
and  Oblivion." —  Maaan'M  ** Ei/rida"  and  **CairtLt- 
tfuuii:'—  Tht  nutK-EoMioH  hue. — Fhti  Street 
and  Charing  CrosK, 

On  Tueadtty,  2 1st  March,  I  arrived  in  Lotuicm ; 
and  on  repainiig  to  Dr,  Joliiison's  bcfui-e  diii- 
j  ner.  found  him  m  bis  study,  sitting  with  Mr. 
j  Peter  Gurrick,  the  elder  brother  of  David., 
I  strongly  resembling  him  In  rountcnance  and 
voice,  but  of  more  sedate  and  ]ilaoid  uiDJinerB. 
Johnson  infonned  mc,  that  though  Mr,  licnu- 
clerk  was  in  great  puin,  it  was  Lot>ed  ho  wns 
not  in  danger,  and  that  he  now  wished  U>  con- 
sult Dr.  lleberden,  to  try  the  effect  of  a  '*  ueto 
understanding y  Both  at  thiii  interviirw,  luid  in 
the  evening  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  he  iind 
Mr.  Peter  Garrick  and  I  met  again,  he  \ra3 
vehement  on  the  subjcet  of  the  Os«ian  conttf)- 
vcrsy  ^  obsen  ing,  "  \Ve  do  not  know  that  there 
are  any  ancient  Erae  muntiseripts;  and  w^e  huvii 
no  other  reason  to  disbelieve  that  there  are  men 
With  three  heads^  hut  that  we  clo  not  know  tliat 
there  are  any  such  men."  He  al*i»  wa*  otJt- 
rageous  upon  his  supposition  that  my  eotxtitry- 
nien  "  loved  Scotland  Iwtter  tJian  t  ruth,"  say- 
ing, "All  of  them,  —  nay  not  all, —  but  drooc* 
of  them,  would  come  ut»,  and  attest  any  tluug 
for  the  liononr  of  Scolbmd."  He  also'  (Mrrve* 
vered  in  his  wild  allegation,  that  he  t|ue5tK,nr<! 
if  there  was  a  tree  lietwoen  Eilinburgli  ; 
English  border  older  than  himself.  1  ;. 
him  he  waH  mit^taken,  and  suggested  tlmt  \iix 
proper  punishment  would  be  that  h»?  shtMild 
receive  a  stripe  at  every  tree  abo\  '  '  ' 
years  old,  that  was  found  withh 
He  laiigh»?tl,  and  said,  '*  I  believe  1  Miii:uL  ymr^ 
mit  to  it  for  a  Imubce.** 

The  doubts  which,  in   my  -ni 
with  hitu,  I  bad  ventured  i> 
iastiee  and  wisdom  ol'  the  < 
Britain  towards  the  American  ccdonies,  wlulfi 
I  at  the  Bamc  titnc  requested  that  he  vrimlA 
enable  ve  to  mfoim  myself  uiM^n  that  ni 
toiw  subject,  he  bad  altogether  distvi 
nnd  had  recently  publialied  a  pmn] 


end  of  Ff'bruapy  fn  lhl«  jrfnr,  hr  naraln  ritltr.  i 

,,tr,lrill,.l.,    .1       .U.,,r_     ...... ..r        ll..,r 
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titled  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny ;  an  Answer  to 
the  Resolutions  and  Address  of  the  American 
Congress."  ♦» 

l£  had  long  before  indulged  most  unfa- 
vourable sentiments  of  our  fellow-subjects  in 
America.  For  as  early  as  1769, 1  was  told  by 
Dr.  John  Campbell,  that  he  had  said  of  them, 
"  Sir,  they  are  a  race  of  convicts,  and  ought  to 
be  Uiankful  for  any  thing  we  allow  them 
short  of  hanging."  * 

Of  this  p^ormance  I  avoided  to  talk  with 
him ;  for  I  had  now  formed  a  dear  and  settled 
opinion,  that  the  people  of  America  were  well 
warranted  to  resist  a  claim  that  their  fellow- 
subjects  in  the  mother  country  should  have  the 
entire  conmiand  of  their  fortunes,  bv  taxing 
them  without  their  own  consent ;  and  the  ex- 
treme violence  which  it  breathed  appeared  to 
me  so  unsuitable  to  the  mildness  of  a  Christian 
philo9op)ier,  and  so  directlv  opposite  to  the 
principles  of  peace  which  he  had  so  beauti- 
fullv  recommended  in  his  pamphlet  respecting 
Faltland^s  Islands,  that  I  was  sorry  to  see 
him  appear  in  so  unfavourable  a  light.  ^  Be- 
sides, I  could  not  perceive  in  it  that  ability  of 
argument,  or  that  felicity  of  expression,  for 
wmch  he  was,  upon  other  occasions,  so  emi- 
nent. Positive  assertion,  sarcastical  severity, 
and  extravagant  ridicule,  which  he  himself  re- 
probated as  a  test  of  truth,  were  united  in  this 
rhsupsody. 

That  this  pamphlet  was  written  at  the  desire 
of  those  who  were  then  in  power,  I  have  no 
doubt,  and  indeed,  he  owned  to  me,  that  it 
bad  been  revised  and  curtailed  by  some  of 
them.  He  told  me  that  thej  had  struck  out 
one  passage,  which  was  to  this  effect : 

**  That  the  colonists  could  with  no  solidity  argue 
from  their  not  having  been  taxed  while  in  their 
infancy,  that  they  should  not  now  be  taxed.  We 
do  not  put  a  calf  into  the  plough  ;  we  wait  till  he 
is  an  ox." 

He  said,  "  They  struck  it  out  either  critically 
as  too  ludicrous,  or  politically  as  too  exaspe- 
rating. I  care  not  which.  It  was  their  busi- 
ness. If  an  architect  says,  I  will  build  five 
stories,  and  the  man  who  employs  him  says,  I 
will  have  only  three,  the  employer  is  to  decide." 
"Yes,  Sir,"  said  I,  "in  ordinary  cases:  but 
thould  it  be  so  when  the  architect  gives  his 
akill  and  labour  gratis  f  " 

Unfavourable  as  I  am  constrained  to  say  my 
opinion  of  this  pamphlet  was,  yet  since  it  was 
ooDgenial  with  the  sentiments  of  numbers  at 
tiiat  time,  and  as  every  thing  relating  to  the 
writings  of  Dr.  Johnson  is  of  importance  in 
literary  history,  I  shall  therefore  insert  some 
pMsages  which  were  struck  out,  it  does  not 


I  Poblished  March  7. 1775.  bj  T.  Cadell  ia  the  Strand — 

mspklou*  of  anecdotes  at  second  hand,  and 

m  toat  this  coarie  and  foolish    phrase  was 

Something  like  it  rosy  have 


ottered  bj  Johnson. 


appear  why,  either  by  himself  or  those  who  re- 
vised it  They  appear  printed  in  a  few  proof 
leaves  of  it  in  my  possession,  marked  with 
corrections  in  his  own  handwriting.  I  shall 
distinguish  them  by  italics. 

In  uie  paragraph  where  he  says,  the  Ameri- 
cans were  incited  to  resistance  by  European 
intelligence  from 

**  men  whom  they  thought  their  friends,  but  who 
were  friends  only  to  themselves," 

there  followed  — 

**  and  made  by  their  selfishnesM,  the  enemieM  of  their 
country." 

And  the  next  paragraph  ran  thus : 

**  On  the  original  contrivers  of  mischief,  rather 
Aan  on  thoee  whom  they  have  deluded^  let  an  insulted 
nation  pour  out  its  vengeance." 

The  paragraph  which  came  next  was  in 
these  words : 

*'  Unhappy  is  that  country  in  which  men  can  hope 
for  advancement  by  favouring  it*  enemies.  The  tran- 
quiility  of  stable  yooernment  is  not  always  easily  pre^ 
served  against  the  machinations  of  single  innovators ; 
but  what  can  be  the  hope  of  quiet,  when  factions  hostile 
to  the  legiidature  can  he  openly  formed  and  openly 
avowed?'* 

After  the  paragraph  which  now  concludes 
the  pamphlet,  there  follows  this,  in  which  he 
certainly  means  the  great  Earl  of  Chatham, 
and  glances  at  a  certain  popular  Lord  Chan- 
cellor.' 

"  If,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  they  drive  us  utterly 
away,  what  they  witt  do  next  can  only  be  amjeetured. 
If  a  new  monarchy  is  erected,  they  will  want  a  king. 
He  who  first  takes  into  his  hand  the  sceptre  of  America 
should  have  a  name  of  good  omen.  William  has  been 
known  both  a  conqueror  and  deliverer ;  and  perhaps 
England,  however  contemned,  might  yet  supply  them 
with  cMother  William.  Whigs,  indeed,  are  not 
willing  to  be  governed ;  and  it  is  pouible  that  King 
William  may  be  strongly  inclined  to  guide  their 
measures :  but  Whigs  have  been  cheated  like  other 
mortals,  and  suffered  their  leader  to  become  their 
tyrant,  under  the  name  of  their  protector.  What 
more  they  will  receive  from  England,  no  man  con  tell 
In  their  rudiments  of  empire  they  may  want  a  Chau' 
eellor." 

Then  came  this  paragraph ; 

**  Their  numbers  are,  at  present,  not  quite  sufficient 
for  the  greatness  which,  in  some  form  of  government  or 
other,  is  to  rival  the  ancient  monarchies  ;  but  by  Dr. 
Franklin's  rule  of  progression,  they  wilL  in  a  century 
and  a  quarter,  be  more  than  equal  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Europe.      When  the  Whigs  of  America  are  thus 


been  one  of  those  hasty  conversational  sarcasou  to  which  ho 
himself  confesses  he  was  loo  prone,  and  which  cannot  be 
regarded  as  deliberate  opinions.—  Cboku,  1836. 
^  Lord  Camden.  ~  CaoKSB. 
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mttUiftliett.  Ii'l  Ifu-  prince*  of  the  rarth  tremble  in  thrir 
ftti/iwr*.  Jf  th€^  n/nmld  eimtintie  to  ihuhlc  and  to 
(itmtilc  tfieir  oten  hemiitjthere  wduU  nnt  coHiain  them> 
Htd  (ft  not  nur  fjiJ^hitt  opjm^nr.r»  of  authority  look 
forteetrd  with  rfcfiyht  to  thU  futurity  of  fVhifjtfinm.'* 

How  it  emled  I  know  not,  as  it  is  cut  off 
abruptij  at  the  foot  of  the  last  of  these  proof 

Hi*  pamphlets  in  support  of  the  measures  of 
.administration  were  published  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  he  afterwards  coUect-od  theni  into  it 
volume,  with  the  title  of  "  Political  Tract*,  by 
the  Author  of  the  Rambler,"  with  this  motto : 

*•  FslUtttr  Bgregio  quisquis  sub  princlpe  credit 
SiTvitium  ;   nuiiquatn  tibertas  grntior  extat 
Q.udru  &ub  rcgw  pio.**  —  CUiHttionus.^ 

Thcae  piimphlcts  drew  upon  him  numerous 
nttjvcks,  Ajraiust  the  common  weapons  of 
literary  wftHiii'e  he  wjw  hardened ;  but  there 
were  two  iniitance«  of  animadversion  which  I 
communicated  to  him,  and  from  what  I  could 
ju'ljcfe,  both  from  his  ailcnee  and  his  looks,  ap- 
peared to  me  to  impress  him  much.  * 

One  WI13,  "  A  Letter  to  Dr,  Samuel  John- 
son, rtijcjvsioned  by  hl$  late  political  Publica- 
tions." It  appeared  previous  to  his  "  Taxation 
no  Tyriuiny, '  and  was  written  by  Dr.  Joseph 
Towers,'  In  tliat  performance.  Dr.  Johnson 
waa  treated  with  llie  ix'SfH-'ct  due  to  9t>  eminent 
tt  man*  while  hiii  conduet  as  n  political  writer 
waa  boltliv  and  |wintedly  flrraigued,  rs  incon- 
sistent with  the  character  of  one,  who,  if  he 
did  employ  his  pen  u|Kin  politics, 

**  it  might  reasonably  he  expected  should  disitinimish 
htinacir,  not  by  pifly  vjofentv  atid  rancour,  b«t  by 
muderatioQ  and  by  wisdom.' 

It  conetude<l  thus: — 

'•  I  would,  however,  wi,sh  you  to  remember, 
Fhoaid  ytni.  ai^aiii  addre»  the  public  under  the 
charuirttir  of  u  political  writer,  that  luxuriance  of 
itiiaginaLiou  or  tfuergy  of  language  will  1)1  compen- 
sate fur  the  want  uf  eau(l(»ur,  of  justict!^,  and  of 
truth-  And  1  «haU  only  add,  that  should  I  here- 
after be  disponed  to  read,  as  I  heretofore  have  done, 
the  most  exrellvnt  of  nit  your  pcrfbr nuances  '  The 
Rambler/  the  pleasure  vrhich  1  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  fmd  in  it  will  be  much  diminished  by  the 
reflecliun  that  the  writer  of  so  moral,  no  elegant, 


*  "  lit  «rt%  «rli(r  d«rm*  obeillrriee  to  «  pritic« 

SlavVy^a  hnppior  fiy*doin  never  releni 

TliHn  with  A  pioQ*  Mooaich/*^  Stll.  111.  MS.—  CL 

»  Mr    Do 

mirc  111  Is: 

JnlMtfiMt   I'Vi-i     ,r. .,,,-, .-   J,.,    .,1    -nr-   jirrnin-' 

hk  oplulrvn  on  th«*te  ipieAliitiKt.    Soc  hi*  ciKif  ' 
and  Ml  li<ttrr  to  John  W^lfy,  /w#»,  F«b.  ♦».  k 

'  iJr.  JoRt^pb   Towrrt,     ■  niUcflUanroui    wriN-r,     nnl    * 

rr<t^chcr  aiTioiiK  tiict  UtittArlAnii,  wst  borti  iit  17^,  nml  ilt«d 
7TO._  W»iin»,T 

♦  n-  •  'u. 
T..«. 


and  HO  valuable  a  work*  was  capahlu  of  pro^tUuttug 
hi«  laletjt*  in  nueh  proUuctinn*  a»  '  The  FaIms 
Alrtnn,*  the  *  'Hjought*  on  the  TrRnsacfiuna  rfi> 
tpfCtiny  Fa-lkland's  Island^,'  and  •  TJw  Putriol*'* 

I  iun  willing  to  do  justice  to  the  merit  of 
Dr.  T<>we»*s,  of  whom  I  will  say.  fhat  although 
I  abhor*  his  Whigrjish  democratirnl  uotic«i» 
and  propensities  (for  I  will  not  cidi  them  prin- 
ciples), I  esteem  as  on  ingenious,  knowing,  and 
very  convivial  man. 

The  other  instance  was  a  paniirroj)h  of  a 
letter  to  me,  from  ray  old  and  most  intimate 
friend  the  Rev.  Mr.  Temple,  who  wrote  ihe 
character  of  Gray,  which  ha^  had  tlic  hotiour 
to  be  adopted  both  by  Mr-  Mason  and  Dr* 
Johnson  in  their  accounts  of  that  poet.  The 
words  were, 

••  How  can  your  great,  I  will  not  «»y  your  j>fovi, 
but  your  mnrrt/ friend,  support  the  barliarous  mea- 
ftures  of  admini^ration,  which  they  ha%'e  not  Uie 
face  to  a»k  even  tlicir  infidel  pennioncir  Hume  (a 
defend?" 

However  confident  of  the  rectitude  of  bis 
own  mind,  Johnson  may  have  felt  sincere  un- 
easiness that  his  conduct  should  he  erroneously 
imputed  to  nnworlliy  raotiveji  by  good  men ; 
and  that  the  influence  (»f  his  valaable  wrltingis 
should  on  that  account  be  in  any  degree  ob- 
structed or  lessened. 

He  complained  to  a  right  honourable  friend* 
of  di»tiiurui.«ihed  talents  and  very  elegant  man- 
ners^  with  whom  he  maintiiined  a  long  intimaeyf 
and  whoae  gcjierosity  towards  him  will  after- 
wards appear,  that  hia  i^ension  having  beim 
given  to  iiim  as  a  literarj  character,  tie  had 
been  applied  to  by  administration  to  write  p*»- 
litical  pamphlets ;  and  he  was  even  go  tnuch 
irritated,  that  he  declared  his  resolution  to 
resign  his  pension.  His  friend  showed  hiiu  the 
impropriety  of  such  a  measure,  anil  be  id1l«r- 
wnrds  expressed  his  gratitude,  and  said  he  had 
received  good  advice.  To  that  friend  be  once 
signifie^l  a  wish  t^  have  bis  i)en,';ion  secured  ta 
him  for  his  lite;  but  he  neither  a^ked  u<ir  re* 
eeived  from  governuient  any  reward  whatfio* 
ever  for  his  political  labours. 

On  Friday,  Manh  24.,  I  met  him  at  ih* 
LiTERABY  CiArn,  whcrc  were  Mr.  Beaurlerk^ 
Mr.  Langtrm,  Mr.  Colman,  Dr.  Percy,  Mr. 
Vc5*ey,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  Dr.  Ge»irg«  For* 


kII,  how  rould  hi-  .tTiri.po«4>  that  Dr.  Johnion,  with  iil*  Inns* 
f*"!-'  L  irtild  bP  ltiflueAci.-d  bf  •  f»  > 

ft-  ^rHokcn 

'hm.      J.-ihnsr»n    wrist    t*-' 


Mr,  Tyrri-— who  jill   dis-lAri^  tlmt 
Fiprrnkfd    Ihc    <i|iliiiiori>   'aLUIi    in    , 

tAlni'il      % 
plmlnta."  —  i  uor^tk. 
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dyce,  Mr.  Steevena,  and  Mr.  Charles  Fox. 
Before  he  came  in,  he  talked  of  his  ^*  Joumej 
to  the  Western  Islands,'*  and  of  hb  coming  away, 
**  willing  to  believe  the  second  sisht,"'  which 
seemed  to  excite  some  ridicule.  I  was  then  so 
impressed  with  the  truth  of  manj  of  the  stories 
I  of  which  I  had  been  told,  that  I  avowed  my 
,  conviction,  saying,  "  He  is  only  willing  to  be- 
lieve :  I  do  believe.  The  evidence  is  enough 
for  me,  though  not  for  his  great  mind.  What 
will  not  fill  a  quart  bottle  will  fill  a  pint  bottle. 
I  am  fiUed  with  belief."  "Are  youP"  said 
Colman ;  "  then  cork  it  up." 

I  found  his  "  Journey  "  the  common  topic  of 
conversation  in  London  at  this  time,  wherever 
■  I  happened  to  be.  At  one  of  Lord  Mansfield's 
'  formal  Sunday  evening  conversations,  strangely 
called  Levees^  his  lordship  addressed  me,  "We 
have  fdl  been  reading  your  travels,  Mr.  Bos- 
well."  I  answered,  "1  was  but  the  humble 
attendant  of  Dr.  Johnson."  Tlie  Chief- Justice 
replied,  with  that  air  and  manner  which  none, 
who  ever  saw  and  heard  him,  can  forget,  "  He 
speaks  ill  of  nobody  but  Ossian."  * 

Johnson  was  in  high  spirits  this  evening  at 
the  club,  and  talked  with  jp-eat  animation  and 
success.  He  attacked  Swifl,  as  he  iised  to  do 
upon  all  occasions.  "  The  *  Tale  of  a  Tub '  is 
so  much  superior  to  his  other  writings,  that  one 
can  hardly  believe  he  was  the  autnor  of  it  ^  : 
there  is  in  it  such  a  vigour  of  mind,  such  a 
swarm  of  thoughts,  so  much  of  nature,  and  art, 
and  life."  I  wondered  to  hear  hin\  say  of 
"  Gulliver's  Travels," — "  When  once  you  have 
thought  of  big  men  and  little  men,  it  is  very 
easy  to  do  all  the  rest."  I  endeavoured  to 
make  a  stand  for  Swift,  and  tried  to  rouse 
tho^je  who  were  much  more  able  to  defend 
him  ;  but  in  vain.  Johnson  at  last,  of  his  own 
acconl,  allowed  very  great  merit  to  the  inven- 
tory of  articles  found  in  the  pocket  of  "  the 
Man  Mountain,"  particularly  the  description  of 
'  his  watch,  which  it  was  conjectured  was  his 
God,  as  he  consulted  it  upon  all  occasions. 
He  observed,  that  Swift  put  his  name  to  but 
two  things  (after  he  had  a  name  to  put),  "  The 
Plan  for  the  Improvement  of  the  English  Lan- 
guage," and  the  last  "  Drapier's  Letter." 
From  Swift,  there  was  an  easy  transition  to 


'  ••  Jomnuy"  «L  1785.  p.  256 Boxwell.  B<MweU.  how- 
ever, changed  hit  own  opinion  before  he  printed  bis  Timr. 
Set  ami*,  p.  349.  —  Crukrr. 

*  It  \*  not  easy  to  eueti  how  the  air  and  mannfr.  even  of 
Ixpfd  Manifleld.  could  haTe  set  off  such  an  unmeaning  ex- 
preation  u  this.  Johnson  denlc<l  the  authenticity  of  the 
poems  attributed  to  0*tlan,  but  that  was  not  speaking  ill  of 
OwiVm,  id  the  sense  which  Mr.  Boswell  evidently  glTes  to 
the  phrase.  —  Crurkl 

s  This  doubt  has  twen  much  agitated  on  both  sides.  1  think 
without  good  reason.  See  Addison's  "  Freeholder,"  May  4th, 
1714  j  ••  An  A|>tilogy  for  the  Tale  of  a  Tub  ;"  Dr.  Hawkes- 
worth's  "  Preface  to  Swift's  Works,"  and  Swift's  **  Letter  to 
Tooke  the  Printer,"  and  Tooke's  "  Answer  *'  in  that  col- 
leetlnn  ;  Sheridan's  '*  Life  of  Swift ;  '*  Mr.  Courtenay's  note 
OB  p.  1.  of  his  "  Political  Review  of  the  Literary  and  Moral 
Chwacter  of  Dr.  Johnson  ;"  and  Mr.  Cooksry's  "  Kssay  on 
tlM  Life  and  Character  of  John,  I<ord  Somers,  Baron  of 
"  Dr.  Johnson  here  speaks  only  to  the  htUmat 
I  take  leave  to  differ  from  him.  having  a  very  high 
of  the  power*  of  Dr.  Swift.  His  "  Sentiments  of 
a  Church-oC-Kngland-man ;"  his  "  SermoD  on  the  Trinity," 


Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan.  Johkson.  "  Sheridan 
is  a  wonderful  admirer  of  the  tragedy  of 
Douglas,  and  presented  its  author  with  a  gold 
medu.  Some  years  a^o,  at  a  coffee-house  in 
Oxford,  I  called  to  him,  *•  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  how  came  you  to  give  a  gold  medal 
to  Home,  for  writing  that  foolish  play  ?*  This, 
you  see,  was  wanton  and  insolent ;  but  I  meant 
to  be  wanton  and  insolent.  A  medal  has  no 
value  but  as  a  stamp  of  merit.  And  was 
Sheridan  to  assume  to  himself  the  right  of 
giving  that  stamp  ?  If  Sheridan  was  magni- 
ncent  enough  to  bestow  a  gold  medal  as  an 
honorary  reward  of  dramatic  excellence,  he 
should  have  requested  one  of  the  Universities 
to  choose  the  person  on  whom  it  should  be 
conferred.  Sheridan  had  no  right  to  give  a 
stamp  of  merit :  it  was  counterfeiting  Apollo's 
coin. '  ♦ 

On  Monday,  March  27.,  I  breakfasted  with 
him  at  Mr.  Strahan's.  He  told  us,  that  he  was 
engaged  to  go  that  evening  to  Mrs.  Abington's 
benefit.  "  She  was  visiting  some  ladies  whom 
I  was  visiting,  and  begged  that  I  would  come 
ixy  her  benefit.  I  told  her  I  could  not  hear : 
but  she  insisted  so  much  on  my  coming,  that  it 
would  have  been  brutal  to  have  refused  her." 
This  was  a  speech  quite  characteristical.  He 
loved  to  bring  forward  his  having  been  in  the 
gay  circles  of  life ;  and  he  was,  perhaps,  a  little 
vam  of  the  solicitations  of  this  el^ant  and 
fashionable  actress.  He  told  us  the  play  was 
to  be  "  The  Hypocrite,"  altered  from  Gibber's 
"  Nonjuror,"  so  as  to  satirise  the  Methodists. 
"  I  do  not  think,"  said  he,  "  the  character  of 
the  Hypocrite  justly  applicable  to  the  Method- 
ists, but  it  is  very  applicable  to  the  Nonjurors. 
I  once  said  to  Dr.  Madan  [Madden!  a  clere^- 
man  of  Ireland,  who  was  a  great  Whig,  that 
perhaps  a  Nonjuror  would  have  been  less 
criminal  in  taking  the  oaths  imposed  by  the 
ruling  power,  than  refusing  them ;  because  re- 
fusing them  necessarily  laid  him  under  almost 
an  irresistible  temptation  to  be  more  criminal ; 
for  a  man  must  live,  and  if  he  precludes  himself 
from  the  support  furnished  by  the  establishment 
will  probably  be  reduced  to  very  wicked  shifts 
to  maintain  himself."*  Boswell.  "I  should 
think.  Sir,  that  a  man  who  took  the  oaths  con- 


and  other  serious  pieces,  prove  his  learning  as  well  as  his 
acutmess  in  logic  and  metaphysics  ;  and  his  various  compo. 
sitiuns  of  a  different  cast  exnibit  not  only  wit,  humour,  and 
ridlculo,  but  a  knowledge  "  of  nature,  and  art,  and  life :  " 
a  combination,  therefore,  of  those  powers,  when  (as  the 
"  Apology"  says)  the  author  was  young,  his  invention  at 
the  height,  and  his  reading  freith  in  his  head,"  might  surely 
proiluce  -The  Tale  of  a  Tub."— Bobwrll.  See  ante, 
p.  154.  a  1.  and  277-  n.  2.  a  refutation  of  Johnson's  strange 
paradoxes  about  Swift  and  the  Talr  qfa  Tub.  —  Crokir. 

4  The  modal  was  prenented  in  1757,  and  Mr.  Whyte.  the 
friend  of  Sheridan,  {anti,  p.  166.  n.  1.)  gives  its  history 
thus :  "  When  Sheridan  undertook  to  play  Domglmt  in 
Dublin,  he  had  litierallT  written  to  Home,  promising  hhn 
the  profits  of  thi>  third  night.  It  happened,  however, 
that  these  profits  fell  very  short,  and  Sheridan  was  rather 
perplexed  what  to  do.  At  first,  he  thought  of  offering 
the  author  a  piece  of  plate,  but,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Whyte,  the  idea  of  a  medal  was  adopted  ;"  and  It  had,  said 
Whyte,  '*  ihe  additlon.nl  value  of  bcina;  conveyed  to  Mr.  Home 
by  the  hands  of  LorA  Macartney  and  Lord  Bute."—  Cbokrr. 

»  This  was  not  merely  a  cursory  raniark  \  for  in  his  Life 
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trary  lo  Bis  priaciples  was  a  dctennintHi  wicked 
man,  becaufie  he  was  sure  he  was  coniuikting 
|)erjiiry :  whereas  a  Nonjuror  might  lie  insen- 
uiblv  led  to  do  what  was  wrong  without  being 
fto  directly  conscious  ol"  it."  Joht»son.  '*  Why, 
Sir,  u  man  who  gf^i's  to  bed  to  his  patron's  wiJe 
is  pretty  sure  that  hp  isi  comtnitting  wicked- 
ness." BoswKLL.  " Did  the  nonjuring  ckr^jnir- 
men  do  so,  Sir?"  Joukson.  **!  am  ftfniid 
many  of  thcin  did."  ^ 

I  vnts  startled  at  this  argument,  and  could 
by  no  means  think  it  convincing.  HjhI  not 
bts  own  father  complied  with  the  requisition  of 
government  ^,  (as  to  which  he  oncu  observed 
to  me,  when  I  pressed  him  upn  it,  "  ITiat,  Sir, 
be  wjia  to  settle  with  himseU,")  he  wouhl  pro- 
halily  have  thought  more  unJuvourably  of  a 
Jacobite  who  took  the  OAths  : 


had  he  not  rcsftnblud 


My  faU»«r  as  he  twore -" 

Mr.  Stralian  talked  of  launching  inl^  the 
great  ocean  of  London,  in  order  to  have  a 
chance  for  rising  into  eminence ;  and  observing 
tliat  many  men  were  kept  back  from  trying 
their  fortunes  there,  becauiie  they  were  bom 
to  a  eomjwtency,  said,  "  Small  certainties  are 
the  bane  of  men  of  talentsi;"  which  Johnson 
confirmed,  Mr.  Strahan  put  John,son  in  mind 
of  a  remark  which  he  had  made  to  hiiii : 
"There  are  iW  ways  in  which  a  man  can  be 
more  innocently  employed  than  in  gettin;? 
money."  "  The  more  one  thinks  of  this,"  said 
Strahaii,  *'  the  Juster  it  will  appear.** 

Mr*  Strahau  iuid  takerj  a  poor  boy  from  the 
country  as  an  apprentice^  upon  Johnson's  re- 
commendation, ilohnann  havinj:^  imjuired  after 
him,  said,  **  Mr.  Slrahan,  let  me  have  five  gui- 
neas on  aceount^,  and  I'll  give  thia  boy  one. 
Nay,  if  a  man  recommends  a  boy,  and  ilocs 
nothing  for  huu,  it  13  sad  work.  Call  him 
down." 

I  fcjUowed  him  into  the  court-yard',  behind 
Mr.  Stralian's  house  ;  and  thero'l  htt<l  a  proof 
i)f  what  I  heard  him  profc^?,  that  he  talked 
alike  to  all.  '*  Some  peoj>le  tell  you  that  tliey 
let  themselves  down  to  the  capacity  of  their 


li carers.  I  never  do  that.  I  speak  aoiibnuly, 
in  a,s  iutein;jnhle  a  maimer  as  1  can." 

"Well,  my  boy,  how  do  you  go  on?** 
"  Pretty  well.  Sir ;  but  they  are  afniid  I  ar'  n't 
strong  enough  for  some  ports  of  tlie  buHineitB,'* 
JoHKsoBT.  "  Why,  I  shall  be  sorry  for  it;  for, 
when  you  consider  with  how  little  mentAl 
power  and  corporeal  labour  a  prmlL-r  cnn  get 
a  guinea  a  week,  it  is  a  very  desirabic  ocr.upa- 
tion  for  you.  Do  you  hear^Luke  all  the 
pains  you  can ;  and  if  this  does  oat  do,  wc 
must  think  of  sonuj  other  way  of  life  for  you. 
There  *s  a  guinea." 

Here  was  one  of  the  many,  many  instance* 
of  his  active  benevolence.  At  the  saim;  tim€^ 
the  slow  and  sonorous  solemnity  with  whJcfa« 
while  he  bent  himself  down,  he  addressed  n 
little  thick  short-legged  boy,  conlnusied  with 
the  boy's  awkwardness  and  awe,  could  not  but 
excite  some  ludicrous  emotion?. 

I  met  him  at  Drury  Lane  playhouse  in  tlie 
eveniug.  Sir  Joi^hua  Reynolds,  at  Mrs*.  AHng- 
ton's  request,  ha«l  promised  to  bring  a  body  of 
M'ils  to  her  benefit;  and  baring  securecl  forty 
places  in  the  front  boxes,  hud  done  me  the 
honour  to  put  me  in  the  group.  .lohnson  sat 
on  the  seat  directly  behind  me;  and  as  he 
could  neither  sec  nor  hear  at  such  a  di^fanee 
from  the  stage^  he  wan  wrapped  up  lu  grave 
abstraction^  and  seemed  quit^  a  cloud,  amid»t 
idi  the  sunuhine  of  glitter  and  gaiety.  I  won- 
dered at  his  patience  in  sitting  out  a  play  *>f 
live  acts,  and  a  farce  of  two.  He  Kaid  yerr 
little ;  but  after  the  prologue  to  "  lion  Ton^ 
had  been  ppoken,  which  he  could  h,  at  m.-tiy 
well  fnitm  the  more  slow  and  distii  e, 

he  talked  on  prologue- writing,  ni  i'd» 

**Dryden  has  written  prologues  sujicrior  to 
any  that  David  Garrick  has  written;  but 
David  Garrick  has  written  mor«'  good  pro- 
loguea  than  Dryden  ha.s  done.  It  i»  wonder- 
ful that  he  hiis  been  able  lo  write  such  varietjr 
of  them." 

At  Mr.  IJeauclerk'a,  where  I  supped,  wai 
Mr.  Garrick,  whom  I  made  happy  with  .robii- 
son*s  prai«i  of  his  prologues  j  and  I  Fujjpo%t»  in 
gratitude  to  him,  he  took  up  one  of  his  /avouriia 
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topicf,  tltc  iiAtionallty  of  the  Scotch,  which  he 
uuuntJiincrl  in  a  pleiuiuit  nuuiiier,  with  ibe  aid 
of  a  Iiii]l»  TJtieticttl  llciion,  "  Coiue,  come,  don't 
ih^ny  it ;  thc^  ure  really  national.  Why,  now, 
the  Aclmn«  ^  are  us  liberal- mindiMl  men  u£  miv 
in  the  world ;  but,  I  don't  kn*m  how  it  is,  all 
tli*!ir  w(»rkini'n  arc  Scotdi.  You  arc,  to  be 
iiir«,  wonderlully  free  from  that  ntttionality  ; 
l>ut  '        'IKS  that  vou  employ  iLe  only 

Scot  k  in  LtmOon-" 

J!                    '       irmMer  of  his  obi  master  with 
ludi-  *n  ;  repeating,  with  pauses 

and  li.... ^     ntcrjecietK 

**  0«  homini  iiublimc  dedit,  —  czelumquc  tucH 
Jttssiit,  — el  criHrtiw  ad  sidcrn  —  tollcre  vultus"* 

looking  downii}ards  all    the   time,  and,  while 

I  '        tlio   four  lust  words,  absolutely 

ound  with  a  kind  of  conttjrted 

,  however^  when  he  pleased,  could 

1..   J  'liMPon  very  exactly;  for  tliat  great 

B<.'tor,  with  his  elistiiiguished  powers  of  exi)re»- 
niaii  whit'h  were  so  uiiiversially  otlmircd,  pos- 
seted idjio  an  atimirablc  tulent  of  mimicry* 
lie  waa  always  jealoiist*  tJiat  Johnson  spoke 
li^daly  of  hiui.  I  recollect  his  exhibiting  him 
lo  mc  one  duy,  as  if  living,  **  Davy  ha*  gnnie 
convivial  pleiwanlry  about  hJui,  out  'lis  a 
futile  fellow ;/'  which  he  uttered  perfectly 
with  the  tone  und  mv  of  Johnson- 

I    cannot   tmj    frctjuently    request    of   ray 

-     ' '  '      t'    V   (>eruse    my  account  of 

H.n,  to  endeavour  to  keep 

Ate  and  strong  utterance. 

IIi>  J  :;  was  indeed  very  imprej- 


I  Tli«  •tcliUcct*  or  th»  AdclpliL  —  Cmom. 
i  "  Mitn  loolii  fttoit*  ant\  with  vmrtod  eret 
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iive*;  and  I  wish  it  could  ha  pnsservcd  nt 
music  is  written,  atjcordlnrtj  to  the  verr  m- 
^^nious  method  of  Mr.  Stcole  \  who  has  sliown 
now  the  re<:jtalion  of  Mr.  (Jorrick,  and  other 
eminent  »f>eaker9,  might  be  tniA^mjtiedl  tu  po«- 
terity  in  tcare? 

Next  day  [March  28.]  1  dined  v  on 

nt   Mr.  Thrale'a.     lit;   attacked    i  ig 

him  *'a  dull  fellow."  BofewexL.  I  uji<lcr- 
stand  he  waa  reserved,  and  might  appear  dull 
in  companr;  but  surely  be  was  not  dull  in 
poetry.  Johnson.  "Sir,  he  wn»  dull  in  com- 
pany, dull  in  his  closet,  dull  c\ery  where.  He 
was  dull  in  a  new  way»  nnd  that  made  many 
people  think  him  ohsat.  He  was  a  mechanicid 
potJt."  He  then  repented  some  ludicrous  linco, 
which  have  escuped  my  memory,  and  naid,  ^  Is 
not  that  QBEAT,  Vik«?  \m  Odes  }•''  Mr».  Throli*, 
maintained  that  his  Odes  were  nielodious; 
ujwn  which  he  exclainuHl, 

"  Weave  the  warp,  and  wcavl^  ilic  \v.»..r  " 
I  added,  in  a  solemn  tone, 

o^t^C  wh)Uiiig**lieet  of  £dw»rir%  lavc. 

Tlierc  IS  a  pod  line,  —  *' Ay,"  said  he,  **  and  the 
next  line  is  a  good  one  (prouounoing  it  con- 
temptuously), 

*  Give  Auiplc  verge  and  room  enough,' — • 

No,  Sir,  ihertf  aiv  but  two  p»o<l  stimxatt  tn 
Gray'i*  poetry,  which  are  in  iii«  *  Ktcgy  in  a 
Country  Churchyard.'  He  then  repeated  tJic 
stanza, 

■*  For  who  to  dumb  forgetfuliMM  •  prt7/  &e. 

mistaking  one  word ;  far  instciul  of  precinct*  he 


Jti^inmti'f  uTiOiCt  would  not  app«ir  »o  loilriiordilunrjf,  w»r» 
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BuM  conjmes.  He  added,  **  Tlic  otber  slnii^a  1 
for»;et.' 

A  yountf  lady  *  who  had  mnrried  a  man 
mui^h  her  inicrior  in  rank  bein^  iuentioiie<l,  a 
queiition  arose  how  a  woman's  relations  should 
behave  to  her  Jn  such  u  situation ;  iin«l,  while 
I  n»ciipitulatc  the  debate',  and  rccolleLl  what 
h.'is  sinco  http[)Oiicd,  1  L'annot  but  be  stru<jk.  in 
a  uiajniier  tljat  tlfliciicy  *  forbidi  me  to  express. 
While  I  contendi'd  thai  she  ought  to  he 
treated  with  au  iQllexible  steiuliness  of  dis- 
pleasure^  Mrs.  Thrnle  wiis  all  for  mildnesss  and 
ibrgivcness,  and,  according  to  ihe  vidgai'  phrase, 
**  making  the  beat  of  a  biiti  barjjain/'  Joh^s- 
»oN.  **  ftlttdani,  we  must  distinguish.  Were 
I  a  man  of  nnik,  I  would  not  let  a  daughter 
starve  who  h>ul  made  a  mean  marriiitre;  but- 
hav'trr^j;  voluntarily  degraded  herself  I'rom  the 
gtalion  which  she  wne  originally  entitled  U* 
bold,  I  would  8upiKi>rt  her  oid)-^  lit  that  which 
•he  herself  had  eno"»ca;  and  wouhl  not  put 
her  on  a  level  with  niv  other  daughters.  You 
are  to  consider.  Madam,  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  maluljLin  the  xuborrlination  of  civilised  so- 
ciety ;  and  when  there  is  a  i^mss  and  shameful 
deviation  from  rank,  it  should  be  punished  so 
as  to  deter  others  frf>m  the  s:ime  perversion." 

After  frequently  considering  this  subject, 
I  am  more  and  more  eonfinned  in  what  I  then 
meant  to  express,  and  which  was  sanctioned 
by  the  authority  and  illuntruted  by  the  wis- 
dom of  Johnson;  and  I  think  it  of  the  utmost 
eonsoiiuence  to  the  hiippii^esH  of  society,  to 
whii'li  subordination  is  aiisotutely  neeest^ary. 
It  is  weak  and  contemptible^  and  unworthy,  in  n 
parent  to  relax  in  suen  a  case.  It  is  sacnlicing 
general  advantajre  to  private  f<*elin{ja.  And 
let  it  be  considered  that  the  claim  of  a  ilaughter 
who  lias  iietcd  thus,  to  be  restored  to  her  former 
situation,  is  either  Auitastical  or  imjust.  If 
there  be  no  value  in  the  distinction  of  rank^ 
what  ilocs  slie  suffer  by  beinjr  kept  in  the 
situation  to  which  she  ha-s  descended  ?  If 
there  be*  a  value  in  that  distinction,  it  ought  to 
be  steudily  mainlained.  If  induliirence  be 
shown  to  such  conduct,  ;ind  the  otlenders  know 
that  ill  a  longer  or  shorter  time  they  shall  be 
received  as  well  as  if  they  had  not  contiuninaled 
their  bloiid  by  ft  base  alliance,  the  great  check 
upon  that  inortlinatc!  caprice  which  generally 
oecflsjons  low  niamagcs  will  be  removed,  and 
the  fair  and  comfortable  order  of  improved  life 
will  be  auscrabJy  disturbed. 

Lord  Chesteriiehrs  Letters  being  mentionc<1, 
Johnson  gaid,  '*  It  was  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  tJiey  had  so  great  a  sale,  considering  that 


Il»ey  were  the  letter?  of  a  statesman,  a  wit,  one 
who  had  been  *o  much  in  the  mouths  of  man- 
kind,  one  long  accustomed  virum  volilare  per 
ora."  ^ 

On  Friday,  31st  Mardi,  I  supped  with  him 
and  gome  friends*  at  a  tavern.  One  of  the* 
conipanj' ^  attempted,  with  \r^u  -  v  !  ''rward- 
ness,  to  rally  him  on  his  late  .  at  the 

theatre  ;  but  ha<l  rciison  to  m  . ...  ; .  ....-  teme- 
rity. **  WHiy,  Sir,  «U«l  you  go  to  Mt»,  Abiiig- 
ton's  benefit?  Did  you  see?"  Jounsok.  *^]Vo, 
Kir.'*  "Did  you  heiu*?"  JoFiitsoN,  "No,  Sir." 
**  Why  then.  8ir,  did  you  go?"  JoHnsoTi.  •* Be- 
cause, Sir.  she  is  a  favourite  of  the  jiublic;  and 
when  the  public  cares  a  thousandtli  ptm  for  you 
that  it  does  for  her,  I  will  go  to  jour  betielit 
too." 

Next  morning  I  won  a  small  bet  from  Liidy 
Diana  Bcauclerk,  by  asking  him  as  to  one  of 
his  particidarilicii,  which  lier  Lrnh  '■  •  '  •  I  I 
durst  not  do.   It  seems  he  had  be  rly 

observed  at  the  club  tfi  put  into  li  'm 

Seville  oranges,  after  he  had  sque<  'O 

of  them  into  the  drink  which  he  lij.  lu- 

self,  Beauelei'k  and  Garrick  t;dked  of  it  to  mc, 
and  seemed  to  think  that  he  had  a  straitge  uii* 
willingness  to  be  discovered.  We  could  not 
divine  what  he  did  with  them;  and  this  wnd 
the  bold  cpiestion  to  be  put.  I  saw  im  hia 
table,  the  spoils  of  the  preceding  night,  nome 
lrej>h  peels  nicely  scraped  and  cut  into  pieces. 
**0,  Sir."  said  I,  "I  now  partly  see  what  you 
do  with  the  squeezed  oranges  which  you  put 
into  your  pocket  at  the  club  "  JomrsoK,  **  I 
have  a  ^'at  love  for  them."  Boswxix  *'And 
pray,  Sir,  what  do  you  do  with  them  ?  Y'ou 
scrttpi»  them  it  secuis,  very  neatly,  and  what 
next?"  JoHSBON.  " Let  them  dr)%  Sir."  Bo»* 
WELL..  "And  what  next?"  Johthsos.  '^Kfty, 
Sir,  you  shall  know  their  fate  no  further." 
B08WEI.L.  "Then  the  world  must  lie  leiY  in 
the  dark.  It  must  be  sai<l  (assuming  :i  mock 
solemnity)  he  scraped  them,  and  let  tncm  dry, 
but  what  he  did  with  them  next  he  never 
could  be  prevaile«l  upon  to  tell."  JotiKfrox. 
"  Nay,  Sir,  you  should  mj  it  more  iuuiilm- 
tlcullv  : — he  could  not  be  prevailed  ufion,  ev«n 
V»y  hig  dearest  friends,  to  tell."  ^ 

lie  bad  this  morning  receive<l  his  diploma  «• 
Dmtor  of  Laws  from  tlie  University  of  Oxford- 
He  did  not  vaunt  of  Ids  new  dignity,  but  I  nn* 
dcrjrttiod  he  was  highly  plejtsed  with  it  I  fhall 
here  insert  the  progTcss  und  completion  of  that 
high  acndemicid  honour,  in  the  same  miuiUHr 
as  I  have  traced  hia  obtaining  that  of  Master 
of  Arts. 


*   TtjO  riuT.,  _  rRilRKU- 
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•  ••  Tt>  ftattot  r«inou»  through  th»  tnon«H«  of  mvn^ 
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«TO  THE  REV.  DR.  FOTHERGILL, 

Vkt-Ckaticdlor  of  tMa  Umvernty  of  Oxford,  to  be 

eommunieated  to  the  heads  of  housee,  and  prapoeed 

in  convocatum. 

"  Downing  Street,  March  3.  1775. 

**  Mr.  Vick-Cuanckllor  amo  Gknti,smxn,  — 
The  honour  of  the  degree  of  M.  A.  by  diploma, 
formerly  conferred  upon  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,  in 
consequence  of  his  having  eminently  distinguisbed 
himself  by  the  publication  of  a  series  of  essays,  ex- 
cellently calculated  to  form  the  manners  of  the 
people,  and  in  which  the  cause  of  religion  and 
morality  has  been  maintained  and  recommended  by 
the  strongest  powers  of  argument  and  elegance  of 
language,  re6ected  an  equal  degree  of  lustre  upon 
the  University  itself. 

**  The  many  learned  labours  which  have  since 
that  time  employed  the  attention  and  dbplayed  the 
abilities  of  that  great  man,  so  much  to  the  advance- 
ment of  literature  and  the  benefit  of  the  community, 
render  him  worthy  of  more  distinguished  honours 
in  the  republic  of  letters ;  and  I  persuade  myself 
that  I  shall  act  agreeably  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
whole  University,  in  desiring  that  it  may  be  pro- 
posed in  convocation  to  confer  on  him  the  degree 
of  Doctor  in  Civil  Law  by  diploma,  to  which  I 
readily  give  my  consent  ;  and  am,  Mr.  Vice- 
chancellor  and  Gentlemen,  your  affectionate  friend 
and  servant,  **  North."  * 


"DIPLOMA. 

**  CaneeUatiuSt  tnagistrit  et  schoiaree  Univereitatii 
OzomieneU  omnihut  ad  quoe  presentts  litera  per- 
venerint,  Molutem  in  Domino  sempiternam. 

**  SdatiMt  eirum  illustremt  Samuelem  Johneont  in 
oatni  humaniontm  literarum  genert  eruditum,  om- 
niumq^te  seientiarum  compreheneione  fdicitsimumt 
scriptis  tuitf  ad  popuUtrinm  mores  formandos  summd 
verborum  eUgantid  ac  sententiarum  gravitate  compo-  \ 
sitis,  ita  oHm  inclaniisse,  ut  dignus  videretur  eui  ab 
academia  sua  eximia  qutedum  laudis  preemia  deferen- 
tnrr  quique  vtnerabUem  Mugistrorum  ordinem  summd 
cum  dignitate  co-opiaretur  : 

**  Cikm  rerd  tundem  clarissimum  virum  tot  posted 
tantiqtte  labores,  in  patrid  prcuertim  lingud  ornandd 
et  aabiliemdd  feiiciter  impensi,  ita  insigniverint^  ut  in 
literarum  republicd  princeps  jam  et  primarius  jure 
kabeatur ;  nos,  eancellarius,  magistri^  et  scholares 
Unipersitatis  OxoniensUy  qud  talis  viri  merita  pari 
honoris  remuneratione  exaquentur^  et  perpetuum  sua 


>  Extracted  from  the  CoDvocation  Regltter,  Oxford.  — 
Bocwsu.. 

'  The  original  U  in  mj  pottcMion.  He  thowe«t  me  the 
diploma,  and  allowed  me  to  read  it,  but  would  not  consent  to 
mjr  taking  a  copy  of  it,  fearing  perbapi  that  I  thould  blaxc  it 
abroad  in  lii«  lifetime.  Ilia  objection  to  thit  appears  from 
the  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  in  which  he  scolds  her  for  the 
grossness  of  her  flatterj  of  him.  It  is  remarkable  that  he 
never,  so  far  aj  I  know,  assumed  his  title  of  Doctor,  but 
called  himself  Mr.  Johnson,  as  appears  from  many  of  his 
cards  or  notes  lo  mrself,  and  I  hare  seen  many  from  him  to 
other  persons,  in  which  he  uniformly  takes  that  designation. 
I  once  ohaerved  on  his  table  a  letter  directed  to  him  with  the 
addition  of  Esquire,  and  objected  to  it  as  being  a  designation 
mferior  to  that  of  doctor  ;  but  b«  checked  me.  and  seemed 
pleaaed  with  it,  because,  as  I  conjectured,  he  liked  to  tie 
somectmes  Uken  out  of  the  class  of  literary  men,  and  to  tie 
metfAj  genteel— mnfimtUkommeoomme  sns  autre — Boswkll. 
See  emU  p.  168.  n.  5.,  as  to  the  use  of  the  Doctoral  title ; 
but  I  suspiect  that  another  reason  why  Johnson  was  a  little 
reaerved  about  this  Oxford  degree  was,  that  he  did  not  much 
rdiah  the  appearance  of  owing  literary  distinction  to  Lord 


simul  laudis^  nostreeque  ergd  litenu  propensissimm 
voluntatis  extet  monumentumy  in  solenni  convoeatione 
doctorum  et  magistrorwm  regetUium,  et  non  r^entium, 
prtedietum  Samudem  Johnson  doctorum  in  jure  civili 
rtnundavimus  et  constiiuimus^  euamque,  sirtute  pra- 
sentis  diplomatiSf  singulis  juribus,  privilegiis  et  hono- 
ribust  od  istum  gradum  qudqua  pertimentibus,  frui  et 
gaudere  jussimus.  In  eujus  rei  testimonium  commune 
Universitatis  Oxoniemses  sigiUum  prtesentibus  apponi 
feeimus. 

**  Datum  in  domo  noUra  eonvocationis  die  trieesimo 
mensis  Martii,  anno  Domini  millesimo  septingentesimo, 
septuagesimo  quinto/'  ■ 


»  Viro  Reverendo  THOM^  FOTHERGILL, 

S,  T.  P,  Universitatis  Oxoniensis  Hce- Caneellario. 

"  S.  P.  D. 

**  SAM.  JOHNSON. 
**  Multis  non  est  opus,  ut  testimonium  quo,  te  pree- 
side,  Oxonienses  nomen  meum  posteris  eommenddrunt^ 
quali  animo  aceeperitn  compertum  faeiam.  Nemo  sibi 
plaeens  non  latatur  ;  nemo  sibi  non  placet,  qui  vobis, 
literarum  arbitris,  placere  potuit.  Hoc  tasnen  habet 
incommodi  tantum  benefidum^  quod  ndhi  nunquam 
posthdc  sine  vestra:  fames  detrimento  vel  lahi  liceat  vel 
cessare ;  semperque  sit  timendum  ne  quod  mihi  tarn 
eximia:  laudi  est,  vobis  aliquando  fiat  opprobrio.  Vale. 
7.  Id.  Jpr.  1775." 

He  revised  some  sheets  of  Lord  Hailes^s 
**  Annals  of  Scotland/*  and  wrote  a  few  notes 
on  the  margin  with  red  ink,  which  he  bade  me 
tell  bis  loraship  did  not  sink  into  the  paper, 
and  might  be  wiped  off  with  a  wet  sponge,  so 
that  it  did  not  spod  his  manuscript.  I  observed 
to  him  that  there  were  very  few  of  his  friends 
so  accurate  as  that  I  could  venture  to  put 
down  in  writing  what  they  told  me  as  his  say- 
ings. Johnson.  "  Why  should  you  write  down 
my  sayings  ?  "  lioswELL.  "  I  write  them  when 
they  are  good."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  you  may  as 
well  write  down  the  sayings  of  any  one  else 
that  ore  good.'*  But  trAere,  I  might  with  great 
propriety  have  added,  can  I  find  such  P 

I  visited  him  by  appointment  in  the  evening, 
and  we  drank  tea  with  Mrs.  Williams.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  been  in  the  company  of  a 
gentleman^  whose  extraordinary  travels  had 
been  much  the  subject  of  conversation.  But 
I  found  he  had  not  listened  to  him  with  that 


North,  with  whom  he  was  personally  dissatisfied  ;  and  because 
tbe  degree,  at  that  particular  moment,  might  look  like  a 
reward  for  his  po/itical  pamphlets. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale, 
which  Boswell  alludes  to :  — 

"  The  other  Oxford  news  is,  that  they  have  sent  me  a 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  with  such  praises  in  the  diploma 
as.  perhapa,  ousht  to  make  me  ashamed ;  they  are  very  like 
your  praises.     I  wonder  whether  1  shall  ever  show  them  to 

tou.'^  He  adds,  "  To-dAV  [Saturday.  1st  April]  1  dine  with 
lamiltoii ;  to-morrow  with  Hoole ;  on  Monday  with  P,4ra. 
dise  ;  on  Tuesday  with  muster  and  mistress ;  on  Wednesday 
with  Dilly ;  but  come  back  to  the  totmr."—  Letters. 

The  tourer,  says  Mrs.  Pioiai,  was  a  separate  room  at 
Streatham,  where  Dr.  Johnson  slept.  He  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  a  large  bow.windowed  bed-room  in  front  of  the 
house,  In  which,  under  the  name  of  "Dr.  Joktuon'g  room," 
I  slept  many  years  after,  and  was  pleaded  to  find  that  his 
writing  table  was  carefully  preserved,  and  that  even  the  blots 
of  his  ink  had  not  tieen  cleaned  away.  —  Cboxeb. 

3  Bruce,  the  Atiyuinian  traveller,  with  whom  he  had  dined 
that  day  at  Mr.  Gerard  Hamilton's.  —  Caoua. 
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fulJ  confidence^  without  which  there  is  little 
salisfactton  in  the  society  of  tnivcll<?rs.  1  waa 
curioua  U)  hear  what  opinion  so  able  a  juilge 
tos  Johnson  hiul  formed  of  hia  abilities,  imd  I 
asked  if  he  was  not  a  man  of  sense.  Johkson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  he  18  not  a  distinct  relator  ;  and  I 
BJiould  say,  he  is  neither  abounding  nor  de- 
li<'i*?jit  in  tsense.  I  did  not  perceive  any  supe- 
riorily  of  underslanding/'  Boswell.  "  But 
ivill  you  not  idluw  hini  a  noMeness  of  resolu- 
tion, in  |H!ni.'tnititig  info  distftnt  regions  f" 
JoiutsoN.  "  Thftt,  Sir*  is  not  to  the  present 
'purpose ;  we  aie  talking  of  sense,  A  lJ«^Ltiiig 
COCK  has  11  nobleness  of  resolution/' 

Next  day,  Sunday,  'id  April,  I  dined  with 
him  ftt  IMr,  Iloole's.  We  talked  of  Pope. 
Joiissox.  *'  He  wrote  his  'Duneiad'  for  fame. 
Tliiii  was  Ids  primary  motive*  Had  it  not  been 
iur  that,  the  dunces  might  have  railed  against 
him  till  they  were  weary,  without  his  troubling 
hiniiielf  about  tliem.  He  delighted  to  vex  them, 
iin  doubt  i  but  he  had  more  delight  in  seeing 
how  well  lie  could  vest  them." 

The  ''Odes  to  Obscurity  and  Oblivion,"  in 
ridicule  of  *'  cool  Ma^on  and  warm  Gray," 
being  mentioned^  Johnaon  said,  "They  are 
CVtlnutn  s  best  things."  Upon  its  being  obsri^'ed 
that  it  was  believed  these  Odes  were  maile  by 
Cohnun  and  Lloyd  jointly;^  Johnson.  "Nay, 
Sir,  liow  cnii  tvfo  people  make  an  ode? 
Perhttiis  one  made  one  of  them,  nnd  one  the 
other.'  I  observeti  that  two  people  had  inade 
n  plav,  and  (|urtted  the  anecdote  of  Beaumont 
iittd  f''let(?her,  who  were  brought  under  susjd- 
eion  of  IreiLson,  because  while  conccrtijig  the 
plan  of  a  tragedy  when  sitting  to^etl>er  at  a 
tavern,  one  ol  th'^m  wa,s  overheard  saying  to 
the  otlior,  "  Til  kill  the  king."  JuuitsoN.  "The 
ftrsf  of  these  0<lea  is  the  best ;  but  they  are 
lw)t!i  good,  They  exposed  a  very  bad  kinrl  of 
wnlinir.**'  BoswEiJ,.  "Surely,  Sir,  Mr,  Ma- 
eon's  ^^Ifrida*  is  a  fine  pftrnj :  at  Icjist  you  will 
allow  there  arc  some  good  pji!s.<ttges  in  it/* 
.Johnson.  "  There  are  now  and  then  some 
goud  imitations  of  Milton's  bad  manner."  * 

I  often  wonrlered  at  his  low  estimation  of  the 
writings  of  Gray  and  Mason.  Of  Gruy's 
jwetry  I  have,  in  a  former  part  of  this  work, 
e-x pressed  my  high  opinion;  and  for  that  of 


^Ir.  Mason  I  have  ever  entertained  a  warm 
admiration.  His  "Elfrida"  is  exnuisitc,  lioth 
in  poetical  description  and  moral  Kentiment ; 
and  his  ^' Caractacus  *'  i«  a  noble  dranni.  Hot 
can  I  omit  Piiying  my  tribute  of  praise  to  t.ome 
of  his  amalfer  pioms,  which  I  have  read  with 
pleasure,  and  which  no  «r''"         '    "  ;  lii 

me  not  to  like.     If  I  av  s 

not  tasting  the  works  of  .ii.,r^, ..i  .,  11 

ntore  have  1  wondered  at  their  ii  >f 

his  works :  that  they  shimld  be  i  u* 

his  energy  of  d iction,  to  his  5j  ilend< j  i  ^ 

and  comprehenition  of  thought.       >  .ly 

diU'cr  as  to  the  violin,  tlie  tlute,  the  bautbov  ( 
in  short  all  the  li^f?er  instruments ;  bnt  who 
can  be  insensible  to  (he  iiowcrful  impresaioM 
of  the  majestic  firgan  ? 

His  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny"  heii»g  meutioti- 
ed,  he  said,  "  1  think  I  have  not  been  atlaekod 
enough  for  it.  Attack  is  the  re- action ;  I 
never  think  I  have  hit  hanli  nnleia  it  re- 
bounds." BoswBix,  **1  don't  koow,  Sir, 
what  you  would  be  at.  Five  or  six  shol^  of 
small  arms  in  every  new$pai>erT  and  reprnteii 
cannonading  in  pamjihletif,  might,  I  thinlL, 
satisfy  you.  But,  Sir,  you'll  never  make  out 
this  mutch,  of  which  we  have  talked,  with  A 
certain  jKditicaJ  lady*,  since  vou  are  m  serere 
against  her  principles."  Johnson*  **Noy, 
Sir,  I  have  tlie  better  rhiince  for  that.  She 
h  like  the  Amazons  of  old;  she  uiiifit  be 
courted  by  the  sword.  But  I  have  not  bijen 
severe  upon  her."  Bosweu..  *'  Yes,  Sir,  y^iti 
have  made  her  ridiculous."  Johnson.  "  'That 
was  already  done.  Sir.  To  endeavour  to  rnuke 
her  ridiculous,  is  like  bttieking  the  chimney .** 

I  put  him  in  mind  that  the  landlord  at 
Ellon  in  Scotland  said,  that  he  heard  he  wa* 
the  greatest  nian  in  England,  next  to  Lord 
Mansfield.  "  Ay,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  the  excqitioa 
defined  the  idea.  A  Scotchman  could  go  no 
farther : 

*  The  force  of  Nature  could  no  fart  bur  go,'  " 

Lady  Miller  s  coUection  of  verses  by  fashion* 
able  jieople,  which  were  put  into  her  Vase  k% 
Batli-l']afiton  villa*,  near  Bath,  in  eonipctttion 
for  hntJorary  prize?,  being  mentioned,  he  held 
them  very  cheap;  *^ Boilu-rimh^*  saitl  hei  **!• 


'  Cr»y*s  Odra  «t*  fttU  on  everf  tubJc  iind  In  OTery  moatli.  ■»»,•,  ». 

nn<T  ^}^t<rc  am  niw.   !  hHfi-tr--   n  Jo«<»i)  llb^•^l^»  lit  Knieland  i  niv  lo  d 

I  i(«^rt  to  lurij  OAriiCtHrm  ,  rorciKl  to 

—    ■Hj'prcUy.'"  I  believe  i  turnnl  a  ' 

t.  ttiaitrir  a' 

,  to  whom  th**rr   U  '    Mr«.  Vfr> 

..  -          -       -  i- .      -    .  i,rannjf,w"  m  fcmttle  I  f*"!- • 

/j.jo -.n'.'— I.  w.iKu*.      Ill  VV  tik*"*  *  uti^r*  to    lj|i  dftujrhtcr  oh-a 

thi  r'-  Jirr  iTi.iriy  {'•^''ticulim  ut  ftiid  alluilunf  to  titl*  eccentric  tlif 

tir<nrniii   —  M  1  "I  1.  ',''1'.  '    \\i'\ 

•  The   foil  '     ■  '    ■ 

trltcri,  wrll  . 
farrr  ;   _"  \  . 


Rich,  Afid  lltlcr  tn  thn  kMond  LAity 

<tfi  flMiTi   At    fTflfli-Paitnu' 


,  who  carrM 


» 


tk  mere  coocoit,  ainJ  an  oW  conceit  mw;  1 
woniler  how  people  were  persua<)ed  to  write  in 
that  muntii'r  for  tlii»  \m\y,  I  named  s  genlle- 
mim*  of  his  acquaintance  who  wrot*;  for  the 
Vnsc.  JoHNaoif.  **  lie  was  a  bluekhead  for 
hit  pain*."  linsw^Li..  "The  Duche*t>t  of 
Noithurjibt'rI;in<i  wrote/**  Johnson.  *' Sir, 
lji«*  Dtichesft  of  Northumticrland  may  rlo  what 
■he  pleoFiyi :  nol^iody  will  say  any  Ininjf  to  a 
IjuJy  nf  hiT  hi^li  rank.  But  1  should  l»e  iqjt 
to  throw  ••♦•♦•'ji  Vermel  in  his  face/* 

I  talkccl  of  the  cheerftdness  of  Fleet  Street, 
owint!^  to  the  constant  quick  8ueee*<sion  of 
ptTipfe  which  we  perceive  pususing  thmngh  it. 
Jon>*oM,  "  Wliy,  Sir,  Fleet  Street  has  a  very 
iiniiuatcd  appearance;  but  I  think  the  lull  tide 
of  human  exiatenee  is  at  Charing  Cross  " 

Ho  made  the  «onimon  rcm.irk  on  the  unhap- 
pinejis  whieh  men  who  have  led  a  bu^y  liie 
experienee,  wheti  th*^y  retire  in  expeei^iliom  of 
enjoyitiy  theJiiftfU'L'-s  at  wise,  and  that  they 
jfenerally  lanffui^li  lor  want  of  their  habitual 
oiNfKi.  ^i.p  luid  wish  to  return  to  it  He 
nj  'Htroii;;  an  instanee  «»r  this*  as  cnn 

wcl  ^med.  "An  eminent  tallowchandler 

in  London,  who  had  ac(|ulred  a  considerable 
fortune^  gave  np  the  tr«de  in  fjivour  of  his 
forcjuan,  and  went  to  live  at  a  country-houjte 
near  town,  lie  smjn  grew  weary,  and  paid 
ffWjaetit  vinira  to  hiii  old  shop,  where  he 
dcsmMl  they  iui,t»ht  let  him  know  their  melting' 
day 9,  nnd  he  would  come  and  tasisi  them  ; 
which  he  aecordingly  did.  Here,  Sir,  woa  a 
.,  ,..  *,T  yffY^c^xi^  the  most  dis)ruatin<j  circum- 
in  the  bixsines*  to  which  he  had  been 
I. -4  ;  ,;;m  h  » ■!"'<' (Vom  idleness." 


CHAPTER  XLIX, 
1775. 

Ptltie  SprnktHfi.  —  y(altttet  mjniitwt  firihery,  —  CV'A- 
hrt't  Cfimedimt.  —  (weutilily  nnd  Mnr(dit*f,  — 
CJUWrt    II                           '          "  '    '  — 

Vhrk*U^f*it*  <  <n'» 

/<u/y,  — •*  i.„,     /  .,,., -     .',.,....,*,«. 

—  yfr».  Prttctuint^  —  J/iijtffiHetBt — GcuertU  Oytc- 
tkerfx.  —  Sfifkilf -rttie  t\jrt$,  —  Patromt^r,  — 
(jird  fimtt,  ■ —  Good  Fridtty.  —  Londtm.  — .  Cnm^ 
Mrrrr,  —  fVi/wr  of  KnovltfJfff.  —  Lit«rf$ry  Famf, 

—  fmJI^pHfjf.  —  •*  ;Vi7  odmrarL''  —  AtitaniagtB  o/ 
nmding. 

Oa  Wednet»day,  5thApril|  I  dined  wltlt  him  at 


■>a0tit.  I»f  hw  Ctrw  ihr  DurhMi  of  Northnmi»prUnt|  ;  r«. 

it^ffy  tr»  mufcr  thrrr.  Itr  <'''nrTtl'tn  fhr  rrnrrnbir.  iHni —  ; 


Messieurs   DillyX  with  Mr.  John  8«>tt 

Amwell, the  Quaker*,  Mr.  Langton,  Afr.  Miller' 
(now  Sir  John),  and  Dr.  Thomas  Caajphell*/ 
an  Irish  clerpymnn.  whom  I  took  the  liberty  of' 
inviting  to  ftlr.  Ditly's  table,  having  seen  nim 
at   Mr.  'Dirak's,  mid   been   told   that  he  hud 
oome  to  Fnjfland  chiclly  witli   a  view  to  aeo 
Dr,  Johnson,   for  whom    he   entertained    the 
highest  venirafion.     He  hiis  since  published 
♦*  A   Philosopliical    Survey   of   the   Soutli   of ' 
Ireland/'    a   very    entertaining  book,    which 
ha!s  however,  one  fault  —  that  it  asauiuetf  the 
fntiti»)<is  character  of  an  Englishman. 

We  talked  of  public  speaking.  JoHjiaoit. 
"  AVe  must  not  estimate  a  maj/w  iKiwer>t  by  Ida 
l>eitig  al>lcornot  able  to  deliver  his  t^ntiments 
in  public.  Isaac  Hnwkius  Browne,  one  of  the 
first  wits  of  this  country,  \i,oX  into  parliament, 
ami  never  opened  his  mouth.  For  my  own 
part,  1  think  it  is  more  disarrwccful  never  to  try 
to  speak,  than  to  try  it  ami  fail ;  n»  it  is  more 
dis^niceful  not  to  tiglit,  than  to  fight  and  ho 
Ijeaten."  This  argument  appeonnl  to  me  falla- 
cious ;  for  if  a  man  has  not  spoken,  it  mav  !« 
tiaid  that  he  would  have  done  very  well  d*  ho 
ha»l  tried ;  whcrens,  if  he  has  tried  and  fmled, 
there  ts  notliing  to  be  said  for  hlnr  "  Why, 
then,"  1  asked,  *^iijit  thoup'  ^  ful  for  a 

mau  not  to  tight,  and  no;  A  not  to 

speak  in  public?"  John,'^<>.%.  intJia.^se  there 
tnay  be  other  reasons  for  a  man  s  nut  s^NJiak* 
in^I  in  public  than  want  of  re;?olulIi>n  :  he  may 
have  notliing  to  say  (Inuyhing).  Wiiere;is,  Sir, 
you  know  courage  is  reckoned  the  g^eate^t  of  alt 
virtues;  because,  unless  a  man  ha*  that  virtue,.! 
he  ha*  no  secuiity  for  preserving  any  other. 

He  observed,  that  **  the  Mtatute^  .igainiHiJ 
bribery  were  intended  to  prevent  upstnrU  with ' 
money  from  getting  into  purliament :"  a«lding, 
that  **  If  he  were  h  gentleman  t»f  luniled  pro- 
perty, he  would  turn  out  all  hu*  tenanfji  whoj 
did  not  vote  for  the  ctuididate  whom  he  &up- , 
ported."  Lawoton.  **  Would  not  that.  Sir,  bo] 
cheeking  the  freinlom  f<f  election?"  Jon>f< 
SON.  *^  hir,  the  law  doe*  not  mejiii  that  the 
privilege  of  Vi*ti«g  should  be  indcpcmleni  of  j 
oUl  family  interest,  of  the  [>ermancni  property) 
of  the  country.**  1 

On  TliUTMiay,  6th  April,  T  <nned  with  biiill 
atMr/rhomuii  Davic^X  widi  .Mr.  Hickey  ^,  thej 
painter,  and  my  old  acquuintunee  Mr.  Moody, 
tlie  player. 

Dr.  Johnson,  as  usual,  f poke  eontcmptunitalj 
of  Colky  Clbbur.    **  It  u  wonderful  tliat  i 


«  \juXS  KUtalwth  SPfnumr  nianlnl.  lit   I74li,   lilr    Hi 
itliMion  V  •■       ■    ■—  . 


.•i!rr    l1»lcii*    at  l\\\\    H. 


'h-.;-... till-, (..I-.   ■!■.     I'   .'I    -I      i-lMr, 

CU^fMt'iit.  itvmr  Until,  mUKxv  h<'  •iir4  lo  l«iM. 


H. 


I*.  *.'.  >J<!>,.iUa_V, 
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man,  who  for  forty  years  liad  ljve«l  with  Mie 
STciit  and  the  witty,  sliinild  liave  nctjuired  ao 
ill  the  taJents  of  <onversation  :  and  he  had  but 
half  Ui  furnish ;  for  one  hidf  of  whttt  he  Raid 
was  oaths."  He,  however,  sUlowcd  r<tnHi<kTab!e 
nvir'il  to  soma  of  bis  comedies,  nnd  saj<l  there 
WiiM  no  reason  Uy  believe  that  the  "  C!jirel('S3 
lIuKbond "  was  not  written  by  himself*  DavJes 
♦•aid,  he  weuji  tike  first  dramatic  writer  who  in- 
f  rodiiivd  genteel  ladies  ujmn  the  ^age.  Julin- 
8on  refuted  his  observation  by  instancing  severol 
fciuch  cbarueters  in  comedies  before  hia  time* 
Da  V  tEs  (tiying  to  defend  himsel  f  from  a  chivrge 
of  ignornnce),  "  I  mean  "[enteel  moral  ebarae* 
tcTs/'  "I  think."  said  ifickey,  "gontilitv  and 
morality  ure  insepftrnlflc."  Boswkll.  **IJyiio 
means,  Sir,  The  centeelejit  characters  urc  oiXen 
the  most  imumral.  Docs  not  L<^»rii  Chester- 
field jj;ive  prercpiii  for  iinitin]jf  wickedness  .and 
the  griw^cs?  A  man,  indeed,  is  not  genteel 
when  he  gets  drunk ;  but  most  vices  may  be 
committ4?d  very  genteelly :  a  man  may  debauch 
hta  friend's  wife  genteelly  :  he  may  cheat  at 
ciU'dtf  gcnteellv"  Hicket.  ** I  do  not  think 
that  k  gent4.»cf,"  Bo&well.  '*  Sb\  it  may  not 
be  lite  a  gentleman,  but  it  may  be  genteel." 
JonNsoN.  "You  are  meaning  two  <li£It.'rent 
thing!*.  One  means  exterior  grace  ;  (he  utiier 
honour.  It  i*  certain  that  a  man  may  be  \erj 
immoral  with  exterior  grace.  Lovelace,  in 
*  Clarissa,'  is  a  very  genteel  and  a  very  wicked 
chanicter.  Tom  Ilijrvey  ',  who  died  t'other 
day,  though  t\  vicious  man,  was  one  of  the 
genleelest  men  that  ever  lived."  Tom  Davies 
mstrmced  Charles  the  SeconiL  Johnson 
(taking  fire  at  an  attack  n|»on  that  I*rince, 
for  whom  he  had  an  extraordinary  partiality). 
"  Chttrh:s  the  Stjcoml  w:ta  licculiotu.  in  his 
practice;  but  he  always  had  a  reverence  for 
what  was  gcxid.  Charlea  the  Seconti  knew  his 
pcoi>le,  iind  rewarded  merit.  The  church  was 
at  no  time  better  filled  than  in  his  reign.  He 
vras  the  best  king  we  have  had  from  his  time 
till  the  reign  of  our  present  Majesty,  except  J 
Jamea  the  Second,  who  was  a  very  good  king*, 
but  unhappily  believed  that  it  waa  necessary 


«  ^*e  OMti,  J*,  ivi.  n.  4,  ^  C. 

"  All  (hii  «f«ini  to  cnntfJtry  tA  liittfiiical  truth  and  cnm- 
tnnti  srTisr.  tfi.it  I  rtnnf>t  nrrotint  for  It.  \Vf  are  not  now 
l«Wi:lM     '  '   >u1dtL«vecoOllritied  tu  1775 

•n  Hril 

*  *'  '  l**"*?!.  "  irHiement  aj^lntl 

w,r,.-  > ..  .1......I  ,.,   y  ni'blftnan't 

sttintrii  1  wif 


fi>r  the  aalvation  of  hia  subjccta  that  tliev  fhouM 
be  Uoman  Catholics,  //e  had  the  merit  vi'  eo- 
dottvouring  to  do  what  he  thought  was  liir  the 
salvation  of  the  wtJaof  his  subjecis,  tdl  he  lost 
a  great  empire.  He,  who  thou  '  '  uc 
should  not  be  saved  if  we  were  IJ  h*- 

lics,  hud  the  merit  of  ns  •  ■  -  ^.n  i-  irjjujn, 
at  the  expense  of  subn  <'lvc!«  tn  the 

government  of  King  AV  il t  <  .uld  not 

be    done  otherwise) *— to  tii  unit   of 

one  of  the  most  wurildcssac"  lui  cvca* 

existed.^     No,   Chm'lt^   the  Second   was   not 

such  a  man  as *  (naming  anotlver 

king).  He  did  not  destroy  his  fatiier's  wilL 
He  took  money,  indeed,  fruni  France :  but  hi! 
did  not  betray  those  over  w^hom  he  ruled  :  hci 
did  not  let  the  French  llect  pass  ours.  Uoorge 
the  Firsit  knew  uothing,  and  dcMlred  to  know 
nothing;  did  nothing,  and  deaired  to  do  no- 
thing ;  and  the  only  good  thing  that  is  told  of 
him  is,  that  he  wistied  to  re8l<u-e  the  thrown  to 
its  licreditary  successor.'*  He  roared  with 
prodigious  violence  against  George  the  8i*c<md» 
vVheu  he  cea«exl,  Moo<ly  interjected,  in  an 
Irish  tone,  and  witli  a  comic  look,  "  Ah  1  poor 
George  the  Second." 

I  mentioned  that  Dr.  Thomas  CamplKdl  hwl 
come  from  Ireland  to  Londou,  principally  to 
see  Dr.  Johns^m.  He  8eeme<l  angry  at  this 
observation.  Davjse,  "  Why,  you  kmiw.  Sir, 
tlicre  came  a  man  frtim  Spain  to  sec  Liv y  * ; 
and  Corclli  came  to  England  to  gee  Pur  cell  •, 
ttiid  when  he  heai'd  be  waa  dead,  went  directly 
back  again  to  Italy."  Johsson.  "I  should 
not  have  wished  to  be  dead  to  diiuppjoint 
Campbell,  ha^l  he  Wen  *o  foolish  rs  you  refjre- 
sent  him  ;  but  I  tihoidd  have  wished  to  fmro 
been  a  hundred  miles  off."  This  was  ap(>a'> 
rently  perverse;  and  I  do  believe  it  was  not 
his  real  way  of  thinking:  he  could  ncjt  but  like 
a  man  who  came  so  far  to  see  him.  He  bughe<l 
with  some  complacency,  wheu  1  told  him 
Campbelfs  odd  expre^ssion  to  me  concerning 
him :  **  That  having  seen  such  a  man,  wm  a 
thiu«r  to  talk  of  a  century  hence/*  —  oc  IT  lio 
could  live  ao  long,' 


cootmry,  hli  MiUettj  put  It  Into  hi«  r^  ..t 

of  the  rtynm,  without  uru'ring  a  wor<l .  ,  ht 

klnjt  Tip»cr  mpDtiiiticd  the  will  morr,  u» 

fir<H!*,  informtd  Itiii  pubtir  tbat  the  mill  v.n'.  i  untL  At  U^il 
that  itt  Uijanctlon*  wprc  ucvrr  rul&lled.'*  —  Cltua^a. 

•  I'lin.  Epl»i.  Lib.  If.  K|k  3.  —  BwirBtL, 

^  Mr,  Djivir*  wn»  here  mUtJikutt.     CoreUI  fiffvr  wn  la 


th* 


W.r.;|  E"Kl-^--nt*NtT. 


11. 1  h.r.'  1..I. 

-  at  club  t(i 

—  t»iU  u  r.i: 


i(  Mr.  L>Ulf  1  talil 
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We  got  into  an  argument  whether  the  judges 
vrho  went  to  India  might  with  propriety  engage 
in  trade.  Johnson  warmly  maintained  that 
they  might;  "For  why,"  he  urged,  "should 
not  judges  get  riches,  as  well  as  those  who 
deserve  them  less  ?  "  I  said,  they  should  have 
sufficient  salaries,  and  have  nothing  to  take  off* 
their  attention  from  the  affairs  of  the  public. 
Johnson.  "  No  judge,  Sir,  can  give  his  whole 
attention  to  his  office;  and  it  is  very  proper 
that  he  should  employ  what  time  he  has  to 
himself  to  his  own  advantage,  in  the  most  pro- 
fitable manner."  "Then,  Sir,"  said  Davies, 
who  enlivened  the  dispute  by  making  it  some- 
what dramatic,  "  he  may  become  an  insurer ; 
and  when  he  is  going  to  the  bench,  he  may  be 
stopped,  —  *  Your  Lordship  cannot  co  yet ; 
here  is  a  bunch  of  invoices ;  several  ships  are 
about  to  sail. '  "  Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  may  as 
well  say  a  judge  should  not  have  a  house ;  for 
they  may  come  and  tell  him,  *  Your  Lordship's 
house  is  on  fire ;  *  and  so,  instead  of  minding 
the  business  of  his  court,  he  is  to  be  occupied 
in  getting  the  engines  with  the  greatest  speed. 
There  is  no  end  of  this.  Every  judge  who  has 
land  trades  to  a  certain  extent  in  corn  or  in 
cattle,  and  in  the  land  itself;  undoubtedly  his 
steward  acts  for  him,  and  so  do  clerks  for  a 
great  merchant.  *  A  judge  may  be  a  farmer, 
but  he  is  not  to  feed  his  own  pigs.  A  judge 
may  play  a  little  at  cards  for  his  amusement ; 
but  he  is  not  to  play  at  marbles,  or  chuck  far- 
things in  the  Piazza.  No,  Sir,  there  is  no  pro- 
fession to  which  a  man  gives  a  very  great  pro- 
portion of  his  time.  It  is  wonderful,  when  a 
calculation  is  made,  how  little  the  mind  is  ac- 
tually employed  in  the  discharge  of  any  profes- 
sion. No  man  would  be  a  judge,  upon  the 
condition  of  being  totally  a  judge.  The  best 
employed  lawyer  has  his  mind  at  work  but  for 
a  small  proportion  of  his  time ;  a  great  deal  of 
his  occupation  is  merely  mechanical.  I  once 
wrote  for  a  magazine:  I  made  a  calculation, 
that  if  I  should  write  but  a  page  a  day,  at  the 
same  rate,  I  should,  in  ten  years,  write  nine 
volumes  in  folio,  of  an  ordinary  size  and  print." 
BoswBLL.  "  Such  as  » Carte's  History  ?  '  " 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  when  a  man  writes  l':om 
his  own  mind,  he  writes  very  raj)idly.*  The 
greatest  part  of  a  writer's  time  is  spent  in 


*  Yet  M>e  antf,  p.  299.,  how  he  censured  a  Judge  because 
he  wore  a  mund  hat  in  the  country,  aud  (armra  bis  own 
demenne.  —  Cbokeh,  1846. 

*  Johnson  certalnlv  did,  who  had  a  mind  stored  with 
knowledge,  and  teeming  with  Imagery ;  but  the  obserration 
b  nnC  applicable  to  writers  in  general.  —  Botwux. 

*  There  h&s  probably  been  some  mistake  as  to  the  terms  of 
tbb  supposed  extraordinary  contract,  the  recital  of  which 
from  heareay  afforded  Johnson  so  mucli  play  for  his  jiportive 
•cutMms.  Or  if  it  was  worded  as  he  supposed,  it  Is  so 
•trange  that  I  should  conclude  it  was  a  Jnlie.  Mr.  Ciirdener, 
I  aa  assured,  was  a  worthy  and  liberal  man.  —  Boswbll. 

*  Attkf  dub,  —  where,  as  Mr.  Hatchett,  from  the  records 
of  the  club,  informed  me,  there  were  present  Mr.  Charlei 
Tax  (president).  Sir  J.  Rernolds,  Drs.  Johnson  and  Percy. 

~  lucii-rk,  Boswcll.    Chamior,   Gibbon,  Langton, 
It  may  be  obserred  how  rery  rarely  noswell 
the  cooTersatlon  at  the  Club.    One  motiTe  of  this 
■flaacc,  probably,  was,  that  most  of  the  member*  were  still 


reading,  in  order  to  write;  a  man  will  turn 
over  half  a  library,  to  make  one  book. 

I  argued  warmly  against  the  judges  trading, 
and  mentioned  Hale  as  an  instance  of  a  per- 
fect judge,  who  devoted  himself  entirely  to  his 
office.  JoHNSoif.  ^Hale,  Su*,  attend^  to 
other  things  besides  law ;  he  left  a  great  estate.** 
BoswBLL.  "That  was  because  what  he  got 
accumulated  without  any  exertion  and  aniuety 
on  his  part." 

While  the  dispute  went  on,  Moody  once 
tried  to  say  something  on  our  side.  Tom 
Davies  clapped  him  on  the  back,  to  encourage 
him.  Beauclerk,  to  whom  I  mentioned  this 
circumstance,  said,  "that  he  could  not  con- 
ceive a  more  humiliating  situation  than  to  be 
clapped  on  the  back  by  Tom  Davies." 

We  spoke  of  Rolt,  to  whose  ^Dictionary  of 
Commerce'  Dr.  Johnson  wrote  the  preface. 
Johnson.  "  Old  Gardener,  the  booksel&r,  em- 
ployed Rolt  and  Smart  to  write  a  monthly 
miscellany,  called  *The  Universal  Visitor.* 
There  was  a  formal  written  contract,  which 
Allen  the  printer  saw.  Gardener  thought  as 
you  do  of  the  judge.  They  were  bound  to 
write  nothing  eJse ;  they  were  to  have,  I  think, 
a  third  of  the  profits  of  his  sixpenny  pam- 
phlet; and  the  contract  was  for  ninety-nine 
years.  I  wish  I  had  thought  of  giving  this  to 
Thurlow,  in  the  cause  about  literary  property. 
What  an  excellent  instance  would  it  have  been 
of  the  oppression  of  booksellers  towards  poor 
authors!  smiling. ^  Davies,  zealous  for  the 
honour  of  the  trmiey  said  Gardener  was  not 
properly^  a  bookseller.  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir ; 
tie  certainly  was  a  bookseller.  He  had  served 
his  time  regularly,  was  a  member  of  the  Sta- 
tioners' Company,  kept  a  shop  in  the  face  of 
mankind,  purchased  copyright,  and  was  a  bib' 
liopole^  Sir,  in  evenr  sense.  I  wrote  for  some 
months  in  *The  Universal  Visitor'  for  poor 
Smart,  while  he  was  mad,  not  then  knowing 
the  terms  on  which  he  was  engaged  to  write, 
and  thinking  I  was  doing  him  good.  I  hoped 
his  witj}  would  soon  return  to  him.  Mine  re- 
turned to  me,  and  I  wrote  in  '  The  Universal 
Visitor '  no  longer." 

Friday,  7th  April,  I  dined  with  him  at  a 
tavern,  with  a  numerous  company.^  Johnson. 
"  I  have  been  reading   *  Twiss's  Travels  in 


liTing  when  he  published,  and  might  not  have  approved  such 
a  breach  of  ■orial  confidence!  and  except  in  one  instance 
(post,  April  3. 177M)  he  confines  his  report  to  what  Johnson 
or  himself  mar  have  said :  he  is  also  careful  to  avoid  any 
thing  that  could  give  offence,  except,  I  think,  to  Mr.  Gibbon, 
whom  on  one  or  two  occaiions  he  seems  to  treat  with  lets 
reserve  than  the  others.  Whether  there  was  any  reason  for 
this  beyond  Boswell's  dislike  of  Gibbon's  scepticism,  I  know 
not.  But  in  fact  Boswell  and  Johnson  met  very  rardjr  at 
the  Club.  Boswell's  visits  to  London  were  not  more  tnan 
biennial  and  for  short  periods,  and  even  then  he  was  not 
a  regular  attendant  at  the  Club,  nor  indeed  was  Johnson 
after  Boswell's  admission ;  and  it  appears  by  the  records 
which  Mr.  Milroan  has  been  so  good  as  to  re-examine  at  my 


request,  that  they  never  met  there  above  seven  or  eisht 
In  their  whole  lives.    The  Club  had  the  honour  of  Anson's 
name,  but,  after  the  first  few  years,  vwy  Uttle  of  his  com- 
pany. —  Cko&bb,  1846. 
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Spain  ',  whicli  arc  juRt  come  out.  The^?  are  cis 
gooii  u»  the  first  botjk  of  tnivcU  that  you  will 
tiik«*  u]).  llifv  are  ta  gCMid  aa  Ujnse  of  Kcys- 
i«r  or  Bloinville;  nay,  as  Aildisini'g,  if  yau 
except  tbc  learning.  Tbey  aru  not  so  good  us 
Bryuone*»,  btjl  fJiey  are  iMHter  thiuj  Pococke*g. 
T  have  not,  indeed,  cut  tUe  leaves  yet  j  but  I 
Uftvc  reiul  in  them  wbere  the  pngea  arc  open« 
and  I  do  not  suppose  that  what  ia  in  the  pages 
which  are  closed  is  worse  than  wluit  ik  in  the 
op^'H  pftju'c*.  It  wouhl  5t»cni,"  he  jidded,  "  that 
Addison  hud  not  acquired  much  Itidiiin  leam- 
in;f,  for  wu  do  not  find  it  introduceil  into  his 
writinji^s.  Tht?  only  in.Htftnce  that  1  re€olle*!t  is 
bis  quotiiit*  *  Sfnpip  twm;  per  ittu*  meglio^  ato 

I  mentioned  Addison's  haivinf^  borrowed 
many  of  his  clai^sicsd  remarks  from  Lenndrn 
Alb«rti.^  Mr.  Bcauclerk  ssiitl,  ♦*  It  was  alh.';?od 
that  ht!  had  borrowed  also  from  anofher  It^dian 
nuthor."  Jounson.  *'  Why,  Sir,  all  who  iro  to 
look  Wif  what  the  classics  have  said  of  Itnly 
mtist  find  the  »iime  paasagea*;  aiid  I  should 
think  it  wotdd  ho  one  of  the  first  things  the  j 
Italians  wotdd  do  on  the  revival  of  learning, 
U>  <-oUei  tall  that  the  Homan  authors  have  sai«l 
of  their  country." 

Osdiun  being  mentioned  ;  —  Johssoj*,  "Sup- 
pni?in[r  the  Iri«h  and  Erse  languages  to  be  lue 
fluiiic,  which  I  do  not  believe  *,  yet  as  there  is 
no  reason  t<n  suppcjse  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Highlands  and  Hebrides  ever  wrote  their 
native  lan;xu.ige^  it  is  not  to  be  credited  that  a 
hmw  poem  wjis  preserved  among  them.  If  we 
hjwl  nu  evidemjie  of  the  art  of  writintj  being 
practised  in  one  of  the  eountie-5  of  England, 
we  iihould  not  believe  that  a  long  poem  wjti 
preserved  there^  though  in  the  neighbouring 
rounties,  were  the  same  luiigimge  was  spoken, 
th<!  inhahittintf  could  write."  Bkauclbkr. 
*'  The  ballail  of  *  Lilliburlero*  was  once  in  the 
mouilis  of  idl  the  people  of  this  country,  and  is 
sui(i  to  have  had  a  great  effect  in  bringing 
about  the  revolution.  Yot  I  question  whether 
any  body  can  reiwat  it  now^;   which   shows 
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how  improbable  it  i^  that  much  poetry  should 
be  preserved  by  tradition." 

One  of  the  company  suggested  an  trttvrnal 
objection  to  the  antiquity  of  the  poetry  said  to 
be  Ossian^s,  that  we  do  not  find  tlie  wnlf  in  it, 
which  mu^i  have  been  the  ca«c  had  it  Iteen  of 
that  age 

The  mention  of  the  wolf  bad  led  Johnimn  to 
thmk  of  other  wild  beasts ;  and  whil         '       ;  i  ni 
Reynolds  and  Mr,  Langton  wcixi  i :  » 

dialogue  about  something  which  ti  m 

earnestly,  he,  in  the  midst  of  ir.  jt, 

"Pennant  tells  of  beai-s."     What  ...    ....,.,  .i  { 

have  forgotten.  They  went  on,  »hidi  he, 
bein?  dull  of  hearing,  did  not  perceive,  or,  if 
he  <hd,  was  not  willing  to  breaK  off  ids  talk ; 
BO  he  continued  to  vociferate  his  remarks^  and 
hear  ("like  a  word  in  a  cuich,"  as  Beatielcrk 
said)  was  repeatetUy  heard  at  intervals ;  whi(\b 
coming  from  him  who,  by  those  who  did  tiot 
know  him,  had  been  so  often  assimilated  to 
that  ferocious  animal,  while  we  who  were  sit- 
ting round  could  hardly  stifle  laughter,  pro- 
duced a  very  hulierous  effect.  Silence  havingf 
ensued,  he  finxeeded :  "  We  are  tohl,  that  the 
black  bear  is  innocent ;  but  I  should  not  like 
to  trust  myself  with  him."  Mr.  Gibbon  mut- 
tered in  a  love  tone  of  voice,  "I  sihould  not 
like  to  trust  myself  with  yov^  This  piec«  of 
sarcastic  pleasantry  was  a  prudent  re^Mution, 
if  applied  to  a  comj>etition  of  abilities."^ 

ratriotism  having  become  one  of  our  topics, 
Johnson  suddenly  uttered,  in  a  strong  deter- 
mined tone,  an  apophthegm,  at  which  matif 
will  start:  —  "Patriatis'm  is  the  last  reftige  of 
a  scoundrel."  *  But  let  it  be  considered,  tJiai 
he  did  not  mean  a  real  and  love  of 

our  country,  but  that  pret'  >  iottanii 

which  so  many,  in  all  ages  an.;  ^...1.^1  .vs  have 
made  a  cloak  for  self-interest.  I  maintained, 
that  certainly  all  patriots  were  not  scuundxela. 
Being  urged  (not  by  Johnson)  to  name  odg 
exception,  1  mentioned  an  eminent  person^ 
whom  we  all  greatly  atlmired.  JourfsoN.  "  Sir* 
1  do  not  say  that  he  is  not  htmcst ;  but  we  huTO 


Allthnr."   l*lie  »on(f  will  be  found  irt  P»<ro'«  Rfl^ue*,  Toi.  IL 
p.  37G„  where  U  i%  aUrlbaUd  to  Lord  Wh*nnn,  —  MjlU. 
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no  reason  to  conclude  from  his  political  conduct 
that  he  is  honest.  Were  he  to  accept  a  place 
from  this  ministry,  he  would  lose  that  character 
of  firmness  which  he  has,  and  mi^ht  be  turned 
out  of  his  place  in  a  year.  This  ministry  is 
neither  stable,  nor  grateful  to  their  friends,  as 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  was ;  so  that  he  may  think 
it  more  for  his  interest  to  take  his  chance  of  his  I 
party  coming  in.**  I 

Mrs.  Pritchard  being  mentioned,  he  said,  | 
**Her  playing  was   quite   mechanical.     It  is  I 
wonderful  how  little  mind  she  had.     Sir,  she  i 
had  never  read  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth  all  | 
through.     She  no  more  thought  of  the  play 
out  of  which  her  part  was  taken,  than  a  snoe- 
maker  thinks  of  the  skin  out  of  which  the 
piece  of  leather  of  which  he  is  making  a  pair  of 
shoes  is  cut.*' 

On  Saturday,  April  8.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Thrale's,  where  we  met  the  Irish  Dr.  Camp- 
bell. Johnson  hwl  supped  the  night  befoi*e  at 
Mrs.  Abington*8  with  some  fashionable  people 
whom  he  named ;  and  he  seemed  much  pleased 
with  having  made  one  in  so  elegant  a  circle. 
Nor  did  he  omit  to  pique  his  mistress  a  little 
with  jealousy  of  her  housewifery ;  for  he  said, 
with  a  smile,  "  Mrs.  Abington*s  jelly,  my  dear 
ladvi  was  better  than  yours.'* 

Mrs.  Thrale,  who  frequently  practised  a 
coarse  mode  of  flattery,  by  repeatmg  his  hon 
mots  in  his  hearing,  told  us  that  he  had  said,  a 
certain  celebrated  actor  '  was  just  fit  to  stand 
at  the  door  of  an  auction-room  with  a  lon^ 
pole,  and  cry,  "  Pruy,  gentlemen,  walk  in ;  ' 
and  that  a  certain  author,  upon  hearing  this, 
had  said,  that  another  still  more  celebrated 
actor  ^  was  fit  for  nothing  better  than  that,  and 
would  pick  your  pocket  after  you  came  out. 
JouNsoN.  "  Nay,  uiy  dear  lady,  there  is  no  wit 
in  what  our  friend  added ;  there  is  only  abuse. 
You  may  as  well  say  of  any  man  that  he  will  pick 
a  pocket.  Besides,  the  man  who  is  stationed 
at  the  door  does  not  pick  people's  pockets; 
that  is  done  within  by  the  auctioneer." 

Mrs.  Thrale  told  us  that  Tom  Davies  re- 

>  ProbablT  Sheridan. —  Crokbk. 
•  Certalnfj'  Garnck;   the  author  was   perhaps.  Murphy: 

•  great  fnend  of  the  Thrale*.  and  who  had  occasional  d.ffer- 
enc«i  with  narrlck.  — Crokbr. 

>  .See  ante,  p.  133.  —  C. 
'*  I<et  mn  hrre  he  .illoweil  to  pay  niTtrilmte  of  most  tiiicere 

gratitudeto  the  memory  of  that  excellent  person,  my  intimacy 
with  whom  wa»>  the  more  valuable  to  me,  because  \nj  6rtt 
arqwdntancc  with  him  wa*  unexpected  and  unsolicited. 
^Min  after  the  publication  of  my  **  Account  of  Corsica,"  he 
did  mc  the  honour  to  call  on  me,  and  approaching  me  with 
a  frank  ourteous  air,  tald,  "  My  name.  Sir,  it  Oglethorpe, 
and  I  wish  to  t>e  acquainted  with  you."  I  was  not  a  tittle 
flattered  to  be  thus  addressed  bv  an  eminent  man,  of  whom 
I  had  read  in  Popt^  (Vom  my  early  years, 

"  Or,  driven  by  strong  benevolence  of  soul. 
Will  fly  like  Oglethorpe  from  pole  to  pole." 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  found  worth?  of  his  good 
opinion,  insomuch,  that  I  not  only  was  invited  to  m.ike  one 
In  the  many  respectable  companies  whom  he  entertained  at 
bis  table,  but  had  a  cover  at  his  hospitable  board  every  day 
vhen  I  happened  to  lie  disengaged;  and  in  his  society  I 
never  failed  to  enjoy  learned  and  animated  conversation, 
fCMoned  with  genuine  sentiments  of  virtue  and  religion.— 
BaKWBtl..    Sec  anii,  p.  36.  a  7.  —  C. 

>  **  Ur.  Johnson,"  says  Mrs.  Piozsi,  "  did  not  like  any  one 
who  said  they  were  happy,  or  who  said  any  one  else  was 
so.    '  It  was  all  cantt*  he  would  cry ;'  the  dog  knows  he  is 


peated,  in  a  very  bald  manner,  the  story  of 
Dr.  Johnson's  first  repartee  to  me,  which  I 
have  related  exactly.'  He  made  me  say,  **  I 
tons  horn  in  Scotland,*'  instead  of  "  I  come  from 
Scotland;"  so  that  Johnson's  aa3ring,  **lliat, 
Sir,  is  what  a  great  many  of  your  countrymen 
cannot  help,**  had  no  pomt,  or  even  meaning ; 
and  that  upon  this  being  mentioned  to  !!£*. 
Fitzherbert,  he  observed.  "It  is  not  every  man 
that  can  carry  a  hon  mot.^ 

On  Monday,  April  10.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
General  Oglethorpe*s  *,  with  Mr,  Langton  and 
the  Irish  Dr.  Campbell,  whom  the  Greneral  had 
obligingly  given  me  leave  to  bring  with  me. 
This  learned  gentleman  was  thus  gratified  with 
a  very  high  intellectual  feast,  by  not  only  beine 
in  company  with  Dr.  Johnson,  but  with  (xeneru 
Oglethorpe,  who  had  been  so  long  a  celebrated 
name  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

I  must,  again  and  again,  entreat  of  my  readers 
not  to  suppose  that  my  imperfect  reconl  of  con- 
versation contains  the  whole  of  what  was  said 
by  Johnson,  or  other  eminent  persons  who  lived 
with  him.  What  I  have  preserved,  however, 
has  the  value  of  the  most  perfect  authenticity. 

He  this  day  enlarged  upon  Pope*8  melan- 
choly remark, 

«*  Man  never  m,  but  always  to  be  blest" 

He  asserted,  that  the  present  was  never  a  happy 
state  to  any  human  being ;  but  that,  as  every 
part  of  life,  of  which  we  are  conscious,  was  at 
some  point  of  time  a  period  yet  to  come,  in 
which  felicity  was  expected,  there  was  some 
happiness  produced  by  hope.  Being  pressed 
upon  this  subject,  and  asked  if  he  reidly  was  of 
opinion,  that  though,  in  general,  happmess  was 
very  rare  in  human  life,  a  man  was  not  some- 
times happy  in  the  moment  that  was  present, 
he  answered,  "  Never,  but  when  he  is  drunk."  * 
He  urged  General  Oglethorpe  to  give  the 
world  his  Life.  He  said,  "I  know  no  man 
whose  Life  would  be  more  interesting.  If  I 
were  furnished  with  materials,  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  write  it."  ^ 

miserable  all  the  time.'  A  friend  whom  he  loved  exceedingly, 

told  him  on  some  orra<ioii,  notwithstanding,  that  his  wife  s 

I  sister  was  really  happy,  and  railed  upon  the  Udy  to  confirm 

I  his  assertion,  which  she  did  somewhat  roundly  a*  we  say.  and 

with  an  aoccnt  and  manner  capable  of  offifiiding  Dr.  Johnson. 

I  if  her  position  had  not  been  sufficient,  without  any  thing  mure, 

I  to  put  him  in  a  very  ill  humour.    "  If  your  stster-ln4:iw  is 

{  really  the  contented  being  she  pri>fesses  hers«'lf.  Sir,"  said 

he.  "  her  life  gives  the  lie  tci  everr  research  of  humanity  ;  for 

'  she  is  happy  without  health,  without  beauty,  without  mouev, 

I  and  without  under sunding."  This  story  he  told  me  himseir ; 

I  and  when  I  expressed  something  of  the  horror  I  fill,  "  The 

same  stupidity,"  said  he,  "which  prompted    her  to  extol 

felicity  she  never  felt,  hindered  her  from  feeling  what  shm-ks 

you  on  repetition.     I  tell  you,  the  woman  is  URiy.  and  sickly, 

and  foolish,  and  poor  ;  and  would  it  not  make  a  man  hang 

himself  to  hear  such  a  creature  sir  it  was  happy  ?  "  —  Anec. 

du^M.  —  Johnson's  own  habitual  disturbance  of  mind.  ren. 

dere<l  him  incredulous  that  any  one  else  could  be  coinpoced 

and  ha|ipy ;  and  to  it  roust  be  attributed  such  lamentable 

sallies  as  this.-.  Ciokbk. 

(  The  General  seemed  unwilling  to  enter  upon  it  at  this 
time ;  but  upon  a  subsequent  occasion  he  communicated  to 
me  a  number  of  particulars,  which  I  have  committed  to 
writing  ;  but  I  was  not  sutHciently  diligent  In  obtaining  more 
from  him,  not  apprehending  that  his  friends  were  so  soon  to 
lose  him  ;  for,  notwithstanding  his  preat  age,  he  was  very 
healthy  and  vigorous,  and  was  at  last  carried  off  by  a  viol«*nt 
fever,  which  is  oOcn  fatal  at  any  period  of  Ufe.  —  Boswrll. 
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Mr.  Scott  of  ArowcU's  Elegies  were  lying  In  j 
Uie  room.     Dr,  Johnsun  observed*  "They  ure  i 
very  well ;  but  gnch  as  twenty  people  mijjht,  ' 
write."     Upon   this  1  ioolc   occasion   to   con- 
irovcrt  IJorticc'iS  muxim^ 


mediocrtbus  i*s!>e  pot'tis 


Not!  D\,  nmi  hommes,  noa  couccsMjrccolurnna!:*'* 

for  here  (F  observed)  was  n  very  middle-rate 
poet,  who  pleased  many  readers,  and  thorefort* 
ptHjtry  of  A  middle  sort  was  entitled  to  some 
catecin ;  nor  uould  1  see  why  pt»etry  wh«)uld 
not,  like  every  thing  ebe,  have  difierent  grada- 
tions of  exeelient«,  and  consequently  of  value. 
Johnsion  repeated  the  common  remark,  that 
**tt«  there  is  no  necessity  for  our  havino;  jjoetry 
III  «!!,  it  heinyi  merely  a  luxury,  an  instrument 
of  pleiksurc,  it  c^in  have  no  value,  unless  when 
exquisite  in  its  kind."  1  dt»clared  myself  not 
ualislieii.  *'  Why,  then,  Sir,"  sidd  he,  '*  Horace 
iintl  you  mu?t  settle  it."  He  was  not  much  in 
the  humour  of  talking. 

No  more  of  his  conversation  for  some  days 
appears  in  my  journal,  except  that  when  a 
gentleman  t^dd  him  he  had  bouf^hl  a  suit  of 
lace  for  his  lady,  he  srud,  "  Well,  Sir,  you  have 
done  a  j;ood  thing  and  a  wise  thiii|f,*'  '*  1  have 
done  a  good  thing,''  said  the  gentleman,  '*  hut 
1  do  iM»t  know  that  1  have  done  a  wise  thing," 
JrtHNsos.  "  Yea,  Sir ;  no  money  is  better  spent 
than  what  h  laid  out  for  domestic  satisfaction. 
A  man  is  plea^jcd  ih.it  hU  wite  is  dre^^cil  aa  well 
OS  other  iieople ;  and  a  wife  is  pleased  that  she 
ift  dressea." 

On  Friday,  April  14.,  being  Gootl  Friday,  I 
repaired  to  him  in  the  morning,  according  to 
ray  usual  cUsStom  on  that  day,  and  brexdcfsiated 
with  him.  1  observed  that  he  fasted  so  very 
strictly,  that  he  did  rmt  even  tast*  bread,  and 
took  no  milk  with  hia  tea;  I  suppose  because 
it  is  a  kind  of  animal  food. 

He  entere*!  upon  the  state  of  the  nation,  and 
thus  disconrsetl :  "  Slr^  the  great  niistnrtune 
now  15,  tliat  government  has  ti>o  little  power. 
All  that  it  has  to  bestow  must  of  necessity  Ijc 


I  tl  i*  einuicr  that  aII  the  edicioili  ihnttld  tnliprjot  thli 
qoutatioo^  which  thould  br. 

Noil  homltic*.  iimi  Dl.  nun  coucriMire  cdlnmac 

*'But  God,  mid  man.  nnd  icUr-rcd  post  ihnl*» 
Tlidi  Pueu  ever  are  of  iiilildling  iJ«<'.  "—  Prontii. 

Hnr.  Art,  Pwt.  S70  —  CkuKER. 
•  Pfnm  lhl»  l«o  juit  uh«rrviit(on  thrr»*  urn  *.r,mr>  cmln'^nt 


given  tG  supp^jrl  itself;  so  tliat  it  CAnnot  reward 
merit.  No  man,  for  instance,  can  now  be  uutdc 
a  bishop  for  hia  leamin{j:  and  piety  * ;  his  only 
chance  for  promotinn  m  his  iMjing  connected 
with  somebody  who  has  parlianientarv  int4.'n?nt. 
Our  several  ministers  in  this  reign  have  out- 
bid eacli  otljcr  in  conces.nions  to  the  pi'ople. 
Lord  Bute,  though  a  very  honoundile  man, — 
a  man  who  meant  well,— -a  man  who  had  his 
blood  fuU  of  prerogative,  — wius  a  thenrctii-jd 
btate^man,  a  Ixwk-minister,  and  thi»ughi  this 
country  could  be  governed  by  the  influence  of 
the  crown  alone.  Tlien,  Sir,  lie  gave  up  a 
great  deal.  He  advii^cd  the  king  to  agree  that 
the  judges  should  hold  their  places  for  life,  in- 
stead of  losing  them  at  tlie  aceession  of  a  new 
king.  Lord  Bute,  I  suppose,  thought  to  maku 
the  king  popular  by  this  conc^'Ssion ;  but  llic 
jjeople  never  minded  it;  and  it  was  a  most 
im|wDlitic  measure.  There  is  no  reason  why  a 
judge  should  hold  his  office  for  life,  more  tl'ian 
any  other  pirrson  in  public  tn»5t.  A  judge  may 
be  purtiul  otherwise  than  to  the  crt>wii  * ;  we 
have  seen  judges  partial  to  the  populace.  A 
judge  may  become  corrupt,  and  yet  liii*rt!  may 
not  be  legal  evidence  against  hmi.  A  jmlgic 
may  become  froward  from  age^  A  judg*«  niaj 
grow  unfit  for  his  oflice  in  many  ways.  It  was 
desirable  that  there  should  be  a  |>os^!bilitr  of 
being  delivered  frum  him  by  a  new  king,  fbal 
is  now  gone  by  an  act  of  parliament  cj  gratdA 
of  the  crown.  Lor<l  Bute  iwU  ised  the  kma  to 
give  up  a  very  large  sum  of  money  *  '     b 

nobody  thanked  him.     It  was  of  <  a 

b»  the  king,  but  nothing  to  the  ]>  ,i# 

whom  it  was  divided.     When  I  sti  t« 

advised,  I  mean,  that  such  act^  .  .  ue 
when  he  was  minister,  and  we  are  to  fiupiio<« 
that  he  advised  htm.  Lord  Bute  showiHj  an 
undue  partiality  to  Scotchmen.  He  tun*ed 
out  Dr,  Nichols ",  a  very  eminent  man,  fr^mi 
being  physician  to  the  kmg,  to  make  room  for 
one  of  hjs  countrymen,  a  man  very  low  in  liJs 
pTT>fesjjiou.*  He  had  ♦•••♦•• '•♦•t  ,m,| 
*  •  *  • »  to  go  on  errands  for  him.     He  had 


bi»rorebim;  not  that  hi*  tKou«|liC  Uit*  jtidge  WA«  poMlbly  ta 
br  hribeil,  biit  that  bit  IntegHly  might  i»  ino  *rru|>nlO(i« ; 
and  thai  Oih  rMu>«»  of  tlir  crown  wi-re  alwafi  tiiutli-iotti^ 
whm  t\)f  pri«il«Kc«  of  ttib^ttrtt  were  coiTcemca."  —  Dr^irt^ 
lied,  (tf  Jttrt^inl-  —  P.  Ci  SMMJM  \« 

*  The  Tl/-  ■        I    .  .,-a 

lirforo    tli>  ',ij 

"■■ 'Ii 

I  .;»• 
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Main.. 
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oocMton  for  people  to  ^o  on  errand*  for  bim; 
but  Ii.  >i!i.nilil  not  have  Uad  Scotchmen;  and^ 
fv  should  uol  have  sufTered  thein  to 

bi  '  to  lilm  before  the  lirat  people  in 

Kitglutid.' 

J  ttild  liiin.  that  the  arlmisslon  of  one  of  thiim 
before  t!ie  firitt  peofile  in  Eogland,  which  had 
|fiv*«n  lilt!  ^t'trAluat  offence,  woa  no  more  than 
what  hiippeni?  ut  merv  iikinlstcr's  leveCt  where 
tho5i'  who  attend  lire  ailniittetl  in  the  order  that 
t\ury  have  c^me^  wliich  is  belter  than  iwlniitting 
thiim  flc«?ordiiig  to  their  rank  :  for  If  that  were 
In  1-.  <!..  ml-.  f\  man  who  has  waited  tdl  the 
I)  (;ive  the  mortification  to  see  a 

u  ,  ^0  in  before  him,  and  keep 

h  ^tilL     JoHNSos.  '*True,  Sir;  but 

f  1 1  i  idd  not  have  come  to  the  levee^  to 

t«*  iit  lUy  wttv  <jf  i^eoole  of  consequence.  He 
WW  Lont  liutc  tit  all  times;  and  could  huve 
»uJd  what  Ite  Imtl  to  wjiy  at  any  time,  as  well  na 
Hi  ilie  levee.  There  h  now  no  prime  minister  ; 
there  is  only  an  o^cnt  for  g^overnment  in  the 
House  of  ConanoiiM,  We  are  governed  by  the 
rabinel ;  but  tlicrc  h  no  one  head  there  since 
Sir  Hnhert  Walpole'y  time."  Boswkll.  *'W1uU 
iJien.  Sir,  is  tl'-  "<'•  '^♦'iiarliamenti''*  Jou?i&os. 
**  Why,  Sir,  i  ii  a  iarge  council  to  the 

kirn;;  aud  (i-  .-.vre  of  such  a  council  is, 

hATing  n  great  uuniber  of  men  of  property  con- 
ecrtied  in  the  legislature^  who,  for  their  own 
rent,  will  ni>t  consent  to  bad  laws.  And 
inujtt  have  observwl,  Sir,  the  administration 
t*  feeble  and  timid^  and  cannot  act  with  that 
iMilltority  and  resolution  which  is  necessary. 
Were  I  m  power,  I  would  turn  out  every  man 
ha  dared  to  ofipose  me.  Governiuent  has  the 
1  '    ■    '  '     ■'•        that  it  maybe  enabled 

1  I  y." 

»..    i,....,     ..     .idded,  "took  down   too 

ithout    budding   up   something    new/' 

**  Bfcau-Hc,  Sir,  he  toujid  a  rotten 

ing.     *l*he  political  coach  wo*  drown  by  a 

tet  of  bod  horse;! :  it  was  necessary  to  chauge 

them."      JoiiNtioN.     *^  But    he    should    have 

chit"j!<'*l  tltrm  one  by  one.'* 

I  r»  inibrmed  by  Mr.  Orme, 

Kant  Indira  were  belter 
lUr  iii-iiiiiudjiof  S<:«tland.  Jotis- 
u  country  ni:iy  be  maojK'd,  it  mu.st 
over."  ^'Nay,"  ssiid  J,  meanmj; 
h  iiifu  at  one  of  his  prejutlice^, 
I.    it  .w  p,..t  ,r,,,-ff,  nmp|)iuw  y" 

t'hurcbt  and 

oiojit  solemn 

.   I  remarked^ 

ill  the  immcu' 

I  ouboily  wits  heeded  by 

.  a»  no  fear  of  censure  for 

iuud  I' ri day,  as  it  ou^jht  to  be 

kejp^,  uid  UM  it  i*  kept  in  country  town^.     He 

pud,  it  w«js  ufion  toe  whole,  very  wcU  ob- 


nctf   titsjcf  vLu; 


serred  even  in  London.  He  however  owned 
that  London  was  too  large  * ;  but  addenil,  ^*  It  is 
nonsense  to  say  the  head  i»  too  big  for  the  lH>i]y. 
It  would  be  as  much  too  big,  though  the  )>oay 
were  ever  so  large ;  that  in  to  wiy,  though  th« 
country  was  ever  so  extensive.  It  has  no 
Bimilarity  to  a  head  connected  with  a  botly." 

Dr.  Wellicrell,  mjiater  of  the  University 
College,  Oxford,  accompanied  us  home  from 
church ;  and  alter  he  was  gone,  there  came 
two  other  jijciitlcmenH,  one  of  whom  uttered  tho 
cc^mmon-place  complaints,  that  by  the  iiicryna« 
of  taxes,  labour  would  be  dexu*,  other  nations 
would  undcr^iill  xis,  and  mtr  commerce  would 
be  ruined.  Johkson  (<<miiing).  "  Never  Icar, 
Sir;  our  commerce  is  in  a  ycxy  good  state ;  and 
suppose  we  had  no  commerce  at  all,  we  could 
live  very  well  on  the  produce  of  our  own  coun- 
try/* 1  cannot  omit  to  mention,  that  I  never 
knew  any  man  who  was  less  diypoi^ed  to  be 
quertiloua  than  Johnson.  Whethrr  the  Hul>ject 
waj?  hia  own  Hituation,  or  the  state  of  the  puhlie, 
or  the  state  of  human  nature  in  generiil,  though 
he  s;iw  the  evils,  his  mind  w:is  tJirucd  to  n'Kc>- 
lution,  and  never  to  whining  or  eora]ilaint. 

We  went  again  to  St.  Clement's  in  the  after^ 
noon.  lie  had  found  fault  with  the  preacher 
in  the  morninc  for  not  chciosing  a  text  adapted 
trk  the  day.  The  preacher  in  the  afteriKton  had 
chosen  one  extremely  pro]Xir ;  *'  It  \»  firii*ilie(t/* 

After  the  evening  service,  he  said,  *'  Come* 
YOU  shall  go  home  with  me^  and  fit  }u^i  an 
hour"  But  be  was  lietter  than  hitt  word ;  for 
alter  we  had  drunk  tea  with  Mr?>.  Willlamiis  he 
asked  me  to  go  up  to  hia  study  with  him^ 
where  we  sat  a  long  while  together  in  a  serene 
undisturbed  frame  of  miml,  gometiuies  in 
silence,  and  sometimes  conviTijing,  a*  we  felt 
ourselves  inclined,  or  more  projjerlv  sjH?aking, 
H*  he  was  inelined ;  for  during  all  the  course 
of  my  long  intiimicy  with  hiui,  my  rcwp^jciftil 
attention  never  abated,  and  my  wish  to  hear 
bim  was  such,  that  I  cou.'ttantly  watched  every 
dawnitig  of  communieatiofi  frooj  that  great 
and  illuminated  nimd. 

lie  observed,  ^*  All  knowledge  is  of  itself  of 
aome  value-  There  is  nothing  t*o  niinuto  or  in* 
considerable,  that  I  would  not  rather  know  it 
than  not*  In  the  same  munm'r,  uU  potver.  of 
whatever  sort,  h  of  itself  desirable.  A  man 
would  not  submit  to  leani  to  hem  a  rulilc  of 
hia  wife,  or  his  wife's  maid  :  but  if  a  mere  wish 
could  attain  it,  he  would  ruthiir  winh  to  be  able 
to  hem  a  ruffle."  * 

He  agnin  advised  me  to  keep  a  jourtmt  fully 
and  minutely,  but  not  to  inetition  ttueh  frilled 
JO*  that  meat  wai  too  much  or  too  little  dtujr, 
or  that  the  weather  was  fair  or  rainy.  He  hail 
till  very  near  his  rleath  u  contempt  for  the 
notion  that  the  weather  ufTccta  uiir  human 
fifunc 


IttiMtn   Mid  yi«t    !*■    haA   nn<«    i|t(rm{ilril    In    Irs: 
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I  told  birn  that  our  friend  Gold^mttli  biwl 
said  to  tn«:!  thiit  he  Lud  roiue  tuu  Tate  inU>  tlie 
wur!«J,  for  tlmt  l\mc  and  other  jM>elij  hud  loken 
up  the  |il,ice3  in  the  Temple  of  Fiimc ;  so  that 
OS  hut  a  few  at  iiny  period  can  pofiscsis  poetical 
r<!putJtlion,  a  injiu  of  {jji;uiuii  can  now  hardly 
lU'quirc  it.  Johksok.  "That  is  one  of  the 
moat  sifusiblc  things  I  huve  ever  hejird  of 
Goldsmith-'  It  is  ditEcult  lo  get  literary  fume, 
and  it  is  every  day  growiui;  niore  difBcult.  Ah, 
Sir,  that  should  make  u  nmn  thinlc  of  securin*; 
hnppinwia  in  another  world,  tv hich  all  who  try 
sincerely  for  it  may  attain.  In  comparison  of 
that,  how  little  are  all  other  things!  The 
belief  of  immortality  is  irapressed  upon  all 
men,  and  all  men  act  under  an  impression  of 
if^  however  they  may  talk,  and  though,  per- 
haps they  luay  bo  <«carL'ely  sensible  of  it. '  I 
«iiid,  it  appeared  to  me  that  some  people  bad 
not  the  leojst  notion  of  immortality;  and  I 
mentioned  u  dii!tin*;^uished  gentleman  of  our 
ncquaintmiee.  JonNao:*.  ♦'  Sir,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  notion  of  nnmorlalitv,  he  Avould  cut  a 
throat  to  fdl  his  pockets  "  When  1  quo(e<l  this 
to  Beauelork,  wlio  knew  mueh  more  r>f  the 
gentleman  than  we  did,  he  sai*l,  in  his  a«nd 
manner,  **  Ue  would  eut  a  tlirtiat  to  fill  his 
pockets,    if   it   were    not    for    fear   of   bein«: 

Dr.  Johnson  proceeded :  "  Sir,  there  is  a 
great  cry  nhout  infidelity:  but  there  are,  in 
reality,  vtiry  few  inJideliH.  I  have  heard  a  per- 
fitin,  imginally  a  t^'i^'^l^'-'i'*  ^'"^  now,  I  am  afraid, 
a  lytA^U  sav,  that  he  did  mtl  believe  there  were, 
in  all  Eii<i;[und,  alxjve  two  hundred  infidels," 

lie  wiw  piea*icd  to  say,  "  If'v'Hi  come  to  settle 
here,  we  wdl  have  one  day  in  the  week  oti  which 
we  will  meet  by  our*elve-!j*  That  is  the  happiest 
eonver».Htion  where  there  is  no  coni|K.litiou,  no 
vanity,  but  a  calm  tjuiet  interchange  of  senti- 
ments." In  his  private  register  this  evening  is 
thus  marked :  — 

"I  UrHinelt  Mt  t^ith  me  tUl  night;  we  had  same 
serious  tnlk/* ' 

It  hIi<io  apnears  from  the  same  recorfl,  that 
after  I  left  nim  he  waa  occupied  in  religious 
duties,  in 

"  giving  Fmncis,  his  servant,  some  directions  fiyr 
prL'iMmiiun  to  communicate  ;  in  r«vicwing  his  life, 
■I rill  r».'salvin«5  on  better  Cutiduct/' 


i  Goldimkh,  wha  rroti  a  groat  xUal  at  light  Frvocli  Ut^rJt- 
turpi,    pTobAlilr  Iwirrowrd   iIiIf    from    t.a  Briiir£»rc,      "  Le» 

JlUrl'TI-    -••    •••'■ '    'i •     -n    ,,.    r,,.../.,r.1    r.tl,.,' 

Iff  tl  "  .t 

cl»i'ii|  ii  111  till'  l.-at  '••  I 

whc'i!  iilaitioJ  flisit  1 

rtilh.  ■                            \vA  Ttiii'   if    •  i:,J 

ivA  *■  '  '\   liltii- 


fnftf  I 


I  KrtMt 

..MM         t       .hAll       IW 

•^  lu  itit' nnm^  of  thu 
it  U  10  b*  h»>]r«vd  141 


"Easter  Eve*  April  ] 5.  1775. — 1  n>vj  txwre 
cHfly  than  is  common,  afbr  a  night  dlKturhed  by 
flatulencies,  though  I  had  uki>n  so  little,  I  pniycd, 
but  tny  mind  was  unsettled,  and  I  did  not  fix  upon 
the  book.  After  the  bread  and  ten,  T  (ritk.j  ,nd 
About  three  ordiTcd  coSVe  And  buns  n  r, 

I  find  more  faintne^  and  uneasiness  i>  lian 

I  did  formerly,  —  While  coffee  wm  {jfcpuruig. 
Collier  came  in,  a  man  whom  I  had  not  sieen  for 
more  than  twenty  years,  but  whom  t  con«^Mltcd 
about  Macky'ft  books.  We  talked  of  old  friend* 
and  pajit  occurrence*,  and  cat  and  drsnk  together. 
I  then  read  a  little  in  the  Testament,  nud  tried 
Fiddkf^'s  Body  of  Divinity,  but  did  not  ietlle.  J 
then  went  to  evening  prayer,  and  wa«  tolerably 
compos4'd/'* 

The  humility  and  piety  which  he  dn»royers 

on  suoh  occasions  is  truly  edifying*  No  saint, 
however,  in  the  eourue  of  his  religious  warfare, 
was  more  sensible  of  th^  unhaimv  failure  of 
pious  resolves  than  Johnson.  He  iaid  one 
day,  talking  to  an  acf|uuintiince  ofi  thr  subject, 
**  Sir,  hell  ia  paved  with  goo<l  intenti*nii<."  * 

On  Sunday,  ItJth  April,  being  Easter-d»y, 
after  having  attended  the  solemn  service  at 
St.  Paul's,  I  dined  with  Dr.  Jidinson  and  Mrs, 
Williams.  I  maintained  that  Unntce  was 
wrong  in  placing  huppine^a  in  Nil  admirttri^ 
for  that  I  thought  admiration  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  nf  all  our  fcelinga ;  and  I  regretted 
that  1  had  lost  much  of  my  di^poi^iiinn  to 
a^hnire,  which  people  genendlv  tlo  aa  they 
a<lvance  in  life.  »tonN80N.  "  Sir,  a;^  a  man 
udvancGs  in  life,  he  gets  what  ia  bettcp  than 
admiration^  — jwigvient^  to  estimate  things  at 
their  true  value."  I  still  insisted  tliat  admira- 
tion was  more  pleasing  thsui  jud^Mnent,  na 
love  is  more  pleasing  than  friendship.  The 
feeling  of  frtendsihip  is  like  that  of  being  com- 
fortably filled  with  roast  beef;  love:,  like  being 
enlivened  with  champagne.  Jonwsoit.  ••  No, 
Sir;  admiration  and  love  are  like  being  in- 
toxicated with  champagne ;  Judpnont  and 
friendship  like  bein"  enlivened.  Waller  has 
hit  upon  the  same  thought  with  you " :  but  I 
don^t  believe  you  have  borj'owed  from  Waller. 
I  wish  you  would  enable  yourself  to  borrow 
more." 

He  then  tix»k  occasion  to  enlarge  on  the  ad- 
vantagea  of  reading,  and  combat^nl  the  idle 
superficial  notion,  t£at  knowledge  enough  may 


*   Thli    ' ,..^...1    r...,-..         ,'  11-.!.  •• ,. 

"U  full   . 

iUTft,    |>.     1 

bl»??t>ltll!  >'j   I  .  ^.   ;    .„ „., 

Umrani  _  »|»y    '  oaivdf  '  pti  iijip*  tk*  u\*k\m  Uiv  ru«il 
McUii  itt-tcrmmt  AperMi,  —  CtiuKtn,  IS4G. 


^„-fl, 


'  AmoT 

At  P< 


I  i>i*rt 


S«ii>Ti«r(*««'«  l>r«(ity'i  wImi-. 
Whirh  tomatlit^t  i!o('«  IrtcMno; 
S»irb  *  Uquof  u  no  bfTvlu 
Tlmt  Is  mortitl  c»n  •tutjUn/'-.D 
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be  acquired  in  conTersation.  "  The  foundation/* 
said  he,  **  must  be  laid  bj  reading.  General 
principles  must  be  had  from  books,  which, 
nowever,  must  be  brought  to  the  test  of  real 
life.  In  conversation  jou  never  get  a  system. 
What  is  said  upon  a  subject  is  to  be  jp^athered 
from  a  hundred  people.  The  parts  of  a  truth, 
which  a  man  gets  thus,  are  at  such  a  distance 
from  each  other  that  he  never  attains  to  a  full 
view.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

•*  April  17. 1776. 

**  Dkar  Sir,  —  1  have  inquired  more  minutely 
about  the  medicine  for  the  rheumatism,  which  I 
am  sorry  to  bear  that  you  still  want.  The  receipt 
is  this :  — 

**  Take  equal  quantities  of  flour  of  sulphur  and 
flour  of  mustard-seed,  make  them  an  electuary  with 
honey  or  treacle ;  and  take  a  bolus  as  big  as  a  nut- 
m^  several  times  a  day,  as  you  can  bear  it ;  drink- 
ing after  it  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  the  infusion  of  the 
root  (^  lovage. 

**  Lovage,  in  Ray's '  Nomenclature/  Ls  Icvistieum : 
perhaps  the  botanists  may  know  the  Latin  name. 
Of  this  medicine  I  pretend  not  to  judge.  There  is 
all  the  appearance  of  its  eflicacy,  which  a  single  in- 
stance can  afford :  the  patient  was  very  old,  the 
puD  very  violent,  and  the  relief^  I  think,  speedy 
and  lasting. 

"  My  opinion  of  alterative  medicine  is  not  high, 
but  quid  Unta$$€  noeebit  f  if  it  does  harm,  or  does 
no  good,  it  may  be  omitted ;  but  that  it  may  do 
good,  you  have,  I  hope,  reason  to  think  is  desired 
by,  Sir,  your  most  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

**  Sam.  Jouksok.** 
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Dinner  at  Owen  Cambridge's.  —  Female  Portrait 
Painteri.  — '*  Good-humoured  Feilowe." —  I»aac 
WaUon'a  "Lives."  —  Flattery .  —  History.-^ 
Early  Habits.  —  •*  The  Beggar's  Opera. "  — 
Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan.  —  Modem  Politics. — 
Sir  Roger  de  Coverley.  —  Visit  to  Bedlam.  —  Sun- 
day Consultations.  —  Gray's  Letters.  —  Alchymy. 

—  Johnson's  Laugh.  —  Letters  to  Langton^   Mrs. 
Thrale,  ^c.  —  Ramble  into  the   Middle    Counties. 

—  Tour  to  France. 

Ow  Tuesday,  April  18.,  he  and  I  were  engaged 
to  go  with  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  to  dine  with 
Mr.  Cambridge,  at  his  beautiful  villa  on  the 
banks  of  the  Thames,  near  Twickenham.  Dr. 
Johnson's  tardiness  was  such,  that  Sir  Joshua, 
who  had  an  appointment  at  Richmond  early  in 
the  dav,  was  obliged  to  go  by  himself  on  horse- 
back, leaving  his  coach  to  Johnson  and  me. 


»  TMi  topic  waa  protMbljr  sugKested  to  th«ftn  by  Miu 
RcfDold*,  who  practised  that  art :  and  we  ihall  »ee  th&t  one 
of  the  last  oocupatioat  of  Johnion't  1U«  waa  to  lit  for  bis 
ptctnre  to  that  ladj.  —  Ckokbr. 


Johnson  was  in  such  eood  spirits,  that  every 
thing  seemed  to  please  him  as  we  drove  along. 

Our  conversation  turned  on  a  variety  of 
subjects.  He  thought  portrait-painting  an 
improper  employment  for  a  woman.'  "  Public 
practice  of  any  art,**  he  observed,  **  and  staring 
m  men's  faces,  is  very  indelicate  in  a  female. 
I  happened  to  start  a  question,  whether  when 
a  man  knows  that  some  of  his  intimate  friends 
are  invited  to  the  house  of  another  friend, 
with  whom  they  are  all  equally  intimate,  he 
may  join  them  without  an  mvitation.  John- 
son. "  No,  Sir ;  he  is  not  to  go  when  he  is 
not  invited.  They  may  be  invited  on  purpose 
to  abuse  him,**  smiling. 

As  a  curious  instance  how  little  a  man 
knows,  or  wbhes  to  know,  his  own  character 
in  the  world,  or  rather  as  a  convincing  proof 
that  Johnson*s  roughness  was  only  external, 
and  did  not  proceed  from  his  heart,  I  insert 
the  following  dialogue.  Johnson.  *^It  is 
wonderful,  Sir,  how  rare  a  quality  good  humour 
is  in  life.  We  meet  with  very  few  good- 
humoured  men.**  I  mentioned  four  of  our 
friends,  none  of  whom  he  would  allow  to  be 
good-humoured.  One  was  acid\  another  was 
muddy,  and  to  others  he  had  objections  which 
have  escaped  me.  Then  shaking  his  head  and 
stretching  himself  at  ease  in  the  coach,  and 
smiling  with  much  complacency,  he  turned  to 
me  and  said,  *^  I  look  upon  myself  as  a  good- 
humoured  fellow.**  The  epithet /elloWt  applied 
to  the  great  lexicographer,  the  stately  moralist, 
the  nuisterly  critic,  as  if  it  had  oeen  Sam 
Johnson,  a  mere  pleasant  companion,  was 
highly  diverting ;  and  this  light  notion  of  him- 
self struck  me  with  wonder.  I  answered,  also 
smiling,  "  No,  no.  Sir ;  that  will  not  do.  You 
are  good-natured,  but  not  good-humoured; 
you  are  irascible.  You  have  not  patience  with 
folly  and  absurdity.  I  believe  you  would 
pardon  them,  if  there  were  time  to  deprecate 
your  vengeance  ;  but  punishment  follows  so 
quick  after  sentence,  that  they  cannot  escape.*' 

I  had  brought  with  me  a  great  bundle  of 
Scotch  magazines  and  newspapers,  in  which 
his  "Journey  to  the  Western  Islands"  was 
attacked  in  every  mode ;  and  I  read  a  great 
part  of  them  to  him,  knowing  they  would 
afford  him  entertainment.  I  wish  the  writers 
of  them  had  been  present ;  they  would  have 
been  sufficiently  vexed.  One  ludicrous  imi- 
tation of  his  style,  by  Mr.  Maclaurin,  now  one 
of  the  Scotch  judn:es,  with  the  title  of  Lord 
Dreghorn,  was  distmguished  by  him  from  the 
rude  mass.  "This,**  said  he,  "is  the  best. 
But  I  could  caricature  my  own  style  much 
better  myself."*  He  defended  his  remark 
upon  the  general  insufficiency  of  education  in 
Scotland ;  and  confirmed  to  me  the  authenti- 
city of  his  witty  saying  on  the  learning  of  the 


•  The  acid  wai  Beauclerk.  The  muddy,  I  fear,  was  the 
gentle  Langton.  —  Crokre. 

'  Witneu,  on^,  p.  417.,  the  detcripUoo  of  Hawkettone. 
—  Croker. 
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Scotjcb  —  "Their  learnirijti;  13  liko  brend  in  11 
bu^ioged  tflwii ;  every  man  frets  u  littk-,  but  na 
iiiuji  ^et*  a  full  ineaL"  *  *'  There  is,"  saiil  he, 
"  tn  Scotkofi,  n  dUFusion  of  k-arning,  u  certain 
portion  of  it  widely  and  thinly  apreud,  A 
increhaiit  haa  as  much  learning  ii*  one  of  their 
dergry-'* 

He  talked  of  "  Isaac  Walton's  Lives,'*  which 
wjjs  one  of  his  moat  favourite  books.  Dr. 
Donnc'jj  life,  he  said,  was  the  most  perfect  of 
them.  He  obsen'ed,  that  "  it  wiis  wonderful 
that  Walt^ui,  who  was  in  a  \cry  low  situation 
of  life,  should  have  bet?n  familiarly  reeeiveil 
by  fo  many  great  men,  and  that  at  a  time 
when  the  ranks  of  society  were  kept  more 
flcparufc  than  they  arc  now.*"  He  snppofiwl 
that  W  id  ton  had  then  g:ivon  up  his  bnaiiiess  as 
a  lint*ndraper  and  sempster,  and  waa  only  an 
author  * ;  and  added,  "  that  he  was  a  [jreat 
paue<::yrist."  Bobwell.  "  No  quality  will 
get  a  man  more  tViemls  than  a  disposition  to 
adnure  the  qualitie.«^  of  others.  I  do  not  mean 
Hattery,  but  a  sincere  admiration  "  Johuson, 
**  Nay,  Sir,  rtattery  plea.sea  very  frcnerally.  In 
Ihe  first  place,  the  flatterer  may  think  what  he 
says  to  be  true ;  but,  in  the  second  plaee, 
whether  he  thinks  so  or  not,  he  certainly  thinksj 
those  wliom  he  tlutters  of  consequence  enough 
to  be  flattered." 

No  sooner  had  we  made  oar  bow  to  Mr. 
Cambridge,  in  his  bbrary,  than  Johnson  ran 
et^erly  to  one  side  of  the  room,  int^t^nt  on 
poring  over  the  backs  of  the  books.^  Sir 
Joshua  obwrved  (aside),  "  He  runs  t^  the 
b<K)k3  115  I  do  to  the  picture*;  but  I  have  the 
udvanijige,  1  can  see  miirh  more  of  the  pic- 
tures than  he  «'an  of  the  books"  Mr.  Cam- 
bridge, upon  this,  politely  said,  "  Dr.  Johnson, 
I  am  point]^,  with  your  pardon,  to  jiecuse 
myself,  for  1  have  tuc  same  custom  whieb  1 
perceive  you  have.  IJut  it  seems  odd  that  one 
should  have  such  a  <lcsire  to  look  at  the  baeks 
of  books."  Johnson,  ever  ready  for  contest^ 
instantly  started  from  his  reverie,  wheeled 
a^>out  antl  answereil,  **  Sir,  the  reasoti  is  very 
phiin.  Knowledge  is  of  two  kinds.  We  know 
a  Hubieot  ourselves,  or  wc  know  where  we  ean 
t\ud  luformation  upon  it.    When  we  inquire 
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into  any  subjoot^  the  first  thing  we  have  Ut  do 
is  to  know  what  books  have  treated  of  it. 
This  leads  ns  to  loi>k  at  eat;doxue>s  and  the 
backs  of  books  in  libraries."  Sir  iloshua  ob- 
served to  me  the  extraordinary  promptitude 
with  which  •lobn^i'on  llew  upon  tui  argument, 
"  Yes,"  suid  l,  *•  he  ha^  no  formal  prH:|>ara(iuTi, 
BO  flourishing  with  his  sword;  he  is  tlirough 
your  body  in  an  instant."* 

Johnson  was  here  solaced  with  an  elegant 
entertammcnt,  a  very  accomplished  family, 
aind  much  goofl  company  ;  among  whom  waa 
Mr.  Harris  of  Salisbury,  who  paid  him  many 
compliments  on  his  "  Journey  to  the  Western 
Islands," 

The  common  remark  as  to  the  utility  of 
reading  history  l^eing  made ; — Johasox.  '^  We 
must  consi<ler  how  very  little  history  tljere  ts ; 
I  meim  real  authentic  history.  That  cei*t.a»n 
king^  reigned,  and  certain  battles  were  fought, 
we  can  depend  upon  as  true ;  but  aU  the 
colouring,  all  the  philo50]>hy  of  history  is  con- 
jecture.'* ru^swELL,  "  Then,  Sir,  you  would 
reduce  all  history  to  no  better  than  an  ahnannc, 
a  mere  chronological  series  of  remark al>ki 
events."^  Mr,  Gibbon,  who  must  at  that  time 
have  been  employed  upon  his  history,  of  which 
he  published  the  first  volume  in  the  following 
year,  was  present ;  but  did  not  step  forih  in 
defence  o!  that  s|>eeies  of  writing.  He  pro- 
bjibU'  did  not  like  to  trtut  himself  with  Joltn- 
son.* 

Johnson  observed,  that  the  force  nf  our 
eiu'ly  habits  was  so  great,  that  »httugh  i'x'a>*oii 
approved,  nay,  though  our  senses  relished  a 
diflerent  course,  .nlmost  every  man  retumetl  to 
them.  1  do  not  believe  there  is  any  oW'r%-a- 
tion  upon  humaJi  nature  better  founded  than 
this ;  and  in  many  cases,  it  is  a  very  painful 
truth  ;  for  wlicce  early  hwblts  have  bet^n  mean 
and  wretxJied,  the  joy  and  elevation  t-e^nhing 
from  better  motles  of  life  must  be  damped  by 
the  gloomy  c»msciousness  of  l>eiiig  under  on 
almost  inevitable  doom  to  sink  back  into  » 
situation  which  we  recollect  with  disgust.  It 
surely  may  be  prevented,  by  constjmt  attuntlon 
and  unremitting  exertion  to  cstabb>"h  contrary 
habits  of  snfterior  efficacy. 
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"The  Beggar*8  Opera,"  and  the  common 
question,  whetncr  it  was  pernicious  in  it  effects, 
having  been  introduced ;  — Johnsom.  "  As  to 
this  matter,  which  has  been  verj  much  con- 
tested, I  myself  am  of  opinion,  that  more 
influence  has  been  ascribed  to  *  The  Beggar^s 
Opera'  than  it  in  reality  ever  had;  for  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  man  was  ever  made  a 
rogue  by  being  present  at  its  representation. 
At  the  same  time  I  do  not  deny  that  it  may  have 
some  influence,  by  making  the  character  of  a 
rogue  familiar,  and  in  some  degree  pleasing."  ^ 
Then  collecting  himself,  as  it  were,  to  give  a 
heavy  stroke :  "  There  is  in  it  such  a  hAefaC' 
tation  *  of  all  principles  as  may  be  injurious  to 
morality." 

While  he  pronounced  this  response,  we  sat 
in  a  comical  sort  of  restraint,  smothering  a 
laugh,  which  we  were  afraid  might  burst  out. 
In  nis  Life  of  Gay,  he  has  been  still  more  de- 
cisive as  to  the  inefficiency  of  "  The  Beggar's 
Opera"  in  corrupting  society.  But  I  have 
ever  thought  somewhat  differently ;  for,  indeed, 
not  only  arc  the  gaiety  and  heroism  of  a  high- 
wayman very  captivating  to  a  youthful  ima- 
gination, but  the  arguments  for  adventurous 
depredation  are  so  plausible,  the  allusions  so 
lively,  and  the  contrasts  with  the  ordinary  and 
more  painful  modes  of  acquiring  property  are 
so  artfully  displayed,  that  it  requires  a  cool 
and  strong  judgment  to  resist  so  imposing  an 
agjrregato  •yet,  I  own,  I  should  be  very  sorry 
to  nave  "The  Beggar's  Opera"  suppressed; 
for  there  is  in  it  so  much  of  real  London  life,  so 
much  brilb'ant  wit,  and  such  a  variety  of  airs, 
which,  from  early  association  of  ideas,  engage, 
soothe,  and  enliven  the  mind,  that  no  perform- 
ance which  the  theatre  exhibits  delights  me 
more. 

The  late  ^^uwrthy'^  Duke  of  Queensbury  ^, 
as  ITiomson,  in  his  "  Seasons,"  justly  charac- 
terises him,  told  me,  that  when  Gay  showed 
him  "  The  Beggar's  Opera,"  his  Grace's  ob- 
servatitm  was,  "Tliis  is  a  very  odd  thing. 
Gay ;  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  either  a  very 
good  thing,  or  a  very  bad  thing."     It  proved 


'  A  Tcjeminrnt  phjriticiAn,  whose  diicernmrnt  is  as  acute 
and  pi'Uftrating  in  jud^riDK  of  th«  Iiiiman  character  as  it  is  in 
bis  ovn  profession,  remarked  once  at  a  cluli  where  I  was,  that 
a  lively  Toung  man.  fond  of  pleasure,  and  without  money, 
would  hardly  resist  a  solicitation  from  his  mistress  to  go 
upon  the  highway,  imm'>diatrly  after  being  present  at  the 
rrpresenutiun  of  "  The  Beggar's  Opera."  I  have  l>een  told 
vf  an  ingenious  ohservation  liy  Mr.  Gibbon,  tliat  "  The  Beg« 
gar's  Dpera  may,  perhaps,  have  sometimes  increased  the 
number  of  highwaymen  ;  hut  that  it  has  had  a  beneficial 
efllvt  in  refilling  that  class  of  men,  making  them  less  fero- 
cious, more  polite,  in  short,  more  like  gentlemen."  Upon 
which  Mr.  Coiirtenay  said,  that  "  Gay  was  the  Orpheus  of 
highwaymen."  — BoKWLtL.  These  are  probably  scraps  of  Me 
Chib  conversation,  and  the  phvf  ician  was  perhaps  Dr.  For> 
df ce.  —  CaoKfcR.  Mr.  Burke,  however,  thought  the  literary 
merit  of  the  Beggar's  Opera  small,  and  its  social  eflbct  in- 
jurious.   Biaaet't  Life,  i.  S49.  —  Markland. 

s  This  word  is  not  to  be  found  in  Johnson's  Dictionary  — 
but  "  LABcrv,  tn  ipeakfn,  to  impair,'^  is  ;  from  which  he  pro- 
bably coined  at  the  moment "  lab^aetation,"  without  attcnd- 
Isg  to  etymological  analoK'ies.  for  such  verbs  as  tigni/y, 
•eriflf,  bMome  nouns  br  the  addition  of  catioH  ;  ami  tatUfy 
produces  satl*/ac/Km ;  but  I  remember  no  instance  of  the 
dedensioo  of  A  into/ac<<i/fV7is.  —  Ckokir,  1M6. 

>  The  third  Duke  of  Qucensbury,  and  second  Duke  of 


the  former,  beyond  the  warmest  expectations 
of  the  author,  or  his  friends.  Mr.  Cambridge, 
however,  showed  us  to-day,  that  there  was 
good  reason  enough  to  doubt  concerning  its 
success.  He  was  told  .by  Quin,  that  during 
the  first  ni^ht  of  its  appearance  it  was  long  in 
a  very  dubious  state  \  that  there  was  a  dispo- 
sition to  damn  it,  and  that  it  was  saved  by  the 
song, 

**  Oh  ponder  well !  be  not  severe  I  ** 

the  audience  being  much  affected  by  the  in- 
nocent looks  of  Polly,  when  she  came  to  those 
two  lines,  which  exhibit  at  once  a  painful  and 
ridicidous  image, 

*'  For  on  the  rope  that  hangs  my  dear, 
Depends  poor  Polly's  life." 

Quin  himself  had  so  bad  an  opinion  of  it,  that 
he  refused  the  part  of  Captain  Macheath,  and 
gave  it  to  Walker,  who  acquired  great  cele- 
brity by  his  grave  *  yet  animated  performance 
of  it. 

We  talked  of  a  young  gentleman's  marriage^ 
with  an  eminent  singer,  and  his  determination 
that  she  should  no  longer  sing  in  public, 
though  his  father  was  very  earnest  she  should, 
because  her  talents  would  be  liberally  rewarded, 
so  as  to  make  her  a  good  fortune.  It  was 
questioned  whether  the  young  gentleman,  who 
had  not  a  shilling  in  the  world,  but  was  blest 
with  very  uncommon  talents,  was  not  foolishly 
delicate  or  foolishly  proud,  and  his  father  truly 
rational  without  being  mean.  Johnson,  with  all 
the  high  spirit  of  a  Koman  senator,  exclaimed, 
"  He  resolved  wisely  and  nobly,  to  be  sure.  He 
is  a  brave  man.  Would  not  a  gentleman  be 
disgraced  by  having  his  wife  singing  publicly  for 
hire  ?   No,  Sir,  there  can  be  no  doubt  here."  ^ 

Johnson  arraigned  the  modem  politics  of 
this  country,  as  entirely  devoid  of  all  principle 
of  whatever  kind.  "  Politics,"  said  he,  "  are 
now  nothinj^  more  than  means  of  rising  in  the 
world.  With  this  sole  view  do  men  engage  in 
politics,  and  their  whole  conduct  proceeds  upon 
it.*^     How  different  in  that  respect  is  the  state 


Dover  ;  the  patron  of  Gay  and  Thomsoa.    He  died  in  I77S, 
in  the  HOth  year  of  his  age —  Crokki. 

*  The  gram'tp  of  the  performance  of  Macheath  seems  a 
strange  merit.—  Croker. 

>  Richard  Brinslcy  Sheridan's  with  Hiu  Linley,  which  took 
place  13th  April,  1773.  At  the  time  of  the  marriage  she  was 
under  an  engagement  to  the  Worcester  Music  Meeting, which 
Sheridan  was,  with  great  diflSculty,  persuaded  by  the  Di- 
rectors to  allow  her  to  fulfil  ;  but  the  sum  she  received 
was  ffifen  to  the  charity.  Her  singing  at  Oxford,  at  the 
insUllation  of  Lord  North,  as  Chancellor,  in  1773,  was,  as 
Dr.  Hall  told  me.  put  on  the  footing  of  obliging  bit 
Lordship  and  the  University  ;  and  wheu,  ou  that  occasion, 
several  degrees  were  conferred,  in  the  academic  form  of 
"  honoris  causti"  Lord  North  slyly  observed,  that  Sheridan 
should  have  a  degree  "  uxoris  eausd,"  but  he  had  not.  — 

CaOKKR. 

>  A  lew  words  are  here  omitted.  See  anti,  p.  176.  n.G.  — 
Choker. 

J  In  those  troublesome  timei  men  were  contending  for 
fundamentat  primcipiet,  and  were  always  xealous,  and  some- 
times ditintereftrd,  in  proportion  tn  the  greatness  of  the 
public  stake  ;  but  kince  the  Revolution,  and  the  exUnctiim 
of  the  claims  nf  tiM  bouse  of  Stuart,  the  principlei  of  our 
constitution  are  so  generally  admitted,  that  little  la  left  to  lic 
contested  for,  except  the  hands  by  which  aflklrs  aball  be  ad. 
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oniio  n/itinii  now  frotii  what  it  was  in  the  time 
of  Chork-s  the  Fii-st,  during  the  Usurpation, 
and  ni\*ir  the  Kestomtion^  in  the  tioM?  of 
Charles  llie  8i»conrJ.  Hudihrasi  affjirds  a  stiHtUff 
proof  how  iniicb  hohl  political  prineijUes  hiid 
then  upon  the  niinda  of  men.  Thrre  is  in 
HudibriLs  a  gr^at  deal  of  bullion  which  will 
!ilway4«  Inst.  Bui,  to  Im>  sure,  the  brightest 
strokes  of  his  wit  owed  their  forc^i  to  the  im- 
pri's^ion  of  the  charut.-ler&,  which  was  upon 
men's  minds  ;it  the  time  ;  to  their  knowing 
flieiu,  at  lahle  and  in  the  street;  in  shorty 
being  familiur  with  them  ;  and  above  all^  to 
his  satire  be'm{:j  directed  ng:«iii8t  thofHj  whom  a 
little  vrhile  bi>fure  they  had  hated  and  feared, 
'J'he  nation  in  general  httf  ever  btren  loyal,  has 
been  ai  all  times  attaelied  to  the  monareh, 
though  a  few  daring  rebels  have  been  wotider- 
fidly  jiowerfu!  for  a  time.  'Hie  raunler  of 
Charles  the  First  was  undoubtediy  not  enni* 
niitb.^l  with  the  appn>bation  m-  eimaent  of  the 
pef»plt\  Had  that  been  the  caae,  jmrliament 
would  not  have  ventured  to  consign  the 
reti'ifidc?  to  their  deserved  punishment.*  And 
we  know  what  rsubt'nuu'C  of  joy  there  was 
when  CJiarle*  the  Sceond  wa«  restored.  If 
Charles  the  Seconal  had  lient  all  hi**  mind  t^  it, 
huul  made  it  his  solo  object,  he  mig^ht  have  bu**ii 
m  absolute  m  Louis  the  Fourteenth/**  A 
ffcntleman  observed,  he  would  have  done  no 
hann  if  he  had.  Johnson.  "  Why» 'Sir,  absolute 
princci*  s^ehjoui  do  any  harm-  But  they  who  are 
envevncd  by  them  are  governed  by  ehance. 
There  is  no  sceurity  for  good  government,'" 
C^ikinaiDOfi.  '*  There  have  been  many  sad 
victims  to  absolute  novemnieiit/'  Johnson. 
"  So^  Sir,  have  there  ^'on  to  popular  factions." 
Bi>swrLL.  "The  question  is,  whieh  is  worst, 
one  wild  beast  or  many  ?  " 

Johu*fin  praised  "The  Spectator,'"  particu- 
larly the  tharncter  of  Sir  Ro^er  de  Cijverley. 
Tie  said,  •*  Sir  Roger  did  not  die  a  violent 
death,  as  has  ]*een  generally  fancied.  He  was 
not  killed ;  he  died  only  l)c»eau!«e  others  were 
to  die^  and  because  his  deatb  affonleil  an 
opporlunitv  to  Addhon  for  some  very  fine 
writiikg.  (Ve  have  the  example  of  Cervantes 
makinjc  Don  tiuijtote  die.  1  never  could  soe 
why  Sir  Ron^er  is  repre^iented  a*  a  littlo 
cnit^ked.  It  ajijtenrs  to  me  that  the  story  of 
the  widow  was   intended  to  have  something 
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supcrinducctl  upon  it;  but  the  supGrstructiirc 
did  not  come." 

Somcfbody  found  fault  with  writing  venie* 
in  a  dead  language,  niainfuining  that  they  weft* 
meiely  arrangement*  of  so  many  wortU,  and 
laughed  nt  tlie  Universities  of  OxfonI  and 
Cambrnlge^  for  sending  forth  coUectionji  of 
them,  not  only  in  Greek  and  Latin,  but  even  in 
Syriac,  Arabic,  and  other  more  unknown 
tontrues  *  Johnsons.  "  1  would  have  am  many 
of  these  as  possible ;  I  wouhl  have  verses  in 
every  language  that  there  are  the  means  of 
acquiring.  Nobo<ly  imtJginej? that  jni  MtrivriMty 
is  to  have  at  once  two  hundred   ;  [l 

should  be  able  to  show  two  hundi  r^. 

Peireac's*  death  vfaa  lamented,  I  thiiiiv^  in  Ibrty 
languages.  And  I  would  have  had  at  every 
coronation,  and  every  death  of  a  king,  evt-ry 
Gamlium^  and  every  Luctus^  univer^ity-versMss, 
in  as  many  languages  as  can  be  acquired*  I 
would  have  the  world  be  thus  told,  *"  Hen?  is  ft 
schot)l  where  every  thing  may  be  le.imt,'  " 

Having  set  out  next  day  on  a  visit  to  the 
Earl  of  Pembnike,  at  Wilton,  and  t^  my  friend 
Mr,  Temple,  at  Mainhead,  in  Devon?liire,  ajid 
not  having  returned  to  town  till  the  2d  of 
May,  I  did  not  see  Dr.  Johnson  for  ft  consider* 
able  time,  and  during  the  remaining  part  of 
my  stay  in  London  kept  very  impeiloct  UMt**! 
of  bi*  conversation,  which  had  I  according  to 

2  usual  custom  written  out  at  large  soon 
?r  the  time,  much  might  have  be^n  pre- 
served, which  is  now  irretrievably  lost,  1  ^aXi 
now  only  rciord  some  particular  sccnea,  &nd  m 
few  fragmentjs  of  his  mcmortdnlia.  Bui  to 
make  souie  amends  for  my  I'claxation  of  dili- 
gence in  one  res^iect,  I  can  present  rov  mdcm 
with  arguments  upon  two  kw  cases,  with  wbich 
he  favoured  me. 

On  Satuniay,  the  Ctb  of  May,  we  din«»tl  by 
ourselves  at  the  ^litrc,  and  he  dJoUite<l  to  me 
what  follows,  to  obviate  the  complaint  already 
mentioned  [p.  428.],  which  had  l»ecn  made  hi 
the  form  of  an  action  in  the  Court  of  Scfiston 
by  Dr.  Memis,  of  Aberdeen,  that  in  the  sune 
translation  of  a  charter  in  which  physfcuaat 
were  mentioned,  he  w{is  cidled  4ochtr  *»/  ruftfi^ 
cine. 

••  Tlicre  arc  but  two  msnui  tur  wlm-ti  *  phj^i- 
cian  can  decline  the  title  of  doctor  of  mnHcimr~~^ 


I 


Did   lit-  hUii  1->rj(iT    lli.*l   Oirrr  wr-rr^if«*'r«-*    In  lUol  ii-l|«ri 


Jint  might  ocPMionfllly  be  p*ektHi  or  intiojiJ%led,  Irat  UlM 
■till  wMu/HriM  /  —  CROnriu 

*      "  lo  rorrijoi  unHpr»ltl<»i, 

Wt\t^  -I  kin?  •»  bortv  or  Wfdi,  or  iltm, 

StrL     '■     "    -    •     ■        :mUldt)7^ 

A.. 

6i^  tom^in  Greeli, 

T'  '  -n*^ 

Of 

Thill  at  A  ^:t.^iLi:r  L'ljarjfc  tuitipuae."^  flmUfrt 

P.  CcjinfMonui. 

«  Thli   !■■      ■■ 

Ul«il  (nlo  1 

Whiout. 


Mr.  66, 
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because  he  supposes  himself  dUgraccd  by  the  dnr- 
tontiipr  or  fluppo»e?<  the  (Joctor!ihi|t  dUgraced  Uy 
IuiumAC.  To  he  d'l^grtLced  by  a  title  whiclt  be  ^hjirt^ 
tn  cirmmDn  with  wery  Ulustnous  mime  of  bin  pru- 
femton,  with  Bijerluuive,  with  Arbutbnot,  and  vith 
CiillciW  can  surely  dimmi&b  no  mon't  reputatioo. 
It  Ik,  1  ivuppos^,  to  the  doctorafcc,  from  whicti  he 
ftbrirdkS  that  hu  owc^  \\U  right  of  practising  pby5vic. 
A  doctor  of  njcdicine  is  a  physician  under  itie  pro- 
tection of  the  Uws,  4Dd  by  the  stamp  of  authority, 
Tluf  physician  who  t%  not  a  doctor  tjsurps  »  pn»- 
r«guu(i,  and  U  authorised  only  by  himself  to  decide 
upon  health  and  Kkcknesis  nnd  life  nnd  death.  That 
Ihi  "       I u  is  a  doctor,  bin  diploma  xnakc*  evl. 

il<  ina  oot  obtruded  upun   hinit   but  ob- 

1*1  u,  .iiL'itationt  and  for  Hrhivh  feu&  mt ere  paid. 

Wiiii  what  countenance  any  man  estti  refuw  the 
Uilr  which  he  has  either  begged  or  bought,  in  tK>t 
KJMity  diatf::overed. 

••  All  rerbal  injury  must  comprtse  id  it  cither 
•omv  falw  position,  or  tome  unnecessary  dccfarntion 
of  defamatory  truth.  That  in  callinj:^  him  dijcior. 
a  (aIut  appellation  waii  given  him.  be  biutscU'  wiiJi 
not  prctL'fid,  v-'ho  at  the  sauie  time  that  be  com- 
plaiiu  uf  the  titif  would  bo  offended  if  wi>iiUppuM?d 
Jam  to  Im*  tiot  a  duelor.  If  the  title  of  doctor  be  a 
defamatory  truth,  it  istimc  to  dissolve  our  collcf^c^; 
for  wli',  !ic   publto  give  salaries    to  men 

whow  is   reproach?  It  may  likewise 

deserve   ;.i..    , c   of  the  public  to  consider  what 

help   can   be  given  to  the  profcv«:>rs  of  phytic,  who 
•llare    with    this   unhappy  geutleraau  the  t^nn- 

lioun  ttp|H.'lUtiun,  and  of  whom  the  very  hoy*  in 
«tre<'t    are    tiot  afraid  to   say,    T%ere  pora   the 

rtnr. 

**  What  ia  implied  by  ibe  term  doctor  is  well 
kiiuvtu  It  di«tinguislie<  him  to  whom  it  h,  granted^ 
a«  a  man  who  YuiH  attAincd  sueb  knowledge  of  Uih 
profoatua  nx  qualiilea  him  to  instruct  others^  A 
doctor  of  litw  is  a  man  who  con  form  lawyers  by 
pri^rrptn       A  doctor  of  medicine  i»  a  man  who 

I  >  •  nrt  of  curing  diftcaK*^.     Thiii  i<>  an 

loh  no  man  has  yet   thought  ilt  tu 

i».    .St,  tiitf  (juoti  nun  hftbet.     Upon  tlii*  principle 

bir  doctor  implies  skill,  for  mtmo  $li$cet  quotl  nun 
didirit  In  Mngland,  whoever  pnictLse^  physic,  not 
V' '  r,  muitt  practiae  by  a  ric4:nce;  but  the 

d"  <'y«s  n  fircncf  in  itsn^lf. 

Mill  that  he  and  the 
O^i  il  ia  ditlereOt  tarin\, 

wl  ctnxiives   were    equivalent,    or 

w!  which  w;i%  applied  tu  him  itemi 

thi     .-       io,   pirhap"!   they  who  wrote  the 

ptptt  cannot  now  rv-nierftber  Had  they  eipccted 
■  la-»-»5uit  Tn  hav<p  been  the  eoh*e«juence  of  such 
nr'  I,  I  hop*-  they  would  litive  avoided  itj 

li'  OS  lliey  rueatit  no  til.  ibey  AUipvcted 


no  danger,  and,  therefore,  cotMulled  only  itb«t  ap- 
peared to  tbeui  propriety  or  convenience.*' 

A  few  day*  aiU'rwords*  I  coiMnilt<*d  him  upon 
a  cause.  Pater mn  nmi  other*  n^Miinjil  Alenmder 
and  othfr/i„  wbicih  biid  beon  d(?oi(lcd  by  ft  ra^t- 
in^  vote  in  the  Court  of  .Sesisioti,  determining 
that  fhi*  e^urjMtrHr.ioii  «d'  Stirling  vtw<  corrupt^ 
and  setting  a.side  the  olcctiun  of  sf»m«  of  thoir 
fd£<:crn»  btM.ause  it  Wii*  nroved  that  thive  of 
the  leading  men  who  iniluenwd  the*  iimjority 
had  rtitcred  into  an  unjustifiahh^  tompact,  of 
which,  however,  the  innjority  were  ignuront. 
He  dict4itcd  to  ine  after  a  little  conj^iderutiofi, 
the  following  sentences  upon  the  sultji-ct. 

**  Tliere  is  a  difierenc«  between  majority  and 
superiority :  miyority  U  applied  to  number,  and 
suiicnorily  to  power;  and  power,  like  miiny  other 
things  i*  to  be  estimated  rum  num*ro  muI  ftandtrr. 
Kow  thou!;b  the  grenter  numbgr  h  not  corrupt,  the 
greater  ttttitjhf  is  corrupt,  mi  tlmt  corruption  prp- 
dtiintnute^  in  the  ^  '         '  ....  ^ 

|.>erhapH,  taken  n  • 

urifurrupt,      Tliat  :.  :  ...^:,.  ..;,,,; .,  ..  ;,i.,.^U 

a»  to  act  corruptly,  »s  in  ihe  eye  of  renviiu  corrupt, 
whether  it  be  by  the  uiicon(rolhble  power  of  a  few, 
or  by  an  accidental  pravity  of  the  multitude.  Tlie 
objection,  in  which  \%  urged  the  injuUice  of  making 
Ihc  innocent  sutler  with  the  guilty.  i<«  an  nbjeetion 
not  only  again*it  ^lociety,  but  againKt  the  pnvsihility 
of  society.  All  wcictie*,  great  and  kmall,  liubsi^t 
upon  thi»  condition ;  thnt  an  the  indi\iduaU  derive 
advnntA);v*  from  union,  they  may  hkewit.e  suder 
ineunvcnteneea ;  that  a*  tho»u  who  do  nothing,  and 
aumetimes  thoMe  who  do  ill,  will  have  the  honours 
nnd  emoluments  of  geticnl  virtue  and  general  pnm- 
perify,  mj  those  likewine  who  do  nt>lhinj;i  <'r  perhaps 
do  well,  rau*t  be  involved  in  the  consequence*  of 
predominant  corruption. ** 

This,  in  tn^  opinion,  was  a  very  niei*  cam;  ; 
but  thi*  de(;ifiion  yif,\A  alliniii^d  in  tue  IIoum  t»f 
Lords. 

On  Monday,  May  8.,  we  went  together  und 
vi«itc<l  the  niun^ionR  of  B«!liim.'  I  had  K^en 
iiiforiued   that  he  Inul  ouoc  been  there  I>rfon* 

wilb   Mi%  Wcdderlitirne   (now    Lon'    T K. 

hiirougli),   Mr.  Murphy,  and   Mr,  Fi 
I   hud    hfiu'd  Fi>ote   give   a  vory  cii!  ^ 

neeount  of  Jtdinson'a  happening  to  have  lii,t 
aitenttut)  arrotrd  by  a  iiuiii  who  waM  very 
furious,  and  i«ho,  while  heating  hia  straw, 
supposed  it  wtui  W'illiiuu,  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
whom  he  waa  putiishing  for  btt«  (Tueltie»  in 
Scotland,  in  I74G.^     There  was  nothing  pocu- 


bi  iu»itee  to  Dr.  MemU.  tlvHiRli  I  wat  oiealnM  litm  ••  on     No, 
I  wiMl  faratl«)<i,  tiMi  bm  «>Ui<KtMl  io  tti«  voflaUno  i  ) 
M-ot)'.   h«fi>r«   tbA   trsDtlaClon    was   prtotail  tM..^'    i 
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.ninKartb'i  Itaka'i 

v,cnadRiittMl 


'  H"wftri1. 


|jt_i«t»luuolUtX' mi^waJjU  iuli.iSiUiitt/' J^c. 


TiuU^rid,  1  _rMukl.li. 


n  fi  4 


N^:    X. 


:  1  tl;cr.-s;- 
:.:suiii]  1:. 


.li- 

ar. 

■:  vi.r.. 


M: 


I'.K' 


.  .>*  .-■ 

;:^  " 

.  .,  lo*  "'•• 

.  ":-  lull 

auii 

rH-k*"!- 


.«rMiiil  •■i'.)\ 
•:;:i:r:r.  ;wi(i 

"i.  .I!»'l  \o-- 

UKl   I  ll.l\f 
.    KllktlLT.  -^ 

^■.   •  ■''  '''  .~'>    '■» 
1    "-..i-l  uo  j.T»  at 

.:  'IciM-il  to  havi 
t..-.  .'  h.lVf  tlu)!!-:!!! 
.,.;  w:i«>  iNo  woiil'i 
^  .i:.-:'>Itt-  "^'  ''■''' 
.  .  •  I  i.iiiii'<i  ill  liis 
o  l..-riU,  and  ln»|>i  ^ 
ri  N  Miirm-y.  Ilr 
;.  w!.t»  sa\s,  a  mar. 

i. 

.t  ro:ul.  I)ut  whu-li. 
.  is  (Jray's  Lrttivs*-, 


.1  printiT.     Mr   Twl^ 
II,.  pjiTi-  'ilT'Muv  to  tr. 


•:  ^  :•::••  iv.  May  I.J..    I      ■     -ira^fcl  v    " 
■V    •  •,  ■•.iTi'iti.  :!''i'»»nij».ji:!-    .     •  ri".  An  . 
••  ^   .■■,  .:  '^•■•if.li  a'lvoi-ali',  v. ..     .    '.  •  h.i.;  ~ 
■■  :■■.'   ir.h   J'.  -270.^,  -mA  -.      .•:   m.  ('.>< 
•v    •'-.:  ■•:•..!)    K'hvanl  Stu;  .   ■  '..    ■  r-i:!:.  :    ■ 
......  ..J..  ,-.vn.  wli..\v:i- <li'.-ir'U.-    :'".-.iiij  ^.■ 
.  .■  ■ -i   !••  li!:ii.       lli^  I'M  ami  r.>".>  uiul  i.  .•■ 
..   ■  v,;..  "..•  !:-.;ikri:«i  a|>i'aiatu<.  ^v..•n•  uH  ii.  * 
.  ■■  ■•:;!i.  m;«1  h'>  ln-ljavioiir  \var«  .m)  (.uur* 

■  K>    (."■  !'iii-l  Sin[>l"i>ril  \va>  <juit«'  !«Mrj»ri--i.  ... 
■V  ■■■  i..:>-l  at  111.-  Iiavinir  lioanl  .-^o  iniu.h  -:ii  . 

.'   ..:>'trs  slnvL-iiliiU'ss  atul  r(»iii:liiu'.v<.     J  ',■  ■•  ■ 

■  ■•■■>•■;■% ..i I  iH'iirmi;  (.{'  what  pa>stMl,  oxivim  :■.  ' 
v.'r>  -'■>!»•  jik-a-'iMl  him  much  liy  talkin;:  ItMrii-  i. . 
•  :'  :i.!.!iyiin,  a-*  to  -wliicli  Johnson  \v:i>i  i..-:  ., 
'.■^Ifivi*  iMibrlirvt-r,  but  rather  (U'ii;;hl.i  !:. 
.  •^;i<!<h'rinLr  what  jjntijros  liriil  notuallv  1  .  ;: 
i:;.i  !«•  in  tlic  (raii^mutatiuu  of  motal.-i,  wli..!  :.:•;,:■ 
.iT''j»n>a<-h»"*  lluTf  hail  lu'»>ii  to  tin;  makirj  ■.  i 
u  -i'l;  and  tithl  us  that  it  wa-<  alliniu-il  th;.t  :. 
juTSiiu  in  thr  liussiaii  (l«imiui«iMi:  hail  <li>«.nv.  :\ 
thi*  >ocrfl,  liul  (Hfij  witlnnit  v«'Vraliii::f  ir.  u- 
Iniaiiiuini:  ii  w«>ul»l  1k'  pn-jiiditiai  to  >i.«iit'. 
Ho  u'hli-il.  that  it  wa.s  not  im])o.vil)!i'  i.;;:  i: 
miiilit  in  timo  lu-  jx^'n^'i'^iHy  known. 

It  bciuL:  a.'kcd  \\lu'ihiM'  it  was  rt'a>«i»n:il.l"  i":  r 
a  ni.Mi  to  bo  :ii!iii-y  at  anofluT  whom  a  wi.:!i:4n 
lia<l  jn-oi«TiH'«l  to  lilm  :  — -  .loHNMiN.  '"I  (In  ii.  : 
see.  Sir.  that  it  is  ivasonablo  Ibr  a  man  tt»  !.■• 
an::iv  at  anotlKT  whom  a  woman  has  |»i\i\'n\'.l 
to  him:  Imt  angry  lu;  is,  no  iloiibt:  aiul  ho  i.- 
loth  to  bo  anirry  at  himsolf." 

JJolbro  sottijJir  f>ut  for  Sccitlaml  c)n  tho  '2'M, 
I  was  Irotjuontly  in  his  fomiumy  at  ilitloront 
]il:iot'<,  l)ut  (lurinir  thi.s  jn.'riod  havo  ro'.or«lo-i 
«inly  two  romarks;  on<.'  <'oncornI;iL' (iarrlik  : 
•*Uo  ha-^  not  Latin  onouirh.  Wx-  linds  or.t  tl;-.- 
Latin  by  (ho  m-Muin;:,  ralhor  tlian  tho  inoai.ir..^ 
bv  ihr  Latin,"  .Vim!  anothor  oonron:ir._' 
wiiloi'i  ot'  travol.s  \\\,o.  h«.'  ob.^orvoil.  "v.-oi-.- 
moro  th-lootiw  thati  any  «»thor  writor.-." 

I  ]ia."«"^i"l  many  Imni-s  wifli  him  on  tho  17:ii. 
of  whioli  i  linii  all  my  memorial  i-,  "  murU 
laiiLdiinj'."  If  >hou!'.l  soom  ho  had  that  dav 
boon  in  a  htunouv  for  iootdariiy  aiid  ni' rrim-.'ui. 
ami  upon  >\u\\  oooa»ion<  j  iu'\or  kui  w  a  m.-iu 
laujfh  moro  ho.iriily.  Wo  may  >npj»ov,«  tliv.t 
tijo  hi'jh  ri  li.-h  of  a  .-tato  so  di'Ioront  from  li'^ 
habitual  glttom  iir.iilu'.-od  moro  than  ordin.irv 
<\i"rlion>  of  that  dl>tinir!il>hini:  faoidty  of  n;.'.ii. 
which  has  pu/zhMl  j-liIlL-sophcrs  so  much  to 
explain.  »Iohn-oif.s  Kim:h  wa^  a<  romark;.)!  • 
a<  any  olrcum-tancc  in  hi>  manner.  It  wa^  :• 
I  kind  «if  LTood-humourod  growl.  Tom  J>a\i»- 
j  do-i'nV)0(i  it  drolly  enough:  "He  laughs  !iko  a 
rhinocor**^." 


Ir.^li  tti.iTj  »'M-:i  J.ii.n^oirv  .1iiurisi-y  h.iil  ij-ino  t'»  tli:-  .*>i 
I    — i'lJi.KI.U.  l-^1<'i. 

I       '    \..tt)ii>:  l<iif.  ,j -tri.iijr  projiiilii'-  c«>ul.l  Ji  ivo  mil-  J 
I  M.ii   tnuv   -j-.-.ik   .)!"   Ill's-   \,ry   fiit*Mi.iirii! -.r   htti-t?. 

I   /'.l.^^   ■■■   1 fK'iKKH. 
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JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

"May  21. 1775. 
"  Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  an  old  amnnucnsis  in  great 
distress.  I  have  given  what  I  think  I  can  give, 
and  bogged  till  I  cannot  tell  where  to  l)eg  again. 
1  put  into  his  hands  this  morning  four  guineas.  If 
you  could  collect  three  guineas  more,  it  would  clear 
iiim  from  his  present  difficulty.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
most  humble  si-rvant,  Sam.  Johnson."* 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THllALE. 
(Extracts.) 

"  London,  May'1'2.  1775.  —  Boswell  went  away 
at  two  this  morning.  L[angton]  I  suppose  goes 
this  week.  U[oswell]  got  two  and  forty  guineas 
in  fees  while  he  was  here.  He  has,  by  his  wife's 
persuasion  and  mine,  taken  down  a  present  for 
his  mother-in-law.    •   •   • 

*'  I  am  not  sorry  that  you  read  BoswcU's  journal. 
Is  it  not  a  merry  piece  ?  There  is  much  in  it 
about  poor  me. 

"  Do  not  buy  r[handlerl's'  travels,  they  are 
duller  than  T[wiss]'s.  W[raxall]*  is  too  fond 
of  words,  but  you  may  read  him.  I  shall  take  care 
that  Adair's  account  of  America  may  be  sent  you, 
for  I  shall  have  it  of  my  own. 

"  Beattie  has  called  once  to  see  me.  lie  lives 
grand  at  the  archbishop's."  * 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  May  27.  1775. 

"  Dfar  Sir,  —  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  are  now 
s^ifcly  lodged  in  your  own  habitation,  and  have  told 
all  your  adventures  to  Mrs.  Boswell  and  Miss 
Veronica.  Pray  teach  Veronica  to  love  me.  Bid 
her  not  mind  mamma. 

*'  Mrs.  Tliralc  has  taken  cold,  and  been  very 
much  disordured,  but  1  hope  is  grown  well.  Mr. 
I^angton  went  yesterday  to  Lincolnshire,  and  has 
invited  Nicolaida  *  to  follow  him.  Bcauclerk  talks 
of  going  to  Bath.  1  am  to  set  out  on  Monday; 
so  there  is  nothing  but  dispersion 

••  I  have  returned  Lord  llailes's  entertaining 
shi-ets,  but  mii'>t  stay  till  I  come  back  for  more, 
hircanse  it  will  bo  inconvenient  to  send  them  after 
me  in  my  vaj^raiit  state. 

"  I  promised  Mrs.  Macaulay  •  that  I  would  try 
to  serve  lier  son  at  Oxford.  1  Iiave  not  forgotten 
it,  nor  am  unwilling  to  perform  it.  If  they  tiesire 
to  give  him  an  Kn^^lish  education,  it  should  be  con- 
sidered whetlier  they  cannot  send  him  for  a  year  or 
two  to  an  Knglish  sch«K)l.  If  he  comes  imme- 
diately  from  Scotland,  he  can  make  no  figure  in 
our  l.'iiivLT«.ities.  The  schools  in  the  north,  I  be- 
lieve, are  cheap  ;  and  when  I  was  a  young  man, 
were  eminently  good. 


>  III-  h.ul  H-rittrn  to  Mr«.  Thralo  thi-  day  before :  "  Peyton 
a'nl  M.ulii-  III  an-  Iroth  survin^r.  and  I  cannot  keep  thorn."  — 
Lrttrrt.  —  Crokf.b. 

*  Travi-lt  in  Asia  Minor.  —  C'rokfr. 

'  ■•  (.'ur*f»iy  Kpinnrkit  mado  In  a  Tour  through  ionic  of  the 
Nurtht>rn  PHrt*  <>f  Kurojv.'*  — Chokf.r. 

4  Ilrittitf  wo*  on  a  vMit  to  hiit  frtpnd.  Dr.  Purtpiiii,  who  had 
■partini-iilK  in  I>ainlx*:h  Palacit,  at  chaplain  to  Archbiihop 
Htcktr.  —  <'kok»:r.  I»«j»;. 

*  A  karni-d  Crf^-k.  —  n<»swF.LL.  Mr.  I.anf^on  was  an 
cnthuAiost  nbont  <iriN>k.  —  Ckokf.r. 

*  Wif^  of  tho  RcT.  Kenneth  Macaulay.  author  of  "  The 
llutury  of  St.  KildA."  —  Hoswell.     S<w  atU^,  p.  303.  —  C. 


*'  Tliere  are  two  little  books  published  by  the 
Fouli.s,  Telemachus  and  CoUins's  Poems,  each  a 
shilling ;  I  would  be  glad  to  have  them. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boswell,  though 
she  docs  nut  love  me.  You  see  what  perverse 
things  ladies  are,  and  how  little  fit  to  be  trusted 
with  feudal  cstau-s.  When  she  mends  and  loves  me, 
there  may  be  more  hope  of  her  daughters. 

"  I  will  not  send  compliments  to  my  friends  by 
name,  because  I  would  be  loth  to  leave  any  out  in 
the  enumeration.  Tell  them,  as  you  see  them,  how 
well  I  speak  of  Scotch  politeness,  and  Scotch  hos- 
pitality, and  Scotch  beauty,  and  of  every  thing 
Scotch,  but  Scotch  oat-cakes  and  Scotch  prejudices. 

**  Let  me  know  the  answer  of  Hasay^,  and  the 
decision  relating  to  Sir  Allan.*  I  am,  my  dearest 
Sir,  with  great  affection,  &c.,      Sam.  Johnson." 

After  111^  return  to  Scotland,  I  wrote  three 
letters  to  him,  from  which  I  extract  the  follow- 
ing passages :  — 

'*  I  have  seen  Lord  Ilailcs  since  I  came  down. 
He  thinks  it  wonderful  that  you  arc  pleased  to 
take  so  much  pains  in  revising  his  *  Annals.'  I 
told  him  that  you  said  you  were  well  rewarded 
by  the  entertainment  which  you  had  in  reading 
them." 

*'  There  has  been  a  numerous  flight  of  Hcbri- 
deans  in  Edinburgh  this  summer,  whom  I  have 
been  happy  to  entertain  at  my  house.  Mr.  Donald 
Macqueen  *  and  Lord  Monboddo  supped  with  me 
one  c\ening.  They  joined  in  controverting  your 
proposition,  that  the  Gaelic  of  the  Highlands  and 
Isles  of  Scotland  was  not  written  till  of  late." 

"  My  mind  has  been  somewhat  dark  this  sum- 
mer. I  have  need  of  your  warming  and  vivifying 
rays  ;  and  I  hope  I  shall  have  them  frequently.  I 
am  going  to  pass  some  time  with  my  father  at 
Auchinleck." 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THIlALE. 
i  Extracts.) 

"Oxford,  June  1.  177.5.  •• — I  did  not  make 
the  epitaph  "  before  last  night,  and  this  morning 
I  have  ftmnd  it  too  long ;  I  send  it  to  you  as  it 
is,  to  pacify  you,  and  will  make  it  shorter  •  •. 
Don't  suppose  th.at  I  live  here  as  wo  live  at 
Streatham.  I  went  this  morning  to  the  chapel 
at  six,  and  if  I  were  to  stay  would  try  to  con- 
form to  all  wholeM>me  rules  •  *.  Mr.  Coulson"  is 
well,  and  still  willing  to  keep  me,  but  I  delight 
not  in  l>eing  long  here.  Mr.  Smollett,  of  Loch- 
I^mond"  and  his  lady  have  been  here  —  we  were 
glad  to  meet." 

"  June  (>.  —  Such  is  the  uncertainty  of  all 
human  things,  that  Mr.  [Coulson]    lias  quarrelled 


"  Roswell  has  not  jrivpn  ii«  RaitayU  answer.  See  anti 
p.  l(i!>.     1  kuppnto  it  wai  not  quite  Mtinfactory  —  Croker. 

**  A  lawtuit  carrif>d  on  by  Sir  Allan  Mai-lvRn.  chief  of  hii 
clan,  to  n-cover  certain  part*  of  hit  family  eftatc»  Irora  the 
Dukr  €»f  Argyle.  —  Buhwfll. 

'  The  very  learn«'d  minittvr  in  the  Iile  of  Sky,  whom  lioth 
Dr.  Johnfon  and  1  have  mentioned  with  regard — Bomwell. 
See/iwlt",  p.  31""..  _C. 

>o  In  the  latter  end  of  Hay  he  let  mit  on  what  he  called 
**  hi*  annual  ramble  into  the  middle  rountiec,"  of  whifh  hi» 
Ifttcrf  to  Mm.  'llirale  atforda  kind  of  journal.—  CauKiiK. 

»'  On  Mrs.  Salntbury.  —  t'ROKER. 

«=  Of  University  Colleire.  ~  CaoaER. 

>3  Sec  anti.  p.  aw.  —  C. 
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with  me.*  He  says  I  raise  the  laugh  upon  him, 
and  he  is  an  independent  man,  and  all  he  has  is  his 
own,  and  he  is  not  used  to  such  things.  And  so  I 
shall  have  no  more  good  of  C[ouIsonJ,  of  whom  I 
never  had  any  good  but  flattery,  which  my  dear 
mistress  knows  I  can  have  at  home. 

"  June  7.  —  CFoulson]  and  I  am  pretty  well 
again,  I  grudge  the  cost  of  going  to  Lichfield  — 
Frank  and  I  —  in  a  post-chaise  —  yet  I  think  of 
thundering  away  to-morrow.  So  you  will  write 
your  next  dear  letter  to  Lichfield." 

*•  Lichfield,  June  10.  —  On  Thursday  I  took  a 
post>chaise,  and  intended  to  have  passed  a  day  or 
two  at  Birmingham,  but  Hector  had  company  in 
his  house,  and  I  went  on  to  Lichfield,  where  I 
know  not  how  long  I  shall  stay." 

**  Juw.  11.  —  I  go  every  day  to  Stowhill :  both 
the  sisters '  are  now  at  home.  Every  body  remem- 
bers you  all.  You  left  a  good  impression  behind  you. 
I  hope  you  will  do  the  same  at  [Lewes].  Do  not 
raakethcm  speeches.  Unusual  compliments,  to  which 
there  is  no  stated  and  prescriptive  answer,  embarrass 
the  feeble,  who  do  not  know  what  to  say,  and  dis- 
gust the  wise,  who,  knowing  them  to  be  false, 
suspect  them  to  be  hypocritical.  •  •  •  You 
never  told  me,  and  I  omitted  to  inquire,  how  you 
were  entertained  by  Boswell's  *  Journal.'  One 
would  think  the  man  had  been  hired  to  be  a  spy 
upon  me  :  he  was  very  diligent,  and  caught  oppor- 
tunities of  writing  from  time  to  time.  You  may 
now  conceive  yourself  tolerably  well  acquainted 
with  the  expedition.  Folks  want  me  to  go  to 
Italy,  but  I  say  you  are  not  for  it'* 

**  June  13.  —  Mr.  Green  has  got  a  cast  of  Shak- 
speare,  which  he  holds  to  be  a  very  exact  resem- 
blance. 

*•  There  is  great  lamentation  here  for  the  death 
of  CcL  Lucy  is  of  opinion  that  he  was  wonder- 
fully handsome. 

**  Boswell  is  a  favourite,  but  he  has  lost  ground 
since  I  told  them  that  he  is  married,  and  all  hope 
is  over." 

"  A$hhourne,  15th  July.  —  Poor  Barelti !  do 
not  quarrel  with  him ;  to  neglect  him  a  little 
will  be  suflUcient.  He  means  only  to  be  frank, 
and  manly,  and  independent,  and  perhaps,  as 
you  say,  a  little  wise.  To  be  frank,  he  thinks, 
is  to  be  cynical,  and  to  be  independent  to  be 
rude.     Forgive  him,  dearest  lady,  the  rather  be- 


'  Mv  venerablft  and  amiable  friend.  Dr.  Fit  her.  formerlj 
Mactpr  of  the  Charter  House,  told  rae,  in  1833  (he  being 
<  hen  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  in  the  full  poisestion  of  hii 
Clear  mind  and  happy  temper),  that  he  waa  present  at 
this  quarrel.  Coulsou  was  going  out  on  a  country  living, 
and  talking  of  it  with  the  same  pomp,  ai  to  Lord  Stowell 
{anti,  p.  425.).  Johnson  chose  to  imagine  bis  becoming  an 
archdeacon,  and  made  himself  merry  _  Dr.  Fisher  thought 
too  merry  —  at  Coulson's  expanse ;  at  last  they  got  to 
warm  words,  and  Johnson  concluded  the  debate  by  exclaim- 
ing emphatically  — "  Sir,  having  moant  vou  no  offence, 
1  win  make  you  no  apology."—  Crokrk,  IM6. 

s  Mrs.  Gastreiland  Miss  (now  Mrs.)  Aston.  — Crokeb. 

3  My  '*  Jourual  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  which  that 
lady  read  in  the  original  manuscript.—  Boswell. 

*  ••  O  what  hast  thou  of  her  —  of  her. 

Whose  every  look  did  love  Inspire, 
Whose  every  l»reathing  fanned  ray  fire. 
And  stole  mc  from  myself  away."^ 

Hor.  Od.  Iv.  13.    Creech C. 

*  He  had  returned  to  town  about  the  middle  of  August. 
—  The  history  of  Mrs.  Williams  is  so  connected  with  that 
of  Dr.  Johnson,  that  I  cannot  omit  here  inserting  the  follow- 
ing letter,  relating  to  a  small  annuity,  which  the  charity  of 


cause  of  his  misbehaviour  I  am  aAaid  he  has 
learned  part  of  me.  I  hope  to  set  him  hereafter  a 
better  example." 

**  21«<  July. -~  You  and  [Baretti]  are  friends 
again.  My  dear  mistress  has  the  quality  of  being 
easily  reconciled,  and  not  easily  oflfended.  Kindness 
is  a  good  thing  in  itself;  and  there  are  few  things 
that  are  worthy  of  anger,  and  still  fewer  that  can 
justify  malignity. 

*'  In  the  mean  time,  however,  life  is  gliding 
away,  and  another  state  is  hastening  forwards.  You 
were  but  five-and-twenty  when  I  knew  you  first. 
What  /  shall  be  next  September  [67],  I  confess 
I  have  lachete  enough  to  turn  aside  tirom  thinking. 

**  I  am  glad  you  read  Boswell's  Journal.'  You 
are  now  sufiSciently  informed  of  the  whole  trans- 
action, and  need  not  regret  that  you  did  not  make 
the  tour  of  the  Hebrides." 

Lichfield,  July  [27].  —  "I  have  passed  one  day 
at  Birmingham  with  my  old  friend  Hector — there'a 
a  name  !  and  his  sister,  an  old  hve.  M  v  mistress  is 
grown  much  older  than  my  friend. 

'  O  quid  babes  illius,  illius 
Quae  spirabat  amores  ^ 

Quae  me  surpuerat  mihi.'***J 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London.  Aug.  27.  1775.» 
Dear  Si  a,  —  I  am  returned  from  the  annual 
ramble  into  the  middle  counties.  Having  seen 
nothing  I  had  not  seen  before,  I  have  nothing  to 
relate.  Hme  has  left  that  part  of  the  island  few 
antiquities ;  and  commerce  has  left  tlie  people  no 
singularities.  I  was  glad  to  go  abroad,  and,  perhaps, 
glad  to  come  home;  which  is,  in  other  words,  I  was, 
I  am  afraid,  weary  of  being  at  home,  and  weary 
of  being  abroad.  Is  not  this  the  state  of  life? 
But  if  we  confess  this  weariness,  let  us  not  lament 
it ;  for  all  the  wise  and  all  the  good  say,  that  we 
may  cure  it 

"  For  the  black  fumes  which  rise  in  your  mind, 
I  can  prescribe  nothing  but  that  you  disperse  them 
by  honest  business  or  innocent  pleasure,  and  by 
reading,  sometimes  easy  and  sometimes  serious. 
Change  of  place  is  useful ;  and  I  hope  that  your 
residence  at  Auchinleck  will  have  many  good 
effects.     •     •     »     That  I  should  have  given  pain 


Mrs.  Montagu  had  secured  to  Mrs.  Williams,  and  whkta,  at 
we  shall  see.  was  long  afterwards  a  subject  of  a^nowlcdg- 
ment  from  Johnson  to  that  lady CaoKBa. 

••  MRS.  WILLIAMS  TO  MRS.  MONTAGU. 

"  Johnson's  Court,  96th  June,  1775, 

"  Madam,  —  Often  have  I  heard  of  gen«>rofit7.  beneTdeacv, 
and  compassion,  but  never  have  I  known  or  experienced  the 
rcalitr  of  those  virtues,  till  this  jorful  morning,  when  I  re- 
ceived the  honour  of  your  roost  tender  and  aflfectlonate  letter 
with  Its  most  welcome  contents.  Bfadam,  1  nu^  witli  troth 
say.  I  have  not  words  to  express  my  gratitude  as  1  ought  to  a 
lady,  whose  bounty  has,  b v  an  act  of  benevolence,  doubled 
my  income,  and  whose  tenaer,  compaasionate  auurance  has 
removed  the  future  anxiety  of  trusnng  to  chance,  the  terror 
of  which  only  could  have  prompted  me  to  stand  apuUkk 
candidate  for  Mr.  Hetherington's  bounty.  May  my  rinoere 
and  grateful  thanks  be  accepted  by  you.  and  may  the  Aothor 
of  all  good  bless  and  hmg  continue  a  life,  whose 


virtues  are  so  conspicuous  and  exemplary,  is  the  most  ardcsiK 
prayer  of  her  who  Is,  with  the  greataa  res|Met,  ICataD, 
your  roost   devoted,  truly  obliged,  and    obedleot  hinnbla 

Amma  Wiluahs.'* 


servant, 

—  Mont.  MSS. 
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to  Rauy,  I  am  uncerelj  sorry ;  «nd  am  therefore 
j  irery  much  pleased  that  he  is  no  longer  uneasy. 
I  He  still  thinks  that  I  have  represented  him  as 
personally  giving  up  the  chieftainship.  I  meant 
only  that  it  was  no  longer  contested  between  the 
two  houses,  and  supposed  it  settled,  perhaps,  by 
the  cession  of  some  remote  generation,  in  the  house 
of  Dunvegan.  I  am  sorry  the  advertisement  was 
not  continued  for  three  or  four  times  in  the  paper. 
**  That  Lord  Monboddo  and  Mr.  Macqucen 
should  controvert  a  position  contrary  to  the  ima- 
ginary interest  of  literary  or  national  prejudice, 
might  be  easily  imagined ;  but  of  a  standing  fact 
there  ought  to  be  no  controversy  :  if  there  are  men 
with  tails,  catch  a  homo  caudatua ;  if  there  was 
writing  of  old  in  the  Highlands  or  Hebrides  in 
the  Erse  language,  produce  the  manuscripts.  Where 
men  write  they  will  write  to  one  another,  and  some 
of  their  letters,  in  fiunilies  studious  of  their  ancestry, 
will  be  kept  In  Wales  there  are  many  manu- 
scripts. 

"  I  have  now  three  parcels  of  Lord  HailesN 
history,  which  I  purpose  to  return  all  the  next 
week :  that  his  respect  for  my  little  observations 
should  keep  his  work  in  suspense,  makes  one  of 
the  evils  of  my  journey.  It  is  in  our  language,  I 
think,  a  new  mode  of  history  which  tells  all  that  is 
wanted,  and,  I  suppose,  all  that  is  known,  without 
laboured  splendour  of  language,  or  aflfected  subtil  ty 
of  conjecture,  llic  exactnevs  of  his  dates  raises 
my  wonder.  He  seems  to  have  the  closeness  of 
Henault  without  his  constraint. 

**  Mrs.  Thrale  was  so  entertained  with  your 
'Journal,'  that  she  almost  read  herself  blind.  She 
has  a  great  regard  for  you. 

**  Of  Mrs.  Boswell,  though  she  knows  in  her 
heart  that  she  does  not  love  me,  I  am  always  glad 
to  hear  any  good,  and  hope  that  she  and  the  little 
dear  ladies  will  have  neither  sickni'ss  nor  any  other 
affliction.  But  she  knows  that  she  does  not  care 
what  becomes  of  me,  and  for  that  she  may  be  sure 
that  I  think  her  very  much  to  blame. 

*•  Never,  my  dear  Sir,  do  ynu  t:»ke  it  into  your 
head  to  think  that  I  do  not  love  you  ;  you  may 
settle  yourself  in  full  confidence  both  of  my  love 
and  esteem  :  I  love  you  as  a  kind  man,  I  value 
you  as  a  worthy  man.  and  hope  in  time  to  reverence 
you  as  a  man  of  exemplary  piety.  I  hold  you,  as 
Hamlet  has  it,  *  in  my  heart  of  hearts,'  and  there- 
fore, it  is  little  to  say,  that  1  an).  Sir,  your  affec- 
tionate humble  servant,  Sam.  Joiinsun." 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  London.  \ug.  30.  I77ft. 
**  Sir, —  If  in  these  papors  •  there  is  little 
alteration  attempted,  do  not  suppo.se  me  negligent 
I  have  read  tlivm  |)erhaps  more  closely  than  the 
rest ;  but  I  find  nothing  worthy  of  an  objection. 
Write  to  me  soon,  and  write  of\en.  and  tell  me  all 
your  honest  heart.  I  am.  Sir,  yours  atTeetionately, 
**  Sam.  Johnson.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MllS.  LUCY  PORTER. 

"  L«)ndon.  Sept.  it.  1775. 
-  Dkar  Madam,  —  1  have  sent  your  lx>oks  by 
the  carrier,  and  in  Sandys*s  Travels  you  will  find 


I  Aaollm'  parcrl  of  Lord  Hallet's  "  Annals  of  Scotland. 

.  BOSWBLL. 


your  glasses.  I  have  written  this  post  to  the 
ladies  at  Stowehill,  and  you  may,  the  day  after  vou 
have  this,  or  at  any  other  time,  send  Mrs.  Gastreirs 
hooka. 

"  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments  to  all  my 
good  friends.  I  hope  the  poor  dear  hand  is  re- 
covered, and  you  are  now  able  to  write,  which, 
however,  you  need  not  do,  for  I  am  going  to 
Brighthelmstone,  and  when  I  come  back  will  uke 
care  to  tell  you.  In  the  mean  time  take  groat  care  of 
your  health,  and  drink  as  much  as  you  can.  I  am, 
dearest  love,  your  most  humble  servant, 
—  Pear$on  MSS.  **  Sam.  Johnson.'*] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"Sept.  M.  177R. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir,  —  I  now  write  to  you,  lest 
in  some  of  your  freaks  and  humours  you  should 
fancy  yourself  neglected.  Such  fancies  I  must 
entreat  you  never  to  admit,  at  least  never  to  in- 
dulge ;  for  my  regard  for  you  is  so  radicated  and 
fixed,  that  it  is  become  part  of  my  mind,  and  can- 
not be  effaced  but  by  some  cause  uncommonly 
violent ;  therefore,  whether  I  write  or  not,  set  your 
thoughts  at  rest.  I  now  write  to  tell  you  that  I 
shall  not  very  soon  write  again,  for  I  am  to  set 
out  to-morrow  on  another  journey.  •  .  •  • 
Your  friends  are  all  well  at  Streatham,  and  in  Lei- 
cester Fields.'  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Boswell,  if  she  is  in  good  humour  with  mc.  I  am, 
Sir,  &c., 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 
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Excursion     into     France.  —  Pari$.  —  licnedichne 
Monkn,  — Ckoini.  —  PiilaiM-  Rotftil. — Mr».  Femior. 

—  Palait-BoMrhcm.  —  FontaintUeau.  — VcrmiUeg. 

—  TVianon.  —  Santerrc,  the  Brewer.  —  King*s 
LUirary.  —  Sorhonne.  —  St.  Cloud.  —  Sere.  — 
liellecue.  —  Meutlou.  —  Grande- Chartreuse.  — 
Luxcmftourg.  —  Friar  If'tihes.  —  St.  Denit.  — 
ChiintiUy.  —  Comjteiffiic,  —  CamUnty.  —  State  of 
StH-iety  in     France.  —  Modnme    de    Douffler*.  — 

Vitltaire Dr.  liumey'a  Collectanea l.ettert  to 

Mrs.  Montagu,  §cc. 

What  he  mentions  in  such  lirrht  terms  .-w,  "  I 
am  to  set  out  to-morrow  on  another  journey," 
I  soon  af^unviirds  di.«<covrretl  was  no  less  than 
a  tour  to  Franco  with  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Thrale. 
This  vrivn  the  Duly  time  in  his  life  that  he  wont 
ujwn  the  Continent. 

JOHNSON  TO  LEVETT. 

•'  Calais.  Sept.  1<».  IH.S. 
"  Dkar  Sir, —  We  are  here  in  France,  after  a 
very  pleasing  passage  of  no  more  than  sir  hours. 
I  know  not  when  I  shall  write  again,  and  there- 
fore I  write  now,  though  you  cannot  suppose  that 


3  >Vhoro  Sir  Joshiia  Krjnokls  lived.  —  Bosihkll 
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I  have  much  to  say.  You  have  seen  France  your- 
self. From  this  place  we  are  going  to  Rouen,  and 
from  Rouen  to  Paris,  where  Mr.  Tlirale  designs  to 
stay  about  five  or  six  weeks.  We  have  a  regular 
recommendation  to  the  English  resident,  so  we 
shall  not  be  taken  for  vagabonds.  We  think  to  go 
one  way  and  return  another,  and  see  as  much  as  we 
can.  I  will  try  to  speak  a  little  French  ;  I  tried 
hitherto  but  little,  but  I  spoke  sometimes.  If  I 
heard  better,  I  sui)pose  I  should  learn  faster.  I 
am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

'*  Sam.  Johnson.  " 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  Johnson  did  not 
write  an  account  of  his  travels  in  France ;  for 
as  he  is  reported  to  have  once  said,  that  "  he 
could  write  the  Life  of  a  Broomstick,"  *  so,  not- 
withstanding so  many  former  travellers  have 
exhausted  almost  every  subject  for  remark  in 
that  great  kingdom,  his  very  accurate  observ- 
ation, and  peculiar  vigour  of  thought  and 
illustration,  would  have  produced  a  wonderful 
work.  During  his  visit  to  it,  which  lasted  but 
about  two  months,  he  wrote  notes  or  minutes 
of  what  he  saw.  He  promised  to  show  roe 
them,  but  I  neglected  to  put  him  in  mind  of 
it;  and  the  greatest  part  of  them  has  been 
lost,  or  perhaps  destroyed  in  a  precipitate 
burning  of  his  papers  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  which  must  ever  be  lamented :  one  small 
paper  book,  however,  entitled  "  France  II.," 
nas  been  preserved,  and  is  in  my  possession. 
It  is  a  diurnal  register  of  his  life  and  observa- 
tions, from  the  lOth  of  October  to  the  4th  of 
November,  inclusive,  being  twenty-six  days, 
and  shows  an  extraordinary  attention  to  va- 
rious minute  particulars.  Being  the  only  me- 
morial of  this  tour  that  remains,  my  readers,  I 
am  confident,  will  peruse  it  with  pleasure, 
though  bis  notes  are  very  short,  and  evidently 
written  only  to  assist  his  own  recollection. 


"  Tuesday,  Oct.  10.— We  saw  the  Ecolc  Mili- 
taire,  in  which  150  young  boys  are  educated 
for  the  army.  They  have  arms  of  dilTercnt 
sizes,  a(!Cordiugf  to  the  age — flints  of  wood. 
The  building  is  very  large,  but  nothing  fine 
except  the  council-room — The  French  have 
large  squares  in  the  windows.  They  make 
good  iron  palisades "  —  Their  meals  are  gross.^ 

"  Wc  visited  the  Observatory,  a  large  build- 
ing of  a  ^eat  height.  The  upper  stones  ()f 
the  parapet  very  large,  but  not  cramped  with 
iron* — The  flat  on  the  toj)  is  very  extensive; 
but  on  the  insulated  part  there  is  no  parapet 


'  It  in  probable  that  the  author's  memory  here  dccelTed 
him.  and  that  he  wa<  thinking  of  Stella's  remark,  that  Swift 
could  write  finely  upon  a  broomstick.  — J.  Doswell.  Jun. 

»  Alluding,  probably,  to  the  ^no  fritlet  so  frequent  In 
France.  He  haii,  probably,  just  seen  that  of  the  i/tfrc/ d^* 
lHvalidg$,  which  is  one  of  the  finest.  —  Croker. 

^  The  contrary  has  b(>en  the  general  opini(»n  ;  and  Johnson 
was  certainly  a  bad  judge  in  that  point,  if  he  believed  that  his 
own  taste  was  delicate — Crokrk. 

*  There  was  neither  iron  nor  wood  used  in  any  part  of  the 
building  :  an  iron  rail  to  the  stairs  was  afterwards 
.-Croker. 


—  Though  it  was  broad  enough,  I  did  not  care 
to  go  upon  it.  Maps  were  printing  in  one  of 
the  rooms.  — We  walked  to  a  small  convent  of 
the  fathers  of  the  oratory.*  In  the  reading- 
desk  of  the  refectory  lay  the  Lives  of  the 
Saints. 

«»  Wednesday,  Oct.  11.  — AVe  went  to  see 
Hotel  de  Chathis  <*,  a  house  not  very  lar;^e,  but 
very  cWant.  One  of  the  rooms  was  gilt  to  a 
degree  uiat  I  never  saw  before.  The  upper 
part  for  servants  and  their  roasters  was  pretty. 

"  Thence  we  went  to  Mr.  Monvil's,  a  house 
divided  into  small  apartments,  furnished  with 
effeminate  and  minute  elegance  —  Porphyry. 

"  Thence  we  went  to  St.  Roque*s  [AocA] 
church,  which  is  very  large.  The  lowerpart 
of  the  pillars  incrusted  with  marble.  Three 
chapels,  oehind  the  high  altar ;  the  last  a  mass 
of  low  arches.    Altars,  I  believe,  all  round. 

"  We  passed  through  Place  de  Vendome,  a 
fine  square  [octagon],  about  as  bi^  as  Hauover- 
square.  Inhabited  by  the  high  families. 
Louis  XIV.  on  horseback  in  the  middle. 

"Monville  is  the  son  of  a  farmer -general. 
In  the  house  of  ChaHois  is  a  room  furnished 
with  japan,  fitted  up  in  Europe. 

"We  dined  with  Bocage'',  the  Marquis 
Blanchetti,  and  his  lady  —  The  sweetmeats 
taken  by  the  Marchioness  Blanchetti,  after  ob- 
serving that  they  were  dear  —  Mr.  Le  Roy, 
Count  Manucci,  the  abbe,  the  prior  *,  and 
Father  Wilson,  who  stayed  with  me  till  I  took 
him  home  in  the  coach  —  Bathiani  is  gone. 

"  The  French  have  no  laws  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  poor — Monk  not  necessarily 
a  priest  —  Benedictines  rise  at  four;  are  at 
church  an  hour  and  half ;  at  church  again  half 
an  hour  before,  half  an  hour  afler,  dinner ;  and 
again  from  half  an  hour  afler  seven  to  eight  — 
They  may  sleep  eight  hours  —  Bodily  bboar 
wanted  in  monasteries  —  The  poor  taken  into 
hospitals,  and  miserably  kept  —  Monks  in  the 
convent  fifteen  :  accounted  poor. 

«  Thvrsday,  Oct.  12.  —  We  went  to  the  Go- 
belins — Tapestry  makes  a  good  picture  —  imi- 
tates flesh  exactly  —  one  piece  with  a  sdd 
ground  —  the  birds  not  exactly  coloured  — 
Thence  we  went  to  the  king*s cabinet;  very  neat, 
not,  perhaps,  perfect — gouiorc — candles  of  the 
candle-tree — seeds — woods — Thence  toGag- 
nier's^  house,  where  I  saw  rooms  nine,  furnished 
with  a  profusion  of  wealth  and  elegance  which 
I  never  had  seen  before  —  vases  —  pictures  — 
the  dragon  china  —  The  lustre  is  said  to  be  of 
crystal,  and  to  have  cost  3,5001.  —  The  whole 


>  k  convent  close  to  the  Obserratory,  now  a  kind  of  IjiBff- 
in  hospital.—  Crokbk. 

«  Probably  the  Hotel  of  the  Duke  da  Ck«fr*t.  M  tlM 
comer  of  the  Rue  de  Crenelle  and  the  Boulevard  de«  fan- 
valides — Crokbb. 

7  Madame  Du  Bocage.    See  pott,  p.  46&.  n.  9. — CtOKtt. 

«  Who  the  abb£  was  does  not  appeur,  but  the  oChera  vera 
members  of  the  English  Benedictine  convent  at  Paris.  — 
Croker.  The  then  prior  of  the  English  Benedictines  wM 
n.nmfKl  Cowle>-.  —  MARKLANn. 

•  Perhaits  fiafcny,  intendant  dec  Flnanoet,  who  had  £  Oaa 
hoiue  in  the  Rue  de  Varcnnes.  —  Croku. 
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Aimitiire  sai*!  to  have  co5t  125,000/.  —  Damask 
^""  ''"'•  '>vc'redl  with  pictures  —  Porjibyry  — 
i  struok  Hit?  —  Then    wc  waited  on 

u.    lu  MonviJlcs  —  Cttptain  Ir will  with 

ns  '  —  •  »*>p»iii  —  CViunty  t4>wn«s  all  Wjfgrint  — 
'  At  Dijon  lie  couhl  nol  find  the  v/ny  to  Orleans 
^ — Cross  ruitds  of  Fmncic  very  bad  —  Five 
■  soldiers  —  Woniun  —  Soldiers  e-jcuped  —  The 

*  colonel  would  not  hwt*  five  men  for  the  death 
'  of  oae  woman  —  The  laajristrate  cannot  seize  li 

*  t*i»ldi»*r  hut  by  the  colonurs  pemiisslon — Good 

*  iJifi  at  Ni.imeB  —  M*>>rsi  of  Harh;iry  fi>nd  of 
'  !'     '    '    I  n — riihraltareiiiint^ntly healthy;  it 

au  IJarhdry — There  is  li  largo  giirdeu 
"--  .-,.,.,,1..  i>  sornetimeii  fidl  from  the  r«x-k.' 

*' /Vic/uy,  Oet.  l:j.  —  T  Ht^tycd  at  home  all 
day,  only  wont  to  tind  the  prior,  who  was  not 
at  home  —  1  rend  sotueihing  in  Canxis^  —  Ncc 

^  SiituniiJi/.  Oct.  14. — We  went  to  t!ie  house 

of  M   [!>']  Argen>on,  which  wjis  almost  wain- 

^  hxiking-gliiynes,  and  covered  with 

hid y'p  eloiiet  wiunscotted  with  hirge 

M^iLxr-    i!   ;:I;Lss  over  pjiinted  paper  — They 

tUwju-(  iliac*'  mirrors  to  reflect  tneir  roomss, 

**  11  lit  to  Julien*«t\  the  treasurer 

of  th  30,iK>0/.  a  yesir  —  The  houBc 

I:  '  room,  but  is  set  with  mirrors^ 

1  ^old  —  Booki  of  wood  heru, 

^  .\  ]  I  looked  into  the  books 

ill  th         ,  ,  and  in  contempt  ahowed 

lh«m  to  Air.  T[hrnie j  — '  Prince  Titi  ♦ ;  BibU 


;il»r4r»  Xo  bo  a  Titlnar»  of 


des  F^ca,  nnd  other  bonks  —  She  was  oflended, 
and  shut  up,  as  we  heanl  allerwards,  her  apart- 
ment. 

**  Then  we  went  to  Julien  le  Roy,  the  king's 
watt'hnuiker,  u  muii  of  character  in  hi«  huaiuesK, 
who  showed  a  small  dock  made  to  tind  the 
longitude,     A  decent  man. 

**  Afterw arils  we  saw  the  Palais  Marchand^ 
and  the  courts  of  justice,  civil  and  erirainnl  — 
Queries  on  the  SellfUe  ^'  —  This  building  has 
the  old  Gothic  ptu^isiige^s,  aiid  a  great  appearunee 
of  antiquity.  Three  hundred  priijouers  scuue- 
tirues  ill  the  gaol. 

"]Mii<!h  di.sturbed;  hope  no  ill  will  be.'' 

"  In  the  attcrnooQ  I  visited  Mr.  Freroa  the 
journalist.'  He  fyioka  Latin  verv  scantily,  but 
fieemed  to  untlerstnnd  me.  ills  house  tK»t 
splendid,  but  of  eommudious  size.  His  fiimily, 
wife,  sou'',  and  dm-liiir,  not  elevated,  but  de- 
cent. 1  w.'is  1  ti  my  reception.  He 
is  to  translutt'  i  ^  ,  whitJi  I  am  to  seiid 
him  with  noteis. 

♦*iS'«»«^/y,  Oct,  ]S, — At  Choiaij  It  royal  pHliicc 
on  the  bjinks  of  the  Seine,  al^iut  7  m.  from 
Paris.  The  terrace  noble  ulan>i:  the  river.  The 
rooms  numerou!*  and  ijrantl,  1  '"  •  niiu- 

nuted  Irom  othiT  palaces.  TIj'.  ilirid, 

but  sm^ill  —  China  globe*  ^  les  — 

labyrinth  —  stidting  table  "^  —  I  ". 

»'il/wi^%,  Oi't  16.  — The  I' ..   ;-'  V''ry 

jfrand,  large  and  lofty  ^  A  very  great  CMllee- 
tjon  of  pictures^  three  of  KaDbm*! — two  Holy 
Family — one  small  piece  of  M.  Angelo  —  one 


In  ir*o»U(«  <ir  *-6in>  P*iHie  Titt  In  V^r 
KrJtlen,  thu   work   U  cttjnt.      Thr 

li  jIi  li".  (' ViTiit  :'r.  t'.s  I,  ri!l   M  at*  IaJiT  <  ■■, 


'"•      CIceion." -i— Vlgnoul'MarTlllUna.      eT«M 
■;rtr-  wrr. 


hvxf-  fc.Mf»wu  waii  H 


It*  mn- 


r  CrtlMKi  4UMi  Um  tUkw  iHMiu  ipUJV>Lv^'«^ 
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room  of  Rubens  —  I  ihought  tlie  pictures  of 
Rapbnel  tine. 

"  The  Thuillcriea  —  Statues :  Venus  —  Mn, 
and  Anchisca  in  bb  arniB  —  Nilus  —  mwny 
more  —  The  walks  not  open  to  mean  persona 
— Chairs  at  night  hired  for  two  sous  a  piece  — 
Pont  toiirujint.' 

"Austin  Nuna*  —  Grate  — Mr?.  Fenrnor^ 
nbtiess  —  She   knew  Pope,   iind  thought  him 

illsugroejihle  —  Mrs.  has  many  books  — 

\ui»  sseen  life  —  Their  frontlet  disngreeablc  — 
Their  hood  —  Their  liie  easy  —  llise  about 
five;  hour  and  half  in  chapel — Dine  at  ten 
—  Another  hour  and  hall"  in  chapel;  half  an 
hour  about  three,  arid  half  an  hour  more  at 
seven  —  fniLP  hours  in  chap<J  —  A  large  gar- 
den —  Tluiteen  pcnaioners  *  —  Teat^hers  eom- 
plained. 

"  At  the  Boiilevarda  saw  nothing,  yet  was 

f  lad  to  be  there  —  Rope-danein;;  and  farce  — 
Igg^  danee  —  N.  B,  rlear  Paris,  whether  on 
week -days  or  Sundays,  the  roods  empty. 

''Tuesday,  Oct.  17.  — At  the  Pttlait  Mar- 
ckand  I  bought  — 


AsnulTboJi 

Tublv*  book 
Seifflors  3  p  [pair] 


-     24  Utrt; 


{LivTf)  6S  —  SI,  \Qt.  6d.  rterling. 

**  We  heard  the  lawyers  plead — N.  As 
many  killed  at  Paris  as  there  are  days  in  the 
yeiu- — Chombre  tie  question^  —  Tournelle  at 
the  Palais  Marchand  ' — An  old  venerable 
building^. 

**  The  Palais  Bourbon,  belonging  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde  —  Only  one  amall  wing  shown 
—  loily  —  spleudid  —  gold    and    glass  —  The 


'   R^frtfv  tHp  fp^filotlortj  the  ^ftifspp  from  the   ^.ird<*n  of 

^1  .    ►j*-    .1.  ;.   ,  ..-   .L       n.   . .  ,  v-f     ._    .    ...  ..^  ,\  pout 

il.n-tl4y 
...■■    i-; ' -..-,.'• — '■ i.JbeW.^ 

s  TliO  KngUih  ronvent  of  Notre  Dam<i  tie  Sitm,  nf  the 
orilt^r  of  St>  .^uguttine,  »tU4ted  In  the  Uu9  dei  fatst'^t  St. 
Victor  —  L'hohrk. 

>  rh<<  iilccf  Mf  .VratR-lla  Fermor»  ttic  BtiiHiia  of  the  R  ipr 
of  the  T-ock.-  CitoRFn,  t^frt  Jntrnjun  m.  ntioMi  h>:T  In  hli 
LkfcorT'ui*:  "  Wi.  "loubt, 

for  4t  rati*,  a  fe^  r,  who 

«r'MUlr»1   1(1   an    T'l  w'-ifk 


tvro'v  ;i(i  mil  yuuii^ 

titillr. 

J   I  I  i)  not  for  hl» 

own  tu»v  __  L'uojttu,  isKi 
*  Tilts  A Mj  one  of  the  room*  of  the  ComirrgtHe^  wh<;r«  /d 

i; !/,» r* ."(,  -     (.irliifr  —  Wiii  A;>()ll«d CkoKKIU 

I-  «l(rn«ti'd  that  portion  of  the  n»r- 
d  criminal  c4U>c*,  «iid  ^ht%  ai \\Mi 


—  0(r 
«•    II 

pe»r« 


>,  uiiUvr  in(i«t  u>elit«ichulf  oicuinjtJifi&e*. 


T  )ii«  •■J.|i;irii-'.J  ^^  ii.-,  of  wtikK  th*'re 


battles  of  the  great  Connie  arc  painted  in  one 
of  the  rooms  —  The  preitent  pnqce  a  gruiul- 
aire  at  thiiLy-nine.' 

'*  The  si^ht  of  palaces,  and  other  ^eat 
buildings,  leaves  no  very  diiitinct  n- 

less  to  those  who  talk  of  (hem —  \  «[, 

my  wife  wa«  in  my  mlud'^;  she  »*.-.*. 4  >*.ive 
been  nlcused.  Having  now  nobody  to  plejuc, 
I  iini  little  pleased. 

^'^  N>  B.  In  France  there  is  no  midiUe  rank.'*' 

*'  So  many  shop*  open,  that  Sunday  is  Utile 
di>*tinfjui"»hed  at  Paris  — ^ITie  palaee$  nf  l^ouvre 
and  Thuillertfs  granted  out  in  lodgitig». 

'*  In  the  PaiaiM  de  BourboTL,  gSt  globes  of 
metnl  at  the  fire-plaec. 

"  The  French  beiJa  commended  —  Much  of 
the  marble  only  paate. 

*'^  The  co!os5seum  '*  a  mere  wooden  btiiltling, 
at  least  muf  h  of  it. 

"  Wednesday,  Oct  18.  — We  went  to  Fon- 
tninebleaii,  which  we  found  a  large  mean  town* 
crowded  with  people  —  The  fi.r  -r  il.iik  wicii 
woods,  very  extensive— Mun  .u5'l-^.'] 

secured  us  lodging*  —  The  u;^  of  the 

country  i)leasant  —  no  hills,  lew  strejiuift,  ouly 
one  hedge — ^1  remember  no  chapels  o*>r  eru%N?fl 
on  the  road — Pavement  atill,  ait<i  rows  of  trcc»« 

"  N.B.  Nobody  but  mean  people  walk  in 
Paris. 

"  Thurmbfj,  Oct,  19.  — At  court  we  sftw  tlw 
apartments  —  Tlwj  king's  bed-chamber  nnd 
CiHincil-ehaciber  extremely  splendid  =*  Per- 
sons of  all  i-anJu  In  the  external  rooms  tlirough 
which  the  family  paases — servants  and  nmsten 
—  Brunei  "  with  us  the  second  time. 

"  The  intrwluctor  come  to  us  — civil  to  tat 
^Presenting  —  I  had  scrupleii  '^  —  Not  neces- 
sary—  We  went  and  saw  the  king  and  quocn 
at  dinner  —  We  saw  the  other  ladies  at  dtnii«r 


uufcitimliHl.lu  the  in'^nn*  \n  witlrh  h^  apftfmt^  to  haf^fe 

i^m 

it.      Fr.incfi  was.  :-    '* ,..,.■.           l-^. ........   .  . 

lijt* 

th-' chrgy,  the  w 

•' 

iaid  ihal  there   '■•■ 

hm 

thrnt-,  Tl..d      ..,,...• 

f 

Ell. 

tlu 

.., 

mi" 

ni 

Ih. 

Tit 

haiJ 

-« 

con 

1"  ■ 

npAi 

,u 

lh> 

r, 

.  i»  ffpmtt^  w« 


Krij:! I.   ••  r    .'I  '..u 

ipn:vti1  iill  over  il>  ,. 

own  trlind  ;   wlu.  :■  ,1^ 

'     '            '   ax  am  tint,- u  Hi  i'h^  'jiij  ji.tt .  ..^     ,k  "' 

MtUtliii;,  wlilcli  »tt«"d  111  Till'  Honor/. 
• -i  of  Kauvl»gl).  4iid  i««»d«*u >>,..<.  ^  ,.  -  ^^AnAltof. 

k'^  FfrhApa    U.  J.    L.    Druae<,   a  c#lf^brtti0«|   •dtVMI*.' 
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I 
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•^Msdiime  EUzabetli,  wilh  die  Princess  of 
Gaiioeiie  — At  night  we  wunt  to  a  comply  — 
I  ncitlier  uaw  nor  heanl  —  Drunken  women  — 
Mn*.  T.  preferred  one  to  the  other. 

♦*  Fridtitf^  Oct.  20.  — Wo  siiw  the  qncon  mount 
in  the  forest  —  Brown  hsibit ;  rtnic  aside :  one 
hktly  rode  a-side '  —  The  queen's  horse  light 
prov  —  miirtlngale  —  She  galloped  —  We  then 
y,''  '  ■'  '  apitrtments,  and  atluiired  them  — 
'I  I  ri'd  tlironfljh  thf  palace  —  In  the 

ti..  iM^  md  shops  ^  Pttintinp  in  freaoo 

b^        J  NT,  worn   ruit  —  We  saw  the 

ktu^  •  hijf  ....-  and  doj^:*  —  The  dng&  almost  all 
English  —  degenerate  —  The  horses  not  much 
coviimended  —  The  stAblcs  eool ;   t  he   kennel 

"  At  nicht  the  ladies  went  to  the  openi  — 
I  reftued,  but  nlmuJd  huve  been  welcome. 
^*  The  king  fed  himsell'  with  his  lell  hand  ha 

**  Saiurdatf^  Oct  21. — In  the  night  1  ^*t 
rntind —  We  ejiine  Lome  to  Pa.ria  —  I  think  we 
did  not  see  tlie  ehapcl  —  Tree  broken  by  the 
wind  —  The  French  chuiri  made  all  of  boards 
piwntwL' 

'•  V  n  SioUlicrs  at  the  court  of  jwaticc '  — 
S  I    iimeniibic  to  th«  amgiatratca  — 

**  Fagou  in  the  nrdoec — Kvery  thine  slovenly, 
cexcq>t  in  the  djief  rooms  —  Trees  in  tlje 
ruoKlts  9t)me  tidU  nune  old,  ui^iny  very  young 
and  ffmiilL 

**  Wt>nien'«  »mldlea  seem  ill  mrule  —  Queen'* 
bridle  woven  with  nilver  —  Tag^  to  strike  the 

•*  Sunday,  Oct.  2*2.  —  To  Ver*aille*,  a  meim  * 
f^_,.  —  1  ...^:..,,..s.  0f  business  passing —  ISIenn 
•  !  wull  — Our  way  luy  tbrouj^h 

hi     ,  thinu  manufacture  —  Wooden 

bridge  al  H»)ve,  in  the  wiiy  io  A'^eraailles  — 
Thio  palu^o  of  gnat  extent  —  Tlie  fmnt  long  j 
I  nm  it  not  nerfectly  —  The  Menftgerie  ^ 
Cygneta  dark;  their  bl«ek  feet ;  on  the  g^round ; 
I  —  IljUeyoiiis  <jr  trolls  —  Stwg  and  hind, 
^ — Avinrv,  viTV  hu'je  ;  the  nef^  wire  — 
TBT    '  i  —  Khino<  ero.s  the 

h-  ,  whifh,  I  i)iippo»e^ 

Will  jrt'w  ,  iii«  fpj-i.^.  i  \uu\K,  four  inehes  iicro^a ; 
tlte  ii'in  folds  like  loose  cloth  doubled  over  hij) 


«,il    rtlqiirtlr    «( 


^r.^\\^ 


i\  on  t4>   pn-niiit  Hi 


body,  and  cros*  his  hips ;  a  vast  animal,  thouoh 
young ;  03  big,  perhaps,  ns  four  oxen  —  Tlie 
young  elephant,  with  hi»  tu»ks  just  appearinj^ 

—  The  br<twu  bear  jmt  out  bin  paws  —  oU  very 
tame  —  The  lion — The  tij^cra  I  did  not  well 
view  —  The  camel,  or  dromedary,  with  two 
bunches  rnlled  the  Huij^uin^,  taller  than  any 
horse  —  Two  caracls  vritli  one  bunrh  —  Antony 
the  VwiU  wtts  u  pcliean,  who  being  let  out, 
went  to  a  fountain,  and  gsram  about  to  catch 
fish  —  his  feet  well  webbed  ;  he  dipped  Iilh 
head,  and  turned  his  lonnr  bill  sidew.iys^^ — lie 
caught  two  or  three  fish,  but  did  not  eat  them. 

**  Trianon  is  a  kind  of  retreat  apix'ndunl  to 
Versailles  —  It  has  an  open  portieo  ;  the  pave- 
ment, and,  I  think,  the  pillars,  of  mai'ble — 
There  are  many  r<x>ms,  which  I  do  not  dSi»- 
linetly  remember — A  table  of  porjihyry, 
about  five  feet  long^,  and  between  two  and 
three  bnmd,  ^*ven  to  Louis  XIV,  by  the  Vene- 
tian state  —  In  the  council-room  nbno»t  jdl  that 
wiu?  nol  dtwtr  or  window  was,  I  think,  looking- 
lihys^  —  Little  Tiiunou  «!>  a  ^tiiall  jvalace  like  a 
grntlenijur«  house  — The  upper  flfM»r  paved 
with  brick"  — Little  Vienne  —  The  court  is  ill 
puvi'd  —  TI' ■  v<">>i!.i  ;ii  the  U\[\  arc  small,  fit  to 
aoothe  til*  >i\  with  privacy  —  In  the 

front  of  \  ire  small   basiiH  of  water 

on  the  ierrace,  ami  other  ba>^ins,  I  iJiink,  below 
tliem — There  arc  little  courts — The  p'eat 
EfaUery  is  wjunseotted  with  mirrors  not  very 
large,  l»ut  joined  by  frames — I  suppose  the 
larj^e  platen  were  not  yet  maile  —  The  |>lay- 
house  was*  very  large*  —  The  cha(i«l  **  I  do  not 
remember  if  we  saw  —  We  saw  one  <  I  '  ' 
I  am  not  certain  whether  there  or  :i 

—  The  foreign  ofliee  paved  with  bri.  kn  |  m..  -  | 
— The  dinner  half  a  loui»  each,  and,  1  think,  a 
h*uis  over  —  Money  ^ivfii  at  menu;r*'«''''  «i'r<»' 
livres;  at  palace^  six  Hvres. 

jailNSON  TO  LEVETT. 

"  Vu\B,  Oct.  n.  1T7I». 
••  l>iA»  Sjit^  —  We  ar^  still  herr,  commonly  vri-y 
bu*y  ia  luukiu^  about  e*.      Wr  hivr  been  m-d«y 
at  VvmtiUos,     Vi*u  1.  i   not 

dewrtlH!  It.    Wccnmc;  'Itiu, 

whert*  the  court  i»  iiuw  V*  c  «  nu  u>  mv  mc  kiiij^ 
nnd  qutfcn  hI  dinaer,  and  the  quceu  wm  to  hn- 


•  THiM  mIUmiI  ibtmid  br  *|>|»IM  to  thlt  animal  ftlth  ao« 
~  ]lfi««riii.u 
H'  upper  flour*  or  «in»t  liouMt  In  f>«n«*  «!•  Iltnt. — 


frnin  6»<txl   of  tlgliL 
% — CaoxKK. 


^^ 
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|)KStsed  by  Miss  K  that  she  sent  one  or  tbe  genlle- 
uwtx  to  inquire  wht>  %he  was,  I  lind  all  tniy  that 
you  have  ever  told  me  ut  Parisi.  Mr.  'Hfirale  Is 
very  libernl,  and  fcecj«  us  two  coaches,  ntid  a 
%*t'ry  fine  table ;  but  1  think  our  cotikery  very  biid. 
Mrv  Thrjile  got  into  a  convent  of  English  nunfi, 
and  I  tnlked  with  her  through  the  grate.  siTid  1  iim 
very  kindly  ui*c*l  by  the  English  Benedictine  friars. 
But  upon  the  whole  1  cannot  mako  much  ac- 
quaintance here;  and  though  the  churches,  imlaces, 
iind  iwiine  private  bouses  are  very  magnificent, 
there  is  no  very  great  pleasure  jifler  having  setn 
many,  in  "jetinjj  more  ;  at  least  the  pleasure,  what- 
ever it  be,  must  some  time  have  an  end,  and  we 
are  beginning  to  think  when  we  shall  come  home. 
Mr  Tlirale  calculates  that  as  we  left  Strentliam  im 
the  i5th  of  SejilembiTj  wc  shall  sec  it  again  about 
the  1 5ih  of  NuvemlHrr. 

"*  I  think  I  had  not  l)cen  on  ihi*  side  of  the  sea 
five  days  before  1  found  a  sensible  impruvement  in 
tny  heAlih.  1  ran  a  raee  in  the  rain  thU  day,  and 
beat  Barettt<>  liaretti  t^  a  Hue  fellow,  and  speaks 
French,  I  think,  quite  as  well  as  English. 

*•  Make  niy  conipHments  to  Mrs.  Wiltiams;  and 
give  my  iuve  lo  Frauets;  and  tell  my  frieniLs  (hat 
I  am  tiut  luxt.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  atl'cctionate 
humble,  &c.,  Sam.  JoUN&osr/* 

'•'^Mmdat/^  Oct.  23.  —  Last,  night  I  wrote 
to  Levett.  —  We  went  to  suo  ihe  hioking- 
gliWi^es  wrought  —  They  come  from  Nor- 
ummiy  in  ca!*t  plates,  perhajjs  tho  third  of  an 
itK'h  thick  —  At  Paris  they  are  ^rnuml  uimn 
a  mm'hlL"  table,  by   rabbiujii;   one   j^late   upon 


i 


nauthcr  with  grit  botwcun  them  —  The  various  ) 
smi(l»,  of  which  there  ure  said  to  he  live,  1 
cotild  not  learn  —  The  h.'indle,  by  which  the 
upper  gliiss  iS  moved,  has  the  form  of  a  wheel, 
which  rnay  ha  moved  in  all  directions  — The 

Elates  ore  sent  np  with  their  snrfiices  irround, 
ut  not  polished,  and  so  continue  till  thoy  aure 
bcjpoken,  lest  time  should  spoil  the  ^irface,  n^ 
we  vrere  told  —  Those  that  are  to  be  puliahed 
are  laid  on  a  table  covered  with  several  thick 
clotiis,  hard  strained,  that  the  resistance  may 
be  e<|uaJ  :  they  are  then  rubbed  witli  a  band 
rubber*  held  down  hard  by  ii  contrivance 
which  T  did  not  well  understand  — The  powder 
which  h  \ised  last  seemed  to  mc  to  \yi  iron 
dissolved  iu  afjuafortis;  thev  called  it,  as 
Jiaretti  enicl,  marc  de  Veau  forle^  which  he 
tliotight  was  drears  —  They  meuiioned  vitriol 
and  saltpetre  —  The  cannon  ball  swum  in  tbe 
quicksilver  — -To  silver  them,  u  leai'  of  boalen 
tm  \s  laid,  and  rublwd  witii  quicksilver,  to 
which  it  unites  —  Then  more  quicksilver  is 
poured  upon  it,  which, by  its  mutual  [attraction] 
rises  very  high  — Then  a  paper  is  laid  ut  the 
nearest  end  of  the  plate,  over  which  the  gliiss 
is  slided  till  it  lies  upon  the  plute,   hnvitig 


*  *n»<'  Urtlol  (1^  VUI<»  —  «  Br.Krn. 

AiiftrA    LouUXVt.     to   (  1,1  tfie 

troo|H  titiit  iriiitttrnJ  It  dur^ 

*  A  niUrp.uliiitf,  I  iliituk.  ii  .1i.i.i..hii  *  si^.,  ir.ir  t)t**ttwii 
S/mtrHUttrum  i  Libftf,  I  Vn^tw  aiao  wi*rk  rntltTpJ  D*»ft»ti$ 
Sanciuarium.  —  Cmokick,  IN-IC. 


driveti  much  of  the  quicksilver  Itefore  it  —  It 
is  then,  I  tliijdt,  pressi-^  uptm  rlotl^  ftf\il  then 
set  sloping  to  droi)  the  supertluout*  mercury  : 
the  slope  is  dully  Leight^tieil  towards  u  pur* 
pcndiculur. 

'*  In  the  way  I  saw  the  Gr^ve,  the  mayor's 
hcmsc',  ami  the  Bastile,  Wi-  ilifn  \v,nt  to 
Sans-terre,  a  brewer*  —  lie  1  it 

as  much  malt  as  Mr,  Thrale.  ,  *  r 

at  the  same  price^  thou*:h  he  pay«  no  Outv  for 
malt,  and  little  more  than  half  as  mucfi  fV>r 
beer  —  Beer  is  sold  retail  at  sixpence  a  IjoiiIc 

—  He  brews  4,000  barrels  a  year  —  lh«Tr  arc 
seventeen  brtiwers  in  Paris,  of  vvL  In 
supposed  to  brew  more  than  he-  ;» 
them  at  3,000  each,  they  make  <ii."wi'  u  yar 
— They  make  their  malt,  for  malting  is  here  no 
trade, 

'*  The  moat  of  the  Bastile  is  dry. 

''Tiwsdafj,  <9r/.  24.— We  visited  tl...  kTru/* 
library  —  I  saw  the  Spft^tlum  Hm  .<- 

^trtww,  rudely  printed,  with  ink,  son i  lie, 

s'ometiijura  black;  part  supposed  to  l>e  with 
wooden  tvpes,  and  part  witli  pn^5  cut  ill 
boani?.  Tlie  Bible  siippofied  to  be  older  tluut 
that  of  IMentT:,^  in  1402  ;  it  has  no  date  :  it  is 
supposed  to  have  been  printed  with  woollen 
types  — ^I  am  iu  doubt;  the  print  is  lari;e  *nd 
fair,  in  two  folios —  Another  bwT:  '     .n 

me,  supposed  to  have  been  printed  •  ti 

typpa — \  xMink  Dvrartdi  Sanctuari,.,>,     .m  ,  ;,*4i 

—  This  is  inferred  from  the  diflcrence  of  form 
sometimes  seen  in  the  same  letter,  w  bi.-ii  Tuiirht 
lie  struck  witii  dlOei-ent  punt  1  !n* 
regular  similitude  of  most  lett<irs  i  '''f 
that  they  are  metal  —  I  saw  notliitm  but  tlie 
Spfculutk  which  T  had  not  seen,  I  thitlV,  befoiv. 

"  Thence  t<>  the  Sorbonne  —  The  librury 
very  large,  not  in  lattices  like  the  king's  — 
Marbone  and  DurniuU^  q.  collectioa  14  voL 
ficripUtres  de  rebwt  Galticis^  many  fulins— • 
Hisluire  Ghiialogique  of  France^  9  voL  — 
Gallia  ChrtAtiana^  the  first  edition*  4 to ,  the 
last,  f.,  12  vol.  —  The  jjrior  and  U^-  -  -  -.  i-.^j 
with    us  —  I    waited   on  them  h  Ir 

garden  pretty,  with  covered  walk  "I  ; 

yet  may  hold  many  students  —  T 1  >f 

the  Surbonnc  are  all  equal  —  eho« <  iu» 

succeed  to  vacancies — Profit  little. 

"  Wednesday^  Oct.  25.  —  I  went  with  tl»c 
prior  to  St.  Cloud,  t«:»  see  Dr.  HiMikc  *  —  We 
walked  r^mnd  the  palace,  and  hiwl  *Mm#»  tnlk  — 
I  dined  with  our  wiiole  com|n  lv. 

tcry  —  In    the  library.   Bet  — 

Titwt^  from  Boocace  —  Oraim  i  rtn.  ri.nuK  t4i 
the  Virgin,  from  Petrarch  ;  Falkland  toSandts 

—  Drydeu's  Preface  to  the  third  vol.  of  Mi*- 
eellanies.** 


'  Srcond  Kin  of  IJookfl.  the  hlvtorUn.  a  4ortft  < 

Itontitf.  —  CwuKfcii, 

♦  lie  mi»»ii*,  I  iiip|M>in«,  ihflt  Ire  ri«A»l  thv*.^ 
wlille  br  r«ntinlt]f>cl  In  llir  ItttrAry.  —  Uo«v  • 
tiirrfly   have  rrad  aiijr  thin*  on  nirh   a  m 

rc4HilU<ction  i>r  t-'4ll.Uii4  aii4  t>r^«ii'ii.  -^  Cft' 
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♦*  Thutxila^,  Oct.  26.  —  We  saw  the  china  At 
Sdvc,  cut»  glazed,  painted — BcUevuc  \  a 
pleasing  hou»Q^  nut  great  i  fine  prosptHJl  — 
M(*iidonf  All  old  palace  —  Alexander,  in 
porphyry :  hollow  between  eyes  and  nose, 
thtn  cheoks  —  Plato  and  Aristotle— N«tblo 
terrace  overlooks  the  town.  —  St.  Cloud  — 
Gallery  not  v«ry  hl«rh  nor  grunrl,  but  ple^nnj 
— Ill  the  r(Mini8,  Alii-hiu^l  An^relo  drawn  by 
him^dt^  SirThomua  More,  Dei  Carte*,  Bochart, 
KfiuiittuiH  Miizurine  —  Gilded  wuiuseot,  so 
ciuuniOTi  thjit  it  is  not  minded  —  Gougb  «nd 
Kecno  —  llooke  cimie  to  us  at  the  inn  —  A 
mesitiuro  iVorn  Dniinijoald.* 

••Fn/Ajy,   Oit.  27.  — I    staid  at    home  — 

(km^li  iinil   Ivcene»  and  Mrs.  S 's' friend 

dintt<l  with  us — ^This  day  wu  U»gan  to  have  a 
fire ^ The  woather  is  grrcmn  very  viAA^  nnd,  I 
f&utf  hu  a  boil  effect  u^mn  my  breath,  which 
has  grown  much  tnorc  frcMi  and  eoij  in  this 
country. 

♦»  Sutvfdat/,  Oct.  28.  —  I  visited  the  Gnmd 
ChATtreux  *,  built  by  St,  Louis  —  It  is  built  for 
fl>rty,  but  f'ontiuiis  only  twenty-four*  and  will 
not  nutiniain  more  —  The  friar  that  spoke  ix:) 
U*  had  a.  pretty  apartment —  !Mr.  Unretti  says 
four  rooms ;  I  remember  but  three  —  Ilis 
lH)«>kA  iseeniL'd  to  he  French  —  His  garden  was 
neat ;  he  ^av*^  me  f^rapes  —  We  saw  the  Plaee 
*le  \^ulotrt',  wiih  the  siatueai  of  the  king,  and 
ihe  cuiitivi^  natiouK, 

•*  Wr  ^n-w  thf  p-ilace  and  gardens  of  Luxcm> 
b«>'  I'crv  was  shut  —  We  elinibed 

to  —1  dined  with  Colebroke  *, 

hiid  mil  h  com]>jiny  —  Foote,  Sir  George 
cury*,  Motteux,  L'lLson,  Tsiiif — Called  on 
prvOTt  and  found  him  in  bed, 

••JJotd  —  a  guinea  a  day — Coaeh^  three 
„.,;,...,.  ,  ,„,...!-  -^ViJet  de  plaee,  three  ha 
'')•',  it  uuineii  a  week  — 
ix  I.  a  heud  —  Our  ordinary 
[v  »  be  about  five  ^ruineus  a  day 

—  I  niiry  ex|»en8e^  :is  diven«ion», 

grauuicGv,  cluthes,  I  cannot  rcdton  —  Our  tra- 


.  iKtrr  } 


^Mlii-T   II-.  Uir  Km 


11*naitii.  \ua, 

.(  *itti  r  of  Mr.  ClMrlKi  TownUy,  who 

:      ppr.  and  accompvnlrd 

to  MmIaiim?  4u  0oc4ki>. 

'  "*  7rf»vimf,  the  rnn- 
Liioj  to  th«  laih 
I  or  the  otfimr  la 

..,    ill.   Mm  .  k.Vi 


veiling  is  ten  guineas  a  day — 'White  etficldnga, 
18  L»-^  Wig  — Hat. 

•*  Suftdau,  Oe*.  29.  —  We  »i»w  the  boordift^ 
scbi>ol  —  The  En/am  trouvh — A  room  with 
about  eiu:hty-fii?c  children  in  cradles,  05  4wcf*t 
ufi  a  narluur.  —  Tht'y  lose  a  third ;  tak«  in 
to  perliaf*3  more  than  seven  [years  old]  ;  put 
them  to  tru/ie« ;  pin  to  thc^n  the  patjers  »rnt 
with  them  —  Want  nursed —  Saw  tJieir  chapeh 
Went  to  St.  Kustixtia"^;  saw  an  innumcral>le 
com]>any  of  girla  catechised,  in  nuu»y  bodice, 
fMLThap«  100  to  a  cat^'ihijjt  —  Boys  taught  at 
one  time,  girls  at  another  —  The  sermon  :  the 
preacher  wean*  u  cap,  which  he  ttdtes  oil'  at  the 
tuutw  —  hi*  attiou  uniform,  not  very  violent. 

*'  Monday,  Oct.  30-  —  Wc  saw  the  library  of 
St.  Germain  '"  —  A  very  noble  collection  — 
dnlex  Dipinftrttm  OMiiorttrn,  1459—  a  letter, 
square  like  tliat  ol  ihe  Office*^  perhap8  the 
samo  —  The  Codex^  by  Fust  and  Gertwbeym 
—  Mvurmu,  12  v.  fob  —  Amadis,  in  French, 
y  voL  foL  —  Catholicom  sine  colophotie,  bat 

of  1460  —  Two  other  editions  '^  one  by 

Atf^untiji.  de  Civitate  Dei,  without  name,  date, 
or  pl:4ce,  l)ut  of  Fu**t'»  square  letter  ai»  it  deems. 

'^^  I  dined  with  Col.  Drumgould ;  bad  a  pleas- 
ing ufteiTt*>on. 

**  Some  of  the  hooka  of  St.  Germain's  stand 
in  presses  from  tlie  wall,  like  tliose  at  OxforrL 

"  Twjtday,  OcL  31.—  1  lived  ot  the  Bcnedie- 
tineii;  niea^e  tlay ;  soup  mea^nv,  herrings^  ccln, 
both  with  sauce  ^  fried  fish ;  lenttlii^  tsi«it4.de8»  in 
tlieuiselvi?s  —  In  the  library ;  where  1  found 
Maffeu*,%  tie  lliMlorm  Indtco :  Prffmuidt/rium 
Jicctere^  to  dou}}k  the  Cape  —  I  parted  very 
tenderly  from  the  prior  and  Friar  Wilkes. 

"  Maitre  dfs  Artx,  2  y.^-Bmc.  ThtwL  3  y, 
— Licentiate^  2  y.  —  Doctor  Th.  2  y.  in  all  J* 
years  — For  the  (t-f  .'  *  -  »>.^,...  <*-pt)tatio«g, 
Major,   Minot%  roI!egi:y^ 

suppressed,  and  f  i   :  Ahii;h  wi** 

Uie  Jesuits'  College. 

"  IVedHctday,  Nov.  L  — We  Itfl  Paris  — 
St.  Dcni»,  a  large  town  :  the  church  not  very 


t{  ■     "^       -         iirn  to  takfl  tiU  put  is  iha  Mrt<c«t 


h»»*.      I'fliifr*.  n 


tnir 


UMd     li: 

*  r».i 

»  St    , 
Chuiliciii. 

*^  1S1.  Uvrtn«lii  (Irt  Vrtt,  tb«  to<j  ccl«bnitrd  aitiiavf.  lu 
lltirnry  Mfii»  tuhl^  diict  (hi'  kliit'i  UUrniry  •!  I'^rk*  M.tul  rii«l  of 
M     ^•-."        '  >  br  th«  rl('h*«t  In  tiunii«crii>ft  tu  Eurotw.— 

[.nA   In  rala  Inbo   t>*  nim,   M^^rnuiii,   UrtAll- 


irrh  of  %t.  KiicUrh^,  ^ 


titv   inv.iK.i 


Uuv 


.Mlr4   I.I   It...    HtK.I.I.    Mi|. 

ij  tLii>in>„iinr  it  ||  ktiuwit 
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Iwfje,  but  the  mldille  aisle  ia  very  lofty  anil 
siwful.  On  the  left  aro  chapela  built  beyond 
the  line  of  the  wall,  whirh  destroyed  the 
syninietry  of  lie  slde^.  The  orgoii  b  higher 
abtive  iJie  pavement  tJian  1  Imve  ever  ewo. 
The  gates  are  of  bras».  On  tUu  uiidJle  i^ate  is 
thtf  hiintory  of  our  Lord.  The  paintetl  windows 
are  hl»t^>ncal,  and  aaitl  to  be  eminently  beauti- 
ful—  We  were  at  another  I'hurch  belonging  to 
a  (Minvent,  of  whirh  IIr'  portal  h  a  dome:  vre 
I'oidd  nut  enter  further,  and  it  waa  almost 
dark. 

*'  Thur^thty,  Nov.  2.  —  We  came  tJii*  day  to 
ChantUly,  a  seat  Ijelouj^ing  to  the  Prince  of 
Condu.  Thij*  jiluce  is  eminently  Ijeautified  by 
atl  varieties  of  waters  startiag  up  in  fountains, 
Mling  in  cascades,  running  in  streams,  and 
spread  in  lakes.  The  water  seeins  to  be  too 
near  the  house.  AJl  this  water  is  brought 
from  a  source  or  river  three  IcJi^ueis  ofl',  by  an 
artificial  canal,  which  for  one  league  is  carried 
under  )j7^>und  —  The  houw  is  nu^nificent  — 
Tlie  cabinet  seems  well  stocked  ;  what  I  re- 
niembt^r  was,  the  jawa  of  a  hipi^vopotamus,  and 
a  young  hipfiopotumus  preserved,  which,  how- 
ever, is  so  small,  that  l  doubt  its  reality  —  It 
seem;*  too  hairy  for  an  abortion,  and  too  suiall 
for  a  mature  birth  —  Nothing  was  [preserved] 
in  spirit^} ;  all  was  dry —The  dog ;  the  deer ;  the 
ant-bimr  willi  long  st»out  —  The  toucan,  long 
broad  beuk  —  The  stable?  were  of  very  great 
length — 'The  kennel  luid  no  scents — Tliere  was 
a  mockery  of  a  vilhige — Th«  menagerie  had  few 
animals  *  ■ — Two  fnuBsans*,  or  Brazilian  weaseK 
BiK>tte<l,  very  wild  —  'I'Tiere  is  u  foreut,  and,  I 
tJiinkt  a  park  —  I  walked  till  I  was  very  weary, 
and  next  morning  felt  my  feet  batteretl,  and 
with  paina  »n  the  toes. 

"  Frifiay^  Nov.  3.  —  We  came  to  Compeigne, 
a  very  hu-ge  town,  with  a  royal  palace  built 
round  h  |>eutJLgonal  court — The  court  is  raiercd 
upon  vttidts,  tti»d  has,  I  suppose,  an  entry  on 
one  side  by  a  gentle  rise  —  Talk  of  painting  — 
Ulie  elmrch  \»  not  very  large,  but  very  elegant 
and  splendid  —  I  had  at  first  great  diuioulty  to 
walk,  but  motion  grew  continually  cjisier  —  At 
night  we  came  to  Noyon,  an  episcopal  city  — 
The  cathedral  is  very  beautiful,  the  pillars 
alternately  Gothic  and  Corintliian  —  We 
entered  a  very  noble  parocliial  church  — 
Noyon  is  walicd,  and  is  aaid  to  be  three  miles 
round. 

"  Saturday,  Nov.  4.  — We  roee  very  early, 


then-  '  ■    •    r-    " '.:','    ,;--     ,  -,    ,    ,  .        '     ' 

ounr 


and  came  through  St,  Quintin  to  Cambray,  not 
long  after  three — We  went  to  an  Knglti^h 
nunnery,  to  give  a  letter  Ut  Father  Welch+  ti>c 
confessor,  who  came  to  visit  ua  in  th**  f'v tiling. 
*^  Sunthy^  Ntw.  5.  —  We  saw  Ir-al 

™  It  is  very  Iwautiftd,  with  cli   ;  ich 

side.  The  choir  gplen<lid.  The  ijuJ(K-rr.i<i.«  iu 
one  p^irt  bniK**.  The  A^r/f  very  high  ruid  grand. 
The  altar  silver  its  far  m  it  18  j^een.  The 
vestmcntii  very  fsplendid  —  At  Uic  Behedlc- 
tines'  church 


Here  his  Journal  ^  en«ls  abruptly.  Wiether 
he  wrote  any  more  after  this  time,  I  know  not ; 
but  probably  not  nmch,  as  he  arrived  in  Eng- 
land abmit  the  12th  of  Noveml»er,  The^e 
short  notes  of  his  tour,  though  they  may  nurm 
minute  taken  singly,  make  together  u  consider- 
able mass  of  information^  and  exhilnt  such  an 
ardour  of  inquiry  and  acuteness  of  examina- 
tion,  OA,  I  believe,  are  found  in  but  few  travel* 
lers,  especially  at  an  .odvaneed  age.  Thev 
completely  refute  the  idle  notion  which  haf 
been  propagated,  thai  he  could  not  ace**  a»uJ, 
if  he  htt/l  taken  the  tremble  to  revise  and  digi^m 
them,  he  undoubtedly  could  have  expanded 
tliem  intjo  a  very  entertaining  narrative. 

When  I  met  him  in  London  the  following 
year,  the  account  which  he  gave  me  of  his 
French  tour  was,  *'Sir,  I  have  seen  ui\  llie 
visibilities  of  Paris,  and  around  it :  but  lo  have 
formed  an  acfiu.iintance  with  the  iieopic  there 
would  have  required  more  time  than  I  could 
stay.  I  was  ju.nt  beginning  to  creep  into 
quaintance  by  means  of  Colonel  Drumgc 
a  very  high  man.  Sir,  head  of  L^Knttf 
taire^  a  most  complete  character,  for  he 
first  been  a  profess^or  of  rhetoric,  and  then  U- 
eame  a  soldier.  And,  Sir,  I  was  very  kimUy 
treated  by  the  English  Benedictines,  and  have 
a  cell  anpr<^pnated  to  me  in  their  convent** 

He  observed,  ''The  great  in  France  live  very 
magniliceutlv,   but   the  rest   very  mi 
ITiere  is  no  happy  middle  stale,  as  in  I 
The  8hoj>s  of  Paris  are  mean ;    tL. 
nmrkets  is  such  as  would  be  seni 
England  ;  and  Mr.  Thrale  justly 
the  cookery  of  the  Frentih  wju^ 
tliem  by  necessity;  for  they  couM  ...;.,.  ,,. 
meat,  unless  they  adeled  some  taste  to  it.     'I  h 
French  are  an  indelicate  people;  they  wilt  »])it 
upon  any  place.    At  Madame  [Dn  Bocagc  • 


Mf  worthy  nrnl  InifrriltJiii  rilnsu!.  HTf  AoitiM*  I.iinii»tj« 


Mil'  iiU  mo,  i  beg  leave  to  i   w. 

•    '!•  ^1  fl.e    I  ri-mrh  iirnnuTi.    1    --i 

cillOuii  oi  J.,ij.,iui.  h  ': 
mUn  iliOwr*!  (IvU  nirn'ik: 
Jimnwe  «nil  iltf  llranlLn. 

bvlrig  •  iJ<M«<rt>nt  animal,  rtinl  ••  iMitn.-  ^i  Miiliga^ii  ^r.      I  llii  I  1;  tif  hU  itisiit.  Juliaialt  a£quiuuLuu«  ML  tuiU  *j 
than,  »u»wrver»  up'in  nnt-  |]laie  \n  VtanaxiVt  "  Synoptl*  of     Udiomt CftoKKa. 


> 
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K  literary  ladj  of  rank,  the  footman  took  the 
sugar  ia  hia  fiiigera,  antl  tlirew  it  into  roj  cofiee* 
I  WAS  going  to  put  it  aaide ;  but  heanng  it  ww 
modf  on  purp»»o  for  me,  I  e'en  tasted  Tom's 
fiiijtiTK.  The  same  larlj  would  needs  make  tea 
a  VAugloise,  The  ?pout  of  the  teapot  diil  not 
pour  freely;  she  hade  the  fi>otman  blow  into  it.' 
Franeu  is  woi-se  ihau  Scotland  in  every  thing 
but  climate.  Nature  ha*  done  more  lor  the 
Frvneh  ;  hut  they  have  done  leas  for  themiielvcs 
than  the  Scotch  have  done."  * 

It  happened  that  Foote  wiia  at  Forui  at  the 
same  time  with  Dr.  Johnson,  and  his  deacriptton 
of  my  friend  while  there  was  abundantly  ludi> 
carotis.  itc  told  me,  that  the  French  were  quite 
ifftoiiiabed  at  his  figure  and  manner^  and  at  Im 
iireM,  whieh  he  obstinately  continue^^l  exactly 
ns  in  London  "^ ;  ^ — ^his  brown  clothes,  black 
•»t.  ^■'■-  ;id  plain  shirt.  He  mentiouwl,  that 
!i I  it leman  Siiid  to  Johnson,  '*  Sir,  you 

\i^,. .ii  the  best  French  players."  Jou?r- 

Hon.  ^*  i'luyer.s  Sir !  I  look  on  them  as  no 
belter  than  creatures  «et  upon  tables  and  joint 
ttOoU,  to  make  fucea  and  produce  laughter,  like 
dancing  dogs."  ^  HaU  ^(r«  you  will  allow  thut 
lOme  pla vera  are  belter  than  others  ?  "  John- 
•ojr.  "  Vcs,  Sir,  oa  some  dng?  dunce  better 
than  others." 

Uliile  Johnwtn  was  in  France,  he  waa  gcne- 
t-aV.  solute  in  speaking  Latin.      It  was 

ft  I  \i   him   thiit  u  uiun  shuuld  not  let 

liiiMFt  If  .i..*H,u  by  rtpeaking  a  lau'^ua^e  which  he 
fiMeaki  impcrferl  ly .  Indeed,  we  mu!*t  have  ui'ton 
ohwrv.>.l  linw  inferior,  how  much  like  a  child 
u  ir-ft,  who  speaks  a  broken  tongui*. 

\\  '•-huft  Reynolds^  at  one  of  the  din- 

nrre  of  the  Royal  Academy,  presented  him  to  a 
Frtfuchmau  of  jfreat  <lwtmction,  he  would  not 

^n  to  9|jeak  French,  but  talked  Latin,  though 
►xceUcncy  did  not  understand  it,  owing, 

liafHV  to  Johnion'i  English  pronunciation : 


-.  tba  bftppmed  lo  pro- 
■    atrlekUnd.  wbo  ina«in 


.1.    ntnftiiin. 


re, '  Mm  hud  no 
"4  ilkvriipTCirtl 
•  -fU-n  the  cii|H. 

!i.rdtiUlU 


iIjctti."— 


yet  upon  another  occaaion  be  waa  obseired  to 
fipeak  French  to  a  Frenchman  of  high  rank, 
who  spoke  English;  and  being  aaked  the  rea^n, 
with  some  expression  of  surprise,  he  answered, 
"  because  I  think  my  French  is  as  "jood  as  hisi 
English,"  Though  Johnson  und      ^      '  ^'rench 

{)erfeetly,  he  could  not  spcuk   \  m  T 

luve observed  at  his firat inter^it^v  .>,,,* ;  .vueral 
Paoli,  in  1769;  yet  he  wrote  it,  I  imagine, 
pretty  well,  as  appears  from  some  of  his  letters 
in  Afi^.  Piozzi's  coUection,  of  which  I  ahall 
transcribe  one : 

A  MADAME  LA  COMTESSE  DE . 

••  Miy  16.  ini.» 
"  Oui,  madome,  le  moment  est  arriv(^i  et  il  fiiut 
que  je  parte.  Mais  pourquoi  f»ut  il  partir  ?  £ft 
ce  que  je  m'ennuye  ?  Je  mVnnu)  crai  ailteurv  Est 
i*e  que  jc  churchc  ou  quelquc  phiiur,  au  quelque 
soutugement  ?  Je  ne  chercbe  rien,  je  n'Mpere  ritn. 
A  Her  voir  ce  que  j  ai  vu*  etre  un  pcu  ivjoui,  un 
peu  degoutis  roc  reuouvenir  que  U  vie  x  pone,  vi 
(lu Vile  $e  pajsv  en  vain,  roe  plaindrf*  de  moi,  rnVrt- 
durcir  aux  dehors;  voicilelout  de  ce  qu'oii  compic 
pour  \<ia,  delices  dc  I'ttnu^e.  Que  Diru  vous  donnc, 
maddine,  tous  les  agremens  de  la  vie,  ave«  un  esprit 
qui  peut  en  jcmir  %a.vi%  »'y  livrcr  trop." 

Here  let  me  not  forget  a  rurious  anecdote, 
a«  rcl}itt?d  to  me  by  Mr.  Reaucterk,  which  I 
shall  endenvciitr  to  exhibit  as  well  ad  I  ean  in 
that  gentleman's  lively  uijinrier  ;  and  in  justice 
to  hmi  it  is  protKT  to  add,  that  Dr.  Jtihnsou 
told  mc  T  mi^'ht  rely  Iwnh  on  the  corroctncsfl 
of  his  meu\ory,  and  tlie  lidelity  id'  his  narrative. 
'*  When  JMddume  de  Bimlflers  ^  was  firsi  in 
Kn^huid,*'  Huid  lieauclcrk,  "  she  wai*  de<itrt>U9« 
to  see  Johnson.  I  accordiii;;jly  went  witli  her 
k»  hb  chan»l»ers  in  the  Tcraple,  where  she  whu 
cnterL'uniMl  with  his  conv^ergation  for  *omc  time. 
^Vhen  our  vi.iit  was  over,  nhe  nmX  1  lell  him, 
and  were  got  into  Inner  Temple  Lone,  when 


'  N#v»r  )Mt4  luch  nimtrn**'.*  wctuld  h«  lK#i  rrfilf :  *  a  bladv  nf 


liKi,    [jiit    iIh-j    iJr*  m    It 

4  #1  Hr♦l^  In  MV»fi»  th«t 

In 


iTtr  vmi  In 


■Ml. 
'•ilj 

,•  41.-     Ml      |il4tlK)H 


tu  yiLtUiX  Ut*au  but  to  hu  contj^ui 


n  n  ^ 


468 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1775. 


iiili  ttt  once  I  heard  a  voice  like  thunder.  This 
was  ocaisioaed  by  Johnaun,  who,  it  seems,  upon 
a  little  redcctiont  hud  taktin  it  into  his  head 
that  he  ought  to  have  done  the  honours  of  his 
literary  re^jidcnce  to  a  Ibrel^  lady  of  quality, 
and,  eager  to  ^ahow  himself  a  man  of  gallantry^ 
wjiA  hurryiti}?  down  the  staircase  in  violent 
agitation.  He  overtook  us  before  we  reached 
the  Ti'mple-jfftte,  and,  briishing  in  between  me 
und  MjidiiiJic  de  Hou{llL'rf<»8eize*l  her  hand,  and 
i"4JDtlurtcd  licj  to  her  coach.'  Ills  dres?  wa*  a 
rusty  brown  morning  suit,  a  pair  of  old  shoiis 
by  wny  of  slippers,  a  little  shrivelled  Tv^ig  stick- 
ing on  the  t4jp  of  his  head,  and  the  aleovcj*  of 
hia  Ahirt  and  the  knees  of  his  breeches  hanging 
loose.  A  considerable  crowd  of  people  gathered 
rownd,  and  wore  not  a  little  struck  by  this 
ginffidur  appearance.** 

lie  spoke  Latin  with  wonderful  fluency  and 
elegance.  When  Pcre  Boscovich*  was  in  Eng- 
land, Johns<.>n  dined  in  company  with  him  at 
Sir  Joshua  KeynoUls's,  and  at  JDr.  DouglasX 
now  IVishop  of  Salisbury,  Upon  both  oocosiond 
that  celebntted  foreigner  expressed  bis  astonish* 
ment  at  Johnson's  L.iitin  conversation.''  ^V'heii 
at  Paris,  Johnson  thuji  characterised  Voltaire 
to  Frcron  the  journalist :  *•  Vir  est  aeerrimi 
iagenii  et  jHtucarum  literarum.'* 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

••  EJiuburgh,  Oct.  24.  ITTS. 

"^tr  PKAK  StRn,  —  If  I  hnd  not  been  informed 
%\%at  you  were  at  Puris  you  should  hitve  bad  a 
letter  from  me  by  the  earliest  opportunity^  a«- 
nounciitg  Ihc  binh  of  my  stm,  on  the  9th  inslttiu ; 
I  have  tmnied  him  Aleumdcr  *,  nt'tct  ray  futhcr.  I 
now  T^-rite,  as  1  suppose  your  fellow-traTclJor,  Mr, 
Thrall?,  vrill  return  to  Ixmdon  this  week,  to  attend 
hia  duty  in  parliament,  and  thai  you  will  not  ^tay 
behind  him* 

"  I  send  another  parcel  of  Lord  HaiWs  •  Annals.' 
I  have  undertaken  to  solicit  you  for  a  favour  to  hini, 
which  he  thus  requests  in  a  letter  to  me  :   *  I  intend 


1  It  «u  not  tn  faiffh  nnk  atone  tbol  jnTunton  pAl4  the** 

Otf^..ll......  V.Vt.....      M  •..n..h     \f..r..        i,„\      l...t      .\.t,^t     rli^lrcd 

J.V.  l:it 

M.  .  (It 

Cinv  ,'._>..   ut.K, 

*  Sv?  (Iri/^,  p,  VtH.     Botcorlch  vai  a  Ji'«itit,  trom  ai  lU- 

piitA  fn  1711,  whrj.  firtt  intrrtilur.irt  tho  Vevvtmillun  phJJn»ophy 
III!     I  *  "  TV  elected 

(•Iiiv>    w  liii    mill  - 

aiMl  iJerrn4Uj% 
hnrtwrjiim*      It 


soon  to  give  you  The  LHc  of  Robert  Bruce,  whidi 
you  win  be  pleucd  to  trAnsinit  to  Dr.  John* 
son.  I  wiKh  that  you  could  a^^ist  me  In  a  fiiney 
which  I  have  tjikcn,  of  getting  Dr.  John-ion  to 
draw  a  character  of  Robert  Bruce,  from  the  account 
that  I  give  of  that  prince.  If  he  finds  matcnals  for 
it  in  roy  work,  it  will  bt:  a  proof  that  1  havi-  bixn 
fortimatc  in  ««1ecting  the  mojit  striking  tnciden|&.* 
"  I  suppose  hy  *  'ITie  Life  of  Robert  Bruce,'  htn 
Lord»liip  means  that  part  of  hi*  *  Ann*l*'  which 
relateii  the  history  of  that  prince,  and  nut  a  fte|i;tratc 
]  work. 

I       •*  Shall  we  have  *  A  Journey  to  Pari*  *  fi-om  you 

)  in  the  winter  ?     You  wiUr  I  hope,  at  any  ralv,  be 

kind   enough    to   give   me   some  account  of  your 

I  French  travels  very  toon,  for  I  am  very  impniicnt 

;  What   a   dilft'rent   scene    have   you   viewed    tlits 

autumn,  from  that  which   you  viewed  in  nutumn 

1773  1     I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much  ohUgcd  | 

and  aflectionatc  humhlc  servant, 

"  Jajus  Boswrit.** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  Londoo,  Nor.  Ifl.  t>75. 

•*  Df-Aa  Sir, —  I  am  glad  that  the  yonnp  laird  ' 
IS  born,  and  im  end,  as  1  hope,  put  to  the  ouly 
diflerunce  tliat  you  t*tm  ever  havtf  with  Mfn.  Ito*. 
wclL*  I  know  that  she  does  not  love  mc  ;  but  1 
ititend  to  persist  in  wi«hiag  her  well  till  I  got  Ihtt 
brtttT  of  her. 

**  Paria  is,  indeed,  a  place  very  differwit  lh)A-{ 
the  Hebrides,  but  it  i«  to  n  hasty  traveller  not  *o 
fertile  of  novelty,  nor  alfords  io  many  opporiuuitit? 
of  remark.  I  canmit  [irvtend  to  tell  ihi*  piitdic 
any  thing  of  a  pLice  l>etter  known  to  many  nf  my 
readers  tlian  to  mystlf.  We  cau  bilk  of  it  when 
we  meet. 

**  I  shall  go  next  week  to  Strcntham.  from 
whence  I  purpose  to  send  a  parcel  of  the*  History* 
every  poet»  I'onccrning  the  character  of  Uruor.  I 
can  only  say,  tlmi  I  do  not  see  any  great  leiison  fnr^ 
writing  it;  hut  I  shall  not  easily  deny  what  ~ 
Uailes  and  you  concur  in  dc«iring. 

"  r    have    been    remarkably    Jiealthy    »1l    th«^ 
Journey,   and   hope   you   and    your    family  have! 


J,  C.  ScaliK*!r.   *"  ILonio  pk.  Alienn  inirpnin   |»Q«t*, 

UntiunTcmlflr.Ttnr.  ••  «iiu-i,   u  u ^,.iu.  \,.\.,.. 

to  liti  Tcnloii  i  ! 
»rt>r  bwrf    a  , 

I,.iliiiit%,    ■  V,  , 


UJldfl:! 


Me  VM 

it.  i»t,-.  hi 


•  hlUhr 


to  fKinaic  tuccetiliiu,  —  Umwull.. 
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know^n  only  that  trouble  and  danger  wtilch  has  so 
happily  u-nniniitetl.  Among  all  the  congratu- 
Utiuiis  that  ymi  miiy  rcceivf,  I  hope  you  beljirvc 
nonv  more  wnrm  or  sincere  than  thos<?  oC  dunr 
Sir,  your  mcKit  aHvctioo»te,         Sam.  Johnkom/' 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  POETEIl,' 

"Kof.  16.  ma. 

♦♦  Dear  Maiiam,  —  This  week  I  cara«  home 
IVuni  Vtt'i'i.  I  httve  brought  yuu  a  iittle  bui, 
vliich  I  thought  |>rftty  ;  but  T  know  not  whetlier 
It  lA  properly  m  snulfbov.  or  ■  boi  for  Mitnu  other 
u^^  t  i»»ll  H.«Tid  it,  when  I  cm  find  an  oppor- 
ttwlty.  I  liAvc  b«cn  thfougti  the  witole  journey 
mnarluibly  well.  My  fcUuw-tr.iveikr*  wore  the 
canik!  whom  you  saw  at  Lichfield,  only  we  took 
tkiri'tti  with  UH.  Puris  w  not  »u  fine  a  pl«C€  a* 
yiiu  would  eirpcct.  I'Ue  paluces  uttd  ctturche^ 
howi'ver,  are  very  splendid  and  magnificent ;  und 
wh»t  wmutd  plirxse  you*  there  ore  many  yjery  tine 
picttirv« ;  hut  I  do  not  think  their  way  of  life 
CommodiouH  nr  pleasant. 

♦♦  Lrt  me  know  how  your  heilth  has  been  all 
tld>  while.  1  hoj)e  the  fine  summer  has  given  you 
strength  »uflicient  to  encounter  the  winter. 

'*  MAe  my  con)|ditneDts  to  all  my  friends;  and» 
if  your  fingers  wUl  let  you,  write  lo  inc,  ur  let 
your  ntdid  wiiU%  if  it  l>e  tioubknome  to  you«  I 
««!♦  dear  Mmhun,  your  must  ulfeetionjile  humble 
wrvaiiL,  Sahi.  .fuii^sott.* 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  EJli>t.urgti>  I>ce,  \  177a. 
^  Mr  PI  A  a  Sia,  «-^  Mr^  Alexander  MacJeun,  the 
young  Iwrd  of  Ct>J,  bein^  to  MJt  out  to-morrow  for 
l^ondnn,  T  ^^v  him  tliit  Ivtter  to  introduce  hitn  lo 
%...  "      '  "    ilm.-**  which  you  and 

:  wtuiM!  unfortunate 

tJi .- .1  make  o^  nlwayn  «lc- 

>irpua  tu  iihuw  attention  to  inv  branch  of  the  family. 
Intkxd.  you  have  st>  much  of  the  truo  Highland 
cudllaltty,  tltat  I  am  sure  yuu  vroutd  have  thought 
nt«  ut  liUtiitf  if  1  h4ii  neglected  to  recommend  to 
jir  ■  "  ■  '1  prince,  in  whose  ishtnd  we  were 
h.  i.L'ti.      I  ever  urn.  with  r«*pvctful 

tti„^,, J  ..^Ar  Sir,    your  mos-t  obliged  ami 

bumble  Kcrv-jnt,  Ja^kh  Boswati;." 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  PORTER. 

"  Doc  17.  irn. 

••  DaAH  Mauam, —  Some  weeks  a^o  I  wrote  to 
yoUt  to  tell   you  that  1  w*«  just  eomr  h"tric  from  a 
ramble,  and   liujied   thftt  ^     ' 
you.      J  am   MlVitid    wini 

fi»— -    -"I   ' I -i. 

In  ine  how 

y.  iit  Lich* 

fifid  AtiHuig  our  iVU'iid«.      1  Uo^'v  jruu  am  ait  well. 
••  Whrn    I    w»m   in    Frajjce,    I    thought   myself 
jpr  '    II    am   afraid   that   cold  weathur 

V  ay  new  vigour  from  ratv      Let 

u.,  ,.    .,    ■  i     care  of  ou ruches,  and  loae  no 

part  of  our  hiulth  by  ti«gUgcjiee. 


"  I  uerer  kiicw  whether  you  received  the  Ctitn* 
mentary  on  the  New  Testament,  and  the  Travels* 
and  the  glase&  Do.  my  dear  love,  write  io  mc  „ 
and  do  not  let  u*  firget  each  other.  Th)«  la  the 
tftuon  of  good  wi!>Lhes  and  1  wisli  you  all  f^ood. 
I  have  not  lately  kc^u  Mr.  Porter,  nor  heard  of 
him.      Is  h«  with  you? 

*•  Be  pk'AMjd  to  make  my  compHmeoti  to  Miv 
Adey,  and  Sirs.  Cobh,  and  all  tny  fricDd»;  «nd 
when  I  cun  do  any  good,  let  tnc  know.  I  am, 
dear  Miidam.  yours  most  aiFectionatcly, 

'*  Sam.  Joiiivsox/' 

Mr.  Maclean  returned  witli  the  rm).s!.  j^irci*- 
ablc  iiccountf  ofthe jKdito  attention  with  which 
he  was  received  by  Dr.  Johnson. 

Ill  tJie  course  of  the  year  Dr.  Burncy  in- 
forms tne  tliat  "he  very  frc'iur'iitly  met  Dr. 
Johns«»D  at  Mr.  Thraik's,  m.  where 

Uiey  had  immy  lon^  nonvei  ,  n  sitting 

up  118  long  ns  the  hre  oiifl  c;ijidki  looted,  and 
tniich  kmij^er  tinui  tlio  |iulience  of  the  servanu 
subsi*<!e<l/'  A  few  of  Johnson's  snyings,  which 
that  gentleman  recollcctK.  ^hall  here  be  in* 
acrted. 

'*  I  never  take  a  nnp  after  dinner  but  when 
1  have  had  a  bod  nigbt,  and  tbcJi  the  nap  Lakvs 
inc.'* 

*'  The  writer  of  &n  epitjinh  ahould  not  be 
considered  a*  sajing  nothing  but  what  ii»  strictly 
true.  Allowance  must  be  niade  for  some  dcs 
gret*  of  exaggerated  praise.  In  Inpidary  in- 
si.>n'])tinu!!i  a  man  {»  nut  niH^n  ntith." 

"  I'here  is  now  less  flogging  in  our  great 
acLoob  than  fonnerly,  but  llien  leas  U  teorncnl 
there;  «o  that  whut  I  he  boys  get  at  one  end 
they  lose  at  the  other/' 

•*  More  is  learned  in  public  than  In  prfvate 
ecliuols  from  eniuliitk»n  ;  there  is  the  collision 
of  mind  with  ixiind^  or  the  rudintion  of  many 
miutt)*  |>otnling  to  one  centre.  Though  few 
boyx  lujike  their  ov*n  excreij?e«,  yet  if  a  gootl 
oxercl'^e  is  given  nf),  out  of  a  great  ntmibvir  ul* 
boy 8^  it  h  nnwle  by  ttoiuelxHiy.' 

*•  I  hate  by-ioada  in  educotion.  Education 
is  n»  well  knowiit  and  bar*  long  been  aj»  welt 
known,  a*  ever  it  OJin  Im,  Endeavourirrg  to 
make  ehiklrcn  prematurely  wijjc   is  aiele0s  hi* 

bour.      Suppose  they  have  mon    ' ■-'    ' 

five  or  six  years  old  than  (dher 

II*.'   .Hin    r.,'   fniil,.  i.t'il    '•'        T«    will 

\Ui\ 
I  -    ■    I  TtM) 

much  is  expected  tVfim  precocity,  nnd  too  little 
performed.  MiB»  [Alkinl  *  wa*  an  instjinreof 
early  euliivutff»n,  but  in  what  did  it  toj-uilnatoy 
In  maiTying  n  little  pre.*5byteriim  piuvon,  who 
keepa  an  infant  boarding  5ch<X)l,  so  that^all  her 
employment  now  is  — 

*Toauckl£  ^Ift,  and  chnuilclc  imvll  be«r,' 
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She  tells  llie  cliiMron,  'Tlilii  is  a  cat,  and  that 
b  a  <Jog»  with  four  Ic^s,  and  a  tail ;  see  there  1 
ynu  are  much  better  tlian  a  cat  or  a  dog^  for 
you  can  speak.'  If  I  had  bestowe<l  ijuch  an 
education  on  a  daughter,  and  hiid  discovered 
tliiU  i^l»e  thotight  of  marrying  such  a  fellgw,  I 
would  have  aent  her  to  the  CimgresJt,*" 

"  Atler  having  talked  slightingly  of  musie, 
he  was  observed  in  listen  very  attentively  while 
MIj(»  Thralc  [tlayed  on  the  harpaichord ;  and 
with  eajj^ernesM  he  ealled  to  her„  *  Why  don't 
you  dash  away  like  Burney  ?  '  Dr.  Bumey 
ui>ou  this  said  to  him^  *  I  believe,  Sir,  we  aliafi 
make  a  musieiiin  of  you  ut  ItLst/  Johnson  with 
eandid  eomplai'^enry  rcplitd,  '  Sir»  I  shall  he 
glad  to  littve  a  new  sense  given  to  me.'  '* 

*"  He  had  eonie  down  one  morning  to  the 
break fsist -room,  and  been  a  considerable  time  by 
lilmdelf  before  any  bo<Iy  appeared.  When  on 
II  subsetjucnt  day  he  vfii»  twitted  by  Mrs.Thrale 
for  being:  very  late,  which  he  generally  waa,  he 
defended  himself  by  alludintr  to  the  extraonii- 
nary  morning,  when  he  had  becti  too  early. 
'  Madam,  I  do  not  like  to  come  down  to  mtmitv,  " 

*'  Dr.  Iturney  having  remarked  that  Mr. 
Garriek  was  bei» inning  to  look  old,  he  said, 
'  Wliy,  Sir,  y»)u  are  not  to  wonder  at  thai;  no 
matrs  i'iiffV!  has  had  more  wear  and  tear.' " 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  MONTAGU.' 

"  Dec.  15.  I77S. 
**  Madam*  —  Having,  aAer  my  return  from  a 
littlt;  raiubie  to  Friuictf,  passed  tome  time  in  the 
etmntry,  I  did  not  hear,  till  I  was  tuld  by  Mi&s 
ReyiioUis,  that  you  were  in  town ;  and  when  1  did 
hear  if,  I  heard  likewise  that  you  were  ilL  To 
have  you  detained  among  u&  by  sicknesiqi  is  to  enjoy 
your  presence  at  loo  dear  a  rate,  I  suffer  myself 
to  tie  flattered  with  hupe  that  only  half  die  intel- 
ligeiiCi!  15  now  true,  and  that  you  are  now  so  well 
as  lu  be  able  to  leave  us,  and  so  kind  as  not  to  be 
williug.  I  am*  Madatn,  your  most  humble  servant, 
^Monia^MSS.  Sam.  Jounbom." 

JOHNSON  TO  MRSw  MONTAGU. 

"  Dec.  17.  I77\ 

^*  Madajc,  —  All  that  the  esteem  and  reverence 

of  mankind  can  give  you  bos  been   long  in  your 

jw)«essi)on,  and  tlie  little  that  I  can  add  to  ihe  voice 

of  nations  will  not  much  exalt;  of  that  little,  how. 

ever,  you  are,  I  hope,  very  certain I  wonder. 

Madam,  if  you  remember  Cul  in  the  Hebrides? 
ITie  brother  and  heir  of  poor  Cot  has  just  been  to 
v\&\t  rae,  and  I  have  engaged  to  dine  with  htm  on 
Thuriiday.  1  do  not  know  his  lodging,  and  cannot 
send  him  a  mes^Hge,  und  must  therefon*  fiu&pcod 
the  honour  which  you  ore  pleated  to  offbr  to* 
Madam,  your  mo*\  humble  servant, 
—  MoHia^u  MSS,  **Sam.  Johkson/* 


<  Mf*.  Mont^itu'i  rreaot  UadlMM  lo  Iflsi 
not  h»x  n,i  JotiiiBOTi.    Ulilallantattuliladf 

oUlHiraii  Iv  TP^tM'iri'il     anil   Ma  SUbMqtwnt  m«i>t 

trwi!--  11-  of  p*ncK5Ti 

ur<  I  af^dDAt  hu  i> 

m^'  ^11  addUfooal  i 


WlUiamt  w» 


JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  MONTAGU. 

•■  Tharidax,  D#c.  31.177». 
*' Macam^ — I  know  not  when  any  letter  lia« 
given  mc  lo  much  plea.sure  or  vexation  ns  that  which 
I  had  yesterday  the  honour  of  receiving.  That 
you,  Madam,  should  wi^h  Hir  my  cotnpany  istrurcly 
a  vuthcient  reason  for  iH-ing  pleased ; '—^  tliat  I 
should  delay  twice,  what  I  hud  so  little  right  to 
expect  even  once,  has  so  bad  au  appearance,  that  I 
can  only  hope  to  have  it  thought  that  J  am  ashamed. 

—  Y'ou  have  kindly  allowed  mc  to  luunc  a  day. 
Will  you  tie  pleased.  Madam,  to  accept  of  me  any 
day  after  Tuesday  ?  Tilt  1  am  favoured  with  your 
answer,  or  despair  of  so  much  ooude«eimsion,  I 
shall  suffer  no  engagement  to  fasten  ittelf  upon  mc. 
I  am,  Madam,  your  most  obliged  and  most  bumlrle 
servant,  Saj«.  Jouksom.*'] 

—  MoHtoffu  MSS. 

Not  having  beard  from  hira  for  a  longer  lime 
than  I  ^uppo^sud  he  would  be  silent,  I  wrote  U) 
him  Dec  IH^  not  in  grxid  gpirit^  : 

**  Sometimes  t  have  been  afraid  that  thtt  cold 
which  has  gone  over  Europe  this  year  like  a  ^ort 
of  pc9tik>nee  hnii  ^Hxed  you  severely :  sumetime* 
my  itnugtnatiun,  which  t*  upon  occasions  proline  of 
evil,  hni,  figured  th:tt  you  may  have  somcliow  taken 
oilence  ut  some  part  of  my  conducL" 

JOHNSON  TO  DOSWELL, 

"  Dix.  il.  IT7», 

♦*  DrAE  St  a,  —  Never  dream  of  r»ny  offeoce. 
How  should  you  oU'end  mc  ?  1  consider  ymtr 
friendship  as  a  possession,  which  I  intend  lo  hold 
till  you  take  it  from  me,  and  to  lament  if  ever  by 
my  fault  1  should  lose  it.  However,  when  such 
suspicions  find  their  way  into  your  mind,  always 
give  them  vent;  I  shall  make  luiste  to  disperw 
them ;  but  hinder  their  first  ingress  if  you  caa> 
Con^tider  such  thoughts  as  morbid. 

*'  Such  illness  as  may  excuse  my  omission  to 
Lord  Hailes  I  cannot  honestly  plead.  I  have  been 
hindered,  I  know  not  how,  by  a  succession  of  petty 
obstructions.  I  hope  to  mend  immediately,  and 
to  send  next  post  to  his  lordship.  Mr.  Thrale 
would  have  written  to  you  if  1  had  omitted ;  he 
sends  his  compliments,  and  wishes  to  t«ce  you. 

**  You  and  your  lady  will  now  have  no  more 
wrangling  about  feudal  inheritance.  How  dim^ 
the  young  Laird  of  Auchinleek  ?  1  suppose  Ml«s 
Veronica  is  grown  a  reader  and  diseours.er.  1  have 
just  now  got  a  cough,  hut  it  has  never  yet  hindered 
me  from  sleeping ;  1  have  had  tpiieter  oight* 
are  common  with  me.  J  cannot  hut  rejoice 
Joseph*  has  had  the  wit  to  find  the  way  hack, 
is  a  fine  fellow,  and  one  of  the  best  tmvdiera  in  diF' 
world, 

*•  Young  Col  brought  me  your  letter.     Ha  la  a 
very  pleasmg  youth,     I  took  Itim  two  days  ago  to 
the  Mitre,  and  we  dined  together.       I  w?t^    ■'  ^-"'^ 
as  I  had  the  means  of  be'mg,      1  hiive  h  > 
from  Ra*ay,  acknowledging^  with  great  1^*4 


«troi>K  iiitliieticv  uf  penwtial  fctliiigt  oc  lili  pr«i*o  or  CMwrv 

of  Jndiviiliu*!*,— ^  CRrJkEtt. 

:  .Im..i.!.  uid.T  A  n..iirintr<ii.  w>i<i  WAS  in  my  wrvioeinMjr 

'.oD  arid  toe  In  our  l*Mir  l«  iW 

lao  for  *oni«  tliB«,  |«e  ilAd  D0« 
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of  Mtisfkction,  the   insertion    in   fhe    Edinburgb 
puper,     1  am  very  glad  timt  it  wtui  done. 

**  M7  complinients  to  Mrs.  Boswel),  who  does 
not  love  me ;  and  ot'  all  the  rest,  I  need  only  send 
them  to  those  that  do  i  «nd  I  am  afraid  it  will  f^\e 
foix  very  little  trouble  to  dijitribute  them.  —  [  am, 
my  dear,  dear  StTf  &c.t  Sam.  Joukion," 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR.  GRANGER.* 

(About  177a,  but  updiited.) 
•Sim — When  I  returned  from  the  country  I 
Ibund  your  letter;  and  would  very  gbdiy  have  done 
what  you  de&ire^  Ivad  it  been  in  my  power.  Mr. 
FafTtier  is,  I  am  confident,  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  he  gare  me  any  such  pamphlet  or  cut.  I 
fthould  as  soon  have  suspected  my^iir,  as  Mr 
Farnijeri  of  forgetful ness ;  but  tiiat  I  do  not  know, 
ese^^pt  froan  your  letter,  the  nnmc  of  Arthur 
l>'Tooli?*»  nor  nxollctl  that  1  ever  heard  of  it  be- 
(arc  t  think  it  iinpoii&iihie  that  1  should  have 
tufTeredtnch  a  total  ublitenitian  from  my  mind  of 
any  «i)Ch  thing  which  wit%  ewr  Ihete,  Titis  at 
lotst  is  certain^  that  I  tlo  not  know  of  »ny  such 
pamphlet;  and  equnlly  certain  \  de«irc  you  to 
think  it,  that  if  I  Iwd  it,  you  should  immediately 
receive  it  from.  Sir,  your  most  humble  stTvant. 
•*  Sam.  JoiiKsoK."] 


CHAPTER  LIL 
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I    wrote,  m  fur  as  I  vnu  iHs- 
•r  ttte  public :  but   tbiit  hU 
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mind  was  itill  artleut,  »nd  fraujrht  with  gene- 
roua  wishcti  to  attain  to  still  higher  degrees  of 
literary  excel letice,  if  provetl  by  his  private 
notes  of  this  year,  which  1  uhall  insert  in  their 
proper  placcA 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Jto.  10.  im. 

*•  Dkak  Si  a,  —  !  have  at  last  sent  you  all  Lord 
Ilailev'v  popen.  While  I  was  tu  France,  1  looked 
very  oJten  into  Henault;  but  I^ord  Hniles,  in  my 
opinion,  leaves  him  far  and  far  beliind.  Why  I  did 
not  desjuitch  so  sliort  a  peruvil  sooner,  when  I  look 
baek,  t  am  utterly  unnble  to  discover;  but  huRiun 
moments  are  stolen  away  by  a  thousand  petty  im- 
pediments which  leave  no  trace  behind  them.  I 
have  been  afflicted,  through  the  whole  Cbri&tnuis« 
with  the  general  disorder,  of  which  the  worst  ofR-ct 
was  u  cough,  which  is  now  much  mitigated, 
though  \Uc  country,  on  which  I  look  from  a  win- 
dow at  Stroatham,  is  now  eovered  with  a  deep 
snow.  Mrs.  Wdlioras  is  very  111 :  every  body  else 
is  as  usual. 

**  Among  tlie  papers  I  found  a  letter  to  yoii, 
which  I  think  you  had  not  opened  ;  and  a  paper  ^ 
for  •  I'he  Chronicle.'  which  I  suppose  it  not  neccs* 
v  insert.      I  return  them  both,      I  have, 

''-  few  days  had  the  honour  of  receiving 

L,.r.  i,i.,^r's  first  volume,  for  which  I  return  my 
most  respectful  thanks, 

"  I  wish  you,  my  dearest  friend,  and  your 
luiughty  lady,  (for  I  know  slie  does  not  love  me,  I 
and  the  young  ladies,  and  th«  young  laird,  all 
happinras.  Teach  th«  young  gentkmii].  In  spite 
of  hia  ininnma,  to  think  and  ipetk  well  of,  Sir, 
yoar  tff^tionatc  humble  servant, 

«  Sam.  Jomtaov." 

At  thi»  time  was  in  agitation  a  matter  of 
great  conwvqtience  to  mcand  my  family,  whinh  1 
Mioiild  not  obtrude  upon  the  world,  were  it 
not  that  the  part  which  Dr.  ifohiison^s  friend- 
ship for  nil?  made  him  take  in  it  wus  the  nrea- 
8it>n  of  jiu  exertion  of  his  itbtlitii.-H,  which  it 
would  be  injustice  to  conccnl.  Thnt  what  ho 
wrote  upon  the  subject  niaj  he  iinder^tijod,  it 
is  neeeswiry  to  give  a  fftate  of  the  tpiestitm, 
whirii  I  jihull  do  as  Lriefly  as  I  can* 

In  the  year  1504,  the  biu-ouy  or  nuuiur  of* 


1 

.1 .1.  •  i>  to  div». 
!our  tilva. 

II. 
» 1 

■   h  to  Vrl*'* 
.    1      .1  (liirtr-five. 

—  <   «U«,»H. 
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irteL 


Aurhmleck  (proon 
for 


sod 


k^)  in  Avnlktre, 
!   Uif  Mine  iijune 

timid, 

>   in  ihc  county  of   I  ^ 

irter,  ** dtUvto  Jatniih  . \  ..     ' 

a:*  the  cause  of  the  jirant,  *''fro 
uiir  Aerritio  mthis  prttjstiio."  ThotoOi 
lin  in  battle,  tx":liljng  along  witJh 
»t  the  fatal  field  of  FlodcL^D,  in 

From  lliis  verj  honourable  founder  of  our 

fionilj,  the  estate  was  transnxitted,  in  a  direct  se^ 

i4e«  of  heira-male,  to  David  Boswell,»  mj  father  g  ^ 

aiid-uncle,  who  had  no  sons,  but  four 

s  wln»  were  all  respectably  xoarrtcd, 

UH-  yi'n-t  to  Lord  Cathcart. 

Dnvid  Bos  well,  being  resolute  in  the  military 
ffudid  jiriru-ii)le  of  condnuing  the  male  succes- 
sion., passed  by  his  daughtersj  and  settled  the 
estate  on  his  nephew  by  hi»  next  brother,  who 
approved  of  I  he  deed^  and  renounced  any  pi^- 
Ivuslous  which  he  might  possibly  have,  in  prc- 
fejvnce  to  htA  tion.  iJut  the  c^tule  having  been 
burthened  with  large  portions  to  the  daugh- 
ter*, and  other  debt*,  it  woa  neecaaary  for  the 
nephew  to  sell  a  eouKiderable  purt  of  it,  and 
wh  d  wii*  *!.ill  niurb  encumbered. 

1  ii y  of  the  nephew  preserved^  and, 

in  .-riM  -i.-ive,  relieved  the  estate.  His  son, 
my  jtrr:nidlather,  an  eminent  lawyer,  not  only 
n^juirchascd  a  fjrcat  part  of  what  had  been 
sold,  but  actjuired  other  lands  ;  and  my  father, 
who  MMs  r»ne  of  the  judges  of  Scotbuitl,  and 
hiul  added  eonsidcrnbly  to  the  estate,  now 
sitfuitied  his  inclination  to  tJike  the  privilege 
iil]<nved  by  our  taw  ',  to  neeure  it  tohi*i  famuy 
iu  tKTi>ctuitj|'  by  an  entail,  which,  on  account 
«>i'  nk  nuirrla^e  articles,  eould  not  l>e  done 
vrithout  my  consent. 

T  '  '  \  of  entailing  the  estate,  I  heartily 
CtM  ih  him,  lliough  1  was  the  first  to 

'•  L  liv  it;  but  we  unhappily  {liJfered 

,'  j?erioi!  of  heirs  which  Bbouhl  be  esta- 

ir.  In  the  l:ini^ua{?e  of  our  law,  ralleil 

^inn.     My  lather  hud  declared  a 

lor  heirs-general^    th«l    is,   males 

iU'm  indiseruninately.     He  w:i5  willinjtf, 

,  that  nil  males  descending  from  bi« 

'  \im  finMiMimed  a»  writlen,  >fiicAiMbvl.  See  awhf,  p«  301 . 
"t  rarUuncml  df  S^otUiMl.  1<M».  Cap. fl.— Dot- 


pundfather  should  be  preferred  to  femalefi ; 
but  wittdd  not  cAtrnd  that  pnvili'jji*  U*  mules 
deriving  their  descent  from  11  1     '  .  vcc.     I, 

on  (he  olher  hand,  had  a  xe  i  ility  for 

heirs-male,  h(»wcvcr  remolf,  wjm  n  J  niain- 
tained  by  arjrunierits,  which  appeared  to  me  fxi 
have  coni>iderable  weitjht,  ^  And  in  the  par- 
ticular case  of  our  fiimily,  I  Jipprchcntlwj  (hat 
we  wcr«  under  an  implied  obligation,  iu  honour 
and  good  faith,  to  transmit  the  estate  by  the 
fame  tenure  which  he  hehl  it,  wh(ch  wa»  fA 
beir^-nmlef,  excluding  nearer  females.  1  thert*- 
fore,  as  I  thought  conscieutiouAty,  objected  to 
my  father's  scheme 

My  opposition  was  very  di^jJcasing  lo  my 
father,  who  waa  entitled  to  great  resjjcct  and 
deference ;  and  I  had  reason  Ut  apprehend 
disagreeable  consequences  frt>m  my  non-com- 
pliance with  his  wishea.  AJ\er  much  per- 
plexity and  iineasine^  I  wrote  to  I)i\  John- 
son, stating  the  case,  with  all  itj  diflicidhf?,  at 
full  length,  and  earnestly  retjue5tiny;  that  he 
would  consider  it  at  leisure,  and  favour  mo 
with  hia  friendly  opinion  and  advice. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London.  Jan,  |\  ITTft. 

"  Deah  Sir,  —  I  WBM  much  imprrsaed  by  yoor 
letter,  and  if  I  cnn  fomi  upoa  your  case  anv  rr<i^ 
luttou  satisfactory  to  m3r»elC  wUI  very  gtiuily  im^ 
part  it :  but  whether  I  am  ctjual  to  it,  1  du  nut 
know.  It  14  a  caw  compounded  of  law  anil  juv 
ticc,  and  requires  a  miod  versed  in  jundical  di*> 
quiHtions.      Could  not  you   tell   your  win  '  ' 

to  Lord  Hnile4?     He  is,  you  know,  hmh 
lian  and  a  lawyer.      1    siippoiic  he  ii  abtut    ^,...  ,.- 
ality,  and  above  loquacity ;  and,  I  believe,  he  will 
not  think   the  time   lost   in  wbidi   he  may  i.{U]rt  3 
disturbed,   or  itettle  a   waveriug  mind.       '^ 
me  as  any  tiling  occurs  to  you  ;  and  If  1  i 
self  ^topped  by  want  of  fnctf.  nccessar  ii, 

I  will  mxkkc  inquiries  of  you  m  my 

"  If  your  former  resolutions  shouUi  i--  ...-.,..  ^*M,Iy 
fanciful,  you  decide  rightly  in  judfring  that  yoni 
father's  fancies  inoy  claim  the  preference ;  Imt 
whether  they  are  fanciful  or  rational  h  the  qiicrtiovi. 
I  really  think  Lord  Hailed  could  help  t»K, 

*"  Make  my  compliments  to  dear  X  "  IT  | 
and    tell   her,   that   I   hope  to  be   v  ,,<%• 

thing  that  I  can  contribute  to  bring  ;,..,  ■■< 

your  troubles.     1  am,  dear  Sir,  most  ^i^i^ 
**  Sam.  Jui: 


itPHmt  :  iH'caiUr.  howrvrr  cjluliiiil  ftom  tlir  inimrnt.itW 
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JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Feb.  8.  me. 

<*  Dkar  Sir,  —  I  am  going  to  write  upon  a  ques- 
tion which  requires  more  knowledge  of  local  law, 
and  more  acquaintance  with  the  general  rules  of 
inheritance,  than  I  can  claim  ;  but  I  write,  because 
you  request  it. 

'*  Land  is  like  any  other  possession,  by  natural 
right  wholly  in  the  power  of  its  present  owner; 
and  may  be  «otd,  given,  or  bequeathed,  absolutely, 
or  conditi anally f  as  judgment  shall  direct  or  pa.ssion 
incite. 

**  Hut  natural  right  would  avail  little  without 
the  protection  of  law ;  and  the  primary  notion  of 
law  is  restraint  in  the  exercise  of  natural  right.  A 
TiKLu  '^^  ibvivlwrt.'  in  society  not  fully  master  of  what 
be  calls  his  own,  but  he  still  retains  all  the  power 
which  law  does  not  take  from  hinu 

"In  the  exercise  of  the  riji^ht  which  law  either 
leaves  or  gives,  regard  is  to  ba  paid  to  moral  obli- 
gations. 

**  Of  the  estate  which  we  are  now  considering, 
^om  taihvT  ^tjll  return;  such  posseslcm,  with  such 
powiT  over  It,  that  he  can  sell  it,  and  do  with  the 
UMMiey  what  he  will,  without  any  legil  imf^ediinint. 
But  wtwfi  he  eilcadi  his  power  iH'yond  bi*  oirn 
life,  by  MatHng  the  order  of  succession,  the  law 
makn  your  consent  necessary. 

"  Let  us  suppoM.^  that  he  sells  the  land  to  risk 
the  money  in  somL>  specious  adventure,  and  in  that 
adventure  loses  the  whole ;  his  posterity  would  be 
dluppointed  but  they  could  not  think  themselves 
injured  or  Jfgbbtd.  If  he  spent  it  upon  vice  or 
pleasure,  his  successors  could  only  call  him  vicious 
and  voluptuous  t\u.j  could  not  say  that  he  was 
injurious  or  unjust. 

'*  He  that  may  do  more  may  do  levs.  He  that 
by  selling  ur  S(]uandering  may  disinherit  a  whole 
f  imily,  may  certamly  disinherit  part  by  a  partial 
settlement. 

"  Laws  are  fonned  by  the  manners  and  exigen- 
cies of  particular  time%  and  it  is  but  accidental  that 
they  last  longer  than  their  causes :  the  limitation 
of  feudal  succession  to  the  mule  nrotae  from  the 
obligation  of  tin-  tfiiatii  to  aitund  his  chief  in  war. 

**  As  itncs  iiiiiil  opmioni  are  always  ehmngitigt  1 
ktiQWDot  wln^tl  er  illxr  not  usurpation  tu  prescribe 
rules  to  posterity,  by  presuming  to  judge  uf  what 
we  cannoi  know  and  ]  know  not  whether  I  fully 
appnive  either  your  desi|^  or  your  fjither's,  to  limit 
that  sueeesaton  wLich  dotfCL'ntk'd  to  you  unlimited. 
If  we  are  to  leave  tnrtum  tectum  to  posterity,  what 
we  have  without  any  merit  of  our  own  received 
from  our  ancfston,  should  not  choice  and  free-will 
be  liept  unvioUiti^Hl?  Is  land  to  be  treated  with 
more  rcverenci!  han  liberty?  If  this  consideration 
should  restrain  your  father  from  di^lrttieriting  some 
of  the  males,  does  it  leave  you  the  power  of  dis- 
inheriting al    ih^v*  fcmnk^t 

"Can  the  ^if^-^-t-v-ir  ,.("  ,  feudal  estate  make  any 
will  ?  Can  he  apixiint,  out  of  the  inherit;mce,  any 
portion  to  his  daughters?  There  seems  to  be  a 
very  shadowy  difference  between  the  power  of 
kav'ing^  land,  and  of  leaving  money  to  lie  raised 
from  land  between  leaving  an  estate  to  females, 
and  leaving  the  male  heir,  in  eflTect,  only  their 
steward. 

**  Suppose  at  one  time  a  law  that  allowed  only 
males  to  uiherit,  and  during  the  contihuanceof  this 


law,  many  estates  to  have  descended,  passing  by 

the  femoli'sh  to  remoter  heirs.  Suppuse  afterwards 
the  law  ri']jealFd,  in  corr^pondenctf  with  a  change 
of  maniieri^  Jind  women  made  cajjable  of  inherit- 
ance would  not  then  the  tLm.ijTe  of  estates  be 
changed?  Could  the  women  have  no  iKMiefltfracu 
a  law  made  in  their  favour?  Muit  ihiry  be  pafrtcd 
by  upon  moral  principles  for  ever^  bMAuse  they 
were  ocice  eiel tided  by  a  legal  prohibition  ?  Or 
may  that  which  passed  only  to  males  by  one  law, 
pass  likewise  to  females  by  another  ? 

**  You  »ienttou  your  nsoluiion  tu  maintain  the 
right  of  youT  brothers  I  do  not  see  bow  any  of 
their  rifjhi^  nrc  mvaded. 

"  As  your  whole  diiificulty  arises  from  the  act  of 
your  ancestor,  who  diverted  the  suecej^ton  from  the 
females,  you  inquire,  very  properly,  what  were  his 
motives,  and  wJmt  wai  bis  intention :  for  you  cer- 
tainly are  not  bound  by  his  act  more  than  he  in- 
tended to  bind  you,  nor  hold  your  land  on  harder 
or  stricter  terms  tljJiu  thuit'  un  which  it  was  granted. 
Intentions  mu4t  be  gathered  from  acts.  When 
he  left  the  estate  to  his  nephew,  by  excluding  bis 
daughters,  was  it,  or  wju  it  not  in  tiis  power  to 
havL'  perpetuntc^l  tJie  succession  to  the  males?  If 
lie  could  hmve  done  it,  he  seems  to  have  shown,  by 
omitting  it,  that  be  did  not  desire  it  to  be  done, 
and,  upon  your  uwii  priniiljaleii,  yon  will  not  easily 
prove  your  riji^ht  ta  destroy  that  capaeity  of  succes- 
sion which  your  ancestors  have  left 

"  If  your  ancestor  had  not  the  power  of  making 
a  perpetual  settli^iiicnt  and  if,  therefore,  we  cannol 
jiid^e  distinetly  of  bis  intentions,  ycl  his  art  can 
only  lite  considered  as  an  example  ;  it  makes  not  an 
obligjition^  And,  as  you  observe,  he  set  no  example 
of  rigoruu»  adherence  to  the  line  of  succession. 
IK'  that  overlooked  a  brother  would  not  wonder 
that  little  regard  is  sliovvnto  remote  retattons, 

*'  As  the  rules  of  suece<«bn  are,  in  a  great  part, 
purely  legal,  no  man  cm  be  supposed  tubet|iieatb 
anything,  but  upon  legal  terms  j  be  con  grant  no 
power  which  the  law  denies  and  if  he  makes  no 
sjiecia)  and  definite  limitation,  he  confers  all  the 
power  which  tbc  law  allows. 

You     ancestor,  for  some  reason,   disinherited 
His  daughters    but  it  no  more  follows  that  be  in- 
tended this  act   m  a  rule  fi>r  posterity    than  the 
disinheritiDg  of  hi*  brother.     If,  therefore^  you  ask 
j  by  what  right  you    father  admitii  daughters  to  in- 
I  heritance,  ask  youtstlf,   first,  by  what   right  you 
'  require  them  to  bi'  ftclodt.'hd?     It  appears,  upon 
I  reflection,  that  your  futhi-r  fxeludea  nobody  ;  he 
I  only  admits  nearer  females  to  inherit  liefore  males 
more  remote ;  and  the  exclusion  is  purely  conse- 
quential. 

*'  'Hiese,  dear  Sir,  are  my  thoughts,  immethodical 
and  deliberative  but,  perhaps,  you  may  find  in 
hi; in  Home  gliraracrin^  of  evidence.  I  cannot, 
however  but  of^aln  recommend  to  you  a  conference 
with  Ixjrd  liaiZes,  whom  you  know  to  be  both  a 
lawyer  and  a  Christum.  Make  my  complimenta 
to  Mrs.  BosweU,  thtiugh  she  does  not  love  me. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  affectionate  servant, 

**  Sam.  Johnsom.** 
T  ha<l  followe<l  bis  recummendation  and  con- 
sidted  Lflrfi  Hatli^  who  upon  thia  stiVijecl  hail 
a  firm  apiiiion  coolrary  to  mine.    His  lordsbip 

>  Which  term  I  applied  to  all  the  hciri  male.  -.Boswux. 
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obUtringly  look  llic  trouble  to  wruo  n 
Jii  nvliich  be  diiscussetl,  with  lenal  ym  ! 

Icmiuti;!;,  vUo  poirilji  in  ivliich  1  suw  nnn u  .imi- 
cuJty,  iiniirjtaiDiuy;  tluit  '*  the  euccession  of 
beii-»  f!;«nerfLl  wus  the  succession,  by  tliQ  luw  of 
Scotlautl,  from  the  throne  to  ihu  cottiigc,  as 
farafi  wf  can  learu  it  bj  rei-ord;"  oWrving 
tliut  tiie  <?8tulc  of  our  family  had  not  been 
liajitcd  to  heirs  male  ;  aud  that  though  an  heir 
male  had  in  one  instance  been  chosen  in  pre- 
ference to  nearer  femalea,  that  had  been  an 
arbltraiy  afrt,  which  had  seemed  t-o  be  best  in 
the  embarrassed  state  of  alTairs  at  that  time : 
antl  the  faet  wajs,  that  upon  a  fair  computation 
of  the  vaiat?  of  land  and  money  at  the  time, 
anpUed  to  the  estate!  nnd  the  burthens  upon  it, 
tttore  wus  nothing  given  the  heirs  male  but 
the  skeleton  of  an  estate.  "  The  plea  of  con- 
seience,"  said  his  lordsliip,  "  which  you  put,  U  a 
most  rcspectalJe  one,  especially  when  cmtAcicitce 
and  »tlf  are  on  diifereut  sideg.  But  I  think 
tliat  conscience  is  not  well  iuformedf  and  that 
»clf  and  »he  ought  on  this  occasion  to  be  of  & 
side." 

This  lettrr,  which  had  considerable  influence 
upon  oiy  mind,  1  sent  to  Dr.  Johnson,  begging 
to  hear  from  blm  again  upon  thu$  intereating 
question  > 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  Feb.  9.  1776. 

*' Dwa  Sin, —  HaTing  not  any  acqamntance 
with  the  Ihwi»  or  ciistotiM  of  Scotland,  I  endea- 
voured to  consider  your  qocistion  upon  gcDcral 
principles,  and  found  nothing  of  much  validity 
tbm  I  could  uppu>c  to  this  position  :  *  He  who 
Inhvrits  a  fief  unlimited  by  his  ancestors  inherits  the 
power  of  limiting  it  occortliiig  to  hw  own  Judg- 
tnent  or  opinion.*  If  this  he  truL",  you  may  join 
with  your  father. 

"  Further  cotHideration  produces  another  con- 
clusion: *  He  who  reecivis  a  fief  unlimited  hy  his 
ance^tori  ^vca  hi*  heir*  some  reason  to  complain  if 
he  docs  not  transmit  it  unlimited  to  posterity. 
For  why  should  be  make  the  Hate  of  others  worse 
than  Jiiii  ovetif  without  a  rennon  ?  '  If  thi&  \x  true, 
though  neither  you  nor  your  father  are  about  to  do 
what  is  quite  right,  but  ^  your  father  violates  (I 
think)  the  legal  succession  least,  he  3cem4  to  be 
nearer  tlie  right  than  youpielf. 

•*  It  cannot  but  uccur  that  'Women  have  natural 
and  equitable  claims  as  well  as  men,  and  these 
cluims  are  not  to  \x  capriciously  or  Itgbdy  super- 
seded or  lufrinj^ed.'  ^Vlien  fiefs  implied  military 
service,  it  U  ejinily  discerned  why  femide^  could  not 
inherit  them  ;  but  timt  rea*iou  is  now  at  an  end. 
As  manners  make  laws,  manners  likewise  repeal 
them. 

*^^  Thc^e  Are  the  general  concluMons  which  I  have 
attained.     None  of  them  are  very  favourable  lo 


t  tiri<f  r^mhiil.'tl  hiitt  nf  hU  rt1mi*rr»fk>n 


■J  bjriny  rather,  wirh  vAitaui  ituUcloui 

■V  h\m  mit  mir,  M^ttlh^  th^  r^ilMXP  upon 

■  .1    ulilrh  I  rmmJ  hAd  hwn 

.tiuerfucliy,  (]Ul  lo  ivi  to  bo 

I  WM  (rwil  liy  Ur  John- 


your  Mheme  nT  entail,  nor  pcrhapt  to  any  ■chcnw. 
My  observation,  that  onJy  he  who  iu:t|utre«  an 
estate  may  bequeath  it  capriciuiuly  ',  if  it  c<int.iiitt 
any  conviction,  includei;  tins  poi^iiion  likewise,  tliat 
only  be  who  acquires  no  eKUtt-  may  entniJ  it  eapri* 
ciously.  But  I  think  it  rawy  be  safely  prrj«umcd, 
that  *  He  who  inhcriLs  an  evtHtc,  inherits  nil  the 
power  legally  concomiunt ; '  and  that  •  He  wb« 
gives  or  leaves  unlimited  an  estate  legally  limilAble, 
mu<st  be  presumed  to  give  that  power  of  liaiitttLion» 
which  ht'  omitted  to  take  away,  and  lo  rammii 
future  contingencies  to  future  prudence.'  Jn  xhvK 
two  positions  I  believe  Lord  Hniles  will  advise  you 
to  rest  \  every  other  notion  of  possession  teems 
to  nie  full  of  difficulties,  and  etnbananed  villi 
scruples. 

"  If  these  axioms  be  allowed,  you  ^  vd 

now  at  full   liberty  without  the  help  sr 

circumstances,  which,  however,  have  ii-  -_.  ._ia 
great  weight.  Vou  very  rightly  observe,  ttuit  h« 
who  pas&ing  by  hi*  brother  gave  the  inheritance  to 
his  nephew,  could  Umit  no  more  than  be  gave  j  and 
by  Lord  HatkVs  estimate  of  fourteen  yesira'  fiur- 
chaae,  what  he  gnve  was  no  more  tlian  you  may 
easily  entAil  according  to  your  own  optnioo,  If  that 
opinion  shoitld  finally  prevail. 

*•  Lord  Hailes^'s  suspicion  that  entail*  ant  <o- 
croachments  on  the  dominion  of  Providence,  may 
be  extended  to  all  hereditary  privileges  and  all  per* 
nuincnt  in&titution&  I  Ho  not  see  why  it  may  nut 
be  extended  to  any  provision  for  the  j;  r, 

since  all  care  about  futurity  proceed -^ 
pofitiun,  that  we  know  at  least  in  -v,  .  -^^.vi> 
what  vrill  be  future.  Of  the  future  we  ccitointy 
know  nothing;  but  we  truiy  form  conjectures  from 
the  past ;  and  the  power  of  forming  cunjectuns 
iucludes,  in  my  opinion,  the  duty  of  acting  in  con- 
formity to  that  probability,  which  we  discovfT. 
Providence  gives  the  i*ower,  of  which  reason 
teaches  the  use.  1  am,  dear  Sir,  your  mott  Calth- 
ful  servant,  Sa».  Jouksok. 

•*  I  hope  I  shall  get  some  ground  now  vt-ith  Mra. 
Bosweli :  make  my  compliments  to  ber,  and  to  the 
little  people.  Don't  burn  papers ;  they  niny  be 
9afe  enough  in  your  own  boK^  )ou  will  wish  to 
see  them  hereafter." 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

'Tiib.  IB,  \rtiL 
"  DicAU  Sia,  —  To  the  letters  which  I  hate 
written  aliout  your  great  question  I  have  nothing 
to  add.  If  yonr  conscience  i»  satisfied,  you  haw 
now  or)1y  your  prudence  to  consult,  I  long  fur  a 
letter,  that  1  miiy  knc»w  how  thb  troublesunnc  and 
vexatious  question  is  at  \taX  decided  «  1  hope  thai 
it  will  at  last  end  well.  Lord  HaUea's  letter 
very  friendly,  and  very  Kasonahlc  ;  but  I  think  hit 
aversion  from  entails  has  something  in  it  like 
supenstition.  Providence  i^  not  counteracted  bf 
any  means  which  Providence  puts  into  our  |>ower. 
llie  continuance  and  propagation  of  fiLmilie»  makoa 
a  groit  part  of  the  Jewish  law,  and  iji  by  no 
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prohibited  in  the  Christian  institution,  though  the 
necessity  of  it  continues  no  longer.  Hereditary 
tenures  are  established  in  all  civilised  countries, 
and  are  accompanied  in  most  with  hereditary 
authority.  Sir  William  Temple  considers  our 
constitution  as  defective,  that  there  is  not  an  un- 
alienable estate  in  land  connected  with  a  peerage : 
and  Lord  Bacon  mentions  as  a  proof  that  the 
Turks  are  barbarians,  their  want  of  tHrpety  as  he 
calls  them,  or  hereditary  rank.  Do  not  let  your 
mind,  when  it  is  freed  firom  the  supposed  necessity 
of  a  rigorous  entail,  be  entangled  with  contrary 
objections,  and  think  all  entails  unlawful,  till  you 
have  eogent  arguments,  which  I  believe  you  will 
never  find.     I  am  afraid  of  scniples. 

**  I  have  now  sent  all  Lord  Hailes's  papers ;  part 
I  found  hidden  in  a  drawer  in  which  I  had  laid 
them  for  security,  and  had  forgotten  them.  Part 
of  these  arc  written  twice ;  I  have  returned  both 
the  copies.  Part  I  had  read  before.  Be  so  kind 
as  to  return  Lord  Hailes  my  most  respectful  thanks 
for  his  first  volume :  his  accuracy  strikes  me  with 
wonder;  his  narrative  b  far  superior  to  that  of 
Henault,  as  I  have  formerly  mentioned.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  trouble  which  my  irregularity  and 
delay  has  cost  him  is  greater,  far  greater,  than  any 
good  that  I  can  do  him  will  ever  recompense  ;  but 
if  I  have  any  more  copy  I  will  try  to  do  better. 

**  Pray  let  me  know  if  Mrs.  Boswell  is  friends 
with  me,  and  pay  my  respects  to  Veronica,  and 
Eopbemia,  and  Alexander.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Joumson." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"■  Edinburgh,  Feb.  SO.  1776. 
•*  You  have  illuminated  my  mind,  and  relieved 
me  from  imaginary  shackles  of  conscientious  obliga- 
tion. Were  it  necessary,  I  could  immediately  join 
in  an  entail  upon  the  series  of  heirs  approved  by 
my  fiither ;  but  it  is  better  not  to  act  too  sud- 
denly." 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Feb.  24.  1776. 

•*  Dear  Sir,  —  I  am  glad  that  what  I  could 
think  or  say  has  at  all  contributed  to  quiet  your 
thoughts.  Your  resolution  not  to  act,  till  your 
opinion  is  confirmed  by  more  deliberation,  is  very 
just.  If  you  have  been  scrupulous,  do  not  be  rash. 
I  hope  that,  as  you  think  more,  and  take  oppor- 
tunities of  talking  with  men  intelligent  in  questions 
of  property,  you  will  be  able  to  free  yourself  from 
every  difficulty.  When  I  wrote  1^,  I  sent,  I 
think,  ten  packets.     Did  you  receive  them  all  ? 

•*  You  must  tell  Mrs.  Boswell  that  I  suspected 
her  to  have  written  without  your  knowledge',  and 
therefore  did  not  return  any  answer,  lest  a  clandes- 
tine correspondence  should  have  been  perniciously 
discovered.  I  will  write  to  her  soon.  I  am,  dear 
1^,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnson." 

Having  communicated  to  Lord  Hailes  wbat 
Dr.  Johnson  wrote  conceminf^  the  <iucstion 
which  perplexed  me  so  much,  his  lordship 
wrote  to  mc  :  "  Your  scniples  have  produced 
more  fruit  than  I  ever  expected  from  them ; 


>  A  letter  to  him  on  the  intereiting  subject  of  the  family 
flctt^emeut,  which  I  bad  read.  —  Boswbll. 


an  excellent  dissertation  on  general  principles 
of  morals  and  law.** 

I  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  2(Hh  of 
February,  complaining  of  melancholy,  and  ex- 
pressing a  strong  desure  to  be  with  him ;  in- 
forming him  that  the  ten  packets  came  all 
safe;  taat  Lord  Hailes  was  much  obliged  to 
him,  and  said  he  had  almost  wholly  removed 
his  scruples  against  entails. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  March  5. 1776. 

*<  Dkar  Sir,  —  I  have  not  had  your  letter  half 
an  hour;  as  you  lay  so  much  weight  upon  my 
notions,  I  should  think  it  not  just  to  delay  my 
answer.  I  am  very  sorry  that  your  melancholy 
should  return,  and  should  be  sorry  likewise  if  it 
could  have  no  relief  but  from  my  company.  My 
counsel  you  may  have  when  you  please  to  require 
it;  but  of  my  company  you  cannot  in  the  next 
month  have  much,  for  Mr.  Thrale  will  take  me  to 
Italy,  he  says,  on  the  1st  of  April 

"  Let  me  warn  you  very  earnestly  against 
scruples.  I  am  glad  that  you  are  reconciled  to 
your  settlement,  and  think  it  a  great  honour  to 
have  shaken  Lord  Hailes*s  opinion  of  entails.  Do 
not,  however,  hope  wholly  to  reason  away  your 
troubles;  do  not  feed  them  with  attention,  and 
they  will  die  imperceptibly  away.  Fix  your 
thoughts  upon  your  business,  fill  your  intervals 
with  company,  and  sunshine  will  again  break  in 
upon  your  mind.  If  you  will  come  to  me,  you 
must  come  very  quickly ;  and  even  then  I  know 
not  but  we  may  scour  the  country  together,  for  I 
have  a  mind  to  see  Oxford  and  Lichfield  before  I 
set  out  on  this  long  journey.  To  this  I  can  only 
add  that  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  afiectionate 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Jomrsov.** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  March  12.  1776. 
**  Dkar  Sir,  —  Very  early  in  April  we  leave 
England,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  week  I 
shall  leave  London  for  a  short  time ;  of  this  I  think 
it  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  you  may  not  be 
disappointed  in  any  of  your  enterprises.  I  had 
not  ftiUy  resolved  to  go  into  the  country  before 
this  day.  Please  to  make  my  compliments  to 
Lord  Hailes;  and  mention  very  particularly  to 
Mrs.  Boswell  my  hope  that  she  is  reconciled  to. 
Sir,  your  faithful  servant,  Sam.  Johnson." 

[JOHNSON  TO  JOHN  WESLEY. 

"Feb. 6.  ine. 

*•  Sir,  —  When  I  received  your  •  Commentary 
on  the  Bible,'  I  durst  not  at  first  flatter  myself  that 
I  was  to  keep  it,  having  so  little  claim  to  so  valu- 
able a  present ;  and  when  Mrs.  Hall  *  informed  me 
of  your  kindness,  was  hindered  from  time  to  time 
from  returning  you  those  thanks  which  I  now 
entreat  you  to  accept.  —  I  have  thanks  likewise  to 
return  you  for  the  addition  of  your  important 
suffrage  to  my  argument  on  the  American  question. 
To  have  gained  such  a  poind  as  yours  may  justly 


•  14r.  Wesley*!  sitter.  -  Croxrr. 
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pence,  by  which,  at  the  hazard  of  loss,  and  the 
eertainty  of  long  credit,  he  gains  the  regular  profit 
of  ten  per  cent,  which  is  expected  in  the  wholesale 
trade :  the  country  bookseller,  buying  at  sixteen 
and  sixpence,  and  commonly  trusting  a  considerable 
time^  gains  but  three  and  sixpence,  and  if  he  trusts 
a  jeai,  not  much  more  than  two  and  sixpence ; 
otherwise  than  as  he  may,  perhaps,  take  as  long 
credit  as  he  gives. 

••  With  less  profit  than  this,  and  more  you  see  he 
cannot  have,  the  country  bookseller  cannot  live  ;  for 
his  receipts  are  small,  and  his  debts  sometimes  bad. 
**Tbus,  dear  Sir,  I  have  been  incited  by  Dr. 
••♦••*'s  letter  to  give  you  a  detail  of  the  circula- 
tion of  books,  which,  perhaps,  every  man  has  not 
had  opportunity  of  knowing ;  and  which  those 
who  know  it,  do  not,  perhaps,  always  distinctly 
eoottder.  —  I  am,  &c.,  Sau.  Johnson.**^ 

HaTing  arrived  in  London  late  on  Friday, 
the  15th  of  March,  I  hastened  next  morning 
to  wait  on  Dr.  Johnson,  at  his  house;    but 
found  he  was  removed  from  Johnson  s  Court, 
No.  7.,  to  Bolt  Court,  No.  8.,  still  keeping  to  his 
iavourite  Fleet  Street.    My  reflection  at  the 
time  upon  this  change,  as  marked  in  my  jour- 
nal, is  as  follows  :    "  I  felt  a  foolish  regret  that 
he  had  left  a  court  which  bore  his  name  ^ ;  but 
it  was  not  foolish  to  be  affected  with  some  ten- 
<lemess  of  regard  for  a  place  in  which  I  had 
Seen  him  a  great  deal,  from  whence  I  had  often 
laraed  a  better  and  a  happier  man  than  when  I 
^vent  in,  and  which  had  often  appeared  to  my 
imagination,  while  I  trode  its  pavement  in  the 
ademn  darkness  of  the  night,  to  be  sacred  to 
"^rifldom  and  piety.*'     Being  informed  that  he 
"^as  at  Mr.'rhralc*s  in  the  Borough,  I  hastened 
thither,  and  found  Mrs.  Thrale  and  him   at 
tireakfast.     I  was  kindly  welcomed.     In  a  mo- 
snent  he  was  in  a  full  glow  of  conversation,  and 
X  felt  myself  elevated  as  if  brought  into  another 
state  of  bciiijr.     Mrs.  Thrale  and  I  looked  to 
«ach  other  while  he  talked,  and  our  looks  ex- 
pressed our  congenial  admiration  and  affection 
for  him.     I  shall  ever  recollect  this  scene  with 
great  pleasure.     I  exclaimed  to  her,  "I  am 
now  intellectually,  Hermippus  redimvus  ^  ;  I  am 
quite  restored  by  him,  by  transfusion  of  mind." 
**  There  are  many,"  she  replied,  "  who  admire 
and  respect  Mr.  Johnson ;    but  you  and  I  love 
him." 

He  seemed  very  happy  in  the  near  prospect 
of  going  to  Italy  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale. 
"But,"  8ai<l  he,  "  before  leaving  England, I  am 
to  -take  a  jaunt  to  Oxford,  Birmingham,  my 
native  city  Lichfield,  and  my  old  friend  Dr. 
Taylor's  at  Ashbourne,  in  Derbyshire.  I  shall 
go  in  a  few  days,  and  you,  Boswell,  shall  go 
with  me."  I  was  ready  to  accompany  him ; 
being  willing  even  to  leave  London  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  his  conversation. 


t  I  an  bappv,  in  giving  this  full  and  clear  itatement  to  the 
pobHc,  to  rindirate,  by  the  authority  of  the  greatint  author 
of  his  age,  that  retpectablo  body  of  men,  the  book»eller»  of 
Loudon,  from  vulgar  reflections,  as  if  their  profits  were 
exorWunt,  when,  in  truth.  Dr.  Johnson  has  here  allowed 
ire  than  they  nsually  demand.—  Boswell. 


I  mentioned  with  much  regret  the  extrava- 
gance of  the  representative  of  a  great  family 
in  Scotland,  by  which  there  was  danger  of 
its  being  ruined ;  and  as  Johnson  respected  i£ 
for  its  antiquity,  he  joined  with  me  in  thinking 
it  would  be  happy  if  this  person  should  die. 
Mrs.  Thrale  seemed  shocked  at  this,  as  feudal 
barbarity,  and  said,  "  I  do  not  understand  this 

E reference  of  the  estate  to  its  owner ;  of  the 
md  to  the  man  who  walks  upon  that  land.** 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  madam,  it  is  not  a  preference 
of  the  land  to  its  owner ;  it  is  the  preference 
of  a  family  to  an  individual.  Here  is  an  esta- 
blishment in  a  country,  which  is  of  importance 
for  ages,  not  only  to  the  chief  but  to  his  people; 
an  establishment  which  extends  upwards  and 
downwards ;  that  this  should  be  destroyed  by 
one  idloffellow  is  a  sad  thing." 

He  said,  "  Entails  are  good,  because  it  is 
good  to  preserve  in  a  country  serieses  of  men, 
to  whom  the  people  are  accustomed  to  look  up 
as  to  their  leaders.  But  I  am  for  leaving  a 
quantity  of  land  in  commerce,  to  excite  in- 
dustry, and  keep  money  in  the  country ;  for  if 
no  land  were  to  be  bought  in  the  country, 
there  would  be  no  encouragement  to  acquire 
wealth,  because  a  family  could  not  be  founded 
there ;  or  if  it  were  acquired,  it  must  be  carried 
away  to  another  country  where  land  may  be 
bought.  And  although  the  land  in  every 
country  will  remain  the  same,  and  be  as  fertile 
where  there  is  no  money,  as  where  there  is,  yet 
all  that  portion  of  the  happiness  of  civil  life, 
which  is  produced  by  money  circulating  in  a 
country,  would  be  lost."  Bosweix.  "  Then, 
Sir,  would  it  be  for  the  advantage  of  a  country 
that  all  its  lands  were  sold  at  once  ?  "  John- 
son. "  So  far.  Sir,  as  money  produces  good, 
it  would  be  an  advantage;  for  then  that 
country  would  have  as  much  money  circulating 
in  it  as  it  is  worth.  But  to  be  sure  this  would 
be  counterbalanced  by  disadvantages  attending 
a  total  change  of  proprietors." 

I  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  power  of 
entailing  should  be  limited  thus  :  "  That  there 
should  be  one-third,  or  perhaps  one-half,  of  the 
land  of  a  countrjr  kept  free  for  commerce  ; 
that  the  proportion  allowed  to  be  entailed 
should  be  parcelled  out  so  that  no  family  could 
entail  above  a  certain  quantity.  Let  a  family, 
according  to  the  abilities  of  its  representatives, 
be  richer  or  poorer  in  different  generations,  or 
always  rich  if  its  representatives  be  always 
wise  :  but  let  its  absolute  permanency  be  mo- 
derate. En  this  way  we  should  be  certain  of 
there  being  always  a  number  of  established 
roots ;  and  as,  in  the  course  of  nature,  there  is 
in  every  age  an  extinction  of  some  families, 
there  would  be  continual  openings  for  men 


3  lie  said,  when  in  Scotland,  that  he  was  Johnson  qf  that 
Ilk.  —  Boswell.    Soe  po$t,  sub  April  28. 177H.  —  Crokkr. 

3  The  work  of  Cobaitsen,  a  German  physician,  traiulated 
by  Dr.  Campbell,  in  which  is  advanced  the  possibility  of 

f»rolonging  life  by  the  transpiration  of  young  breath  by  old 
ungs.    Seeaa/^,  p.  142.  -.  Ckokbr,  1846. 
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ambittoua  of  nerpctuity^to  plant,  a  stock  in  the 
eutu.il  ^onua.'*'  JonNsoJf.  "  ^Vljy,  Sir,  man- 
kiad  will  b€J  better  able  to  regulate  I  be  Bystem 
of  entails,  when  the  evil  of  too  much  tund  ocing 
locked  up  by  them  is  felt,  than  we  can  do  at 
preii«nt,  when  it  is  not  felt." 

I  mentioned  Dr.  Adam  Smith's  txwk  on 
"  The  Wealth  of  Nations,"  wliieh  was  just  pub- 
lisher), ;ind  thut  Sir  John  Pringle  bad  obNerved 
to  me,  that  Dr.  Smith,  who  had  never  lK?en  in 
trade^  eould  not  be  expected  to  write  well  on 
that  subjecli  any  more  than  a  lawyer  upon 
physio*  JoiisssoN.  "  He  is  mistaken,  Sir  ;  a 
man  who  has  never  been  engaged  in  trade  him- 
Ht'Jf  may  undoubtedly  write  well  upon  trade, 
and  there  is  nothinnr  which  reijulres  more  to  be 
illustrated  bv  philosophy  than  trailo  does.  As 
to  mere  wealth,  that  is  to  say,  money,  it  is  dear 
that  one  nation  or  one  individual  canDot  in- 
crease it«  .itore  but  by  makinjj  another  pooi'er : 
but  trade  procures  what  is  more  valuable,  the 
reciprocation  of  the  peculiar  advanttures  of  dif- 
ferent countries.  A  merchant  seldom  tliinks 
but  of  hi*  own  particular  trade.  To  write  a. 
good  book  upon  It,  a  man  must  have  extensive 
views.  It  18  not  necessary  to  have  practised, 
to  write  well  uf»on  a  subject."  I  mentioned 
Inw  as  a  subject  on  which  no  man  could  write 
well  without  practice.  Johnson.  ^  Why,  Sir, 
in  Kngland,  where  so  much  money  is  to  be  got 
by  the  practice  of  the  law,  most  of  our  writers 
upon  it  have  been  in  practice ;  though  Black- 
stone  had  not  been  much  in  practice  when  he 
published  his  *  Commentaries.  But  upon  the 
continent^  the  great  writers  on  law  have  not  all 
been  in  proctice:  Grotius,  indewl,  was;  but 
Puffendorf  was  not;  Burlam&qui  was  not."* 

When  we  had  talked  of  the  great  consequence 
which  a  man  acciulred  by  being  emnloyed  in 
his  profession,  I  puggestod  a  doubt  of  tno  justice 
of  tne  general  opinion,  that  it  is  improper  in  a 
lawyer  to  solicit  GmplojTiient^  for  why,  1  ur^ed, 
should  it  not  be  equally  allowable  to  solicit  that 
OS  the  means  of  consequence,  as  it  h  to  solicit 
voto0  to  be  elected  a  member  of  pai4iament  ? 
Mr.  Strahau  had  told  me  that  a  countryman  of 
his  and  mine ',  who  had  risen  to  eminence  in 
the  hiw,  had,  when  fii-st  making  h\a  way,  soli- 
ciUiil  him  to  jjet  hini  employed  in  citv  causes. 
JoiTKSON.  **  Sir,  it  is  wrong  to  stir  up  lawsuits ; 
but  when  once  it  is  certain  that  u  lawsuit  is  to 
go  on,  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  a  lawyer's 
endeavouring  that  he  ah&ll  have  tlic  beneHt, 


■  The  pr[vll«-gc  of  [xTprfuatitig  iit  a  Hunily  jin  cttjtti*  and 
•rmi  ntdi^ffasMtf  from  Kvnc-mtlon  ;o  ae«ernti(>n  li  enjoyed 

by  nOUl"  of    hi*    mn,L,-..li    .    ■ii,li...,t  .  ,    ,.i'i.r,I    ill,    X.-nflnuil      xih'nr.. 

thf    Iffc-al    li. 

ll-ll.'  liu   4.XI 

'»  III  mrn.  » 


hi  I  \' 


.•   to  Kr.itU  Oil  iirjvik'j,'!..  (u  (I 


rather  tlian  another."  Boswmx.  **Yoti  would 
not  solicit  employment,  Sir,  if  you  were  a 
lawyer  P**  Jounsom.  **  No,  Sir  ;  but  not  be- 
cause I  should  think  it  wrong,  but  because  I 
should  digdain  it."  This  wms  a  jrood  dii^tiuctioti, 
which  will  ha  felt  by  men  of  just  pride,  lie 
proceeded :  "  However,  I  would  not  hare  a 
lawyer  to  be  wanting  to  himself  in  ujsing  fair 
meauf.  I  would  have  him  to  injcsct^  a  little 
hint  now  and  then,  to  prevent  his  being  OYcr- 
looked," 

Lord  Mountatuart'*  bill  for  a  Scotch  militiA, 
in  supporting  which  hid  lordship  had  niude  an 
able  speech  ^  in  the  IIoiiAe  of  CommmiH,  wu 
now  a  pretty  general   topic  of  conversation, 
doiTMsoN,     '*  As  Scotland  contributtis  so  little 
land-tax  towurrhs  the  general  supptirt  of  the 
nation,  it  ought  not  to  1 1  '  '  i.itt 

of  the  general  fund,  unl  H 

for  thegcoenJ  intercAUiiu.    -  .....inw  -m<m>mj  IjO 

protected  from  an  invasion,  which  no  man  can 
think  will  happen;  for  what  enemy  would  in- 
vade Scotlaml,  where  there  is  nothing  to  be  got? 
No,  Sir  ;  now  that  the  Scotch  liave  not  the  pay 
of  English  soldiers  spent  among  ihem,  as  »u 
many  troops  are  sent  abroad,  they  tire  trving 
to  get  money  another  way,  by  hav  t  ia 

paid.     If  tbey  are  afraid,  and  scii  r«j 

to  have  an  armed  force  to  defend  iIkjiu,  lUey 
should  pay  for  it.     Your  echeme  h  to  retain  m 
part  of  your  land-tax,  by  making  us  p«ir  uid 
clothe  your  militia."    BoawEu..   *^Touftboald 
not  talk  of  ice  and  ^ou.  Sir ;  there  is  now  lui 
ttnion."    Johnson.    "Tliere  must  be  a  distinc*- 
tioo  of  interest,  while  the  pixyportions  of  land- 
tax  are  m  unequ.d.     If  1  urkshire  should  i»y, 
*  Instead  of  paying  our  land-tajt^  we  will  keep 
a  greater  numl^r  of  militia,'  it  would  lie  un* 
reaj»onabIe."      In  this  argument  my  friend  WM 
certainly  in  the  wrong.    The  land-t^ix  h  ok 
unequally  proportioned  between  diflerent  parts 
of  England,  as  between  England  an  '  1; 

nay,  it  is  considerably  une<mal  in  * 

self.     But  the  land-tax  is  but  a  .m  .f 

the  numerous  branches  of  public  i  ill 

of  which  Scotland  pays  preci^cl;.  ...  ....^...;jd 

doe^.  A  French  inviwion  made  in  Scotlim^ 
would  soon  penetrate  into  England. 

He  thus  discoursed  uiKin  fiupposed  obligatJtm 
in  settling  estates  :  '•  Where  a  man  E«ta  thv  u»* 
limited  property  of  an  estate,  there  15  no  obUga- 
tion  upon  hun  mjitxtice  to  leave  it  to  one  ucnoa 
rather  than  to  another.    There  is  a  mouve  of 


^ 


»  Mr,  WctldnrbuTH.   Mflctwardt    Lord    Chincrtlcir.   Uonl 
Louirhboroupefa,  imd  Rorl  o(  Houtira.  —  CroA««.. 

'  >hntouus«il.     Noileaft 

I  lit  fil>j«-f-(,   Arril  SK 


'%  Mitirrr.  iirtr  DurlAMi«qul,  wrr*'  wrt- 

(rn'iU  wriiers  on  pimcDr-Al  Uw,  In  all  countrlM,  have  bMnt 
iir4cUcBl  lnwyi'n.  —  L'tiuKiK, 
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preference  from  kindness^  and  this  kindness  is 

fencrally  entertained  for  the  nearest  relation, 
f  I  owe  a  particular  man  a  sum  of  money,  I 
am  obliged  to  let  that  man  haTC  the  next  money 
I  rret,  and  cannot  in  justice  let  another  have  it; 
but  if  I  owe  money  to  no  man,  I  may  dispose 
of  what  I  get  as  I  please.  There  is  not  a  d«- 
bitmn  justitue  to  a  man's  next  heir ;  there  b 
only  a  debitum  caritatix.  It  is  plain,  then,  that 
I  have  morally  a  choice  according  to  my  liking. 
If  I  have  a  brother  in  want,  he  has  a  claim 
from  affection  to  my  assistance ;  but  if  I  have 
also  a  brother  in  want^  whom  I  like  better,  he 
has  a  preferable  claim.  The  right  of  an  heir 
at  law  is  only  this,  that  he  b  to  have  the  suc- 
cession to  an  estate,  in  case  no  other  person  is 
appointed  to  it  by  the  owner.  His  right  is 
merely  preferable  to  that  of  the  king." 

We  got  into  a  boat  to  cross  over  to  Black- 
friars  ;  and  as  we  moved  along  the  Tliames,  I 
talkc<l  to  him  of  a  little  volume,  which,  al- 
together unknown  to  him,  was  advertised  to  be 
published  in  a  few  days,  under  the  title  of 
"  Johnsoniana,  or  Bon-mots  of  Dr.  Johnson." 
Johnson.  "Sir,  it  is  a  mighty  impudent 
thing."  '  BoswBLL.  "  Pray,  Sir,  could  you 
have  no  reilress  if  you  were  to  prosecute  a 
publisher  for  bringing  out,  under  your  name, 
what  you  never  said,  and  ascribing  to  you  dull 
stupid  nonsense,  or  making  you  swear  pro- 
fanely, :i3  many  ignorant  rclatcrs  of  your  hon- 
mols  do  't "  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir  ;  there  will 
always  be  some  truth  mixed  with  the  falsehood, 
and  how  can  it  be  ascertaintMl  how  much  is 
true  and  how  much  is  false?  Besides,  Sir, 
what  damages  would  a  jury  give  me  for  having 
iKM'n  represented  os  swearing  ?  "  Boswell. 
**  I  think.  Sir,  vou  should  at  least  disavow  such 
a  jMiblication,  Iieoause  the  world  and  jjosterity 
might  with  much  plausible  foundation  say, 
*  Here  is  a  volume  wiiich  was  publicly  adver- 
ti^Ml  and  came  out  in  Dr.  Johnson's  own  name, 
and,  by  his  silence,  was  admitted  by  him  to  be 
genuine.' "  Johnson.  "  I  shall  give  myself 
no  trouble  about  the  matter." 


>  Thi«  w.T<  a  rDntctnptthle  jctt.book,  full  of  Indocrncie^, 
and  with  vfry  littlr  of  Johiivm  in  It.—  Crokkh. 

^  Altlmuffh  Mr.  Lantttoti  was  a  man  of  ttrirt  veracitv,  I 
ni«poct.  from  thv  term  vttrthy  friend,  wlilch  Boswoll  giMu*- 
rally  Mpprotiriatei  to  Mr.  Lanu'ton.  as  well  as  tin-  niiinbcr  of 
auti:ri»ki.  thiit  hi;  »»«  here  incaiit.  Bo««<>ll  sot-nm  alway«  to 
mrntlon  I.iint;ton  witli  gn-at  regard,  and  yet  tin*  rrader  will 
obwYTP  thrft  \w  i«.  tlirtiughoiit  tho  whuic  wurk.  too  n>udy  to 
t«n  littlf  diKparaiilMK  storici  of  him.  —  Ckoklr. 

'  On  an'itncr  ocraninn  ho  said,  "  A  stury  U  a  ikpcrimrn  of 
human  mannrrs,  and  dcrivot  il»  «)!«'  value  from  its  truth. 
\%'li<>ii  Ffxitr  liai  told  inc  something.  1  ili«miti«  it  from  my 
miiid  likf  a  p.-ii«iiig  shatlow  ;  when  Ki'vnoUU  tdls  me  somo- 
Ihing:.  I  «vinsider  niynWr  as  pn.n»essed  of  an  idea  the  morp.'*  — 
Pnnzi.—  .K  gentleman  sitting  next  to  Johnson  at  a  tahl«; 
wberit  Ftxrtc  has  enrertninmg  the  romjiany  with  »oini«  ex.-tx- 
ftrratml  rirritaU.  vrhii'pered  his  neighbour,  "  Why,  Dr.  John- 
son, it  i«  im|Mis«ible  that  this  impudent  fellow  should  know 
th«-  trutli  of  hjlf  what  he  has  t«ild  iis,"  "  Nay.  sir."  repli(>d 
Johnson  hastily,  "  if  wc  Tenture  to  i-omo  into  eom|>.iny  with 
Fwite,  we  hato  no  right,  I  think,  to  lo<ik  for  truth."  —  Cra- 
4ack.  _  CaoKU. 

«  **  Oiw  reason,"  says  Mr*,  rioiii.  "  why  his  memory  was 
■o  partictilarly  exact,  might  be  derived  from  his  rigid  atten. 
tion  to  veracity  :  bi'ins  always  rctolvcfl  to  relate  every  fart 
u  It  atotKl,  he  looktNl  nven  on  the  smaller  parts  of  life  with 
minute  attcntiou.  and  remembered  such  p.-usages  as  excape 
cursory  «nd  commoa  observers.    His  veracity  was.  Indeed, 


He  was,  perhaps  above  suffering  from  such 
spurious  publications ;  but  I  could  not  help 
thinking,  that  many  men  would  be  much  in- 
jured in  their  reputation,  by  having  absurd 
and  vicious  sayings  imputed  to  them ;  and  that 
redress  ought  in  such  cases  to  be  given. 

He  said,  "  The  value  of  every  story  depends 
on  its  being  true.  A  story  is  a  picture  cither 
of  an  individual  or  of  human  nature  in  general : 
if  it  be  false,  it  is  a  picture  of  nothing.  For 
instance  :  suppose  a  man  should  tell  that  John, 
son,  before  setting  out  for  Italy,  as  he  had  to 
cross  the  Alps,  sat  down  to  make  himself  wings. 
This  many  people  would  believe ;  but  it  would 
be  a  picture  of  nothing.  ♦♦*♦*♦*  «  (naming  a 
worthy  friend  of  ours)  used  to  think  a  story,  a 
story,  till  I  showed  him  that  truth  was  essential 
to  it."  I  observed,  that  Foote  entertained  us 
with  stories  which  were  not  true;  but  that, 
indeed,  it  was  properly  not  as  narratives  that 
Footers  stories  pleased  us,  but  as  collections  of 
ludicrous  images.  Johkson.  **  Foote  b  quite 
impartial,  for  he  telU  lies  of  every  body."  ^ 

The  importance  of  strict  and  scrupulous 
veracity  cannot  be  too  often  inculcated.  John- 
son was  known  to  be  so  rigidly  attentive  to  it, 
that  even  in  his  common  conversation  the 
slightest  circumstance  waa  mentioned  with 
exact  precision."* 

The  knowledge  of  his  having  such  a  principle 
and  habit  ma<le  his  friends  have  a  perfect  re- 
liance on  the  truth  of  every  thing  that  he  told, 
however  it  might  have  been  doubted  if  told  by 
nimiy  others.  As  an  instance  of  this,  I  may  men- 
tion an  odd  incident  which  he  related  as  having 
happene<l  to  him  one  night  in  Fleet  Street. 
"  A  gentlewoman,"  said  he,  "  begge<l  I  would 
give  her  my  arm  to  assist  her  in  crossing  the 
street,  which  I  acconlingly  did ;  upon  which 
she  oifered  me  a  shilling,  su])i>osing  me  to  be 
the  watchman.  I  perceived  that  she  wa.s  some- 
what in  liquor."  This,  if  told  by  most  jwoiile, 
wouM  have  been  thought  an  invention  ;  when 
told  by  Johnson,  it  was  believed  by  his  friends 
as  much  as  if  they  had  seen  what  passed.* 


from  th«'  mo»t  trivial  to  the  most  Miletnn  occasions,  strict  even 
to  $ev4>rity  :  he  ^cornitt  to  eml)eUi»h  a  story  with  lirtitiuus 
clrrumstancea,  whirh  (hen«ed  to  »ay)  tiKik  ofT from  \U  real 
v.ilue.  "  A  story."  he  naid.  "  fchouid  Ijc  a  specimen  of  life 
and  manner*  ;  ttut  if  the  sumunuling  (-ircum!>t.inoes  are  faUr, 
as  it  i»  no  more  a  repre»vntatii>n  of  reality,  it  is  uo  longer 
worthy  our  attention."—  ('rokfr. 

*  Mi«>  Iteynolds  hays  that  she  wonders  why  Mr.  Bocwell 
hhor.ld  think  thin  anecdoti'  so  surprising,  for  Jolinknu's  dress 
w.-ui  Ml  mean  (until  his  p«-nsii)n)  that  he  might  have  Invu 
mistaken  for  a  l)e«gar.  Mrs,  Fiozii  t»-lls  of  another  street 
niiventiire.  As  he  w.is  walking  along  the  Strand,  a  genllemHU 
■l«P(ied  out  of  M)n)e  neighbouring  Uivern,  with  his  n.ipkin  in 
his  hand  and  no  hat.  and  stopping  him  as  civilly  a«  hemuld  : 
"  I  beg  your  punlon,  sir  ;  but  you  are  Dr.  Jnhnson,  I  brlieve.' 
"  Yes,  sir."  "  We  have  a  wager  depending  on  your  rei)|y  : 
pray,  sir,  1*  It  irrf'parahlf  or  irrfpiirablr  fh.it  <ine  shoiiitl 
•ay?"  ''The  tatt,  I  think,  sir.  answered  Dr.  Johnson,  for 
tiie  ailverb  [ailjeclive]  ought  ti>  follow  the  verb;  but  jouh.nl 
b>>'ter  consult  my  Dictionary  than  mo,  for  that  wan  the  result 
of  more  thought  than  you  will  now  give  me  lime  for."  "  No, 
no,"  replied  the  genth-mau,  Kaily.  "  the  AouA  I  have  no  cer- 
tainty at  all  of;  but  here  Is  the  author,  t«>  whom  1  referretl : 
I  have  won  my  twenty  guineas  ouite  fairly,  and  am  much 
obliged  to  you,  sir;"  so  shaking  Dr.  Jnhnstm  kindly  by  the 
hand,  he  went  imck  to  flnlih  his  dinner  nr  dessert."  —  An,-e- 


ttohs.    The  Dictionary  gives, 
slon.  —  CtoKM. 


rightly,  a  contrary  derl- 


480 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OP  JOUNtJON. 


177$. 


Wc  landed  at  the  Temple  Stairu,  where  we 
nnrtfid.  I  found  him  in  the  evening  in  Mrs. 
Williiims's  rooiiL  We  talked  of  religiougt  orders. 
He  saiii,  ^*  It  is  ntn  unreasonable  for  a  man  to 
1^0  into  a  Ctirthiisian  ronvunt  for  fear  of  being 
immorut,  as  for  a  mnn  to  rut.  oft'  bis  bands  for 
fear  he  shouKl  5letil.  There  is,  inileed,  great 
reaolutiou  in  the  immediate  net  of  dijsmember- 
ing  himself;  but  when  that  h  once  d«»ne,  be 
has  no  longer  any  merit ;  for  though  it  h  out  of 
his  power  to  ptcal,  ytt  he  may  all  his  life  be  a 
thief  in  bis  heart.  So  when  a  infiu  baa  ooee 
l>ei-ome  a  Carihuitian,  he  is  obli<,'ed  to  continue 
so,  whether  be  cjjoosei*  it  or  not,  TbeLr  silent-e, 
too,  is  absurd.  We  read  in  the  Gospel  of  the 
apostles  being  sent  to  preach,  but  not  to  hold 
their  tongues.  All  severity  that  does  not  tend 
to  increase  good,  or  prevent  evil,  is  idle.  I  said 
to  the  Lady  Abbess  of  a  covent,  '  Ihladam,  you 
are  here,  not  for  the  love  of  virtue,  but  the 
fear  of  vice,*  She  said,  '  She  should  remember 
thia  as  long  a3  she  lived.'  '*  1  thought  it  bai-d 
to  give  her  this  view  of  her  situation,  when 
she  couM  not  help  it ;  and  indeed,  I  wondered 
at  the  whole  of  what  he  now  said ;  because, 
both  in  his  "  Rambler  **  and  "  Idler/*  he  treats 
reIi«;:ious  austerities  with  much  solemnity  of 
respect. 

Finding  him  still  persevering  in  \m  absti- 
nence from  wine,  I  ventured  to  speak  to  him 
of  it.  Johnson.  **  Sir*  I  have  no  objection 
to  a  man's  drinking  wine,  if  be  win  do  it  in 
moderation.  I  found  myself  apt  to  f^o  to 
e.\ccss  in  it,  and  therefore,  after  having  been  for 
some  time  without  it,  on  account  ot'  illncii^  I 
thought  it  better  not  to  return  to  it.  Every 
man  is  to  judge  for  himself,  according  to  the 
elfects  which  he  exj»erietK'es.  One  of  the 
father!^  tella  u<t,  he  found  fatiting  made  him  so 
peevish  that  he  did  not  practise  it." 

Thfuigh  he  ollen  enlarged  upon  the  evil  of 
intoxication,  he  was  by  no  means  harsh  and 
unforgiving  to  tho*e  who  indulged  in  oecasioutd 
excess  in  wine.  One  of  his  triends  \  1  well 
remeuiber,  came  to  3Up  at  a  tavern  with  him 
and  soiue  other  gentleuien,  an<l  tof)  plainly  dlr^- 
covered  that  he  hiul  drunk  too  much  at  dinner. 
Wlicn  one  whi»  loved  mischief,  thinking  to 
produce  a  severe  censure,  asked  Johnson,   a 


I  FrolwMy  Mr.  iJojwctl  Hi  Im  irl  f,  wlifl  Opulently  coin  milted 
tliPko  liKlitorrtlont.     Harpitali  M'irr.   de»«.rib1ii>i  A  diiint-r  In 

1;hI    .It  Ur .-.l.iiil.'T '.    wUit.-  f\,i'ri-  w,  f  liti.-'.fur  r.. inland 

I  ,   Ac, 

camci 

.!  nd- 

u-T  whii'ti  Jf'_-w  iTOm  rill-  ,i^)Klr^l  n-tiulsts 

wfill  not  readily  forglvr  mr."'    (iWrw*.  i. 

wrtT,  hirlpr^,  Ion  much  the  fmliton  In 

»liown   St  i^ron-lng 


few  davF  afterwards,  **Well,  Sir,  what  did 
your  Irioud  say  ttt  you*  as  an  apology  for  being 
m  8uch  a  Httuntioii  ? '*  Johnson  answered^ 
"  Sir,  he  said  all  Uiat  a  mau  Jthmtid  say  :  he 
sail  I  he  w)is  sorry  for  itv'* 

I  heard  biju  once  give  a  very  judietous  prac- 
tical advi(<e  upon  the  subiect :  "  A  man  who 
h:is  been  drinking  wine  at  all  freely  should  never 
go  into  a  new  compuny.  With  those  who  have 
partaken  of  wine  with  him,  he  may  bo  pretty 
well  in  unison ;  but  he  will  prohj»bly  be 
offensive,  or  appear  ridiculous,  to  other 
people. 

He  allowed  very  great  influence  to  ediicii- 
tion.  "  I  do  not  deny,  Sir,  but  there  is  ttwne 
original  difl'erence  in  mintls  ;  but  it  h  nothing 
in  rompurisfin  of  what  ia  formed  by  educadono 
We  may  in»t.ance  the  science  of  nuvJxrrar^ 
which  all  minds  are  equally  capable  of  attain- 
ing ^  ;  yet  we  find  a  prodigious  d^i- fn 

the  powers  of  different  men,  in  tJ'  f, 

after  they  are  grown  up,  because  tl.  .  :..„;;U 
have  Iseen  more  or  less  exercised  in  it ;  and  1 
think  the  same  cause  will  explain  the  diflcn^nce 
of  ejtcellence  in  otier  thing.s,  gradation*  a4« 
raitting  always  some  dilFerence  in  thu  iirsfc 
principles." 

This  is  a  difiicuh  subject ;  but  it  is  b<ist  to 
hope  that  diligence  may  do  a  great  dcAl.  We 
are  sure  of  what  it  cait  do.  in  incre^iaing  oax 
mechanical  for::e  and  dexterity. 

I  again  visited  him  on  Monday.  Ho  took 
occasion  to  enlarge^  a.*  he  often  did,  upon  tbft 
wretchedness  of  a  ae^-life.  "  A  sbip  in  worse 
than  a  gaol.  There  is,  in  a  eaol.  brti, 
better  company,  better  con^ 
kind;  and  a  ^hip  has  the  uddii        i  i- 

tage  of  being  in  danger.  V\  hen  men  comv  tw 
like  a  se»-life,  they  are  not  tit  to  live  on  land.** 
" Then,*'  said  I,  "it  would  be  cniel  in  a  father 
to  breed  his  scm  to  the  sea.'*  Jouksoi*.  **  It 
would  be  cruel  in  a  father  who  think.-^  .-ls  I  da. 
Men  go  to  sef^  before  tliey  know  the  uuha|>- 
piness  of  that  way  of  life;'ftiui  whei  ■'  '  • 
come  to  know  it,  tliey  cannot  e$i  , 

because  it  is  then  t(»o  late  t<»  <  1 - 
profcs.sion  ;  as  indeed  is  gener. 
men,  when  they   have  onee       ^-  _ 

particular  way  of  life,^ 


nr, 


flawed  li  fencrallr  Iriif,  hut  aim  to  tikr  thf  ofi 
doHt^  ju*Mrr»n  TkJr,  ItidJrr,  cniiccrtiltifr  whotn 
Utii<.>a,  Aiiii  ifhu  U  now  itn  nnliieiii  citU  iiitftttptir 
IMS. 
>  Srv  ant^,  p.  MV..  hit  dldlki*  of  i  imi  life. 

*dd«,lil»t   "  ll«*'    t<--iif:hlir...    of  th.'   l.ini.;inf'    u-' 
dUguitrd    I 

Ulllli 

Tl.. 


|<'>rtiiiilt'f  I 
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CHAPTER  Lin. 
1776. 

Ejtevrtitm  to  Oxford  mth  BtnufttK  —  OmamtnUd 
ArcAUvctur*,  —  Statuary.  —  JJrUt  to  ffypoehoH' 
drmt*. '—' ^*  Anntomy  af  Mttanchidif.**  •'—  Dr. 
IffthrrtH  —  Dr.  Atlunui.  —  ContftTMtiiiun.  — 
HUhop  Hornr,  —  fVniiont  "  Lim*"  —  Butgrapfty. 
—  Ditrtintuf.  —  Gibdon,  —  Stnie,  —  •♦  IVutram 
SAanJy/*  —  Dttrkt,  —  DUnheim,  —  7'rtrer*iji  ami 
fitnt,  —  Dyer'i  *'  flfccf,** —  CtWHtjer"*  •*  Sugar 
Cane, "  —  Birmingham.  —  Lttfitimntimt,  —  Mnr' 
fin^t,  —  QvtkerM,  —  IhJiduy$^  —  NeUott'$  **  Ftt* 
tirali," — Afr.  Boutton. —  Lichjictd  and  iU  In- 
hahitants. 

On  Tiieaday,  1 9th  March',  which  tsas  fixe<l  for 
our  proposed  jjiunt,  we.met  in  die  morning  iit 
the  homen-et  Coffee-house  in  thcr  Strand,  where 
wc  were  taken  no  by  the  Oxford  coach,  lie 
w«j*  accompanied  by  Air.  Gwyn,  the  architect ; 
Hnd  >t  gentfeman  of  Merton  college,  whom  he 
ilid  not  know^  hud  the  fourth  seat.  Wc  »oou 
!iou  ;  for  it  wa*  very  reraark- 
m  i  .at  the  presence  of  a  strangor 

i  iiu  jiMiajui  u|)OU  his  talk.  I  observed 
(iarrick,  who  wa»  alwtut  to  guit  the  stage, 
uld  NMin  have  an  easier  life,  Johnson. 
**  I  d«-mbt  that,  Sir."  Boswell,  '■'■  Why,  Sir, 
hi;  will  l)c  Atlaa  witli  the  burthen  off  his  back/' 
Jo(t?i»oii.  "  But  I  know  not.  Sir,  if  he  will  be 
no  Pkti'ailv  witliout  hid  load.  However,  he  ghould 
nevirr  play  any  more,  but  be  entirely  the  geu- 
tlenmn,  antl  nat  pju-tly  the  player :  he  slioultl 
IM»  longer  subject  him.self  to  be  hissed  by  a 
mob,  or  to  l>e  iusulently  treated  by  performers, 
'  ;  I  rule  with  a  high  hand,  and 
retaliate."  BoswiiU..  *'  1 
n   Mil   1      ,  I  tv  fin-'"  M  year  for  the  benefit 


of  decayed  !i 

b- 


to  iU  utihty. 


f    ■      :     ii  !i      !)eL"n  saitl  he  means 
I  Sir  I  be  will  soon 

ipprobation  of  or- 

<  luteeture,   such    as    magnificent 

[tf»rting   a  portico,  or   expeni^ive 

ng  merely  their  own  caj/itala, 

1  flies  InVfOur  disproportionntc 

1  or  till   -iri)*'  reason  he  saJirised 

Paint  Ml.  lid    he,   "conituuies 


lalmur  not  disproportionate  to  its  effect ;  but  a 
fellow  will  hack  half  a  year  at  a  bloci:  of 
ninrblc  to  make  something  m  ^tone  that  hardly 
rcseinblci  a  man.  The  value  of  statusiry  is 
owing  to  its  dilliculty.  You  would  nut  vubi*' 
the  finest  hend  cut  upon  a  carrot."  Here  he 
jeerned  Uj  me  to  l>e  «trun^*Iy  deficient  in 
tiwte';  for  su.rely  statuary  13  a  noble  art  of 
imitation,  and  preserves  a  wonderful  cxpre_«3ion 
of  tlie  varieties  of  the  human  frame;  and 
although  it  must  be  allowe<l  that  the  circuni' 
stances  of  diificulty  enhance  the  value  of  a 
murble  head,  we  should  consider,  that  if  it 
requires  a  long  time  in  the  perfonnancCi  it  has 
a  proportionate  value  iu  durability. 

Gwyn  was*  a  fine  lively  rattling  fellow.  Dr* 
JohiJHon  kept  hhu  in  sjubjeotion,  but  with  a 
kindly  authority.  The  j.oirit  of  the  artisl, 
however,  rose  affainst  what  he  thought  a  Gothic 
attack,  and  he  maile  a  brisk  defence.  "  Whjit, 
Sir,  you  will  allow  no  value  to  lx«auty  in  archi- 
tecture or  in  dlatuuryy  Why  i>hould  wc  allow 
it  then  in  writing  Y  Why  do  you  take  the 
trouble  to  give  us  so  many  jSne  allusions,  Rnd 
bright  images,  and  elegant  phrases  Y  You 
might  convey  all  your  in»trticti«m  without 
these  ornaments."  Johnson  smiled  with  com- 
placency; but  said,  "Why,  Sir,  nil  tliei»e  orna- 
ments arc  useful,  because  they  olitntn  an  easier 
reception  for  truth ;  but  a  building  la  not  At 
all  more  convenient  for  being  dccroratcd  with 
superfluous  carved  work,*' 

Gwyn  at  last  was  lucky  enough  to  make 
one  reply  to  Dr,  Johnson,  which  he  allowed 
to  he  excellent.  Johnson  censured  hini  for 
taking  down  a  church  which  might  have  »to<id 
many  years,  and  bulldjtig  a  new  one  at  n  dif- 
ferent place,  for  no  other  reai^on  but  that  there 
might  l>e  a  direct  road  to  n  new  bridge  ;  and 
his  expression  wa«,  *'  You  are  taking  a  chun  h 
out  of  the  way,  that  the  people  nmy  go  in  ti 
straight  line  to  the  brifigc, '  *■  No,  Sir,"  mt*\ 
(iwyn,  "1  am  pulthig  the  church  in  the  way. 
that  the  people  niay  not  go  out  of  the  ir«y.' 
JoiiKBOPi  (with  a  hearty  louil  laugh  of  aj»pr«- 
batiou).  '*.Speok  no  more.  Rest  your  col- 
loquial fame  upon  this.*' 

Upon  our  jirrivjd  at  Oxford,  Dr.  Johnson  and 
1  went  directly  to  University  College^  but  were 
disappointed  on  hudiri^  that  <nke  ol  the  fcllow?s 
Wis  tricud  Mr,  Sc(»tt,  [p.  'J68.]  who  accompaniixl 


■ppHttn  (rom  Kunuli  Mor***  lettcn,  that  Bt}iw»ll,  iUmI     ror<lUlltT  and  ti^ltti  lni»rcourt«b«tv*M«  Jolit&ioa  wu4  G«r< 


>ti  do**  n(A  tcfnii  lo  har*  ubJecK^l  tu  oniA- 


lu  iiMd.  Uum  Lhr5.t  k-Ut'r*.  liidt  Vhisn  mux  mun*  ol      liL-'TUve  lallui 
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hira  from  Newcastle  to  Edinburgh,  was  gone 
lo  tbt;  country.  We  put  up  at  the  An^el  inn, 
ftud  ptuised  the  evening  hj  ouraclve*  in  easy 
and  liimiliar  conversation.  Talking  of  consti- 
tutional mehmcholy,  he  observed,  —  "A  mail 
so  itlUicted,  J>ir,  must  divert  distressing  thoughts, 
and  not  combat  with  them. "  Boswbll. 
"  May  not  ho  think  them  down,  Sir  ?  "  Joun- 
80N,  '•  N*s  Sir.  To  atterunt  to  think  thevi 
down  13  miuhiess.  lie  slioiild  Imve  u  lamp 
constuntly  burning  in  his  bed-rliamber  riuring 
the  night,  and  if  wakefiilly  disturbed,  lake  a 
book,  and  read,  and  conijxjTie  himself  to  rest. 
To  havti  the  management  ol'  the  mind  ii  a 
great  urt^  and  it  may  be  attained  in  a  eomsider- 
ftble  dcOTce  by  experience  and  habitual  exer- 
cise." BoswBLL.  "  Should  not  lie  provide 
amusement  fur  himselt*?  Would  it  not,  for 
i«*»t:inee,  be  right  for  him  lo  lake  a  course  of 
chemistry  Y "  Johkbon.  *^*  Let  him  take  a 
course  of  chemistry,  or  a  coarse  of  rope- 
dancing,  or  ft  course  of  any  thing  t^  which  he 
ia  inclined  at  the  time.  Let  him  contrive  to 
have  us  many  retreats  for  his  mind  tis  he  cjin, 
a»  many  things  to  which  it  can  lly  from  it^eli*. 
Burton  s  '  Anatomy  of  Mehmcholy  *  is  a 
valuable  work.  It  is,  perhaps,  overloaded  with 
quotation.  But  there  b  a  great  spirit  »nd 
great  power  in  what  Burton  says,  when  he 
writes  from  his  own  mind." 

Next  morning  [Wednesday,  Jilarch  20.]  wc 
visited  Dr.  Wetherell,  master  of  University 
College,  with  whom  Dr.  Johnson  conferred  on 
the  mot^t  tt<lvanlageou5  minle  of  disposiuj;  of 
the  books  printed  at  the  Clarendon  press,  on 
which  subject  hie  letter  hiie  been  inserted  in  b 
former  page,  I  often  had  occasion  to  remark, 
Johnson  loved  buiisincs.s,  loved  to  have  hh 
wisdom  actually  operate  on  real  life.  Dr. 
Wetherell  and  1  talked  of  him  without  reserve 
in  his  own  presence.  Wetilkeell.  '*  I  would 
have  given  him  a  hundred  ^linoas  if  he  would 
have  writtHen  a  [►rcfice  to  his  *  Political  TracUi,' 
by  way  of  a  discourse  on  tlie  British  conftitu- 
tion/*  Boswfiix.  "  Dr.  Johnson,  though  in 
his  writings,  and  upon  all  occaiiions,  a  grait 
friend  to  the  conj^titution,  both  in  church  and 
Btatc,  hao  never  written  expressly  in  support 
of  either.  There  is  really  a  claim  upon  hira 
for  both.  I  am  sure  he  could  give  a  volume 
of  no  great  bulk  upon  each,  which  would  com- 
prbe  all  the  substance,  and  with  his  spirit 
would  etfectually  maintain  them.  He  should 
erect  a  fort  on  the  confines  of  each."  I  could 
perceive  that  he  was  displeased  with  tliis  dia- 
logue. He  burst  out,  "^Vhy  should  I  be  always 
writing?  "  I  hoped  he  was  con^icious  that  the 
debt  waa  just,  and  meant  to  dijjcharge  it, 
though  he  disliked  being  dunned. 

We  then  went  to  Pembroke  College,  and 
waited  on  hb  old  friend  Dr.  Adams,  the  master 
of  it,  whom  I  found  to  be  a  most  polite, 
pleasing,  comuiunicntive  man.  Before  his  ad- 
vancement to  the  headfihip  of  hh  college,  1  hud 
intended  lo  go  and  visit  him  ot  Shrewsbury, 


where  he  was  rector  of  St.  Chttd*^,  In  order  to 
get  from  him  what  particuhim  lie  could  recol- 
lect of  Johiwon''8  ycademicfll  life.  He  now 
obligingly  gave  me  part  of  that  authentic  in- 
formation, which,  with  what  1  alterwards  owed 
to  his  kindness,  will  he  found  incorporale<l  la 
lu  proper  place  in  thia  work. 

Dr.  Adams  hud  dietinguished  himself  by  an 
able  Answer  •  to  David  Hume's  **  Essay  on 
Miracles."  He  told  me  he  had  once  dined  in 
comuany  with  Hume  in  London:  that  Hume 
shook  hands  with  him,  and  said,  "  You  have 
treated  me  much  better  than  I  deserve ; "  and 
that  they  exchanged  visits.  I  took  the  libertr  lo 
object  to  treating  on  infidel  writer  with  smooth 
civility.  Where  there  is  a  controversy  concern- 
ing a  passage  in  a  closiiic  author,  or  concerning 
a  question  in  antiquities,  or  any  other  subject 
in  which  human  happiness  is  not  decjdy  in- 
terested, a  man  may  treat  his  antagonist  with 
politeness  and  even  rcspi?ct.  But  wheri«  the 
controversy  ia  concerning  the  truth  of  religion, 
it  is  of  sucL  vu-st  importuncc  to  him  who  mnin* 
tains  it,  to  obtain  tlie  victory,  that  the  person 
of  an  opponent  ought  not  to  be  spared.  If  a 
man  firnily  believes  that  religion  is  on  invalu- 
able treai?ure,  he  will  ooiutder  a  writer  who 
endeavours  to  deprive  mankind  of  it  as  a 
robber ;  he  will  look  upon  him  as  odiaUM^ 
though  the  infidel  might  think  himself  in  tbci 
right.  A  robber  who  reasons  as  the  gang  do 
in  the  '*  Beggar's  Opera,"  who  call  tliemselvef) 
practical  philosophers,  and  may  have  as  much 
ainceritv  a*  pernicious  ftpt-cylnHve  philosopher*, 
is  not  tlbe  less  an  object  of  just  indignation. 
An  abandoned  proiligate  majir  think  that  it  a 
not  wrong  to  debauch  my  wife;  but  Miall  1, 
therefore,  not  detest  him?  And  if  1  catch 
him  in  making  an  attempt,  shall  1  treat  him 
with  fjolitt^ness?  No,  1  will  kick  him  down 
.«tairs,  or  run  him  through  the  body  ;  ihiM  is, 
if  I  really  love  my  wife,  or  have  a  true  rational 
notion  of  honour.  An  in&lel  then  bbould  not 
be  treated  handsomely  by  a  Christian,  merely 
because  he  endeavours  in  rob  with  ingcnuitr. 
I  do  declare,  however,  that  I  am  cxi'-  '■-  '^' 
unwilling  to  be  provoked  to  anger;  ir 
1  be  persuaded  that  truth  would  mi  .,„., 
from  a  cool  moderation  in  its  defendcn,  1 
should  wish  to  preserve  good  humour,  «i  lc««t, 
in  every  controversy ;  nor,  indeeil.  do  I  fcee 
why  a  man  should  lose  his  temper  whiln  he 
does  all  be  can  to  refute  an  opponent  I  think 
ridicule  may  be  fairly  used  affainftt  an  infjdf  1  r 
for  instance,  ii*  he  be  an  ugly  fr" 
absurdly  vain  of  his  person,  wu  i 
his  appearance  with  Cicero's  bt 
of  Virtue,  could  she  be  seen,  J 
cided  with  me,  and  said,  "  When 
tjirily  engiiges  in  an  important  c 
is  to  do  all  he  can  to  lessen  hu  .  -„.^  .;.i,t, 
becikiise  authority  from  pereonal  rvctpect  iuu 

*  Ttilt  trcct  «}»pcAr«<l  la  IT&a.  and  «rM  rvpobltelMd  la  MH, 
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much  weight  with  most  people,  and  often  more 
than  reasoning.  If  my  antagonist  writes  bad 
language,  though  that  may  not  be  essential  to 
the  question,  I  will  attack  him  for  his  bad  lan- 
guage." Adams.  "You  would  not  jostle  a 
chimney-sweeper.**  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir,  if 
it  were  necesi^ry  to  jostle  him  doum.^ 

Dr.  Adams  told  us,  that  in  some  of  the  col- 
leges at  Oxford,  the  fellows  had  excluded  the 
students  from  social  intercourse  with  them  in 
the  common  room.  Johnson.  "  They  are  in 
the  right,  Sir :  there  can  be  no  real  conversa- 
tion, no  fair  exertion  of  mind  amongst  them,  if 
the  young  men  are  by :  for  a  man  who  has  a 
character  does  not  choose  to  stake  it  in  their 
presence.*'  Boswbll.  "  But,  Sir,  may  there 
not  be  very  good  conversation  without  a  con- 
test for  superiority?**  Johnson.  "No  ani- 
mated conversation,  Sir ;  for  it  cannot  be  but 
one  or  other  will  come  off  superior.  I  do  not 
mean  that  the  victor  must  have  the  better  of 
the  argument,  for  he  may  take  the  weak  side ; 
but  his  superiority  of  parts  and  knowledge  will 
necessarily  appear ;  and  he  to  whom  he  thus 
shows  himself  superior  is  lessened  in  the  eyes 
of  the  young  men.  You  know  it  was  said, 
*  MaUem  cum  Scaligero  errare  quant  cum  Clavio 
recte  tapere*  In  uie  same  manner  take  Bent- 
ley's  and  Jason  de  Nores ' '  Comments  upon 
riorace,  you  will  admire  Bcntley  more  wnen 
wrong,  than  Jason  when  right.** 

We  walked  with  Dr.  Adams  into  the  master*s 
ffarden,  and  into  the  common  room.  Johnson 
(after  a  reverie  of  meditation).  "  Ay !  here  I 
used  to  play  at  draughts  with  Phil.  Jones  and 
Fiudyer.'i  Jones  loved  beer,  and  did  not  get 
very  forward  in  the  church.  Fludyer  turned 
out  a  scoundrel^  a  whig,  and  said  he  was 
ashamed  of  having  been  bred  at  Oxford.  He 
had  a  living  at  Putney ;  and  got  under  the  eye 
of  some  retainers  to  the  court  at  that  time,  and 
so  became  a  violent  whig ;  but  he  had  been  a 
scoundrel  all  along,  to  be  sure.'*  Boswbll. 
"  Was  he  a  scoundrel,  Sir,  in  any  other  way 
than  that  of  being  a  political  scoundrel  ?  Did 
he  cheat  at  draughts  ?  "  Johnson.  "  Sir,  we 
never  played  for  money'' 

He  then  earned  me  to  visit  Dr.  Bentham, 


'  A  learned  Cjrpriot,  who,  when  the  Turki  took  Cn>rut  in 
lf70.  retired  into  Italy,  where  be  published  tereral  Italian 
and  Latin  worki :  amonit  the  latter  wai  a  *'  Cknnmentary  on 
Horace's  Art  of  Poetry."  —  CaoKBR. 

*  Plmd^er  entered  within  a  month  of  Johnson's  entrance. 
JoDM  muat  bare  been  about  a  rear  their  senior,  bavins 
M. A.  March.  1784 —  HaU.  —  CaoKia. 


s  Seevosf.  March  87.  inS.n.  —  C. 
«  Dr.Fisb< 


'isber  told  mc,  in  tbeconTersation  before  mentioned, 
ijtmti,  p.  4M.  n.  5.).  that  there  were  present  at  this  dinner. 
Dr.  Wetberell,  Johnson,  Boswell.  Coulson.  Scott,  Gwjm, 
Dr.  Chandler  the  traveller,  and  Fisher  himself,  then  a  joung 
Mlow  of  tbe  College.  He  recollects  one  passage  of  the  con- 
vcraatloa  at  dinner.  Boswell  quoted  duem  DeuM  tw/r  perdere^ 
4muntat.  and  asked  where  it  was.    A  pause.    At  last 


prtmM 
Dr.C 


Chandler  said,  in  Horace.  Another  muise.  Then  Fisher 
fwmvked  that  be  knew  of  no  metre  In  Horace  to  which  the 
vorda  could  be  reduced:  and  Johnson  said  dictatoriallr, 
**  The  foong  man  Is  right"  —  See  poU,  Blarch  SO.  17K3.  At 
aitoUMr  eoQTeriation,  during,  as  Dr.  Fisher  thought,  this 
vMt  to  Oxford,  there  happened  to  be  present  a  Mr.  Mor- 
ttaMT,  atballow,  under-bred  man,  who  had   no  sense  of 


canon  of  Christ  Church,  and  divinity  professor, 
with  whose  learned  and  lively  conversation  we 
were  much  pleased.  He  gave  us  an  invitation 
to  dinner,  which  Dr.  Johnson  told  me  was  a 
hiffh  honour.  "  Sir,  it  is  a  great  thing  to  dine 
with  the  canons  of  Christ  Churth.*'  We 
could  not  accept  his  invitation,  as  we  were  en- 
gaged to  dine  at  University  College.  We  had 
an  excellent  dinner  there,  with  the  masters 
and  fellows,  it  b«ing  St.  Cuthbert's  day,  which 
is  kept  by  them  as  a  festival,  as  he  was  a  saint 
of  Durham,  with  which  this  college  is  much 
connected.* 

We  drank  tea  with  Dr.  Home,  late  Presi- 
dent of  Magdalen  College  and  Bishop  of  Nor- 
wich, of  whose  abilities  in  different  respects 
the  public  has  had  eminent  proofs,  and  the 
esteem  annexed  to  whose  character  was  in- 
creased by  knowing  him  personally.  He  had 
talked  of  publishing  an  edition  of  Walton*s 
Lives,  but  had  laid  aside  that  design,  upon 
Dr.  Johnson*s  telling  him,  from  mistake,  that 
Lord  Hailes  intended  to  do  it.  I  had  wished 
to  negotiate  between  Lord  Hailes  and  him, 
that  one  or  other  should  perform  so  good  a 
work.  Johnson.  "  In  order  to  do  it  well,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  qpllect  all  the  editions  of 
Walton*s  Lives.  By  way  of  adapting  the 
book  to  the  taste  of  the  present  a^e,  t-ney  liave, 
in  a  late  edition,  left  out  a  vision  which  he 
relates  Dr.  Donne  had,  but  it  should  be  re- 
stored'; and  there  should  be  a  critical  cata- 
logue given  of  the  works  of  the  different  per- 
sons whose  lives  were  written  by  Walton,  and 
therefore  their  works  must  be  carefully  read 
by  the  editor.** 

We  then  went  to  Trinity  Collie,  where  he 
introduced  me  to  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  with 
whom  we  passed  a  part  of  the  evening.  We 
talked  of  biography.  Johnson.  "  It  is  rarely 
well  executed.  lAiey  only  who  live  with  a 
man  can  write  his  life  with  any  genuine  ex- 
actness and  discrimination;  and  few  people 
who  have  lived  with  a  man  know  what  to 
remark  about  him.  The  chaplain  of  a  late 
bishop  ^,  whom  I  was  to  assist  m  writing  some 
memoirs  of  his  lordship,  could  tell  me  scarcely 
any  thing.*' ' 


Johnson's  superiority,  and  talked  away  a  great  deal  of 
flippant  nonsense:  at  last  he  flatly  contradicted  some 
assertion  which  Johnson  had  pronounced  to  tie  as  dear  as 
that  two  and  two  make  four.  *'  1  deny  it,"  replied  the  other 
vehemently,  "  1  utterly  deny  it."  "  Sir,"  said  Johnson. 
**  if  you  deny  thai,  I  can  only  say  that  piua  m  und  kord 
negwit  tmns  atintu,  quam  centwn  pkilosophi  m  centum 
annit  probawrimt."  I  suspect,  however,  that  this  scene 
occurred  at  one  of  Johnson's  later  visits.  —  CaoKia,  IH4C. 
»  Tbe  vision  which  Johnson  speaks  of  was  not  in  the  ori- 

final  publication  of  Walton's  "  Life  of  Dr.  Donne."  in  1640. 
t  is  not  found  in  the  three  earliest  editions  ;  but  was  first 
introduced  into  the  fourth,  in  1765.  1  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  what  modem  republication  is  alluded  to  In  which  it 
was  omitted.    It  has  very  properly  been  restored  by  Dr. 

Zouch J.  Bos  WELL,  Jun. 

*  The  Bishop  was  Zachary  Pearce,  and  the  Chaplain,  Mr. 
Derby.    See  poat,  sub  May,  1777.  —  CaoKUt. 

7  It  has  been  mi'ntioncd  to  me  by  an  accurate  Rnglish 

friend,  that  Dr.  Johnson  could  never  have  used  tb«  phrase 

abmut  nothing,  as  not  being  English ;  and  therefore  1  have  put 

another  in  iu  place.    At  the  same  time,  I  am  not  quite  cun- 
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T  sttid,  Mr.  Robert  Dodsle/s  life  should  be 
written,  as  he  bud  been  so  much  connected 
with  the  wits  of  hia  time,  and  by  Kis  literary 
merit  liiid  raised  himself  from  the  station  of  a 
fiwitinun,  jMr.  Warton  said,  he  haxJ  published 
ft  little  volume  under  tlie  title  of  "  xhe  Muaie 
in  Livery/*  Jouxson.  *'■  I  doubt  whether 
Uo<lslev'9  brtfther '  would  thank  u  man  who 
should  write  his  life  ;  yet  Dfxlti'lev  himself  wiis 
not  unwillinj^:  that  hia  orijrinuJ  low  condition 
shouhl  be  recollecteii  When  Lord  Lyttel* 
tonV  '  Diftloy^uea  of  the  Dead'  ciune  out,  one 
of  which  ii  between  Apieius,  an  uncient  epi- 
cure, rtiid  Dartineuf  *,  a  modern  epicure,  Dods- 
If^y  9!iid  t(»  me,  '  1  knew  Dartinetif  well,  for  f 
wiis  nncc  his  footman.'  " 

Binjrniphy  led  us  t«  f<]»e!ik  of  Dr.  John 
CiUiipbcH,  who  had  written  :i  considerable  port 
of  the  **  Biographia  Bn'tiinnicti.'*  Johneonj 
thoug^h  be  valued  him  highly,  ivas  of  opinion 
thnl  there  wita  not  so  much  in  his  great  work, 
♦'  A  Politicrtl  Surrey  of  Great  Britain*"  as  the 
world  hud  been  taught  to  ejtpect*;  and  had 
said  to  me  that  he  believed  Camplieirs  disap- 
piinfmcnt  on  account  of  the  bad  success  of 
that  work  hod  killed  htm-  He  this  evenin"; 
observed  of  it,  "  That  work  was  bis  death.  * 
Mr.  Warton,  not  advertinjr  to  his  meaulnn^, 
arjswcrcd^  "  t  believe  so,  from  the  great  atten- 
tion he  bestowed  on  it/*  Jom«»ON.  **  Nuy, 
Sir,  he  died  of  mtntof  attention,  if  be  died  at 
all  b^  that  book." 

We  tttlkwl  of  a  work  much  in  vogue  at  that 
iime^  written  in  a  very  meltitluous  style,  but 
which,  under  pretext  of  another  subject,  con- 
tained much  artful  infidelity.  I  said  it  was 
imt  i'air  to  attack  us  unexpectedly,-  he  should 
have  warned  ua  of  our  danger,  before  we 
entered  bis  garden  of  flowery  eloquence,  by 
advertlfiin^,  "•  Sprincf-oiins  and  men-traps  set 
here/*  The  author  had  been  an  Oxonian,  and 
was  remembered  there  for  having  **  turned 
Papist."  I  observed,  that  as  he  had  changed 
eeveral  times — fVom  the  church  of  England 


Tlnccd  tl  if  not  rood  KnglUh.  for  (h^  bett  wrltpn  usp  tlili 
phraMT,  "  httir  or  nt^tMnf"  i.  p.  nlmnit  to  Uttle  ai  U>  be 
lirtthilitit.  —  notwcLL.  Mr.  D««wul]'«  rrli^d  cu furely hjrp«r« 
crlttcaJ.  —  L'AriKcn, 

I  Junta  U»d«k-y,  many  year*  a  bonkkpH<»r  In  Pall  M*U. 
Her  iltatj  m  Frb.  1797.  ntfw\  74.  aud  wa*  buried  in  the  church 
of  M  Jattu'i'.  FlccMrUlly.  wbcrc  ihcrv  li  a  tablet  erecU-d  lo 
hit  |(H  t>i>irj.  —  7*   Ti  sMSi,inM. 
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to  the  church  of  Home  —  from  tlie  church  of! 
Rome  to  iniidellty,  —  I  did  not  despair  jet  of 
Bccing  bim  a  methodist  preacher^  JoitJCBon 
(Isuguing).  *'  It  is  said  that  hl«  range  hus 
been  more  extensive^  and  that  he  bus  once 
been  Midiometan.  However,  now  tbul  he  has 
published  his  infidelity,  he  will  probably  i>er- 
sist  in  it."*  Boswell>.  '*  1  am  not  quite  suns 
of  that,  Sir." 

I  mentioned  Sir  Richard  Steele  liMving  pub- 
lished his  "  Christian  Hero,*'  with  the  avowed 
fmrpose  of  obliging  himself  to  lead  a  religious 
ife ;  yet  that  lug  conduct  was  by  no  uie^ii  .J 
strictly  suitable.  Joiwson.  "  Steele,  I  believe, 
practised  tJie  lighter  vices." 

Mr.  W:irton,  being  engaged,  coidd  not  sup 
with  us  at  our  inn  ;  wc  had  ihcrcforo  anoih«'r 
evening  by  ourselves.  I  asked  Johnson 
whether  a  man's  being  forwiu-d  to  make  him' 
self  known  to  eminent  people*,  and  se*-'ing  no 
much  of  life,  and  getting  as  much  infonnation 
as  he  could  in  every  way,  was  not  yet  lessening 
himself  by  bis  forwardness.  JoHTthos,  **  No, 
Sir ;  a  man  always  mokes  himself  grettter  s»  Un 
incrcaaea  \m  knowledge." 

I  censured  some  ludicrous  fantastic  dialogucM 
between  two  coach -horses,  and  other  such 
stuff,  wbich  Baretti  had  lately  pubrishcd.  Ue 
joined  with  me,  and  .*^aid,  **  Nothing  odd  will 
do  long.  *  Tristram  Shandy*  did  not  la»t." 
I  expressed  a  desire  to  he  acquainted  with  « 
lady  who  had  been  much  talked  of|  and  univer- 
sally celebrated  for  extraordinary  address  ouiJ 
insinuation.*'  Jomssoif.  "  Never  bebeve  ejt- 
traordinary  characrtcra  which  you  heai-  nf  v<  •  • '  ■ 
Depend  upon  it.  Sir,  they  are   exu. 

You  do  not  see  one  man  shoot  !i  mt  

higher  than  another."    I  mention  '  ke, 

JourNsoN.   "Yea,  Burke  is  an   •  M;«rjc 

man.  His  stream  of  mind  is  fjerjK'tual."  ft 
is  very  pleasing  to  me  to  record,  that  Johns(m*0 
high  esilimation  of  the  talents  «>f  this  gentlemoo 
was  uniform  from  their  early  acquuintance. 
8ir  Joshua  Reynolds  informs  me,  thjit  wluitt 
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Mr.  Burke  was  first  ele<"tcd  a  member  of  pnr- 
Immcttt,  ami  Sir  John  Huwkins  cxpres^d  a 
wonder  at  hb  attain in<{  ii  scut^  Johugon  fnid^ 
**  Now  we,  who  know  Mr,  Burkv,  know  that 
he  will  be  one  of  the  firet  men  in  the  country," 
And  ouce,  when  Johnson  wm  ill,  and  unable 
to  exert  hiiniieJf  oa  much  as  usual  without 
fiitij(ue,  Mr.  Burke  having  been  mentioned, 
he  «iid,  **  Thiit  I'elluw  calls  Tbrth  all  my  powers, 
\y»!Tv  I  U>  sec  Burke  now  it  would  kill  ine," 
So  much  WU5  he  accustomed  to  consider 
rouven^ution  as  a  content,  and  such  was  his 
notion  ol  Hurke  as  on  opponeait. 

Next  niorninjr„  Thuradaj^  21st  March,  we 
•et  out  in  u  potn-chuise  to  pursue  our  rtimble. 
It  woa  a  dehghrful  day,  and  we  rode  through 
Blenheim  ^ark.  When  I  looked  at  the  niug- 
nifieent  bridge  built  by  John  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, over  a  small  rivulet,  and  recollected 
lh«  iipigram  made  ^  upon  It — 

**  Tlic  lof^jr  arch  his  higli  Kmbillan  shavrt. 
Till?  *tresiin  «n  eniblciu  of  hih,  bounty  flaw*;" 

«nd  5aw  that  now,  by  tlie  geniiw  of  Brown,  a 
niasnihcent  body  of  water  was  collected,  I 
•aid,  **Th*'y  have  drowned  tlie  epiorram.*'  I 
ohHi^rvod  to  him,  while  in  the  uiidJKt  of  the 
p"' '  iround  us,  "  You  and  I,  Sir,  have, 

1  II  toijether  the  extremes  of  what 

ttjui  iH  -r.  11  in  Britain  —  the  wild  rough  iHland 
of  MuU^  and  Blenheim  park." 

We  dined  at  an  exeellent  inn  at  Cbapel- 
lio«>.«',  where  he  expatiated  on  the  felicity  of 
J^ngland  in  its  taverns  and  inns,  and  triumphed 
the  French  fJjr  not  having,  in  any  per- 
Lion,  th»*  tjuern  life.  *•  There  is  no  private 
hoiijif,*'  «aid  he,  "  in  which  people  can  enjoy 
thcnuiclvrs  fio  well  ns  at  a  capital  tavern.  Let 
thffe  Iw  ever  bo  jfreat  plenty  of  go<Ml  (liings, 
ever  »m>  mueh  grandeur,  ever  so  much  elcgunce, 
evi-r  so  much  desire  that  every  lM>dy  should 
be  ciuy  ;  iu  the  nature  of  thiuL*3  it  cannot  be  : 
there  rntidt  iilwaj-s  be  some  tk-irree  of  care  and 
anxirty.  The  master  of  the  hou&e  is  anxiou* 
(o  .  rit.  r»  liii  Ihk  truest*;;  the  ijucsfs  are  uiixiout< 
V^  lile  to  him;  and  no    man,  but  :t 

V'  i.t  dug  indeetl,  can  as  freely  e«»Jii- 

ni  >  in  another  miui's  houAe,  as  if  it 

w  n.     Wlirreas,  at  a  tavern,  there  is 


•    tif    lit.  Kv!lt«     -  tlMOHIH 
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a  general  freedom  from  anxiety.  You  ar«.' 
pure  you  are  welcome:  and  the  more  noise 
you  make,  the  more  trouble  you  give,  the 
more  grKKl  things  you  call  for,  the  weleonier 
you  are.  No  servants  will  attend  you  with 
the  alacrity  which  waiten*  do,  who  are  ineited 
by  the  prospect  of  an  immiiNliate  ri*ward  in 
pn>portion  a*  they  please.  No,  Sir;  there  is 
Dotliin^  which  has  yet  been  contrived  by  man, 
b/  which  8o  mueh  happiness  is  prodneed  ;i9 
by  a  good  tavern  or  inn. '  *  He  then  rejjcated, 
with  great  emotion,  Shenat one's  lines  : 

♦'  Whoe'er  has  travel  I'd  life's  duJI  rounds 
Where Vr  hi*  sugcK  miiy  have  hern. 
May  sigh  to  think  he  xttll  \\9a  found 
Tlie  warmest  welcome  at  an  lan.*' ' 

My  illustrious  friend,  I  thou^'ht,  did  not 
snOjcieully  admire  Shen^one,  That  tnueniom* 
and  elegant  gentleman's  opinion  of  Jfjhnaon 
appears  in  one  of  hie  letters  to  Mr.  Graves, 
dated  Feb,  9.  1760.  *' I  have  lately  been 
reading  one  or  two  volume*  of  the  Kamblcr ; 
who,  excepting  against  some  fi^vt  hardnesses  * 
in  bis  manner,  and  the  want  td'  more  examples 
to  enliven,  ia  one  of  the  most  nervous,  most 
perspicuous,  most  concise,  most  liamiontous 
proswj  writers  I  know.  A  leai'ued  diction  im- 
proves by  time." 

In  the  afternoon,  as  we  were  driving  rapidly 
along  in  the  {K>st-chai!iC,  be  said  to  me,  '*  Ltle 
has  not  many  things  better  than  this.**  * 

We  stopped  at  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and 
drank  tea  and  coffee ;  and  it  pleased  me  to  be 
with  him  upon  the  claasic  ground  of  Shaks- 
peare's  native  place. 

He  spoke  slightly  of  Dyer's  *♦  Fleece."  •*The 
suljecl.  Sir,  cimnot  be  made  p<M-tira].  How 
can  a  man  write  poetically  of  serges  and  drug- 
gets ?  Yet  vou  will  hear  many  people  talk 
to  you  gravely  of  that  excellent  jmx'Hj,  *  The 
Fleece."  Having  talkeil  of  Graitipor's  ''  Sugar 
Cane,"  I  mentioned  to  him  Mr,  Langl<ui*it 
linving  told  me,  that  this  potrm,  when  read  in 
nuinuscript  at  Sir  Joshua  Ucynold^X  hud 
made  ail  the  a^:&embled  wita  bunil  intii  a 
laugh,  when,  after  mueh  blaidt-vcrso  lK)mi>, 
the  |>oet  began  a  new  paragraph  thus: — 

**  Now,  Muse,  let*N  ting  of  ra/«>" 


M«i  

lie    trxi    uflrn    iiniki  »     «|..-    •>{    ih*  uLt$tnei  Iw  ttir  fOM- 
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And  what  increasetJ  the  ridicule  was,  tbut  one 
of  the  coitipany,  who  slyly  overltxtketl  thi? 
rciidtT,  pcrcuiveii  that  the  word  had  been 
wiginally  mice,  awl  had  bwn  tUtered  to  na/i, 
tis  more  dj|jjnifk«d.' 

Thih  jijissiige  does  not  a]ii|xL'ar  in  tlie  prinltHl 
woik.  Dr.  Grainger,  or  ssoino  oi'  his  friendis^  it 
ftlionld  *eenj»  Imving  bei'onie  sensiMe  ihwt  in- 
tT««lucia;4  «vcu  »vi/jf,  in  u  prave  f>oein,  might  be 
liable  tt)  hunter,  lie,  however,  could  not  bring 
himself  lo  relinquish  the  idea;  Ibr  thoj  nrc 
thus,  in  11  still  more  ludicrous  manner,  peri- 
phrasticiiUy  exhibited  in  his  poem  as  it  now 
stunds:  — 

**  Nor  «rith  lesK  wute  thewhtsker'd  vermin  raee, 
A  countlc«s  clan,  dc»pail  the  lowland  cane." 

Johnson  said^  that  Dr.  Graintjjcr  was  an 
ajTrceable  man  ;  a  man  who  would  dn  nj\y  good 
that  wiks  in  his  power,  llis  tnmslation  of 
Tibullus,  he  thougot,  was  Tery  well  done  ;  hut 
"The  Sugar  Cane,  a  Poem,'  did  not  nlesuie 
him'';  for,  he  exclaimed,  "What  could  he 
make  oi*  u,  sugar  cone?  One  mi^hi  as  well 
write  the  Tarslej  Bed,  a  Pj>emi'  or  'The 
Cabbage  Garden,  a  Poem.'  "  Bosweu..  "  You 
luust  then  pifkle  your  cabbage  with  the  sal 
atticumy  Johnison.  *'You  know  iher*?  is 
already  *The  Hop  Garden,  a  Poeiu;'^  and  I 
think,  one  nould  say  u  threat  deal  uliout  cab- 
biige.  llje  y*^vm  migrht  begin  with  the  advan- 
liiges  of  eivilised  society  over  the  ru<le  state, 
exemplified  by  the  Scotch,  who  had  no  cab- 
bages till  Oliver  Cromwell's  soldiers  intro- 
duced them ;  and  one  might  thus  show  bf»w 
arts  are  propagated  by  con<)ueat,  a»  they  were 
by  the  Kom:ua  arms."  He  Reemed  to  be  much 
diverted  with  the  fertility  of  his  own  fancy. 

I  told  him,  that  1  heard  Dr.  Percy  was 
writing  the  hiMtory  of  the  wolf  in  Great  Bri- 
tain. JoH.N.soN  *'The  wolf,  Sir;  why  th^ 
wolf?  Why  docs  he  not  write  of  the  hear, 
which  we  had  formerly  ?  Nay,  it  is  said  that 
we  had  the  beaver.  Or  why  does'  he  not  write 
of  the  gray  rat,  the  Flanover  rat,  as  it  is  culled, 
because  it  is  »aid  to  hare  come  into  this  coun- 
try about  the  time  that  the  family  of  Hanover 
came?  I  should  like  to  &ee  '  The  Hutory  of 
the  Gray  Put^  hy  Th&nuis  Percy ^  D.D.^  Chap' 
lain  in  Ordinary  tn  Ilia  Majesty' '*  (lauwbing 
immoderately ).     Boswell.    *■*•  1   am   afraid  it 
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court  chwnlain  could  not  decently  write  of  iho 
erikj  rat.'  Johnson.  **  Sir,  he  need  not  give 
It  tixe  name  of  the  Hanover  rat."  Thus  could 
be  iiidulk^e  a  luxuriant  sportive  uua|j;inaiion, 
when  talking  of  a  friend  whom  be  loved  and 
esteemed/ 

He  mentioned  to  roe  the  *in«Tular  history  of 
an  injrenious  acquaintance-  "  He  hn»l  prnc- 
tiaed  physic  in  various  situations  with  no  jrreat 
emolument,  A  We»t  India  gentleman,  whom 
he  delighted  by  liis  conversation,  gave  bim  a 
Ixmd  for  a  hamleome  annuity  during  his  lifts 
on  the  condition  of  his  accompanyin|i  him  ta 
the  West  Indies,  and  living  witn  hrm  there  for 
two  years.  He  accordingly  embarked  with  the 
gentleman ;  but  upon  the  voyage  feil  in  lovo 
with  a  young  wotiiiin  who  happened  to  be  one 

of  the    passenger?,    and    married  the    -; '■ 

From   the   imprudence   of  bis   dj5|«>- 

quarrellcil  with  the  gentleman,  and  lic .. 

he  would  have  no  connexion  with  lum.  So  be 
forfeited  the  annuity.  He  settled  us  «  phy- 
sician in  one  of  the  Leew!u*d  lislajids.  A  man 
was  sent  out  to  him  merely  to  compound  his 
medicines.  This  fellow  set  up  as  a  rival  to  It im 
in  his  practice  of  physic,  and  got  so  mucli  the 
better  of  htm  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
the  tfiland,  that  be  carried  away  all  (he  buAi> 
ness,  ufion  which  he  relumed  to  England,  and 
soon  atler  died." 

On  Friday,  22d  March,  having  set  out  eiirly 
from  Henley  [iu  jVrden],  where  we  had  lain  llie 
preceding  night,  we  arrived  at  Birmingham 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  after  breakltist  went  U> 
ciill  on  his  old  schoolfellow,  Mr.  Hect4jr.  A  r4t.ty 
<ttupid  maid,  who  opened  the  door,  told  us  that 
'"  her  master  was  gone  out ;  he  was  gone  to 
the  country  ;  she  could  not  tell  when  he  would 
return."  In  short,  she  gave  us  a  tniscraidc 
Toeeption;  and  Johnson  observed,  "She  would 
have  behaved  no  better  to  pcnple  who  wanted 
him  in  the  way  of  his  profession/*  He  said  to 
her,  "JVIy  name  is  Johnson  ;  tell  him  1  oalled. 
Will  you  remendier  the  name?"  She  an- 
swered with  rustic  simplicity,  in  the  Warwick- 
shire pronunciation,  '*I  don't  understand  yim. 
Sir."  "  Blockhead;*  ^aid  he,  '♦  Pli  writ«.*  2 
never  beard  tlie  word  blackhead  ajtplied  to  a 
woman  before,  though  I  do  not  s<?e  why  it 
should  not,  when  there  is  evident  cw;casion  Ibr 
it,^    He,  however,  made  another  aUcmpt  to 
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make  Ito*  untleratiinii  him,  and  roared  loud  in 
Ijf  r  tfnr,  *'  Juhnaon^'*  and  tbeu  she  c»U'bed  the 
»oii(id. 

We  next  cttUed  on  Mn  Llojd,  one  of  the 
poople  called  quakers.  He  too  woe  not  at 
lionitN  but  Mrs.  Lloyd  was,  and  rt-ceived  us 
courteously,  und  linked  u*  to  dinner.  Johnson 
mjd  to  nu?,  "Aitcr  the  uncertainty  of  all 
httioan  thing*  al  Hector's,  thb  invitation  came 
very  well."  We  walked  atxjut  the  town,  and 
htt  wa»<  r'  '  ■  '-•  f(\  ^ee  it  increasing* 

I  bi  '  I) iiu^iition  by  subsequent  mor- 

ri.i|?e,  V  .  Ljtined  in  the  lloman  law,  and 
itilf  obtainfi  in  the  law  of  Scotlanil,  Jonwsoir. 
**  1  think  it  a  bad  thing',  because  the  chastity 
of  women  being  of  the  utmost  iraportanee,  as 
all  nroperty  depend*  upon  it,  they  who  forfeit 
it  wiould  not  liave  any  possibility  of  being 
riMitored  to  good  character;  nor  should  the 
children,  by  an  illicit  connection,  attain  the 
full  ri^ht  of  lawful  children,  by  the  posterior 
tci;  *  '"'  '^'  ''.'j;  parties/  Hia  opinion 
U'  .t^s  consideration.  Unon 

lit.:.  I>.i.>t  xy,  at  timed  be  a  hardsfiip, 

and  sccmitij '  -  one,  upon  individuals ; 

but  the  jj[i :  ._!  _  l  of  sotnety  ij  better 
•cfured.  And,  after  all,  it  is  unreasonable  io 
msi  individuid  to  repine  that  he  has  not  the 
•drant4ige  of  «  Mlare  which  ia  made  different 
1V«»ni  hia  own,  by  the  setcitd  institution  under 
which  he  is  bom.  A  woman  docs  nut  com- 
|»tiun  thut  her  bri'thcr  who  is  younger  than  her 

S«t»  their  coninmu  fathers  Chtat^.     ^Vhy  then 
lowld  a  natiirid  stm  compltiin  that  a  youni^er 
brother,  by  f '  ireut*  lawfully  be^odcn, 

C*t»   it?     1  n  «»f  Isiw  In  hiniilar  in 

>th  csiJte*,  J.  -.  i  -,  iiii  illej^iniimte  *on,  who 
ha*  a  yooniier  ii^i^itinuitt!  brother  by  the  *anie 
f,!th,'r  >ntl  mother,  hun  no  sirouger  claim  to 
tr  estate,    th.tn    if  th;it   leiiritimate 

bi  '  only  the  sftme  father,  from  whom 

alone  tht«  estate  depcendn. 

Mr.  Lloyd  j«»ined  un  m  the  8tw»et;  Ulidm  A 

lillK*  while  we  met //•!>«</ //<?rifi?r,  n*  Mr.  Lloyd 

called  him.     It  pave  me  plciiaure  to  nbiierve 

joy  which  Jnhnw>n  and  he  expresHcd  on 

ini»   ea<'h  other  a;!ain.     Mr.  Llovd   and  I 

them  tn«rctbcr,  white  he  ehllgiti«rly  s^howed 

•onie  nf   the   mitnufiictures   of   tliir*   very 

nt— iidilajje  of  nriificers.     We  all  met 

at  w    Mr.  Llovd's,    where    we   were 


>l 
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vnctly  tW  dame.     Juhn- 


son  said,  "I^Iorriage  i*  llir  best  stati!i  for  man 
in  general  \  and  every  man  if  a  worse  man,  in 
prop4irt»on  aa  he  h  unfit  lor  the  married  state." 

1  httve  olwayfl  loved  the  sin>pHcity  of  man- 
ners,  and  the  spiritual-mindednesiif  of  ihe 
quftkers;  and  talking  with  Mr,  Llovd,  X  ob- 
eerved,  that  the  essential  pari  of  relijfion  was 
piety,  a  devout  intercourse  witli  the  Divinity  ; 
and  that  miwiy  a  iuhd  was  ■  qutdter  without 
knowing  it. 

As  l)r,  Johnson  had  said  to  me  in  the  morn- 
ing, while  we  walked  together,  that  he  liked 
individuals  omon^  the  tpmken<,  but  not  the 
sect;  when  we  were  at  Mr.  Lloyd'&,  I  kept 
clear  of  introducing  any  que^^tiona  concerning; 
the  peculiarities  of  their  faith.  Hut  1  having 
aaked  to  look  at  Baskerville**  edition  of  ••  Btir* 
clay*5  Apologj',"  Johnson  laid  hold  of  it ;  ar»d 
the  chapter  on  baptihin  hapf>ening  to  open, 
Johnfton  remarked,  "  He  s.iya  there  is  neither 
precept  nor  practice  for  buptifm  in  the  seri|:>- 
tnrca  ;  that  u<  false."     Hci    '  lie  uggi-et* 

gor,  by  no  means  in  a  fteri' '  ;  and  the 

pood  quftkers  had  the  adv..,..  i_._  .i  him;  for 
he  bail  reiul  neglleently^  nn<l  hnd  luit  observ*'d 
that  Barclay  fpeak*  ot*  infrtnt  bnptignj ;  which 
they  cuhnly  made  him  perceive.  Mr.  Lh>yd, 
however,  was  in  a  ^etsX  mistiike  ;  for  when  in- 
iiating  that  the  rite  of  baptiani  by  water  ¥ni« 
to  cease,  when  the  ttpirihtal  arlminiatrntion  of 
Christ  began,  be  mnintained  that  John  tho 
liaptif^t  BHid,  **  My  Imptimt  shall  decrease,  but 
his  nhftU  increase."  ^^''he^eoa  the  wordi*  arts 
"  He  mUHt  increase,  but  I  rniur/  decrease " 
[Jf^hn  ill.  30.] 

One  of  them  having  olijcctM  to  the  "ob- 
servance of  days,  and  months,  and  year*," 
Johnson  anffwereil,"  The  church  does  not  super* 
stttioualy  observe  days,  merely  n-  <1  t '  h„f  ^h 
mentoriala  of  import  ant  facta.  '  <  I  fjht 

be  kept  oa  well  upon  one  ilvtj  *  _    av  nn 

another ;  but  there  should  be  a  stated  day  for 
commemoratino^  the  birth  of  our  Saviour, 
becauAe  there  is  danger  that  what  may  be  done 
on  any  day  will  be  neglectei!.** 

He  Haiti  to  me  at  another  time^  "Sir,  tho 
holidays  observed  by  our  church  arc  of  jrrvat 
u^e  in  religion."     Ihere  can  be  no  doubt  of 
ihlin  in  a  1iniit.<*d  Aeii^,  I  mean  if  the   number 
of  such  consecrated  portions  of  time  l»e  not  loo 
extensive.     The  excdient  Mr.  Nelson's  "  Fes- 
tivals   and    Fastis"  which  hni,  I  umli-r^himl 
tJic  jfreate^it  *-nle  of  any  hook  ever  | 
Enghmd,  except  the  Bible,  is  a  mojit 
help  to  devotion  :  and  in  a<!dition  to  it  1  would 
recommeDd  two  sermons  on  the  6auie  aubject, 
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by  Mr.  Vott\  Arclideacon  of  St.  Albon's, 
i<qually  distiaguiahed  for  piety  utnl  ek'gance, 
1  am  sorrv  to  have  it  tn  suyi»  that  ScutJaitd  h 
the  only  ChriwliAu  country,  ciitholu:  or  pro- 
lestnnt^  where  the  jrrwit  events  of  our  rclidon 
HFC  not  soleninly  comniejuorut-e*!  by  iUs  eiclesi- 
iisticat  cuiitubU^hiucnt,  ou  days  set  apiwt  for  the 

Mr.  Ilcotor  was  so  cood  as  to  accompany  me 
to  see  tho  great  works  of  3Ir,  Boulton,  at  a 
f^iwe  which  he  hoa  culleU  Soho,  about  two 
miles  from  Birmingham,  which  the  very  hi- 
g(«niQUM  proprietor  showed  me  hiuifidf  to  the 
best  advsint.iige.  I  wished  JohnsoTv  hnd  been 
with  us:  for  it  was  a  scene  which  I  shouUl 
have  been  ^lad  to  contemplate  by  his  light. 
The  vastneis  and  the  contrivance  of  some  of 
tJie  machinery  would  have  "  matched  his 
mighty  mind."  I  shall  never  forget  Mr. 
Boul ton's  expression  to  me,  "  I  sell  here.  Sir, 
wh.it  all  the  world  desires  to  have  —  Powbb.'* 
He  htwi  about  seven  hundred  people  at  work. 
I  contemplated  him  as  an  inm  ckivftani^  and 
he  seemed  to  \w.  a  father  to  his  tribe.  One  of 
them  came  to  him,  complaioin|{  grievously  of 
hiM  landlord  tor  having  distrained  bin  goo<ls. 
**  Yoitr  lftndlor<l  is  in  the  right.  Smith  («aid 
Boulton).  But  ril  tell  you  what :  find  yon  a 
friend  who  will  lay  down  one  half  of  your 
rent,  and  I'll  lay  down  the  other  half;  and  you 
(shall  have  your  gomls  agnin/' 

From  Mr.  Iloefor  I  now  learnt  many  par- 
ticulars of  Dr.  Johnson's  early  life,  which,  with 
othem  that  he  gave  me  nl  dillerent  times  jsiiiee, 
have  ctKitrihuted  to  the  formation  of  this  work. 

Dr.  .Tohn!*on  said  to  nje  in  I  he  morning, 
"  You  will  see.  Sir,  at  Mr,  Hector's,  his  si.^ter, 
Ml**.  Carele-^s*,  a  clergyman's  widow.  She 
was  the  hrst  woman  with  whom  I  was  in  love. 
It  tlroppetl  out  of  my  head  iuiperceptlbly  ;  but 
she  and  I  shall  always  have  a  kindne*^  for  each 
other."  He  laughed  at  the  notion  tliat  a  man 
can  Jiever  be  really  in  love  but  once,  and  con- 
sidered it  as  a  mere  romantic  fancy. 

Dn  our  return  frf>m  Mr.  Boulton's,  Jfr. 
Hector  took  me  to  bis  house,  where  we  fouTid 
Johnson  sitting  placidly  at  tea,  with  hiH  firnt 
love;  who,  tliough  now  advanced  in  yema, 
was  &  genteel  woman,  very  agreeable  and  well* 
bred. 

Johnson  lamented  to  ^Ir.  Hector  the  state 
of  one  of  their  schoolfellows,  Mr.  Charles 
Congreve,  a  clergyman,  which  he  thus  de- 
Bcnl)ed :  "  He  obtaineil,  I  believe^  considerable 
prefenneut  in  Ireland, but  now  lives  in  London, 
quite  a*  a  vaJetudinarian,  afraid  to  go  into  any 
houBc  but  bisi  own.  He  takes  a  short  airing  in 
his  post-chaise  every  day.  He  has  an  elderly 
woman,  w  horn  he  ctdls  cousin,  who  Uvea  with 
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him,  and  jogs  his  elbow  when  hi:*  glosf  has 
stooiJ  too  iijng  empty,  and  encourag&i  hitii  in 
drinking,  in  whtrh  he  in  vcrv  willing  to  b^ 
encouraged  ;  not  that  he  gets  drunk,  for  he  is 
a  very  oiou*  man,  but  he  i»  id  way  a  muddy. 
He  coidei^ses  to  <me  l>n(lle  of  |M>rt  every  day, 
and  he  probably  drinks  more.  He  is  quite 
un$tocial ;  hi$  conversation  in  quite  mn04>».yl- 
labical ;  and  when,  at  my  last  visit,  1  a^tked 
him  what  o'clock  it  "was  F  that  signal  of  uiy 
departure  ha<l  so  pleasing  on  eiTeit  on  him, 
that  he  sprung  up  to  look  at  his  watch,  like  a 
greyhound  bounding  at  a  hare."  When  Johti- 
son  took  leave  of  Mr.  Hector,  be  said,  *'  Dou*t. 
grow  like  Congreve  ;  nor  let  me  gi'ow  like  him* 
when  you  are  near  me." 

When  he  agaui  talked  of  Mrs.  Cai*elcat  to- 
night, he  aeemed  to  have  his  affection  revived; 
for  he  said, "  If  I  had  married  her,  it  might  havtf 
been  as  happy  lor  me-"  Boswkll.  **  Pmy, 
Sir,  do  you  not  suppose  that  there  arc  fil\y 
women  in  the  wftrld,  with  any  one  of  whom  a 
man  may  be  as  happy,  as  with  any  one  woman 
in  particular?"  Johnson.  '*Ay,  Sir,  fit^ 
thousand."  Boswell.  *'Then,  Sir,  you  arc 
not  of  opinion  with  some  who  imagine  that 
certain  men  and  certain  women  ai'e  made  for 
each  other ;  and  that  they  cannot  be  Imppy  If 
they  miss  their  counternarts.'"  Joknsok,  **  To 
be  sure  not.  Sir.  I  bebeve  marriages  would  tn 
general  l>e  as  happy,  and  oft  v  '  -  \  if  il»*?y 
were  all  made  by  the  lord  i  upcm  a 

due  consideration  of  the  cl .-. .    jud  rii^ 

cumstances,  without  the  parties  having  any 
choice  in  the  matter,"  ^ 

I  wished  to  have  staid  at  Birmingbatii  tf>> 
night,  to  have  t^ked  more  with  Mr.  Hedurj 
but  my  friend  was  impatient  to  reach  his  imtivo 
city ;  so  we  drove  on  that  stage  in  the  dark, 
and  were  long  pensive  and  silent.  When  wc 
came  within  the  focus  of  the  Lichfield  hlmfI^ 
**  Now,"  said  he,  *'  we  are  getting  out  of 
of  death."  We  put  up  at  the  iThrec  i 
nut  one  of  the  <'reat  inns,  but  a  gium 
fashioned  one,  which  was  kept  by  Mr.  Will 
and  was  the  very  next  house  to  that  in  wl 
Johnson  was  born  luid  brought  up,  and  which 
was  still  his  own  property.*  We  hid  u  lom- 
fortable  supper,  and  got  into  hi  1 

felt  all  my  toryism  glow  in  this  of 

Stafford  shire.      1  could  have  oil 
genio  loci  ;  and  I  indulged  in  lib;, 
ale,  which  Boniface,  in   "The   Jkauji.   Str*- 
tagera,"  recommends  with  such   an  elot^uciU 
jollity. 

Next  morning  he  introduced  me  U>  Mhl 
Lucy  Portt-T,  his  step-daughter.     She  v  -^  ^  ^ 
an  old  maid,  with  much  simplicity  of  i 
She  had  never  been  in  Lonclon.    Her  1..^..^., 


3  ^fgHHt^^j,.  S12.  — c. 

*  I  weDt  througti  ehf*  honvp  vKrr*  my  i\\u*tt\etat  ftVnil 
wu  Imrn.  wUli  *  TP»preiiec  wUh  which  it  dbubllr««  wlU 
be  tU11(m1.    An  pngmred  tIow  of  It,  witli  the  wtjj 
liiffi,    li  In  lh«  "  GeiiUetnaii'*  llsgaxine  *'   Tor  F« 
17M BarwK|,L. 
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that  til 
Dftvid. 
He  wii' 

Alld  C4I  si 


a  captain  in  tlic  njivy>  Imd  left  her  a  fortune  of 
ten  thmisuml  pounds;  about  ii  thtnl  of  which 
ahci  \ia.<\  liiul  out  in  Innhlinv' a  at  aU-Iy  Louse, 
and  uiakini!  a  hiuivl«»me  ^TftrJcxi,  in  an  elovalecJ 
Htuiitirm  in  Lichlit'ld.  Johnson^  wht^n  here 
by  biniDelf^  used  to  live  nt  her  house.  She 
revt^rt^nred  hnnt  and  he  biu)  a  parental  tender- 
ness for  hi^r. 

']  Mr.  Peter  (tarrick,  who  had 
ived  ft  loiter  from  hw  brother 
rtg  our  ootntng  to  Liehfidd. 
I  i<»  diuuer^  but.  asked  ua  to  tea, 
:i  iiis  house.  Joluijton,  however, 
ivould  not  quit  his  old  aoquiiintiince  Wilkins 
of  the  Tlirei^  Crowns.  The  tUniily  likene-sa  of 
the  Garri<-kd  w:i«  very  striking ;  and  Johnson 
thought  that  David'si  vivncitj^  wiis  not  »o  pecu- 
liar  to  himself  ha  wji5  supposed.  "  Sir/  said 
he,  "  1  ikm't  kiiow  hut,  if  i*eter  had  cultivated 
all  tlie  arts  of  gaiety  ns  much  as  David  has 
done,  he  might  liave  been  as  brisk  and  lively. 
Dnnend  upon  it.  Sir,  vivacity  is  much  an  art, 
and  depends  greatly  on  babit," '  I  believe 
there  a  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  this,  notwith- 
itauding  a  ludicrous  story  told  me  by  a  lady 
abroad,  of  a  heavy  German  baron,  who  had 
lived  much  with  the  young  Enjiliish  at  Geneva, 
uid  wa5  ambitious  to  be  as  lively  as  thej  ;  with 
which  view,  he,  with  assiduous  exertion,  was 

^'um^ling  over  the  tublea  and  chairs  in  his 
o<lgiiig»;  nnd  wlieti  the  people  of  the  houMS 
ran  ill  and  askod,  with  siirpriae,  what  was  ihe 
matter,  he  answered,  '*  Sh'  apprcns  feircjif" 

We  dined  at  our  Inn,  imd  had  with  us  a 
Mr  Jackt«on  •,  one  of  Johnson's  schoolfellowH, 
whom  he  trcate«l  with  much  kindness,  tiiough 

li>»  '  :  1  be*  a  low  man,  dull  and  untaught. 

H  var^e  Kvay  coat,  black  waistcoat, 

1*1  f  breeehes,  and  a  yi^llow  uncurled 

wi  i*  rountenunce  had  the  ruddiness 

Wli  .'.'ns   one   who   is  in   no   haste   to 

••  leave  his  can,**  He  drank  only  ale.  He  had 
tried  TO  hp  a  cutler  at  Hirminghum,  but  had 
III  I  '  d;  and  now   he  lived  |^Hx>rly  at 

.id  Mome  scheme  of  dresuiinij;  leather 
better  manner  than  common;  to  hi:i  in- 
inct  ae^'ount  of  which,  Dr.  Johnson  listened 
itlon,  that  he  might  ns»tH\  him 
Here   WHM   an    instance   of 
IV  and  reul   kiudnc^^  in  this 
ii  i*<  bc*.«ri  inoHt  iifijitsUy  rc|>n'» 
4;^ciJicr  har^  and  destitute  of 


tenderness.  A  thousand  lueh  injita«cr«  might 
have  been  recorded  in  the  course  of  his  long 
life ;  thtiugh  that  iiiiK  t^'m])i'r  wtv*  warm  and 
hasty,  and  his  manner  often  rough,  caunot  be 
dctiied* 

I  saw  here,  for  tlie  first  time,  oot  nle;  and 
oat-eakc?s,  not  hard  &»  in  Scotland,  but  jtolt 
like  a  Yorkshire  cake,  were  served  at  breidc- 
faet.  It  was  pleaaant  to  me  to  fmd,  Jhat 
'♦  tw/*,"  tlic  *'/f/orf  of  ArtT.^i?.*,"  were  so  murh 
used  aa  the  ftwd  of  tka  people  in  Dr.  Johnson's 
own  town.  He  cxpatinle«l  in  praise  of  Lich- 
field and  its  inhabitant .s,  who,  he  «aid,  w.-n* 
"  the  most  sober,  decent  people  in  England, 
the  gentcelest  in  propurtion  to  their  wealth, 
and  spoke  the  purest  English,"  I  douliled  \\» 
to  the  la,"»t  article  of  this  eulogy ;  for  they  haii 
several  provincial  Boundts ;  as,  therr^  pro- 
nounced like  feoTy  instead  of  like  fair;  trnvv 
pronounced  leoowe,  instead  of  wuiute  or  trartfir. 
Johnson  himself  never  got  entirely  free  of 
those  provincial  at^'centg.  Gjirridk  sometimes 
used  to  take  him  otT,  s«]nee2tng  a  lemoji  intu  a 
puneh-bowi,  with  uncouth  gesticulations,  look- 
ing round  the  company,  and  calling  out, 
**  Who*!*  for  pocftishf*'  ^ 

Very  little  busine*i  appeared  to  be  going 
forward  in  Ltehtield.  I  fouuil,  however,  two 
strani^e  manufactures  for  m  inland  a  plaix*, 
nail-eloth  and  streamers  for  ships;  and  I  ob- 
servcil  them  making  some  &id<Ue-cloths,  and 
dressing  sheep-skins;  but  upon  the  whole,  the 
busy  hand  of  industry  seemed  to  be  quite 
Blackened.  •*  Surely,  Sir,"  said  I,  "  you  are  an 
idle  set  of  people/'  "  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  '*  we 
are  a  city  of  jihilosophers ;  we  work  with  our 
heads,  and  make  the  biRibies  of  lUnninghaui 
work  for  us  with  their  hand?*."  There  wii**  at 
this  lime  a  ctnnj>any  of  players  performing  i&t 
LichfiebK  The  manager,  ^Ir,  Stanton,  m^nt 
hi;*  compliments,  and  begged  leave  to  wait  on 
Dr.  Johnson.  Juhn^on  received  liitn  very 
courteously,  and  he  drank  a  glass  of  wine  with 
us.  He  was  a  plain,  decent,  well-behAved 
man,  and  expre8se<l  his  gn»titnilr  to  Dr.  John- 
son for  having  once  got  him  permission  trtim 
Dr.  Taylor  at  Ashbourne  to  play  there  ujK»n 
mo<lerate  termi^,  Garrick*8  naine  wa>i  soon 
intnulueed.     JouNsos.    "Garriek's  ronver.'sw- 

tiori  b  gay  und      •    ' It  is  a  dish  of  all 

sortj*,  but  all  g'  There  w  no  poImI 

m«at  i"  *'    H..  ,.,i..;  vf  ficntim*' t  ;.»  \t 


d  (• 


likr    Oin    Llrh|l'<1iniiii«,   alwvjB  nld.      i 
t*i»|if.T».,  ituprrtoT.  — liDRfiCT.    I'hU  U  41111  Uie  fulfar  prtn.      ot  *.:iiinu. 
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Not  but  that  he  has  eentmient  sometimes,  and 
»erttiuienr  too  very  jjowerful  aud  very  plejLs- 
hv^:  but  it  has  not  its  full  proportion  in  bis 
ooriversatioti.*' 

^V'hea  wc  were  bi|r  ourselves  be  told  me, 
'♦  Forty  years  ago^  Sir,  I  was  in  love  with  an 
iictress  here,  Mrs.  Emraet,  who  acted  Flora,  in 
•  llutj  iu  ibe  Wt-'lL' "  What  merit  this  bdy  had 
as  an  actress,  or  what  vms  her  fi^re,  or  bcr 
matmcr,  I  have  not  been  informed ;  but,  if  we 
may  iH^lli^vii  Mr.  Gai-riclc,  his  old  maatcTS 
taste  in  theatrical  merit  waa  by  no  means 
redncd ;  he  was  not  an  elegtin*  formarum  spec' 
taior,^  Gai'rick  used  to  tell,  that  Johnson  f^aid 
of  an  actor,  who  played  Sir  Harry  Wildair  at 
Liehfiel*!,  "  There  is  a  courtly  vivacity  about 
till'  fellow ;"  when,  in  fact,  according  to  Gar- 
ritk*s  account,  "  he  was  the  most  vulgar  ruffian 
that  ever  went  upon  hoards,^* 

AVe  luMJ  promised  Mr.  Stanton  to  be  at  hia 
iheuire  on  Monday.  Dr.  Johnson  jocularly 
proposed  to  me  to  write  a  prologue  for  the 
oi'cusion :  *'  A  Prologue,  by  James  Boswcll^ 
l^^siir.,  from  the  Hebrides."  I  was  really  in- 
clined to  take  the  hint.  Methought,  "Pro- 
logue^ spoken  before  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson^  at 
Liohfiehl,  J  776,"  would  have  sounded  as  well 
as  ♦*  Prologue,  spoken  before  the  Duke  of  York 
at  Oxford,"  in  Charles  the  Second's  tirue. 
Much  mi*;bt  have  been  said  of  what  Lichlicld 
had  done  for  ShakspearOi  by  producing  Jf»hn* 
Ban  and  Garrick.  But  1  found  he  wm  averse 
to  It. 

We  went  and  viewed  the  museum  of  Mr. 
Richard  Green,  apothecary  here,  who  told  me 
he  was  proud  of  being  a  relation  of  Dr.  John- 
son's. It  w;t3,  truly,  a  wonderful  collection, 
both  of  antiquities  and  natural  curiosities,  and 
ingenious  works  of  art.  He  had  all  the  articles 
accuratolv  urranjred,  with  their  names  upon 
labels,  printed  at  his  own  little  press;  and  on 
the  staircase  leading  to  it  was  a  board,  with 
the  names  of  contributors  marked  in  gold  let- 
ters, A  printed  catalogue  of  the  collection 
wtis  to  be  had  at  a  bookseller's.  Johnson 
exprei'scd  his  admiration  of  the  activity  and 
diligence  and  good  fortune  of  Mr,  Green,  in 
getting  together,  in  his  situation,  so  groat  a 
variety  of  things ;  and  Mr.  Green  told  me  that 
Johnson  once  said  to  him,  "  Sir,  I  should  as 
soon  have  thought  of  building  a  man-of-war,  as 
i*f  collecting  such  a  museum."  Mr.  Green's 
obliging  alacrity  in  showing  it  was  very  pleas- 
ing. His  engraved  portrait,  with  which  he  has 
favoured  me,  has  a  motto  truly  charactcristical 
t>f  his  disposition,  "iVei/ro  jn7;i  Pira/." 

A  physician  being  mentioned  who  had  lost 
his  pnictice,  because  his  whlmaieally  changing 
his  religion   had  mode  people  distrustful   of 


him,  I  maintAined  that  this  was  unremonablc, 
as  religion  is  uncounected  with  meiiic4il  skilL 
JotnisoM.  '^8ir,  it  is  not  unreasonable;  for 
when  peo|>]e  see  a  roan  absurd  in  what  they 
understand,  tliey  may  conclude  the  same  of 
him  in  what  they  do  not  understand.  If  » 
phvsieian  were  to  tnke  to  eating  of  horsctlesh, 
nuhody  would  enijiloy  him;  ihongh  one  may 
cat  horsertcsh,  aud  be  a  very  skilf\d  phyai»M:in, 
If  a  man  were  educated  in  an  absurd  roliL'ioa, 
his  continuing  to  pmli'ss  h  wouhl  not  hurt  him, 
though  his  changing  to  it  would."  * 

We  drank  tea  and  colTee  at  Mr,  Peter  Gar- 
rick's,  where  was  Mrs.  A^tt1n,  one  of  thi* 
maidiin  sisters  of  Mrs.  Walmesley,  wife  of 
Johnson's  first  friend,  and  eistcr  also  of  lUe 
lady  of  whom  Johnson  U!*ed  to  speak  with  the 
wartneat  admiration,  by  the  name  of  Molly 
Aston,  who  was  afterwanJs  married  to  CapiAiu 
Hrodie  of  the  navy. 
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Lkhfeld,  —  Fettr  Garrick,  —  Dmth  of  Mr,  Thith*§ 
onijf  Son.  —  ShohnpenreM  Mtdi>erry^$rrt~  —  ijOfd 
Butt.  —  Marriaife.  —  Qui'^tinntHff,  —  Sif  Plikhr^ 
i\orton.  —  Athbovrne.  —  Dr,  Tajfhr.  —  "  OM 
Men  putting  them»*lvri  to  nurgf.**  —  ♦*  /?  Piaimmmp 
iV ImhH terra,*' —  Jnt/nttitinie,  —  Mr,  WidduhufWi, 

—  '*  Marryinp  for  Lot't. "  —  Dr.  Jtimt9,  —  JMMmi 
cAo/y.  —  Capta'tH  Cook.  —  OmuL  —  Ckarorftr  nf 
«  Soltiitr,  — Good  f/umour  of  (tnctent  I*hilo»»yphfr^* 

—  Public  Schools, —  Eni/li»h  Vnivvriitk*.  ^Libd* 
on  ike  D^ad, 

Ok  Sunday,  March  24.,  wv  break  fustcd  wJtIi 
Mrs.  Cobb,   a  widow    lady,   who   lived  ni    an 
agreeable  .Hequestcred  place  close  by  the  town, 
called  the  Friary,  it  having  been  formerly  a 
religious  house.    She  and  her  niece^  Mi^-  *  ^  - 
were  great  admirers  of  Dr.  Jtihn.soD , 
behaved  to  them   with  a  kindness   aii  ,    ...  , 
pleasantry,  such  as  we  see  between  old  aod 
intimate  acquaintance.     He  accompanic  3  Mr?. 
Cobb  to  St,  Mary's  Church,  and  I  wen 
cathedral,  where   I   was  very  much  di 
with   the  music,   linding  it  to  be  p« 
solemn,  and  accordant  with  the  worcb 
service. 

We  dined  at  Mr.  Peteir  GarriekV  who  was 
in  a  very  lively  humour,  and  vcrifu  '  '  ' 
saying,  that  if  he  had  cultivated  45 
as  his  brother  David,  he  might  iuiouLijumM 


of  an  hl•^l»lI.l!.  Witii  «>ii'  h  lio  \i,  :\-t    c-in,i.i-rtt'il.      n.U   I  .j|i 

think  ibtit  Mr>y  crthrte  whf  nieAiit  t  but  itior*  prolulitf 
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excelled  in  it.  He  was  to-day  quite  a  London 
narrator,  telling  us  a  variety  of  anecdotes  with 
that  earnestness  and  attempt  at  mimicry  which 
we  usually  find  in  the  wits  of  the  metropolis. 
Dr.  Johnson  went  with  me  to  the  cathedral  in 
the  afternoon.  It  was  grand  and  pleasing  to 
contemplate  this  illustrious  writer,  now  full  of 
fame,  worshipping  in  "  the  solemn  temple  *'  of 
his  native  city. 

I  returned  to  tea  and  coffee  at  Mr.  Peter 
Garrick*8,  and  then  found  Dr.  Johnson  at  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Seward's,  canon  residentiary, 
who  inhabited  the  bishop's  palace,  in  which 
Mr.  Walmesley  lived,  and  which  had  been  the 
scene  of  many  happy  hours  in  Johnson's  earlv 
life.  Mr.  Seward  had,  with  ecclesiastical  hospi- 
tality and  politeness,  asked  me  in  the  morninp:, 
merely  as  a  stranger,  to  dine  with  him  ;  and  m 
the  afternoon,  when  I  was  introduced  to  him, 
he  asked  Dr.  Johnson  and  me  to  spend  the 
evening,  and  sup  with  him.  He  was  a  genteel, 
well-bred,  dignified  clergyman,  had  travelled 
with  Lord  Charles  Fitzroy,  uncle  of  the  pre- 
sent Duke  of  Grafton,  who  died  when  abroad, 
and  he  had  lived  much  in  the  great  world.  He 
was  an  ingenious  and  literary  man,  had  pub- 
lished an  edition  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher, 
and  written  verses  in  Dodsley's  collection.  His 
lady  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Hunter,  John- 
son 8  first  schoolmaster.  And  now,  for  the  first 
time,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  celebrated 
daughter,  Miss  Anna  Seward,  to  whom  I  have 
ainoe  been  indebted  for  many  civilities,  as  well 
as  some  obliging  conmiunications  concerning 
Johnson. 

Mr.  Seward  mentioned  to  us  the  observations 
which  he  had  made  upon  the  strata  of  earth  in 
volcanos  ;  from  which  it  appeared,  that  they 
were  so  very  different  in  depth  at  different 
periods,  that  no  calculation  whatever  could  be 
made  as  to  the  time  required  for  their  forma- 
tion. This  fully  refuted  an  anti-mosaical  re- 
mark introduced  into  Captain  Brydone's  en- 
tertaining tour ',  I  hope  heedlessly,  from  a  kind 
of  vanity  which  is  too  common  in  those  who 
have  not  sufficiently  studied  the  most  important 
of  all  subjects.  Dr.  Johnson,  indeed,  had  said 
before,  independent  of  this  observation,  "  Shall 
all  the  accumulated  evidence  of  the  history  of 
the  world  —  shall  the  authority  of  what  is  un- 
questionably the  most  ancient  writing,  be  over- 
turned by  an  uncertain  remark  such  as  this  ?  " 

On  Monday,  March  25.,  we  breakfasted  at 
Mrs.  Lucy  Porter's.  Johnson  had  sent  an  ex- 
press to  Dr.  Taylor's,  acquainting  him  of  our 
being  at  Lichfield,  and  Taylor  had  returned  an 
answer  that  his  post-chaise  should  come  for  us 
ihia  day.  While  we  sat  at  breakfast,  Dr.  John- 
son receive<l  a  letter  by  the  post,  which  seemed 
to  agitate  him  very  much.  When  he  had  read 
it,  be  exclaimed,  "  One  of  the  most  dreadful 


>  In  Sicllr  and  MalU.     The  remark  waa  that  the  strata  of 
lava  ttvm  Mount  Etua  exhibited  a  series  going  back  beyond  i 
thr  Motaical  date  of  the  Creation.  —  Crokbh. 

s  He  died  imddaUn  before  his  father's  door  in  the  Borough 


things  that  has  happened  in  my  time."  The 
phrase  my  time,  like  the  word  age,  is  usually 
understood  to  refer  to  an  event  of  a  public  or 
general  nature.  I  im^ned  something  like  an 
assassination  of  the  kin^  —  like  a  gunpowder 
plot  carried  into  execution  —  or  lUce  another 
fire  of  London.  When  asked,  **  What  is  it, 
Sir  ?  "  he  answered,  "  Mr.  Thrale  has  lost  his 
otAj  son  !  "  *  This  was,  no  doubt,  a  very  great 
affliction  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale,  which  their 
friends  would  consider  accordingly  ;  but  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  intelligence  of  it  was 
communicated  by  Johnson,  it  appeared  for  the 
moment  to  be  comparatively  small.  I,  how- 
ever, soon  felt  a  sincere  concern,  and  was 
curious  to  observe  how  Dr.  Johnson  would  be 
affected.  He  said,  "This  is  a  total  extinction 
to  their  family,  as  much  as  if  they  were  sold 
into  captivity.'  Upon  my  mentioning  that 
Mr.  Thrale  had  daughters,  who  might  inherit 
his  wealth :  "  Daughters !"  said  Johnson,  warmly, 
"  he'll  no  more  value  his  daughters  than  — "  I 
was  going  to  speak.  **  Sir,  *  said  he,  "  don't 
you  know  how  you  yourself  think?  Sir,  he 
wishes  to  propagate  his  name."  In  short,  I 
saw  male  succession  strong  in  his  mind,  even 
where  there  was  no  name,  no  family  of  any 
long  standing.  I  said,  it  was  lucky  he  was  not 
present  when  this  misfortune  happened.  John- 
son.  "  It  is  lucky  for  me.  People  in  distress 
never  think  you  feel  enough."  Bosweix.  "And, 
Sir,  they  will  have  the  hope  of  seeing  you, 
which  will  be  a  relief  in  the  mean  time ;  and 
when  you  get  to  them,  the  pain  will  be  so  far 
abated,  that  they  will  be  capable  of  being  con- 
soled by  you,  wnich,  in  the  first  violence  of  it^ 
I  believe,  would  not  be  the  case."  Johnson. 
"  No,  Sir ;  violent  pain  of  mind,  like  violent 
pain  of  body,  must  be  severely  felt."  Boswell. 
"  I  own.  Sir,  I  have  not  so  much  feeling  for  the 
distress  of  others,  as  some  people  have,  or  pre- 
tend to  have  :  but  I  know  tnis,  that  I  would 
do  all  in  my  power  to  relieve  them."  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  it  is  affectation  to  pretend  to  feel  the 
distress  of  others  as  much  as  they  do  themselves. 
It  is  equally  so,  as  if  one  should  pretend  to  feel 
as  mucu  pain  while  a  friend's  leg  is  cutting  off, 
as  he  does.  No,  Sir ;  you  have  expressed  the 
rational  and  just  nature  of  sympathy.  I  would 
have  gone  to  the  extremity  of  the  earth  to 
have  preserved  this  boy." 

He  was  soon  quite  calm.  The  letter  was 
from  Mr.  Thrale's  clerk,  and  concluded,  "  I 
need  not  say  how  much  they  wish  to  see  you 
in  London.'  He  said,  "  We  shall  hasten  back 
from  Taylor's." 

Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  and  some  other  ladies  of 
the  place  talked  a  great  deal  of  him  when  he 
was  out  of  the  room,  not  only  with  veneration, 
but  affection.  It  pleased  me  to  find  that  he 
was  so  much  beloved  in  his  native  city. 


23d  March,  1776.  There  seems  to  hare  been  In  the  Thrale 
familr  a  tendency  to  disease  of  the  head.  Mr.  Thrale  him- 
self died  of  apoplexy,  and  several  of  his  children  appear 
to  have  died  of  hydrocephalus.  —  Ceokir,  1847. 
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Mrs.  Aston,  whom  I  bail  seen  the  preceding 
iii^lifi  and  Ler  sister,  Mrs.  Gastrol,  u  wiiiow 
hiSy,  hixd  ofich  a  houses  a  garden,  and  jjlcaaure- 
groiintl,  prt'llily  sntualtid  um>n  Stowhill,  a 
gentle  eminence  adjoining  to  Lichtiold.  John- 
son wiiiked  away  to  dinner  thereT  IeAvin»»  lue 
by  mysoir  without  any  apolon;y.  1  wondered 
nt  this  want  of  Ihitl  facility  of  manners,  from 
wlkic'h  a  man  htts  no  dilficnlty  tn  cftrr}'in^  a 
friend  to  ?*  lunJHe  where  he  is  intimate ;  I  j'elt 
it  vt^ry  un[ile:)^ant  to  be  thus  leil  iji  solitude 
in  a  t.ountrj  town,  where  I  was  an  entire 
striuiger,  und  he^'im  tx)  think  myself  unkindly 
deserted ;  but  I  was  t^oon  relieved,  and  con- 
vinced that  my  friend,  instead  of  being  defi- 
cietvt  in  delicacy,  ha*l  conducted  the  matter 
with  perfect  propriety,  for  1  received  the  fol- 
lowing note  in  his  handwriting :  — 

••  Mr%.  Gastrel,  at  the  lower  house  on  Stowhill, 
diesiri^  Mr.  Boswell's  company  to  dinner  at  t«ro." 

I  ru?ceptcd  of  the  invitation,  and  had  here 
another  prtx>f  how  amiable  his  character  was 
in  the  opmion  of  those  who  knew  him  best.  I 
waa  not  informed,  till  afterwards,  that  Mrs. 
Gastrefa  husband  was  the  clergynwm  who, 
while  he  lived  at  Stratford*upon-Avon,  where 
he  was  proprietor  of  Shakspcare's  parden,  with 
Grothic  barbarity  cut  down  his  inidl»erry-tree  ', 
ami,  H6  Dr.  Johnson  told  me,  <lid  it  to  vex  hia 
neighbours.  Ilis  lady,  1  have  reason  to  believe, 
on  the  sutne  authority,  participated  in  the  guilt 
of  what  the  enthuaiasts  of  our  immortal  bard 
deem  idmost  a  species  of  sacrilege. 

After  dinner  Dr.  Johnson  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Thrale  on  the  deftth  of  her  son  :  — 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS,  THRALE. 

"  Hchflctd,  March  ».  1776. 

"  Deak  Madam, —  This  K'ttcr  will  not,  I  hope, 
rvaeh  YOU  m.inyday*  before  me;  in  a  distress  which 
tan  lw»  ho  little  relieved,  nothing  remains  for  a 
friend  hut  to  corae  ft»d  pat  take  it. 

**  l*cK»r,  dear,  sweet  little  boy  I  When  I  rvad  the 
letter  this  day  to  Mrs.  A^ton,  she  said,  *  Such  a 
death  b  the  next  tn  translation.*  Yet,  however  I 
may  codvinwr  myself  of  this,  the  tear*  !«re  in  my 
eyes;  and  yet  1  could  not  Ioto  him  bis  you  lovc<l 
hintt  nor  rvckan  upon  him  for  a  future  comfort  as 
you  and  his  father  reckoned  upon  him. 

**  He  is  gone,  and  we  arc  going  !  We  cnuld  not 
have  enjoyed  him  long,  and  ^hall  not  long  be  sepn* 
rated  from  him.  He  has  probably  esrcaped  many 
such  pangs  .-m  you  are  now  feeling. 

•♦  Vottiing  remains  but  that  with  humble  con- 
fidence we  re?»i|e;Ti  ourselves  to  Almighty  Got>dnc«, 
and  f.dl  down,  without  irreverent  murmurs^  before 
the  Siverei-fn  Distributor  of  Good  und  Kvil,  with 
hope  that  though  sorrow  enduretl)  for  a  night,  yet 
joy  mny  come  in  the  rauruinjif. 

*•  I  have  known  you,  Madam,  too  long  to  thiuk 
lliat  you  want  any  arguments  for  submissjon  Xq  the 


tisrh:. 
thr  I 
tdlUoi. 


''-   f^^Jlr^•!•• 
out  of 


Supreme  Will ;  nor  can  my  oon«w)latian  how  any 
ctfect,  hut  that  of  showing  that  1  wiili  to  comfort 
yo«.  What  crtn  be  done  you  rau^t  do  for  yourwlf. 
Remember,  tiiftt,  that  your  child  is  hoppy  ;  and 
then,  that  he  is  &afe,  not  only  from  the  ifU  cjf  this 
world,  but  from  tijose  more  formidable  disngcr* 
which  extend  their  mischief  to  cterairy,  Yai»  have 
brought  into  the  world  a  rational  being  ;  have  &e«n 
him  happy  during  the  little  life  that  has  be«n 
grunted  to  tuui ;  and  can  have  no  dijuht  but  that 
his.  huppine*^  is  now, 

"  When  you  have  ohtnincd  by  prayer  web  tjnui- 
quiliity  as  nature  will  admit,  force  >uur  attention, 
as  you  can,  upon  your  accustomed  duties  uud  aie- 
customed  enlertoinmentv  You  can  do  no  more 
for  our  dear  boy.  but  you  must  not  iherefore  think 
le^s  on  those  whom  your  attention  may  matke  fitter 
ior  the  place  to  which  he  is  gone.  1  am,  deamt, 
dearest  Madam,  your  most  affect ionatc  humbile 
servant,  Sam.  Jouksdm,"] 

—  LeUer$. 

I  sold  this  loss  woidd  be  Tery  distressing  to 
Thralc,  but  she  would  soon  forget  it,  as  she 
had  so  many  things  to  think  of.  JoUKtiOir. 
":No.  Sir,  Tfirale  will  forget  it  first.  She  boa 
many  things  that  she  ruat/  ihink  of.  ffe  has 
many  things  that  he  mtut  think  of."  Tlii*  waa 
a  very  just  remark  tipttn  the  different  eflects 
of  those  light  pursuits  which  occupy  a  vacant 
and  easy  mind,  and  tho!»e  serioua  eojiriigeniettts 
which  arrest  attention,  and  keep  us  tVom 
brooding  over  ^rrlef. 

He  observed  of  Lord  Bute,  "It  was  eaid 
uf  Auguiftus,  that  it  would  have  been  bctt*»f 
for  Rome  that  he  had  never  been  born,  or  had 
never  died.  So  it  would  have  been  better  for 
this  niition  if  Lord  Bute  had  never  been  mi- 
nister, or  had  never  resigned.** 

In  the  evening  we  went  to  the  Town-hall, 
which  wQs  converted  into  a  temporary  iheutre, 
and  saw  "  Theodosius,"  with  "  The  Str.irfuni 
Jubilee,**  I  was  happy  to  see  Dr.  John^cm 
sitiing  in  a  conspicuous  part  uf  Ihe  pit*  luvl 
receiving  atfeclionate  homage  from  idl  hin 
acquaintance.  We  were  quite  gay  and  miirry. 
I  afterwards  mentioned  to  him  thut  I  cc«i- 
d(»tiined  myself  for  being  so,  when  f»oc»r  Mr. 
aii<i  Mts,  'rhraie  were  in  such  distress.  Jonito 
SON.  "You  are  wrongs  Sir;  twenty  vrars 
hence  Mr.  and  JVlrs.  Tbrale  will  not  Hulfer 
much  pain  from  the  death  of  *'  ■-  -  -i  Now, 
Sir,  you  are  to  consider,  that  f  place 

aa  well  as  distance  of  time,  <  ^  [*i*u  the 

human  feelings.  1  would  not  have  you  bi-  gwv 
in  the  presence  of  tin;  di»tn^'S5ed,*bt*cansc  h 
would  shock  them ;  but  you  may  be  gay  at  a 
distiinoe.  Tain  for  tim  loss  of  a  frieml,  or  of  a 
relation,  whom  we  love,  is  oc:cas5oned  bv  this 
want  which  wc  feel.  In  time  the  vac'uity  i« 
filled  with  something  else;  or  sometiiuesthc 
vacuity  closes  op  of  it.wlf." 

Mr.  Seward  and    Mr.  Pearson  ^   mnoiher 


I 
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eonliality;  wid  Johnston  Honn  ^nve  him  the 
HAcrie  sua  uocouut  of  their  sohoolietlow*  Cf>n- 
j;i\' v<%  t hnt  he  had  gi veil  (o  Mr,  Hector  ;  nddi ug 
u  remark  of  sur-h  moment  lo  the  rational  conduct 
of  u  limn  in  the  decline  of  llfo,  thiit  it  deserves 
Uy  l>H  inipriuted  lijMin  every  luiud:  *'  T/wre  t* 
nothing  aguiunt  which  an  old  man  shonld  he  no 
ruuvk  upon  hin gnard a^  putting  hiimdf  to  fiur«e>*^ 
Idiiiuiieruhlc  have  been  the  meluJieholy  in- 
stances of  men  once  distinguishud  for  iirmneg^-j 
rii^olutiont  and  spirit,  who  in  their  hitter  tlnyn 
have  iMien  jjoverncd  like  children,  by  interested 
temalc  artitiee. 

Dr.  Taylor  eommendcd  a  physician'  who 
wan  known  lo  him  and  Dr.  Johnson,  and  said, 
'♦  1  fijrht  many  battles  for  him,  as  many  petiple 
in  the  eoiinlry  dislike  him."  Johnsok,  **  But 
ytai  should  consider^  Sir,  that  by  every  one  of 
your  victories  he  is  a  loser  ;  for  every  man  of 
whom  you  gel  tlje  better  will  he  very  angry,  and 
resoh'c  not  to  employ  him  ;  whereas  if  people 
liet  the  better  of  you  in  argument  about  hiuit 
they  'U  think,  *  We  'U  send  tor  Dr.  [Butter] 
nevertheless.'  "  This  was  aa  observation  deep 
and  sure  in  human  nature- 
Next  day  we  talked  of  a  book '  in  which  an 
eminent  judge  was  arraigned  before  the  bar  of 
the  public,  as  having  pronounced  an  unjust 
decision  in  a  threat  cause.  Dn  Johnson  main- 
tained that  thi^  publication  would  not  give 
any  uneasiness  to  the  judge.  "  For,"  said  he, 
**  either  he  acted  hone«itly,  or  he  meant  tu  do 
injustice.  If  he  acted  honestly,  his  own  con- 
Heiousne5.4  will  protect  him ;  if  be  meant  to  do 
injustice,  he  will  be  ^lud  to  see  the  man  who 
attacks  him  so  much  vexed." 

Next  day  [Wednesday,  March  27.],  aa  Dr* 
Johnson  hud  acquainted  Dr.  Taylor  of  the 
reason  for  his  returning  speedily  to  London,  it 
wajj  resolved  that  we  should  net  out  after 
dinner.  A  i\^w  of  Dr.  Taylor'a  neighbours  were 
his  2ue-3(s  that  day. 

l)r,  JoluiHon  talked  with  approbation  of  one 
who  had  attained  to  the  state  of  the  philofio* 
phical  wise  man,  that  is,  to  have  no  wimt  of 
.any  thing,  *'  Then,  Sir,"  said  I,  ^"^  the  savage 
is  a  wise  man/*  "Sir,"  said  he,  "I  do  nut 
mean  simply  being  without,  —  but  not  having 
a  want."  1  mainlainetJ,  against  this  proposi- 
tion, that  it  was  better  to  have  fine  clothes, 
f«*r  instance,  than  not  to  feel  the  want  of  them. 
JonxsoN.  '*No,  Sir  J  fine  clothe.^  are  goiid 
only  as  they  supply  the  want  of  other  means 
of  i)rocurino:  respect.  Was  Chorlc*  the  Twelfth, 
think  you,  less  respected  for  hi.i  coarse  blue 
mat  and  black  stock  ?  And  you  find  the 
King  of  Prussia   dresses  plaiuj  because  the 


•  Dr.  nuUiT,  wlio  nfrvrwArilt  tntt)v  to  practlw  \n  Loi>)Jrin» 
muil  Attt-uAt-ti  J'thnvia  in  hl«  lut  lllncM.    tl#  died  ia  Mikrcb 

I- ton  to  Lord  IVIminadd  on  llir 


"  U  li 


occaiJon,  to  h^vc  b««ii  cnmrnon 


to  haTC  bwn  «  fnvourlto  word  of  hl«. 
It,"  hfi  »(d  lo  Mf».  P*o*xl,  "  iur  II  ndi 


dignity  of  his  ch.^ractc^  is  sufficient.*'  I  Iwre 
brouy;Iit  myself  into  a  scrape,  for  1  hettdlcssly 
s.iid,  "Would  not  ynu,  Sir,  be  Ihe  l>eller  for 
velvet  embroidery?"  Johsjsojio  "Sir,  you 
put  an  end  to  all  argument  when  you  introduoe 
your  opfionent  himself.  Have  you  nr»  bett43T 
munncra}'  Thexc  h  your  uant"  ^  I  .i.rt-J,Mri^..,^ 
by  saying,  I  had  mentioned  him  a?  i> 

of  one  who  wanted  as  little  ua  any  r  m 

world,  and  yet,  perhaps,  might  receive  same 
Miiditional  lustre  tmiu  dress. 

Having  left  Ashbourne  in  the  • 
stopjied  to  change  horses  at  Derby,  I 

ourselves  of  a  moment  to  enjoy  the  <  i 

of  my  countrjman,  Dr.  Butter,  th<  ,, 

there.  He  was  in  great  indigaatum  r»c«:iu?e 
Lord  Mountstuart's  bill  for  a  Scotcli  militia 
had  been  lost.  Dr.  Johnson  vtha  as  vi(»l«fni 
against  it.  "  I  am  glad,"  said  he,  **  that  pArfui- 
ment  has  had  the  spirit  to  throw  it  out.  You 
wanted  to  take  advantage  of  the  timtdit;  of 
our  scoundrels"  (meunlug,  I  fudjmxsc.  iIjc 
ministry).  It  may  be  observed,  that  ne  use<J  the 
epithet  tcoundreJ^  very  commonlv,  nM  'jutfr*  fit 
the  sense  in  which  it  is  generally  '  ', 

but  as  a  stron^  term  of  disappi 
when  he  abruptly  answered  Mrs.  ItxiuJ':,  why 
had  asked  him  liow  he  did,  **  Rexidy  lo  bct^ine 
a  scoundrtd,  iladam;  with  a  little n^-^  =''  ,rr 

you  will,  I  think,  make  me  a  com[)l 
he  meant,  easy  to  become  a   cap  i 

self-iH<lijtrr<iit  valetudinarian  ;  a  tl  r 

which  1  have  heard  hitn  express  gn : 

,Tt>hnaon  had  with  him  upon  thi-  i ' 

Palmpriiio  d' hhghilterra^'  a  romant    '. 
Cervantes;  but  did  not  like  tt  much.    H< 
he  read  it  for  the  language,  byway  of  p.   ; 
ration  for  bis  Italian  ex[jedition.     We  lay  tlii;* 
night  at  Loughborough. 

On  Thursday,  March  28.,  v  '        r 

journey.    1  mentioned  that  i 

complained  of  the  ingratittxdr  > 
burne and  General  Fraser,  whit  1  i  i 

obliged  to  him  when  they  were  ynui-,,  ... ,,.,  ^i* 
men  entering  upon  life  in  England.  Juiixsox. 
"  Why,  Sir,  a  man  is  very  apt  to  complain  of 
the  ingratitude  of  those  who  have  nsen  fkr 
above  him.  A  man,  when  he  gete  into  a  higher 
sphere,  into  other  habits  of  life,  cannot  keen  up 
all  his  former  connexions.  Then,  Sir.  riv»«; 
who  knew  him  formerly   upon   a    ^  h 

themselves,  may  think  that  they  O'  » 

be  treatc<l  as  on  a  level,  which  extnii  t 

an   acquaintiince   in  a   tbrmer   siri 
bring  out  tilings  which  it  would  U-  -ki  \  m^- 
:igreeahle  to  have  mentioned    before    Ibigher 
company,  though,  perhaps,  every  body  koowi 


\ 


4 


o>»n  not  lo  Iki  •  tctrHndrtt."  A' 
lUcd  tn  «aVi  tliiAt"  A  mail  wint  .* 
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of  thuni/'  lit*  ptuecd  this  subject  in  a  new 
lijpbl  lo  MK\  ami  showed,  tliut  u  if  i*  ^«^^"'  '■  >- 
n«»^n  ill  the  worJd  must  not  l>c  ci 
Imwhly  for  biMiijf  distiuit  to  forin 
mnce,  even  though  hu  tiiuj  huve  been  much 
obUged  10  thciu.  1 1  IK,  no  datibt,  to  bo  wlsheil, 
lliat  a  proper  degree  of  attention  should  be 
ihown  by  cx'eat  tntfti  to  their  e:irly  friemls. 
Hut  if,  either  iVom  obtuse  iiiMi'tisiibility  to 
difr**!rehce  of  sifurttion,  or  presumptuous  for- 
wardness, which  will  not  subujit  even  to  nn 
exterior  observance  of  it,  the  difi^iitjr  of  hi^^h 
Jilat'O  ranuot  l>^  preverv(?d,  when  they  are 
admitted  into  Uie  company  of  those  raised 
utti.^i.  tt,..  ^«rn..  ly  which  they  once  were, 
f  fi  (  Ih!  rei>elh.M|,  >md  the  Iciniler 

fn'  I.     To  Moe  of  the  very  for- 

te i  n  whom  I  huvc  mentioned,  namely, 

31 1  iiunie,  now  Lonl  Lou^^hlmrough, 

I  uuivl  d«»  ihe  justice  to  relate,  that  1  have  been 
ii«iiin?d  hv  '.mother  early  acouaintance  of  his, 
ol<i     !  'tlin,  who  asijlsteti  in  improving  his 

or  u,  t.h«t  he  t'nund  hini  very  gnitefuK 

jUmkisn,  1  : !.  '     '  ^ed  Upon  his 

elevation  wir  ua  tnc  gen» 

tlemiin  who  •  :'im|riam*ii  "I  iiiiii.  ] )r- Johu^on's 
reumrk  :w  to  I  he  jt-jilousy  entertained  of  our 
fricndiji  who  riae  fjw  above  u»  is  certainly  very 
jujrt-  By  tiiia  wiis  withered  the  early  friend- 
ship between  Charles  Townsbeiid  and  Aken- 
Hidi* ' ;  and  many  «imil^  Iiuitanocs  might  be 
oddueed. 

ilc  5yurL,  "  It  li  commonly  a  weak  mun  who 
marri'.-g  for  love."  We  then  talked  of  uuirry- 
ing  wonten  of  fortune;  :ind  I  mentioned  ft 
Roramon  ri'iuark,  thnt  u  man  miiy  be.  upon  the 
wl  I  '    r  by  mikrrying  a  wouum  with  a  very 

»ti  II,  because  a  woman   of  fortune 

Will  i>.*  jiio[»ortionably  expensive ^  whereas  a 
woiniin  who  brings  uone  will  bo  very  moderatij 
ili  expenses.  Johksox.  *'  Depend  upon  if. 
Sir,  tlii»  ia  not  true.  A  woman  of  fortune, 
l-Lirwr  M<iu\  1.1  the  handling  of  money,  spend?  it 
Ijut  a  womun  who  t;elM  tlie  com- 
;  >ney  for  the  first  time  u[Hin  her 
marrta^,  hiu  hucIi  a  |fu<it  in  spending  it.  that 
the  th-fiiwt  if.  away  witli  great  profusion. 

!  <\  the  ladieu  of  tlic  present  a^e, 

Ir.  they  were  moi-c  faithful  to  their 

hiwijoud--,  and  more  virtuous  in  every  respect, 
tJtAia  in  A»rinor  times,  IjocBUMe  their  uuderMUuid- 
wcrc  better  cultivated.     It  was  an  un- 

jAiUstX  proi)f  of  his  njood  sense  and  good 
lion,  lliat  he  wius  never  qucruhius,  never 
tn  inveigh  Jigainst  the  pre*<cnt  time>,  na 


of  'V''-wrti«r1<(!>  !\w\  f\f  Mr-  IVI- 


Lt  SO  common  when  superficial  minds  arc  on 
fill.  r...r  iJii  il.N  <..nfi  -IV,  he  wu«  willing  to 
II  age  ;  and,  indeeii, 
;/  in  every  reapett, 
except  in  its  reverence  for  government;  tlic 
retfkxation  of  which  he  imputed,  ut»  it;*  grund 
cause,  to  the  shock  which  our  monarchy  rci'vived 
at  the  lievolutlon,  though  necq^sary ;  and, 
socontlly,  to  llie  l*Uui<l  concessions  made  to 
faction  by  successive  adminiifTrHritiuti  in  the 
reign  of  his  present  mujesty,  I  am  happy  to 
think,  that  he  lived  to  we  the  crown  at  laat 
recijver  its  ju^it  influence,  ^ 

At  Leicester  we  read  in  the  newapajMyr  th:it 
Dr,  James  wus  deiid.  1  thought  that  tJio  death 
of  an  old  school reljow,  and  one  with  whom  he 
hiid  lived  u  goorl  deal  iu  London,  woujil  have 
ali*ecte<l  my  iellow-traveller  much  ;  but  he  only 
said,  **  Ah  I  poorJumy!"^  Ailcrwards,  how- 
ever, when  we  were  in  the  chaise,  he  eaid,  wilh 
more  teudcnicss,  "  Since  I  f*et  out  on  thld 
jnutit,  I  have  lo'^'t  an  ohi  friend  and  a  young 
one  ;- —  Dr.  James  and  poor  Harry  "  (uiuaniug 
Mr.  Thrale*3  son). 

Having  laiu  at  St.  Alban's  on  Thursday, 
March  28.,  we  brenkfusted  the  next  morning 
at  Barnei.  1  exprcs'^cil  to  him  a  weakucss  of 
mind  which  I  could  not  helj>;  an  uneasy  ap- 
prehension that  my  wife  and  children,  who  wrrc 
at  u  great  distance  from  me,  uii'dit,  perhaps,  bo 
ill.  **Sir,'*  said  he,  "consider  how  fooltf^h  vou 
would  think  it  in  Ihem  to  1«  apprehensive  that 
you  are  ill.'*  This  sudden  turn  relit:ved  mc  tor 
the  moment  ^  but  1  afterwartls  jterceivod  it  to 
l>e  an  ingcniou.?  fallacy.*  1  might,  I*)  lie  sure, 
be  eatisficd  that  they  had  no  reason  to  be  ap- 
prehensive about  me,  because  1  knew  that  I 
mysell'wiLS  well :  but  we  might  have  a  mutual 
anxiety,  without  the  charge  of  folly  ;  because 
each  waa,  in  some  degree,  unecrtam  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  oilier. 

1  enjoyed  the  luxury  of  our  tiippro:u;h  t^ 
London,  that  metro|Mjtlis  which  we  both  loved  so 
much,  for  the  high  and  varied  intetleclual  plea- 
sure which  it  furnishes.  I  exiierJonced  imm^?- 
diate  happiness  while  whirled  along  witb  such 
a  companion,  and  &aid  to  him,  '*  5!>ir,  you  ob- 
served one  day  at  General  Oglethor|ie*»  that  a 
man  is  never  happy  for  the  prcAcnt,  but  when 
he  U  drunk.  Will  yon  not  add  —  or  when 
driving  rapidly  in  u  post-chaise  ?  "  John^misi. 
'*No,  Sir,  y  '  iviug  rapidly  frmn  some- 

thing, or/"  *'* 

Talking  u.  ;... auly,  he  said,  ^'Somemcti, 

and  very  thiuktng  men  too,  have  not  thosi* 


*  Surwlv  it  !•  ni)  ratlw:r«  biit  *  Mtitul  mid  rmt^mul  arfti. 


Ti.T 


^  Mjtnitir 
'  \f  lu  t774 
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vexing  fJioughte.'  Sir  Joshua  Keynolds  is  the 
stunt*  ull  the  year  round.  Benuclerk^  except 
when  ilt  amil  in  pain,  is  the  same.  But  I  be- 
lieve most  men  have  thera  in  the  de^ee  ia 
which  th«*y  are  capable  of  having  Uieni.  If  I 
wero  iu  the  countrv,  and  were  distressed  b? 
that  mahuly,  I  woufd  force  mvself  to  tnke  a 
lM>ok  ;  nnd  every  time  I  did  it  \  shouhl  fiuti  it 
iheni^ien  Melancholy,  indeed,  should  be  di- 
vert lid  by  every  mejins  but  drinking." 

We  sropperl  at  Messieurs  Dillys,  booksellers 
in  the  Poultry  ;  from  whence  he  hurried  nwuy, 
in  ti  hiM'kney  eoach,  to  3Tr,  Thrale's  in  the 
Borough.  1  called  at  his  hou^e  iu  iheereniiijr, 
huvinj;  promised  to  acquaint  Mrs.  Williams  ot" 
hi»  wife  return  ;  when,  to  my  surprise,  I  touiul 
him  »ifr*mi|;  with  her  at  tea,  and,  as  I  thourrht, 
not  in  a  very  good  humour  :  tor,  it^eems,  when 
he  had  got  to  Mr.  Thrale's,  he  found  the  eoach 
was  »l  tlic  door  w.aitiiig  to  ciuTy  Mrs.  and  Ml?3 
Thrale,  and  Si^nor  Baretti,  their  Italian  master, 
to  Balh,  This  was  not  showinjjr  the  attention* 
wIj it'll  mi^ht  have  been  expeeted  to  the  '*^uide, 

tihllosijpher,  and  friend;  the  /niMc  who  had 
in*tenod  from  the  country  to  console  a  dis- 
tressed mother,  who  he  understood  was  very 
anxious  for  his  return.  They  had,  I  found, 
without  eeremoiiy,  proceeded  on  their  journey. 
I  wius  glad  to  ur^derstanil  from  him  that  it  was 
still  resolved  that  his  tour  to  Italy  with  lilr. 
and  Mia.  lluide  should  take  place,  of  which  he 
had  entertained  soiue  doubt,  on  aecount  of  the 
h)S5  which  they  had  suffered;  and  his  doubts 
ftt'terwards  appeared  to  be  well  founded.  He 
observed,  indeed,  very  justly,  that  "  their  losg 
wjw  an  additional  reason  for  their  going  abroad; 
and  if  it  ha(i  not  been  fixed  that  he  :?houid  have 
been  one  of  the  party,  he  would  tbrce  them  out; 
but  be  woidd  not  advise  them  unless  his  advice 
wa?  ai<kcd,  lest  they  nw^hi  suspect  that  he  re- 
commended what  he  wished  on  bis  own  ac- 
eount."  1  was  not  pk-ased  that  his  intimaey 
widi  Mr,  Tlirale's  family,  though  it  no  doubt 
contributed  mueh  to  his  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment, was  not  without  some  degree  of  restraint : 
not,  as  hu»  been  "^ossly  suggested,  that  it  was 
required  of  him  as  a  task  to  talk  ior  the  en- 
tertainment of  them  and  their  company ;  but 
that  lie  was  not  quite  at  his  ea^e  :  which,  how- 
ever, might  partly  be  owing  to  his  own  honest 
pride  —  that  dignity  of  mind  wliieh  Ls  always 
jealous  of  appearin^^  too  compliant. 


t\\f.  It  li.u  bc*a  fambtlur  to  in'»  from  my  dilldlicuml :  fur  U 
I*  to  ttc  tciuiultt)  iho  "  Ptulini  In  Miire," uj«!tt  iu  thr  cliun-hc* 
(I  iMlteve  1  iihatM  wy  kirJkO  «'  Sco«l*uil,  FmI.  xIUI.  t*.%. 


f  down.  WT  tftvl  V 
•  Hh*Uh'<  ? 


I^nmf  TtfTnwnnrr  mtKT  Ttrt  dmiM  he  mnfji*  r<>r  i 


On  Sunday,  March  31,,  I  erdled  nn  him  and 
showed  him,  as  a  curiosity  whicli  1  Inid  dis- 
covered, his  "  Tranftlation  of  Loljo'a  AfM-ounl 
of  Abywinia,"  whit.h  Sir  John  Pringlc  hod  lent 
me,  it  being  then  little  known  am  one  of  his 
work*.  He  s^ai*},  "TiUte  no  notjee  of  it,"  or 
"Don*t  talk  of  it."  He  seem  '  '  1.  it  be- 
neath him,  thouifh  done  ut  m  f>ty.  1 
siiid  to  liim,  **  Your  htyle,  Su,  i-^  nmrli  int- 
provcd  since  you  translated  ihi-s."  lie  oniiwcjcil, 
with  a  sort  of  triumphant  smile,  "  Sir,  1  hopu 
itij*." 

On  Weilnesday,  April  S.,  in  tjie  morninj;,  I 
found  him  very  busy  puttinjj^  hw  books  in  urd^; 
and,  as  they  were  generally  very  old  o»vs 
clouds  of  dust  were  flying  arouutl  him.  He 
had  on  a  pair  of  hirge  gloves,  such  »*  hdl^cm 
use.     Ili.^  present  appearance  put  me  in  mind 


•J" 

lie 


with  wh(»lc 


of  my  uncie  Dr.  Boswell's  dcs4Tijitio]i  i^f  Idiii, 

'*  A  robust  genius,  boni  to  graj 

libraries." 

I  gave  him  an  iwcount  of  a  c^»nTor*iitioQ 
which  had  pa^iscd  bet^ireen  me  smd  CapUiiti 
Cook,  the  day  before,  at  dinner  f»f  sir  J->ha 
Pringle's^  ;  and  he  was  much  plea  ue 

conscientious  accura<^y  of  ihatct:  ir- 

eumnavigator,  who  set  me  right  as  to  many  of 
theexagtferatetl  accounts  given  by  Dr.  LIawkcj- 
worth  ol  his  voyag^c^.  I  told  him  that  while  f 
wa<i  with  the  captain  I  calched  the  enthuaia^m 
of  curiosity  and  adventure,  and  fdt  a  strong 
inclination  to  "o  with  him  on  his  next  voyage, 
Johnson.  '*  Why,  Sir,  a  man  *Ii>ct  feel  *«o,  lill 
ho  considers  how  very  little  he  can  learn  f^tw 
such  vovMge.«.**  BoswELL.  *^  But  one  Is  corri<*d 
aw»y  with  the  gtHieral,  grand,  ajjd  indistinct 
notion  of  a  voyage  rovxd  the  wobjj>."  *Tomx- 
sorf.  "  Ye<,  Sir,  but  a  man  is  to  guard  btinsdf 
against  taking  a  thing  iu  general "  1  <itld  I 
was  certain  tliat  a  great  part  of  it? 

told  bj  the  travellers  to  the  Soulli  ^  i- 

conjecture,  because  they  had  not  c  i.e 

language  of  those  countries  to  n :  -j 

much  n»  they  have  rebited.     01  i  i.t 

under  the  observation  of  the  sen-  ;  vo 

clearly  known;    but  every  ll  il, 

every  thing  abstract, — ^  pc»li  i«l 

religion, — must  be  darkly  gue>-t.i.  i  *i  ,m  ju.^ou 
was  of  the  same  opinion.  He  upon  anoUter 
occasion,  when  a  friend  mentioned  to  him  m.— 
veral  extnu->rdinary  facts,  as  conimunicalAiMl  to 
him  by  tlie  circumnavigators  %  slyly  al»»erve<l, 


tn  {;«n(<ni.t  a  •liupUcitj  snd  tmehem  alt  •■crcd  pof*f  ;  And  tn 
many  partk  Irs  tranafiuloa  U  fldmlnbl*. — BaHWCtx. 

1    Uu^    ..,' 


<iii    tud  mil    brt'li  vcrv  uiih  h   iii    r  iiiijN..^ 
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'*S5r,  1  never  before  knew  how  nuivh  I  waa  re- 
f|iocte«i  by  iheso  gentlemen  ;  they  told  mc 
none  of  theae  thiau;?*." 

He  bad  been  m  company  with  OmAi,  a 
native  of  one  of  the  Soutii  Sea  Islnnda,  after 
he  had  been  some  time  in  this  country,  lie 
Wiiif  struck  with  the  clejionee  of  his  behftviour, 
and  accounted  for  it  llms  :  "  Sir,  he  had  piissed 
his  time,  while  in  England,  only  in  the  beat 
coiiipj»ny ;  Bothat  all  that  he  had  acquired  of 
our  manners  w  ns  genteel.  As  a  proof  of  this, 
Sir,  Lord  Mul»iravc  and  he  tlinea  one  day  at 
Streathara  ;  they  aat  with  their  backs  to  the 
light  fronting  me,  so  that  I  eould  not  see  dis- 
tineiiy ;  and  th<.Te  was  so  little  oi^  the  savage 
in  Ouhii,  tbut  1  wstH  afraid  to  speak  to  cither, 
K'jut  I  should  mistake  one  for  the  other." ' 

Wc  aj!T«?«Hl  to  dine  to-dny  at  the  Mitre 
tavern,  after  the  rising  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
when.'  a  branch  of  the  litigation  concerning 
the  Uou^lof!  estate,  in  which  I  was  one  of  the 
counsel,  wns  U^  eonic  on.  I  brought  with  me 
Mr.  ilurray,  solicitor-general  of  Scotland, 
now  one  of  tin:  jndgei?  of  the  court  of  !«e«?*ion, 
with  the  titlt*  of  L*»rd  Henderland.  I  uicn- 
linfietJ  Mr,   Si»liri(<u'a  relation,  Lord  Charles 


Hi 


dth  wh»im  I  knew  Dr.  Johnson  hiid 


I 


» 


been  acquainteil.  Joiiwsos.  **  I  wrote  soiiie- 
Ihtng  ■''  for  Lord  Clnirles,  and  I  thought  he  had 
n«fthln^  to  fertr  from  a  court-martial.  I  suf' 
Icred  a  g^rcat  jojis  when  he  died;  be  was  a 
utighty  pleusing  man  in  conversation,  and  a 
lYOfling  man.  The  character  of  a  soldier  is 
Wgb.  They  who  .stand  forth  the  foremost  in 
dftnger,  for  the  community,  have  the  nM(pe<"l  •»f 
mankijid.  An  officer  is  much  more  respected 
tl:  Iter  man  who  him  little  money.     In 

II  d  country,  money  \?tll  nlways  pur- 

c'iifi^-  n  •^pi-.'t.  Hut  voii  fiml,  an  officer,  who 
bftt,  projH^rly  speaking,  no  monyy,  is  every 
wbtrc  well  received  and  treated  with  attention. 
'Hie  character  of  a  soldier  alwHVii  6tand»  litm 
ia  Jiwid.**  no*vfRu..  "  Vet,  Sir,  T  think  th;it 
oommoa  sotrUers  ore  worse  thonght  of  thin 
oth»T  mrn  In  tlm  xnnie  rank  of  life;  such 
3  t>?f.    **  Why,  Sir,  a  com- 

11.  a  very  gross  man,  und 

n  wlucli  j>r(M:ure«  respect  way  be 

I  d  by  grusiinesa.     A  man  of  learn- 

ing niAs  In'  »o  vicfous  or  so  ridiculoiiA  that  you 
ciumut  ff.'itpcct  him.  A  common  soldier,  toti, 
(*r»(rrally  *iat«  more  than  he  can  pay  for.  But 
when  a  cooituon  soldier  ia  civil  in  his  quarters, 


•■  Ttili  m'.cfit  prf1rij>»  ha»e  tjfwn 


1  mo4« )it*llr  latHtHitMd  to 

'\r    mrnibl&uca  between 

of  Twi'-^tl'ili*      ttf-dt*- 


«.    17^1  f   til   Mr.   CalrMR'i,   a    [nrt  .rial    fruiml    of   Lor.l 


his  red  coat  procures  him  a  degree  of  respecl.** 
The  peculiar  respect  paid  to  the  mUitary 
character  in  France  wju*  mentioned.  Uos- 
WKLL.  '*!  should  think  that  whare  militHry 
men  are  so  nunierons,  they  would  be  lc»8  valua- 
ble, aa  not  being  rare."  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir, 
wherever  a  particular  character  or  protcH^ion 
U  high  in  the  estimation  of  a  people,  tljosc 
who  are  of  it  will  be  viUued  above  other  men. 
We  value  an  Englishman  high  in  this  country, 
and  yet  K     '   '        i  are  not  rare  in  it,*' 

Mr.  M':  d  the  ancient  philosoj^hers 

for  the  caiMMMM  and  good  htwunnr  with  which 
those  of  different  sects  disputed  with  each 
olber.  JouNSON,  "  Sir,  they  diqmted  with 
goo<l  huniour,  because  they  were  not  in  eurnc^l 
as  to  religion.  Had  the  ancients  been  serious 
in  tbeir  belief,  we  should  not  have  hud  their 
goda  exhibited  in  the  maniHT  we  find  tlicm 
represented  in  the  poets.  The  people  wnuld 
not  huve  suHcred  it.  They  disrmtcd  with  ^f^^A 
humour  upon  their  fanciful  theories,  b' 
they  wexe  not  interested  in  the  truth  of  i 
when  a  man  has  noil  '     «•,  he  may  »m   in 

good  humour  with  1 1  ?.     Accordingly 

you  see,  in  Lucian,  lin  r,|Mi  unan,  who  :irg«te» 
only  negatively,  keep*?  his  temper;  the  htoie, 
who  luis  someth'mg  jxtsitive  to  preserve,  grows 
angry,*  Being  angry  wifh  on»i  who  eotiiru- 
verts  an  opinion  which  you  value^  is  a  neces- 
8Hrv  consequence  of  the  uneasiness*  which  you 
feel.  Every  man  who  attiickn  my  belief,  dimi- 
nishes in  some  degree  my  confidence  in  it,  and 
therefore  makes  me  uneai»y ;  und  1  am  ongry 
with  him  who  makes  me  unciisy.  'IIiobc  only 
who  believed  in  rcvelafion  huve  iM.'en  angry  at 
liuving  their  faith  called  in  ipjcstion  ;  becauiM^ 
they  (inly  had  something  upon  whieh  they 
eould  rest  lis  matter  ot  fact."  MnaRAT.  "  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  arc  not  angry  at  a  man 
for  controverting  an  opinion  whieh  we  l>elieve 
and  value;  we  rather  pity  him."  Joiinsok. 
"  >Vhy,  Sir,  to  In?  sure,  when  ymi  wish  a  man 
to  have  that  betief  whieh  you  think  in  of  in* 
finite  iidvsintiige,  you  wii^h  well  to  htm  ;  \t\ii 
vour  primary  consideration  is  your  own  qulf*t 
If  a  madman  were  to  come  into  this  room  with 
a  »tirk  in  lii*«  hand,  no  doubt  wc  should  jiity 
the  state  of  his  mind  ;  but  our  primary  eon* 
Bideration  would  be  to  tuf  ' 

W^e   slmtild   kniX'k  him 

him  afYerwards.  No,  Sii,  ^.•,^^x  i.*x...  ^,,>  -i.-- 
pute  with  great  gc»od  humour  upon  a  subject 


t*ti.7f1ri,  Ih.i    rtTil  ilit.'  of  lMI«  liH'.     t.rifil  rtiart-  *  tijif  ^nn* 


I^i-  JrlViuIri  lif  llie 

i,   Ktiliif  thR  fipt. 
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in  which  he  is  not  interested.  I  will  dispute 
very  calmly  upon  the  probability  of  anodicr 
man's  son  being  hanged ;  but  if  a  man  zea- 
lously eJilbrces  the  jjrobabillty  that  my  own 
son  will  be  banged,  I  ehall  certainly  not  be 
ill  a  very  good  humour  with  him."  I  added 
this  illustration :  "  If  a  man  endeavours  to  con- 
vince me  that  my  wife^  whom  I  love  xctj 
much,  and  in  whom  I  place  gtvnt  confidence,  is 
a  disiij:rrceahle  woman,  and  is  even  unfaithful  to 
me,  I  shall  be  very  angry,  for  he  h  putting  me 
in  fear  of  bein^  unhapny."  MtifiRAT.  "But, 
Sir,  truth  will  always  bear  an  examination/' 
Johnson,  **  Yejs,  Sir,  but  it  is  painful  to  be 
forced  to  defend  it.  Consider^  Sir,  how  should 
you  like,  though  conscious  of  your  innocence, 
to  be  tried  beibre  a  jury  for  a  capital  crime, 
onee  a  week." 

We  talked  of  education  at  great  schools ;  the 
advantages  and  disatl vantages  of  which  John- 
son displayed  in  a  luminous  manner ;  but  hig 
arguments  preponderated  so  much  in  favour 
of  the  bencht  which  a  boy  of  good  parts  might 
receive  at  one  of  them  \  that  I  have  reason  to 
believe  Mr.  Murray  was  very  much  influenced 
by  what  h  *  had  heard  to-day  in  his  determina- 
tion to  send  his  own  son  to  Westminster  school. 
I  have  acted  in  the  dame  manner  with  regard 
to  my  own  two  sons ;  having  placed  the  eldest 
at  Eton,  and  the  second  at  Westminster.  I 
cannot  say  which  ia  best.  But  in  justice  to 
both  those  noble  seminaries,  1  with  high  satis* 
faction  declare,  that  my  boys  have  derived  from 
them  a  great  deal  of  gooff,  and  no  evil :  and  I 
trust  Ihey  will,  like  Horace,  be  grateful  to 
their  fnther  for  giving  them  so  valuable  an 
education. 

1  introduced  the  topic,  which  is  often 
ignorantly  urged,  that  the  universities  of 
England  arc  too  rich  * ;  so  that  learning  doe.s 
not  llourihli  in  them  ns  it  would  do,  if  those 
who  tcacb  ha«l  sni:Uler  salaries,  and  depended 
on  their  assiduity  for  a  great  part  of  their 
income,  Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  very  reverse  of 
lhi»  is  the  truth ;  the  English  universities  are 
not  rich  enough.  Our  fellowships  are  only 
sufficient  to  support  a  nmn  during  his  studies 
to  fit  him  for  the  world,  and  accordingly  in 
general  they  are  held  no  longer  than  till  an 
opportunity  offers  of  getting  away.  Now  and 
Uien,  perhaps;,  there  is  a  fellow  who  grows  old 
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in  his  college;   bnt  this   in   against  his  will,' 
unless  he  be  a,  man  very  intlolent  indeed.     A 
hundred  a-year  is  reckoned  a  goo«i  fellowship, 
and  that  is  no  more  than  is  necessary  to  kei*p 
a  man  decently  as  a  scholar.    We  do  not  allow  i 
our  fellows  to   marry,   because  wc   constderj 
academiod    institutions   as  preparatory    tn 
settlement  in  the  world.     It  is  only  by  being 
employed  as  a  tutor,  that  a  fellow  can  obtain 
any  thing  more  than  a  livelihood.    To  Vm2  sure, 
a  man  who  has  enough  without  tencliing  will 
probably  not  teach ;  for  we  woidd  all  be  idle  if  j 
we  could.     In  the  same  mamier,  a  man  who  is 
to  get  nothing  by  teaching  will  not  exert  him- 
self.   Gresham  College  was  intended  an  a  place 
of  instniction  for  London ;  able  professors  were 
to  read  lectures  gratis  ;  ihey  contrived  to  have 
no  scholars ;  whereas,  if  they  had  lieen  allowed 
to  receive  but  sixpeuce  a  lecture  from  each 
scholar,  they  would  have  been  emulous  to  horc 
had  many   scholars.     Pivcry   body   will   ogT«e 
that  it  should  be  the  interest  of  those  whti 
teach  to  have  scholars  ;  and  this  is  the  case  in 
our  universities.     That  they  an'   t*.*^    n.  K    \^ 
certainly  not  true ;  for  they  havi 
enough  to  keep  a  man  of  eminent 
them  for  his  life.     In  the  foreign  univernaiGs  a 
professorship  is  a  high  thing.     It  is  as  much 
almost  as  a  man  can  make  by  his  learning :  and  I 
therefore  we  find  the  most  learned  men  aVrroad  | 
are  in  the  universities.     It  is  not  m  witli  us. 
Our  universities  are  impoverished  of  learning, 
by  the  penury  of  their  provision*-    I  wi»h  there 
were  many  nluces   of  a   thousand  a*ycar  at 
Oxford,   to   Keep   first-rate   men  of  Iru 
from  quitting  the  university.**     Undoubt 
if  this  were  the  crsc,  literature  would 
still  CTeater  dignity  and  sjilendour  at  Oxford,! 
and  tnere  would  be  grander  living  9ourcv<s  of 
instruction. 

I  mentioned  Mr.  Maclaunn*s  uneasiness  on  | 
accopnt  of  a  degree  of  ridicule  cordeftsly 
thrown  on  his  deceased  fatlier,  in  Goldsmith** 
*'  History  of  Animated  Nature,*'  in  whicli  that 
celebrated  mathematician  is  represt^nted 
being  subject  to  (its  of  yawnin_'  •   '  !it.  a*. 

to  render  him  incapable  of  pro  bij, 

lecture;  a  story  altogether  unfow  for 

the  publication  of  whicJithe  law  no 

reparation.^     This  le<l  us  to  agtta:  .     ...      ue»* 
tioli,  whether  legal  redress  could  be  c^btomod, 
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even  when  a  man's  d(»ceiiMMi  relation  vrus 
catumniatcd  in  a  puUicHtion.  Mn  MuiTsiy 
umtnt^Ded  there  should  bo  reparation,  unlc-wi 
the  author  could  justity  Limsclf  by  proving  th*? 
fact*  JoiorsoK,  "  Sir,  it  13  of  «o  much  more 
crroi^cqaeDce  that  truth  should  bo  told,  than 
thiit  individufUa  shoidd  not  be  made  uneiwy, 
timt  it  IS  much  better  that  tiie  law  dtJiw  not 
ruHtrain  writing  freely  coneemiufr  the  diarac- 
tew  of  the  death  Duxnaires  will  be  given  to  n 
man  who  is  cidumniate'l  in  \m  lifetime,  because 
ho  may  Ik:  hurt  in  his  worldly  iutereal,  or  at 
least  hurt  in  his  uiiml :  but  the  law  ihniA  not 
regard  that  uneusiueM  whieh  a  man  fed:}  on 
biiVLUg  Ills  ancestor  calumniated.  That  is  tcKt 
nice.  Let  him  deny  what  is  *aid,  and  let  the 
matt4^r  have  ii  (air  cbanc<.'  by  dit^cussion.  Ifut 
if  u  man  could  t^uy  nothing  against  a  character 
but  what  he  can  prove,  history  could  not  l>e 
written  ;  for  a  great  deiU  is  known  of  men  of 
which  prtxif  CAtmot  be  brought.  A  minister 
may  Ik:  notoriously  known  to  take  bribes,  and 
yet  you  may  not  bo  able  to  prove  it."  Mr. 
Murray  suggested  that  the  author  bhouhl  be 
obliged  to  tfhow  »f*nie  sort,  of  evidence^  Uiougb 
would  not  require  a  strict  legal  proof;  but 
UMxi  tirmly  and  resolutely  opposed  any 
traint  whatever,  as  adverse  to  a  free  inves- 
ti)C»iioQ  of  the  chjirocters  of  mankind/ 


$m\]r'T.  wil't  M  It  tli"  \>f>>\>r„'l..r  i.fEti.'  \M<r\.  upon  MM«p|illnl 
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CHAPTER  LV, 
1776. 

Popinh  CarrufttiffKi,  —  LirtntKi  St*k**^  —  Settuetian, 
— **  Jack    Eilii."*  —  Gitmtmg.  —  Canl-fJuymt/.  — 

Cor.---  ■'  '''"  ':'  ■  '  i\i>  of  (J0urif. —  BnjfjarK, 
—  ''  —  Joaqth  Simpum.  <— 

'*  Livai,"  «--  f*ray,  —  Jkfn^ittt.  —  Afii»w. —  Tk§ 
BeriKUfK.^  Lard  LytUUtm.^-*^  Tht  SpefUttor.'" — 
Dr,  i?«rry»  —  Dinner  at  Gtnrrni  Piio/i'*,  —  ••  AM 
Dntfiffer,"^  ftafy. —  71* e  MoHtrrmnrtm. —  Afri- 
ca/ Tranahttitm,  —  Art  of  Print in^t  —  EdMciition 
of  the  PffTjtU,  —  ThoMtiKtH  —*'JJtiUibrttM."^  l^r. 
poK  of  Tragedjf. — **  Othrttu." -~  John  D$nui*,— 
Swaaring.    —    Wint-drinking.    ^    Cttmbmhwt4 

On  Thursday,  4th  April,  having  called  on  Dr, 
Johnson,  I  5aid,  it  waa  a  pity  that  ixuth  wa« 
not  m  firm  as  to  bid  defiance  to  oil  attackn, 
»o  that  it  might  be  shot  at  an  much  U3  peujUe 
chose  to  attempt,  and  yet  remain  unhurt.  Jom>- 
fioN.  ^'Then,  Sir^  it  would  not  be  shot  at.  No* 
bcM.ty  attempts  to  disjiutc  that  two  and  two 
make  four :  but  with  contests  concerning 
moral  truth,  human  passions  are  generally 
mixed,  and  therefore  it  must  be  ever  liable  to 
Oi^ault  and  misrepresentation." 

On  Friday,  5lh  April,  being  Good  Friday, 
aller  huviD;g;  attended  the  morning  service  at 
St.  Clement's  church,  I  walked  home  with  John* 
son.  We  talked  of  the  Koman  Catholic  religion. 
JoHSisoii.  "  In  the  barbarous  ages,  Sir,  prichts 
and  peojile  were  cfiually  deceived  :  but  after- 
wards there  were  gro?^  corrupti«ms  introduced 
by  the  clergy,  such  a«  indulgences  to  Tiricst«i  to 
have  concubines,  and  the  worship  o(  ima*,'es : 
not,  indeed,  tnculcaUKl,  but  knowingly  p*'r- 
mittcd.*'    He  strongly  censured  the  licensed 
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«tewa  at  Rome.  Boswelu  "  So  tlien,  Sir, 
you  would  allow  of  uo  irrceular  intercourse 
whatever  between  the  sexes  Y  JoffNsoN.  "  To 
be  aiii'c  1  would  not,  Sir.  I  would  puiu!»1i  it 
muoh  mf»re  ihan  it  is  done,  and  so  restrain  it. 
In  uU  eouutries  there  has  been  fbrnteation,  oa 
in  all  counlncs  there  has  been  theft ;  but  there 
may  be  more  or  las  of  the  one,  as  well  ets  of 
the  other,  in  proportion  to  the  force  of  law* 
AU  men  will  naturally  eouuuit  fornication,  us 
all  men  will  naturally  «teftl.  And,  Sir,  it  is 
%'ery  absurd  to  urgue,  as  his  be<;n  oft^o  d»in«3, 
that  proslilutoH  are  neceastiry  to  prevent  the 
violent  elTecfii  of  appetite  from  viohvtinp  the 
deeent  order  of  life  ;  nay,  should  be  pcrmitteii, 
in  order  to  prei*ervu  the  chastity  ot  our  wives 
anil  dauj^hk-rs.  Depend  upon  )t»  Sir,  severe 
laws,  stea«rily  entoreed,  would  be  sufficient 
firrainst  those  evils,  and  would  r»romot*;  mai*- 
rmge. 

I  stated  to  him  thi«  ease :  —  "  Suppose  a  man 
ha?  ft  daughter,  who  he  knows  has  been  seduced, 
but  her  minfortiine  is  concealed  from  the  world, 
should  he  keep  her  in  his  house  ?  Would  he 
not,  by  doinir  so,  be  acccsaory  to  imposition  ? 
And,  perhaps,  a  worthy,  unsiLspecting  roan, 
nii^ht  come  and  marry  this  woman,  unless  the 
father  inform  him  of  the  truth/'  Jouns^on. 
*'  Sir,  he  b  iiccessory  to  no  inipositiou.  liis 
daughter  is  in  bis  house ;  and  if  a  pan  courts 
her,  he  takes  hia  chance.  If  a  friend,  or  indeed  | 
if  any  man,  asks  his  opinion  whether  he  should  ' 
marry  her,  he  ought  to  advise  him  against  it, 
without  telling  why,  because  his  reai  opinion  is 
thtiu  required.  Or»  if  he  has  other  daughters 
who  know  of  her  frailty,  he  ought  not  to  keep 
her  in  his  house.  You  are  to  consider  the  state 
of  life  is  tJiia ;  we  are  to  judge  of  one  another's 
characters  as  well  as  we  can ;  anrl  a  man  h  not 
bound  in  honesty  or  honour  to  tell  us  the  faults 
of  his  daughter  or  of  himself,  A  man  who  has 
debauched  his  friend*s  daughter  is  not  obliged 
to  say  to  every  body  —  '  Take  cait'  of  me ; 
don't  let  me  into  your  house  without  suspiciou. 
I  once  debauched  a  friend's  daughter.  1  may 
debauch  yourti/  " 

A[r.  Thrale  called  u[ion  liim,  and  appeared 
to  bear  the  lose  of  his  son  with  a  manly  com- 
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posure.  There  was  no  aflectation  n);<iut  him ; 
and  he  talked,  as  usual,  upon  indiilereul  sub- 
jects. Ue  seemed  to  me  to  hesitate  a^  to  the 
mtended  Italian  tour,  on  which,  I  llnttered 
myself,  he  and  Mi*8,  Thrale  and  Dr.  Johnson 
were  soon  to  set  out ;  and,  therefore,  I  pre«si*d 
it  as  much  as  I  could.  I  mentioned  that  Mr. 
Beauclerk  had  said,  that  liaretti,  whom  they 
were  to  carry  with  them,  would  keep  (hem  so 
lonfT  in  tbe  httlc  towns  of  hia  own  tiistricL,  that 
they  would  not  have  time  to  see  Home.  I 
mentioned  this  to  put  them  on  their  pruard. 
Johnson.  ^^  Sir,  we  do  not  thAnk  Mr.  Beau- 
clerk  for  supposing  that  we  ore  to  be  directed 
by  Baretti.  Ko,  ^ir ;  Mr.  Thrale  is  to  go,  by 
my  advice,  to  Mr.  Jackson  ^  (the  albkn<»winpj, 
and  get  from  him  a  plan  for  seeing  tlie  iuo«t 
that  c^n  l>e  seen  in  the  time  ihn  to 

travel.  We  mu,Ht,  to  be  sure,  see  J  li*s, 

Florence,  and  Venice,  and  as  murn  vunv  jvt 
we  can,"  (Speaking  with  a  tone  of  animation.) 

When  I  expressed  an  earnest  wiah  ibr  hij 
remarks  on  Italy,  he  said,  *'  I  do  not  see  rbat  1 
could  make  a  book  uf>on  Italy;  yet  I  should 
be  glad  to  get  two  hundred  pounds,  or  five 
hundred  pounds,  by  such  a  work/'  This  sliowed 
both  that  a  journal  of  his  lour  upon  the  con- 
tinent was  not  wholly  out  of  his  contemplAtion* 
and  that  he  uniformly  adhered  to  that  atrancu 
opinion  which  his  indolent  diBposiji^.n  Mmd«3 
hmi  utter;  "No  man  but  a  bt    '  '  ver 

wrote  except  for  money."    Numt  r  -e* 

to  refute  this  will  occur  to  all  wijn  nrc  wnsod 
in  ihe  history  of  literature. 

He  gave  us  one  of  the  many  skctcbes  of 
character  which  were  treasured  in  hii?  mind, 
and  which  he  was  wont  to  produce  quite  un- 
expectedly in  a  \^y  enteitaining  manner.  **  1 
lately,"  said  he,  "  received  a  letter  fixim  the 
East  Indies,  from  a  gentleman*  whom  X  for- 
merly knew  very  well ;  he  had  rettirned  frotn 
that  country  with  a  hamlaome  fortune,  as  it 
was  reckoned,  before  means  were  ft>und  to  ne- 
quire  those  immense  sums  which  have  Us*n 
brought  from  thence  of  late  :  he  was  a  s»<*holar, 
and  an  agrceuble  man,  and  lived  very  prettily 
in  London,  till  his  wife  died.  After  herdrath, 
he  took  to  di^ipatiou  and  gaming^  m\d  lu»4  uU 
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be  hiid.  One  evening  he  lo9t  a  thousand  pounds 
tr)  A  gt?ntleraftn  whose  name  I  ani  sorry  I  have 
for^jotlon.  Next  jnorning  he  st^nt  the  gentU^- 
man  ftv*i  hundred  |)Ound!*,  with  an  Apolopv  thai 
it  was  all  he  had  in  the  world-  ITie  j^cntknaaa 
8i'nl  the  money  bai:k  to  him,  declaring  he 
would  not  accept  of  it ;  and  adtlin^^  that  ir 
Mr.  [Fowke]  hnd  iiceasion  for  live  himdreil 
p'xnub  more-,  he  would  lend  it  to  hira.  He 
resolved  to  po  oxit  ajmin  to  the  East  Indie^^ 
ancl  mnke  his  fortune  anew,  lie  g^ot  a  con- 
nideruble  appointment,  aud  I  had  some  intention 
of  accoiupauvinij  liiin.  Had  I  thoujfht  then  as 
I  do  noAir,  I  shcniid  have  gone :  but  at  that 
time  I  had  objections  to  miitt!"  •  T' ■'];uid.'* 

It  wiLH  a  verr  remarkrtl>lt  le  ah*nit 

John:»on,  whom  shallow  ol .  :  .  .  ii.ivp  9Up- 
p^»*rjd  to  have  been  i;,Tiorant  ot  the  world,  that 
very  tl'w  men  hud  seen  greater  variety  of  rha- 
ractcr? ;  and  none  eould  observe  them  better, 
a«  was  evident  from  the  strong  yet  nice  por- 
traits which  he  often  drew.  I  have  frequently 
thiMijLdii  rhat^  if  he  liad  imulc  out  what  the 
Frcui.*h  call  vw  catahgve  raimitnee  of  nil  the 
people  who  hnd  pnssed  under  his  observation, 
""  '  '  '  '      '    \  \i  \QTy  rich  fund  of  in- 

meat.  The  suddenness 
rill,  >,ui,  u  i.i-  iMw,ji,i>  of  some  of  them  started 
out  in  convcnfation  wris  not  less  pleasing  than 
Burpripioff.  1  remember  he  once  observed  to 
mc,  **  It  iS  wonderful,  Sir,  what  is  to  be  found 
in  London.  The  most  literary  conversation 
tiiBt  I  ever  enjoyed  was  at  the  table  of  Jack 
Klli«,  a  money-scrivener,  behind  the  Royal 
Kx  change,  with  whom  I  at  one  period  used  to 
dine  generally  once  a  week.'*  * 

Voluniefi  would  be  required  to  contain  a  list 
of  hi«  miineroua  and  various  acquaintance,  none 
of  whom  he  ever  f  ir'^ot ;  and  could  describe 
and  di.'^cnminiite  them  all  with  preeision  and 
vl*  '"  ff("  as»r« 'luted  with  jw?r6ons  the  moftt 
IV I  nt  in  manner*,  abilities,  rank,  and 

ttcv   ..,, icnt5.     He  waa  at  once  the  com- 

puiion  of  the  bniiiant  Colonel  Forrester  of  Uie 


M  wtit,  t  bflievf!^  the  Xaat  of  that 


guards,  who  wrote  "  The  Polite  Philosopher^" 
and  of  die  awkward  and  uncouth  K'-i  ■  -«  i  -- 
vett;  of  Lord  ThurJow,  and  Mr,  S 
Italian  master;  and  his  ilinrd   ..r 
the  beautiful, gay, an  vcti-, 

and  the  next   with    _  [,  the 

t«llow«chandli2T,  on  8now-btil.^ 

Ou  my  expressin|f  my  wonder  at  his  di** 
covering  so  much  of  the  knowledge  p»*culiar 
to  ditferent  profession.'i,  he  told  me,  "  I  learnt 
what  1  know  of  law  chiefly  from  Mr,  Ballow  *, 
a  very  able  man.  1  learnt  somo  too  from 
Chamf>cn*;  but  wa*  not  so  teacliuble  then. 
One  is  not  willing  to  be  taught  by  a  youngs 
man.*'  AVhen  I  expressed  it  wish  to  know 
more  about  JNIr.  Hallow,  Johnson  said,  "  Sir,  I 
have  seen  him  but  once  these  twenty  yeiirs. 
The  tide  of  life  has  driven  u?  dilferent  ways." 
1  wna  sorry  at  the  time  to  hear  ihin ;  but  who- 
ever (j^uits  the  creeks  of  private  connectionn, 
and  fairly  get«  into  the  great  ocean  of  Lcmdon, 
will,  by  miperceptible  degreea,  un  void  ably  ex- 
perience fiueh  ce;iaation3  of  acquaintance. 

^*  My  knowledge  of  physic, '  he  addetl,  "*  I 
learnt  from  Dr.  James,  whom  I  helped  in 
writing  the  proposals  for  his  Dictionary,  anil 
also  u  little  m  the  Dictionary  it^df.*  I  alao 
learnt  from  Dr.  Lawrence,  but  was  then  grown 
more  stubborn." 

A  curious  incident  hapf>ened  to-d  iv  wl.;!,. 
Mr.  Th rale  and  I  sat  with  him.    I  : 
nouneed  that  a  large  packet  was  bnn  i  .  i 

from  the  post-ofBce,  said  to  h»ve  come  Irom 
Lisbon,  and  it  was  charged  9evcn  pamuU  ten 
shilliTtga.  He  would  not  receive  it,  snpjKiiiing 
it  to  he  some  tricJc,  nor  did  he  eren  look  at  it. 
But  ujKin  intjuirTf  afterwards  he  found  that  it 
vfiia  a  real  packet  for  him,  fion»  thut  vciy 
friend  in  the  Kit^t  Indicts  of  whom  he  had  l>cen 
sp»iaking  [Air.  Joseph  Fowke]  ;  and  the  ship 
which  carried  it  having  come  to  Portntjal,  ihiti 
pai'ket  with  others  had  been  put  into  the  post- 
office  at  Lislion. 

I  mentioned  a  newgaoiing  club%  cif  wkirk 


nf  (hr  clutk     or  Eniftiili  bitbopt  hi<  uprmt  to  hm*  koown 


I  rit 


•A;rii     rr 


I  I;.. It     J,  .-A!'. 

'kvd  iianiii 


Til  111).  rii.'i:i"<  M  v^.txuni-  fiT  tli.ir  j  ■  .it  iH  '  ;i  ^n  ul  t".T*'<  k  nh*-!  ir, 
•Dd  lutnotit  lor  fall  hliuwladge  of  eli«  uld  |^UutO(>b)f ."—  Ma- 
Loni, 

%   15..,.    :         ,:     ,      ■  '-     '     ■        '    ■■     -  r    ■  ,, 

w  rnt*' 

*  Al. 

r  ■•  ' 


i"iil «<»*•» *f*Nj  (»!(»>  anti,  i>    ?>,  h.  1).   I   ' 
,--  -•  rthi  not   i>tT^ti«l  iniivh  ttryniHl  t.h«      h'     -^  - 
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lur  Lftving  puMislievi  a  mntiUtcd  edition  under 
Hie  litlo  nf  **  Stolen  Wurkg  uf  Aliraliam  Cow- 
ky**  Air.  MurpUy  ihouglit  it  a  Xml  prc- 
fjilent;  observing,  lliat  any  nutlior  might  be 
Ufled  in  the  same  iiiaiin»^r  4"<'l  thai  it  was 
plk^asing  ti>  g«.M.'  the  variety  of  an  authors  coin- 
py^itions  at  difTt^rent  pericnis. 

We  talked  rd'  Fhtinan's  Poems ;  and  Mrs, 
Thrale  ob9t;rvv<l,  that  Po[«  h'-'  t  —  'r-  bor- 
rower] from  him  "  Thcf  Dyin^.  ;o  hLs 
Soul."  Johns^m  repettt^»d  li*t  .  ,.-  -  verses 
tipciti  Flatmiin  ',  which  1  think  by  much  loo 
severe:  — 


•*  Not  th*l  %\ow  dnidge  m  swrlft  PindArie 
Flatmiin,  who  Ci»vrley  Imitates  irith  psitiR, 
And  ridvii  a  jaded  mute,  whipt  with  lc»o&ereiti&.** 

I  lilie  f^  recollect  all  thje  passages  that  I 
heard  Johnstin  repeal:  it  stamps  a  raluc  on 
them. 

He  Udd  u§  fJiat  the  lK>ok  entitled  "  'Hie 
Lives  of  tile  Poets,"  by  Mr.  Gibber,  w;ib  en- 
tircdy  compiled  by  Mr.  Shieb*^  &  Scotchman, 
one  of  his  jimanucnses.  "  The  bfKjksellcris/' 
ii»id  he,  "  gave  Thcophllu*  Cibber,  who  was 
then  in  prison,  ten  guineas  to  allow  Mr.  Cib- 
ber iu  be  pat  upon  the  title-page,  as  the  au- 
thor;  by  this  a  double  imposition  was  in- 
texideil ;  in  the  first  place,  that  it  was  the  work 
of  a  Cibber  at  all ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
that  it  was  the  work  of  old  Cibl)er.*' 

Mr.  Murphy  suid,  that  "  The  Memoirs  of 
Gniv's  Lil'e  [by  Mason]  set  hiui  nuich  higher 
in  hifl  eintimation  than  his  po«ms  did  :  for  you 
there  saw  a  man  constantly  at  wi»rk  in  litera- 
ture." Johnson  acquiesced  in  rbig ;  but  de- 
frtrcciated  the  book,  I  thought,  very  unreaiMjn- 
ably.  For  he  said,  **  I  forced  myself  to  i-ead 
it,  only  because  it  was  a  common  topic  of  con* 
versation.  I  found  it  mighty  dull ;  and,  asi  to 
the  style,  it  is  fit  for  the  second  table.'*    Why 


*  Tbi^mM  Ftaftiukti  WM  born  about  1635,  aittl  difd  in  \(iW. 
'•  Up  roHlly  vvcrlliNi  lu  ma  urtUt:  b  man  muii  w.iiit  ran  for 
(lArtnfmy  thatcJUliKlnTin!  hit  poetrjr,  mid  o*pn  wniit  eye*  thiU 
exn  CBur  lo  admire  hit  pulntlnji'  One  of  his  h'.'4dj  li  worth  a 
rrmiTi  n(  iiit  I'm. larir*. "  ^Ornn^frr,  ruL  it.  p.  S4.  — Wbirht. 

»    I'  tof  Mr.  BoiVftll'i  on  the  subjiH-t  uf 

r*/W,  ,j.  (rtM«.  pp.  57. 171..  4nd  pott,f>iHK 

wkii  I'lv  Idiu'  \ot  OiU  pUtCf,  1  n«ve.  wUh 

•rtui.  '-d    to   the   Ap(*endiii. 

Thi  iHitly  arrived  on  thl» 

»ul>j'  -  krtler  frofn  Giiffltht, 

(hr   |>iir>iitiir-r  '.1  tiki' ui^rk.,  uiiH  ii    .Mr.  f.  CunDiaKham  hu 

EjIntiHl  out  to  nif  in  n  n*cieiulv  piiblUhcd  "Memoir  <^  tke 
(firtff  Ifr,  Ji4*nuHct  Cariirrigfil,  XMi," 

"  Turtiham  Gri«en.  I6th  Jotip. 
'•  Doif  Sir.  —  I  h«Te  "ent  rmi  a  /ensif    Johnion'i  i«riir» 

fill -■  "t    It..- '  T  i^.i-.l"r^i.-  l',,..r>  '      \f-,iuill    ,,i-,.i..rv.-  th;vt 


he  thought  so  I  wsia  *t  a  lew  to  t  lie 

now  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  "  .49 

a  su{)erior  jK>et  both  to  Gray  -t.!  M  ,    lU." 

Talking  of  the  Itevicws,  .1    i  1.     1    -oiiL  **  I 
think  them  very  impartial :  1  do 
instance  of  partiality/"     He  nu  1 
hswi  passe<l  upim  the  -  '  *     * 
and  Critical  Reviews  1 
which  !  -   M   ;.-fv  ha4    .. 
expatiu  more  on  ; 

*"  The -^1  lie  viewers/ 

Debts ;  but  tLcy  are  ChriBti^tns  with  as 
Christianity  as  may  be;  and  aro  for  pttl 
down  all   establishnicnU.    The    ' 
viewers  are    for  supporting   tbr 
both  in  churrh  and  st^ite.     ITjc  l\ 

vicwerj!i,  I  believe,  often  review  ^ 
ing  the  books  through  ;  but  lay  hoii  <>f  u  i*ii 
and  write  chielly  from  their  own  minds.     The 
Monthly  Heviewers  are  duller  men,  wad  src 
glad  to  read  the  books  tlirough." 

He  talked  of  Lord  Lytteltoti**  istrsfn* 
anxiety  as  an  author ;  observing,  thai  **  ha 
was  tljirty  years  in  preparing  bis  hislciryt  anJ 
that  he  employed  a  man  to  point  it  f«>r  biin ; 
as  if  (laughing)  another  man  could  pninT  hU 
sense  better  than  himself."  *  Mr. 
said,  he  understood  his  history  was  k< 
several  years  for  fear  of  Smollett,*  driu>»ux, 
''  ITiis  seems  atrano;e  to  Murphy  and  me,  who 
never  felt  that  anxiety,  but  sent  whut  we  wrf»te 
to  the  press,  and  let  it  take  its  chance.  Mrs. 
Thealb.  "  The  time  has  been,  Sir,  when  you 
felt  it.*'  Johnson.  ''  Why  really,  Madaui,  I 
do  not  recollect  a  time  when  that  was  the 
case.** 

Talking  of  "  The  Spectator,'*  he  wdd,  •»  It  is 
wonderfiil  that  there  is  such  a  piojMiction  <if 
bad  pa|>cr3  in  the  half  of  the  work  which  was 
not  written  by  Addison;  for  there  was  ail  the 
world  to  write  tbat  hali^,  yet  not  a  hudf  of  that 
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half  is  good.  One  of  the  finest  pieces  in  the 
English  language  is  the  paper  on  Novelty 
[No.  626.],  yet  we  do  not  hear  it  talked  of. 
It  was  written  by  Grove ',  a  dissenting  teacher" 
He  would  not,  I  perceived,  call  him  a  clerey- 
num,  though  he  was  candid  enough  to  allow 
very  great  merit  to  his  composition.  Mr. 
Murphy  said,  he  remembered  when  there  were 
several  people  alive  in  London,  who  enjoyed  a 
considerable  reputation  merely  from  having 
written  a  paper  in  "The  Spectator.**  He 
mentioned  particularly  Mr.  Ince,  who  used  to 
frequent  Tom's  coffee-house.  "  But,'*  said 
Johnson,  "  you  must  consider  how  highly 
Steele  speaks  of  Mr.  Ince."  [No.  SSS."]  He 
would  not  allow  that  the  paper  [No.  364.]  on 
carnring  a  boy  to  travel,  signed  rhilip  Home- 
bred, which  was  reported  to  be  written  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Ilardwickc,  had  merit.  He 
said,  "  it  was  quite  vulgar,  and  had  nothing 
luminous." 

Johnson  mentioned  Dr.  Barry's  *  System  of 
Physic.  "  He  was  a  man,"  said  he,  "  who  had 
acquired  a  high  reputation  in  Dublin,  came 
over  to  England,  and  brought  his  reputation 
with  him;  but  had  not  great  success.  His 
notion  was,  that  pulsation  occasions  death  by 
attrition  ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  way  to  pre- 
serve life  is  to  retard  pulsation.  But  we  know 
that  pulsation  is  strongest  in  infants,  and  that 
we  increase  in  growth  while  it  operates  in  its 
r^ular  course ;  so  it  cannot  be  the  cause  of 
destruction."  Soon  after  this,  he  said  some- 
thing very  flattering  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  which  I 
do  not  recollect ;  but  it  concluded  with  wishing 
her  long  life.  "  Sir,"  said  I,  "  if  Dr.  Barry's 
system  be  true,  you  have  now  shortened  Mrs. 
Thrale's  life,  perhaps  some  minutes,  by  acce- 
lerating her  pulsation." 


[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

"April  11.1776. 
"Dearest  Madam. —  To  have  acted,  with  re- 
gard to  you,  in  a  manner  either  unfriendly  or  dis- 
respectful, would  give  mc  great  pain  ;  and,  I  hope, 
will  be  always  very  contrary  to  ray  intention.  That 
I  staid  away  was  merely  accidental.  I  have  seldom 
dined  from  home  ;  and  I  did  not  think  my  opinion 
necessary  to  your  information  in  any  proprieties  of 
behaviour.  The  poor  parents  of  the  child  are 
much  grieved,  and  much  dejected.  The  journey  to 
Italy  is  put  off,  but  they  go  to  Bath  on  Monday. 
A  visit  from  you  will  be  well  taken,  and  I  think 
your  intimacy  is  such  that  you  may  very  properly 
pay  it  in  a  morning.      I  am  sure  that  it  will  be 


thought  seasonable  and  kind,  and  I  wish  you  not  to 

omit  it.     I  am,  dear  Madam,  &c., 

—  Reynolds  MS.  **  Sam.  Johnson."] 

On  Thursday,  April  11.,  I  dined  with  him 
at  General  Paoli's,  in  whose  house  I  now  re- 
sided, and  where  I  had  ever  afterwards  the 
honour  of  being  entertained  with  the  kindest 
attention  as  his  constant  guest,  while  I  was  in 
London,  till  I  had  a  house  of  my  own  there. 
I  mentioned  my  having  that  morning  intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Garrick,  Count  Neni,  a  Flemish 
nobleman  of  great  rank  and  fortune,  to  whom 
Garrick  talked  of  Abel  Drugger  as  a  small 
po^i  an^itf^ated,  with  pleasant  vanity,  that  a 
Frenchman,  who  had  seen  him  in  one  of  his 
low  characters,  exclaimed  "  Comment !  je  ne  le 
crois  pas.  Ce  n'est  jms  Monsieur  Oarrick,  ce 
grana  homme  !  Garrick  added,  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  ^ve  recollection,  "  If  I  were  to 
begin  life  again,  I  think  I  should  not  play  those 
low  characters."  Upon  which  I  observed, 
"  Sir,  you  would  be  in  the  wrong,  for  your 
great  excellence  is  your  variety  of  playing, 
your  representing  so  well  characters  so  very 
different.  Johnson.  "  Garrick,  Sir,  was  not 
in  earnest  in  what  he  said :  for,  to  be  sure,  his 
peculiar  excellence  is  his  variety ;  and,  per- 
haps, there  is  not  any  one  character  which  has 
not  been  as  well  acted  by  somebody  else,  as  he 
could  do  it."  BoswEix.  "Why,  then.  Sir, 
did  he  talk  so?"  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  to 
make  you  answer  as  you  did."  Boswell.  "  I 
don't  know.  Sir ;  he  seemed  to  dip  deep  into 
his  mind  for  the  reflection."  Johnson.  "  He 
had  not  far  to  dip.  Sir ;  he  had  said  the  same 
thing,  probably,  twenty  times  before." 

Of  a  nobleman  raised  at  a  very  early  period 
to  high  office,  he  said,  "His  parts.  Sir,  are 
pretty  well  for  a  lord ;  but  would  not  be  dis- 
tinguished in  a  man  who  had  nothing  else  but 
his  parts."  ' 

A  jouniey  to  Italy  was  still  in  his  thoughts. 
He  said,  "  A  man  who  has  not  been  in  Italy  is 
always  conscious  of  an  inferiority,  from  his  not 
having  seen  what  it  is  expected  a  man  should 
see.  The  grand  object  of  travelling  is  to  see 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean.  On  those 
shores  were  the  four  great  empires  of  the 
world  ;  the  Assyrian,  the  Persian,  the  Grecian, 
and  the  Roman.  All  our  religion,  almost  all 
our  law,  almost  all  our  arts,  almost  all  that  sets 
us  above  savages,  has  come  to  us  from  the 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean."  The  General 
observed,  that  "  Tub  Meditkrbanean  would 
be  a  noble  subject  for  a  poem."  * 


>  Ilenrv  Gro»e  wm  bom  at  Tauntoa  In  1683,  and  died  In 
1737.  !<!•  potthuinou*  works  were  published  by  tubtcrip- 
tkm,  in  4  toU.  8vo.  in  1740.— Wright. 

*  Sir  Edward  Barr)*,  Baronet  —  Boswbll.  He  published. 
In  1775.  a  curioua  work  on  the  Wines  of  the  AncicuU.— 
CaoKES. 

3  Otivioua  as  this  allusion  must  have  been  at  the  time, 
neither  I.  nor  any  of  the  numerous  persons  I  hare  consulted, 
have  been  able  to  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  the  person  hrre 
meant.  Lord  Lansdown  and  Mr.  Markland  thought  the 
l>uke  of  Grafton  ;  but  he  was  now  olTthe  stage.  Dr.  Har- 
wuod  and  Sir  James  Mackintosh  tbought  Lord  Carlisle  -,  but 


he  was  not  yet  In  office.  Of  Lord  North  Johnnon  used 
to  sponk  dlsparaginglj,  but  he  could  not  be  said  to  obtain 
high  office  at  a  wrti  eartj/  period,  as  he  was  forty  when  he 
became  minister.  —  C.,  1831.  On  a  (\irther  rnnsideratinn  of 
all  the  circumsUncrs,  I  incline  to  believe  that  Lord  Skei- 
bum  was  meant,  who  was  in  1766  made  Secretary  of  State, 
Itfing  then  onlr  twenty-nine,  and  he  was  one  of  the  few 
noblemen  who  had  obtained  high  office  with  whom  Johnson 
had  any  acquaintance.  Seo  post,  sub  30th  March,  1783 — 
Crokbr.  1846. 

*  Siton  after  Bosweirt  work  appeared.  T<ady  Hesketh  re- 
commended the '-  Mediterranean  "  to  Cowper  as  the  subject 
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Wc  Uilked  of  iriuiaLitiorK  I  said^  I  could 
uot  define  it,  nor  could  I  think  of  a  aimilitude  to 
illu^trnte  it ;  but  that  it  nppean^d  to  me  the 
trimsliitjon  oi"  {joetry  could  be  only  iiuitatJon. 
Jc>ii?(S<»n.  *^  You  muy  translate  books  of  science 
exactly.  You  may  also  translate  liiatory,  in 
HO  far  ua  it  Ls  not  erabcUislied  with  oratory, 
which  is  poetical.  Poetry,  indeed,  caimot  be 
troiLshited ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  poets  that 
preserve  languages ;  for  we  would  not  be  at 
the  trouble  to  learti  a  launfuage,  if  we  could 
have  all  that  is  written  in  it  just  as  well  in  a 
translation.  But  nn  the  beauties  of  poetry 
cannot  be  preserved  in  any  lun<ruage  except 
that  in  which  it  waa  originally  written,  we 
learn  the  language." 

A  gentleman  maintained  that  the  .art  of 
printing  bail  hurt  real  learning,  by  disseminating 
idle  writings.  JonwsoN.  "  Sir,  il'  it  had  not 
been  for  the  art  of  printinjT;,  we  jihould  now 
have  no  learning  at  all ;  for  book?  would  have 
perished  faster  than  they  could  have  been 
transcribed"  This  observation  s^tns  not  just^ 
considering  for  how  many  agea  books  were 
preserved  by  writing  alone. 

The  8ame  gentleman  mtuntained,  that  a  ge- 
neral diffusion  of  kno^vrledge  among  a  people 
WS8  ft  disadvantage;  for  it  made  the  vulgar 
rise  above  their  humble  sphere-  Johnson.  "Sir, 
while  knnwledge  Is  a  iliatinrtion,  those  who  arc 
y>i>ssea9ed  of  it  will  naturally  rise  above  those 
who  are  not.  Merely  to  read  and  write  was  a 
distinction  «t  first  t  out  we  see  when  reading 
.and  writing  have  become  general,  the  common 

fiec^ple  keep  their  stations.  And  «o,  were 
ligher  attaimnenta  to  become  general,  the  ef- 
Icct  would  be  the  same."* 

"  Goldsmith/*  he  said,  "  referred  every  thing 
to  vanity ;  his  vlrtuea  and  hii  victis  too  were 
from  that  motive,  lie  was  not  a  sM^cial  man. 
lie  never  exchanged  mind  with  you."  ' 

We  spent  the  evening  at  ilr.  Hoole's-  Mr. 
Jlickle,  the  excellent  translator  of  "  The  Lu- 
siad,"  wtts  there.  1  have  preserved  little  of 
the  conversation  of  this  evening.  Dr.  Johnson 
gaid,  "  Thomson  had  a  true  poetical  genius,  the 

fjower  of  viewing  every  thing  in  a  poetical 
ight.  liis  fault  is  such  a  cloud  of  words  some- 
times, that  the  sense  can  h&rdlv  peep  through. 
Shiels,  who  compiled  'Gibbers  Lives  oi'  the 
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hiil    lir   mrNli'itIv    rxriuiMt  htTDMilf,  Mtding,   that 

i  :ii  twenif,"  to  which 
'1,  butMbuiU  tti  prac- 
"«-Jf-t/i*  Iff  Vomptr, 

\iskT.    Poor  Cftldsmtlh  waa,  In  ttaf 
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LtiKt  ii.  he  iR'Ter  pitlniitly  intcrckuneftt 


PoetSi,'  was  one  dny  sitting  witli  me.  I  took 
down  Thomson,  and  rea^l  aloud  a  large  portiuii 
of  Lim,  and  then  askt**!,  —  Is  n.  '  '' .u*f 
Shiels  having  exprciiscd  the  high*  Mjsn 

—  *Well,  Sir,' said  I,  •  I  have  otun*.  »*  ^.%ery 
oilier  line.' " 

I  related  a  dispute  between  Goldsmith  nnd 
ilr.  Robert  Dodaiey,  one  day  when  they  and  1 
were  dining  at  Tom  Davies's,  in  ITG'i.  Gold* 
smith  a«£erted,  that  there  was  no  poetry  pro- 
duced in  this  age.  DrnLjley  appealed  to  Uli§ 
own  collection,  and  nuiintameil,  tluit  though 
you  could  not  find  a  palace  like  Drvden's 
**  Ode  on  St,  Ceciba's  Day,*'  you  h;ul  viltaguf 
comfXKsed  of  very  pretty  houses  ;  and  he  men- 
tioned particularly  "  The  Spleen/*  Jo««*ok. 
"  1  think  Dinlaley  gave  up  the  question.  Uo 
and  Goldsmith  said  the  same  thing ;  only  he 
said  it  in  a  softer  manner  than  Goldsmith  did; 
for  he  acknowledged  tliere  was  no  poetry,  no* 
thing  tbat  towered  above  tie  common  uiark. 
You  may  iiud  wit  and  humour  in  verse,  and 
yet  no  poetry.  '  llndibras '  has  a  provision  of 
these ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  reeltone<i  a  (toexa. 
*The  Spleen,'  in  Dodsley's  collection,  on  whieli 
you  say  he  chielly  rested,  is  not  jKK*try.**  Bos* 
WELL.  "  Does  not  Gray's  poetry,  bir,  lower 
above  the  common  mark  ?  **  Jonseox.  "  Yc», 
Sir  ;  but  wc  must  attend  to  the  ditferenct 
tween  what  men  in  general  cannot  «lu  If 
would,  and  what  every  man  may  do  if  he  wot 
Sixteen- string  Jack  *  towered  above  tlie  com' 
mon  mark."  Boswbu*  "  Then,  Sir,  whjLt  is 
poetry  ?  "  Johdison.  **  Whv,  Sir,  it  i*  much 
easier  to  say  what  it  is  not.  VVe  all  know  wliat 
light  is  ;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  tt^ll  what  it  is.*'  * 

On  Fridav,  A]iril  12.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
our  friend  'I'om  DaviesX  where  wc  met  Mr. 
Cradock  "*,  of  Leicestershire^  autlifir  of  *»  ijo- 
beide,"  a  tragedy  ;  a  very  pi-  an, 

to  whom  my  friend  Dr.  1*  aril  I  ul 

Essay  on  the  Learning  of  ^h;lh-JH nrr  i-  j.d- 
dressed  ;  and  Dr.  llarwood,  who  ha*  writtea 
and  published  various  works,  p**' 
fantastical  translation  of  the  N«". 
in  modern  phrase,  and  with  a  So» 

I  introduced  yVristotle's  doctrin 
of  Poetry,"  of  **  KffWfiwcrtj;  rutv  iraf 
purging  of  the  passions,"  as  the 


.1  ,.-i, 


a 


pur^josc   oi 
tragedy.^     ^*  But  how  are  the  passions  t*^  be 


ptnfi-i^^l    hii     rr)rtl«i';>llr>ni   «n     tUr  i  iotltl  v     I  l).ir     hit     kli'*!  itfiAt  I4 


*  SVhu 
of  which 

>  H«i< 
«lci  T 
which  r* 


tli*-f<«»- 


IM- 


lmvl:i 
«trlrn 


•h  ul    VtM.  flil 


'(  Jtoelry  t  la' 


^08 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


I77a 


Uiat  there  is  no  position,  however  falso  in  ita 
niiiversiUitv,  wliidi  is  not  true  of  mme  piirti- 
cnlar  man* '  Sir  William  Forbes  fnifrl,  "  Might 
not  SI  juuj»  wnnncd  witli  wine  be  like  a  bottle 
of  bcur,  which  i»  mn'lts  brisker  by  bein^  set 
l>«lbre  the  lire."  "  Nay,"  said  JoLiison,  laugh- 
ing»  **  1  cannot  answer  that :  that  is  too  rautih 
for  mc." 

I  observed,  that  Avinc  did  some  people  harm, 
by  iiU1amtn*j:,  confiiainji,  and  imtatuig  their 
niincU;  but  that  the  expi^riencc  of  mankind 
hrtd  dccl»rc<l  in  favour  of  moderate  drinking. 
Joussox,  '*  Sir,  I  do  not  flay  it  »  wrong  to 
produce  sdf-coioplacency  by  drinking  i,  1  only 
deny  that  it  improves  the  mind.  When  I 
drank  wine ',  I  s«*orned  to  drink  it  %vhcii  in 
company.  I  have  drnnk  many  a  bottle  by 
mvatdf ;  in  Uie  first  place,  because  I  had  neetl 
of^  it  to  raise  my  spirita  ;  in  the  second  phicc, 
because  I  would  have  nobody  to  witness  its 
effects  upon  me." 

He  tr»ld  us,  "  abnost  all  his  Ramblers  wore 
written  just  as  they  were  wanted  for  the  press; 
tUnt  l)e  S4.»nt  a  certain  portion  of  the  copy  of  an 
essay,  and  wrote  the  remainder,  while  tlio 
former  part  of  it  was  printing.  When  it  was 
wanted,  and  ho  had  fairly  sat  down  to  it^  he 
wa*  sure  it  would  be  done,** 

lie  said,  that,  for  general  improvement,  a 
man  should  read  whatever  hta  immediate  in- 
clination prompts  him  to;  though,  to  be  sure, 
if  a  man  has  a  science  to  learn,  he  must  regu- 
larly and  resolutely  advance.  He  added, 
^''  What  we  read  with  inclination  makes  a  nmch 
stronger  imptression.  If  we  read  without  in- 
clination, half  the  mind  is  employed  in  fixing 
the  attention ;  so  there  is  but  one  half  to  be 
employed  on  what  we  read."  He  told  us,  be 
read  Fielding's  *' Amelia"  through  without 
stopping^.*  He  said,  "  If  a  man  bearing  to  read 
in  the  middle  of  a  book,  and  feels  an  inclina- 
tion to  go  on,  let  him  not  quit  it,  to  go  to  the 
beginning.  He  may,  perhaps,  not  feel  Dgain 
the  inclination." 

Sir  Joshua  raentionetl  Mr.  Cumberland's 
**  Odes,"  which  were  just  published,  Joussos. 
"  Whv,  Sir,  they  would  have  been  thought  as 
good  as  odes  conomonly  are,  if  Cumberland  had 
not  put  his  name  to  them ;  but  a  name  imme- 


>  Tht*  •troayrM  liquor*,  ttiyB  HawJiiii*.  and  in  very  Ulige 
qMn.nt(it(i»,  prcMMCHl  no  mhor  eRVct  oit  hitn  thnn  mrMlkrntc 
(t«hl1ar4tlui).  Oore,  and  but  once,  be  li  Itnown  to  hare  had 
hl«  (iusn  i  a  clwiimt ia.aci^  which  lie  lilmtptf  di»<-overpd.  on 
niidittg  one  iif  hlft  tc»qtilpi*d.ili4n  wordt  hnnp  *1"'  i^.k  11...11 
rt.irt'iJ  Mp,  hUA  tCTTlLvl;\f  nh*trttil, — *' I  IhJnl; 
•hoiiUI  gu  lo  tifd."  Mrs.  Iloict  telli  ui  thnt 
|».  vir.iv'..'  n.i..  iHfrt    In  Urgr  ilrmighU,  §V*ii'et4'Hfri  t<- 

V  ii»  ill  hii  i'arller  d*y.  **Ancr  u  U Ji  ii^nn' 

I  lluld  except  lea  And  iberbcet,  I  drani," 

-  ,.>i.:.  ^la*A  of  wlfkc  to  th»  hNklUi  of  J>lr 

•  vcnlng  of   the  diiir  [Dec.  iTtifi] 

■  ],       I  iiocr  tWNllowed  Mtvuthii'r 

I  pre*cribf»l   lo  mi'  a«  a  coidixt 

'4     my     |.r"..n .i..,.n»l(l-il|  ;   Iwit    IliU    h>[Hi>t    JItl    D«]t 

r<*luli    u    fi>rnHTljr»    aimI  I   th^rrfiiro    ditcontlnurd    iL"  — 
Ckoh-ch. 

-     \\  1'  ^1  Hr    ►iiTK   :iM    Iri  I  iilim«rirv  frit  I  l!in!i\    (n  r  >ii' f'^  fT»llrnCC 

.1  Dr. 
■  '.h  ihc 


djatdy  draws  censure,  unless  it  be  a  name  that 
bears  down  every  thing  before  it.  Nay,  Cum- 
berland has  made  his  *  Odes' subsidiary  to  the 
fame  of  another  man.'  They  might  have  run 
well  enough  by  themselves;  but  he  has  not 
only  loa^led  them  witb  a  name,  but  has  mado 
I  them  carry  double." 

We  talked  of  the  reviews,  and  Dr.  Johni«oti 
spoke  of  them  as  he  did  at  'lliride**.  Sir  Joshua 
said,  what  I  have  often  tlmughr^  that  lie  won* 
dered  to  find  ^0  muth  *i:ootl  writiri'j  .'i.i-.i-^tMl 
in  them,  when  the  aiUhors  were  li» 
known,  and  so  could  not  have  th  <_.{ 

fame.  Jou^son.  '* Kay,  Sir,  those  who  write 
in  them,  write  well  in  order  to  he  paid  well." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  HEYNOLDS. 

"April  13.  1T7R. 
'*  Dkarkst  Madxm,^ — IMien  you  called  on  Mri. 
Thralc,  I  find  by  enquiry  that  flbe  wai  TMlly 
nbroad.  'Vhv  same  thing  happened  lo  Mn.  Moo* 
tagu,  of  wbieh  I  beg  yau  to  inform  her,  for  «h« 
went  likewise  by  my  opinion.  The  dtfitlfti,  if  it 
had  been  feigned,  would  nat  have  pleased  miv 
Your  visiti,  Jiowevcr,  arc  kindly  paid,  aod  Twy 
kindly  taken.  Wcare  going  to  Bath  thiK  moftiifigj 
but  I  could  not  part  without  telling  you  the  re*! 
slate  of  your  visit.  —  I  am,  di-artMst  Modani,  &a, 
•^Reynoida  MS.  *'  Sa*!.   Jomksom/'] 

Soon  after  thi.^  day,  he  went  to  Batli  Willi 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale.  I  had  never  gceti  thai 
beautiful  city,  and  wished  to  t^ike  the  oppor- 
tunity of  vi:!iitiug  it  while  Johu!^on  was  tket^. 
Having  written  to  him,  I  f.  . o^..,^  t|,y  f^Dow- 
ing  aoswer :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  DrAR  SjR,  —  Why  Ao  you  talk  tvf  neglect  ? 
^Iieu  did  I  neglect  you?  If  you  will  vxitxm  lo 
Bath,  we  shall  all  be  glad  to  see  >oii  '  ♦*tf. 
tbvrefure,  na  soun  ;is  you  can.^ —  But  I  v 

business  fur  you  at  London.     Bid  Fr.  n 

the  paper  drawer  of  the  ehest  of  d  ravers  Ln  iriy  IW- 
chamber,  for  two  eo&es* ;  one  for  ihi;  «etom«>y. 
general,  and  one  for  the  ♦olieilor*gt  r  1  "     . 

lie,   1  tliink,  nt  the  top  of  my  papei 
they  are    somewhere  else,  ami  will  gi:^    ..„   .,,,.. 
trouble. 


I 


chamcter  of  th^  h*Toln«»  pf  thU  onvH. 

Tumclty/'^ir-  *'■-  »• ' •' 

And  whra  I 
Iho  cOfvOiii 

»i  inicihiiii'    , 


before  night.'*  — 
■>  Mr.  Itomnrv 
bitihvd   ■   I 
might  he  V 
WalfKtU  tn 
f«m'-  "  '*''' 


TI»«  utt^mti^nt  te 


lUu 


htm  with  hli  sdvlcD.  - 


I*  M   picmri 

iijy  In  a  t«w 
lUj  ^iU  tit  vrtiicb  Dr.  Ji 

(JKURIit. 
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•*  Plirase  to  write  to  mc  iminedbtely,  ifthtiy  ciui 
tic  found.  Make  my  compUniuTit»  to  all  our  IVk'ntl* 
round  the  world,  and  to  Mrs.  WilliAms  at  home. 
—  I  am,  Sir,  your,  fitc.  '*SAii.  Johnson/* 

**  Search  for  the  papers  as  soon  n^  you  can.  that, 
if  it  ii  necessary,  1  may  write  to  you  again  bcft»rc 
you  com*!  down." 


CHAPTER  LVI. 


K  ho 

h 


1776. 

Bmvdf'*  Vitit  to  Jiut/t  and  nHttoL  —  Romky'i 
Pittnu.  —  Chuttaion.  —  Gar^k*t  "  Arthur." — 
Drvtf  Crtatuin.  —  ChntrrJiettfM  "  Lttleri,'*  — 
!^i}i44  oa  S/mkMpettrr.  —  Luxurff.  —  Oyttthorjx. 
Lord  EUfmnii.  —  CnnrtrAatioN.  —  EgotitKti.  — 
Dr,  Ol'tprhi, — Commrututnrn  on  the  Bible.' — 
Thtftnp»OH'»  Cum.  —  Dinntr  &t  Me,  Dillya>  — 
.hhn  ffilket^  —  FoattU  Mtmiety,  —  Garrick't 
fTk,  —  PliHjraphy.  —  Drydtit.  —  Cibhtr**  Ptay», 
—  **  Difficile  mat  ftntprii,"  ^e,  —  CV/y  PorC«.  — 
"  DitAotut  Hrgi»r  —  Lord  Butt,  —  Mrt, 
Ktujvlet,  —  Mr*.  liudd, 

the  26tli  April,  I  wont  to  Bath ;  and  on 
arrival  at  the  Pelican  inn,  found  lyinjf  for 

me  mi  obUginpr  invitation  from  Mr.  iind  jMrs. 

Tlirttle*  by  whom  I  was  agreeably  entertained 
K«st  constantly  during  my  stay.    They  were 
nc  to  the  rooms  :  but  there  was  a  kind  note 
om  Dr.  John^D,  that  he  should  sit  at  home 

all  th^  evening.     I  went  to  hLiti  directly  ;  and 

lieibrc  Air.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  returned,  we  had 

\%y  ourselves  ^onie  hours  of  tea*driuking  and 

talk. 

1  yhall  group  togotiier  sucb  of  his  sayings  us 

1  preserved  during  the  few  days  thai  I  was  at 

Of  a  por<on  [Mr.  Burke]  who  difl*ered  from 
him  in  i  f.  "Jn  private  life  he  ijj 

ft  very  <  ^n ;  but  I  will  not  >dk»w 

him  to  lie  !Mf  in  |mLlic  life.     People  may  be 
JicitM!st«  though  tbey  are  doin;^  wrong  :  thai  is, 
'  ir  Maker  and  them.     Hut  av,  who 
:  by  their  pernicious  conduct,  are 
bem.     We   are  sure  that  [Burke] 
^i»  fnmi  irUen.nt-  We  know  what  liis  g^rnuine 
pnncjplca    were.'       They    who    allow    thinr 
p4««iotia  to  confkmnii   thi'  distinctions  between 


right  and  vrrunj 


'nmiual.     They  may  l>e 


oooTloetH) ;  bur  they  have  not  come  honestly 
by  their  conviction.' 


'••.  h»  let  I  "—  CitOKRk. 
•*.  yfem.  U  it  nrtl  vMf 
111  Umvc  curr4  •  mliul  «r 


It  having  been  mentioned,  I  know  not  witli 
what  trtith,  ihiit  a  ccrtwin  fiTii^i--  fnfitirn! 
writer  [Mrs.  Mat'-aulay],  whu  -  he 

disliked,  had  of  late  become  vei  ■.  i  .  I  r'L■^^, 

silt  hours  together  at  her  toilet,  nnd  even  put 
on  rouge:  —  Joukson.  ♦*  She  is  better  employed 
at  her  toilet,  than  using  her  pen.  It  is  better 
she  should  Lhj  reddening  her  own  cheeks,  than 
blackening  oiher  people  s  characters." 

He  told  us  that  *'  Addison  wrote  BudgeU^s 
pa[»ers  in  the  Spectator,  at  least  mended  them 
so  much  that  he  made  thera  almost  his  own  ; 
and  that  Draper,  Tonson's  partner,  assured 
Mj*s.  .It>hnsun,  that  the  muen  admired  Epi- 
logiie  to  'The  Distressed  Mother,'  which  (tamw 
out.  in  Bud^reU'ii  naoie,  was  iu  reality  written 
by  Addijou," 

'*  The  mode  of  povemment  by  one  may  be  ill 
adapted  to  a  smull  society,  but  iis  best  for  a 
great  nafJoD.  Tlte  ch:u*artertstic  of  our  own 
g-ov.^rnment  at  present  is  imbceJltty.  The 
I  o  not  call  the  guards  for  fear 

<  I.     The  guards  wdl  not  come 

tur  njij  ui  iM  inj^  given  up  to  the  blind  rage  of 
[lOftular  jtiries." 

Of  the  father*  of  one  of  our  friends  he  ob- 
served,  "'He  never  ehirified  hia  notions,  by 
filtrating  them  through  other  minds.  He  had 
a  canal  upon  his  estate,  where  at  one  place  the 
bank  was  too  low.  I  dug  the  canal  deeper/' 
said  he. 

He  told  me  that  "  so  long  ago  as  1748,  he 
had  read  *Tl»e  Grave,  a  Poem,'*  but  did  not 
like  it  much."  1  ditTered  from  him :  for  tboiji;h 
it  is  not  equal  throughout,  and  is  seldom 
elegantly  correct,  it  abounds  in  solemn  thought 
and  fKH-'tieal  imagery  beyond  the  c«unmon 
reach.  The  world  has  dillered  from  hini ;  for 
the  )M>em  law  [tailed  through  muny  etlitionsi 
and  IS  still  much  read  by  pei>plc  of  a  serious 
cast  of  mind. 

A  literary  lady  of  large  fortune  [Mrs.  Mt»n- 
tagu]  was  mentioneil,  as  one  who  <lid  good  to 
many,  but  by  no  means  *■*■  by  stealth  ;"  and  in> 
stejul  of  **  bliLBhiiig  to  And  it  fame,**  acii'd 
evidently  from  vanity.  Joumsom.  "I  have 
seen  no  beings  who  do  ns  much  gtxHi  frt>m 
benevolooce,  as  she  does,  froiu  whatever 
motive.  If  there  are  such  under  the  earth,  or 
in  the  clomln,  1  wt^h  they  would  come  up,  or 
CiiJiie  down.  What  Soame  JenynH  wtys  upon 
this  subject  is  not  to  be  fiiiti.l.  *l  ■  }.-  Iv  :.  n  a 
No,  Sir;  to  net  from  pui 
potisiblc  for  finite  IteiugH.  n 
15  mingled  with  vanilyi  mterest,  or  some  other 
motive."* 


Had    ftmke    * 


'•aiu.'ii*  -jf  iiM    ltij.ll.li  CtK-t*  Ifjr 
lie  AM  Iti   \7tft,  ill  bit  forty* 

«.  Mnnttgu  had  i«te^  MtiWd  nn 


Ue  would  not  allow  me  to  praise  a  lady^ 
then  fit  Buth  ;  observing,  "She  does  not  gain 
upon  me.  Sir ;  I  thjnk  her  cinpty-ht'aded." 
He  wa&,  indeed,  a  atem  critic  upon  characters 
juid  manners.  Even  Mrs.  Tbralc  did  not 
feisoape  his  friendly  animadversion  at  time^^. 
AVhen  he  and  1  were  one  day  endeavouring  to 
aseertiiin,  article  by  article,  how  one  of  otir 
friemlHi  '^  could  possibly  spend  as  much  money 
in  his  family  us  he  tolil  ut>  he  did,  she  inter- 
rtjpted  us  by  a  lively  extravanrant  sally,  on  the 
expense  of  clothinf^  his  children,  describing  it 
in  li  very  ludiennia  and  fajioiful  manner. 
J«)hnsim  liMvked  a  little  angry,  and  said,  "Nay, 
Madam,  when  you  ai'c  declaiming,  declaim; 
and  when  you  are  calculating,  caJculute."  At 
another  time,  when  she  said,  peihaps  alTect- 
edly,  "  I  don  t  like  to  ily ;" — JonxaoN.  "  With 
your  wings.  Madam,  you  must  fly  ;  but  have  a 
care,  there  are  clipj>era  abroml.'*  How  very 
well  wai  this  said,  and  how  fully  has  experience 
proved  the  truth  of  it!  But  have  they  not 
dipped  ratlicr  rudelt/^  and  gone  u  great  deal 
closer  than  was  nece«aary?' 

A  gentleman  expressed  a  wish  to  go  and 
live  tnree  years  at  Otaheite,  or  New  Zealand, 
IQ  order  to  obtain  a  full  acquaintance  with 
people  80  totally  different  from  all  that  we 
nave  ever  known,  and  be  satisfied  what  pure 
nature  can  do  for  man,  Johwsox.  '*  What 
could  you  learn.  Sir?  What  can  savages  tell, 
but  what  they  themsMjlves  have  F.een  ?  Of  the 
past  or  the  invisible  they  can  tell  nothing*  The 
inhabitants  of  Otaheite  and  New  Zealand  are 
not  in  a  state  of  pure  nature ;  for  it  is  plain 
they  broke  off  from  some  other  people.  Hod 
they  grown  out  of  the  ground,  you  might  have 
judged  of  a  state  of  pure  nature.  Fanciiiil 
people  may  talk  of  a  mythology  being  amongst 
them ;  but  it  must  be  invention.  They  have 
once  had  relicion,  which  has  been  gradually 
dehaiied*  And  what  account  of  their  religion 
can  you  suppose  t<»  be  learnt  from  savages? 
Only  consider,  Sir,  our  own  state  :  our  religion 
is  in  a  book ;  we  have  an  order  of  men  w^ose 
duty  it  is  to  t^ach  it ;  we  have  one  day  in  the 
week  set  apart  for  it,  and  this  is  in  general 
pretty  well  observed:  yet  ask  the  fij^t  ten 
gross  men  you  meet,  and  hear  what  they  can 
tell  of  their  religion." 

On  Monday,  April  29,,  he  and  I  made  an 
excursion  to  Bristol,  where  I  was  entertained 


a  itr   I 
t»ut  ] 

hvr  »' 

••Sir;  

cxcelK'ini    .i.-i.  iirc  .Mii.ij  lilt'  ' 


with  seeing  him  enquire  upon  tlie  spot  in\ja  the 
authenticity  of  *' Rowley's  poetry/  as  I  had 
seen  him  enquire  upon  the  spot  into  (ho 
authenticity  of  "  Oasian's  poetry."  Gcorjj© 
Catcot,  the  pewteror,  who  was  as  zealous  f<w 
Rowley  as  Dr.  Hugh  Blair  was  for  Os«ijin  (I 
trust  my  reverend  friend  will  excuse  the  cum- 
parison),  attended  us  at  our  inn,  ami  with  a 
triumjdiant  air  of  lively  sini]!^-  -  "  '  tt, 
"  I  '11  make  Dr.  Johnson  a  coi  i- 

son,  at  his  deisire,  read  aloud  m  ... 
tons  fabricated  verses;  while  Cin  tt 

the  hixvk  o£  his  chair,  moving  hi*'  a 

pendulum,  and  beating  time  with  his  leel,  and 
now  and  then  looking  mto  Dr.  Johnson's  face, 
wondering  that  he  was  not  yet  convinced.  We 
called  on  Mr,  l^rrct.,  the  surgeon,  and  saw 
some  of  the  originals,  as  they  were  called,  which 
were  executed  very  artilicially  ♦ ;  but  from  a 
careful  inspection  of  them,  ami  a  consideration 
of  the  circumstances  with  which  they  were 
attended,  we  were  quite  satialied  of  the  impos- 
ture, which,  indeed,  has  been  clearly  demon* 
fitrated  from  intenud  evidence,  by  sevcrml 
able  critics.^ 

Honest  Catcot  seemed  to  pay  no  attention 
whatever  to  any  objections,  but  insisted,  u  on 
end  of  all  controvensy,  that  we  shouJd  go  with 
him  to  the  tower  of  the  church  of  St*  Alary, 
RedcliiT,  and  view  with  our  own  ejjfrs  the  anciesit 
chest  in  which  the  manuscriptj  were  fuund.* 
To  this  Dr.  Johnson  good>naturediy  agreed « 
and,  though  troubled  with  a  shortness  of 
breathing,  laboured  up  a  long  flight  of  sttfpa, 
till  we  came  to  the  place  where  the  wonchnoua 
chest  stood.  *'  There,"'  said  Catcot,  with  a 
bouncing  confident  credulity,  ^iA«rtf  is  tiic 
very  chest  itself."  After  tm*  ocwlmr  demanr- 
stration^  there  was  no  more  to  be  said.  He 
brought  to  my  recollection  a  Scotch  High* 
lander,  a  man  of  learning  too,  anrl  v;ho  had 
seen  the  world,  attesting,  and  at  tl  ne 

f'lving    his    reasons   for,   the  aui  of 

ingal:  *^'I  have  heard  all  that  povui  when  I 
was  yonng,""     **  Have  you,  Sir?     Pray  what 


have  you   heard?' 


have  heard   Oesimit, 


Oscar,  and  every  otu*  of  them." ' 

Johnson  said  of  Uhattexton,  "This  is  the 
most  extraorduiary  young  man  that  has  en- 
countered my  knowleO  '  '  Tt  k  wnnderfhi 
how  the  whelp  has  writ  i 

We  were  by  no  me^iu    ^  our  iitti 


batrvntldttf  fOl^ 


her  •  . 
Ilmnnnh  mm: 
wu  well  r<- 

CflUliI  Dot  hi 

•  Mr.  LaajfeivM,  —  *c  ^^ 


«ff  loot  utUi;   l^ir.  »iluMl4»|>l;tji't 
-  (kuch  radiAtiofM  of  lnt«Uectual 

'..•  Milt  HjiunJili     ■    ,  '  ;r 

•'■ajfw/ird  Tiiti.  '  il 

r  nm  Kind  i       i  n, 

:    thia   tunc  ill  I.ondoD,  aiid 


l>  •»  liU 


tOWAM*  I". 
*  Scvci. 

»ndl  in  pf.i:..     -  ,    -. -  -    :/ 

inferior  to  Irelauti'ti  ^ti>ik4.>i|ieiUtiut  (u4g«f*a. 
UAH, 

»  Mr.  TyrwhUt,  Mr.  \V,»r;,.r 

«  Thli  tidtvrti  rtnvu. 
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Sncalter    !■  «  hrarif  .n 
m<fnt  ;  b<r  haj  known  i\\<,u-  s^  < 
Prelrndcr  wm  coiiucjmI  \n  n  v 

'  BcMwcll  tuui  Dat'told  ui  t 
1M7. 
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at  BrirtoL  «"  Let  ns  see  Bovr  wd  I, '^  km 
we  should  dexribe  it.*  Jofconn  was  readj 
widi  hk  raOlerf.  '^  Deaorfte  it.  Sir  ?  Wkj, 
it  was  80  bad,  that — Bocvdl  viibed  to  be  a 

ScoUaad!" 

After  Dr.  Jobim  retoiBed  to  Loodon* 
piaT  4di],  I  waf  aeverai  times  wilb  him  at 
bis  boose,  wbere  I  orrawonally  dept,  in  t^ 
room  that  had  been  ajgigned  for  me.  I  dmed 
with  him  at  Dr.  Tajkr's  [7tb],  at  General 
C^letborpe's  [8th],  and  at  General  FaolTs 
[9th].  To  aToid  a  tedious  minnteDeas,  I  shall 
group  tc^ether  what  I  hare  preserred  of  his 
oonversatioa  during  this  period  also,  withoot 
specifying  eadi  seene  where  it  passed,  exoqii 
one,  which  will  be  found  so  remarkable  as 
certainl J  to  desenre  a  verj  particiilar  rdation. 
Where  the  place  or  the  persons  do  not  con- 
tribute to  the  xest  of  the  oonTersation,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  encumber  mj  page  with  men- 
tioning them.  To  know  of  what  rintage  our 
wine  IS,  enablfat  us  to  judge  of  its  ralue,  and 
to  drink  it  with  more  reliw :  but  to  have  the 
produce  of  each  vine  of  one  rinejard,  in  the 
same  year,  kept  separate,  would  senre  no  pur- 
pose. To  kiu>w  that  our  wine  (to  use  an 
advertising  phrase)  is  "of  the  stock  of  an 
ambassador  Utelj  deceased,"  heightens  its 
flavour:  but  it  signifies  nothing  to  know  the 
bin  where  each  bottle  was  once  deposited.* 

"  Grarrick,**  he  observed,  **  does  not  plaj  the 
part  of  Archer  in  the  ^ Beaux  Stratagem* 
well.  The  gentleman  should  break  through 
the  footman,  which  is  not  the  case  as  he 
does  it."' 

^  Where  there  is  no  education,  as  in  savage 
countries,  men  will  have  the  upper  hand  of 
women.  Bodilj  strength,  no  doubt,  contributes 
to  this ;  but  it  would  be  so,  exclusive  of  that ; 
for  it  is  mind  that  always  governs.  When  it 
comes  to  dry  understanding,  man  has  the 
better." 

"The  little  volumes  entitled, ' Respublica,* * 
which  are  very  well  done,  were  a  bookseller's 
work." 

"  There  is  much  talk'of  the  misery  which  we 
cause  to  the  brute  creation;  but  they  are 
recompensed  by  existence.  If  they  were  not 
usefnl  to  man,  and  therefore  protected  by  him, 
they  would  not  be  nearly  so  numerous."  This 
argument  is  to  be  found  in  the  able  and 
benignant  Hutchinson's  "Moral  Philosophy." 
But  the  question  is,  whether  the  animals  who 


>  It  •ppcsri  from  hit  Letten,  that  being  called  up  to  advlie 
Dr.  Taylor  tn  an  ecclefiatttcal  suit,  (<mi2.  p  508.  o.  4.)  he 
left  Bath  on  Friday  night.  Sd  May*  and  arrired  in  London 
tyy  seven  o'clock  on  Satnrday.  —  Cbokb*. 

*  This  metaphor  by  no  meant  rvconciiet  ut  to  the  negli- 
fenoe  which  it  it  intended  to  excote.  Botwell'i  grrateit 
DMvIt  it  in  hit  detailt.  —  CaoKia. 

*  Garrlck,  on  the  other  hand,  denied  that  Johnion  wat 
lUe  of  dlttinguithlng  the  genttetnam  from  the/ooimafi. 
amti,  p.  490.  —  CaoKia. 

*  AoeouoU  of  the  principal  Statet  of  Europe.  —  Cbokib. 

*  "  A  pretty  booli  **  vat  made  up  ftrom  these  letteri  by  the 
lot*  Dr.Tratler,  eatltkd  *•  PrindplM  of  Politeneu."~  HaU. 
^  CBoanu 

*  **  1  one  day,"  laiyi  Mrt.  PioBri,**oonmended  a  young  lady 
for  her  beauty  and  pretty  bchaTioar,  **  to  whom  the  thought 


of  vanmt  kinds,  for  die 

of  exwtfnce  buob  tne  terms  on  which  taey  hav<e 
iL  Msdmae  de  Sevign^,  who,  tlKMigh  she  had 
many  enjoymeBts,  %idx  with  ddicate  sensibilitT 
tke  pftevalenoe  of  misery,  onrnplaim  of  tfe  task 
of  rrisrfnne  having  been  impowed  upon  her 
widiovt  her  consent. 

"  That  man  is  never  happy  for  the  present 
is  so  true,  that  all  his  rdier  from  anha|^»ness 
is  only  forgetdi^  himself  for  a  little  while. 
Lifo  is  a  progi^ess  from  want  to  want,  not  from 
enjoyment  to  enjoyment." 

"  Tboogh  many  men  are  nominally  intrusted 
with  the  administration  of  hospitals  and  other 
nublic  institutions,  almost  all  the  good  is  done 
oy  one  man,  by  whom  the  rest  are  driven  on ; 
owing  to  confidence  in  him  and  indolence  in 
them." 

"  Lord  Chesterfield's  Letters  to  his  Son  ^  I 
think,  might  be  made  a  veij  prettv  book. 
Take  out  the  immorality,  and  it  should  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  every  ;f  oung  gentleman.  An 
elegant  manner  and  easiness  of  behaviour  are 
acquired  gradually  and  imperc^tibly.  No 
man  can  say,  *  I'll  be  genteel.'  There  are  ten 
genteel  women  for  one  genteel  man,  because 
they  are  more  restraint.  A  man  without 
some  d^ree  of  restraint  is  insufferable ;  but 
we  are  ill  less  restrained  than  women.  Were 
a  woman  sitting  in  company  to  put  out  her  legs 
before  her  as  most  men  do,  we  should  be 
tempted  to  kick  them  in."  No  man  was  a 
more  attentive  and  nice  observer  of  behaviour 
in  those  whose  company  he  happened  to  be 
than  Johnson,  or,  however  strange  it  may 
seem  to  many,  had  a  higher  estimation  of  its 
refinements.^ 

Lord  Eliot  informs  me,  that  one  day  when 
Johnson  and  he  were  at  dinner  in  a  gentle- 
man's house  in  London,  upon  Lord  Chester- 
field's Letters  being  mentioned,  Johnson  sur- 
prised the  company  by  this  sentence :  "  Every 
man  of  any  education  would  rather  be  called 
a  rascal,  than  accused  of  deficiency  in  the 
gracety  Mr.  Gibbon,  who  was  present,  turned 
to  a  lady  who  knew  Johnson  well,  and  lived 
much  with  him,  and  in  his  quaint  manner, 
tapping  his  box,  addressed  her  thus:  "  Don't 
you  thmk,  Madam  (looking  towards  Johnson), 
that  among  all  jour  acquaintance,  you  could 
find  one  exception?"  The  lady  smiled,  and 
seemed  to  acquiesce."  "^ 


no  objectioni  could  have  been  made.  "  I  taw  her  (tayi  Dr. 
Johnton)  take  a  pair  of  tclttort  In  her  left  hand;  and, 
although  her  father  it  now  become  a  nobleman,  and,  at  you 
tay,  excettlTelr  rich,  I  tbould,  were  I  a  youth  of  quality  ten 
yeart  hence,  tietitate  between  a  girl  to  neglected  and  a 
negro."  —  Anecdotes.  "  The  child  who  took  a  pair  of  tcti- 
tort  In  her  led  liand  it  now  a  woman  of  quality,  hlahlr 
retpected,  and  would  cut  ut,  I  conclude,  mott  deterredir,  if 
more  were  tald  on  the  tubject."  —  PitoMi  MS.  I  Iwlleve 
that  the  lady  wat  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Lyttelton,aiter- 
wardt  Lord  Wettcote,  married  to  Sir  Richard  Hoare.  Shu 
wat  bom  in  Jamaica,  and  thence,  perlupi,  Johnton't  ttrange 
allution  to  the  negro.  —  CaoEU. 

7  Colman,  In  hit  "  Random  Records,**  haa  given  a  llrely 
tketch  of  the  appearance    and  mannera  of  ~  ' 
Gibbon  in  tociety:  — 


rely 
and 
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•'  I  read,"  saltl  he,  '•  Sbnrpe's  Letters  on 
Italy'  over  ugtiin,  when  I  wiis  at  B»th.  There 
is  A  ereut  <leai  of  matter  in  them.'* 

"Mrs.  Williams  was  angry  tlmt  Thrale'a 
family  did  not  send  rejjruhirly  to  her  every  lime 
they  hoard  from  nie  while  I  vtus  in  the  He- 
brideg.  Lilthi  people  are  apt  to  be  jealous: 
but  thev  shuuhl  not  be  jeuloua  ;  for  tliev  ought 
to  consider,  that  superior  attention  will  neces- 
sarily be  puid  to  superior  fortune  or  rnnk. 
Two  persons  may  have  equal  merit,  and  on 
that  account  may  have  an  equal  claim  to  at- 
tention ;  but  one  of  them  may  have  also 
I'ortune  and  rank,  and  so  may  have  a  double 
claim;' 

Talking  of  his  notes  on  Shnkfi[»earc,  he  said, 
"  1  despise  those  who  do  not  see  that  I  urn 
right  in  the  passage,  where  an  is  repeated,  and 
^ asses  of  great  cluvrgc*  introduced.  That  on 
*■  To  bet  ^^  ^ot  to  be,'  is  disputable.*** 

A  gentleman,  whom  I  found  sitting  with 
hira  one  morning,  8aid,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
character  of  an  infidel  was  more  detestable 
than  that  of  a  man  notoriously  puilty  of  an 
atrocious  crime.  I  diftered  from  him,  because 
we  arc  surer  of  the  odiousnesa  of  the  one, 
than  of  the  ciTor  of  the  other.  JonxsoN. 
"  Sir,  I  agree  with  him ;  for  the  infidel  would 
be  guilty  of  any  crime  if  he  were  inclined  to 
it." 

**  Many  things  which  are  false  are  trans- 
mitted from  book  to  book,  and  gain  credit  in 
the  world ♦  One  of  these  is  the  cry  against 
the  evil  of  luxury.  Now  the  truth  i?,  that 
luxury  produces  much  good.  Take  the  luxury 
of  bulhlings  in  London.  Doe^J  it  not  produce 
real  advantajrc  in  the  conveniency  and  elegance 
of  accommoilalion,  and  this  all  from  the  exer- 
tion of  industry  ?  People  will  tel!  you,  with 
a  melancholy  face,  how  many  builders  are  in 
gaol.  It  is  plain  they  are  in  gaol,  not  for 
tmilding;  for  rents  are  not  fallen.  A  man 
«;ives  half-a-guinca  for  a  dish  of  green  ix?.'is, 
Iluw  much  gardening  does  this  oecnsion  P  how 
raajiy  labourers  must  the  competition  to  have 
emch  things  early  in  the  market  keep  in  cm- 


**  The  karnol  Gibbon  ttti  n  cilHf>ii«  counti>rtialfl;ncr  to  thfl 
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I,      \\n^r         it,../l;f     Ih'     I. ,,,■..■ 


'I'hHr  mnn- 


j»loymcnt?  You  will  hear  it  nidd,  wry 
gravely,  *  Why  was  not  the  half-guinea,  thus 
spent  in  luxury,  given  to  the  poor?  To  how 
many  might  it  have  afforded  a  good  met!  ?' 
Alas  I  hag  it  not  gone  to  the  industriauM  poor, 
whom  it  ts  better  to  support  than  tiie  idU 
poor?  You  are  much  surer  Uial  you  are 
doing  good  when  yon  pat/  money  to  tliose  who 
work,  as  the  recompense  of  their  labour,  than 
wlten  yon  g-ii^e  money  merely  in  charity,  8tip- 
|K>se  tLe  ancient  luxury  of  a  dish  of  |>caeook*s 
brain."*  were  to  be  revived,  how  many  carciisca 
would  be  lell  Ui  the  ptH>r  at  a  cheap  rale  1  and 
as  to  the  rout  that  is  made  about  people  who 
are  ruined  by  e.vtravagance,  it  is  nt>  matter  toi 
the  nation  that  some  individuals  suflVr.  When 
so  much  general  productive  exertion  Ib  the 
consequence  of  luxury,  the  nation  docs  nof, 
care  though  there  are  debtors  in  gaol :  nay, 
lliey  would  not  care  though  their  ctHKiiiors 
were  there  too." 

The  uncommon  viv-neltv  of  G<         '     " 
thorj)e*s    mind,    and   variety   of 
having  sometimes  made  his  convt  u 

too  desultory;  Johnson  observed,  ;'»♦, 

Sir,  never  completes  what  he  baa  I*.  .-... 

He  on  the  same  account  made  a  ttirnil^r 
remark  on  Patrick  Lord  Elibank  ;  **  Sir,  ihero 
is  nothing  a»nc/tf*ir^  in  his  talk." 

WTien  I  complained  of  having  dinrd   al  a 
splendid  table  without  hearing  one  soii^ 
conversation  worthy  of  being  remenil'i 
said,  "  Sir,  there  seldom  is  any  such  cou^er*4i- 
tion."  BoswELL.   *'^liy  then  meet  at  tabh'?" 
Jonwsos.     "  Why,  to  eat  and  drink  t/)gctlicr, 
and   to  promote  Ictndness;   and,    Sir,   this   ti 
betterdone  when  there  is  no  solid  f 
for  when  there  is,  people  differ  iij 
get  Into  bad  humour,  or  eome  of  u..     ■.»..,, 
who  are  not  capable  of  such  conversation, 
left,  out,  and  feel  themselves  une3*;v     Tt  wm 
this  reason  Sir  Robert  ^\^'^lpoIe  s;i 
ttalked  grossly*  at  bistable,  ber 
al!  could  join. 

Being  irritated  by  ^hearing  a  gentleman* 
ask  Mr.  Levett  a  variety  of  questioiw  concermo^ 


»  TVU.  SAtnuH  Shitrpv,  a  rureron,  »ho  h«ii  tr^vclMS  fnr  hli 

hrnltf  ,   mill    nTtsr   rtTirrvifxtlon   f)f  ItnH.iij    KianrnTj   v«i 


iii,  not  wlii'ilifT   IL>jn'>< 
rntv  lfcf«,  trtit   whrfktf 

t  iMi*  Swtft  in  ii(« 


Of  Sir  ItnUrt  m;*. 

"  Wkh  favour  »n*I  furtimr-  f*«Mli'»»wtr  *»W», 
\\t)  (•  lou<1  tn  hit  Uuiijh  *fri  It  '     ' 

<  rmhAlilv  Mr.  tl^*«rrt1  bim««tr,  ^ 
thit  mode  of  oi>talnintf  ItiTurnuaion .  ^  t^  .k'»  wn. 
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ttiemttlics,  wliere  two  ihmg»,  encb  equal  to  a 
ihitU,  are  equal  between  ihwusclvos.  You 
n^ree  with  Jobntoti  as  a  iniddio  {quality,  juid 
you  aji^refl  with  me  as  a  middle  quality ;  but 
johiuon  Jirid  I  nhould  not  a^rec.  Sir  John 
was  Tiot  aufficieutly  tlexiblo ;  so  I  dcrsistud ; 
knowings  iiideo^J,  tliut  the  repulsion  was  euuidly 
strong  on  the  part  of  Johnson ;  who,  I  Know 
not  troni  what  cause,  unless  his  being  a  Scotch' 
mun,  hail  formed  a  very  erroueoujs  opinion  of 
Sir  John,  But  I  conceived  an  irre^ijstiblo  wisih, 
if  possible,  to  brin^  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr. 
Wilkes  touether.  Ilow  to  miin^e  ic,  was  a 
nice  and  difficult  matter.' 

My  worlhy  booL^tellers  mid  friend5,  Messieurs 
Diliy  in  the  Poultry -,  at  whose  hospitable  and 
wt*ll-covered  table  I  have  seen  a  greater  num' 
ber  of  literary  men  than  at  any  other^  except 
that  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  had  invited  mo 
to  meet  Mr.  Wilkes  and  some  more  gentlemen 
on  Wedneadiiy,  May  15.  "  Pray,**  said  I,  *'  let 
ua  have  Dr.  Johnson,"  "What,  with  Mr, 
Wilkes  I  not  for  the  world,"  said  Mr.  Edward 
Dilly:  "Dr,Johns<.m  would  never  forgive  me." 
**  Come,'*  said  I,  "  if  you'll  let  me  nesotiate  for 
vou,  I  will  be  answerable  that  all  shall  go  well.** 
biu>r.  **  Nay,  if  you  will  take  it  upon  you,  I 
am  sure  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  them  both 
here." 

Notwithstanding  the  hi^h  veneration  which 
I  entertained  for  Dr.  Johnson,  I  was  senaiblo 
tlint  he  was  isometiuies  a  little  actuated  by  the 
«pirJt  of  contnidiction,  and  by  means  of  that  1 
hoped  I  should  p^ain  my  point.  I  was  persuaded 
that  if  I  had  come  upon  him  with  a  direct  pro- 
po.sal,  '*  Sir,  will  you  dine  in  company  with 
Jack  Wilkes  ?  "  he  would  have  flown  into  a 
pa.'^Hion,  and  would  probably  have  answered, 
**  I)ine  with  Jack  Wilkes,  Sir  f  1  'd  as  soon  dine 
with  Jack  Ketch."  ^  I,  therefore,  while  we 
were  sittincr  quietly  by  ourst?Ivca  at  his  house 
in  an  evening,  took  occasion  to  open  my  plan 
thus :  "  Mr.  Dilly,  Sir,  sends  his  resj^>ectful 
compltmcnts  to  you,  and  would  be  happy  if  you 
would  do  him  the  honour  to  dine  with  him  on 
We«lne8ilay  next  along  with  me,  as  I  must  soon 
po  to  Scotland."  Johjsson,  '*Sir,  1  am  ob- 
lij;cd  to  Mr.  Dilly.  1  will  wait  ujwn  him — ." 
Bo8WBLi*4  "  Provided,  Sir,  1  suppose,  that  the 
company  which  he  is  to  have  is  agreeable  to 
you  r  "  JouKSOJf.  **■  "WTiat  do  you  mean,  Sir  ? 
\Miat  do  you  t^ke  me  ft»r  ?  l>o  you  think  I 
am  so  ignorant  of  tJie  world  as  to  imagine  that 
I  am  to  prescribe  to  a  gvnllcman"^hat  company 
ho  ij$  to  have  at  his  table?*'  Bosweix.  "i 
IjHeg  your  pardon.  Sir,  for  wishin;;  to  prevent 
you  from  meeting  people  whom  you  might  not 
like.  Perhaps  he  may  have  some  of  what  he  , 
calU  hia  palrioric  friends  with  hin»."  Jounsok,  ( 
*'  Well,  Sir,  and  what  then  ?  \Mittt  care  /  for  \ 
hia  patriottc/ntniditf    PohJ"     Bo8WJsLt«     "I 
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tarf  vehenusiL     Se« 

*  K. 

il  of  course  of  Whtf 


should  Dot  be  surprised  to  fwil  I, en 

there,"  Joirivson.  **  And  if  Jack  ^  nJd 

be  there,  what  is  tliat  to  mc^  Sir  Y  My  d«fir 
friend,  let  us  have  no  more  of  this.  I  am  mny 
to  be  angry  with  you  ;  but  rejitly  tt  li  treating 
mc  strangely  to  talk  to  me  as  if  1  cnjuld  not 
meet  any   company   whatever,    <  !Iv.'* 

BoftWELL.     "Pray  forgive  me,   ^  ;int 

well.     But  you  shall  meet  whoc\  lor 

me,"     Thus  I  secured  him,  and  t  lial 

he  would  find  him  very  well  ph m  i.^  ^n© 

of  his  ^ests  on  the  day  apiMiiiii     I. 

Upon  the  much  ejtpet-'tvd  \\  c«lyi>i  |;ty,  I  cidlcfi 
on  hmi  about  halt'  an  hour  before  cUiiner,  :ui  I 
often  did  when  we  were  to  dine  out  togctber» 
to  see  that  he  was  ready  in  time,  and  to  au* 
oompany  him.  I  found  him  bulTeting  hi»  l:nx>kii^ 
as  upon  a  lormer  occasion*,  eoveied  with  duat, 
and  making  no  preparation  for  goin^^  ubroiui. 
**  How  IS  this,  Sir  ?  said  L  "  Don  "i  you  re- 
collect that  you  are  to  dine  at  Mr.  Di^lly  a  f  ** 
JoHSBON.  "  Sir,  I  did  not  think  of  going  to 
Dilly*s  :  it  wejjt  out  of  m^  bead.  I  have  or- 
dered dinner  at  home  with  Mra.  WlUiaini,"* 
BoswEix.  **  But,  my  dear  Sir,  you  know  you 
were  engaged  to  Mr,  Dilly,  and  I  told  him  «a. 
He  will  expei^t  you,  and  will  be  much  disup^ 
pointed  if  you  don 't  come."  Johssom.  "You 
must  talk  to  Airs.  Williams  alxjut  this/* 

Here  was  a  sad  dilemma,     I  tfeared  iJiat  wlimt 
I  was  so  confident  I  had  secured  would  yet  lie 
frustrated.      He   had   accustomed   himsL^lf  to 
show  Mrs.  Williams  such  a  d<^ree  of  ( 
attention,  as  freauently  imposed  some  : 
upon  him;  and  I  knew  that  if  sh       ' 
obstinate,  he  would  not  stir.     I  h 
stairs  to  the  blind  lady's  n>om,  an  .  . 
was  in  great  uneasiness,  for  Dr.  Johi. 
engaged  to  me  to  dine  this  d;iy  at  Mf 
but  uiat  he  had  told  me  he  had 
engagement,  and  had  orderetl  dii 
"  Yeis,  Sir,"  said  she,  pretty  peevishU,  *^Df, 
Johnson  is  to  dine  at  home. '     **  Madam/*  'aid 
I,  *'his  respect  for  you  is  guch,  that  Ik 
will  not  leave  yoii,  tinless  you  absolute 
it.     But  as  you  have  so  much  of  his  coifipunT, 
I  hope  you  will  be  pood  enough   to  foryigt^  it 
for  a  day,  as  Mr.  Dilly  is  a  very  worthy  maji, 
has   frequently  had  agreeable  parties  at    bin 
house  for  Dr.  Johnsoi»,  and  will  bi?v.-..«i  <( 
the  Doctor  neglects  him    to-day.     A: 
Madam,  be  plcas^ed  to  consider  my  rv  ■ 
I  carrie<i  the  message,  and  I  assured  Mr.  Diiiy 
that  Dr.  Johnson  was  to  come ;  and  no  doiiM_ 
he  has  mode  a  dinner,  and  invit^^d  a  coai| 
and  boasted  of  ih*.*  honour  he  expected  to 
I  shall  be  quite  disgraced  if  the  Doirtnr  is 
there."     She  gradually  softened  to  my  iiolirir^* 
tions,  which  wen?   certainly  as  cm  i 
entreaties  to  bulies  upon  any  ocri* 
graciuuaij  pleaded  to  empower  mc  u>  ivu  Or. 


whpn  the  truth  It,  It  wa*  001}-  ntjtpattd  bf  ine.  —  toilTWIU. 
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Jatinson,  "  That,  all  things  considered,  ebe 
thought  be  should  certainly  po,'*  I  flew  back 
to  Kinit  atlU  in  du»t^  and  cnrelesis  of  what  should 
b<*  the  event,  "  bdlfifereot  in  his  choice  to  go 
or  flUv  ;  "^  but  as  soon  an  I  had  announced  to 
htm  Mrw.AVillismi*'*  consent,  he  roared,  *' Frank, 
a  clean  fihirt ! "'  and  was  very  eoon  dresjed. 
When  I  had  him  fairly  seated  in  a  hackney- 
cftfti^b  with  me,  I  exulttni  as  much  as  a  fortune- 
hunter  wlio  hus  got  an  heiress  into  a  fKWt-chalse 
wiUi  him  txi  *et  out  for  Gretna  Green- 

When  we  entered  Mr.  Dilly*a  drawing-room, 
he  found  himaelf  in  the  midst  of  a  company  he 
did  not  know.  I  kept  myself  snug  and  silent, 
wafi'hiiii*  how  he  would  conduct  himself.  I 
ob*orved  him  whi!»[M?nnj»  to  Mr,  Dilly,  *'  Who 
ii  ihiit  jjouilonian,  Su'f**  —  "Mr,  Arthur  Lee." 
JniiNJfioN.  '*  Too,  too,  too  **  (under  his  breath), 
whii!h  waa  one  of  his  habitual  muttcrings*  Mr. 
Arthur  hva  could  not  but  be  very  obnoxious 
to  Johnson,  for  he  was  not  only  a  patriot^  but 
an  Antfiriean.  He  waa  afterwar<is  minister 
from  the  United  State*  nt  the  court  of  Madrid, 
**And  who  ij*  the  gentleman  in  laee?**- — 
**Mr.  Wilkes,  Sir."  This  information  cou- 
faun<Jed  him  still  more ;  be  had  some  difficulty 
to  restrain  himself,  and,  taking  up  a  book,  Mit 
down  u|Min  u  wlndow-sent  and  rea<i,  or  at  leji»t 
kept  hi;^  '^ye  tijiou  it  intn-ntly  for  some  time,  till 
(j,.  ..-,,.,r..,-...i  }u*,,  ,.i(  \l\^  feelings,  I  dare  say, 
v.-  But  he  no  doubt  re- 

<.'  !  ^  i   me  for  supposing  that 

he  co«l<i  be  at  all  disconcerted  by  any  com- 
pany, and  he  therefore  reaoluttdy  Bet  himself 
to  liehave  tjuite  as  nn  easy  man  of  the  worki, 
who  could  ndapt  hiimielf  at  once  to  the  dijipo- 
iition  and  manncra  of  tho«e  whom  he  might 
cttanre  t<i  mfft, 

I"  >und  of  '*  Dinner  h  upon  the 

Ivi  bis  reverie,   and  we  all  sat 

down  wttntnii  .my  symptom  of  ill  humour. 
TlicnB  wer»?  pres4?nt,   beside   Mr.  \N'ilkefl   and 


I 


♦'■■■r  Lee,  who  wn^;  an  old  companion 
u  he  fttudied  |>hyFic  at  EdlnbuT^h, 
>ir   John)    Miller S   Dr,  Lettsnm, 
iftT.    the    druggist.      Mr.  Wilkes 
pi  -I  If  next  to  Dr.  Johnson,  and  be- 

iMircd  to  him  with  so  much  attention  and 
polheocs.  that  he  gained  uj^Km  him  insensibly. 
No  man  eat  more  heartily  than  John»on,  or 
b7iki*fi  ^H'fU'r  what  wnn  nire  anil  doiioate.  Mr. 
Wilkca  wan  very    i  '      u'  him  to 

tome  fine  veal.  •,  Sir  — 

III*  bett'T  her«!  —  A  umic  m  luv  brown  — 
8onir  fat.  Sir  —  A  little  of  the  stuffing  — 
gp^,,.  ,^.,  „  r  ...  ..,^  htkxt*  the  pleaAure  of 
mt-  •  — Allow  me  to  i-eeom- 

fwi  .  -  :.  ,■  ortingo;  or  Uie  lemon, 

peHiajr  more  xe*t.**^ — **8Lr;  air,  I 

Aoi  obi  II,  8ir,"  criod  Johnion,  bow-  ' 


Cab  »i»f  (v  rir/i.r  U>^■c  '  •  -        wftn. 
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ing,  and  turning  his  head  to  bim  with  a  look 
for  .wrae  lime  of  "  aurly  virtue/'  *  but,  in  a 
abort  while,  of  complacency. 

Poot«i  being  mentioned,  Juhntcm  said,  ^11* 
ts  not  a  good  mimic."  One  of  the  company 
added,  "A  merry- andrcw,  a  bunVHiu,"  John- 
sow.  "  But  he  has  wit  too,  and  is  not  deficient 
in  ideas,  or  in  fertility  and  variety  ol*  iumffery, 
and  not  empty  of  residing  ;  be  has  knowknlge 
enough  to  fill  up  his  part.  One  species  of  wit 
he  has  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  of  eseune, 
You  drive  him  iniri  a  comer  with  both  hantw ; 
but  he's  gone,  Sir,  when  you  think  you  have 
got  him  —  like  an  animal  that  jumps  over  your 
head.  Then  he  has  a  great  range  for  wit; 
he  never  let^  truth  stand  between  him  and  u 
jest,  tind  he  is  sometimes  mighty  coarse.  Gar- 
rick  ijj  under  many  restraints  from  which  Foole 
is  tree,*'  Wililes.  '*  Garrick's  wit  is  more 
like  Lord  Chesterfield's."  Johnsok.  "  The 
6r8t  time  I  was  in  company  with  Foote  was  at 
Fitzherbert's.  Having  no  gcxi*!  t»pinion  of  (he 
fellow,  I  was  resolved  not  to  be  ptvo^Mi ;  and 
it  is  very  ditlicult  to  please  a  mtm  nguinst  his 
will.  I  went  on  «aiiu^  uiy  dumer  pretty  sul- 
lenly, affe.  ' '  iMlhiin.  Itn 
was  so  v»'  1  was  obli 
down  mv                      nun.,  thniw  nivi'  u    u.u  k 


upon  mv 

sir      K.wTt 


niirlv  laugh  it  out. 


No, 


the  many  and  varioii  iic  tried  of 

Itf.Mtinrr  money,  he  \-  :  r  \vith   a 

brewer,  and  li* 
I  lila  for  procurin- 

his  numerous  acquaintance.  I'it/hcrUTt  wu» 
one  who  took  bis  small-beer ;  but  it  wus  so 
bad  that  the  servants  re»olve<l  not  to  drink  ii. 
Thvy  were  at  9<^mie  loss  how  to  notify  thi^ir 
resolution,   being    afraid    of    .r*      ''  '     r 

master,  who  they  knew  liked   1 

companion.  Atlasttheydxeduj^^ ~ 

boy,  who  woa  rather  a  favt>urite,  to  be  their 
deputy,  and  deliver  their  remon-fi  ihm  r  r  .md, 
having  invested  him  with  tlic  v 
of  the  kitchen,  he  was  to  infon 
Ijcrt,  in  all  their  names,  uptm  a  eertain  day, 
that  they  would  drink  F<H*re*»  small- beer  no 
longer.  On  that  day  Foote  hapi>etted  to  dine 
nt  Fitzberl)crt'^  and  this  boy  w^rveri  at  table  ; 
he  was  so  deli^''  '    Ftmti/*  m  ! 

merriment,  anl  that  wh« 

down  stairs,  he  mij  tunu,  •  "Hils  \v  tin  iiiu>t. 
man  I  have  ever  seen.  I  will  not  deliver  yt»ur 
message.     I  will  drink  hi?  ftmHll-lH'or/  '* 

Somebody  f>lfserved  that  Garritk  eould  not 
hw,'  lit. HI  *()]?>  Wii.kiKSi.  **  Garriik  would 
I  beer  Mill  smaller.     He  t^ 

I  ,.  ''^'-'  ?  ^"*  ^^  **^^  r*"/  Scrub 


tMf  ChM  Johnton  mI«1  of  him,  **For  loud, 
sro*A~{at*d  mirth,  t  know  not  hi*  «qiiyit.'*^  — 
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all  hb  life/'  I  knew  that  Johnson  would  let 
nobody  uttBck  Garrick  but  himself,  as  Garriok 
Hmd  to  uie^  and  I  had  beard  him  pruifie  hia 
Jibcrulitv ;  80  to  bring  out  his  coininendiition  of 
his  celebrated  puptl,  I  siiid,  loudly^  "  1  have 
heard  Garrick  is  liberal "  Johnson.  **  Yea, 
8lrt  I  know  tbat  Garrick  has  given  away  more 
money  than  any  man  ia  England  that  I  am 
acquainted  witK  ^^d  that  not  trom  ostentatious 
views.  Garrick  was  very  poor  when  he  began 
life ;  so  when  he  came  to  have  money,  he  pro- 
bably was  very  unskilful  in  giving  away^  and 
saved  when  he  should  not.  But  Garrick  began 
to  be  liberal  as  aooo  as  he  could  ;  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  the  reputation  of  avarice  which  he 
has  hoil  ha5  been  very  lucky  for  bim,  and  pre- 
vented hJ8  having  made  enemie^i.  You  despise 
a  man  for  avarice,  but  do  not  Late  him.  Gar' 
rick  might  have  been  much  better  aitJicked 
for  living  with  more  splendour  than  is  suitable 
to  a  player  '  \  if  they  had  had  the  wit  to  have 
ftaaaulted  him  in  that  quarter,  they  might  have 
palled  him  more.  But  they  have  kept  cla- 
mouring about  hi«  avarice,  which  haa  rescued 
him  from  much  obloquy  and  envy." 

Talking  of  the  preut  difficulty  of  obtaining 
authentic  information  for  biography,  Johnson 
told  us,  "  When  I  was  a  youn;^  tellow,  1  wanted 
to  write  the  Life  of  Drydun ",  and,  in  order 
to  get  materials,  I  applied  to  the  only  t^vo  per- 
eons  then  alive  who  had  seen  him  ;  these  were 
old  Swjnney ',  and  old  Gibber.  Swinney'i 
information  wa.s  no  more  than  this,  *That  at 
Will's  eoflee-house  Dryden  had  a  particular 
chair  for  himself,  which  wa.«i  set  by  the  ftre  in 
winter,  and  was  t|jen  called  hia  winter  chair  ; 
and  that  Jt  was  c^irried  out  for  him  to  tjje 
balcony  in  summer,  and  vva:<  then  called  hiB 
summer  chair.*  Cibtier  coidd  tfll  no  more  but 
'  That  he  rememl)ercd  him  a  decent  old  n»an, 
arbiter  of  critical  disoules  at  Will's.*  You  are 
to  consider  that  Ciblier  vf&s  then  at  a  grout 
distance  trom  Dryden,  ha^i  perhaps  one  leg 
only  in  the  room,  and  duri^t  not  draw  in  the 
other."  *  Bo«wbIj1*.  "  Yet  Ciblier  was  a  man 
of  observation  ?  "  Johnson.  '*  I  think  not." 
BottWRU^.  '*  You  will  allow  his  '  Apology '  to 
be  well  done."  Jodnson,  '^Yvry  well  done, 
to  bi'  sure.  Sir.  That  book  is  a  striking  proof 
of  the  justice  of  Pope's  remark  :  — 

'  Eftch  mif^ht  hin  sevural  province  well  command. 
Would  (dl  bvii  stoop  to  what  they  understand.*  ** 

Bob  WELL.    "  And  his  plays  are  good*"    Joun- 


t  ThU  otMwrvation  ucFedtti,  I  mutt  own.  tbe  idea  tluic  the 
chufnr*"'  -f  ^'-"M.-.,,.  ir.  ih..  n^wiiKiMr.  WAS  metfit  for  Gur> 
rirt 

1    I  Ltvu,"  a*  well  m»  tiu 

'•  t.ii  'fnti,  p.  m.  n.  a.— 

•  Owtm  MeSwinijrir,  who  diwi  In  I7M,  «nd  bcaueAthcd  hJ» 
tnrVui'-   U>    Mr.   ^V.-mviiiton,   fh-  irt^cm,      Ttr  hnrt   bcm  « 

inmi.i,  :.-.,..', 

tlH.V 
llJIVI 
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SON.  **Yfia;  but  that  wa«  hj«  trade;  Vetprit 
du  corp$ ;  he  had  been  all  his  lite  among 
playera  and  play-writersi.  I  wonderwl  thai  lie 
Lad  so  tittle  to  say  in  converaiition,  for  he  had 
kept  the  be^t  company*  and  learnt  all  that  con 
be  got  by  the  ear.  He  abused  Pindar  to  me, 
and  then  showed  me  an  o<lc  of  his  own,  with 
an  fvbsurd  couplet,  making  a  linnet  »oar  on  on 
eagle's  wing.'^  I  told  bim  that  when  tiie  so* 
cients  made  a  simile,  they  always  mode  It  like 
something  real.*' 

Mr.  WUkea  remarked,  that  "am*K(ig  jdl 
the  bold  flights  of  Sbakspcare's  inmgi nation, 
the  boldest  wa^  making  Birnam^woud  utorcJi 
to  Dunsinane;  creating  a  wood  when^  there 
never  wtw  a  shrub ;  a  wood  in  Scotland  I  ha ! 
ha  I  ha!"  And  he  also  observed,  that  *HJ:ie 
clannLsli  slavery  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
was  the  single  exceyition  to  Milton's  reniark  of 
'  the  mountain  nyumh,  sweet  Liberty,'  being 
worshipped  in  all  hilly  countries,"  "  When  \ 
was  at  Inverary,"  sjiid  he,  "  on  a  visit  \u  uij 
old  friend  Archibald,  Duke  of  Argyle,  his 
dependents  congratulated  me  on  bcin^  BUich  n. 
favourite  of  his  firace.  I  said,  *  It  in,  llieti, 
gentlemen,  truly  lucky  for  me ;  for  if  I  hoii 
displeased  the  duke,  and  be  had  wished  it, 
there  is  not  a  Campbell  among  vou  but  would 
have  been  ready  to  bring  John  Wilkes's  be«d 
to  bim  in  a  chttr*^er.     It  would  have  been  only 

*  Off  with  his  head !  so  much  (or  vf^/««tmry/ 

I  waa  then  member  for  Avlesbury,*' 

Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  AVilkes  talked  of  lh» 
contested  piLssage  in  Horace's  **  Art  of  Poetry," 
Difficile  f^t  proprie  communia  dicenf,  Mt, 
"WUkes,  according  to  my  note,  gave  the  inter- 
pretation thus :  "  It  is  dillicult  to  speak  wtlii 
propriety  of  common  things;  as  if  a  port 
had  to  speak  of  Queen  Caroline  drinking  tea, 
he  must  endeavour  to  avoid  the  vulgarity  of 
cups  nnd  saucers."  But,  upon  reading  my 
note,  he  tells  me  that  he  meant  to  ray,  thiut 
"  the  word  commtmiay  being  a  liomoii  Uw 
term,  signifies  here  things  amunnni*  jurU^  that 
is  to  say,  what  have  never  yet  been  treated  by 
anv  body ;  and  this  appears  clearly  froiu  what 
followed,  — 


Tuque 


iliv. 


no  whMi  UrjrtttMt  dial,  itiid  ha^J  pro 
iMmc't  Liiki  XA{fl  ll*f  yc»n  l»elorr 


Rectiiks  lUacum  carmen  d«ducis  la  otfrtuo, 
QuHru  si  proferres  tgnol«  indiclaque  pmnuti.* 

You  will  cosier  moke  a  tragedy  out  of  the  Iliad 
than  on  any   subject  not  handled  before."* 


♦  See  awlf.  p.  1  JT.  —  Bn«w»u_ 

Tf-        ■  '  

n 


'•  •  'I'll  I  <      ■        ,... .. .   —  . .....im'tiit 

n.''  M  ni^  rr<i  <'  ii''..  > !'•'  •coiu»  »ti\9  wrrhmm  vrrAS'l 
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Joii3»oir.    '*  He  means  that  It  is  difficult  to 

ftp|/nif>natc  to  particular  persons  qiiaUties 
vhirli  Arc  common  to  all  mankind,  as  Homer 
kfts  done." 

WnJLFa,  "  We  h»ve  no  city-poet  now :  that 
U  MI  office  which  has  gone  into  dit«u&c.  The 
Iftst  was  Elkanah  Sf^Hlc'  There  is  soraething 
in  matwM  wliirh  oiio  ijiinnot  help  feeling.  Now 
Slktmah  Scttlf  sountls  ro  queer,  who  can  expect 
much  from  tliat  niune  ?  We  should  have  no 
b^italiun  to  'five  it  for  John  Dryden,  in  pre- 
ference to  Elkanfth   Settle,  from   the   names 

ly,  without  knowin;^  their  difter«*nt  merits." 

uiifioiv.  ^*  I  sunjiOHe,  Sir,  Settle  did  as  well 
T  aldermen  in  his  timet  as  John  Home  oould 
dn  now.  ^V"he^e  did  Beekford  and  Trecothick 
Icurn  English?" 

Mr.  Arthur   Lee   mentioned   some  Scotch 
who  bad  token  possession  of  a  barren  part  of 
America,   and    wondered    why    they    should 
cbcH»9e  it,    JoHNSoif.    "  Why,  Sir,  afl  barren- 
ness is  comparative.    The  Scotch  would   not  j 
know  it  to  be  barr»>n."    Bos  well,  "  Come,  ^ 
comei  he  i*  flalteringj  the  English.     You  huve 
now  been  in  Scotland,  Sir,  and  say  if  you  did  ^ 
not  Ki'«  meat  and  drink  enough  there."     John-  , 
•ON.  "  Why,  ye*,  Sir ;  meat  and  drink  enough  , 
to  give  the  inhabitants  sufficient  strenpth   to 
run  awuv   fnjm  home."     All  the^se  guirk  and  \ 
lively  safliejiwcre  ftsiid  sptjrtivelv,  quite  in  jest, 
and  vrith  A  smile,  which  showwi  that  he  meant 
onU  u'lt      TTpon  this  topic  he  and  Mr.  Wilkes 
v<  ily  ftjs^imilate ;  here  was  a  bond  of 

nil  ell  them,  and  I  was  conscious  that 

as  biith  oi  thorn  hud  visited  Caledonia,  both 
were  fully  eatislioil  of  the  strange  narrow  igno- 
rance of  those  who  imagine  that  it  is  a  lantl  of 
^mitio.  But  they  amused  tliemselvcs  with 
p.  in  the  old  jokes.     When  I  eJaimed 

14  V    for   See  »t  land  over   England  in 

one  iLviH'  t,  tliat  no  man  can  be  arrested  there 
for  0  «K'bt  miirely  beeausc  another  swears  it 
against  bini ;  but  there  nuist  first  be  the  judg- 
ment of  a  court  of  liiw  ascertaining  its 
jiMii«  i^  ;  iiui  fliti»  1  si  i/nre  of  the  person, 
1)  li,  can  tjikc  pbiee 

« i:  V  ear  that  he  is  about 

I'  lit-  tuuutry,  or,  as  it  is  technically 

♦^  i^  i»    rrwtiifuttone  fu^a,      WiLKES. 

**  'i"l»,ki,  I  aUniihi  think,  may  be  safely  sworn  of 
dll  the  Scotch  nation/'  Joiikso?!  (to  Mr. 
Wilkey).  **  You  must  know,  Sir,  I  Intelj 
took  my  friend  Boflwelt,  and  showed  him  ge> 


name  civilised  life  in  an  English  provtnetal 
town.  I  turned  him  loose  at  Liehfield,  my 
native  city,  that  he  might  sec  for  once  real 
civility;  for  you  know  he  lives  aauonij *uvttges 
in  Scotlanfl,  and  among  rakes  in  L«n»di*u,'* 
WfLKES.  **  Except  when  he  is  with  ffrave, 
sober,  decent  people,  like  you  and  me."  Joiim- 
fiON  (smiling).  **  And  we  ashamed  of  him." 

They  were  quite  frank  and  easy.  Johntiou 
toki  the  story  of  his  asking  Mrs.  Maenuhiy  to 
allow  her  footman  to  sit  down  with  them,  to 
prove  the  ridiculousness  of  tbt^  argument  for 
the  equality  of  umnkind ;  anfl  he  said  to  me 
afterwards,  with  a  nod  of  sati*ifaction,  **  Yuu 
saw  Mr.  Wilkes  acquicsceii."  Wilkes  lidkrd 
with  all  imnginable  freedom  of  the  ludicrxtii!* 
title  given  to  the  altorney-generttl,  Dtab^tlns 
reffig  -  adding,  "  I  have  reasuti  to  know  j»on)e- 
thing  al}out  that  oflicer;  for  I  wus  jir..-i  .-.ii."!] 
for  a  libel."  Johnson,  who  mniny[M.ii 
have  fupi^Kused  must  have  been  furiiu: 
at  hearing  this  talked  of  so  lightly,  saici  not  a 
word.  He  was  now,  tntU'etl^  *^  a  gootl*humoured 
fellow." 

After  tUnner  we  had  an  oeceesioA  of  Mr*. 
Knowles*,  the  Quaker  lady,  well  known  for  htT 
various  talents,  ft«id  of  hlr.  Aideiniaw  Lee,* 
Amidst  some  patriotic  groans,  somelwMiy  (I 
think  the  Alderman)  saiil,  **  Po<ir  ohl  England 
is  lost.*'  JoBSso?}.  **  Sir,  it  is  nut  so  much  in 
be  l.imented  that  old  England  is  lost,  as  thftt 
the  Scotch  have  found  ft/*  *  Wilxes.  "  Hnd 
Lord  Bute  governe<l  Srotland  only,  I  vhoutd 
not  have  taken  the  trouble  to  write  his  eulogy, 
and  diMlieat^'  *MoftTtMEK*  to  him." 

Rfr.  Wilkes  held  a  c«ndle  to  show  a  fin« 
print  of  A  bcautiftd  female  tigure  which  hung 
in  the  room,  and  pointt-d  out  the  elegant  con- 
tour of  the  bosom  with  the  finger  of  an  arch 
connoisseur.  He  afYerw.'irds  in  a  conversation 
with  me  woggishlv  insl.ite<l,  that  all  the  time 
Johnson  Bhowed  visible  signs  of  n  fervent  ad- 
miration of  the  corres[»mding  charms  of  the 
fiiir  (inoker. 

This  record,  though  l»y  no  means  so  perfect 
as  1  eoiilrl  wish,  will  serve  to  m\Q  a  ncjtion  of 
a  very  curious  interview,  wbich  w/is  not  nrify 
pleasing  at  the  time,  but  )\w\  the  ii|i,'^r  « 

beriigtmnt  eflfeet  of  reconciling  any 
and  sweetening  any  nciclity,  which,  in  tht  va- 
rious bttfttle  of  political  contest,  hud  Imnmi  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  two  men,  wh(v  though 
widely  ditferent,  hml  so  nuiny  things  in  com* 


^ 


*  ^ttiv.  for  liii  fulliim  «ui1i«cUy.  wt«  mmi1.-  nK.'ir)  (,.».(.  1    |r   ji  lo  Oii.   cmiliMnim  thuf   itll»j»irvii  T»  •ut>f><M^<t  In  \i* 


I. Ml     • 

M   — 


*t--- 


VMHU)« 
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raon  —  cla«?>icftl  learning,  moilern  litoralare, 
wit  and  humour,  aiHl  tvudy  repartee  ^ — that  it 
would  have  been  luudi  to  be  regretted  if  they 
Umi  been  for  ever  oX  a  diiftunce  from  each 
oilier. 

Mr.  Qarke  gave  me  much  credit  for  this 
miccesdful  nrgotiation;  and  {jleiisaiitW  said, 
"  that  there  wsis  nothing  enmal  to  it  in  the 
wholi5  history  of  th«  citrps  (lipltrmuthj/tie.** 

I  attended  Dr.  Johni*on  li*mit%  iind  had  tJie 
Btttisfnclion  to  hear  him  tell  Mrs.  Williama 
h<iw  inurli  lie  had  been  pleased  with  Mr. 
Wilkes's  company,  and  what  an  agreeable  day 
he  had  puAseu.* 

I  talked  a  good  d^  to  him  of  the  celebrated 
Margaret  Caroline  Ruddi,  whom  I  had  visited, 
induced  by  the  fame  of  her  talents,  nddresa, 
and  irre^iatiUle  power  of  fascination.'^  To  a 
latly  who  dis^approvcd  of  my  visiting  her,  he 
saia  on  a  former  occasion,  "  Nay,  Madam^ 
Boswell  is  in  the  right ;  I  ishould  have  visited 
her  my»clf,  were  it  not  that  they  have  now  a 
trick  of  putting  every  thing   into  the   news- 

f>apery,"  This  evening  he  exckiinied^  "  lenvy 
lim  his  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  liudd/' 

1  mentioned  a  scheme  which  I  had  of  mak* 
bg  a  tour  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  jiving  a  full 
account  of  it ;  and  tiiat  Mr.  Burke  ha<I  play- 
fully suggested  as  a  motto, 

»'  The  proper  stiitl)-  of  mankind  is  Mak." 

Jrtn.Btso^.  "  Sir^  you  will  get  more  by  the  book 
tbiui  the  jaunt  wdl  coat  you ;  ao  you  will  have 
your  diversion  for  nothings  and  add  to  your 
reputation."* 


CIUPTER  L\TI. 
1776—1777. 


/oAfiaow'*  Tamper.  —  Sir  Joshua  Reynntih*»  Dhnen, 

—  Gttldfmit/i'i  Epitaph.  —  The  Rintnd  Rohin.  — 
EmjyhiftHitHt  tif  Time.  —  Corrt$}MiHdtnce,  —  Re- 
ttmcititttiun  in  the  BoMweU  Fumilt/.  —  Bhtir'a 
Sermitru.  - —  Seivre   Sndinpontion*  —  Efutrr    thnj. 

—  /Vfiyrr.  —  .^*V  Aleiander  Dick. —  Sh(tw'»  Erie 
Grammar,  — Johtuon  en^agen  to  vrite  **  Thr 
Lives  of  the  English  Potts>'' —  Edward  Dilltf,  — 
CtirrespandeHi't.  —  Charles  O*  Connor, 

On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  [16th  May] 
I  took  leave  of  hiui,  being  to  set  out  /or 


<  Th«  rolloirtat  It  Dr.  JohiiHm*!  own  cood'hainourtd 

ATCOuni  to  Mr»,  TJiralo  of  tht*   fneKina:  —  "For  Wjr  p«rt  I 

dincil  r.  Aldffrtniin  Wllkva, 

Ami    '.  -    I...-.-.   111.   lir.^rlivr. 


Scotland.  1  thanked  him,  with  great  wsirmth, 
for  all  hia  kindne^js.  '*  Sir»"  Miid  he»  *'  you 
are  very  welcome.  Nobody  rc|^ya  it  with 
more." 

How  yery  false  la  the  notion  that  haM  gone 
round  the  world,  of  the  rough,  and  pai^^ionatd, 
and  harsh  manners  of  thi^  great  and  good 
man  1  That  he  had  occasional  «aUic«  ol  heat 
of  temper,  and  that  he  was  sometiiii  .  ^  »f»s, 
too  "■  easily  provoked  "  by  absurd  i  I  y^ 

and  sometimes  to<j  desirous  of  tnu.,,,*.,  ...  .  oU 
loquial  contest,  must  be  allowed.  The  quick- 
ness both  of  hiB  perception  and  sensiibdity  dJA* 
posed  him  to  sudden  explosions  of  satire ;  to 
which  hia  extraordinary  readiness  of  wit  was  4 
strong  and  almost  irresistible  incitement.  To 
adopt  one  of  the  fmeat  images  in  Mr*  Home's 
"  Douglas," 

•'  On  each  glance  of  thought 

Deeiiiii)n  Tol  lowed,  as  the  thunderbolt 
Pursues  the  tiaah  I** 

I  admit  that  tiie  beadle  within  btm  wai  often 
BO  ea^er  to  apply  the  lash*  that  the  judge  bad 
not  time  to  consider  the  case  with  suliicient 
deliberation. 

That  he  was  occasionally  remarkable  for 
violence  of  temper  may  be  granted ;  but  let  ua 
ascertain  the  degree,  and  not  let  it  be  supposed 
that  he  was  in  a  perpetual  rage,  and  never 
without  a  club  in  his  hand  to  knock  down 
every  one  who  approached  him.  On  tJie  con- 
trary, the  truth  is,  that  by  much  the  grealert 
part  of  hia  time  ho  was  civil,  obliging,  nay, 
polite  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  ;  so  much 
so,  that  many  gentlemen  who  were  long  ac- 
quainted with  him  never  received,  or  even 
heard  a  strong  expression  from  him. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE, 

"U»f\A,  IT?*. 

**  Boswell  went  away  on  Thursday  night  with 
no  great  incliniition  to  travel  northward :  hut  wkio 
can  contend  iriih  deitiny  ?  He  says  b«  had  •  wry 
pleasant  journey.  He  carries  witti  him  two  or 
three  good  resolutions  ;  I  hope  they  will  not  mould 
on  the  road/* 

**  On  Friday  and  Saturday  I  dined  with  l>r. 
Tayh>r,  who  1»  in  di<K.'ontcnt,  but  resoWcd  not  10 
atay  much  longer  to  luiu'  the  opinions  of  Uwj<n, 
who  are  till  agninst  him.      On   Sunday  1  dined  at 


•iMnild  have  b««ti  to  troMiMd  on  at  not  mtreljr  i» 
but.  At  BofveU  uukaA  blm  amf,  tnn  liU  ocaiuh.i  i 
tbt<  fitpry  WBT  Infnmwui  wftmon.  —  CaoULM 
^  "  Mjiy  14.  I77>1.     BoawHl  «»€*  «wKr  ^ 

well     ».ifji»n<-l    Hifh    hi'    ji-.unvfj-.       Somr    .. 
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Sir  JcMhus'«  houw*  on  the  hill  [Htchmond],  with 
th«  Binhop  rif  8t.  Aaimti  [.Shipley] :  tho  dititier  wat 
good  ',»ntl  th«  bishop  is  knovring  And  convcr^ble."] 

The  following  letterB  concerning  an  Epitaph 
which  he  wrote  for  the  n)unutu<?nt  of  Dr.  Gold- 
smith, in  \^^  ■  '  \'»  itlortl  lit  once  a 
proof  of  hi>  liflcareleaaness 

iu  to  his  own  ., , .,,,.-»  .,,,1  ...  ,,ie  grent  rc«pect 
irldt^h  be  cntertjtinet]  lor  (he  t;iMle  and  jui%- 
ment  of  the  exttellent  iind  eminent  person  to 
wbom  the  first  and  hurt  are  addressed : — 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

'•M*f  16.  me. 
**  DiAft  Si%i, —  I  hftvebeea  kept  away  from  you> 
ktiOMf  not  wi'U  how,  nnd  i>f  these  vexatious  bin- 
iiicci  1  know  not  when  there  will  be  an  end.  I 
ibtrvibre  send  you  the  poor  dear  Doctor's  Epitaph. 
Baad  U  fint  youtmiKi  and  if  you  then  think  it 
r^llC«  iJjow  it  tu  tbti  Club.  I  am,  you  know, 
wtTliOK  tu  be  corrected.  If  you  think  any  thing 
much  «mi<n«  kc«p  it  to  yoursvlf  till  we  come  toge- 
ther. I  have  wnt  two  copies,  but  prefer  the  card. 
Tite  dates  must  Uv  ttettlcd  by  Dr.  Percy.  I  am. 
Sir,  &e«,  Saj*.  Joijusoif/' 

IMISS   KEYNOLDS  TO  JOHNSON.' 
"  Richmond  HUI,  Jun«  31.  in6. 

**  Sta.,  ^  You  saw  by  my  lost  letter  that  J  knew 
notiiing  of  your  illnvM^  and  it  wbk  unkind  of  you 
no4  to  tell  me  whnt  hnd  been  the  matter  with  you  ; 
and  you  should  have  li*t  me  know  how  Mr».  Ibrale 
and  all  the  faioiiy  were;  but  that  would  have  bveD 
«  aad  iranigressioa  of  the  rule  you  have  certainly 
|*rencribed  to  yourself  of  writing  to  some  sort  of 
people  jiit«t  such  a  ntiml>er  oflini'S.  Be  so  good  as 
to  mvour  trie  with  Dr.  Goldsmith'^  Epitaph ;  and 
if  you  h«vc  no  ohjtM;tion,  t  should  be  very  gUd  to 
•end  it  to  Dr.  Bentlie.  I  am  writing  now  to  Mrs. 
Ifcattiu,  aud  eaiJ  *caic«  hope  &he  will  ever  eicu*e 
nay  kharnvfid  neglect  of  writing  to  her,  but  by 
aanding  her  Momcthing  curious  for  Dr.  Beatlie. 

'•  I  don't  know  whether  my  brother  ever  men* 
lioned  to  you  whut  Dr.  Beattie  said  in  a  letter  he 
faccived  irom  him  the  begiriniDg  of  l.-ist  month. 
^-  I  i.,c..  (.,,  letter  here,  I  will  transcribe  it.  *  In 
ti.  <y,  which  trcatx  of  the  advantages  of 

di  rriing,    I  have  said  something  of  Dr. 


Johnson,  which  I  hope  wUl  plmm  htm  i  I  ought 
not  to  call  it  a  compliment,  for  It  expresses  nothing 
hut  the  real  »entimcntf  of  my  heiirt.  1  ciin  never 
forget  the  many  and  great  obli^ntiuns  t  am  under 
to  hi«  genius  and  to  his  virtue,  and  I  winh  for  an 
opportunity  of  testifying  my  grsiiludG  to  the 
world.* 

"  My  brother  saya  be  haa  lost  Dr.  GolHsntithV 
Epitaph,  otherwise  I  would  not  !r      !  '  j  f^r  it. 

liidi'cd  I  xhoidd  or  I  ought  to  hH^ '  >u  had 

any  objection  to  my  sending  it,  bcl,,;.  ^ icnd  it. 

1  am,  my  goo<l  Sir,  &c.» 

—  HeytwldM  MS,  *•  FaAa»c**  lUrxoi-tiii." 

JOHNSON  TO  M188  KEYNOLDS. 

"  DcAAKST  Madah,  —  You  ftr©  AS  naughty  aa 
you  can  be.  I  am  willing  eiumgh  to  write  to  you 
when  I  hwve  any  thing  tu  say.  A*  for  njy  diMirdir, 
as  Sir  Josllua  saw  me,  I  fancied  he  wunld  tvll  you» 
and  that  I  needtd  nut  tull  you  myi^eif  Of  Dr. 
Goldsmith's  Kpitaph^  I  *ent  Sir  Joshua  two  copies* 
and  had  none  myaelf.  If  he  has  lost  it,  he  has  nut 
done  well.  But  1  suppose  1  ean  reeollect  it.  and 
will  send  it  to  you.  —  I  am,  Madara^  He,, 

**  Sam.  Johksom, 

•'RS.  — .All  tJie  Tliralea  are  will,  and  Mt«. 
Tbrale  haa  a  great  regard  lor  Misa  Heynolds."] 

—  ReynoUU  MS, 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

"Jun«M.  1*70. 

^'^  Silt,  —  Misa  Reynolds  bos  a  mind  to  send  the 
Epitaph  to  Dr.  Ueattie;  1  am  very  wUlitig.  but 
having  no  copy,  cannot  immediately  recollect  it. 
She  tells  me  you  have  lost  \L  Try  to  reeullect, 
and  put  down  »»  much  afi  you  retain ;  ynu  periupn 
may  have  kept  what  I  have  dropped.  The  litif^ 
for  which  J  am  at  a  losa  are  something  of  nruot 
rivilium  iift  nahtraiimm.*  It  was  a  sorry  trick  to 
lose  it  i  help  me  if  you  cm.  —  I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Johmsok. 

"  The  gout  grows  better,  but  slowly." 

It  wiw,  I  think,  after  I  bad  \of\  London  in 
thifl  jear,  that  this  Eiiitapli  jiavo  ncctiujion  to  a 
remonstrance  to  the  monarch  of  LiteratHre^  for 
an  account  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  Sir 
William  Forbes,  of  Pitsligo* 


e»«r*r';  ^    -  ' 


vkso4woM«j  I  Mll*^ 

.*.inrrf  stn.1  gitrtd  '  BTnnM 


couri*   of 

ri    frfttr 


Amuitf  Utla  couftvial.  artiaasuid  tnttUe  lunong  tn« 


I  If  niinlj  ruin,  r- 
.  "  or  \i  tMf  Hjllldt* 

,  « . 

other  copy,    't\tf^ 
CMoHRa. 
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That  ray  readers  may  have  the  tiiV>iect  more 
fully  and  dearly  before  them,  1  gholl  msert  the 
Epitaph ' : 

"OLIVARII  GOLDSMITH. 

PoeiWj  Physici,  Historici, 
Qui  nuUum  fere  scribetidi  genus 

Non  tettgit. 

Nullum  quml  tettgk  non  ortiftvit': 

Sive  risus  assent  moventii, 

Sive  lacrymsifT 

AfftfCtuum  potcns  at  Ilmi'is  dooitnHtor  : 

Ingcnlo  sublicnls  vividus,  tcr&atilis, 

OratLone  grundis,  nitidus,  venustus  : 

Hoc  monunicnto  mcmorlftm  coluit 

Sodalium  junor, 

Atnicorum  fides, 

Lectorum  veneratio. 

NatiiA  in  Hihcrnia  Forniic  I>jn(*foTdiensis, 

In  luco  cui  nomen  Pullos, 

Nov.  XXIX.  Mnccixm.*; 

Eblanip  liters  tnstitutus ; 

Obi  it  I^ndlni, 

April.   IV.  MDCCLIIIV." 

Sir  WiUlam  Forbes  writes  to  me  thus :  '*  I  en- 
dow the  Rtfund  Robin.  Tliis  jtu  tTtsprii  tooJt  its 
rive  one  day  at  dinner  at  our  friend  Sir  Joshua 
licyjiold&V  All  the  company  present,  except  Tny« 
neir,  were  friends  and  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Gold- 
sinitb.      The    Epitaph    written  for   hiro    by    Dr. 


>  Th«  followtng  nearly  lUrml  tranilation  will  glv«  a  toler- 
ate 1d^4i  of  the  matter  of  thi*  ri-lrbrat«d  epIUpti.  and  41 
ntich  of  the  manoer  ai  t  could  pretertB  In  aa  Eogluh 
venioQ. 

OF  OLIVER  GOLDSMITH  - 

A  foet,  NaturAliit,  and  HUtnriaii, 
Who  left  (cdrcdf  nny  jtylo  af  writing 

utUotu'hed, 
And  totic1if>d  notliiuir  thnl  he  did  not  adorn  ; 
Of  all  thr  (»AJk»lant, 
Whcthor  •mllcft  wore  to  be  moved 
or  IciiTi, 
A  powBrful  y*ft  (rpntlt*  ni4Jler  ; 
In  ff«nSaa^  lublhne.  virld,  vortatfle. 
In  «l¥}^i  cleTatrd.  clear,  p|«ganl  • 
Tbo  luifc  of  compaulurii, 
The  ttdplttj  of  frtendi, 
And  the  veneratlan  of  roAderi, 
[lave  bj  thli  moQument  honoured  itut  1 


He  wad  bnm  In  Ireland, 

At  a  placi!  cnllrd  PnlUu, 

[In  tKe  partahl  of  Forney,  [and  counly]  of  Lonrford« 

Od  the  39th  Kov.  1731. 

Bituctted  at  [th«  Univer>liy  of}  DiOitlD, 

And  died  in  London, 

4th  April.  1774. 

'  Thi«  phra»e,  to  whloih  the  epitaph  chiefly  <n«r(^,wft  think, 
its  c^lnbrlty.  rneniblc*    Foneion**  ciiloirr  on  Ckero —  '*  H* 


Pvrfr 

3     1 

Golic 

Hw  wjtJ  b- 
wa*  In  hi* 

hh  • 
liji  1 

Cttti'    i 
vol  1 1 


he    att«i;n]>U."  —  ticJUc,  on  Hhttoric  imd 


mk<'.  which  wM  not  dUc^^v^r^  (ill  iktier 

r.i'nf   H.1,  Pitt   up  in  Wefttrain»ter  Abbey^. 


i-»rc,  whrn  he  died,  he 


\'^\   .    —     1*1, <l  L'-'Mt.  I    IK' 

M  not  an  f  xuct  /or- 
I  which  ii  oftht*  titc 

l.l.a    -.i.r.L    .r.   jiTrtii<:ir.. 


Johnson  became  the  subject  of  convermtion«  and 
VArious  emendation])  were  suggested,  which  it  wu 
Agreed  shotild  hi*  Kulunitted  to  the  Doetor'^  eon- 
sideration.  But  the  t|ue!>tioti  wiu,  who  should 
have  the  courage  to  propt»«;  them  to  hlni  ?  At 
lost  it  was  hinted,  that  there  could  be  no  way  *o 
good  as  that  of  a  Round  Robin,  as  the  sdilorti  c»lt 
it,  which  they  make  u*e  of  when  they  enter  into  11 
compiracyt  so  as  not  to  let  il  bv  known  w!io  put* 
hi*  name  first  or  la»t  to  the  paper.  Tliis  propo««- 
tion  waa  in&tantly  aisented  to ;  and  Dr.  Bamardi 
Dean  of  Derry,  now  Bishop  of  Ktlbiloe ',  drew  up 
an  address  to  Dr.  Johnsun  oti  the  oceacioni,  replete 
with  wit  and  humour,  but  which  it  was  feared  tJie 
Doctor  might  think  treated  the  subject  with  too 
much  levity.  Mr.  Burke  then  proposed  the  nililrtss 
as  it  ntands  in  the  paper  in  writing,  Co  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  officiate  as  clerk. 

"  Sir  Joshua  agreed  to  carry  it  to  Dr.  Juhnson, 
who  received  it  \vith  much  good  humour',  tntl 
desired  Sir  Joshua  to  tell  the  gentlemen,  thut  he 
would  niLer  the  Epitaph  in  aiiy  mniuier  they 
pleased,  as  to  the  sense  of  it,  but  he  unntitl  Hrvfr  nm- 
temt  to  diigrace  the  walk  of  Wt^mintter  Ahbty  with 
an  Engfith  ituariptiott. 

*'  1  consider  diis  Rtmnd  Robin  as  a  spicicn  of 
literary  curiosity  worth  preserving,  as  it  markft»  in 
a  certain  degree,  Dr.  Johnson's  ebaracter,"^ 

My  readers  are  presented  mih  m  faithful 
transcript  of  a  paper,  which  I  doubt  out  of 


their  being  desirouA  to  see. 


(to  whom  the  pftper  has  deteendtHl  from   < 
Ann«,  th(>  wiJow  of  the  ion  of  BUhop  B  > 
abltni  tn  gjre  n  freth  and  more  accurate  fa. 
DHtureiL,  which  U  copind  In  wood  lor  tbli  c^liU'.^i.,  — » 
1831^47. 

*  H*?.  however^  upon  •eeine  Dr.  Warton*^  ruinnc 
inpvi'i'M.ii  «hri«  tlie  epitaph  thootd  bp  In  F'i.>ii^i.  •-■ 
tn  -  I   wond(!r  that  Joe  Wart' 

j»r:  lid  l»e  ttichafool."     lie  Sh. 

111,.  '  iii.l  Furkt'  Yioulri   5i.i»F    ( 

HI. 


TJ 

without  nny  nit 
endeavoured  tu 
JohDioii  tafd, 
tearncd    vaiCa    « 


ntlier   tlnn 
<mr  of  U*  b 
V   of  Iht'  cm: 

is    not   ihi 


hit  cpiCnph,   which    ibould  be  hi  ancieii>' 
language.     Cciulder,  Sir,  how  you  ihould 
Elnd  at  Kotterdam  an  epiUph  upoo  Era^i 
For  my  own  part.  I  ttitnk  It  would  b«  bet: 
written  both  In  a  lennied  langiufe  and  ir 
the  country  -.  no  that  they  niicbt  hamo  thf 
mote    uni*crg.»lly   understood,   and 
•eeurcd  of  cliuiiral   stability.     lea. 
opmlon,  tliKi  it  11  not  stifnci^'ntly  'ti- 
to   Goldimllh    equally   the   <|irii>'        1 
Pki/fici,"  I*  *uri-ly  not  ripht ;  f   '   '■■  '  '  hi 
of  thoae  epithet.  I  have  bcajJ  .'   1    -■  m  '  ^ 
•mlth.SIr,  will  gJre  lit  a  virv  tn  ,   U  .  i, 
but  if  he  pan  dliiilnguiih  a  cou  ir  .>^  :,  1,1 
may  bo  the  extent  of  hit  Itii    i-l    r.^      k 
Hi*  bofjk  1»,  lud«id,  !it\  .\..         11 
tome  inctance^f  he  npp.i  1 
fon.  who,  with  all  hU(^ 
eJoqui>nc«<^,  I   luxpect   f. 
leience  on  which  be  wri.T.i'j   . 
tell»  u#  that  the  cww  »hodi  i 
m.-j*t  jiJilpahlfl  error,  whtrh  1 

t,i.hi»b<M>k.     It 

.11  (.he  count r' 
1  t»^rTvfi«T .      I 


or*;^ 
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We,  the  Circum- 
scribers,  having  read  with 
great  pleasure,  an  intended 
epitaph  for  the  monument  of  Dr, 
Goldsmith^  which,  considered  abstractedly, 
appears  to  be,  for  elegant  composition,   and 
masterly  style,  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the  pen 
of  its  learned  author,  are  yet  of  opinion  that  the  cha- 
racter of  the  deceased  as  a  writer,  particularly  as  a 
poet,  is  perhaps  not  delineated  toith  all  the  exactness  which 
Dr.  Johnson  is  capable  of  giving  it ;  we  therefore,  with 
deference  to  his  superior  judgement,  humbly  request  that 
/us  would  at  least  take  the  trouble  of  revising  it,  and  of 
making  such  additions  and  alterations  as  he  shall  think 
proper  upon  a  farther  perusal;  but  if  we  might  venture 
to  express  our  vnshes,  they  would  lead  us  to  request  that 
he  would  write  the  epitaph  in  English  rather  than 
in   Latin,    as  we    think    that  the  memory  of   so 
eminent  an   English  writer   ought  to  be  per- 
petuated in  the  language  to  which  his  works 
are  likely  to  be  so  lasting  an  ornament, 
which  we  also  know  to  have  been 
the  opinion  of  the 
Doctor  himself 


Sir  William  Forbcs's  observation  is  very 
jtiat.  The  anecdote  now  related  proves,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  the  reverence  and  awe  with 
which  Johnson  was  r<Mfarded,  bv  some  of  the 
most  eminent  men  of  his  time,  m  various  de- 
partments, and  even  by  such  of  them  as  lived 
most  with  him ;  while  it  also  confirms  what  I 
have  again  and  again  inculcated,  that  he  was 
bv  no  means  of  that  ferocious  and  irascible 
character  which  has  been  ignorantly  ima^ined.^ 

This  hasty  composition  is  also  to  be  re- 
marked  as  one   of   the    thousand    instances 


1  Seefotf,  sub  3d  Oct.  1782.  —  Cvosn. 

>  There  would  be  nc  aoubt  that  tbU  wu  Tboma*  Frank- 
lin, D.  D.,  the  translator  <^  Sophoclet  and  Luclan,  but  that 
the  Biog.  Diet.,  and  Indeed  the  Doctor'!  own  title-page*, 
mdl  hli  name  fyoMcUin.  See  ;gMf,  nb  1780,  M(>ln«m.  He 
ditod  In  1784,  at.  61 —  Cbokib. 

>  Anthony  Chamier,  Em.,  M.P.  for  Tamworth,  and  Under- 
Secretary  or  State  from  1775  UU  hU  death.  12th  Oct.  1780 — 
Cmmuul 

*  This  gentlemaD  waa  a  Mend  of  Sir  Jotbua't,  and  at- 
UDd«d  hU  ftmeral.  —  Cbokbb. 


which  evince  the  extraordinary  promptitude 
of  Mr.  Burke;  who,  while  he  is  equal  to  the 
greatest  things,  can  adorn  the  least ;  can,  with 
equal  facility,  embrace  the  vast  and  com- 
plicated speculations  of  politics,  or  the  inge- 
nious topics  of  literary  investigation.^ 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  BOSWELL. 

"May  16.  1776. 
**  Madam, —  You  must  not  think  me  uncivil  in 
omitting   to    answer  the  letter    with  which  you 
favoured  me  some  time  ago.    I  imagined  it  to  have 


>  Host  readers,  I  think,  would  draw  a  directly  contrary 
conclusion.  —  Cbobbb. 

•  Besides  this  Latin  epitaph,  Johnson  honoured  the  me- 
monr  of  his  friend  Goldsmith  with  a  short  one  In  Greek — 
BosWkll.  See  ms^^,  p.  414.  I  know  not  whyBoswell  sup- 
pressed in  bis  second  edition  the  following  conclusion  of  this 
note  which  appeared  in  his  first.  "  which  has  been  obligingly 


communii 


to  me  by  my  learned  and  ingenious  friend ! 


Pern,  Bishop  of  Dromore.  His  lordship  received  it  from  a 
gentMMB  In  Ireland.  Mr.  Archdall,  who  had  tt  from  John, 
son  hfanieIC  Mr.  Archdall  was  educated  under  Dr.  Sumner  at 
Harrow. " .-  Cbokbb. 
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hren  written  without  Mr.  Bofwcir«  knowledge, 
and  tlwrcforc  supposed  tho  mnswer  to  rciiuiie,  what 
i  could  not  find,  a  pTivatc  conveyance. 

*■  Tlic  dilferencc  with  I^rd  Auciunlt;clc  is  now 
nY«r;  and  since  young  Alexander  has  appeared,  I 
hope  no  mwe  illfficulties  will  srise  among  you  j  fiir 
I  sincerely  wish  you  all  happy.  Do  not  teach  the 
yomig  ones  to  diilikc  tne,  as  you  dialike  toe  your- 
self! •»"*  let  rae  at  least  hare  Veronica's  kindness, 
beCAUKo  she  h  ray  Acqtuuatanev. 

"  You  will  now  have  Mr.  Bonwell  home;  it  is 
well  thnt  you  have  him  ;  he  has  led  a  wild  life.  I 
have  taken  him  to  Lichfield^  and  he  has  followed 
Mr.  Tlirale  to  Bdth,  Pray  take  care  of  him,  and 
Immc  him,  Tlie  only  thing  in  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  apree  with  you  in,  in  loving  him  :  and 
while  wu  ure  so  much  of  a  mind  in  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance,  our  other  quarrels  will,  I  hope, 
produce  no  great  bitterness.     I  am.  Madiun»  Bcc^t 

"  SxU.  JOHMSOK." 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

**  EdlnlHirgh.  Jnn*'  3ft.  IHA. 
•<  Votr  have  formerly  complained  that  my  letters 
were  too  long.  Tliere  is  no  danger  of  that  com- 
plaint l)eing  made  at  present ;  for  I  Gnd  it  difBcult 
for  me  to  write  to  you  at  all."  [Here  an  account 
of  having  been  afflicted  with  a  return  of  melancholy 
or  bad  spirits.  ]  **  The  boxes  of  books'  which  you 
sent  to  me  are  arrived  ;  but  I  have  not  yet  examined 
the  contents,  t  send  you  Mr.  Maclnurin's  paper 
fur  the  negro  who  claims  his  freedom  in  the  Court 
of  Ses<iioQ." 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  July  «.  177r., 
'*  D*Att  Sia,— .These  bJack  fit«  of  which  you 
complain,  perhaps  hurt  your  memory  as  well  as 
your  itnaginatian.  When  did  I  complain  that  your 
letters  were  too  long  ? "  Your  last  letter,  after  a 
very  long  delay,  brought  very  bad  news."  [Here 
a  series  of  reflections  upon  melancholy,  and^ — 
what  I  could  not  help  thinking  strangely  unreason- 
able in  him  who  had  suffered  no  much  from  it  him- 
self—  a  good  deal  of  severity  and  reproof,  as  if  it 
were  owing  to  my  own  fault,  or  that  I  was,  per- 
haps, affecting  it  from  a  desire  of  distinction.] 
"  Read  Cheyne's  •  English  Malady  ;*  but  do  not 
let  him  teach  you  a  fooli<>h  notion  that  melanchtily 
ia  a  proof  of  neutcnesa. 

"To  henr  that  yuu  have  »ot  opened  yoitr  boxes 
of  books  is  very  offensive.  The  examination  and 
arrangement  of  so  many  volumes  might  have 
afforded  you  an  amusement  very  seasonable  at  pre- 
sent, and  useful  for  the  whole  of  life.  I  am,  I 
confess,  very  angry  that  you  manage  yourself  so 
ill.  I  do  not  now  say  any  morct  than  that  I  am, 
with  great  kindness  and  sincerity,  &c., 

"  Sam.  Johnson, 

*'  It  was  last  year  determined  bf  Lord  Mansfield 


1  Vj- 
tOth. 

9try  I' I 
ntyt  rent 


"merit  of  our  sceount  of  esprn*et  on  a  tear 

re  wiu  A  Imlaniv  dite  to  me.  which  Dr. 

!  >'<^h&ry(P  hf  sendlfis  ba«ilL«,  —  BcmwttA,^ 

n^«r  JnlinKin  compUEned  of  my  writing 

n  hrti  1  was  upon   thn  continent  : 

true ;  but  it  scemi  my  friend  did 


in  the  Court  of  King's  Benoti,  that  a  negro  camaot 
be  taken  out  of  the  kingdom  without  hi*  o«ti 
consent." 

JOHNSON  TO  FRANCIS  POWKE,  ESa* 

*'  lllh  July,  ITitk. 

'•  Sia, —  I  received  some  weeks  ago  a  collec- 
tion of  papers,  which  contain  the  trial  of  mr  tltemr 
friend,  Joseph  Fowke,  of  whom  I  cu  '  .    tji.- 

induced    to  think   otherwise  than   i^  li<> 

s«emB  to  have  been  injured  by  the  pr.  -^. ,.;.  i.  uud 
the  (sentence.  His  first  desire  is,  that  I  should 
prepare  his  narrative  for  the  press ;  his  second,  that 
if  I  cannot  gratify  him  by  publication,  I  would 
transmit  the  papers  to  you.  To  a  compbsnce  with 
his  first  request  I  have  this  objection  ;  ijmt  I  live 
in  a  reciprocation  of  civilities  with  Mr.  Hastings, 
and  tliercfore  cannot  properly  dttfuse  a  narrativr, 
intended  to  bring  upon  him  the  cen^iure  of  tlic 
public.  Of  two  adversaries^  it  would  be  rash  to 
condemn  cither  upon  the  evidence  of  the  other  j  and 
a  common  friend  must  keep  liiroself  suspended,  at 
least  till  he  has  heard  both. 

"  I  am  therefore  ready  to  transmit  to  ynu  tftv 
papers,  which  have  been  seen  only  by  myKcIf ;  aod 
bog  to  be  informed  how  they  may  be  conveyed  to 
you.  I  s«e  no  legal  objection  to  the  publication  t 
and  of  prudential  reasons,  Mr.  Fowke  and  you  wUl 
be  allowed  to  be  fitter  judges. 

*'  If  you  would  have  me  send  them,  let  me  tiave 
proper  directions ;  if  a  messenger  i*  to  call  for 
thcra,  give  me  notice  by  the  post,  tliat  they  may  he 
ready  for  <lelivery. 

^  To  do  my  dear  Mr,  Fowke  any  good  would 
give  me  pleasure ;  I  hope  for  some  opT>ort  unity  of 
performing  the  duties  of  fi'iend'jhip  to  him,  wiiltout 
violating  them  with  regard  to  another.  I  sro,  Sir, 
your  most  humbltf  servant,  Sam.  Jomxsoti,'* 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL, 

•'  July  IG.  Iim 

"  Dkak  Sia,  —  I  make  baste  to  write  again.  leal 
tny  last  letter  should  give  you  too  much  pain.  If 
you  are  really  oppressed  with  overpowering  and 
involuntary  melancholy,  you  are  to  be  pitied  rathe? 
than  reproBchcd. 

"  Now,  my  dear  Bozsy,  let  us  have  done  witli 
quarrels  and  with  censure.  Lot  me  know  whether 
I  have  not  sent  yoti  a  pretty  library.  There  are, 
perhaps,  many  books  among  them  which  yow  never 
Deed  read  through  ;  but  there  are  noitv  which  it  is 
not  proper  for  you  to  know,  and  wmetinies  lo  cotw 
suit-  Of  these  books,  of  which  tlie  mun  it  only 
occasional,  it  is  oAen  sufficient  to  know  the  eOD' 
tent%  thnt,  when  any  question  artaea^  you  may 
know  where  to  look  for  information. 

"  Since  I  wrote,  I  have  looked  over  Mr  Mut^ 
Uurin's  plea,  and  tliink  it  excellent.  How  if  the 
suit  carried  on?  If  by  subscription,  I  ctimmiavion 
you  to  contribute,  in  my  name,  what  tH  prtipet, 
Let  nothing  be  wanting  in  such  a  caae,    Dr.  Dnua» 


"  "nw  breihrr     '  ^T      T       :    " 
betlet«,  f>f  an  r<i 
DUcmtne  <wt  rA. 

which  ho  adTCM'Ali-    .<.ni   f<,.<.,  ,imM-.     >■■  <t    m  •«    >iim>p,;4-   *4r.  in- 

IniroduetioH  ioto  i•:u^lUb  ot  the  ln%«rsJont  of  the  liatlu 

idtoin.  — CMuiiitR.  ItMT. 


0 


I 
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mond',  I  KCb  is  fliiper«cdcd.  Uk  father  wuuld 
iMire  grieved  ;  but  be  lived  to  obuiii  tJic  pleMure 
uf  h»  fon's  cl«ctioo.  and  dt^d  ttafore  Uuit  piemrure 
wan  ntwted. 

**  t.angtou'a  Udy  has  liraught  liim  a  girli  and 
both  aw  wdU   I  diitcd  with  him  the  oihor  day. 

••  Jl  vexts  mc  to- tell  you,  xUnl  on  the  evening  of 
the  l^ith  of  Mny  I  wiii>  *c:i/ed  by  tlic  gout,  and  am 
not  quite  wdl.  llie  pnia  has  not  been  violent, 
but  the  wvaknei*  and  lendernesa  w«rv  very  troubJiK 
•i»aie ;  and  what  U  said  to  be  very  uncommoiit  tt 
has  not  alleviated  my  uther  dijiorders.  Make  use 
or  youth  and  hcnith  while  ynu  have  them*  Make 
my  cofDprimcntt  to  Mn>  Bovwetl.  1  um,  ray  dear 
&r,  your  most  afiTectionate,  8a  m>  Johmaon." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

♦■  FdlDburgh,  July  Ift,  I77G, 
•*  Mt  oxak  Sja>  —  Your  letter  of  the  '2d  of  this 
rooQih  wa»  rather  a  harsh  roedicine  ;  but  I  was  de- 
lighted with  thit  ipontaneouc  tendcrtiean,  which,  a 
(lew  ddyk  afterwards,  sent  forth  such  balsana  aajour 
I  brought  me.  1  found  myfelf  for  some  time 
ill  that  all  I  could  do  wan  to  preserve  a  decent 
anre,  while  all  within  was  weakness  and  dia- 
tnm.  Like  a  reduced  garri«on  that  has  vome 
spirit  lefi»  I  hung  out  flags,  and  planted  all  the 
force  I  could  uiusier,  upon  the  walh.  I  am  oow 
much  better^  and  1  sincerely  thank  you  for  your 
kjad  attention  and  friendly  counsel. 

••  t!<iunt  Mntiucci'  came  here  last  week  from 
travelling  in  Ireland*  I  have  shown  him  what 
civiJitic*  1  could  on  his  account,  on  yours,  and  on 
thnt  ..f  Mr  .nd  Mrs.  llirale.  He  has  had  a  fall 
fi'  .  and  been  much  hurt.     I  regret  thl« 

uiii  i -nl,  for  he  seems  to  be  a  very  aiuiithlo 

niaii/' 

A»  the  evidence  of  what  I  hare  mentioned 
At  the  hrff^nnitig  of  ibis  year,  I  select  from 
his  private  rvgislur  the  following  passJige  ;  — 

•♦July  2X  J77G* — O  God,  who  hast  ordained 
tbat  whatever  U  to  be  desired  should  be  sought  by 
lahvmr,  and  who,  by  thy  blessing,  bringett  hooefit 
lalipur  to  g<xjd  eflV-et,  look  with  mercy  upun  my 
studies  ami  endeavours.  Grant  me,  O  Lord,  to 
d«4gn  only  what   i^  lawful  and  right ;  and  afford 

nvp'-l' -"-  nf  mind,  and    stea(l:meH«  €tf  purpoi^e, 

ill.  do  thy  will   in   this  short  life,  as  to 

<j1i>'  il-%s  in  the  world  to  come,  for  the  sake 

of  Jt3.Uk  Utrtat  our  Lord.  Amen*"  (/>.  and 
M»d.,p.  151.) 

It  apprntr*  from  a  note  suhjoiniHl,  that  tliia 
wio  rompo*;rd  wlicn  he  **purp«M!Hi}d  t^^  apply 
Ti  ■  v,  partiindjyly  of  the  Greek 


fn„t,A     \U 


nail 
to 


Such  a  purpose,  so  expressed,  at  the  ag«  of 

eixty-iieven,    la    admirable  an* 

and  it  must  imnress  all  the  t> 

my  rcjviere  with  a  consolatorv    ...li.  *.  u-.r    nt 

babituftl    dovotiun.,  when    they  see  .i  man   of 

sufh  enlarged  inteUectual  r'<»\vf  is  i>  .T..}ins,,n, 

thus,  in  tho  genuine   ca.^ 

imploring  the  aid  oflhat  Si  j  m 

whom  coineth  down  every  kuwI  and  every  per* 

fectgift;*  '^ 

JOHN.SON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

"  Auj.  a.  ITTT.. 
»•  Sia,  —  A  young  man,  whose  name  t&  PaterM)n« 
offers  himself  this  evening  to  the  Academy.  He  i» 
the  son  of  a  man  *  for  whom  I  liave  long  had  a 
kindness,  and  is  now  abroad  in  dtUresi*.  I  «hall  be 
glad  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  iihow  him  any 
little  countenance,  or  pay  him  any  small  di&tinc- 
tioo.  How  much  it  is  in  your  power  to  favour  or 
to  forward  a  young  man  I  do  not  know  ;  uor  do  I 
know  how  nmcli  this  candidate  dvju«rvcs  favour  by 
his  ])er«onal  merit,  or  what  hopes  his  proBcienry 
may  now  give  of  future  eminence.  I  rvHromtnunti 
him  as  the  iiot%  of  my  friend.  Your  char!i{'ti>r  tnd 
itatioo  enable  you  to  give  »  young  mau 
courageroent  by  very  easy  meims.  Yon 
of  a  man  who  a<;ked  no  other  favour  ot  .Sir  ^Luuvri 
Walpole,  than  that  he  would  Ih>w  to  htm  at  hia 
Icvcc. —  1  am,  *iir,  your  mu»t  humble  servant, 

••Sam,  Jouinsoh.'* 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Kijiijb«T|ii.  Ana  30.  mn, 
(AtttT  giving  him  sn  account  of  my  having  ei« 
amincd  the  chests  of  books  which  lie  hud  s^ent  to 
me,  and  which  contamed  what  may  be  truly  called 
a  numerout  and  mi-MrcUoneous  MtttU  librnry^  thrown 
together  at  random  :  — )  "Lord  Haile*  Wii«ag«in«t 
the  ilecree  in  the  case  of  my  client,  the  miniuori 
not  that  he  juittified  the  minister,  but  becau:»i.-  tlic 
parishioner  both  provoked  aod  retorted,  t  fceni  1ii'> 
tordkhip  your  able  urgunnnil  upon  the  eojtv  for  Ui^ 
peruhaL  llis  obwrvulion  upon  it  in  a  letter  to  me 
wns,  '  Dr.  Johnion'n  Suattn-ittttt  in  pU'auintly  *  and 
artfully  compowil.  I  snsiiect,  however,  that  he 
has  not  convinced  him*elf|  far  1  l>etievc  that  he  if 
better  read  ii  '  ,  than  to  imagine 

that  a  bislj'  i  right  to  Ixcgin 

cen«uro  or  iiii^.-.i'....v  ,  ,.,.,,r.,,,,. 

**  Vat  tlte  honour  of  Coiiijii  Mamicei,  an  well  #« 
to  ob«cTve  that  e%aetiies«  of  truth  whieh  you  hnre 
taught  me,  1  must  correct  what  I  uiid  in  a  foninr 
letter.    He  did  not  (all  from  his  horse,  which  ungUi 


**yofsofbliTMirlnrr«ac*.'*  I 
comlAffMuatnted  wfth  htm  In  T.. 
jrear.-rBoswKLL.  See  an/e.  p  461.. 

*    StC  .in/,      n    'Iim     ti    1      -   <  ' 


—  nf|>e. 

r  i)tti 


ilV©. 


A  A  torwirtto*   aoULrwAti.  mruHnxini  iijr   Jaiinacm  in   Utm 


.     I. (I-     Hktr.    .1     Ki,!!.',     ..till    n  iii]  •'   ftirtnrf    ^^^^l^1t^•h,"  — 

lobnunn  nftKrwnrfli  told  mi*,  that  bii  wa*  of  oplnioa 
.il«-r)r}rni«n  bud  thia  right  —  llinwati.. 
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have  been  an  impuUilion  on  liis  skill  as  an  ofHccr 
of  caviilry  ;  his  horse  fell  witli  him.' 

"1  h«ve,  since  I  saw  you,  read  every  word  of 
*  Granger'*  Birtgniphiail  Hij^tory/  It  has  entcr- 
tniricd  ine  oKcectlin;;!)-,  und  I  do  not  think  htm  the 
^''My  that  yoii  sufipo^ed.  Horace  VValpole's  being 
liin  pntrtjn  is,  indcvKJ,  no  gtxid  sign  of  hij^poUlical 
principles.  But  he  denied  to  I«<ird  Mouiitstuart 
that  he  vtu  a  Whig,  and  said  he  had  been  accused 
by  hotb  parties  of  partiality.  It  seems  he  was  like 
Pope,  — 
'  VVUiJe  Tories  call  me  Whig,  and  Whigs  a  Tory,' 

I  wi«b  you  would  look  more  into  hii^  book  ;  and  as 
Lord  Moiintstnart  wisheii  much  to  find  u  proper 
person  to  continue  the  work  upon  Granger's  plan, 
and  has  dc^rired  I  would  mention  it  to  you,  if  such  a 
mnu  t>eeurs,  plea»c  to  let  me  know.  His  lordship 
will  give  him  generous  encouragement.* 

JOHNSON  TO  LEVETT. 

"  Drightticlmttoiie.  (>et,  31,  ITTfi. 

**  Dkah  Sia,  —  Having  spent  about  «ix  week<i  at 
this  place,  we  have  at  lengUi  resolvud  on  returning. 
I  expect  to  ice  you  ail  in  Fleet  Street  on  the 
30th  of  thi'i  month, 

'•  I  did  not  ii,o  into  the  sea  till  last  Friday  ' ;  but 
think  to  go  most  of  this  week,  though  I  know  not 
that  it  does  me  any  good.  My  nights  are  ^ory 
restless  and  tiresome,  but  I  am  otherwise  well.  I 
have  written  word  of  my  coming  to  Mrs.  Wiliiams, 

*'  Remember  me  kindly  to  Francis  and  Betsey.* 
—  I  am,  Sir»&c.,  Sam.  Joh.«<!ion,"  * 

I  again  wrote  to  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  21st  of 
October,  informing  hiin,  iJiat  my  father  had,  in 
the  most  libera!  manner,  paid  a  large  debt  for 
me,  and  that  I  hud  now  tne  hnppiuesa  of  being 
upon  very  gootl  termjs  with  bim;  to  which  be 
returned  the  following  ouswer ;  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Bolt  Court.  Nov.  15.  1776. 
^*  Dkah  Si  a,  —  I  Imd  great  plea<»ure  in  hearing 
that  you  are  at  IasI  on  good  terms  with  your  father. 
Cultivate  bis  kindneu  by  all  honest  and  manly 
means.  Life  ia  but  &hort :  no  time  can  beaflbrded 
but  for  the  indulgence  of  real  sorrow,  or  contents 
upon  questions  seriously  momentous.  Let  us  nut 
throw  away  ai»y  of  our  days  upon  useless  resentment, 
or  contend  who  thai  I  hold  out  longest  in  stubborn 
malignity  It  is  be»t  not  to  be  angry  ^  and  be^t, 
in  the  next  place,  to  be  quickly  reconciled.  May 
you  and  your  father  pass  the  remainder  of  your 
time  tn  reeiprocni  benevolence  ]  •  *  •  •  Do  you 
ever  hear  from  Mr.  Langton  ?  1  visit  him  some* 
times,  but   be  dues  not  talk.     I  do  not   like  bis 


•  Sifiior  MsinuccI  wn*  nciflr 
■  couni,  nor  an  ofll' 
of  Pr»to  in  Tuicjii  . 
Ofllrer  were  tnrh 


n  Florrntine  ncblcrnao  nor 

'  ,  tmt  «  private  genllemitn 

of  Cuiiut  and  chtuTicter  of 

I  r  nrftprnf  tbl»  he4rd  the 

It,  wh<-t>   upon   Am 

inn,    hp  Will  qii<*t* 

tnllilJiry   iii«ttrra 


rvrnnl*  Mr«t  Mftrquli  of  HnlO.  )*ml 

Ur  iniiniMT,   Sir  John  1I1I1*«  trn- 

"  ,  t*r-.i«i-,iT    voli.   rutin  l)i  Imt 

'  An  Aiidm*   to  tlio 

Htiu»  tiKMl  acted  very 


scheme  of  life ;  but  as  1  am  not  i  •  under* 

stand  it,  I  cannot  set  any  thing  •  wiung. 

His  children  are  sweet  babies 

"  I  hope  my  irreconcileable  enemy,  Mr».  Binrv^Ut 
is  well.  Desire  her  nc»t  to  Irnnwnit  her  nialevoteiic* 
to  the  young  people.  Let  me  have  AlexAnder,Mttd 
Veronica,  and  Euphcmia,  for  my  friend*. 

"  Mrs.  Williamx,  whom  you  may  reckon  a»  one 
of  your  well  wishers  is  in  a  feeble  and  languinhing 
atate,  with  little  hope*  of  growing  better.  She 
went  for  some  part  of  the  autumn  into  theetiuriir|r» 
but  is  little  benefited;  and  Dr.  Lawrence coofeuca 
that  his  art  ia  at  an  end.  Death  ir,  bowtf%«rp  at  a 
distance  :  and  what  more  than  that  can  we  «iy  of 
ourselves?  1  am  sorry  for  her  pain,  and  more 
sorry  for  her  decay.  Mr,  Levett  Is  sound,  wind 
and  limb. 

"  1  was  some  weeks  this  autumn  at  Brigbtlicltfi- 
stone.  The  place  was  very  dull ;  and  I  was  nol 
well :  the  cxi>edition  to  the  Hebrides  was  the  mt»%t 
pleasant  journey  that  I  ever  made.  Such  an  vfTort 
annually  would  give  the  world  a  little  divcrsificaticm. 
Every  year,  however,  we  cannot  wander,  and  must 
therefore  endeavour  to  !>pend  our  time  at  home  aa 
well  as  we  can.  I  believe  it  is  best  to  thniw  tile 
into  n  method,  that  every  hour  may  !»r^  m- 

ploymeiit^   and    every  employment  h  't. 

Xenophon  observes,  in  his  'Treatise  ui  i:.^  ...  <j,' 
that  if  every  thing  be  kept  in  a  certain  place,  when 
any  thing  is  worn  out  or  consumed,  the  vacuitv 
which  it  lcav&5  will  show  what  ia  wanting;  mi  if 
every  part  of  time  has  its  duty,  the  hour  will  call 
Into  rememhrance  its  proper  engagement. 

"  I  have  not  practised  all  this  prudence  niy«plf, 
but  I  have  suffered  much  for  want  tiC  it ;  and  t 
would  have  you,  by  timely  recollection  and  citeady 
resolution,  escape  from  those  evils  which  have  lain 
heavy  ui>on  me.  I  am,  my  dearest  Boswell,  &e., 
"  Sam,  Jo«n*n»f.*' 

On  the  16th  of  November.  I  ii  iti 

that  Mr.  Strahan  had  sent  iiie  twa  if 

tbo  "  Journey  to  the  Western  Is!"  i« 

somely   bound,   instead   of  the  tt-  ,.:i 

which  were  atipulnted,  but  whioh,  1  frUp|Mi«Nt'di, 
were  to  be  only  in  sheet*  ;  requested  to  kmrvr 
how  they  should  be  distributed;  and  nieutione^l 
that  I  had  another  son  bom  to  rae,  who  wa« 
nained  David,  and  was  a  sickly  infant. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL, 

"Dee.ll.in«w 
"DiAa  Si  a,  —  I  have  been  for  some  time   ill  of 
a  cold,  whieh,  perhaps,  I  made  an  exeuse  t"  nij»»'lf 
for  not  writing,  when   in   re«tUly  I  kuow  not  wjiat 
to  Eay« 

"^  The  booka  you  must  at  last  diatributo  aa  yew 


3  JohtMon  WM  a  good  iwteitoer.  ** OimiqI tKa liSH^afk 
metl  at  Brigliton  swing  blm  iwlm,  said,  *  Viliy,  Str^  yui 
inust  have  been  a  fltout-lirartnl  ((vMtleutiui  (urtji  years  acn.'  ^ 
—  Piuiii— raoKrn  ^ 

*  Hll  fn-i    :       . 

*  F«rth  Lff»«ti,l 
ani  (ndeht.  PhuiTiti. 
who«C  wurll'i  iiiiij  l!f^■  -,,  , 
reii>i!>ctAliIi«  itiougti  nix 

nievctali  would  di»  crttLa 

BohWELL.     Mr.  Thuiii.u  u ...  ^  ,...  ,  ^^.,..,  ^.,  ^„^     ;,i. 

Jmiici's  ChroiUde."    Un  died  U*ttk  I.  17W.  ^ . 
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tbtok  best,  in  my  oame,  or  your  own,  as  you  arc 
incttned,  or  as  you  judge  most  proper.  Every  body 
Cftnnot  be  obli{j((Hl ;  but  I  wtsb  thit  nobody  iniiy 
be  oftcndcd.      Do  the  best  you  can. 

♦*  I  cunjrratulale  you  on  Uic  increase  of  your 
fiimtly.  and  hope  that  liitle  David  U  by  this  time 
weU^  and  hia  mamma  peKectly  reeovefed,  I  am 
roueh  pleased  to  hear  of  the  re-cstnblishmeiu  of 
klndncaa  between  you  and  your  father.  Cultivale 
hia  paternal  temlemess  &s  wucli  n&  you  can.  To 
live  at  vf'  •  ■-  »  ■"  •  ■  Ti  com  for  table  i  and  variance 
wiih  a  J  uncomfortable.      Be-Kidcs 

that,  in  I  I  ,        .  you  hftve  the  wrong  side; 

at  least  you  gave  Utc  tirut  provocations,  and  »omeof 
thrm  Very  offeiwive*  Let  it  now  be  all  over.  As 
you  have  no  reason  to  think  that  your  new  mother 
haa  »hown  you  any  foul  pUy,  treat  her  with  respect, 
and  with  »oine  degree  of  confidence :  this  will  se< 
cure  yi>ur  Ivitlicr,  When  once  u  discordant  family 
ItaH  Kelt  tlie  pleasure  of  pence,  they  will  not  wiU 
Hitgly  tr>Ae  ii.  If  Mrl  Boawell  would  be  but 
friends  with  me,  we  might  now  shut  the  temple  of 
J«nu8> 

**  What  came  of  Dr.  Memis^  eausc  ?  Ti  the 
question  about  the  nef^ro  determined?  Tla^c  Sir 
Allan  any  rva*onable  hopes?  W^hat  w  become  of 
poor  Macquarry  ?  Let  me  know  the  event  of  all 
Ihcvo  litiptiona,  I  wish  particularly  well  to  the 
Dc^ro  and  Sir  Allan. 

♦♦  Mrs.  \S^dliams  hna  been  much  out  of  order; 
and  though  &he  ii  something  better,  h  likely,  in  her 
pliyMcian's  opinion,  to  endure  her  malady  for  life, 
UvHtj^h  ibe  may,  perhaps,  die  of  *otiic  other,  Mr*, 
'nirale  i*  big,  and  fancies  that  she  carries  a  boy  ; 
tf  it  were  very  reasonable  to  wish  much  about  it,  I 
•bouhl  wi%h  her  not  to  be  disappointed.  The  de^ 
aire  of  male  heirs  is  not  appendant  only  to  feudal 
tenures.  A  uui  in  almost  necessary  to  the  con> 
tmuance  of  Tlirale's  furlune ;  for  what  can  mLiscs 
dii  with  a  l>rewhouse  ?  Lands  arc  fitter  for  daughters 
Ibaii  trndei. 

*♦  B4nftti  went  away  from  Tlirale's  in  some  wliim* 
atcal  rtt  of  disgust,  or  ill-nature,  withuut  taking 
tkDif  leave.  Jc  is  well  if  he  finda  in  any  other  place 
MM  g^uod  an  habitation,  and  as  many  conveniences, 
H»  hat  got  five  and  twenty  guineas  by  trnn'^Uting 
Sir  JmhuaN  Di%c«>urj«fs  into  Italian^  and  Mn  Thrale 
Kavv  him  an  hundre<l  in  the  spring  |  so  that  he  a 
yet  in  no  dilBcullic^. 

"  C'Jii.iii  Ivis  bought  Footc's  patent,  and  is  to 
all  f  tlfe  «istei<n  hundred  poundw  a  year, 

a-f  old  me.  and  tu  allow  him  to  play  ko 

plirii  uu  tiAtili  terms  that  be  may  gain  four  hundred 
pnind«  more.  VThat  (!ulman  can  get  by  this  bar- 
',  but  trouble  and  Imcard,  1  do  not  ti»e«.  I  am, 
Slr,&«.,  Sam.  JauMkosr.** 

The  Roireri'ntl  Dr.  Hugh  Bkir,  who  had 
long  bcea  ibiinir  r4  u?  u  preacher  at  Etlinburgh^ 
thoiughl  t>(i*  ^  hia  excellent  senuons 

jf>'  *'\T*'n-  rre&sing  his  reputation, 

•n  of  thorn.     1 1«  trans* 

L  !    to   Mr.  Slrtihan,    the 


printer,  who,  after  keepinfr  it  for  some  time, 
wrf>tc  A  k-Ller  tohiui,  diecouraging  the  piiblictt- 
tion.  SucJj,  at  fir.st,  was  the  unjtropitlouH  stutc 
of  one  of  the  most  guccessful  theolofriral  books 
that  hm  ever  appeared.  Mr.  Su*aliaii,  however, 
had  sent  one  of  the  »erraoii3  to  Dr.  John.wm 
for  his  oniuion;  and  ufttT  hb  unfavoiirftble 
lett-er  to  Dr.  Blair  had  been  sent  off^  he  re- 
ceived from  Johniion,  on  Christmas-eve,  a  note 
in  which  was  the  follow itig  paragraph  :  — 

"  I  have  rend  over  Dr.  Bkir's  first  sermon  with 
more  than  approbation  :  to  say  it  is  goodfia  to  aay 
too  little.^ 

I  believe  Mr.Strrthan  had  very  soon  nftcr 
this  time  n  conversation  with  Dr.  Johnson 
concerning  them ;  and  then  he  very  candidly 
wrote  a^ain  to  Dr,  Blair^  enclosing  Johnson's 
not^}:,  and  Bgreeintr  to  purchase  the  volume,  for 
which  he  iind  Mr.  Cadell  ga.\Q  one  hundred 
pounds.  The  sale  wai»  bo  rapid  and  extensive, 
and  the  approbatinn  of  the  nuhlie  so  high,  that, 
to  their  honour  be  it  recorded^  the  propriettira 
made  Dr.  Blair  a  present  first  of  one  sum,  and 
ttfterwartia  of  another^  of  fifty  potitid^  thus 
vohmtarily  doubling  the  stiptiluted  price  ;  and, 
when  he  prepared  another  volume,  they  ^iive 
hiui  at  once  three  hundred  i  '  'ring  in  all 
five  hundred  pimnd-s  by  ail  to  which 

I  om  a  subscribing  witnc-.^  ,  iH,-.  mm  for  u 
tf»ir<l  octavo  volume  he  has  receiveil  no  lc« 
than  six  hundred  pounds." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE. 

**  Wedne«iljiy,  .Tanusry  15.  I  to  the  niiorTtlair.  1 777  * 
**  Omnium  rervm  victtntud^f  The  night  after 
last  Thursd.iy  was  so  Iwd  that  I  took  ipvcocuiiitha 
the  ticKt  diiy,  Tlie  neit  night  was  no  Ix'tter.  On 
Saturday  t  dined  with  Sir  Jtnhua.  The  night  was 
such  as  I  was  forced  to  rise  and  pass  some  hour*  in 
a  cliair,  with  great  labour  of  res|»iration.  ]  fuund 
it  now  time  to  do  something,  tind  went  to  Dr. 
Lawrence,  and  told  him  1  wotild  do  what  he  Hhuuld 
order,  without  reading  the  pre«criptioo.  He  sent 
for  •  chirurgeon,  and  took  about  twelve  ounce*  of 
blood,  and  in  the  dflernuon  I  got  sleep  in  a  chair. 

•♦  At  night,  when  I  came  to  lie  down,  mfter  trial 
of  an  hour  or  two,  I  found  sleep  iir»pn»ctieable,  and 
llierefore  did  what  the  doctor  perntitte<l  in  a  ca:^ 
of  distress ;  I  ru«e,  and  o|>ening  the  orifice,  let  out 
aliout  ten  ounces  more.  Frank  and  I  were  but 
awkward  ;  but,  with  Mr.  I.*'vrtt'«*  help,  we  stopped 
the  stream,  and  I  lay  d>'  ')i  to  tittle 

purpose :  thedttficult)  r  .d  no  fvst, 

I  slept  again  tn  the  dayumf.  m  i  r  t  itittirr 
The  doctor  has  ordered  me  a  *iM  .  :  IJ  ,  m., 
which  1  hope  will  set  iny  breath  at  hb>  rty  I  -t 
night  I  could  lie  but  a  little  at  a  lime. 

**  Yet  T  do  not  make  it  a  matter  <if  much  R^rm. 
I  was  to-day  at  Mrs.  GardiiicrV  When  I  haw 
bled  to-raorrow,   I  will  not  give  up  Lington  nor 


^26 


BOSWELL  S  LIPE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1777- 


VataiIUc.  But  I  beg  that  jon  will  (etch  vac  owav 
u(t  FricUiy,  I  do  not  know  but  clearer  dir  iiwf  do 
ttie  good ;  but  whctlier  the  air  be  clear  or  dark,  let 
nie  eume  to  you.     I  am,  &o.] 

In  1777,  it  appears  from  hi?  "Prayers  and 
Meditations/*  that  Johnson  suffered  much  from 
a  state  of  mind  "unsettled  and  perplexed/' 
mid  from  that  constitutional  gloom,  which^  to- 
gether with  his  extreme  humility  and  anxiety 
with  regfai'd  to  his  religious  state,  made  him 
contemplate  himself  ihroujih  too  dark  and  un- 
favourable .1  tnodiiim.  It  may  be  said  of  him, 
that  lie  *'  saw  (xod  in  clouds/'  Certain  we  may 
be  of  his  injustiee  to  himself  in  the  following 
kmentable  para^j^raph,  which  it  is  painful  to 
think  cuiiie  from  the  contrite  heart  of  thia 
great  man,  to  whose  labours  the  world  is  60 
much  audobted :  — 

**  When  I  lurvej  my  paU  life,  T  diuover  nothing 
but  a  biuren  waste  of  time,  with  some  disorders  of 
body,  and  di«turbances  of  the  mind  very  near  to 
madneaa,  wliich  I  hope  Me  ihot  msulc  me  will 
nifTer  to  extenuate  many  faults,  and  excuse  many 
defioJcncies."     {l\  155.) 

But  we  find  his  devotions  in  this  year  emi- 
nently fervent ;  and  we  are  comforted  by  ob- 
serving intervals  of  quiet  composure,  and 
gladncjas. 

On  Eiuter-day  we  find  the  following  em- 
phatic prayer :  — 

"  Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father,  who  seeat 
all  our  mueriei,  and  knowen  all  our  ncce£*>ities» 
look  dowu  upon  me  and  pily  me.  Defend  mc  from 
the  violent  incursion  of  evil  thoughts  and  enable 
me  ti»  form  und  keep  such  resolutions  as  may  eon* 
diice  to  the  disehar^c  of  the  duties  which  thy  pro- 
vidence shall  appoint  me  ;  and  eo  help  mc,  by  thy 
Holy  Spirit, that  my  heurt  may  surety  there  be  tixed 
where  true  joys  ifire  to  he  found,  and  that  1  may 
serve  thee  with  puru  affection  and  a  cheerful  mind. 
Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  have  mercy  upon 
me !  Yearsi  and  infirmities  oppress  me ;  terror 
and  anxiety  beset  me.  Hove  mercy  upon  me,  my 
Creator  and  my  Judge!  [In  all  danger*  protect 
roe]  '  i  in  all  pcrpfexitie^  rt-licve  and  free  me;  and 
lo  help  me  hy  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  I  may  now  so 
commemornie  the  death  of  thy  Son  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  as  that,  when  thi*  short  and  painful 
life  shall  have  an  end,  I  may,  for  his  sake,  he 
received  to  everlasting  liapptnesK.  Amen*"(P,  158.) 

^Vhile  he  was  at  church,  the  agreeable  ira- 
prcsstons  upon  his  mind  are  thus  commemo- 
rated :  — 

"  On  Easter  day  I  was  at  church  early,  and 
there  prayed  over  iny  prayer,  and  commended  Tetty 
and  my  other  friendii.  I  was  for  some  time  much 
di»ifesscd,  but  at  lost  obtained,  I  hope,  from  tlie 
God  of  Peace,  mure  quiet  thaw  I  have  enjoyed  for 
a  long  time.  I  had  made  no  resolution,  but  a&  my 
heart  grew  lighter,  my  hopes  revived,  and  my 
courage  tncrea!<>ed  ;  ond  I  wrote  with  my  pencil  in 
my  Common  Prayer*  Book  :  ■ — 


•*  Vita  ordinanda. 
Biblia  legenda. 
Theologitt  opera  danda^ 
Servicj^um  et  Iwtandum.*' 

"  I  then  went  to  the  alur,  having,  I  Itelicve, 
again  read  my  prayer.  I  then  went  to  the  table 
and  commumcated,  praying  for  some  lime  after « 
wardst,  but  the  particular  matter  of  my  prayer  1  do 
not  remember. 

"  I  dined,  by  an  appointment,  with  Mrs* 
Gardiner^  and  passed  the  aftcmcM>n  witlt  auch  calm 
gladness  of  mind  as  it  is  very  long  since  I  ftlt 
before,  I  came  home,  and  began  to  read  the 
Bible-  I  passed  the  night  in  such  sweet  uninter- 
rupted sleep  AH  I  have  not  known  since  I  slept  at 
Fort  Augustus. 

**  On  Monday  I  dined  with  Seward,  on  Tueailay 
with  Paradise.  The  momtngs  have  b<«n  devoured 
by  iHMnpany,  and  one  intrusion  bai»  thruugb  lb« 
whole  week,  soccecded  to  another. 

"  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1  proposed  lo 
my$clf  a  scheme  of  life,  and  a  plan  of  study  ;  bui 
neither  life  has  been  rectified,  nor  study  Mluwi^d. 
Days  and  months  pass  in  a  dream;  and  1  &m  afraid 
thut  ray  memory  grows  less  tenacious,  and  tuy  o^^- 
scrvation  lea  attentive.  If  I  am  decaying,  it  (s 
time  to  make  haste.  My  nights  are  refttlv««  and 
tedious,  and  my  days  drowsy.  T1»e  flatulence  which 
torments  me  has  sometimes  co  ob«tructed  tny 
breath,  that  tbc  act  of  respiration  bo<  ,)idy 

voluntary,  but  laborious  in  a  decun  re. 

By  copious  bleeding  1  was  relieved,  !„.  ..  =.  ^„;vd. 

**  I  have  this  year  omitted  church  on  most 
Sundays,  intending  to  supply  the  de^ficienee  in  the 
week.  So  that  I  owe  twelve  attendances  on  wor- 
ship, I  will  make  no  more  such  superstitious  ttW 
pulations,  which  entangle  the  mind  with  unbidden 
obligations,-     (P.  156—159). 

Mr.  S tee V ens,  whose  generosity  i»  w«U 
known,  joined  Dr.  Johnson  in  kind  wMtislanoe 
to  a  female  relation  of  Dr.  Gold«mith,  a&d 
desired  that,  on  her  return  to  Irelanci,  tlur 
would  procure  authentic  particubr&  of  the  Ufe 
of  her  celebrated  relation.  Concermug  her  fa 
the  following  lettw:  — 

JOHNSON  TO  STEEVENS 

•*Fcb.  as,  IHT- 
"Diaa  Sir, — ^  You  will  be  glad  to  bear  that, 
from     Mrs.  Goldsmith,    whom    we    lamented    is 
drowned,  I  have  received  a  letter  full  of  gtdtituJc 
to  us  all,  with  promise  to  make  the  cnquiriv 
we  recommended  to  her,      I  would  ha^^ 
honour   of   conveying   this   iutdrigence    t^     •^•*i.i 
Caulfield,   but   that   lier   letter  is  nut  at  band, 
I   know  not  the  direction.      Ton  will  tell  the 
news,  —  I  am.  Sir,  Ac,  Sam*  JonmovJ* 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

••  F.tUnburKh,  Fetr.  U.  177T- 
**  Mv  UKARSia,  — My  stale  of  epistolary  m» 
counts  with  you  at  present  is  exlracrdiinry.  TV* 
balance^  as  to  number,  is  on  your  sidte,  I  tin 
indebted  to  you  for  two  letters  i  one  dated  clir  l^th 
of  Navemher.  upon  which  very  day  I  wrote  Co  ywu 
so  tlint  our  letter^  were  exactly  eachojigcd  ;  and 
one  dated  the  LMst  of  December  loil. 
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**  My  heart  wii»  wttrmfs]  with  gratitude  by  the 
truly  kiml  contents  of  both  of  tbeni;  nlid  it  U 
Kiiuixiiig  and  vciing  that  1  have  sktowed  to  much 
liimr  to  eUp«e  wUI»dul  writing  to  you.  But  ddj»y 
i»  inherent  in  me,  by  nature  or  by  bad  babiC  I 
waited  till  1  should  have  an  opportunity  of  paying 
you  my  oompUments  on  a  uew  year.  I  baYe 
proemtutaied  till  the  year  is  no  longer  new. 


'*  Dfr  MemiVi  ontse  1 1»,  '1.54.]  wni  dt^termtnvd 
■g)iin«thimt  trith  ^K^.  costs,  Fho  lord  presidenr,  and 
twoolhtfrof  tht'judjr^"^,  ilisst-nted  from  th*;  majority 
upon  this  i^fuund  itutt  vllhuugh  there  may  have 
b«en  no  ititeotiun  to  injure  him  by  calling  him 
doctor  of  oudicint  instead  of  phygician  i  yet,  as  he 
r«mou»lrat4.'d  against  the  designation  before  the 
eliart«r  wa«  printed  uif.  and  represented  that  it  was 
diMglvcahlc,  nnd  even  hurtful  to  him,  it  waA  ilU 
oaturvd  to  refuw  to  .ilter  it,  and  let  him  have  the 
dcslgruttioii  to  which  he  was  certuiujy  entitled^  My 
opiuiou  i*,  that  our  court  ba^  judged  wrong.  Ttte 
dttfcndaots  were  in  maid  fidt^  to  persist  in  naming 
btm  in  a  way  that  he  disliked.  You  remember 
pTK>r  GoUUniith,  wben  he  grew  important,  and 
iri«hed  to  appear  Dwiitr  Mujor,  could  not  bear 
your  calling  liim  GMy.  [p*  -Jfi'2,  '29^.]  Would 
11  oat  have  been  wrong  to  have  niimed  him  bo  in 
your  '  Prcfaee  to  Shak»pea.ri<,'  or  tn  any  serious 
prtmaiteitt  writing  of  any  »ort  ?  The  difficulty  is, 
wlietiter  an  action  should  be  allowed  on  such  petty 
wmng*.     Dn  minimi§  nan  curat  Ux. 

*•  ITi*  netrro  cau»e  ia  not  yet  decided.  A  me- 
m  '      '  ^  .'  on  the  side  of  slavery.      I  shall 

fc  I'on  AS  it  ii  printed.      Maclaurin 

i* .,-,     ...  y.air  approbation  of  h«  memorial 

for  (he  blatrk.  Mucqi^mrry  was  here  in  the  winter, 
and  wv  pa««rti  an  evening  together,  llie  «ale  of 
\t\%  t^Ktate  cannot  \nt  pfi'vented. 

**  .Sir  Allan  Mat^lean'w  «uit  agalnnt   the    Duke  of 
Argyle,  f«r   rectivering   the   iineietit   inheritance  of 
hb  family,  \%  now  fairly  before   nil   our  judgv*.      1 
•poke  fur   hint   ycstcrd.iy,   And    Miiclaurin  to-day ; 
Crotbie  tpokc  to-dny    tt^urf^inst   him.     I'tirec  more 
CDunncl  MtT  fo   bt?   heurd.  a\n\  next  week  the  eauMir 
wdl  be  dctcTtnisicd<      I  M.*n(l  yuu  the   infurnialion\ 
or  eawn.  on  eacli  side,  which  I  hojje  you  will  read, 
yo»(   Mid  to   me,  when  wt  wt-re  under  Sir  Allan's 
ho«pitable  roof,  •  t  will  hi?lp  you  with  my  pen/  You 
itar>     '    '  ■•!     ■•     -'•niTnm   glow;     and  though    hi» 
li  "\   uftLTwurd*  moimt  you  upon 

ai<  ,  upon  which  •  you  looked  like  a 

biwhop.'  yuu  must  wot  »werve  from  your  purpose 
•I  Tnrtikifniieth.      1  winh  you  may  understand  the 
p.»'  Its   amidst   our   Sc<ilfh   law  prtnciptev 

mi  [Here  followed  a  fidl  vtate   of  t)ie 

ctoK.  II  '       .1  ,-......-,  r  ,^,  makn  it  aa  clear  tm 

1  oouJlJ:  •  had  no  knowledge 

ofthe  Ir  a\  litlguage  of  the 

Uiw  of  ScotUnd.  ] 

«  I  khall  inform  you  bow  the  eouse  it  decided 
hw.  But  a«  it  m»y  be  brou|[ht  under  the  review 
ninnt  judges,  and  ik  certainly  to  b«  carried  by  n^^ 
p<4l  to  »■  TT  -  r»"  }  ird*.  t!ie  a&&ist.-tncL'  of  such 
of  ctmMHjMcnee.  Your 
01  »<»o»  i«  a  noble  proof  of 

you  can  do  even  in  Scotch  low. 
I  b*«e  not  ycldi«trtbutetl  all  yoitr  bdokt.   I^rd 
Hwle«aud  Lurt^  Munbuddo  bivecAcb  rveoifodone. 


and  return  you  thanks.  IVIonboddo  dined  with  me 
Utely,  and,  having  drunk  tea,  we  were  a  good  while 
by  ourscUcs;  and  as  I  knew  that  be  had  read  tbe 
'  Journey  '  superficially,  as  he  did  not  talk  of  it  a.*^  I 
wUhed.  1  brought  it  to  him.  and  read  aloud  several 
paaMge«;  and  then  he  talked  so,  that  I  told  htm  he 
wa^  to  have  a  copy  from  the  author.  He  Iwggcd 
that  might  be  marked  on  it  •  •  •  •  I  ever  urn,  my 
dear  .Sir,  your  toost  faithful  and  affectionate  humhle 
ser^iDt,  Jamma   Boawxtx.** 


SIR  ALEXANDER  DICK  TO  JOHNSON. 

-PmtoQ field,  Feb.  17.  1777. 
**  Sia,.^  I  had  yesterday  the  honour  of  recviving 
your  book  of  your  'Journey  to  the  Wcstvrn  iKlands 
of  Scotland/  which  you  were  »o  good  as  to  send 
roe,  by  the  handi  of  our  mutual  friend  Mr  Bo-swcll 
of  Auchinleck  ;  for  which  I  return  you  my  m04t 
hearty  thanks;  and,  after  carefully  reading  it  over 
again,  shall  deposit  it  in  my  little  colieciion  of  choice 
booksf  neit  our  worthy  friend's  'Journey  to  Cor* 
sica,'  As  there  are  mauy  things  to  admire  in  both 
perfonnances,  I  have  oflen  a'iOied  that  no  travcU  or 
journey  should  be  published  but  those  uodertiukcn 
by  perwni  of  integrity,  and  capacity  to  judge  well, 
and  describe  faithfully  and  In  good  language^  the 
situation,  condition,  and  manners  of  the  countries 
passed  through.  Indeed,  our  country  of  Scotland, 
in  s.pite  of  the  union  of  the  erowm,  is  still  in  moat 
places  so  devoid  of  clothing  or  cover  from  hedges 
and  plantations  that  it  was  well  you  gave  your 
readers  a  sound  montitoirt  with  respect  to  tliat  cir^ 
cumstance.  The  truths  you  have  told,  and  the 
purity  of  the  language  in  which  they  are  expr»ied. 
im  your  'Journey*  is  universally  rend,  may.  and 
already  appear  (o,  have  a  very  good  effect.  Fur  a 
man  of  my  acquaintance,  who  hn%  the  largest  nur- 
sery for  tree:*  and  hedges  in  this  country,  tells  me, 
that  of  Iste  the  demand  upon  him  for  these  articles 
ia  doubled,  and  sometimes  tripled.  1  have.  tberC' 
fore,  listed  Dr.  Samuel  Jithnwun  in  some  uf  wy 
tnemorandumsof  the  principal  pUtttersand  favourers 
of  the  enclosurers,  under  «  name  which  I  iinik  the 
liberty  to  invent  from   the  Greek,  FnftfHuitMirron, 

l^rd  AuehinU.'ck.  *  ■■-  '--  -"•■■*'  '—  -«■<;-..  !..f 

1  am  told  that  tu 
deco,  viz.   Sir  An 

fifVy  millioiu  of  tree*  tta  a  piece  ol  tefy  wdd  ground 
nt  Monimiiik  :  I  must  emjuire  if  he  hiu  fenced 
them  well,  before  he  enters  my  li^t ;  for  that  im  Iho 
soul  of  enclosing.  1  begin  myself  to  plant*  littlr, 
our  ground  being  too  vnluahle  for  much,  and  that 
U  DOW  fifty  years  ago;  ind  the  trees,  now  in  my 
seventy-fourth  year,  I  look  up  to  with  rcvcrvncf, 
and  show  ihem  to  my  vldcst  son.  now  in  hi»  fif- 
teenth year ;  and  lliey  are  tbe  full  height  t>f  my 
country^lw»use   here,  where   1   hod   tin.-   ;  i' 

receiving  youi  and   hope  again  to  ha\ . 
faction  with  our  mutual  (ricnd,  Mr.  Li»»iu.     i 
shall  always  euntinuc,  with  the  truest  esteem»  dear 
Ductar,&c,  Ai..ia,.i,JUi  Dick ."' 


I  For  a  charftder  of  thtt  *rrf  amiable  sa«n.  u«  «U|, 
[L  f7A..  wd  Uie  BUvraptiical  0»rtionsrj.  He  dkd  la  17U.  — 
Boswau.. 
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JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Feb.  18. 1777. 

*«  DcAK  Sia,  — ^  It  is  80  long  smce  I  heard  uij 
thing  from  you  *,  that  I  am  not  easy  about  it : 
write  .something  to  rae  neit  posL  Wheu  you  sent 
yuur  last  lt?tl«r,  fvery  thing  teemed  to  be  mending; 
I  liope  nothlnj;  has  lately  grown  worse.  I  suppose 
youiig  Aleiander  continu(^s  to  thrive,  and  Vtfronica 
i%  now  very  pretty  company.  1  do  not  i^uppoae 
Ihe  lady  i«  yet  reconciled  to  ra«  ;  yet  let  her  know 
that  I  love  her  very  well,  and  value  her  very  much, 

♦*  Dr  Blair  is  printing  some  sermon*.  If  they 
are  all  like  the  first,  which  I  have  read,  they  ate 
»ermoHf4  aurei,  ac  tntro  majftM  aurei^  It  is  excellently 
wrirti'n  hitth  a«  to  doctrine  and  Unguage.  Mr. 
WatM)n'!»  hook  '  seems  to  tic  much  esteemed. 

**  Poor  Bvnuclcik  still  euutinue^  very  ill.  Lang- 
Ion  livw  on  iLs  he  u*ed  to  do.  His  children  are  very 
pretty,  and,  I  think,  his  lady  loses  her  Scotcti.' 
PuoU  I  never  »ee* 

"  I  Imvtf  been  so  distressed  by  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, that  I  lost,  as  was  computed,  six-and-thirty 
ounee'»  of  blood  in  a  few  days.  I  am  better,  but 
not  well,  t  wish  you  would  be  vigilant  and  get 
me  Graham's  '  Telcmachui  "  {anti,  p.  139,]  that  was 
printed  at  Glasgow,  a  very  Utile  book  ;  and  'John- 
tlf/ni  Pwmata  \unl^,  p.  29^.],  another  little  book, 
printed  at  Middlcburgh. 

»»  Mrs.  Williams  sends  her  compliment*,  and  pro- 
nuNCS  that  when  you  come  hither  slic  will  accominrj- 
date  you  a»  well  as  ever  site  c^m  in  the  uld  room.  She 
wishes  to  know  whether  you  sent  her  book  to  Sir 
Alexander  Gordon.  My  dear  Uoswell,  do  not 
neglect  to  write  to  me  v  for  your  kindness  b  one  of 
the  pleasures  of  my  life,  which  I  should  be  sorry  to 
lose.     I  am,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnson." 

B03WELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Edinburgh.  Feb.  M.  1777. 

"DaaaSiB. —  Your  letter  dated  the  18lh  in- 
«tant«  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  Inst  poKt.  Al- 
though my  late  long  neglect,  or  rather  delay,  was 
truly  culpable,  I  am  tempted  not  to  regret  it,  since  it 
ha«  produced  rae  so  valuable  a  proofof  your  regard. 
1  did,  indeed,  durmg  that  inexcuwible  silence,  some- 
times  divert  the  reproaches  of  my  own  mind,  by 
fancying  that  I  eiiould  hear  ngain  from  you,  en- 
quiring with  some  anxiety  about  me,  because,  for 
aught  you  knew,  I  might  have  been  ill. 

"  You  ore  pleased  to  show  me  that  my  kindttess 
is  of  some  eunser|uence  to  you.  My  heart  b  elated 
at  the  thought.  Be  assured,  my  dear  Sir,  that 
ray  aflection  and  reverence  for  you  are  exalted 
and  steady.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  more  perfect 
attachment  ever  existed  in  the  history  of  mankind. 
And  it  is  ■  noble  attachment;  for  the  attractions 
are  genius  learning,  and  piety. 

"  Your  dilHculty  of  breathing  alarms  me,  and 
brings  into  my  imagituttion  an  event,  which,  al- 
though, in  the  natural  cour^  of  things,  I  must  et* 
peel  at  some  period,  1  cannot  view  with  composure. 


»  Hv  f' 


hAd 


Mirve  of  the  post,  my  long  letter  of  the  Uth 
*  lilm.  — BoswsLL. 


ip  the  Srcoail.  ~  Bofwm.i,, 


■nilrfly 


r*  of  the 


"  My  wife  is  much  honoured  by  what  you  «xy  of 
her.  She  begs  you  may  accept  of  her  (K-vt  eo?nplii- 
mentt.     She  b  to  send   you  some   i  of 

orangcft  of  her  own  making.     1  cvc  \'ja 

Sir,  ^c,  Jamsv  l:^.,,  ,.,4^ 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.   ASTON, 

"  Bolt-Court,  Mar«l» «,  ITH. 

*«  Dear  Madam,  —  As  we  pass  on  through  the 
journey  of  life,  we  meet,  and  ouglit  to  etpeci,  many 
unpleusixig  occurrences,  but  many  lllrM'ise  en- 
counter us  uncKpected.  I  have  this  morning  heacd 
from  Lucy  of  your  illness.  I  beard,  indeed,  tn  the 
next  sentence  that  you  are  to  a  great  degree  re> 
covered.  ISIay  your  recovery,  dearest  Mndam,  lie 
complete  and  lasting  !  The  hopes  of  paying  you  the 
annual  visit  is  one  of  the  few  solaces  vttli  whieh 
my  imagination  grati6es  me  \  and  my  winh  is»  that 
1  may  find  you  happy. 

**  My  health  is  much  broken ;  my  nighta  &rc 
very  rt^tless,  and  will  not  be  made  morv  comfort- 
able by  remembering  that  one  of  the  friends  whom 
1  yalue  most  is  suffering  equally  with  myself.  Br 
pIcaNed,  dearest  lady,  to  let  me  kno%r  how  you  arv; 
and  if  writing  be  troublesome,  get  dmr  Mrs.  Gaw 
trell  to  write  for  you.  1  hope  she  Is  well  ind  aide 
to  assist  you  ;  and  wish  that  you  may  su  well  tts- 
cover,  as  to  repay  her  kindne&s,  if  she  should  want 
you.  May  you  both  live  long  happy  together !  I 
am,  dear  Madam,  &e.,  Sasi.  JaMNsa]***3 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*'  March  14.  1777. 

"  DfiAa  SiH,  —  I  have  been  much  pleased  witii 
your  late  letter,  and  am  glad  that  my  old  enemy, 
Mrs.  Buswell,  begins  to  feel  some  remorse.  As  to 
Miss  Veronica's  Scotch,  I  think  it  i»nnot  be  helped. 
An  English  maid  you  might  easily  liave ;  but  tJie 
would  still  imitate  the  greater  number,  ax  diey 
would  be  likewise  those  whom  she  mutt  mitst  re- 
spect. Her  dialect  will  not  be  gross.  Her  tnaiiima 
has  not  much  Scotch,  and  you  have  your^df  very 
litlle.  I  hope  she  knows  my  name,  and  do4^  wit 
call  me  John8t^m^ 

**  The  immediate  cause  of  my  writing  is  this. 
One  Shaw,  who  seems  a  modeht  and  a  decent  man. 
has  written  an  Erse  Grammar,  which  a  very  U-amed 
Highlander,  Macbcan,  has,  at  my  m];i  led 

and  approved.     The  liook  U  very  Ir  Jr. 

Shaw  has  been  persuaded  by  his  frict.u^  ,^  >• 

half  a  guinea,  though  I  advised  only  a  cri 
thought  myself  liberal.  You,  whom  the 
considers  as  a  great  encourager  of  tngeuiou*  nten* 
will  receive  a  parcel  of  his  proposaU  atid  recetpta. 
I  have  undertaken  to  give  you  notice  of  them,  and 
to  solicit  your  countenance.  You  must  aitk  no  poof 
man,  because  the  price  is  really  too  high.  Ytft 
Buch  a  work  deserves  patronage. 

"It  is  propoi^ed  to  augment  our  club  fhnn 
twenty  to  thirty,  of  which  I  ant  glad;  for  a«  wv 
have  several  in  it  whom   1   do  not  much  like  to 


•ureame  fron  JoAw  j  Johai^^^     '  *       *'     "      i^^ait 

fHead  abt«rved  that  many  N  utt 

nitmc  in  thdr  own  war.— Tt  "' 

e^lly  dlRbrrnt:  ona  lfjMitrou>. .  r-^  ,    .,.    .-ii«t 

local.   Juhn't  town.      vVynkiwii   c-nli*   ihp   Miic<nitw  nt  tS# 
Annandale  tunJlr  **  ScAyr  Jhtm  of  JAomteoun,"  —  ChSAi 
I83&. 


^ 
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i  i  i. 


«  What  do  jou  ny  oT  Lotd  Cbotertidd'i  Me- 
naoin  ami  tatt  Ictteri  If* ' 

■*  Mj  wife  b»  tnacle  rnvtuAXide  of  cnsgei  fijr 
jrcHL  I  Ufk  tifl-  and  taj  daugfaten  and  Alnaoilid' 
all  Tell  fettcfdaj.  I  have  taugtti  Wraniea  to 
tpciJt  <}f  JOU  thui ;  Dr,  JoAuudK,  not  Joboitaii. 

1  Temaitwfbc.,  Jjuiu  BcMtrELu* 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

*'  DuA  Sife,  —  The  ttorf  of  Mr«  Tbnle'i  dntb, 
12  h«  had  neither  been  aick  oar  m  m j  otber  dangw, 
made  to  little  impression  upon  me*  that  t  never 
thoufht  about  dbfiating  its  effects  on  anj  bady 
rl«.  It  is  suppoM-'d  to  haTe  bet*n  producsed  by  Lhe 
Esji^lish  cuvloRi*  of  making  April  foob  \  tkiit.  is, 
«f  vendinj^  one  anothei'  on  lonie  foollah  eirmod  on 
the  iiru  of  April. 

"TelJ  3In.  Boiwcl]  that  I  BhaU  t*ste  ber  mar. 
mtJtde  eautiousljr  at  first.  Timeo  Damans  tt  dcma 
frrtnit*,  BetrarCf  uj«  the  Italian  proTerb^  of  a 
reconeiJed  ebemj.  But  when  I  lini]  It  doe*  me  no 
harm,  t  shall  then  reccire  it,  uid  be  tbuikful  for 
It,  «f  t  pledge  of  fiiTOi  and,  I  hope,  of  uoalterable 
kindness.     She  Is^  tfter  all,  a  d«dT,  dear  lady. 

**  Pl^ise  to  return  Dr.  BUir  thinks  for  h'ti 
■enwww.  Tbt  Scotch  write  English  wonderfully 
welL 

**  Your  frequent  ruiu  to  Aaeblitleck,  and  your 
short  stay  th^rc;,  sire  very  laudable  and  Tcty  judi- 
cious. Vour present  eonc^rd  with  your  father  giTcs 
ine  gTest  pleasure }  it  wm  all   that   you   seetoed 

to  WBJlL 

*•  My  health  U  very  bad^  and  my  nights  are  very 

tifliqul^rt.  What  can  I  do  to  mend  thiim?  I  hure 
Ibr  tbli  summer  nothing  better  Id  pftMpect  than  a 
Journey  into  Staffordshire  and  Derbyshire,  perhaps 
with  Oxfurd  and  Birminghani  in  my  way. 

•*  Mftk  t  my  eomijlimi-nts  to  Aliis  Veronica  j  I  must 
leare  It  to  htr  pblloiiopliy  to  com  fort  you  for  the 
\ma>  of  little  David.  You  must  remember^  that  to 
keep  three  out  of  four  ii  more  than  your  share. 
Wfs.  Thtole  h*s  bot  four  out  of  eleven. 

'*  I  am  enga^  to  write  little  Lives,  and  little 
Frefiiees,  to  a  liille  ediiion  of  the  English  Poets,  1 
think  I  have  pemujiJed  the  booksullers  to  ipaert 
something  of  Thomion  -,  tuid  if  you  could  give 
me  same  information  about  him,  for  the  life  whieh 
we  have  \%  very  scaaty,  1  ihould  be  glad. 

1  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.,  Sa&i-  Janvtov" 

To  those  who  delight  in  tracmg  the  progresB 
of  works  of  libcmttirc,  it  will  be  an  ent^rt&iii' 
luent  to  eonipiire  tlie  limited  dcsigri  with  the 
ample  e.Tct'u,tion  of  that  adriiirable  perfortujuice, 
*'  The  L)¥ca  of  the  English  PotJts,"  which  U 
the  ritthest,  mnrt  beautiful,  and,  indeed*  Juost 
jMurfeut  product] on  of  Ji>h neon's  jjcn.  His 
notion  of  it  at  this  time  uppciirs  in  thtj  pre- 
i!tidLiig  letter.  He  baa  a  tutiinoratidun]  in  thii 
jear  i  — 

•*  May  2D.,  Easter  eve,  1  treated  with  bookseller i 
on  n  bargain,  hut  the  time  was  not  long.**  (iV, 
amd  Mtd,  p.  155. ) 


■  Dr,  Maty'i  ptigthUAiaut  rdltlflo  of  ihir  Mtfv«Ert  and  M!«- 
r«llBnooii*  WifTti  tit  Inirtl  C^hifitrraflil,  pttbllilKit  hf  JUr. 
JiiiUiinuiid  carl  I?  in  ITTT.  ^CadKE*. 


The  bftrgain  wne.  coticeming  that  niidertiiaiif ; 
but  his  teoder  confidence  eeems  sknofdi,  leit 
\%  elioiUd  b«Te  Intruded  too  m-Qch  «i  hii  drrcFot 
prepftr&tiozi  ibr  the  solemiiitr  of  lJ»e  exkmhig 
day.  But,  indeed,  xaxj  little'  tune  wm  neccfr' 
%ssj  for  JobiiEOD*s  concluding  i  treiij  wdJbi 
the  bookAellerA ;  as  he  h^d,  I  l^slieTe,  I^ 
atteatioia  to  pro^t  from  bis  Labourfi,  than  anj 
toam  to  whom  literature  hm  been  a  fotifeiaknL 
1  shall  here  insert,  from  a  letter  to  me  from 
mj  late  worthj  friend  Mr.  Edvard  DiUt, 
though  of  a  biter  datei,  an  account  of  thia  plak, 
so  happilj  concdreii,  since  it  was  the  occanou 
of  proctirii^  for  u^  an  elegant  ooUecrtion  of  the 
best  biographj  and  ixiticiam  of  whicb  cmr  Ian- 
^tiage  can  boasU 

EDWARD  DILLY  TO  BOSWEIX, 

^  ScmthUl,  ScpL  m.  1771, 
"  Deia  Sta,  —  You  6ad  by  tbU  letter,  that  I 
am  still  in  the  same  calm  retreat,  from  the  noiv 
aod  bustle  of  Londoa,  ai  when  I  wrote  to  you  latt 
I  am  happy  to  fiiid  you  bid  such  as  agreeaMe 
meeting  with  your  old  5iend  Dr.  Jobmoa  :  I  have 
no  doubt  your  stock  Is  much  increased  by  the  in- 
terview ;  few  men,  nay,  I  may  taj,  veanely  any 
man  has  got  that  futid  (^  knowledge  audi  entcstuo^ 
metit  as  Dr.  JohnHm  in  conttirsation.  When  Ik 
opens  freely,  every  one  is  attenttvc  lo  what  \m 
says,  and  cannot  fail  of  improvemeirt  aa  well  as 
pteasure. 

**  The  edition  of  the  poeti„  now  prinUng.  viU 
do  honour  to  the  English  pres:^  %  and  a  eoneise  wt^ 
count  of  the  life  of  each  author,  by  Dr.  Jobnaoitr 
will  be  a  very  valuable  addition*  and  stainp  ihe 
reputation  of  ibtt  edition  superior  to  any  tbinig  that 
is  gone  before.  The  first  cause  that  gare  r'lae  to 
this  und.Ttakingi  1  believe,  was  owing  to  Uue  littk 
trifling  edition  of  the  poet^  printing  by  the  Mar- 
tine  at  EdiuburgK  and  to  be  sold  by  Bell  in  Lon- 
don. Upon  esamining  the  volumes  which  wqv 
printed^  the  type  was  found  so  e»tr«nicly  ftnall.  tlutt 
many  persons  could  not  r&aA  tbetn  :  not  ooly  thk 
inconvenience  attended  it,  but  the  inaeeuraey  af 
the  pri'j^  was  rery  eonspicuotin.  These  Tmaav^ 
a«  well  a<i  the  idefi  0>f  an  iorasioti  of  what  w«  csU 
our  Literary'  Property,  indu^^ed  the  London  book> 
sellers  to  print  an  elegant  and  accurate  edition  of 
all  the  Engli?ih  poeia  of  reputAtion.  from  CbatMcr 
to  the  present  time. 

**  Accordingly  a  select  number  of  the  rhhI  n- 
spectable  bookttellen  met  on  the  oec^Aton  i  and,  m 
cooBulting  tofetber,  agtvedl,  that  all  the  proprieiofi 
of  copyright  in  the  various  poets  should  be  mm* 
moned  together ;  and  when  their  opiniont  wfrt 
given,  to  proceed  immedifttply  on  the  busnes^. 
Accordingly  a  miMfting  was  beldt  consisting  of  abeal 
forty  of  the  most  resptctable  bookiellers  of  Lop* 
don,  when  it  waa  agreed  that  an  elegariit  and  uai- 
form  edition  of  '  The  English  Poets*  iliould  bt 
immediately  prmted,  with  a  concise  account  of  tbt 
life  of  each  author,  by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnaoa  j  and 
that   three  pet^oni  should    ba  deputed   to  wtit 


>  JohnfQa  Memi  not  to  be  ««ajY  Iftat  ii  is  *temS^  a 
ScitttUh  miittni ;  h  atio  «sUri  on  the  Centlcinit ;  vh^«« 
C«ll  AprUJbat*  tli«  Freud)  tertt  '*  pMttm  d'J.ntt.**' 
Csoais. 
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ui'on  Dr  Johtie>on.  to  sulic'it  htm  to  undt.Ttaka  the 
*  Live*,'  viz.  T»  UavU'Ih  Sirahim,  and  Cadell,  The 
Doctor  very  puliiuly  utultTtook  it,  And  se«ined  et* 
evodiugly  filejutfd  with  tht;  propoHiK 

*•  As  to  the  terms,  it  wan  left  <*ntircly  to  tl)<?  Doc- 
tor to  jwnic  litH  own  :  be  mentioned  two  hundred 
jtuinc*3w ' ;  it  wnt  iinmcdiatcty  Afrrccd  to ;  nnd  a 
farther  coiii|irnntfnt,  I  believe,  will  be  made  Uim. 
^  r.iMimin.  ..•  wu<,  likewiov  a)tpointcd  to  cnpa^*  tlie 
In  ■;  vl/.  I{i.irU>lu/ci«  Sherwin.   IliUl,  drc. 

I  I  ilitr  comuiilteu  for  giving  directtonn 

fiboul  »Uv  |>ii[>er.  printing,  &c, ;  so  Ihut  tUv  whole 
will  lie  cunductt'd  with  ^spirit,  and  in  the  best  man- 
ner, wiUi  rrnpect  to  tiuttmrstnp,  editorship,  criffrav- 
lag*,  tec,  Sic,  My  brother  will  |five  you  a  list  of 
llii?  poetfc  wc  ttipun  to  give,  many  of  which  are 
within  the  lime  of  the  Act  of  Quein  Atiue.  which 
Martin  and  Bell  cannot  jrivc,  na  they  huve  no  pro- 
perty in  ihcm ;  the  proprietors  are  almost  all  the 
book«cl1«r«  in  Jyontlon  of  consequence. 

«♦  1  am,  dwHr  Sir  ever  yours, 

'*£cwaftj»  DnxT.** 

1  Rhnll^rrA.'rwAn)4  have  occasion  to  consitlcr 
tliL"  cjttvtwivc  and  varletl  range  whirli  Johnson 
tCKik,  wLen  hi*  wn^  once  led  iji>on  ^oumi  which 
ho  trwle  with  »  (K'ciiJiar  delryht,  having  long 
bcvn  iuiimtttely  ncijitnunlcd  with  all  the  cir- 
cuiUHtJiuces  of  it  that  could  interest  and  please. 


JOHNSON  TO  OTONNOIl.* 

**  Stft, —  Having  bud  the  pleasure  of  convvr«ing 
with  Dr.  r/implK-ll  nbout  your  character  and  yowr 
Utenry  undert  iking,  1  aiti  reM>lved  to  gratify  my 
•elf  by  rcnewiijiT  u  correspondence  which  iK'gan 
and  ended  a  ^•reat  while  n^o,  and  etitled,  I  atn 
afraid,  by  tny  fjiiilt ;  a  (.tuH  Mrhich,  if  you  have  not 
forgotteii  it,  you  must  now  forgive, 

"  If  I  have  ever  dti<rap|x>inted  you,  give  mo  IcAve 
to  tirtl  you  that  you  have  likcwiw  disappointed  me. 
I  tiip«etcd  gredt  discoveries  in  Iri^h  nntiquity, 
•ad  IJirge  publiCHlJoiw  in  the  Irish  languuge ;  but 
HMt  world  «till  remainn  ua  it  was,  doubtful  and  ig- 
noraai.  What  ilie  trinti  hmgu.ige  is  in  ttnelf,  and 
lo  what  Unguuges  it  ha»  ndiuity,  nte  very  interest- 
ing f|U<>ition«*  which  'every  man  wLvhcH  to  »ee  fo- 
mirvd  that  ha«  any  philological  or  hittorical  curi* 
o^ity  f>r  r«lainl  begins  hit  history  too  late  :  the 
aj7  .  --ervc  flin  exflct  inquiry  are  tho>r  times 

( .'  lo  were)*  wheu  Irelatul  wa»  the  tdioui 

ol  111'*  »*.-i.  th(<  quiet  habitation  of  winetily  and 
litvrature.  Jf  you  could  give  a  itlnlory,  though  im- 
ptrl.it  «](  ih,  trixli  caiuit),  fnmi  it«»  rutjversioii 
U'  mion  from  Knglatid,  you 

■^  '--  with  new  views  and  new 


*»..ll      ,.    ...r..    I.  f    .L.-.....I    ll 


objects. 

what  y 
Ijiy  ti 
to  pti 


Set  al>oul  ic  tJunwfur«,  if  you  eani  do 

ture 

■•"-  ■--■  /■ ■—  '"'-at, 

""SaM^  Joiimmih.'* 
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Biihop     Peart*,  —  Prok)gitt    to    Kelf^'t    Ploy.    — 

Itichard  Brinalry  Shtrtdan Suratfr'a  *' Sir  Tho- 

tmu  Ovfrhury," —  Tkonaon.  —  Mm.    StricJtlttmi, 

—  Tht  Tfm:nlry  C*JUHum,  — Dr.  Dndsl.  ^  tintwtU 
at  thf    Tarf^  of  M$ttmftk(m,  —  Imac  D*  Grvot* 

—  Ih.  H'tMa,  —  Utter  to  Mrs,  Do$u'<-tL  —  Fi«i# 
ttt  AtthlHtume,  ^-'•^  Jfurrif  JaefitOH." —  Sidnep't 
»•  Jtxadia,"  —  Prvjittcd  JVi/i  to  tkt  B^iUie,  —SaU 
of  t/tptt  and  Staffa. 

EiHLT  in  this  year  catjic  out,  in  two  volurrjes 
tjuiu'to,  t-hc  posLhumouj  works  of  the  learned 
Dr.  Zachary  Tearce,  bishop  of  l{<^he«ter  ; 
Ix-iiig  **  A  Commeninry,  with  Nolo*,  on  the 
four  EvangelistA  and  the  Acta  of  the  Apostlta/* 
with  other  theological  pieced.  Johnson  had 
now  rin  op|x>rtunitv  of  making  n  grate  fid  re- 
turn lo  thrtt  ex  "  '  "  .  we  huvc 
seen,  was  the  •  him  anyr 
iii*sistance  in  tlh*  •<.,,. |niin  v.»n  ..i  tu^  Uiciionni-y. 
The  luNhii|>  hiul  letY  SiOmc  ncconnt  of  his  life 
and  chapiioter,  written  by  himself  To  this 
Johnson  mside  aoine  valnAhle  uildilionii  |^  and 
hIso  funii»hi*d  to  the  etlitor,  the  Itev.  Mr- 
Derby*,  a  dedii'iition  f,  which  I  shall  here 
insert ;  both  bcransc  it  will  appear  at  tliin  time 
with  peculiar  pnipriety,  and  l*cnius«^  it  will 
tend  to  propagiite  and  increase  that  "  fervour 
of  titt/atty^"  which  in  nie,  who  l»oa«t  of  th(« 
name  of  Tory»  la  nt)t  only  a  |U'inciplc  but  a 
passtoti. 

"  Sir,— [  prcMt  n  tin- 

lost  tatwur*  tif  n  the 

ttiils  and  duties  oi  dr.  t  *iii  !••.■.        tiv  i-  >  ! 

the  retich  of  tiW  cntthly  huuour*  nnd   ri  '•■' 
only  the  hope   cif  inciting   oihrr*  to   lu —       — < 
niake^  it  uirw  lit  l«)  Iw  rviuendwretU  that  he  ru,}oyod 
in  his  life  thi*  (avour  of  your  mnjesty. 


.<l  ...  ,1  n.<L    t.^. 


il  frl^ml  |J«irMy  i« 


-Unt-ff  tmm  a  rttffr  tmi  fo  kfm 


rwaiiii  •wtni  tlic  invrv  pr»tiwtiig  ut  Uir  two.  Biul 
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•*  The  tuinuliii«ry  life  of  princes  schlom  pur- 
mils  them  lo  survpy  Ihe  wide  eiieiii  of  nattun«1 
interest,  without  losing  sight  of  prirnte  merit ;  to 
exhibit  qualitii£B  which  tnay  he  imitati<d  by  the 
highest  and  the  humblest  of  muntdnd  ;  and  to  be 
at  oocc  amiable  niid  great. 

"  Such  cliaracters,  if  now  and  then  they  nppeur 
til  hi^tary,  nre  contemplated  with  admtrntion.  ^lay 
it  be  the  ambition  of  ttU  your  subjects  to  make 
haste  witl)  their  tribute  of  tfvereueel  and  as  pos- 
terity may  learn  from  your  majt^ity  how  kinp 
fehould  live,  may  they  learn  likewise  from  your 
people  how  they  should  Ix;  honoured! — 1  am, 
may  it  please  your  mujc6ty,  with  the  most  profound 
res|)ect,  your  mcjcsty'*  most  dutiful  and  devoted 
subjeel  and  sertant." 

Ib  the  summer  he  wrote  a  prologue  *, 
which  was  apolcen  before  "  A  Woril  to  the 
WiscV'  u  comedy  bv  Mr.  Hugh  Kelly,  which 
Unt\  huoii  broufjht  upon  the  stiige  iti  1770;  hut 
he  boiiig  a  writer  for  luinidtry  in  one  of  Ihe 
nLMV5pa{>er»,  it  fell  a  sacrifice  to  popular  tury, 
pud,  in  the  pluyhouse  phrase,  was  damned,  lly 
the  gener(*s>ty  of  Mr,  Harris,  the  proprietor  of 
Covent-gardcii  theatre,  it  wiia  now  exhibited 
for  one  nightn,  for  the  iH'notit  of  the  authi»r\s 
widow  and  clitUlren.  To  corifiibate  the  favour 
of  the  audiunee  was  the  intention  of  Johnson's 
prologue,  which,  vl»  it  is  not  lon^^  1  shall  here 
insert,  as  a  proof  that  his  poetical  talents  were 
in  no  degree  impaired. 

**  TliU  night  presents  a  play,  which  ptiblio  rage. 
Or  Tight  or  wrong,  once  hooted  from  the  stage : 
From  «eaJ  or  maliec  now  do  more  we  dread, 
For  English  vengeance  wars  not  tcith  thu  dtud. 
A  gcncfou*  foe  rt-^rds  with  pitying  eye 
The  mtm  whom  fiiie  has  laid  where  all  must  lie. 
To  wit,  reviving  from  its  author's  dust, 
Be  IcitlJ,  ye  judges,  or  at  least  tie  Just: 
Let  no  rcnew'd  hostilities  invade 
Th'  abUviou<;  grtive's  inviolable  shade. 
Let  one  great  payment  every  elaim  appease. 
And  him  who  cannot  hurt,  allow  to  please; 
To  please  by  scene*,,  uncon<)>cious  of  oirencc* 
By  harmless  merriment  or  useful  sense. 
Wliere  aught  of  bright  or  fair  the  piece  displays, 
Approve  it  only ;  —  \\%  too  late  tn  praLsc. 
If  want  of  tkilt  or  want  of  care  appear^ 
Forlwar  to  his*;  —  the  poet  cannot  hear. 
By  all,  like  him,  nuis^t  praise  and  blame  be  found. 
At  Iftkt,  a  fleeting  gleam  or  empty  sound : 


•  Mr.  Murnhy  rolatrd  Jn  Dr 
And  h¥s  i\U\  nut  (U^ity  (t,  ili^ii  ^ 
bnv luff  *'*"'»■»  •nrfHit'*"?  flf  1  tt*' 
Ki'DV-   ■  •  ■'■  "-     '   • 


ch*ai 

tne  "' 
lo  >;- 

you  ni*w,  '■    niriii.'; 
inonry  tl^an  porltir  'f 

»  Oirr  nitfllinr  tim 

4l.tll  . 


V*    Mr.  I'uialL;.     '■  rj,U; 
hrrn  riTt.--ii  Into  ,1  t-H^Nf  ,r.MAk 


iiim  for 


]!• 


I  II  .11  (III.  I  III- It  I  r   iu  1  "vciH-jc.iriU'n 

i/r,  by  r>r.  JohtMon."—  S»iFlilM4N. 
■-<MV  iciiiUulion  lu  i>r.  JfolittMin  r^r 


Yet  then  »hall  calm  reBeetion  bleu  the  oigbl 
When  liberal  pity  dignified  delight; 
When  pleasure  fired  her  torch  at  virtue'*  Ramv, 
And  mirt!i  woji bouncy  with  an  humbler  name,** 

A  circunistimce  which  could  not  fiiil  to  be 
very  pleasing  to  Johnson  occurred  this  vear. 
The  tragedy  of  "Sir  Thomas  Ovcrhiiry/* 
wTiUen  by  his  early  companion  in  London, 
liichajvl  Savage-,  was  brought  out  with  alter- 
ations at  Drur^'-Iane  theatre.*  The  prologue 
to  it  was  written  by  Mr.  Richanl  Brinaley 
Sheridan;  in  which,  after  deacribing  vcrjr 
pathetically  the  wretchedneaa  of 

♦•  Ill-fated  Savage,  at  wbo«c  birth  was  given 
No  parent  but  the  I^Iuse,  no  friend  but  (leaven  5* 

he  introducc^l  an  elegant  compliment  to  John- 
son on  his  Dictionai7,  that  wonderful  perfonn- 
ance  which  cannot  bt;  too  often  or  too  hltrhtj 
praised ;  of  which  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  T^ilcK 
logical  In<|uirics  (part  i.  chap,  iv.),  justly  and 
libenilly  observes,  "  Such  is  its  merit,  that  our 
tanguiige  docs  not  possess  a  mortj  cojijoun^ 
lcarne«l,  and  valuable  work."  llie  cundadinff 
lines  of  this  prologue  were  these :  — 

**  So  pleads  the  tale*  that  give*  to  future  times 
The  son*<i  misfortunes  and  the  parent'^  crimen  ; 
There  shall  his  fame  (if  uwn'd  to-night >  5ur»rf«, 
Fijt'd  by  the  hand  that  bid«  our  langu^ige  live,* 

Jlr.  Sheridan  here  at  once  did  honour  in  hi* 
taste  an<l  to  his  liberality  of  sentiment^  by 
showing  tliat  he  was  not  prejudiced  from  the 
unlucky  dilference  which  had  taken  place 
between  hia  worthy  father  and  Dr.  Johnsott.* 
I  have  already  lacntionetl  that  Johnwii  wa« 
very  desirous  of  rcronciliation  wifJi  old  Mr. 
Sheridan,  It  will,  therefore,  not  *eem  at  %\i 
surprising  that  he  was  zealous  in  acknowledg- 
ing the  brilliant  merit  of  hi*  sod*  Wliitc  it 
hud  a«  yet  been  dLsplnyeil  only  in  the  d^niitut, 
Johnson  proposed  hirn  as  a  mcmbiT  of  the 
Literary  Club,  obsei^ing,  that  *' He  who 
written  the  two  best  comedies  of  his 
surely  u  con.<ider.al>le  iiuin,"  *  And  he 
accordingly,  tJie  honour  to  be  elected;  ftiirS 
honour  it  undoubtedly  must  be  allowed  to  he, 
when  it  is  considered  of  wlmm  ihiii 
consists,  and  that  a  single  black  bdl  ca 
candidate. 


tin;  altock  he  hnd  mmlUAU<d,  Atujtri  ' 
pamphlft   \\*  liiul  |fub|l«hnl  attiiiii 

r-nf'tli^t  "TlYitlnn    nil    7'vr;i;iti_\    " 

""■  '        '  -  '        '        '  lie  I',. 1.5   I.11I 

■.-oui  way. 
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BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  JulyU.  1 777. 

*•  Mic  tiEAn  Sid., —  Fnr  th*  hcailtb  of  my  wife 
and  chilJlren  I  have  taken  ihc  little  country-houst; 
At  vhiich  you  vuiU'd  my  uncle,  Dr.  lioiwcll,  who, 
liAviiig  lost  his  wife,  i-9  gtinv  to  live  with  his  son. 
Wv  took  posflMJSHion  of  our  rilU  aliout  a  week  ago, 
Wv  baTe  a  jjjarrien  of  three  quarters  of  mi  ocrc, 
w«tl  stocked  wif ii  ^ru1t-t^(^c«  and  tltitrt^rs,  and  ^mso 
tNerriiis  and  currants  and  pea*  and  lH?fln-s,  ami  cah- 
twines  Ac.  Ac.T  and  my  ohiklri'n  aro  quite  hwppy. 
I  tiovr  write  to  you  in  a  Uttir  fitudy»  frum  the  win- 
dow of  which  I  «ec  around  xne  a  vvrdafit  grove, 
nod  beyond  it  the  lofty  miountuin  cidled  Arthur' t 
Smi. 

*♦  Tour  last  letter,  in  which  you  desire  me  lo 
attid  you  tcirpe  additional  information  concerning 
'HiofRMin,  rviiclted  me,  vc'ry  fortunatdy,  juil  m  I 
W3U  going  to  Lanark,  to  put  my  wife's  two  nephews^ 
the  younf;  Campbells,  tv>  school  therL\  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  'niomsott,  the  master  of  it*  wUf»se 
wile  i*  Mstcr  to  the  author  of  *  The  Sea^oni^'  She 
ia  an  uUi  woman  •  hut  her  memory  is  very  good  ; 
mui  ^itf  win  with  pleasure  pvc  tne  for  you  every 
particubr  thnt  you  winh  to  know,  and  she  can  tell. 
Pray,  then,  take  the  trouble  to  send  me  Auch  ques- 
tion* OS  may  fe>fi  to  hiographical  materials.  You 
Miy  that  the  Life  which  we  have  of  Thomson  is 
«£a»ty.  Siiiee  1  received  your  letter,  I  hare  read 
hia  UiCtt  published  under  the  name  of  Cibber*  hut^ 
a«  you  told  lue,  really  written  by  a  ]Mr.  Shiels  '  ; 
thai  written  hy  Dr.  Murdoch ;  one  prefixed  to  ati 
fti]i,.,^,  ..♦  w.  .  V,,  i.i,,^  '  pubiiAbed  at  Eflintnirgh, 
V  both,  ^ilh  the  addition  of 

uii  rvlieviiig   lliomton    from 

priaoii ;  ihv  niindgetnctit  of  Murdoch's  account  of 
him.  in  thn  *  Btn^raphia  nrtLinnica.'  and  anotlier 
»>i  !  itf  it  iti  the'  Biographical  l)iction;iry,' 

I- 1  1    Dr,  Jo«ei>h  Warton'*  critical  pane- 

g^in  .Ml  iiic  '  Sca-sons/  in  hi*  *  Jiway  on  the  Cte- 
lltUt  *ud  Writing  of  Pope:'  from  all  these  it 
apprtr*  fo  me  thut  we  have  a  pretty  full  account  uf 
tSiU  poet.  However,  you  will,  I  doubt  not«  show 
m^  many  blank \,  aiul  J  s^hall  do  what  can  be  done 
to  hmtt  them  tiOed  up»  As  Titomwn  never  re> 
tara«d  to  Scotland  (which  you  will  thiiik  very 
»i     '   "        '  -^  .lc  from  her  own  knowJedgc 

till  I jf  his  life.      Shu  tias  tinmc 

1c*!   .  .     may  probably  give  light  as 

lo  tiia  mnrv  ofivanced  progrem,  if  fthe  will  let  us 
wpc  thrnt,  whjrh  I  suppose  she  will.  I  belieye 
u'  and  Dr.  Armstrong  are  now 
ompanioni,  while  he  lived  in 
.^nci  aimni  Luiitiuti ;  ajid  they,  1  dare  say,  caQ  tdl 


more  of  him  ili*n  is  yet  known*  My  own  notitm 
i>,  that  Thornton  wu%  a  tnueh  coarser  man  tbao  hts 
friends  are  willinjij  to  acknowledge,  Hi«  •  8tM- 
8ons  '  are  indeed  full  of  elegant  and  piou*  H?ntJ.- 
ments  ;  but  a  rank  Miil,  nay,  »  donghilJ.  will  pro- 
duce beautiful  flowers. 

**  Your  edition  "  of  the  '  EngliiU  Poet*'  will  he 
▼ery  valuable  on  account  of  the  *  Prefnff^  nnd 
Lives.'      But  1  have  uccn  a  spi-cimen  it*  i 

of  the  Poets  at   the    Apollo  pre»,   at    i 
which,  fur  encellenee  in   printinjf   ami   i.iif:;ru>  m-;, 
higldy  dtfservea  a  ItlMfral  encouragement. 

"  Most  sincerely  Ho  I  regret  the  bad  health  and 
]>ad  re^t  with  which  you  have  been  atHieted  ;  and 
1  hope  you  are  l>etter.  I  eanntJt  bclierc  that  »he 
prologue  which  you  generously  gave  to  Mr.  Kvily's 
widow  and  childreti,  the  other  day,  is  the  vlTlikion  of 
one  in  aiekiusaH  and  in  disquietude  ;  but  fili'ttiul 
ciriRfisiatAQees  tiTV  never  »ure  indicattons  of  the 
•tale  of  man.  I  t^nd  you  a  letter  which  t  wrote 
to  you  two  years  aj-o  at  Wilton  ;  and  did  not  "tend 
it  at  the  time,  for  fear  of  iK'ing  reproved  as  indu)g< 
ing  too  much  tendeniessi;  and  one  written  to  you  at 
the  tomb  of  Melancthon,  which  I  kept  back,  lest  ( 
should  appear  at  onec  too  siiperikiitious  and  too  en* 
thusia«ie,  1  now  imagine  that  perhaps  they  nsay 
please  you. 

"  You  do  not  take  the  lea*t  notice  of  ray  pro- 
posal for  our  meeting  at  Carlisle.*  Though  I  hare 
meritoriously  refrained  from  \JMliiig  Loudon  l!u* 
year,  1  aak  you  if  it  would  not  be  wrong  that  1 
should  be  two  year*  without  having  the  heneiit  of 
your  curivorMition.  when,  if  you  come  t\owH  as  fur 
OS  lierbyshire,  we  m^iy  meet  at  the  e]i))enM?  of  a 
few  d:iys'  journeying  and  not  many  pounds,  I 
wish  yon  to  see  Carlisle,  which  made  me  ttiention 
tliat  place.  But  if  you  have  not  a  devite  to  com- 
plete your  tour  of  the  English  cathedrnls,  I  wiU 
tdke  a  larger  slutre  uf  the  roait  l>etween  this  place 
and  Ashbourne.  So  tell  me  where  you  will  ^i  for 
our  pr^-^-r'"  ^  ''-ir  days  by  ourselves.  Now  dont 
cry  i>w,'  or   '  idle  dog.'     Chain  your 

huirkM  I  your  kituhiess  play. 

**  You  wiil  rejoice  to  hear  that  Mia*  Afndeod  ',  of 
Rasay,  i*  married  to  Colonel  Mure  Campb*,!),  an 
excellent  man,  with  a  pretty  good  estate  of  his  own, 
and  the  prospect  of  having  the  Earl  uf  Loudoun's 
fortune  and  honours.  Is  not  this  a  noble  lot  fur 
our  fair  IItbrJdi%in  ?  How  happy  am  1  that  sho 
i.«  to  be  in  Ayrshire!  We  shall  jiave  the  l^ird  of 
Haiiaty,  and  old  Malcolm,  and  I  know  not  how 
many  gallattt  Macleods  and  bag])ip«St  &«•  &c.  at 
Auchinleck.  PerhajHi  you  nuiy  m«vt  them  all 
there. 

**  Without  doubt  you  haire  r«ftd  what  ia  called 


wi|?    iH'tti   »riii>: 


I    —  C 

.t   n.,. 


')■    iri'H(.:iii 


<i  m  :*ir    \   in 


I.  Taun  Cburchyar*!,  who  illcJ  1m  JJ*<].  —  Malons. 


.rvt.  _  llokWaLt 


Uj  aUu«»  bu  UU 


uu  a 
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♦  The  Lift  of  David  Hume,"  written  by  him^lf, 
with  the  letter  Erom  Adsm  Smith  subjoined  to  it. 
Is  not  thii  nil  age  of  dnrin^  eflhmiery  ?  My 
friend  Mr.  A  nderson*  professor  of  natur»l  phdtisp- 
phy  nt  (»l*4gow,  ut  whose  house  yoti  atnl  Isuppi^d, 
nnd  to  wboKf  cure  Mr.  Windham  of  Norfolk  wm 
intruKted  at  that  university,  paid  me  a  visit  ItiLly  ; 
nn4  oficr  we  hnd  talked  wiili  iiidij^iwuiorv  niu!  con 
tempt  of  the  poi»omn»s  prodiit'iiuna  with  which  this 
u^ii  is  infi>stedt  he  snid  tht^rc  woji  now  m\  eievllent 
opportunity  for  Dr.  Johuson  to  step  forth*  I 
jigrced  with  him  that  you  might  kiiock  Humc'si 
and  Smith'*  ht?jids  together,  and  make  vain  iind 
ostentj4tioiJs  infidelity  exceedingly  ridiculous. 
Would  it  not  Ih!  worth  your  while  to  crush  such 
Qoxiouti  w«;ds  in  the  moral  g;ardcn  ? 

•♦  You  have  said  nothinj?  to  me  of  Dr.  Dodd.'  I 
know  not  how  you  think  on  that  subject ;  though 
the  newspftiHTs  gi'vt'  us  a  wiyiiig  of  youM  in  £ivour 
of  mercy  to  him.  But  I  own  I  am  very  desirous 
that  the  roynl  prerogative  of  remission  of  punish- 
ment aJiould  he  employed  to  exliihit  an  illuHtriuu* 
itiHlance  of  the  regard  which  God's  Vicegerent  will 
ever  show  t(i  piety  and  virtue.  If  for  ten  righteous 
tueu  the  Almighty  would  have  spared  Sodom,  slmll 
not  n  thousand  acts  of  goodness  dune  by  Dr.  Dodd 
euuntcrbaliincc  one  crime  ?  Such  an  iiistanee 
would  do  more  to  encourage  goodness,  th;tn  bis 
execution  would  do  to  deter  from  vice.  I  am  not 
wfraitl  of  auy  bad  consetjuencc  to  society  ;  for  who 
will  persevere  for  a  long  course  of  years  in  a  dis- 
titi^ir.hed  discharge  of  religiou*  duties,  with  a 
vifw  to  commit  a  forgery  with  impunity  ? 

•*  Pr*y  make  my  b^ft  compliments  acceplabUe  to 
Mr.  nod  Mrs.  Tlirale,  by  assuring  them  of  my 
hearty  ji»y  thrtt  the  majier,  na  you  call  him,  is  alive. 
I  hope  I  nhall  often  taile  hU  champagne — micrfy. 
**■  1  have  not  heard  from  Langton  for  a  longtime. 
1  &uppo<iie  he  is,  a*  usual, 

**  *  Studious  the  busy  moments  t^i  deceive." 

'•  I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  aflcctionntc, 
&C.,  Jauks  Boswiu-"* 

On  tlie  23d  of  June,  I  again  wrote  to  Dr. 
Joliiison^  enclosing  a  skipmiksier's  receipt  for  li 


I  Tbi'  «ho1l9  it«iTy  of  Dodd  U  UM  In  detnil,  p&*U  «ub 
JMh  Sppl   1777.— CituKM* 

»  Till*  U  an  » rr,  >!.» 
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jar  of  orange  niftriculiule^  and  a  large  [ntukei  of 

Lord  Il:u^.V^^  "  Annals  of  Scotianii." 


JUIINSON  TO  DOSWELL. 

••|ilD#9K.  1777. 

"  DtAR  Sin. —  I  have  just  receivcit Vet 

from  Mr.  Thrulc's,  but   have  not  da  --ti 

to  look  much  into  it,      1  am  glad  thai   1  lit 

enoogh  with  Li>rd  H alien  to  be  trusted  wtth  in«r« 
copy,  I  hope  to  take  more  care  of  it  than  of  the 
last.  I  return  Mrs,  lioi^well  ray  affectionate  thanks 
for  her  present,  which  I  value  as  a  token  of  recon- 
ciliation. 

*'  Poor  Dodd  was  put  to  death  yesterday,  in  «)|»* 
position  to  the  Tccommendation  of  the  jury,^ — lite 
petition  of  the  city  of  London^  —  and  a  •■ubnequ^nt 
pet  i  I  Ion  signed  l>y  three-and-twcnty  thowwund  handa. 
Surely  the  voice  of  the  public,  when  it  odls  »c* 
loudly,  and  calls  only  for  mercy,  ought  to  Im! 
heard, 

♦'  The  saying  that  was  given  me  in  the  papers  I 
never  spoke;  but  !  wrote  many  of  bi»  )>etitions 
and  some  of  his  letters.  He  applied  to  me  very 
often.  He  was,  I  am  afraid,  long  Battered  with 
hopes  of  life ;  but  t  had  no  part  in  (he  drvsidful 
delusion;  for  as  soon  as  the  king  hail  Signed  his 
sentence*;  I  oLlamed  frnm  Mr.  Chainier  *  an  ac- 
count of  the  disposition  of  the  court  towards  him, 
with  a  declarntion  that  iliere  tr(i«  t%v  ft^f^  fvfm  of  a 
respite.  This  letter  immediately  was  laid  before 
Dodd  ;  but  he  believed  those  whom  he  wi^l^  lo 
l>e  right,  as  it  is  thoujzht,  till  witliin  three  day*  of 
his  end.  He  died  with  pious  composure  and  reau* 
lution.  1  have  just  seen  the  ordinary  that 
him.  His  address  to  his  fellow-convict- 
the  Methodists;  but  he  had  a  Moravian  .v....  i,,,.. 
much  of  bis  time.  His  moral  character  is  ^ciy 
bad ;  I  hope  ntl  is  not  true  that  is  charged  UfUMl 
him.  Of  his  behaviour  in  prison  an  accoiml  niU 
be  published. 

i»  J    give   you   joy  of  your  count  i  ^.tvi 

your  pretty  garden,  and  hope  some  ?  i  ott 

in  your  felioiiy.     I  was  much  plv^-^i,,    „,...   votir 
two  letters  that  bad  been  kept  »Q  long  in  stOf«'i 


M 


In  ' 
anil 

lt^ 


I- torn  .%|i«ityk  «  Utiic  Qli»rurv. 

-^ »«. 
..    Undtr-SwireUry    uf    Stale, 
■iiM^Ku  — CamLKii. 
w  itiucb  honourt»d  tiy  Dr,  Joliufton, 


IJOsWlil.L  TO  JOUXSOW, 

"  Sundsf .  S*|»l.  SO.  1T«. 
'*Mv  KVRK  liVia  AMU  Hiictl'aKsrRrTiot  Sir,  —  You  kn(»w 


ni;  fokmn  cntbudsfni  of  inindr    Vou  loi-emr 
retpcct  myself  f'*r  It,  Im-o^mhp  in  *o  f.ir  T  r, «. :tiS.1< 
ton.    You  will  1 
n»a»Qn  of  ray 

S.ixnny.     1  sill 


•'  Mv  Di^a  S»a,  — Rvcnr 

trntit  r,r  uhir  yiin  tn\,-"  tni 


n  JOIfVSOV 


K-  t   i-tv«  *^> 


n>f  a  w 
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achl  rejoice  at  IVH»  Rasdjr'i  ndvaiicenient,  and 
uriftli  Sir  Allan  success. 

•*  I  Uopi-  to  meet  you  somewhere  towarH^  the 
nnrHu  but  am  loath  to  come  quite  to  CArlislv, 
Can  wu  nut  njcet  at  >fjinchester?  But  w<?  will 
wttle  it  in  somv  other  Itrtt?r». 

»'  Mr.  8j?«r«rd  \  ii  ffr«;:;(  favourite  at  Streathatn, 
hft«  iM^n,  1  think,  enkindled  by  our  travels  with  a 
curiosity  to  mtc  the  irij|i;hlandt.  I  have  given  him 
letun  to  you  nnd  Bciitf  ic.  He  desires  that  a  lotlg- 
ing  may  be  taken  jfor  him  at  Edinburgh  ag.iin<it  hifi 
arrival.  He  is  juitt  vfttin^  out.  l^ngton  has 
b«?en  ciejciOftg  the  militia,'  Mr<,  Williamf  i*, 
I  fear,  (itictitutig.  Dr  Lawrence  sny*  he  can  do 
no  more  She  is  gone  to  summer  in  the  country, 
with  as  many  convenience*  about  her  as  she  can 
cxpcin  ;  but  I  have  no  great  hope.  We  must  all 
di«  ;    may  wc  all  be  prepared  I 

**  I  suppose  Mi«s  BosrwcU  reads  her  book^  and 
young  AfeiiandcT  lakea  to  hts  learning.  Let  me 
hcftr  about  them  ;  for  every  thing  that  belongs  to 
ynii,  bcloritrs  in  a  more  remote  degree,  and  not^  I 
hope,  *ery  remote,  to,  d'Car  Sir,  yours  affectionately, 
**  Sah,  Johnsoic." 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

(By  Mr.  Stward.) 

••Jun#M.I777. 
**  Dt<*a  5tiK« — This  g^entlemao  is  a  grcAt  favourite 
at  Sfreatham,  and  ihcreloru  you  will  eaniiy  beliexe 
that  he  has  very  valuable  c|Uiilitte«>  Our  narrative 
bus  kindled  him  wirb  a  desire  of  visiting  the  High. 
Unda,  after  having  already  seen  <i  great  part  of 
Kurtifuv  Vou  mtist  receive  him  as  ti  friend,  tind 
whrti  you  l^ve  dtni-iecl  him  to  the  curiosities  of 
fMinburgh,  give  liim  instructions  and  recotiimcnd- 
aiioiu  for  the  rest  of  his  journf7. 

*'  I  ain«  dear  Sir,  &c.,  Sam.  Joifvaox." 

JohiiBon'fl  bcnevol<ince  to  the  unfortunftlo 
WHS  I  i^tfi  rnnfident^  aa  stciuljr  and  active  aa 
lihat  of  lujy  of  tliose  who  Imvu  hcQu  moat 
i,j,,.....t>iL  -'i-!iM juisheJ  for  that  virtue,  In- 
n  mI"  it  I  have  ho  doubt  will  be 
|i  •;  '  1  from  mortal  eyes.  We  may, 
howoTcr,  form  «»onn?  judt^raent  of  it  from  thu 
UJUiy  and  rariouii  instanr*?9  whirh  ha?e  iK-en 
difijovertni.  One,  which  hapjK-'nod  in  the  course 
of  Ibia  sumiQcr,  is  Tciimrkabit«  from  thi?  niimti 
tdodi  coutiection  of  the  porsori  who  wftt!i  tl«e 
«>Kjt»i-t  of  it-  The  circtumlaaco  to  which  I 
allmle  19  aaoertained  by  two  tetters,  one  to 
Mr.  Lnn^lon,  ntvl  ntiother  to  th*?  Rev.  I)r. 
Y-  ■  --  (>r  Lambetb,  sun  of  fli  '  ' nhlc 
»1                    I  LidifKld,  who  wuj*  Lry 

m  ■     ■>"*    '"    "inivM   1,, .iidy 

J..'    M    ,  .Ml       1m-   :,;r     killllly 


JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

•*  June  Ml  1T77. 

*'  Dkar  Sia,  —  I  liave  lately  been  mueti  dis- 
ordered by  a  difficulty  of  brrj thing,  but  om  now 
better.      I  hope  your  houM:  is  well. 

"  You  know  wo  have  been  talking  lately  of  St, 
Crow  at  Winchester  •  .  I  have  nn  old  aetjuaint- 
ance  whose  distre&i  makes  him  very  tii.'siruus  of  an 
hospital,  and  I  am  slVaid  I  have  not  5tren;;th 
enough  to  get  him  into  the  Chartreuii.  He  i«  a 
painter,  who  never  rose  higher  thnn  to  get  his  im- 
mediate living  ;  and  from  that,  nt  eighty^three,  he 
is  disabled  by  a  sliglit  stroke  of  the  pidsy,  >»uih  as 
docs  not  make  him  at  all  helpless  on  common 
occasions,  though  his  hand  is  not  steady  eni»ugli 
for  his  art.  My  request  is,  that  yon  will  try  to 
obtain  a  promise  of  the  next  vacancy  from  the 
Bishop  of  Chester.  It  is  not  n  gtx'at  thing  to  ask, 
and  1  hope  we  shall  ohtain  it.  Dr.  Warton  ha« 
promised  to  favour  bim  with  his  notice,  and  I  hope 
he  may  etid  his  days  in  peace.     1  am,  8ir,  jkc, 

"  Sam.  Jouhson." 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  DR.  VY8E, 

•^  Julj  0.  1777. 
*'  S»a,  —  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  r<«adtly  forjfive 
me  for  taking  the  liberty  of  I - 
ance  in  recommendrng  an  u 
the  archbishop  as  governor      .   ,...,    .  ,.,,..  .....hk, 

Hin  luimc  is  De  Groot*  ;  he  wosll^rn  at  (Jlou- 
cester ;  I  have  known  him  many  ye*rx.  He  Uux 
ail  the  common  claims  to  charity,  lietng  uld.  pour, 
and  infirm  to  a  grest  degree.  He  has  likewise 
onotlicT  claim,  to  which  no  scholar  con  refuse 
attention  ;  he  is  by  several  devcnt«  the  nephew  of 
Hugo  Grotius;  of  him  from  whom  peHmp»  rvety 
man  of  learning  has  learnt  sometlnng,  Let  it  not 
be  said  that  in  any  lettered  country  a  nephew  of 
fiirotius  asked  a  charity  and  was  refused,  I  am, 
reverend  Sir,  &o„  Sau.  JoifysoK.^ 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  VYSE. 

♦•  July  n,  1777. 
**  If  any  notice  should  be  taken  of  the  recom- 
mendatiuu  which  I  ti»ok  the  liLierty  of  <ken4ling 
yoii,  it  will  be  nece^Aary  to  know  that  Mr  He 
GnHJt  i*  to  l»c  found  ni  No.  K.,  in  Pye-slreet,  AW'si- 
minster,  lliin  informntinn,  when  1  wn>te,  I  could 
not  give  you ;  anii  being  going  win  to  Liehfiidd, 
think  it  necessary  to  t>e  left  iK'hind  me.  More  I 
will  not  fay.  You  will  want  no  persuasion  to  4uc> 
coiu  tbc  nephew  of  Grcytlus.     I  am,  Sit,  &c.. 

•*  Sa«.  Joii.m»on." 

DR,  VYSE  TO  BOSWEL; 

••  t  amttrilt.  J»»...    ■  i.-, 
'•SiafH.'  I    have  senrche<l   in  vain    for  the  Iftter 
which    1  spoke  of,  and  which  I  wished,  at  your 


I  in,   Wtfll    rfVtTPfttT 

1     f>q.,  rdltor   of 

'it/'Jfcc.  V^cr  anti.y.  *■'■',  m.  ■*.-  i  *,».fm  - 
ij   ituvr  a  caj'LAJii   tu  thi*  Liiif>oiailMr« 


A  ■  uro''<i:  '"'i'l" 


iL  Iciiit,  tljc   Ijf  p^i  u(  I   ll»t  Itirai'J  <jrt>Uii« 
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de&irc,  to  communicate  to  you.  It  was  from  Dr. 
Johnton«  to  return  me  thnuks  for  my  application 
to  Arclibisihop  Cornvrailis  ia  favour  of  poor  De 
GixHit.  He  rt'Joiees  at  the  success  it  met  with,  and 
]s  tavtOi  in  Uic  praise  ht*  beAtows  upon  his^  favourite, 
Hugo  Grotius*  I  am  rcnlly  sorry  that  I  cannot 
ftnd  tlii-j  letter,  as  it  is  worthy  of  th«  writer.  That 
which  1  p^nd  you  encla^cd '  is  at  yuur  service.  It 
is  very  thort,  and  will  not  pcrhapn  be  tliought  of 
any  cun'*t*<^ucnce,  unless  you  should  judge  pro|M;r 
to  consulor  it  o-s  a  proof  of  the  vt^ry  hutnanii  part 
which  Dr.  Johnson  took  in  behalf  of  a  distruss«d 
and  deserviug  person.      I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

»  W.  Vrtfc"  • 

JOHNSON  TO  U\L   W.   SHARP." 

**  Bolt  Court,  July  7-  1777. 
'•  Sia,  ^ —  To  the  collection  of  English  poets  I 
bftvif  recommended  the  volume  of  Dr.  Watts  to  be 
added;  his  name  has  long  been  held  hy  me  in 
vcnerutioii.  and  I  would  not  willingly  be  reduced 
to  tell  of  him  only  tliat  he  was  bom  and  died.  Yet 
of  his  life  I  know  very  Utile,  and  therefore  must 
pa'^  him  in  a  mnnnvr  very  unworthy  uf  his  charac> 
tcr»  uidess  some  of  his  friends  will  favour  me  with 
the  nece>i»ary  information.  Many  of  them  must 
he  known  to  you  ;  and  by  your  influence  perhaps  1 
may  obtain  dome  instruction  :  my  pliin  df«yi  not 
enact  much  ;  but  I  wish  to  distinguish  Walts,  a 
man  who  never  wrote  but  for  a  good  purpose,  lie 
idenaett  to  do  for  me  what  you  can.  I  am,  Sir^&e., 
"  Sam.   Johnson." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*'  Edinhitrtrh.  July  IR,  1777. 

**  Mv  nrAK  Sir, —  The  fate  of  i^oot  Dr.  DodrJ 
made  4  disiu<tl  imprcvsion  upon  my  mind.  I  had 
^a^acity  enough  to  divine  that  you  wrote  hin 
speech  to  the  reeorder  t*efore  sentence  was  pro* 
nouneed.  I  am  jj^hid  you  have  written  %o  much  for 
him  I  and  I  hope  to  be  favoured  wiih  an  exact 
list  of  (he  several  pieccn  when  we  meet, 

**  I  received  Mr.  Seward  as  the  friend  of  JNIr. 
and  Mrs.  Tlirnte,  snd  am  a  gentleman  recommended 
by  Dr.  Johnson  to  my  attention.  I  have  in- 
tiodueed  him  to  Lord  Katnes,  Lord  Mnnboddo. 
mid  Mr.  N.iirne.  He  b  gtme  to  the  Highlands 
with  Dr,  Gretjory.  When  he  returus  1  shall  do 
more  for  liim. 

*♦  Sir  .\lian  Maclean  has  carried  that  branch  of 
his  cause,  of  which  we  had  good  ho[ieK ;  the 
president  and  one  other  judge  only  were  against 
tiiui.  I  wikIi  the  house  of  lordis  may  do  as  well 
am  lh<*  court  of  »es<(ion  has  done.  But  Sir  Allan 
ban  not  the  land*  of  JJrofot  quite  cleared  hy  this 
judjijfment,  tilt  li  lun;;^  iicoount  h  rnnde  up  of  debts 
and  interests  on  the  one  ^ide,  and  r*!iti*  on  the 
other.  I  am,  liow«ver,  not  much  ii^raid  of  the 
balance. 

•'  ^Slacquarry's  estate*,  Siaffn  and  all.  were  sold 
yesterday,  and   bought   by  a  CampbelL      1  fear  he 


TtiP  firrmlliii?  I»i||r'r    ^  Rfi»«rfci  «. 


Xttiuft,  111  y. 
fSruClU*.      1> 


will  have  little  or  noLhing  left  out  of  the  purcluue^ 
money. 

«'  I  ftcnd  you  tl|e  case  rtdaiuKi  the  ne;;TO,  by  Mr. 
Cullen.  son  to  Dr.  Cullcn,  in  opposition  to  Mac- 
laurin's  for  liberty^  of  which  you  have  approved. 
Pray  read  this,  and  teU  nw?  what  you  think  a«  a 
poHticiaK,  as  widi  an  a  ptMl,  upon  the  kubjeci. 

"  Be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  know  how  your  time 
is  to  be  distributed  neit  autumn.  I  will  me-et  yuu. 
at  Manchester,  or  whore  you  please  ;  but  1  wisb 
you  would  complete  your  tour  of  the  cathedrals, 
and  come  to  Carlisle^  and  I  will  accompntty  you  m 
pan  of  the  way  fatimeward^     I  am  ever,.  &c., 

"  Jamm  Uoswhjl.*_ 

JOHNSON  TO  DOSWELL. 

"*  Jotjr  n^  ITTT. 

•*  Dw.jkK  Sin, —  Your  notion  of  the  necessity  of*' 
an  i?arly  inter\rew  is  wry  pleasing  to  both  t»»y 
vanity  and  tenderness.  1  shall,  perbapv  cotne  to 
Carlisle  another  yenr;  but  my  money  ho*  not  h*ld 
out  so  well  as  it  used  to  du.  I  shall  go  to  Ash- 
bourne, and  1  purpose  to  make  Dr.  Taylor  insiK 
you.  If  you  live  a  while  with  me  at  his  houses, 
wc  sbalf  have  much  time  to  ourselves,  and  our  stay 
will  he  no  expense  to  us  or  him.  I  shall  leave 
London  the  2Sth  ;  and,  after  some  stay  at  Oxfiord 
and  Lichtidd,  shall  probably  come  to  Ashbourne 
about  the  end  of  your  session  ^  but  of  all  this  you 
shall  have  notice.  Be  satisfied  we  will  tiwet  some- 
where. Wiat  passed  between  mo  and  poor  Dr. 
Dodd,  you  shall  know  more  fully  when  we  meet. 

"  Of  lawsuits  thure  is  no  end;  poor  Sir  Allan 
must  have  another  trial ;  for  which,  however,  hi* 
antagonist  cannot  be  much  blamed,  huviug  rwo 
judges  on  his  side,  I  am  more  afr*itd  of  the  debts 
than  of  ttie  House  of  Lords.  It  is  scju-ccly  to  be 
imagined  to  what  debts  will  swell,  that  are  daalj 
iiicriasiiig  by  small  additions,  and  how  oatcU 
in  a  state  of  desperation  debts  are  coutti 
Poor  Macquarry  was  far  from  thinking  that 
lie  sold  lii«i  islands  he  should  receive  notliing;.  For 
what  wore  they  sold?  and  what  was  their  ycavly 
value?  'Die  admission  of  money  into  th«j  High- 
lands will  soon  put  an  end  to  the  feudal  m^>r|^•^  of 
life,  by  making  those  men  landlords  who  wei©  otA 
chiefa>.  I  do  not  know  that  the  people  will  suSier. 
by  the  change;  but   there  was   in   t!  c 

authority  something  venerable  and  j'!'  v 

eye  must  look  with  pain  on  a  Campbtl    .,.^ 

MacquarritM  at  will  out  of  their  *ttk$  ttviUe^  their 
hereditary  island. 

"  Sir  Alexander  Dick  is  the  only  Scotsm^ 
enough  not  to  be  angry  th.it  I  could  not   i. 
where  trees  were   not.      !  was  much  dvlightoJ   m 
his  kind  letter. 

*'  I  remember  Rasay  with  ton  much  plc»T«^'"-  •*  -' 
to  partake  of  the  happiness  of  any   pan 
amiable  family.      Our   ramble  in    the    li- 
hangs  upon  my   imagination :   I  can    hartliy 
imagining  that  we  shall  go  a^ain.     Pcumuit 


rif OrhifMv  — "*   *.-»,i.4 .*.-.♦>  r— — .-. «■-  -nii...^ 
with  Dr 

Lhtln;'  _     ,,    .1     .  ; 

JuKilMr.  M' l)(i  )»u4av4'1-U  \\jii(U'«  «,vri«4i*Uia«kf>«tt«     hv-m 
Mag.,  fT»»7,  p.  90.  —  Csuaas. 
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lu  liave  seen  a  great  deal  whieb  we  did  not  see: 
when  we  travel  tkgam  let  us  lo'  '    ' 

"  You   ItJtvc  done  right  in 

hou»c.     Some  change  in  like  1u,j..     ^.^    •■    ■■. 

Itnte  to  time  a  new  epocha  ufeiiMenec*  in  a  ntw 
pUce  Ihcftf  i»  ^rneihihp  new  to  be  dont%  nnd  a 
dtffcrvni  *y»tL'ni  of  Ibotight  rise*  in  the  mind.  I  wish 
I  rouhJ  pither  currnnt*  in  y«»ur  j^ardcn.  Now  fit 
up  A  Vi''  vniir   books  r^sdy  at 

hand  :  toncy*  to  mAke  your 

hAbitati>/i.  I,.--.  ^,  ;,.■  _, ...^i-  ■■  .1'* 

*'  1  hiiTc  liined  btuly  with  poor  denr  Lanjifton, 
!  do  m»t  ihink  he  poes  on  wt-ll.  Hi»  tabic  i»  rather 
caamc*  and  he  ha«  his  chihiren  loo  much  about 
him.'      But  he  \s  a  very  good  man. 

•*  Mrs.  Willifims  i*  in  the  country,  to  try  if  she 
eao  Improve  her  heaJth;  *bo  i^  very  ill.  Matter* 
have  eome  «o  about.  t!iat  nbc  la  in  the  eountfy  with 
very  g^od  arcomrnudation ;  but  age,  and  sickness, 
and  prid(5,  have  made  her  %o  peevish,  that  I  wai 
Ciirceil  to  bribe  the  luaid  to  Ktay  with  her  by  a  secret 
tttptilation  of  half-n-crowti  a  week  over  her  wages. 

**  Our  clmb  ended  its  M>ssion  aliout  six  weeks 
af{o.  Wc  now  only  meet  to  ditie  once  a  fortnight 
Mr.  Dunning,  the-  jijrcat  lawyer,  is  otic  of  our 
mii'inlH.-rv  "Hie '^Tlirales  ar«  well,  I  lo«(j  to  know 
how  tJie  nifjfro*^  eaus*;  will  Ijc  decideil.  What  is  the 
Q)>ioion  of  Lord  Auchinleek,  or  Lord  llaile<t,  or 
Lord  Monlxvddo?      I  nm>  denr  Sir,  fl(C.» 

"  8a  K.  JoHtrsoN/' 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  BOSWELL. 

"  July  22.  1777. 
**MADA«t  —  Tliou^h  I  am  well  enough  plca&ed 
with    the   tante  of   swvrttncyit*,    very   little   of  the 
pli-,.,.^.    „,!/,.  K  r  .,.. ,  ,.,,,1  ml  (1,^,  nrrivfll  of  your  jar 
•  •»  I  eating    it.      1    received   it 

B"^  I  ,  lis  a  pruof  of  rveont-iliu- 

liuu,  tlim^  much  hwt-eter  than  nweetmeul* ;  and 
U|i<«i  thi*  efiri»idi'nitiuii  1  riiturn  you,  dear  Madam, 
rt-  By  bavhig  your  kimjncvi   1 

I'  i'lc  security  for  the  contiJiuancc 

*«  "'    '>  is  not  to  be  expected  that 

a  ,   when   the  intluence  of  a 

iu  !  .     (ly  valued  operates  againat 

bim.  Mr.  liu*welJ  will  tell  you  that  I  i»."tt  always 
(atlbful  to  your  InU'reat,  and  alwayi  endeavoured 
lo  vtah  yriM  fn  his  estimation.  You  mukt  now  <]o 
the  •aiTw  for  me»  We  mtjrt  atl  help  one  another » 
•tul  you  uiust  now  eonaider  rae  «s  dear  Madam, 
joort&«.»  Sam.  Jouw»u>." 

fiOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON, 

'*  K.llnlHjr(h,Jiily5S.  1777. 
•My  DfAR  Sia,  —  This  in  the  day  on  which  you 
wtte  to  leave  I^imtun,  and  I  fiave  lieen  ntnuMing 
Riym'lf  in  the  intcrvnU  of  my  law  drtidn^ry  with 
fi;{uriii|e  you  %u  xUw  Otford  pfv-t-ronch,  I  doubt, 
tKiwrver,   if   ynu    have  l>  v  o  journey   t« 

you  ami   1  had  in  that  \<  L-nr,  whcti  you 

BM no  much  xporl  Willi  ow^n,  the  arvhitcct. 


Ineldenta  upon  a  journey  arc  recollected  with 
:  they  arc  prcucrTcd  in  hti.sk 
up  af()un  in  our  minds,  lincttired 

.; ^;  i,^,..,,  ur  at    lea»i   that  anunatton,  with 

which  we  first  perceived  thcin."  (I  added,  that 
lomethlng  had  occurred  which  I  wai  afraid  might 
prevent  me  fVum  meeting  him  ;  and  that  my  wifn^ 
h.nd  been  atfected  with  complaint*  whieh  threatened 
a  conaumption,  but  wa&  noir  better. ) 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Oxtotk,  Aug.  4.  1777. 

'•  D«Aa  Sia,^ — Do  not  disturb  yourself  about 
our  interviews ;  I  hope  we  »hall  have  many  :  nor 
think  it  any  tiling  bard  or  unu%ual  that  your  design 
of  tneeting  mc  U  interrupted.  We  have  liolh 
endured  greater  evils,  and  have  greater  vvll*  to 
expecL 

"Mra.  Dofwcll't  tllnea  make^  a  more  fecfioua 
distress.  Dties  the  t»lot>d  xis/c  JVom  her  lung*  or 
from  her  iitomacb  ?  From  hltle  vtvHjk  broken  in 
the  stomach  there  is  no  danger.  Blitod  from  tbi^ 
lung<t  IS,  1  believe,  always  frothy,  as  mixed  with 
wind.  Your  physicians  know  very  well  what  i*  to 
l>edone,  The  lov*  of  ^uch  o  lady  would,  imdectit 
be  very  afflictive^  and  I  hofte  she  is  in  no  danger. 
Take  care  to  ke»»p  her  mind  aa  eauy  oa  possible. 

*•  I  have  left  Lnngton  in  I^ondon.  He  haJi  been 
down  with  the  militia,  and  u  again  quiet  at  home, 
talking  to  his  little  people,  as  I  »upp<ise  yon  ilo 
sometimes.  Make  my  compliments  to  Mi«5  Vero- 
nica.'    The  rest  arc  too  young  for  ceremony. 

**  I  ermnot  but  hope  thai  you  have  taken  your 
country-house  at  a  very  svamjiiable  time,  and  that 
it  rnay  conduct*  to  restore  or  eiiiabliKh  Mrs.  Uo^ 
well'fli  health,  aa  well  ax  provide  moot  and  exercise 
for  the  young  ones.  Hiat  you  and  your  lady  tiiay 
both  be  happy,  and  long  enjoy  your  happiness,  i» 
the  &incerc  and  enrnett  wifth  of.  dear  8ir«  your  moiit, 

&e.,  i$A,M.    JultKSUM." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

(Informing  him  thai  my  wife  hod  continued  to 
grow  bciicr,  so  that  my  aiarmiug  apprehcmionv 
were  relieved  :  and  th^l  1  hoped  to  disengn(;c  my- 
«eif  from  llie  other  fmbatroksiment  which  had 
occurred,  and  therefore  retjue-^ling  lo  know  par- 
ticularly when  he  intended  to  Iw  at  <\<(htK)uriHr. ) 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 


1777. 


'•  Dkaa  Sia, —  1  am  tliJ*  day  come  to  A  '■' -. 

and  have  only  to  tell  you.  that  llr.  Tayl 
»hall  be  weloMue  lo  liun,  and  you  ^ 
welcome  you  will  l>c  t*i  mc.  M^kc  haKte  w  Irt 
mc  know  when  you  may  be  ctpectcd.  Make  my 
compliments  to  Mr«(,  Bo4well,  and  tell  her  I  lu^pe 
we  shall  be  at  variance  no  more.  I  am,  dear  hir, 
^c.,  8aM.JoiiMftoa/' 

I    Itioy  do  net 


538 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


i7. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  Aihlmqrne,  Sept  I.  1777. 
'*  DfAa  Siii» — On  Saturdny  I  wrote  a  very 
sbori  |Liicr»  iniinedintely  upon  roy  ftrtivol  hither, 
to  show  juu  tUnt  I  am  iiut  teas  <loalrous  uf  (he  tu- 
tervicw  tlinti  yourself.  Life  adtnlbt  not  of  delays; 
wh«?n  pleasure  can  be  liad,  it  i*  fit  to  calcli  it* 
every  hour  Lukes  away  purl  of  the  things  that  pleikse 
tis,  nn<lt  pr^rhips  p^rt  of  our  dtspusition  to  be 
plpB'.ed.  Whon  1  cJinip  to  Lichfield.  1  found  my  old 
friend  llnrry  jAokMm  dead  [p.  4H9,].  It  was  a  loss, 
and  A  lo<&ft  not  to  be  repaired,  as  he  was  one  of  the 
l^ompallions  uf  my  childhood.  I  hope  we  may 
long  continue  to  gnin  friends;  but  the  friends 
which  mcfit  or  usifulness  can  procure  us  are  not 
rtble  to  supply  the  place  of  old  acquaintancei  with 
whom  the  days  of  youth  may  be  retraced^  and  thoiie 
ttUBges  revived  which  f!,aye  the  earliest  delight.  If 
you  and  I  live  to  be  much  older,  we  shall  take 
great  delight  in  talking  over  the  Hehrideon 
Journey.  In  the  mean  time  ii  may  not  be  amiss  to 
contrive  j^me  other  liille  adviL'nture,  but  what  it 
can  be  I  know  not ;  leave  iti  at  Sidney  says, 

*  To  vrrtut,  fortuiw,  time^  and  woTii«n's  breast ; ' ' 

for  1  believe  Mrs.  Dmwell  must  have  «omc  part  in 
the  cunsultation.  Oi\e  thing  you  will  like.  Tlic 
doctor,  so  far  a«  1  can  judg;c,  in  likely  to  leave  us 
enough  lo  ourselve*.  He  wn*  out  to-day  before  I 
ciime  down,  and,  I  fancy,  will  «tay  out  to  dinner. 
I  have  brought  the  papers  about  poor  Dodd,  to 
show  you,  but  you  will  fioon  have  despatched  tliem. 

"  Before  I  oame  away,  I  »ei)t  poor  Mri.  Wil- 
liam*  into  ihc  cxjtmtry,  very  ill  of  a  pituitous 
dc6uiion,  which  wastes  her  gradually  away,  and 
which  her  physician  declare;!  himself  unable  to 
*top»  I  supplied  her  a*  far  as  could  be  de«ired 
with  all  convL-nitncf^  to  tnake  her  excursion  and 
abode  pieo^ant  and  useful.  But  I  am  afraid  she 
csn  only  linger  a  short  tiine  in  a  morbid  state  of 
weakness  and  pain. 

•♦  The  Thrales,  little  and  great,  are  all  well,  and 
purpose  to  go  to  Brighthelm'stone  al  MichMehiioi. 
They  will  invite  me  to  go  with  them»  and.  perhaps, 
I  may  go,  but  1  hardly  think  I  <itiaU  like  to  stay 
the  whole  lime;  but  of  futurity  we  know  but 
little. 

"  Mrs.  Porter  u  weli ;  but  Mn.  Aston,  one  of 
the  ladies  al  Stow-hill,  has  been  struck  with  b  palsy. 


I  By  an  cxld  miiUke,  in  tb«>  firtt  thr(^e  celltJnni  vn  And  a 
rradtnir  In  thU   liiii"  to    which    llr.   Johfiiioii  woulil    by    no 

mran=   '■■-'-  -«>^-— -''■—*    •■•■---   u-..-.   i-, -..i...,i.,-...i   <r>f 

ttmr  t 

of  J-  u 

vrry  •■.  I         ■  ■  ■ 

lirrn  tUai)rlj<«l.      :  ..t 

a  •nnniit  «jl  s  ^ c,  ii 

futitMj  iu   tl  in   ihft 

ririfr^  lint*"-    I  ,  "  thmt 

■'     ,-  ''        ''<\ 

1 


Uow 


from  which  «he  Ls  not  likely  ever  ta  reoovrr, 
soon  may  such  a  fitroke  fall  upon  us  t 

**  Write  to  me,  and  let  us  know  when  we  may 
expect  you..  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moitt  humble 
servant^  Sau.  JuiiMaotf.** 

BOSWELL  TO    JOHNSON. 

'*  Edlbbufifh,  Snftt.  9.  ITI7. 

(After informing  him  that  I  -  •  *  lut  ncrt 
day,  in  order  to  inuet   liiiu  at  .^  — )     **  I 

have  a  preiicnt  for  you  from  L'  i  .   the  tlfth 

book  of  •  Lactantim/  which  he  baa  published  ^ilh 
l^tin  noteShi  He  is  also  to  give  ycm  a  few  anec- 
dotes for  your  '  Life  of  Thomson,'  who  1  fiaii 
wasi  private  tutor  to  the  present  Karl  of  Haddington, 
Lord  Hailo*'?  cousin,  a  circumstance  not  men* 
tioncd  by  Dr,  Murdoch.  I  have  kei-n  cT5p<*cl4- 
tions  of  delight  from  your  edition  of  the  EugUah 
Poetf. 

"  I  am  sorry  for  poor  Mr«,  Williams's  Biiuatitkiu 
You  wilf,  however,  have  the  comfort  of  rcJlt?ctii»g 
on  your  kindness  to  her  Mr.  Jack.son*s  death,  and 
Jlrs.  Aston's  f>alsy.  are  gloomy  circumstances.  Yet 
surely  we  sluiuld  be  habituated  to  the  uncertainty 
of  life  and  health.  When  my  mind  1%  nMr^iiiidln,*d 
by  melMicholy,   I  eon^ider  the  tempi  scs 

of   this  state   of  being   oa  '  light    i  by 

stretching  my  mental  view  into  Lhul  gkiiiuu* 
ofter-cxwtence,  when  they  will  appear  to  be  as 
nothing.  But  present  pleasures  and  present  pnxns 
must  be  felt.  I  lately  read  *  Ruaelas*  over  a^m 
with  satisliietion. 

"  Since  you  are  dfsirous  to  bear  al>out  3lac> 
quarry's  sale,  I  shall  infnmi  you  particularly.  The 
gentleman  who  purcho-scd  Ulva  is  Mr-  Cami»bell 
of  Auchnaba :  our  friend  Mucquarry  was  proprie- 
tor of  two* thirds  of  it,  of  which  tht*  r  "bt 
5».  lijd.  This  parcel  wa«i  iiet  up  at  L, 
but  it  sold  for  no  less  than  S54CL  T;_  „...i..  ;iurd 
of  Ulva,  with  the  island  of  StafTa,  twlongeff  to 
Macquarry  of  Ormaig.  Its  rent,  including  tlvat 
of  Staffa,  Sni  \'2s.  ^d,  —  wi  up  at  2178/.  Mis.  U. 
—  sold  for  no  lew  than  35¥>L  The  l-aird  of  Col 
wished  to  purchase  Liva,  but  he  thoi  . '  licc 
too  high.  There  may,  imlL>ed,  l>e  j.  ■  ,.<.. 
menU  made  there,  both  in  fishing  ai^i  ..^». ...,»..,'«.»; 
but  the  interest  of  the  jjurchase-mortcy  c«cecd«  tlie 
rent  so  very  much,  that  I  doubt  if  the  bargain  will 
be   profitable.      There  is   an    i&tand   calleiJ    Ltt(lf 

Al  (at  (htm  want,  lu  far  from  m^ne  «•>  > 
Tb'  on*  doth  rnforce.  the  I'oUn-r  d.  ii 

J,,  ,     ,  M*a.** 

I  takr  ihli  opportunity  toatld.  Ihul  In  Riigl«nd'«  Ttiraaiaa'a. 
a  rollr^lion  Of  ptwtry  priivU<d  in  MCMi.  lh»  Kvuail  cvnpltc  *J 
this  louniit  !«  Uiui  cftrruptly  exhltuted  : 

"  Tbwn  ke  U  »ueh  a*  h*  bin  uronA  may  tw. 
Aoil  tttwalM  OQo  cr«dll  ykidk  her  prrtorvr  : 

a  *j|ri»tlftn  whietl  I  th#  nUHw  inonflnn,  lw>«iu<-  Mi.-  rmrtntf*    I 


••  Who  d<Hti  itctlrtp.  X\utX  ctlft*r  t(1»  *  Ifc  •l>o    ' 

Mrtt  i'<<  lit  tnn'.  r>r  truth  ,lutl.  truth  .1 , 

Then  ,*, 

An'l,  .-rvar 

Not  f'sM, 

N'hI  m  nd, 

N(s  .ilouhghtj 


JEt.68, 
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1^1 

^       eh 

lie 


Co1on«ir«  of  }Qf.  Te'U'Iv  rmt,  which  I  am  infarmtd 

!».>.  ''  ■  '.      1  -     -^'     ^''  •'•  T"       ''      'i.jiy 

Icii...-  -_. —  -■:     ,,,^_...,  ...  .  ,-...-..,,: — .^  ..;,.  .J.  i^ii-iut 

nutde  lA  tliem  by  Quci'ii  Anne,      it  is  iH'lieveil  that 

Ihcir    claim    will    be   cllstniiaeti,    and    ihai    liulc 

Culofi^ttiy   will  iil<kO   be  kulti  fur   the  advwntn^c    of 

Maojujirry's  creditor*;.      What  think   you  ofpur- 

chjwlit{|;  this  iKianil,  anJ  l-ii<luwtiig  n  !<»cIi(k»1  or    cx>i- 

Ji»jpe  theft,    till-    m»>«ttT  to  1m?  a  clerpymiift  of  tlu" 

^gjli'iri  li  i»r  Fi.r-l.inii?      How  vi^nemblv  wouUI  inr>h 

the  name  uf  l>««  Sam.  JnifiiMciN 

I  havr,  ltk«  jour*elf,  s  wonficrfui 

<plei*kur«  iii  iv^ulliiitijif;  our  traveln  tn  those  ulunda. 

The    plvjuiure   i^   I    think,    grouter  than    il    rco- 

«cj.  '    il!(1  bi!.  eojisidlering  that    wc  h*d   not 

111  of  hciiuty   or  clt-^ntuce  to  chiirin  our 

im-i^ . .  or  of  rutle  nrtvvhy  to  astoniUi.     Ia*! 

U*%  by  all  tnennSt  have  Another  expcililKin.  I  shrink 
a  little  from  our  schcmi>  of  going  up  tlic  liHltic. 
I  »m  sorry  you  have  already  iM^eti  in  Wale^ :  for  f 
Krikh  to  »ec  it.  Shall  we  g«>  to  Irclaiiil^  of  which  I 
have  wen  but  little?  We  *httll  try  to  ilrikc  outn 
plftti  whifH  we  ore  at  A«hboume.  I  nm  ever  your 
ntpat  faitliful  servant,  J  AMI  a  lioswaLt/* 

I  It  a|ipcars  that  Juhnson,  now  in  bU  sixty* 
eighth  Tcttp,  wm  seriou-^ly  inclincMi  lo  rcnlinc 
the  mtij^rt  af  our  ^tn*;  up  the  Baltic,  whinh 
I  h»d  9tjirt<^d  when  we  were  in  the  Isle  of  Sky ; 
for  he  Uitw  writes  \jo  Mrs.  Thrale : — 
♦' A%hlKiuruc,  I3th  Sept.  1777 Bo«well,  t 
ItcUrvr.  ta  ennurifi;.  He  talks  of  being  here  to*doy : 
I  <•' '  '  1 ;  but  he  jihnnk*  from  the 
bi  I  think,  is  the  best  M-heme 
Id   ^u;,    ^     c   shall  substitute,  1  knaw 

Oct,  ilc  want«  la  «ec  Wales;  but,  ctcept  the 
woods  of  B^icfk  p  Graiy  [p,  410.],  what  is  there  in 
VIaIm  tliaJt  can  hll  the  hunger  of  ignorance,  or 
qtumch  the  Ihitnl  of  curiosity  ?  We  may,  perhaps 
liirm  Mitne  tchetnu  or  other ;  but,  in  the  phrase  of 
if0tUrf  itk  the  //fWr,    It    is  pity  he  h»s  not  t*ti»r 

$n  ardour  of  raind,  itnd  vigour  of 

■   fi  ttdTiunt>de  iit  nnv  age;  but  more 

o  III  the  udv«ncv<l  |>eritHl  at  which 

1     •) "rivcMi.      I   »m  sorry  now 

did  nn  our  exeiruljng  thiit 

fu\     ll  i.ther  objot'l4t  ofcuri-vsity 

iKHu  ti»  hiU'Ci   seen   my   illustrious 

wv!,   n«   he   probably  would    have 

*  so  eminently  dbtinguij-hed 

I  ;d«*ntd  and  aooubiitionij  n^  the 

Klu^i  til  iSwcdcn,  und  by  the  Krnprcsa  of 

ia,    whose     ejiti*anrditmry    ubilities,     in- 

:i»id    inaj^nAuiiaity,        '     "  '     the 

I  hiivc  alTijrded  a  tnjl  li>r 

ri    and    r*?<*ord.     Thi.    ,._...  ..aon 

,  be  thought  loo  visionary  bv  the 

•    und   coT<1-^.Km'<L  a    part   "I    uiy 

t    I  (mm    1  !y   indulge   it 

ui'jit^  unav.ji  iu 


letter*  dated  Sept.  dlh,  wan  not  at  this  place  till 
lhi»  day,  *n  '  '  (iL  llth;  and  I  hope  you 
will  be  her-  i*  at  (.*arli%lc'      Howt^ver, 

what  you  b.;- ^.  jug,  you  itiay  have  returning;  ^ 

and  ivt  1  lielievii  1  shall  not  luve  you  lev*,  after  our 
interview,  it  will  then  be  as  true  lu^  it  i%  now.  that 
t  set  a  very  high  value  upon  your  fricndihhip,  and 
count  your  kindness  as  one  of  the  chief  febcitie«  uf 
iTiy  life.  Do  not  fancy  tliat  an  interroiMion  of 
writing  Is  a  decay  of  krndne«,  Ko  man  is  alwayt 
in  a  flu.>n.iti,,.>  to  write;  nor  has  any  man  at  nil 
lime^  i  »  aajr. 

"  1 1  '  which  intrude!  so  often  on  your 

mind  i^  *  nn>l*f  ot'  nicdancholy,  which,  if  it  be  the 
business  of  a  wise  man  to  be  happy,  it  ta  foolish  lo 
indulge  ;  and,  if  it  be  a  duty  to  preserve  our  facul* 
lies  entire  fur  liicir  proper  u\e,  it  is  criminal, 
Su^picioit  1%  very  ul\eu  an  useless  pain.  From 
that,  and  all  othtfr  paioK,  I  wl^  you  free  and  ^fe  ^ 
for  1  am,  dear  Sir,  fitc-,  Sam.  Joii!«soir.'* 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 

•*  A  »li bourne,  Sept.  13.  1777. 
"  Da4a  MAn\M, —  A»  I  lef^  you  so  much  dis- 
ordered, a  furtnight  is  a  long  time  to  be  without 
any  account  of  your  health,  1  am  willing  to  Hatter 
myself  that  you  are  l>etier«  though  you  gave  me 
no  reason  to  believe  that  you  uitended  to  utc  any 
means  for  your  recovery.  Nutufc  often  performs 
wonders  and  will,  I  hope,  do  fur  you  more  ttiJUt 
you  Jiecm  inclined  to  do  for  yuuntelf. 

"  In  this  weakness  of  body,  with  which  it  boa 
pleaded  God  to  visit  you,  he  bun  given  you  great 
ciiu-h:  of  thankfulnevt,  by  the  total  etemptiun  of 
your  rnind  ffom  all  effects  of  ynur  disorder.  Your 
I,  ,        .■;:■'  '.  ,,,■■"     f,   nor 

:  ma- 

g-.^:..  ..  ..-  -  .".  ;    I  ..^ ....; .._,  i^fimer 

time  of  your  life,  'ihis  i«  a  great  blessing,  as  it 
respects  enjoyment  of  the  present ;  and  a  blessing 
yet  far  gre:iter,  oa  it  be«tuwH  power  ami  oppnrtuntty 
tn  prepare  (or  the  future. 

•*  All  ftioknt«5  ii  a  summon*.  But  a»  you  do  not 
want  cihorlalion«,>  I  will  *end  you  only  my    j;oi»<l 

I  wiitbra,  and  eihort  you  to  believe  the  good  wxa1iv« 

I  very  vineere.  of*  dear  Madam.  &cl, 

1  —  Pcmbtokt  MSS,  **  SaM.  JoiiKSOfi."] 

I 


JOHNSON  TO   BOSWELU 

"*  DlAI  StB,  —  t  wtiLe  lo  bu  UH  at  Carlisle,  as 
y«a  iliffft  nwi  hut  you  canntX  havu  it.      Your 


CHAPTER  LIX. 

1777. 

B^mertJ  ot  Atik^ommt, —  Orief  fpr  Rdutivet  an<f 
FrinuU.  —  /ncmiie*  of  f^nitM._  JoAawa'A  Intrr^ 
frrrn^  f^^r  ,'       '  ""^     *'   Jiirr(>frl.  —  ttwmil' 

ton    of  Hum*,—  I'Var 

i^   Jimtl*        *^ .;,    .,   ..^^.tfrapkvr,  —  Stvtxrt 

Family,  —  mnh-da^u  —  irartoa^  Pnem; 

Oit   SundAj  evening,  Sept.  14.,  I  arrircd  nt 
Aahboumc,  and  drove  direclJy  up  to  Dr.  'I  ay- 

•  It  so  tUftpeiwd.    Tba  l^lat  uss  Ibcwanlad  «a  itiy  hrniM* 
a)  Kdtnlyjrrti.  —  Btnwsi.1.. 
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lor'a  door.  Dr.  Johnson  and  he  aj»pcareil 
before  1  hod  got  out  of  the  poatKihaise^  and 
ivelconicd  me  cordially.' 

1  told  thom  that  I  had  travelled  all  the  pre- 
ccd'uii;  night,  and  pone  to  bed  at  Leek,  in 
StttffordshiTe ;  and  that  when  I  ro^e  to  go  to 
church  hi  the  aHernooQ,  I  w.-us  infonued  there 
had  been  nn  earthquake,  of  whii-h,  it  seems, 
the  shook  had  been  felt  in  some  degree  at 
Ashbourne-  Joiixsos.  **  Sir,  it  will  be  much 
exaggerated  in  public  talk ;  for,  in  the  first 
pliicii,  tlie  couimon  people  do  not  accurately 
adapt  their  thoughts  to  the  objects  ^  nor, 
secondly,  do  they  accurately  adapt  their  words 
to  their  thtuightjai :  they  do  not  mean  to  lie; 
but^  talking  no  pains  to  1t»e  exact,  they  give  you 
very  fulse  accounts,  A  g^eat  part  of  their  fan- 
gitage  is  proverbial.  If  any  tning  if  irks  at  all, 
they  jaiy  it  rocks  like  a  criullc;  iind  in  this  way 
they  go  on." 

The  subject  of  grief  for  the  losa  of  relations 
and  frietida  being  introduced,  I  observed  that 
It  waa  strange  to  consider  how  soon  it  in  general 
wears  away.  Dr.  Taylor  mentioned  a  gentle- 
man of  the  neighbourhood  as  the  only  iualance 
he  had  ever  known  of  a  person  who  had  en- 
deavoured to  retain  grief,  lie  told  Dr.  Taylor, 
that  after  his  lady*s  death,  which  aJfecte<i  hiui 
dceplv,  he  resolved  that  the  grief,  which  he 
cherished  with  a  kind  of  sacred  fondness, 
should  be  lofrting ;  but  that  he  found  he  could 
not  keep  it  long.  Jomnbon.  "All  grief  for 
what  cannot  in  the  course  of  nature  be  helped 
soon  wears  away ;  in  some  sooner  in<leed,  in 
some  later ;  but  it  never  continues  very  long, 
unless  where  there  is  maiiness,  such  as  will 
make  a  roan  have  pride  so  fixed  in  his  mind  as 
to  Imagine  hiuiself  a  king ;  or  any  other  pas- 
sion in  an  unreixsutjable  way :  for  all  unneces- 
sary grief  is  unwise,  and  tlierefore  will  not  be 
long  retained  by  a  sound  mind-  If,  indeed,  the 
cause  of  our  grief  is  wcasioned  by  our  own  niis- 
eonduct,  if  grief  is  mingled  with  remoi*se  of 
coni«cience,  it  should  be  lasting."  Bos  well. 
*'  But,  Sir,  we  do  not  approve  of  a  man  who 
verv  soon  forgets  the  lo!<s  of  a  wife  or  a  friend." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  we  disapprove  of  him,  not  be- 
cause he  soon  forgets  his  grief,  for  the  sooner 
it  is  forgotten  the  better ;  but  because  we 
suppose,  that  if  he  forgets  his  wife  or  bis 
frien<i  soon,  he  has  not  had  much  aflection  for 
them." 

1  was  somewhat  disappointed  in  finding  that 
the  edition  of  the  "English  Poets,"  tor  which 
he  wns  to  write  prefaces  and  Uvea,  was  not 
an  undertaking  ibrected  by  htm,  but  thut  be 
wa*  to  furnish  a  nrefa^-e  and  lite  to  any  poet 
the  booksellers  pleuscd.  I  asked  hira  it  he 
Would  do  this  to  any  dunce's  worka,  if  they 
should  a.^k  him.     Johnsojc.    "Yes,  Sir;   and 


\ 

say  he  was  a  dunce,"     My  friend  seemed  now 
not  much  to  relish  talking  of  tlib  edition. 

On  Monday,  Sept.  15.,  Dr.  Johnson  ob- 
served, that  every  body  commended  <iuch  parts 
of  bis  *^  Journey  to  the  Western  Islandj  '*  us 
were  in  their  own  way.  •'  For  instance^**  said 
he,  "Mr.  Jaek&on  (the  all-knowing),  \jtidc, 
p.  13b\]  told  me  there  was  more  u'hhI  *»jri!H> 
upon  trade  in  it,  than  he  shoidd  hear  in  the 
I  louse  of  Commons  in  a  year,  except  from 
Burke.  Jones  commended  the  part  which 
treats  of  lan^uo^e ;  Burke,  that  whirb  de- 
seriljes  the  inbabitants  of  mountainous  coun- 
tries." * 

After  breakfast^  Johnson  carriefl  rue  to  s<^ 
the  garden  belonging  to  the  school  of  A^b- 
bourne,  which  iss  vxTy  prettily  formed  upon  a 
bank,  rising  gradually  behind  the  house,  i'he 
Rev.  Mr.  Langlcy,  the  head-master  {tiuU^  p* 
416.],  accompanied  us. 

1»V  hile  we  !^ai  basking  in  the  sun  upon  a  seat 
here,  I  introtluced  a  common  subjeri  of  iijim- 
plaint,  the  very  small  salaries  whii:h  many 
curates  have;  and  I  maintained^  tli at  no  bum 
should  be  invested  with  the  chanictrr  of  a 
clern:Tnian,  unless  he  has  a  security  for  tuch 
an  mcome  as  will  enable  him  to  ap{icar  fr- 
gpectable ;  that,  therefore,  a  clergyman  «hutdd 
not  be  allowed  to  have  a  cunite,  unle««  be 
gives  him  a  hundred  pomula  a  year;  if  he 
cannot  do  that,  let  Iiim  perform  the  duty  him* 
self.  Johnson.  "  To  be  sure,  Sir,  it  is  wrotag 
that  any  clergyman  shmild  be  without  a  rt*- 
sonable  income;  but  \ks  tlic  church  revnitusa 
were  sadly  diminished  at  the  Reformation,  thd 
clergy  who  have  livings  cannot  aiii:»rd,  in  mun? 

instances,   to  give   gcx)d   salarie!*    ' .»  .r,.i, 

without  leaving  themselves  too  li  if 

no  curate  were  to  W  jiennitted  ii/  id 

a  hundred  pninds  a  year,  ihcir  number  i«mild 
be  very  fraall,  which  would  be  a  di:siidviiniage, 
as  then  there  would  not  be  such  cboiee  in  the 
nursery  for  the  chur<^h,  curates  bcinj?  ctttuU- 
dates  for  the  higher  ecclesia^tiral  otiices,  iii>- 
eording  to  their  merit  and  pwA  bc^havinor." 
He  explained  the  system  of  the  P  ' 
archy  exceedingly  well,  "  It  is 
fit,"  said  he,  "  to  trust  a  man  willi 
a  parish  till  he  has  given  proof,  ns  li 

he  shall  deserve  such  a  tninit/*  ....  , 
excellent  theory;  and  if  the  prjiclice'  wer* 
according  to  it,  the  church  of  EngUnd  would 
be  admirable  indeed.  However,  hs  I  hfttf 
heard  Dr.  Johnson  observe  a^  to  ilie  itnivfr* 
gities,  bad  practice  docs  not  infer  that  ttio  o(m» 
stitution  is  bad. 

We  hod  with  us  at  dinner  several  of  Dr. 
Taylor's  neighbour*,  good  civil  gentleUH*?i,  who 
seemed  to  understand  Dr.  Johns*jn  very  wifJJ, 
and  not  to  consider  him  in  the  light  that  a  oer* 


to    Mr».  Thmle  on  the  ISth  :    *'L*fl 

]  A\%\  Klad  tliar  (le  ii  cotnv,  anil  M<ctttt 

I  llrely.  NnJ  liiught  a  Uulc  «!  i—    /' 


*  Jotitux 
ttiiAj  moil) 1 1 

%v«u;  but  h 


IrrUtiil  l»  p'tM- 

im  IS  f>Q.t\  m  111.  • 
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Ulfi  pertoa  [George  G&m'ek]  did«  who  being 
struct,  or  rather  atunncfl,  )>y  hia  voice  and 
inntiiier,  when  lie  was  afterwardji  n*ikcd  what 
lit*  thought  of  hira,  answered,  ^'^Hc's  a  tre- 
mcndtms  couinanion/' 

JohnsoD  told  me,  that  "  Taylor  was  a  very 
wtuahic  ftcutc  nmot  iind  hari  a  strong  mind: 
ihttt  h*?  httd  great  activity  in  some  resfKJcts, 
and  yvt  nu*'h  a  tMtrt  of  indolence,  that  if  you 
•koufd  put  u  pcbhle  upon  hia  chimney-piece, 
you  would  lind  it  there,  in  the  aamc  ttattf,  a 
year  •A^'rwunb," 

And  h«re  is  a  proper  place  to  give  un 
iircatilit  of  Juhns<>n*«  buiuane  and  zealous 
interference  in  bohnlf  of  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Williiiui  I>odd,  formt-rly  prcbcndriry  of  Brecon, 
■chaplain  in  oniitiary  to  his  niajeety  ;  cele- 
led  as  a  vcrv  pupular  prt^acht-r ',  sin  en- 
!r  *if  charitable  iiustitutions,  and  author 
"icly  of  works,  chicfiy  theoloj^ical, 
___^  unhappHy  conrractcd  expensive  habits 
livinfji  partly  occa^Jioned  by  Iicentiou»nes3 
manncrfi,  he  in  an  evil  hour,  when  pres-^ed 
by  want  of  money,  and  dreading  an  exp^jtsure 
of  hJ«  cir<Miin«f!mrc3,  forjfcd  a  bond,  of  which 
he  I   hnn*olf  to  support  his 

cr  If  with  hopes'   that  he 

migui  !»•'  II Uu"  I"  n  |»ay  its  amount  without 
btBiag  dft^cted.  The  person  whose  uarno  he 
ihft"  »-.*:|>i«^'  '»r..i  irMuii.  il!v  presQuicd  to  faUify 
w  !.  to  whom  he  had 

Is  ,       lip*,  in  the  warmth 

ol  -'j;s,  riattcred  himself  would  have 

gv  '.lid  the  money  in  caae  of  an  alarm 

Im  rather  than  sufTer  him  to   fall  a 

ilrfivlful  consequences  of  violul- 
b\v  I  ►-ry,  the  most  dangerous 

u  I  country :  but  the  un- 

fbrtufuil*)  diviiK'  iiai  The  mortification  to  find 
Ihat  he  was  mistaken.  His  noble  punil  ap* 
puarcd  aguin^tl  him,  and  he  was  capitally  eon- 
Tk'led. 

,t..i...-,vn  fold  me  that  Dr.  Dndd  wa*  very 
11'  filed  with   him,  having  been  but 

Mi  inmpany,  many  veara  previous  to 

iJn*  juriod  (whioh  wai  precisely  tne  state  of 
tnv  own  acqujiintunce  with  Dodd);  but  in  hh 
iliitTMS  ht5  Wlh«iu>rht  himself  of  Johnson's 
jieryuasiTC  fjower  of  writing,  if  haply  it  mi^hl 
avail  to  obtain  for  him  the  royal  mercy,  lie 
ilid  nut  appl?  U>  hiui  direclly,  but,  tixtra- 
ordinary  na  it   tuny  seem,  through  the  lat« 


crime  in 


Countefls  of  Hairinc^n ),  who  wrote  a  letter 

to  Johnson,  asking  nim  t<  '      '*        n  in 

favonr  of  Uodfl.     Mr,  All  who 

was  Johnson's  landlord  ai^i  .^v  ^u  i.,.,.,w,ur  in 
Bolt-court,  and  for  whom  he  had  much  kind- 
ness, was  one  of  llodd'g  frien^b,  of  whonn  t4> 
the  credit  of  humanity  be  it  recorded,  that  he 
had  many  who  did  not  <le«ert  him,  even  nflcr 
hi§  infrinjfcnicnt  of  the  law  Imd  reduced  him 
t4>  the  state  of  a  man  under  iwntenee  of  death. 
Air.  Allen  told  me  that  he  carried  Lady  Ilar- 
ringt«in*w  letter  to  Johnwn;  that  John«!on  read 
it,  walking  up  ami  down  hia  chamlx'r,  and 
seemed  much  a^ntat«<l  after  which  he  said, 
"•  I  will  <fo  what  1  can;*'  and  certaudy  he  did 
make  extnutrdinnry  ex«*riion«. 

He  this  evening,  as  he  had  obligingly  pro- 
mised in  one  of  his  letters,  put  into  my  Immli 
the  whole  series  of  his  writinjfs  upon  tins 
melancholy  occajuon,  and  I  shall  present  my 
readers  with  the  abstract  which  1  made  from 
the  collection ;  in  doing  which  I  studlc*!  to 
avoid  copyinrt*  what  had  apjayu'ed  in  print, 
and  now  make  jmrt  of  the  edition  of  **  John- 
B«n*s  Works,'*  ])ubbslied  by  the  biK>kselleri!i  of 
London,  but  taking  care  to  mark  Johnson'# 
variations  in  some  of  the  piecea  there  ex- 
hibited, 

Ur.  Johnson  wrote,  in  the  first  place,  Dr. 
Dodd's  **  Speech  to  the  Reconlcr  of  London,** 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  eentcTice  of  death  wjuj 
about  to  be  prfmounced  uiHin  hiiu. 

lie  wrote  also  "^Tlie  Convict's  Addresji  to 
his  unhappy  Bi*ethrGn,"  a  sermon  delivered  bv 
Dr»  Dodd  in  the  chapel  of  Newj,nite.  Accor*f. 
injf  to  Johnj^on's  marniscript,  it  degan  thus  after 
the  text,  irAd/  shail  I  do  to  be  sated  f^ 

"  Tlte»e  were  the  worJ«  with  which  the  k^pcr, 
to  whouc  custody  PttuI  and  SHrtii  wore  cuinnuiiii.'d 
l»y  their  prt>MK:ut(}rH,  addre^tsed  hi*  priiwncr*,  when 
bo  S4W  tttein  frc'vd  fr<jni  their  bondu  by  the  pvr> 
ccpttble  agency  of  ilivinf  favour,  amt  wils  tht-TdTure, 
irnriisiibJy  convinced  that  ihcy  wvre  not  ntTend^n* 
against  tli«  bws,  but  martyrt  to  th«  truth.'* 

Dr.  Johnson  was  so  go<T«i  a*  to  rnatrk  for  me 
with  his  own  band,  on  a  copy  of  ihi.^  sermon 
which  ia  now  in  mj  possession,  such  paj^aiftrs 
as  were  mlded  by  Dr.  UcMhl.  Tht-y  iire  not 
manv :  whoever  will  take  \hv  troubfe  lo  look 
at  the  printed  copy,  and  attend  to  what  1 
mention,  wdl  be  satisfied  of  this. 


—  .^.1  ■  ^.. 


i*r  of  lira  1 1 

\  ul  -f  H  . 


April  II. 
I  unit 


•    »«    t»»,  JahtlBuu'* 

nut  In  Ujc  cucniiiuit 
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Tliere  is  »  »bort  introductiun  liyDr.Dodil, 
and  lie  idm  inserttid  this  sentence :  '♦  You  see 
with  what  confusion  and  dishonour  I  now 
stund  Iwlore  you^  no  more  in  the  ^uljuit  of 
instruction,  but  on  this  buinhle  seat  wnh  youi'- 
sclve^i"  The  notes  arc  «nLirely  Dodd's  own, 
and  Jidinson's  writing  enda  at  the  words^  "  the 
thief  whonj  he  pardoned  on  the  cros?."  What 
follows  was  e;ui)plied  by  Dr.  Dodd  himself.' 

The  olhi?r  piwi'S  mentioned  by  Johnson  in 
the  ab«ive  mentioned  collertion  are  two  letters  ; 
one  to  the  Lord  ChanceUor  Bathurst  (not 
Lord  North,  im  is  frroneoujsly  supposed),  iind 
one  to  Lonl  Mansfield.  A  petition  from  Dr. 
Dodd  to  the  Kin^.  A  petition  from  Mi'S.  Dodd 
to  the  Queen.  Obsexvations  of  some  length 
iiijcned  in  the  newjqiaper*,  on  occasion  of 
Eurl  Perry's  having:  presented  t^o  bis  majesty  a 
]ietition  lor  mercy  to  Dtxlil,  si^^etl  by  twenty 
thousand  jwojile,  but  all  in  vain.  He  told  me 
thai  he  had  alw)  written  a  petition  for  the  city 
uf  London ;  "  but  (said  he,  with  a  significant 
smile^  they  nmnded  it."^ 

The  hist  of  tbffte  artielea  whicli  Johnson 
wrote  is  ''  Dr.  Dodd's  last  solemn  Dvckration/' 
whieh  he  left  with  the  sheriff  at  the  plac^c  of 
execution.  Here  also  my  friend  marked  the 
variations  on  a  copy  of  that  piece  now  in  my 
possession.  Dodd  Insertefl,  "  I  never  knew  or 
attended  to  the  calls  of  frugality,  or  the  need* 
ful  minuteuesa  of  painful  economy;**  and  in 
the  next  sentence  he  introduced  the  wonia 
which  1  diMtinjiuiithed  by  italics :  ''  ray  life  for 
some  /tw  unkapm  years  ]>ast  has  been  dread* 
fully  erroneous.^  Johnson's  expre-ssion  w^as 
hyPifOriticfU  :  but  hLs  rerasirk  on  the  margin  is, 
**  ^Vith  this  he  said  he  could  not  charge  him- 
self." 

Having  thus  authentically  settled  wbiit  part 
of  the  "  Occasional  Papenj,"  concerning  Dr. 
Dodd's  miserable  situation  came  from  the  pen 
of  Johnson,  I  shall  proceed  to  present  my 
readers  with  my  record  of  tlie  unpublished 
writings  relating  to  that  extraordinary  and 
interesting  matt-er. 

I  found  a  letter  to  Dr.  Johnson  from  Dr. 
Dodd,  May  23.  1777,  in  which  *'  The  Con- 
victs Address"  seems  dearly  to  be  meant: — 


DR.  DODD  TO  DR.  JOHNSOK. 


'H   ft 


1  Dr. 

JohMon. 

In  « 

IrXttf  (torn 

LidiA«ld,  rplatm  wl(h 

»rmie  fotniitnrrnrr 

fwltomb«  but  Dot  told 

of  hi 

uJ,  '•  whrti  1  rrid  Dr. 

1.  Dr.  JfihnBOnctiuU 
It  Kc  wnj  not,  1  dare 

tH*t  >■ 

My. 

-  1  ^r  in  the  Gfntlf- 

mn'i 

1  convict  couU 

huv. 

—  Ckohbii. 

■i  \ 

Mr.   ■^tmi.^    of 

Un 

»rin 

Jf..tv 

with 

1   in  crou  hL-M. 

ami 

'•  1 

w   li-liti:  itniirr 

U'll'. 

1 ; ,,, 

cfhi 

1.1 

oimI   < 

\\A^<- 

illli  1 

Ike 


ntj 


♦*  I  im  »o  penetrated,  tny  ever  dcnir  '^■ 
sense  of  your  extrL'inc  bvne^ulcrice  lov^ 
1  cannot  find  wurd«  equal  tu  Uiesctui 
heart. 

^'  You  are  too  oonvermat  in  (he  woHd  to  mwl 
the  slightest  hint  from  mtf  uf  xrhmi  tii6nil«  titiUty 
the  sptH'ch  *  on  the  avrfiil  dny  hii»  bpon  tr>  m*'.  I 
vitpcrieiice.  every  hour.  s«mc  pood  -  ?'  ■"  '- --^  it 
i  am  sure  that  clffcti*  still   more  ijl  n- 

portdJit  must   follott^  from  y*mr  kiti<i  kd 

favour,  I  will  Uhour— God  bcin|E:  my  heiprr-^ 
to  do  justice  to  It  from  the  pulpit.  I  urn  surv,  hod 
1  your  M^iitimentH  con^timtly  to  dtlivcr  from  tlt«!iic«, 
in  all  their  mighty  force  uiid  power,  not  a  aoul 
could  be  left  unconvinced  and  onpcr^i^uidctl. 

••  May  God  Almighty  bl«s  and  r<ward,  wiiii 
his  choicest  comforts,  your  philaruhroplc  amoiu^ 
and  enable  me  at  all  titnes  to  eiipress  wliat  I  feci 
of  the  high  and  uncommon  obligntiotia  which  I 
owe  to  thajirit  nuiu  in  our  tiroes  J" 

On  Sunday,  June  22.,  he  writes,  bcgjciiif^ 
Dr.  Johnson's  assistance  in  framing  n  suppli- 
catory letter  to  his  majesty ; 

"  If  his  majesty  could  l>e  mored  of  his  royal  cle- 
mency to  iiptiirc  me  and  my  (amity  the  borroi>  arui 
ignominy  of  a  jmhUc  fieath,  which  the  pv! 
is  sotieitouji  to  wuve,  and  to  grant  me  in  S4.».> 
distant  corner  of  the  globe  to  pass  the  ni^iiiainUwr  uf 
my  days  in  penitence  and  prayer,  I  would  blcs»  Idt 
clemency  and  be  humbled.'* 

This  letter  was  brought  to  Dr.  Johnson  when 
in  church.  He  stooped  down  and  read  it  * ;  and 
wrote,  when  he  went  home,  the  following  lcUt3' 
for  Dr.  Dodd  to  the  king  :  — 

*'  StJi, —  May  it  not  ofiend  your  ntaiesty,  that 
the  mo&t  miserable  of  men  applies  himself  to  yofir 
clemency,  as  hi*  last  hope  and  his  last  refuip*  i  tb*t 
your  mercy  is  mc»t  enrncslly  and  humbly  iiiifiloircd 
by  a  clergyman,  whom  your  ^  laws  and  judg^A  bar« 
condemtied  to  the  horror  and  ignominy  of  a  {luhlic 
execution, 

"  I  confess  the  crime,  and  own  the  enoritnty  of 
its  consequences,  and   the   d:mger  of  its   ' 
Nor  have  I  the  confidence  to  petition  for  ii 
but  humbly  hopCi  that  public  wfcorin 
bli*b»^l,  without  the  spectacle  of  a  t' 
ged  through  the  streeU.  to  a  death  of  ii.k^.,,.if ,  «.»«..«.. 


neit  and  gLCttrc  proTnoter  of  «>Teral  modn  of  u*r 


u 
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tbe  difrUiOti  of  the  pruillgnte  ind  profane  ;  and  tlml 
jusuct>  amy  be  satUfieti  vthh  irreifocabU  exUe,  per- 
petual dujgrace,  and  hopeless  pcnufy. 

"  My  Uftf,  Sir,  tins  dqL  been  u^ele^  to  nmnkind, 
I  h«Te  benefited  mmiy.  But  my  oSenc&t.  against 
God  are  nambfrlci^s  wid  I  h»vt»  bad  ViKth  tituc*  for 
repentAace^  Prcwrve  me,  Sir,  by  your  prerogaiiTe 
of  mt-'fCT,  from  tlie  necessity  of  appearing  unpre- 
pared at  that  tribunal,  before  which  Itiiig?  aiid  syb- 
leNEU  muKt  «tAnd  hC  ta<!t  together.  Permit  me  to 
bide  my  guilt  in  some  obscure  corner  of  a  foreign 
countrft  where,  if  I  c&r\  ever  attiln  confidence  to 
faop^  that  mj  prayer)  will  lie  liirard,  they  nhaW  be 
poured  vitb  all  thi.>  fervour  of  gratitude,  for  the  life 
and  bappioess  of  your  maJL^ty, 

**  I  am,  Sir,  your  uu^e^ty's,  Sec." 

DR.  JOH^fSON  TO  DR.  DODD. 

■*  Sta, —  I  mo»t  Kcriauily  enjoin  you  noe  fo  let  it 
Iw  at  all  known  that  I  havi:  written  this  letteff  and 
to  return  the  copy  to  Mr.  Allen  in  a  cover  to  me, 
I  bope  I  need  nut  tell  you  that  I  vish  it  suec^s£. 
But  do  not  indulge  hope.     Tell  nohody." 

It  happened  luckily  that  Mr,  Allen  was 
pitched  OQ  to  assist  in  this  mdaneboly  office, 
foP  he  waa  a  great  friund  of  Mr.  Akermnri,  the 
keeper  of  Newgate.  Dr.  Johason  never  went 
to  see  Dr.  Dodd.  He  edd  to  me,  **  It  would 
Esve  done  him  more  harm  thttii  good  to  Dutld, 
mho  oncfi  expre^ad  a  de^jire  to  ace  liioi,  but  not 
earnratly," 

Dr.  Johnson,  on  the  20th  of  JunCf  wrntQ  the 
Mltmmg  letter  t  — 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  CHARLES 
JENKINSON. 

"  Sia«  —  Since  the  conviction  and  condemnation 
of  Dr,  Dodd,  I  hare  liad,  by  the  intej-vention  of  a 
friend,  some  intercourse  with  htm,  and  I  am  !fure  1 
ihall  lose  nothing  in  your  opinion  by  tenderness 
and  commkeratioti.  Wbatev(;r  be  the  crime,  it  is 
not  May  to  haTc  arty  Vnnirleilgi;  of  the  delinquent, 
without  a  wish  that  his  lifi*  may  be  i>pared  ;  at  lea<it 
when  no  life  ha«  been  taken  away  by  biin.  I  will 
tlicrtelbre  take  the  li1»crty  of  luggesiing  some  rc«- 
•ona  Ibr  which  I  wish  this  unhappy  being  to  escape 
the  utmofrt  rigour  of  hit  sentenee. 

"  He  Ls  so  far  as  I  can  rceollect,  the  first  clergy- 
man of  our  church  who  ha^  suffered  public  enecu- 
lii>n  for  immorality  ;  and  I  know  not  whether  it 
would  not  be  more  for  the  interests  of  religion  lo 
bury  such  an  utilinder  in  the  oli&curity  of  pt-rpetual 
nde^  than  to  expose  him  in  a  cart,  and  on  the 
gaJlows  to  all  who  fur  any  reason  are  cnemi«  to 
the  clergy; 

*•  llie  supreme  power  has*  in  all  agra*  paid  some 
aCtentiori  to  the  vaici?  of  tbe  people ;  auJ  that  Yotce 
do€9  not  leibit  de%rve  to  be  heard  when  it  calls  out 
for  mercy.  Ther*;  ia  now  a  Tery  general  den  re 
that  Dodd's  life  should  be  spared.  1^1  ore  is  not 
w|*hed ;  and,  perhaps  lhi»  is  not  too  much  to  be 
graated. 


1  It  viui  bowel tr  ti«  otHfTf r4,  lh«t  Mr.  J«ii)Tiin*'aii  w»*  Ht 

fldittSi  ffom  of)  uiiiuufRlrdi  imptJtAllLin  of  brlnirthip  I'hunnpL  vt 
m  •ccrtt  liiilufiiceiivur  iliit  kJog.    To  rfqu««tj,  Uicnfore^  kti 


•*  If  you,  Sir,  ha^e  any  opportunity  of  enforijiog 
th^e  reasons,  you  may,  perhaps,  think  them  worthy 
of  consideration:  but  whatever  y\m  determinei  I 
most  fiespectfully  entreat  that  you  will  be  pleaited 
to  pardon  for  thU  intrudittn,  Sir,  your  ti>o$t  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,  Sam.  JotiVsoM.*' 

It  haa  been  confidently  circulated,  with  in* 
vidious  remarks,  that  to  this  kttey  no  attentioti 
whatever  was  paid  bj  Mr.  Jenldnsoa  (after' 
wardii  Earl  of  Liverpool),  and  that  he  did  not 
even  deign  to  show  the  common  civility  of 
owning  the  receipt  of  it.  1  could  not  but 
wonder  at  such  conduct  in  tbe  noble  lord, 
whose  own  character  and  just  elevation  in  life^ 
I  thought,  must  liave  imp>rea3cd  hlin  with  all 
due  regard  for  great  ubtHttCEi  and  attainments. 
Aa  the  fitory  had  been  much  talked  of,  and  ap- 
pjirenllj^  from  good  authoritj^,  I  could  not  but 
have  animadverted  upon  i(  in  thh  work,  had  it 
been  as  was  alleged ;  but  from  mj  earnest  love 
of  ti-utb,  and  having  found  reason  to  think  that 
there  might  be  a  mi b take,  I  pre^med  to  write 
to  his  lomahip,  requesting  an  explanation  ;  and 
it  is  with  the  sincerejit  pleauurc  tJiat  I  am 
enabk^d  to  assure  the  world  that  there  m  no 
foundation  for  it^  the  fact  l>etngt  that  owing  to 
some  neglect  or  accident,  Johnson's  letter  never 
eame  to  Lord  Liyerpoor»  hands.  I  should 
have  thought  it  strange  bdetd,  if  that  noble 
lord  had  undervalued  my  illu^trioufl  friend  " ; 
but  instead  of  thh  being  the  ease,  his  lordiship, 
in  the  very  polite  answer  with  which  he  was 
pleased  iDunediately  to  honour  me,  thus  cx- 
pTuaaea  himself:  "  I  have  always  re^jocted  tbe 
memory  of  Or,  Johnson^  and  admire  his  writings ; 
and  I  frequently  read  many  parts  of  them  with 
pleasure  and  great  Lmprovement." 

All  application  a  for  the  ro^-al  mercy  having 
failed,  Dr.  Dodd  prepared  himself  for  death ; 
and,  with  a  warmth  of  gratitude,  wrote  to  Dr. 
Johnson  as  foUowa  :  — 

DR.  DODD  TO  JOHNSON. 

'vJiiae  IS.  mldmlgfit. 
"  Accept,  thou  ffFtat  and  i/ood  heart,  my  earnest 
and  fervent  thank h  and  prayer*  fur  all  ihy  lienevcN 
ktit  and  kind  efforts  in  my  buhalf — ^  Oh  !  Dr. 
Johnnon  T  a«  J  hough t  your  knowledge  at  an  early 
hour  in  life,  would  tu  H raven  1  had  cultivated  the 
lo«e  and  acquaintance  of  so  vKcellent  a  man  I  — 
1  pray  God  most  sincerely  to  bless  you  with  the 
bighesl  transports ~~  the  in- felt  salisfaction  of  Ak- 
matu  and  benevolent  exertions !  —  And  admiitedt 
as  I  trust  I  shall  be«  to  the  realms  of  bltsa  before 
you,  I  shall  hail  tfottr  Arrival  there  with  tmnfi}KirtSh 
and  rpjoicG  to  aekuon^ledge  that  you  were  my  eon»<. 
forter,  my  advocate,  and  tny  /rifurf  /  God  6c  «wr 
wilbyoa/" 

Dr.  Johnson  lastly  wrote  to  Dr.  Dodd  Ihia 

solemn  atid  soothing  letter :  ^^ 


(nllumft  with  tliefcinir  on  a  mnutt  no  whoHr  ti>ri'l(rn  to  lift 
duttn  aii4  »LJillimi,  wu  ■  kind  of  verlflcattiKi  of  thr  ■tinder, 
la  wlikJn  Hr,  JrnLlnioa  might  ualurall;  have  b»en  r«Uu-iaut 
td  s*i«3i.«^Ca«aBa. 


JOHNSON  TO  DODD. 

"Jane2fi.  1777. 

••  Dkar  StK, '-  That  which  is  appointed  to  al) 
tnca  ii  now  coming  upon  you.  Oulword  circura- 
i^tnnccs,  t})C  eyes  and  the  thoughts  of  men,  are 
below  the  notice  of  an  immortal  beln;;  about  to 
iitaoil  the  trial  for  eternity,  before  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  heaven  and  earth.  Be  comforted:  your 
crime,  morjilly  or  religiously  considered,  ha*  no 
wt-ry  duep  dye  of  turpitude.  It  cornjptc<l  no  tnmu* 
pfinciplias ;  it  attacked  no  man's  life.  It  involved 
*»nly  a  temporairy  and  reparable  injury.  Of  this 
and  of  all  other  sius,  you  are  earnestly  to  repent ; 
and  may  God,  who  knoweth  our  frailty,  and  de- 
•irelh  not  our  death,  acespt  your  repentance,  for 
the  sake  of  lus  wjn  Jesu*  Christ,  our  Lord  t 

*'  I»  rei]uital  of  ihose  wrtll-intended  offices 
which  you  are  pleased  so  emphatically  to  iicknov- 
ledge,  lei  ine  beg  that  you  make  in  your  devotions 
one  petition  for  my  eternal  welfare.  1  arn,  dear 
Sir,  your  oio«t  sffectiottate  servant* 

*»  SXK.  JoilWBOK.*' 

Under  tJic  copy  of  this  letter  I  ft>und  written, 
in  JohuiM)ii'ii  own  hand*  "  Next  duy,  June  *27., 
be  was  executt'd.'* ' 

To  conclude  ibis  intercatinjr  episo^le  with  a 
useful  upplication,  let  us  now  attend  to  the 
rctieetions  of  Johiisoa  »t  the  end  of  the  "Oc- 
caelonivl  Falters,"  conceralng  the  imfortuDAtc 
Dr.  Dodd. 

*'  Such  were  the  la<it  thoughts  of  a  man  whom 
we  have  &een  uxutting  in  popularity  and  sunk  in 
tihanic  Kor  liis  reputation,  which  no  man  can 
give  to  himself,  tho«e  who  conferred  it  are  to  answer. 
Of  hi-s  public  ministry,  the  mean's  of  judging  wore 
sufficiently  attainable.  He  tnuit  be  allowed  to 
preach  well  whose  sermons  strike  his  audience  with 
fotcibte  conviction.  Of  hi*  lifu,  those  who  thonpht 
it  consistent  with  hi?t  di»ciriue  did  not  orijfinally 
form  false  tiotions.  He  was  at  (irst  what  he  en- 
deavoured to  make  others ;  but  the  world  broke 
down  his  resolution,  and  he  in  time  ocased  to 
exemplify  his  own  Instructions. 

**  Let  tho^  who  arc  tempted  to  his  (kidts tremble 
at  his  puttivhment  ;  and  those  whom  he  impressed 
from  the  pulpit  with  religious  sentiments  endeavour 
to  confirm  them,  by  coTisiidering  the  reg^rel  and 
self- abhorrence  with  which  he  reviewed  in  prison 
his  deviations  from  rectitude."  ' 


9  Kam  kiii«  Siiy*.  '*  JoUnion  wa*  dt-eply  tnnefni<Hl  Al  lh«» 
rUtlirr'  i.r  '.hr-  iH-tithin^  l;i  iH-luilf  mI*  l»r.  h.r.!U.  Hut  iil- 
llioiii 

hr  Al.  I  l-.iiiK  th,i:,  i  ' 

!n  <iM.  I  •.-rn>auj)  tudi 


(hut    ' 
..lU.r 

Ml  II" 

N     |M-T»H1.\      Ml 

to   to*t>    tit'T 

\7M.    I'w; 


ut  '  bis 


Jowtsont  gave  us  thift  evening,  in  hi»  boppy 
diserliniiiative  inaiii\cr,  a  ijorlrait  of  llie  Ut<« 
Mr.  Fitzhtirbert  ^  of  Derbyshire.  "  There  w na,* 
said  he,  "  no  sparkle,  no  brUliancy  in  Fiirber- 
bcrt ;  but  I  never  knew  a  man  who  was  m 
generally  aeceptuble.  He  made  every  body 
quite  easy,  overpowered  noboftv  >'v  itir  snjie- 
riority  of  his  tsderit?*^  made  n*  'O 

of  himself  by  being  his  rival,  lo 

listen,  tiid  not  oblige  you  to  hear  mueit  irmii 
bim,  and  di»I  not  oppt^ae  what  you  faid.  Every 
lK>dy  liked  him;  but  he  had  no  Jritttdn^  a*  I 
understand  the  wonl,  nobody  with  whom  |jc 
exchanged  iiitiniate  thougbl*.       P  m 

willing^  to  thiidc  well  of  every  thin  u. 

A  gentleman  wa:^  making  an  "^ 
many  people  do^  of  great  i' 
dear  son,'  wbo  was  al  sobo,,,  , 
how  anxious  he  w:is  le^it  he  might  he  tUf  and 
what  he  would  give  to  see  hiiu.  *  Can't  you/ 
said  Fitzherbert,  *  take  a  po^l -chaise  and  go  to 
hitu  ?  *  This,  to  be  sure,  Jiuixhtd  tlie  Ajreclcd 
man,  but  there  was  not  niiieh  in  it.*  Howev**r» 
this  was  circulated  as  wit  for  a  whole  winter, 
and  I  believe  part  of  a  summer  ti>o;  n  proof 
that  he  waa  no  very  witty  man.  Jle  wiu  an 
instance  of  the  truUi  of  the  ob!M*rvation,  that  a 
man  will  please  more  U]>on  the  whole  hy  nt*- 
gatlve  qualities  than  by  positive;  h\ 
offending,  than  by  giving  a  great  dcjii 
light.  In  the  first  place,  men  hate  more  ^ 
than  they  love ;  and  if  I  have  said  somet] 
to  hurt  a  man  once,  I  shall  not  g»"i  'I<'-  ^^ 
of  thii  by  saving  many  things  to  y 

Tuesday,  SepteniWr  1 6-,  Dr.  Joi ■  i  l* 

mentioned  to  me  the  ejtlTaordinary  - 
price  of  some  C4ittle  reared  by  V)r.  J . 
rode  out  with  our  ho*(t,  fiurveyt'd  bis  faruu  aitd 
waa  shown  one  cow  which  lie  had  sold  for  a 
hundre<I  and  twenty  guinea*,  and  another  fta 
which  he  had  been  oUVtHd  a  liunilrvd  nod 
thirty.  Taylor  thus  described  to  lue  Id^  oU! 
schoolfellow  and  friend,  Johnson  : —  "  lie  i*  a 

man  of  a  very  clear  bend,  great  [xjwer  "^f '- 

itiid  a  very  gav  imagination  ;  but   the? 
dis^nntin^  with  him.     He  will  not  hr-u     .    .., 
atiu,  h:ivin<;  a  louder  voice  than  yoti,  roust  roar 
you  down.' 

In  the  afternoon  I  tried  to  get  Dr,  JolroeiiQ 


ilucetl  tirr  aa  Mrt,  Simontf^  and  the  i 
her  oiMiitli  nf  '  Jirr  docloc*  a*  a  *pw  ' 

I, ill..     1M..1JL-,    r.llr  ,1    :      I.UI      .ill    «ll|.fcr«    (Jl-j  ,      .     ^ 

iiilty.    Dodd  M4a  ii> 

Mrt,  Ptcxrsl'. 
)!«•»  uf  Mr.  .' 


k.uil.  ••  II 
httH  >  •• 
nmuda  die 


^T.68. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


t«  like  the  P«>em8  of  IVIr.  namillon  of  Ban- 
gO«r'»  wliiclj  I  biiiJ  brouji^ht  with  ine  :  1  li:id 
been  nil  1  with  iKem  at  a  very  early 

Bgc  rill  M  i*{l\l  reuiaiiie*.!  on  my  mind  ; 

U  nA><  ritiun  iiK  u  l>v  the  opinion  of  my  friend 
the  IJou.  Andrew  Er^kine,  himself  both  a  ^ootl 
jM^w*  ..,.1  ,,  700(1  crilic,  who  thou);hb  Hiimiltou 
II-  I  jis  eviT  wrote,  and  that  his  not 

h*  v:is  unaccountable.  Johnson*  Uf)on 

rt'i  i^ions,  while  I  was  at  Ashbourne, 

t;ll^  ui;jl^  of  Hamilton.     Ho  said  there 

wjui*  rjM  iMiwcr  of  thinlcing  in  his  verses,  nothing 
that  gtrtkes  one,  nothing  better  than  what  yon 
genrroJly  find  in  magazines;  and  thai  the 
lii;^fie$t  praipc  they  deserved  was,  that  they 
were  very  well  for  a  Lrentleman  to  hand  about 
omnnf!  his  friends.  He  said  the  imitation  of 
A''*  '  "''  tii'f  (finor^  iijc.  was  too  solemn: 
hf  of  it  at  the  be;j;innin«.     He  retul 

th« M»*l    pathetic   son;;,    "Ah,  the  poor 

«hpphcrd'i  mournful  fute/'  and  did  not  cfeem 
to  i'lii  :iru  hilim  ro  whuc  I  hjMJ  been  used  to 
ihi  mt  strains,  but  laufjhod  at 

ilir  r.-h  pronunciation,  «n«Afj  ami 

htuthtB^  reading  wiahcs — and  there  he  stopped. 
lit!  owned  that  the  epitanb  on  Lort.1  Newhall 
w»s  pretty  WfU  done.  He  read  the  '*  Inacrip- 
tiMH  in  a  Summer-houst',"  and  a  little  of  the 
'  '  -us  nf  Horace's  Epistles;  but  said  he 

'>thin>^  to  make  huu  desire  to  read  ou. 
i\  Ei'ti  i  urged  that  there  were  some  goo<l 
poetical  ptusAagcs  in  the  lx)ok,  '^  Where,'*  siaid 
be,  "will  you  fmd  mo  Itirj^e  a  cfjileelion  wlth^mt 
wune?*'  I  th«»ur;lit  the  de^eription  of  Winter 
might  obt4un  hljii  approbation : 

**  S«4P  Winter,  from  (he  froicn  north) 

r>  '        '       i-  Ml  chariot  forlli ! 
1 !  '  lit  III  icy  t'huiii% 

I'  !.     1     ._  :_i  a  silver  flood  lonntniirm,'*  /fee 

He  fidred  why  ui  **iron  chariot?*'  Hud  said 
•*  icy  chains  "  was  an  old  inuige.     I  was  istruck 
wtln  the  uucertainiy  of  taste,  and  somewhat 
V  '      '     i:  1  had  lonff  read  with 

.  ed  by  Dr,  Johnson,     I 
L.iuii  I.  ir.L  ;.,,.  'i,:ii  (hu  l>eau- 

I3e9  wn  :tU4it  fiereep- 

>fi*      '  ^    lie  had  not  a 

1  iiclions  of  genius  :  but 

II  he  took  the  trouble 

s ,  he  generally  convinced  us 

_    V 

the  eveuaig  the  Wcv.  Mr,  Seward,  of 
tJrliA^dd.  who  wtt*<  parsing  through  Ashbourne 
ht  1  ime,  drank  ten  with  u*<     Jolinson 

di-  i  thus'  **Sir,  hip  ambirion  \n  to 

be  n  uxu^  laiker;  «o  he  goes  to  Boatton  and 


irian* 


such  places,  where  he  may  find  compjinies  u 
\hU:ii  to  him.    And,  Sir,  he  is  a  valetudinaT* 
one  of  theme  who  are  aiwuyti  ment!:; 
aelvei*.     1  do  not  kn(>w  a  more  di 
charjR'ter  than  a  vtiietudinarinn,  who  imnu. 
may  do  any   thin*;   that,   isi    fur  hiw  case,    anc 
indulges    himiiclf    in    the    enifflsest.   fri^eilouii 
Sir,  he  brings  himaelf  to  the  state  of  a   he 
in  a  sty," 

Dr.  Taylor's   nose   happening  to  bli>ed,  h< 
said  it  was  beeauge  he  had  omitttnl  to  hav 
himself  bhM^led  fimr  days  after  a  quarter  uf 
year's  interval,     Dr,  Johnfu^in,  who  was  »  m*al 
dabbler  in  physic,  ilisapprtived  much  oi    |>e-^ 
riodind  bleeding.     "  For,"  sard  he,  ^''jou  nc-J 
ctistom  yourself  to  an  evacuation  which  natui 
cannot  perfonn  of  lierself,  and  therefore  4 
cannot  help  you,  should  you  from  for«^jtfulncsa] 
or  any  other  i^aU8ii  otult  it;   *o  you   may   Xms] 
suddenly  suilbeatcd.    Yim  may  aci'UMloni  your- 
self to  other  periodical  evacuaticMis,   U'CQuse,! 
should  you  omit  them,  nature  can  supply  the 
oniissitm;  but  nature  ennnot  open  a  vein  la 
blood  vou***^     "I   do  not   like    to    take    a)i{ 
emetic,''  eaid  Tavlor,   "for  fear  of  brenking| 
some  small  veasels,"    **rohr'  wiid  tb>bnsion«, 
"if  you  have  so  many  things  that  will  break,! 
you  hnd  better  break  your  uw'k  at  once,  and 
there'8  an  end  on'l.     You  will  breiik  no  vrnaU] 
vessels"  (blowing  with  high  dcri»tiot»). 

I    menttoncfl   to   Dr.  .itihnson,  that    David] 
Hume's  persisting  in  his  inliflelity  when  he  wot J 
dying  shocked  me  much.     Jon^*^oH(.     ^'Why' 
should  it  shock  you,  Sir?     Hume  owncinnjj 
had  never  read  the  New  Testament  with  at- 
tention.  Here,  then,  was  a  man  who  had  been 
at  no  pains  to  Inquire  into  the  truth  of  rtjiigion, 
and  had  continually  turned  his  mind  llie  oLl>er 
way.     It  was   not  to  be   expected   that   the 
proapect  of  death  would  alter  his  way  of  think- 
mg,  unle*s  Go*!  should  5eu<!  an  angel  to  set 
him  right."  I  said  I  had  reason  to  believe  that, 
the  thoiigbt  of  unnlhilotion  gave  Hume   no 

1)ain.     JouNsoN.     "  It  was   not  so,    Sir.     He 
lad  a  vanity  in  being  thoviijht  esisy.    It  is  moro 

probable  that  he  shoo)'    ■    "• "  '^'  " 

of  eiise,  than  that  »o 

should  be,  03  a  man  n   l 

qtileof  hiw  debisive  tJ»eory,  he  r  uro 

but  he  may  go)  into  an  unknown  1  tiot 

beting  uneasy  at  leaving  all  he  knew.  And  you 
are  to  consider,  that  ujkiu  hit)  own  principle  of 
antiihilation  he  hail  no  motive  to  speiuc  the 
trtith."  *  The  horrtir  of  death,  which  I  ioid 
always  obsterved  in  Dr.  John»on,  i 
strong  to-niaht-  I  ventured  to  tell 
I  had  been,  tor  moments  in  my  life,  n«ii   urruni 


'til  (mwo  harfllr  r«n<<«1  t/>  4h«#rv«^  thn 


h\,     thwaftmt  toffdt  or  hU  o«ii  fMltivtf  or  iifcju^trr*.  tirinf*  !■ 
m    !  tninv    aikXtlUry    to  d*prvrtai«   tno  Jwdgmrnt  of  hi*  ffn«t 

n         frii'n.l t    imh  h      l^<^ 

'    *upfi)y  the   »vscu»Uoti  hf  an 
*..m1iI  ur*cr  li«tr  flutnc  nidn- 

'*r\"    ikild    li»,  **i»Uu   i?«- 
I     mhn   h«d  tb*  ttl«D«,  III 
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of  death  ;  therefore  I  could  suppose  another 
man  in  that  state  of  mind  for  a  considerable 
space  of  time.  He  said,  "he  never  had  a 
moment  in  which  death  was  not  terrible  to 
him."  He  added,  that  it  had  been  observed, 
that  scarce  anj  man  dies  in  public  but  with 
apparent  resolution ;  from  that  desire  of  praise 
which  never  quits  us.  I  said,  Dr.Dodd 
seemed  to  be  willing  to  die,  and  fiill  of  hopes 
of  happiness.  "Sir,"  said  he,  "Dr.Dodd 
would  liave  given  both  his  hands  and  both  his 
legs  to  have  lived.  The  better  a  man  is,  the 
more  afraid  is  he  of  death,  having  a  clearer 
view  of  infinite  purity."  He  owned,  that 
our  being  in  an  unliappy  uncertainty  as  to  our 
salvation  was  mysterious ;  and  said,  "  Ah !  we 
must  wait  till  we  are  in  another  state  of  being 
to  have  many  things  explained  to  us."  Even 
the  powerful  mind  of  Johnson  seemed  foiled 
by  futurity.  But  I  thought,  that  the  gloom  of 
uncertainty  in  solemn  religious  speculation, 
being  mingled  with  hone,  was  yet  more  conso- 
latory than  the  emptmess  of  infidelity.  A 
man  can  live  in  thick  air,  but  perishes  in  an 
GJchausted  receiver. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  much  pleased  with  a  re- 
mark which  I  told  him  was  made  to  me  by 
General  Paoli :  "  That  it  is  impossible  not  to 
be  afraid  of  death ;  and  that  those  who  at  the 
time  of  dying  are  not  afraid,  are  not  thinking 
of  death,  out  of  ai)plause,  or  something  else, 
which  keeps  death  out  of  their  si«;ht :  so  that 
all  men  are  equally  afriud  of  death  when  they 
see  it ;  only  some  have  a  power  of  turning  their 
sight  away  from  it  better  than  others." 

On  Wednesday,  September  17.,  Dr.  Butter, 
physician  at  Derby,  drank  tea  with  us ;  and  it 
was  settled  that  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  should  go 
on  Friday  and  dine  with  him.  Johnson  said, 
"  I  am  glad  of  this."  He  seemed  weary  of  the 
uniformity  of  life  at  Dr.  Taylor's. 

Talking  of  bio^phy,  I  said,  in  writing  a 
life,  a  man's  peculiarities  should  be  mentioned, 
because  they  mark  his  character.  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  peculiarities :  the 
question  is,  whether  a  man  s  vices  should  be 
mentioned ;  for  instance,  whether  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  Addison  and  Farnell  drank  too 
freely  * ;  for  people  will  probably  more  easily 
indulge  in  drinking  from  knowing  this ;  so  that 
more  ill  may  be  done  by  the  example,  than 
good  by  tellmg  the  whole  truth."  Here  was 
an  instance  of  his  varying  from  himself  in  talk; 
for  when  Lord  Hailes  and  he  sat  one  morning 
culmly  conversing  in  my  house  at  Edinburgh, 
I  well  remember  that  Dr.  Johnson  maintained, 
that,  "  if  a  man  is  to  write  a  Panegyric^  he  may 
keep  vices  out  of  sight ;  but  if  he  professes  to 
write  a  Zi/e,  he  must  represent  it  really  as  it 
was : "  and  when  I  objected  to  the  danger  of 


1  Horace  had  no  scruple  about  it.  — 
Narratur  ft  pritci  Catonii, 
Saejie  roero  caluiisu  vlrtuf.  —Od.  ill.  81. 
"  Old  Cato's  virtue,  ofli>n  warmed  with  wine."—  Ckokcr. 
*  Dr.  I'aylor  was  Tery  ready  to  make  this  admlMioD,  be- 


telling  that  Farnell  drank  to  excess,  he  said 
that  "  it  would  produce  an  instructive  caution 
to  avoid  drinking,  when  it  was  seen  that  even 
the  learning  and  genius  of  Farnell  could  be  de- 
based by  it."  And  in  the  Hebrides  he  main- 
tained [p.  345.]  that  a  man*s  intimate  friend 
should  mention  his  faults  if  he  writes  his  life. 

He  had  this  evening,  partly,  I  suppose,  from 
the  spirit  of  contradiction  to  his  W  lug  friend, 
a  violent  argument  with  Dr.  Taylor,  as  to  the 
inclinations  of  the  people  of  England  at  this 
time  towards  the  Royal  Family  of  Stuart.  He 
grew  so  outrageous  as  to  say,  "  that  if  England 
were  fairly  polled,  the  present  king  would  be 
sent  away  to-ni^ht,  and  his  adlierents  hanged 
to-morrow."  Taylor,  who  was  as  violent  a 
Whig  as  Johnson  was  a  Tory,  was  roused  by 
this  to  a  pitch  of  bellowing.  He  denied  loudly 
what  Johnson  said ;  and  maintained  that  there 
was  an  abhorrence  against  the  Stuart  family, 
though  he  admitted  that  the  people  were  not 
much  attached  to  the  present  kmg.^  Johkson. 
"  Sir,  the  state  of  the  country  is  this  :  the  peo- 
ple, knowing  it  to  be  agreed  on  all  hands  that 
this  king  has  not  the  hereditary  right  to  the 
crown,  and  there  being  no  hope  that  he  who 
has  it  can  be  restored,  have  grown  cold  and  in- 
different upon  the  subject  of  loyalty,  and  have 
no  warm  attachment  to  any  king.  They  wonld 
not,  therefore,  risk  any  thing  to  restore  the 
exiled  family.  They  would  not  give  twenty 
shillings  apiece  to  bring  it  about.  But  if  a  mere 
vote  could  do  it,  there  would  be  twenty  to  one; 
at  least  there  would  be  a  very  great  majority 
of  voices  for  it.  For,  Sir,  you  are  to  consider, 
that  all  those  who  think  a  king  has  a  right  to 
his  crown  as  a  man  has  to  his  estate,  which  is 
the  just  opinion,  would  be  for  restoring  the 
kin^,  who  certainly  has  the  hereditary  right, 
could  he  be  trusted  with  it ;  in  which  thoe 
would  be  no  danger  now,  when  laws  and  every 
thing  else  are  so  much  advanced ;  and  eveiy 
king  will  govern  by  the  laws.  And  you  must 
also  consider.  Sir,  that  there  is  nothing  on  the 
other  side  to  oppose  to  this ;  for  it  is  not  al- 
leged by  any  one  that  the  present  family  has 
any  inherent  right :  so  that  the  Whigs  could 
not  have  a  contest  between  two  rights?' 

Dr.  Taylor  admitted,  that  if  the  question  ai 
to  hereditary  right  were  to  be  tried  by  a  poO 
of  the  people  of  England,  to  be  sure  the  abstrMt 
doctrine  would  be  given  in  favour  of  the  family 
of  Stuart ;  but  he  said,  the  conduct  of  that 
family,  which  occasioned  their  expulsion,  was 
so  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  they 
would  not  vote  for  a  restoration.  Dr.  Johnson, 
I  think,  was  contented  with  the  admission  as 
to  the  hereditary  right,  leaving  the  original 
point  in  dispute,  viz.  what  the  people  upon  the 
whole  would  do,  taking  in  right  and  oflection ; 

cause  the  party  with  which  he  was  connected  vat  not  te  power. 
There  was  then  some  truth  in  it,  owing  to  tho  pertiuwity 
of  ractious  clamour.  Had  he  lived  till  now,  it  voaU  kaw 
boen  impouible  for  him  to  deny  that  his  li^i<Mtj 
the  warmMt  affection  of  hU  peofde.  — .  Boswill. 
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for  he  said,  people  were  afraid  of  a  change, 
even  though  they  think  it  right.  Dr.  Taylor 
said  something  of  the  slight  foundation  of  the 
hereditary  right  of  the  house  of  Stuart.  "  Sir," 
said  Johnson,  "  the  house  of  Stuart  succeeded 
to  the  full  right  of  both  the  houses  of  York 
and  Lancaster,  whose  common  source  had  the 
undisputed  right.  A  right  to  a  throne  is  like 
a  right  to  any  thing  else.  Possession  is  suf- 
ficient, where  no  better  right  can  be  shown. 
This  was  the  case  with  the  Royal  Family  of 
England,  as  it  is  now  with  the  King  of  France ' : 
for  as  to  the  first  beginning  of  the  right  we 
are  in  the  dark.** 

Thursday^  Sept.  18.  —  Last  night  Dr.  John- 
son had  proposed  that  the  crystal  lustre,  or 
chandelier,  in  Dr.  Taylor's  large  room,  should 
be  lighted  up  some  time  or  other.  Taylor  said 
it  should  be  lighted  up  next  night.  *'That 
will  do  very  well,'*  said  I,  "for  it  is  Dr.  John- 
son's birthday.**  When  we  were  in  the  Isle  of 
Sky,  Johnson  had  desired  me  not  to  mention 
his  birthday  [p.  339.].  He  did  not  seem 
pleased  at  this  time  that  I  mentioned  it,  and 
said  (somewhat  sternly),  "  he  would  not  have 
the  lustre  lighted  the  next  day.** 

Some  ladies,  who  had  been  present  yesterday 
when  I  mentioned  his  birthday,  came  to  dinner 
to-day,  and  plagued  him,  unintentionally,  by 
wishing  him  joy.  I  know  not  why  he  disliked 
having  his  birthday  mentioned,  unless  it  were 
that  it  reminded  him  of  his  approaching  nearer 
to  death,  of  which  he  had  a  constant  dread. 

I  mentioned  to  him  a  friend  of  mine  who  was 
formerly  gloomy  from  low  spirits,  and  much 
distr^sed  by  the  fear  of  death,  but  was  now 
uniformly  placid,  and  contemplated  his  dis- 
solution without  any  perturbation.  "  Sir,*' 
said  Johnson,  "  this  is  only  a  disordered  ima- 
gination taking  a  different  turn.** 

We  talked  of  a  collection  being  made  of  all 
the  English  poets  who  had  published  a  volume 
of  poems.  Johnson  told  me,  "  that  a  Mr.  Cox- 
eter  [p.  371.],  whom  he  knew,  had  gone  the 

featest  length  towards  this;  having  collected, 
think,  about  five  hundred  volumes  of  poets 


>  The  French  ReTolution  from  July,  1789,  to  July,  1830, 
IViniithes  a  eurioun  parallel  to  all  the  more  important  eTcnts 
of  our  own  hictory.  trom  the  long  Partlainent  to  the  Revolu* 
doo.  —  Cbokbe.  1847.  ^ 

J  Thit  hai  been  Renerally  supposed  to  have  been  Dr. 
Percy,  but  Thoma*  Warton  waj  meant,  and  the  parodies  were 
toteiKled  to  ridicule  the  style  of  his  poems  published  in 
1777.  ••  [  Warton's]  verses  are  come  out,"  said  Mrs  Thrale : 
**  Yet,"  replied  Johnson.  *'  and  this  fVost  has  struck  them  in 
aitain.  Here  are  some  lines  1  have  written  to  ridicule  them  : 
but  remember  that  I  love  the  fellow  dearly,  — for  all  I  laugh 
at  him. 

*  Wheresoe'cr  I  turn  mjr  view. 
All  Is  strange,  yet  nothing  new  : 
Rndless  labour  all  along, 
Endless  labour  to  be  wrong : 
Phrase  that  Time  h««  flung  away ; 
Uncouth  words  in  dlsarrav. 
Trick 'd  in  antique  rufTana  bonnet. 
Ode,  and  elegy,  and  sonnet.* "  —  AnedoUs. 

Tbm  int  lines  of  two  of  Warton's  best  known  odes  are  marked 
with  that  kind  of  tenrrsion  which  J<^nson  laughed  at  — 
**  Evenhig  spreads  his  mantie  koar,"  and  **  Beneath  the  beech 


whose  works  were  little  known ;  but  that  upon 
his  death  Tom  Osborne  bought  them,  and  they 
were  dispersed,  which  he  thought  a  pity,  as  it 
was  curious  to  see  any  series  complete ;  and  in 
every  volume  of  poems  something  good  may 
be  found.*' 

He  observed,  that  a  gentleman  of  eminence 
in  literature  had  got  into  a  bad  style  of  poetry 
of  late.  "  He  puts,"  said  he,  "  a  very  common 
thing  in  a  strange  dress,  till  he  does  not  know 
it  himself,  and  iJbiinks  other  people  do  not  know 
it.**  Boswsij..  **  That  is  owing  to  his  being 
so  much  versant  in  old  English  poetry.**  John- 
son. "What  is  that  to  the  purpose.  Sir  ?  If 
I  say  a  man  is  drunk,  and  you  tell  me  it  is 
owing  to  his  taking  much  drink,  the  matter  is 

not  mended.    No,  Sir, *  has  taken  to  an 

odd  mode.    For  example,  he  'd  write  thus : 

*  Hermit  hoar,  in  solemn  cell. 
Wearing  out  life's  evening  gray.' 

Gray  evening  is  common  enough :  but  evening 
gray  he*d  think  fine.  —  Stay; — we'll  make 
out  the  stanza : 

<  Hermit  hoar,  in  solemn  cell, 
Wearing  out  life's  evening  gray : 
Smite  thy  bosom>  sage,  and  tell, 
What  is  bliss  ?  and  which  the  way  ?' " 

BoswsLL.  "  But  why  smite  his  bosom,  Sir  ?  " 
Johnson.  **  Why,  to  show  he  was  in  earnest " 
(smiling).  He  at  an  after  ])eriod  added  the 
following  stanza :  — 

'•  Thus  I  spoke ;  and  speaking  sigh'd ; 

—  Scarce  repressed  the  starting  tear ;  — 
When  the  smiling  sage  replied  — 

—  Come,  mj  lad,  and  drink  some  beer."' 

I  cannot  help  thinking  the  first  stanza  very 
good  solemn  poetry,  as  also  the  first  three  lines 
of  the  second.  Its  last  line  is  an  excellent  bur- 
lesque surprise  on  gloomy  sentimental  inijuirics. 
And  perhaps  the  advice  is  as  good  as  can  be 
given  to  a  low-spirited,  dissatisfied  being ;  — 
"  Don't  trouble  your  head  with  sickly  thinking  : 
take  a  cup,  and  be  merry." 


whose  branekfM  hare"    But  there  is  no  other  point  of  re- 
semblance that  I  can  discover —  CaoKia. 

'  As  tome  of  my  readers  may  be  gratified  by  reading  the 
progress  of  this  little  composition,  1  shall  Insert  it  from  my 
notes.  "  When  Dr.  Johnson  and  1  were  sitting  tite-i-tile 
at  the  Mitre  Uvem,  May  9.  1778.  he  said.  •  Whert  is  l>liss.' 
would  be  better.  He  then  added  a  ludicrous  stania,  but 
would  not  repeat  it,  lest  1  should  take  it  down.  It  was 
somewhat  as  follows ;  the  last  line  1  am  sure  I  remcm- 
ber:  — 


While  I  thos 


cried 
seer. 


The  hoary  replied. 

Come,  my  lad,  and  drink  same  beer/ 


In  spring,  1779,  when  in  better  humour,  he  made  the  i 
stansa  as  in  the  text.  There  was  only  one  variation  after- 
wards made  on  my  suggestion,  which  was  changing  koary  in 
the  third  line  to  tvu'iing.  both  to  avoid  the  sameness  with  the 
epithet  in  the  first  line,  and  to  describe  the  hermit  in  his 
pleasantry.  He  was  then  very  well  pleased  that  I  should 
>lt."  — BoswiLL.    1  confess  ths 


preserve ; 


BoswiLL.    1  confess  tnat  all  this   seems  to 


me  bad  as  parody,  and  even  as  pleasantry  not  worth  Mr. 

Boswell's  trouble,  and  still  less  his  praise CaoKn,  1847. 
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KefLiUntant.  • —  Dcrfitf.  —  Sharini/.  —  NlchoW*  **  Dtt 
Animii  Metlicii."  —  Dr.  n<nUt  —  tilitir,  —  (JttlU- 
itmith, —  XStmlrndtLi*  '*Air-lmlh,^^  —  EaHtf-rhifUf. 
—  Sl(n>p,  —  Watmr-driiikiuQ.  —  f{ntty'ir  "  Spintunl 
Dttity"  ~^AHt(Auoffniftti*frt.  —  fmitnforn  of  Johtt- 
iMHi  Sff/U.  —Hiitgraphiu  tiritanHicti.  — Mfium'Mt^ 
ami  i\fiitttie»M.  —  London  Lift.  —  ProfotfoH  oj'l/ir 
iMUf. — Emftioymenf. — Dr,  Tot/tur'i  "  SermoHM," 
^  AetoTM. 

Fbipay,  Soi)kMntwr  10,,  ni\t*r  broukfast,  Dr, 
Johnson  and  ]  sot  out  ir»  Dr/Iaylor'a  ehaiac  to 
grt  to  Derby.  The  diiy  wns  finu,  and  we  re- 
solved to  go  by  KiL*ddlestorKS  tlio  seat  of  Lord 
Scursdale,  tliut  I  riii;;lit  see  U'ih  lonMup's  fine 
house.  I  was  struck  with  the  m.ij^iBcenee  of 
thi?  buitdinjT;  und  the  extensive  park,  with  the 
finest  vorrlure,  covered  with  deer,  and  eat  lie, 
and  sheep,  ilelrsjhied  me,  Tbti  number  of  ohl 
oaks,  of  an  inuiten^e  size,  filled  me  with  a  sort 
of  respccti'ul  ttdniiriilion ;  for  one  of  them  sixty 
pounds  wti5  oilered.  The  excellent  smooth 
^'Hivel  rotuis  ;  the  lar;:e  piece  of  water  formed 
by  his  lordship  from  some  small  brooks,  with  a 
handsome  barsre  upon  it ;  the  venerable  Gothic 
chureh,  now  the  fam'dy  cha|>el,  just  hv  the 
house;  in  shorty  the  ;irand  ;gT*mp  «jf  objects 
agjtate<l  and  dLil ended  my  mind  in  a  nuist 
agreeable  manner.  *' One  should  think,*' said 
I,  *'  that  the  proprietor  of  ull  this  m/w/  be 
hapny."  ♦•  Nay,  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  "  all  this 
excludes  but  one  evil  —  poverty."  * 

Our  names  were  sent  up,  and  n  wcll-drest 
elderly  h<iusekeeper,  a  most  distinct  articulator, 
showed  us  the  house  ;  whlrh  I  need  not  de- 
scribe, as  there  ia  an  account  of  it  published  in 
**  Adams's  Works  in  Arehiteeture."  Dr.  John- 
son thought  betterof  it  to-day^  tban  when  he  saw 
it  before  [p.  41 6.]  ;  for  he  h:id  lately  attacked  it 
violently,  aayin;^^  **  It  woul<l  do  excellently  for 
a  town-hall.  The  large  room  with  the  pilfars,** 
»aiil  he,  "  would  do  for  the  judj^jes  to  sit  in  at  the 
a-^sizes  ;  the  circular  room  for  a  jury -chamber ; 
and  the  room  above  lor  priisoneTS,"  Still  he 
thought  the  larj^e  room  ill  lighted,  and  of  no 
use  but  for  dauc»n*>  in;  and  the  l>edchflml>Drs 
but  iiulitfeiviit  roouiH ;  und  that  the  immense 
sum  whi<."h  it  cost  wha  injudlcioufily  Inid  out- 
Dr.  Taylor  had  put  liim  in  mind  of  his  opptor* 
hij^  pleased  w ltd  the  house.  "BuU"said  he^ 
^  that  was  when  Lord  Scai'sdule  xtuj  present. 
Politeness  obliges  us  to  appear  pleaded  with  a 


'  When 


m«'ntioiinl  Dr.  JohnM>u'«  remark  to  m  Ivty  *if 

,.„»     J.......     ..,..1      ...,l,   k. ri     ,,.1,*.-...    .....Il„..      .1.... 


Tiifln*fl  work*  when  he  is  present.    No  man  w fll 

be  BO  iU-bred  as  U>  question  you.     Ym   nuiv 

therefore  pay  compliments  withon 

is  not  true      I  should  say  to  L' 

«f  his  large  room.  "  My  lord^  thijs  is  Uj«>  luo^t, 

camtty  roeun  that  1  ever  saw  ;'  \vhich  'vi  iruu," 

Dr.  Mannin^ham,  physician  in  London,  wlio 
was  visiting  at  Lortl  Searsdjile'.^  ueeompaJaiod 
us  throti<|;h  many  of  the  rooms  ;  and  soon  oJ^er- 
wards  my  lord  himself,  to  whom  Dr.  JohnstJii 
was  known,  appeared,  and  did  the  honours  of 
the  house.  \V  e  talkeil  of  Mr.  Lan^^ton.  Ji:ilm> 
son,  with  a  warm  vehemen<;e  of  atfectionate 
re*rard,  exclaimeih  "The  earth  d«>e8  not  Itear  a 
worthier  man  than  Itennet  Lan«;ton-'*  Wc  ahw 
a  good  many  fine  pictures,  which  1  tliink  aixj 
described  in  one  of '' Young's  Tours."  There  is 
a  printed  catalo^e  of  them,  which  the  house- 
keeper put  into  my  hanil.  I  shiiuld  like  lo  riew 
them  at  leisure.  1  was  much  stJ'urJt  with  Da- 
niel interpretiuf*  Nebuehadnezxar's  drcattv,  by 
Rembrandt.  We  were  shown  a  pretty  large 
library.  In  his  lordship's  dressing-room  hay 
Johnson's  small  dictionary:  he  showed  it  t4>  nw, 
with  some  eii;jjerne5»,  sayings  **  Look  yc  I  Qiur 
regio  in  terris  rn'stri  tion  pUna  labnrisj"'  He 
observed,  also,  GohLsmitb  a  "Animated  Na- 
ture ; "  and  saitl,  *  Here 's  oar  friend  l '  The 
poor  doctor  would  have  been  happy  to  hear  of 
this," 

In  our  way,  John'on  strongly  expre&sed  hi* 
love  of  dj'ivmg  fast  in  a  post-chaise-   fp.  l^;*'^ 
497.]    "If,'*  said  he.  "  I  hail  no  dutlc- 
reference  lo  futurity,  1  would  spend  n- 
driving  briskly  in  a  fjost-chftise  with  u  jaeUy    , 
woman  ;  but  she  should  be  one  that  eoubl  undc^r-   I 
Htand  me,  and  would  add  somefhni 
versation."    I  observed,  1  hat  wc  w  i 
stop  just  where  the  Highland  army  up  : 
Johnson.  "It wa? a nt»ble atf empt .**  II 
**  I  wish  we  could  have  an  autlieniie  hir»  . 
it."   Joiisso?*.     "'  If  you  were  not  an  idle 
yon  might  write  it,  by  collecting  from  , 
body  what  they  can  tell,  and  puttings  rlovn 
authorities.*'      Bosweix.      '*But  T  i  nuld 
have  the  advantage  of  it  in  my  life; 
son.     "  You  might  have  the  sati>> 
fame,  by   printing  it  in    Holland ;    totd 
profit,  consider  how  long  it  was  bt,'for*>  n 
came  to  be  considered  in  a  fMv 
Baretti  says,  he  is  the  first  man  f 
ceived  copy-money  in  Ittdy"     1 
would  endeavour  to  do  wIi.hI  Dr.  . 
gestcd;  and  I  thoujjht  that  !  mijilji   ., 
(o  venture  to  publish  my  **  History  at'  \ 
War  in  Great  Britain  in  174^  and  I74i, 
ottt  being  obliged  to  go  to  »  foreign  prea 


tn  eninpUIn  of  »h*i|r  h4.     Dm  m0gmt  j^n-mH 


Ui'-j   1iilH>ra    luf  i;,M.,l 


»,  Will  lijM,"  \\>)  rcujuu 
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VVTieti  wc  arrived  st  Derby,  Dr.  Butter  ac- 
cou)j>a«ic<l  nn  to  see  the  fniinufaclory  of  china 
*.li»*rt\  1  ailmired  the  ingenuity  ai»<l  dclioate 
jurt  with  which  n  man  fashioneil  clay  into  ticnp, 

saucer,  or  a  teupot,  wbile  a  boy  tumcd  round 

wheel  to  j*ive  the  dims  rotundity.  1  thought 
thiji  iw  excellent  in  its  species  of  power,  a* 
tnuking  good  verws  in  lis  species,  let  I  hud 
tiit  rv5|H!i<t  for  this  potter.  Neither,  indeed* 
hoA  a  man  of  any  extent  of  thinking  for  n  mere 
\  '    r,  in  whose  numbers,  however  per- 

i  i^  tin  prM'try,  no  mind.     ITie  cnina 

Wii.-'  i^i-umiud,  but  Dr.  Johttson  juBtlv  obscrvcd 
U  wiiH  loo  tlear ;  for  tliiit  he  eould  have  vi^ssels 
nfnilver,  of  the  samn  size,  tta  eheap  aa  what 
were  here  rniide  of  porecluin.' 

I  felt  (1  ph^fL^ure  in  walkin;^  about  Derby, 
such  lis  I  aiwHya  have  in  walking  about  any 
town  to  which  I  am  not  accu?to«i5i.  There  la 
■n  Imaicdiate  tcnaation  of  novelty ;  and  one 
8p«cohi(e9  on  the  way  in  which  life  is  passed  in 
it,  whit'h,  althoii^ii  there  U  a  sameness  every 
wbcre  njviu  the  whole,  is  yet  minutely  diver- 
Jified,  The  minute  diversities  in  every  thing 
aiv  wondi^rful.  Tsdking  of  sh.iving  the  other 
nT_''"    *  Mr.  Taylor's,  Dr.  .Tt>hn»on  8»iid,  **Sir^ 

I I  kI  »hiivers,  two  do  not  shave  io 
ti  '-  in.t  to  be  djstinn:imh»>L"  I 
ti  ible,  tilt  he  specitied  so 

III  -    ill    f^li;4\  iui,'  ;  —  holding 

tlut  razor  more  or  ic*a  ular  ;  drawing 

Itmg  or  short  strokes  ,  4  ttt  tbe  upper 

p«rt  of  the  taec;,  or  the  under  —  at  ibe  right 
mdt  or  tbe  tei\  side.  Indeed,  when  one  con- 
«d«TN  what  variety  nf  sounds  ean  be  uttered 
by  the  wind  pa  fx:,  in  the  eoiupofis  of  a  very  small 
Mi  \  he  convinced  how  many  de- 

^  e  there  may  be  in  the  nppli- 

t!t*l.J"ii    til    .1    liLL'ii. 

We  dined  with  Dr.  Butter*,  whose  lady  is 
djmghh'i- ,,r  lui.  .on-ifi  Sir  J..lin  D(tiiiLdng,  who?e 
£ruid  lie  noble 

Umily        .  d  he  had 

a  j^ffin}  <ical  of  iMc«ij<  al  ii>t)vi-rf4.uiuii.  Johnson 
•Mid  he  bad  somewhere  or  olher  given  an  ac- 
oouot  of  Dr,  Nii*hols*s  diacoursc  "  De  Amtn/i 
Jifmdtr'Ay     He  tolil  ij*.  '^  that  whatever  a  man's 


di 

f- 

tr: 
rifi' 


r  ptii  of  Siwrtt  chin«,  of 
I  or  viiUr,  VM  tulil  bjr 


u»  ti«»  Duke  «*r  Jmtitlstifli.    U  it  owUiy 


Bucce^.    At  leni^th  the  man's  wife  told  bimihe 

bad  dijMJOvered  iJmt  her  husband's  nH  ■'—      •— 

in  a  bad  way.     When  Gitldsniith 

Dr.  Turtoo   said   to  him,  *  Your   | 

|;rrcatiT  diwjrder  than  it  shoidd  h^ 

degree  of  fever  whirfj  you  have  r  is  ■  ; 

at  ease?  •     (roldimiirh  answered  it  wiu*  nut. ' 

Arter  dinner,  Mrs.  Butter  went  with  roe  Uy 
see  the  silk-mill  whirh  Mr.  John  Lomlm  hud  * 
had  a  patent  fnr^havinj*  brought  uwuy  I  he  con- 
trivance from  Italy.  I  am  not  very  oonversuut 
with  meehjuncs ;  but  iJie  simplicity  of  this 
j  maehine,  and  its  mul*  '^-  ^  ; "rutionh,  struck 
me  with  an  agreeul  I  had  IcfU'nt 

from  Dr.  Johnson,  *■  .MiMrTi...     ,...» 

to  thirdw  wirh  a  fh  J 
works  of  art,  and  tin   : 

life  is  uncertain  and  short;  but  to  consider 
such  indiflTerenee  as  a  failure  0^  reason,  u  mor* 
bidness  of  mind ;  for  hapfuness  should  be  cul- 
tivated OS  much  as  we  eon,  and  tJjc  nbjt-fta 
which  are  instrumental  to  it  should  I 
considered  as  of  importance,  with  si 
not  only  to  ourselves,  but  to  multitud'jt  \u  hjc- 
cei*sive  Hgcs.  Tliough  it  is  proper  to  value 
suuUl  ports,  aa 

'*  Sands  make  the  mountain,  moments  make  th<» 
ywT ;  ••—  You >f«.     \^Antf^  p.  357.] 

yet  wc  must  conlcmnlatej  collectivi^ly,  (u  hare 
tt  just  estimation  of  tjbjccta.  One  momeutV 
bcjn^  uneasy  or  not,  seems  of  no  ron^rqiionee; 


yet  this  may  be  thoujfht  of  th 
next^  and  so  on,  tUl  tliere  is  n  1 
misery.     In  the  same  wua 
happiness,  of  Icarniiij^r.  nl  ' 
not  tell  the  pr<>'  1  \\u\:\ 

formed.     As  11 
there  is  at  last 


"       ''     '    ^  would  not  attend 

nd  was  not  ut  ease: 

11  urn    ti.»   nudicinr.<i  would  have 

r.  *     He  once  attended  a  man  ifi 

..I 1.,,     (•..,.r,.|      ,    ,.1'      I   I,,-      ,li- 


1  no.    He  con- 
istill  with(*ut 


the 

(1  oJf 

think  of 

We  can* 

icnd^ltjp  is 

^^(A  tlrop  b_v  df*)p, 

■  'kes  Jt  run  over; 


so  in  a  series  rl  .*  is  ut  hu*t  <»nu 

which  makes  tli  ver.     We  must 

not  divide  iht!  nt»ji"Ctj*  of  our  attention  info 
minute  ports,  and  think  scfjojately  of  eaih  parr. 
It  is  by  cxtn  tern  plating  a  bir'^e  moss  of  human 
existence,  that  u  nvan,  while  he  ?<■?•*  rt  jnvt  value 
on  bis  own  life,  does  not  think  'li  ha 

anTiihilatini^   all    that   in  ^ri\'ii  .;  in 

r  ■  '  "  '  'iW, 

If 

U*-      r.  1)1-      mn.      -  m   ,-.  ;  >      jim     n.-^'ftll!,     it 

"  will  ij  way'*  fiu'  hrvund  huuBolf,  and 


be  »i 
turaJ 


TUi- 

L*all 
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around  us  our  own  gloom,  without  considering 
that  at  any  given  point  of  time  there  is,  perhaps, 
as  much  youth  and  gaiety  in  the  world  as  at 
another.  Before  I  come  into  this  life,  in  which 
I  h:ive  had  so  many  pleasant  scenes,  have  not 
thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  deaths  and  fu- 
nerals happened,  and  have  not  families  been  in 
grief  for  their  nearest  relations  ?  But  have 
those  dismal  circumstances  at  all  affected  me  f 
Why,  then,  should  the  gloomy  scenes  which  I 
experience,  or  which  I  know,  affect  others? 
Let  us  guard  against  imagining  that  there  is  an 
end  of  felicity  upon  earth,  when  we  ourselves 
grow  old,  or  are  unhappy. 

Dr.  Johnson  told  us  at  tea,  that  when  some 
of  Dr.  Dodd's  pious  friends  were  trying  to  con- 
sole him  by  saying  that  he  was  going  to  leave 
a  "  wretched  world,"  he  had  honesty  enough 
not  to  join  in  the  cant :  —  "  No,  no, '  said  he, 
**  it  has  been  a  very  agreeable  world  to  me." 
Johnson  added,  "1  respect  Dodd  for  thus 
speaking  the  truth ;  for,  to  be  sure,  he  had  for 
several  years  enjoyed  a  life  of  great  volup- 
tuousness." 

He  told  us  that  Dodd's  city  friends  stood  by 
him  so,  that  a  thousand  pounds  were  ready  to 
be  given  to  the  gaoler,  if  he  would  let  him 
escape.  He  added,  that  he  knew  a  friend  of 
Dodd's,  who  walked  about  Newgate  for  some 
time  on  the  evening  before  the  day  of  his  exe- 
cution, with  five  hundred  pounds  in  his  pocket., 
ready  to  be  paid  to  an^  of  the  turnkeys  who 
could  get  him  out,  but  it  was  too  lote ;  for  he 
was  watched  with  much  circumspection.  He 
said,  Dodd's  friends  had  an  image  of  him  made 
of  wax,  which  was  to  have  been  left  in  his 
place ;  and  he  believed  it  was  carried  into  the 
prison.* 

Johnson  disapproved  of  Dr.  Dodd's  leaving 
the  world  persuaded  that  "  The  Convict's  Ad- 
dress to  his  unhappy  Brethren  "  was  of  his  own 
writing.  " But,  Sir,"  said  I,  "you  contributed 
to  the  deception ;  for  when  Mr.  Seward  ex- 
pressed a  doubt  to  you  that  it  was  not  Dodd's 
own,  because  it  had  a  great  deal  more  force  of 
mind  in  it  than  any  thing  known  to  be  his,  you 
answered,  —  *  Why  should  you  think  so  ?  De- 
pend upon  it.  Sir,  when  an)r  man  knows  he  is 
to  be  hanged  in  a  fortnight,  it  concentrates  his 
mind  wonderfully.' "  Johnson.  "  Sir,  as  Dodd 
got  it  from  me  to  pass  as  his  own,  while  that 
could  do  him  any  good,  that  was  an  implied 
promise  that  I  should  not  own  it.  To  own  it, 
therefore,  would  have  been  telling  a  lie,  with 
the  addition  of  breach  of  promise,  which  was 
worse  than  simply  telling  a  lie  to  make  it  be 
believed  it  was  Dodd's.   Besides,  Sir,  I  did  not 


1  It  If  ttatiHl  in  Mist  Reynolds's  lifcoilecHong,  and  in  the 
Gfnt.  Mag.  t.  47.  p.  Mfi.,  that  experimvuts  were  tried  to 
restore  hiin  to  life ;  but  liaving  hung  an  hour,  and  fortj 
minutes  more  haTing  eU))sed  before  he  was  put  Into  the 
hearse,  the  attempt  was  as  hopeless  as  iu  success  would 
have  been  lamentable.—  Crokkr,  1847. 

>  Johns<m'R  assltcanco  in  writing  the  UUer$  and  pctitfont 
which  Dodd  was  to  sign,  was  Justified  br  custom  and  by  the 
necessity  of  such  cues  ;  but  I  conrcst  I  do  not  see  how  the 


directly  tell  a  lie  :  I  left  the  matter  uncertain. 
Perhaps  I  thought  that  Seward  would  not  be- 
lieve it  the  less  to  be  mine  for  what  I  said :  but 
I  would  not  put  it  in  his  power  to  say  I  had 
owned  it"  * 

He  praised  Blair's  Sermons  :  "Yet,"  said  he 
(willing  to  let  us  see  he  was  aware  that  fashion- 
able fame,  however  deserved,  is  not  always  the 
most  lasting),  "  perhaps  they  may  not  be  re- 
printed after  seven  years ;  at  least  not  after 
Blair's  death."  3 

He  said,  "  Goldsmith  was  a  plant  that  flow- 
ered late.  There  appeared  nothing  remarkable 
about  him  when  he  was  young ;  though  when 
he  had  got  high  in  fame,  one  of  his  friends  * 
began  to  recollect  something  of  his  being  dis- 
tinguished at  college.^  Goldsmith  in  the  same 
manner  recollected  more  of  that  friend's  early 
years,  as  he  grew  a  greater  man." 

I  mentioned  that  Lord  Monboddo  told  mc, 
he  awaked  every  morning  at  four,  and  then  for 
his  health  got  up  and  walked  in  his  room  naked, 
with  the  window  open,  which  he  called  taking 
an  air  bath ;  after  which  he  went  to  bed  again, 
and  slept  two  hours  more.  Johnson,  who  waa 
always  ready  to  beat  down  any  thing  that 
seemed  to  be  exhibited  with  disproportionate 
importance,  thus  observed :  "  I  suppose.  Sir, 
there  is  no  more  in  it  than  this ;  he  wakes  at 
four,  and  cannot  sleep  till  he  chills  himself,  and 
makes  the  warmth  of  the  bed  a  grateful  sensa- 
tion." 

I  talked  of  the  difGculty  of  rising  in  the 
morning.  Dr. Johnson  told  me,  "that  the 
learned  Mrs.  Carter,  at  that  period  when  she 
was  eager  in  study,  did  not  awake  as  early  as 
she  wished,  and  she  therefore  had  a  contrivance, 
that,  at  a  certain  hour,  her  chamber  light 
should  bum  a  string  to  which  a  heavy  weight 
was  suspended,  which  then  fell  with  a  strong 
sudden  noise :  this  roused  her  from  sleep,  and 
then  she  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  up.^  Bat 
I  said  t?iat  was  my  difficulty ;  and  wished  then 
could  be  some  medicine  invented  which  would 
make  one  rise  without  pain,  which  I  never  did, 
unless  after  lying  in  bed  a  very  long  time. 
Perhaps  there  may  be  something  in  the  stores 
of  Nature  which  could  do  this.  I  have  thought 
of  a  pulley  to  raise  me  gradually ;  but  »^^t 
would  give  me  pain,  as  it  would  counteract  mj 
interniu  inclination.  I  would  have  something 
that  can  dissipate  the  vis  inertia^  and  give 
elasticity  to  the  muscles.  As  I  imagine  ♦*»•* 
the  human  body  may  be  put,  by  the  operation  of 
other  substances,  into  any  state  in  which  it  has 
ever  been ;  and  as  I  have  experienced  a  state 
in  which  rising  from  bed  was  not  disagreeable, 


dfception,  as  Boswell  tnilr  calls  it,  of  the  **  mMrcit  **  em  be 
defended.  —  Crokrr,  1847. 

9  This  was  a  sagacious  opinion  — they  hav*.  no   donU. 
been  reprinted  since  Blair's  death,  but  have  decUoad  ton. 
nutation,  and  after  the  publication  of  the  third  voIuoM  wi 
thought  to  want  earnestness  and  vlfour.  — Caosn.  It47. 

4  Mr.  Burke.  — Caoata. 

•  This  was  a  mUtake.    See  amii,  p.  140 Caoco. 
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upon  t1t*3  im]Kirtiuiee  of  a  mtm  to  kimselfso 
ingenious  untl  so  well  exj>resse<li,  thai  I  &haU 
hei'c*  intnuiuce  tbeui.  After  observing,  that 
"  tliero  are  iV'vr  writers  who  have  gained  any 
rt«)mr,Hr,iou  by  rccordling  their  own  actions,' 
they  suy,  — 

**  We  nifty  rcflucc  tlu'  t?;^oti!i,is  to  four  classes.  In 
ihvJirMt  »'e  hove  Juliu-v  Ca?Mir:  he  relates  his  own 
tntnwictioiii ;  bul  he  relates  them  with  pt'cultor 
f^racii  ami  ilij;riiity,  and  hi^  nnrTdtivc  is  supported 
hf  the  gruatue^s  of  his  charnctcr  and  acbiuvetncnts. 
In  Ihc  fitconri  cUfis  we  have  Marcu?  Antoninus  :  tliiH 
writer  hna  given  us  ft  stric*  of  reflections  on  hi» 
own  life  ;  hut  his  sentiments  are  s-o  nohle,  his  mora- 
lity »c>  sublime,  that  his  mcciitatjiiiis  are  universally 
admired.  In  the  third  cUiss  we  have  some  others 
of  tolerable  credit,  who  Uave  given  importatwe  to 
ihuir  i>wn  privnte  biaitory  by  iin  iiUerminture  of 
literary  flnecdutes,  and  the  occurrences  of  their  own 
limes  '  the  eelebraletl  //ncM'mi  *  has  published  an 
cntertntntng  volume  u|U)ii  llu&  plnn,  ^  Dc  Utbvs  ad 
turn  i^rtinrntil'Ug.'  In  ihc  fmtrlh  class  we  have  the 
joumalists,  leinpunil  and  vpirilufll  r  Ellas  Ashmole, 
William  Lilly.  George  Whiteivcld,  John  Weiley, 
«nd  a  thousand  other  old  women  and  fanatic  writers 
of  menioin  and  mediln lions*" 

I  moatinned  to  him  that  Dr.  Hugh  Blair,  in 
his  Lectures  on  Khetoric  and  Btillea  Lettres, 
which  1  heard  him  deliver  at  Edinburgh,  had 
aninmdverted  on  die  Johrjsonian  htyle  aa  too 
{Kunpous;  and  attemjitcd  to  imitate  it,  by 
givin;i;  a  sentence  of  Addison  in  "The  Specta- 
tor," No.  4 IL,  in  the  manner  of  Johnson- 
When  treating  of  the  utility  of  the  pleasures 
of  runu^ination  in  preserving  us  from  vice,  it  is 
ol)servcd  of  tliose  "  who  know  not  how  to  be 
idle  and  innocent,*'  that,  "  their  very  first  step 
our  of  bufiiaess  is  into  vice  or  folly ;  '*  whicn 
Dr.  Blair  9Up}K>sed  would  have  been  expreasetl 
in  **The  Rambler'*  thus:  "their  very  first 
step  out  of  the  regions  of  business  is  Into  the 
perturbation  of  vice,  or  the  vaeuitv  of  folly/'* 
JonNsoM.  "Sir^  theje  are  not  the  words  I 
»houbi  have  used.  No,  Sir ;  the  imitators  of  my 
style  have  not  hit  it.  Mif*s  Aikin  has  done  it 
the  best ;  for  j^be  ha^  imitated  the  sentiment 
ag  well  m  the  diction*'*  "* 

I  intenii,  Iwfore  thia  work  is  concluded,  to 
exhibit  speeirncns  of  imitation  of  niy  friend's 
style  in  various  inotles ;  some  caritmluring  or 
mimicking  it»  and  some  fijrineil  tipou  it, 
wln^ther  intentlonaUv,  or  with  a  degree  of 
i^itnilnrity  to  it,  of  wLich,  perhaps,  the  writerg 
were  n»*t  eonwriou^. 

In  BaivLtis  Ueview,  which  he  publinhcfl  in 
ItuJy,  under  the  title  of  "  I'busta  Letteba- 


'U  >         t  J 


1UI» 

Jmt 


Antr,y.  'li.  n.  6.  —  CncKKR. 
liU  "  f-ftrtnro»,"  h*t  w**  (n- 


rltkrlAin  CO  hitve  tkMO 


aiA,**  it  is  observed*  ihnt  Dr.  T 
historian   lta*l   fjirmed  his  *il)h' 
**  //   celnbre    Smnucle   Jahnaon** 
hiuL«5clf  woa  of  that  opinion;  for  be  utice 
to  nie,  in  a  pJeii^joit  hitjnotir,  "  Sir,  if  Kol 
son's  style  be  lauUy,  be  owes  it  to  m<* ; 
is,  having  t<xi  many  wortb,  and  those  l»iO( 
ones." 

I  read  to  him  a  letter  which  Lord  Manbuddi 
had  written  to  me,  containing  some  critical  rr?-i 
marks  upon  the  style  of  hia  "Journey  to  tha{ 
Western  Islands  of  Scotlajid."  Ilij*  lordship 
praised  the  very  fine  passajgc  upon  bmdiiii;  at 
leolinkil  [p,  381,]:  but  his  own  '  '  •  inj^ 
ex.t'ee«liu«5ly  dry  and  hard,  he  •_!  )    of' 

the  richuefei  of  Johnaon'*  lanffuuL  bis 

frequent    use    of   metaphones!  Jiui. 

JoMNSritN.      "Why,  Sir,  this  cri^..  .    .,    ,,ouJd 
l>e  just,  if,  in  my  tftyle,  suficrlluoua  wordit,  or 
words    too  big   for   the  thoughu,   cmild   be 
|K>'uitetl  oil  t ;  but  this  I  do  not  believe  cim  be 
done.      For   ins.tanee^   in   the  paa&a^e   which 
Lord    Monboddo    admires,   '  We   were   t%aw 
treading   that    illustrioua    region^*  the   wcrr*l 
iUuRtrio^    contributes   nothing  to   tiic   rii 
narration;  for  the  fiu't  might  oe  told  wirh 
it:  but  it  is  not,  therefore,  supei  1 1 
wakes  the  mind  to  peculiar  ati 
somctbinji  of  more  than  usual  iii  i 
be  pref5ented.    '  Illustrious ! '  —  ! 
then  the  sfin^  >i'"  .H-iri-i..]^  t^*  t'.\^„.  ,u  .... 
cwmytancei'  i   lona.      AxiiL 

jid  to  meta^ii  ^       mn,  that  i«  «  fjr  — 

cxoellenoo  in  tstyle.  when  it  itt  u*cd  with  |«tv- 
priety,  for  it  gives  you  two  ideas  for  one;  — 
conveys  the  nieuning  more  luniinouslj*  ml 
generally  with  a  perception  of  deliglil." 

He  told  me,  that  he  had  been  asked  to  uii* 
dertake  the  new  edition  of  the  '•  Biogra.^ihi* 
Britannioi,"  but  had  declined  it ;  wliieh  he 
afterwards  said  to  tue  he  regretted.  In  thi» 
regret  many  will  join,  beoatk^!  it  won'  '  ' 
procured  us  more  of  dohuion's  moat  <! 
sjx'ciea  of  writing;  and  although  in>  », 
Dr.  Kippis*  has  hitherto  disihargod  tho 
Judiciouialy,  distinctly,  and  with  iimii-  '\\n\ 
tiality  than  might  have  been  exj 
separatist:  it  were  to  have  be«^'i 
the  superintendence  of  this  literary  IVinj 
Fame  had  been  assigned  to  **a  frieiul 
eonsjtitution  in  church  and  *tate."  ^^^ 
not  then  have  had  it  too  much  rmwiinii 
obscure  dissenting  t4>aeher*,  dou 
merit  and  worth,  but  not  quite  t' 
amongst  '*  the  most  eminent  per: 
flourished  in  Great  Brituin  lujd  I 


\\y  Milt  Alklii, 


*  After  hitvlnx  alvm  to  IHp   pui 
(frtU-i)  rtf  n  n*w  nliUoD  of  tbe  Bio. 

rhp  jrari  157*  •nd  ITWl.  Dr    iv,  , 
1  the  WQflt  U  not  lihfafto  \x 

nA     I  I'likiiriv    will)  h     tlJi     Si-rii     (    I 


^T.  69. 
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On  Saturday,  September  20.,  after  break- 
fast^  when  Taylor  was  gone  out  to  his  farm, 
Dr.  Johnson  and  I  had  a  serious  conversation 
by  ourselves  on  melancholy  and  madness;  which 
he  was,  I  always  thought,  erroneously  inclined 
to  confound  together  [p.  336.].  Melancholv,like 
**  great  wit,"  may  be  "  near  allied  to  madness ; 
but  there  is»  in  my  opinion,  a  distinct  separa- 
tion between  them.  When  he  talked  of  mad- 
ness, he  was  to  be  understood  as  speaking  of 
those  who  were  in  any  great  degree  disturbed, 
or,  as  it  is  commonly  expressed,  "  troubled  in 
mind.**  Some  of  the  ancient  philosophers 
held,  that  all  deviations  from  right  reason  were 
madness;  and  whoever  wishes  to  see  the 
opinions  both  of  ancients  and  modems  upon 
this  subject,  collected  and  illustrated  with  a 
variety  of  curious  facts,  may  read  Dr.  Arnold*s 
verv  entertaining  work.' 

Johnson  said,  *'  A  madman  loves  to  be  with 
people  whom  he  fears ;  not  as  a  dog  fears  the 
fash,  but  of  whom  he  stands  in  awe."  I  was 
struck  with  the  justice  of  this  observation. 
To  be  with  those  of  whom  a  person,  whose 
mind  is  wavering  and  dejected,  stands  in  awe, 
represses,  and  composes  an  uneasy  tumult  of 
spnits,  and  consoles  him  with  the  contempla- 
tion of  something  steady,  and  at  least  com- 
paratively great.* 

He  added,  "  Madmen  arc  all  sensual  in  the 
lower  stages  of  the  distemper.  They  are 
eager  for  gratifications  to  soothe  their  minds, 
and  divert  &eir  attention  from  the  misery  which 
they  suffer;  but  when  they  grow  very  ill, 
pleasure  is  too  weak  for  them,  and  they  seek 
for  pain.^  Employment,  Sir,  and  hardships, 
prevent  mclancnoly.  I  suppose,  in  all  our 
army  in  America,  there  was  not  one  man  who 
went  mad." 


are  tho«e  of  John  Abcrnothy,  Thomai  Amorr,  Georf^e  Ben- 
ton, HuKh  Broughton.  the  learned  puritan.  Simon  Browne, 
Joseph  Boyse,  of  Dublin,  Thomas  Cartwrlght,  the  learned 
puritan,  and  Samuel  Chandler.  The  only  doubt  1  hare  ever 
neard  suggested  li.  whether  there  should  hare  been  an  article 
of  Dr.  Amory.  But  I  was  convinced,  and  am  still  convinced, 
that  he  was  entitled  to  one.  from  the  reality  of  his  learning, 
Mnd  the  excellent  and  candid  nature  of  his  practical  writings. 
The  new  Ures  of  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  Rn<>land,  in 
the  tame  four  volumes,  are  as  follows:  John  Balguv.  Kdward 
Bcntham.  George  Berkley,  Bishop  of  Cloyne,  'William  Ber* 
riman,  Thomas  Birch,  William  Borlase,  Thomas  Bott,  James 
Bradley,  lltomas  Broughton,  John  Browne,  John  Burton, 
Joteph  BuUer.  Bishop  of  Durham.  Thomas  Carte,  Kdmund 
Cattell.  Rdmund  Chishull,  Charles  Churchill.  William 
Clarke.  Robert  Clayton,  Bishop  of  Clogher,  John  Cony- 
beare.  Bishop  of  Bristol.  George  Castard.  and  Samuel 
Croull — '  1  am  not  conscious,'  says  Dr.  Klppis,  'of  any 
partiality  in  conducting  the  work.  I  would  not  willingly 
mtert  a  dissenting  minister  that  does  not  Justly  deserve  to 
ba  noticed,  or  omit  an  established  clergyman  that  does.  At 
the  same  time,  I  shall  not  be  deterred  from  introducing 
diatenters  into  the  Blographta,  when  I  am  satisfied  that  they 
are  entitled  to  that  distinction,  from  their  writings,  learning, 
and  merit. '  "  Ijet  me  add  that  the  expression  "  A  friend  to 
the  constitution  in  church  and  state,"  was  not  meant  by  me 
aa  any  reflection  upon  this  reverend  gentleman,  as  if  he  were 
an  eDemy  to  the  political  constitution  of  his  country,  as  esu- 
bUsbed  at  the  Revolution,  but,  from  my  steady  and  avowed 
predilection  for  a  Tory,  was  quoted  fkrom  "  Johnson's  Die* 
F,"  where  that  distinrtion  Is  so  defined.  A'oir  to  setonit 
I.  —  BotwKLi.  But  even  Whigt  could  bo  dissatisfied 
Dr.  Kippis's  conduct  of  the  work.  See  Cowper's  lively 
"  On  obtervHig  some  namet  tf  KUU  note  in  the 
ia*''  and  Horace  Walpnte's  anecdote.— "I  hapnened 
lo  tay  that  the  Blog raphia  was  an  apology  for  everv  body. 
Tbia  rtacbed  the  ears  of  Dr.  Kippit,  who  retorted  that  the 


We  entered  seriously  upon  a  question  of 
much  importance  to  me,  which  Johnson  was 

E leased  to  consider  with  friendly  attention.  I 
ad  long  complfuned  to  him  that  I  felt  myself 
discontented  in  Scotland,  as  too  narrow  a 
sphere,  and  that  I  wished  to  make  my  chief 
residence  in  London,  the  great  scene  of  am- 
bition, instruction,  and  amusement;  a  scene 
which  was  to  me,  comparatively  speaking,  a 
heaven  upon  earth.  Johnsom.  "  Why,  Sir,  I 
never  knew  any  one  who  had  such  a  gvat  for 
London  as  you  have  :  and  I  cannot  blame  you 
for  your  wish  to  live  there;  yet,  Sir,  were 
I  in  your  father's  place,  I  should  not  consent 
to  your  settling  there ;  for  I  have  the  old  feudal 
notions,  and  I  should  be  afraid  that  Auchinleck 
would  be  deserted,  as  you  would  soon  find  it 
more  desirable  to  have  a  country  seat  in  a  bet- 
ter climate.  I  own,  however,  that  to  consider 
it  as  a  dvhf  to  reside  on  a  family  estate  is  a 
prejudice ;  for  we  must  consider,  uiat  working- 
people  get  employment  equally,  and  the  pro- 
duce of  land  IS  sold  equally,  whether  a  great 
family  resides  at  home  or  not ;  and  if  the 
rents  of  an  estate  be  carried  to  London,  they 
return  again  in  the  circulation  of  commerce ; 
nay.  Sir,  we  must  perhaps  allow,  that  carrying 
the  rents  to  a  distance  is  a  ^ood,  because  it 
contributes  to  that  circulation.  We  must, 
however,  allow,  that  a  well-regulated  great 
family  may  improve  a  neighbourhood  in  civility 
and  elegance,  and  ^ive  an  example  of  good 
order,  virtue,  and  piety ;  and  so  its  residence 
at  home  may  be  of  much  advantage.  But  if  a 
great  family  be  disorderly  and  vicious,  its  resi- 
dence at  home  is  very  pernicious  to  a  neigh- 
bourhood. There  is  not  now  the  same  induce- 
ment to  live  in  the  country  as  formerly ;  the 
pleasures  of  social  life  are  much  better  enjoyed 


life  of  Sir  Robert  W^alpole  ihould  nrove  that  the  Blographia 
was  not  an  apology  for  every  bocly.  Soon  after  tlils  I  was 
surprised  by  a  visit  from  the  Doctor  to  solicit  materials  for 
my  father's  life.  You  may  guess  that  I  very  civilly  refused." 
WalpoUana,  xdv.,  and  Letter  to  Cole,  Sept.,  1.177().— 
CaoKRR.  1847. 

»  "Observations  on  Insanity,"  by  Thomas  Arnold,  M.D., 
London,  1782.  _  Boswkll. 

«  "  He  was,"  says  Hawkins,  "  a  great  enemy  to  the  pre- 
sent fashionable  way  of  supposing  worthless  and  infamous 
Eersons  mad."  that  is.  he  disapproved  of  palliating  wickednrss 
y  attributing  it  to  physical  causes,  for  he  ceruinly  thought 
(and  no  doubt  felt)  that  the  exercises  of  piety,  and  the 
restraints  of  conscience,  might  repress  a  tendency  towards 
insanity.  He  also,  I  supposr,  regretted  the  degree  of  im- 
punity which  is  sometimes  afTurded  to  crime  under  the 
plea  of  insanity.  —  Crokbr. 

3  W^o  read  in  the  Gospels,  that  those  unfortunate  persons, 
who  were  possessed  with  evil  spirits  (which,  after  all,  1  think 
is  the  most  probable  cause  of  madness,  as  was  first  suggested 
to  me  by  my  respecuble  friend  Sir  John  Pringle),  had 
recourse  to  pain,  tearing  themselves,  and  jumping  some, 
times  into  the  fire,  sometimes  into  the  water.  Mr.  Seward 
has  furnished  me  with  a  remarkable  anecdote  in  confirma- 
tion of  Dr  Johnson's  observation.  A  tradesman,  who  had 
acQUired  a  large  fortune  in  London,  retired  from  business, 
and  went  to  live  at  Worcester.  His  mind,  being  without  iu 
usual  occopation,    and  having  nothing  else  to  supply  its 

Klace,  prered  upon  itself,  so  that  existence  was  a  torment  to 
im.  At  fast  he  was  seised  with  the  stone ;  and  a  friend  who 
found  him  in  one  of  iU  severest  fits,  having  expressed  hit 
concern, "  No,  no.  Sir."  said  he, "  don't  pity  me ;  what  I  now 
feel  it  ease,  compared  with  that  torture  of  mind  from  which 
it  relieves  me.'  — Bobwell.  Cardan  composed  hit  mind 
tending  to  madness  (or  rather  actually  mad,  for  such 
he  seems  in  his  writings,  learned  as  thejr  are)  by  exciUng 
voluntary  pain.    V.  Card.  Op.  et.  Vit.— KiaaNBY. 
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in  town  ;  nnd  there  is  no  longer  in  the  country 
tliut  iHvwer  ami  inftuenct*  in  jiropnetoni  of  land 
whicn  tbey  liin!  in  nlil  tiniuH,  and  which  made 
the  country  so  ngreeable  to  them.  The  Lnird 
ol*  Auchinleck  now  is  not  neiir  bo  great  a  man 
as  the  Laird  of  AiiLrbinlerk  was  a  hundred 
years  ago  " 

1  told  him,  that  one  of  uiy  ancestors  never 
wtrnt  frfjm  liome  without  being  attended  l»y 
thirty  men  on  horsebiick.  Johnson's  shrewd- 
ness and  spirit  of  inquiry  were  exerted  upon 
every  occHsion.  "  Prav,"  «aid  he,  *•  how  did 
vonr  ancestor  support  hia  thirty  men  m^d  thirty 
norsea  when  he  went  at  a  distance  from  hoine» 
in  an  age  when  there  was  hardly  any  money  in 
ciroulution  ?"  I  sugijestcd  the  same  ditHculty 
to  A  friend  who  mentioned  Douglas's  going  to 
the  Holy  Land  with  a  numerous  train  of  fol- 
lowers.'  Douglas  could,  no  doubt,  ntaintain 
f )ll<»wer3  enough  while  living  Ujx>n  his  own 
hiniii,  (he  proiluce  of  which  supplied  them  with 
OkmI  ;  but  he  could  nt>t  carry  that  food  to  the 
Holy  Land  ;  nn<i  as  there  wiia  no  commeree  by 
which  he  could  be  Kupplie*!  with  money,  how 
could  he  maintain  them  in  foreign  oountries  ? 

I  suggested  a  doubt^  that  if  I  were  to  reside 
in  London,  the  exquisite  zest  with  which  I 
rell.HluMl  it  in  oeea*iional  visits  might  go  off,  and 
I  might  pr<»w  tired  of  it.  Johnson,  "  Why^ 
Sir,  you  And  no  man,  at  all  intellectual,  who  is 
willing  to  Ictive  London.  No,  Sir,  when  u  man 
is  tired  of  London,  he  is  tired  of  life;  for  there 
is  in  London  all  that  bfe  can  afford.'* 

To  obviate  hi;*  upprehennion,  that  by  settling 
in  Lond«»n  I  nd^ht  desert  the  seat  of  mv  ances- 
tont,  I  assured  him  that  I  hnd  old  feinlul  pHn- 
ciph*!*  to  a  ilegree  of  enthusiasm ;  and  tiiat  I 
tt-U  all  the  dulredo  of  the  nittale  xolum,  1  re- 
minded him,  that  the  Lain!  of  Auchiuleek  had 
lui  elegant  house,  in  front  of  which  he  could 
ridti  ten  miUvs  forward  upon  hi^own  territories, 
upon  which  he  had  upwards  of  .six  Inmdred 
people  attached  to  him ;  that  the  family  seat 
was  rich  in  natural  romantic  beauties  of  nx'k, 
wood^  and  water ;  and  that  in  my  "  morn  of 
life"  I  had  fl[»propriuted  the  finest  descriptions 
in  the  ancient  classics  to  certain  scenes  there, 
which  were  thua  associated  in  my  mind.  That 
when  all  this  was  considered,  I  should  certainly 
piix*  a  part  of  the  year  at  home^  and  enjoy  it 
the  more  from  variety,  and  from  bringing  with 
i"c  ft  share  of  the  intellectual  stores  of  the 
m'tropolis,  He  listened  to  all  this,  and  kindly 
**  hojied  it  mij^ht  be  as  I  now  supposed." 

^  Jjunm  li*  Duf  lAf  «■«  rrauested  hf  King  I^iticrt  Bruvr  in  ' 

his  Idat   IliHir^,    ("    frjiiiir  w  itYi    Mi<    hf.in    tu    J.iiHi.;<.m,    .otJ    ' 
buiiilily   lu  «■'  I 
(rtOCflnUMR  III  I 


He  said,  a  country  gentleman  shrmld  hr'mg 
his  lady  to  visit  London  iitf  «oon  ns  he  run,  ihni 
they  may  have  agr<.'«nd»le  fopic>  for  conviirBlp 
tion  when  they  are  by  them.«ielve^. 

As  I  meditated  '  ^^^  -t- 

minster  Hall,  our  <  he 

profession  of  the  li-.r    m.  *.ij-4.iM.i.     „■ 
"You  must  not  indulge  too  sanguiuf- 
should  you  be  called  to  our  bur.     I  \\,i 
by  a  very  sensible  lawyer,  that  then;  are  a 
many  chanccii  against  any  rntin'^  ^ur  r-,«y-  ] 
|»rofes«ion  of  the  law ;  the 
numerous,  and  those  who  gc; 
few.     He  said,  it  woa  by  no  lacuis  irue  tLa,t 
man  of  good  parts  and  application  in  »urc  < 
having  burliness,  though  he,  mdeed,  alhivri^d  Lkat 
if  such  a  man  could  but  appear  in  a  few  cmiscg, 
hia  merit  would  be  known,  and  he  would  get 
forward ;  but  that  the  great  riak  wa?,  that  « 
man  might  pass  half  a  lifetime  in  the  courta, 
and  never  have  au  opportunity  of  showing  hit 
abilities."*' 

We  talked  of  employment  being  alwolult'Jy 
necessary  to  preserve  the  mind  from  wearying 
and  growing  fretful,  especially  in  tbos^v  wfiu 
have  a  tendency  to  melancholy ;  and  I  meia- 
tioned  t^  him  a  saying  which  somebody  haul 
related  of  an  American  savage,  who,  when  an 
European  was  CJcpatiating  on  all  the  a<]vantiig«a 
of  money,  put  this  question  :  "  Will  it  f*urrhiiiA 
occupation  f**      Jon x son.    *' P  ' 

Sir,  this  saying  is  tr>o  refined  1 
Sir^  money  will  purchofe  ot^^.i, ..  , 

purchase  all  the  conveniencies  ot  J 

punhose  variety  of  companv;  it  \\i..  , +^ 

all  sort^  of  entertainment."^ 

I  talked  to  him  of  Forater**  "  Vova^ic  tn  lH* 
South  Seas,"*  which  pleased  me  ;  i  .d 

he  did  not  like  it-   *'  Sir,'*  said  be,  3 

great  affectation  of  fine  writing  in  iu" 
WELL,  '*But  he  carries  you  along  witK 
Johnson.    •'^No,    Sir;  he  dc»e8  nm 
along  with  him;  he  leaves  me  It 
or   rather,    indeed,   he   sets    me   bnorc   ti 
for  he  makes  me  turn  over  many  leiniss 
time." 

On  Sunday,  September  2L,  we  went  |o 
church   of  AshlMjurne,  which   is    oou   of 
largest  and  most  luminouii  that  I  hav«  tmm 
any  town  of  the  same  size.     \  felt  \ir»  ni 
faction  in  considering  that  I  was  ? 
my  Ibndne^s  for  solemn  public,  wmi  . 
general  coDcurrence  an«i  muni^ccnoe  «>t  ma^- 
kind. 


now  b<»pro«Dl««l  l'»  (WMHie  dU(4»jr 


Lumlon,  J777-  3  toU.  —  K  CitNMtNiiiUML 


r  liuiiiiirta  whUli 


.  iti  tn»  BHunoic 
hj  Cupula  ivKt 
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Johnson  and  Taylor  were  so  different  from 
each  other,  that  I  wondered  at  their  preserving 
an  intimacy.  Their  having  been  at  school  and 
college  together '  might,  in  some  degree,  account 
for  uiis:  but  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  has  fur- 
nished me  with  a  stronger  reason ;  for  Johnson 
mentioned  to  him,  that  he  had  been  told  by 
Taylor  he  was  to  be  his  heir.  I  shall  not  take 
upon  me  to  animadvert  upon  this ;  but  certain 
it  is  that  Johnson  paid  great  attention  to  Tay- 
lor. He  now,  however,  said  to  me,  **  Sir,  I 
love  him;  but  I  do  not  love  him  more;  my 
regard  for  him  does  not  increase.  As  it  is  said 
in  the  Apocrypha,  *  his  talk  is  of  bullocks.'  * 
I  do  not  suppose  he  is  very  fond  of  my  com- 
pany. Hb  nabits  are  by  no  means  suiBciently 
cleri(^ :  this  he  knows  that  I  see ;  and  no  man 
likes  to  live  under  the  eye  of  perpetual  disap- 
probation." 

I  have  no  doubt  that  a  good  many  sermons 
were  composed  for  Taylor  by  Johnson.  At  this 
time  I  found  upon  his  table  a  part  of  one  which 
he  had  newly  bej^un  to  writ«  :  and  Concio  pro 
Tcofloro  appears  in  one  of  his  diaries.  When 
to  these  circimistances  we  add  the  internal 
evidence  from  the  power  of  thinking  and  style, 
in  the  collection  which  the  Reverend  Mr.  Hayes 
had  published,  with  the  significant  title  of 
**  Sermons  left  for  Publication^  by  the  Reverend 
John  Taylor,  LL.D.,"  our  conviction  will  be 
complete.^ 

I,  however,  would  not  have  it  thought  that 
Dr.  Taylor,  though  he  could  not  write  like 
Johnson,  (as,  indeed,  who  could?)  did  not 
sometimes  compose  sermons  as  good  as  those 
which  we  generally  have  from  very  respectable 
divines.  He  showed  me  one  with  notes  on  the 
margin  in  Johnson's  handwriting ;  and  I  was 
present  when  he  read  another  to  Johnson,  that 
he  might  have  his  opinion  of  it,  and  Johnson 
said  it  was  "  very  well."  These,  we  may  be 
sure,  were  not  Johnsoirs;  for  he  was  above 
little  arts,  or  tricks  of  dccei)tion. 

Johnson  was  by  no  means  of  opinion  that 
every  man  of  a  learned  }>rofession  should  con- 
sider it  as  incumbent  upon  him,  or  as  necessary 
to  his  credit,  to  appear  as  an  author.  When, 
in  the  ardour  of  ambition  for  literary  ijiiiie,  I 
r^retted  to  him  one  day  that  an  eminent  judge* 
had  nothing  of  it,  and  therefore  would  leave  no 
perpetual  monument  of  himself  to  posterity; 
"  Alas !  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  '*  what  a  mass  of 
confusion  should  we  have,  if  every  bishop,  and 


1  Noc  of  th*  tame  collepre.  nor  pven,  it  Bcemi,  cotemporarlca 
•ethft  uniTenity.    See  antk,  p.  18.  n.  3.  —  Crokrii,  1847. 

*  Eedeslastlciis,  chap.  xxxvHi.  ▼.  25.     The  whole  chapter 
wmf  tM  read  ai  an  admirable  illuttration  ot  the  luperiority  of 

cnMratcd  minds  over  the  ftroM  and  illiterate Boswbll. 

It  is  auoted  in  Burke's  '*  Reflections  on  the  French  Rcvolu- 
|lo*.*'-.CaoKBa. 

release  you,"  writes  Bishop  Porteus  to  Dr. 
1788,  '*  I  must  mention  one  more  publication,  on 
of  Its  sinaularity  as  well  as  its  merit.  It  is  a  Tohiroe 
If  acnMRM,  published  by  Dr.  Taylor,  prebendary  of  West- 
■laifr,  who  is  lately  deiul.  He  was  an  old  friend  and  school- 
bOow  of  Dr.  Johnson's,  and  was  long  suspected  of  preaching 
•rVMaa  written  by  the  Doctor.  1V>  confute  this  calumar, 
*  this  volume  of  sermons  to  be  published  after  his 


every  judge,  every  lawyer,  physician,  and 
divine,  were  to  write  books  I " 

I  mentioned  to  Johnson  a  respectable  person 
of  a  very  strong  mind*,  who  had  little  of  that 
tenderness  which  is  common  to  human  nature ; 
as  an  instance  of  which,  when  I  suggested  to 
him  that  he  should  invite  his  son,  whohad  been 
settled  ten  years  in  foreign  parts,  to  come  home 
and  pay  him  a  visit,  his  answer  was,  **No,  no, 
let  him  mind  his  business."  JoHHSoir.  "  I  do 
not  agree  with  him.  Sir,  in  this.  Gretting  money 
is  not  all  a  man's  business :  to  cultivate  kind- 
ness is  a  valuable  part  of  the  business  of  life." 

In  the  evening,  Johnson,  being  in  very  good 
spinto,  entertained  us  with  several  character- 
istical  portraits:  I  regret  that  any  of  them 
escaped  my  retention  and  diligence.  I  found 
from  experience,  that  to  collect  my  friend's 
conversation  so  as  to  exhibit  it  with  any  degree 
of  it«  original  flavour,  it  was  necessary  to  write 
it  down  without  delay.  To  record  his  sayings, 
aH;er  some  distance  of  time,  was  like  preserving 
or  pickling  lon^-kept  and  faded  fruits,  or  other 
vegetables,  which,  when  in  that  state,  have 
little  or  nothing  of  their  taste  when  fresh. 

I  shall  present  my  readers  with  a  series  of 
what  I  gathered  this  evening  from  the  John- 
sonian garden. 

"  My  friend,  the  late  Earl  of  Cork,  [p.  57.] 
had  a  great  desire  to  maintain  the  literary 
character  of  his  family:  he  was  a  genteel 
man,  but  did  not  keep  up  the  dignity  of  his 
rank.  He  was  so  generally  civil,  that  nobody 
thanked  him  for  it. 

"  Did  we  not  hear  so  much  said  of  Jack 
Wilkes,  we  should  think  more  highly  of  his 
conversation.  Jack  has  a  great  variety  of  talk, 
Jack  is  a  scholar,  and  Jack  has  the  manners 
of  a  gentleman.  But  after  hearing  his  name 
sounded  from  pole  to  pole,  as  the  phoenix  of 
convivial  felicity,  we  are  disappointed  in  his 
compaAy.  He  has  always  been  at  me:  but  I 
would  do  Jack  a  kindness,  rather  than  not. 
The  contest  is  now  over." 

"  Garrick's  gaiety  of  conversation  has  deli- 
cacy and  elegance :  Foote  makes  you  laugh 
more ;  but  Foote  has  the  air  of  a  buffoon  paid 
for  entertaining  the  company.  He  indeed  well 
deserves  his  hire." 

"  Colley  Cibber  once  consulted  me  as  to  one 
of  his  birthday  odes  [ante^  p.  137.]  a  long  time 
before  it  was  wanted.  I  objected  very  freely 
to  several  passages.    Cibber  lost  patience,  and 


drath.  But  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  quite  answer  his  purpoM , 
for  I  will  venture  to  tar,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  Kn^rland 
who  knows  anything  of  Dr.  Johmon's  peculiarities  of  style, 
sentiment,  and  composition,  that  will  not  Initanlly  pronounce 
these  sermons  to  be  his  Indeed,  they  are  (some  of  them  at 
least)  in  his  rery  best  manner ;  and  Taylor  was  no  more 
capable  of  writing  them  than  of  making  an  epic  poem."  — 
Mabrlano.  It  seems,  then,  that  the  can<iour  of  the  $igniflamt 
or  rather  equivociting  title  was  M  r.  Hayes's ;  and  yet  it  seema 
incredible  that  Dr.  Taylor  could  hare  meant  to  have  prac- 
tised such  a  deception.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  ser- 
mons were  Johnson'*. —Crorib,  1847. 

4  Probably  Lord  Mansfield.  —  Cboker. 

^  He  means  his  father.  Lord  Auchinlerk  ;  and  the  absent 
son  was  David,  who  spent  so  many  yeara  in  Spain.—  Croker. 
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would  not  read  his  ode  to  an  end.  "When  we 
had  done  with  criticism  we  walked  over  to 
Richardson's,  the  author  of  *  Clarissa,*  and  I 
wondered  to  find  Richardson  displeased  that  I 
*  did  not  treat  Gibber  with  more  respect.^  Now, 
Sir,  to  talk  of  respect  for  a  player  ! " '  (smil- 
ing disdainfully.)  Boswbm..  **  There,  Sir,  you 
are  always  heretical:  you  never  will  allow 
merit  to  a  player."  Johnson.  "Merit,  Sir! 
what  merit  ?  Do  you  respect  a  rope-dancer  or 
a  baJlad-singer?"  Bos  well.  "No,  sir;  but 
we  respect  a  great  player,  as  a  man  who  can 
conceive  lofty  sentiments,  and  can  express 
them  gracefully.*'  Johnson.  "What!  Sir,  a 
fellow  who  claps  a  hump  on  his  back,  and  a 
lump  on  his  leg,  and  cries,  *  I  am  Richard  the 
Third  f  Nay,  Sir,  a  ballad-singer  is  a  higher 
man,  for  he  does  two  things ;  he  repeats  and 
he  sings :  there  is  both  recitation  and  music  in 
his  performance;  the  player  only  recites.'* 
BoswBi^  "  My  dear  Sir,  you  may  turn  any 
thing  into  ridicule.  I  allow,  that  a  player  of 
farce  is  not  entitled  to  respect;  he  does  a  little  I 
thing;  but  he  who  can  represent  exalted  cha- 
racters, and  touch  the  noblest  passions,  has 
very  respectable  powers;  and  mankind  have 
agreed  in  admiring  great  talents  for  the  stage.  \ 
We  must  consider,  too,  that  a  great  player  does 
what  very  few  are  capable  to  do;  his  art  is  a 
very  rare  faculty.  Who  can  repeat  Hamlet's 
soliloc[uy,  *To  be,  or  not  to  be,'  as  Garrick 
does  it?  Johnson.  "  Any  body  may.  Jemmy, 
there  (a  boy  about  eight  years  old,  who  was  m 
the  room),  will  do  as  well  in  a  week."  Bos- 
WELL.  "No,  no,  Sir:  and  as  a  proof  of  the 
merit  of  great  acting,  and  of  the  value  which 
mankind  set  upon  it,  Garrick  has  got  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds."  Johnson.  "Is  getting  a 
hundred  thousand  poimds  a  proof  of  excellence? 
That  has  been  done  by  a  scoundrel  conunis- 
sary." 

This  was  most  fallacious  reasoning.  *  I  was 
mre^  for  once,  that  I  had  the  best  side  of  the 
argument.  I  boldly  maintained  the  just  dis- 
tinction between  a  tragedian  and  a  mere  thea- 
trical droll;  between  those  who  rouse  our 
terror  and  pity,  and  those  who  only  make  us 
laugh.  "If,"  said  I,  "Betterton  and  Foote 
were  to  walk  into  this  room,  you  would  respect 
Betterton  much  more  than  Foote.'*  Johnson. 
"If  Betterton  were  to  walk  into  this  room  with 
Foote,  Foote  would  soon  drive  him  out  of  it. 
Foote,  Sir,  awUeniu  Foote,  has  powers  superior 
to  them  all.  * 


>  Johnson  Memt  to  have  had  a  perional  pique  againtt 
Cibber.  I  hope  it  had  kome  better  grounds  than  bit  having 
kept  Johnson  waiting  in  Lord  Chesterfield's  ante-room  (onitf, 
p.  ft4.  n.  8).  Cibber  wai  not  merely  a  good  actor,  but  one  of 
the  best  of  our  comic  dramatists.  —  Cbokbr. 

3  "  The  fact  was,"  sajrs  Murphjr,  "  that  Johnson  could  not 
see  the  passions  as  they  rose  and  chased  one  another  in  the 
varied  (eatures  of  the  expressive  (ace  of  Garrick."    Mr.  Mur- 


phy remembered  twing  in  conversation  with  Johnaon  i 


■the 


CHAPTER  LXI. 

1777—1778. 

Pertonal    DitjnUa.  —  Duke     of    Devonshi 
Burke's     Definition     of    a     Free      Cover 

—  Jlam.  —  The  Chrittian  ReveUuio 
Mungo  Campbell.  —  Dr.  Taylor's  Bull-c 
**  jEsop  at  play."  —  Memory,  —  Bite) 
Poems.  —  Prior.  —  Hypochondria.  —  Bot 
Homer  and  Virgil.  —  Lord  Bacon.  —  7 
Beauclerk.  —  Grainger's    **  Ode  on   Solitm* 

Music.  —  Happiness.  —  Future  State 

TVode.  —  American  Independence.  —  Can 
of  Parliament.  —  Planting.  —  "  Oddity  Jok 

—  Decision  of  the  Negro  Cause.  —  Mr.  Sa 
Welch.  —  Advice  to  Travellers.  —  Correspot 

On  Monday,  September  22.,  when  at  bre« 
I  unguardedly  said  to  Dr.  Johnson,  "  I  ^ 
saw  you  and  Mrs.  Macaulay  together.' 
grew  very  angry ;  and,  after  a  pause,  w 
cloud  gathered  on  his  brow,  he  burst  out, 
Sir ;  you  would  not  see  us  quarrel,  to 
you  sport.  Don*t  you  know  that  it  ia 
uncivil  to  pit  two  people  against  one  anot 
Then,  checking  himself,  and  wishing 
more  gentle,  he  added,  "I  do  not  sa] 
should  be  hanged  or  drowned  for  this ; 
is  very  uncivil."  Dr.  Taylor  thought  h 
the  wrong,  and  spoke  to  him  privately 
but  I  afterwards  acknowledged  to  Jo 
that  I  was  to  blame,  for  I  candidlj  t 
that  I  meant  to  express  a  desire  to 
contest  between  Mrs.  Macaulay  and  him 
then  I  knew  how  the  contest  would  ei 
that  I  was  to  see  him  triimiph.  Jox 
"  Sir,  you  cannot  be  sure  how  a  conte 
end ;  and  no  man  has  a  right  to  cngag 
people  in  a  dispute  by  which  their  pi 
may  be  inflamed,  and  they  may  part 
bitter  resentment  against  each  other.  I 
sooner  keep  company  with  a  man  from 
I  must  guard  my  pockets,  than  with  i 
who  contrives  to  bring  me  into  a  disput 
somebody  that  he  may  hear  it.     This 

great   fault    of '  (naming    one    d 

friends),  endeavouring  to  introduce  a  m 
upon  which  he  knows  two  people  in  the 
pany  differ."  Boswell.  "But  he  tol) 
Sir,  he  does  it  for  instruction."  Joi 
"  Whatever  the  motive  be,  Sir,  the  mi 
does  so,  does  very  wrong.  He  has  no 
right  to  instruct  himself  at  such  risk,  Ui 
has  to  make  two  people  fight  a  duel,  ti 
may  learn  how  to  defend  himself." 

side  of  the  scenes,  during  the  tragedy  of  Ring  Jjmt 
Garrick  came  cflT  the  sUge.  he  said,  "  You  two  talk 
I  you  destroy  all  my  feelings."  — "  Prithee,"  replied  J 
"  do  not  talk  of  feelings  i  Punch  has  no  feelings.**—! 
*  Mr.  Langton  Is.  no  doubt,  meant  here, and  Imi 
paragraph.  See  auti^  pp.  363.  S65.  and  S93.,  tiM 
cause  of  Johnson's  frequent  and  fretful  recutreoM 
complaint.  —  Cbokbe. 
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He  found  great  fault  with  a  gentleman  of 
our  acquaintance  for  keeping  a  bad  table. 
"Sir,"  said  he,  **when  a  man  is  invited  to 
dinner,  he  is  disappointed  if  he  does  not  set 
something  good.  X  advised  Mrs.  Thrale,  woo 
has  no  cw^-parties  at  her  house,  to  give  sweet- 
meats, and  such  good  things,  in  an  evening,  as 
are  not  commonly  given,  and  she  would  find 
company  enough  come  to  her ;  for  every  body 
loves  to  have  thinn^s  which  please  the  palate 
j)ut  in  their  way,  without  trouble  or  prepara- 
tion.**' Such  was  his  attention  to  the  mimUia 
of  life  and  manners. 

He  thus  characterised  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire*, grandfather  of  the  present  represent- 
ative of  that  very  respectable  family :  "  He 
was  not  a  man  of  superior  abilities,  but  he  was 
a  man  strictly  faithful  to  his  word.  If,  for 
instance,  he  had  promised  you  an  acorn,  and 
none  had  grown  that  year  in  his  woods,  he 
would  not  have  contented  himself  with  that 
excuse :  he  would  have  sent  to  Denmark  for 
it.  So  unconditional  was  he  in  keeping  his 
word ;  so  high  as  to  the  point  of  honour." 
This  was  a  nberal  testimony  from  the  Tory 
Johnson  to  the  virtue  of  a  great  Whig  noble- 


Mr.  Burke's  "Letter  to  the  Sheriffs  of 
Bristol,  on  the  Affairs  of  America,"  being 
mentioned,  Johnson  censured  the  composition 
much,  and  he  ridiculed  the  definition  of  a  free 
government ;  viz.  "  For  any  practical  purpose, 
It  18  what  the  people  thinks  so."  "  I  will  let 
the  King  of  France  govei^  me  on  those  con- 
ditions," said  he,  "  for  it  is  to  be  governed  just 
as  I  please."  And  when  Dr.  Taylor  talked  of 
a  girl  being  sent  to  a  parish  workhouse,  and 
asked  how  much  she  could  be  obliged  to  work, 
"  Why,"  said  Johnson,  "  as  much  as  is  reason- 
able ;  and  what  is  that  ?  as  much  as  she  thinks 
reasonable." 

Dr.  Johnson  obligingly  proposed  to  carry 
me  to  see  Ham,  a  romantic  scene,  now  belong- 
ing to  a  family  of  the  name  of  Port,  but 
formerly  the  seat  of  the  Congreves.*  I  suppose 
it  is  well  described  in  some  of  the  tours. 
Johnson  described  it  distinctly  and  vividly ;  at 
which  I  could  not  but  express  to  him  my 
1^1    wonder;    because,   though    my  eyes,    as    he 


1  **Or another  lady's  enterUinmenta  he  taid, '  What  lignifirt 
•giDf  tbitber  ?  there  it  neither  meat,  drmk,  nor  taiJt.' " 
BamMms.  —  Crorcb. 

«  WUlUm,  third  Duke  of  Deronihire.  who  died  in  17-58. 
Hb  knowledge  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  he  derived,  no 
AmbC,  from  Dr.  Tavlor  and  Mr.  Fitiherbert.  —  Cbokbr. 

*  ThU  Is  a  mistake.  The  PorU  had  been  seated  at  Ilam 
ttanc  out  of  mind  ;  and,  perhaps,  derived  their  nnmr  from 
the  narrow  pan  into  Dovedale.  Congreve  had  visited  that 
fasBlly  at  Ilam  ;  and  ki$  teat,  that  is,  tJke  bench  on  which  he 


sat,  in  the  gardens,  used  to  be  shown :  this,  Mr. 
Bernard  Port  — one  of  the  ancient  family,  and  now  vicar  of 
Ibsn — thtoki  was  the  cause  of  Mr.  Bos  well's  error.  Ilam 
hv  ahice  paased  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  WaUs  Russell,  who 
hM  rapUced  the  old  residence  of  the  Porta  by  a  stately 
HoCUe  mansion.  —  CnoKit,  1831. 
'*  So  fond  are  people  of  fabricating  anecdotes,  that  the 
at  Ilam  told  me  that  it  was  Johnson  himself  who 
I  this  experiment.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
1v«r  sinks  suddenly  Into  the  earth  behind  a  hill  above  the 
ralley,  and   bursts  out  again  about  four  miles  below.  — 


observed,  were  better  than  his,  I  could  not  by 
any  means  eaual  him  in  representing  visible 
objects.  I  said,  the  difference  between  us  in 
this  respect  was  as  that  between  a  man  who 
has  a  bad  instrument,  but  plays  well  on  it,  and 
a  man  who  has  a  good  instrument,  on  which 
he  can  play  very  imperfectly. 

I  recollect  a  very  fine  amphitheatre,  sur- 
rounded with  hills  covered  with  woods,  and 
walks  neatly  formed  along  the  side  of  a  rocky 
steep,  on  the  quarter  next  the  house,  with 
recesses  under  projections  of  rock,  oversha- 
dowed with  trees ;  in  one  of  which  recesses,  wo 
were  told,  Congreve  wrote  his  "  Old  Bachelor." 
We  viewed  a  remarkable  natural  curiosity  at 
Ilam;  two  rivers  bursting  near  each  other 
from  the  rock,  not  from  immediate  springs,  but 
afler  having  run  for  many  miles  under  ground. 
Plott,  in  his  "History  of  Staffordshire"  (p.  69.), 
gives  an  account  of  this  curiosity ;  but  John- 
son would  not  believe  it,  though  we  had  the 
attestation  of  the  gardener,  who  said  he  had 
put  in  corks  ^,  where  the  river  Manyfald  sinks 
into  the  CTound,  and  had  catched  them  in  a 
net,  placed  before  one  of  the  openings  where 
the  water  bursts  out.  Indeed,  such  subter- 
raneous courses  of  water  are  found  in  various 
parts  of  our  globe.* 

Talking  of  Dr.  Johnson's  unwillingness  to 
believe  extraordinary  things,  I  ventured  to  say, 
"  Sir,  you  come  near  Hume's  argument  against 
miracles,  that  'it  is  more  probable  witnesses 
should  lie,  or  be  mistaken,  than  that  they 
should  happen.'"  Johnson.  "TVTiy,  Sir, 
Hume,  taking  the  proposition  simply,  is  right.^ 
But  the  Christian  revelation  is  not  proved  by 
the  miracles  alone,  but  as  connected  with  pro- 
phecies, and  with  the  doctrines  in  confirmation 
of  which  the  miracles  were  wrought." 

He  repeated  his  observation,  that  the  dif- 
ferences among  Christians  are  really  of  no 
consequence.  "  For  instance,"  said  he,  "  if  a 
Protestant  objects  to  a  Papist,  *  You  worship 
images;'  the  Papist  can  answer,  *I  do  not 
insist  on  your  doing  it;  you  may  be  a  very 
good  Papist  without  it;  I  do  it  only  as  a  help 
to  my  devotion.'"  I  said,  the  great  article  of 
Christianity  is  the  revelation  of  immortality.'' 
Johnson  admitted  it  was. 


>  See  Plott 's  "  History  of  Staflhrdshire,"  p.  88.,  and  the 
authorities  referred  to  by  him.  —  Buswill. 

*  This  is  not  quite  true.  It  is.  indeed,  more  probable  that 
one  or  two  witnesses  should  lie.  than  that  a  miracle  should 
have  happened  ;  but  that  distant  and  unconnected  witnesses 
and  circumstances  should  concur  in  evidencing  a  falsehood, 
—  and  that  falsehood  one  in  itself  unnatural,  —  woulil  bo  as 
miraculous  as  anv  miracle  in  Scripture ;  and  thus,  by  Hume's 
own  argument,  tne  balance  of  probability  is  in  favour  of  the 
miracles.  —  Crokek. 

*  This  is  loosely  eipressed.  The  amciemU  believed  in 
immortality,  and  even  a  state  of  retribution.  One  sect,  at 
least,  of  the  Jews,  as  well  as  the  Mahomedans,  acknowledge 
a  Aiture  state.  On  so  vital  a  question  it  Is  not  safe  to  rest 
on  Mr.  Boswell's  colloquial  phrases,  which  have  some  Ira. 
portance  when  they  appear  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  admtttkm 
of  Dr.  Johnson.  Immortality  is,  indeed,  assured,  and  a 
thousand  social  blessings  and  benefits  are  vouchsafed  to  us 
by  the  Christian  revelation ;  but  "  the  great  article  of 
Ckristittuitif  "  Is  surely  the  ATONusnrr !—  Cbokbr. 
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In  tlip  i'vening^  a  fi;enrleman  ijirmsr,  who 
was  on  a  visit  at  Dr.  Taylor's,  attempted  to 
dispute  with  Johnson  iii  favour  of  Mungo 
CiMiijilwll,  who  shot  AlexuTulor,  Eitrl  of  Kg- 
Hntouiie,  u]>on  hi^  having  luilcri,  when  retreat- 
ing tVom  uifi  lortlihip,  who  ht*  lielicvetl  was 
about  to  seij^e  his  gun,  ns  h*?  ha<l  threatoned  to 
lift.  lie  >*rt»d  he  »thuul(l  hiivi?  done  just  aa 
Campbell  did*  Johnson.  "Whoever  would 
do  a:«  C'ainpbeli  «iid,  deserves  to  be  hanged; 
not  thtit  1  cotdtl,  H3  a  jurjmun,  have  foufid  him 
h'jrallv  ^tiilty  of  uiurder;  l>ut  1  am  glud  they 
found  miyms  to  convict  hiui."  '  The  gentleujan 
farmi*r  said,  "  A  piwr  instn  hn^  ha  much  honour 
us  a  rich  man;  and  Campbell  had  that  to  defend." 
Johnson  exchumcd,  *'  A  poor  maJi  has  no 
honour,"  The  Engliali  yeonuin,  not  dismnyed, 
proceeded  :  "  Lord  Eglintoune  was  a  damned 
fool  lo  run  on  upon  Carapi>ell,  after  being 
warned  that  Cttuij>bell  would  i^hoot  him  if  he 
did."  Johoiioii,  who  could  not  b<?ar  any  thing 
like  sweariup,  ang^rily  replied,  "  lie  wus  riot  a 
dumned  fool :  he  only  thought  too  well  of 
Ciunpl>cU»  He  did  not  bt^lieve  Cum|)bell 
woul<l  \w  Hueh  a  dnnmed  at*oundrel,  aa  to  do  so 
tliuiitiffii  a  tiling."  His  emphasis  on  damned^ 
accompanied  with  frowiiiti;^  looks,  reprovotl 
hi*  opf)onent's  want  of  deC4>rum  in  hi&  pre- 
sence. 

Tsdktng  of  the  d&niTer  of  being  mortified  by 
rejection,  when  making  approaches  to  the 
aci(naintanee  of  the  great,  I  observed,  **  I  Am, 
however,  generally  for  trying:  *  Nothing 
venture,  nothing  have.'  "  ./ousson,  "  Vm' 
true.  Sir;  but  1  hav«  >dwrtys  been  more  afraiil 
of  failing,  ihjin  hoj>eful  of  success."  And, 
indeed,  though  he  hud  all  just  reapect  for  rank^, 
no  man  ever  Icsa  ci^urted  the  favour  of  the 
great,  • 

During  this  interview  tit  Ashbourne^  John- 
son tjociiied  to  he  uutre  uniformly  social,  cheer- 
fid,  and  alert,  than  I  hud  almost  ever  seen  him, 
lie  was  pn»mpt  oti  great  occasions  and  on 
stnflll.  lay  lor,  who  praised  cvury  thing  of  his 
own  to  exoejw,  in  short,  **  whose  geese  were  all 
swans,**  as  the  proverb  says,  extiatiated  on  the 
ejtcellenoe  of  his  buli-»Iog,  which  he  told  us 
WH8  **  perfectly  well  shaped."  Johnson,  after 
examininir  the  aninnd  ttttcntively,  thu!»  ro- 
pres9t*d  the  vatn-glory  of  our  host:  —  "No, 
Sir,  he  rs  lutt  will  shaped  ;  tur  there  ia  not  the 
i|uiek  transition  from  the  thickne9.s  of  the  fore- 
part, to  the  tenuity —  i]iQ  ihin  part — behind, 
which  a  bull-don;  ought  to  have.'  This  tennil^ 
was  the  only  hard  word  that  I  heard  hlra  use 
during  this  interview,  and  it  will  be  observed, 
he  int$tun(ly  put  another  OJtpre^sion  in  itj* 
pliK'e.     Taylor  vaid,  a  small  ouU-dog  waa  m 


♦  Th«  cxpmiifMi  attrlitm'>-"i  in  Uk  i-'Xt  'o  Jo1iti<.r«n  U.  I 
iJiImIi,    om«'    lit   n»r   w»u  -  U 

♦rir*  r-.-iritiilltv  i..'l I  I  1 

lull  I 

OfClM 

ttot).       *.tiiLijii.jnnj    ti'ttniii  kU'iJ   in*   <»»««    <«•<'    III    |iii«iiii.      n.    1% 


^ood  ;i*i  a  htrge  one,  JoHTHtoM.  ' 
in  pi'ofxirtion  lo  hia  sijce,  he  haa  m 
your  argument  would  prove,  that  a  |t»H>*l  bitf 
dog  may  be  us  smalt  as  a  motu^.**  U  wi 
amazing  how  he  entered  with  p» : 
keenness  upon  every  thinu  tlni! 
conversation.  Mo  i  '      ^  .  wij 

no  more  think  of  '  alaiat 

bull-dog,  than  of  .li...  k..!-  ,i  ...ui. 

1  cannot  allow  any  friigmrnt  whatevfrf 
Uoat^  in   my  memory   cot*cerning    the 
subject  of  this  work  to  be  lost,     llioi 
anmll  particular  may  appear  trifling*  i"  ?«'ti 
will  be  relished  by  others;  whil 
spark  adds  something  to  tbe  g' 
and  to  please  the  true,  candid,  waitu  tui<i 
of  Johnson,  and  in  any  degTf»o   incre 
eplendour  of  his  reputation,  1  ' 
sbafta  of  ridicuJe,  or  even  of  i; 
of  them  have  bee  u   '      '         m  ur  my   ".Jr-ij 
ofa  Tour  to  the  i  yet   il  still 

unhurt  along  the  ^h'.hu  wf  tuue,  «atl 
attendant  upon  Johnson, 

**  Pursues  the  triumph,  and  partskei  Uic 

One  morning  after  breakfaet,  when  the 
shone  bright,  we  walked  out  lrijrnth«rr. 
"pored"  lor  some  time  with  pK) 
upon  an  artificial  waterfall,  whi<  i 
had  made  by  buildiug  a  strong  dykj  L.f  jic 
acrot^s  the  river  behind  the  gardett.  Jt 
now  somewhat  obstructed  by  brnncben  of  Ufd* 
and  other  rubbish^hich  had  come  d*)wii  iIk 
river,  and  settled  close  to  it.  Job-  —  ■ 
from  a  desire  to  see  it  play  nriu. 

partly  from  that  inclination  to  a  , 

will  animate  at  time^  the  most  inert  and 
gish  mortal,  took  a  long  pole  whitb  \%  .:o 
on  a  bank,  and  pushed  clown  s*n » 
this  wreck  with  painliil  a^Htduity,  ^  , 

quietly  by,  wondering  to  behold  tL*'  sugt* 
curiously    employed,     and     smiling 
humorous    satisfaction    each    time    y 
carried  his  point.     He  worked  till  bei 
out  of  breath;  and  having  found  a  large 
cat  so  heavy  that  he  could  not  movt^  If 
several   ciTorts,    *'Corae,"   said   he    (thi 
down  the  pole ),  "you  shall  take  it  now  ;' 
I  accordingly  did,  and  being  a  fresh  ui« 
made  the  cat  tumble  over  the  caacMl8» 
may  be  laughed  at  as  too  triflini;   lo 
but  it  tH  a  small  charucteriatic 
Flemish  picture  which  I  gjve   > 
and  in  which,    therefore,    1    mark    ib« 
minute  particulars.  And  let  it  be  r»"»mf?ml 
that  '*^30p  at  play  "  is  one  r»f  tl 
apologues  of  antiquity.     [Phttd, 


rhut  iliK  r  . 

ent*il  ; 
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Wishing  to  be  sat isfieil  what  ile^cc  of  tniili 
tlicre  was  in  a  story  which  ti  friend  of  Jolin- 
ion*?  v>m\  xi\hw  hi\*\  tol<l  mc  to  his  iliwitlvantjirtc, 
I  mcntianefl  It  to  him  in  direct  t^TUis ;  ttntl  it 
WHS  to  this  ufliict ;  —  thut  u  gotiUoinim*  who 
\ui*\  livc'tl  in  {^rrjit  inliniaey  with  Iiim,  shown 
him  tuiich  kin(ines<i,  and  evon  reheved  him 
from  u  spungio^r-hou^e,  having  jtitcTwards 
fnUiMi  into  l»ftd  circumstances,  was  one  day, 
when  Johnson  wa*  at  dinner  with  him,  seized 
for  debt,  and  carried  to  prison ;  that  Johnson 
!snt  still  undit^turbeii,  and  went  on  eating  and 
drinkinjir;  upm  which  the  gentleman'^  sbtor, 
who  wti8  preM?nt,  could  not  suppress  her  in- 
dijj^nalion  ;  "  What»  Sir ! "  said  she,  '*  arc  yon 
so  unfeelin/x,  a*  not  even  to  offer  to  go  to  my 
brother  in  his  distress  ;  vou.  who  have  been  so 
iinn'h  olili;icd  to  liim  ?  *  And  that  Johnson 
answered,  **  Madam,  I  owe  him  no  obligiition  ; 
whiit  he  did  for  me  he  would  have  done  for  u 
dojz," 

Johnson  assured  me,  that  the  story  was 
absolutely  false ;  but,  like  a  man  conseimis  of 
bein^  in  the  right,  and  desirous  of  comnletely 
vindicating  himself  from  such  a  charge,  he  ditl 
not  arrogjunly  rest  on  a  mere  denial,  and  on 
his  general  character,  but  proceeded  thus:  — 
'Sir,  I  was  very  intimate  wilh  that  gentleman, 
and  was  once  relieved  by  him  from  an  arrest ; 
but  I  never  wai?  present  when  he  vrm  arrested^ 
never  knew  that  he  was  arretted,  audi  believe 
he  never  was  in  difficulties  after  the  time 
when  he  ix^Iicved  me.  1  loved  him  much  ; 
yet,  in  talking  of  his  general  character,  I  may 
have  said,  though  I  do  not  remember  that  I 
ever  did  say  so,  that  as  his  generosity  proceeded 
fr«nn  no  principle,  but  was  a  pmrt  of  his  pro- 
fusion, he  wotdd  do  for  a  dog  what  he  would 
do  for  a  friend ;  but  I  never  applied  this 
remark  tu  any  particular  instance,  and  certainly 
not  tAi  his  kindness  to  me.  If  a  profuse  lutin, 
who  does  not  value  his  money,  and  gives  a 
large  sum  to  a  whore,  gives  hjilf  oamuch,  or  an 
etpjally  hirge  sum,  to  relieve  a  friend,  it  cannot 
be  esteemed  aa  virtue.  This  was  .nil  that  I 
could  say  of  that  gentleman ;  and,  if  said  at 
all,  it  must  have  been  said  niXvf  his  death. 
Sir*  I  would  have  gone  to  the  worltl's  end  to 
relieve  him.  The  remark  about  the  dog,  if 
made  by  me.,  was  such  a  sally  as  might  escape 
one  when  painting  a  man  highly." 

On  Tue^sday,  September  23.,  Johnson  was 
remarkably  cordial  to  mc-     It  l>eing  necessary 


<   le  arpeinri  from  part  of  the  ririginol  Jtiumd  tti  Mr.  An- 

ftt'T.T.)n'.  fap.T.,  0.  il   th.'   rri..|„l  .*Im   l.ild  fl..-  'I-pf  w  i.   Mr. 


'i"l> '>'■>•'•    fi •Lii.uiiv    !..■(  tv.-i.Mi,    iiim    .mil  i»r.   .loltiinon.  ^ 


vAM  frv<)iientljr 


for  me  to  return  to  Scotland  soon,  1  Had  ^xtd 

on  the  next  day  for  my  petting  out,  and   I  f«|i 

a  tender  concern   at  the   thought   of  p 

with  him.     He  had,  at  this  time,  frankly 

municat^d  to  tne  nian^*  particultir 

iuserted  in  this  work  m  their  pi 

and  once,  when   I  happened  to  i- 

the  expense  of  ray  jannt  wouhl  i- 

more  than  I  had  con»[»ute*l,  he 

Sir,  if  the  expense  wei'e  to  be  an  ir. 

vou  would  have  rcJiium  tn  regret  ii 

have  had  the  money  to  spend,  I  kiu^w  owt 

yon  could  have  purchased  as  much  \%U 

with  it  in  any  other  way/' 

During  this  interview  at  Ashbourne,  Joha^ 
5on  and  I  frequently  talked  with  wrind«»rftil 
pleasure  of  mere  trifles  which  had  ot'curro<l  io 
our  tour  to  the  Hebrides ;  for  it  hjul  left  ji 
most  agreeable  and  lastmg  impression  u\^im  li» 
mind. 

He  found  fault  with  me  for  using  the  ^hraae 
to  make  money.     *' Don't  vou  see.,*'    kau\   T>,« 
"the  imjiropriet?  of  it  ?    l*o  make  n 
to  coin  it ;  you  should  say  get  money.' 
phrase,  however,  is,   I  think,  pretty 
But  Johnson  was  at  all  time?  jealon?'  t! 
tions  up<jn  the  genuine  Engli!>h  li'- 
prompt  U>  repress  eoUcKjuiul  buH.. 
as  pledging   iuyaelf  tor   under taktng  ; 
df^partment   or    branrh^    as  the    eipil    / 
banking  line.     He  wiis  particularly  \\\ 
against  the  almost  universal  use  of  1 1 
ulea^  in  the  sense  ^y'i  notion  or  o/jPf  ■- 
is  clear  tliat  idea  can  only  ?igndy  - 
which  an  image  can  be  formed  i 
We  may  have  an  idea  or  image  ol 
a  tree,  a  building ;  but  we  cann(>t 
an  klea  or  inui^e  of  an  arpimerU  or  pr«i 
Yet  we  hear  the  sages  of  the  law  **  »!• 
their  idea*  upon  the  i|ue<tion  under  inm 
tion;"    and  the  first  sjiieakers  in   na 
"  entirely  coinciding  in  the  idea  which  1 ; 
ably  stated  by  an  honoui-able  ntemb> 
"reprobating  an  itka  as  uncnusiit     " 
fraught  with  the  most  danju'emus  ^ 
to  a  grcjit  tmd  free  country."    J  uL . .  - ,  .ti  i  .j . » ,  ■ 
this  '*  modern  eaut.'* 

I  pereeivetl  that  he  pronounci'd    tl..*   *.  ,,' 
hftird^  as  if  s|>elt  wilh  a  douhle  e,  A 
of  sounding  it  Aerr/,  a*  is  most  \i-^ 
He  said,  his  reason  w»i>i,  that  if  it  tt . 
nounced  Aerrf,   there  would  be   a  ein. 
ception  from  the  English  pronanciatioa  i^ 


wrltt<m,   ta  dnul>t1pft  U  vrni  frnnunrM.  AonC, 

I)4Klor  Hnil   thoiiffht  .fi-hii^v-ii'i   tiriiniirK-i4r«.. 
(Rtn,  imd  III  < 


wofiU,  iiu'«  inutioutK.rtl^i'iir't/, ^c  :  litii  M^tliM 
ni->l  CbcjHf  et  notynit  /vjm^mU  iu  Ku|cli*li._  i 
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grnduallj."  I  ventured  to  ask  liim  whether, 
altlnKigh  t.bo  words  of  some  texts  of  Scripture 
seemed  strong  in  support  of  the  dreadful  dor- 
trine  of  an  eternity  of  punishment,  we  might 
not  hope  thtit  the  denanciatioii  was  figurative, 
and  would  not  literally  be  ejcccuted,  Joum*  i 
&0N,  "  Sir,  you  ai"e  to  consider  the  intention  of 
puTiishnient  in  a  future  at^te.  We  have  no 
rcajion  to  be  sure  that  we  shwll  then  be  no 
longer  liable  to  oOend  against  Gtxi.  We  do 
not  know  that  even  the  an^ela  are  quite  in  n 
stJite  of  security  ;  nay,  we  Know  that  some  of 
them  have  fallen.  It  may  therefore,  perhaps, 
be  necessuJ^,  in  order  to  preserve  both  men 
aud  angels  in  a  state  of  rectitude,  that  they 
ahould  bftve  continually  before  them  the  pu- 
ninhinent  of  those  who  have  deviated  from  it ; 
but  we  hope  that  by  £(ome  other  means  a  fidl 
from  rectitude  may  be  prevented.  Some  of 
the  f.ext«  of  Scripture  upon  this  subject  are, 
as  you  observe,  indeed  strong ;  but  tney  may 
admit  of  a  mitigated  interpretation.**  He 
talked  to  me  upon  this  awful  and  delicate  qoes* 
tirm  in  a  gentJe  tone,  and  u  if  afraid  to  be 
decisive. 

AlYcr  supper  T  accompanied  him  to  his  apart- 
ment, and  ut  my  requei^t  he  dictated  to  me  an 
argunxciit  in  favour  of  the  negro  who  was  then 
claiming;  his  Hberty,  in  an  action  in  the  court 
of  sfsaiou  in  Scotland-  He  had  always  been 
vcrj  z(!aIous  us^ainst  slavery  in  every  form,  in 
which  I  with  all  deference  thought  that  he  dis- 
covered *'  a  zeal  without  knowledge/'  Upon 
one  oecaeion,  when  in  company  with  some  very 
p;pnvc  men  at  Oxford,  his  tj:ni»t  was,  *'  Here's  to 
the  next  insurrection  of  the  nc|?roes  in  the 
West  Indies."  Mia  violent  prejudice  against 
our  West  Indian  and  Amencnn  settlera  ap- 
peared whenever  there  was  an  op[^o^tunity. 
Towards  the  conclusion  of  hi*  *' Taxation  no 
Tyrarmy,"  he  says,  "  How  h  it  that  we  hear 
the  loudest  t/eips  for  liberty  amons  the  drivcrsi 
of  negroes  P  *'  and  in  hi?  conversatjon  with  Mr, 
Wilke**  he  asked,  "  Where  did  Beckford  and 
Trecothick  learn  Enj^lish  ?  "  [^»/e,  p.  517.] 
That  Trecothick  could  both  speak  and  write 
good  Enjilish  is  well  known.  I  my&elf  was 
favoured  with  his  correspondence  concerning 
the  brave  Corficans.  And  that  Beckford  could 
fijicuk  it  with  a  spirit  of  honest  re.iolution  even 
to  his  majesty,  aa  his  "  faithful  lord  mayor  of 
London,"  i,-*  commemorated  by  the  noble  monu- 
ment erected  to  him  in  Guildhall.' 

The  ar^unent  dictated  by  Dr.  Johnson  wa« 
aa  follows :  — 

**Jt  must  be  agreed  that  in  most  ages  many 
countries  hvve  had  part  of  their  inhabitants  in  a 
state  of  slavery  i  yet  it  mHy  hst  doubted  whether 
slavery  can  ever  be  supposed  the  natural  couditioa 
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of  man.      It  is  im]iM)ssible  not  lo  poor  r       '    "  rnun 
iu  tbe'tr  original  6tate  were  (;'qu;il;  iffi- 

cult  to  imagine   how  one  would   b^:         ^         1   t» 
another  but  by  violent  compulsioa.    An  tiidividu*l 
may,  indeed,  forfeit  his  liberty  by  a  crime  ;  by|  be 
cannot    by  that  crime  forfeit  tbe  liberty    of  bit 
children.     What  u,  true  of  a  criminal  sevm*  true 
likc«eisc  of  a  captive.    A  man  may  accept  life 
a   conquering    fnciuy    on    condition    of   pei 
servitude;  but  it  is  very  doubtful  trhuthcr 
entail  that  servitude  on  his  descciidants ;  forno! 
can  stipulate  without  commission  fbr  another, 
condition   which  he  liimiielf  accepts,    hi«   khi    or 
grandson  would  have  rejected.   If  we  should  admtt« 
what  perhaps  may  with  more  reason   be  d«>nit.*d, 
that  ttiere  ore  certain   relatione  between  man  and 
m.in  which   may  make  slavery  necessary  and  j**"* 
yet   it  can  never   be  proved  ttiat  he  who  i>  ^i 
suing  for  hiK  fret'dom  ever  stood  in  anyoftir 
relations.     He  h  certainly  subject  by  no  law,  Uui 
that   of   violence,    to    his   present   master ;     who 
pretends  no  claim   to  his   oliedience,   but   that  he 
bought  him  from  a  merchant  of  slaves,  who'M:  rii^ht 
to  sell  him  never  was  cxnmined.      It   is   said^  that 
according  to  the  constitutions  of  Jamaica  he  wai 
legally  enslaved  ;    them?  constitutions   are   merd  t 
positive ;  and  apparently  injurious  to  the  rights  (if 
mankind^  because  whoever  is  exposed  to    Mile   i* 
condemned  to  slavery  without  appeal,  by  *<  ^ 
fraud  or  violence  he  might  have   been    u 
brought  into  ihe  merchant's  power.      '  - 
time  princes  have  been  sold,  by  wn  f 
care  they  were  intrusted,  that  they  ir 
European   education ;    but  when  ooce   < 
brought  to  a  market  in  the  plantations,  liit 
avail   cither  their  dignity  or  ihtir   wtaugi&. 
laws  of  jAmaiea  afford  a  negro  no  redress* 
colour    is    considered    as    a    sul]icient    tesriwiooy 
against    him.       It   is   to   be   lamented   thai   moral 
rija;ht  should  ever  give  way  lo  political  couvifilejicc 
Itut  if  temptations  of  interest  are  sometitci«»  li» 
strong  for  human  virtue,  let  us  at   least  rcfalo  a 
virtue  where  there  is  no  temptation  to  quit  »t»     lo 
the  present  case  there  is  apparent  right  in%  oat 
and  no  convenience  on  the  other.      Inhabil 
thi%  isUnd  cnn  neither  gain  riches  nor   poi 
taking  away  the  liberty  of  any  part  of  the  hi 
species.     The    sum  of  the    argument    is    tl 
No  man  is  by  nature  the  property  of  aotithcr. 
defendant  is,  therefore,  by  nature  free,   'fb*?  rigi 
nature  must  be  some  way  forfeited  l>eforc  Utev 
be  justly  taken  away.     That  the  defendatr.  ' 
any  act,  furfeited  tbe  rights  of  nature,  wc  r. 
be  proved  ;  and  if  no  proof  of  such  fDrti.iiu;- 
be  given,  we  doubt  not  but  tbe  justice  of  ti«e 
will  declare  him  free." 

I  record  Dr.  Johtiaon*i?i  argtimt  t 
this  partictJar  case;  where,  |verl 
in  the  right    But  1  beg  leave 
most  solemn  protest  aj^^ainst  his  ■_ 
trine  with  respect  to  the  slave  tiAii,-.     i-taJ 
will  resolutely  say,  that  hJ^  unfavouritblc 
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plant  a  considerable  part  of  a  lar^  moorish 
IkriQ  which  I  had  purr'hiwiHl,  and  he  made 
several  calculations  of  ihe  expense  aud  profit ; 
for  he  delighti-d  in  Gxcrciauiijf  hia  mind  on  the 
science  of  numbers.  lie  pressed  upon  me  the 
importance  of  pkniing  ut  tlie  first  in  a  very 
siiflicient  nianner^  cjuotiun;  the  saying,  •*  ht  beffo 
lion  licet  biff  errarr  : "  and  aiiding,  "  this  ia 
equally  true  in  ptanlioir/* 

I  spnke  with  gratitude  of  Dr.  Taylor's  hns- 
pilality  ;  antl  as  evidctnce  that  it  wiis  not  on  ac- 
count of  hii*  good  table  ulone  that  Johnson 
visited  him  oftcn>  I  mentioned  a  little  anecdote 
which  had  escaped  my  friend's  recollection,  and 
ftt  hi^arinn;  which  repeated,  be  smiled.  One 
evening,  when  I  woa  sitting  witli  him,  Frank 
delivered  this  message  :  *■'  Sir,  Dr.  Taylor  sends 
his  corapliments  to  you,  and  begs  you  will  dine 
with  him  to-morrow.  He  h&s  got  a  hare." 
My  compliments,"  said  Jnhnsou,  "  aud  III  dine 
with  him  —  hare  or  rabbit."  * 

After  brcukfiist  I  departed,  and  pursued  my 
journey  northwoi'ds. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.   THRALE. 
(^ExlrticU.) 

"  Atlitwuroc,  Sept.  S.V  1777. 

**  B4>sw^ll  is  gone*  and  is,  t  hope,  pleaded  thnt 
be  lus  been  here ;  though  to  look  on  uny  thing 
with  plc«sure  is  not  very  common.  He  hiis  been 
gay  and  gocnl^lminoured  in  hi«  usual  wuy,  but  wi> 
hrtve  not  agreed  upon  way  other  eipedition.'* 

••  Scptrmbtr  29.  He  say»,  his  wife  does  ntit  love 
me  quite  well  jrct,  though  we  have  made  a  formsl 
peAce.  He  kept  his  journal  very  diligently  ;  but 
then  whitt  wai  there  to  journalise?  1  should  be 
glad  to  ice  what  he  *ays  of  [Taylor].*^ 
—  LtUert> 

I  took  my  post'choise  from  the  Green 
Mun,  a  very  good  Lnn  at  Ashbourne,  the 
miiitre^a  of  which,  u  mighty  civil  gentle- 
womtin^  ct>urt¥ying  very  low,  presented  mo 
with  un  cni^raving  of  the  si^n  of  her  house; 
to  which  she  had  subjoined,  in  her  own  bund- 
writinj;,  an  mldrci^s  in  such  sinpdar  simplicity 
of  style,  that  [  have  preserved  it  pasted  upon 
one  of  the  boards  of  my  original  Journtit  at 
this  time,  and  shall  here  insert  It  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  my  readera  :  — 

"  M.  Killingley's  duty  miits  upon  Mr.  BoswcU, 
IS  exceedingly  obliged  to  him  for  this  favour ; 
whenever  he  comis  this  way.  hopes  for  a  oon- 
tinunnce  of  the  »ame.  Would  Mr.  Boswell  name 
the  house  to  his  extensive  acqunintance,  it  wuuid 
b«  a  singular  fiivour  conferred  oa  one  who  h.ns  it 
Hot  in  her  poorer  to  make  any  other  return  but 
her  mi.»t  grmtrful  thanks  and  sincereiit  pruyctt 
for  his  happiness  in  tituc»  and  in  a  blessed  eter- 
nity.'* 

**  Tue«day  morning. " 

From  thi«  meetbg  at  Ashbourne  I  derived 

I  We  ■mil'*  in  th»»(;  lunuiiout  rl«]r*  »l  n  Preticndftrj'i 
eonitderint  a  hare  u  tucb  a  t«iivpting  delicacy.  —  Caoicsa. 


a  consideroble  accession  U*  my  Johni^niaii 
store.  I  commum'cated  my  original  Jounml 
to  Sir  WUliain  Forbes,  in  whom  I  Imrc  alwiiy* 
placed  deserved  confidence ;  and  what  he  wrote 
to  me  concerning  it  ia  so  much  tu  my  credit 
as  the  biographer  of  John&on,  that  my  readen 
will,  I  hope,  grant  me  their  indulgence  for 
here  inserting  it:  "It  is  not  once  *tr  twioe 
going  over  it,"  says  Sir  William,  '*  that  will 
satisfy  me  ;  fur  1  find  in  it  a  high  degree  of  id- 
Btruction  as  well  as  entertainment  r  -.mA  T  .b-^ 
rive  more  benefit  from  Dr.  Johns-  : 
discussions  than  I  should  be  able  i 
his  personal  conversation ;  for  I  supjMwc  iberr 
is  not  a  man  in  the  world  to  whom  he  dt*- 
closes  his  sentiments  m  freely  as  i 

I  cannot  omit  a  curious  circuns 
occurred  at  Edeusor-inn,  close  by  ♦JhuiAn  orUi, 
to  suney  the  magnificence  of  wliicb  I  ha>i 
gone  a  coaiiderabJe  way  out  of  my  ruad  to 
Scotland.  The  inn  was  then  kept  by  »  nay 
jolly  landlord,  whose  name,  I  think,  -  -'  m  'roti, 
lie  happened  to  mention  that  "  11  ud 

Dr.  Johnson  had  been  in  his  b-      .  i    In- 

quired who  this  Dr,  Johnson  was,  that  1  inight 
hear  my  host'a  notion  of  him.     "Sir,"   -.il  1  !i  , 
*^  Johnson,  the  great  writer ;  Odtlity 
coll  him.     He's  the  greatest  writer  in  1 
be  writes  for  the  ministry ;  he  has  a  coi 
ence  abroad,  and  leta  them  know  wha: 
on." 

My  ft'Icnd,  who  had  a  thorough  dependencr 
upon  the  authenticity  of  my  relation       '  ' 
any  embdlishment^  us  ftilsehoixi  orj^cli 
gently  cjtlled,  laughed  a  good  deal  at   im,  ,i- 
presentation  of  himself. 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

*' Edinburgh.  ^  rv)    oo   \-rrf_ 
•"  Mt  DKAR  Sia,  —  By   Ihe   first    {  rv 

you  of  my  tafe  arrivat  at  my  own  lu  '  tat 

I  had  the  eomfort  of  finding  my  wife  a^d  dujiirai 
aJt  in  good  health. 

"  When   I  look  back  upon  our  Ute  intern  irv,  8 
appears  to  me  to  have  answered  expecttitiou  T 
than  almost  any  scheme  of  happincn    tJmi  I 
put  in   execution.       My  Journal    is    stored 
wisdom  and  wit  j  and  my  memory  U  filled 
rocolk'Ction    of    lively   and    afTection^Ce 
which   no^,   I  think,   yield  me  more   icati 
than  at  the  time  when  they  were  first  euei 
have  experienced  ibis  upon  other  occAsiijAa. 
lie  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  explain  it  to 
it  seem^  wonderful  th:it   pleiiture  should  ] 
vivid  at  a  distance  than  when   near.      I 
mny  find  yourself  in  a  humour  to  do  me  this 
hut  I  flatter  myself  with  no  strong  hope  of  it 
have    observed,    that,    unles*    upon     v^ry 
occasion!,  your  letter*  to  me  arc  not 
thase  which  I  write,*' 

(I  then   expressed  much  uneasiness  thai 
had  mcntioneti  to  him  the  name  of  tlie 
man*  who  hud  told  me  tbe  story  mo 

*  Mr.  Beancterk.    8«e  amii,  p.  bm Cftwaaa. 
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a  very  difilcult  und  laboiiouB  rt'spiration ;  but  I  am 
better  by  purees,  abblinencet  and  uther  methods. 
I  am  yet,  howcvcT,  tnucb  brbind-^band  in  my  bedib 
and  re&t. 

**  Dr.  Blfttr\  scimonr  are  now  univcr^illy  com- 
mended ;  but  let  him  tlnnk  that  1  had  the  honour 
of  first  tindin^  and  linit  praising  his  excellencies. 
I  did  not  &tay  to  arid  my  voic«  to  tbit  at  the 
public. 

••  My  di»*r  friend,  let  me  thank  you  once  more 
for  yuur  visit ;  you  did  me  great  huuour,  and  I 
hope  met  with  nothing  that  diitplensed  you.  f 
•iiaid  long  at  Ashbourne*  not  much  pleased,  yet 
awkward  at  departing.  I  then  went  to  Lichfield, 
where  I  found  my  friend  at  Stowhill  [Mm.  Aston] 
very  dangerously  diaeasied,  Such  Is  life.  Let  us 
try  to  |i.vt«  it  welh  whaleTc-r  it  be^  for  there  is  surdy 
Miraething  beyond  it. 

*•  Wel)»  now,  I  hope  all  is  well ;  write  as  soon  as 
you  can  to.  dear  Hir^  &c^  Sak,  Jounso?*/* 


BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Edinbargb.  Not.  29,  im. 

**  Mr  oiAtt  Sm,  —  This  day's  post  has  at  length 
relieved  me  from  much  uneasinex-s  by  bringing 
mv  a  letter  frum  you.  I  was,  indeed,  doubly 
uneaty  ;  on  my  own  account  and  yours.  I  was 
vi-ry  auiious  to  be  secured  again<»t  any  had  con- 
fccquences  from  my  imprudence  in  mentioning  the 
gentletnnn'K  narae  who  had  told  me  a  btory  to  your 
disadvantage;  and  as  I  could  h.trdly  supfKise  it 
possible  that  you  would  dvlay  mj  long  to  make  me 
easy,  ualeu  you  vreru  ill,  I  was  not  a  little  ap- 
prehcn<*ivt'  about  you.  You  must  not  be  offended 
when  I  veiUure  to  tell  you  that  you  appear  to  me 
to  Imve  buen  too  rigid  upon  thi«  occasion.  Tlie 
*  cwMWnV/y  caution  tchich  (jave  yow  no  ftl^dKurr,'  was 
«iig)];ested  to  me  by  a  friend  here,  to  whom  I  men- 
tioned the  strange  story,  and  the  detection  of  lU 
^Uity,  as  an  imtance  how  one  may  be  dect^ived  by 
whut  is  apparently  very  good  authority.  But  as  I 
am  still  persuaded  that  as  I  might  have  obt-aJned 
the  truth  wuhout  mentioning  the  gentleman's 
name,  it  was  wrong  in  me  to  do  it,  I  cannot  ^ec 
that  you  are  just  in  blaming  my  caution.  Hut 
if  you  were  ever  so  just  in  your  disapprobation, 
might  you  not  have  dealt  more  tenderly  with 
me? 

"  I  w«nt  to  Auchinleck  about  the  middle  of 
October,  and  poK^sed  some  time  with  my  father 
very  comfortfiblv. 

♦*  I  nm  engaged  in  a  criminal  prosecution  against 
a  country  schoolmaster,  for  indecent  behaviour  to 
his  female  schulars.  There  is  no  statute  against 
such  abominable  cunduel ;  but  it  is  punishable  at 
common  law.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  your 
assistance  in  this  extraordinary  trial.  1  ever  am, 
&c.,  Jaiuk  Bo&VtULU"* 

Aboot  this  time  I  wrote  to  Johnson,  giving  him 
an  account  of  the  decision  of  die  Negro  cauae,  by 

'  Sae  Btate  Trlitlt.  vol.  xl.  p.  339.,  and  Mr,  Hargravi*'» 
arfunmt BosvriLi. 

*  The  motto  n»  U  *m  hsppUy  chosen  r  — 

*'  Quamrka  UIp  nlflt^r,  ijuuriTii  tu  c^undldus  eases.*" 
1  cannot  atuliil  tttpntlriining  a  drcutn«t4iiice  uo  lets  ttraage 
than  true,  tbut  «  brother  advocate  in  ccMuidcrable  practice 


the  court  of  session,  wliicli  bv  thopy  who  hold  t'vcni 
the  mjldc'st  and  Wst  rciruIaUMJ  ^l:lv<.'^y  itj  aIki— ] 
niination  (of  which  number  I  do  not  h(^itat«; 
to  declare  that  I  ain  none)  should  be  remem- 
bered wilii  high  respet't^  and  to  the  crrtlit  u 
Scotland;   (br  it  went  U[>on  a  much  binmdej 

ground  thitn  the  case  of  Somergfi^  which  w 
ectded  in  England';  being  tnJy  'he  u'-'neral 
question,  whether  a   per))etuid    '    ' 
service  to  one  master  m  any  nu 

ssinctifiecl   by  the  luw  of  a  frtv A 

negro,  then  called  Joseph  Knight^  a  native  f»f 
Africa,  having  been  brought  to  Jan  mi  in  in  the 
u^ual  course  of  the  slave  trade^  : 
hj  JL  Scotch  gentleman  in  that  is. 
tended  hiA  nuister  to  Scotland,  where  ii  wttJ 
officiously  suggested  to  him  that  be  wuuM  be 
found  entitled  to  his  liberty  without  any  Itiuit- 
otion.     lie  aceordingly  bn>ught  his  actioi^  in 
the  course  of  which  the  advocates  on  Ixrth  sides 
did  thetuselvea  f^reat  honour.     2Mr.  Mnclaurtn 
has  had  the  praise  of  Johnson^  for  his  argu- 
ment* in  favour  of  the  ne,gTO»  and  Mr.  Jlno- 
conochie^  distinguished  himself  on  the   game 
Bidc^  by  his   ingenuity  and  extraordinary  re- 
search.    Mr.  Cullen,  on  the  part  of  tlic  master^ 
discovered  ^ood  tnfonnation  and  sound  reason- 
ing; in  whrch  he  was  well  supported  tiy  Mr. 
Janiej  Ferguson,  remarkable  for  a  manly  un- 
derstanding, and  a  knowledge  both  of  bookj 
and  of  the  world.  But  I  cannot  too  highly  prfli«' 
the  speech  which  Mr,  Henry  Dunaas    fof^*^, 
p.233.]  generously  contributed  ttuhc 
the  sooty  stranger.      Mr.  Dundas's 
accent,  which  has  been  bo  often  in  ^     : 
as  an  objection  to  his  powerful  ;i 
liatnent^  was  no  disadvantage  to  li....  , 
country.      And  I  do  declare,  that  n 
memorable  nuestion  he  impressed   iiii 
believed  hts  audience,  with  Butl,    :,  ,  l  [     .  ^ 
were  produced  by  some  of  the  moHt    nameui 
orations  of  antiquity.     Tltis  testimony  1 
rally  give  to  the  excellence  of  an  old 
with  whom  it  has  been  my  lot  to  diflerl 
widely  upon  many  pobtieal  topics :  yr% 
suade  myself  without  malice.    A. 
of  the  lords  of  session  decided 
But  four  of  their  number,  the  Lura  i  u 
[Dundflft],  Lord  EUiock  [Veitch],  LortJ 
boddo  [Burnett],  and  Lord  Covi'/*   •-  '  f, 
hart],  resolutely  maintained  th. 
a  status^  which  baj  been  acknov. :     .^ 
,  ages  and  countries,   and   that  wben 
flourished,  as  in  old  Greece  and  Rome. 

[JOUNSON  TO  MRS.  GASTRKIX, 

**  DoU  Coort,  Dec.  Idk  \ 
**  Dear  Madam. —  Your  long  siWncc 
DO  good ;  yet  I  hope  the  daogvr  ia  not  m 


V  ILL 

*  A(l«rw«rdi  *  lord  of  ii^Mlnn,  )>v  (|» 
dawlmnk.  And  fcUirr  of  another  iora  of 
lUlc.  ~  Ciioaaa. 
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dau«f liter  Anno,  a  young  lady  of  uncommoQ 
talents  and  literature.* 

JOHNSON  TO  SAUNDERS  WELCH, 

•"Feb*  3.  1779. 

"  Dear  Sin,  ^  To  ha?e  suffered  one  of  my  beat 
and  di'ar(?st  friends  to  pass  almost  two  year*  in 
foreigm  ctHintrica  without  a  Itrtter,  has  a  very 
ftbamerul  appearance  of  ianttcntion.  But  the  truth 
is,  tUat  there  wtn  no  particular  time,  in  vhich  I 
had  anything  particular  to  &ay  ;  and  geucral  eX' 
prcssions  of  good  wUI.  I  hope,  our  long  friendship 
is  gTonrn  too  ^olid  to  want. 

•*  Of  public  affairs  you  have  information  from 
the  itesri|Hiper^  wherever  you  go,  for  die  EngVuh 
kticp  no  !»voret ;  and  of  other  things  Mrs,  Nol> 
lukecta  infunnit  you.  My  intelligence  could,  there* 
fore,  li*s  ijf  no  u*e ;  and  Mjm  Nancy's  letterj*  made 
it  unnecessary  to  write  to  yon  for  inforrnjttion  ;  1 
was  likewisie  for  some  time  out  of  humour,  to  6nd 
that  motion  und  n^rcr  approaches  to  the  i^un  did 
not  restore  your  licalth  so  fast  as  I  expected.  Of 
your  health  the  accounts  have  lately  been  more 
ple<iMng ;  and  I  have  the  gratification  of  imagining 
to  inywlf  a  length  of  yei»rs  which  I  hope  you. 
have  gjiined,  and  of  which  the  enjoyment  will  be 
improved  by  a  vast  accession  of  images  and  observ<p 
nliotis  which  your  journeys  and  various  residence 
have  enabled  you  to  make  and  aceumulatc.  You 
hiive  travelled  with  this  felicity,  ahnoist  peculiar  to 
yourself,  that  your  cumpanioii  t»  not  to  part  from 
you  at  your  journey's  end  ;  but  you  arc  to  Uve  on 
tojjether,  to  help  each  other's  recollections,  and  to 
supply  cacli  other's  omi-tHions.  The  world  has 
few  greater  pleasiures  than  that  which  two  friend» 
cfjjoy,  in  tracing  back,  at  some  dlMant  time,  those 
tmniuictiuu^  and  evcutJJ  through  which  ihey  have 
passed  ti»gelln;r.  One  of  the  old  man's  miseries 
is,  th»t  he  cannot  easily  find  a  companion  able  to 
part«ke  with  him  of  the  past.  You  and  your 
fellow  traveller  have  thU  comfort  in  store,  that 
your  conversation  will  be  not  ea:$ily  exhausted  ; 
one  witl  always  be  j^lad  to  tay  what  the  other  will 
always  be  willm^  to  hear. 

••  That  you  may  eryoy  this  pleasure  long,  your 
health  must  have  your  constant  attention.  I  sup- 
pose you  propose  to  return  this  year.  There  is  no 
need  of  haste  :  do  not  come  hither  before  the 
height  of  summer,  that  you  may  fall  gradually  into 
the  inconvenience*  of  your  native  clime.  July 
seems  to  be  the  proper  month.  August  and 
September  will  prepare  you  for  the  winter.  After 
liavin^  travelled  so  far  to  find  health,  you  muat 
take  care  not  to  lose  it  at  home  ;  and  I  hope  a 
little  care  will  ejfeclually  pre»»-ve  JL 

**  Miiis  Naiiey  has  doubtle^t  kept  a  constant  aiul 
copious   joumAl       She   must   not   expect   to   be 


'  The  frletidi.bip  between  Mr.  Wflch  and  blm  wai  un- 
limken.     Mr.  Welch  MnA  iiiit  m*nv  nioitthi  tM^for'*  him,  And 


welcome  when  she  returns  without  a  grvAl  man  of 
information.  Let  her  review  her  journul  often, 
and  set  down  wltat  she  flnd^  herself  to  baTe  o>mittcd, 
that  she  may  trust  to  memory  a.-*  little  hs  possible; 
for  memory  it  soon  confu.<>ed  by  a  quick  siic««ULkia 
of  things ;  and  she  will  grow  every  dav  less  «an> 
fident  of  the  truth  of  her  own  uarrativesv  unlets 
she  can  recur  to  some  written  memortaliL  If  ah« 
has  satisfied  herself  with  bints  instcaal  of  fulJ 
representations,  let  her  supply  the  dtf.  iiow 

while   her  memory    is    yet    fresh,    ,  :,ei 

father's  memory  may  hvlp  her.  li  .._  ..^.^it^% 
this  direction,  she  will  not  have  tniTelled  in  VAin  j 
for  she  will  bring  home  a.  book  with  which  ahe 
may  entertain  herself  to  the  end  of  U£»,  If  it 
were  not  now  too  late,  I  would  advise  her  tn  noT» 
the  impression  which  the  first  sight  of  j 
new  and  wonderful  made  upon  h^-r  mimL 
now  set  her  thoughts  down  a«  she  can  jv^^.l-ul 
them  ;  for,  faint  as  they  may  already  bc»  they  will 
grow  every  day  fainter. 

"  Perhaps   I   do  not  flatter  myself  unreiuonnt    < 
when  I  imagine  that  you  may  vish  to  know  som 
thing  of  me.      I  can  gratify  your  benevolence  with 
no  account  of  heulth.     The  hand   of  time,    or   of 
disease,  is  very  hvavy  upon  me.   I  pass  reM.l«ss  and 
uneasy   nights,   hanutsed  with  convulf-ioiis    of  av 
breast,  and  fiatu7encie$i  at  my  stomach  :  »tid    ic«**- 
Icsa  mgbts  make  heavy  days.      But  nothin 
mended  by  complaints,  and  therefore  !  v» 
an  end.      When  we  meet,  we  will  try  to  fiir,    r      ,, 
cares  and  our  maladies,  and  contribute,  as  t. ,    cui, 
to  the  cheerfulness  of  each  other.      Jf  I   bat)  #:tmc 
wiih    you,    I    believe  I  should  have  been  hcttn ; 
but  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  in  my  pow^ear.    t  ann, 
dear  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"Sjikl,  Jomu9it%»' 

This  letter,  while  it  Rives  admirable 
bow  to  travel  to  the  best  advantage,  unil 
ibGrefore  be  of  very  general  ws%  is 
eminent  proof  of  Johnson's  warm  and  ttfie 
ale  heart. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  LUCY  PORTEIL 


"  DzAK  Mad  AW,  —  I  ha%e   seven 
to  mention  which  I  have  hitherto  m 
judged  rightly  in  thinking  that  th. 
not  plea«e.    It  is  condemned  by  Mrs. 
Reynolds,  and  Mr».  Garrick;'»o  that 
probation  is  not  Angular. 

"  These  things  have  never  cost  me 
that  I  do  not  much  know  the  price, 
made  for  the  Exhibition,  and  shown 
the  arti?t,  who  is  n  man  of  reputatioi 
the  other  sculptors.  To  be  modelled 
I  believe,  twenty  guineas ;  but  the  ca^ts. 


Y  Thli  butt  U  now  (n  the  poMeasloo  of  Mrt . 


Mr. 

Ll/e  ttf  NoUtketu,  Ami  Mlu  tJAwkliik's  UefHtiirt  —  CaoKSit. 


ftouit  work.  ..  P.  C:i<»i.'«r|j«GMA». 
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too  mnny  to  misswiy  one  oi  uHy  and  I  am  (proud) 
tu  Iw  rctnemlxrrecl:  at  Ifist.  I  am  much  luftttT.  A 
itttie  cough  («til1)  remains,  which  will  not  confine 
me.  To  houses  (like  your*)  of  great  delicacy  I  am 
fiot  willing  to  bring  it. 

**  Now,  dear  Madam,  we  must  talk  of  busineu. 
Poor  DavIm.  the  bankrupt  bookselU'r,  is  •oliciting 
hii  fritfiidB  to  collect  a  small  sum  for  llie  rupuruliAM; 
of  part  of  his  liuusehotd  slulf.  Several  of  tbcm 
gave  htm  livi;  guineas.  It  wruuld  be  an  honour  to 
htm  to  owe  part  of  his  rtlii'f  to  Mrs.  MontH^u. 

'*  Ltt  me    th.ink    you,    Madam,  once  more,  for 
your    inquiry  ,;    you    h«vc,   perhaps,    amoog  your 
numerous  train  not  one  that  valuer  a  kind  word  or 
ft  kind  look  mote  than,  Maduni.  yours,  &c., 
— Montatfu  MS,  •*  Sak.  Johnsow," 


JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  MONTAGU. 

"  M*Tch  fi.  ms, 

"  Madam,  —  I  hope  Davie*,  who  doc*  not  want 
tplt,  doc*  not  want  graiiludt*,  mid  then  he  wiU  be 
almo.^t  as  thankful  for  the  hill  as  I  am  for  the  letter 
that  enehii^ed  it. 

*'  If  I  ilo  not  losiCi  vrhat  I  hope  always  to  keep, 
ray  reverence  for  trnniKrendent  merit,  I  sliall  con- 
liuut  to  be  with  uualicrablc  fidelity*  Madam,  your 
&c.,  Saj*.  Jowwson/'] 

— MoMagu  MS, 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Edinburgh,  Mtrch  12.  I77S. 
**  Mr  DEAJi  SiOt  —  The  alarmi  of  your  late  illness 
dL^ressi'd  me  but  a  few  houtb ,  for  on  the  evening 
of  the  day  Ih-At  it  reached  me,  I  found  it  contra- 
dieted  ill  *  Fhe  London  Chronicle,*  which  I  could 
depend  upon  as  autlicntic  concerning  you,  Mr, 
StnthiiD  being  the  printer  of  it.  I  did  not  »ec  the 
paper  in  which  '  the  approaclitng  extinction  of  a 
bright  luminary'  was  announced.  Sir  WilliAm 
Forbes  told  me  of  it ;  and  he  says  he  saw  me  so 
uneasy,  that  he  did  not  g,)ve  me  the  report  in  such 
fetroug;  terms  as  he  read  it.  He  afterwards  sent  me 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Langton  to  him,  which  relieved 
me  much.  1  am,  however,  not  quite  easy,  us  I 
have  not  heard  from  you ;  and  now  I  shall  not 
have  that  comfort  befbre  1  sco  you,  for  I  set  out 
for  London  to-morrow  before  the  post  comes  in. 
I  hope  to  be  with  you  on  Wedne*iday  moruiog : 
and  J  ever  am,  with  the  hin^hest  veneration,  my 
dear  Sir, your  mc^t  obliged,  faithful,  and  affectionate 
humble  servant,  Jamej  Boswtj.t..*" 


*  l>aogrht«rof  Df.Swtnfrn,  J«htJ«jq*i  g««lfatbrr  (anitrairiy 
tHra^facttr,  te^ani^.  v-  <>-  n.  I.),  anij  widow  of  Mr.  Dvamuu- 
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irunfite$  of  BoU  OmH Tom  Dmrin.  —  CammteJ 

itt  the  Bar  of  the  Htnue  of  QxtmmamM.  —  l%tm%n3 
0   Kempii.  —  Ute*  of  n  Diary.  —  Strict    AtUke* 
ffme    to     Truth,  —    Ofioft$. — John     H^r^cy.    — 
Akthiadtu*  Doff.  — Emiijraiiott^  —  /\iHianunL  - 
JCtinfutnct.  —  Hace    HunUri.  —  lri»h    Ldtmyiu^jr 

—  Tfiicknenxet  **  Travth."  ^-^  Ilone^y. Ttrnp- 

ttitian Dr.   Kennt^^'t    TVa^ipcrfy,  —  Shf^tiny   « 

Ifif/hwajfUiUH. — Mr.  /J«n«irt<3i,  —  t'-  — 

J^xity  of  Narration,  —-  Mr$.  Monf' 

ff  Sali/bury. —  Drjiniiion,  —    WT^-    ,  — 

PifiLture.  —  GtUtUtnith.  —  CAu   '.  ■    (/„      J     i,^  

BcMt    Engligh  Strmonf, — "  Stot.i^     SixHrAjnif  " 

On  Wednesday,  Murch  18.,  I  arrivtMl  in  Lon- 
don, and  vraa  informed  by  gocxl  Mr.  Fnui'  ir. 
thut  his  master  was  b^tttr,  and  wa? 
Mr.  Thrule's  at  Streatham^  to  whirli 
wrote  to  him,  bcg^ging  to  know  w)i  ^a 

be  in  town.     He  was  not  e.xpec  i  n- 

time;  but  next  day,  having  called  uu  J 
lor,  in  Dean's-yard,  Westminster,  I  fo 
there,  ttml  wa*  (old  he  had  come  t 
few  hours.     He  met  lue  wiih  hi^ 
ness,  but  instJintly  returned  to  H 
something  on  which  he  was  empi 
fjime  in,  and  on  wluch  he  secraed 
Finding  him  thus  engaged,  1  tu 
very  short,  and  had  no  more  of  I 
tion,  except  his   expressing  a  >. 
that  a  friend  of  ours  [Mr.  Langtoi 
at  too  much  expense,  eonsidering  h*jvr  fMMirj 
appearance  he  made :  "  If,"  said  b»».  »*  n 
has  splendour  from  his  expense,  *     ' 
his  money  in   ptide  or  in   plea 
Talue ;  but  if  he  lets  others  spend  tr  i.  -r 
which  is  most  commonly  the  case,  ho  ha#  w 
advantage  from  it.*' 

On  Friday,  March  *20.,  I  found  him  Kt  V' 
own  house,  sitting  with  Idra.  Willifim*  j^tiuj 
informed  that  the  room  foriin  d  tai 

was  now  approprialed  to  a  c  1.  ;  iin:« 

Mrs.  Desmoulins  ',  and,  I  think,  • 
and  a  Mi.<ia  Carniichael,  beinj,'  tNi 
Such  was  hJa  humanity,  and  ^^ 
that  Mrs.  Desmoulins  hensell  ' 
her  half  a  guinea  a  week,     LlL  it  he 
bered,  that  this  was  above  a  twelfth  part  tffi 
pensbn.' 


with  QunrilMTleiis  compUinU ;  and  be  Q*nl 
thcjr'  made  htt  life  ntil»enble  from  Cb«  impta 

of  IDoJlfog  their*    h,ii.iiv     uli<n   *.»..rv  f-.,..., 

one  wa*  worm* 

bUitne  tbplr  inv 
would  liutantlv 
tho  other;  Biid';i 
not  horn  to  mft' 
rlcDcwl.'*  —  Ant  1 


BOS  WELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1778. 


fju't :  it  was  not  an  old  tvofnan^  hut  nn  old  man, 
whom  I  niciitioiied  ua  Unviiig  told  me  tliis,"  I 
|>pesuroed  to  tuke  tm  opfKjrtuiiiJ.y,  in  the  nru- 
senue  of  Jobtitton,  of  showing  thb  livdy  Wiy 
bow  ready  aha  was,  unintentifinftUy,  to  deviate 
from  ejciict  mithenticity  of  imnutioa. 

TUomtis  {\  Kempis  (he  observed)  must  be  a 
good  I  took,  iLi  the  world  has  opened  it^*  anna  to 
receive  it.  It  ia  said  to  have  been  printed,  in 
out;  Utii;;ua^e  or  other,  as  many  times  as  there 
have  hwn  months  since  it  fir!^t  came  out.  *  1 
always  was  atrucJt  with  this  eculence  in  it : 
"  Be  not  angry  that  you  cannot  make  others  as 
you  wish  iheui  to  be,  since  you  cannot  make 
yourself  aa  you  wish  to  be.  * 

He  ftaid,  "1  was  an^y  with  Ilurd  about 
Cowley,  for  having  published  a  selection  ot"  his 
works :  but,  upon  better  consideration,  I  tJiink 
there  is  no  impropriety  in  a  man's  publishing 
as  much  as  he  chooses  of  any  author,  if  he  does 
not  put  tlie  rest  out  of  the  way.  A  man,  for 
instance,  may  print  the  Odes  of  Horace  alone." 
Ho  seemed  to  be  in  a  more  indulgent  humour 
rhaii  when  this  subject  waa  discussed  between 
him  ami  Air.  Muqrhy. 

When  we  were  at  tea  and  coffee,  there  eanae 
in  Lord  Trhiilestown,  in  whose  family  was  an 
ancient  Irish  peeraj^e,  but  it  suifered  by  taking 
the  generoujj  aide  In  the  trouble*  of  the  last 
century-^  He  waa  a  mau  of  ple^i^ing  couvei-sa- 
tion,  and  wm  accompauied  by  a  young  gentle- 
man, his  son. 

I  mentioned  that  I  had  in  my  posseaaion  the 
Life  of  Sir  Rol>erl  Sibbald,  the  celebrated 
Scottish  antiquary,  and  Ibunder  of  the  royjU 
college  of  physiriaus  at  Edinburgh,  in  the 
original  manns^^riot  in  bis  own  handwhting; 
and  that  it  was,  1  believed,  the  most  natural 
and  candid  account  of  himaelf  that  ever  was 
given  by  any  man.  As  an  instance,  he  telU 
tiiftt  the  Duke  of  Perth,  then  chancellor  of 
Scotland,  pr«»8tJ<l  him  verjr  nmcb  to  come  over 
to  llie  Roman  Catholic  faith ;  that  he  resisted 
all  his  grttc!e'a  argument?  for  a  considerable 
time,  till  one  day  be  felt  himself,  as  it  were, 
initantaneouslv  convinced,  and  wilh  tears  in 
his  eyes  ran  mto  the  duke's  arm!><,  and  em- 
braced the  ancient  religion  ;  that  he  continued 
very  steatly  in  it  for  some  time,  and  aocom« 

fMinied  his  grace  to  London  one  winter,  and 
ived  in  hini  household ;  that  there  he  iVmntl  the 
rigid  fasting  prescribed  by  the  church  very 
severe  upon  him  j  that  thi*  disposed  him  to  re- 
coniider  the  controversy ;  and  having  I  hen 
seen  that  he  was  in  the  wrong,  he  returned  to 
Proteatantiiini.  I  talked  of  some  time  or  other 
publishing  thL»  curious  life.   Mba.  Tbbale.  *'*'  I 


»  Tht  Brtt  tAMon  wm  in  1498.     Betwrim  th«t  period  aikJ     qiialem  vli.  quomodo  poirrii  allum  *d  tuutn  hMtmw 

(Tu'*     ..,«...  r.ii  I  >.r    I,,  ti.ii    .rrniint     <i  \ii' Tf  '.kt^Tf    :t  Kjiii   ■>><  itVi 'tin .       fUum  '  '       DrhfiK  <%ri>(    lib    I    r    *»l    —  J    lJo»*l 


tliink  you  had  as  well  let  alone  that  publa< 
To  discover  such  weakness  exfjOM^  a  mnn  wImeq 
he  is  gone,"    Joitxbon*  "Nav,  it  '  m 

picture  of  human  nature.     How  • 
primary  motives  of  our  greatest    U'liorts 
small   as   Sibbald's    for    big    re^conYersioD  T 
Mrs.  Tuhale,  "  But  may  they  nor    -  -  ■ 
forgotten?"     JoussoN.  "  No,  M;i 
loves  to  review  his  own  mind»     Tli 
of  a  diary  or  journal."     Load  Tl 
"True,  Sir.     As  the  ladies  love  t 
selves  in  a  glass,  so  a  man  likes  to  bvu 
in  his  journal."     Uoswell.    "A  very 
allusion."     Johnson.    *'  Yea,   indeed."  '  Bc5^ 
WELii.  "And  as  a  lady  adjusts  her  dress  b^ofp 
a  mirror,  a  man  adjusts  his  character  by  ^ 
at  his  journal/*    1  next  year  found  i: 
5ame  thought  in  Att^arbury's  *"*•  Fun.     ' 
on  Lady  Cutts  j"  where,  having  n. 
Diary,  he  says,  **^  In  this  glas««  sla    .  v 
dressed  her  mind/'     This  is  a  proof  ■ 

cidence^  and  not  of  plagiarism ;  for  I  bxm  ., 

read  tliat  sermon  before. 

Next  morning,  while  we  were  at  bnukfji-t, 
Johnson  gave  a  very  earnest  recomtnt  i 
of  what  he  himself  practised  with  tbe 
conscientiousness  :  I  mean  a  strict  atln 
truth  even    in  the  most  minute    pan. 
^'Accustom   your   children,"   said   he,    '*  txio* 
fiiantly  to  thi«:   if  &  thing  happened   ni 
window,  and  they,  when  relating  it,  say 
happened  at  another,  do  not  let  it  pnaa, 
instantly  check  them  :  you  do  not  V-    ■- 
deviation  from  trutl)  will  end,"   1^ 
may  come  to  the  dofir :    and  wL 
account  is  at  all  varied  in  one  cir* 
may  by  degrees  be  varied  go  as  tt 
different  from  what  really  hjip|)ened/     Ovf 
lively  hostesj},  whose  fancy  was  impatient 
the  rein,  fidgetjed  at  this,  and  ventured  to 
"  Nuy,  this  is  too  umeh.    If  Dr.  John«MLm 
forbid  me  to  drink  tea,  I  would  • 
hliouJd  feel  the  restraint  only  twit^ 
little  variations  in  narrative 
thousand  times  a  day,  if  one 
watching/'     Joni«i»opr.    "W«i;,    - 
you  ofight  to  be  perpetually  wati 
more  from  carelessness  about  truth,  i-.„ 
intentional  lying,  that  there  is  so  mucli 
ho<xi  in  the  world." 

In  his  review  of  Dr.  Warton's  '^  Es$ay  ou  ^] 
Writings  and  (ienius  of  Pope,"  Juhn»an  bi 
given  the  following  salutari'  caution  ufjon  tL' 
subject :  *'  Nolliing  but  experience  couUI  tfm- 
the  frequency  of  false  inlbmiation,  or 
any  mim  to  conceive  that  s<»  many  gi 
reports  should  be  propagated  as  ever^ 


>  Tbc  ortgtQtJ  pMiife  ll  :  ' 
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emigrntioD  makes  a  coantry  more  popiiloiis." 
J.  •*  That  sounds  very  much  like  a  paradox." 
E.  '*  Esportiitioii  of  men,  like  ejcportation  of 
all  other  commodities,  mukes  more  be  pro- 
duced," JoHM»oN.  *'  But  there  would  be  more 
people  were  there  not  eiui^atioii,  provided 
there  were  food  for  more."  E.  ^*  No ;  leave  & 
few  brcedei's,  and  jou'll  have  more  people 
thtm  if  there  were  no  emigration/*  Johkbon. 
"  Nuy,  Sin  it  is  plain  there  will  be  more  jieople, 
if  there  are  more  breeders.  Thirty  cows  in 
good  pasture  will  produce  more  calves  tlnm 
t*n  cowA,  provided  they  have  gJioil  bulls." 
E,  "  There  are  bulla  enough  in  Ireland/*  • 
JoHWsoa  (amiling).  "So,  Sir,  I  shouhl  think 
from  your  argument/*  Boswell.  "  You  said 
exportation  of  men,  like  exportation  of  other 
commodities,  makes  more  be  produced.  But  a 
bounty  is  given  to  encourage  the  exportation 
of  corn,  and  no  bounty  h  given  for  the  ex- 
portation of  men;  though,  iudeed,  those  who 
go  gain  by  it,**  R.  "  But  the  bounty  on  the  ex- 
portation of  corn  is  paid  at  home/'  E.  *'  That  *a 
the  same  thing/'  Jouxsos.  "  No,  Sir/'  R.  "  A 
man  who  stays  at  home  gains  nothing  by  bis 
neighhour'a  emigrating/'  Boswklu  "  1  can 
uuder»tund  that  emigration  may  be  the  cause 
that  more  people  may  be  produced  in  a  coun- 
try ;  but  the  country  will  not  therefore  be  the 
more  jxijiulous ;  for  the  people  is^sue  from  it. 
It  can  only  be  said  that  there  is  a  How  of 
people.  It  is  an  encouragement  to  have 
children*  to  know  that  they  can  get  a  living 
by  emijjration/'  R.  "  Yes,  if  there  were  an 
emigration  of  children  under  six  ye;trs  of  age. 
But  they  dan't  emigrate  till  they  could  cam 
their  livelihcvod  in  some  way  at  home.**  C.  "It 
iB  remarkable  that  the  most  unhealthy  coun- 
trioii,  where  there  are  the  most  destructive 
diseases,  such  as  Egypt  and  Bengal,  are  the 
roost  populous/*  Jou5so7».  **  Countries  which 
are  the  rai>ftt  popvdous  have  the  mo.st  deslruc- 
tive  diseases,  l^kai  is  the  true  state  of  the 
pro|H)sition."  C.  "  Holland  \a  very  unhealthy, 
yet  it  is  exceedingly  populous/'  Johnson.  '*I 
know  not  that  llollund  is  unhealthy.  But  its 
i»o|mlousQess  is  <»wru^  to  an  influx  of  peo|>le 
trtjm  al!  other  eountriea.  Disease  cannot  be 
the  cause  of  populousness ;  for  it  not  only 
carries  olF  a  great  proportion  of  the  peojile ; 
but  t!i<»se  who  are  leh  are  weakened,  and  unfit 
for  the  pur}>03e5  of  increase/' 

R.  "Mr.  E.,  I  don't  mean  to  flatter,  but 
when  posterity  reads  one  of  your  spi'eches  in 
pjirliament,  it  will  be  difficult  to  believe  that 
you  took  so  much  pains,  knowing  with  cer- 
tainty that  it  could  produce  no  eflecl,  that  not 
one  vott^  would  l>e  gained  by  it."  E.  "  Wav. 
ujg  your  compliment  to  me,  I  shall  say,  in 


^    At!  thU,  as  Mr.  Hotwrll ''iM'wticrr  •>%(*,  Tnuit  bc  91  vstT 

:    i '  k  «,  no  doubt, 
ii'ii^^  to  ttta 


r  ii  had  the  claumr 
I    if.. 


general,  that  it  h  very  well  worth  while  fi>r  a 
maji  Ui  take  pains  to  sficak  well  in  psirl»n?m»T!t. 
A  man,  who  has  vanity,  j^peaks  i-  : 
talents  ;  and  if  a  man  spc'aks  well.  "'' 
estabUshes  a  certain  re]mtatioii  aiui  ron-v^:- 
quence  in  the  generd  opinion,  which  MX^tirr 
or  later  will  have  its  |)olitical  rewjird.  He- 
sides,  though  not  one  vote  is  gaiiu*«l,  a  gi^^l 
speech  has  its  effect,  "i'hou^h  an  ;ii  i  v%1ii| 
hay  been  ably  opposed  paj^sfa  into  i 

its  progress  it  is  modelled,  it  i>^  i 

such  a  manner,  that  we  see  plainly  the  mil 
has  been  told,  that  the  memberis  aLtacii<5 
him  are  so  sensible  of  ita  injustice  or  absui 
from  what  they  have  heard,  that  it  mi 
altered/'    JoitNsojr.    "Antl,   Sir^    there   la 
gratification  of  pride*    Though  we  canout  oul* 
vote   them,  we   wiU   out-argue    t> 
shall  not  do  wrong,  without  its  i 
both  to  themMidves  and  to  the  worhL 
House  of  Ctiramons  is  a  mixed  body.    (|  cj 
the  minority,  which  I  hold  to  bepuVe  (bi 
but  I  take  the  whole  honse.)     it  is  n  tiiaM 
no  means  pure;  but  neither  is  it  wfu.llv  ct»r- 
rupt,  thougn  there  is  a  large  propm,  ,rw 

ruption  in  it.     There  are  many  n,  hri 

generally  go  with  the  minister,  whu 
go  all  lengths.     There  are  many  hon^ 
meaning  country  gentlemen  ^\  * 
mcnt  only  to  keep  up  the  con 
fjmiiliea.     Upon  most  of  thc-.^.  « 
will  have  inuuence/'     JoBSiauK.  ' 
more  or  less  governed  by  in**  r. 
terest  will  not  make  us  do  e  Jjj 

case  which  admits  of  doubt,  IV  [nil-. 

the  side  which  is  for  our  interet*t,  and  ^< 
bring  ourselves  to  act  ttcconllngiy,     i; 
subject  must  admit  of  diversity  of  coloui 
it  must  receive  a  colour  on  that  *ide.     Xn 
House  of  ComioonB  there  are  memburs  enoi 
who  will  not  vote  what  is  grossly   nnfu«« 
absurd.     No,  Sir;  there  must  alw" 
enough,  or  appearance  of  right,  t*- 
in  countenance/'     Boswkll.  *^*Thi  rv  is  ^\ 
always   a   majority   in   parliament    whu 
places*  or  who  want  to  have  tiiexn,  ami 
therefore  will  be  generally  ready  to  *u,  , 

fovernment,  witliout  requiring  any  pn^i, 
).    "True,   Sir;    that  majority   will   iili 
follow 


*  Quo  cUmor  vocat  et  turh«  fiiventium.'*  t 

Boswell,  Well  now,  let  iis  take  ih«j 

Iihrase,   Plaee-huntens.     I  thought  the? 
luntcil  without  regiird  to  any  tiling,  ' 
their  huntsman,  the   minist4;r,  lead*, 
only   to   the   prey/*-'     J.    "But    t     ' 
metaphor,  you  know  that  in  huntti 
few  BO  desperately  keen  m  to  folinw  wuri  «* 


plijrilclati.  ffluit  h>^ 
a  |Hf)((U-«(  wrUrr   • ' 
hU  "I^CUtr  to   S;; 
riiatiii-«  of  tliAi   M« 
thn  mivn  fttna  itifuw- 


thi'Ui  gaiitL'.  uii4  b>   m\ 


kn  tiled  to  be  *cicour«Mt«d."  —  OotwiLl. 
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E.  "  I  understand  the  hogshead  of  claret, 
which  this  society  was  favoured  with  by  our 
friend  the  dean ',  is  nearly  out ;  I  think  he 
should  be  written  to,  to  send  another  of  the 
same  kind.  Let  the  request  be  made  with  a 
happy  oinbiguity  of  expression,  so  that  we 
may  have  the  chance  of  his  sending  it  also 
as  a  present.  Jounson.  "  I  am  willing  to 
offer  my  services  as  secretary  on  this  occasion." 
P.  "  As  many  as  are  for  i)r.  Johnson  being 
secretary,  hold  up  your  hands.  —  Carried  una- 
nimously. "  BoswKLL.  **  lie  will  be  our 
dictator'"  Johnson.  "  No,  the  company  is 
to  dictate  to  me.  I  am  only  to  write  for 
wine  ;  and  I  am  (piite  disinterested,  as  I  drink 
none ;  I  shall  nut  be  susi)ected  of  having 
forged  the  application.  I  am  no  more  than 
humble  scribe.*  E.  "Then  you  shall  pre- 
scribe."  Boswell.  "Very  well.  The  first 
play  of  wonls  to-day."  J.  "  No,  no ;  the  bulU 
m  Ireland."  Johmson.  "Were  I  your  dic- 
tator, you  should  have  no  wine.  It  would 
be  my  business  caverc  ne  quid  detrimenti  Bes- 
publica  caperet^  and  wine  is  dangerous.  Rome 
was  ruined  by  luxury"  (smiling).  E.  "If 
you  allow  no  wine  as  dictator,  you  shall  not 
have  me  for  your  master  of  horse." 

On  Saturday,  April  4.,  I  drank  t^>a  with 
Johnson  at  Dr.  Taylor's,  where  he  hatl  dined. 
He  entertained  us  with  an  account  of  a  tra- 

fedy  written  by  a  Dr.  Kenned;^  (not  the 
iisbon  physician)"  *  *  *.  "  It  is  hardly  to 
be  believed,"  he  added,  "what  absurd  and 
indecent  images  men  will  intro<luee  into  their 
writings,  without  being  sensible  of  the  ab- 
sunlity  and  indecency.  I  remember  Lord 
Orrery   told    me,    that    there    was    a    para- 

[>hlct  written  against  Sir  liobcrt  WaljHjle, 
under  a  learned  but  indecent  title.] 
The  Duchess  of  Buckingham  asked  Lord 
Orrery  luAo  this  person  was?  lie  answered, 
he  did  not  know.  She  said,  she  would  send 
to  Air.  Pulteney,  who,  she  supposed,  could 
inform  her.  So  then,  to  prevent  her  from 
making  herself  ridiculous.  Lord  Orrery  sent 
her  grace  a  note,  in  which  he  gave  her  to 
understand  what  was  meant." 

He  was  very  silent  this  evening,  and  read  in 
a  variety  of  books ;  suddenly  throwing  down 
one,  and  taking  up  another. 

lie  talked  of  going  to  Streatham  that  night. 
Taylor.  "  You'll  l)e  robbed,  if  you  do  ;  or 
you  must  shoot  a  highwayman.  Now,  I  would 
rather  be  robbed  than  do  that ;  I  would  not 
shoot  a  highwayman."  Johnson.  "  But  I 
would  rather  shoot  hiui  in  the  instant  when  he 


I  Dr.  Barnard,  Drun  of  Dcrry,  aftcrwardi  Blihop  of  Kll- 
laloo  and  Limerick.  —  Crokkr. 

3  Ilfrc  a  few  Ilncn  n-lating  to  tliA  indetiratc  mibject  orthii 
tragiHlv  wrp  umitted.  and  a  row  wordx  uf  ihr  following  an^* 
diitf  altered.  (See  ant*',  p.  176.  n.  G.)  I  CRnnoi  but  think  it 
Tcry  ktraiige  llMt  Roswcll  fhould  bare  printed  thii  absurd 
and  Indelicate  Btiiff  in  the  face  of  Jobnion'a  reprcbcntive 
remark.  —  Croker. 

3  Tlie  late  Duke  of  Mnnlrofp  van  graerallj  »aid  to  have 
bern  uneasy  on  thnt  accmint :  but  I  can  ctintrudlct  tbe  rr|>ort 
from  bl«  grai'e't  own  authority.  Ai  he  ureti  to  admit  me  to 
very  easy  courersation  with  him,  I  took  the  liberty  to  intro- 


is  attempting  to  rob  me,  than  aflerwards  swear 
a^inst  him  at  the  Old  Bailey,  to  take  away 
his  life,  afler  he  has  robbed  me.  I  ain  surer  I 
am  right  in  the  one  case,  than  in  the  other.  I 
may  be  mistaken  as  to  the  man  when  I  swear ; 
I  cannot  be  mistaken  if  I  shoot  him  in  tbe 
act.  Besides,  we  feel  less  reluctance  to  take 
away  a  man's  life,  when  we  are  heated  by  the 
injury,  than  to  do  it  at  a  distance  of  time  by 
an  oath,  after  we  have  cooled.*'  Boswux. 
"  So,  Sir,  you  would  rather  act  from  the 
motive  of  private  passion,  than  that  of  public 
advantage.*  Johnson.  "Nay,  Sir,  when  I 
shoot  the  highwayman,  I  act  from  both.**  Bos- 
well.  "  Very  well,  very  well.  There  is  no 
catching  him."  Johnson.  "At  the  same 
time,  one  does  not  know  what  to  say.  For 
perhaps  one  may,  a  year  after,  hang  himself 
from  uneasiness  for  having  shot  a  highwayman.^ 
Few  minds  are  fit  to  be  trusted  with  so  great 
a  thing."  Boswell.  "Then,  Sir,  you  would 
not  shoot  him}'"  Johnson.  "But  I  might 
be  vexed  aftem-ards  for  tliat  too.** 

Thrale*s  carriage  not  having  come  for  him, 
as  he  expected,  I  accompanied  him  some  part 
of  the  way  home  to  his  own  house.     I  tcild 
him,  that  I  had  talked  of  him  to  Mr.  Dunning 
!  a  few  days  l>ef<>re,  and  had  said,  that  in  his 
i'  company  we  <lid  not  so  much  iuten:hange  con- 
versation, as  listen  to  him ;  and  that  Dunning 
;'  observed,  upcm  this,  "  One  is  always  willing  to 
I  listen  to  Dr.  Johnson  ;"  to  which  I  answered, 
"  'J'hat  is  a  great  deal  from  you,  Sir."     **  y«^ 
I  Sir,"   said    Johnson,   "  a  great  dcjil   indeed. 
Here  is  a  man  willing  to  listen,  to  whom  the 
I  world  is  listening  all  the  rest  of  the  year." 
BoswELL.     "I  think.  Sir,  it  is  right  to  tdl 
one  man  of  such  a  handsome  thing,  which  ha* 
been  said  of  him   by  another.     In  tends  to 
increase  benevolence. '  Jouxsox.    "  Undoubt- 
edly it  is  right.  Sir." 

On  Tuesday,  April  7.,  I  breakfasted  with 
him  at  his  house.      He  said,   "Nobody  was 
content."     I  mentioned  to  him  a  respectable 
person  *  in  Scotland  whom  he  knew ;  and  I 
I  asserted,  that  1  really  believed  he  was  always 
I  content.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir,  he  is  not  content 
j  with  the  present;   he  has  always   some  new 
scheme,  some  new  plantation,  something  which 
is  future.     You  know  he  was  not  content  as  a 
I  widower,  fi)r  he   married  again."     Boswkll. 
"But  he  is  not  restless."    Jounsox.     •* Sir, be 
,  is  only  locally  at  rest.     A  chymist  is  locallv  at 
I  rest;    but  his  mind  is  hard  at  work,     lliii 
gentlenum  has  done  with  external  exertions- 
It  is  too  late  for  him  to  engage   in  distant 

dure  the  subject.    II1«  grace  told  roe.  that  when  ridin*  om 

;  niftht  near  Liindon,  lie  was  attacked  by  two  hlKhwaynea  oa 

horseback,  and  that  he  inxtaiitly  shot  one  of  thfto   uvm 

whicli  tlie  other  gjdlu|MtI  utT ;  that  hit  lerTani.  who  wu  ren 

I  well  mounted,  proposed  to  pursue  him  and  take  him  butthal 

his  grace  said,  •'  No.  we  hare  had  blood  enough ;  rhooelhe 

man  m^  bre  to  repent."    His  grace,  uptm  my  pretuniDftR 

.  put  tbe  qui>9.tion,  assured  me  that    hit  mind  was  oM  * 

I  all  clouded  liy  what  he  h^d  thus  done  In  self^^tefrnce.- 


BuSWIiLL, 

*  Lord  Aurhinlcrk,  Mr.  BoswcU's 


tathtr — CauKia. 
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Li«  own  ty-:«iii.*'  I^/^well.  "  II*  mvs  pkin 
lh:ii;!s  ID  a  I'oniuJ  &ri'i  b:/«:rjf:l  way,  to  be 
irur»;:  bu:  Li*  u,*:iLfA  i?  j.">yi:  for  to  Lave 
'.J-rStT  x.oiioiii  urx^ri  fc:iT  tM:j(j-:-«:t-  w«  must  have 
T'zf:'iiir'!t':  \'t  itri4ilyi]r;  ar:iri;:':!jj','Xit.''  Joii>*'i!K. 
"•  Sir,  ii  ia  wriAi  <:vi;ry  uAy  *'i<ffin.  iriieth^r  iii*.-y 
"nili  or  no.  liu;  ^irij'.-tiiJiTT  tLir.g?  luav  be 
jiia/ie  'Jarktr  by  <]«rijiji:i'.-;*.  I  h:*;  a  cinc.  I 
'i-.*:i:j-i  ii*?r.  Aro/wjl  (fjo/irv/,^*  rumiitunx  cor^ 
xWuM.  But  a  jfoa:  rurijlriar^r*.  aii'i  a  '-'.iw  may 
Lav-:  uo  Lo:ii-.  O/"'  i^  ;»i;.;ii«rr.''  lio^wti-L. 
"  1  think  Dr.  Frarjidii/-  (ivfiniiivD  of  J/un  a 
jrf^*'!  oii*: — "A  V/tA'Ui'AKMi'^  ar.iniai."*  John- 
MiX.  "But  many  a  Uiun  ri«.-\<;;r  made  a  t'r'.il : 
aud  >:M\»\^tr^:  a  man  witLoji  arms,  h<:  coul'J 
not  mak<.'  a  umA" 

Talkin:;  ol  'Iriiiihiuj;  iviri.-.  L-j  sai'i.  **  I  'IM 
not  I«'av*;  oil'  win-i  lA'Caij?;*  I  «:oul'i  not  l^-ar 
it;  I  haw;  <lriirik  thn:«:  borilT-  of  \ii}rX  with- 
out lK;i«;z  the  wor-**  for  it.  University  QtA' 
Ie?e  hai*  witm*sirt."l  thi-." •  Ii'>>wELL.  "Why, 
then,  Sir,  did  you  l«:ave  it  ofl"r'*  Jounskjx. 
"  Wiiy,  Sir,  Urtaubc  it  Lr  S'*  inucli  belt<:r  for 
a  mail  to  l/e  feuri^  that  li-;  i-  never  to  be  in- 
loxicatc'fl,  never  to  lore  \\v  fK>wer  over  him-elf. 
I  shall  not  be;;in  to  drink  wine  u^iain  till  I 
;rrow  old  \  and  want  it."  Uoswkll.  "  I 
think,  SiTf  you  once  said  to  me,  that  not  to 
drink  wine  was  a  ;,'n.*at  deduction  from  life.'* 
Joiixsox.  *''■  It  i**  a  diminiiiion  of  i>lea.<>ure, 
to  lie  sure ;  but  I  do  not  t>ay  a  diminution 
of  hapjiines?.  Tliere  i.i  m<ire  li.'ij)pinei!5  in 
being  rational.**  lioswEix,.  "  But  if  we  could 
have    plca«ure    alway.-;,    should   not   we    be 

1  happy  1"  The  f^■eat^?^t  part  of  men  would 
comfK>und   for   plea«*ure.'      Joiixsox-     "  Sup- 

I  p>sin^  we  could  have  iilea^urc  always,  an 
intellectual  man  woidd  not  <-omiKmnd  for  it. 
The  ^n.'atest  part  of  men  wouM  coin[K>und, 
liecauMC  the  frreuti'At  part  of  men  :irc  gro«s.*' 
iioswELL.  "  I  allow  then;  may  be  (.Teater 
ph.'UMuro  than  from  wine.  I  have  had  more 
pleasure  from  your  conversation.  I  have, 
indeed ;  I  iLXMure  you  I  have.**  Johnson. 
"  When  we  talk  of  pleasure,  we  mean  sensual 
pieiiHiire.  When  a  man  Hayn  he  had  pleasuie 
willi  a  woman,  he  doe.s  not  mean  conversation, 
but  Homelhiii;;  of  a  (liferent  nature.  Phi- 
loHopherrt  tell  yon,  that  pleasure  is  contrary  to 
ha|)|iiiieHs.  (IroHH  men  ])refer  animal  pleasure. 
So  there  are  men  who  have  preferred  living 
Hinong  savages.  Now,  what  a  wretch  must  he 
be,  who  is  content  with  such  conversation  as 
can  be  had  among  savages!  You  may  re- 
member an  oflieer  at  Fort  Augustus,  who  had 
served  in  Ainericii,  told  us  of  a  woman  whom 
they  were  oliligwl  to  hiiul^  in  order  to  get  her 
baek  fnim  savage  life."  Boswkll.  "  She  must 
have  been  an  animal,  a  beiist.**  Jounson. 
*'  Sir,  she  wa.H  a  speaking  cat." 

I  mentitmcd  i^o  him  that  I  had  become  very 
weary  in  company  where  I  heard  not  a  single 


be  hat 


I  Sm  poat,  >iih  17  April.  I77S.  —  C. 

'*  lie  was  now  m  kit  tftenlietk  year.  -^  Cbokik. 


int»:H.Jc:uil  «<ti.:.Er.M.  ex^rj-;  ilii  -  &  ~-fcr  wi*:« 
hsafi  \>^n  yf-nirri  :r.L  Ti-irf  Iz.  Mil;  r^  wm 
be-"' mt  a  EiutL  iiiicTioz  niix  k.  wLai  be  *•! 
ID  Lr.jii5.jii.  L»r.-a:L=.e  i  TTiT.'*  tiiid  grnwf 
narr-.w  in  a  Lirr--*  plfcc*.'  Joi.3c<os.  -  A 
xrjdLXi's  inin-i  p-.-w?  z::irr!:Tr  la  z  ixkrro' 
who^  xziiiid  ir  ^i-lirj-ri  only  t*rv-:Ul<4e 
lived  in  a  larjv  p',i.:-r;  bti  wh^z  is  ffc«5 
Y-f^'ki  aod  tLiiikii.2  is  yrei-errr-d  sr.  a  ~ 
j.iai:e  a*  well  as  ;L  a  ii^zt  j^ic*.  A 
eanno:  know  m'-i-.-*  :■:'  Ihe  ;»$  wcil  in  31ixjc>m 
as  in  l^ndon :  but  L-:-  m^y  ?:udy  maifaexzxuia 
a?  well  in  Minorca."  BofwsjLL.  -  I  d««*i 
know.  Sir :  if  you  hsL-l  r<crmalne>i  i«n  je^rs  in 
tb-.-  I>Ie  of  CoL  you  would  no;  have  bees  ih< 
nian  that  you  now  are."  Joh?(»o!k.  -Yf*. 
Sir,  il'  I  ha<i  be^n  thero  from  fiii^en  to  rventy- 
five :  but  nitt  if  fr».«m  tweDty-fire  lo  ilurtV- 
five."  Bo^wfiLL.  ••  I  own.  Sir.  the  fpEritf 
which  I  have  in  London  make  ine  do  everr 
thing  with  more  readiness  and  Tigonr.  I  caa 
talk  twice  as  much  in  London  as  anr  irhexc 
eUe." 

Of  G<>Idsmith,  he  said,  **He  was  not  an 
agreeable  com]ianion,  for  he  talked  always  fur 
i'ame.  A  man  who  does  so  uerer  can  he 
pleading.  The  man  who  talks  to  unbunlen  his 
mind  is  the  man  to  delight  you.  An  emlueat 
friend  of  ours'  is  not  so  agreeable  as  the 
varii^ty  of  his  knowledge  wituld  otherwise 
make  him,  because  he  talks  partly  from  osten- 
tation ** 

Scxin  after  our  arrival  at  Thralc's,  I  heard 
one  of  the  maids  calling  eagerly  on  another  to 
go  to  Dr.  Johnson.  I  wondered  what  .this 
could  mean.  I  aflcrwanls  learnt,  that  it  wh 
to  give  her  a  Bible,  which  he  had  brought 
i'rom  Londcm  as  a  present  to  her. 

He  was  for  a  considerable  time  occupied  in 
readinj:  "  Memoires  de  Fontenelle,"  leaaing 
and  swinging  u]M>n  the  low  gate  into  the  court, 
without  his  hat. 

I  looked  into  Lord  Kaimes*s  "  Sketches  of 
the  History  of  Alan;"  and  mentioned  to  Dr. 
tlohnson  his  censure  of  Charles  V.,  for  cde- 
brating  his  funeral  obsequies  in  bis  lifetime, 
which,  I  told  him,  I  had  been  used  to  think  i 
solemn  and  aflfecting  act.**  Jouksox.  "  Why, 
Sir,  a  man  mav  disjiose  his  mind  to  think  so  of 
that  act  of  Charles;  but  it  is  so  liable  to 
ridicule,  that  if  one  man  out  of  ten  thousand 
laughs  at  it,  he'll  make  the  other  nine  thousand 
nine  hun(lre<l  and  ninety-nine  laugh  too.**  1 
could  not  agree  with  him  in  this. 

Sir  John  IVingle  had  cxpresse<l  a  wish  that 
I  would  ask  Dr.  Johnson's  opinion  what  were 
the  best  English  sermons  for  style.  I  took  an 
opportunity  to-day  of  mentioning  several  to 
him.  "Atterbury?**  JoinrsoN,  "Yes,  Sir, 
one  of  the  best.*^  Boswell.  "Ullotson?" 
•FoHNsoN.  "Why,  not  now.  I  should  not 
advise  a  jireacher  at  this  day  to  imitate  Tillot* 


3  Mr.  Burke.  —  CaoKEB. 
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great  care.  I  relished  this  much,  as  it  brought 
Iresh  into  my  mind  what  I  had  viewed  with 
great  pleasure  thirteen  years  before.  The 
bishop,  Dr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Cambridge  joined 
with  Mr.  Ramsay,  in  recollecting  the  yarious 
lines  in  Horace  relating:  to  the  subject. 

Horace's  journey  to  JBrundusium  being  men- 
tioned, Johnson  observed,  that  the  brook  which 
he  describes  is  to  be  seen  now,  exactly  as  at 
that  time ;  and  that  he  had  often  wondered  how 
it  happened,  that  small  brooks, such  as  this,  kept 
the  same  situation  for  ages,  notwithstanding 
earthquakes,  by  which  even  mountains  have 
been  ehan^c<],  and  agriculture,  which  produces 
such  a  variation  upon  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
Cambridge.  "A  Spanish  writer  has  this 
thought  in  a  poetical  conceit.  After  observing, 
that  most  of  the  solid  structures  of  Rome 
arc  totally  perished,  while  the  Tiber  remains 
the  same,  he  adds,  — 

*  Lo  que  era  firme  huio,  solamente 
ho  fugitive  pcrmanece  y  dura."*  * 


Johnson. 
Vitalis :  — 


"  Sir.  that  is  taken  from  Janus 


immota  labescunt ; 


Et  qua*  pcrpetuo  sunt  agitata  manent.  ** 

Tlie  bishop  said,  it  appeared  from  Horace's 
writings  that  he  was  a  cheerful,  contented  man. 
Johnson.  "  We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that, 
my  Lord.  Are  we  to  think  Pope  was  happy, 
because  he  says  so  in  his  writings  ?  We  see 
in  his  writings  what  he  wished  the  state  of  his 
mind  to  appear.  Dr.  Young,  who  pined  for 
preferment,  talks  with  contoinpt  of  it  in  his 
writings  *,  and  ufTJicts  to  despise  every  thing 
that  he  did  not  despise."  Bishop  or  St.  Asaph. 
"  He  was  like  other  chaj)lains,  looking  for  va- 
cancies :  but  that  is  not  peculiar  to  the  clergy. 
I  remember,  when  I  was  with  the  army  \  after 
the  battle  of  LafeLlt,  the  officers  sericmsly 
grumbled  that  no  general  was  killed."  Cam- 
bridge. "  We  may  believe  Horace  more,  when 
he  says,  — 

*  Roms  Tibur  amem  ventosus,  Tiburc  llomam,'  * 

than  when  he  boasts  of  his  consistency  :  — 

*  Me  constarc  mihi  scis  et  discederc  tristcm, 
Quandocunquc  trahunt  invisanegotia  Romam.'"' 

BoswELL.  "  How  hard  is  it  that  man  can  never 
be  at  rest !  "  Ramsat.  "It  is  not  in  his  nature 
to  be  at  rest.    When  he  is  at  rest,  he  is  in  the 


>         ThinRB  fixf>d  and  firm  away  haTepassed  ; 
The  rugltlre  remain  and  lut.  —  Cf. 

9  Tha  comparatiTC  ncglrct  into  which  Yoiing'<  works  have 
rallen,  may,  I  think,  be  in  some  degree  attributed  to  hU  din* 
guKting  flattery  of  hii  palront,  male  aitd  female:  nil  hi* 
wit,  pathos,  and  fnrre — and  they  are  Tcry  great  ^cannot 
counteract  the  efTt'ct  of  such  deplorable  adulation  as  he 
practised.—  Croker. 

^  Dr.  Shipley,  as  rhaplain  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
This  battle  was  fought  20th  July,  1747.—  Caoua. 

*  *•  Inconstant  a«  the  wind,  I  various  rove. 

At  Tibur,  Home  —  at  Rome  I  Tibur  love." 

Hor.  1  Ep.  8.  12.    Flramcii.^  C. 


worst  State  that  he  can  l>c  in :  for  he  Las  no- 
thing to  agitate  him.  He  is  then  like  tlie  man 
in  the  Irish  song  ^  :  — 

'  There  lived  a  young  man  in  Bollinacrary, 
Who  wanted  a  wife  for  to  make  him  iinatsy.*  ** 

Goldsmith  being  mentioned,  Johnson  ob- 
served, that  it  was  long  before  his  merit  came 
to  be  acknowledged  :  that  he  once  compliuned 
to  him  in  ludicrous  terms  of  distress,  "  When- 
ever I  write  any  thing,  the  public  maAe  anoint 
to  know  nothing  about  it:"  but  that  his  "Tra- 
veller"'' brought  him  into  high  reputAtion. 
Langton.  "  There  is  not  one  bad  line  in  that 
poem ;  not  one  of  Drvden*s  careless  verses." 
Sib  Joshua.  "  I  was  glad  to  hear  Charles  Fox 
say,  it  was  one  of  the  finest  poems  in  the  En- 
glish language."  Langton.  "  ^Vhy  were  yon 
glad  ?  You  surely  had  no  doubt  of  this  before." 
Johnson.  **  No ;  the  merit  of  *  The  Traveller' 
is  so  well  estal^lished,  that  Mr.  Fox's  praise 
cannot  augment  it,  nor  his  censure  diminLdi 
it.**  Sib  Joshua.  "But  his  friends  may 
suspect  they  had  too  great  a  nartialitj  for 
him."  Johnson.  "Nay,  Sir,  the  partiality 
of  his  friends  was  always  against  nim.  It 
was  with  difficulty  we  could  give  him  a 
hearing.  Goldsmith  had  no  settled  notions 
upon  any  subject ;  so  he  talked  always  at  ran- 
dom. It  seemed  to  be  his  intention  to  blurt 
out  whatever  was  in  his  mind,  and  see  what 
would  become  of  it.  He  was  angry,  too,  when 
catched  in  an  absurdity ;  but  it  did  not  prevent 
him  from  falling  into  another  the  next  minute. 
I  remember  Chamier,  after  talking  with  him 
some  time,  said,  *  Well,  I  do  believe  he  wrote 
this  poem  himself;  and,  let  me  tell  you,  that  is 
believing  a  great  deal.'  Chamier  once  a«ked 
him,  what  he  meant  by  shno^  the  last  word  in 
the  first  line  of  »Thc  Traveller,'  — 

•  Remote,  unfriended,  melancholy,  slow.* 

Did  he  mean  tanliness  of  locomotion  ?  Gold- 
smith, who  would  say  something  without  con- 
sideration, answered,  *  Yes.'  1  was  sitting  by, 
and  said,  *  No,  Sir,  you  do  not  mean  tardmcss 
of  locomotion  ;  you  mean  that  sluggi^hness  of 
mind  which  comes  upon  a  man  in  solitude.* 
Chamier  believed  then  that  I  had  written  the 
line,  as  much  as  if  he  had  seen  me  write  it.* 
Goldsmith,  however,  was  a  man,  who,  whatever 
he  wrote,  did  it  better  than  anv  other  man 
could  do.  He  deserved  a  place  in  Westminster 
Abbey ;  and  every  year  ne  lived  would  have 


More  constant  to  myself,  I  leave  with  pain. 
By  hateful  business  lorccd,  the  rural  scene.** 

Hor.  1  Ep.  14.  16.    Frmncit C. 


6  Called  "  Alley  Croker. 
in  her  day,  was  Aliria,  the 


This  lady,  a  eelehrmted  htmatf 
„    ^        ^  „  „.  ,.  ,       youngest  daughter  of  Colnnd 

Croker.  of  BalllnajrarJ,  in  tfic  county  of  Limerlrk 


lover  whose  rejection  has  immortalised  her 


Tlic 

— „.^-  if  oot 

known  ;  hut  she  married  Charles  Langley.  Esq.,  of  Liaur. 
nock.  She  died  without  issue,  about  die  middle  of  tiM  last 
century.  —  Crokeb. 

'  First  published  in  17r»6.  —  Maloxb. 
"See  ami, p.  174..  as  to  the  lines  of  thia 
Johnson  wrote.  -—  Cboilbr. 
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to  tnt\  aA  using  big  words^  wbicli  rtxiuirc  the 
lucmth  of  a  jriant  to  pronounce  llurm.     Gara- 

funtuii  is  the  nauie  of  n  piant  in  Ribelnii/* 
ItiftWKLL.  **  But,  Sir,  there  is  another  uoDongst 
tUein  for  you  : — 

*  He  vtomW  not  Hatter  Neptune  for  hh  indent. 
Or  Jove  for  bis  power  to  thunder,'  **' 

JoifNftON.  "There  is  nothing  marked  in  that 
No,  Sir^  Crai-af^ntutt  its  th«  best."  Notwilh- 
ataikding  this  cmu?o  and  good-humour,  when  1, 
II  little  wliile  arterwar*ls,  repeated  his  sarcasm 
on  K^^^'urick  [p.  17K],  which  waa  received  wilJi 
itpplau^e,  he  asketl,  "  Who  said  that?"  and 
on  my  suddcijly  answering.—  Gara^antua^  he 
hH>kcd  serious,  whitjh  was  ii  sufficient  indication 
thnt  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  kejit  up. 

When  we  went  to  the  drawjng-room,  there 
WHS  tt  rioh  a*sembkge.  Besides  the  company 
who  had  ljc«.'n  at  tlinner,  there  were  Mr.  Gar- 
riek,  Mr.  HarriB  of  Salisbury,  Dr.  Percy,  Dr. 
Burney,  the  Honourable  Mrs*  Cholmondeley, 
Ml3j»  Hannah  More,  &;c.  &c 

After  wandering  about  in  a  kind  of  pleasing 
distraction  for  some  time,  I  jrot  into  it  corner, 
with  John&on,  Garrick,  and  Harris.  Garbick 
(to  Harris),  '*  Pray,  Sir,  have  you  read  Potter'* 
)Ej!tchylus?"  Harris.  ''Yes,  and  I  think  it 
pretty."  Garbick  (to  Johnson),  "  An<l  whsit 
think  you.  Sir,  of  it  ?  "  Johnson.  **  1  thought 
wh«t  I  n^ad  of  it  cerbta^e  :  but  upon  ^ir,  Har- 
ris's recommendation,  1  will  read  a  play.  (To 
Mr.  Hiirrip'.)  Don't  prescribe  two."  ilr,  Harris 
8tij;:gej«te< i  oo«?,  I  do  not  rememl>er  which.  J  oiw- 
soar.  *'  We  must  try  its  etTeet  as  an  Englbh  p^cm ; 
that  i«  the  way  to  Judge  of  the  merit  of  a  transla- 
tion, Tratn?!ations  are,  in  j^eneral,  for  [icople  who 
cannot  read  the  orifnnal."  I  mentioned  the 
vulgar  aaying,  that  Pope's  Homer  was  not  a 
ptKiii  representation  of  tno  orijjiinaK  Juasaos. 
*' Sir,  it  is  the  greatest  work  of  the  kind  that 
has  ever  been  prodnoed.^'  Boswell.  **The 
truth  is,  it  is  )tii[^>o<?ible  perfectly  t<»  translate 
p*ietry.  In  a  dilferent  languaj^e  it  may  be  the 
ftamc  tune,  but  it  ha^  not  the  same  t^ne.    Hcmier 

{>ltiy»  it  on  a  bassoon :  Pope  on  a  lla^eolet." 
i  arris.  '*  I  thitik  heroic  poetry  is  beat  in  blunk 
vci-fle ;  yet  it  appears  that  rhyme  is  essential 
to  Engbiih  poetry,  from  our  deficiency  in  metri- 
cal quantities.  In  my  opinion,  the  »*hiel' ex- 
cellence of  our  language  is  numerous  prose." 
JoB,<ffto?f.  '*  Sir  William  Temple  woes  the  first 
writer  who  gave  oodenoe  to  Eiigtish  prose."* 


I  Omttlonnt,  act,  iti.  tc- 1.  —  C. 

'  Mr.  p-^twrlV  tn  f  f?V.  Ksrs,  that  Johntrin  rnici!  tn\A  hTm, 

.•that     ■        ■      ,'     '    ,  ■     ■  ■      V        .  ■  ■■   -:■     ■'•-•• 

ho  H 
(hi*!, 
\Ut  I 


Befbre  his  time  they  were  carcle^  of 
ment.,  and  did  not  mind  whether  a 
ended  wilh  'm\.  imp^irtimt  wonl  or 
cant  word,   or  with  what  part  oJ 
conclude<i."    Mr.  Latigton,  ivf     • 
U$^  commended  Cbuvndnn. 
objected  to  for  his  parewlli' 
ciauses,  and  hi*  want  of  hur 
supported  by  hia  matter.     I 
to  a  plethory  of  matter  tli 
faulty  :  every  nubstance  (smil 
ha»  so  msiBy  occidenU.—TQ  l 
talk  amdyticalhj.     If  we  an, 
must  speak  of  it  t 
argument,  we  mu- 
RICK.  "  Of  all  th 
attempted,   I   thin,    i 
most  extraordinaj^.  -       ix^  , ,,...-. 
it>  who  am  a  little  of  an  epigrann 

you  know.    I  told  him  freely,  "1 .  u 

to  have  that  turn.'     I  asked  him    if  be  wiw 
serious;   and  finding  he  was,  I   advised   him 
against  publii^hing.     Why,    his  tronslaiion    b 
more  dithcult  to  understand  limn  tbn  TiritjinaK 
I  thought  him  a  man  of  some  tiki 
seems  crAzy  in  this."    Jonstsoif*  ' 
done  what  I  had  not  conra{.'e  to  <lu- 
did  not  ftfJc  my  jidvice,  and  I  did  noi 
ujKin  him,  to  make  him  an«jry  wilh  rae.      v*  a»* 

RiCR.  "  But  as  a  friemi,  8ir **     Joii!i(»4>;(. 

*'  ^Vlly.  !*uch  a  friend  as  I  am  with  '••!-; 
Garrick.  "But  if  you  &ee  a  f i  i 
tumble  over  a  precipice  ?  "     Joii 
ia  Ru  extravagant  case»  Sir.     1 
friend  will  tJiank  you  for  hindci  i 
tumbling  over  a  precipice  :  but,  in  « ;  i 
case,  I  should  hurt  his  vanity,  and  d.. 
good.     He  would  not  take  my  odvictt. 
brother-in-law,    Stmhan,    sent   him    a 
scription  of  fifty  pounds,  and  wiid  L 
send  him  fifty  more  if  hu  would  nt»t  t 
Gabriok.    "What!   ehl   m   Strr.f 
jmige  of  an  epigram!*     la  not  ! 
ohbue  man,  ch  ?^'     Johnson    ^'  * 
may  not  l>e  a  judge  of  an 
see  he  is  a  judge  of  what  i. 
lioRWBLL,    **  It  IS  ea.«y  for  you. 
to  talk  to  an  autJuir  as  you  talk* 
ston ;  you,  who  have  been  eo  long  tin*  mai 
ol'a  theatre,  rejecting  the  plays  of  pour  aui 
You  are  an  old  jud^Cf  who  have  ofien 
nounced  sentence  of  death.    You  arc  a  pi 
Burgeoiif  who  have  often  otuputatca  \\ 


ktd«talloa»,' 

of  iTTiltritlrin. 


Ar.),  Uklogi  from  «arh  vtim  w%t  ir 


«  u 
lUrr 
tu  I- 
hit 


iliil  .*l  .111)  oi  Uuic  wrupri.  ilMKi^u  a  i^j> 
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many  causes,  the  chief  of  which  is,  I  think,  the 
great  increase  of  money.  No  man  now  de{>cnd9 
upon  the  lord  of  a  manor,  when  he  can  send  to 
another  country  and  fet<;h  provisions.  The 
shoe-black  at  the  entry  of  my  court  does  not 
depend  on  me.  I  can  deprive  him  but  of  a 
penny  a  (hi^,  which  he  hopes  somebody  else 
will  brinjj  hira ;  and  that  penny  I  must  carry  to 
another  shoe-black ;  so  the  trade  suiTers  nothing, 
I  have  explained,  in  my  '  Journey  to  the  He- 
brides,' how  gold  and  silver  destroy  feudal  sub- 
ordination. But,  besides,  there  is  a  general  re- 
laxation of  reverence.  No  son  now  depends 
uj)on  his  father,  as  in  former  times.  Paternity 
used  to  be  considered  as  of  itself  a  great  things 
which  had  a  right  to  many  claims.  That  is,  in 
general,  reduced  to  very  small  bounds.  Mj 
hope  is,  that  as  anarch  v  produces  tyranny,  this 
extreme  relaxation  wifl  produce /rcni  strictio'" 
Talking  of  fame,  for  which  tlicre  is  so  great 
a  desire,  I  observed,  how  little  there  is  of  it  in 
reality,  compared  with  the  other  objects  of 
human  attention.  "  Let  every  man  recollect, 
and  he  will  be  sensible  how  small  a  part  of  liia 
time  is  employed  in  talking  or  thinking  of 
Shakspeare,  \  oltaii*e,  or  any  of  the  most  cele- 
brated men  that  have  ever  lived,  or  are  now 
supposed  to  occupy  tlie  att(;ntion  and  admiration 
of  the  world.     Let  this  be  extracted  and  com- 

?rcssed ;  into  what  a  narrow  space  will  it  go ! " 
then  slily'  introduced  Mr.  Garrick's  fame, 
and  his  assuming  the  airs  of  a  great  man. 
Johnson.  •*  Sir,  it  is  wonderful  how  little 
Garriirk  assumes.  No,  Sir,  Garrick  fortunam 
revcrenter  hubrt.  Consider,  Sir;  celebrated 
men,  such  as  you  have  mentioned,  have  had  their 
applause  at  a  distance ;  but  Garrick  had  it 
dasiied  in  his  face,  sounded  in  his  ears,  and 
went  home  every  night  with  tlie  plaudits  of  a 
thousand  in  his  cranium,  llien.  Sir,  Garrick 
did  not  Jind^  but  made  his  way  to  the  tables,  the 
levees,  and  almost  Uie  bed-chambers  of  the 
great.  Then,  Sir,  Garrick  had  under  him  a 
numerous  bo«ly  of  people;  who,  from  fear  of  his 
power  and  hopes  of  his  favour,  and  admiration 
of  his  talent*,  were  constantly  submissive  to 
him.     And  here  is  a  man  who  has  advanced 


I  This  sluarss  vi%  not  qiitte  fair  ;  and  fn  Jimtice  to  John- 
ton  it  should  \h'  ob<i;rv«Hl.  that  thoucii  on  this  ocrasion  no 
harm  was  don**,  Ho5Wfll  often  bctr.-iycd  him  by  thesf>  arti 
Into  personal  cptiturc^,  wljich  he  would  iirohaldy  novcr  other- 
wise liavi.>  iitti>red,  and  which  we  kni)w  he  somcUtnci  re- 
gntttPil.  _  Chokfh.  I<V>. 

'  Mlfn  Ilawkinn  hn\*.  "  Atllamplon.  and  In  its  neighbour- 
hond,  Mr.  nnd  Mrs.  Cfnrrirk  took  the  rank  of  the  mthlfssi 
[ahe  nffiin*.  'iippcnrcd  as  if  they  had  been  of  that  rank*]  — 
every  thini;  w:i»  in  pK)d  ta*te.  and  his  estatilishment  dis- 
tinfriii«hi><l  —  he  drove  four  horses  when  poinp  to  town." 
Shu  adds  the  follnwing  lively  deMription  of  hit  persona] 
apitenrunce:  '■'  I  see  hira  now, in  a  dark  blue  coat,  the  button- 
holt's  bound  with  gold,  a  small  rocked  hat  lared  with  gold, 
his  wai»tcoat  very  open,  and  his  rountonanre  never  at  reRt, 
ami.  Indeed,  seldom  his  person  ;  for,  in  the  relaxation  of  I  he 
country,  he  gave  way  to  all  his  na!ur.i1  volatility,  and  with 
my  father  w.-is  perfectly  at  «;ase,  sometimes  sitting  an  n  table, 
and  then,  if  he  saw  my  brothers  at  a  distance  oti  thn  lawn, 
shooting  ofTliki^  an  arrow  out  of  a  how  in  a  »|>irited  chnte  of 
them  roimd  the  garden.  I  remember  —  when  my  father, 
having  me  in  hit  hand,  met  him  on  the  nunmon,  riding  his 
pretty  pony  — hU  moving  my  compas>lon  by  lamenting  the 
misery  of  being  &nniinoned  to  town  in  hot  weather  (I  think 


August)  to  play  iHjfore  the  King  of  Denmark.  I  thought 
him  sincere,  and  his  ca^te  pitiable,  till  mr  father  assured  me 
that  he  was  in  reality  very  well  pleased,  .ind  that  what  ba 
prnnned  at  as  labour,  was  an  honour  {taid  to  hli  taleals. 
The  natural  expression  of  his  countenance  was  far  frtaa 
plaridity.  I  confess  1  was  afraid  of  him ;  more  )(*>  than  I  wa* 
of  Johnson,  whom  I  knew  not  to  l>e.  nor  could  suppnsc  be 
ever  would  be  thought  to  \\e.  an  extraordinary  man.  Gar. 
rirk  had  a  frown,  and  spoke  impetuously.  Johnson  was  alnw 
tind  kind  in  his  way  to  children."  —  3/rjnoir<,  vol.  i.  p.  Sl..» 
Chokeii. 

3  When  Johnson  told  this  llttlo  anecdote  to  Sir  Jmbua 
Reynolds,  he  mentioned  a  circumstance  which  he  omittrd 
to-day :  —  "  Why,"  xaid  Garrick,  "  it  is  as  red  as  blood." -> 

OOSWELL. 

*  The  generosity  of  David  Garrick  to  the  late  llr.  Berai- 
ger(sen  pott.Vi\\>.  17HI).  who  had  fallen  into  dictrus  bf 
wit  or  by  negligence,  was  as  memorable,  fie  sent  him  Inrk 
his  securities  for  .VKV.  with  a  donation  of  a  bank  note  tit  VIOL 
—  7>e}-«.  —  CaoKKK. 

^  It  does  not  appear  when  or  how  he  beramr  acquainted 
with  Lord  Shclbnrne.  See  fNU<,  sub  SOth  March,  ITfQ.— 
Crorer. 


the  dignity  of  his  profession.     Garrick  has 
made  a  player  a  higiier  character.**    Scott. 
"  And  he  is  a   very  spriffhtl;^   writer   too." 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir;  and  all  this  supported  hj 
OTcat  wealth  of  his  own  acquisition.     If  all  thu 
nad  happened  to  me,  I  should  have  had  a  couple 
of  fellows  with  long  poles  walking  before  me, 
to  knock  down  every  brxly  that  stood  in  the 
way.     Consider,  if  all  this  had  happened  to 
Gibber  or  Quin,  they'd  have  jumped  over  the 
moon.     Yet  Garrick  speaks  to  iw "  (smiling). 
I3osw£LL.     "  And  Garrick  is  a  very  cood  man, 
a  charitable  man."     Johnson.      "  §ir,   a   h"- 
beral  man.    lie  has  given  away  more  money 
than  any  man  in  England.     There  may  be  a 
little  vanity  mixed :    but  he  has   shown   tliat 
money  is   not  his  first  object."*     Boswell. 
'•  Y'et  Foote  used  to  say  of  him,  that  he  walked  | 
out  with  an  intention  to  do  a  generous  action ;   j 
but,  turning  the  comer  of  a  street,  he  met  with 
the  ghost  of  a  halfpenny,   whicJi   frightened   i 
him."  Johnson.     "  Why,  Sir,  that  is  very  true   ! 
too;  for  I  never  knew  a  man  of  whom  it  could 
be  said  with  less  certainty  to-day,  what  he  will 
do  to-morrow,  than  Garrick;   it  depends  so 
much  on  his  humour  at  the  time."  Scott.    **! 
am  glad  to  hear  of  his  liberality.     He  has  been 
represented  as  very  saving."  Johnson.    "With 
his  domestic  saving  we  have  nothing  to  do.     I 
remember  drinking  tea  with  him  long  ago,  when 
Peg  Woffington  made  it,  and  he  grumbled  at 
her  for  making  it  too  strong.^     He  had  then 
begun  to  feel  money  in  his  purse,  and  did  not 
know  when  he  should  have  enough  of  it."'* 

On  the  subject  of  wealth,  the  proper  use  of 
it,  and  the  eifects  of  that  art  whicn  is  called 
economy,  he  observed,  **It  is  wonderful  to  think 
how  men  of  very  large  estates  not  only  spend 
their  yearly  incomes,  but  arc  often  actually  in 
want  of  money.  It  is  clear  they  have  not  value 
for  what  they  spend.  Lord  Shelbume*  told 
nie,  that  a  man  of  high  rank,  who  looks  into 
his  own  alTairs,  may  have  all  that  he  ought  to 
have,  all  that  can  be  of  any  use,  or  appear 
with  any  advantage,  for  five  thousand  pounds 
a  year.  Therefore,  a  great  proportion  must  go 
in  waste ;  and,  indeed,  this  is  the  case  with  most 
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whicli  cnriiJiuJa  were  punishml,  bj  being  con- 
fiiit'd  Ui  l.iboiir,  he  said,  "  I  donot^ee  that  they 
arc  punished  by  this  :  tliey  must  have  worked 
equally,  hiwl  they  nevcir  bv'en  guilty  ofstealing. 
■^rlii'y  now  only  work  ;  so>  ofler  all,  they  have 
guiiied ;  what  they  stole  L*  clear  giiin  to  them  ; 
the  confinement  is  nothing.  Every  man  who 
works  is  confined :  the  smith  to  hia  shop,  the 
Laihif  to  his  garret/'  Borwbll,  "  And  Lord 
Mansfield  to  ^  court."  Joh>son.  "  Yes,  Sir. 
You  know  tlie  notion  of  confinement  may  be 
cjctindeii^  ns  in  the  sonrr,  ^  Every  island  is  a 
prison.'  There  is  in  Dodsley's  collection  a  copy 
of  verses  to  Uie  author  of  that  song."  ' 

Smith's  Latin  vorses  on  Pococko,  the  great 
traveller^,  were  mentioned,  lie  repeated  some 
of  iheuK  uniJ  i?aid  tliL-y  were  Smitli'a  best  verses. 

IIn  talked  with  an  uncommon  animation  of 
travelling  into  distant  countries  ;  tluit  the  mind 
WHS  enliirj^ed  by  it,  and  that  an  aofiuisition  of 
dijjjnity  ol"  ihtiracter  was  derived  from  it.  lie 
expressed  a  particular  enthusiasm  with  respect 
U)  visiting  the  wall  of  Chinn^  I  catcbcd  it  for  the 
moment,  and  said  I  really  believed  I  shoidd  go 
and  »c*e  the  wall  of  China  had  I  not  children, 
of  whom  it  was  my  duty  to  take  care.  "  Sir," 
said  he,  "  br  doing  so,  you  would  do  what 
would  be  of  importance  in  raising  vour  ehihlren 
tfi  eminence.  There  wouhl  be  a  lustre  reflect- 
ed upiin  them  from  your  spirit  and  curiosity. 
TJiev  would  be  at  all  times  regarded  as  the 
childnm  i>f  a  man  who  had  gone  to  view  the 
wall  of  China.     I  am  serious,  Sir  " 

When  we  had  left  Mr.  Scott's  he  Raid,  ''  W'dl 
vou  go  home  with  me?'*  "Sir,"  said  I,  **it  is 
Ittte  ;  but  ril  go  with  you  for  three  minutes." 
JoiiNSOji.  **  Or/trKT."  *  We  went  to  Mrs.  Wil- 
liftm.s'a  room,  where  we  found  Mr.  Allen  tlie 

Ijrinter,  who  wjw  the  landlord  of  his  house  »n 
iolt-court,  a  worthy,  obliging  man,  and  his 
very  old  ac'iuaintanee ;  and  wbat  was  exceed* 
inglv  amusing,  though  he  was  of  a  very  dimi- 
nutive size,  he  n»e<l,  even  in  Johnaon^s  presence, 
to  iiiiilat^  the  jjlately  periods  and  slow  and 
solemn  utt^^^rance  of  the  great  man.  I  this 
evening  b4JjtAled,  that  although  I  did  not  write 
what  i*  called  stenography,  or  short* hiU'l,  in 
apprtipriated  characters  dcviicd  for  the  pur- 
pose, I  had  a  method  of  my  own  of  writing  naif- 
words,  and  leaving  out  some  altogether,  so  as 
yet  to  keeji  the  substance  and  language  of  any 
iliacours^^  which  I  had  heard  so  niMch  in  view« 


»  I 


t   >,. 

tAl     1 1 

Cork' 
rlrr  » 

I'fOh 

rrri  t  <  •■ 
rotticntnrp 


n  rKaminfd  DndslifT**  CotWtlon  fnr  tb« 
■i\  lo.  The  tonp  iwcltiB  «ith  the  wordu, 
'mp,  brother  drUor."  ~  M*u«i«ll,  Tho 
iVitmd  ih  niur^m*  and  ottmr  cmIUmmIoiw.  — 

-  .iTf  fiti  Edwai-d  Poforlt*,  Ihn  irrvnt  Orif*'n-. 


'.wiird.hflinK  iKirn  )n  1604;  ftkhard. 


i>iM  irii„iniri({,     Moll  r<*4<J«vr!i  would  hftvi' com* 
Ql>vl<>u»C<ntc)M*ion^tbat  lla«w«>ll  had  fjiUpd  In  tiU 


that  I  could  give  it  vct  , 

I  had  taken  it  down. 

once  defied  an  fn  t     ' 

he  made  the  exjn 

difitinctly  a  part  i..    i.  -i-i- 1-..,,  ,.      ii 

America,"  whiie  I  endeavonred  to  w  rit*»  ft  in] 

my  way  of  taking  notes.     It  was  found  ihnt 

bad  it  very  imjierfectly ;    the  concluaian  firuaJ 

which  was^  that  its  exccllejice  waa  \^  ' 

owing    lo    a   studied    arrangem*  ; 

which  coulil  not  be  varied  or  abn 

an  essential  injury.^ 

On  Sunday t  April  12.,  I  found  him  at  ftn 
before   dinner ;     Dr.    Dodd'a   pri 
*'  Thoughts  in  rriaon,"  was  lying  i 
This  appearing  to  me  an  ex' 
by  a  man  who  wna  in  N*v 
crime,  1  was<lcsirou9  to  hem  -i-.. 
of  it :  to  my  surprise,  he  told  m 
read  a  line  of  it.    I  look  up  the  ' 
a  passage  to  him.     Jomkiio?i,  '*  1 
you  are  pre vious'ly  disposed  to  Isl 
rea*l  another  pfts.sjige^  with  which  he  w 
pleased.     He  then  ti:K>k  the  btmk  mt' 
Wnds,  and  having  looked  at  thi- 
end  of  it,  he  said,  "  What  r Pi(/c?i. 
this  was  coinposerl  the  night  befoi 
/  do  not  believe  it."    He  then  ren 
he  prays  for  the  king,  &<:.,  and  oli 
do  you  think  that  a  man,  the  m 
is  to  be  hangeii,  cares  lor  »'■" 
royal  family  ?    Though »  he - 

tills  prayer  then.    A  man  wL    - 

all  his  life,  may  cant  lo  t)ie  last.     A 

man  who  has  l>een  refu!-<^«l  a  p:iir<iuii 

much   petitioning,   would   hardly  be  pnijnyj 

thus  fervently  for  the  king."* 

He,  and  I,  and  Mrs.  Williams  went  to 
with   the  Reverend   Dr.  Percy.      Talki 
Goldsmith,  Johnson  j^id,  he  was  very  en^ 
I  defended  him,  by  obserA'ing,  that  be  owi 
frankly  upon  all  occjisions.     Johnson. 
you  are  enforcing  the  charge.    He  bad  su 
envy,  that  he  could  not  conceal  it»     H»» 
full  of  itf  that  he  overllowefl     lie  tAlkvd 
to  bo  sure,  often  enotigh.     Now,  Sir, 
man  avow^,  he  h  not  aj>ihanie<l  to  think  ; 
many  a   man  thinks  what   he  iis    \«.]i.i 
avow.     We  are  all  envious  natu 
checking  envy,  we  get  tlie  better 
arc  all  thieves  naturally;  a  child  ^tttiys 
to  get  at  what  it  wanUi  the  nearest  way ' 


.iun  .ill  , 

yrl  wotilii 
iomi  nor 
hour  ?),  fi"t  rf..-  i.r>.,,i  ,,l  ..'rifrirlmi,  aixl  ol  tin:  ^Inciu*  tii 
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of  opinion :  "  bat  he 's  the  best  traveller  I  ever 
read;  he  obserres  more  things  than  any  one 
else  does.** 

I  could  not  help  thinking:  that  this  was  too 
high  praise  of  a  writer  who  traversed  a  wide 
extent  of  country  in  such  haste,  that  he  could 
put  together  onlj  curt  frittered  fragments  of 
bis  own,  and  afterwards  procured  supplemental 
intelligence  from  parochial  ministers,  and  others 
not  the  best  qualified  or  most  partial  narrators, 
whose  ungenerous  prejudice  against  the  house 
of  Stuart  glares  in  misrepresentation ;  a  writer, 
who  at  best  treats  merely  of  superficial  objects, 
and  shows  no  philosophical  mvestigation  of 
character  and  manners,  such  as  Johnson  has 
exhibited  in  his  masterly  **  Journey  ^  over  part 
of  the  same  ground ;  and  who,  it  should  seem 
from  a  desire  of  ingratiating  himself  with  the 
Scotch,  has  flattered  the  people  of  North  Bri- 
tain so  inordinately  and  with  so  little  dis- 
crimination, that  the  judicious  and  candid 
amongst  them  must  be  disgusted,  while  they 
value  more  the  plain,  just,  yet  kindly  report  of 
Johnson. 

Having  impartially  censured  Mr.  Pennant, 
as  a  traveller  in  Scotland,  let  me  allow  him, 
from  authorities  much  better  than  mine,  his 
deserved  praise  as  an  able  zoologist;  and  let 
me  also,  from  my  own  understanding  and  feel- 
injjs,  acknowledge  the  merit  of  hb  ''  London,'* 
which,  though  said  to  be  not  quite  accurate  in 
some  particulars,  is  one  of  the  most  pleasing 
topographical  performances  that  ever  appeared 
in  any  language.  Mr.  Pennant,  like  his  coun- 
trymen in  general,  has  the  true  spirit  of  a 
gentleman.  As  a  proof  of  it,  I  shall  quote 
from  his  "  London  "  the  passage  in  whidi  he 
speaks  of  my  illustrious  friend. 

1 
**  I  must  by  no  means  omit  Bolt  Court,  the  long 
residence  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  a  man  of  the  . 
strongest  natural  abilities,  great  learning,  a  most 
retentire  memory,  of  the  deepest  and  most  unaffected 
piety  and  morality,  mingled  with  those  numerous 
weaknesses  and  prejudices,  wliich  his  friends  have 
kindly  taken  care  to  draw  from  their  dread  abode.' 
I  brought  on  myself  his  transient  anger,  by  observ. 
ing  that  in  his  tour  in  Scotland,  he  once  had  long 
and  woful  experience  of  oats  being  the  food  of  men 
in  Scotland,  as  they  were  of  horses  in  England.     It  ' 
was  a  national  reflection  unworthy  of  him,  and  I  | 
shot  my  bolt.     In  turn  he  gave  me  a  tender  hug.*  i 
Con  amort  he  also  said  of  me,  *  The  dog  it  a  Whis/  •  j 
I  admired  the  virtues  of  Lord  Russell,  and  pitied  " 
his  fall.      I  should  have  been  a  Whig  at  the  Revo-  j 
lution.     Inhere  have  been  periods  since  in  which  I  i 
should    have   been,   what   I  now  am,  a  moderate  | 
Tory,  a  supporter,  as  far  as  my  little  influence  ex-  i 
tends,  of  a  well-poised  balance  l)etween  the  crown 
and  the  people  ;  but  should  the  scale  preponderate 
against  the  salus  populif  that  moment  may  it  be 
said,  *  The  dog's  a  H^hig  ! '  " 


'  Thit  is  the  rommnn  cant  againct  faUhful  bio^raphjr. 
D<»e»  the  worthr  pentlomiin  moan  that  I,  who  was  taught 
diwriminatlon  nr  character  bj  Johnson,  should  hare  omitted 
his  iraiUiea.and,  in  short,  hare  bedaubed  him,  as  the  worthv 
gentleman  Itas  bedaubed  Scotland  ?  —  Bobwbll. 


We  had  a  calm  after  the  storm,  sta 

evening  and  supped,  and   were  pleasan 

gay.     But  Dr.  Percy  told  me  he   was 

uneasy  at  what  had' passed,  for  there 

eentleman  there  who  was  acquainted  wit 

^orthimiberland  family,  to  whom  he  hc^ 

have  appeared  more  respectable,  bj  sh< 

how  intimate  he  was  with  Dr.  Johnson 

who  might  now,  on  the  contrary,  go  awa} 

an  opimon  to  his  disadvantage.     He  beg 

would  mention  this  to  Dr.  Johnson,  wh 

afterwards  did.     Uis  observation  upon  il 

^  This  comes  of  stratagem ;    had  he  tol* 

.  that  he  wished  to  appear  to  advantage  I 

that  gentleman,  he  should  have  been  at  tli 

of  the  house  all  the  time.*'     He  spoke  o 

Percy   in   the   handsomest  manner.     '* ' 

Sir,"  said  I,  ^  may  I  be  allowed  to  sngg 

mode  by  which  you  may  effectually  count 

any  unfavourable  report  of  what  passed 

,  will  write  a  letter  to  you  upon  the  subje 

the  unlucky  contest  of  that  day,  and  yoi 

be  kind  enough  to  put  in  writing,  as  an  ai 

,  to  that  letter,  what  you  have  now  said,  a 

Lortl  Percy  is  to  dine  with   us  at  Ge 

Paoli's  soon,  I  will  take  an  opportunity  to 

the  correspondence  in  his  lordship*s  prese 

This  friendly  scheme  was  accorainglv  ca 

into  execution  without  Dr.  Percy's  kn'owlt 

Johnson's   letter  placed  Dr.  Percy's  un( 

tionable  merit   in   the  fairest   point  of  v 

and  I  contrived  that  Lord  Percy  should 

the  correspondence,  by  introducing  it  at  G 

ral  Paoli's   as  an   instance  of  Dr.  John 

kind  disposition  towards  one  in  whom  his  ] 

ship  w:is  interested.     Thus  every  unfavoui 

impression  was   obviated  that   could  post 

have  been  made  on  those  by  whom  he  wi 

most  to  be  regarded.    I  breakfasted  the 

after  with  him,  and  informed  him  of  my  scb 

and  its  happy  completion,  for  which  he  thai 

me  in  the  warmest  terms,  and  was  highly 

lighted  with  Dr.  Johnson's  letter  in  his  pr 

of  which  I  gave  him  a  copy.      He  said, 

would  rather  have  this  than  degrees  froo 

the  universities  in  Europe.     It  will  be  for 

and  my  children,   and   gnmdchildren." 

Johnson  having  afterwanls  asked  me  if  I 

given  him  a  copy  of  it,  and  being  told  1 1 

was  offended,  and  insisted  that  I  should  « 

back,  which  I  did.    As,  however,  he  did 

desire  me  to  destroy  either  the  original  or 

copy,  or  forbid  me  to  let  it  be  seen,  I  tl 

myself  at  liberty  to  apply  to  it  his  gem 

declaration  to  me  concerning  his  own  lett 

**  That  he  did  not  choose  they  should  be  p 

lishcd  in  his  life-time ;  but  had  no  objectioi 

their  appearing  after  his  death."     I  shall  th< 

fore  insert  this  kindly  correspondence,  hai 

faithfully  narrated  the  circumstances  aoot 

panying  it. 

*  See  Dr.  Johnsons's  "  Joumev  to  the  Western  M« 
p.  2fi6. :  fee  his  Dictionarj,  article  Oat*;  and  idt  **  V« 
to  the  Hebrides."  first  edition.  —  Pbnnant. 

>  See  Mr.  Boswdl's  Journal  [on/^,  p.  314.].  ~ ' 
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of  fforrebam,  the  whole  of  which  was  exactly 
thus:-— 

<*  Chap.  LXXIL  —  Cameemittg  Smoke*. 
**  There  are  no  nuke*  to  be  met  with  throughout 
the  whole  island." 

At  dinner  we  talked  of  another  mode  in  the 
newspapers  of  giving  modem  characters  in 
sentences  from  the  ck&tics,  and  of  the  passage — 

**  Parens  deorum  cultor  et  infrequens, 
Insanientts  dum  sapientue 

Coosultus  erro.  nunc  retrorsum 
Vela  dare,  atque  iterare  cursus 
Cogor  relictos,*' » 

being  well  applied  to  Soame  Jenvns;  who, 
afler  having  wandered  in  the  wildsoi  infidelity, 
had  returned  to  the  Christian  faith.  Mr. 
Langton  asked  Johnson  as  to  the  propriety  of 
sapierUia  contuUiu.  Johnsok.  "  Though  am* 
tuUui  was  primarily  an  adjective,  like  amicus 
it  came  to  be  usea  as  a  substantive.  So  we 
have  jum  caruuUui,  a  consult  in  law.** 

We  talked  of  the  styles  of  difierent  painters, 
and  how  certainly  a  connoisseur  could  distin- 
guish them.  I  asked  if  there  was  as  clear  a 
difference  of  styles  in  language  as  in  painting, 
or  even  as  in  handwriting,  so  that  the  compo- 
sition of  every  individual  may  be  distinguished? 
Johnson.  **  x  es.  Those  who  have  a  style  of 
eminent  excellence,  such  as  Drydcn  and  Mil- 
ton, can  always  be  distinguished.**  I  had  no 
doubt  of  this ;  but  what  I  wanted  to  know 
was,  whether  there  was  really  a  peculiar  style 
to  every  man  whatever,  as  there  is  certainly  a 
peculiar  handwriting,  a  peculiar  countenance, 
not  widely  different  m  many,  yet  always  enough 
to  be  distinctive : — 


faciea  non  omnibus  una, 


Nee  diversa  tamen.*" 

The  bishop  thought  not ;  and  said,  he  supposed 
that  many  pieces  in  Dodsley's  collection  of 
poems,  though  all  very  pretty,  had  nothing 
appropriated  in  their  style,  and  in  that  par- 
ticular could  not  be  at  all  distinguished. 
Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  I  think  every  man 
whatever  has  a  peculiar  style,  which  may  be 
discovered  by  nice  examination  and  comparison 


'      "  A  fagltlve  from  hcarwi  and  prayer, 
I  mock'd  at  all  rellpious  fear. 

Deep  Minic'd  in  the  maxy  lore 
Of  mad  philosophy ;  buc  now 
Hoitt  sail,  and  back  my  voyage  plow 

To  that  blest  harbour  which  I  left  before." 

Horace,  Od.  i.  39.  —Prancit. '—  C. 

*  — —  Not  the  same  countenance  in  all, 

Yet  not  unlike.  —  Ovid.  Met.  ii.  13.— C. 

3  Miss  Reynolds  and  Sir  J.  Hawkins  doubted  whether  John- 
son had  ever  been  in  Dodd's  company  ;  but  Johnson  told 
Boswell  (<Mf^,  p.  Ml.)  that  "he  had  once  been."  I  have  now 
before  me  a  letter,  dated  in  1750,  from  i)r.  Dodd  to  his  friend 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Parkhurst,  the  lexicographer,  mentioning  this 
meeting  ;  and  his  account,  at  that  day.  of  the  man  with  whom 
be  was  afterward  to  have  so  painrul  a  correspondence,  is 
interesting  and  curious :  — 

**  I  spentyesterday  afternoon  with  Johnson,  the  celebrated 
author  of  7%e  Rambter,  who  is  of  all  others  the  oddest  and 
most  peculiar  fellow  1  ever  saw.    He  is  six  feet  high,  has  a 


with  others:  but  a  man  most  write  a  j 
deal  to  make  his  strle  obvioaslj  discern 
As  logicians  say,  this  appropnmtioii  of  cty 
infinite  m  poledaie^  limited  ta  aetrnJ* 

Mr.  Topham  Beaaclerk  came  in  the  eren 
and  he  and  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  ataid  to  sap 
It  was  mentioned  that  Dr.  Dodd'  hmd  < 
wished  to  be  a  member  of  the  LiTBmAXT  Ci 
Johnson.  *"  I  should  be  sonj  if  any  of 
Club  were  hanged.  I  will  not  sar  bnt  aom 
them  deserve  it**  Beauclbrk  (supposing 
to  be  aimed  at  persons*  for  whom  he  hai 
that  time  a  wonderful  fancy,  which,  howe 
did  not  last  lone)  was  irritated,  and  eaei 
said,  ^  You,  Sir,  have  a  friend^  (naming  h 
who  deserves  to  be  hanged;  for  he  spc 
behind  their  backs  against  those  with  whon 
lives  on  the  best  terms,  and  attacks  them  in 
newspapers.  He  certainly  ought  to  be  kick 
Johnson.  ^  Sir,  we  all  do'  this  in  some  degi 
'  Veniam  petimwtque  datnusque  vtrtMim.* 
be  sure  it  may  be  done  so  much,  that  a  i 
may  deserve  to  be  kicked.*'  BsArcucmK.  ** 
is  very  malignant.**  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir 
is  not  malignant.  He  is  mischierons,  if 
wilL  He  would  do  no  man  an  essential  injt 
he  may,  indeed,  love  to  nuike  sport  of  p« 
by  vexing  their  vanity.  I,  however,  o 
knew  an  old  gentleman  who  was  absolm 
malignant.  He  really  wished  evil  to  oCh 
and  rejoiced  at  it.**  Boswell.  "  The  gen 
man,  Air.  Beauclerk,  against  whom  you  an 
violent,  is,  I  know,  a  man  of  good  principl 
Beacclebk.  "  Then  he  does  not  wear  tl 
out  in  practice.** 

Dr.  Johnson,  who,  as  I  have  observed  befi 
delighted  in  discrimination  of  character,  i 
havmg  a  masterly  knowledge  of  human  nati 
was  willing  to  take  men  as  they  are,  imperf 
and  with  a  mixture  of  good  and  baid  qualit 
I  suppose  thought  he  had  said  enou^  in 
fence  of  his  friend,  of  whose  merits,  notwi 
standing  his  exceptionable  points,  he  hm 
just  value  :  and  aaded  no  more  on  the  subj 

On  Tuesday,  April  14.,  I  dined  with  hm 
General  Oglethorpe's,  with  General  Paoli  j 
Mr.  Langton.  General  Oglethorpe  declaii 
against  luxury.  Johnson.  ^^  Depend  upoc 
Sir,  every  state  of  society  is  as  luxurious  a 


violent  convultion  In  his  head,  and  bis  ejret  are  dtacoi 
He  speaks  roughly  and  loud,  listens  to  no  man's  opinl 
thoroughly  pertinacious  of  his  own.  Good  sense  ttovii 
him  in  all  he  utters,  and  he  seems  possessed  of  a  prodig 
ftmd  of  knowledge,  which  he  is  not  at  all  reaerved  lac 
municating ;  hut  in  a  manner  so  obstinate,  ungented. 
boorish,  as  renders  it  disagreeable  and  dissaClsittctosy. 
short,  it  is  impossible  for  words  to  describe  him.  Be  as 
oiten  inattentive  to  what  passes  in  companjr.  and  then  !■ 
like  a  person  possessed  by  some  superior  spirit.  I  have  I 
reflecting  on  him  ever  since  I  saw  nim.  lie  Is  amsus  of  i 
universal  and  surprising  genius,  but  in  bimaelf  partic 
beyond  expression."  —  Crokbr. 

*  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  Spencer.  Mr.  Burke,  and  mmd«  • 
Whigs,  the  violence  of  whose  opposition  at  this  time  aM 
to  Johnson  little  short  of  abetting  rebellion,  for  which  i 
**  deserved  to  be  hanged."  —  CaoRsa. 

>  N9 doubt  George  Steevens  (now  Johnaoo^a  coltolga 
editing  Shakespeare),  to  whom  such  nrartioes  were  lafipc 
and  particularly  as  against  Garrich  and  Mofphv.^i 
HmwJcTUfm.  i.  39 — Cborsr. 
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owned  that  "  he  always  found  a  good  dinner  " 
he  said,  "  1  could  write  a  better  book  of  cook- 
ery than  has  ever  yet  been  written ;  it  should 
be  a  book  upon  philosophical  principles.  Phar- 
macy is  now  made  much  more  simple.  Cook- 
ery may  be  made  so  too.  A  i>rescription  which 
is  now  compounded  of  five  iugreilients,  had 
formerly  fifty  in  it.  So  in  cookery,  if  the 
nature  of  the  ingredients  be  well  known,  much 
fewer  will  do.  Then,  as  you  cannot  make  bad 
ULcat  good,  I  would  tell  what  is  the  best 
butcher's  meat,  the  best  beef,  the  best  pieces ; 
how  to  choose  young  fowls ;  tlie  proper  seasons 
of  different  vegetables  ;  and  then  how  to  roast 
and  boil  and  compound.  Dillt.  "IVIrs.Glasse's 
*  Cookery,'  which  is  the  best,  was  written  by 
Dr.  mil.  Half  the  trade  *  know  this."  John- 
son. "  Well,  Sir,  this  shows  how  much  better 
the  subject  of  cookery  may  be  treated  by  a 
philosopher.  I  doubt  if  the  book  be  written 
by  Dr.  Uill ;  for,  in  Mrs.  Glasse*s  '  Cookery,' 
wliich  I  have  looked  into,  saltpetre  and  sal- 
prunella  are  spoken  of  as  diiferent  substances, 
whereas  sal-prunella  is  only  saltpetre  burnt 
on  charcoal ;  and  Uill  could  not  be  ignorant  of 
this.  However,  as  the  gi'catest  part  of  such  a 
book  is  made  by  transcription,  this  mistake 
may  have  been  carelessly  adopted.  But  you 
shall  see  what  a  book  of  cookery  I  shall  make  : 
I  shall  agree  with  Mr.  Dilly  for  the  copyright." 
Miss  Seward.  "  That  would  be  Hercules  with 
the  tlistaii"  indeed."  Johnson.  *'  No,  Madnm. 
Women  can  spin  very  well ;  but  they  cannot 
make  a  good  book  of  cookery." 

Johnson.  *'  0 !  Mr.  Dilly  — you  must  know 
that  an  English  Benedictine  monk  *  at  Paris 
has  translated  '  The  Duke  of  Berwick's  Me- 
moirs,' from  the  original  French,  and  has  sent 
them  to  me  to  sell.  1  offered  them  to  Strahan, 
who  sent  them  back  with  this  answer;  —  *  That 
the  first  book  he  had  published  was  the  Duke 
of  Berwick's  Life,  by  which  he  had  lost :  and 
he  hated  the  name.'  Now  I  honestly  tell  you 
that  Strahan  has  refused  them ;  but  I  also 
honestly  tell  you  that  he  did  it  upon  no  prin- 
ciple, for  he  never  looked  into  them."  Dillt 
"  Are  thepr  well  translated,  Sir  ?  "  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  very  well ;  in  a  style  very  current 
and  clear.  I  have  written  to  the  Benedictine 
to  give  me  an  answer  ujkhi  two  points.  What 
evidence  is  there  that  the  letters  are  authentic  ? 
(for  if  they  are  not  authentic,  they  arc  no- 
thing.) And  how  long  will  it  be  before  the 
original  French  is  published  ?  For  if  the 
French  edition  is  not  to  apj)ear  for  a  consider- 
able time,  the  translation  will  be  almost  as 
valuable  as  an  original  book.  They  will  make 
two  volumes  in  octavo ;  and  I  have  undertaken 
to  correct  every  sheet  as  it  comes  from  tlie 

>  As  phytician*  are  calli'd  the  facultv,  nnd  couniollort  .it 
law  the  piojrttion,  the  bouksellvrs  of  I<ondon  an>  donomi- 
nate<l  the  trad*".    Jolinfun  diiapproved  of  thcfo  dnnumina- 

tilMt^.—  BU4WELL. 

-  The  Abbo  Hook.  Thoy  wore  piibliahpd.  In  1779.  by 
Cndcil.  -  Markintosh.  Th«  '*  MetHuires  du  Marirhat  de 
Bt'rtrtck'*  (writtim  in  the /Airrf  prrbOtO  had  bttcn  publlsliod 
by  the  Abbe  du  Marguii,  in  1737:  those  mcoiioned  in  the  >  Cuokeu,  liii?. 


press."  Mr.  Dilly  desired  to  sec  them,  and 
said  he  would  send  for  them.  He  asked  Dr. 
Johnson  if  he  would  write  a  preface  to  tJiem. 
Johnson.  *^  No,  Sir.  The  BencdictiDes  were 
very  kind  to  me,  and  I'll  do  what  I  undertook 
to  do;  but  I  will  not  mingle  mj  name  with 
them.  I  am  to  g^n  nothing  by  them.  I'll 
turn  them  loose  upon  the  world,  and  let  thcin 
take  their  chance.  Dr.  JVIato.  "  Pray,  Sir, 
are  Gan^anelli's  letters  authentic  ?  "  Johnson. 
*'  No,  Sir.  Voltaire  put  the  same  question  to 
the  editor  of  them  that  I  did  to  Macpherson 
—  Where  are  the  originals  ?  "  ' 

Mrs.  Knowles  affected  to  complain  that  men 
had  much  more  liberty  allowed    them  than 
women.    Johnson.    "Why,   Madam,   women 
have  all  the  liberty  they  should  wish  to  have. 
We  have  all  the  labour  and  the  danger,  and 
the  women  all  the  advantage.     We  go  to  sea, 
we  build  houses,  we  do  every  thing,  in  short, 
to    pay   our    court    to    the    women."     Mrs. 
Knowles.  "  The  Doctor  reasons  very  wittily, 
but  not  very  convincingly.    Now,   take  the 
instance  of  building :  the  masoifs  wife,  if  she 
is  ever  seen  in  liquor,  is  ruined:  the  mason 
may  get  himself  drunk  as  oflen  as  he  pleases, 
with  little  loss  of  character;  nay,  may  let  his 
wife  and  children  starve."   Johnson.  "Madam, 
you  must  consider,  if  the  mason  does  get  him- 
self drunk,  and  let  his  wife  and  children  Btaire^ 
the  ])arish  will  oblige  him  to  find  security  fur 
their  maintenance.     We  have  dififerent  modes 
of  restraining  evil.     Stocks  for  the   men,  a 
ducking-stool  for  women,  and   a  pound  for 
beasts.    If  we  require  more  perfection  from 
women  than  from  ourselves,  it  is  doing  them 
honour.    And    women    have    not    the    same 
temptations  that  we  have;   they  may  alwavs 
live  in  virtuous  company ;  men  must  mix  in 
the  world  indiscriminately.     If  a  woman  has 
no  inclination  to  do  what  is   wrong,   being 
secured  from  it  is  no  restraint  to  her.    I  am  at 
liberty  to  widk  into  the  Thames ;  but  if  I  were 
to  try  it,  my  friends  would  restrain  me  in  Bed- 
lam, and  I  should  be  obliged  to  them.**     Ma^ 
Knowles.  "  StUl,  Doctor,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing it  a  hardship  that  more    indulgence  ii 
allowc<l  to  men  than  to  women.     It  gives  a 
superiority  to  men,  to  which  I  do  not  see  haw 
they  are  entitled."    Johnson.   "  It   is  plais, 
Madam,  one  or  other  must  have  the  supe- 
riority.    As   Shakspeare  says,   *■  If  two  men 
ride  on   a  horse,  one    must   ride    behind."* 
Dillt.  "  I  supjjose.  Sir,  Mrs.  Knowles  would  i 
have  them  ride  in  panniers,  one  on  each  side.**  i 
Johnson.   "  Then,  Sir,  the  horse  would  throw  \ 
them  both."    Mrs.  Knowles.  "  Well,  I  hope  ' 
that  in  another  world  the  sexes  will  be  cquaL**  t 
Boswell.     "That    is    being    too    ambitiuiifl,  ' 

text  are  written  in  the  jirtt  piston,  ai  by  Berwick  UbmK  I 

but  were  revised  by  the  Abb^  Hook,  and  published  In  Pirii  ' 

liy  Berwirk't  fcraudnou,  tlie  Due  de  FlUjainef,  ITTS-W.—  i 

Cbokeb.  lWl-47.  ' 

^  Thpse  protruded  letteri  of  Pope  Clement  XIV.,  GaiHpl*  j 

nelli.  were  written  and  piibliihed  by  the  Marqtilf  CarmrMI.  ' 

first  in  French,  in  1775,  and  aiterwardt  la  ItaUaa.  bi  J777.—  ' 
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Madam.  We  might  as  well  desire  to  be  equal 
with  the  angels.  We  shall  all,  I  hope,  be 
happy  in  a  future  state,  but  we  must  not 
expect  to  be  all  happy  in  the  same  degree.  It 
is  enough,  if  we  be  happy  according  to  our 
several  capacities.  A  worthy  carman  will  get 
to  heaven  as  well  as  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  Yet, 
though  equally  good,  they  will  not  have  the 
same  degrees  of  happiness.*'  Johnson.  "  Pro- 
bably not" 

Upon  this  subject  I  had  once  before  sounded 
him  hj  mentioning  the  late  Reverend  Mr.  Brown 
of  Utrecht's  image ;  that  a  great  and  small  glass, 
though  equally  full,  did  not  hold  an  equal  quan- 
tity; which  he  threw  out  to  refute  David 
Hume's  saying,  that  a  little  miss,  going  to 
dance  at  a  bail,  in  a  fine  new  dress,  was  as 
happy  as  a  great  orator,  ailer  having  made  an 
eloquent  and  applauded  speech.  After  some 
thought,  Johnson  said,  "  1  come  over  to  the 
parson."  As  an  itistoncc  of  coincidence  of 
thinking,  Mr.  Dilly  told  me,  that  Dr.  King,  a 
late  dissenting  minister  in  London,  said  to  him, 
upon  the  happiness  in  a  future  state  of  good 
men  of  different  capacities,  "  A  pail  does  not 
hold  so  much  as  a  tub ;  but,  if  it  be  equally 
full,  it  has  no  reason  to  complain.  Every  saint 
in  heaven  will  have  as  much  happiness  as  he 
can  hold."  Mr.  Dilly  thought  this  a  clear, 
though  a  familiar,  illustration  of  the  phrase, 
^One  star  differeth  from  another  in  oright- 
nesB.**  (1  Cor.  XV.  41.) 

Dr.  Mayo  having  asked  Johnson's  opinion  of 
Soame  Jenyns's  ^'^iew  of  the  Internal  Evi- 
dence of  the  Christian  Religion;" — JomisoN. 
**  I  think  it  a  pretty  book ;  not  very  theological, 
indeed ;  and  there  seems  to  be  an  affectation  of 
ease  and  carelessness,  as  if  it  were  not  suitable 
to  his  character  to  be  very  serious  about  the 
matter."  Boswbll.  "  He  may  have  intended 
this  to  introduce  his  book  the  better  among 
genteel  people,  who  mi^t  be  unwilling  to  read 
too  grave  a  treatise.  There  is  a  general  levity 
in  the  age.  We  have  physicians  now  with  bag- 
wigs  ;  may  we  not  have  airy  divines,  at  least 
somewhat  less  solemn  in  their  appearance  than 
they  used  to  be?"  Johnson.  "Jenyns  might 
mean  as  you  say."  Boswell.  ^^You  should  like 
his  book,  Mrs.  Knowles,  as  it  maintains,  as  you 
friends  do,  that  courage  is  not  a  Christian 
virtue."  Mrs.  Knowles.  "  Yes,  indeed,  I  like 
him  there ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  him  that 
friendship  is  not  a  Christian  virtue."  John- 
son. "Why,  Madam,  strictly  speaking,  he  is 


>  The  tentiinrnt  is  Aiittotle'i :  tvSiit  ^iXt  Z  itaXXm  fikt  — 
.,e  kaMno/rimdickakat  many  friends  (Eud.  Kth.  rU.  12.), 
which  Dioffene*  Laertlus  condcnaed  into  «  (  2  ?)  ^Hm,  miitif 


ffX«r.UMl  Johnson  (ante,  p.  64.)  into  m  ^iXu,  tu»  ^kn 
doubt  whether  the  m  attributed  to  Jnhnion  it  not  an  error  of 
tnuuerlption  occatloned  by  his  haring  added,  as  Casaubon 
bad  alreadv  done,  the  iota  tubtcriptum  to  the  « in  the  common 
t«xu  of  Dtofeneii.  —  Cbokeb. 

*  Dr.  Uayo,  no  doubt,  meant  "  A  Cartful  and  Striet  En- 
etHrw  into  the  Modem  prrvaiting  Sotion  that  Freedom  if 
WiU  U  essential  to  Moral  Atencp**  by  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
Edwards,  President  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey.  Of  this 
work.  Sir  James  Mackintosh  (who  so  kindly  assisted  me  in 
aaj  frtt  edition  of  this  work,  and  wbote  /<mm  the  literary  and 


right.  All  friendship  is  preferring  the  interest 
of  a  friend  to  the  neglect,  or,  peraaps,  against 
the  interest,  of  others ;  so  that  an  old  Greek 
said,  ^He  that  has  friends  has  no  friend.^ 
Now,  Christianity  recommends  universal  bene- 
volence ;  to  consider  all  men  as  our  brethren ; 
which  is  contrary  to  the  virtue  of  friendship, 
as  described  by  the  ancient  philosophers. 
Surely,  Madam,  your  sect  must  approve  of 
this;  for  you  call  all  men  friends.  Mbs. 
Knowles.  "We  are  commanded  to  do  good 
to  all  men,  *  but  especially  to  them  who  are  of 
the  household  of  faith.' ^'  Johnson.  "Well, 
Madam;  the  household  of  faith  is  wide 
enough."  Mbs.  Knowles.  "  But,  Doctor,  our 
Saviour  had  twelve  apostles,  yet  there  was  one 
whom  he  loved.  John  was  called  *  the  dis- 
ciple whom  Jesus  loved.'"  Johnson  (with 
eyes  sparkling  bcnignantly).  "  Very  well  in- 
deed, Madam.  You  have  said  very  well." 
BoswELL.  "  A  fine  ai)];)lication.  Pray,  Sir,  had 
you  ever  thought  of  it?"  Johnson.  "I  had 
not,  Sir." 

From  this  pleasing  subject,  he,  I  know  not 
how  or  why,  made  a  sudden  transition  to  one 
upon  which  he  was  a  violent  aggressor;  for  he 
said,  "  I  am  willing  to  love  all  mankindi,  except 
an  American;^  and  his  inflammable  corruption 
bursting  into  horrid  fire,  he  "breathed  out 
threatenings  and  slaughter;'*  calb'ng  them 
"rascals,  robbers,  pirates,"  and  exclaiming, 
he  'd  "  bum  and  destrojr  them."  Miss  Seward, 
looking  to  him  with  mdd  but  steady  astonish- 
ment, said,  "  Sir,  this  is  an  instance  that  we 
are  always  most  violent  against  those  whom  we 
have  injured."  He  was  irritated  still  more  by 
this  delicate  and  keen  reproach;  and  roared 
out  another  tremendous  volley,  which  one 
might  fancy  could  be  heard  across  the  Atlantic. 
During  this  tempest  I  sat  in  great  uneasiness, 
lamenting  his  heat  of  temper,  till,  by  degrees, 
I  diverted  his  attention  to  other  topics. 

Db.  Mato  (to  Dr.  Johnson).  "  Pray,  Sir, 
have  you  read  Edwards,  of  New  England,  on 
Grace?"*  Johnson.  "No,  Sir."  Boswell. 
"  It  puzzled  me  so  much  as  to  the  frecflom  of 
the  numan  will,  by  stating,  with  wonderful 
acute  ingenuity,  our  being  actuated  by  a  series 
of  motives  which  we  cannot  resist,  that  the  only 
relief  I  had  was  to  forget  it."  Mato.  "But 
he  makes  the  proper  distinction  between  moral 
and  physical  necessity."  Boswell.  "Alas! 
Sir,  tney  come  both  to  the  same  thing.  You 
may  be  bound  as  hard  by  chains  when  covered 


political  world  now  lament)  observes,  in  his  autobiography: 
^  Robert  Hall's  society  and  conversation  had  a  great  influence 
on  my  mind.  He  led  roe  to  the  perusal  of  Jonathan  Ed- 
wardsU  work  on  Free  Will,  which  Dr.  Priestley  had  pointed 
out  before.  I  am  sorry  that  I  never  yet  read  the  other  works 
of  that  extraordinary  man,  who.  in  a  metaphysical  age  or 
country,  would  certainly  have  been  deemed  as  much  the 
boast  of  America  as  his  great  countryman  Franklin.  —  Mem. 

of  Mackintoshy  vol.  i.  p.  14 C.  I8U.     Boawell.  U  must  be 

recollected.  In  spite  of  his  toryism.  took  the  American  side  } 
but  this  phrase  "inflammable  corruption  bursting  out  in 
horrid  fire,"  U  extravagant,  if  not  unintelligible.  —  Cm&kr, 
1847. 


QQ 
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by  leather,  as  when  the  iron  appears.  The 
argument  for  the  moral  necessity  of  human 
actions  is  always,  I  observe,  ibrtified  by  sup- 
posing universal  prescience  to  be  one  of  the 
attributes  of  the  Deity."  Johnson.  "  You  are 
surer  that  you  are  free,  than  you  are  of  pre- 
science; you  arc  surer  that  you  can  lift  up 
your  finger  or  not  as  you  please,  than  you  are 
of  any  conclusion  from  a  de<luction  of  reason- 
ing. But  let  us  consider  a  little  the  objection 
from  prescience.  It  is  certain  I  am  either  to 
go  home  to-night  or  not :  that  does  not  pre- 
vent my  freedom.*'  Boswell.  "That  it  is 
certain  you  are  either  to  go  home  or  not,  does 
not  prevent  your  freedom :  because  tlie  liberty 
of  cnoice  between  the  two  is  compatible  with 
that  certainty.  IJut  if  oric  of  these  events  be 
certain  noWy  you  have  no  future  power  of  voli- 
tion. If  it  be  certain  you  are  to  go  home  to- 
night, you  inu&t  go  home."  Johnson.  "  If  I 
am  well  acquainted  with  a  man,  I  can  judge 
with  great  probability  how  he  will  act  in  any 
case,  without  his  being  restrained  by  my  judg- 
ing. God  may  have  this  probability  increased 
to  certainty.'  Boswell.  "  When  it  is  increased 
to  certainty^  freedom  ceases,  because  that  can- 
not be  certainly  foreknown  which  is  not  certain 
at  the  time ;  but  if  it  be  certain  at  the  tune,  it 
is  a  contradiction  in  terms  to  maintain  that 
there  can  be  afterwards  any  coJithigency  de- 
pendent upon  the  exercise  of  will  or  any  thing 
else."  Johnson.  "All  theory  is  against  the 
freedom  of  the  will ;  all  expi'ricnce  for  it."  I 
did  not  push  the  sulycct  any  farther.  I  was 
glad  to  find  him  so  mild  in  discussing  a  ques- 
tion of  the  most  abstract  nature,  involved  with 
theological  tenets  which  he  generally  would 
not  suffer  to  be  in  any  degree  opix)sed.* 

He,  as  usual,  defended  luxury :  "  You  can- 
not sjicnd  money  in  luxury  without  doing  ^ood 
to  the  poor,  ^lay,  you  do  more  good  to  them 
by  spending  it  in  luxury;  you  make  them 
exert  industry,  whereas  by  giving  it  you  keep 
them  idle.  I  own,  indeed,  there  may  be  more 
virtue  in  giving  it  immediately  in  charity, 
than  in  spending  it  in  luxury;  though  there 
may  be  nride  in  that  too.'  Miss  Seward 
anked,  if  this  was  not  Mandeville's  doctrine  of 
"private  vices,  public  benefits."  Johnsoh. 
"  'I'he  fallacy  of  tliat  book  is,  tliat  Mandeville 
defmes  neither  vices  nor  benefits.  He  reckons 
among  vices  every  thing  that  gives  pleasure. 
He  takes  the  narrowest  system  of  morality, 
monastic  morality,  which  holds  pleasure  itself 
to  l>e  a  vice,  such  as  eating  salt  with  our  fish. 


>  ThU  (OPtni  A  very  ]oo«e  roporL  Dr.  Johnson  neror 
rniild  hare  talked  of  "  God'*  having  probabHity  iiicr(>ased  to 
rrrtamtu."  To  the  Eternal  and  Intinito  Creator  there  can 
Iw  neither  probability  nor  Juturity-~»W  U  Ct-rtainly  and 
present.  The  action  which  itjuture  to  mortals  is  only  a 
|K)int  of  eternity  In  the  eye  of  the  Almiuhtv,  and  it  and  all 
th<>  motives  that  led  to  it  are  and  were  from  all  eternity  pre- 
$ent  to  lIiM.  Our  boiindtnl  intellects  cann«)t  comprehenu  the 
ftrcMcienef  of  the  Dettv  ;  but  if  that  attribute  be  conceded, 
there  keems  no  dllKculty  in  nTonriling  it  with  our  own  free 
agency ;  for  God  Mas  already  seen  w  hat  man  viit  choose  to  do. 
— Ckorrr. 

'  If  any  of  my  readers  arc  disturbed  bv  this  thorny  quos- 


because  it  makes  it  eat  better ;  and  he  reckons 
wealth  as  a  public  benefit,  which   is  bj  no 
means  always  true.     Pleasure  of  it«elf  is  not  a 
vice.     Ilavm|^  a  garden,  which  we  all  know  to 
be  perfectly  innocent,  is  a  great  pleasure.     At 
the  same  time,  in  this  state  of  being  there  are 
mimy  pleasures  vices,  which,  however,  are  so 
immediately   agreeable   that  we    can    hardly 
abstain  from  them.    The  happiness  of  heaven 
will  be,  that  pleasure  and  virtue  will  be  per- 
fectly consistent.    Mandeville  puts  the  case  of 
a  man  who  gets  drunk  at  an  alehouse;   and 
says  it  is  a  public  benefit,  because  so  much 
money  is  got  by  it  to  the  public.     But  it  most 
be  considered,  that  all  the  good  gained  by 
this,  through  the  gradation  of  alehouse-keeper, 
brewer,  maltster,  and  farmer,  is  overbalanced 
by  the  evil  caused  to  the  man  and  his  family 
by  his  getting  drunk.    This  is  the  way  to  try 
what  is  vicious,  by  ascertaining  whether  more 
evil  than  good  is  produced  by  it   upon  the 
whole,  which  is  the  case  in  all  vice.     It  may 
happen  that  good  is  produced  by  vice,  but  not 
as  vice ;  for  instance,  a  robber  may  take  money 
from  its  owner,  and  give  it  to  one  who  wiu 
make  a  l)etter  use  of  it     Here  is  good  pro- 
duced ;  but  not  by  the  robbery  as  robbery,  hot 
as  translation  of  property.     I  read  Mandeville 
forty  or,  I  believe,  fif\y  years  ago.'  He  did  not 
puzzle  me ;  he  opened  my  views  into  real  life 
very  much.     No,  it  is  clear  that  the  happineM 
of  society  depends  on  virtue.    In  Sparta,  theft 
was  allowed  by  general  consent ;  theft,  there- 
fore, was  there  not  a  crime;  but  then  there  I 
was  no  security;    and  what  a  life  must  they 
have  had,  when  there  was  no  security !    With- 
out truth  there  must  be  a  dissolution  of  society. 
As  it  is,  there  is  so  little  truth,  that  we  are 
almost  afrdd  to  trust  to  our  ears:    but  how 
should  we  be,  if  falsehood  were  multipled  ten 
times !     Society  is  held  together  by  commuiii- 
cation  and  information ;  and  I  remember  thif 
remark  of  Sir  Thomas  Brown's,  *Do  the  devib 
lie  ?     No ;  for  then  hell  could  not  subsist.* " 

Talking  of  Miss  [Hannah  More],  a  litcrtiy 
lady,  he  said,  "  I  was  obliged  to  s|)eak  to  Miiv 
Keynolds,  to  let  her  know  that  I  desired  Ab 
would  not  flatter  me  so  much."  Somebody  now 
observed,  "  She  flatters  Garrick.**  JoHmcui. 
"  She  is  in  the  right  to  flatter  Garrick.  She  if 
in  the  right  for  two  reasons;  first,  because  die 
has  the  world  with  her,  who  have  been  praising 
Garrick  these  thirty  years ;  an<l,  secondly,  be- 
cause she  is  rewarded  for  it  by  Garrick.*  Why 
should  she  flatter  me  f    I  can  do  nothing  fyr 


lion,  I  bep  \oA\o  to  recommend  to  them  Letter  09.  of  1lo»> 
tejHiuieu's  Lrttres  Persnnufs,  and  the  lata  Mr.  John  I 
of  IslIuKton'i  Answer  to  Dr.  Prlestley'a  mechanical 
menu  for  what  lie  absurdly  calls  "  philocophical  necctsto." 
—  UuswRLL.  I  think  any  reader  who  turns  to  the  SMh  %. 
sian  Letter  for  any  thing  satisfactory  or  erm  plauitblr  b 
this  matter  will  be  disap|>ointed.  —  Ckokkk,  IS47 

>  .Sec  I'inails  Anecdotes,  p.  136. 

*  Johnson  prolmhly  meant  either  that  Garrick  npald  k« 
in  her  own  coin,  or  helped  her  lu  brinjtins out  her  nfcw-  w, 
flnnlly, by  intnuiucinK  her  into  freneral  ftndet*.  IcHmI M 
be  wondered  at  that  an  inexperienced  joung  bdv, 
transported  from  obscure  profindal  III*  IntotM 
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the  fact.  *  TkL<s,'  says  John,  '  is  a  proof  that  a 
ghost  knows  tmr  thoughts.'  Now"  (luu^hinj^), 
"  It  is  not  necessary  to  know  otir  thoughts,  to 
tell  that  an  attorney  will  Bometimes  do  nothing. 
Charles  Wesley,  who  is  a  more  fitfttioriiir-y  niaii, 
dix*s  not  believe  tho  story.  I  am  sorry  that 
John  did  not  take  more  pains  tfl  inquire  into 
the  evidence  for  it "  Miss  Sewabu  (with  on 
incredulous  smile).  "What,  Sir  I  iihoutaghost!" 
JoiiivHtJN  (with  solemn  vehemence),  "  Ye;!, 
Madam ;  this  is  a  question  which,  after  five 
thouistind  years,  is  yet  undecided' ;  a  question, 
whether  in  theology  or  philosfrphy,  one  of  the 
niost  Important  that  can  come  before  the  human 
understiiiiding.** 

Mi's.  Knowles  mentioned,  us  a  proselyte  to 
Quakerism,  Miss  [June  Hurry]*,  a  youn^j 
Iwly,  well  known  to  Dr.  Johnson,  for  whom  he 
Imd  hhown  much  aliection  ;  while  she  ever  had, 
and  still  retained,  a  great  respect  for  him.  Mrs. 
Knowles  lit  the  same  time  took  an  opportunity 
of  k'ltinj!;,'  him  know  **^  that  the  amiable  young 
creature  wo^  soiTy  at  finding  that  he  was  of- 
fended at  her  leuvingf  the  Church  of  England, 
ftnd  embnicirig  &  simpler  faith ;"  and,  in  the 
genfJest  and  most  persuasive  manner,  solicited 
his  kind  indulgence  for  what  was  sincerely  a 
matter  of  conscience.  Joiufsotf  (frowning 
very  Hnj»rily),  •*Ma«iam,she  i«t  an  odious  wench. 
She  could  not  have  any  prorier  eonviotion  that 
it  was  her  duty  to  change  m  r  '  "  which 
Ls  the  most  ittiptirtant  of  alt  sn  -houhl 

be  studied  with  all  care,  and  wnn  -.m  me  helps 
we  can  /^ot.  She  knew  no  more  of  the  churtli 
which  ghe  left^  and  that  which  she  embraced, 
than  she  did  of  the  difference  between   the 


*   Tbit   U  an   Argumiinit  iu*t  lite  olhrr  way  ;  A  negative 
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C'Opernican   and   Ptolemaic   »yftenjs/ 

Khowles.  "  She  had  the  New  TetiUiiDeiil 

fore   her."     Jouksok.     '*  Mailam^    «!*«> 

not  understand  the  New  Testnuii'tit,  tins 

difficult  book  in  the  world,  for  wf  " 

of  a  life  is  required."     jyttis,  Kn 

clear  as  to  essentials,"     Jurrv     - 

to  controversial    points,     i 

ea.sily  converted,  Wause  ti 

give  up ;  but  we  ou^ht  not, 

conviction   indee*!,    to  dcpi  c.    u^ 

which  we  have  been  educated,      i  iuit 

religion  given  you,  the  religion  in  which  it' 

be  said  Providence  has  pla^^-cd  you.     If  vou  \h 

eonacientioiisly  in  that  relijrion,    jn*\    tnay 

eafe-     But  error  is  dangerous  ii 

err  when  you  choose  a  reliizion 

Mrs.  Knowles.  **Mu5^r 

faith?"     JoHKSON,  '' V 

est  part  of  our   knotv 

and  as  to  reli«^ion,  hA\ 

ciple  of  Confucius,  oil  :  ..-    ..  ., 

&ay  for  himself?"     He  then  r^ 

passion,  and  attacked  Hio  vmn 

the  severest  terms  of  : 

ladies  seemed  to  be  mi  I 

We  remained  togethei  till  il  w 
Notwithstanding  oeca^oniil  exyjl- 
lence,  we  were  all  delighted  iifKm  xXm 
with  Johnson.     I  compared  him  at  this 
t*j  a  warm  West  ImKan  climate,   whui 
have  a  bright  sun,  qtuck  ve^tation,  luxi 
foliage,  luscious  fruits;  but  whore  the 
heat  somettmcs  prtxluce*  thunder,    ligfal 
and  earthquakes  in  a  terrible  degree.' 


Mfi.  KdowIm,  to  hor  own  nccounl  of 
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Itip  vuriuxtt)'  in  |urui,L'U  will  ^utl,ii.i  s^U't-Uwr  .1  \i,h*  »F<Hi>ii  Ut 
me  \<i  rrjcci  It,  buwoTer  wUILn^  l»  gratify  Mrt.  KuokIu.  — 
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seen  me  since  1729.  *  He  knew  me,  and  asked  if 
I  remembered  one  Edwards  ;  I  did  not  at  first  re- 
collect the  name,  but  gradually,  as  we  walked  along, 
recovered  it,  and  told  him  a  conversation  that  had 
passed  at  an  alehouse  Itctween  us.  My  purpose 
is  to  continue  our  acquaintance.'*  (iV.  atui  Med,, 
p.  164.) 

It  was  in  Butcher-row  that  this  meeting 
happened.  Mr.  £klwards,  who  was  a  decent- 
looking,  elderly  man,  in  gray  clothes,  and  a 
wi<?  of  manj  curls,  accosted  Johnson  with  fa- 
niiliar  confidence,  knowing  who  he  was,  while 
Johnson  returned  his  salutation  with  a  cour- 
teous formality,  as  to  a  stranger.  But  as  soon 
as  Edwards  had  brought  to  his  recollection 
their  haying  been  at  Pembroke  College  together 
nine-and-forty  years  ago,  he  seemed  much 
pleased,  asked  where  he  lived,  and  said  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  him  in  Bolt-court.  Ed- 
wards. "Ah,  Sir!  we  are  old  men  now." 
Johnson  (who  never  liked  to  think  of  being 
old).  "  Don't  let  us  discourage  one  another. ' 
Edwards.  "  Why,  doctor,  you  look  stout  and 
hearty.  I  am  happy  to  see  you  so ;  for  the 
newspapers  told  us  you  were  very  ill.'*  John- 
son. "  Ay,  Sir,  they  are  always  telling  lies  of 
tis  okifellowsy 

Wishing  to  be  present  at  more  of  so  singular 
a  conversation  as  that  between  two  fellow-col- 
legians, who  had  lived  forty  years  in  London 
without  ever  having  chanced  to  meet,  I  whis- 
pered to  Mr,  Edwards  that  Dr.  Johnson  was 
going  home,  and  that  he  had  l>ettcr  accompany 
him  now.  So  Edwards  walked  along  with  us, 
I  eagerly  assisting  to  keep  up  the  conversation. 
Mr.  Edwards  informed  Dr.  Johnson  that  he 
had  practised  long  as  a  solicitor  in  Chancery, 
but  that  he  now  lived  in  the  country  upon  a 
little  farm,  about  sixty  acres,  just  by  Steven- 
age, in  Hertfordshire,  and  that  he  came  to 
London  (to  Barnard's  Inn,  No.  6.)  generally 
twice  a  week.  Johnson  appearing  to  be  in  a 
reverie,  Mr.  Edwards  addi%ssed  himself  to  me, 
and  expatiated  on  the  pleasure  of  living  in  the 
countr^.  BoswEix.  "I  have  no  notion  of 
this,  Sir.  What  you  have  to  entertain  you  is, 
I  think,  exhausted  in  half  an  hour."  Edwards. 
"  What  I  don't  you  love  to  have  hope  realised  ? 
I  see  my  grass,  and  my  corn,  and  my  trees 
growing.    Now,  for  instance,  I  am  cunous  to 


1  This  deliberate  usertion  of  Johnson,  that  bo  had  not 
seen  Edwards  since  1729.  is  a  confinnatioo  of  the  opinion  de- 
rived bj  Dr.  Hall,  from  the  dates  in  the  college  books,  that 
Johnson  did  not  retam  to  Pembroke  College  after  Christ- 
mas. 1729—  an  Important  fact  in  his  early  history.  See  atUi, 
p.  13.  n.  2.  —  CaoKBR. 

*  Nay.  not  so.  The  question  raised  was  the  want  of 
interett  m  a  country  life ;  and  the  fear  was,  therefore,  as  good 
as  the  hope.  —  Caoasa. 

'  Johnson  said  to  me  afterwards, "  Sir,  they  respKted  me 
for  my  literature ;  and  vet  it  was  not  great  but  by  com- 
parison.  Sir,  It  is  amazing  how  little  literature  there  it  in 
the  world."  —  Boswill. 

<  Matthew  Bloxam  entered  at  Pembroke  College,  March 
S».  1729  ;  M.  A..  July,  173A.  —  Hatl.—  Crokbr. 

*  This  line  has  frequentlr  been  attributed  to  Dryden,  when 
at  Westminster.  But  neither  Eton  nor  Westminster  haTe  in 
truth  any  claim  to  it,  the  line  being  borrowed  fW>m  an  epi- 
gram by  Crashaw.  l^e  original  is  much  more  elegant  than 
the  copy,  the  water  being  personified,  and  the  word  on  which 


see  if  this  frost  has  not  nipped  my  fruit  ti 
Johnson  (who  we  did  not  unagine  was  at< 
ing).  "  You  find.  Sir,  you  have  fears  as 
as  hopes."  So  well  did  he  see  the  whole, ' 
another  saw  but  the  half  of  a  subject.* 

AVhen  we  got  to  Dr.  Johnson  s  house, 
were  seated  in  his  library,  the  dialogue  ^ 
on  admirably.  Edwards.  "  Sir,  I  remei 
you  would  not  let  us  say  prodigious  at  col 
For  even  then.  Sir  (turning  to  me),  he 
delicate  in  language,  and  we  all  feared  hi 
Johnson  (to  Edwards).  "  From  your  ha 
practised  the  law  long,  Sir,  I  presume  you  i 
be  rich."  Edwards.  "  No,  Sir ;  I  got  a  j 
deal  of  money ;  but  I  had  a  number  of 
relations,  to  whom  I  gave  a  great  part  of 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  have  been  rich  in 
most  valuable  sense  of  the  word."  £dwa 
"  But  I  shall  not  die  rich."  Johnson.  "  ] 
sure.  Sir,  it  is  better  to  live  rich,  than  U. 
rich."  Edwards.  "  I  wish  I  had  continue 
college."  Johnson.  "  Why  do  you  wish 
Sir  ?  *'  Edwards.  "  Because  I  think  I  sh 
have  had  a  much  easier  life  than  mine 
been.  I  should  have  been  a  parson,  and  I 
good  living,  like  Bloxam*  and  several  others 
lived  comfortably."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  th< 
of  a  parson,  of  a  conscientious  clergyma 
not  easy.  I  have  always  considered  a  dc 
man  as  the  father  of  a  larger  family  than 
able  to  maintain.  I  would  rather  have  C 
eery  suits  upon  my  hands  than  the  cui 
souls.  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  envy  a  clergyn 
life  as  an  easy  life,  nor  do  I  envy  the  dc 
man  who  makes  it  an  easy  life."  Here  ta 
himself  up  all  of  a  sudden,  he  exclaimed, 
Mr.  Edwards,  I'll  convince  you  that  I  reoo 
you.  Do  you  remember  our  drinking  togi 
at  an  alehouse  near  Pembroke-gate  ?  At 
time,  you  told  me  of  the  Eton  boy,  who,  u 
verses  on  our  Saviour's  turning  water  into ' 
were  prescribed  as  an  exercise,  brought 
single  line,  which  was  highly  admired : 

*  Vidit  et  crubuit  lympha  pudica  Deum  * 
and  I  told  you  of  another  fine  line  in  *  C 
den's  Remains  ; '  an  eulogy  upon  one  of 
kings,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  a  pi 
of  equal  merit : 

'  Mira  cano,  Sol  occubuit,  nox  nulla  secuta  a 


the  point  of  the  epigram  turns  being  reierrcd  to  the  d 
the  line : 

"  Unde  rubor  vestris  et  non  sua  purpura  lyrnphis  ? 
Quae  rosa  mirantns  tarn  nova  mutat  aquas  ? 
Numen.  convirae,  pratsrns  agnoscite  nunnen, 
Nympha  pudica  Datit  vidit, et  rraiAsti/.** Mau 

Thiu  paraphrased  by  Aaron  Hill : 

*'  When  Christ  at  Cana's  feast,  by  power  divine 
Inspired  cold  water  with  the  warmth  of  wine  ' 
See,  cried  they,  while  in  reild'nlng  tide  it  gushVL 
The  bashful  stream  has  seen  its  Lord  —and  bltub 

But  I  do  not  agree  in  Mr.  Malone*s  prefcrenc*  o 
quatrain  to  the  epigrammatic  force  of  the  smgle  line.  -> 

*  The  line  (ascribed  to  Giraldus  Cambrensit)  was  a 
death  of  Henry  II.,  and  the  accession  of  Richard.  Ii 
edition  it  has  not  the  final  est.  —  Csokke. 
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itislmnH^ntftl,  not  too  refined  for  the  general 
ear;  for  all  which  only  u  sliillin^- ipi  paitj  ' ; 
antit  thougli  l«5t,  not  lonsi,  pood  eating  and 
drinking  IVir  those  who  c!h*K>st»  to  purchase*  thut 
fe^mlc.  Mr.  Thotnas  Tver?  wji*i  breil  to  the 
liiw ;  hut  havinjj:  a  huncbonie  iortune,  vivacity 
tff  t*7tnj>fi*,  and  econntricity  of  mind,  he  could 
not  confine  himsiclf  to  the  ri'ifularily  of  pn^e- 
tirc.     Ifu  then  loi-e  ran  nhont  the  world  with  u 

{ feasant  cardessnessi,  amusing  every  body  by 
lis  desultory  conversation,  lie  abounded  in 
unecdote,  but  was  not  suflReiently  attentive  to 
aceunu^y.  I  thcyrefore  tnnnot  venture  to  avail 
mytwlf  much  i*f  .1  bio»jrtiphical  jiketeh  of  .Tohn- 
9on  which  he  ])ubbshed,  being  one  anion;;  the 
various  persons  uinbitrous  of  appending  their 
nauieH  to  that  ol'  my  illuBtrioua  friend.  That 
jiketrh  is,  however,  an  entortftininff  little  collec- 
tion of  fragments.  Those  which  he  published 
of  Pope  tind  Adilison  jire  of  higher  merit;  but 
his  fame  must  reft  ehielly  upon  his  "  Political 
Conferences'*  in  which  he  introduceR  several 
eminent  iHsrsons  delivering  their  sentiments  in 
the  way  «»f  diulo^ue^  and  discovers  a  consider- 
able share  of  lenrsiing",  various  knowledge,  and 
tbs<ri*mmcnt  of  chanifter.  This  much  may  I 
be  allowed  let  say  t)f  a  man  who  was  exceed- 
ingly obliging  to  me,  and  who  lived  with  Dr, 
Johnson  in  as  ea^y  a  manner  as  almost  any  of 
hrs  very  numerous  aequaintiuiee. 

Mr.  Edwar<la  had  said  to  me  aside,  that  Dr, 
Johnson  should  have  been  of  a  profession.  I 
repeated  the  retnark  to  Johnson,  that  I  might 
have  hi«  own  thought*!  on  the  subject. .  JoH?f* 
SON,  "  Sir,  it  u'ojUd  have  been  l>etter  thut  I 
had  been  of  a  profestfion.*  I  ought  to  have  been 
n  lawyer."  Uoswbix.  "  I  do  not  think,  Sir, 
it  would  have  been  better,  for  we  (should  not 
have  h;id  the  Engltjih  Dictionary."  Johnsow. 
*•  Hut  you  would  have  hail  reports."  Boswicll. 
**  Ay ;  but  there  would  not  have  been  another 
who  emdd  have  %vrittcn  the  Dictionary.  Tljcrc 
have  been  nuiny  very  good  judge?.  Suppose 
you  had  been  lord  chancellor ;  you  would  have 
delivered  opinions  with  more  extent  of  mind, 
itud  in  a  more  omdmcoted  manuerf  than  per- 


haps  any  chancellor  ev 

But,  I  believe,  causefi  '. 

decided  »s  you  could  Iiuvl'   ilune. 

"  Yes,  Sir,  Property  hos  been  as  wi 

Johnson,    however^    bad 
tlonting  in  his  nun<!,   and   '  H 

otten  jipeculated  on  the  [jok^-j;  m^j 
euiinent  powers  being  rewartJed 
iind  liberal  country  by  the  higln  • 
tlje  state.     Sir  William  Scott  inJ" 
upon  the  ileath  of  the  late  Lord  I 
was  chancellor  of  the  University  nf  Ojcfh 
said  to  Johnson,  "  What  a  prf  v  it  1?,  Sij 
YOU  did  not  follow  the   pro! 
Vou  might  have  been  lord  > 
Britain,  and  attained  to  the 
age  ;  and  now  that  the  title 
native  city,  h  extinct,  yon  ulv^s 
Johnson,  upon  this,   seemed 
and,  in  an  angry  tone,  cxclatm< 
vou  vex  me  by  suggesting  this,  x 
late?" 

But  he  did  not  repine  at  the 
others.     The  late  Dr.  ThoouM^  Lef 
Courtenay,   that  when    Mr.  Enilmt 
showed  Johnson  his  fine  house  ft.tid 
Beacongfield,  Johnson  coolly  s&id« 
ft.em  invideo ;  miror  mog-M,"  ♦ 

Yet  no  man  had  a  higher  notion 
nity  of  literature  than  J<»bution,  or 
deteruiined  in  mointaining  the 
he  justly  considcretl  a?  due  to  it. 
sides  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct 
Home  chanicteristical  instancos  miti 
tioned. 

He  told  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  tiiat 
he  dined  in  a  numerous  compaiiy 
lers,  where  the  room,  being  siiudJ, 
the  talde,  at  which  he  sat,  was  oIqk 
the  fire,  he  persevered  in  suffering  a  gref 
of  inconvenience  from  the  heat/  ra 
quit  his  place,  and  let  one  of  them , 
him. 

Goldsmith,  in  his  divertir 
plained  one  day,  in  a  mixe«i 
Camden.     •*!  met  hini,"  a:^ 


»  In  iMinfrff r,  \V)1,  mJill(l««>jU  And  more  oxjwnilve  diMro-     on  lite  abov<>  pa^tasTf"  In  th*  n 

fMlnni  li.iifliiir<iw»(kH  kiitri^tliit  ixl,  the  vrict  of  admfuion  «u      ticallowixl  to  hAV«  iliou'u  uu 

r4l»>n1  >■-  t-'..  -i-illlN,..         \   ,    ,,.,...»     ,,,v-.  ..f  .i|,,,_        ■('!.,.  ,.,,,r..         -"•■•     !^'<'tor*»  text  whnlCVVr  04^.,... 

imti<  nitdtlon  miiyainu»«  txtf  rt>advr^,  I 

ItlOi 

lOiM  '  ins  of   1«i<.  Ji'MNi-nN",    \fU'    fuMfi 
thU': 


Th.y 

\    CtJ'M  ; 


tlllM,        ' 

*  t  RCA  not  natir^ly  wlthoiU  «ua|iliclon  that  Jolid«no  tnny 

tbai.  .  , 


servations  <m  the  Stalutoss"  *  ,Tt»hnM)n  waited 
oil  that  worthy  and* learned  gentleman;  and, 
having  told  him  his  name,  courteously  said, 
"  1  have  read  your  bfK)k,  Sir,  with  ^'reat  i)lea- 
siire,  an<l  wish  to  be  Ix'tter  known  to  you." 
Thus  l)o«xan  an  ac(inaint since,  which  was  con- 
tinued with  mutual  regard  iw  long  jus  Johnson 
livwl. 

Talking  of  a  recent  seditious  delinquent  ^ 
he  said,  "  They  should  si't  him  in  the  ])illorv, 
that  he  may  be  punished  in  a  way  that  would 
disgrace  him."  I  obser\'e<l,  that  the  i)iUory 
doi-s  not  always  disgrace.  And  I  mentionetl 
an  instance  oi*  a  gentleman  *,  who  I  thought 
wag  not  dishonoured  by  it.  JonxsoN.  "  Ay, 
but  he  was,  Sir.  He  could  not  mouth  and 
strut  jd»out  as  lie  used  to  do,  after  having  been 
th(Te.  People  are  not  willing  to  ask  a  man  to 
their  tables,  who  has  stiMxl  in  the  pillory." 

The  gentleman  who  had  dined  w^ith  us  at 
Dr.  IVrcy's  came  in.  Johnson  attackeil  the 
Americans  with  intemperate  vehemence  of 
abuse.  I  sai<l  something  iu  their  favour ;  an<l 
adde<l,  that  I  was  always  sorry  when  he 
talked  on  that  subject.  'JThis,  it  seems,  exas- 
perate<l  him;  though  he  said  nothing  at  the 
time.  The  cloud  was  charged  with  8uli)hu- 
rcous  vapour,  which  was  afterwards  to  burst 
in  thunder.  We  talked  of  a  gentleman  [Mr. 
Langton],  who  was  running  out  his  fortune  in 
Loudon ;  and  I  said,  "  We  must  get  him  out 
of  it.  All  his  friends  must  quarrel  with  him, 
and  that  wiU  soon  drive  him  away."  Johnson. 
"Nay,  Sir,  we  11  send  yaw  to  him.  If  your 
company  does  not  drive  a  man  out  of  his 
house,  nothing  will."     This  was  a  horrible 


»  "TIiIb  extraordinary  person,"  mjb  Mr».  Plniil.  "liwd 
And  died  nt  a  hou««  In  Old  Street,  where  Dr.  Johimon  was 
witness  to  his  talents  and  rlrtues,  and  to  his  final  preference 
of  the  Church  of  Kngland,  after  having  studied,  didgraced. 
.ind  adorned  so  manj  niodi»s  of  worship.  The  name  he  went 
by  was  not  supposed  by  hi*  friend  to  Im:  that  of  his  family, 
but  all  Inquiries  were  rain :  hli  reasons  for  conccalinf?  hu 
original  were  penitentiary  ;  lie  dewrred  no  other  name  than 
that  of  the  impostor,  he  said.  His  nious  and  patient  endur- 
ance of  a  tedious  illness,  ending  in  an  exemplary  death 


J  w:js  obliged  to  till  lurr,  that  you  woiik: 
as  rirsj KM' table  a  siiuatirm  in  my  huitsi 
hers.  Sir,  the  insolence  of  wealth  will 
out."  IJoswKi.L.  "She  has  a  little  1> 
the  insoK'uco  of  wenlth  and  the  com 
parts."  tJoiiNSON.  '*  The  insolenre  of  ' 
IS  a  wretched  thing;  but  the  conceit  o! 
has  .some  fcmndation.  'J'o  be  sure,  it  i 
not  be.  IJut  who  is  without  it?  "  Hot 
"  Yourself,  Sir."  Johnson.  •*  Why,  . 
no  tricks  :  I  lay  no  traps."  Boswei.k. 
Sir.  You  are  six  feet  high,  and  you  o 
not  stoop." 

We  talke<l  of  the  numbers  of  poo])I< 
sometimes  have  com|M)sed  the  liouseh< 
great  families.  I  mentioned  that  tlicre  ^ 
hundred  in  the  ihmily  of  the  present  1 
Eglingtoune's  fjither.  Dr.  Johnscm  sc 
to  doubt  it,  I  began  to  enumerate  ;  "  J 
see,  my  h>rd  and  my  lady,  two."  Joi 
"  Nay,  Sir,  if  you  are  to  count  by  twc 
may  be  long  enough."  J^oswei.l.  " 
but  now  I  add  two  sons  and  seven  dauj 
and  a  servant  for  each ;  that  will  make  tv 
so  we  have  the  fifth  part  already."  Joi 
"  Very  true.  Y'ou  get  at  twenty 
readily ;  but  you  will  not  so  easily  get  f 
on.  Wc  grow  to  five  feet  pretty  rcadilj 
it  is  not  so  easy  to  grow  to  seven." 

["  Yesterday  (18th  of  April)  I  rose  late, 
not  .slL>])t  ill.  Having  promised  a  dudica' 
thought  it  nccexsary  to  write  ^  but  for  son 
neither  wrote  nor  read.  Langton  came  i 
talked.  After  dinner  I  wrote.  At  tea  I 
came  in.  He  stayed  till  near  twelve.** 
and  Med.,  p.  16H.] 


fine.  It  seems  strange  that  Johnson  should.  In  Apr 
hJiTe  t.|M)k,cn  cimjecUiratly  ami  firitpt'cttrrij/  of  a  i 
parsed  fcix  niontli^  iM-fori";  butihiv  perhaps,  may 
counted  for  t>y  Tooko'F  hnvinv  otitainiil    a  writ  « 

which  su^iHMul'iil  tl»e  execution  of  the  sentence Ci 

*  Probalily  Ur.  Slip|)beAre.  It  w.-ib  SheMtearc't  r 
on  the  pilUiry  which  suggested  the  witty  ullusiun  ofthi 
EpiiUf, 

•=  Does  envy  doubt  ?    Witness,  ye  chosen  train. 
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ininstcr-hall,  that  Is  in  formal  language;  but 
tti  (Munmon  language  it  is  undcrstoixl  to  mean 
prose/*  Joiijf SON.  (And  here  was  one  of  the 
manv  iastances  of  his  knowing  clearly  and 
telling  exactly  bow  a  thing  is.)  "  A  pamphlet 
i*  umierstood  in  common  language  to  mean 
prose,  only  from  this,  that  there  ia  so  much 
more  nroae  written  than  poetry ;  us  when  wc 
ftay  a  hnok,  proie  is  imdcrstofHl  for  the  aaiuc 
rt^jison,  thoug^h  a  Viook  may  as  well  be  in  poetry 
as  la  prose.  We  underslaud  what  is  most 
general,  and  we  name,  what  la  lesa  frequent." 

We  talked  of  a  Wly's  verses  on  Ireland.' 
Miss  RnrNOLDS,  '*  Have  you  seen  them,  Sir?'* 
JoitKMOx.  "  No,  Madam  ;  I  have  seen  a 
translution  frr»m  Horace^  by  one  of  her 
diiJightcrs.  She  showed  it  me."  Miss  Rey- 
woijjs,  "  And  how  was  it,  Sir  ?  '*  JoHJf- 
nos.  "  Whv^  very  well,  for  a  young  miss's 
verses ;  that  is  to  say,  compared  with  excel- 
lence, nothing;  but  very  well,  for  the  person 
who  wrnte  ihem.  I  am  vexed  at  being  shown 
verses  in  that  manner.**  Miss  KtrNOLus. 
"  But  if  they  should  be  good,  why  not  give 
them  hearty  praise  ?  *'  Johmson.  "  Why, 
Madam^  because  I  have  not  then  got  the  l)C!tter 
of  my  Wl  humour  fix)m  having  been  shown 
them-  You  must  consider.  Madam,  befffre- 
hand,  ihcy  may  be  bad  as  well  tis  good.  Ko- 
bwly  has  a  right  to  put  another  under  snch  a 
dilliculty,  that  he  must  either  hurt  thi3  person 
by  telling  the  truth,  or  hurt  himself  by  telling 
what  is  not  true."  BoSwejll,  **  A  inau 
otU'n  shows  his  writiuffs  to  people  of  emi- 
nence, to  obtain  from  them,  either  from  their 
good-nature,  or  from  their  not  being  able  to 
t*'ll  the  truth  firmly,  a  commendation,  of  which 
he  may  afterwards  avail  himself.'*  Joitnson. 
*'  Very  true,  Sir.  Therefore,  the  man  who  is 
asked  by  an  author,  what  he  thinks  of  his 
work,  is  put  to  the  torture,  and  is  not  obliged 
to  speak  the  truth ;  so  that  what  he  says  is 
nf»t  considered  as  his  opinion  ;  yet  he  has  said 
it,  and  <*annot  retract  it ;  and  this  author,  when 
mankind  are  hunting  him  with  a  canistor  at 
Ins  tail,  can  say,  'I  would  not  have  published, 
hud  not  Johnson,  or  ReynoUis,  or  Musgrftve^ 
or  some  other  good  judge,  commended  the 
work.*  Yet  I  consider  it  as  a  very  difficult 
question  in  conscience,  whether  one  should 
advise  a  man  not  to  publish  a  work,  if  profit 
be  his  object ;  for  a  man  may  say,  *  Had  it  not 
been  for  yoii,  I  should  have  had  the  money,' 
Now  you  cannot  be  sure  ;  for  you  have  only 
your  own  opinion,  and  the  public  may  think 
very  differently.'*  Snt  JoaiiCA  Reynoij>9. 
*'  1  ou  must  upon  such  an  occasion  have  two 
judgraonts ;  one  as  to  the  real  value  of  the 
work,  the  other  as  to  what  may  please  the 
general  taste  at  the  time."  Jobw80n.  *'  But 
you  can  be  sure  of  neither ;  and  therefore  I 
should  scruple  much  to  give  a  supproiisiye 

>  Th»y  are  menUoived  In  Walt»'»,  Ijmi  wUhrfUl  *  n*nv*», 
•hich  1  cnnnol  mpplf  ;  —  ^w^rr  1^.1  v  KniDFtt  ?  ^  Ckokkk, 


>pU 


vote.    Both  Goldsmith's  oomedie*     

reAjscd;  his  first  by  Garriclc.  hid  wccti 

Colman,   who   was   prevaih^l    nn    al 

much  solicitation,  nay,  a  kin  i 

it  on.      Ilis  '  Vicar  of  \\ 

did  not  tbiidc  would  have  \\ 

It  wa*  written  und  sold  to  a  b 

his  'Traveller,*  but  pi:'  ' 

expectation  liad  the   1 

it  been  sold  after  *Th 

have  had  twice  jis  much  money  f 

sixty  guineas  was  no  mean  pricr- 

scllcr  had  the  suivantJigo  of  GoUUnii 

tflition  from  *  The  Traveller '  in  the 

Goldsmith  had  it  not  in  selling  the 

JosnuA    RsTitoLDfi.      "  The   Beggi 

afTurds  a  proof  how  stranjjvly  j»eo 

in    opinion    about    a    literary 

Burke  thinks  it  has  no  merit.     (TuiiNi 

was  refused  by  one  of  the  houses  ;  bul 

have  thought  it  would  sucf*   ■* 

great  excellence  in  the  wti 

noveltv,  and  tlic  general  ?j 

the  pfece,  which  keeps  the  audiei 

attentive,  and  diionisses  them  in  gocnlj 

We  went  to  the  drawing-room,  wf 
considerable  increase  of  company^ 
us  got  round   Dr.  Johnson^  and 
that  he  would  not  give  us  an 
of  his  works,  that  there  might  be  tk 
edition.   He  smiled,  and  evudod  our  cnt 
That  he  intended  to  do  it,  1  havw 
because  1  have  heard  him  sav  so  ; 
in  my  rxtssession  an  imperfect  fist, 
out,  which  he  entitles  IfiMoria 
once  got  from  one  of  his  friends 
thetv  was  pretty  good  reason  to 
accurate ;  for  it  was  written  down 
senee   by  this  friend,  who  cnutoc. 
article  aloud,  and  bad  some  of  them 
to  him  by  Mr.  Levett,  in  concert 
it  was  made  out;  and  Johnson,  wh< 
this,  did  not  contradict  it.   But  whei 
a  copy  of  this  list  to  him,  and 
evidence   for   its  exactness,  he   lat 
said,  "  I  was  willing  to  let  them  eo 
pleased,  and  never  interfered."     L 
read  it  to  him,  article  by  article, 
positively  to  own  or  refuse;  and 
obtained  certainty  so  far,  I  got  »oi 
tides  confirmed  by  him  directly, 
wards,   from    time    to    time,   toAdei 
under  his  sanction. 

His  friend,  Edward  Cave,  having 
tioned,  he  told   us,  "Cave   uschI 
thousand   of  '  The   Geotlemao** 
yet  such  was  then  his  minute  at 
nnxiety  that  t}>e  sale   should  n 
smallest  decrease,  that  ho  wf*uld 
cular  p-'Tson   who   he  heard    h 
leaving  off  the  Wagaxine,  and  wouhi] 
us  have  something  good  next 

3  ThU  icMni  m  cnriAim  %hf  c<mj# 
t).  ).,  that  Johnann  nmrd  tat  a  Um« 
MAgMlOti.  —  Chuhsm. 


the  corner  of  St.  Jaint.V3  PIhcc,  to  wlikb  he 
lull!  luvn  directed,  but  not  cleaHy,  lor  In"! 
lifjiit  sontt"  time,  imd  eouid  not  find 
I  ;  and  aaid,  "To  direct  one  only  to  a 

curuer  shop  is  toying  with  one,"  I  supposed 
hti  iiM.»{Mit  tliin  as  »  I  (I  ay  upon  ihe  wonl  foy  ;  it 
Wft*  the  tlrst  time  thut  I  knew  liiiu  atiHip  to  bucU 
5port.  Alter  he  liud  been  9ome  time  in  the 
bLoij,  he  Bent  for  nie  to  eojue  out  of  the  roach, 
ftwci  help  him  to  choose  .1  pair  of  silver 
buckU's,  juj  those  he  had  were  too  sDmll,  Pro- 
bably lids  silteration  in  drei?*  had  been  sug- 
gcj^tA'd  by  iMi's.  Thride,  by  usgociuting  with 
whom*  his  externiil  apj>earunre  was  much  im- 
proved, lie  got  better  clothes  ;  and  the  diirk 
colour,  from  which  he  never  deviote<i,  waa 
enliveuod  by  mettU  buttons.  His  wigs,  too, 
were  nuicb  better  j  and,  durm<T  iheir  travels 
in  France,  he  was  furoLnhed  witli  a  Ptiris-iDade 
wig,  ofhandBome  construction.* 

This  choosinjr  of  silver  buckles  was  a  nego- 
tiation :  **  Sir/'  said  he,  "  I  wiU  not  have  the 
ridiculous  large  ones  now  in  fashion  ;  and  I 
will  vive  no  more  than  a  guinea  for  a  pair," 
Such  wcri>  the  principles  of  the  business  ;  and, 
aflcr  some  examination,  lie  was  fitted.  As  we 
drove  along,  I  Ibund  liini  in  a  talking  humour, 
of  which  1  availed  myself  Bobwell.  "  I  was 
this  morning  in  Ridley's  shop,  Sir ;  and  wiis 
tohi,  that  the  collection  called  ^Johnsoniuim  \u, 
470.]  Wud  sold  very  much,"  JotnusoN.  **lLet 
the  *  Journey  to  the  Hebrides'  haa  not  hud  a 
{,'reat  sale."*  Bosweu..  "That  is  strange." 
Jonsrsow.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  for  in  that  book  I  have 
told  the  world  a  grciit  deal  that  they  did  not 
know  before." 

iJofi  WKLL.  "I  drank  chocolate,  Sir,  this  morn- 
ing with  Mr.  Eld;  and,  to  my  no  smrdl  surprise, 
found  him  to  be  a  SttjfftmUhire  H7i*^,  a  being 
which  I  did  not  believe  hod  existed."  Johw- 
soK.  **  Sir,  there  are  rascals  in  all  countries." 
lioswKix.  *"  Eld  said,  a  Tory  was  a  creature 
gcnerati.Mj  between  a  nonjuring  parson  and 
oue'i  gi^andmother."  Jobk&on.  "  And  I  have 
uJway.i  said,  the  first  Whig  wa*  the  Devil." 
lloswELL,  "  He  certainly  was,  Sir.  The  Devil 
was  impatient  of  subordination  ;  he  was  the 
firi>t  who  resiiJted  power  : — 

*  Better  I0  reign  in  hell,  than  serve  in  heaven.' " 

At  General  Paoirs  were  Sir  Joshua  Key- 


'  In  itrntTal  hU  w\g%  wcrr  very  thabby.  tind  ihtlr  ftvre  paru 

ff-rm  tmm'^il  ,iwi»v  t.j-  thf'  nmt  !i\ipr' >.-ifh  nfthp  c.mJlp,  which 

■■■"''■  ■  .  ^.     Al 

r   wig 


noldft,  Mr.  Langton,    IStanikcse 
Lombardy,   and   Mr.  John    Srw.; 
younger,  of  Spottij*wix>de  ',  . 
thia  time  i'curEi  ol'an  invasion  w 
obvijite  which  ]Mr.8poltiswK^ 
!Mr,  Fruaer*  Uic  engineer,  wli* 
from  Dunkirk,  said,  that  the  Vi 
same  fears  of  us.     JouMbON,  "  It 
mutuul  eowanlice  kee|*a  us  in  j^ 
one  half  of  iDonkind  bruve,  and  *- 
ards,  the   bruve  would  be  uiwuyi 
cowards.     Wei-c  all  brave,  ibey 
"very  unen^^v  l!r.^     ill  wouhl  be  conl 
ing:  but  1  warils,  we  go  cm  ?< 

We  tall  ;  aiking  wine.     •Ton] 

require  wine  only  when  I  ara  iiIono«-{ 
I  hen  olUn  wished  for  it,  and  often 
SroTTJSwooDU.  "  What,  by  whv  of  a 
Sir  *f**  JouM&ON.  *'  To  get  rirH  *»f 
send  myscli' away,  Wii-i 
and  every  pleatjure  ib  <>i 
good,  unle&s  counterbalaiKed  i.y  ^'VlL 
may  have  a  strong  reason  not  to  clrtl 
and  that  may  be  greater  if;:; 
^Vine  makes  a  man  better  ji 
self,  1  ilo  not  say  that  it  u 
pleasing  to  others.  Sometinie*  i| 
the  danger  is,  that  while  a  man 
pleased  with  himiM^lf,  he  may  he 
pleading  to  others.  *  Wine  gives 
nothing.  It  neither  give?*  lam  knowl 
wit;  it  only  animates  a  man,  and  cmublit 
to  bring  out  what  a  dread  of  the  cxunpo] 
repressed.  It  only  puts  in  luoiioti  wh 
been  locked  up  in  froat.  But  tliii>  mtky  bo 
or  it  may  be  bad."  Spottiswood*. 
Sir,  wine  is  a  key  which  opens  a  box  ;  t»i 
box  may  be  either  fidl  or  emnty  ?  " 
"N«y,  isir,  conv^ersiition  is  tb"  ^""^ 
picklock,  wliich  forces  open 
J  urea  it.     A  man  sliould  culr  1  il 

lis  to  have  that  confidence  and  re.i 
out  wine,  which  wine  gives."  Bo? 
great  dilKculty  of  resisting  wine  i- 
volence.  For  instance,  a  good  • 
askfl  you  to  taste  hie  wine,  whici, 
twenty  years  in  hia  cellar."  Jon 
all  this  tin  *  '  :  r  ,^ 
man'ti  In 

anCe    to      Omiu    1*1. »a      ml      Jvuh*     n.  1  fUJ^ 

cure  a  fartbing  whether  he  drinks  viae  o« 


Joi 


^  Irt  the  fihrairotof^  «f  SrnttaiMl,  t  Aboiili]  haw  i 

John  Sf '.itUiWnAil,.-,  Ihi'  vnuri^vT,  (/f/i.'i  Ol  "•   Jata 


TtiBso's  '*  Jerusalem,"  which  \hi  did  ;  and  then 
Jnhniion  found  fttult  with  the  simile  of  aw»2Cteii- 
ing  the  cdgch  of  a  cup  for  ii  chUd  ',  being 
tnmsltfrred  from  Lucretina  into  an  epic  poeui. 
The  GcnornJ  said  lie  did  not  imtigine  Uoiner'a 

Iviotry  was  so  uni-ietit  as  is  supposed,  because 
II*  ftneriN^  to  u  <  '  **my  ciivuuiataiices  of 
ryfincmcnt  not  .recce  itself  at  a  later 

p<Tio<l,  when  inn.  vunicd  wrote.*  Joun.sos. 
*'!  revi»lhi<'t.  bnt  one  passage  quoted  by  Thu* 
cyiides  tVoin  Homer,  whieli  is  not  to  be  found 
in  our  copies  of  llomei'a  wDrks;  I  am  for  the 
ftutiipiilj  of  Houier,  oud  think  that  ft  Grecian 
colony,  by  being  nearer  Persia,  might  be  more 
refined  than  the  mother  country/' 

On  Wedneiiday,  April  29.,  I  dined  with  hira 
at  Mr,  Allan  Kanisay's,  where  were  Lord 
Rinning,  Dr.  Robertson  the  hist/irian,  Sir 
Jtwhuji  Reynolds,  and  the  Honourable  Mi's. 
JJofk^'ttwen ',  widow  of  the  Adiuiral,  and  mother 
of  the  present  Viscount  Falmouth  ;  of  whom, 
if  it  be  not  presumptuous  in  me  to  praise  her, 
I  wotdd  say,  that  her  manners  are  the  most 
agreeable,  and  her  conversation  the  bc«t,  of 
any  lady  with  whom  I  ever  had  the  happiness 
to  be  acquainted.  Before  Johnson  came,  we 
talked  a  good  deal  of  him.  Ramsay  said,  he 
hud  always  found  him  a  very  polite  man,  and 
that  he  treated  him  with  ip-ewt  respect,  which 
he  did  very  eineerely.  1  said,  I  worshipped 
him.  Robertson.  "  But  some  of  you  ?:poil 
him  :  you  should  not  worship  him  ;  you  should 
wor*jhip  no  man.'*  Bo&weix.  "  1  cannot  help 
wor^thippinj;  him,  he  is  so  much  superior  to 
otlief  men."  RonEBT8o?r.  "  In  criticism,  and 
tu  wit  and  conversation,  he  is,  no  doubt,  very 
exceUent ;  but  m  other  respectjs  he  ia  not  above 
other  men  :  he  will  believe  any  thing,  and  will 
itrenuously  defend  the  most  minute  circum- 
stance  connect«*d  with  the  church  of  England." 
Bf^tswBLL.  **  Believe  me,  Do<:tor^  you  arc  much 
mistaken  as  to  thh;  for  when  you  talk  witli 
him  calmly  in  private,  he  is  very  liberal  in  his 
way  of  thinking."  Robertson.  "  He  and  I 
have  been  always  very  gracious :  the  first  lime 
1  met  him  was  one  evening  at  StrahanV,  when 
he  had  just  had  an  unlucky  altercation  with 
Adatu  Smith*,  to  whom  he  had  Ijcen  so  rough, 
that  Stndian,  after  Smith  was  ^one,  had  re- 
monstrated with  him,  and  tohl  hm^  that  I  was 
fiomini^  soon*  and  that  he  was  unea«y  to  think 
that  he  might  behave  in  the  same  mannex  to 
me,  ^No,  no,  Sir  (said  Johnson),  1  warrant 
you,  Rol)crtson  and  I  shall  do  very  well.* 
Accordingly  he  was  gentle  and  good-humoured 


rrnrrii 

mttrV- 


1 11  ui  M  ritui  *)iiiil(  ul  lt>(^u4iy,  and  u(  •^.•itio* 
lotoptiJit'ul  vrttltiUiJi*  v(  tnodcrii  tlnioi." 


and  courteous  with  me,  the  wbi>l 
and  he  hai»  been  so  upon  every 
we  have  met  ninec  1  have  often] 
ing),  that  I  have  been  in  a 
indebted  to  Smith  for  uiy  g< 
BoswicLL.  **  Uia  fiower  ol 
strong,  jmd  he  hns  a  peculiar  nrf 
ehiiracters,  which  ib  as  rare  jis  gotxl  pt 
painting."  Sir  Josbtja  REmoLUf.  ••^ 
undoubtedly  admiral Je  in  this  ;  but,  hi 
to  mark  the  chiU*acters  which  htr  drmf 
overcharges  them,  and  give*  people  liKir< 
they  really  have,  whether  of  good  or  tv.ul. 

No  sooner  did  he,  of  whom  we  »■ 
talking  so  easily,  arrive,   than  w 
quiet  as  a  school  upon  the  cntr 
master ;  and  we  very  soon  l^; 
covered  witli  such  a  Tortety  of  );*, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  die 
pleased' 

Kamsat.  ^'  I  am  old  enough  ^  to  hart 
a  contemporary  of  Pope,  His 
highly  admired  in  hini  life-time^  tnui 
deal  than  after  his  death."  JoiiSti 
it  bns  not  been  Icssi  admired  sin< 
no  authors  ever  had  so  much  famf 
life- time  as  Pope  and  Voltairw, 
poeti*y  has  been  as  much  adni' 
death  ns  during  hifi  life:  it  has 
as  much  talked  of;  but  that  is 
being  now  more  distant,  and  peoal 
other  writings  to  talk  of-  Virg;il  i»  M 
of  than  Pope,  and  Homer  is  lesa  tnlki 
Virgil ;  but  they  are  not  lew  lulmirod. 
must  read  what  the  world  reads  at  tbl 
ment.  It  has  been  maintained  that  Uku  i 
l"eUition,  this  teeming  of  tlie  ].r**s^  hi  la 
tijnea,  is  prejudicial  to   co*'  rts 

cause  it  obliges  us  to  reacTso  w 

of  inferior  value,  in  order  to  In*  m  ih«  iii» 
so  that  better  works  arc  neglected  far  wi 
time,  because  a  man  will  have  metre  gral 
tion  of  his  vanity  in  convcrKitiou,  tuMn  li 
rend  modern  book*,  than  from  havinf 
the  best  works  of  antiquity.  But  rl 
considered,  that  we  have  now  ui( 
generally  ditfused :  all  our  bud 
which  is  a  great  exten*»oa.  'V^ 
are  the  moons  of  literature 
reflected  light,  with  light  bo: 
aucient*,  Greece  apf)ears  to  mc  ti 
fountain  of  knowledge ;  Rome 
Hamsat.  "  I  suppose  Homer*s 
»  collection  of  pieces  which  had 
before  his  tirae»    1  should  like  tu 


*  Prancei,  datt^hter  of  WIIIImih  Etfljm 
m«rriMl,  tr  1712,  t.,  \(lmlrTi!  lYr^ciiwvn.    She 

ThU  exc'  1^1  U>if  niakr*. 

tlfum  iti  It  Mrt.  Moiiucu.  Mm. 

«m1  H-in'i 

^UiiU   may   li*v«   iJrtJo 
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plnycd  in  it,  publlslied  an  accomtt  of  it  in  two 
volumes. 

Next  rlaj,  Tlmpdavt  April  30.',  I  found 
Utm  fit  home  by  htiuself.  Joussoj*.  "  Well, 
Sir,  UftiDsav  gave  its  a  splendid  dinner.  I  love 
Katosay.  Vou  will  not  find  a  man  in  whose 
convurftation  there  is  more  instruct  ion,  more 
information^  and  more  clpj;ance,  than  in  Ram- 
t^iifs,  II08WELL.  "What  I  admire  in  Rarasav, 
is  his  continuing  to  be  so  young/*  Jon?»soN. 
'■''  ^\^^y,  yps.  Sir,  it  h  to  be  admired.  I  value 
Hjywlf  upon  this,  that  there  h  nothing  of  the 
old  man  m  my  conversation.  1  am  now  sixty- 
eight,  and  I  have  no  more  of  it  than  at  twenty- 
ei^Ut."  HoswELr,.  **  But,  Sir,  would  not  you 
wiidi  to  know  old  nj^c  ?  He  who  is  never  an 
old  man,  does;  not  know  the  whole  of  human 
life;  for  old  age  is  one  of  the  divisions  of 
iL"  JonK^ON.  "  Nay,  Sir,  what  talk  ia 
this  ?  **  BoRWELL.  "  I  mean,  Sir,  the  Sphinx^j 
deseripiiirn  of  it: — morning,  noon,  and  night, 
1  %vouId  know  night,  a.n  well  as  morning  and 
noon/*  JottKao5.  "  What,  Sir,  would  you 
know  what  it  is  t^  feel  the  evils  of  old  agre? 
Would  yoti  have  the  gout  ?  Would  you  have 
decrepitude?"  Seeing  him  heated,  I  would 
not  arftue  3tiy  further ;  l>ut  I  was  confident  that 
I  wa3  \u  the  rij^Lt.  I  would,  tn  due  time,  be  a 
Nestor,  un  rider  of  the  people  ;  and  thcra  should 
be  »onie  ditferenec  between  the  conversation 
of  Iwcniv -eight  and  sixty-eight.-  A  grave 
pietnre  ifiould  not  be  gay.  There  is  a  serene, 
solemn,  plueid  old  nge.  Joukso:^.  "  Mrs. 
Thrule's  mother  said  of  me  what  pattered  me 
mueh.  A  elergyman  was  eoinpliuning  of  want 
of  Bncieiy  in  the  eountry  where  he  lived ;  and 
said,  *They  talk  oC  runts  (that  iit,  young  cows),^ 
'Sir  (said  Mrs,  Salusbury),  Mr.  John!»on  would 
learn  to  tulk  of  runt§ ;'  meaning  thnt  I  was  a 
man  who  would  make  the  most  of  niy  situation, 
whatever  1  waa"  He  added,  '^  1  think  myself 
i\  very  p<»lit«  man.** 

On  Saturday,  May  2,,  I  tlined  with  him  at 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's,  where  there  was  a  very 
large  comimny,  and  a  great  deal  of  conversa- 
tion ;  but,  owing  to  some  circumstance  which 
I  cannot  now  recollect,  1  have  no  reconl  of  any 


part  of  it,  except  that  there  v 
there  by  no  means  of  the  -J 

go   that  less  atlx-'nijon   wa>*  ^ ^  .- 

usual,  which  put  hlui  out  of  hiuiiour  :  and 
some  imaginary  odi  im  <^  i'mm  me,  he  nffj 
me  with  siich  ru  '  !  I  vtji*  vexed 

angry,  because  it  ■.  (>er»ous  an  oj 

lunity  of  enlarging  tipon  hi8  Hup|H>AtMi  fere 
and  ill  treatment  of  hi*i  best  friend*,  1  wt 
much  hurt,  and  had  my  pride  so  much  rou« 
that  I  kept  away  from  hiui  for  a  wnj-k ;  iuid«. 
perhaps,  might  have  kept  jr 
I  nay,  gone  to  Scotland  witliou 
had  not  we  fortunately  met  mm  n 
ciled,  To  such  unhappy  chances  are  bitmaidi 
friendships  liable. 

On  Friday,  May  8.,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mt.j 
Langton?,     1  was  res<L'rved  and  sll* nt.  w!n« },  1 
suppose  he  perceived,  and  might 
cause.    After  dinner,  when  Mr. 
ciilled  out  of  the  nnim,  and  wi^  v 
selves,  he  tlrew  bis  chair  near  t 
said,  in  a  tone  of  conciliating  courtcj>jr, 
how  hnve  you  done  ?  "     Boswau..    «  Rir, 
have  made  me  very  uij 
lo  me  when  wo  were  1 

nold/s.     You  know,  my  <>-  »;    on  ,  ru'  ix.;Lq< 
a   greater   reapect  and   atTection  for    jri 
would  fiooner  go  to  the  end  of  the  v>  •  ''I  '^  '^^ 
you.     Now,  to  treat  m«  so  —  .*' 
that  I  had  interrupted,  whicli  1  _ 

was  not  the  ca,^e ;  and  proceeded  —  *•  But; 
treat  me  so  betore  people  who  neither 
nor  me  ?  "     Johnson.    "  Well,  I  am 
it.     1*11  make  it  up  to  you   twenlj 
waya,  as  you  please.**    Boswisiui..    **  I  s^iil^ 
day  to  Sir  Jo*hua,  when  he  observi^i!  that 
fasJfcd  me  sometimes,  1  dftn*t  '  i 

how  high  he  tosses  me,  vt]v 

? resent,  for  then  I  fuU  ii|H>n  ^<"< 
do  not  like  falling  on  atones* 
case  when  enemies  are  present. 
a  pretty  goo<l  image.  Sir/'     Jon 
it  IS  one  of  the  happiest  T  have  t 
The  tnith  is,  there  wajs  no   \ 
wounds  which  he  inllicted  at  ftitv 
they  were  irritated  by  some  mnligusuit  ina 


theAhl>6d<r  CboUi  wnt,  u  TU»*w*'11  cnrrrofly  •lntf<'*.  onty 
"  CCTvplov*-*!  tn  \t"  nnA   It  w^*  In  rnurm  of  rtili  rnltuon  th«t 

the  K'<  -    f  '^ —  »-' '■  ■     Lnuii.  —  Chokiu. 

'    '  •   diiitiivr  rtiir!i^'«>inriiti 

thi<  itffji  out  tUtUi  ifoftK'cil 

ITMM" 

th. 

Miiv 

cin  i  T'fArl("j.i.-'m.  I'M" 
ttatf.  Old  lUlli-j-i  fiM 
SundiTf/,  r.ndiv  t.nrsn. 


wh^re  tneiitlc^tied).  thnt  he  }t 
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br  ntJirr  hrinda.  We  were  imtontly  ua  cordial 
nj  r,  nnfl  joined  in  heurty  liuigh  At 

#1 lis  hut  inivjirciit  [icculiaritics  uf  one 

of  uur  h  lends.  BorwtLL,  "  Do  yon  think, 
Sir*  it  vi  »lwuv«  culpublu  to  Itttigli  ut  a  t»an 
V  V  '  '"'  .loii>&rts.  "  Wlij\  Sir,  thiJit 
ti'  u  tliLt  mun  and  the  thing.     W  it 

tp  ^'    ■•■  '    '    '■  ht  thing,  ^o II  ma)r; 

r*  I    from  him/* 

-- .        -  ,   .lorday   Dr.  Clair's 

Bcmioti  on  iJevfifJon,  from  the  ttJtt»  *  CorneliusT 
n  d«»Yo«t  mjin.'  llia  ih)ctrine  is  the  best 
limited,  the  bo,-*!  I'xjircj'scil :  there  b  the  mcwt 
witrtntl]  withotit  fUnutii  i>itn,  Ihc  tuoni  rational 
tranNjMirt.  Them  iit  orm  part  of  it  which  I 
dinupprovo,  und  I'd  have  him  correct  itiwhicih 
IK,  tJiiir  *  be  who  i\w9  not  fwl  joy  in  ri'lj^non  i» 
far  fViMii  thii  kingdom  of  heaven  1*  There  arc 
nirtny  good  mvn  who-sc  fcnr  of  (iod  pretlo- 
miniitoH  ovLT  their  love.  It  may  discinira^e, 
[|  Mji>  rashly  Kjiid.'  A  noblo  «crmon  it  ia 
(ndiM'd.  I  \\[>h  niair  would  come  over  to  the 
rhiin  h  of  Engljnd." 

VVbvn  Mr,  Lan^'ton  rolurnod  to  us,  iho 
*'  llow  nf  tttlk  wi'ht  oil.'*  An  eminent  author* 
t)cin^  montioncd  :  Jobtisdn.  "He  is  not  a 
|ijt«!-nit  Ti'  trt  Win  mnvcreation  i»  nuithor  in* 
tt«:  He  does  not  talk  ns  if 

III  -  of  knowledge  or  vivii- 

cr  riis  convennniion  is  lil»»i 

If.  le  mun.     lb' talk^  with 

n  I  OT  to  hear,  but  only  bc- 

r,  1 .  >t  become  [Dr.  Ro}^^>ert- 


to  the  written  chAraoters  of  their  1dfijpuig«  ?  '* 
Johnson.     ••  Sir,  they  Havc  not  an  alphttbet, 

I  Th»y  hftvo  TtM  be*?n  nble  to  form  what   all 
ve  fDnm^d,"  RoAWti.l..  *'Th4LTd 

j  J  in  their  langua^re  thkn  in  any 

<iriHr,  ii/mi  nu;  immense  number  of  their 
chanietcra."  .Touk.son.  "  It  b  only  more 
diflicult  from  its  rudcnesji ;  ua  thcJ*e  is  tnore 
labour  in  liovvin;*  down  a  tree  witli  a  stone 
than  with  rui  axe." 

He  9aid»  "I  have  been  readi  02  Lord  Kaiue-V 
'  Sketches  of  th^"  History*  of  Man/  In  trful^ 
ing  of  severity  of  piiniHlmient,  h«  iiieutioni* 
that  of  ^lafbime  Ln^wucbin,  in  Russia,  but  he 
doc*  not  pive  it  fairly ;  for  I  luive  locked  at 
Chuppe  D'Autcroche  %  from  whom  he  han 
tnken  Ix,  He  rtops  where  it  is  Raid  that  iIm^ 
spectators  t]iouM;lit  her  innocent,  and  leaTcn 
out  what  foUowa,  —  that  *he  m  '  '  wan 
l^niUy.     Now  thia  i$  beings  as  *  ono 

ean  eonceivc,  to  misrepresent  In- ^  ui  a  i.4»ok  ; 
and  for  wliat  motive  M  Ii  »«  like  one  of  lh*i*e 
lies  which  pcinple  tell,  one  etiinuot  sec  why. 
The  woman  s  life  wm  ►tjjared  ;  tmd  no  punied^ 
ment  was  loo  fjrcAt  for  the  favourite  of  an 
emprfss^  who  had  eonspinnl  to  dethrone  her 
mifrtref*,'*     Bobwell.     "Hf  wa*  ^nly  glring  a 


t1  Mjiy  iu»thing." 
ile«i  the  anecilotc 


cif  ._     lished  between  hfs 

powfm   in  I    in   writing,  by 

aaylnj?,  ♦'  I  b  nee  in  my  pocket ; 

but  I  can  draw  Utv  u  thoiiftand  pounds;" — 
Jou*hon.  **lle  had  not  that  retort  n'udy, 
Sir;  ho  hail  prej»arod  it  lieforchand.**  La»g> 
Tosi  (tuminfr  ti-»  mn),  "  A  fine  eurmise*  Set 
a  •'     "  '       '  '  '"* 

K^t  Indkn^  barbarians. 

r        i  M..         1  uu    «  ill   cxeeyit   the   Chinese, 

•lotfiKMON.      "No,    Sir."      BonwKLi.. 

:i;*ve  they  not  arta'?'*    Johivsok.    '*  Thoy 

|di?«  pottery."    Boswbli..   "  What  do  you  iny 


*    T^  ptLMMfm  TUtBTwA  to   If, 


or  what  nature  wi$t  ihM 

.       I..     u.,.r..t.>r.      I  :..Hi      iin.I     tn 


JoilK. 

Ilnte  lhi«. 


M    It 

hfu 


picliire  of  J  lie  lady  in  her 

Bo?f,     '*  Nay,  don  t  cndcu\ 

(in ill   is  n   prineipjil  featui  j    lu    Ui- 

Karnes  is  imzited  with  aque»«fion  tJi  > 

mo  when  I  wms  a  very  young  roan.     W  i 

that    the  int«rrest    of    money    is    lower, 

•  t' -    '^    ''1 'ifu) ;  for  five  jM^tind-   '■ 

;  of  vol  lie  to  A  hiiiidn 

-  ^ilentii'ul,  lui  when  it  i      

A  lady  explained  it  to  me.  It  is  («iaiil  uhe) 
becftustr  when  mtjuey  is  plentiful  there  are  *o 
many  more  who  have  money  to  lend,  that  they 
bid  down  one  another.  Many  huve  then  a  Imn- 
dred  pounds;  and  one  *ay» —  Take  mine  rather 
thun  anotherX  and  you  fthall  have  it  tit  four 
per  cent."  BonwtrtL,  **  r)oeH  Lord  Kanie* 
•leridc  the  question?'*     Jonx*ox.     **  1  think 

»     '  if  o»  he  found  it."'^  M      - Thin 

I  lK?cn  an   extraonll:  who 

i :....>.  .    .  you.  Sir.  May  I  ask  w..      ...  ...is?" 

JoiiA«iOi«.    *^  Molly  Aittun  ^»  Sir,  the  sister  of 


»  Th*  TIMM«!«  tl  lO  h*  fOMIHl  la  !>.  ».  •*.  ft.      Tl>r  tt^Vrrt. 


'>  rpiiturp  l«  qnttM  untt<«t  <,  r.onrt  K■l^»■• 

(.-.,    inidrr*   pnjdHr*   til(fti    imwfv^i  \  nrnuf 
burtowori  imNlutwn  low  Uitrre*l."  |i.  I.  k^  S. 


I/O 


wHti  «  •light  v«ri«tiim^  In  U\i 


**  Lttivr  ul  r«««  r*llfn.  nutUll  |i<tlH^r»  Mm1«. 

Adi 

¥ut,. 


those  Indies  with  whom  you  dined  at  Lich6eld, 
—  I  shull  be  at  home  to-morrow."  Bosweix. 
"  Then  let  us  Jine  by  ourselves  ut  the  Mitre, 
to  keep  up  the  ohl  custom — '  custom  of  the 
luatior*  eustoui  of  the  Mitre."  JoHKSowf.  "Sir, 
60  it  shall  be." 

On  Sixturdiiy^,  May  9,',  wc  fulfilled  our 
purpose  of  diniug  by  ourselves  iit  the  Mitre, 
necordin;^  to  the  old  custom.  There  wns,  on 
these  o<'easions,  a  little  cireumstuDce  (»f  kiml 
attention  to  Mrs.Wdlifttns,  which  mnH  not  be 
omitted.  13efure  coming  out,  and  lenviuo;  her 
to  dine  alone,  he  gnve  her  her  eholee  of  a 
ebicken^  ti  sweet  bread,  or  (Uiy  other  little  nice 
thin^,  whith  wus  csirefully  sent  to  her  from  the 
tnvcrn  reiuly  dret^t. 

Our  t!nnv«^rsritiori  to-day,  1  know  not  how, 
turned,  Ithiiik,  i'or  tlie  only  lime  at  any  length, 
diu'ing  our  lon^jaecjuaintrttice,  upon  the  Kciij^ual 
intercourfte  between  I  lie  sexe*,  the  delij^ht  of 
which  he  i»srril*cd  chiefly  to  imii^ntition. 
*^  Were  it  not  for  imagination,  8ir,"  said  he, 
^*  a  man  would  be  ns  hiippy  in  the  arms  of  a 
ohmnbormaid  aa  of  a  duchess.  But  siieb  is 
the  adventitious  chsirm  of  fancy,  that  we  find 
men  who  have  violated  the  beiit  |U'inei[iles  of 
eouiety,  mn\  ruined  their  fjune  and  their  fortune, 
that  they  might  po5*e.*s  a  wfimun  of  runk."  It 
would  not  be  proper  to  record  the  jiartieuJars 
of  sueh  a  conversation  in  moments  of  un- 
reservL'il  frankne*?,  when  nobody  wat*  present 
on  whom  it  eould  have  any  hurtiul  effei't. 
That  subject,  wheji  philosophieoily  treated, 
may  surely  employ  the  mind  in  a  curious 
diaeussiorit  and  as  innocently  as  anatomy  ^  pro- 
vi'led  that  tlnjse  who  do  treat  it  keep  clear  of 
iutlammatory  incentives. 

*'  From  pravc  to  gay,  from  lively  to  severe," 
—  we  were  soon  engaged  in  very  diflerent 
speculation  ;  humbly  and  reverently  cousider- 
ing  and  wondering  at  the  universal  mystery  of 
all  thin^fi,  i\s  our  imperfect  faculties  can  now 
judj^e  of  them.  "Tnere  are,"  said  he,  "  in- 
numenible  fjueiJtioiis  to  which  the  inquisitive 
iriiiid  can  in  this  state  receive  no  answer: 
Why  do  you  and  I  exist  ?  Why  wa^  this  world 
crcat<^d  ?  Since  it  was  to  be  created,  why  was 
it  not  created  sooner  ?  '^ 

On  Stjudiky,  May  10.,  I  supped  with  him  at 


tiiT«Ti(l  flXwUifni  rtpmwrk*,  otmrrrpi ,  •*  The  turn  of  f>r.  Jntin* 


MrHoole's,  with  Sir  Joshxia   T  I 

have  neglected  the  memorial  of  nr, 

so  Its  to  remember  no  more  di 
particuiars :  one,  that  he  stronu 
an  argument  by  Sir  .'''*■  •' 
preferable  to  vice,  con 

atul  that  a   man  would     „  ;. 

only  to   nreser\'c   his  chum^  he 

cxpresstMl  much  wonder  at  th  n^ 

tion  of  the  bat,  u  mouse  with  w 
that  it  was  idmo«t  ii*  ptranjfc  n  t! 
olf»^,  a*  if  the  fabulous  droj 

On  Tuesday.  May  12..  I  \.  f'3l 

of  Marchmonl,  t«>  know  if  Ii 
favour  Dr.  Johnson  with  ini 
ing  Pope,  whose  Life  he  w.l 
Johnson  had  not   flattered 
hopej   of   receiving    any    cr.  .m,      ...-,,,     no 
noblenuin  ;    for  he  said  to  me.  whcii    I    inf«- 
lioned  Lord  Marchmont  as  one  wb..  <  i.cnT  1. 11 
him  a  great  deal  about  Pooe,  — 
tell   m£  nothing."     I  had  the  hoii 
known  to  bis  lordship,  and  api)ljtMi  t 
myself,  without  lieing  commissioned   ^ 
son.     His  Iordj>h)p  behaved  in  the  nn' 
and  obliging  manner,  promised  to  W. 
recollected    about   Pop«^    and  was     5«_'     la; 
courteouB  as  to  say,  "  Tell  Dr.  Johns4>ii  1  hnv? 
ft  great  respect  for  him,  and  am  n     '     - 
it  in   any  way  I  can.     I  am  to  1 
to-morrow,  and   will  call   3t    '»■ 
return.^*     His  lordship  hoW' 
he  write  the 'Lives  ol  the   J' 
He  wai>  the  first  that  brought  \\  i 
into  a  dictionary.     And  what  do  ; 
the  definition  of  Excise  f     Do  you  know  tin 
history  of  his  aversion  to  the  won!  frrrnjjiir,- ' ' 
Then  taking  down  the   folio   l)> 
showed  it  with  this  censure  on 
sense.     *  To  escape  from  secrecy 
»euse  luteJy  innovated  from   Ft,> 
necessity.'"^      "The  truth  was.   Lit- 
broke,  who  left  the  Jncobites,  fir«t 
therefore  it  was  to  be  eondemned.      1 1 
have  shown  what  word  would   do   fir 
was  unnecessary."     I  afterwar«1s  put  i 
tion  to  Johnson  :  "  Why,  Sir,"  saiii 
ahf^idS    UoswELL.    "  That,  Sir,  U  u 
wordd."    JotTNsoN.     ^^  Sir,  there  ia  no  en 


n  f<*H»n»^M\hii!t  ftf«»r.    Wf*,    Schv^^rtrt  ttv»*. 


AitU  Jauieaiu*  totKcriifng  ifreci-wlll: 


Mi 


'  '■  '•  '  f'nltlti 

■  tmii 

'... i       ■  'It' 

K>ki-t:t;  (»M  Uilif  JiHiivitikte?"^  11rt«WBLL. 

••  ^:  '■  w,n  A  Iwnuty 

An«l  >  '   tuJiml  all  U\ 

W**  1'- 

'Ml  i>  .iltHU  n(  ttili  «et»rh* 

ateiii,  dkiiif  Iti  the  cotuiiry. 


...u>  tlMftutr  ;   «U< 

in     i-llkl.Ti'jrlHrtil     f 


ItDprojier  uw,  for  kapptTumn  or  occu, 
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ibis.  You  mav  as  well  msist  to  bavc  a  word 
for  old  ngc,"  Boswtsll,  **  Well»  Sir,  tenectits" 
Jou»»<>».  "  Nay,  Sir,  to  insist  alwavii  that 
tbon?  ^hoiihl  !h}  one  wortl  to  express  n  thing  in 
Knglishf  because  there  is  one  in  unoHier 
liuiw;uii^e\  is  to  dmnj?e  the  language ." 

J  HVailtHl  mys*-'ir  of  thia  oj>jKirtuTiit)r  to  hear 
from  hid  lordship  lUAoy  pjirticulHra  lM>th  of 
Po^w  nnd  Lord  iJoUiig broke,  whieb  1  have  in 
frnting. 

1  proposed  to  Lord  Marchtnont,  that  be 
tbould  rerise  Johnson  fl  Life  of  Pope:  "So," 
•aid  his  lordship,  **you  would  put  me  in  a 
dangerous  gituatiou.  You  know  he  knocked 
dawn  Osbonie,  the  bookseller^  ''■ 

EI»t»Ml  with  the  success  of  my  spontaneous 
exrxtitm  to  pr»M^ure  inaLerial  sujd  respectable 
aid  to  Juhii.^ou  fur  his  very  favourite  work^ 
•*lbe  r^ive*  nC  the  Pot't*,'*  I  hiLstened  down  to 
Mjp.  Thrale's^  at  Streathtim,  whvre  l>e  n(»w  was, 
that  I  might  insure  his  being  at  honie  next 
day  ;  and  uAer  dinner^  when  1  thought  he 
Wf»uld  re<"cive  the  ginnl  news  in  the  best 
humour,  1  announced  it  eagerly ;  **!  have 
been  ut  work  for  vmi  ttwJiiy,  Sir.  I  have  been 
with  Liird  >  i  lie  bade  me  tell  vou 

he  ha5  a  gr<  i  for  you,  and  will  call  on 

you  to*niorrow  ai  oue  o'clock,  and  irommunicate 
dl  hi*  krujwf*  ab4^»ut  Pope."  Here  I  paused,  in 
full  exjK'clation  that  he  would  be  pleased  with 
this  ititcllij^enee,  would  praise  ray  active  merit, 
and  wouM  lm  alert  lo  embrace  such  an  offer 
from  a  noVdoman*  But  whether  I  hiid  shown 
an  ovf  r  ''  ''  n,  whit'h  pr  '  ^  'rs  spleen; 
i»r  wli.  -s  pei/e<l  \v  ion  that 

I  ha-d  .....„,„.,.  Lim  on  Lou.  ..;,...  ..uiont,  and 
biindded  hini  too  mucli^  or  whether  there  was 
any  ihiuj^  more  tlnin  an  unlucky  fit  of  ill 
luiro<nn%  T  ktiow  not ;  but  to  my  surprise  the 
result  wa%  ^JouNHo?!,  "I  shall  not  be  in 
t«iwn  lo-ntom»w.  1  ilonH  care  to  know  about 
p{  c; »» "  ^!  nn,  T»i  a  i  lk  (surprised,  as  I  wa^,  »n<l 
n  '  v).     '*  I  mpfKjse,  Sir,  Mr.  Boswell 

t !  !  t  as  you  are  to  write  Pope's  Life, 

%iiii  voiiil  Mi«]i  to  ktujw  about  him."  Joiiwbon. 
**Wi*h!  whv  ye^.  If  it  ruined  koowleil^e,  I'd 
b  ^^  '  '  t  ',  but  I  would  not  give  myself 
t  iri  qui-^t  ot'  it,"  lliere  was  no 

•'  '^ ' f.     Some  time 

mont  will  call 

[  \^\n\  Mareh- 

mont,"     ,\irs.  ThraJe  wsLi  unca*y  at  this  unao 

rnnnrThlr  ^  caprice;  and  told  me,  that  if  1  did 

ve  lo  brin^  aWml  a  meeting  betweeti 

.tuont  and  him,  it  would  never  take 

wliuh  would  be  n  great  pity.      I  sent  a 

I  to  his  lord^hij^),  to  be  left  at  Johnjion'a 


If  (-  ,.. 


I  ....I   Vf-,., 


•mrmt  and  Bofwvll  mnniwi 
'.  ifid  wh«n  th»  lijeii  It  s 

r.itulJthi  —  whirh  tttia  un 
t.  _Ciu>KJUi.  I<HT- 

I    •>.'•  tt^Mf,  t.iiA,^h,,t.-4  »nA  tmtt*Uk*wtifd, 

bitt  thif  ttHirtUnn  tBnay  ot  M*  own  character,  And  John.* 


hotme,  acquaintloff  him,  that  Dr,  Johnson  could 
not  be  in  town  ne.tt  tlay,  but  woubl  do  himnelf 
the  honour  of  waiting  on  hira  at  another  time. 
I  give  this  account  fairly,  n»  a  »j>e<'imen  of  that 
unhappy  tt'mper  with  which  lhi8  great  :uhI 
good  ujan  ha<i  occasionally  to  struggle^  from 
Boincthing  morbid  in  his  constitution.  Let  the 
most  censorious*  of  my  reader*  siiptiosc  himndf 
to  have  a  violent  fit  of  the  toothache,  or  to 
have  received  a  severe  stroke  on  the  phin-bone, 
and  when  in  such  a  »(alc  to  be  a-nked  a  queji- 
tiou  ;  and  if  he  has  any  caiidour,  he  will  not 
be  surj>ri*cd  at  the  answers  which  Johnaion 
sometimes  gave  in  momeiitji  of  irritation, 
which, let  me  aj!surethem,ia  excpiisitcly  painful. 
But  it  muft  not  be  erroueou-ily  supposerl  that 
he  was,  in  the  simallest  degree,  carele*s  con- 
cerning any  work  which  he  undertook,  or  that 
he  was  generally  thus  peevish.  It  will  l»e  se^ti 
that  in  the  following  yeiu"  he  hml  a  nvry  agree* 
able  interview  with  Lord  Maii  '  •  it  his 
lordship's  house;  and  this  yv  i  he 

soon  forgot  any  fretfulness,  anii  -vi.  i con- 
versation aa  usual. 

I  mentioned  a  reflection  having  been  thrown 
out  against  four  peers  for  having  pienumetl  lo 
rise  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judfiea,  in  a  cause  in  the  Houf:e  of  Lordu  *.  na 
if  that  were  tndecenU  JoitweoM.  *•  Sir,  there* 
is  no  ground  for  censure.  *rhe  peers  are 
judijes  themselves  :  and  suppo«i«tig  ihem  really 
to  be  of  a  different  opinion,  they  might  fVom 
duty  be  in  opjM^sition  to  the  judges  who  were 
there  only  to  be  con.aidtfd.'* 

In  this  obserration   I  fully  concurred  with 
him  ;  for,   nn(jueistionahIy,  all   the   p  •■'  -   "-r- 
vested  with  the  highest  judicial  p< 
when  they  are  confident  that  I  hey  u  i 

a  cause,  are  not  obligetl,  nay*  ought  not  to 
acfinicscc  in  the  opinion  of  the  oniimiry  law 
ju«fgt?ii,  or  even  in  tnat  of  thii#e  who  fnuii  ihrir 
studies  and  expcnciice  arc  cnllcd  th<?  law 
h>rdj).     1  conaider  the  ptnirs  in  l  I  ibi 

a  jury,  who  ought  to    lislen  ctful 

attention  to  tlie  >«:igt^si  of  the  la«  ,  iut  ir,  after 
bearing    them,   they  have  a   firm   opinion   of 
their  own,  are  iHiund,  m  !ir  ■  --♦  "    -    '  ■   '  •  •-  i  * 
aceordinglv.     Nor  is  it  5" 
understan*^  even  law  qti* 
thought^  provided   they  v 
attention  upt^n  them.     J  i 
made  by  my  honoured  relation  ihv  lwt«- 
Cathcart,  who    hail    «pent    his   life   in    « 
and  courta ;    yet  asiure<l  we,  that  he  couUj 
form  a  desir  opinion  upon  mopt  of  the  cau»«c<» 
that  cam*  Ibnmr  of  Lords,  ♦♦  aa  they 

were  io  V  fed  in  the  Cases/* 


Mh' 


|i.  t-r.^  Ill   ihf-j  ..irt'  ri*lir<|   ai-nlliv 't  'I  0»l 
»ron  tbouifb  Uir  judKr*  wvtr  di*i%lini.  - 
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]!irrs.  Thrale  told  us,  that  a  carious  clergy- 
man of  our  acquaintance  had  discovered  a 
licentious  stanza,  which  Pope  had  originally  in 
his  "  Universal  Prayer,"  before  the  stanza,  — 

**  What  conscience  dictates  to  be  done. 
Or  warns  us  not  to  do"  &c. 

It  was  this :  — 

**  Can  sins  of  moment  claim  the  rod 
Of  everlasting  fires? 
And  that  offend  great  Nature's  God 
"Which  Nature's  self  inspires  ?  " 

and  that  Dr.  Johnson  observed,  it  hod  been 
borrowed  from  Guarinu'  There  are,  indeed, 
in  Pastor  Fido^  many  such  flimsy  superficial 
reasonings  as  that  in  the  last  two  lines  of  this 
stanza. 

BoswsLL.  "  In  that  stanza  of  Pope's,  *  rod  of 
Jirea*  is  certainly  a  bad  metaphor."  M&s. 
THBAI.E.  "  And  '  sins  of  moment '  is  a  faulty 
expression  ;  for  its  true  import  is  momentous, 
which  cannot  be  intended. '  Joukson.  "  It 
must  have  been  written  *  of  moments*  Of  mo- 
ment, is  momentous;  of  moments,  momentary. 
I  warrant  you,  however,  Pope  wrote  this  stanza, 
and  some  friend  struck  it  out.  Boileau  wrote 
some  such  thing,  and  Amaud  struck  it  out, 
saying,  *  Vous  gagnerez  deux  ou  trois  impies,  et 
perdrez  je  ne  sgais  cnmbien  d'honnetes  gens* 
These  fellows  want  to  say  a  daring  thing,  and 
donH  know  how  to  go  about  it.  Mere  poets 
know  no  more  of  fundamental  principles  than 

."     Here  he  was  intenupted  somehow. 

iMra.  Thrale  mentioned  Dryden.  Joiinson. 
"  He  puzzled  himself  about  predestination. 
How  ffwlish  was  it  in  Pope  to  give  all  his 
friendship  to  lords,  who  thought  they  honoured 
him  by  being:  with  him ;  and  to  choose  such 
lords  as  Burlington,  and  Cobham,  and  Boling- 
broke!  Bathurst  was  negative,  a  pleasing 
man ;  and  I  have  heard  no  ill  of  Marchmont 
And  then  always  saying,  *  I  do  not  value  you 
for  being  a  lord ;'  which  was  a  sure  proof  that 
he  did.  I  never  say  I  do  not  value  Boswell 
more  for  being  born  to  an  estate,  because  I  do 
not  care."  »  Boswkll.  "  Nor  for  being  a 
Scotchman  ?  "  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  do  value  you  more 
for  being  a  Scotchman.  You  are  a  Scotchman 
without  the  fa\ilts  of  Scotchmen.  You  would 
not  have  been  so  valuable  as  you  ore  had  you 
not  been  a  Scotchman." 

Talking  of  divorces,  I  asked  if  Othello's 
doctrine  was  not  plausible :  — 

"  He  that  is  robb'd,  not  wanting  what  is  stolen. 
Let  him  not  know 't,  and  he's  not  robb'd  at  all." 

Dr.  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Thrale  joined  against 
this.  Johnson.  "  Ask  any  man  if  he  'd  wish 
not  to  know  of  such  an  mjury."  Boswell. 
"  \\'ould  you  tell  your  friend  to  make  him  un- 


>  I,  on  the  contrary,  believe  that  BoiweU'a  station  In  life 
had  a  grentor  influence  with  Jubnson  than  heauppoMd.— 
CioKRa,  1N47. 

<  I  fnir  it  will  be  but  too  evident  at  whoae  expense  Mr. 
Botwell  chose  to  insike  so  offensive  an  hypothesis.— CuoKsa. 


happy  P  "  Johnson.  **  Perhaps,  Sir,  I  sfaoold 
not ;  but  that  would  be  from  prudence  on  my 
own  account.  A  man  would  tell  his  fmther. 
Boswell.  "  Yes ;  because  he  would  not  have 
spurious  children  to  get  any  share  of  the 
family  inheritance."  Mrs.  Thraxje.  ^  Or  he 
would  tell  his  brother."  Boswblx^  **  Cer- 
tainly his  elder  brother.  Johtsson.  "Yoo 
would  tell  your  friend  of  a  woman's  inftmy, 
to  prevent  his  marrying  a  prostitute :  there  is 
the  same  reason  to  tell  him  of  his  wife's  infi- 
delity when  he  is  married,  to  prevent  the  con- 
sequences of  imposition.  It  is  a  breach  of 
confidence  not  to  tell  a  friend."  Boswell. 
"Would  you  tell  Mr P"  (i 


gentleman  ^  who  assuredly  was  not  in  the  Inst 
danger  of  such  a  miserable  di^race,  thonsk 
married  to  a  fine  woman.)  Johksoh.  "  N<\ 
Sir ;  because  it  would  do  no  good :  he  is  ao 
sluggish,  he'd  never  go  to  parliament  and  get 
through  a  divorce." 

lie  said  of  one  of  our  friends,  "  He  [Mr. 
Langton]  is  ruining  himself  without  pleasure. 
A  man  who  loses  at  play,  or  who  runs  out  hii 
fortune  at  court,  makes  his  estate  less,  in  hofu 
of  making  it  bigger  (I  am  sure  of  this  word, 
which  was  ohen  used  by  him)  :  but  it  is  a  sad 
thing  to  pass  through  the  quagmire  of  parsi- 
mony to  the  gulf  of  ruin.  To  pass  over  tbs 
flowery  path  of  extravagance  is  very  welL" 

Amongst  the  numerous  prints  pasted  on  the 
walls  of  the  dining-room  at  Streatham  wat 
Hogarth's  "Modern  Midnight  Conversation." 
I  asked  him  what  he  knew  of  Parson  Fend, 
who  made  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  liotons 
group.^  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  was  my  acquaint- 
ance and  relation,  my  mother's  nephew.  Ue  had 
purchased  a  living  in  the  country,  but  not  usMh 
niacally.  I  never  saw  him  but  in  the  country.  I 
have  been  told  he  was  a  man  of  great  parts;  veiT 

Srofligate,  but  I  never  heard  he  was  impioas. 
oswfXL.  "  Was  there  not  a  story  of  his  gfaoit 
having  appeared?"  Johnson.  *'  Sir,  it  wm 
believed.  A  waiter  at  the  Uummums,  in  which 
house  Ford  died,  had  been  absent  for  sons 
time,  and  returned,  not  knowing  that  Ford  wti 
dead.  Going  down  to  the  cellar,  according  to 
the  story,  he  met  him ;  going  down  agun,  he 
met  him  a  second  time.  When  he  came  ap^ 
he  asked  some  of  the  people  of  the  house  whsi 
Ford  could  be  doing  there.  They  told  hn 
Ford  was  dead.  The  waiter  took  a  fever,  it 
which  he  lay  for  some  time.  When  he  n- 
covered,  he  said  he  had  a  message  to  deliver  ti 
some  women  from  Ford ;  but  he  was  not  to  tdl 
what,  or  to  whom.  He  walked  out ;  he  wai 
followed ;  but  somewhere  about  St.  Paul's  tier 
lost  him.  He  came  back,  and  said  he  hi 
delivered  the  message,  and  the  women  ex- 
claimed,  *  Then  we  are  all   undone !  *    Dr* 


*  The  acquiesccnro  of  J.ihnson,  on  this  (      

AUthi'ntirate  the  fact,  that  Ftird  was  lIogutli*t  rloCowi 
See  a»t^,  p.  9.  it.  6 — Cioker. 


Mr,  69. 
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Pellet,  who  wub  not  a  cretiiilous  DMin,  in^uiiH.^! 
inlj)  tho  tnilh  of  tUU  sUiry,  and  he  naui  the 
ovidnux'  WHS  irresistible.  My  wile  went  to 
thi!  IIiuiiTiHiTti^  :  {it  U  .1  plu<'e  whiire  [Mioplc 
f*i  )-'     I  believe  »he  went 

wi  I  1         (Uoiit  tliii*  story  gf  Ford. 

At  tiitit  thi^y  w*'Vii  iuiwillin<;  lo  t<'ll  hef ;  but, 
ft(Vf?r  they  hud  talked  to  her,  she  came  away 
ntis^ed  that  it  wn;  true.  To  be  sme,  the  mun 
limi  ft  fevejr;  and  thi'<  vision  may  have  been  the 
begiiming  of  it.  But  if  the  message  to  the 
iraincn«  and  their  behaviour  ui>on  it>  were  true 
a*  irlntcd,  tlicre  wm  aometliin^  supernatural. 
That  rest*  upon  hia  word  * ;  and  there  it  rc- 
luoinn/' 

AlYer  Mrs.  Thrale  was  gone  to  bed,  John- 
Hem  and  1  sat  up  late.  We  resumed  Sir  Joshua 
Keynold*'*  argument  on  the  preeediii};  Sunday, 
that  a  man  woulci  l>e  virtuous,  though  he  luwl 
no  other  motive  than  to  preserve  hta  character. 
Juim^oii.  **  Sir,  it  in  not  true ;  for,  as*  to  this 
w<«rld,  vice  do<»  not  hurt  a  man's  charaetvr.** 
Bopyrnuh.  "  Yes,  Sir,  debauching  a  friend's 
wile  will,"  JoiJWsosc.  '*No,  8ir,  Who  thinlw 
the  wiirjie  of  rih-auclerk,  p.  260.]  for  it?" 
H....» .  [  ,^,  ♦.  Lcird  [Btjlin^broke]  was  wyi  hi* 
JoiinaoK.  "  Tlial  is  only  a  eircum- 
Sir;  u  nli(;ht  distim'tion.  lie  eouhJ 
fpet  into  the  house  but  b^  Lord  [Boliiig- 
lw»]  A  man  ia  cliosen  knight  of  tlie  shire 
the  le«tf  for  having  debauched  ladies," 
iwxix.  "  What,  Sir,  if  he  dcbaucheil  the 
iiMiies  nf  iH'ui\'Muvn  in  the  eountr,  will  not 
bt' ;i  LN'Hind  rej!*entrafnt  against  him?" 
No,  Sir.  He  will  lose  those  par- 
men  ;  but  the  rest  will  not  trou- 
nr  M'  ;idn  about  it'*  (warmly).  Bo^wlla.. 
Sir,  I  I'auDot  titink  s*>."  JonNsow. 
lir,  there  I*  no  t^ilking  with  ii  imm  who 
ite  what  every  body  know?  (uii;p-iJy). 
m  kn«>w  this  ?  ^'  Boi^wrix.  **  No,  ^Hu' ; 
and  Iwith  to  think  better  of  yoiir  country 
you  represent  it-  I  kn(«w  in  Scotland  u 
Ionian  «>bb^ed  to  leave  it  for  drbaiti-hin;^  a 
and  in  one  of  our  counties  an  earl's 
lier  lost  his  election  because  he  hud  de* 
bed  tlie  lady  of  another  earl  in  that 
Inty,  and  destroyed  the  }>cacc  of  a  noble 

Itill  he  would  not  yield*     He   procee<lod : 

""ill    you   lUit   alhiw,  Sir,  that  vltc  does  not 

inan'n  «dmraeter  no  as  lo  obstruct  his 

ily  in  bfe.  when  you  know  that  [Lord 

t|l.  f>01>.l     W.v     Iini'lr-l     Willi      Mrulth      lUnl 


RH^d  loni  lo  i'Ul  htn  own  lliioiiL '  liotsi* 
LK  '♦  You  will  recoUoct,  Sir,  timt  Dr.  Ko- 
I  fie  cut  litB  throat  because  lie  was 
!  life ;  little  things  not  b«'ing  buf- 


'.on 

urc 

L»e 

ifc. 


ficient  to  move  hi»  ^eat  mind/'  Jotrar^m 
(very  an|fry).  "  Naj\  Sir,  what  -'")'  '-  «hiat 
You  had  no  more  this  opinion  i^' 
Siiui  it  than  before.  I  krun 
oflennive  than  repi^atin^  wlr 
foolish  things,  by  wnv  of  <•■ 
t4>  see  what  a  man  wHl  iuj*iwer,  —  to  titake  him 
your  butt !  "  (an;jricr  ft  ill.)  IIoswell.  ""  My 
dear  Sir,  I  hud  no  such  intention  hb  you  seem 
ti3  »usy>ect;  I  had  not  indeed.  Miidit  not  thin 
nobleman  h.        '  '  '      ^  *  weary,  sUle, 

Hat,    and    i  inlet    fays?'* 

Johnson.  '  ;i<n,  n  ,..u  .i..  <>•  ijnng  in  ^aUtU^ 
I'iJ  talk  no  more.  1  will  not,  u^*on  my  ho- 
nour.'* My  readers  will  deeide  upon  thi« 
dispute. 


CUAPTER  LXVIl. 
1778—1779, 


Lord    Kumet Sir    Gtorjf9 

tnnnte  llrtu*.  —  Sot*t>t 
7rai-fi.  — -  Lwrr/  Chnrlrimmt, 
Alii HH era  of  the  GrttU.  • — 
Duttnintf."  —  Dt,  MrtttL  — 
didt,  —  Franeittt  Hnnu*,  - 
WnrWiu  —  Lard  CfuitJkatn.  — 
—  MiHim*$  *•  Tr*ictixu.*'  — 
Wariry  Camp,  —  /?r.  fiur/t' 
nnidn'M  " /)ljci(i»ir«M/' ^  JfV' 
of  tht    rottar—Dmth    ..y 


FittWrt't  Ghott  — 
Modetty.  —  Fftrttyn 
—  CifH»try  Li  fit  -—* 
timnti  ••  loiter  A> 
Hu*t*ia9   and    Can* 

-  Mmltrm     Buok»    of 

-  FinPM.  ^  Educatiom.. 
■   Lofkr,    —  yTwii  tt> 

I*   "  LiVfM 


Nkjkt  morning  [1 3th  May»]  I  stated  to  Mr*. 
Thrale  at  break fii-r.  lM*fore  be  came  down,  th« 
dis])ute  of  J  .  to  the  induence  of  cha* 

racier  uj Km  u  life.     She  tunid  he  wuja 

ccrtaiidy  wrooj.* ;  and  told  nie  that  a  bfironnt 
lost  an  election  in  WaFe^  b<>rt!U!<e  he  had  clf- 
bauched  the  sister  of  •  '   in  die  county, 

whom  he  niudroneol  t  r .« inviM'  'am  her 

companion  at  hia  seat  in  tii(>  <  •m 
lady  hM<1  hi»  other  children  w« 
But  she  woald  not  cmeountiir  Jom 
the  subject. 

I  mi.kI  „11  Hi't*  day  with  l"*"  "♦  '^«r..Mti,rtni, 
He  fa  t   deal  in  t,  ur, 

\.v  '  '■•-^l■v  I>ill  I  ion 

■ii  i.lii.'fstefi  .  \ut 

I,  and»iai<t       .  .  be» 

iv»cribed  to  him,  I'mU^  of  which  vkua  written  by 
me :  aiitl  the  be»l  of  it  in,  they  have  found  out 
that  one  is  like  DenumtherK'^,  asul  tho  v\hvr 
Uke  Cicero.**     [p.  46.  n.  i.] 


I  hi;* 

on. 
upon 


^t  Bathi  nr»  fBll..->l  llimMnulin  hi  Hi-  i'.rttl.  »ntl  lUrtur"'  ihtrti"       •»«  »llr  i  i» -ri.--l  -    .ilv\  »■•'  ll   (-l.»..-i  ».tl.  V<>1>\  .Iki-.l  m  irO-  Mm! 

Vi  ri|     •(! J    I..-    ..    .IIM -I      11,1   Hi-     ■.,;>.     I.>  .   1     .     ■,  .■!..      .,  .1  I  J.    I  I,     ,1,    II.-      I.  .      Ml I     (!.■      |i   U'l.   »  M     .^   .   1.    .    ,i,|n;,  MJ,.  r 
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He  censured  Lord  Karnes's  "Sketches  of 
the  History  of  Man,*'  for  misrepresenting 
Clarendon's  account  of  the  appearance  of  Sir 
Georse  Villiers's  ghost,  as  if  Clarendon  were 
weakly  credulous;  when  the  truth  is,  that 
Clarendon  only  says,  that  the  story  was  upon  a 
better  foundation  of  credit  than  usually  such 
discourses  are  founded  upon ;  nay,  speaks  thus 
of  the  person  who  was  reported  to  have  seen 
the  vision,  "  the  poor  man,  if  he  had  been  at 
all  waking;*'  which  Lord  Karnes  has  omitted.* 
He  added,  "  In  this  book  it  is  maintained  that 
virtue  is  natural  to  man,  and  that  if  we  would 
but  consult  our  own  hearts  we  should  be 
virtuous.  Now,  after  consulting  our  own  hearts 
all  we  can,  and  with  all  the  helps  we  have,  we 
find  how  few  of  us  are  virtuous.  This  is  say- 
ing a  thing  which  all  mankind  know  not  to  be 
true."  BoswELL.  "  Is  not  modesty  natural  ?  " 
Johnson.  "  I  cannot  say.  Sir,  as  we  find  no 
people  quite  in  a  state  of  nature ;  but,  I  think, 
the  more  they  are  taught,  the  more  modest 
they  are.  The  French  are  a  gross,  ill-bred, 
untaught  people ;  a  lady  there  will  spit  on  the 
floor  and  rub  it  with  her  foot.  What  I  gtdned 
by  being  in  France  was,  learning  to  be  better 
satisfied  with  my  own  country.  Time  may  be 
employed  to  more  advantage  from  nineteen  to 
twenty -four,  almost  in  any  way  than  in  travel- 
ling. When  you  set  travelling  against  mere 
negation,  against  doing  nothing,  it  is  better  to 
be  sure ;  but  how  much  more  would  a  young 
man  improve  were  he  to  study  during  those 
years !  Indeed,  if  a  young  man  is  wUd,  and 
must  run  after  women  and  bad  company,  it  is 
better  this  should  be  done  abroad,  as,  on  his 
return,  he  can  break  off  such  connections,  and 
begin  at  home  a  new  man,  with  a  character  to 
form,  and  acquaintance  to  make.  How  little 
does  travelling  supply  to  the  conversation  of 
any  man  who  has  travelled !  how  little  to  Beau- 
clerk  ! "  BoswsLL.  "  What  say  you  to  Lord 
[Charlemont] ! "  Johnson.  "  1  never  but 
once  heard  him  talk  of  what  he  had  seen,  and 
that  was  of  a  large  serpent  in  one  of  the  pyra- 
mids of  E^rypt."  BoswELL.  "Well,  I  happened 
to  hear  liim  tell  the  same  thing,  which  made 
me  mention  him."- 

I  talked  of  a  country  life.  Johnson.  "Were 
I  to  live  in  the  country,  I  would  not  devote 
myself  to  the  acquisition  of  popularity ;  I  would 
live  in  a  much  better  way,  much  more  happily; 
I  would  have  my  time  at  my  own  command." 
BoswELL.  "  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  sad  thing  to 
be  at  a  distance  from  all  our  literary  friends?" 
Jounson.     "  Sir,  you  will    by-and-by  have 


I  Thli  supprpsslon  it  particularly  b1ameal>le.  because  the 
ouestinn  was  ai  to  tlie  extent  of  Clarendon's  credulity  ;  and 
Lord  Karnes  gives  tiis  own  summary  of  the  story  with  marlis 
of  quotation,  as  if  he  were  copying  Clarendon  exactly.  — 
Crokkr. 

'  James,  first  earl.  His  lordship  was,  to  the  last,  in  the 
habit  of  telling  tliis  story  rather  too  often.  —  Crokbr. 

5  In  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  enlargement  of  that "  Letter," 
which  he  has  since  published  with  the  title  of"  Enm  wrummk, 
or.  The  Dtpersioru  qfPuriey,"  he  mentions  this  compUment, 


enough  of  this  conversation,  which  now  d 
you  so  much.'* 

As  he  was  a  zealous  friend  of  subordii 
he  was  at  all  times  watchful  to  repre 
vuh^ar  cant  against  the  manners  of  the 
"High  people.  Sir,"  said  he,  "are  the 
take  a  hundred  ladies  of  quality,  you*] 
them  better  wives,  better  mothers,  more 
in^  to  sacrifice  their  own  pleasure  to 
children,  than  a  hundred  other  w 
Tradeswomen  (I  mean  the  wives  of  trades 
in  the  city,  who  are  worth  from  ten  to  i 
thousand  pounds,  are  the  worst  crei 
upon  the  earth,  ^ossly  ignorant,  and  thi 
viciousness  fashionable.  Famners,  I  1 
are  often  worthless  fellows.  Few  lord 
cheat ;  and,  if  they  do,  they'll  be  asham 
it :  farmer  cheat,  and  are  not  ashanned 
they  have  all  the  sensual  vices  too  < 
nobility,  with  cheating  into  the  bargain.  ' 
is  as  much  fornication  and  adultery  am 
farmers  as  amongst  noblemen."  Bos^ 
"The  notion  of  the  world.  Sir,  howev( 
that  the  morals  of  women  of  quality  are  ' 
than  those  in  lower  stations."  Job 
"  Yes,  Sir ;  the  licentiousness  of  one  won 
quality  makes  more  noise  than  that  of  a  nu 
of  women  in  lower  stations :  then.  Sir,  yc 
to  consider  the  malignity  of  women  h 
city  against  women  of  quality,  which  will 
them  believe  any  thing  of  them,  such  as 
they  call  their  coachmen  to  bed.  No,  Si 
far  as  I  have  observed,  the  higher  in  ran 
richer  ladies  are,  they  are  the  better  instn 
and  the  more  virtuous." 

This  year  the  Reverend  Mr.  Home  pub] 
his  "  Letter  to  Mr.  Dunning  on  the  Ei 
Particle."  Johnson  read  it ;  and  thougl 
treated  in  it  with  sufficient  respect,  he 
candour  enough  to  say  to  Mr.  Seward,  " ' 
I  to  make  a  new  edition  of  niy  Dictions 
would  adopt  several^  of  Mr.  Home's  et 
loffies.  I  hope  they  did  not  put  the  do;j  i 
piJIory  for  his  libel ;  he  has  too  much  liter 
for  that."* 

On  Saturday,  May  16.,  I  dined  with 
at  Mr.  Beauclerk's  with  Mr.  Langton, 
Steevens,  Dr.  Higgins,  and  some  othex 
regret  very  feelingly  every  instance  of  m 
missness  in  recording  his  memorabilia; 
afraid  it  is  the  condition  of  humanity  (a* 
Windham,  of  Norfolk,  once  observed  tc 
after  having  made  an  admirable  speech  i 
House  of  Commons,  which  was  highli 
plauded,  but  which  he  afterwards  pero 
might  have  been  better),  "  that  we  are 


as  if  Dr.  Johnson,  instead  of  several  of  his  etrmoloch 
said  oil.  His  recollection  having  thus  magnified  it. 
how  ambitious  he  was  of  the  approbation  of  ao  great  i 
—  BoswsLL.    The  occasion  of  Home's  .letter  was  hi 

O  the  construction  put  bythe  judges  of  the  Court  of] 
on  some  words  in  liis  indictmenL  —  CaoK.nt.  IS 
*  This  is   another    instance  of  Johnson's    contmri 
opinions —an<^.  p.  G02.  —for  which  I  can  more  easily  ai 
tlian  for  his  continued  ignorance  of  Home  Tooke's  tea 
_  Csokn. 
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uneasy  from  thinking  of  our  wants,  than  happy 
in  thinking  of  our  acquisitions."  *  This  is  an 
unreasonable  mode  of  disturbing  our  tran- 
quillity, and  should  be  corrected  :  let  me  then 
comfort  myself  with  the  large  treasure  of  John- 
son's conversation  which  I  have  preserved  for 
my  own  cnioyment  and  that  of  the  world ;  and 
let  me  exhibit  what  I  have  upon  each  occasion, 
whether  more  or  less,  whether  a  bulse,  or  only 
a  few  sparks  of  a  diamond. 

He  said,  "  Dr.  Mead  lived  more  in  the  broad 
sunshine  of  life  than  almost  any  man.'' ' 

The  disaster  of  General  Burgoyne's  army " 
was  then  the  common  topic  of  conversation.  It 
was  asked  why  piling  their  arms  was  insisted 
upon  as  a  matter  of  such  consequence,  when 
it  seemed  to  be  a  circumstance  so  inconsider- 
able in  itself.  Johwson.  "  Why,  Sir,  a  French 
author  says,  ^  Ily  a  beaucnup  depuerilites  dans 
la  guerre.  All  distinctions  are  trifles,  because 
great  things  can  seldom  occur,  and  those  dis- 
tinctions are  settled  by  custom.  A  savage 
would  as  willingly  have  his  meat  sent  to  him 
in  the  kitchen,  as*  eat  it  at  the  table  here  :  as 
men  become  civilised,  various  modes  of  denot- 
ing honourable  preference  are  invented." 

He  this  day  made  the  observations  upon  the 
similarity  between  "Rasselas"  and  ^^Candide ;" 
which  1  have  inserted  in  its  proper  place 
[p.  115.1,  when  considering  his  admirable 
pnilosophical  romance.  He  said,  "  Candide," 
ne  thought,  had  more  power  in  it  than  any 
thing  that  Voltaire  had  written. 

He  said,  "  The  lyrical  part  of  Horace  never 
can  be  perfectly  translated ;  so  much  of  the 
excellence  is  in  the  numbers  and  expression. 
Francis  has  done  it  the  best.  Til  take  his, 
five  out  of  six,  against  them  all." 

On  Sunday,  Slay  17.,  I  presented  to  him 
Mr.  FuUarton,  of  Fullarton,  who  has  since 
distinguished  himself  so  much  in  India  ^  to 
whom  he  naturally  talked  of  travels,  as  Mr. 
Brydone  accompanied  him  in  his  tour  to  Sicily 
and  Malta.  He  said,  "  The  information  which 
we  have  from  modern  travellers  is  much  more 
authentic  than  what  we  had  from  ancient 
travellers ;  ancient  travellers  guessed,  modern 
travellers  measure.  The  Swiss  admit  that 
there  is  but  one  error  in  Stanyan.*  If  Brydone 
were  more  attentive  to  his  Bible,  he  would  be 
a  sood  traveller."     [p.  491.] 

He  siud,  "Lord  Chatham  was  a  Dictator; 


>  Mr.  Windham'*  MS.  Journal,  which  I  havf!  seen,  exhibits 
InitazKet  of  a  morbid,  >eif-turmcnting  kjfpockundriaa'sm, 
of  which  tho4e  who  knew  him  only  in  society  could  hare  no 
Idea.  _  Croker.  1847. 

a  Or.  Ulchard  Mead  waa  bom  In  1673,  and  died  in  I7M. 
HU  collecton  of  boolis,  pictures,  and  coins  (which  sold  for 
upwards  of  16,000/.).  were,  during  his  life,  mo»t  liberally 
open  to  public  curiosity.  He  was  much  visited  by  the  literati 
and  forclsners,  and  did  certainly  lire  In  the  "  sunshino  of 

|lft."_Cl«OKEB. 

>  It*  surrender  at  Saratoga.  October.  1777.  —  Croker. 

<  In  1787,  Mr.  Fullarton  published  a  "  View  of  the  English 
InteretU  in  India."  —  Whight. 

*  Temple  Stanyan.  Esq.,  at  one  time  minister  to  the  Porte, 
of  an  "  Account  qf  Su-itzcrtand,"  I7M,  and  of  a  better 

'*Htatoty  ^  Greece"     He  died  17-'i2.  —  Croker, 
183». 

*  The  slip  of  pap«r  on  which  he  made  the  correction  is 


he  jwssessed  the  power  of  putting  the  state  in 
motion:  now  there  is  no  power,  all  order  is 
relaxed."  Boswetx.  "Is  there  no  hope  of 
a  change  to  the  better  ?  "  Johnson.  "  Why, 
yes.  Sir,  when  we  are  weary  of  this  relaxation. 
So  the  city  of  London  will  appoint  its  mayors 
agun  by  seniority."  Boswell.  "  But  is  not 
that  taking  a  mere  chance  for  having  a  good 
or  a  bad  mayor?"  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir; 
but  the  evil  of  competition  is  greater  than 
that  of  the  worst  mayor  that  can  come; 
besides,  there  is  no  more  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  choice  of  a  rabble  will  be  right,  than 
that  chance  will  be  right." 

On  Tuesday,  May  19.,  I  was  to  set  out  for 
Scotland  in  the  evening.  He  was  engaged  to 
dine  with  me  at  Mr.  Dilly's.  I  waited  upon 
him  to  remind  him  of  his  appointment  and 
attend  him  thither ;  he  gave  me  some  salutary 
counsel,  and  recommended  vigorous  resolution 
against  any  deviation  from  moral  duty.  Bos- 
well.  "  But  you  would  not  have  me  to  bind 
myself  by  a  solemn  obligation?"  Johnson 
(much  agitated).  "  What !  a  vow  1  —  O,  no. 
Sir ;  a  vow  is  a  horrible  thing  I  it  is  a  snare  for 
sin.  The  man  who  cannot  go  to  heaven  with- 
out a  vow,  may  go *     Here,  standing 

erect  in  the  middle  of  his  library,  and  rolling 
grand,  his  pause  was  truly  a  curious  compound 
of  the  solemn  and  the  ludicrous;  he  half- 
whistled  in  his  usual  way  when  pleasant,  and 
he  paused  as  if  checked  by  religious  awe. 
Metnought  he  would  have  added,  to  heU,  but 
was  restrained.  I  humoured  the  dilemma. 
"  What,  Sir  ! "  said  I,  "  In  codum  jusserie 
ibitf  *"  alluding  to  his  imitation  of  it, — 

"  And  bid  him  go  to  bell,  to  hell  he  goes." 

I  had  mentioned  to  him  a  slight  fault  in  his 
noble  "Imitation  of  the  Tenth  Satire  of 
Juvenal,"  a  too  near  recurrence  of  the  verb 
spread  in  his  description  of  the  young  en- 
thusiast at  college :  — 

"  Through  all  bis  veins  the  fever  of  renown 

Spreads  from  the  strong  contagion  of  the  gown ; 
O'er  Uodley's  dome  his  future  labours  sprtad. 
And  Bacon's  mansion  trembles  o'er  his  head." 

He  had  desired  me  to  change  spreads  to 
burns;  but  for  perfect  authenticity,  1  now  had 
it  done  with  his  own  hand."  ^  I  thought  this 
alteration  not  only  cured  the  fault,   out  was 


deposited  by  me  in  the  noble  library  to  which  it  relates,  and 
to  which  I  hare  presented  other  pieces  of  his  handwritinR.— 

BOSWELL. 

The  passage  in  the  first,  and  in  some  other  editions, 
stands  as  follows :  — 

••  When  first  the  college  rolls  receire  his  name, 

The  young  enthusiast  quits  his  ease  for  fame : 

Resittless  bum*  the  fercr  of  renown. 

Caught  from  the  strong  contagion  of  the  gown ; 

O'er  Bodlev's  dome  his  future  labours  sitrrad. 

And  Bacon  s  mansion  trembles  o'er  his  h«ad." 
Johnson,  no  doubt,  in  amending  the  second  awkward 
couplet,  inadvertently  Inserted  spreads  in«tead  of  6iifiu. 
The  true  reading  ought  to  Im*  introduced  in  anjr  new 
edition  of  the  poem,  which  it  has  not  been  in  any  that  I 
hare  ever  seen.  Eren  the  Oxford  edition  (ISSft)  notices 
the  error  and  the  porreciion,  but,  strange  to  lay,  does  not 
amend  the  text.— Croker. 
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more  poetical,  as  it  might  carry  an  allusion  to 
the  shirt  by  which  Hercules  was  inflamed. 

We  had  a  quiet,  comfortable  meeting  at 
Mr.  Dilly*8 ;  nobody  there  but  ourselves.  Mr. 
Dilly  mentioned  somebody  having  wished  that 
Milton's  "Tractate  on  Education"  should  be 
printed  along  with  his  Poems  in  the  edition  of 
the  English  Poets  then  going  on.  Johkson. 
"  It  would  be  breaking  in  upon  the  plan ;  but 
would  be  of  no  great  consequence.  So  far  as 
it  would  be  any  thing,  it  would  be  wrong. 
Education  in  England  has  been  in  danger  of 
being  hurt  by  two  of  its  ^eatest  men,  Milton 
and  Locke.  Milton's  plan  is  impracticable,  and 
I  suppose  has  never  been  tried.  Locke's,  I 
fancy,  has  been  tried  often  enough,  but  is  very 
imperfect;  it  gives  too  much  to  one  side, 
and  too  little  to  the  other;  it  gives  too 
little  to  literature. — I  shall  do  what  I  can 
for  Dr.  Watts ;  but  my  materials  are  very 
scanty.  His  poems  are  by  no  means  his  best 
works ;  I  cannot  praise  his  poetry  itself  highly, 
but  I  can  praise  its  design. 

My  illustrious  friend  and  I  parted  with 
assurances  of  affectionate  regard. 

I  wrote  to  him  on  the  25th  of  May,  from 
Thorpe,  in  Yorkshire,  one  of  the  seats  of  Mr. 
Bosvule,  [p.  523 .]  and  gave  him  an  account  of  my 
havinz  passed  a  day  at  Lincoln,  unexpectedly, 
and  therefore  without  having  any  letters  of 
introduction ;  but  that  I  had  been  honoured 
with  civilities  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  Simpson, 
an  acquaintance  of  his,  and  Captain  Broadley, 
of  the  Lincolnshire  militia;  but  more  par- 
ticularly from  the  Reverend  Dr.  Gordon,  the 
chancellor,  who  first  received  me  with  great 
politeness  as  a  stranger,  and,  when  I  in- 
formed him  who  I  was,  entertained  mc  at  his 
house  with  the  most  flattering  attention.  I 
also  expressed  the  pleasure  with  which  I  had 
found  tliat  our  worthy  friend,  Langton,  was 
highly  esteemed  in  his  own  county  town. 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Edinburgh,  June  18. 1778. 
**  Mt  dear  Sir,  —  •  •  •  Since  my  return  to 
Scotland,  I  have  been  again  at  Lanark,  and  have 
had  more  conversation  with  Thomson's  sister.  It 
is  strange  that  Murdoch,  who  was  his  intimate 
friend,  should  have  mistaken  his  mother's  maiden 
name,  which  he  says  was  Hume,  whereas  Hume 
was  the  name  of  his  grandmother  by  the  mother's 
side.  His  mother's  name  was  Beatrix  Trotter ',  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Trotter  of  Fogo,  a  small  pro- 
prietor of  land.  Thomson  had  one  brother,  whom 
he  had  with  him  in  England  as  his  amanuensis ; 
but  he  was  seized  with  a  consumption,  and  having 
returned  to  Scotland*  to  try  what  his  native  air 
would  do  for  him,  died  young.  He  had  three 
sisters :  one  married  to  Mr.  Bell,  minister  of  the 
parish  of  Stratbaven  ;  one  to  Mr.  Craig,  father  of 
the  ingenious  architect,  who  gave  the  plan  of  the 
New  Town  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  one  to  Mr.  Tliom- 


i  Dr.  Johnson  was  by  no  means  attentive  to  minute  accu- 
racy in  his  •'  Lires  of  the  Ports ; "  for,  notwithsUndiaff  my 
having  dctectcii  this  mistake,  he  continued  it.  —  BocwRLt. 


son,  master  of  the  grammar-school  at  Lanark 
was  of  a  humane  and  benevolent  dispositioi 
only  sent  valuable  presents  to  his  sisters,  but  a ; 
allowance  in  money,  and  was   always  wishi 
have  it  in  his  power  to  do  them  more  good. 
Lyttelton's  observation,  that  *  he  loathed  mi 
write,'  was  very  true.     His   letters  to   bis 
Mrs.  Thomson,  were  not  frequent ;  and  in  c 
them  he  says,  *  All  my  friends  who  know  me, 
how  backward  I  am  to  write  letters;  and 
impute  the  negligence  of  my  hand  to  Uie  col 
of  my  heart. '     I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  last 
which  she  had  from  him  ;  she  never  heard  tl 
had  any  intention  of  going  into  holy  orders, 
this  late  interview  with  his  sister,    I  think  : 
more  favourably  of  him,   as  I  hope  you    wil 
am  eager  to   see  more  of  yoiur    Pre&ces   t 
Poets :   I  solace  myself  with  the  few  proof-t 
which  I  have. 

**  I  send  another  parcel  of  Lord  Hailes's  *Ac 
which  you  will  please  to  return  to  me  as  so 
you  conveniently  can.  He  says,  *  he  wishes 
would  cut  a  little  deeper;'  but  he  may  be  ] 
that  there  is  so  little  occasion  to  use  the  a 
knife.     I  ever  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c., 

**JjkMES    BOSWEL 

Mr.  Lan^on  has  been  pleased,  at 
request,  to  favour  mc  with  sonaie  particuls 
Dr.  Johnson's  visit  to  Warley  Camp,  n 
this  gentleman  was  at  the  time  stationed 
captain  in  the  Lincolnshire  militia.  I 
give  them  in  his  own  words  in  a  letter  to 

**  It  was  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1778, 
he  complied  with  my  invitation  to  couie  do^ 
the  camp  at  Warley,  and  he  staid  with  me  sb 
week ;  the  scene  appeared,  notwithstanding  a 
degree  of  ill  health  that  he  seemed  to  labour  u 
to  interest  and  amuse  him,  as  agreeing  wit! 
disposition  that  I  believe  you  know  he  const 
manifested  towards  inquiring  into  subjects  o 
military  kind.  He  sate,  with  a  patient  degr 
attention,  to  observe  the  proceedings  of  a  rcgiiB 
court-martial,  that  happened  to  be  called  u 
time  of  his  stay  with  us  ;  and  one  night,  as  li 
at  eleven  o'clock,  he  accompanied  the  major  o 
regiment  in  going  what  are  styled  the  rotuidk,v 
he  might  observe  the  forms  of  visiting  the  « 
for  the  seeing  that  they  and  their  sentries  are  \ 
in  their  duty  on  their  several  posts.  He  took  > 
sion  to  converse  at  times  on  military  topics,  oi 
particular,  that  I  see  the  mention  of,  io 
*  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,'  whi^ 
open  before  me,  (p.  .303.),  as  to  gunpov 
which  he  spoke  of  to  the  same  effect,  in  part, 
you  relate. 

•*  On  one  occasion,  when  the  regiment 
going  through  their  exercise,  he  went  quite 
to  the  men  at  one  of  the  extremities  of  it, 
watched  all  their  practices  attentively  ;  and,  i 
he  came  away,  his  remark  was,  *  The  men  in 
do  load  their  muskets  and  fire  with  wond 
celerity.'  He  was  likewise  particular  in  reqn 
to  know  what  was  the  weight  of  the  musket 
in  use,  and  within  what  distance  they  mi^ 
expected  to  take  effect  when  fired  off. 

**  In  walking  among  the  tents,  and  observini 
difference  between  those  of  the  officers  and  pn 
men,  he  said,  that  the  superiority  of  accommodi 
of  the  better  conditions  of  life,  to  that  of  the  iofi 
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ones,  was  never  exhibited  to  him  in  so  distinct  a 
Tiewr.  The  civilities  paid  to  him  in  the  camp  were, 
from  the  gentlemen  of  the  Lincolnshire  regiment, 
one  of  the  officers  of  which  accotnmodated  him 
with  a  tent  in  which  he  slept ;  and  from  General 
Hall,  who  veiy  courteously  invited  him  to  dine 
with  him,  where  he  appeared  to  be  very  well  pleased 
with  his  entertainment  and  the  civilities  he  received 
on  the  part  of  the  General '  ;  the  attention  likewise 
of  the  General's  aide-de-camp.  Captain  Smith, 
seemed  to  be  very  welcome  to  him,  as  appeared  by 
their  engaging  in  a  great  deal  of  discouRse  together, 
llie  gentlemen  of  the  East- York  re<!lment  likewise, 
on  being  informed  of  his  coming,  solicited  his  com- 
pany at  dinner ;  but  by  that  time  he  had  fixed  his 
departure,  so  that  he  could  not  comply  with  the 
invitation.** 

JOEINSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London,  July  3. 1778. 

"  Sir,  —  I  have  received  two  letters  from  you,  of 
which  the  second  complains  of  the  neglect  shown  to 
the  first.  You  must  not  tie  your  friends  to  such 
punctual  correspondence.  You  have  all  possible 
assurances  of  my  aflection  and  esteem  ;  and  there 
ought  to  be  no  need  of  reiterated  professions. 
When  it  may  happen  that  I  can  give  you  either 
counsel  or  comfort,  I  hope  it  will  never  happen  to 
me  tluit  I  should  neglect  you  ;  but  you  must  not 
think  me  criminal  or  cold,  if  I  s^y  nothing  when 
1  have  nothing  to  nay. 

**  You  are  now  happy  enough.  Mrs.  Boswell  is 
recovered  ;  and  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  pro- 
bability of  her  long  life.  If  general  approbation 
will  add  any  thing  to  your  enjoyment,  I  can  tuU 
you  that  I  have  heard  you  mentioned  as  a  man  whom 
every  body  likes,    I  think  life  has  little  more  to  give. 

**  ri^ngton]  has  gone  to  his  regiment.  He  has 
laid  down  his  coacli,  and  talks  of  making  more  con- 
tractions of  his  expense :  how  he  will  succeed,  1 
know  not.  It  is  difficult  to  reform  a  household 
gradually  ;  it  may  be  done  better  by  a  system  to- 
tally new.  1  am  afraid  he  has  always  something 
to  hide.  When  we  pressed  him  to  go  to  [Lang- 
ton],  he  objected  the  necessity  of  attending  his 
navigation ';  yet  he  could  talk  of  going  to  Aber- 
deen ',  a  place  not  much  nearer  his  navigation.  I 
believe  he  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  living  at 
[Langton]  in  a  state  of  diminution,  and  of  appear- 
ing among  the  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood 
$kam  of  his  beams.  This  is  natural,  but  it  is  cow- 
ardly. What  I  told  him  of  the  increasing  expense 
of  a  grnwing  family,  seems  to  have  struck  him. 
He  certainly  had  gone  on  with  very  confused  views, 
and  we  have,  1  tliink,  shown  liim  that  he  is  wrong  ; 
though,  with  the  common  deficience  of  advisers, 
we  have  not  shown  him  how  to  do  right. 

**  1  wish  you  would  a  little  correct  or  restrain 
your  imagination,  and  imagine  that  hap|)incss,  such 
as  life  admits,  may  be  hud  at  other  places  as  well 
as  London.  Withimt  affecting  Stoicism,  it  may  l>e 
•aid,  that  it  is  our  business  to  exempt  ourselves  as 
much  as  we  can  from  tiie  power  of  external  things. 


»  Whra  I  an«»  day  at  rourt  rxpmied  to  General  Hall  my 
"do 


or  the  huiinur   he  had  done  ray  friend,  he  politely 
■Dswernl,  '*  Sir,  1  did  my«(-(/'hmiour.''— Bohwii.l. 

*  The  Woy  canal,  from  (iuildford  to  Weybridgf.  in  which 
b«  had  a  coniiderabii;  sharu,  which  his  family  btill  poue«i. 


There  is  but  one  solid  basis  of  happiness ;  and  that 
is,  the  reasonable  hope  of  a  happy  futurity.  Tliia 
may  be  had  everywhere. 

**  I  do  not  blame  your  preference  to  London  to 
other  places,  for  it  is  really  to  be  preferred,  if  the 
choice  is  free ;  but  few  have  the  choice  of  their 
place,  or  their  manner  of  life;  and  mere  pleasure 
ought  not  to  be  the  prime  motive  of  action. 

^  Mrs.  Tliralc,  poor  thing,  lias  a  daughter.  Mr. 
Thrale  dislikes  the  times,  like  the  rest  of  us.  Mrs. 
Williams  is  sick ;  Mrs.  Desmoulins  is  poor.  I 
have  mlsiTable  nights.  Nobody  is  well  but  Mr. 
Levett.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most,  &c., 

"  Sam.  Johnsoh.** 

In  the  course  of  this  year  there  was  a  dif- 
ference between  him  and  his  friend  Mr. 
Strahan ;  the  particulars  of  which  it  is  un- 
necessary to  relate.  Their  reconciliation  was 
communicated  to  me  in  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Strahan  in  the  following  words :  — 

"  The  notes  I  showed  you  that  past  between 
him  and  me  were  dated  in  March  last  l*he  mat- 
ter lay  dormant  till  27th  July,  when  he  wrote  to 
me  as  follows  :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  STRAHAN. 
**  Sir,  —  It  would  lie  very  foolish  for  us  to  con- 
tinue strangers  any  longer.  You  can  never  by 
persistency  make  wrong  right.  If  I  resented  too 
acrimoniously,  I  resented  only  to  yourself  No- 
body ever  saw  or  heard  what  I  wrote.  You  saw 
that  my  anger  was  over ;  for  in  a  day  or  two  I 
came  to  your  house.  I  have  given  you  a  longer 
time ;  and  I  hope  you  have  made  so  good  use  of  it, 
as  to  be  no  longer  on  evil  terms  with.  Sir,  yours, 
&c.,  Sam.  Johnson. 

**  On  this  I  called  upon  him  :  and  he  has  since 
dined  with  me.** 

Af^cr  this  time,  the  same  friendship  as  for- 
merly continued  between  Dr.  Johnson  and 
Mr.  Strahan.  My  friend  mentioned  to  mo  a 
little  circumstance  of  liis  attention,  which, 
though  we  may  smile  at  it,  must  bo  allowed  to 
have  its  foundations  in  a  nice  and  true  know- 
lodge  of  human  life.  "  When  I  write  to  Scot- 
land," said  he,  "  1  employ  Strahan  to  frank  my 
letters,  that  he  may  have  the  consequence  of 
appearing  a  parliament-man  among  his  coun- 
trymen." 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

{ExtractM.) 
"  Oct.  15.  1778.  —  As  to  Dr.  Collier's*  epitaph, 
NoUekens  has  had  it  so  long,  that  1  have  for- 
gotten how  long.  You  never  had  it.  Tliere  is  a 
print  of  Mrs.  Montague,  and  I  shall  think  myself 
very  ill  rewarded  for  my  love  and  admiration,  if 
she  d<K-s  not  give  me  one ;  she  will  give  it  noliody 
ill  whom  it  will  fxcite  more  respectful  sentiments. 
But  I  never  could  get  any  thing  from  her  but  by 

^  Hit  ladr  and  Tatnily,  it  appears,  were  in  ScoUaod  at  this 

pcriiKl (^KOKER. 

•  Dr.  ('ollivr  of  the  Common*,  an  <»aTly  frirnd  of  Mrs. 
Throle'i.  who  died  33d  May,  1777-  -  CauKsa. 
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pushing  a  fftce ;  and  «0i  if  you  please,  you  tnay  tdt 
ht-r, 

••  When  I  called  the  other  day  «^i  BurncyS  1 
found  only  tliu  yuitiig  onefc  iit  hoint* ;  At  loist  cnmo 
thu  doctDr  Atttt  madtttn,  from  a  dinner  in  the  country, 
to  tfll  how  they  hi*d  been  ruhhcd  tu  tljey  rfturntni. 
The  doctor  suivcd  his  punsct  hut  gave  lht?in  three 
guuivAS  nhd  eotne  stiver^  of  which  they  returned 
hiin  tiiree-nnd'iixpeucc.  una^ked^  to  ptiv  the  turn- 
pike. 

•*  I  have  sat  tvnce  to  Sir  Joshun,  and  he  flecms 
to  like  hi«  awn  piTformance.  He  ho«  projected 
aimtliur.  in  whieh  I  am  tu  be  busy ;  but  wc  can 
think  on  it  nt  leisure."  ' 

**  Mrs.  Williams  is  come  home  better^  and  the 
habitMtion  is  nit  concord  and  harmony ;  only  Mr. 
Lfvett  hitrhoiirs  discontent.  With  Dr.  Laurence's 
con«(ent,  I  hnvc  for  thu  two  Ia$>t  nights  taken 
muisk;  the  first  night  wns  »  wursc  night  than  com- 
mon, the  second,  a  better  ;  hut  not  so  much  better 
9&  that  I  dare  o&cribe  riny  virtue  to  the  medicine. 
1  took  A  scruple  cooh  time." 

"  Oct.  31.  1778. — Sir  Jo&hu^  has  fini&hed  my 
picture,  ond  it  »cem»  to  please  every  body ;  but  I 
»hall  woii  to  wc  how  it  pleases  you.  To^ay  Mrs. 
Willidmt  and  Mrs,  Dcsmoulins  had  a  6cold«  and 
%Vihiami»  wai  going  away  :  hut  I  bid  her  not  turn 
tail,  und  she  came  bftck,  and  rather  got  the  upper 
bund. " 

Wtf!  surely  cannot  but  admire  the  benevolent 
exertions  of  tliia  jji-eat  and  goo<l  man,  esj^Me- 
cially  wh**n  we  consider  how  grievously  he  woa 
tiMllcUvl  with  bati  health,  and  how  uncomfort* 
iible  bis  home  waa  made  by  tbe  perpetual 
jarring  of  those  whom  he  eharitably  accom- 
inodatcd  under  his  roof.  He  has  suinetimes 
suflered  me  to  talk  jocularly  of  bis  group  of 
femaleji,  and  call  them  his  Seraglio.  lie  thus 
mentions  them,  together  with  honest  Levett, 
in  one  ofhig  lettora  to  Mrs. Thrale  :  "Williams 
liate^  every  body;  Levett  hates  Desmoulins, 
and  docs  not  lo>  e  Williams ;  Desmouliris  hates 
them  both  ;  Poll  *  loves  none  of  them." 


>  I  k 

Rolifrt 
he  it,  > 

n1   t1. 


jtipmi;   the 

TPrrl-,  .  the 


fint  if  the   Tkrnit    |iiclurc_now   Sir 
secatid  vnt  jjrohablf  aUiut  thnt  In  which 
I'  other  iu  which  hv  hold*  »  p«>nx-ncllher 
<]}iiiiinatle  to    the  forrrtir  —  pcrhaitf   8lr 
NfOA^t  — CHfiiKEK,  I.H47. 

If.  ......       I   |,:jT^  ,iot  irarnfJ  how 

ItkhtiBun.     It  wouUI  »f?«ui 
t   lhi«l   *hc>  wak  hivitetl  to 


JOHNSON  TO  CAPTAIN  LAKJ 

"  DtAtk  Sift.  —  When  I  recoUert. 
I  wa»  rtcvivfd  with  so  much  kjndm 
Coinniun,  1  uin  julinmed  thftt  1  hav4*  tu»C 
inquiries  urter  my  friends. 

"  PrMjr  hoiv  iriaii^  iheep-tt«alers  did  y< 
and  how  did  you  punish  ihem  ?     When 
l»e  cantoned  «n  iHjtter  hiibitiition»? 
cold,  imd  the  ground  damp.     LonjieT 
c<<imp  cannot   be    without    much     djin^ 
hfalih  ui"  the  ctifimmu  men,  if  cvtn  the 
eseape. 

"  You     sec     lliat     Dr.  Percy    i 
Carlisle;  above  rtve  hundnnl  a    ^ 
of  presenting  himself  to  some   l' 
provided  for.     Hie  scvVion  of  tht-  viui» 
mence  with  thtit  of  the  pArJi«ment.       Mi 
desires  to  he  admitted  ;  he  will   tie 
able  acce&.Hiun. 

"  Did  the  king  please  yow?*  The 
meti,  I  thinks  have  some  reason  lo 
Reynoldti  wiyis  your  camp  i«  iH'tier  than 
hope  }oii  find  yourself  nhie  to  cncoi 
weather.  Take  care  of  your  owu  henitli 
you  can,  of  your  men.  lie  pleased  in 
eomplimcnti  to  all  the  gentlemen  whoM? 
have  bad,  and  whoso  kindness  I  have  es] 
I  itn,  dear  Sir,  &c.,  Sah*  J< 


noi 


I  wrote  to  him  on  the  18th  of  Ai 
IStb  of  Senteml>er»  and  tJie  Ctb  of  X> 
informing  nim  of  mj  having  hud   anc 
btu'n,  whom  1  had  called  J.imi's  "' ;   that  i 
pftdsed  some    time   at   Auclii''' -  l-       •»■  ■ 
Countefs  of  Loudoun^  now  li 
year,  was  as  fresh  as  when  1m  .,    ^  _^ 

remembered  him  with  respect ;  and  Uis 
mother  by  atloption,  the  ConntepB  of  E 
toune^  had  £aid  to  me^  "  Tell  Mr.  Johnit 
love  him  exceedingly;"  that  1  hud 
ferred  much  from  boid  Fptrit« ;  said 


iH»W(fd  nn  <ncom 

bit  rmin  *Mf>furt. 
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to  turn  h«?jf  out." 
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I.   Ann,  tif^ 
MarkiJund.  — 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


lon^  since  I  heard  fTom  bim,  1  mm 

IV  !    of    hh    regard   for  lib 

i*uj  injj,  ttjipeiLrs  from  ihe  following 


(SON  TO  DR.  WHEELER', 

•'  LofMido,  Hov,  8,  IT7& 
Dr.   Burney,   who   brings   thii 
?ii    in    a    llisilorjf  of  Mucic;   m\d 
M  by  Dr,  Mitrktiom  of  uimu  MSS. 
(  to  hU  fililtjk'ct,   wlitcli   tiri!  tn  tliu  Jibrary  o( 
ct  i»  d^^imut  to  viamine  thetn.      He  is 
[;    and  therefore   1  tnki*   the   liberty  4if 
yuur    favaui     ood    os^istaocc   in    his 
itt  can  jusure  you,  «rith  great  confidence, 
knevr  him*  he  would  not  want  any  in- 
KoUcitAtion   to  obtain    the    kindncu   of 
>vc«   leaniiivg  and  virtue    as    you    love 

been  flatterijig  myself  all  the  ^umnaer 
lope  of  paying  my  annual  visiil  to  my 
it  iOTiielhing  ha^  obstructed  mc:   I  still 

t)e  ion^  without  stntin^  you.  I  aJiould 
a  little  literary  tailk  ;  and  gtad  to  »how 
;  the  flrequcney  of  my  visits,  ho«^  eagerly   I 

(a  you  tjilk  it.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c,. 
**  Sam.  Joj{2«»on.*' 
T 


INSON  TO  DR.  EDWARDS', 
Oxford, 

"  London.  Not.  1.  1773. 
1^  The  hcnrcr«  Dr.  Fumey,  has  had  some 
t  of  A  WclsJi  mnnu^npt  in  the  Bodleian 
yktrni  which  he  hopes  to  gain  some  ma- 
^v  hi«  Iti\tory  of  Mu«ic  ;  but,  being 
^■f  the  huiguage,  is  at  a  \ai%  where  to  Hnd 
^K  1  make  no  tlouht  but  you,  Sir,  can 
^Birough  his  difllculties  nnd  therelbre  take 
j^y  f»r  T(.i;ouiiiieiurni|L;  him  to  your  t-tvour, 
IJ  turc  you  will  find  him  a  ni»a  worthy  of 
.i*ilit|  tliflt  can  be  shown,  and  every  benefit 
n  be  cunferrvd. 

li  «ro  must  nut  let  Wdsb  drive  us  from 
I^M^hat  come*  of  Xeiiophon?*  If  you  do 
^■p  tTonble  of  pnbU)ihiit^  the  book,  do  not 
^BinfDent(iri<H  lie  Unt  -,  cnntrive  th^it  they 
^Bliabed  »omcnhere.  I  am,  Sir,  Jkc-t 
^f  '*  Sau.  Joii)i»oH." 

j^lcttrr-  r  r.>-  un.i  Dr.  Bitrney  prt^at 
Ml  and  -   from  both   of 

(•nllcDk.!  hat  DoeiisioD,  but 

iirc  visits  to  the  university.  TIm.'  (*amt* 
)r.  Jolm**nfi  not  only  tm^te  to  Josc-jdi 
n  in  favour  of  Dr.  Bumcv'g  youn^rfst 
ho  wiw  to  hti  plar:«<l  in  lb*?  follfge  of 
«»t«r,  but  ac^ompaiiiod  him  when  ho 
Idlher 


^K  mi.    In  177<i 
^MiMI|r  md  Canon 

KhawnrAa  wnlrrrti 
19}  tt.l).  t-M;  uia  I 

m^ 


at  Trlnii*  C«lt4nr». 

In  177<i  b*  waa  «|if«i*nM  Il*ir4u»  l^ro* 

CtitUt^Cliureh.  _  Wrti/. — 


wvrda  wnlrrrti  ■!  JvM«  C<MIm»,  11*3.  wL  T7  ; 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  Nov.  SI.  I77«. 

**  Dm.a%  Sir,  ^-^  It  n  indeed  n  long  time  «inc«  I 
wrote,  and  I  think  you  have  wme  reaaon  to  com- 
plain; howevrr,  you  inuAt  not  let  amall  ihicipi 
di-^    -'    ^  '  '  'ch  a  flftc  addition  to 

yi  ,  and   1   hope  your 

liiL-^      .    -  i^ii»g  hiui.      It   seemH 

very  probnide  ilnit  a  iitth*  cure  will    now  rcitoro 
her,  tf  any  reutaiiis  of  her  cotnplnints  are  left. 

"  You  seem,  if  I  underiitand  your  letter,  to  lus 
g^aining^  ground  at  Auchitileck;  an  ineident  tluil 
would  give  me  greut  dcbght. 

"  WhfO  any  lit  of  aux'ivly,  or  ^loomineM,  or 
perversion  of  mind  lays  h<dd  upon  you,  make  it  a 
rtile  nut  io  publish  It  by  cuniptaintv  but  evert  yuiir 
whole  C4fc  to  hide  Jt ;  hy  cndcuvourifig  to  hide  it. 
you  will  drive  it  away.      Be  alwuj»  busy. 

*'  The  Club  i»  to  meet  with  tlie  parliantent ;  we 
talk  of  ileeting  It^tiiks  Uie  travt'ller  ;  he  will  lie 
a  reputable  tntmbcr.  Lnngton  has  been  cneaniped 
with  his  company  of  militia  on  Worley  Comjnon  ; 
I  Kpent  fire  days,  amongst  tbein  *,  he  ^igniilised 
himself  aa  a  diligctti  officer,  and  ho^k  very  high 
n^pect  in  the  regiment.  He  presided  when  I  wa« 
there  at  a  court<^tnjtrUAl ;  be  U  now  ijuaricred  in 
Jlertfurdidiins  his  lady  and  Utile  an««  are  in 
Scotland.  Paoli  eatne  to  tlte  eanip,  and  com- 
mended the  soldieni. 

"  i)f  myseff  I  have  no  great  mnttert  to  say  :  my 
health  is  not  reHtored  ;  my  nightx  ar«  r(»tle4«  luid 
tedious.  The  beiit  uight  Uial  I  hm*e  had  these 
twenty  yean  wat  at  l*'urt  .Augmtun, 

**  J  Uit\iv  ftoon  to  ftend  you  a  few  Lives  to  read. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  ajTectionale, 

••  Sam.  JouvsoK.'* 

About  lhJ!«  time  the  Reverend  Mr.  John 
Hujssey,  who  had  bt^en  »omo  time  in  tmde,  and 
was  then  ft  clergyman  of  the  rliureh  of  Eiig- 
laiuK  being  about  to  umlertiike  a  journev  to 
AlepjMi,  and  other  mirts  of  the  Ewt^  which  he 
aceumjdtKh»'il,  Dt*.  •Mdinmon  (whohNid  lung  been 
in  habits  of  intimacy  with  huu)  honoured  him 
with  the  following  letter:  — 

JOHNSON  TO  HUSSEY. 

"  DrAR  SiR» —  I  have  nvx\t  you  the  *  Gramiruu',* 
and  have  left  you  (wobi»k5  more,  by  which  1  hope 
to  be  rcmecnbcred  :  write  nty  nuiue  in  them ;  we 
may.  perhapn,  see  ciich  other  no  uiore  t  you  part 
With  ujy  gomi  wi»lK's  nor  do  I  de<i]iMir  of  «eeing  you 
rvturii,  l-et  no  opportunities  of  vice  eornipt  you  •, 
let  no  l»ad  example  »educe  you  :  !et  the  blindnem 
of  M.vhotnetAn«  cnnftrm  you  ii«  i  'v.      tlod 

hiest  you.      I  om^  tfcar  Sir,  y**  iie  hum* 

ble  servant,  .-j.vjh   j\inH%oH/' 

Johnson  thin  tear  exprewnod  ^rvM  mitniuv- 
tion  nt  the  {)ublieation  of  the  first  volume  of 
"  l>i»couni(ei»  to  the  Koyal  Aeadenjy/'  by  Sir 


[>f.  ^,ll 


I'-niii;    in  rallilno  nf  X^fKUntioft  • 
•lib  «  praiftD*  trf  lU. 


622 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


1779. 


Joshua  Refolds,  whom  he  always  considered 
as  one  of  his  literary  school.  Much  praise  in- 
deed is  due  to  those  excellent  Discourses, 
which  are  so  universally  admired,  and  for  which 
the  author  received  from  the  Empress  of  Russia 
a  gold  anuflf-box,  adorned  with  ner  profile  in 
bas  relief,  set  in  diamonds;  and  containing, 
what  is  infinitely  more  valuable,  a  slip  of  paper, 
on  which  are  written,  with  her  imperial  ma- 
jesty's own  hand,  the  following  words:  — 
**  Pour  le  Chevalier  Reynolds^  en  temoignage  du 
contentement  que  fat  ressenlie  a  la  lecture  de  ses 
excellens  Discours  sur  la  Peiniure.^* 

This  year,  Johnson  gave  the  world  a  lumi- 
nous nroof  that  the  vigour  of  his  mind  in  all  its 
faculties,  whether  memory,  judgment,  or  ima- 
gination, was  not  in  the  least  abated ;  for  this 
year  came  out  the  first  four  volumes  of  his 
"Prefaces,  biographical  and  critical,  to  the 
most  eminent  of  the  English  Poets  *,"  published 
by  the  booksellers  of  London.  The  remaining 
volumes  came  out  in  the  year  1780.  The  poets 
were  selected  by  the  severid  booksellei-s  who 
had  the  honorary  copyright,  which  is  still  pre- 
served among  them  b^  mutual  compact,  not- 
withstanding the  decision  of  the  House  of 
Lords  aipinst  the  jjerpctuity  of  literary  pro- 
perty. We  have  his  own  authority',  that  by 
tiis  recommendation  the  poems  of  Blackmore, 
Watts,  Pomfret,  and  Yaldcn,  were  added  to 
the  collection.  Of  this  work  I  shall  sjieak  more 
particularly  hereafter. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 

"  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street,  Jan.  2.  1779. 

"  Dear  Madam, —  Now  the  new  year  is  come, 
of  which  I  wish  you  and  dear  Mrs.  Gastrell  m.iny 
and  many  returns,  it  is  fit  that  I  give  you  some 
account  of  the  year  past  In  the  beginning  of  it  I 
had  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  other  illness,  from 
which,  however,  I  by  degrees  recovered,  and  from 
which  1  am  now  tolerably  free.  In  the  spring 
and  summer  I  flattered  myself  that  I  should  come 
to  Lichfield,  and  foreborc  to  write  till  I  could  tell 
of  my  intentions  with  some  certainty,  and  one  thing 
or  other  making  the  journey  always  improper,  as  I 
did  not  come,  I  omitted  to  write,  till  at  last  I  grew 
afraid  of  hearing  ill  news.  But  the  other  day  Mr. 
Prujean  '  called  and  left  word,  that  you,  dear  Ma- 
dam, are  grown  better ;  and  I  know  not  when  I 
heard  any  thing  that  pleased  mc  so  much.  I  shall 
now  long  more  and  more  to  sec  Lichfield,  and  par- 
take the  happiness  of  your  recovery. 

"  Now  you  begin  to  mend,  you  have  great  en- 
couragement to  take  care  of  yourself.  Do  not 
omit  any  thing  that  can  conduce  to  your  health, 
and  when  I  come,  I  shall  hope  to  enjoy  with  you, 
and  dearest  Mrs.  Gastrell,  many  pleasing  hours. 
Do  not  be  angry  at  my  long  omission  to  write,  but 
let  me  hear  how  you  both  do,  for  you  will  write  to 
nolK>dy,  to  whom  your  welfare  will  give  moreplco- 


I  Lire  of  Watti.  —  RoswBLL. 

3  lie  married  the  vounfrcst  of  the  Mhies  Alton. — Chokkk. 

'  On  Mr.  (lorrick^s  luonument  in  Lirhfleld  Cathedrnl,  ho 
Is  laid  to  hare  dii>d.  "  nK*'d  01  jeari."  But  it  ii  a  raistake, 
and  Mr.  Boiwell  i<  pcrfpctly  correct.    Garrick  was  baptitcd 


sure,  than  to,  dearest  Madam,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  JoHvaoK.** 

—  Pembroke  MS. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"  Bolt  Court.  Fleet  Strvet,  Jan.  S.  17». 

'*  DzAaKsr  Love, — Though  I  have  to  long  omitted 
to  write,  I  will  omit  it  no  longer.  I  hope  the  new 
year  finds  you  not  worse  than  you  have  formerly 
been ;  and  I  wish  that  many  years  may  past  over 
you  without  bringing  either  pain  or  discontent.  For 
my  part,  I  think  my  health,  though  not  good,  yrt 
rather  better  than  when  I  left  you. 

**  My  purpose  was  to  have  paid  you  my  annual 
visit  in  the  summer,  but  it  happened  otherwise,  not 
by  any  journey  another  way,  for  I  have  never  been 
many  miles  from  Ixindon,  but  by  such  bindranea 
as  it  is  hard  to  bring  to  any  account. 

"  Do  not  follow  my  bad  example,  but  write  to 
me  soon  again,  and  let  me  know  of  you  what  you 
have  to  tell ;   I  hope  it  is  all  good. 

"  Please  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Cobh, 
Mrs.  Adey,  and  Miss  Adey,  and  all  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  that  frequent  your  mansion. 

*'  If  you  want  any  books,  or  any  thing  else  that 
I  can  send  you,  let  mc  know.  I  am,  dear  Madam, 
your  most  humble  servant,  Sak.  Johmsov.**] 

—  Ptarson  MSS. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  I  wrote  to  him  on 
several  topies,  and  mentioned,  that  as  he  bad 
been  80  good  as  to  permit  me  to  have  the  proof 
.sheets  of  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets,'*  I  hod  writ- 
ten to  his  servant,  Francis,  to  take  care  of  them 
i'or  me. 

[BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

••  Edinburgh.  Feb  «.  I7T9. 

«  Mt  Dkar  Sir, —  Garrick'i  death  is  a  striking 
event;  not  that  we  should  be  surprised  with  the 
death  of  any  man  who  has  lived  sixty-two  years'; 
but  because  there  was  a  vivacity  in  our  late  cele- 
brated friend,  which  drove  away  the  thoughts  of 
death  from  any  association  with  Aim.  I  am  sure 
you  will  be  tenderly  affected  with  bis  departure; 
and  I  would  wish  to  hear  from  you  upon  the  subject. 
I  was  obliged  to  him  in  my  days  of  effervescence 
in  London,  when  poor  Derrick  was  my  governor; 
and  since  that  time  I  received  many  civilities  from 
him.  Do  you  remember  how  pleasing  it  was,  when 
I  received  a  letter  from  him  at  Invcrary,  upon  onr 
first  return  to  civilised  living  after  our  llcbridcan 
journey  ?  I  shall  always  remember  him  with  aifeD- 
tion  as  well  as  admiration. 

"  On  Saturday  last,  being  the  30th  of  January,  I 
drank  coffee  and  old  port,  and  had  solemn  conversa- 
tion with  the  Reverend  Mr.  Falconer,  a  noajuriii|{ 
bishop,  a  very  learned  and  worthy  man.  He  gave 
two  toasts,  which  you  will  believe  I  drank  with 
cordiality, —  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  and  Flora  Mae^ 
donald.  I  sat  about  four  hours  with  him,  and  it 
was  really  as  if  I  had  been  living  in  the  last  cen- 


at  HRreford.  February  ».  17I&-17,  and  died  at  hit  bome  fa 
London,  Janiiflrv  20.  1779.  Th»  inarenracj-  of  liqiidarr  la. 
ecrlptlon*  it  well  known.  —  Ma lokb.  The  tnicrtMion  ai  i 
now  cxiiti  In  Lichtirld  Cathedral  hai  63  vean.  ~.  CaoKia. 
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tury.  The  episcopal  church  of  Scotland,  though 
faithful  to  the  royaJ  house  of  Stuart,  has  never  ac- 
cepted of  any  congS  (TSlire  since  the  rerolution ;  it 
is  the  only  true  episcopal  church  in  Scotland,  as  it 
has  its  own  succession  of  bishops.  For  as  to  the 
episcopal  clergy,  who  take  the  oaths  to  the  present 
goTernment,  they  indeed  follow  the  rites  of  the 
church  of  England,  but,  as  Bishop  Falconer  ob- 
served, *  they  are  not  ephcopals ;  for  they  are  under 
no  bishop,  as  a  bishop  cannot  have  authority  be- 
yond his  diocese.*  This  venerable  gentleman  did  me 
the  honour  to  dine  with  me  yesterday,  and  he  laid 
his  hands  upon  the  heads  of  my  little  ones.  We 
bad  a  good  deal  of  curious  literary  conversation, 
particularly  about  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman,  with 
whom  he  lived  in  great  friendship. 

**  Any  fresh  instance  of  the  uncertainty  of  life 
makes  one  embrace  more  closely  a  valuable  friend. 
My  dear  and  much  respected  Sir,  may  God  pre- 
serve you  long  in  this  world  while  I  am  in  it.  I 
am  ever,  your  much  obliged,  and  affectionate  hum- 
ble servant,  James  Boswell.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

"  Feb.  15.  1779. 

**  DiARcsT  Madam, —  I  have  never  deserved  to 
be  treated  as  you  treat  me.  When  you  employed 
me  before,  I  undertook  your  affair  *  and  succeeded, 
but  then  I  succeeded  by  choosing  a  proper  time, 
and  a  proper  time  I  will  try  to  choose  again. 

**  I  have  about  a  week*s  work  to  do,  and  then  I 
shall  come  to  live  in  town,  and  will  first  wait  on 
you  in  Dover-street  You  arc  not  to  think  that  I 
n^lect  you,  for  your  nieces  will  tell  you  how 
rarely  they  have  seen  me.  I  will  wait  on  you  as 
soon  as  I  can,  and  yet  you  must  resolve  to  talk 
things  over  without  anger,  and  you  must  leave  me 
to  catch  opportunities;  and  be  assured,  dearest 
dear,  that  I  should  have  very  little  enjoyment  of 
that  day  in  which  1  had  neglected  any  opportunity 
of  doing  good  to  you.  I  am,  dearest  Madam,  your 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Johnson."] 

—  Re^n.  MSS. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street,  March  4.  1779. 

•*  Mt  dear  Love,—  Since  I  heard  from  you,  I 
5ient  you  a  little  print,  nnd  two  barrels  of  oysters, 
and  I  shall  have  some  little  books  to  send  you  soon. 
I  have  seen  Mr.  Pearson,  and  am  pleased  to  find 
tliAt  he  has  got  a  living.  I  was  hurried  when  he 
was  with  me,  but  had  time  to  hear  that  my  friends 
were  all  well. 

"  Poor  Mrs.  Adey  was,  I  think,  a  good  woman, 
and  therefore  her  death  is  less  to  be  lamented  ;  but 
it  is  not  pleasant  to  think  how  uncertain  it  is,  that, 
when  friends  part,  they  will  ever  meet  again.  My 
old  complaint  of  flatulence,  and  tight  and  short 
breath,  oppress  me  heavily.  My  nights  are  very 
restless.  I  think  of  consulting  the  doctor  to- 
morrow. 

**  This  has  been  a  mild  winter,  fi»r  which  1  hope 
you  have  been  the  better.    Take  what  care  you  can 


>  This  leemc  to  allude  to  vome  ftivonr  (probably  a  pecu- 
olaiy  one)  which  Johnson  was  to  solicit  from  Sir  Joshua  for 
MiM  Keynoldt.  —  Choker. 

s  King  GeorRc  IV.  told  me  of  hit  baring  once  made  a 
•ooMtwhat  timUar  obiervatlon  to  Ur.  Fox,  who  in  their 


of  yourself,  and  do  not  forget  to  drink.  I  was 
somehow  or  other  hindered  from  coming  into  the 
country  last  summer,  but  I  think  of  coming  this 
year.  I  am,  dear  love,  your  most  humble  servant, 
-^Pear$<m  MSS.  «  Sam.  Johnson.**] 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 

**  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street.  March  4. 1779. 

«  Dear  Madam,  —  Mrs.  Gastrell  and  you  are 
very  often  in  my  thoughts,  though  I  do  not  write 
so  often  as  might  be  expected  from  so  much  love 
and  so  much  respe<;t.  I  please  myself  with  think- 
ing that  I  shall  see  you  again,  and  shall  find  you 
better.  But  futurity  is  uncertain :  poor  David 
[GarrickJ  had  doubtless  many  futurities  in  his 
head,  which  death  has  intercepted  — a  death,  I  be- 
lieve, totally  unexpected  :  he  did  not  in  his  last 
hour  seem  to  think  his  life  in  danger. 

"  My  old  complaints  hang  heavy  on  me.  and  my 
nights  are  very  uncomfortable  and  unquiet ;  and 
sleepless  nights  make  heavy  days.  I  think  to  go 
to  my  physician,  and  try  what  can  be  done.  For 
why  should  not  I  grow  better  as  well  as  you  ? 

*♦  Now  you  arc  better,  pray,  dearest  Madam,  take 
care  of  yourself.  I  hope  to  come  this  summer  and 
watch  you.  It  will  be  a  very  pleasant  journey  if  I 
can  find  you  and  dear  Mrs.  Gastrell  well.  1  sent 
you  two  barrels  of  oysters  ;  if  you  would  wish  for 
more,  please  to  send  your  commands  to,  Madam, 
your  most  humble  servant, 
—  Pembroke  MSS,  **  Sam.  Johnson."] 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

March  10.  1779. 
"  I  got  my  Lives,  not  yet  quite  printed,  put 
neatly  together,  and  sent  them  to  the  king :  what 
be  says  of  them  I  know  not.  If  the  king  is  a 
Whig,  he  will  not  like  them  :  but  is  any  kinir  a 
Whig?*'"  ^ 


CHAPTER  LXVIII. 
1779. 

Tasker's  «  Ode."  —  Man  of  the  World.  —  «  Vicnr  of 
Wakefield.**  —  Junius' $  Letters Parental  Au- 
thority. —  London.  —  "Government  of  the  Tongue."' 

—  Good  Friday.  —  Easter  Dag.  —  Eelskinning. 

—  Claret^  Port^  Brandy Shaktpeare's  Witches. 

—  Lochlomond.  —  Liberty.  —  Hackman.  — John- 
son and  Topham  Beauclerk.  —  Mallet  —  Friend- 
ship. —  Eulogy  on  Garrick.  —  ••  Art  of  getting 
drunk."  —  Empirics.  —  Parental  Affiction.  — 
Lord  Marchmont.  —  Pope PamelFs  '*  Hermit." 

—  Correspondence, 

On  the  23d  of  Februari^  I  had  written  to  him 
again,  complaining  of  his  silence,  as  I  had  heard 


earlier  day*  happened  to  propoie  something  that  would  be 
"  wurthT  of  a  Wkig  Prince."  "  Yet."  replied  the  Prince, 
who  did  not  like  the  propoiition,  "but  do  you  think  that 
there  will  ever  be  a  Whig  Kingf"  —  Caoaaa.  1847. 
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lit*  wiV  III,  and  Lad  written  to  Mr.  Tliralc  f(tr 
iurormatitm  Ooncorniofj  him:  jmd  I  nnnounccd 
my  intention  of  soon  being  again  in  London. 

aOIINSON  TO   BOSWELL, 

"  March  IS.  1779. 

**  DrAK  SiK.  —  Wliy  sliould  you  Uke  such  dt- 
light  to  tnaka  a  hustle,  to  write  to  Mr.  Thrale  that 
1  am  nL'gltgcnt,  ttud  to  Francis  to  do  what  i^  so  very 
Unnci"0«wii«ry  ?  Tlirak',  you  tnay  be  sure,  cared  not 
about  il  ;  and  I  shall  ipiirc  Francis  the  trouble*  by 
ordering  u  set  botli  of  the  Lives  and  I'oeU  to  dear 
]\ln>.  lh}!HWelM«  1(1  Acknuwlvd^ient  of  her  mamia- 
iHik*.  Persuade  her  to  accept  them,  and  iiccept 
tliein  kindly.  If  I  thought  she  would  receive  tbein 
scornfully,  1  would  $cnd  them  to  Mis.s  Boswell, 
vthih  I  hope,  hn«  yet  none  of  her  tnatnnm's  ill-will 
to  me. 

"  I  would  send  set*  of  Lives,  four  volume*,  to 
£omo  otlit'f  frieiids,  to  Lord  Hnitet  firsit.  Hi»se<- 
cond  volume  lies  by  my  beihs^ide  ;  a  IkjoIc  turely 
of  great  hibcmr.  and  Ut  every  just  thinker  of  great 
delight.  Write  ine  word  to  whom  I  simll  send 
hirsidcs,  Wouhi  it  please  Lord  Auchinleck  ?  Mrs. 
Thrvlc  waits  in  the  coiieii,  T  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.t 
*'  Sam.  JoiiNsojt." 

This  letter  crossed  me  on  the  rood  to  Lon- 
don, where  I  arrived  on  ISIonday,  March  15., 
und  next  morning,  at  a  laie  hour,  found  Dr. 
Johnson  sitting  over  hi?  ten,  attended  by  Mrs. 
Desinoiilins,  Mr.  Levett,  and  a  elergjinan,  who 
had  come  to  submit  some  poetical  jtiecef  to  his 
revision.  It  ijt  wonderful  what  a  number  and 
variety  of  writer?,  some  of  them  even  unknown 
to  him,  prevailed  on  hia  guod -nature  to  look 
over  their  works,  and  suggest  corrections  and 
improveraents.  My  arrival  interrupted,  for  a 
little  while,  the  important  business  of  this  true 
rej)rL'M!ntative  of  iJayes  ;  upon  its  being  re- 
sumed, I  found  that  the  subject  under  imme- 
dJate  consideration  was  a  translation,  yet  in 
manuscript,  of  the  *"  Carmen  Seculare"  of 
Horace,  which  had  this  year  been  set  to  music, 
an<l  porfornii'd  as  a  public  entertainment  in 
Lond«>n,  for  the  joint  l>enefit  of  Monsieur  Phi- 
lidor*  and  Signor  liaretti.  When  Johnson 
hurl  done  reading,  the  author  asked  him  bluntly, 
•*  If  up<jn  the  whole  it  was  a  good  transla- 
tion?" Johnson,  whose  regard  for  truth  woj* 
uncommonly  stTtet,  seemed  to  be  puzzled  for  a 
moment  what  answer  to  make,  a^  he  certainly 
couhl  not  honestly  commend  tlie  performance  : 
with  cxtpusile  nddrcst*  he  evaded  the  question 
thus :  *•  Sir,  1  du  not  say  that  it  may  not  be 


erfon^H 


*  Ha  frnt  a  Mt  elf^iuiilv  iMund  wrtA  ftit,  «hlcta  wu  r«> 

CClVcd  ft»  fl  Verj  hri   •       n-  ,.r- w-o.  ».,......,, 

3  Andrew   ritiM  player  of  cmi. 

nruce.     hi  ITT?.  >  v  (Im  Echeca.*' 

*  This     fin     Ji  iiilurliiol    ltl« 

iVint  ■ 

OO  liii 

n»ri.i  k 

¥iiiU  :  u 

1(  l«)M  I  !..•  i,i.tL,.,r  ..|    ••  '(  r,,'  SXinrlike 

*  U  :  rs.t  ui  JV  wUifc,  and  aUo  pri- 
bj{it  liviiu  iiLTLJiJ  |ni)kiivj,  OB  tiiii  Au«<fa>  have  had  a  atrous 


made  a  very  gooil  traiiftlation.' 
wliatcvcr  in  favour  of  the  perfgi 
nfiirmed,  and  yet  the  writer  Wi 
A  printed  "Ode  to  ihw  Warli 
BriU'un"  rauic  next  in  reviei 
a  Kink  bony  figure,  with  short  bliu'k  h» 
was  writhing  hinjself  in  agit^'^' "•' 
son  read,  and,  showing  his 
earnestness,  exclaimed  in  I 
and  in  a  keen  Bhuq)  tone,  *^  Is  tJiac 
—  Is  it  Pindar  ?"  Jonxf^ow.  **  WhVj 
is  here  a  great  deal  of  what  Li  caliei 
Then,  turning  to  me,  the  poet  cried, 
has  not  been  lon^  upon  tlie  towii, 
ing  to  the  Ode)  Jt  trembles  undt^r  tJ 
the  great  critic."  Johiuon,  in  a 
pleasure,  asked  him,  "Why  do 
Anson?"  I  did  not  troubh  '  '  ' 
reason  for  this  question.* 
•'  Here  13  an  error,  Sir  :  rou  i..*,  ,^  ,, 
feminine."  **  Palpable,  ^ir  (cried 
sioj^t) ;  1  know  it.  But  (in  a  loiv< 
was  to  pay  a  coninliment  to  the 
Devonshire,  with  which  her  grae^ 
She  is  walking  across  CoxUouth  in  the  m 
uniftirni,  and  I  gupi>ose  her  to  W'  the  Gv 
Britain."  Joir»so».  "Sir,  you  are  st 
reason  for  it?  but  that  will  not  make 
You  may  have  a  reason  why  twO| 
Bhould  make  live  ;  but  they  will  still] 
four.'* 

Although  I  wail  several  times 
the  eourae  of  the  following  <!■  ■ 
were  my  occupations,  or  f-m 
that  I  have  nrescrved  no  nu  ....  . . 

verstttion  till  Friday,  March  2fi.,  wh< 
him.     He  said  he  expected  to  be 
account  of  his  *'  Lives  of  Uic  Poets/ 
ever,"  said  ht%  "  1  would  ratlier  b« 
than  unnoticed.     For  the  worsit  tl 
do  to  an  author  is  to  be  sdcnt  as  to 
An  assault  npm  a  town  is  n   bod 
starving  it  is  still  worse ;  an  Ofisai 
unsuccessful,  you  may  have  more 
than  you  kUl ;'  but  if  you  starve  tbe 
are  sure  of  victory/' 

Talking  of  a  friend*  of  ours 
persona  of  very  discordant  pi  <t  >..:..!... 
racters ;  1  said  he  was  a  vt 
quite  a  man  of  the  world.     . 
Sir;  but  one  may  be  so  much  a 
world,  i\»  to  be  nothing  in   ilie  w 
member  a  [*as5age  in  Grildsiuji U*b 
WakelieJd,'   which    he    was    at\t 


,j..V_,     ..  »,..._;...,.,.     .     .^.    ........       .        .  : 

ir.i 

\n>hii.  -.-.„   ....    .. ,  .  I..,  ^,,, 

lVra)i)«  i>(   U)«  \Ni'ifk<li,  «Ht   «)U^  kia   natS* 
epif  ram : 

■"  (Mill--;  -    --       -  -.  '     .'  .      "  :-    '   • 

g  CI 

A  t#liij>U'  I'M  lire  wiiiilt  bj    nMrh  h"  ry-f 

*■  I'rvhabtir  Sir  Jnihua   iLrvuolih.    S««  m 
!K»0. 11,  4.  — CaoiLKa. 
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lau^t  rclisilj  hiKhl V.  Mr,  Burke,  whose  orderly 
and  imiiabltj  Qomestic  habtts  might  make  the 
c»y»>  of  oUervation  le*s  irksome  to  him  than  to 
moat  men,  sakl  once  very  pleasantly,  in  my 
hearing,  "  Tbouj^h  I  have  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent Bmt<>l»  I  fihoahl  not  like  to  Jive  there;  1 
should  bi?  obli«re<l  to  bo  so  much  npon  my  good 
hfkuviour,'*  la  London,  a  man  may  live  in 
splendid  society  at  one  time^  and  in  frugal  re- 
t»n*jneiit  at  another,  without  animadversion. 
Tliere,  and  there  alon^,  a  maii's  own  house  is 
trtdy  his  castle,  in  whioh  he  con  be  in  perfeet 
safely  from  intrusion  whenever  he  pleases.  I 
never  »hi»ll  forget  how  well  this  was  expre^ed 
to  wic  ont*  day  by  Mr.  ATeynell :  '*  The  chief 
ndviinta^c  of  Lonilon/'  wiid  lie,  "  is^  that  a  man 
is  idwavs*  J<')  H'-tf  A'*  ftw/TfjM?." 

He  said  of  one  of  his  old  acquaintances  ', 
*■*■  He  is  very  fit  for  a  travelling  governor.  He 
kii«»wt«  Frt^nrh  very  wtlb  He  k  a  man  of  ffood 
principles :  and  there  wouhl  be  no  danger  that 
a  young  gentleman  should  catrh  his  manner; 
for  it  19  so  very  bad,  that  it  must  l»e  avoided. 
In  that  respect  he  would  be  like  the  drunken 
Helot." 

A  gentleman  hae  informed  me,  that  Johnson 
flaid  of  ihi*  finsne  f>ei*son,  **  Sir^  he  has  the  most 
inverted  understanding  of  any  man  whom  1 
have  ever  known." 

On  Friday,  April  2.,  bebg  Good  Friday,  I 
visited  him  in  the  morning  as  ui*ual ;  and  find- 
ing that  we  insensibly  fell  into  a  train  of 
ridieule  upm  the  foibles  of  one  of  our  fnendfj, 
a  very  worthy  niiin,  I,  by  way  of  a  cheek, 
quoted  some  j^ood  udmtmition  iVom  '*  The  Go- 
vernment of  the  Tongue,"  that  very  plouH  book. 
It  hfippenefl  fd:*o  remarkably  enough,  that  the 
Hubject  of  the  Bennon  preache<l  b^  us  to-day 
by  Dr.  Burrowe?,  the  rector  of  St.  Clement 
Danes,  vnis  the  certainty  that  at  the  laat  day 
wo  must  give  an  account  of  the  deeds  done 
in  the  bfwiy  ;**  and  amo»}j:Mt  variouR  iRt«  of  eul- 
pubiUtv  he  nientitined  evil-s|>eaking.  As  we 
were  moving  slowly  along  in  the  crowd  from 
church,  Johnson  jogged  my  elbow,  and  said, 
"  I  >id  you  attend  to  the  sernmn  ?"  *•  Yes^  8ir," 
.Haid  1 ;  "  it  was  very  applicable  to  i«."  He, 
however,  stood  iq>on  the  defensive,  ^*-  Why, 
8ir,  thy  sense  of  ridicule  is  given  us,  and  may 
be  lawfully  used.*  The  author  of  •  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  Tongue'  would  have  us  treat  all 
men  alike," 

In  the  interval  between  mornings  and  even- 
ing service,  he  endeavoured  to  employ  himself 
earnestly  in  devotional  exercise  \    and*  as  he 


i<rx)1in«Jtcr  Rt  KrnflriK- 

n,l    A«7 — C»uKHi. 

k.K«,  1M7. 
n.b,  tad 


has  mentioned  in  his  "Prayers  »• 
tjons,"  gave  me  "  Lf»  Pewtht  dr  P . 
I  might  not  iutemipl  him.      I 
book  with  reverence.     His  prt- 
ia  marked  upon  it  with  li^ 
have  found  m  it  a  truly 
went  tx)  church  a^ain  in  \\ 
On  Saturday,  April  0.,  I 
and  found  hiiu  sittin<r  in  ^i 
with  her,  and  one  who  h' 
was    a    natural    son  'of     i    . 
Southwell.    The  table  haii  a  bl 
ance,    being   covered    with    a 
assemblage  of  oysters  imd  poM 
pany,  ami  tea  for  himself.     I   > 
havini;  heanl  an  eminent  pliysit.i.tii,  who 
himself  a  Chi'isUan,  orfrue  in  fUvtMir  of  tjiuti 
sal  toleration,  and  mail 
be  hurt  by  another 

in   OpIlUOU.      JOUJJSON.        -^d,   ^i.n    lilt    Ti'fl 

tain  depree  hurt  by  knowing  tLat  even  one: 
does  uot  believe." 

[•*  April  2.  —  Good  Friday.  —  I  am  now  to 
view  •  (he  last  year,  *nd  fin<i  'itft..  »..,«  ,r,..„,i 
cuity,  neitber  biruneu  nnr 
tended,  and  little  dune.  >]y  1i 
my  night*  aflbrd  nw  little  reNt*  I  L 
but  its  ht^lp  \%  counterbaUnccd  wu 
ance  ;  it  prevent*  the  spasmK,^  but  ii  luiiclvr* 

0  God,  have  mercy  on  me ! 
"  Last  week   1  puhlished   (f(.i'''--«    — t    nf^i 

Lives  of  the  Pocls,  ff rilten»  J 
ner  as  muy  tend  to  the  proiiu  ' 
**  In  this  hist  ymr  I  have  rnAiit;  I  r 

1  have  scarcely  r«id  any  thini;.       1 
Desmouhns  and  her  daughter.      < 
myself  I  know   not  where  in   fin*! 
charity.      But  1  am  nuw  in    my  >^  •  «iniii 
wtiot  can  b*-  done  ought  not  to  tw  dcluyrd. 

"  April  3.  1779,  II  r.iw.  —  £«vt«r>evL*. TWtl 

the  time  of  my  annual  review,  nnd  Aisntral 
tion.  The  review  is  comfoitle^ ;  tjttfo 
Partof  tbc  Life  of  Dryden  imd  tiK 
have  been  written  j  but  my  miud  : 
improved  nor  enlarged.  I  have  t. 
notlung.  And  1  iim  not  consci. 
gained  any  good,  or  quitted  nny  c^ .:   .   .. 

"  April  4.  1779,  Eftster^day.  —  I  txmv  »( 
an  hour  after  nine,  trntisciibed   the  fsravrr 
U<Lt  night;  and  by  neglecting  to  count  r 
long  at  breakfafit,  so  that  I  came  to   el 
first  lesjton.     I  altende<l  the   I*Jtan\     •. 
but  iu  the  pew  could  runt  hear  tbe  <  ■ 
vice,  and  nii»ed  ll»e  pr/iycr  for  tK.-  i  i 
Fieforc  I  went  to  the  alur,  I 
prayer.     At  the  altar  I  coin n'  »^  ** 

again  prayed  the  pray«r ;   I  ibfii  prated 


■•^J. 


r  Mi  lUr  St 


wliUti   Ur.  l^trAtinU    khmm*  nut  (**   >»«••> 
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Iccts  and  again  iny  i»wn  prayer  by  mcTDory.  I  left 
out  a  clAii*ii'.  I  then  rec*ived»  1  hop*  with  enr- 
nv«tncv»i  Afid  while  tithen  received,  fiot  down;  but 
lliiuki4i|;  thai  poNture.  tliough  luujil,  inipropcri  I 
nntr  rimI  stood.  I  prayed  Again,  in  the  pen^,  but 
wtUi  wh»t  pmyer  1  have  forgotten.  When  I  u»ed 
thr  occaiiotial  pr-iycr  at  the  altar,  I  added  a  general 
pkifpow,  —  To  avoid  idleness.  I  gave  two  &hi!Ungs 
to  the  plate. 

*•  Hel'ortf  T  went  I  used,  T  tJitnk,  tny  pmycr,  and 

eiide«)vuiired  to  calm  my  mind.      After  tny  return  I 

nutl  it  aguin,  and  the  collect  for  the  day.      Lord 

have    mercy    upon   mc  I     I   have   for   some  nightt 

jslled  Frnnei*  to  prayer*,  and  lust  nlij:ht  diwoursed 

ilh  him  on  the  laerantcnt."  Pr,  and  Med,,  p. 
i71— 175.] 

On  Kasit^r-day,  After  solemn  setricc  ni  St. 
Ptiurit,  I  dined  with  him.  Mr.  AIU.in,  ihe 
prinltT,  was  also  bis  ^e»t.  He  was  uncom- 
inonly  silrnt ;  lUui  I  Have  not  written  down 
uny  things  except  a  single  curious  \wU  which, 
havTTrj^  i\v:  sanction  of  his  inflexible  veracity, 
««r  I  vc'd  M  Ji  striking  instance  of  human 

in  jind  incoiisidemtion.     As  he  Wtt3 

poiiiji^  by  a  fi-jhmon^'er  who  was  Bkiuniiijj  an 
Old  alive,  he  heard  him   "cursti  it,  because  it 


would 
On 

»t  Sir 

Whilt  r 

Upon 
fptike 


with 
thiit 


,  April  7.,  I  dined  with  him 

•    '  N'g.     T  have  not  niftrkud 

e,     Johnson  hanin|.njed 

..,...:..    .  .    dJtTcrenf    lifiijnrs ;   and 

gP-'ttt   rontempt   uf  clait-f,    tis   »n 

A  tuiin  would  be  drowned  by  it 


bd<>ro  It  Miudr  him  drunk."     He  was  jtersunded 


driril: 


ktati 


►f  it,  that  lie  iniglir  judii^c, 

vhich  might  be  dim,  but 

»n.     Ho  shook  his  he4id, 

1,  "  I'uoj  ^lutll     Ko,  8rr,  cUn.a  is  the 

ffjr  boyt*;  port  for   men;  but   he   who 

Ui   h**   ft   «**ro    (smiling)    must    drink 

If.     Ill   the   first   phu:e,   the   llavour  of 

'  "vttet'ul  to  the  palate  ;  uinl  ihmi 

nest  for  a  man  what  «b  iiikin*: 
1  lure  are,  indeed,  few  who  are 
I  -nmdv .    Til  at  is  n  power  rather  to 
r  thrin   atiained.     Anil  yet/'  pro- 
il  he,  "  n^^  in   nil  pleasure  hojM;  h  a  oon* 
rable  part,  I  know  not  but  fruition  eomcf 
ipiiek  by  brandy.     Florence  wine  T  think 
wont;  It  19  wint*  only  to  the  p^'e;  it  is 
tilhcp  whik*  you  nr  it^  nor 

hftve drunk  it;  it  ;we8  the 

[ft  »*xh)lnrnte4  the  jminti.        I  remindc<1 
how  heartily  he  «iid  I  use^l  to  drink  wine 


i.«<  i.f  it*f..r.l.  HI),   rtu-l   Gl«.irr,w. 


tTtmr  ahouttJ  hoai  «  vut«v  riT  Ihc  ib'rtrf  til  linAet. 


together,  when  we  wpro  first  acquaintwl ;  and 

bow   I   uj»ed  to  have  a  hcjid-ache  aft*  r  ullting 

up  with   liiin.     He  did  nc»t  like  to  have  thiK 

recidJed ;  or,   perhaps,   thiril  i"-^ 'I"'*  rh.,..t>,j 

itnproperly,  re*olved  ti>  I. 

lue  :  "  Nftv,  Sir,  it  was  ji*  i 

your  heud  ache^  but  the  senMe  that  1  put  ii.io 

It."    Bo#w»ix.    *•  \\'hftt,  Sir  I  will  sense  innJtc 

th»;  head  ache  ? "    Jon^soK.  "  Ye*,  Sir  (with 

a  smile),  when  it  is  not  iun*d  to  it."     No  mnti 

who  ha.?  a  true  relish  of  pleasantry  eould  be 

offended   at  this;  cspeeially   if  Johiiwui   in    a 

lonfT  intiniacy  hud  i!         '"  ,      ' 

of  his  regard  and  ^" 

say  that  a*  he  had  ^i*- ji  ....  ..  i4.wur.ni.i  p..uiMig 

in   praise^  he  had  a  good  right  now  ai»d  tlien 

to  tjdce  A  ifiiini:!   fi-.im  tue. 

On  Thii  il  H„  I  dined  with  hitn  at 

Mr  AlliiJ]  >,    with    Lord    Graham  ' 

and  Homo  other  eoiupony.  Wc  talked  of  Sh.ikji- 
peare's  witches.  JoilR»oN.  **  They  are  beinrra 
of  his  own  creation";  they  arii  a  compound 
of  mtili^jnity  and  meanneats,  without  any  al'ili- 
ties;  and  are  quite  difl'crent  from  the  Italian 
raa(;ician.  Kinp  Jarnej»  says  in  hia  *  Dip* 
1  '        *  *  "*!         '  ns   c»»mniand    the  ilevlU ; 

int?.'     'V\w  Italian  mrnji- 

witches,   not    1) 

observed,  that   :iL,..„ 

A  narrow  sphere,  as  in  ^ 
be  *aid  he  bdi^'vofl  no  J! 
vigorous  port?,  thou^'h  qui 
Ramjiat.  **  Yes,  like  a  m^ 
he  pulla  better." 

Lord  Graltara,  while  ho  praifietl  the  b<!«uly 
of  Lochlomond,  on  the  bonks  of  which  ja  hia 
family  seat,  complained  of  the  climate,  and  said 
he  could  not  liear  it.  Joujvbon.  "Nay,  mv 
lord,  don't  talk  so:  yf>u  may  bear  it  well 
enown;h.  Your  ancestors  have  borne  it  more 
y^?.iT3  than  1  can  udi.**  'Huh  w*w«  a  batulMiine 
r.'.nir.lini.'nt  to  the   antl«]uity  "*^  ^^»''   Ik-"'-   nf 

Hiii    Lordship   tohi 
1  ;nl  oidy    art'i'iifd   to  '        , 

climate,  letit^  if  he  had  sjioken  as  favourably  of 
hi»  ccnintry  ns  lic  nnllv  thnn'_dif,  l>r.  JfdniAOU 
might  havf  our- 

t4?OU*tO  Lu  OT»/* 

said  be,  "  when  1  nns  m  tbt  i^I 

p.  354.]  I  heard  of  the  people  ■ 

tlie   stones  otf  the   road,   lest  Lnoy  iniu^nin  -a 

horse  should  ntumble." 


1   Tbrlhlr.i  l>iikrof  Mo!i(rt.*.-.  twirl.  In  IT" 
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Lord  Graham  commended  Dr.  Drummond  at 
Naples  [flTi/c,  p.  523.  n.  1]  as  a  man  of  extraor- 
dinary talents ;  and  added,  that  he  had  a  great 
love  of  liberty.  Johnson.  "  He  is  young,  my 
lord  (looking  to  his  lordship  with  an  arch 
smile) ;  all  hoys  love  liberty,  till  experience 
convinces  them  they  are  not  so  fit  to  govern 
themselves  as  they  imagined.'  We  are  all 
agreed  as  to  our  own  liberty ;  we  would  have 
as  much  of  it  as  we  can  cet ;  but  we  are  not 
agreed  as  to  the  liberty  of  others :  for  in  pro- 
portion as  we  take,  others  must  lose.  I  believe 
we  hardly  wish  that  the  mob  should  have 
liberty  to  govern  us.  When  that  was  the  case 
sometime  ago,  no  man  was  at  liberty  not  to 
have  candles  in  his  windows."  Ramsat.  "  The 
result  is,  that  order  is  better  than  confusion." 
Johnson.  "  The  result  is,  that  order  cannot 
be  had  but  by  subordination." 

On  Friday,  April  16.,  I  had  been  present  at 
tlie  trial  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Hackman, 
who,  in  a  fit  of  frantic  jealous  love,  had  shot 
Miss  Ray,  the  favourite  of  a  nobleman.'  John- 
son, in  whose  company  I  dined  to-day  with 
some  other  friends,  was  much  interested  by 
mv  account  of  what  passed,  and  particularly 
with  his  prayer  for  the  mercy  of  Heaven. 
He  said,  in  a  solemn  fervid  tone,  "  I  hope  he 
shall  find  mercy." 

This  day^  a  violent  altercation  arose  be- 
tween Johnson  and  Beauclerk,  which  having 
made  much  noise  at  the  time,  I  think  it  proper, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  future  misrepresent- 
ation, to  ^ive  a  minute  account  of  it. 

In  talking  of  Hackman,  Johnson  argued,  as 
Jud<;e  Blackstone  had  done,  that  his  being 
furnished  with  two  pistols  was  a  proof  that  he 
meant  to  shoot  two  persons.  Mr.  Beauclerk 
said,  "  No ;  for  that  every  wise  man  who  in- 
tended to  shoot  himself  took  two  pistols,  that 
he  might  be  sure  of  doing  it  at  once.     Lord 

*s  cook  shot  himself  with  one  pistol,  and 

lived  ten  days  in  great  agony.     Mr. *,  who 

loved  buttered  muffins,  out  durst  not  cat  them 
because  they  disagreed  with  his  stomach,  re- 
solved to  shoot  himself;  and  then  he  eat  three 
buttered  muffins  for  breakfast,  before  shooting 
himself,  knowing  that  he  should  not  be  troubled 
with  indigestion  ;  he  had  two  charged  pistols  ; 
one  was  found  lying  charged  upon  the  table 
by  him,  after  he  had  shot  himself  with  the 
other."  —  "  Well,"  said  Johnson,  with  an  air 
of  triumph,  "  you  see  here  one  pistol  was  suffi- 
<:ient."  Beauclerk  replied  smartly,  "Because 
it  happened  to  kill  him."  And  either  then  or 
a  very  little  afterwards,  being  piqued  at  John- 
son's triumphant  remark,  added,  "  This  is  what 
you  don't  know,  and  I  do."    There  was  then 


>  Hit  lordahlp  was  twenty-four.    Lord  Graham  toon  after 
aUio<l  himself  with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  was  a  steady  Tory  to  bis 


CBOKsa. 

s  John,  sixth  Earl  of  Sandwich,  at  this  time  first  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty.—  Croker. 

»  AttheClub.  —  CROKBR. 

*  It  was  thought  that  Mr.  Damor  (whose  suicide  is  recorded 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1776,  p.  383.)  was  here 


a  cessation  of  the  dispute  ;  and  some  mi 
intervened,  during  which,  dinner  and  the 
went  on  cheerfully;  when  Johnson  sud 
and  abruptly  exclaimed,  "  Mr.  Beauclerk 
came  you  to  talk  so  petulantly  to  me,  as  ' 
is  what  you  don't  Imow,  but  what  I  kn( 
One  thing /know  which  you  don^t  seem  to  k 
that  you  are  very  uncivil."  BfAucx 
"  Because  you  began  by  being  uncivil  (v 
you  always  are)."  The  worcM  in  parent 
wore,  I  believe,  not  heard  by  Dr.  Joh. 
Here  again  there  was  a  cessation  of  \ 
Johnson  told  me,  that  the  reason  why  he  w 
at  first  some  time  without  taking  any  noti 
what  Mr..  Beauclerk  said,  was  because  he 
thinking  whether  he  should  resent  it. 
when  he  considered  that  there  were  pre* 
young  lord  and  an  eminent  traveller,  two 
of  the  world,  with  whom  he  had  never  c 
before,  he  was  apprehensive  that  they  n 
think  they  had  a  right  to  take  such  iib€ 
with  him  as  Beauclerk  did,  and  therefor 
solved  he  would  not  let  it  pass  ;  adding,  " 
he  would  not  appear  a  coward."  A  litde  t 
after  this,  the  conversation  turned  on  the 
lence  of  Hackman's  temper.  Johnson 
said,  "  It  was  his  business  to  commana 
temper,  as  my  friend,  Iklr.  Beauclerk,  si 
have  done  some  time  ago."  Beaucjlbrk. 
should  learn  of  yow.  Sir."  Johnson.  ' 
YOU  have  given  me  opportunities  enoug 
learning,  when  I  have  been  in  yovr  com| 
No  man  loves  to  be  treated  with  conten 
Beauclerk  (with  a  polite  inclin.ation  ton 
Johnson).  "  Sir,  you  have  known  me  tw 
years,  and  however  I  may  have  treated  ot 
you  may  be  sure  I  could  never  treat  you 
contempt."  Johnson.  *'Sir,  you  have 
more  tkan  was  necessary."  Thus  it  en< 
and  Beauclerk's  coach  not  having  com* 
him  till  very  late.  Dr.  Johnson  and  an< 
gentleman  sat  with  him  a  long  time  aftei 
rest  of  the  company  were  gone  ;  and  he  s 
dined  at  Beauclerk's  on  the  Saturday  se'ni 
following. 

After  this  tempest  had  subsided,  I  recc 
the  following  particulars  of  his  conversatic 

"  I  am  always  for  getting  a  boy  forwai 
his  learning ;  for  that  is  a  sure  good.  I  w 
let  him  at  first  read  any  English  book  w 
happens  to  engage  his  attention  ;  because 
have  done  a  great  deal,  when  you  have  bro 
him  to  have  entertainment  from  a  book.  1 
get  better  books  afterwards." 

"  Mallet,  I  believe,  never  wrote  a  single 
of  his  projected  life  of  the  Duke  of  M 
borough.  He  groped  for  materials,  and  thw 
of  it,  tdl  he  had  exhausted  his  mind.     Thi 


;  but  I  hare  since  ascertained  that  it  was  John 
old  friend,  Mr.  Fittherbcrt,  who  terminated  his  ow« 
January  a.  1772  (see  ante,  p.  %ss.  n.  4.).  This  comet 
so  far  Important,  that  perhaps  Mr.  Beauclerk's  leril 
mentioning  an  event  which  was  probably  very  psdnfl 
Johnson,  may  have  disposed  him  to  the  subteoueM,  a 
■acb  case,  excusable  asperity.  —  Cbokbb,  1835. 
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i  uievl  [o  slink  liome  when  I  hod  drunk  too 
mu<ili.  A  man  nceustomed  to  «elf-exaininjition 
will  bt2  conscious  when  he  is  dmrik,  thoun^h  an 
hubitunl  drunkanl  will  not  he  conscioiu?  of  it. 
I  knew  a  physician  ',  who  for  twiinly  yoars 
was  not  soU'T ;  yet  in  a  pam[>hlel,  which  ho 
wrote  upon  feveri,  he  appHmled  to  (iarrick  and 
rue  for  his  vindicsition  from  a  charge  of  drunk- 
fnness.  A  bookseller-  (naming  him),  who  got 
a  lurce  fortune  by  trade,  was  bo  habitually  and 
equably  drunk,  that  his  most  intimate  friends 
n**ver  perceived  that  he  was  more  sober  ftt  one 
thae  tlijui  another." 

Talking  of  celebrated  and  successful  irre- 
gujpr  pmetiiiers  in  physic^  he  said,  "Taylor* 
witM  t\tr  niiost  ijLrnor.ant  man  I  ever  knew,  but 
sprigrhily;  Ward**,  the  dullest.  Taylor  chal- 
leniJ^<'d  me  once  to  talk  Latin  with  him," 
laughinj*.  "  1  tpiotcd  some  of  Horace,  which 
he  touk  to  be  a  part  of  my  own  speech,  lie 
9ttid  a  few  words  well  enou>:h."  Beavclerk. 
"  I  Temembcr,  Sir,  you  said,  that  Tavlor  wna 
an  instance  how  fur  impudence  could  carry 
inmorjuice,**  Mr.  Beaindcrk  was  very  enter- 
taininij;  this  ilny,  and  told  us  ft  number  of  short 
«tiiri»^f<  in  a  lively  elegant  roimuer,  and  with 
that  air  of  tfte  world  which  luis  I  know  not 
what  impressive  elTect,  as  if  there  were  some- 
thing more  than  h  exprcjiscd,  or  than  T)erha|is 
we  cuuld  perfectly  understand.  Aa  Johnson 
and  I  H  .  .  i.  t.  It  wfl  Sir  Joshua  Reynoltk  in 
his  coui  J  said,  *' There  is  in  lieaii- 

rlerk  a  j  nice  over  his  company^  that 

one  d«Yej  not  hke.  But  he  h  a  man  wlio  has 
lived  ^o  much  in  the  world,  that  he  has  a  short 
story  on  every  occasion  :  he  is  always  ready  to 
talk,  and  is  never  exhausted  " 

Johngon  and  I  psiased  the  evening  at  Miss 
Reynolds's,  Sir  Joshua's  sister.  I  mentioned 
that  an  eminent  friend"^  of  oure,  talking  of  the 
common  reniark,  that  affection  descends,  said, 
that  '*  this  was  wisely  *  contrived  for  the  pre- 
servation of  mankind;  for  which  it  was  not  *o 
neces«iary  that  there  sliould  be  affection  trom 
rhihlrcn  to  j)arcnts,  as  from  parents  to  chil- 
dren ;  nay,  there  would  be  no  harm  in  that 
view,  though  children  ahould  at  a  certain  age 
eat  tiieir  parents."  Jouj«sos.  *'  liut^  Sir,  if 
this  were  known  generally  to  be  the  ca*e, 
parents  would  not  have  allection  for  children.'* 
BoswELT,,  *'  Truf,  Sir;  for  it  is  in  ej^pccliition 
of  n  return  that  pannts  ore  so  attentive  to 
their  children  ;  and  I  know  a  very  pretty  in- 
stance <d'  a  little  g^irl  oKwhttm  her  father^  w.is 
very  fond,  who  once,  when  he  was  iu  a  melan- 
choly fit,  and  had  gone  to  bed,  persuaded  him 


*  Dr.  Jntnra,  tlip  lotreittor  of  tht  ceirliraled  re*«r  powder*. 

SI    'I  ■         '  '...:...  I    ;     •, 

oft  I 

Si  ;,,^ 

♦  1       '  ,  la 


to  rite  in  g^ood  humour  tv 

papa,  please  lo  get  up,  :in<l 

with  your  clothes,  f-lmt  1  tuj\    o  ii.-u    m*  uj  r. 

when  you  are  an  old  man.'** 

Soon  alk-r   this  tiif"   ^'   i'*'*"    •"•-i«Jciit  oe* 
curred,  which  I  will  n  i>us«  1  Ml 

desirous  that  my    wtr  its   um.  ti 

aa  h  consistent  with   the   *tjri<.*tc»l    • 
antidote  to  the  false  and  injurious   ■ 
his  character,  which  have  been  givi!« 
and  therefore  I  infuse  every  drop  o:    _ 
sweetness  into  my  biographical  cup. 

BOSVVELL  TO  JOHNSON, 

**  South  Aadlry  SU^eX  *-,  Mond^jr.  Afnl  11 
"Mt  DEAH  Sim^ —  I  Bin  in  great   pain   Willi  ■« 
iiiflam(.>d  foot,  and  obligfKl  to  keep  my  l»td.  >o  am 
prevented  from  having  the  ple«surc  *      "*  •  Mr 

Ramsay's    to-day,   wliicli    is  very    !  -.r  \ 

spirits  are  sadly  sunk.      Will  you  b.  )  -^ 

to  come  and  «t  an  hour  with  me  in  tlie  evcmnifl 
1  am  ever  youn,  Sec,  Jamcs  BoAwai.i.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELU 

«  Mr.  Jobksok  luinenU  the   Ab^iffnrc   of  Hf 
Botweil,  and  wUl  cotne  to  him/* 

He  carae  to  me  in  the  evi '  i- 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,     I   i 
thnt  their  conversation,  w) 
lM?dsidc,  WH8  the  most  pic; 
that  eould  have  been  admiii 

Johnson  being  now  bettor  dis| 
information  com^eming  Pof>e  tl 
year  [p.  613.], sent  by  me  to  m\ 
mont  a  present  of  those  volume> 
of  the  Poets"  which  were  at  this  uute 
ILjhed,   with   a    request   to    have    p 
to  wait  on  him;   and  his  lord^liip, 
called  on    him    twice,    obligingly 
Saturdny,  the  1st  of  May,  I-  ^ 

On  that  morning  Johni?< 
Streath.im,   and   after   tirii. 
General  I'aoli's  in  South 
proceeded   to   Lord    Iklnrri 
Street.     His  lordship  met  n 
his  library,  and  with  great  |m  ii 
Johnson,  *'I  Am   not  goint;  lo  make  an  »«- 
comium  upon  tm/^rlf,  by  telling  you  the  b»j^ 
respect  I  have  for  y<w,  Sir."     Joh»aw»n  was  tt- 
ceedingly  courteous ;  and  the  inte»-\  lr»w.  wl 
la^l^^d  a!H»ut  two  hours,  during  v  " 
cornmunicated   his  anecdotes  of 
agreeable  as  I  could  have  wished.        ^^ 
came  out,  I  said  to  Johnson,  "  that,  ecu 


>  PrcilMibly  Mr.  Hufke.. 


_  CvomtJi. 
wn'tx/.  to  eiuure  Cka  < 

tti  tile  I 


time,   lh« 
ridicule 


1    r.-iHKi.  \M■i^,  |i  If  xriDI' 

»i>«.  Ariitimvof,  and 


»  Th. 
•  Allu 
t*l»  »"•»»,  i  n.i,iin-i  .jitjMi  niiiriNny.fx 

ftiMntiAH. 
>«  Hli  am  queitkm.Ai  h«  told  Sir  J ,  BawUns « 
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Im  l«nlsliip'/5  civinty,  I  &houl<l  Imvc  l»cen  voximI 
if  hti  hiivj  a;5uin  tuiled  tn  cowe»"  *'  Sii\"  said  he, 
*•  1  w(Mild  rurher  have  given  twenty  pounds 
than  not  lu»ve  come."  I  accompanied  liini 
U>  SMviitfiatn,  when*  wc  dint>d,  oad  returned 
111  town  Irt  the  fviMiin^. 

Oh  5Ioml;vv,  Mjiy  3.,  I  dined  witli  him  at 
Mr.  DiJIy'ri,  1  pr<'5>ed  liitn  this  dttv  for  hh 
o\}\nunt  on  llie  ]■  "  '^ 

wlurh  I  had  ui  \ 
k'Ucni,  and  at  l(  1-.  >...w  .v  .,.    .».    ,,„,„ 

ilf'  l(tU\ 

»*CASE  FOH  Uri,  JOHNSON'S  OPINION i 

■*  Mrtjr  S.  i773» 
•*  Plimell,  in  his   *  HcrmiC   hu   lh«  foUotriiig 

*To  clear  this  doubt*  to  know  the  world  by 

To  find  itlMMjtu  and  twaint  tcpari  it  right 
( l*W  yvt  by  jiu'tiifiii  ttlum*!  lhc»  worJU  he  kin:w, 
Whukc  fi^  came  wandering  oVr   lite  nightly 
dew^.' 

"  U  there  oot  a  etnitradiction  in  it*  being  /int 
*U|ip<ncd  Ihm  lUe  Hinmt  knetr  tcih  whut  bijuk« 
ami  niraiitit  teportfcl  uf  the  worhl ;  yet  o/hrwurd» 
tmid,  ttint  he  kni*w  it  by  twatn^s  a/bm  f  " 

♦  I  ,i.,,,i  i(  ,jp  inaccuracy.  He  mentions  two 
(t  >  the  flnt  Line»  and  says  ht  bad  only 

on  it.**' 

Tbi»  evening  I  set  out  for  Scotbuid. 
[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  A8T<IN. 

*»  May  4. 1779. 
**  OtAK  Ma»iam, ^ — VtUvu   I  Jicnt  y*)u  the  little 
Ikk^Ic^  \  wan  not  sure  thnf  you   wren*  well  enough 

10  tak«  the  trnubk  o(  tt»(\\ng  tbpm.  but  have  lately 
hcsrd  from  Mr*  trirct'vi^i  iliat  you  ar«  niuch  re* 
euTcred.  I  ho{»c  you  will  (rain  tnor«  and  mort 
•lrcfi|rtb,  and  live  mnnv  ■  I  rn...^v  yettrv,  and  I 
•ball  cornv  agutii  to  St«>^^  <.'  as  I  UKd  tO 
«fei,  vhii  you  anil  ifear  jM'                   I. 

••  I  am  not  well  :  my  ingiitv  «rc  rery  tfaubli^ 
camp,  nnrl  rrty  breath  b  «hort;  but  I  knuw  no't  tbat 
it  -  h   worse.      I  wish  t^  m^  you,      Mr*. 

11  !i<t  !>ont  to  me  to  ditic  witb  her,  and  1 
b.i  " ■•'    '"'  '--■■   •■'  Tirw. 

with  curiofi- 
f}.  ^  iiai«U  n»w  en- 

tcrtvtninKDt.      When  1  come,  it  will  be  great  en- 


kte*l  or  A  man  wu  Mr 

»cr-|     -■    -    -      ' 


l*oi|i*  In  W«  ronvvriattoi]  ?  **    tlii 

■        ,  he  fril  ii»lor(i,  or. 

.tirtlriiltv  In  ihU 


.J  .»f 


<>t  thlnli  It 


n1.    Mil 


tcrtaintncnt   to   me   if  I    can  find  you  and  Mnw    ' 
Gtuirell    •rcll,  and  willing  to  ri^ceive   tnc      I  ain, 
di^nrc^l  Madam.  Ac,  San.  JujiaauM."! 

—  Prmh.  MSS, 


(JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"  MAf  i  WV 
"  Daaa  Madam,  —  Mr,  Gffcn  lia»  inlurna'd  me 
that  you  arc  much  belter  ;    I  bupe  I  need  nat  tell 
you  that  I  am  glad  of  it      I  vnnnoi  Utaul  of  Uvunjz 
much  U'tter;  my  old  nocturnal  cor  ••'■'    '-i 
*uc»   me,  and   my   Tt".|nfHii<in    l.s 
much  fasicr  than  when  1  left  you  ' 
fuit!  lust.      Mr.  and    Mrs,    Tlnalu  atic    wcli;   Aiisa 
bafr  been  a  little  tndiapo««d,  but  she  ii  gui  wt-ll 
ajeain.     They  have,  tin<H?  th«  lotA  of  ihvif  boy,  had 
two  daughters;  but  thuy  MMtm    likely  to    wHtti  a 
son. 

'•  1  hope  you  liad  nome  hooka  which  1  in?nt  yoy. 
I  WHS  korry  Tor  pour  Airs.  Adcy'a  death,  and  am 
afraid  you  will  [m  snmrtimev  solitary ;  but  eudea. 
TOUT,  whether  alone  or  in  Ooin|:Niny«  to  keep  your- 
self cheerful.  My  friend*  likewise  die  very  f;uit ; 
but  M»eh  h  ilie  itate  of  man.  I  am,  dtiar  l^tm^ 
your,  Ac,  Sasi.  Juniraost."] 

—  JYmt,,  MSS. 

He  hnd,  before  I  left  London,  rt^uinod  the 
conviiMutiun  concurtiing  the  upficiirunoi;  of  a 
ghost  at  Newca*atK-upau-Tytu?,  which  Mr. 
John  Weslny  believetl,  but  to  wliiidi  Joli(i»rjn 
did  not  ^iVG  credit.     I  wn     *  i,  desimus 

to  examine  the  qup?tioii  sd  at  the 

same  tinio  wished  to  be  ni  titt'd  with 

Mr.  John  Weaiey ;  for  tit  red  Ironi 

luni  in   8ome  points    I    .i i.is  vjirioua 

talents,  and  loved  his  pIotH  Kiud.  At  my  re- 
quest^ therefore,  Dr.  Johnson  );a\e  nw  u  Utb-r 
of  lutroductioQ  ta  Litn 


JOHNSON  TO  JOHN  WESLEY. 

"  SiK,  — •  Mr.  Buvwoll,  a  jjontlemrtn  who  ha*  been 
long  known  to  me,  is  deiirou'i  of  being  kTkOwn  to 
you,  ami  has  a>»ked  thi«  reeommendtition,  which  I 
give  him  with  great  willingit<^^»  t>c('4u«c  I  think  it 
very  mucb  to  be  wished  that  worthy  and  religiuui 
men  <>tiould  be  acquainted  with  each  other,  I  am. 
Sir,  &c. ,  Sam.  JoiiMNOM.*' 

Mr.  Wesley  being  iii  the  count*  uf  hh  minis- 
iry  at  Edinbtu^h,  I  proMmtcd  diis  leiier  to 


II  *nt  ttv  r»e«h*vt*<i. 


^ 
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him,  and  was  very  politely  received.  I  begged 
to  have  it  returned  to  me,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done.  His  state 'of  the  evidence  as  to 
the  ghost  did  not  satisfy  me.* 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
{Extractt.) 

Lichfield,  May  29.  1779. — "I  have  now  been 
here  a  week,  and  will  try  to  give  you  my  journal* 
or  such  parts  of  it  as  are  fit,  in  my  mind,  for  com- 
munication. 

**  On  Friday,  We  set  out  about  twelve,  and  lay 
at  Daventry. 

"  On  Saturday,  We  dined  with  Rann  at  Co- 
ventry. He  intercepted  us  at  the  town's  end.  I 
saw  Tom  Johnson,  who  had  hardly  life  to  know 
that  I  was  with  him.  J  hear  he  is  since  dead.  In 
the  evening  I  came  -to  Lucy,  and  walked  to  Stow- 
hill.  Mrs.  Aston  was  gone,  or  going  to  bed.  I 
did  not  see  her. 

**  Sunday.  —  After  dinner  I  went  to  Stowhill, 
and  was  very  kindly  received.  At  night  I  saw  my 
old  friend  Brodhurst  —  you  know  him  —  the  play- 
fellow of  my  infancy,  and  gave  him  a  guinea. 

**  Monday.  —  Dr.  Taylor  came,  and  we  went 
with  Mrs.  Cobb  to  Greenhill  Bower.  I  had  not 
seen  it,  perhaps,  for  fifty  years.  It  is  much  dege- 
nerated.    Every  thing  grows  old. 

"  Tuesday.  —  I  dined,  I  think,  with  Lucy  both 
Monday  and  Tuesday. 

"Wednesday,  Thursday.  —  I  had  a  few  visits, 
from  Peter  Garrick  among  the  rest,  ajid  dined  at 
Stowhill.     My  breath  very  short. 

"  Friday I  dined  at  Stowhill. 

"Saturday.  — Mrs.  Aston  took  me  out  in  her 
chaise,  and  was  very  kind.  I  dined  with  Mrs. 
Cobb,  and  came  to  Lucy,  with  whom  I  found,  as  I 
had  done  the  first  day.  Lady  Smith  and  Miss 
Vyse." 

A$hbourne,  June  14.  1779.  —  "Your  account  of 
Mr.  Thrale's  illness'  is  very  terrible;  but  when  I 
remember  that  he  seems  to  have  it  peculiar  to  his 
constitution  —  that  whatever  distemper  he  has,  he 
always  has  his  head  aflfectcd —  I  am  less  frighted. 
The  seizure  was,  I  think,  not  apoplectical,  but 
hysterical,  and  therefore  not  dangerous  to  life.  I 
would  have  you,  however,  consult  such  physicians 
as  you  think  you  can  best  trust.  Bromfield  seems 
to  have  done  well,  and,  by  his  practice,  seems  not 
to  suspect  an  apoplexy.  That  is  a  solid  and  fun- 
damental comfort.  I  remember  Dr.  Marsigli,  an 
Italian  physician,  whose  seizure  was  more  violent 
than  Mr.  'Diralc\  for  he  fell  down  helpless ;  but 
his  case  was  not  considered  as  of  much  danger,  and 
he  went  safe  home,  and  is  now  a  professor  at  Padua. 
His  fit  was  considered  as  only  hysterical.'* 

Ashbourne,  June  17.  1779 "It  is  certain  that 

your  first  letter  did  not  alarm  me  in  proportion  to 
the   danger,   for  indeed   it  did   not   describe  the 


>  Dr.  John«on  made  thli  rear  hit  annual  excursion  into  the 
midland  counties,  of  which  he.  as  usual,  me  Mrs.  Thrale 
an  account  in  several  letters;  but  his  visit  was  shortened 
by  the  alarming  illness  of  Mr.  Thrale.  —  Cauasa. 

>  A  serious  apoplectic  attack,  which  wau  the  precursor  of 
another  of  the  same  nature,  which  terminated  his  existence 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year.  >-  Cbokkb. 

3  To  assist  in  keeping  the  patient's  mind  easy,  he  con- 
•iderately  wrote  him  the  neat  letter Caoasa,  1M7. 


danger  as  it  was.  I  am  glad  that  you  have  He> 
berden ;  and  hope  his  restoratives  and  his  pre- 
servatives will  both  be  eflTectual.  In  the  pre- 
servatives, dear  Mr.  llirale  must  concur  ;  yet  what 
can  he  reform  ?  or  what  can  be  add  to  bis  ns 
gularity  and  temperance  ?  He  can  only  sleep  less. 
We  will  do,  however,  all  we  can.  I  go  to  Lich- 
field to-morrow,  with  intent  to  hasten  to  Strcatham. 
"  Both  Mrs,  Aston  and  Dr.  Taylor  have  had 
strokes  of  the  palsy.  The  lady  was  siaty-eight, 
and  at  that  age  has  gained  ground  upon  it ;  the 
doctor  is,  you  know,  not  young,  and  he  is  quite 
well,  only  suspicious  of  every  sensation  in  the  pec- 
cant arm.  I  hope  my  dear  master's  case  is  yet 
slighter,  and  that,  as  his  age  b  less,  bis  recovery 
will  be  more  perfect.  Let  him  keep  bis  thoughts 
diverted,  and  his  mind  easy."' 
— Letters. 

JOHNSON  TO  THRALE. 

"  Lichfield,  June  S3. 1779. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  To  show  you  how  well  I  think 
of  your  health,  I  have  sent  you  an  hundred  pounds 
to  keep  for  me.  It  will  come  within  one  dsy  of 
quarter-day,  and  that  day  you  must  give  me.  I 
came  by  it  in  a  very  uncommon  nuuiner\  and 
would  not  confound  it  with  the  rest. 

"  My  wicked  mistress  talks  as  if  she  thought  it 
possible  for  me  to  be  indifferent  or  negligent  about 
your  health  or  hers.  If  I  could  have  done  any 
good,  I  had  not  delayed  an  hour  to  come  to  joo* 
and  I  will  come  very  soon  to  try  if  my  adTioe  caa 
be  of  any  use,  or  my  company  of  any  entertain- 
ment.* 

"  What  can  be  done,  you  must  do  ibr  yourself, 
Do  not  let  any  uneasy  thought  settle  in  your 
mind.  Cheerfulness  and  exercise  are  your  great 
remedies.  Nothing  is  for  the  present  worth  yov 
anxiety.  Ftvere  leeti  is  one  of  the  great  rules  of 
health.  I  believe  it  will  be  good  to  ride  often, bet 
never  to  weariness ;  for  weariness  is  itself  a  tempo- 
rary resolution  of  the  nerves,  and  is  therefore  to  bt 
avoided.  Labour  is  exercise  continued  to  &tigne  ; 
exercise  is  labour  used  only  while  it  prodnes 
pleasure. 

"  Above  all,  keep  your  mind  quiet.  Do  art 
think  with  earnestness  even  of  your  health,  ImI 
think  on  such  things  as  may  please  without  tea 
much  agitation  ;  among  which,  I  hope,  ia,  dear  Sltf» 
your,  &c..  Sax.  Joaxsov." 

— Letters. 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDa 

"  London,  June  50.  ITTSi 
**  Dear  Maoam,  —  I  have  sent  what  I  can  for 
your  German  friend.  At  this  time  it  is  very  difll- 
cult  to  get  any  money,  and  I  canitot  give  much.*  I 
am.  Madam,  your  most  affectionate  and  most  hma- 
ble  servant,  Sam.  Johhsom.*' 

—  Reyn.  MSS.'\ 


f- 


*  Was  it  from  the  Minister  for 
CaoKBa,  1847. 

»  He  came  to  town  soon  after  this  letter,  as  appears  to  Ik 
next  letter.  —  Caoaaa. 

A  It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Johnion^s  IniiliauilWf 
charity  to  Insert  this  othexwise  inslsniflcant  note.  Wha  k* 
says  that  he  cannot  give  nstcdk,  let  (t  be  rsoollectad,  ttat  III 
onlv  fixed  income  was  his  pension  of  3001.  a  year,  and  tkiftli 
had  four  or  fire  eleemosynary  *  ' 
Caoaia. 
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CHAPTER  LXIX. 


1779. 


Experiments  on  the  Constancy  of  Friend* Cobmel 

Jama  Stuart.  —  Choice  of  Guardian*.  —  Adven- 
turers to  the  East  Indies.  —  Poor  of  London.  — 
Papers  •*  Essay  on  Man."  —  Lord  Boiinghroke. 
Johnson's  Residences  in  London.  —  Conjugal  Inft- 
delity. —  Roman  Catholics.  — Helps  to  the  Study 
of  Greek.  —  Middlesex  Election.  —  House  of 
Commons.  —  Riyht  of  Expulsion George  Whit- 
field. —  Philip  Astley.  —  Keeping  Company  with 
Infidels.  —  Irish  Union.  —  Vulgar  Prosperity,  — 
"  The  Ambassador  says  well." —  Correspondence. 

I  DID  not  write  to  Johnson,  as  usual,  upon  my 
return  to  my  family ;  but  tried  how  he  would 
be  affected  by  my  silence.  Mr.  Dilly  sent  me 
a  copy  of  a  note  which  he  received  from  him 
on  the  13th  of  July,  in  these  words ;  — 

JOHNSON  TO  DILLY. 

«♦  Sib,  —  Since  Mr.  Bosvreira  departure,  I  have 
never  heard  from  him.  Please  to  send  word  what 
you  know  of  him,  and  whether  you  have  sent  my 
books  to  his  lady.     I  am,  &c., 

*•  Sam.  Johnson.** 

My  readers  will  not  doubt  that  his  solicitude 
about  me  was  very  flattering. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

-  July  13. 1779. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  What  can  possibly  have  hap- 
pened, thai  keeps  us  two  such  strangers  to  each 
other?  I  expected  to  have  heard  from  you  when 
you  came  home ;  1  expected  afterwards.  I  went 
into  the  country  and  returned  ;  and  yet  there  is  no 
letter  from  Mr.  Boswcll.  No  ill,  I  hope,  has  hap- 
pened ;  and  if  ill  should  happen,  why  should  it  be 
concealed  from  him  who  loves  you?  Is  it  a  fit  of 
humour,  that  has  disposed  you  to  try  who  can  hold 
out  longest  without  writing  ?  If  it  be,  you  have 
the  victory.  But  I  am  afraid  of  something  bad ; 
set  me  free  from  my  suspicions. 

"  My  thoughts  are  at  present  employed  in  guess- 
ing the  reason  of  your  silence  :  you  must  not  expect 
that  I  should  tell  you  any  thing,  if  I  had  any  thing 
to  tell.  Write,  pray  write  to  me,  and  let  me  know 
what  is  or  what  has  been  the  cause  of  this  long  in- 
terruption. I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  affectionate 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Johnson." 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"Edinburgh,  July  17. 1779. 
•*  Mv  DEAR  Sir,  —  What  may  be  justly  denomi- 
nated a  supine  indolence  of  mind  has  been  my  state 
of  existence  since  I  last  returned  to  Scotland.  In 
a  livelier  state  I  had  often  suffered  severely  from 
long  intervals  of  silence  on  your  part ;  and  I  had 
even  been  chid  by  you  for  expressing  my  uneasi- 
ness. I  was  willing;  to  take  advantage  of  my  in- 
»eoBibility,  and  while  I  could  bear  the  experiment, 
to  try  whether  your  affection  for  me  would,  after 
■n  unusual  silence  on  my  part,  make  you  write 
Srst.     This  afternoon  I  have  had  a  very  high  satis- 


fiietion  by  receiving  your  kind  letter  of  inquiry,  for 
which  I  most  gratefully  thank  you.  I  am  doubt- 
ful if  it  was  right  to  make  the  experiment ;  though 
1  have  gained  by  it.  I  was  beginning  to  grow 
tender,  and  to  upbraid  nriyself,  especially  after  having 
dreamt  two  nights  ago  that  I  was  with  you.  I, 
and  my  wife,  and  my  four  children,  are  all  well.  I 
would  not  delay  one  post  to  answer  your  letter ; 
but  as  it  is  late,  I  have  not  time  to  do  more.  You 
shall  soon  hear  from  me,  upon  many  and  various 
particulars ;  and  I  shall  never  again  put  you  to  any 
test.     I  am,  with  veneration,  my  dear  Sir,  your, 

&C.,  J  AUKS  Bos  WELL.** 

On  the  22d  of  July,  I  wrote  to  him  again ; 
and  gave  him  an  account  of  my  last  interview 
with  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Edward  Dillv,  at 
his  brother's  house  at  Southill  in  Bedfordshire, 
where  he  died  soon  after  I  parted  from  him, 
leaving  me  a  very  kind  remembrance  of  his 
resard. 

1  informed  him  that  Lord  Hailes,  who  had 
promised  to  furnish  him  with  some  anecdotes 
for  his  ^  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  had  sent  me  three 
instances  of  Prior's  borrowing  from  Qcmbatdd, 
in  Rectieil  des  Poetes^  tome  3.  Epigram  "  To 
John  I  owed  great  obligation,**  p.  25.  "  To 
the  Duke  of  Noailles,"  p.  32.  "  Sauntering 
Jack  and  idle  Joan,**  p.  35. 

My  letter  was  a  pretty  long  one,  and  con- 
tained a  variety  of  particul^;  but  he,  it 
should  seem,  had  not  attended  to  it ;  for  his 
next  to  me  was  as  follows :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Streatham,  Sept.  9.  1779. 

**  Mt  dear  Sir,  —  Are  you  playing  the  same 
trick  again,  and  trying  who  can  keep  silence  long- 
est ?  Remember  that  all  tricks  are  either  knavish 
or  childish  ;  and  that  it  is  as  foolish  to  make  expe- 
riments upon  the  constancy  of  a  friend,  as  upon  the 
chastity  of  a  wife. 

**  What  cun  be  the  cause  of  this  second  fit  of  si- 
lence, I  cannot  conjecture ;  but  after  one  trick,  I 
will  not  be  cheated  by  another,  nor  will  harass  my 
thoughts  with  conjectures  about  the  motives  of  a 
man  who,  probably,  acts  only  by  caprice.  I  there- 
fore suppose  you  arc  well,  and  that  Mrs.  Boswell 
is  well  too,  and  that  the  fine  summer  has  restored 
Ix)rd  Auchinleck.  I  am  much  better  than  you 
left  me ;  T  think  I  am  better  than  when  I  was  in 
Scotland. 

"  I  forgot  whether  I  informed  you  that  poor 
Thrale  has  been  in  great  danger.  Mrs.  l*hrale  like- 
wise has  miscarried,  and  been  much  indisposed. 
Every  body  else  is  well.  Langton  is  in  camp.  I 
intend  to  {)ut  I^ord  Hailes's  description  of  Drydcn* 
into  another  edition,  and,  as  I  know  his  accuracy, 
wish  he  would  consider  the  datet^,  which  I  could 
not  always  settle  to  my  own  mind. 

"  Mr.  Thrale  goes  to  Brighthelmstone,  about 
Michaelmas,  to  be  jolly  and  ride  a-hunting.  I  shall 
go  to  town,  or  perhaps  to  Oxford.     Exercise  and 


I  Which  I  communicated  to  him  trom  his  Lordship,  bat  it 
has  not  yet  been  published.  1  have  a  copy  of  It.  —  Boiiwill. 
The  few  notices  concemlDg  Drydeo.  which  Lord  Hailes  had 
collected,  Mr.  Doswell  afterwards  gave  me.  —  Maloni. 
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galetYf  or  rather  cm   "  HI,  I  hope,  di^sipHte 

uU  rt»mAttt<i  of  Uis  m  '  i  likewise  hope*  by 

ibc  changp  of  pUce  ',  ..-  ......  ^iue  upportuniticu  of 

jpfowing  yet  better  uiysvlf.      i  am,  deivr  Sir.  your, 
&c.,  S***.  JOIIMSOM." 

[■'  ScptoTDhcr,  1779. 

*•  On  the  J  7th,  Mr.  Cliamiertoak  me  away  with 
Itiin  from  Stretttlmm.  1  left  the  servants  a  guint'd 
Tor  my  hfolth,  unci  was  content  etiougb  to  escape 
into  n'haune  where  my  birth-day,  not  being  known, 
could  not  be  mentioned.  1  &at  up  till  midnight 
waR  past,  ftnd  the  day  of  a  now  year— a  very  awful 
day  —  iK'^an.  I  prayed  to  God,  wlio  had  utfcly 
brought  nie  to  tlie  beginning  of  another  year,  but 
eould  not  perfectly  recollect  the  prayer,  and  sup* 
plied  it,  Such  dCAertioa<(  of  meinory  I  have  aiwiiiys 
luul.  When  I  arose  on  the  18th,  I  think  I  prayed 
asir^iiii.  then  walked  with  my  friend  into  his  grounds. 
Wbcii  I  e«me  hack,  after  some  time  passed  in  the 
library,  fi.ndiu|^  myself  oppressed  by  sleepiness,  I 
retireil  to  my  eharalwr,  where  by  lying  down,  and  a 
chort  iiuperfeet  slumber,  I  was  refreshed,  and 
prayed  ^u  the  night  before.  1  then  dined  iind 
tnfled  in  the  parlour  and  library,  and  was  freed 
from  a  ^Tuple  about  Horace,  At  last  I  went  to 
heit,  having  first  composed  a  prayer. 

l9th,  Sunday.  — I  went  to  church  and  attended 
the  service.  I  found  at  church  a  time  to  u»e  my 
prayer.  *  O  Lord,  ham  merc^^  §rc.' "  "  —  PrayerM  and 
Mid.,  p.  222.] 

My  rearlers  will  cot  be  displeoseil  at  being 
told  every  slight  circumstance  of  the  iniiiiner 
in  whi*"h  Dr.  Johnson  contrivfil  to  amuse  Uia 
solitary  hours.  He  sonietimca  employed  him- 
self in  chemistry,  sonuitime^  in  watL*ring  and 
priming  n  vine,  sometimes  in  pmall  experi- 
uient«,  at  which  those  who  may  smile  should 
recollect  tlmt  there  arc  moment.*  which  admit 
of  ti^in^  soothed  only  by  trifles,^ 

On  the  20th  of  Se^^ttemher  I  defended  my- 
seJf  itgninit  his  suspteion  of  me,  which  I  did  not 
deserve ;  and  odrled,  *'  Pray  let  us  write  Ire* 
qutmtly,  A  whim  strikes  me,  that  we  fihould 
send  ofT  a  sheet  once  a  week,  like  a  stago- 
(K)ai-di,  whether  it  be  full  or  not ;  nny,  though 
it  should  be  empty.  The  very  sight  of  your 
himdwniing  would  comfort  n\e;  and  were  a 
sheet  to  be  thus  sent  regiihirly,  we  Fihould 
much  oftener  conve/  something,  were  it  only  a 
few  kind  wonU. 


■  It  «ppmr«  by  the  extract  frniD  hic  Pravrrt  and  Medita- 
lloiu.  r|.„t  1,1'  ^oni  for  «  few  day*  with  hU  fHmd  Antony 
Cli  .  ,.'l,n.3.)   to  hl»  vUln^  n^-ar   Ep«i>m:   grlad 

*'  I  fist  irkfre  kit  birthdiiif  (18th  Sept.)  fytuid 

nt'i  -  CinjaKw,  1H47. 

'  i>'  civer  in  ibo  printoil  collection  l>f|[iiinlng 
jriM'  ^^..r.U.  — Cnoar*.  1«47, 


My  friend*  D'      '  ' 
mix  of  the  Earl  ' 

himmjlf  as   a  g<nMi  umrii  ii.fnisairr 

inilitiu,  had  tnkeu  a  public  rctulatiiA 

to  Hcrve  his  rourih^  K:.   w.  ^    t.^  «jT^ 

ing  A  regular  iv 
inand  of  it   liim- 
Immen.«ie  property  of  \Vot  i 
nottrable.     liavlLg  been  i; 
ing,  he  obligingly  iiske<l  me  ti»  .. 
to  Leeds,  then  the  heud-qutirt* 
from  thence  to  Londcm  for  a 
tifterwards  to  other  places  to  u 
ment  might  be  ordered,     Such  .^n   nfji 
time  of  the  year  when  I  had  full  Icisu 
very  plesising ;  especially  as  I  -- 
pauy  a  man  of  sterling  good  seii  - 
discernment,  and  conviviality,  iii^  ,  ,. ...  ^.i 
a  second  crop,  in  one  yeju:,  of  Lci&di 
Johni^on.     Of  this  I  infonued   luv    \\\\ 
friend  in  characteristictil  warm  t 
ter  dated  the  30th  of  Septembc 

On  Monday,  October  4.,  I  cull 
before  he  wrts  up,    He  sent  for 
side,  and  expressed  his  8uti»facli 
dentol  meeting,  with  as  much  \  \ 
hud  been  in  the  gaiety  of  youth.      i 
briijkly,  "  Frank*  co  niid  get  cotfee, 
breakfast  i«  itnlemuut." 

During  this  visit  to  Londotj,  I  lud 
interviews  with  him,  which  it  is  u 
distingui^h  parlicuWly.     1  consulted 
the  appointment  of  guardians  to   wiy 
in  case  of  my  death.     "  Sir,"  snid  Iil*, 
appoint  a  number  of  guardians.      Wti.ti 
are  many,  they  trust  one  to  ai, 
business  is  neglected.     I  wouM 
choose  only  one  :  let  him  be  a  mmi  oi  i 
able  character,  who,  for  hia  own  credit, 
what  IB  right ;  let  him  be  a  rich  uw\^ 
he  may  be  under  no  temptation  to  ukv 
tage  ;  and  let  him  be  a  man  of  btintDess, 
used  to  conduct  nilUirj  with  ability 
pertness,  to  whom,  therefore,  the  ex* 
the  trust  will  not  be  hiinheDsonae*" 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.   Til  RALE. 
"Oct,  8.  1779. —0«  Sunday  the  goat  IcR 
ankles,  and  I  went  very  commodiously  lo 


Nt  StrtAtham  on»  tmiUDcr.  An4  dlfprto<) 


iUL' 


all  .iijF  .nti-n 
ihnrt  tight    1 


Hut 


ft  df 
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l)n  Monilny  n'l^hl  I  foU  my  hvt  ii»ea«y.  On 
Tui'«dity  I  wtiD  quiu*  lame ;  that  ni^ht  T  tonk  an 
opbli',  tmvinv;  lirst  Ukni  phy«c  tnd  fa^tiHl.  To- 
iriiriU  luortiitt^  un  Wi'diiirsdAy  the  pain  rcnitttrd. 
BoTTv  came  to  iiie^  ««d  much  talk  wt  hud.  t 
flHtcd  ftmither  day  ;  and  on  WudiiuMliiy  night  could 
il'  ■  '  ^\).  On  Thurxduy,  finding  mysdr 
ntiired  nri  my  dinner,  wtiich  I  thittk 
icmipjcd  my  coovnlcwcncf.  To-day 
I  h»ve  again  taken  phyfic,  and  eaten  only  some 
Kt«wtfd  apple*.  I  hope  lo  ilorve  it  aw»y»  It  la 
now  nil  worse  Iban  it  was  at  Brighchelnwtonc."] 
— l^rtter*. 

On  Sui\dfty,  October  10.^  we  diinMl  together 
lit  Air.  SLruimn'iJ.  The  convcrsatiun  uaviug 
turutni  on  the  pfe vailing  practice  of  going  to 
ihe  Eaot  Indies  in  quest  of  wealth; — Joim- 
ftOM.  '"  A  miiu  hud  better  have  ten.  thouHund 
pounds  at  the  end  of  ten  jear«  passed  in  Kog- 
lurid,  thiifi  Iwcnty  thousand  pounds  at  the  end 
of  wn  ycjirii  piissed  in  Indiu^H  because  jou  must 

* I  It  you  give  for  luoiiev;  aitd  the 

lived  ton  yeftr:^  in  India  has  given 
..,  of  social   comfort,  and  all  those 

li'i  hich  ari»e  from  living  in  England. 

'J  I  :s  Mr.  Brown,  distin»»uished  bj  the 

iiaiuc  Kit  L'up*ibUihj  Brt}wn\  tola  rue,  that  he 
waa  <ifu?e  nt  the  sent  of  Lord  Ciive»  who  had 
rt.'turned  froiu  India  with  (ireat  wealth;  aud 
thftt  he  iihowt'd  him  nt  the  door  of  his  bed- 
',  which  he  sftid  he  had 
upon  which  lirown  ob- 
1  i   y*>\i  c»n  bear  it  so  near 


chaiul)vr  a 
oucf'  lujil  fu 


\. 


>'■•  "'*'  the  poor  in  Lon- 
A'ek'h,  the  justice, 
*  i.»r  Ilulburn,  and 
httii  liic  best  opiHirtimitied  of  knowing  the  state 
of  tjjc  p«)or,  told  ine,  that  I  underrated  tlie 
number,  when  I  computed  that  twenty  u  week, 
♦  h;»l  t«<,  ;dMJvt'  rt  fhousuud  a  year,  died  of  hun- 
!y  of  immediate  hunger,  but 
I  other  disease*!  which  are  the 
r.  This  happeusj  only 
London,  where  peojjlc 
•  :ire  t*dd  about  the 
1?  not  true:   the 

vrm    Ti.riv    .  jtrpeud 

I  work* 
'  :  those 
u  used  to  work  at  it  eiin,  for  some 
nothing  else.  You  meet  a  inaa 
»^v^."ii  .  '  ■'«  t'liarjje  him  with  idlcnef« :  he 
•i*y».,  *  1  ani  Hilliu;^  li>  labour.  Will  you  give 
rot'  woik?'  —  *1  cannot/  —  *  Wh^v»  lhcn»  vou 
hate  luj  ri^'ht  to  ihar^'c  mc  with  rdlcne*s.'  * 


don.  JoiiMiox.  '' 
who  wa,*  on  CO  hi. 


gtir;  n. 
i>f  the '. 

io 


Hi 


Hm|^  ihm  ritolir*(ird  laTTitkraiie  r«rdi>iiiT, 

'iMnnaa  fruni  hU  hitLiil  uf  «■>}  tii^  ihat  the 

iipon  had  '*  fHptihtttt(itt."-'Cikvniki», 


njtiittJitic«t  th«t  f»vp  fmtnt 


We  left  Mr.  Strahan'a  at  sevon,  t»  John- 

wm  had  said  he  intended  to  ?"  »  >  *v.  nil"-' 
prayers.  As  we  walke<i  uloiie, 
of  a  little  gout  in  his  toe,  and 
gf)  to  prayers  to-night :  I  shall  go  to-inorT«w  : 
whenever  I  iui»9  church  on  a  8untJuy,  1  resolve 
to  go  another  diiy.  But  I  do  not  alway»  do 
it.*  This  was  a  fair  exhibition  of  that  vibni- 
llon  betwecti  pious  resolutions  and  indolenee, 
which  many  of  us  have  too  olleii  cxjxriemvd. 

I  went  home  with  him,  and  we  hiui  a  long 
quiet  conven^ntioii. 

I  read  him  a  letter  from  Dr.  Hugh  Dhiir 
concerning  Pope  (in  writiri^:  whose Jifo  he  was 
now  cmpioyed),  which  T  mimll  iriaert  us  ii  Y^U'- 
T%xy  cunosily.  ^ 

DR.   DLAIR   iO  UOSVVELL. 

**BrmiBlilon  P*rli,  »»pL  II.  ITT*. 

'*  DK^a  Sia,  —  In  the  year  I7C3,  being  nt  Loo- 
don,  I  wtt*  eanrted  by  Dr.  Jahn  RIatr.  Prchend«ry 
of  Wi'^tminster,  to  dine  nt  old  Lord  Di!ithur%l'%« 
where  we  louiui  the  Intir  Mr.  MnJk't,  Sir  Jntnin 
Porter,  who  hud  bfun  Hint>aHijtdur  wl  CuuJtluntin(»» 
pltf,  ihc  l»tc  Dr  M4cauUy,  «ind  li*o  or  three  mon-* 
The  convers;itiuii  turning  on  Mr.  Pope,  Lord 
Bathurst  told  us,  that  ihe  '  Ewny  on  M»«'  waa 
originaiUy  com)K>»cd  by  Lord  HoUni^broke  in  pro»c, 
and  that  Mr.  Pope  did  no  more  th."in  put  it  into 
Tcr»e:  that  he  had  read  Lord  Dolingbrokc'* 
monuvciipt  in  hts  own  handwriiirj^  ■  and  ta* 
membfri'd  well,  that  he  was  4l  a  l*»vs  wln-lher  mmt 
to  itjiitire  the  elcgjirec  or  Lord  linUnghrukir'ii 
pn»M»,  nr  the  bcnuty  cif  Mr,  Pope's  Terse.  \Vlu»n 
Lord  Bathnr%t  told  chttt,  Air.  Mallvi  bade  me 
Attend,  and  ri'memhcr  thi»  rereuirkable  piece  of  in- 
farrrtation  ;  a«,  by  the  courw  of  nature,  I  might 
Rurtivc  hi*  V  '  t-i  ■  vl  h«  n  witness  of  Imhavuig 
said  v>.     'I '  .un  was  indeed  too  remark- 

able   to  be   I  ^  A  few  days  after,  meeting 

with  you,  who  were  then  bIhj  at  London,  you  will 
remember  that  I  utcrntioned  to  you  what  hud 
passed  on  thiit  subject,  an  I  was  much  struck  with 
this  anecdote.  But  what  .t>>cert.itn!i  my  reeollvc* 
tion  of  it,  beyond  dntdit,  in,  t'  '  '  ■  —  jircuslomeil 
to  keep   a  joyrnnl   of  w)i«t    i  i   f  was  at 

I^ndon,  winch  I  wrote  (ut  ';?,    I    find 

the  particulnn  oi  the  nl  JTual  a«  I 

hnve  now  given  them,  •  ;  and  am 

thence  enabled  to   (ii  i    to    havv 

pa>M*d  uti  FritLiy«  the  '.' 

"  1  remember  at       '  1  hav«  not 

for  till*  the  author  >,  tho  a*n- 

verviuiiin  gaing  nr  n,   J  took 

notice  erf  n  report  whn  imc*  pro- 

p«f(atcd  that  he  did  n<>t  k.      laird 

Bathurst  laid  to  mo  thai  Ic  kuc»  iliut  lu  be  fa}%e; 
for  that  pan  of  the   Iliad  waa  translated  by  Mr. 


rnony.  t\%.  tKat  of  llM  latH  Lord  HalhurttH  who  M«r  ta»  v 

•  fiiu.-    ■.kl.-irii    .ir   1  K.<    <i    i^il  ,.A.    ff.k.'i    Uiiiri    I  t<i.-    A>ilit>4>li 


a.— 
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Pope  in  his  house  in  the  country ;  and  that  in  the 
morning  when  they  assembled  at  breakfast,  Mr. 
Pope  used  frequently  to  repeat,  with  great  rapture, 
the  Greek  lines  which  he  had  been  translating, 
and  then  to  give  them  his  version  of  them,  and  to 
compare  them  together. 

*'  If  these  circumstances  can  be  of  any  use  to 
Dr.  Johnson,  you  have  my  full  liberty  to  give 
them  to  him.  1  beg  you  will,  at  the  same  time, 
present  to  him  my  most  respectful  compliments, 
with  best  wishes  for  his  success  and  fame  in  all  his 
literary  undertakings.  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
my  dearest  Sir.  your  most  affectionate  and  obliged 
humble  servant,  IIuou  Blair  ** 

Johnson.  "  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  this  is  too 
strongly  stated,  rope  may  have  had  from 
Bolingbroke  the  philosophic  stamina  of  hb  Es- 
say ;  and  admitting  this  to  be  true,  Lord 
Bathurst  did  not  intentionally  falsify.'  But  the 
thing  is  not  true  in  the  latitude  that  Blair  seems 
to  imagine  ;  we  are  sure  that  the  poetical  ima- 
gery, which  makes  a  grout  part  of  the  poem, 
was  Pope's  own.  It  is  amazing.  Sir,  what  de- 
viations there  are  from  precise  truth,  in  the 
account  which  is  given  ot  almost  every  thing. 
I  told  jVIrs.  Thrale,  '  You  have  so  little  anxiety 
about  truth,  that  you  never  tax  your  memory 
with  the  exact  thin^.'  Now  what  is  the  use  of 
the  memory  to  truth,  if  one  is  careless  of  ex- 
actness ?  Lord  Hailes's  *  Annals  of  Scotland  * 
are  very  exact ;   but  they  contain  mere   dry 

farticulars.  They  are  to  be  considered  as  a 
)ictionarv.  You  know  such  things  are  there, 
and  may  be  looked  at  when  you  please.  Ro- 
bertson paints ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  you  are 
sure  he  does  not  know  the  people  whom  he 
paint^s ;  so  you  cannot  suppose  a  likeness. 
Characters  should  never  be  given  by  an  histo- 
rian, unless  he  knew  the  per>ple  whom  he  de- 
scribes, or  copies  from  those  who  knew  them." 
BoswELL.  "  Why,  Sir,  do  pem)le  play  this 
trick  which  I  observe  now,  when  I  look  at  your 
grate,  putting  the  shovel  a^inst  it  to  make  the 
fire  bum  ? "  Johkson.  "They  play  the  trick, 
but  it  does  not  make  the  fire  burn.*  There  is 
a  belter  (setting  the  poker  perpendicularly  up 
at  right  angles  with  the  grate).  In  days  of 
superstition  they  thought,  as  it  made  a  cross 
with  the  bars,  it  would  drive  away  the  witch." 
BoswEix.  "  By  associating  with  you.  Sir,  I 
am  always  getting  an  accession  of  wisdom. 
But  perhaps  a  man,  after  knowing  his  own 
character  —  the  limited  strength  of  his  own 
mind  —  should  not  be  desirous  of  having  too 


>  Porhnp>  what  Lord  Bathurst  mw  wu  atorii'tof  Metaphy- 
Kieal  MSS.,  mentioned  hjr  Bolingbroke  in  hi*  poitscript  to 
PopeV  iL>ttcr  to  Swift,  IMh  Sept.  1734  ;  but  these  were  at  that 
date  ttill  incomplete,  and  the  first  part  of  the  "  A>f/iy  on 
Man  "  had  been  published  early  in  1733.  and  the  last  part  in 
January,  1734.  — Croker.  1847. 

9  it  certainly  does  make  the  Are  burn :  by  repelling  the  air, 
it  throws  a  blast  on  the  fire,  and  so  performs  the  part  in  some 
degree  of  a  blower  or  bellows.  _  Kbarnky.  Dr.  Kearney's 
observation  applies  only  to  the  skopr/,  and  even  so.  very  im> 
perfectly ;  but  by  thore  who  have  faith  in  the  experiment,  the 
p-tkrr  is  supposed  to  be  equally  efficacious.  After  all,  it  Is 
pouible  that  there  may  be  some  magnetic  or  electrical  In- 
fluence which,  in  tiie  pi  ogress  of  science,  may  be  explained ; 


much  wisdom,  considering,  qtdd  vtdeamt  kuwteri^ 
how  little  he  can  carry."  Johhsox.  "  Sir,  be 
as  wise  as  you  can ;  let  a  man  be  tdiu  ItebUj 
sapiens  sibi : 

*  Though  pleased  to  see  the  dolphins  play, 
I  mind  my  compass  and  my  way.*' 


You  may  be  wise  in  your  study  in  tbe  ] 
ing,  and  gay  in  company  at  a  tavern  in  tbe  f 
evening.    Lvery  man  is  to  take  care  of  his  own 
wisdom  and  his  own  virtue,  without  minding 
too  much  what  others  think.'* 

He  said,  "  Dodsley  first  mentioned  to  me 
the  scheme  of  an  £nglish  Dictionary ;  but  I  ! 
had  long  thought  of  it."  Boswrll.  "Yot 
did  not  know  what  you  were  undertaking.'* 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  I  knew  very  weU  wEat 
I  was  undertaking,  and  very  well  how  to  do 
it,  and  have  done  it  very  well,*'  fioswux. 
"  An  excellent  climax !  and  it  has  availed  yon. 
In  your  preface  you  say,  *  What  would  it  avtil 
me  in  this  gloom  of  solitude  ?  *  You  have  beea 
agreeably  mistaken.'* 

In  his  life  of  Milton,  he  observes,  **•  I  cannot 
but  remark  a  kind  of  respect,  perhaps  nncon- 
sciously,  paid  to  this  great  man  by  his  biogn* 
phers  :  every  house  in  which  he  resided  is  nii- 
torically  mentioned,  as  if  it  were  an  injury  to 
neglect  naming  any  place  that  he  honoured  by 
his  presence."  I  had,  before  I  read  this  ob- 
servation, been  desirous  of  showinff  that  re* 
spect  to  Johnson,  by  various  inquiries.  Find- 
ing  him  this  evening  in  a  very  good  humour,  I 
prevailed  on  him  to  give  me  an  exact  list  of 
his  places  of  residence,  since  he  entered  tbe 
metropolis  as  an  author,  which  I  subjoin  in  a 
note.* 

I  mentioned  to  him  a  dispute  between  a 
friend  of  mine  and  his  lady,  concerning  conja- 
gal  infidelity,  which  my  friend  had  mamtained 
was  b^  no  means  so  bad  in  the  husband  as  m 
the  wife.  Johnson.  *'  Your  friend  was  in  tbe 
right,  Sir.  Between  a  man  and  his  Maker  it 
is  a  difi*ercnt  question :  but  between  a  maa 
and  his  wife,  a  husband's  infidelity  is  nothing. 
They  are  connected  by  children,  by  fortune, 
by  serious  considerations  of  community.  "Wm 
married  women  don't  trouble  themselves  aboot 
infidelity  in  their  husbands."  Bosweix.  "To 
be  sure  there  is  a  great  difference  between  tbe 
offence  of  infidelity  in  a  man  and  that  of  bii 
wife."  Johnson.  "  The  difference  is  boimd- 
less.  The  man  imposes  no  bastards  upon  Ui 
wife."* 


and  what  has  b(>en  thuuKht  a  vulffar  trick,  maj  be  ptx>*eili 

be  a  philosophical  exprdirnt.  —  CaoKEa. 

3  "  TheSi'leen,"  a  po«.>ni  [by  Matthew  Green] Bocwnu 

*  Which  the  reader  hai  already  seen  traniierred  to  &  A 

—  CaOKBR. 

»  See  also  antS,  p.  193.  This  however  scemt  lnn»uii«rM 
Illustration  of  a  *'  boundlc$$  difference."  The  introdwUsa 
of  a  basUrd  into  a  family,  though  a  great  lojiutlce  ■><  ■ 
great  crime,  is  only  one  consequence  (and  that  an  \n\  w\smA 
and  accidental  one)  of  a  greater  crime  and  a  more  yfT^*^ 
injustica.  The  precaution  or  Julia,  alluded  to  omte^  p.  ISH.dH 
not  render  her  Innocent.  In  a  moral  aod  In  a  rviigkjut  ikw, 
tbe  guilt  is  no  doubt  oaual  in  man  or  woman  ;  but  hart  ail 
both  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Boswell  overlooked,  on  this  wfli* 
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Uere  it  may  be  questioned,  whether  John- 
son was  entirely  in  the  right.  I  suppose  it 
will  not  be  controverted,  that  the  difference  in 
the  degree  of  criminality  is  very  great,  on  ac- 
count of  consequences:  but  still  it  may  be 
maintained,  that,  independent  of  moral  obliga- 
tion, infidelity  is  by  no  means  a  light  offence 
in  a  husband ;  because  it  must  hurt  a  delicate 
attachment,  in  which  a  mutual  constancy  is  im- 
plied, with  such, refined  sentiments  as  Massin- 
ger  has  exhibited  in  his  play  of  "  The  Picture." 
Johnson  probably  at  another  time  would  have 
admitted  this  oi)inion.  And  let  it  be  kept  in 
remembrance,  that  he  was  very  careful  not  to 
give  any  encouragement  to  irregular  conduct. 
A  gentleman,  not  adverting  to  the  distinction 
made  by  him  upon  this  subject,  supposed  a 
case  of  singulur  perverseness  in  a  wife,  and 
heedlessly  said,  "  That  then  he  thought  a  hus- 
band might  do  as  he  pleased  with  a  safe  con- 
science." Johnson.  '*  Nay,  Sir,  this  is  wild 
indeed  (smiling) ;  you  must  consider  that  forni- 
cation is  a  crime  in  a  single  man,  and  you  can- 
not have  more  liberty  by  beinor  married." 

He  this  evening  expressed  himself  strongly 
against  the  Roman  Catholics,  observing,  ^*In 
every  thinnj  in  which  they  differ  from  us,  they 
are  wronjj. '  He  was  even  against  the  invoca- 
tion of  samts ;  in  short,  he  was  in  the  humour 
of  opposition. 

Having  regretted  to  him  that  I  had  learnt 
little  Greek,  as  is  too  generally  the  case  in 
Scotland ;  that  I  had  for  a  long  time  hardly 
applied  at  all  to  the  study  of  that  noble  lan- 
^age,  and  that  I  was  desirous  of  being  told  by 
him  what  method  to  follow ;  he  recommended 
as  easy  helps,  Sylvanus's  "  First  Book  of  the 
Ilia<l ; "  Dawson's  "  Lexicon  to  the  Greek  New 
Testament ;  '*  and  "  Hesiod,"  with  "  Pasorie's 
Lexicon"  at  the  end  of  it. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

"London,  Oct.  in 779. 

"  I  do  not  see  why  you  should  trouble  yourself 
with  physicians  while  Mr.  Thrale  grows  better. 
Company  and  bustle  will,  I  hope,  complete  his 
cure.  Let  him  gallop  over  the  Downs  in  the 
morning,  call  his  friends  about  him  to  dinner,  and 
fn%k  in  the  rooms  at  night,  and  outrun  time  and 
outface  misfortune.  Notwithstanding  all  authori* 
ties  against  bleeding,  Mr.  Tlirale  bled  himself  well 
ten  days  ago. 

*'  You  will  lead  a  jolly  life,  and  perhaps  think 


sion,  a  toeial  view  of  this  subject,  and  which  Is.  perhapi.  the 
true  rea»on  of  the  greater  indulgence  which  U  irencrally 
afToriled  to  the  JnQdelity  of  the  man  —  1  mean  the  eRect  on 
the  personal  character  of  the  different  sexes.  The  crime  does 
not  seem  to  alter  or  debase  the  qualities  of  the  man.  in  any 
euential  dcftree ;  but  when  the  superior  purity  and  delicacy 
of  the  uwman  is  once  conlaminaled.  it  is  destroyed  — facilit 
dnenuu*  Averni—  she  generally  falls  Into  utter  aeeradation ; 
and  thence,  probably.  U  is  that  society  makes  a  distinction 
eooforraable  to  it*  own  interests  —  it  conniTes  at  the  offence 
uf  men,  k>ecauAe  men  are  not  much  deteriorated  a*  membrr$ 
tlfmemeral  viciety  by  the  offence,  and  It  is  serere  against  the 
oOSiirA  of  women,  becaiue  women,  as  members  of  nociety,  are 
utterly  mined  by  it  This  view  of  the  subject  will  be 
illustrated  by  a  converse  proposition  —  for  instance :  The 
world  thinks  not  the  worse,  nay  rather  the  better,  of  a  wontafs 


little  of  me;  but  I  have  been  invited  twice  to  Mrs. 
Vesey's  eonv«r»at\o%y  but  have  not  gone.  The 
gout  that  was  in  my  ankles,  when  Queeny  criti- 
cised ray  gait,  passed  into  my  toe,  but  1  have 
hunted  it,  and  starved  it,  and  it  makes  no  figure. 
It  has  drawn  some  attention,  for  Lord  and  Lady 
Lucan  sent  to  inquire  after  me.  This  is  all  the 
news  that  I  have  to  tell  you.  Yesterday  1  dined 
with  Mr.  Strahan,  and  Boswell  was  there.  We 
shall  be  both  to>morrow  at  Mr.  Ramsay's.** 

On  Tuesday,  October  12.,  I  dined  with  him 
at  Mr.  Ramsay's,  with  Lord  Newhaven ',  and 
some  other  comnany,  none  of  whom  I  recollect, 
but  a  beautiful  Miss  Graham*,  a  relation 
[niece]  of  his  Lordship's,  who  asked  Dr.  John- 
son to  hob  or  nob  with  her.  He  was  flattered 
by  such  pleasing  attention,  and  politely  told 
her,  he  never  drank  wine ;  but  it  she  would 
drink  a  glass  of  water,  he  was  much  at  her  ser- 
vice. She  accepted.  "  Oho,  Sir ! "  said  Lord 
Newhaven,  "you  are  caught."  Johnson. 
**Nay,  I  do  not  see  how  lam  caught;  but  if  I 
am  caught,  I  don't  want  to  get  free  again.  If 
I  am  caught,  I  hope  to  be  kept."  Then,  when 
the  two  glasses  of  water  were  brought,  smiling 
placidly  to  the  young  lady,  he  saii^  "  Madam, 
let  us  reciprocate.^ 

Lord  Newhaven  and  Johnson  carried  on  an 
argument  for  some  time  concerning  the  Mid- 
dlesex election.  Johnson  said,  "Parliament 
may  be  considered  as  bound  by  law,  as  a  man 
is  bound  where  there  is  nobody  to  tie  the  knot. 
As  it  is  clear  that  the  House  of  Commons  may 
expel,  and  expel  again  and  again,  why  not  al- 
low of  the  power  to  incapacitate  for  that  par- 
liament, rather  than  have  a  perpetual  contest 
kept  up  between  parliament  ancl  the  people  ?" 
Lord  Newhaven  took  the  opposite  side ;  but 
respectfully  said,  "  I  speak  with  great  defer- 
ence to  you.  Dr.  Johnson ;  I  spe^  to  be  in- 
structed." This  had  its  full  eflect  on  my 
friend.  He  bowed  his  head  almost  as  low  as 
the  table  to  a  complimenting  nobleman,  and 
called  out,  "  My  lord,  my  lord,  I  do  not  desire 
all  this  ceremonv ;  let  us  tell  our  minds  to  one 
another  quietly. '  Aft«r  the  debate  was  over, 
he  said,  "I  have  got  lights  on  the  subject 
to-day,  which  I  had  not  before."  ITiis  was 
a  ^reat  deal  from  him,  especially  as  he  had 
written  a  pamnhlet  upon  it. 

He  observea,  "  The  House  of  Commons  was 
originally  not  a  privilege  of  the  people,  but  a 
check,  for  the  crown,  on  the  House  of  Lords. 


for  wanting  courage  ;  but  such  a  defect  in  a  ffMM  is  wholly 
unpardonable,  because,  as  Johnson  wiselv  and  wittily  said, 
''  he  who  has  not  the  virtue  of  courage  has  no  securitv  for 
any  other  virtu**."  Society,  therefore,  requires  ehatUtf/  from 
women  as  it  does  courage  from  mm.  See  Montesquieu, 
Esprit  det  Lot*,  b.  ril.  ch.  H.,  where  he  proceeds  on  the  prin- 
ciple, that  chastity  is,  in  th^/emale  character,  Uie  foundation 
ind  guardian  of  every  other  virtue,  and  the  very  basis  of 
40cietf.  — Crorbr. 

>  \N  illiara  Mayne,  Esq.  was  created  a  Baronet  in  17G3  ;  a 
privv  counsellor  in  Ireland  in  17fi6  ;  and  in  1776  advanced  to 
the  Irish  peerage  bv  the  title  of  Baron  Newhaven.  lie  took 
a  bu>y  part  in  the  intrigues,  jobs,  and  squabbles  which  con. 
stitutcd  the  Irish  politics  of  his  day.  —  Caokaa. 

9  Now  the  lady  of  Sir  Henry  Dasbwood,  Bart.  —  BoiweLL. 
To  whom  she  was  married  in  July  1780.  —  CaoKsa. 
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I  remetiihcr,  Henry  VITL  wanted  them  to  do 
something  ;  th'iv  hosituted  in  the  mnrnin^%  but 
did  It  in  the  utternoon.  He  told  them,  '  It,  is 
well  von  did  ;  or  half  your  beads  bhould  have 
b<-»cn*  u|wn  Tenjple  Bar. ' '  But  the  Hoiu^e 
orCornmons  b  now  no  longer  under  the  power 
of  the  crown,  tind  therefore  must  1m?  bribed." 
He  ndded,  ''I  hftve  no  delight  in  talking  of 
public  nlTuirs/' 

Of  Iiis  fellow  collegian*,  the  eclebrated  ^Ir. 
Goorire  "\ATiitdield,  he  said,  •' Whiteliehl  never 
drew  luj  iniieh  attention  as  a  mountebank  doe-n: 
he  did  not  draw  uttention  bj  *loing  better  than 
others,  but  by  doiny;  what  wiis  strange-  Were 
^Vntlej'  t-o  preach  a  senmm  *tiwidin;4  upon  bis 
head  on  a  horse's  buck,  he  would  collect  a  mul- 
titude to  hear  linn ;  but  no  wise  man  wouhl 
say  he  had  made  a  iK-tter  sermon  for  that,  I 
never  treated  AVhilefield's  ministry  with  con- 
tempt; I  believe  be  did  goo<l.  He  had  de- 
voted himself  to  the  lower  classes  of  mankind, 
and  among  tlicm  he  was  of  use.  But  when 
familiarity  and  noise  claim  the  praise  due  to 
knowledge,  art,  and  elegance,  we  must  beat 
down  such  pretensions."* 

What  I  have  preserved  of  his  conversation 
during  the  remainder  of  mv  ^tay  iu  London  at 
this  tune  ia  only  what  follows:^!  told  him 
that  when  T  object^'d  to  keejjing  company  with 
a  notxirious  infidel,  a  celebrated  friend^  of  ours 
said  to  me,  '*  I  do  not  think  that  men  who  live 
laxly  in  the  worI«l,  as  you  and  I  d«A,  can  with 
propriety  assume  such  an  authority:  Dr.  John- 
son may,  who  ia  uniformly  exemplary  in  his 
conduct.  But  it  la  not  very  can.sistent  to  shun 
an  infidel  to-day,  and  get  drunk  to-morrow." 
JomvsoK.  "Nay,  Sir,  tbiB  ia  sad  reasoning. 
Because  a  msin  cannot  be  right  in  all  things,  is 
he  to  be  right  in  nulhing  1;'  Because  a  man 
sometimes  gets  drunk,  ib  he  therefore  to  steal  ? 
Thii<  doctrine  would  very  soon  bring  a  man  to 
the  gjilhtws.*' 

After  all,  however,  it  is  a  difficult  qtiestion 
how  far  sincere  Christians  i^hould  associate  with 
the  avowed  enemies  of  religion ;  for,  in  the  first 
place,  almost  every  man^s  mind  may  be  more 
or  less  '^  corrupted  by  evil  communications ; " 
secondly,  the  world  may  very  nuturuUy  siip- 
pofc  that  they  are  not  reiifly  in  earnest  m 
religion,  who  can  easily  bear  its  ouponents; 
and   thirdly,  if  the  profane  find  ttieniselvefl 


t  Jnhn«fin'«  memory  wa*  hire  guWly  of  ah  aiKtrhMtitim, 
JUnttt  were,  n.i  Mr.  1*  Cuniiltigham  Infonnn  TD^,  nr»t  pl*cH 

nil  'i,-"'vr-    h'.rr    IP  Willi  im    II  L'.    liiiK'.      Thi'    .ii]rr,U,H.    t.:l,l 
Uy  i  ' 

AUth 

to  Ml 

tliM  jii.Ki.i   t.Lll,  tiiLTi  o!'ji'fi,-a  tu  O-'uMj..  did  not   I'-'M  — 
Clioliiiti.  fM7. 

ImiV..-   -    ■■        '    '         "   .      •    i    ■"  ,   , 

mill  I 

Ihrr 

tlri«iUK)i  thcry  were  ImjOi  ot  I  he*  tiitnc  collrgr.  «-  Hail,  —  LRi>- 
KStt. 

•   rUIIlp   NAtli-\.    a    f,-l.t,iMl.-l    l.,,r..>.rl.li'r.    v.\„,    (li-t    rv. 

v»v  I  ,    ,t 


J«l 


quite  well  received  bv     '  ne  wT 

checks  upon  au  G|»en  (hcsr  ii 

fidelity,  and  one  of  the  pi 
obliging  them  seriously  to  r 
being  shimned  would  do,  is  i 

He,  I  know  not  why,  shc*^ 

sions  an  aver&ion  to  go  to  L  .'. „:.. 

proposed  to  him  that  we  should  toAkc  a 
JoiiNsos.    **  It  is  the  last  plAi.-e  tluii  1 
wish  to  travel/'    Boj^wbjll.    *"  Sboulti  yem 
like  to  see  Dublin,  Sir?"      Joukbov.    **  K^| 
Sir ;  Dublin  18  only  a  wor»e  capilaL'*     Bc»-j 
wEUu    '•''  Is  not  the  Giiuit*s  CAUscway  « 
Bceiug?"    JouNsox.    *' Worth  Boeu^f 
but  not  worth  going  to  see.** 

Yet  he  had  a  kindness  for  the   T      ^ 
and    thus   generouLily  expresstnl 
gentleman  from  that  cuunfr- 
of  an  union  which  artful  ]n^\ 
had  in  view  :  "  Do  not  mak'.  ... 
Sir.     We  should  unite  with  y\u^ 
you.     We  should  hare  robbetl  n 
tlicy  had  had  any   thing   of  wbida  wv 
have  robbed  them.'* 

Of  ftu  acnuaintance  of  ours,  wliose 
and  every  tiling  about  him,  though 
were  coiirse,  he  said,  *•  Sir,  you   so* 
vulgar  prosperity/' 

A  foreign  minister  of  no  very  liigU 
who  had  been  in  hi;!  company  for  a  i 
able  time  quite  overlooked,  hupp-  - 
to   mention   that   he   had    rcaa 
'■^  liambfer*^  ill  Italian,  and  admi: 
This  pleased  him  greatly  ^    ho   « 
the  title  hojd  been  tranalated  Jl  ( 
though  I  have  been  told  it  wtt*  i 
ludicrously  Jl  Vagtibfnuio ;  ant)  firt 
minister  gave  such  a  proof  *  i 
all  attention  to  him,  and  'l 
which  be  made,  however  i^iinpl'jH^    l 
'*  The  ambassador  ^ays  well ;   )»is  E: 

observei^ ;"    and  ihen  he  » 

enriched  the  little  thnt  had   be. 

strong  a  manner,  tiisii  it  jip- 

of  consc*quence,     Thi:*  wa^  , 
taining  to  the  company  who 
many  a  time  allerwards  it  fumb-i 
tojjic  of  merriment.     "  The   orni 
weir*  became  a  laughable   term  ol 
when  no  mighty  matter  had  beea  exp 


Dulilln.  <unl  mtgrfltM  wrirh  r 
iruninni*  tn  ih*  «nHtfr.  Rotli  i 
h,n..tn>uir.  ihf  elder  ttt  larp.    ; 

1  in  ih*  wni^tcry  of  J'ete  in  <'*a. 


uxjitople.^CliOlilRli,  Ib^ft. 


I  ot  SAW  HM  w,  w*IU'' 


:a\ 


tNSOX  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

"  Oct,  19.  1773. 
[fT  MiLiiAM, —  You  Arc  extremely  kind 
M>  much  trouble.     My   foot  h  ahnail 
onp  ot'  my  first  vUits  wtW  ccriAuitv  Ih; 
Slrifl.'       You  will  do  im*  a  great  fjivour 
ill   buy  for   me   the   prints  of  -Mr.  Burke, 
unrl  Dr.  GoliUintth,  as  you  k»ow  gcod 
inv      If  nny  of  yotir  own   pieturcv  arc 
buy  Uicm  for  me.     I  am  flitiug  up   n 
iriib  prints.     I  Am  your,  ^c, 
MSS»  •■  Bata,  JuftwaOM."] 

rteft  Loudon  on  Monduy,  Oc tuber  18.»  and 
naniiriled  Culanel  StUArt  lo  Chester,  where 
HpDent  wus  to  lie  for  some  time. 

^BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

||HI  •*  Cliptior,  Oct.  VO.  tm. 

OMv  n9.t,%  Sir,—  It  wam  uot  till  onu  o'clock  ort 
lAmy  morning  that  (\t1onc1    Stuart  nnd    I  left 

fur  wc  chow  to  bid  ■  cordial   adieu  to 

inUtuArt.  who  wn%  to  set  out  oft  ihiitt  day 
ib«ssy  to  Turin.  We  druvo  on  uiecllcntly, 
it'tl  I/ichllfhl  in  i^uod  timu  iMiough  that 
[iie   cot{inel    had    heart!    tM    p^refenible    u 

of  the  Gforgc,  that  he  wottld  not  put  up 
|«rc«  Crown*(,  so  thnt  1  did  not  wc  our 
lltlna.  \Vc  found  at  th«^  Georgi*  a*  good 
rtion  o»  we  could  wi»l)  lo  h*v*,  and  I 
>y««J  Uu!  coinforiuhlt  thought  ihttt  I  tcut 
"  uyuin.  Next  morning  tt  T'lineid  rery 
kd  IM  I  bud  much  to  do  in  h  little  ttmts   ^ 

piwt-ch.iist^,  and  twtireen   eight  and  nine 

th  to  nirtkc  a  round  of  viiiK  I  flnt  went 
>rccn,  huping  to  have  liAtl  liim  to  aecocn* 

to  all  my  uthcr  friends ;  but  be  wm 
lit   Attend  tli«   Bishuj)  uf  Sadur  aJ»d  Man. 

then  lying  «l  Liclilield  very  til  of  the 
[flTiiig  tnkcri    a  h;i5ty  glnnce  nt  the   addi^ 

Iran's  mn^cuui,  frotn  which   it  wa*  not 

ik  away.   I   nuit  wont  to   the   FriAry, 

at  tir»t  oectisioncd  siomc   tumult  in  the 

lu  were  utJt  prepared    to   teeeive  fumpanif 

but  my  ari7ii#,  which  h*s  by  wondciful 
»me  tt)  be  closely  it>>fiociated  with  yotir^ 
i«*  nil  eaty  ;    and    Mrs,   Cobb'  nnd   Miis 

I'mimcd  their  &ent»  at  the  break fAst-ttibte, 

!y  bad  quitted  with   H«ne  precipitaiioti, 

lived  mc  witli  i!»e  kindness  of  au  old  nc- 

A«d,  Ailler  Mre  Imil  joincil   in  a   cordial 

If  cut-  -■-  ■}         Ifr',.  Cobb  nave  tne  the  high 

Ml  «^'  ki  yon  Niitd.     Uo^wrll  is  a 

I    !  . .r   left    3    houn;  without 

wnh  for  hii  return.'     And  f&he  aAerwardt 

It  the  bid  you  tell  me.  that  if  ever  I  came 
^ld.  khe  hoped  I  would  take  a  bed  at  the 

From  t?»ene«  I  drove  to  Peter  Garriek'n, 

lnu  fiiuiuL  u  very  flattering  welrome.      He 

to   iTie   to  t'ttjijy  his    uiual    t'heerftiliies-*s ; 

ry  kindly  Aitked  nie  to  Cdinc  when  I  could, 
k«eek  with  hiiri.  From  Mr.  Garrick"* 
the   EVlueo  to  wait  on  Mr,  Seward.     I 


M".!.  Rni.vlri.  tiv..,r_r«.,(iM«. 


was  first  entertained  by  hit  Udy  and  daughier,  he 
hiiu'Hdf  being  in  lied  with  a  eold,  according  to  hb 
vak-tudin^iry  cuAiom.  But  lie  desired  to  nee  mc  . 
ftnd  I  found  Uiiii  dres.sed  in  hJ»  hl»ck  gown,  witli  a 
white  tlikiuiul  nigiit-gown  flb^ivc  It ;  \o  tluil  he 
liK)ke<l  like  a  Diimioienn  friar.  He  »»«is  good- 
linttioured  an*!  polite  :  and  under  Uw  touf  trjKi  my 
reeejaion  Was  very  pka^ing.  1  Uteti  prcx-etded  tO 
Stowhill.  and  fir*i  paid  my  rtr»pi.x'tfi  (oMrv  GMtrell, 
whoso  eonverjwliou  1  was  not  willing  to  quit.  But 
ray  hrtnd'gUim  was  now  In-gimiing  to  run  low,  oa  1 
could  not  trespass  too  long  on  the  Colonel*  kind- 
nesis,  who  c)V'  -••'!■  -viited  fur  me;  *o  I  luivteiied 
to  Mrs.  Am  J  found  rniicb  better  than 

J  feiired  I  --  I  there  J  met  [.Mr.  IVojean. 

p.  237.]  a  bruUiur'iii'luw  uf  these  Iddiea,  who  tnlked 
much  of  you,  and  very  well  t(»o,  awit  apiM-arcd  lo  me. 
It  then  only  remained  to  visit  Mrn.  Lucy  Porter, 
which  I  did.  I  re.ilty  believe,  with  *incere  AAtikfae- 
tion  on  Iioth  side^  I  am  tore  I  waa  gW  to  see 
her  agwiu  ;  and  as  I  L*ke  her  to  be  very  bcmetit,  I 
truHt  she  wa.s  glad  to  see  me  again,  ftir  »h*»  ei- 
pre»>ed  herself  »o  llial  1  could  tiot  doubt  of  her 
being  In  earnest.  What  a  great  keystone  of  kind- 
nevst  my  dear  Sir*  were  you  that  morning  !  lor  we 
were  all  held  together  by  our  eomnion  attitchtttent 
to  you.  I  cannot  wiy  that  I  ever  pu^eil  two  liuurH 
with  tnore  felf^eompluceney  than  1  did  those  two 
at  Lichfieldt  Let  me  not  entertain  any  suHptcton 
that  this  isi  idle  vunity.  Witl  not  you  conhrm  me 
in  roy  persuasion,  that  he  who  finds  bimfelf  m) 
regarded  ha*  ju*t  reason  to  be  happy  ? 

*'  We  got  to  Chester  aliout  midnight  on  Tuesday ; 
'    '  '                     '  lU' of  much  eujoynieui. 

*  Mt  treat  me  with  all  the 

» •  ■  1.-  -  - I  play  my  part  admir- 
ably. Ltetttf  tUiiM,  Mtfpirna  tibi,  the  claMical  «entvi)ee 
which  you,  1  imagine,  invented  the  other  day,  i* 
etempliBed  in  toy  present  c]&Lkleiiee.  The  Uithup\ 
to  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be  ktuiwn  several  yeam 
rtgo,  show*  uie  much  nttention;  and  J  am  edlHed 
by  his  conversation,  i  mtist  not  oin»t  to  tell  you. 
thot   hi*  Lordship  Admire*,  T-     '■■''  -    pru. 

fttcoa   to    (he    Poets.       I    ui  ,;    au 

extenxion  of  agreeable  ucqui>  1 1  lam 

kept  in  Animated  variety  ;  nnd  the  iiwdy  vf  ttiv 
place  itielf,  by  the  a»st)ii»nce  of  book*  and  of  the 
Blfchop,  i*  sufiieiedt  oeeup.'it}on.  Cheater  pleave* 
my  fancy  nioie  thau  any  to  wo  I  iwer  fuw.  But  1 
will  not  enter  up-';    •'   ■•     "  in  thia  letter. 

'♦  Mow  long    I  re  1  cannot   yet  tay. 

I  told  ti  very  ph  i      ^  Ituly*,  nieee  la  one  of 

the  prelK-fidanvs  at  wiio»e  hou»e  I  mw  her, '  1  Ibive 
come  to  Cht-fter,  Madam,  1  cuituot  tell  how ;  and 
far  le&4  con  I  tell  how  J  am  to  get  away  from  it.' 
Do  not  thmk  me  too  juvenile.  1  l*eg  it  of  ymi* 
my  dear  Sir,  to  favour  me  with  a  U'tter  while  I  t  :, 
here,  and  add  to  tite  ItMppiru*vk  of  jtlmppy  In 
who  it  ever  with  AflTcctionate  rencriiljon,  uj  l 
sincerely  yuuta.  Jamea  BoawKbt.. 

♦•  If  v,..i  i^,.  fiMf  *^rH»  .u,^...tu   ^.y  ns.  !o  ealch  me 
here.  I  ^  lines  from  you 

will  k*.  ,     .  ,  .  'If  •" 


illn!  i^rj.m'-  *7 ttiin^r,/>vt    «  ^M' utUr:  n    ,*>.  aiiJA.  


wt]t(4l 


pitrr  lit  lli«   tu'U'ii  4^11  Tk  III    I.krMUM      kl.x   f(i<»rn'-,J    >    Li-Mimn. 

Eaq.,  at  Uthaaal  Hauam.  tMXir  t.*ha««Ue,  and         *  M)ia  Letitla  Bamtton.  —  Itoiwei  t. 
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BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


{JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 

"  Bolt  Court,  Oct.  25.  1779. 

"  Dearest  Madam, —  Mrs.  Gastrell  is  so  kind 
as  to  write  to  me,  and  yet  I  always  write  to  you  ; 
but  I  consider  what  is  written  to  either  as  written 
to  both.  Public  affairs  do  not  seem  to  promise 
much  amendment,  and  the  nation  is  now  full  of 
distress.  What  will  be  the  event  of  things  none 
can  tell.     We  may  still  hope  for  better  times. 

**  My  health*  which  I  began  to  recover  when  I 
was  in  the  country,  continues  still  in  a  good  state : 
it  costs  me,  indeed,  some  physic,  and  something  of 
abstinence,  but  it  pays  the  cost.  I  wish,  dear 
Madam,  I  could  hear  a  little  of  your  improve- 
ments. 

"  Here  is  no  news.  The  talk  of  the  invasion 
seems  to  be  over.  But  a  very  turbulent  session  of 
parliament  is  expected ;  though  turbulence  is  not 
likely  to  do  any  good.  Those  are  happiest  who 
are  out  of  the  noise  and  tumult.  There  will  be 
no  great  violence  of  faction  at  Stowhill ;  and  that 
it  may  be  free  from  that  and  all  other  incon- 
venience and  disturbance  is  the  sincere  wish  of  all 
your  friends.  I  am,  dear  Madam,  your,  &c., 
—  Pemb.  MSS.  "  Sam.  Johhsom."] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London.  Oct.  27. 1779. 

"  Deak  Sir,  —  Why  should  you  importune  me 
so  earnestly  to  write  ?  Of  what  importance  can  it 
be  to  hear  of  distant  friends,  to  a  man  who  finds 
himself  welcome  wherever  he  goes,  and  makes  new 
friends  faster  than  he  can  want  them  ?  If  to  the 
delight  of  such  universal  kindness  of  reception  any 
thing  can  be  added  by  knowing  that  you  retain  my 
good-will,  you  may  indulge  yourself  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  that  small  addition. 

"  I  am  glad  that  you  made  the  round  of  Lich- 
field with  so  much  success.  The  oflcner  you  are 
seen,  the  more  you  will  be  liked.  It  was  pleasing 
to  me  to  read  that  Mrs.  Aston  was  so  well,  and  that 
Lucy  Porter  was  so  glad  to  sec  you. 

*'  In  the  place  where  you  now  are,  there  is  much 
to  be  observed ;  and  you  will  easily  procure  your- 
self skilful  directors.  But  what  will  you  do  to 
keep  away  the  black  dog^  that  worries  you  at 
home  ?  If  you  would,  in  compliance  with  your 
father's  advice,  inquire  into  the  old  tenures  and  old 
charters  of  Scotland,  you  would  certainly  open  to 
yourself  many  striking  scenes  of  the  manners  of 
the  middle  ages.  The  feudal  system,  in  a  country 
half-barbarous,  is  naturally  productive  of  great 
anomalies  in  civil  lifo.  I1ie  knowledge  of  past 
times  is  naturally  growing  less  in  all  cases  not  of 
public  record ;  and  the  past  time  of  Scotland  is  so 
unlike  the  present,  that  it  is  already  difficult  for  a 
Scotchman  to  image  the  economy  of  his  grand- 
father. Do  not  be  tardy  nor  negligent ;  but  gather 
up  eagerly  what  can  yet  be  found.' 

••We  have,  I  think,  once  talked  of  another 
project,  a  history  of  the  late  insurrection  in  Scot- 
land, with  all  its  incidents.  Many  falsehoods  are 
passing  into  uncontradicted  history.   Voltaire,  who 


>  This  was  a  ramiliar  j)hrue  at  Streathara  to  expreM  hjrpo- 
"  I  fruqupntl  V  u»e  '  " 
correspondence  between  Johnson  and  Mri.Thrale. —  Crokkr. 


chondriacal  anxictiet  of  mind.    It  is 


irpi 
of 


used  in  the 


3  I  have  a  valuable  collection  made  by  my  rather,  which, 
with  tome  additions  and  iUuttrations  or  my  own,  1  intend  to 


loved  a  striking  story,  has  told  what  he  could 
find  to  be  true. 

•*  You  may  make  collections  for  either  of  1 
projects,  or  for  both,  as  opportunitiea  occur, 
digest  your  materials  at  leisiu-e.  Hie  great  d 
tion  which  Burton  has  left  to  men  disordered 
you  is  this.  Be  not  toUtary,  be  not  idle:  whi 
would  thus  modify :  —  If  you  are  idle,  be 
solitary ;  if  you  are  solitary,  be  not  idle. 

••  Tliere  is  a  letter  for  you  from  jour  htn 
servant,  Sam.  Johksok 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  ASTON. 

••  Bolt  Court.  Vor.  ft.  17 

"  Dearest  Maoam,  —  Having  had  the  pleai 
of  hearing  from  Mr.  Boswell  that  he  found 
better  than  he  expected,  I  will  not  forbear  to 
you  how  much  I  was  delighted  with  the  m 
May  your  health  increase  and  increase  till  yon 
as  well  as  you  can  wish  yourself,  or  I  can  i 
you  I 

•*  My  friends  tell  me  that  my  health  irapn 
too.  It  is  certain  that  I  use  both  physic 
abstinence  ;  and  my  endeavours  have  been  Me 
with  more  success  than  at  my  age  1  could  real 
ably  hope.  I  please  myself  with  the  thoughts 
visiting  you  next  year  in  so  robust  a  state,  thi 
shall  not  be  afraid  of  the  hill  between  Mrs.  C 
trcll's  house  and  yours,  nor  think  it  necessar 
rest  myself  between  Stowhill  and  Lucy  Potter^ 

•♦  Of  public  affairs  I  can  give  you  no  very  o 
fortable  account.  The  invasion  has  vanished 
the  present,  as  I  expected.  I  never  believed  I 
any  invasion  was  intended. 

*•  But  whatever  wc  have  escaped,  we  have  i 
nothing,  nor  are  likely  to  do  better  another  n 
We,  however,  who  have  no  part  of  the  natt 
welfare  intrusted  to  our  management,  have  nolb 
to  do  but  to  serve  God,  and  leave  the  world  s 
missively  in  his  hands. 

•'  All  trade  is  dead,  and  pleasure  is  scarce  ali 
Nothing  almost  is  purchased  but  such  things 
the  buyer  cannot  do  without ;  so  that  a  gew 
sluggishness  and  general  discontent  are  spread  a 
the  town.  All  the  trades  of  luxury  and  elega 
are  nearly  at  a  stand.  What  the  parliament,  wl 
it  meets,  will  do,  and  indeed  what  it  ought  to 
is  very  difficult  to  say. 

••  Pray  set  Mrs.  Gastrell,  who  is  a  dear  gi 
Indy,  to  write  to  me  from  time  to  time  ;  for  I  b 
great  delight  in  hearing  from  you,  especially  wl 
I  hear  any  good  news  of  your  health.  I  am,  d 
Madam,  your  most  humble  servant, 
—  Pemb.  MSS.  *'  Sah.  Johksok.'* 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Carlisle,  Nov.  7.  ITT 
••Mr  DBAK    Sir,  —  That   I  should    importi 
you  to  write  to  me  at  Chester  is  not  wonder 
when  you  consider  what  an  avidity    I   have 
delight ;  and  that  the  amor  of  pleasure,  like 
amor    aummi,    increases    in    proportion    with 
quantity  which  we  possess  of  it.     Your  letter, 


publish.  1  have  some  hrrrditAry  claim  to  be  an  antiqui 
not  onlv  from  my  father,  but  as  being  descended,  ^ 
mother  s  side,  from  the  able  and  learned  Sir  John  9t> 
whose  merit  bids  dc6ancc  to  all  the  attempts  whidi  I 
been  made  to  lessen  his  fame.  —  Boswell. 


iBT.  71. 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


641 


full  of  polite  kindness  and  masterly  counsel,  came 
like  a  large  treasure  upon  me,  while  already  glit- 
tering   with   riches.      1    was  quite  enchanted   at 
Chester,  so  that  1  could  with  difficulty  quit  it 
But  the  enchantment  was  the   reverse  of  that  of  i 
Circ^ ;  for  so  far  was  there  from  being  any  thing  ' 
sensual  in  it,  that  I  was  all  mind.     I  do  not  mean  | 
all  reason  only ;  for  ray  fancy  was  kept  finely  in  ; 
play.     And  why  not?     If  you  please,  I  will  send  ! 
you  a  copy  or  an  abridgment  of    ray    Chester  < 
journal,  which  is  truly  a  log-book  of  felicity.  | 

••  The  Bishop  [Porteus]  treated  me  with  a  kind-  | 
ness  which  was  very  flattering.  I  told  him  that  | 
you  regretted  you  had  seen  so  little  of  Chester. 
His  Lordship  bade  me  tell  you,  that  he  should  be 
glad  to  show  you  more  of  it.  I  am  proud  to  find 
the  friendship  with  which  you  honour  me  is  known 
in  so  many  places. 

'*  I  arrived  here  late  last  night.  Our  friend  the 
Dean  [Percy]  has  been  gone  from  hence  some 
months ;  but  I  am  told  at  my  inn,  that  he  is  very  | 
popultms  (popular).  However,  I  found  Mr.  Law, 
the  Archdeacon,  son  to  the  Bishop ',  and  with  him 
I  have  breakfasted  and  dined  very  agreeably.  I 
got  acquainted  with  him  at  the  assizes  here,  about 
a  year  and  a  half  ago.  He  is  a  man  of  great 
Tariety  of  knowledge,  uncommon  genius,  and,  I 
believe,  sincere  religion.  I  received  the  holy 
•acrament  in  the  cathedral  in  the  morning,  this 
being  the  first  Sunday  in  the  month ;  and  was  at 
prayers  there  in  the  evening.  It  is  divinely  cheer- 
ing to  me  to  think  that  there  is  a  cathedral  so  near 
Auehinleck;  and  I  now  leave  Old  £ngland  in 
audi  a  state  of  mind  as  I  am  thankful  to  God  for 
granting  me. 

**  The  hlack  dog  that  worries  me  at  home  I 
eannot  but  dread ;  yet,  as  I  have  been  for  some 
time  past  in  a  miliUry  train,  I  trust  I  shall  rrptiife 
bim.  To  hear  from  you  will  animate  me  like  the 
sound  of  a  trumpet;  I  therefore  hope,  that  soon 
after  my  return  to  the  northern  field,  I  shall  receive 
a  few  lines  from  you. 

•*  Colonel  Stuart  did  me  the  honour  to  escort  me 
in  his  carriage  to  show  me  I^iverpool,  and  from 
thence  back  again  to  Warrington,  where  we  parted." 
In  justice  to  my  valuable  wife,  I  must  inform  you 
she  wrote  to  me,  that  as  I  was  so  happy,  she  would 
not  be  so  sclBsh  as  to  wish  me  to  return  sooner  than 
business  absolutely  required  my  presence.  She 
made  my  clerk  write  to  me  a  post  or  two  after  to 
the  same  purpose,  by  commission  from  her ;  and 
this  day  a  kind  letter  from  her  met  me  at  the  post- 
office  here,  acquainting  me  that  she  and  the  little 
ones  were  well,  and  expressing  all  their  wishes  for 
my  return  home.  I  am,  more  and  more,  my  dear 
Sir,  your  aflfectionate  and  obliged  humble  servant, 
**  James  Bos  well.* 


»  Dr.  Rdmond  Ijiw,  maiter  of  8t.  Peter**  College,  Cain- 
bndge.  BUhop  of  CArllsle.  In  which  lee  he  dJed  in  1787.  He 
was  the  father,  and  the  archdeacon  (afterwards  Bishop  of 
Klphin)  the  brother  of  the  first  Lord  Ellenborougb.— 
.CauKta.  .... 

■  His  regiment  was  afterwards  ordered  to  Jamaica,  where 
he  accompanied  It.  and  almost  lost  his  life  by  the  climate. 
This  impartial  order  1  should  think  a  sufficient  refutation  of 
the  Idle  rumour  that  "  there  was  still  something  bvhind  the 
throne  greater  than  the  ti>rone  Itself."  —  BoswKtt.  As  if 
Lord  Bute's  Influence  could  have  prHrented  his  son's  regi- 
■MDt  going  to  Jamaica  !  —  hut  Lord  Bute's  influence  with 
the  King  was  a  bugtwar  of  faction,  which  lasted  near 
I  rwcntv  fears,  after  — not  merely  his  power,  b»tt— eren  bis 
I    >w0Hr.  bad  ceased  to  exist — CROKaB,1847. 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London.  Nov.  13. 1779. 

"Dear  Sin, —  Your  last  letter  was  not  only 
kind,  but  fond.  But  I  wish  you  to  get  rid  of  all 
intellecttial  excesses,  and  neither  to  exalt  your 
pleasures,  nor  aggravate  your  vexations,  beyond 
their  real  and  natural  state.  Why  should  you  not 
be  as  happy  at  Edinburgh  as  at  Chester?  In 
culpa  est  animu$y  qui  $e  non  effugit  utquam.*  Please 
yourself  with  your  wife  and  children,  and  studies, 
and  practice. 

"  I  have  sent  a  petition*  from  Lucy  Porter,  with 
which  I  leave  it  to  your  discretion  whether  it  is 
proper  to  comply.  Return  roe  her  letter,  which  I 
have  sent,  that  you  may  know  the  whole  case,  and 
not  be  seduced  to  any  thing  that  you  may  after- 
wards repent  Miss  Doxy  perhaps  you  know  to 
be  Mr.  Garrick's  niece. 

"  If  Dean  Percy  can  be  popular  at  Carlisle,  he 
may  be  very  happy.  He  has  in  hb  disposal  two 
livings,  each  equal  or  almost  equal  in  value  to  the 
deanery  ;  he  may  take  one  himself,  and  give  the 
other  to  his  son. 

**  How  near  is  the  cathedral  to  Auehinleck,  that 
you  are  so  much  delighted  with  it?  It  is,  I  sup- 
pose, at  least  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles  off.  Mow- 
ever,  if  you  are  pleased,  it  is  so  far  well.  Let  me 
know  what  reception  you  have  from  your  father, 
and  the  state  of  his  heidth.  Please  him  as  much 
as  you  can,  and  add  no  pain  to  his  last  years. 

**  Of  our  friends  here  I  can  recollect  nothing  to 
tell  you.  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of 
Langton.  Beauclerk  is  just  returned  from  Bright- 
helmstone,  I  am  told,  much  better.  Mr.  Thrale 
and  his  family  are  still  there ;  and  his  health  is 
said  to  be  visibly  improved.  He  has  not  bathed, 
but  hunted.  At  Bolt  Court  there  is  much  ma- 
lignity, but  of  late  little  open  hostility.  I  have 
had  a  cold,  but  it  is  gone.  Make  my  compliments 
to  Mrs.  Boswell,  &c.  I  am,  &c.,    Sam.  JoHNso.*f." 

On  November  22.  and  December  21.1  wrote 
to  him  from  Edinburgh,  giving  a  very  favour- 
able report  of  the  family  of  Miss  Doxy's  lover ; 
— that  after  a  good  deal  of  inquiry  I  had  dis- 
covered the  sister  of  Mr.  Francis  Stewart,  one 
of  his  amanuenses  when  writino;  his  Dictionary ; 
—  that  1  had,  as  desired  by  him,  paid  her  a 
guinea  for  an  old  i)ocket-book  of  her  brother  s, 
which  he  had  retained;  —  and  that  the  good 
woman,  who  was  in  very  mo<lerate  circum- 
stances, but  contented  and  placid,  wondered  at 
his  scrupulous  and  liberal  honesty,  and  received 
the  guinea  as  if  sent  her  by  Providence  * ; — 
that  I  had  repeatedly  begged  of  him  to  keep 
his  promise  to  send  me  his  letter  to  Lord  Ches- 


3  I  The  mind 

Is  faulty  that  ne'er  leaves  itself  behind. 

Hor.  Ep.  i.  14.  13.— CaoKER. 

*  Requesting  me  to  inquire  concerning  the  familv  of  a 
gentleman  who  *a»  then  paying  his  addresses  to  Miss  Doxy. 
—  Boswell. 

»  This  affair  of  Francis  Stewart  and  the  pocket-book, 
which  Boswell  quite  mistook,  was,  I  believe,  raysit-riou.ly 
connected  with  some  Important  detail  of  Johnson's  f«irmer 
history.  See  Johnson's  letter  of  the  87th  Feb.  1784 ;  and  the 
General  Appendix,  where  1  have  collerted  all  the  information 
I  can  find  on  the  subject.  —Cioaxa,  1M7. 
T  T 
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terfield ;  and  that  this  memento^  like  Delenda 
est  Carthc^Oy  must  be  in  every  letter  that  I 
should  write  to  him,  till  I  had  obtained  my 
object. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
{Extract.) 

"  London,  Oct.  25. 1779. 
"  On  Saturday  I  walked  to  Dover  Street  [Miss 
Reynolds's]  and  back.  Yesterday  I  dined  with  Sir 
JosJiua.  There  was  Mr.  Eliot '  of  Cornwall,  who 
inquired  after  my  master.  At  night  I  was  bespoken 
by  Lady  Lucan  ;  but  she  was  taken  ill,  and  the 
assembly  was  put  off.  I  am  to  dine  with  Renny  to- 
morrow. Some  old  gentlewomen  at  the  next  door 
are  in  very  great  distress.  Their  little  annuity  comes 
from  Jamaica,  and  is  therefore  uncertain  ;  and  one 
of  them  has  had  a  fall,  and  both  are  very  helpless ; 
and  the  poor  have  you  to  help  them.  Persuade 
my  master  to  let  me  give  them  something  for  him. 
It  will  be  bestowed  upon  real  want"] 
—  Leltera. 


CHAPTER  LXX. 


1780. 

*•  Live»  of  the  Poets"  creep  on.  —  Dr.  Lawrence. 

—  Lou  of  a  Wife.  —  Death  of  Beauclerk,  — 
Letter-writing.  —  Afr.  Mdmoth.  —  Fitzo$bome's 
Lettert.  —  Somerset- House  Exhibition.  —  Riots  in 
London. — Lord  George  Gordon Mr.  A /German. 

—  Correspondence.  —  Dr.  Beattie.  —  Davies^s 
*'Life  of  Garriek."  ^  Advice  to  a  Vbung  Qergy- 
nwn.  —  Composition     of     Sermons.  —  Borough 

Election Lady     Southwell.  —  Mr.     Alexander 

Macbean.  —  Lord  Thurhw.  —  Langton's  Collec- 
tanea.—Dr.  Franklin's  **  Demonax.'* 

In  1780,  the  world  was  kept  in  impatience  for 
the  completion  of  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets," 
upon  which  he  was  employed  so  far  as  his  in- 
dolence allowed  him  to  labour. 

I  wrote  to  him  on  January  1.  and  liiarch  13., 
sending  him  my  notes  of  Lord  Marchmont's 
information  concerning  Pope;  —  complaining 
that  I  had  not  heard  from  him  for  almost  four 
months,  though  he  was  two  letters  in  my  debt ; 
that  I  had  suffered  again  from  melancholy ;  — 
hoping  that  he  had  been  in  so  much  better 
company  (^the  Poets),  that  he  had  not  time  to 
think  of  his  distant  friends ;  for  if  that  were 
the  case,  I  should  have  some  recompence  for 
my  uneasiness ;  —  that  the  state  of  my  affairs 
did  not  admit  of  my  coming  to  London  this 
year ;  and  begging  he  would  return  me  Grold- 
smith's  two  poems,  with  his  lines  marked. 

His  friend  Dr.  Lawrence  having  now  suf- 
fered the  greatest  affliction  to  which  a  man  is 
liable,  and  which  Johnson  himself  hod  felt  in 


1  Pint  Lord  Eliot.    See  pott,  tub  30th  March.  1781 

Ckorbr. 
3  See  it  ante,  p.  85.  —  C. 


the  most  severe  manner,  Johnson  wr« 
him  in  an  admirable  strain  of  sympath 
pious  consolation. 

JOHNSON  TO  LAWRENCE. 
•*  Jan.  10. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  At  a  time  when  alt  your  i 
ought  to  show  their  kindness,  and  with  a  efai 
which  ought  to  make  all  that  know  joo 
friends,  you  may  wonder  that  you  have  yet 
nothing  from  me.  I  have  been  hiudcred 
vexatious  and  incessant  cough,  for  which  i 
these  ten  days  I  have  been  bled  once»  fasto 
or  five  times,  taken  physic  five  times,  and  o| 
I  think,  six.    This  day  it  seems  to  remit. 

*'  The  loss,  dear  Sir,  which  you  have 
suffered,  I  felt  many  years  ago,  and  know  the 
how  much  has  been  taken  from  you,  and  bow 
help  can  be  had  from  consolation.  He  that  ou 
a  wife  whom  he  has  long  loved,  sees  bimsd 
joined  from  the  only  mind  that  has  the  same  1 
and  fears,  and  interest ;  from  the  only  comp 
with  whom  he  has  shared  much  good  or  evil ; 
with  whom  he  could  set  his  mind  at  liberl 
retrace  the  past  or  anticipate  the  future.  The 
tinuity  of  being  is  lacerated ;  the  settled  cow 
sentiment  and  action  is  stopped ;  and  life  s 
suspended  and  motionless,  till  it  is  driven  b 
temal  causes  into  a  new  channel.  But  the  tb 
suspense  is  dreadful. 

<*  Our  first  recourse  in  this  distressed  ad 
is,  perhaps  for  want  of  habitual  piety ,  to  a  gk 
acquiescence  in  necessity.  Of  two  mortal  be 
one  must  lose  the  other.  But  surely  thcs 
a  higher  and  better  comfort  to  be  drawn  froo 
consideration  of  that  Providence  vi'hich  wa 
over  all,  and  a  belief  that  the  living  and  the 
are  equally  in  the  hands  of  God,  who  will  rei 
those  whom  he  has  separated,  or  who  sees  that 
best  not  to  reunite.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  Sec, 

**  Sam.  Jouwso) 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  April  8.  t 

«  Dear  Sir,—  Well,  I  had  resolved  to  send 
the   Chesterfield  letter',   but    I   will   write 
again  without  it.   Never  impose  tasks  upon  ma 
To  require  two  things  is  the  way  to  have  I 
both  undone. 

"  For  the  diflUculties  which  you  mention  in ; 
affairs,  I  am  sorry ;  but  difficulty  is  now 
general ;  it  is  not  therefore  less  grievous,  for  1 
is  less  hope  of  help.  I  pretend  not  to  give 
advice,  not  knowing  the  state  of  your  affidrs ; 
general  counsels  about  prudence  and  frug 
would  do  you  little  good.  You  are,  howeve 
the  riglit  not  to  increase  your  own  perplexit 
a  journey  hither;  and  I  hope  that  by  stayioj 
home  you  will  please  your  father. 

"  Poor  dear  Beauclerk  —  nee,  ut  9oUs^  dabk^ 
His  wit  and  his  folly,  his  acuteness  and  malid 
ness,  his  merriment  and  reasoning,  are  now  c 
Such  another  will  not  often  be  found  among  i 
kind.'     He  directed  himself  to  be  buried  li| 


>  In  the  spring  of  thl«  year  (llth  March)  Dr.* 
■ocierty  lost  one  of  its  brightest  ornamento  br  cb*  i 
Mr.  Beauclerk.    The  charms  of  cfmversaUon,  Ilk* 
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side  of  his  mother ;  an  inhtance  of  tenderness 
which  I  hardly  expected.  He  has  left  his  children 
to  the  care  of  Lady  Di,  and  if  she  dies,  of  Mr. 
Langt<»i,  and  of  Mr.  Leicester  his  relation,  and  a 
man  of  good  character.  His  library  has  been 
offered  to  sale  to  the  Russian  ambassador.* 

**  Dr.  Percy,  notwithstanding  all  the  noise  of  the 
newqMpers,  has  had  no  literary  loss.'  Clothes 
and  moveables  were  burnt  to  ihe  value  of  about 
one  hundred  pounds ;  but  his  papers,  and  I  think 
bis  books,  were  all  preserved. 

**  Poor  Mr.  Thrale  has  been  in  extreme  danger 
from  an  apoplectical  disorder,  and  recovered,  beyond 
the  expectation  of  his  physicians :  he  is  now  at 
Bath,  that  his  mind  may  be  quiet,  and  Mrs.  Thrale 
and  Miss  are  with  him. 

**  Having  told  you  what  has  happened  to  your 
friends,  let  me  say  something  to  you  of  yourself. 
You  are  always  complaining  of  melancholy,  and  I 
conclude  from  those  complaints  that  you  are  fond 
of  it.  No  man  talks  of  that  which  he  is  desirous 
to  conceal,  and  every  man  desires  to  conceal  that 
of  which  he  is  ashamed.  Do  not  pretend  to  deny 
it;  mani/ettnm  habemut  furem.  Make  it  an  in- 
variable and  obligatory  law  to  yourself,  never  to 
mention  your  own  mental  diseases.  If  you  are 
never  to  speak  of  them,  you  will  think  on  them 
but  little ;  and  if  you  think  little  of  them,  they 
will  molest  you  rarely.  When  you  talk  of  them, 
it  is  plain  that  you  want  either  praise  or  pity  :  for 
praise  there  is  no  room,  and  pity  will  do  you  no 
good;  therefore,  from  this  hour  speak  no  more, 
think  no  more,  about  them. 

**  Your  transaction  with  Mrs.  Stewart '  gave  me 
great  satisfaction.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
your  attention.  Do  not  lose  sight  of  her.  Your 
countenance  may  be  of  great  credit,  and  of  con- 
sequence of  great  advantage  to  her.  The  memory 
of  her  brother  is  yet  fresh  in  my  mind  ;  he  was  an 
ingenious  and  worthy  man.  Please  to  make  my 
compliments  to  your  lady  and  to  the  young  ladies. 
I  should  like  to  see  them,  pretty  loves  !  I  am, 
dear  Sir,  yours  affectionately,      Sam.  Johnson." 

sctioR.are  trantlnnt ;  and  of  the  locial  talents  of  B«auclerk,  at 
of  the  dramatic  powers  of  Garrtck,  little  can  remain  but  the 
■nieral  testimony  of  contemporaries  to  their  excellence. 
Mr.  Hardv.  in  his  L(fe  qf  Lord  Chartemtmt,  says  of  Beau, 
clerk :  "  His  conversation  could  scarcely  be  equalled.  He 
possessed  an  exquisite  taste,  various  accomplishments,  and 
the  mmt  perfect  Rood  brrcdtn^.  He  was  eccentric  —  often 
querulous  —  entertaining  a  contempt  for  the  generality  of  the 
world,  which  the  politeness  of  his  manners  could  not  always 
conceal ;  but  to  those  whom  he  liked,  most  generous  and 
flhieodly.  Devoted  at  one  moment  to  pleasure,  and  at  another 
to  literature,  sometimes  absorbed  In  play,  and  sometimes  In 
tw^.  he  was,  altogether,  one  of  the  most  accomplished,  and, 
when  in  good  humour,  aiid  surrounded  by  those  who  suited 
bis  fancy,  one  of  the  most  agree^le  men  that  could  possibly 
•xiat."  I.ife,fo\.\.  p. 344.  Mr.  Hardy  has  also  preserved 
several  of  Beauclerk's  letters,  from  one  of  which  I  extract 
some  passages  that  touch  on  Johnson  and  his  society. 

"  AdelphJ.  20th  Nov.  1778. 

**  OokUmith  the  other  day  put  a  paragraph  into  the  news- 
papers in  praise  of  Lord  Mayor  Townshend.  The  same  night 
be  happened  to  sit  next  to  Lord  Shelbume.  at  Drurv-lane  ; 
I  mentioned  the  cirrumsunce  of  the  paragraph  to  htm,  and 
be  said  to  Goldsmith  that  he  hoped  he  had  mentioned  no- 
tfahtf  about  Malagrida  in  it.  *  Do  you  know,'  answered 
0<didinilth. '  that  I  never  rould  conceive  the  reason  why  they 
call  vou  Malagrida.  for  Malagrida  was  a  very  good  sort  of 
aaan.  Tou  see  plainly  what  he  meant  to  say.  iNit  that 
happy  tarn  of  expression  is  peculiar  to  himself.  Mr.  Wal- 
poM  nvs  that  this  story  is  a  picture  of  Goldsmith's  whole 
Wi.    (W.  S3  March,  1783.] 

■*  Johnson  has  been  conflned  ibr  some  weeks  In  the  Isle  of 
Sky ;  «e  hear  that  be  was  obliged  to  swim  over  to  the  main 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
{ExtraeU) 

"  London.  AprU  6.  1780. 
**  I  have  not  quite  neglected  my  Lice*.  Addison 
is  a  long  one,  but  it  is  done.  Prior  is  not  short, 
and  that  ia  done  toa  I  am  upon  Rowe,  which 
cannot  fill  much  paper.  Seward  (Mr.  William) 
called  on  me  one  day  and  read  Spence.*  I  dined 
yesterday  at  Mr.  Jodrell's  in  a  grisat  deal  of  com- 
pany. On  Simday  I  dine  with  Dr.  Lawrence,  and 
at  night  go  to  Mrs.  Vesey.  I  have  had  a  little 
cold,  or  two,  or  three ;  but  I  did  not  much  mind 
them,  for  they  were  not  very  bad." 
—  Letters. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"  London,  April  8. 1780. 

**  Daaa  Madam, —  I  am  indeed  but  a  sluggish 
correspondent,  and  know  not  whether  I  shall  much 
mend:  however,  I  will  try.  I  am  glad* that  your 
oysters  proved  good,  for  I  would  have  every  thing 
good  that  belongs  to  you ;  and  would  have  your 
health  good,  that  you  may  enjoy  the  rest.  My 
health  is  better  than  it  has  been  for  some  years 
past ;  and,  if  I  see  Lichfield  again,  I  hope  to  walk 
about  it. 

**  Your  brother's  request  I  have  not  forgotten. 
I  have  bought  as  many  volumes  as  contain  about 
an  hundred  and  fifty  sermons,  which  I  will  put  in 
a  box,  and  get  Mr.  Mathias  to  send  him.  I  shall 
add  a  letter. 

*'  We  have  been  lately  much  alarmed  at  Mr. 
Thrale's.  He  has  had  a  stroke,  like  that  of  an 
apoplexy ;  but  he  has  at  last  got  so  well  as  to  be 
at  Bath,  out  of  the  way  of  trouble  and  business, 
and  is  likely  to  be  in  a  short  time  quite  well.  I 
hope  all  the  Lichfield  ladies  are  quite  well,  and 
that  every  thing  is  prosperous  among  them. 

**  A  few  weeks  ago  I  sent  you  a  little  stuff 
gown,  such  as  is  all  the  &shion  at  this  time. 
Yours  is  the  same  with  Mrs.  Thrale's,  and  Miss 
bought  it  for  us.  These  stuffs  are  very  cheap,  and 
are  thought  very  pretty. 


land,  taking  hold  of  a  cow's  Uil.    Be  that  as  it  may.  Lady 
Di  has  promised  to  make  a  drawing  of  it. 

**  Our  poor  club  Is  In  a  miserable  state  of  decay :  unless  you 
come  and  relieve  it.  it  will  certainly  expire.  Would  you 
Imagine  that  Sir  Joshua  Kej-nolds  is  extremely  anxious  to  be 
a  member  at  Almack's  ?  [p.  .V)l.]  You  see  what  noble  ambi- 
tion will  make  a  man  attempt.  That  den  is  not  yet  opened. 
There  is  nothing  new  at  present  in  the  literary  world.  Mr. 
Jones  [Sir  William],  of  our  club,  is  going  to  publish  an 
account,  in  Latin,  of  the  Eastern  poetry,  with  extracts  trans- 
lated verbatim  in  verse.  1  fancy  it  will  be  a  very  pretty 
book. 

Goldsmith  has  written  a  prologue  for  Mrs.  Yates,  which 
she  spoke  this  evening  before  the  Opera,  it  is  verr  good.  I 
hi>pe  you  have  fixed  your  time  for  returning  to  England.  We 
cannot  do  without  you.  If  you  do  not  come  here,  I  will  bring 
all  the  Club  over  to  Ireland,  to  live  with  you,  and  that  will 
drive  you  here  in  your  own  defence  Johnson  shall  spoil 
your  books.  Goldsmith  pull  your  flowera,  and  Boawell  taUt 
to  you :  stay,  then,  if  you  can.    Adieu,  my  dear  lord,  Ac. 

T.  Bbaucibbk." 

IjMdj  Di's  pencil  was  much  celebrated,  and  Horace  Wal- 
pole  built  a  room  for  the  reception  of  some  of  her  drawings, 
which  he  called  the  Beauclerk  closet:  but  I  have  never 
seen  any  of  her  ladyship's  works  which  seemed  to  me  to 
merit,  as  works  of  art.  such  high  reputation.  —  Csokkr. 

>  His  library  was  sold  by  publk  auction  in  April  and  Mar, 
17Hl.i6rA,0il/.  — Malokk. 

3  By  a  fire  in  Northumberland  House,  where  he  had  an 
apartment,  in  which  I  have  passed  many  an  agreeable  hour. 

— .  BOSWILL. 

>  See  anti,  p.  641.  n.  5.,  and  the  Appendix.  —  C. 

*  Spence's  very  amusing  Anecdotes,  which  had  been  lent 
Johnson  in  manuscript:  they  were  not  printed  As  ettento, 
UUlBKi^CaoKia. 
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''  Pray  gite  ray  coroi»linicjit>i  to  Mr.  Pcaraon, 
«ntl  III  evvty  body,  if  any  bucLi  body  there  be,  that 
cures  bIiouI  me. 

•*  1  jtm  uow  engaged  about  the  rest  of  ihe  Live«» 
whifit  t  Am  nfnud  will  take  some  time,  tbotiuh  I 
ptirpoiwe  ta  umj  denpttluit ;  Imi  aornething  or  other 
ulwnys  hinder**  I  have  a  grval  eumbcr  tu  do,  but 
aunv  of  thciii  wlU  be  short, 

"1  have  Intcly  hud  eulds;  the  fint  was  pretty 
bad,  with  a  very  troubtcsome  and  frequent  eougb; 
but  by  bleeding  and  physic  it  whs  sent  »w9j,  I 
liMve  H  cold  tiuw,  but  not  bud  enough  for  bleeding. 

"  For  wiine  lime  |j»tit.  tuid  indeed  ever  Miiee  I 
IcA  Lichfield  UhI  year,  1  bnve  abated  much  of  tny 
diet,  Mid  iim,  I  tttink,  the  better  for  abstinence.  1 
can  breathe  and  move  with  Iws  diEHculty ;  and  1 
atn  uft  well  as  people  of  my  age  comniaiily  are.  I 
hope  we  Khali  see  one  another  again  some  time  this 
year.  I  inn,  dear  love,  your  humble  servant, 
—  PeanoH  MSS.  "Sam-  Johk&om.*'] 

Mrs,  Thrale  being  now  at  Bath  with  Uer 
litiabtindf  the  oorrespoudencts  between  Johnson 
md  her  was  carried  on  briakljr. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

"  April  tL  1780.1 
••  On  Sunday  I  dined  with  poor  Lawri»nce,  who 
h  deafiT  than  ever.  When  he  was  lold  that  Dr. 
Moiny  visited  Mr.  Thrale,  be  inquired  for  what, 
and  *uii(i  that  there  was  uolhing  to  be  done  which 
Nature  would  not  do  for  herself.  On  Sunday 
evening  1  wa'i at  Mr.  Vesey's  and  there  was  inquiry 
about  n»y  inavtcr;  but  I  lold  them  all  good-  There 
wan  Dt,  Barnard  of  Eton,  and  we  made  a  noii^e  all 
the  evening  ;  and  there  wa&  Pepy»  *,  and  Wraiall ' 
till  I  drove  him  away.  *  *  *  You  are  at  all  places 
of  high  re3iort»  and  bring  home  hearts  by  doxeus  ; 
while  I  am  seeking  for  Jiomething  to  *ay  of  men 
alxiut  whom  1  know  nothing  but  their  verses,  and 
Kotnetltnes  very  little  of  them.  Now  I  have  begun, 
however,  I  do  not  despair  of  making  an  end.  Mr. 
Nichols  holds  that  Addboo  is  the  um*t  takiny  of 
nil  that  I  have  done.  I  doubt  they  will  tiot  be 
done  bi^fore  you  come  away. 

♦•  Now  you  think  yourself  the  t  tst  writer  in  the 
world  for  a  letter  about  nothing.     Cau  you  write 


«  Diit*d  In    Mr*.  Tltr*Ie'«  voluine,  by  nittake,  1770.  — 
Crokkk. 
*  AflvTWmtAi,  Sir  WlUijim  Wnll*r  I'eijyit,  BaronRe.  falhfr  of 

lMn\  *   ii.u'..  Il.ir  (Mill  titi  IK!  •    I  M,«,t^_'r  m  Uluiu.  crv  .  a  i:n-M 

trl-..  , 

H.I 

111)  I 
I*,  r 

ft) 


tri 

•I  I 

hi.' 

rcfttctiui;  IV 0    I' 
tifma.ix.-     tT,- . 


IM7- 
tnt    volnmvt  of 


*Uh  two  farmer  ptirttaai,  in  which  &halL»> 


luch  a  letter  as  thin  ?  ao  mi- 
noble     disdain     n(   rrj^ulirit 
works?  Kiic^ 
the  ancient  i 

and  of  fricn-KMiji       >(.*%  .n  t^  n 
to  speak?    Of  whom  but  iMrs.  TkSt 
mentioned   Shakspeare   utiU  N»tt 
tiame  of  Montngu  force   ttM;lf  ui 

were  the  transitionii  of  the   «nca  

seeiT)  abrupt,  becamte  the  intrrmcill#li» 
modern  understandings.^ 

"  Jpril  IS I  thought  to  h*vw  fir 

Life  tu.day,  but  have  had  five  ur  tcix 
hindered  me:  and  I  have  not  livcu 
Next  week  I  ho|ie  to  despatch  four  of  tff 

••  Aprit   18.   —  You    tnake     *ei 
are  read   in   publie.  and    I    knutr 
them.      Tliifi  very  crime,    1    fhink,    l»r 
of  amity  between  Hicb.f  \Ji 

after  a  tenderne&s  and  C" 

'^'^  April  25.  —How  do  \un    lUmk 
Thursday    [iJOth]    1  dined'  will?     \ii 
went  thejjce  to  Mrs.  Ord.'    On   Fi 
company,  at  Mrs.  lie) ttoldit's.     On' 
Bell's^       On  Sunday  at    Dr.  Bui 
two    sweet*    from    Kenstngtoiv 
well  :   at  nigUt  came   Mrs  Onl,  Mr, 
Mr.  Greville,  &c.     On   Monday    witUl 
at    night   with    Lady    Lucaii ;     to*dNYl 
Langton ;    t»>-morrow    with    t)»e 
Asaph  J  on   Thursdiiy    with    Mr. 
— ^— ;    Saturday  at  the  Acadtftii] 
Mr.  Ramsay,    i  told  Lady  Lucun  he 
since  she  sent  to  me ;  hut  she  s«id  1 
how  the  world  rolls  nbout  her.*      1   twif 
the  town  from  day  to  day,   but  vn^ny  viiif 
tu   me  in  the  raorningt  «o  tluki  my  woi" 
great  progress,  but  J  wtH  try  tu  rjuickc 
—  Lcttert. 

I  shall  present  my  reatierR  with 
original  letters  to  bitii  at  this   time, I 
amuse  them  p>ri»bably  more  thiin 
written  but  studie<i  epintle?  trhirh 
serted  in  her  colleetitkti'",  bo 
easy  vivacity  of  their  liter,. 
is  also  of  value  ua  a  key  (ii  Jubni^, 
which  she  hits  printed  by  itaell',  iinti] 
shall  subjoin  extrucUs. 


"    -    »»u 


tor  her 


^hriJIetllfi  Mwy,  l>(Ua.i 
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MRS.  THRALE  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  B«th.  FeiAmr.  April  », 
"  I  h4d  t  ««f  jr  klntt  tetter  from  ^ou  ye^crdajr* 
dtfiir  Sir*  trilh  a  mint  circumstaittidl  date.'  Yoa 
t(M>k  truiiblf  irilli  my  circulating  letter,  Mr. 
Kv»nk  irrite*  tne  irorti,  and  I  timiik  you  suicer^y 
for  »u  ilnitif:^  i  on«  might  do  roiichief  else,  not 
bv'tv.  .,.-  '1--  -ii,>t. 

cTtniiig  wtu  pjuined  mt  Mrs.  Mnn- 
lag  wn*  Mr.  Mulmoih.*     I  do  not  like 

biin  ifurtiffh^  U0T  liC  me.  It  was  etpvcted  we 
should  liiiv*!  plv^^eel  «Mich  other ;  lie  i«*»  however, 
juU  Tory  eiiiiu^h  to  h«t«  the  DUhop  of  Peter- 
borough'  fitr  Wliigjrtitm,  nnd  Wiig  enough  to 
Abhor  you  for  Toryium. 

••  MtK.  Mmitngu  fluttered  h\m  finely ;  so  he  had 
II  gOifi  iifterrnMin  on't.  Thi»  evening  we  kpeni  ut 
•  <H»ic«rl.  Poor  Queeiiy's  sore  eye*  have  just 
«<p|«^aM«d her:  she  had  4lung  confinement,  and  could 
•  r  write,  5o  iny  master  treated  licr,  very 
with  the  risits  of  a  young  woinan 
jFi  1111^  i-mvii.  a  tiitlor's  daughter*  who  profe%>o 
muAic,  nod  te.i<:he*  «o  at  la  give  six  les^omi  a  day 
In  Udi<.>^,  at  five  and  Ihreepcne-e  a  lenaou.  Mixs 
Barney  •  myn  *be  is  a  great  performer ;  and  I 
r»«ip»,-<'t  »hr*  w^neh  for  getting  her  living  so  prettily. 
8lv  '<dcst  and  pretty-mannered,  tuid  not 

•r^  old. 

i  (iiu-  whirl  indeed.      If  1  did  not 

Ml  would  half  forget  me,  and  that 

''rtnvj:,  for  1  fcU  my  regard  fur  you 

m  my/0tv  U<tt  night,  when  the  criticiam*  were 

I*Wrty  on. 

morning  it  wm  all  CfinnoiiL^eitrHhip.  We 
'L*  Mitne  pictures  paititt-d  hy  a  gentlenmtw 
tirtiM,  .>lf.  Tnyliir,  uf  ihii  place.  My  master 
enake«  one  every  wht-rr,  nnd  ha^  pot  n  good  dawd- 
ling orimpanion  to  ride  with  him  now  ♦  •  • 
He  Uxik%  well  enough*  but  I  have  no  notion  of 
bvalth  for  a  man  who*«  mouth  CAunot  be  nvwed  up. 
Bumey  and  I  and  Quct-tiy  tea*e  him  every  meal 
lie  «alv  and  Mrs.  iSfontugu  i*  tjuite  serious  with 
biin  ;  but  wliut  can  one  do?  He  wdt  eat,  I  think  > 
Mali  if  he  doe%  eaU  I  knr}W  he  will  not  live.  1 1 
mak«!«  me  very  unhnppy,  hot  I  must  bear  it  Let 
my  alwayn  have  your  fritnd«hip.  I  am,  moM 
•ixicrrrlv,  dear  Sir,  your  fniihtui  icrrant. 

•*  H.  L.  T." 

JOHNSON  TO  MRSl  THRALE. 

^  L^atidQU,  May  I.  ITtn, 
*  ifF«»rvT    M*t>A%t, — ^Mr.   Thralu   nt-vet   will 
^RfV  tbttiiwnily.  Uil  be  can  pcnuiidc  hima«rlf  to  live 


by  ruU  *  *  *,^  Kneouf«ge.  ae  you  can*  the  muaie*! 
girl 

•♦  Nothing  i«  mor«  cotnmon  th*n  mutunl  dislike, 
whvrc  mutual  uppridrntioit  is  pi  tfcL 

TlliTe  IS  artc'tl  on   iHilh   sitlfH    .1  LT- 

iHjnt'Voirr.f  -..t      .,-        -H-  •■'''■■■  i^.tl^ 

so  that  tn 

ta«vte  oi  i.  ,u.Te 

is  no  reitFdint  will  eonmiottly  appear,  initii«;d(Mti.'ly 
generates  dislike. 

<»  Never  let  criticism*  operate  on  your  fnce  or 
your  mind;  it  is  svty  rsuviy  that  nn  author  in  hurt 
hy  Ins  erilics.  Tlit'  blaxu  «f  n?putation  cunnot  be 
blown  out,  but  it  often  ditTs  in  the  socket,  A  very 
few  nameH  may  be  eon»idered  at  f»erpetual  lamps 
that  i»hiue  unconnimed.  From  the  author  of 
•  PitBosl»oroe*!i  Letters*  I  eannot  think  myself  in 
much  danger.  I  met  him  only  once  ahuut  thirty 
yenr\  ago.  and  in  wjine  wnall  dispute  reduced  him 
to  whittle.  Having  not  M;en  bim  since,  that  i%  the 
Ittvt  imp(vv%iu».  Piior  Moorei  the  fabulut,  wa!^  ttne 
of  the  company. 

*•  Mrs.  Montigu's  long  «tay»  againH  her  own  in* 
elin^tion,  i«  very  eonvement.  Vou  wmdd,  by  your 
own  confcwion,  want  a  eompaniun  ;  a»d  %\w  i*  jntr 
piunbu*.  ConTcrning  wiih  her  you  mt^y  Jimi  vuritty 
in  OHf  * 

[*'  Ai  Mn.  Ord's  I  met  one  Mr*.  [BullerJ  %  « 
travelled  hulvt  of  great  spirit,  and  ivome  eonK  lOUa- 
nevi  of  her  own  alnliticii.  We  had  o  eontc^t  of 
gallantry  an  hour  long,  ko  much  to  the  divenion  of 
the  eumpany,  that,  at  RatnsayX  la&t  night,  in  a 
crowded  r«»om,  they  would  have  pitted  u»  agattu 
Thert' wffre  Smell*  and  the  Bi».hop  of  St. Aftnpli. 
who  t'rnnc4  to  cver^  {ducc  ;  and  J^ord  Monbod<io« 
and  Sir  Jchua,  uad  ladiis  uu!  of  ule. 

•'  Tlie  Exhibition, —  how  will  you  do*  eitlier  to 
aee  or  not  to  »ov  I  Hie  eihtbition  i%  eminci^tly 
uplendid.  Tltere  I*  fnn/nvr,  and  ktfpinp,  and  yrdra, 
and  rjpmtiitn,  and  all  the  varieties  of  artilleial 
eiceUencc<  THi;  aportuicnt&  were  truly  very  noblis. 
The  picturr«,  for  the  mKc  of  a  ikyhght,  are  at 
ihu  top  of  the  huuHC'  ;  ihvrt-  wc  dincti,  and  (  tat 
over  against  thtr  Archbifthop  of  York," 

"  May  7,  1780.  —  I  ditj«'d  nn  Wednesday  with 
Mr,  titsmauTiee*;  wlio  almo«t  m*do  rn©  promise 
to  p«!is  part  of  the  summer  at  Llfwenny.  To» 
morrow   1  dine    wtUi    !M  '       "  "'<]', 

(tnd  on  '^rburxlay  with    i  1 

go  tu  Mi"    ^t,..tt. t.,1.  . .  ,.   Uicn 

you  do  not  fj  -  up  t  but  t  am  miwrMbly 

under    pelUii  twut,  imd  yet  mi*  not  very 

weary,  nor  much  iOkhiUMwd," 

-  2if ay  6,  1 7H<>,  —  t  dine  on  Thursday  at  Lord 
Luean^s,  and  on  ii«iiinUy  at  I<«ily  Craven's  f  and 
r  dined  yesterday  with  Mrs.  Southwell.     As  to  tny 


^-i  Thi*  iilltjftrt  to  /nhmon'i  ftrqtipnt  Artvlr^'  to  ttpt  inA      r*ri.T  .igTf  Tr,  tu-r  (^f»..  Ao.1  itiTrif.r  .^rij  itip|ii1if  Tfi.  t>*r  iTiMjinws. 


'»uLof  *aru  or  iha  iiat*t.  Me  dtwl  lu  ifyj,  «.fiu_ 


IJtoi'hlUT*'  . 
tali#n   tht    '•■ 


tf  ^Csoasa,  U»47. 
y<  nut   •  Ivw  Miiea. 


arriiaa, "  Mrs.  Uulisr  l>  tall  and  wiefant  Iti  ticrr  )w(»on,  neutWl      CAlwcy ,  born  ApMl  I ' 


Mi  i.%iniri  ,UU'-       Mr, 
onny  Mtat*  (mm   Mjrt. 

il«T  u(  tlip  Ant  Vtnooutii 
1 7HCk  IM  Kdiiiuibl.  •I'vruth 
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lookn  at  the  Aettclemy*  I  wjis  not  told  of  them ; 
tti«i  ns  I  rememWer,  1  wa*  very  wtU,  wnd  v»m  nraW 
enough  nnir," 

"  Max  IK  17B0.  —  My  Liv«  creep  on*  1  J»iive 
ilonc  AtUlison,  Prbr,  Howe.  Gronville,  Sbcfficl*!, 
t'oUins.  Pitt,  and  almmt  Feiitcm,  I  design  to 
tftki'  Conjjrcvc  neiit  int**  my  Imnd.  I  hope  to 
liavtf  dont  before  you  cnn  ciime  honte;  and  then 
whiihcT  »holl  1  po  ?  —  Did  I  u-ll  you  thai  Scott  and 
JfKtes'  both  offer  thernsulves  to  represent  the  Uni* 
vrritity  in  the  phiPe  af  Sir  llogiT  Newdigale? 
TJtey  ore  slnijDJgllng  bard  for  whut  others  think 
neither  nf  them  will  obt^un,] 
—  TMttrt. 

On  rhr  2d  of  May  I  wrot^  to  him,  and  ro- 
qacstcd  th.it  we  might  have  unotJier  meeting 
sotncwhert;  in  the  north  of  Etigknd  in  liie 
autumn  of  this  joar. 

From  Mr.  Langton  I  reccive<i  soon  aft«r 
this  time  a  letter,  of  which  1  extract  u  passage, 
relative  both  to  Mr.  Beaucierk  and  Dr*  John- 


son. 


LANGTON  TO  BOSWELL 


"  Tlie  melancholy  inforraatton  you  have  received 
eonc»?rnitig  Mr.  Reaucierk's  death  is  true.  Ilud 
hi«  tnU^nts  been  directed  m  any  sufficient  degree  as 
they  ought,  I  have  always  been  strongly  of  opinion 
that  they  wrere  calculated  to  make  an  illustTious 
Bjfure ;  and  that  opinion,  as  it  bad  lieen  in  part  fonned 
upon  l>r.  Johnson'*  judgment,  receiTei  more  and 
m<ire  euiitirmaiiuii  by  hearinjf  what,  since  his  dealli. 
Dr.  Jol>n,<K)n  hajt  snid  eonceming  them,  A  few 
eve«in|^»;s  ago  he  was  at  IVIr.  Vescy's,  where  Lord 
AUhorpe\  who  was  one  of  a  numeiou*  eumpany 
there,  addressed  Dr.  Jtihnson  on  the  subject  of  Mn 
Beauflcrk's  death,  sflyinj;,  •  Our  Club  has  had  a 
pre«t  hws  since  «re  met  hiift/  lie  replied,  *  A  loss 
that  perliaps  the  whole  nation  could  not  repair !  ' 
The  doctor  then  went  on  to  sp«ak  of  his  endow- 


Earl  of  Cork  and  Orwrr,    T-rtdn*-*  Iriih  F**raff«i  4alM  h«r 

Ulrllj  1737.  boi  t»''-   '■   -   r i^--  r-   ~-  -•  i.-  -'-*-  r-r  the 

MiiH"  n*ni^.    N"  '  'ill 

enri*rtnin«  and  Mi, 

t\\   .liily.   i-'.li;.    Ill    ;ah!M->n    tu    On-    uU'-LaXi-     in    lli.-    Irhh 
tr^  •he  nrruifl  me  tbi!  Tolluwlng  UtcIj  iioie :  — 

■         r  [1M6.] 

i'id  itinnf 

•ir-T.    Tin- 

.-.  n( 

of 

r  ''^"^ 

tea-fttiriklng  on  l<riiilu>,  rti(>  .lOi,  or  iti  iIm'  (^iriiint?  ol  th« 
Id,  In  tb«?  i>»enit  of  jour  n.nt  ht^inti  atlt  lo  dliw  with  mc  on 
iHftt  doy." 

If.  Coaa  4Mn  OftftRRY.'* 

I  hnrr  tiipTirrrtfd  a  Wfirrt  or  tva  nf  rornpffmrnt    w-tifrh^ 


o»^  I  I  "447, 

sir 

th. 

proi,. ...  ....   ,....  J....   ...  .-...-,  i_ ,.. 

*  John  Crargff,  •t««>oil  Karl  Swinctir,  wbo  ho*  I"P»»o  •©  klntl 
M  to  antwrr  ttmw  o(  mj  inquii W  relaiiw  lo  the  txKttt^,  of 


*•  Nw  Burlli 
"  I  would  rnther  I  wni  »  ttw 

OltiPr  at'rr'fM'»rr    pr-'irl"""  unnl  i 

fit,  ;  ■  .    ■ 


I     %  *     -W/fY  I 


uientH,  and  particularly  cittt>ne<i  the  woiMirrl^l 
with  whicli    he   uttereil  what  wn«  hijH^fy  esc«eM 

Me  «iaid,  *  that  no  man  ever  ^ 

wiL^   guing  tu  isay  a  gund   ti- 

expressed   that   it  wai   cnnni.  ,.  ,.    , 

said  it^  from  a  look  that  i-  v  t  n  i  .         > ; ,  ,  •     r  Imil 

At   Mr. 'ITirule's.jiiime  (I  .^.s  i 

talking  on  the  same  «ubjiirct.    ' 

the    same    idea  of   bin    won 

Deauolerk's   ;   '  „   th«>»c  v^hirti    h*    \\ 

hinii^lf  rnuTv  >  envy.  Umn    sbovc   > 

whom  he  haii  ^ ... 

'*  On  the  evening  1  have  spoken  of  fthov^v  -^ 
Vesey's,  you  wouM  (taw  lieeii  mucli  ,Si«»t*fi«' 
exhibited  an  instance   (»f  the   higl 
which  Dr.  Johnson's  chamcter  Is  )<' 
beyond   any  I   ever  before   wat.    v. 
company  consisted  chiefly  ot  ladic-> 
were   the    Duchew    Dnwager    of 
Duehesa  of  Beaufort,  wl)om»    1    %u 
rank,    I  miiKt   name  before  llier  xni  II 

cawen',and  her  eldest  »i»tcr.  Mrs.  I 
likewttie  there;    Lady  hueari*.    ] 
and  others  of  note  \mi\i  fur  tTu 
standings.       Among   othiT  p 
Althorpe,  whom  I  hav«?  btftut  ..... 
ariney,    Sir  Ja.shua    Iteynithl*,    \., 
Wraxall,  whose  biiok  you  have  pr. 
•  Tour  to  the  Northern    Parts  of   1 
agreeable,  ingenious  man.  Dr.  Wm 
the  master  in  chancery,  whom.  I  h< 
and  Dr.  Barnard,  the  pri>vosi   of  i 
as   Dr.  Johnson   wa%   come   in,   an 
cAaiVr  the  company  began  lo  colIecT 
they  became  not  leu  than  (bur,  it 
those    behind    standing     and    lUt- 
heads  of  those  that  were  Kitting   i 
conversation   for  some    time  wa*    > 
Dr.  Johnson  and  the  provost   of  Ft 
others     contributed    occa&ianally     tn^ir     irttiaiu. 
Without  attempting  to  detail  the  pttrtieuUrs  of 


wbirh  ho  nnd  Lord  Slowell  mt  now  ftlirroTt  ♦hm   ^r^^J 
vivnri.  — CwOKiia,     He  di^  NoTerobrr   "     - 
»o»«jr  or  otie  of  the  chok«>t  private  hhrar 
-  CunnEii.  1M35. 


Hairiel  of  PriLiT  )  W4 

Newtnctl?  ;   «nd  kfr 

CarondUh,  PuI;.-  of 

Inherit.  ' 

her  pnr 

ton^ai  1 , 

in  tbfl  v^i-ii-hiiuwu  ijt 


Mf  ootile.  IfifHy.  Hit  I 


'"i)  liowft    #lv- 
ii^»  Ibiuimll  M 

"  All  I,tvr»on*«  *»f<?tn**«»  firii 
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conversation,  whlchi  perhaps,  if  I  did,  I  should 
spin  my  account  out  to  a  tedious  length,  I 
thought,  my  dear  Sir,  this  general  account  of  the 
respect  with  which  our  valued  friend  was  attended 
to  might  be  acceptable.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  THOMAS  WARTON.> 

"  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street,  May  9. 1780. 
"  Sir,  —  I  have  your  pardon  to  ask  for  an  in- 
voluntary Aiult.  In  a  parcel  sent  from  Mr.  Bos- 
well  I  found  the  enclosed  letter,  which,  without 
looking  on  the  direction,  I  broke  open;  but, 
finding  I  did  not  understand  it,  soon  saw  it 
belonged  to  you.  I  am  sorry  for  this  appearance 
of  a  fault,  but  believe  me  it  is  only  the  appearance. 
I  did  not  read  enough  of  the  letter  to  know  its 
purport.     I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

—  MS.  **  Sam.  Johmsom.** 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  WARTON. 

"  May  23. 1780. 
**  Dbar  Sir,  —  It  is  unnecessary  to  tell  you  how 
much  I  was  obliged  by  your  useful  memorials. 
The  shares  of  Fenton  and  Broome  in  the  Odyssey 
I  had  before  from  Mr.  Spence.  Dr.  Warburton 
did  not  know  them.  I  wish  to  be  told,  as  the 
question  is  of  great  importance  in  the  poetical 
world,  whence  you  had  your  intelligence ;  if  from 
Spence,  it  shows  at  least  his  consistency ;  if  from 
any  other,  it  confers  corroboration.  If  any  thing 
useful  to  me  should  occur,  I  depend  upon  your 
friendship.  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compliments 
to  the  ladies  of  your  house,  and  to  the  gentlemen 
that  honoured  mu  with  the  Greek  Epigrams,  when 
I  had,  what  I  hope  sometime  to  have  again,  the 
pleasure  of  spending  a  little  time  with  you  at 
Winchester.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged 
and  most  humble  servant,  Sam.  Johnson." 

—  MS. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
(Ejetracts.) 

"  May  S3. 1780. 
"  But  [Mrs.  Montagu]  and  you  have  had,  with 
all  your  adulation,  nothing  finer  said  of  you  than 
was  said  last  Saturday  night  of  Burke  and  me. 
We  were  at  the  Bishop  of  [St.  Asaph's '1,  (a  bishop 
little  better  tlian  your  bishop  [Hinchliffe]),  and 
towards  twelve  we  fell  into  talk,  to  which  the 
ladies  listened,  just  as  they  do  to  you  ;  and  said,  as 
I  heard,  *  Then  is  no  rising  unless  somebody  wiU  cry 
Fire!  '  1  whm  last  night  at  Miss  Monkton's;  and 
there  were  Lady  Craven  and  Lady  Cranburne,  and 


many  ladies  and  few  men.  Next  Saturday  I  am 
to  be  at  Mr.  Pepys's,  and  in  the  intermediate  time 
am  to  provide  for  myself  as  I  can.** 

**May  25.  —  Congrev€,  whom  I  despatched  at 
the  Borough  while  I  was  attending  the  election,  is 
one  of  the  best  of  the  little  Live$  i  but  then  I  had 
your  conversation.**'] 
—  Letters. 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  FARMER. 

"  May  25.  1780. 
"Sir,  —  I  know  your  disposition  to  second  any 
literary  attempt,  and  therefore  venture  upon  the 
liberty  of  intreating  you  to  procure  from  college  or 
university  registers  all  the  dates  or  other  informa- 
tions which  they  can  supply  relating  to  Ambrose 
Philips,  Broome,  and  Gray,  who  were  all  of 
Cambridge,  and  of  whose  lives  I  am  to  give  such 
accounts  as  I  can  gather.  Be  pleased  to  forgive 
this  trouble  from.  Sir,  your  most  bumble  servant, 
**  Sam.  Johnson.** 

While  Johnson  was  thus  engaged  in  prepar- 
ing a  delightful  literary  entertainment  for  tho 
world,  the  tranquillity  of  the  metropolis  of 
Great  Britain  was  unexpectedly  disturbed  by 
the  most  horrid  series  of  outrage  that  ever 
disgraced  a  civilised  country.  A  relaxation  of 
some  of  the  severe  penal  provisions  against  our 
fellow-subjects  of  tne  Catnolic  communion  had 
been  granted  by  the  legislature,  with  an  op- 
position so  inconsiderable,  that  the  genuine 
mildness  of  Christianity,  united  with  liberal 
policy,  seemed  to  have  become  general  in  this 
island.  But  a  dark  and  malignant  spirit  of 
persecution  soon  showed  itself,  m  an  unworthy 
petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  wise  and  humane 
statute.  That  petition  was  brought  forward 
by  a  mob,  with  the  evident  purpose  of  intimi- 
dation, and  was  justly  rejected.  But  the 
attempt  was  accompanied  and  followed  by  such 
daring  violence  as  is  unexampled  in  history. 
Of  this  extraordinary  tumult,  Dr.  Johnson  has 
given  the  following  concise,  lively,  and  just 
account  in  his  "  Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale  "  *  :  — 

"June  9.  1780.  —  On  Friday,  the  good  protest- 
ants  met  in  Saint  George's  Fields  at  the  summons 
of  Lord  George  Gordon ;  and  marching  to  West- 
minster, insulted  the  lords  and  commons,  who  all 
bore  it  with  great  tameness.  At  night  the  outrages 
b^an  by  the  demolition  of  the  mass-house  [in 
Duke  Street]  by  Lincoln's  Inn. 

<*  An  exact  journal  of  a  week's  defiance  of  go- 


I  The  formal  stjle  of  this  letter,  compared  with  that  of 
bis  former  correnpondonce  with  Thomai  Warton,  plainly 
prore*  that  a  coolne««  or  misunderitandiiig  had  taken  place 
between  them.  In  Dr.  Wooil'i  Mrmnirt  of  Joseph  Warton 
we  find  that  the  coiiliiets  extended  to  him  alio :  "  The  di*. 
agreement  which  took  place  after  a  long  and  warm  friendship 
between  Johnson  and  [Joseph3  Warton  is  much  to  be  la. 
mented :  it  occurred  at  the  houKe  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  as 
1  am  told  bj  one  of  the  company,  who  only  overheard  the 
following  conclusion  of  the  dispute :  Johkson.  '  Sir,  1  am 
not  used  to  t>e  contradicted.'  Wahtom.  '  Better  for  joar- 
sdf  and  friends.  Sir,  if  you  were :  our  admiration  could  not 
be  tncreaaed.  but  our  love  might.*  The  party  interfered,  and 
tke  conversation  was  stopped." 

Tbe  style,  however,  of  the  neat  IcUer,  written  so  late  in 
Dr.  Jotaiiioo'B  life,  leads  us  to  hope  that  tbe  diflbrence  re- 
corded by  Dr.  Wuoll  was  transient.  —  Caouia. 


*  Shipley,  Bishop  of  St.  Atwh'i ;  of  wbose  too  constant  ap. 
pearance  in  general  societv  Dr.  Johnson  disapproved.  The 
other  bishop  was  Hincblilfe  of  Peterborough,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Thrale  had  told,  in  her  letters  fhnn  Bath,  some  amiable  and 
innocent,  but  not  altogether  episcopal  condesceniioai  to  the 
maimers  of  the  place,  and  who,  if  be  was  whig  enough  to 
displcAse  Mr.  .Melmoth.  (antr,  p.  64ft.)  would  flod  little 
favour  in  Johnson's  eyes.  — CaoKsa,  1831-47. 

3  Boswell  is  fond  of  censuring  Mrs.  Thrale't  adulation  of 
Johnson,  but  the  reader  will  observe  here,  and  In  many  other 
instances,  that  she  was  only  paying  him  back  bis  own  coin. 
—  Caoaaa,  1847. 

*  Vol.  11.  p.  143.  et  seq.  I  have  selected  passages  from 
several  letters,  without  mentioning  dates. —  Botwai*.  I 
have  reslered  tbe  datss.  and  a  remariuAU  omissiom.— 
Caoaia. 
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vernment  I  cannot  give  you.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Strahan,  who  had  been  insuUcd,  spoke  to  Lord 
Mansfield,  who  had  I  think  been  insulted  too,  of 
the  licentiousne>s  of  the  populace ;  and  his  lord- 
ship treated  it  as  a  very  slight  irref^ularity.  On 
Tuesday  night  they  pulled  down  Fielding's  house  | 
[in  Bow  Street]  and  burnt  his  goods  in  the  street. 
'J'hey  had  gutted  on  Monday  Sir  George  Savile's 
house  [in  Leicester  Square],  but  the  building  was 
saved.  On  Tuesday  evening,  leaving  Fielding's 
ruins  they  went  to  Newgate  to  demand  their  com-  | 
paiiions  who  had  been  seized  demolishing  thcchapel.  I 
The  keeper  could  not  release  them  but  by  the 
mayor's  permission,  which  he  went  to  ask  ;  at  his 
return  he  found  all  the  prisoners  released,  and 
Newgate  in  a  blaze.  They  then  went  to  Blooms- 
bury  [Square],  and  fastened  upon  Lord  Mans- 
field's liouse,  which  they  pulled  down ;  and  as  for 
his  goods,  they  totally  burnt  them.  They  have 
since  gone  to  Cacnwood,  but  a  guard  was  there 
before  them.  They  plundered  some  papists  I 
think,  and  burnt  a  mass-house,  in  Moorfields  the 
same  night. 

*'  On  Wednesday  I  walked  with  Dr.  Scott,  to 
look  at  Newgate,  and  found  it  in  ruins  with  the 
fire  yet  glowing.  As  I  went  by  the  protestants 
were  plundering  the  sessions-house  at  the  Old 
Builey.  Tliere  were  not,  I  believe,  a  hundred ; 
but  they  did  their  work  at  leisure,  in  full  security, 
without  sentinels  without  trepidation,  as  men 
lawfully  employed  in  full  day.  Such  is  the  cow- 
ardice of  a  commercial  place.  On  Wednesday 
they  broke  open  the  Fleet,  and  the  King's  Bench, 
and  the  Marshalsea,  and  Wood-street  Compter, 
and  Clerkenwell  Bridewell,  and  released  all  the 
prisoners. 

"  At  night  they  set  fire  to  the  Fleet,  and  to  the 
King's  Bench,  and  T  know  not  how  many  other 
places ;  and  one  mi^ht  see  the  glare  of  conflagra- 
tion fill  the  sky  from  many  parts.  Tlie  sight  was 
dreadful.  Some  |)euple  were  threatened :  Mr. 
Strahan  advised  me  to  take  care  of  myself  Such 
a  time  of  terror  you  have  been  happy  in  not  seeing. 

"  The  king  said  in  council,  *  that  the  magistrates 
had  not  done  their  duty,  but  that  he  would  do  his 
own ; '  and  a  proclamation  was  published,  directing 
us  to  keep  our  servants  within  doors,  as  the  peace 
was  now  to  be  preserved  by  force.  The  soldiers 
were  sent  out  to  different  parts  and  the  town  is 
now  at  quiet. 

*'  What  has  happened  at  your  house  you  will 
know  ;  the  harm  is  only  a  few  butts  of  beer  ;  and, 
I  think,  you  may  be  sure  that  the  danger  is  over. 
There  is  a  body  of  soldiers  at  St.  Margaret's  Hill."  ' 

*'  Jane  10.  —  The  soldiers  are  stationed  so  as  to 
be  every  where  within  call.  There  is  no  longer 
any  body  of  rioters  and  the  individuals  are  hunted 
to  their  holes,  and  led  to  prison.  lA>rd  George 
was  last  night  sent  to  the  Tower.  Mr.  John  Wilkes 
was  this  day  in  my  neighbourhood,  to  seize  the 
pulilisher  of  a  seditious  paper. 

"  Several    ehapvls    have    been    destroyed,    and 


'  In  the  Borough.  —  CantBR,  1847. 

»  I*«>rd  G«^rge  Gordon  and  hit  followen.  during  thew 
outrag(>i,  wore  blue  rib.-ind*  in  their  hats.  — Malone. 

3  Mr.  Boswrll  (orins  not  to  harn  rHUhed  thU  allusion  to  a 
Scottish  invasion,  and.  instead  of  iaughing.  as  Johnxon  ap-  ; 
p«i*rs  to  have  d<m<>.  at  this  absurd  rumour,  chose  to  oniit  the  . 
passiigc  aitogccher.  —  Ckokek.  ; 


several  inoffensive  papists  have  been  plundered; 
but  the  high  sport  was  to  bum  the  gaols  This 
was  a  good  rabble  trick.  Tlie  debtors  and  the 
criminals  were  all  set  at  liberty  i  but  of  the  cri- 
minals as  has  always  happened,  many  are  already 
retaken ;  and  two  pirates  have  surrendered  them- 
selves and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  par- 
doned. 

"  Government  now  acts  again  with  its  proper 
force;  and  wc  are  all  under  the  protection  of  the 
king  and  the  law.  I  thought  that  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  you  and  my  nuu/er  to  have  my  testi- 
mony to  the  public  security  ;  and  that  you  would 
sleep  more  quietly  when  I  told  you  that  you  are 
safe." 

**  June  1 2.  —  The  public  has  escaped  a  very 
heavy  calamity.  The  rioters  attempted  the 
Bank  on  Wednesday  night,  but  in  no  great  num- 
ber ;  and,  like  other  thieves  with  no  great  rewlu- 
tion.  Jack  Wilkes  headed  the  party  that  drove 
them  away.  It  is  agreed,  that  if  they  had  leiied 
the  Bank  on  Tuesday,  at  the  height  of  the  panics 
when  no  resist  ance  had  been  prepared,  they  migbt 
have  carried  irrecoverably  away  whatever  they  hid 
found.  Jack,  who  was  always  zealous  for  order 
and  decency,  declares  that  if  he  be  trusted  with 
power,  he  will  not  leave  a  rioter  alive.  There  it. 
Iiowever,  now  no  longer  any  need  of  heroism  or 
bloodshed  ;  no  blue  riband  '  is  any  longer  worn. 

*'  All  danger  here  is  apparently  over  :  but  a 
little  agitation  still  continues.  We  frighten  one 
another  with  70,000  Scots',  to  come  hither  with 
the  Dukes  of  Gordon  and  Argyll,  and  eat  us.  tuk 
liang  us  or  drown  us ;  but  we  are  all  at  quiet." 

**  June  14.  —  There  has  indeed,  been  an  uni- 
versal panic,  from  which  the  king  was  the  first  that 
recovered.  Without  the  concurrence  of  his  minii- 
tcrs,  or  the  assistance  of  the  civil  magistrates,  be 
put  the  soldiers  in  motion,  and  saved  the  tova 
from  calamities  ouch  as  a  rabblc*s  govemmait 
must  naturally  produce.** 

Such  was  the  end  of  thb  miserable  sedititn, 
from  which  London  was  delivered  bv  the 
mngnoniinity  of  the  sovereim  hiiuyelf.  tlliat- 
ever  some  may  maintaiUf  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  was  no  combination  or  plan,  either  do- 
mestic or  foreign  ;  but  that  the  mischief  spKid 
by  a  gradual  contagion  of  frenzy,  augmented 
by  the  quantities  of  fermented  liquors  of  whick 
the  deluded  jiopulace  possessed  themflelves  in 
the  course  of  their  depredations. 

I  should  think  myself  very  much  to  blame, 
did  I  here  neglect  to  do  justice  to  my  estcenwd 
friend*  Mr.  Akennan,  the  keeper  of  Newgate, 
who  long  discharged  a  very  unportant  trnrt  I 
with  an  tmiform  intrepid  firmness,  and  at  the  | 
same  time  a  tenderness  and  a  liberal  charity  , 
which  entitled  him  to  be  recorded  with  dis- 
tiii^uished  honour. 

Ui)on  this  occasion,  from  the  timidity  and 


*  Why  Mr.  Boswcll  should  call  the  keeper  of  KewMteM 
"  ettfrmed  friend  "  lias  puizled  many  remden  ;  but  bnlia 
bis  natural  df*i>ire  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  evcrr  bcrir 
who  was  eminent  or  rfimarkable,  or  ovvn  mitoriimt.  Mi 
slranRe  propensity  for  witncsslni  exrcutions  prolMbly  lin«M 
him  into  more  Immediate  tnturcoursc  with  the  tocpcf  rf 
Newgate.  —  CaoKBiu  -«»i~« 


-^T,7l. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOU^SOK 


640 


tiiH  ulriuMt   its 

tlu— 'I tl„. 


the  mob  uQ 

:i(  riniulrv 

r;  but 


r)i«ract«r :— •*  He  who  has  )'■■ 

m  bis  view   ibc  wor!«t  af  rn 


would  bnvc  prevented  ull  ihi^,  bad  pro{>cr  utd 
been  sent  biru  iu  duv  lune,  ibvrc  o^iii  be  no 
doubt 

MftQv  years  ago,  a  fire  broku  out  m  tbo  brick 
port  wnich  wus  built  um  an  mlditifm  U»  tbc  old 
Ipiol  of  Newgale.  The  prisoners  were  ui  con- 
iiU'rniiliifn  and  tumuU,  culling;  out»  **  Wc  mhall 
be  burnt,  we  sball  bo  bun»t !  Down  with  tbe 
•  "  '  down  with  ihv  |;afe!  "  Mr.  Akerman 
i  to  thcnri,  abownd  himsfilf  at  the  fiiit^?, 
I  ''■  nAf^r  some  cotdiM+'d  v(K.*iiV'ratinti  of 
•Ml  lf«.»Hr  him! '"  obtained  n  silent  af- 

tei.i  II  eabnlj^  told  tbcnit  thfit  the  gnte 

niuiit  not  go  down  ;  tlud.  they  wore  under  bio 
Csu*!**  iiiid  tliut  th*?y  shonld  not  be  permitted  ta 
C»carx';  but  that  he  could  ttssurt;  th<-'m  they 
qockI  not  be  alVuld  of  being  burnt,  for  thut  the 
fire  wuLi  not  in  I  In*  prison,  properly  so  oallod, 
wkieh  wrw  strongly  Imilt  with  stone ;  and  that 
ii'  tV  '  '  t  ,  be  ijuielj  be  hiuiaelf 

W*-  atid  euniluL'l  them  ro 

the  ii..  ...<  .  <   'i  .,.  ,1 iilding,  and  would  not 

go  out  (ill  iht'y  ^iive  bim  leave*     To  lliis  pro- 

EKl^nl  rliit    :4"r«H<<l  ;    npoo   ivhlil:  Mr.  A  Ivf!  iiiuH, 
kii.  ide  them  i 

W»*ii  ;    with    ft    '  11 

OfHlereifi  the  outer  turnkiy  ujhju  uo  ;u:t'ount 
to  fijieti  the  pit*%  i'Vi*n  though  the  prisoners 
(though  he  trusted  tiiey  would  not)  BhouW 
brnuk  dieir  irctrd^  nnd  by  force  brinj?  himself  to 
order  it.     "  Never  mind  ine/' said  1i  '      M 

that   happen."     The  pnat>ners  p*  ; 
lowed  huti,  while  ho  eunduci**d   thitn  khoh-Ji 
|mjwa»:e*    »il'   whi.'h    he  lui4l    tlie    keys    to    the 

.vi.MM.il.  .,r  ti ..J    ivliich  wtt»  iiii.^-*  .!i,MiiT.f 

v  tills   VCi 
!.■  'm/IU    thilt  tl..'-  ;  a 

iinir  mk,  it'  WJV  at  ali,  ho  then  uddrej«ed 

ihua :    "  freutfenien»  you  siro  now  eon- 

inc«d  that  I  told  you  true.     I  have  no  doubt 

^thftt  the  en;?Inea  wdl  soon  extinguish  this  fu-e  : 

tf  th**y  (tbould  not,  a  sufHeient  guunl  will  eouie, 

and  voti  kIkiII  be  nil  tiikeri  out  and  lod<_'ed  in 

thv  T  ,] 

Atl\  '  I 

X    llUvi-    ivn     in  \    III  <n -I      lii.li     I     i:i  1 

roo.     I  will  keep  my  [»roini  '\ 

*'ii1(    iT  t-..ii     ir-,-i  .(     WT,,  .ri    it         1  ,■!' 


wviour.  ;  out,  **  Mu«ier  Akcr- 

_,  you  hav<  ^<dy;  it  wn^  v-ry  kind 

(70U  :  by  ftll  Uivmi»  ^o  ♦ui<I  i  your 

rnneems."     lie  ilid  ni\  iv  ,  while 

„  .  r^inuined,  artd  wwv  all   |if  ^ci\liL 
Johnwin  hna  been  fuard  to  re  bite  the  8ub- 


priAODcrii,  prououticed  tllti»  eulojjty  upon  hii* 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  TllttALE 

(  BAraeli. ) 

"  J«f»<  15.  1790. —  I  WJU  L<t  \»*'kL  at  Iifiinjf*t 
coHttrMtioNt,  And  J{fnny  jjot  bet  ro«»j>  pri-tty  nt-U 
filled  ;  aiiJ  tliere  were  Mrju  Ord«Nnd  Mr^,  })onii«ek, 
and  Mm.  Bunbury,  [p.  t40.  n.  7.]  Mini  ntlicr  inu»> 
tridua  narnt^«,  und  much  wotiUI  poor  Htnny  hnvir 
given  lo  linve  bail  Mr*.  Thrali-  loo,  ond  t^ueviijr, 
and  fFttnuyl  Bt>n»ey  ;  but  hiimaa  hflppuivM  \% 
IK'  -  -J  *  .  then?  ii  aJwuyi  vnr  v^ide  affrnuf, 
n"  compla)nv(b  —  »oinc    cruviii^   void 

Iti"  ,11    the    ljrci»t»     fimny    is    gv>ing    to 

lUm«>gAtc;  Mul  iliut  tlie  wurfd  drop*  away,  and  I 
am  l«f%  in  tlie  «ultry  town,  io  utn  the  »un  in  tlie 
Ctub,  and  pcrlups  in  llie  X,iVhi,  while  yott  ftf* 
p;idiiUng  with  lite  K«reid»." 

**July  HI.  —  I  hnvc  not  «een  r     ^  '     "ri<!# 

I  had   the  tnisfoitune  of  svv'ny  I 

was  one  night  <Jt   Huriu-yS,      i    .  -    i'ys 

and  iVIrs.  Ord,  und  PurudiMr,  and  HuoIm,  and  Dr. 
Dunbar  of\Abcrdix*n,  and  I  know  not  how  many 
more;  and  P«py»  axid  1  had  alt  the  talk.*' 

—  Ltittrt 

JOHNSON  TO  MI8S  UEYNOLOa 

"  DoU  Cuurt,  Juuo  Id.  \tm, 
•*  DtAa  Madam^^  I  nttiwi't  y<iur  leitiT  an  noon 
a»  I  can,  for  t  have  ju*i  ri'cuived  it.  \  am  very 
Willing  lu  wait  on  yoii  at  all  time?*,  and  will  «ii  tW 
•  he  jdflmv,  and,  if  it  Iw  ncec*Mry,  will  tit  ogAin^ 
for  whcpncvcr  I  ail  I  e^hall  be  alwayt  wttti  you. 

"  Ua  not,  my  love,  buru  your  papvnu  1  bavs 
mended  little  but  mnut  bad  rhym«».'  I  thought 
them  vt^ry  pretty,  and  wait  tnuch  in<)¥«t!  tn  rt'ading 
them.  Thi.'  iri'd  ink  \%  only  lake  and  gum,  and  Willi 
a  inoitil  »];iO(iijc  Will  liL"  wa%hcd  off, 

'•  (  have  hern  out  of  ordof,  bur,  by  blading  Mud 
other  meauK,  mm  imw  better.  Let  nic  know  oil 
which  day  I  shall  come  to  you.     I  ami  ftc, 

—  Rffn,  MSS.  **  Sam,  Joa»r»OM. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  TURAL! 
<  Ertrattt, ) 

"  Londtm,  Juip  la  1 780.  —  I  *tay  al   bome  lO 

work,  and  yH  do  not  work  dd«g«n(ly  ;  nor  can  t4^U 
whuii  1  shall  have  door,  nor  piTbajM  doe*  any  body 
hut  mypKjIf  wisih  me  to  have  done  ;  for  what  can 
tlity  hope  t  *hall  do  ht-ttfT  ?  Yet  I  wi-Jb  ihr  work 
IS  over,  and  I  wa^  ar  lilicTty.  Would  I  jro  to 
Afn.    A*.tfu-.  ,ir,;?  !\fr'.   pMrt.-r. '.11^  'IV  r'      , .'  '    ''-..\ 


i\.i  1   r. 


M 


into  pracllcv,  and  bopon  of  eicelivnoi*  which  1  ooew 
prv^umed,  and  never  hnvr  rttrntTTp»i '  Wnuh!  F 
compart*  what  1  imjw  am,  •>  ii.'d 

bu  havf   bw5n?     U   it  r»  ;^. 

gmtionN  uf  *haine>,  and  0)>(»iMiinr,K^  ui  «.:itruw  '  ' 


*  or  a  |iwta   (to*  1  try  clip  (■•uur   oi    Mr    rilrnAr^l^rnfv 
m^.     Jnh»*m»  f*»A  it  ■Miwdfelf.  t\"  rnu«  oir« 

rrH-anii* ,  but  afn>r  all  n  la  n<i«  •ortHi  k.uL 
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**  July  27.  —  I  dined  yesterday  at  Sir  Joshua's 
with  Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  and  she  told  me  I  was 
the  best  critic  in  the  world,  and  I  told  her  that  no- 
body in  the  world  could  judge  like  her  of  the  merit 
of  a  critic.     On  Sunday  I  was  with  Dr.  Lawrence 

and  his  two  sisters-in-law,  to  dine  with  Mr.  G , 

at  Putney.     The  doctor  cannot  hear  in  a  coach 
better  than  in  a  room,  and  it  was  but  a  dull  day.*' 

"  Auffust  1.  —  I  sent  to  Lord  Westcote'  about 
his  brother's  Life ;  but  he  says  he  knows  not  whom 
to  employ,  and  is  sure  I  shall  do  him  no  injury. 
There  is  an  ingenious  scheme  to  save  a  day's  work, 
or  part  of  a  day,  utterly  defeated.  Then  what 
avails  it  to  be  wise?  The  plain  and  the  artful 
man  must  both  do  their  own  work.  But  I  think  I 
have  got  a  Life  of  Dr.  Young."" 
—  Letter*. 

JOHNSON  TO  LORD  WESTCOTE. 

"  Bolt  Court,  Flert  Street,  July  27. 1780. 
Mr  Lord,  —  The  course  of  my  undertaking  will 
now  require  a  short  life  of  your  brother.  Lord 
Lyttelton.  My  desire  is  to  avoid  ofTence,  and  to 
be  totally  out  of  danger.  I  take  the  liberty  of 
proposing  to  your  lordship,  that  the  historical  ac- 
count should  be  written  under  your  direction  by 
any  friend  you  may  be  willing  to  employ,  and  I 
will  only  take  upon  myself  to  examine  the  poetry. 
Four  pages  like  those  of  his  work,  or  even  half  so 
much,  will  be  sufficient  As  the  press  is  going  on, 
it  will  be  fit  that  I  should  know  what  you  shall  be 
pleased  to  determine.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  lord- 
ship's most  humble  servant, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

JOHNSON  TO  LORD  WESTCOTE. 

"  Bolt  Court.  Fleet  Street,  July  S8. 1780. 
*•  My  Lord,  —  I  wish  it  had  been  convenient  to 
have  had  that  done  which  I  proposed.  I  shall  certainly 
not  wantonly  nor  willingly  offend;  but  when  there 
are  such  near  relations  living,  I  had  rather  they 
would  please  themselves.  For  the  life  of  Lord 
Lyttelton  I  shall  need  no  help  —  it  was  very 
public,  and  I  have  no  need  to  be  minute.  But  I 
return  your  lordship  thanks  for  your  readiness  to 
help  me.  I  have  another  life  in  hand,  that  of  Mr. 
West ',  about  which  I  am  quite  at  a  loss ;  any  in- 
formation respecting  him  would  be  of  great  use  to, 
my  Lord,  your  lordship's  most  humble  servant, 
"  Sam.  Johnson."] 

In  the  course  of  this  month  my  brother 


1  Brother  to  the  first  Lord  Lyttelton,  by  which  latter  title 
he  was  afterwards  himsci  T  created  an  English  peer.  See  tmti, 
p.  224.  n.  7.  I  have  added  to  the  text  bis  letters  to  Lord 
Westcote.  —  Crokbr. 

*  From  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir)  Herbert  Crofl ;  a  very  mode- 
rate production.  He  died  at  Paris,  after  a  fifteen  years'  resi- 
dence in  that  city,  April  27. 1816.—  Crokbr. 

s  Gilbert    West    was    Lord  Westcote's    first    cousin 

Crokbs.  1847. 

*  Now  settled  in  London.  —  Bosw ELL.  As  Inspector  of 
seamen's  wills  in  the  Navy  Pay  Ofllce ;  from  which  situation 
he  retired  In  1833,  and  died  in  1826.  —  Crokbr. 

>  Mrs.  Pioxti  has  omitted  the  name,  the  betl  knows  why. 
—  Bosw ELL.  From  delicacy,  perhaps,  fearing  that  Mfr. 
Boswell  might  not  like  to  see  his  name  coupled  with  the 
description  of  Scotland,  as  a  sorrj/ ptaee."  ~~  CnoK^n. 

«  Dr.  Johnson  had,  for  the  last  year,  felt  some  alleviation 
of  a  troublesome  disease  which  bad  long  affected  him  ;  this 
relief   he  thus  gratefully  and   devoutly  adinowledfed:— > 


David*  wfuted  upon  Dr.  Johnson,   wil 
following  letter  of  introduction,  which 
taken  care  should  be  lying  ready  on  his  i 
in  London. 

BOSWELL  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Edinburgh.  April ». 
"  Mt  dkar  Sir,  — .  This  will  be  delivered  t 
by  my  brother  David  on  his  return  from 
You  wil)  be  glad  to  see  the  nun  who  von 
*  stand  by  the  old  castle  of  Auchinleck  with 
purse,  and  sword  ; '  that  romantic  fiunily  sole 
devised  by  me,   of  which   you  and  I  talked 
complacency  upon  the  spot.     I  trust  that  1 
years  of  absence  have  nut  lessened  his  fieud 
tachment,  and  that  you  will   find  him  wor 
being  introduced  to  your  acquaintance.     I 
the  honour  to  be,  with  afTectionate  veneratio 
dear  Sir,  your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 
**  James  Boswn 

Johnson  received  him  very  politelj,  aw 
thus    mentioned   him    in    a    letter    to 

Thrale»:  — 

'*  I  have  had  with  me  a  brother  of  Bosve 
Spanish  merchant,  whom  the  war  has  driven 
his  residence  at  Valencia.  He  is  gone  to  ai 
friends,  and  will  find  Scotland  but  a  sorry 
after  twelve  years'  residence  in  a  happier  db 
He  is  a  very  agreeable  man,  and  speaki 
Scotch."* 


JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
(Extract. ) 

"  Aug.  14.  r 
**  I  hope  you  have  no  design  of  stealing  awt 
Italy  before  the  election,  nor  of  leaving  me  be 
you  ;  though  I  am  not  only  tevtnty  but  sercaff 
Could  not  you  let  roe  lose  a  year  in  round  t 
hers  ?     .Sweetly,  sweetly,  sings  Dr.  Swift, 

'  Some  dire  misfortune  to  portend. 
No  enemy  can  match  a  friend.* 

But  what  if  I  am  seventy-two  9  I  remember 
pitius'says  of  Saint  Martin  —  (now  that*^  ^ 
yoKr  reading) — Est  animus  victor  czaitorvm,  et  a 
tHti  cedere  nescius.  Match  me  that  among  < 
own  folks.  If  you  try  to  plague  me,  I  sfaaU 
you  that,  according  to  Galen,  life  begins  to  da 
from  thirty-Jive. "  "] 


"  Sunday,  June  I R.  — In  the  morning  of  this  day  last  j« 
perceived  the  remission  nf  those  convulalont  in  mji 
which  had  distressed  me  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
turned  thanks  at  church  for  the  mercy  granted  nc^  s 
has  now  continued  a  year."  Pr.  and  Med.  p.  180 Cm 

7  "  The  soul  triumphs  orer  years,  and  disdains  tovk 
age."  SulpltiuA  Sercrus,  a  French  eccl(>siaaUcad  wi 
born  A.  o.  35a  His  history  of  his  contemporarr  and  fei 
St.  Martin  of  Tours,  is  a  sad  record  of  superttitioa  aa^ 
posture, "  written  in  a  stvie  not  unworthy  the  Ancitstaa 
So  natural,"  Gibbon  adds,  "  is  the  aUiaace  beMrcoi  i 
taste  and  good  sense,  that  I  am  always  astonbliied  ti 
contrast."    Hist.  v.  38.—  Crokir,  1847. 

*  Mrs.  PloExl  at  her  last  birth-day  must  have  hcca  f 
so  that  Johnson  must  have  alluded  to  the  apriahtlv  « 
In  which  he  had  celebrated  Mrs.  Thraleat  iMa 
(sea  anti.  p.  170.  n.  S  and  p.  471.  n.  3.);  bat  alootl 
notes  were  written,  I  have  found  evidence  uoder  hw 
band  that  my  suspicion  was  Just,  and  that  ahs  w»m  ^ 
t740,iwwstyfa-CaoKBB.  «.-*-«iw«bb 
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JOHNSON  TO  BEATTIB, 
At  Abtttkwu. 
"  Boh  CmiTt,  FlW3t  Stfort,  A«s.  tl.  iWO. 
•*  Sim, —  Morti  yc&rs*  lh«.ii  I  have  any  dt^iightto 
'f^V      '  '  jruu  and  I  saw  one  finntUerj 

of  fl  I  i»  no  ri-avMi  for  nmking  any 

tvtu  lit:  —  5ic  fata  ffruht       Hut 

inrt  t  JJ3.S*  iitmie  ^mall  intcrcHntipc 

of  r,  If  vou  uy  iliJit  I  ought  to 

tva%«;  v^iaU'tt,  1  now  write:  and  I  write  to  tell  you, 
ttml  1  Iwve  much  kindncs*  Air  vou  hhU  Mn*. 
iml   Ihut  1  vish    \  '      '■'     bt'iier,  and 

inp.     Try  chan^'-  1  eomt  «  few 

.uthwai'ds.      Aiui:.  i  l  mnv  do  you 

good.     Winter   is  coming  in ;  »fid    London 
wiffTuT,  ttiid  g»ytr,  iiad  busier,  and  more 
^ftftiW  of  •rauwmcnt  th*in  Al»erde«n, 

*»  My  y\^A\\\  i«  better;  Imt  thnt  wd)  bo  liute  in 
the   T  lh    1  tell    yoti   ihnl  Mrs.  Momagu 

ha><  I.  ftud  is  I  dovdit,  imw  liut  weakly. 

J^lf  bccii  vctv  <!•"''  riiui..!v  diiM>rduTc'd  ; 

but  it?r,  andit  :illy  rf-covtr. 

lie  I  urn  htm*t;li  '  ss  the  whole 

numnior.  ^ir  Joshua  aitd  Ui>  M»wi  tire  well ;  aw) 
Mr  liuv'tc*  hrti  ifot  gtMt  success  jt»  an  liuthor  •, 
U»tu*n*ii»d  by  the  corruption  of  a  T      '  *   More 

,H»«^    1    hove   not   to  toll  you,  »>  y«u 

mtiitt  Iw  contciiti.-d  with  hearinn;,  v^.  .-  .  .,:,uw  not 
vrlioUivf  you  much  «bh  to  hctr*.  thnt  1  am.  Sir, 
A«.,  Sa«.  Joiikw.i.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Loorton.  Aug.  91.  I7»0. 
DffAK   .SiK.  —  t  (ind  you  have  taken    one   of 
1  jroui  fit*  of  tat'itiiniity,  iind   hm'e   ttrsolvcd   f>ot   to 
wtifc  till  you  arc   writttrn  to:  it  u  but  a  pccvuh 
kuuiour,  but  you  sJiaU  Imve  your  way. 

I    have   Ml    at   home    in    Bolt  Court  all   Ihi: 

ITT         ■'■     '   •  -   *^>  writ*?  the  Lite-f,   and  a  grtstt 

think inji;       Hovcral  of  them. 

iiid    1    still   thmk  to   do  thv 

•  TVTt.  Tltmle  and  hU  fatally  have,  «in*y«  hi*  ill- 
.  ir  titn*  firul  at    Bath,  «f 

L' ;  but  t  hav»«  hvttu  at  : 

I     ■*.i.||ili    il.ivr    ;_•-■■  ■   *  -    •    ■  -hlU-ld    tf  I    CUU.1.    iiitiv    j|.*d 

Lime,  sod    I   ii  id  riroe  if  I   had  het^n 

iY«j  but  1  I oiuch,  ntid  dontj  little. 


,  vl  tfciAbHB  i*e  yaari  ibftent ' 
ifimltll  Ma  rnti^ruNIn^  ' 


••In  the  Imte  di>^f ''>'■•  "'••'^  Mr.  Tisrrile'a  hou»c 
and  »to<il  iir«?r«*  in  ---r     Th«   mob  wa« 

pacified    at   ibcJr    ti  n    with   about  fifty 

pounHi  In  drink  and  »)caI  ;  mid  at  lliclf  accond, 
were  driven  nvrny  l»y  the  ^olditfr^,  Mr.  Straltati 
gill  .  irito  hi»  houu',  and  inn:  '    'i  tn 

a   I  i.e  wn*   so  friBiited,   t];  <! 

pjiu  ,..  ...    ^^ala.     Mr«.  >VLlli»ni«  W- -.  jn 

thu  country. 

^  I  know  nut  \rhetber  I  atiftll  gjtX  n  ninblc  lhi« 
autuitio.  It  \%  now  about  the  time  when  wo  were 
tmvcHing.  I  have,  however,  better  bcftlth  itmii  I 
hflfl  then,  and  hope  yon  mnl  I  may  yet  ihow  uur- 
5clvc*  on  some  part  of  EtiroiK-.  A*ia,  or  Afru-iL' 
In  the  Tri^<""  f'>^"  U-t  «»  ]d.iy  tio  tritk,  Imt  keep 
each  otb  .  by  all  meaI^^  in  *Mir  ponri-r, 

«' Tho  I  'Im?  ii  Dr.  DvinlMir  rif  Aberrlvcn, 

who  ha»  witittu  4ud  published  a  very  ingeniout 
book',  and  wlio  I  ihink  bfc*  a  kindnc»  for  mc, 
and  willf  wlieu  he  kuufr«  you.  have  a  kiadne«i 
for  you. 

**  I  suppow  your  little  Indies  are  grown  tall ;  and 
your  son  hoi  l>ecotne  a  learned  youtig  man,  I  love 
thetu  all,  and  I  love  your  naughty  lady»  whom  1 
never  jihall  persuade  to  love  me.  When  the  livr* 
arc  done^  1  ihall  tend  Ihcui  to  complete  her  cxjIIcc- 
tioti,  but  mu*t  send  iheiti  in  paper,  ov  lor  want  of 
A  paltt^rn,  [  cannot  bit»d  Ibem  to  fit  the  rt•^t.  1  am, 
Sir,  yours  most  afTectioiuitely,     Sam,  JommmjM,** 

This  jear  be  wrote  to  ft  yonng  dcrgytnim  * 
in  ibc  country  the   follow inj;  very  cKfelU^ot 

IcltLTi  which  i"«iiil!iin><  v^dii:il)l(>  :nlvK*i'  to  illv  lUeS 

tn  gencriU :  ^ 

TO  A  YOUNG  CLERGTMAN. 

"Bolt  Coart.  Kwt  SO.  IX<0. 

*' DlUk  Stm  —  Not  many  day»  ago  Dr,  Law- 
rcmce    thowed   me  ">   i  ••'   -  ..\.:,\.    . ^u    mtkn 

mention  of  met    II  i  not  be 

diJipleaned  tlutt  1  en  ,    urgogd- 

will  \vf  some  obaenrationa  whicb  yuut  ivUer  atlg* 
ge«ted  to  me. 

*'  Yov  ' '  '  ■  'ii'icw 

tics  in  \  L« 

that  re<)  ■         >  "'j-    "'i'>    »   muhv 

Mfcurr^  r.       'Hiey   who    eotUroet 

absurd  b  have  no  fear.      It  i«  Itn- 


thruijjh  I ' 
tiK  mj%A  1 

IT>»I'   ft    I    li 


wdl  low*  liow 


tr*,  rrom  hl4  adr^nUy  Ri  a  tiook- 

\    .iinl   t'.jU'.lji-r    111''    .!♦    '(11    ji!fl">r. 


•  t  With  h«  li«l  otnitiMl  tiitr  kUAptclim  upfVfti«<l  liere. 


t  Prntubly  th«  Jt*tor(ni4  Oit^tfm  .Stralian,  wbo  luiwar* 
rantatilTi  »  I  think.  p«it»ttshM]  hitrra^m  iMf  JlMtflMMn*, 
Th«  Uiitvr  itkvU  It  a  toi>«i  v«lual>le  cmm.  —  CNMiaia. 
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possible  to  do  the  same  thing  very  often  without 
some  peculiarity  of  manner :  but  that  manner  may 
be  good  or  bad,  and  a  little  care  will  at  least 
preserve  it  from  being  bad :  to  make  it  good,  there 
must,  I  think,  be  something  of  natural  or  casual 
felicity,  which  cannot  be  taught. 

"  Your  present  method  of  making  your  sermons 
seems  very  judicious.  Few  frequent -preachers  can 
be  supposed  to  have  sermons  more  their  own  than 
yours  will  be.  Take  care  to  register,  somewhere 
or  other,  the  authors  from  whom  your  several  dis- 
courses are  borrowed  ;  and  do  not  imagine  that  you 
shall  always  remember,  even  what,  perhaps,  you 
now  think  it  impossible  to  forget. 

*'  My  advice,  however,  is,  that  you  attempt,  from 
time  to  time,  an  original  sermon ;  and,  in  the 
labour  of  composition,  do  not  burden  your  mind 
with  too  much  at  once ;  do  not  exact  from  yourself 
at  one  effort  of  excogitation,  propriety  of  thought 
and  elegance  of  expression.  Invent  first,  and  then 
embellish.  The  production  of  something,  where 
nothing  was  before,  is  an  act  of  greater  energy 
than  the  expansion  or  decoration  of  the  thing 
produced.  Set  down  diligently  your  thoughts  as 
they  rise  in  the  first  words  that  occur ;  and  when 
you  have  matter  you  will  easily  give  it  form  ;  nor, 
perhaps,  will  this  method  be  always  necessary ;  for, 
by  habit,  your  thoughts  and  diction  will  flow 
together. 

•*  The  composition  of  sermons  is  not  very  dif- 
ficult :  the  divisions  not  only  help  the  memory  of 
tlie  hearer,  but  direct  the  judgment  of  the  writer  : 
they  supply  sources  of  invention,  and  keep  every 
part  in  its  proper  place. 

"  What  I  like  least  in  your  letter  is  your  account 
of  the  manners  of  your  parish ;  from  which  I 
gather,  that  it  has  been  long  neglected  by  the 
parson,  'llie  Dean  of  Carlisle  (Dr.  Percy),  who 
was  then  a  little  rector  in  Northamptonshire,  told 
me,  that  it  might  be  discerned  whether  or  no  there 
was  a  clergyman  resident  in  a  parish,  by  the  civil 
or  savage  manner  of  the  people.  Such  a  congrega- 
tion as  yours  stands  in  need  of  much  reformation  : 
and  I  would  not  have  you  think  it  impossible  to 
reform  them.  A  very  savage  parish  was  civilised 
by  a  decayed  gentlewoman,  who  came  among  them 
to  teach  a  petty  school.  My  learned  friend,  Dr. 
Wheeler,  of  Oxford,  when  he  was  a  young  man, 
had  the  care  of  a  neighbouring  parish  for  fifteen 
pounds  a  year,  which  he  was  never  paid ;  but  he 
counted  it  a  convenience,  that  it  compelled  him  to 
make  a  sermon  weekly.  One  woman  he  could  not 
bring  to  the  communion  ;  and  when  he  reproved  or 
exhorted  her,  she  only  answered,  that  she  was  no 
scholar.  He  was  advised  to  set  some  good  woman 
or  man  of  the  parish,  a  little  wiser  than  herself,  to 
talk  to  her  in  a  language  level  to  her  mind.  Such 
honest,  I  may  call  them  holy,  ardficcs  must  be 
practised  by  every  clergyman ;  for  all  means  must 
be  tried  by  which  souls  may  be  saved.  Talk  to 
your  people,  however,  as  much  as  you  can ;  and 
you  will  find,  that  the  more  frequently  you  con- 
verse with  them  upon  religious  subjects,  the  more 
willingly  they  will  attend,  and  the  more  submia- 
sively  they  will  learn.  A  clergyman's  diligence 
always  makes  him  venerable.  I  Uiink  I  have  now 
only  to  say,  that,  in  the  momentous  work  you  have 


I  had  not  teen  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale.  —  Boswaix. 


undertaken,  I  pray  God  to  bless  you.      I  am. 
&c.,  Sam.  Johwso 

My  next  letters  to  him  were  dated 
August)  6th  September,  and  1st  October. 
from  them  I  extract  the  follow  ing  passage 

"  My  brother  David  and  I  find  the  kmg-indi 
fancy  of  our  comforuble  meeting  again  at  Au 
leek  so  well  realised,  that  it  in  some  degree  con 
the  pleasing  hope  of  0/  pneclarum  diem! 
future  state. 

"  I  beg  that  you  may  never  again  badxi 
suspicion  of  my  indulging  a  peevish  humou] 
playing  tricks;  you  will  recollect  that  whi 
confessed  to  you  that  I  had  once  been  intentio 
silent  to  try  your  regard,  I  gave  you  my  word 
honour  that^I  would  not  do  so  again. 

"  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  good  state  of  bei 
I  pray  God  to  continue  it  long.  I  have  often 
that  I  would  willingly  have  ten  years  added  tc 
life,  to  have  ten  taken  from  yours  ;  I  mean,  tb 
would  be  ten  years  older  to  have  you  ten  j 
younger.  But  let  me  be  thankful  for  the  ; 
during  which  I  have  ei\joyed  your  firiendsbip,' 
please  myself  with  the  hopes  of  enjoying  it  n 
years  to  come  in  this  state  of  being,  trusting  aJi 
that  in  another  state  we  shall  meet  never  U 
separated.  Of  this  we  can  form  no  notion; 
the  thought,  though  indistinct,  is  delightful,  « 
the  mind  is  calm  and  clear. 

«*  The  riots  in  London  were  certainly  horril 
but  you  give  me  no  account  of  your  own  situs 
during  the  barbarous  anarchy.  A  descriptioi 
it  by  Dr.  Johnson  would  be  a  great  paintin 
you  might  write  another  •  London,  a  Poem.' 

"  I  am  charmed  with  your  condescending  al 
tionate  expression,  *  let  us  keep  aach  other's  ki 
ness  by  all  the  means  in  our  power.'  My  rew 
friend  !  how  elevating  is  it  to  my  mind,  that  I 
found  worthy  to  be  a  companion  to  Dr.  San 
Johnson !  All  that  you  have  said  in  grat 
praise  of  Mr.  Walmsley,  I  have  long  thou^l 
you  ;  but  we  are  both  Tories,  which  has  a  very 
neral  influence  upon  our  sentiments.  I  hope  i 
you  will  agree  to  meet  me  at  York,  about  the  eo 
this  month  ;  or  if  you  will  come  to  Carlisle,  i 
would  be  better  still,  in  case  the  dean  be  th 
Please  to  consider,  that  to  keep  each  other's  Id 
ness,  we  should  every  year  have  that  free 
intimate  communication  of  mind  which  can  be 
only  when  we  are  together.  We  should  have  I 
our  solemn  and  our  pleasant  talk. 

"  I  write  now  for  the  third  time,  to  tell  you  t 
my  desire  for  our  meeting  this  autumn  is  m 
increased.  1  wrote  to  *  Squire  Godfrey  Bosvil 
my  Yorkshire  chief,  that  I  should,  perhaps, 
him  a  visit,  as  I  was  to  hold  a  conference  with 
Johnson  at  York.  I  give  you  my  word 
honour  that  I  said  not  a  word  of  his  inviting  y 
but  he  wrote  to  me  as  follows :  — 

**  *  I  need  not  tell  you  I  shall  be  happy  to 
you  here  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  m 
propose ;  and  I  shall  likewise  be  in  hopes  that 
will  persuade  Dr.  Johnson  to  finish  the  conftn 
here.  It  will  add  to  the  favour  of  your  < 
company,  if  you  prevail  upon  such  an 


»  See  anti,  p.  58a  n.  1 C 
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assist  your  obsenrations.  I  have  often  been  en- 
tertained  with  his  writings.,  and  I  once  belonged  to 
a  club  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  I  never 
spent  an  evening  there,  but  I  hoard  something 
from  him  well  worth  remembering.' 

••  We  have  thus,  my  dear  Sir,  good  comfortable 
quarters  in  the  neighbourhood  of  York,  where  you 
may  be  assured  we  shall  be  heartily  welcome.  I 
pray  you,  then,  resolve  to  set  out ;  and  let  not  the 
year  17R0  be  a  blank  in  our  social  calendar,  and  in 
that  record  of  wisdom  and  wit,  which  I  keep  with 
so  much  diligence,  to  your  honour,  and  the  in- 
struction and  delight  of  others." 

Mr.  Thralc  had  now  another  contest  for  the 
representation  in  purliameiit  of  the  borough  of 
Southwark,  and  Johnson  kindly  lent  him  his 
assistance  by  writing  advertisements  and  letters 
for  him  ^  l' shall  insert  one  as  a  specimen. — 


**  TO  THE  WORTHY  ELFCTORS  OP  THE  BOROUUII  OF 
30UTHWARK. 

"  Southwark,  Sept.  5.  ITMi 
*' Genti.emeh, —  A  new  parliament  being  now 
called,  I  again  solicit  the  honour  of  l>cing  elected 
for  one  of  your  representatives  ;  and  solicit  it  with 
the  greater  confidence,  as  I  am  not  conscious  of 
having  neglected  my  duty,  or  of  liaving  acted 
otiierwisc  than  as  becomes  the  independent  re- 
presentative of  independent  constituents  —  superior 
to  fear,  hope,  and  expectation,  who  has  no  private 
pur{K>seK  to  promote,  and  whose  prosperity  is 
involvetl  in  the  prosperity  of  his  country.  As  my 
recovery  from  a  very  severe  distemper  is  not  yet 
perfect,  I  have  declined  to  attend  the  Hall,  and 
hope  an  omission  so  necessary  will  not  be  harshly 
censured. 

*'  I  can  only  send  my  respectful  wishes,  that  all 

your   deliberations   may  tend   to  the  happiness  of 

the  kingdom,  and  the  peace  of  the  borough.     I  am, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

"  Henry  Thralx," 


I 

JOHNSON  TO  VISCOUNTESS 
SOUTHWELL*, 

Dublin. 
"  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  StrMt,  Sept.  9. 1780. 
"  Mapam,  —  Among  the  numerous  addresses  of 
I  condolence  which  your  great  loss  must  have  oc- 
casioned, be  pleased  to  receive  this  from  one  whose 
name  perhaps  you  have  never  heard,  and  to  whom 
,  your  ladyship  is  known  only  by  the  reputation  of 
'  your  virtue,  and  to  whom  your  lord  was  known 
'  only  by  his  kindness  and  beneficence. 

•*  Your  ladyship  is  now  again  summoned  to  exert 
I  that  piety  of  which  you  once  gave,  in  a  state  of 
;  pain  and  danger,  so  illustrious  an  example ;  and 
j  your  lord's  beneficence  may  be  still  continued  by 

those  who  with  his  fortune  inherit  his  virtues. 
I  "  I  hope  to  be  forgiven  the  liberty  which  I  shall 
I  take  of  informing  your  ladyship,  that  Mr.  Mauri- 
tius Lowe,  a  son  of  your  late  lords  father  ■,  had,  by 
recommendation  to  your  lord,  a  (}uartcrly  allowance 
often  pounds  the  last  of  which,  due  July  26.,  he 
has  not  received :  he  was  in  hourly  hope  of  his 
remittance,  and  flattered  himself  that  on  October 
26.  he  should  have  received  the  whole  half-year's 
bounty,  when  he  was  struck  with  the  dreadful 
news  of  his  bene&ctor's  death. 

"May  I  presume  to  hope,  that  his  want,  his 
relation,  and  his  merit,  which  excited  his  lordship's 
charity,  will  continue  to  have  the  same  effect  upon 
those  whom  he  has  left  behind ;  and  that,  though 
he  has  lost  one  friend,  he  may  not  yet  be  destitute. 
Your  ladyship's  charity  cannot  easily  be  exerted 
where  it  is  wanted  more  ;  and  to  a  mind  like  yours, 
distress  is  a  sufficient  recommendation.  I  hope  to 
be  allowed  the  honour  of  being.  Madam,  &c., 

**  Sam.  Johnson."* 

On  his  birthday,  Johnson  has  this  note :  — 

"  I  am  now  beginning  the  seventy- second  year 
of  my  life,  with  more  strength  of  body  and  greater 
vigour  of  mind  than  I  think  is  common  at  that 
age." 


I  H«  evi  n  took  a  pergonal  part  in  it.  Mri.  Pi<>xxi  uyi,  *  A 
Bon>ughffU-ctuyn  uuro  »liow4'd  mc  his  toleration  of  boisterous 
niith.  And  his  cooCent  in  thi*  company  of  puople  vhoin  one 
would  have  thought  at  tiri>t  sight  liitlu  calculated  fur  his  »o- 
citrty.  A  rou^th  rrlliiw  one  day  on  kurh  an  occasion,  h  hatter 
by  trade,  ii«>«'i>ig  Dr.  Johnson's  beaver  hat  in  a  state  of  decay, 
•etscd  it  suddenly  with  <-ui>  hand,  and  clapping  him  on  the 
bai-k  with  the  <ithiT :  '  Ah.  M.ister  Johnson,'  says  he,  *  this 
is  no  time  to  Im  thinkini;  ulxiiit  ktUs.'  '  No,  no,  Mr,'  replies 
our  Doctor  in  a  oiu*«*rlui  lone. '  hats  are  of  no  use  now,  hs  you 
uy,  except  to  throw  up  in  the  uir  and  huiza  with  ; '  acconi- 
pviivini;  liis  wiir-ln  with  the  true  election  hallou."  —  Croker. 

■■'  M.irgaret,  the  second  dauKhter.  and  one  of  the  co-  heiress*-* 
of  Arthur  Cecil  Il.troiitou,  K»q.  .she  was  marrh-d  in  1741  to 
Thomas  (;«i)rg«'.  the  thud  Karon,  and  firvt  Vhcount,  Souih- 
vt'li.  and  lived  with  hiin  in  themiot  perlectroniiul)i.il  felicity, 
till  Septiutlwr,  irMI,  whi-n  Lord  .Southwell  died;  a  lo»s 
which  alie  never  ce.ixtl  to  lament  till  the  hour  of  t>er  own 
di'Wdufion,  in  her  eighty-tlr»t  year.  AiiKiii>t  l(>.  1h02.  The 
*>  illiifttrious  example  ot  piety  and  fortitude"  to  which  Dr. 
Johnson  ailudcH,  «ai  the  submitting,  when  past  her  tiftieth 
year,  to  an  extremely  painlul  siirg  vaI  ep«'rati<m,  which  she 
mUiireil  with  extraordinary  flrmness  and  romp<isure,  not 
allowing  herseK  to  bo  tied  lo  her  chair,  nor  uttering  a  single 
moan.  This  slight  tribute  of  alTection  to  the  memory  of 
thttv  two  m«i!it  amiable  and  extelleiit  |M!r»ons,  whi)  were  not 
leu  disiingiiiidicd  by  tiieir  piety,  beiichcence,  and  unbounded 
charity,  than  liy  a  su.ivity  of  manners  which  endeared  them 
tu  all  who  knew  them,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  forgiven  from  one 
whii  was  honoured  by  their  kindness  and  frieudship  from  his 
chiidho<id.  —  MjiLOb. 

'  Thomas.  *e<ond  Lord  SouthwcU.  who  was  born  Jan.  7. 
1G94-0  and  dtedm  London,  Not.  IK.  I7G6.    Johnson  was  well 


I  acquainted  with  this  nobleman,  and  said, "  he  was  the  highest 
j  bred  man.  without  insolence,  that  he  was  ever  in  company 
!  with."    Ills  younger  brother.  Edmund  Southwell,  lived  in 
!  intimacy  with  Johnson  for  many  years.    See  an  account  of 
I  him  hi  "  Hawkins's    Life."   p.  4'  ■^.      lie  died    in   London, 
!  Ndv. '/a.  177a.     In  opposition  to  the  knight's  unfa^oiirablv 
representation  of  this  gentieuian.  to  him  I  was  indebted  fur 
I  my  first  iiitro<iiicti<in  to  Johnsuii.    I  take  ihts  opportunity  to 
au«l,  that  he  appeared    to  me  a  pidus  man,  and   was   very 
I  fond  of    leading  the   convirsatiun   lo   religious   Milijects.  — 
'  Malonk.     Hawkins's  account   is  not  otlieiwise  "  unfavmir- 
ahle  "  than  in  representing  htm  as  lalxiuring,  like  his  friend 
I  Johnson,  under  the  double  affliction  of  \u)\  erty  and  hypochon- 
driasis. —  I'ROKKU. 

*  .\mongst  the  p.ipers  of  Mr   Lowe  (see  aii/r,  p.  GSTi.)  wa» 

found,  in  Dr.  Johnhon's  handwriting,  the  following  draft  of  a 

letter  which,  no  doubt,  Ji  huscn  had  sketched  for  his  iMHir 

j  tiicnd,  and  which  was  prolmiily  addresscti  tu  the  new  Lord 

'  Southwell.     It  has  been  communicated  to  roc  by  Mr.  Mark- 

I  Uuid :  _ 

I      "  My  T^rd,— The  allowance  which  you  are  pleased  to  make 

me,  1  receUed  on  the by  .Mr.  Puget.    Of  the  joy 

I  whicii  It  brought  your  lordship  cannot  judge,  tteeaiue  y<iu 

I  cannot  imagine  my  dutrehs.     It  was  long  since  I  had  known 

'  a  morning  without  solicitude  for  n«K*n,  or  lain  down  at  night 

I  without  foreseeing,  with  terror,  the  distresses  of  the  inorning. 

I  My  delits  were  small,  but  many :  my  creditors  were  pour, 

and  therefore  truublesome.     Of  this  misery  your  lordship's 

txmnty  has  given  me  an  intermission.    May  your  lordship 

live  long  tu  do  much  go«d,  aud  to  do  fur  many  what  you  have 

done  for,  my  lord,  your  lordship's,  Ac, 

"  M.  LoivB."  —  Cbokxr. 
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But  still  he  complains  of  sleepless  nights 
and  idle  days,  and  forgetfulnc^s,  or  neglect  of 
resolutions.  He  thus  pathetically  expresses 
himself: 

**  Surely  I  shall  not  spend  my  whole  life  with 
my  own  total  disapprobation."  (iV.  and  Med.t 
p.  185.) 

Mr.  Macbean,  whom  I  have  mentioned  more 
than  once,  as  one  of  Johnson's  humble  friends, 
a  deservino^  but  unfortunate  man,  bein?  now 
oppressed  by  age  and  poverty,  Johnson  solicited 
the  Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow  to  have  him 
admitted  into  the  Charter-house.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  insert  his  lordship's  answer,  as  I  am 
eager  to  embrace  every  occasion  of  augmenting 
the  respectable  notion  which  should  ever  be 
entertained  of  my  illustrious  friend :  — 

LORD  THURLOW  TO  JOHNSON. 
"  London,  Oct.  24. 1780. 
**  Sir, — I  haye  this  moment  received  your  letter 
dated  the  1 9th,  and  returned  from  Bath.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  summer  I  placed  one  in  the 
Chartreux,  without  the  sanction  of  a  recommenda- 
tion so  distinct  and  so  authoritative  as  yours  of  Mae- 
bean  ;  and  I  am  afraid  that,  according  to  the 
establishment  of  the  house,  the  opportunity  of 
making  the  charity  so  good  amends  will  not  soon 
recur.  But  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  happen,  if 
you  '11  favour  me  with  notice  of  it,  I  will  try  to  re- 
commend him  to  the  place,  even  though  it  should 
not  be  my  turn  to  nominate.  I  am.  Sir,  with  great 
regard,  your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

"  Thurlow.** 

Mr.  Macbcan  was,  however,  on  Lord  Thur- 
low's  nomination,  admitted  into  the  Chartreux 
in  April  1781 ;  on  which  occasion  Dr.  Johnson, 
with  that  benevolence  by  which  he  was  uni- 
formly actuated,  wrote  the  following  letter, 
which,  for  the  sake  of  connexion,  may  properly 
be  introduced  here :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  VYSE, 
At  Lambeth. 

"  Bolt  Court,  AprillO.  1781. 
**  Rsv.  Sir,  —  The  bearer  is  one  of  my  old  friends, 
a  man  of  great  learning,  whom  the  chancellor  has 
been  pleased  to  nominate  to  the  Chartreux.  He 
attends  his  grace  the  archbishop,  to  take  the  oath 
required ;  and  being  a  modest  scholar,  will  escape 
embarrassment,  if  you  are  so  kind  as  to  introduce 
him,  by  which  you  will  do  a  kindness  to  a  man  of 
great  merit,  and  add  another  to  those  favours 
which  have  already  been  conferred  by  you  on. 
Sir,  &c,  Sam.  Johnson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Oct.  17.  1780. 
"  Dkar  Sir,  —  I  am  sorry  to  write  you  a  letter 
that  will  not  please  you,  and  yet  it  is  at  last  what  I 


i  "  Mrs.  Thrale  felt  thli  very  acutely.  When,  after  Mr. 
Thrale'i  death,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Henry  Thornton,  then  a  can- 
didate for  Southwark,  canvassed  Mrs.  Thrale  for  her  interest, 
■he  replied. '  I  wish  your  friend  success,  and  think  he  will 
have  it ;  —  he  ntay  probably  come  in  for  two  parliaments ; 
but  if  be  tries  for  a  third,  were  he  an  angel  from  heaven,  the 


resolve  to  do.     This  year  roust  pass  vritboi 
terview ;  the  summer  has  been    fiM^iahly  L 
many  other  of  my  summers  and  winters, 
saw  a  green  field,  but  staid  in  town  to  wot\ 
out  working  much. 

•<  Mr.  Thraie's  loss  of  health  has  lost  1 
election' ;  he  is  now  going  to  Brighthel 
and  expects  me  to  go  with  him ;  and  how 
shall  stay,  I  cannot  tell.  I  do  not  much  1 
place,  but  yet  I  shall  go,  and  stay  while  mj 
desired.  We  must,  therefore,  content  o 
with  knowing  what  we  know  as  well  as  n 
know  the  mind  of  man,  that  we  love  one  t 
and  that  we  wish  each  other's  happiness,  ai 
the  lapse  of  a  year  cannot  lessen  our 
kindness. 

"  I  was  pleased  to  be  told  that  I  accuse 
Bosweli  unjustly,  in  supposing  that  she  Lc 
ill-will.  I  love  you  so  much,  that  I  would 
to  love  all  that  love  you,  and  that  you  love; 
have  love  very  ready  for  Mrs.  Bosweli, 
thinks  it  worthy  of  acceptance.  I  hope  i 
young  ladies  and  gentlemen  are  well. 

**  I  take  a  great  liking  to  your  brother.   I 
me  that  his  &ther  received  him    kindly,   fa 
fondly :    however,  you   seem  to    have  live 
enough   at  Auchinleck,  while  you   ■tyj^ 
your  fiither  as  happy  as  you  can. 

*'  You  lately  told  me  of  your  health  :  I  o 
you  in  return,  that  my  health  has  heea  fin 
than  a  year  past  better  than  it  has  been  tar 
years  before.  Perhaps  it  may  please  God  i 
us  some  time  together  before  we  are  parted. 
dear  Sir,  yours,  most  affectionately, 

^'Sax.  JoBJISt 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.   VYSE. 

At  Lambeth. 

"Dec.  30. 

*•  Sir, — I  hope  you  will  forgive  the  IHm 
take,  in  soliciting  your  interposition  with  his 
the  archbishop :  my  first  petition  was  suco 
and  I  therefore  venture  on  a  second. 

"  The  matron  of  the  Chartreux  is  about 
sign  her  place ;  and  Mrs.  Desmoulins,  a  dan 
of  the  late  Dr.  Swinfen',  who  was  well  kno< 
your  father  *,  is  desirous'  of  succeeding  her. 
has  been  accustomed  by  keeping  a  boardingni 
to  the  care  of  children,  and  I  think  is  very  lik 
discharge  her  duty.  She  is  in  great  distress 
therefore  may  probably  receive  the  benefit 
charitable  foundation.  If  you  wish  to  see  be 
will  be  willing  to  give  an  account  of  herself. 

"If  you  shall  be  pleased,  Sir,  to  mcntiQi 
favourably  to  his  grace,  you  will  do  a  great  < 
kindness  to,  Sir,  yours,  &c.,  Sam.  Johms 


Being  disappointed  in  my  hopes  of  me 
Johnson  this  year,  so  that  I  could  hear ; 
of  his  admirable  sayings,  I  shall  compel 
for  this  want  by  inserting  a  collection  oft! 
for  which  I  am  indebted  to  my  worthy  fir 


people  of  Southwark  would  cry,  *  Not  this  man  but  B 
bas.^  "  —  Mis*  llatrkins's  Mem.  toI.  i.  p.  66.  —  CmoKB 
»  Steante,  p.  4.  u,  1 C. 

9  Archdeacon  Vyse,  who  had  been  Treautrer  at  LU 
CathedraL  —  CaoaaR,  1847.  «  «•  —" 
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mand,  and  from  his  enlarged  views  by  cal- 
culation   of  a  good  effect   upon  the   whole. 

*  Whereas,*  said  he,  *  you  will  nardly  ever  find 
a  country  gentleman  who  is  not  a  good  deal 
disconcerted  at  an  unexpected  occasion  for  his 
bcinff  obliged  to  lay  out  ten  pounds.' ' 

"  When  in  good  humour,  he  would  talk  of 
his  own  writings  with  a  wonderful  frankness 
and  candour,  and  would  even  criticise  them 
with  the  closest  severity.  One  day,  having 
read  over  one  of  his  Ramblers,  Mr.  Langton 
asked  him,  how  he  liked  that  paper ;  he  shook 
his  head,  and  answered,  *  too  wordy.'  At  an- 
other time,  when  one  was  reading  his  tragedy 
of  *  Irene,'  to  a  company  at  a  house  in  the 
country,  he  left  the  room  ;  and  somebody 
having  asked  him  the  reason  of  this,  he  replied, 

*  Sir,  I  thought  it  had  been  better.' 

"  Talking  of  a  point  of  delicate  scrupidosity 
of  moral   conduct,  he   said  to  Mr.  Langton, 

*  Men  of  harder  minds  than  ours  will  do  many 
things  from  which  you  and  I  would  shrink ; 
vet,  Sir,  they  will,  perhaps,  do  more  good  in 
life  than  we.  But  let  us  try  to  help  one 
another.  If  there  be  a  wrong  tv/ist,  it  may  be 
set  right.  It  is  not  probable  that  two  people 
can  be  wrong  the  same  way.' 

"  Of  the  preface  to  Capell's  Shakspeare,  he 
said,  '  If  the  man  would  have  come  to  me,  I 
would  have  endeavoured  to  "  endow  his  pur- 
poses with  words ; "  for  as  it  is,  he  doth  "  gabble 
monstrously." '  * 

"  He  related  that  he  had  once  in  a  dream  a 
contest  of  wit  with  some  other  person,  and 
that  he  was  very  much  mortified  by  imagining 
that   his    opponent    had   the   better   of  him. 

*  Now,'  said  he,  *  one  may  mark  here  the  effect 
of  sleep  in  weakening  the  power  of  reflection ; 
for  had  not  my  judgment  failed  me,  I  should 
have  seen,  that  the  wit  of  this  supposed  an- 
tagonist, by  whose  superiority  I  felt  myself 
depressed,  was  as  much  furnished  by  me,  as 
that  which  I  thought  I  had  been  uttering  in 
my  own  character. 

"  One  evening  in  company,  an  ingenious  and 
learned  gentleman  read  to  him  a  letter  of  com- 
pliment which  he  had  received  from  one  of  the 
professors  of  a  foreign  university.  Johnson, 
m  an  irritable  fiti  thinking  there  was  too  much 
ostentation,  said,  *  I  never  receive  any  of  these 
tributes  of  applause  from  abroad.   One  instance 


■  What  Johnson  sayi  U  true  in  Tact,  hut  the  main  reason 
is.  that  the  property  of  a  great  merchant  is  more  at  command, 
from  itn  convertibility  :  he  draws  a  check  or  gives  a  bill ; 
but  country  gentlemen  have  no  means  of  meeting  an  unex* 
pcrtiHl  emergency,  but  a  mortgage,  or  perhaps  a  fall  of  timber 
—  both  slow  and  cumbrous  expedients.  —  Chokkr. 

*  ••  When  thou  wouldst  gabble  like  a  thing  most  brutish,  I 
endoweil  thy  purposes  with  words."—  Prospero  to  Caliban i 
Tempest,  act  I.  sc.  2.  —  Crokrr. 

5  Secretary  to  the  British  Herring  Fishery,  remarkable  for 
an  extraordinary  number  of  occasional  verses,  cot  of  eminent 
merit.—  IIoswill.  John  Lockman,  born  in  1698,  died  In 
1771.  was  aUo  an  indefatigable  translator  for  the  booksellers, 
"  having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  languages,  u  Dr. 
Johnsnn  told  Sir  J.  Hawkins,  by  living  at  coflree.hou>ei  fre- 
queutfd  by  foreigners."  Mr.  Tyers  says.  "  that  Lockman 
was  a  very  worthy  man,  greatly  beluvod  by  his  ftiends,  and 


I  recollect  of  a  foreign  publication,  "in 
mention  is  made  of  TiUustre  Loekman? 

"  Of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  he  said, 
know  no  man  who  has  passed  through  li 
more  observation  than  Reynolds.* 

"  He  repeated  to  JVIr.  Langton,  wid 
ener^,  in  Greek,  our  Saviour^s  giracic 
pression  concerning  the  forgiveneBB  ol 
Magdalene  \  'H  xiaric  <rot>  oco-wcc  at' 
tif  tipiivrjy.  *  Thy  faith  hath  saved  thee 
peace.'  (Luke,  vii.  50.)  He  said, 
manner  of  this  dismission  is  exceedin 
fecting.' 

"  lie  thus  defined  the  difference  b 
physical  and  moral  truth :  *  Physical  t 
when  you  tell  a  thing  as  it  actually  is. 
truth  is,  when  you  tell  a  thing  sincen 
precisely  as  it  appears  to  you.  I  say 
one  walked  across  the  street ;  if  he  res 
so,  I  told  a  physical  truth.  If  I  thou 
tlioutrh  I  should  have  been  mistaken,  1 
moral  truth.* 

"  Huggins,  the  translator  of  Ariost 
Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  in  the  early  part 
literary  life,  had  a  dispute  concemii^ 
poet,  of  whom  Mr.  Warton,  in  his  *  Ol 
tions  on  Spenser's  Fairy  Queen,*  gave 
account  which  Huggins  attempted  to  i 
with  violence,  and  said,  '  I  will  mUii 
longer  against  his  nescience,''  Huggii 
master  of  the  subject,  but  wanted  expr 
Mr.  Warton's  knowledge  of  it  was  tbt 
perfect,  but  his  manner  lively  and  e 
Johnson  said,  '  It  appears  to  me,  that  H 
has  ball  without  powder,  and  Warton  i 
without  ball.' 

"Talking  of  the  farce  of  *  High  Life 
Stairs,'  he  said,  *  Here  is  a  farce  which  is 
very  diverting  when  you  see  it  acted,  a 
one  may  read  it  ana  not  know  that  o: 
been  reading  any  thing  at  all.'  ^ 

"  He  used  at  one  time  to  go  occasion 
the  green-room  of  Drury-lane  theatre, 
he  was  much  regarded  by  the  players,  ai 
very  easy  and  facetious  with  tnem.  He 
very  high  opinion  of  Mrs.  Clive's  comic  p 
and  conversed  more  with  her  than  with 
them,  lie  said,  '  Clive,  Sir,  is  a  soo<l  tl 
sit  by  ;  she  always  understands  what  yo 
And  she  said  of  him,  *  I  love  to  sit  I 
Johnson ;    he  always    entertains   me.* 


respected  even  by  Pope ; "  and  he  add*.  ••  that  It 
that  he  who  com)>osed  so  many  of  the  IJves  In  the  * 
Dictionary'  should  himself  not  have  one  in  the  Bkw 
Rhajuody  on  Pope,  p.  104.  _  Croksr. 

4  It  doe«  not  appear  that  the  woman  forglTen  w 
Magdalene.—  Kflarnkv.  It  is  not  so  suted  in  St  Lul 
but  it  is  in  the  authorised  heading  of  tho  chapters 
Dr.  Hall  obgerv«-d  to  me.  this  seems  to  be  cnntradtru 
2nd  verse  of  the  next  chapter,  which  gives  a  different 
of  Mary  Magdalene.  —  Crokes. 

»  This  account  of  the  difference  between  moral  and 
truth  isi  in  Locke's  "  Rs^ay  on  Human  Under»t4Bdif 
many  other  books.  —  KEARNEr.  'TIa  lu  everv  thlnkia 
_  ChOKKR,  1847.  ^ 

6  That,  I  think,  might  be  said  of  all  fkiXM.  ~  < 
1847. 
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form  in  which  I  had  lirst  written  it ;  ninl  I  be- 
iieycj  Sir,  you  mav  hnve  remarkod,  tluit  the 
niftking  u  partial  chatigo,  without  a  due  regard 
to  the  j^cneral  strurture  of  tlie  sentence,  is  a 
very  fi*e<juent  cause  of  error  in  composition/ 

"  Johnson  was  well  iicquainted  with  Mr. 
Dopslt*,  author  of  a  Treatitte  on  jlgriculture  ' ; 
and  sAid  of  him,  *  Sir,  of  the  objects  which  the 
Society  of  Artu  have  chiefly  in  riew,  the  chy- 
micttl  (■fli?rt^  of  bodice  operating  upon  other 
hodiea,  he  knows  more  thfiii  almost  any  niiin.' 
Johnson,  in  order  to  give  Mr*  Doaelc  his  vote 
to  \)t^  liiuembcr  of  this  snx/iety,  paid  up  an  ar- 
rcar  which  had  run  on  for  two  years.  On  this 
ucciisfon  he  mciitioucd  a  circumstance,  as  clm- 
ractcnstic  of  the  Scotch.  'One  of  that  nation/ 
said  he,  *who  had  been  n  candidate,  against 
whont  I  had  voicd^  caime  up  to  me  with  a  civil 
Mulurniion.  Now,  8ir,  this  is  their  way.  An 
EngHshmun  woubl  have  stomiiched  it  and  Vieen 
sulky,  and  never  have  taken  further  notice  of 
you  ;  but  a  Scotchman,  Sir,  though  you  vote 
nineteen  times  a^AiiiFt  bini,  will  accost  you  with 
equal  complaiiittnce  alter  each  time,  and  the 
twetdieth  tune,  Sir,  he  will  get  your  vote.' 

*'  Talking  on  the  subject  of  toleration,  one 
day  when  some  friends  were  with  him  in  his 
study,  he  made  his  usual  remark,  that  the  state 
hm  a  ri^ht  to  reflate  the  religion  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  the  children  of  the  state.  A  cler- 
gyman having  readily  acquiesced  in  thi?,  John- 
son, who  loved  discussion,  observed,  'But,  Sir, 
you  must  go  round  to  other  states  than  our 
own,  XovL  do  not  ki»ow  what  n  Bramin  has  to 
say  for  himself.*  In  short,  Sir,  I  have  got  no 
further  than  this :  every  man  has  a  right  to 
utter  what  he  thinks  truth,  and  every  other 
msin  liHa  a  right  U>  knock  him  down  for  it. 
Martyrdom  is  the  test.* 

"  A  man,  he  observcHil,  tlnnild  begin  to  write 
soon  ;  for,  if  he  waitii  till  his  judgment  is  ma- 
tured, his  inability,  through  want  of  practit^e, 
to  express  his  conceptions,  will  make  the  dis- 
proportion 60  great  between  what  he  sees,  and 
what  he  can  attain,  that  he  will  probably  be 
discouraged  from  writing  at  all.  As  a  proof  of 
the  justness  of  this  remark,  we  may  instance 
what  is  related  of  the  great  Lord  Granville^  ; 
that  after  he  had  written  his  letter  giving  an 
account  of  the  battle  of  Dottingen,  he  said, 
'  Here  is  a  letter,  expressci  in  terms  not  good 
cnou«jh  for  a  tallow-chandler  to  have  used,' 

*'  Talking  of  n  court-martial  that  was  sitting 


•  Prt«t<.  sli*t  ]>nblifh(><l,  In  two  ?oli.  Svo.,  what  «u  then 
«  V-  '  •       rk,  entltlts!  "  The  Hftndmafd  U*  the  ArU,'* 

d*  •  i  Si»cit!ty  for  Ibe  ETscotini|{*mcnt  of  Artt,  *t. 


upftu  a  very  inomcntouf 
e,i;pra*5ed  raudi  doubi  *.r 
siou  ;  and  said,  that  f 
J  loember  of  it,  who,  in 
life,  had  ever  sjheut  an  hour  by 
luncing  probabilities. • 
**  Goldsmith  one  day  bf' 

Erin  ted  ode,  which  he^w: 
earing  read  by  it*  author  tii 
the  rate   of  five  shillings  ex 
One  of  the  coinpnny  h  •  ' 
Johnson  said,  Bolder  v  i 

meaning,   I   think,   li^.^. 
gether.' 

"  Talking  of  Gray'*  Odea,  he  wii*l 
forced  plants,  raised  in  a  hotbed  j 
are  poor  plants  :  they  are  hut  cut 
all.'     A  gentleman  present,  who  hi 
ning  down  ode-writing  in    gcn< 
species  of  poetry,  unluckily  said, 
been  literally  cucumbers,  I  hey  had 
things  than  wlos.*     *  Yes,   Sir,* 
'•/or  a  hog.'  ^ 

*'  His  dir^tinction  of  the  differt?! 
attainment  of  learning  was  thus   t«i 
two  occasions.     Of  Qulth  Elirab 
'  She  had  learning  enough  to  ha^ 
nity  to  R  bishop;'  and  of  Mr.  Tl« 
he  said,  '  Sir,  Davics  has  leamu 
give  credit  to  a  clergyman.' 

"  He  used  to  quote,  with  great 
saying    of   Aristotle    re<'or<k'd     hy    1} 
Laertiusf  that  tliere  was  the  ^ain'e 
between  one  learned  and  unlearned,  i 
the  bving  and  tlio  drad. 

*^  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  Uc 
his  memory  very  slight  and  »,.;>,:  i 
impt>rtant^  things.     As  an  t\\ 

seems  ttiat  an  inferior  dom  ii 

Leeds  had  attempted  to  L' 
marriage  in  such   homely  i 
make ;    and  this  curious  curupasii 
been  sung  to  Dr.  John.soti,  he  got 
and  uped  to  repeat  it  in  a  very  pU 
ner.     Two  of  the  stan7.:ts  wcr*5  tbf««^j 

*  When  the  Duke  of  Ijctih 
To  a  fine  young  lady  of  }i 
How  liappy  wilt  (hut  gwitk  v*  otnaa  I 
In  his  Gmcc  of  LecdsS  good  cottat 

•  She  shall  lia«e  all  thatN  line 
And  the  be*.t  of  Mik  nnd  witm 
Aud  ride  in  acuacli  to  take  tbft 
And  Imvtf  a  hou»e  in  St.  Jamcs's-i 


♦  -      II-. I-    ■ '->?:  In  pItMte  J^i^'-    ••  '■  ■-' 


'  — JIusvittL.  *■  I  ThSuk   it   ni'ull.  itKuliin/'  ri-i-i'liM!'    hr, 

•t.  iind  E*rl   GranWIle,  »t»o  di«d     JPf««sf,  f».  W— <  uomr 


Jan,. 

CkUlLklt. 
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To  hear  a  man  of  llic  weiebt  and  dignity  of 
JuliuiHJii   rL'jK-tttmg  SI!'  iittempts  at 

|M)et.rjr  Uwi  »  vary  »in  r.     lie,  Uow- 

cTcr,  seriously  otwerwU  ^i  lUv  \-^t  hUmza  tv- 
pcalcxl  by  him,  tliat  it  nearly  conipriacd  all  tlie 

ui.T,  wlieuhewaa  sUown 
iU     i,i.....    .....,.-..,    wiL*    very  troublesome 

Willi  tuiiiiv  absurd  irji guinea.  'Now  there.  Sir/ 
lUlid  he,  *  IS  the  ditlori'nue  Ix'twcen  an  Englifth- 
man  and  a  Frenduniui.  A  Frcuchrnan  must 
Iw  ftlwAy.i  talking,  whKher  be  knows  tUQ)'  thing 
of  U»e  ru>iiN.r  or  iidt ;  tin  EnglLshmun  h  cont«^nt 
to  *uy  nothiwjj;,  when  he  haa  nothing  to  fay/ 

"Hia  unjust  contempt  for  forcif^cr*  waj, 
inil»'rd,  I'Xtreme.  Ont'  evening  at  Old  Slaujili- 
Wt»  C'ofTee-house,  when  a  number  of  them 
were  tttlkinjr  loud  about  little  matter*,  he  said, 
*1>  "  -^       ni firm  old  Mej'nell's'  observa- 

ti  .'  /  nee^fitrvi^mrs  are  J\hAa  f  * 

.J      ..,  Ik...  when  he  had  a  violent 

t«Mjt1iivvJu  It  i  I  ;icoo0t4*d  him  thus  :  AA» 

fffjuxirnr,  r.i.  ' rnp. 

'^  liu  an  evening  at  Mr.  Langtcm** 

with  til  lid  Dr.  Varr^   he   was   nmch 

plijjiiied  **>iii  the  i.^onversiitioii  of  thftt  h"4rned 
jgi'Utleman ;  and,  after  he  wxis  gone,  said  to  Mr. 
LiUJgtoii,  *  Sir«  I  lun  obligi-d  to  you  for  hiiving 
asked  me  thi*!  eveninjf.  Parr  is  a  fair  man. ' 
I  <hi  not  know  when  1  have  had  ;ji 
fuch  free  controversy.  It  ia  ren 
much  of  a  man's  life  may  pass  wiUfvn  mvMm:^ 
with  any  ijustAnce  of  tlas  kind  of  open  diswus- 
won.' 

"  We  may  fairly  institute  a  crlticiBni  Ijetwi 
Shak.sfieare  and  Corneille,  as  they  both  li:i 
thi»iii;h  in  a  different  dei^'ree,  the  lithtH  of  a 
latK'r  tt^e.  It  is  not  so  just  between  tlie  Greek 
drriniiitjf^'  writ«r»  and  Sliuki'peare.  It  iiiny  be 
replM'd  to  what  \a  aai<i  by  one  of  the  remarkerts 
oi  tre,  Uiat  tljough  Darius'.s  shade  had 

f"  does  not  newssurily  follow  that  he 

lied  to  hiui. 
il y  and  ini probably 
(1  here,  as  ehildren 
lull  of  prodigies  % 

»        .  .:wu     --..   ...._     .>UfEoif"»f        f'»       .rjll..,' 

t<t  lily  startled  at  d I 

nii;  of  life.     Th»:  i 

I  injT  to  U9  :  when  a  god- 
iier   or   Virgil  we  t:row 
Mikity  4  {ttill  mor«  i*o  in  the  Grecian  trugedie*, 


Stio  thtXX  bfiKHl  y«Atif  ImAt  and  ladlr*  fdkr. 
And  ridfi  ji(im«d  lu  «  cuach  ntid  Lljifc  ^>Mtr» 
Ami  tb«  iMml.  ftc. 
Aad  iiMV*  «  tiuu«e,'*  Hk. 

n<^,t»r«4l  %  third.  »likh  tcv^nu  to  h»»^  Iippii  the 
%  aud  I*  belkted  ta  (uva  tMpn  Ih^  only  re> 

'  '  '  -':'•'  -  -,tr  h(i  choice 
1 1  3«id  wlie, 
;i  uniJrr  tin  ikiles. 


lis  in  that  kindofcompojtitlon  a  nejtrer  ap]>roiir-h 
to  nature  in  intended.     Yet  there   ore   pooil 
rejisons  for  readin«r  r<»manpes;    i\»  the  fertility 
of  invention,  thr '  '  ion, 

the  curiosity  oi  jjcr' 

fonnaiices  the  ag'    inan  i  i.unu  v  in  wdk  ii  they 
were  written  wjt»  deli;4hted  ;  for  it  is  to  bo  ap- 
prehended, that  at  the  time  when  very   wild 
itnprobable  talcs  were  well  received,  the  people 
were  in  a  biu-b«n>ti8  state,  .and  so  im  the  looting 
of  ehildren,  m  ha*  been  exphuned, 

*'  It  is  evil'  rit  rn«Mi^'!i  rhut  no  one  who  writer 
now  can  n  ficd  and  mythology  j 

the  only   "•;  ;ore,  seenij  that  of 

miniatering  .spirits,  the  ghosts  of  the  departeil, 
wittiheii  and  fairies  ;  though  thene  bitter,  as  the 
vulyaj'  su|H."rstition  coneei  i  '    n  (which, 

while  in  its  force,  infectetl  imagina* 

tion  <yi'  tho!*e  that  had  mort-  am  iirunrre  in  edu- 
ration,  thouj^h  their  reason  set  them  free  from 
it)  is  every  tlay  wearing  out,  skjcui  likely  to  be 
of  little  further  a&sistance  in  the  machinery  iif 
poetry.     As  I  reeoUeet,  liamniond  itifnuliKt-i 
a  ha^  or  witch   into  one  of  his  hj\ 
where  the  effect  is  uameaninff  and  di 

**  The  m&n  who  uses  his  talent  of  ridicule  in 

creAtitig  or  grossly  ejca^erating  the  instances 

he  gives,  who  imputes  ab«urd]tic;:i  that  did  not 

happen,  or  when  a  man  w.i8  a  little  ridiculouSj 

:  *  '  lieen  very  much  M>, 

The  gieat  use  of 

nriiii  that  we  may  know 

j  how  '  tjo  r  the    iu'iTiiiiit^ 

1  fi......  r..  Ti..,.,-.city    to   l*g 

;  the  per- 
,,  _  =-  well  de- 

sen  bed  by  G;U'ri<:k  ;  but  a  ijreai  dc^al  of  tlie 
phraseologry  he  uses  in  it  h  quite  tii-^  own,  iiar' 
tieularly  in  the  proverbial  >•<,  *(»o*ti- 

nate  tm  a  pi^s'  &;e. ;  but  I    .  v  whether 

it  might  not  be  true  of  Lord *,  that  from 

a  too  great  eagfemess  of  praise  ami  jMjpuhirily, 

and  ;i    ■  ''  I '  •  .■   ,  ■ 

he  w  I 

ral,  t'*  _  .  I  "I  ni^..4.M. .-, 

if  he  II  I  1  first  of  paint- 

-iT'c      I,,  <.  I  rif  iin.    .|>^  ub- 

lule, 

then  I  ,  Ui  have  owned 

that  ij  lilt  the  diapojii- 

tioti  ol  Ui«  picture?  wa«  lUl  «iiktt. 


uwmtd  wlii*  (  AtUii'rln*'  AntfuUh,  wtiii  •till 


J  hi* 


•r  lanly  mm- 
»i  hf  iraDt- 


ttotijaitiyijitjwT»l><^»ffr»  I  ' 
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"  For  hospitality,  as  formerly  practised,  there  , 
is  no  lon^^er  the  same  reason.     Heretofore  the 
poorer  people  were  more  numerous,  and,  from  | 
want  of  commerce,  their  means  of  getting  a  j 
livelihood  more  difficult;    therefore  the  sup-  ! 
I)ortinc;  them  was  an  act  of  fjreat  benevolence: 
now  that  the  poor  can  find  maintenance  for 
themselves,  and  their  labour  is  wanted,  a  ge- 
neral undiscerning  hospitality  tends  to  ill,  by 
withdrawing  them  from  their  work  to  idleness 
and  drunkenness.     Then,  formerly,  rents  were 
received   in  kind,  so  that  there  was   a  great 
abundance  of  provisions  in  possession  of  the 
owners  of  the  lands,  which,  since  the  plenty  of 
money  afforded  by  commerce,  is  no  longer  the 
case. 

"  Hospitality  to  strangers  and  foreigners  in 
our  country  is  now  almost  at  an  end ;  since, 
from  the  increase  of  them  that  come  to  us, 
there  have  been  a  sufficient  number  of  people 
that  have  found  an  interest  in  providing  inns 
and  proper  accommodations,  which  is  in  general 
a  more  exi)edientmethod  for  the  entertainment 
of  travellers.  Where  the  travellers  and  stran- 
gers are  few,  more  of  that  hospitality  subsists, 
as  it  has  not  been  worth  while  to  provide 
places  of  accommodation.  In  Ireland,  there  is 
still  hospitality  to  strangers  in  some  degree;  in 
Hungary  and  Poland,  probably  more. 

*'  Col  man,  in  a  note  on  his  translation  of  Te- 
rence, talking  of  Shakspeare's  learning,  asks, 
*  What  says  Farmer  to  this  ?  What  says 
Johnson  ? '  Upon  this  he  observed,  '  Sir,  let 
Farmer  answer  for  himself:  /  never  engaged 
in  this  controversy.  I  always  said  Shakspeare 
had  Latin  enough  to  grammaticisc  his  En- 
glish.' 

"A  clergj-man,  whom  he  characterised  as 
one  who  loved  to  say  little  oddities,  was  affect- 
ing one  day,  at  a  bishop's  table,  a  sort  of  slyness 
and  freedom  not  in  character,  and  repeated,  as 
if  part  of '  The  Old  Man's  Wish,'  a  song  by  Dr. 
Walter  Pope,  a  verse  bordering  on  licentious- 
ness. Johnson  rebuked  him  in  the  finest  man- 
ner, by  first  showing  him  that  he  did  not  know 
the  passage  ho  was  aiming  at,  and  thus  hum- 
bling him  :  *  Sir,  that  is  not  the  song :  it  is 
thus.'  And  he  gave  it  right.  Then,  looking 
stcdfastlv  on  him,  '  Sir,  there  is  a  part  of  that 
song  which  I  should  wish  to  exemplify  in  my 
own  life :  — 

•*  May  I  govern  my  passions  with  absolute  sway  !"' 
"  Being  asked  if  Barnes  knew  a  good  deal 


'  Johnson,  In  his  Lif«»  of  Milton,  after  montinninf;  that 

I     iriant  poft'«  rxtraordinary  fancy,  that  the  world  was  in  its 

I     (ipcay,  and  that  liih  t>iH)k  wa»  to  be  written  in  an  age  too  late 

I     for  inToic  poesy,  thns  conclndot :  "  However  inferior  to  th»! 

hcroe«  who  were  born  in  iMftttfr  ages,  h«  might  still  he  great 

among  hi«  contemporaries,  with  the  hope  of  growing  erery 

day  greater  in  the  dwindle  of  pr«*p«rlty  ;  he  might  »till  b<!  a 

giant  among  the  pigmies,  the  fiiie-fjfed  monarch  qftke  blind.** 

—  J.  noswELL.Jun. 

'  Nirhola^  Clenard,  who  was  born  in  Brabant,  and  died  at 
Grenada  in  1542.  was  a  great  traveller  and  linguist.  Beside 
his  (inM'k  Grammar  (ofwhicii  an  ininroved  edition  was  pub- 
lished by  Vossins  at  Amsterdam  in  lb2ti>,  he  wrote  a  Ilebrew 


of  Greek,  he  answered,  '  I  doubt.  Sir,  he 
unoculiu  inter  cacos.* ' 

'*  He  used  frequently  to  obserrc,  that  i 
might  be  very  eminent  in  a  profession,  witl 
our  perceiving  any  particular  power  of  n 
in  them  in  conversation.  *  It  seems  stran 
said  he,  '  that  a  man  should  sec  so  far  to 
right,  who  sees  so  short  a  way  to  the  1 
Burke  is  the  only  man  whose  common  c 
versation  corresponds  with  the  general  fi 
which  he  has  in  the  world.  Take  up  what< 
topic  you  please,  he  is  readj  to  meet  tou.* 

"A  gentleman,  by  no  means  dehcient 
literature,  having  discovered  less  acquainta 
with  one  of  the  classics  than  Johnson  exped 
when  the  gentleman  lefl  the  room,  he  obscrr 
'  You  see,  now,  how  little  any  body  rea 
Mr.  Langton  happening  to  mention  his  har 
read  a«good  dcjil  m  Cleuardus*s  Greek  Gn 
mar",  'Why,  Sir,'  said  he,  *  who  is  there  int 
town  who  knows  any  thin?  of  Clenardos  1 
you  and  I  ?  '^  And  upon  Mr.  Langton*s  dm 
tioning  that  he  had  taken  the  pains  to  learn 
heart  the  Epistle  of  St.  Basil,  which  is  gii 
in  that  grammar  as  a  praxis,  *■  Sir,  *  said  be, 
never  made  such  an  effort  to  attain  Greek.* 

"  Of  Dodsley's  *  Public  Virtue,  a  poem,* 
said  *It  was  fine  ft^/iA*  (meaning  to  ezpr 
his  usual  contempt  for  blank  verse)  :  hower 
this  miserable  poem  did  not  sell,  and  my  p 
friend  Doddy  said  Public  Virtue  was  nol 
subject  to  interest  the  age. 

"  Mr.  Langton,  when  a  very  young  la 
read  Dodsley's  *  Cleone,  a  Tragedy,*  to  hi 
not  aware  of  his  extreme  impatience  to  ben 
to.  As  it  went  on,  he  turned  hia  face  to  I 
back  of  his  chair,  and  put  himself  into  Tarit 
attitudes,  which  marked  his  uneasiness. 
the  end  of  an  act,  however,  he  said,  •  Coi 
let's  have  some  more ;  let's  go  into  the  slauj 
ter-house  again,  Lanky.  i)ut  I  am  afr 
there  is  more  blood  than  brains.*  Yet 
afterwards  said,  *  When  I  heard  you  read  h 
thought  higher  of  its  power  of  language ;  wl 
I  read  it  myself,  I  was  more  sensible  of 
pathetic  effect;*  and  then  he  paid  it  a  ca 
l)liment  whic^h  many  will  think  very  extras 
gant.  *  Sir,'  said  he,  '  if  Otway  had  writi 
this  play,  no  other  of  his  pieces  would  h: 
been  remembered.'  Dodslcy  himself,  u| 
this  being  repeated  to  him,  said,  ^  It  was 
much.*  It  must  be  rememberetl,  that  Juhoi 
always  appeared  not  to  be  sufficiently 
of  the  merit  of  Otway.* 


Grammar,  and  an  account  of  his  traTeU  in  viiriou*  coanli 
in  I^tin  lEptftolarnm  l.ibri  duo.  Hto.  L'UKj  —  a  vrrri 
work,  nf  wiiivh  there  is  a  copy  in  the  Bodlel.tn  Libnrr. 
I^tin  ($ays  the  author  of  S'ourfau  Utctionmmire  \ 
itniqu,',  l7Sg)  would  have  been  uiore  pure,  if  iw  haA 
known  %o  many  lan.u'uagcs.  —  Malo^e. 

'  Mr.  Langton,  as  has  l>een  already  obcerved.  was  i 
studious  nf  Greek  literature.  —  Croksk. 

*  This  aitsortion  concerning  Johnson's  tnMiiBibilifT  ta 
pathetic  powers  of  Otway  is  too  nmntl.  I  once  asked  b 
whi-ther  he  did  nut  think  Otway  flrequentlr  trmler  ;  vb« 
answered,  "  Sir,  he  is  all  tendemeu."  — Bokickt. 
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**  *  .Sonteties  of  reading,  *  enid  be,  *  will  not 
maki.1  >i  Ik'iir.li'7  <»r  a  Clarke*     They  arc,  how- 
ever, in  a  LcriMW   degree   lulvnntEigt'OUs.      1 
would  put  II  <'biUl  into  a  librury  (where  no  un- 
lit booki!  tiru),  and  lr?l.  him  wmi  u(   iiL»  choice, 
A  "'hild  nlioidd  not  Ix;    '  il  tn»m  vead- 

in^  unv  tliiu;!  that  h«^  ;  'g  tt>*  ihmi  a 

t).  '  '     r    II   in  ubovi'    rn-    r  ,u  ii.      If  thill  he* 

li  rhtld  wilj  »(.Hin  find  It  out  nnd  d^^- 

si. ,  .   ..  ..   ..  Uo  of  (M)U]'-'>  '■   i-.-  'ii<Mnstruot!ou; 

which  h  so  uiucli  thu  n  tocoiiK>,  from 

Iht*  tmlitijitionwilliwhi  !  :  u]i(ho  slud)/ 

•*  Thf*ii;:h  he  used  to  cerisuro  CAi'elcssiiesa 
with  grcttt  vchenienc!t%  he  owned,  thivt  he  ouce, 
lo  avoid  the  tfotible  of  hx'ktng  \\\y  ftvt*  ;;iiine«», 
htd  iJicm^  h<*  l'ur;4oL  where,  ho  that  he  could  not 
lin*l  tlicm» 

**  A  «rcntk>ninn  who  intnvduriHl  his  brother 
to  Dr*  Jnhnsoli  ^v  u.'ntlhinj 

to  ih*^  ihxrU'r  B  rii  >  »«yin};, 

MVht-n  WC  have  ^n  tM^ m  r  ^iiiii.-  [iiuf,  vou'll 
ftjul  tnv  brother  grove  v+.Ty  'Mtlcrtaiiiloji.*  *  Sir,' 

he   rtumiiur   w;vt   itrong   that    we 
»li  :\  war,  lM?'.'ause  the  French  would 

n  icricttiis,  ho  n'hukciJ  a  fVit-nd  with 

tti'  iiy    for  <>iip|>osing  it,  sayings  *  Noi 

isir,  natiooiU  faith  i*  not  ytt  sunk  so  low.' 

**  In  thr  latter  part  of  his  life,  in  order  to 
-I  "If  vtiwiUvr  hlji    mental   faculties 

V  fl,  he  ri"s*>Jve<l  that  he  would  try 

lo  i.uuu  A  ikL'w   I.i:  nd  liied  upon  the 

Low  L>utch  f<»r  il  •.  and  thi»  ht?  cou- 

liiiuetl  til)  he  li:t<i  i<  HI  ;d»out  one  half  of 
*  Thrtduis  bi  Kt'tiipis;'  and,  finding  thot  there 
Qjipeiired  un  abivtetnent  of  his  power  of  iicfpii- 
silion,  he  thou  de^ishrd,  u.>t  thinkini;  the  ejt- 
iH  •iui  nf  litvd  t»ren  duly  tried.  Mr.  Burke 
ved,  that  this  was  not  the  mcmt 
il,  Low  Dutch  being  a  hiuguit;;^  mi 
nciir  to  oTir  <iw»i ;  lutd  it  been  one  of  the 
I'Mi^axiies  entirely  dilferent,  he  might  have 
Iw-'vu  vt!ry  $oon  aatitified. 

'*  Mr  Lfliitftini  nud  he  having  gone  to  8e«  a 

{r^  iianeral  procession  when  they  wero 

ur  ,   and   some   e<>lenin   music  beinj* 

n  r  reneii  horns,  he  ►•aid,  'Thi>»  U  the 

ue   thiit   I  have  ever  been  aifecled  by 

r  fi'ld;'  aiiiiing,  '  t'l-'  **"'-  •" -^ion 

ri  him   wa'*  of  u  ib' 

Ai..  p.^a  ftttyil»^»  Uiftt  til-     .  ^   -     -^   ~  iuic 

inm^ — JoiOi»0)r.     *  ie«,  if  it  sot^ens  the  mind 


horn,  howevnr,  U  *o  Iaf  trnm  b^injf  rovlAn* 

wt..ii,   Uk     LtrAiii    II    litflit.  ;«:.'.l    111   II"    (Irld, 


MTU 


M  «ti  al«* 


I,  In  titi  LtO»  «r  CcMpl»7,  mjr«,  thxl  tticw  am 


hj  xM'.j'po*  lu 
-  far  na  miu^ht 
East,  and  m- 


50  n>  tn  prcp«re  it  for  the  rcocptlrm  oTsalutjixir 
may  be  ^'ood  :  but  in&smueh  as  it  Is 
i  V  per  #6-,  It  i*  bad.' 

"  (ioldimith   hod  long  a  vir-' 
that  homv  dine  or  other,  when  hi 
should  be  cfwiier,  In- 
order  to  ao<|uire  a  kti 
be,  of  any  arts  pc'tuii;ir  in 
troduec   Iheni  inU»  Ib'iUitir     When    thi»   wtw 
talked  of  in  Dr.  Johnison'f*  cornpuny,  he  naitl, 
*  Of  all  men,  (ioldsmith  is  the  most  unfit  to  j^o 
out  ujHm  siich  uu  inrjuiry  ;  for  he  is  utterly 
ji^norant  of  «uch  arts  as  we  already  postMie^, 
and  consequently  could  not  know  vflmi  wtiuld 
l>'  ueciM^ionsi  to  our  present  titock  of  mechuni- 
cal  knowleH;ie.     Sir,   he  would  brinj?  ht»me  n 
printlin<i  borrow,  which  you  see  in  e\ 
in  Lortilon,  and  think  that  he  had  ft. 
w»jjjth»Hrjl  iinjtroveuient.' 

*" ' Greek,  Sir,'  *:ud  he,  *  is  like  lace;  every 
umn  ^et*  a»  much  of  if       '         n.*  ■ 

**  U'hen  fnord  C\u\  iter  hi*  return 

iVom  America,  w:t0  jx.  j ^  ,.i-  defence  lo  be 

oli'erc»i    to    the    court-martial    which   he    had 
d.  iniiMili  .1,  having  hexird  Mr.  Jjangton  as  hich 
>{i»of  lubuinition  of  Johnwii  a*  lie 
I.  ls  he   re<piGateii  thot  Dr.  Johnson 

might  ije  iutroduecd  to  him ;  and  Mr.  Laugton 
having  mentioned  it  to  Johnson,  he  very  kindly 
and  readily  a*;reed ;  aod,  b+'ing  prcneuteil  bv 
Mr.  Lnngtron  to  his  lorfUliip.  while  under 
urre^t,  he  saw  him  »<■■       '  -i  upon  one  of 

wliich  *Mx*aHit»tis  Loni  id  to  him  what 

^i     V   '       >  pared,  wliu  n  .(«.hfi-i  '"    1   hi?* 

.  of,  saying,  *  It  is  u  >o|- 

li..  .  .;  ■-■  Iftice.*  f.:t— .—  ^^,^i,]  ,,,,,,  ,^,,  IjjjJ 
ftdvisetl  hiN  liiri  If  it  wa«i  in  vain  lo 

contend  witii    i  .,     were  in  pojiscssion  of 

power,  if  1   otTer  him  the  rank    of 

lieiitenanu.'  nd  u  government,  it  wcmid 

be  better  jud>{'«i  t4i  de»*it«t  from  urj^inji  bi» 
complaints.  It  is  well  known  that  his  lordship 
dreil  Iwlbre  the  sentence  was  tiuvle  knowu.^ 

'*  JohiiHon  one  <Jav  *^^vh  hiifli  praise  to  Dr. 
Bn.ntlcy^K  vor?(**s  in  f  >  '  '  llection,  which 
he  recited  with  hii^  •  v.     Dr.  Adam 

Smith,  who  wn»  iwil-i  ui,  iUMuricd,  in  hi» 
decisive  prole.ssoriiu  nuinncr,  "  Very  well,  — 
ver)'  welt/  John*on,  however,  U'ldcth  *  Y«r*, 
they  are  very  well,  8ir ;  but  voii  mav  oVi^erve 
in  what  manner  they  arc  well.  They  arc  llic 
forcible  vers«  *  of  a  man  of  a  strong  mind,  but 


*'lb«  unliy  EllitlUli  t>*r*i>«  whirls 
wrliiiMi/'  I  »lt*U  liMff  liijitrii  1 1 
will  JivP^I*  t^PTn' 

"  Who  itrtrm  l<»  moitnt  r*mM»!i»*  hiti. 

An<t   •t..nn,'.-    i„-ll,-   liiurrl.   r,1-11ir. 


M^ 


Mu«t  art.. 
,Vn«l  tn 
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n*>t  BPcu^touwMl  to  write  verse;  for  then;  is 
fOtni'  unroritlin»?Ps  in  llie  expresition.' ' 

*'  Drinking  tea  one  day  at  (idrrick's  with 
Mr.  Lantrtoru  he  vfoa  queHtloneii  if  he  vtas  not 
«omi.'wliai  of  a  h«'rt't  ic  as  to  Shakspcarc.  Sai«! 
Garriek,  '  1  doubt  he  is  a  little  of  an  infidd/ 
*  Sir,'  said  Johnson,  '  I  will  s^tiind  by  the  linos 
I  huve  written  on  Sbakspeare  in  my  proloyuu 
at  the  opening  of  your  theatre.'  Mr.  JLaugton 
suggested,  thiU  in  the  line, — 

*  And  panting  Time  totl'd  ai\i<r  him  in  vain/ 

Johnson  might  hav«  Iiad  in  his  eye  the  p»s£4ige 
irt  the  'Tempest,'  where  Proapero  says  of 
Mirtindti, — 

She  will  outstrip  all  praise, 


And  make  it  hatt  UeUind  her. 

Johnson  mid  nothing.  GaiTick  then  ventured 
to  <)b!ierv<%  *  I  i\n  not  think  that  tJio  happiest 
line  in  the  praise  of  Shu-kspesire."  Johnston 
cxohiimed  (smiling),  '  I'rosaical  rogues !  next 
tirnt  I  write,  I  'U  make  both  lime  and  space 
pant.*  * 

"  It  is  well  known  that  there  was  formerly 
a  rude  custom  for  those  who  were  sailing  upon 
th(^  Thames  to  acco«t  each  other  as  they  pjisseil 
in  the  most  uhusive  languasre  they  could  indent ; 
generally,  however,  witli  us  much  satiriejil  Ini- 
nionr  as  they  were  capaVdc  of  pr«Klucinp. 
Addison  give3  u.  *(KM"imen  of  this  ribiildry  in 
Number  ."18^.  of  *  Tlie  Speetatnr,'  when  Sir 
lloger  de  Coverly  and  he  are  going  tx)  Spring- 
garden,-''  Johnson  WHS  once  eminently  mc 
ees.'^ful  in  this  ^jwcil's  of  c'onteiit.  A  fellow 
liuving  attneked  him  vriih  some  coarse  raillery, 
Johnson  answered  him  thus  '  Sir,  your  wiw;, 
undfT  pretettce  of  keepinfr  a  house  of  xUfame^  is 
a  receiver  of  stolen  goods."  One  evening  when 
he  and  Mr.  Bnrke  and  Mr.  Langton  were  in 
company  together,  and  the  admirable  scolding 
of  Timon  of  Athens  was  mentioned,  this  in* 


Who  tr^TrlB  in  rclifflotii  \%xt, 

f  Truth  intxM  wUli  Pttof.  ihAdMi  *Uh  nijri.) 
Likfi  WblMoii.  MTMivtiiiK  pyi  or  »Mri, 

Id  uccmi  %iil«  or  thiki  ^r  *lr«)r». 


■ii.ir  l)»-ro*!  hu(.<t  If 


.g  toll 
ro*n» 


*'  Envy,  inrviUt  tn  vut^itr  *atili, 

b'tivjr  %\i'Y%  tn  nrnl  6lopi  his  riiu  ; 
Envr  with  paitun'd  tarnlih  fnuU 
ilU  liutre,  And  hU  worth  dccrlen. 

*'  Inglnrlnii*  -ir  hr  minti  rnthn.11'd. 

r>.    ::  .r,r.eO; 

At.  i. 

Dm  :.jijd: 

CtrMt  wklhuui  («tron,  rich  without  South  S«n/' 
Tb»  (Hat  i.tJiiiSM  is  rnrrrrted  from  a  bettor  copj  found  by 

♦  Ifhr  itlfPnfrtirr-  t-.f ttri  on  JnlinTin.  nnJ  ^JmStti  It  r«|rr..'iTr.,it 


Stance  of  John«on  a  wa> 
to  have  at  least  equal  ex. 

"  A»  Johnsnn  alwayt 
dinary  tjdents   of  Mr,  1; 
was  fully  sensible  of  the 
Johnson.  Mr.Langtonr- 
an  evening  with  both  of  1 1 
repeatedly  entci-cd  upon 
evulent  he  would  have  il 
sivc   knowledge  and  rL  \ 
but  Johnson  always  seize  j; 
tion,  in  whicb,  however,  he  acquill 
a  Tnost  msLsterly  manner.     A« 
Mr.  Langton  were  walking 
obstffved   that  Juhn!«on  had    h<?fn 
that  night:    Mr.  L 
added,   he  couhl   b - 
from  another  person   ^pl.tinly    uihiuai 
he   meant   Mr.   Uurke).    *  O,    no/ 
Burke,  '  it  is  enough  for  uac  lo  Imve 
bell  to  him.* 

"*■  Bcauclerk  havT!i"  i^b-.M-%..,i 
of  their  friends,  that  i 
ing  money;  *  Why,        , 
likewise  awkward  at  couoiing   tiic 
then,  Sir,  tl»e  reascm  is  plain  \  I  lijiv 
little  money  to  count.' 

*'  lie  had  an  abhorrence  of  afTet*! af 
ing  of  old  Mr.  Langton,  oi 
vou  will  seldom  see  such 
his  stores  of  literature,  6ii«  n  hn  u 
divinity,   and  such  his  exempliki 
added,  '  autl.  Sir,  he  ba>5  ' 
ticidation,  no  bursts  of  ;  m 

oecii5ions  :    he  never  cmL. .. 
overacted  cordiality.' 

*'  Being  in  company  with  a  e'ctiilrm 
thought  fit  to  mamtain  Pr.   I-  ^j 

nious  philosophy,  that  tiolhin- 
[lereeJved  by  some  mind;  when  xhv.. 
was  going  away,  Johnson  suid  lu  htni, 
Sir,  don't  leave  us ;  for  we  may  p 


a<>vcr  lo  la^lk  of  what  he  utid^r^tooil. 


.ibboQ,  Jones,  ojid 


A  '  iMt  oj  Mary  U*»frn  tff  UtttU."  ^C^o%tli,  IftCT. 
^  Vatmhall.  — Ca,niBta. 
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U>  think  of  you,  wnl  then  you  will  ceaac  to 

''  G'  '  i[»ou  boing  visited  by  Joii»90ii 

cvti<*  il.i  :upl(\  said  to  him  witli  a  litlJe 

lion^  *  I  whali  so*  I  lum 

ihoie/    ^  '  iitni 

Odiilft:r  ing 

!hut  ii  Im. - -   at- 

I  III  { ion  to  such  *  I  — '  N  ay ,  !^ir,  never 

minfl  iLoil '  jVi^  /  N  extra.  ' 

♦♦  At  the  liiiiL"  when  his  iktiaioii  wiia  grranted 
to  him.  t»o  ?^iu(l,  with  ii  uolut;  litenirv  uiiibition, 

*  ■  ;ij»t>eno<l  iwviity  years  fv^n,  1  should 
1 1,  [«•  Uonstontinoplc  to  Iconi  Arabic, 
u»  r«»t.<»Lke  did/ 

••  Aa  iin  iiwtfltK'e  of  the  mcentiss  of  \m  taste, 
though  \n'  prjuHcd  West's  tTansJation  of  Pin- 
dar, hr  (K)iiitL'd  out  the  Jbllowing  passages  m 
fuuliy.  bj  exprvsiiing  a  circimistance  so  tninute 
M  to  detrart  fnnu  the  general  dignity  which 
»hottld  prevM.il :  — 

*  Down  then  from  thy  glitlering  nail. 
Take,  O  Muse,  thy  Duriiin  lyre.- 

**  When  Mr-  Vesey  '  was  proposed  as  a  mem- 
ber •  »!'  the  Litcr:iry  C'lub,  Mr.  Burke  bej^an  by 
i»iAviitg  that  he  was  a  man  of  gentle  niatiners. 

*  i^tr/  said  Johnson,  *  you  need  say  no  more. 
When  yrm  have  said  a  man  of  gi*nile  manners^ 
you  h;i  i  ' 

"  11  lierbcrt  tohl  Mr.  Lang- 
ton  th:ii Ill  Mr,  Mil. I  to  him,  'Sir,  a  man  hns 

no  mTM'*'  rl^♦fl^  (o  jwiy  an  uncivil  thing,  thiui  to 

itrf " ^  Turht  t,.  tiv  H  rud^;  thing  to 

■j[.  I.' 

I  rat,*  said  he, 

V  '  di*clarcd  he 

V  -  tt  West  India 
I  I  '  Icl't  litrt  ttiViiirri  in  total  ru»i»,  Im.i- 
I  . ,'  tio  i-fflirc,  he  was  not  under  tlxe 
(                                      slaves.' 

tie  conversation,  except 

,    of  which   Sir   Joshua 

always  wUling  to  talk, 

ii!j\.    US'  111  intrwluctd.*   Johnwn, 

V  ried  Mr.  Lani^ton  to  hce  hiin,  pro- 
<                     Ire  could  briu;;  him  out  into  con- 

iid  used   this   allusive  expression, 

._,  :       i  make  him  rmr'     But  he  fwiled  ; 

for  in  that  interview  Richardaon  said  little  elue 


See  ti<  (|u4niterl4  v&tr«. 


Prriim,  KuL  T    7- 


Inr  in  tlic  room  a  translation  of 

1  (jerman. 

"  Ihu'c  when  tiomeU«ly  produced  a  news* 

paper  in  whirh  there  was  a  Uxvi^t  »»f  Btupid 

abuse  uf  Sir  Joshua  Keynold*,  of  >vl'  '    '  '    - 

>ton  hiruwelf  eauie  in  for  a  share,  '  I 

he,  *  let  us  hav    > '     '       '    ' 

to  end ;  which 

ailed  out,  *Are  we  olive 

"*  lie   had  a   strong  prejudice  against  the 

political  clianwrter  of  Seeker,  one  instance  of 

which  appeared  at  Oxford,  where  hf.*  e,\preas*fd 

or^v^t   dtB^ntisfiiction  at  his  varying  Ine  old* 

I  toast,  *  Church  and   king.*     *'J'ho 

1»  of  Canterhufv/  naid  he,  with  an 

uooth,smir  L»  drinks  *'Cc»n« 

t  church  Jieinj;  oi^kod 

KiMi  u r«<iicethere%v,i-^  I  ■  ■"'  ------,-■  ^- -^ 

he  staid,  *Why,  Sir,  you  n 
something.'  Vet  when  th.  ...-_  vr.  .„..;  ,-..;...-, 
prefixed  to  his  sermons  by  Dr.  i*orteu3  and 
Dr.  Slinton,  hix  chaiilain8,  fimt  came  out,  h»: 
read  it  with  the  utmost  avidity,  and  satti,  •  It 
is  a  life  well  written,  and  that  well  deserves  lo 
be  recordecL' 

**  Of  a  certain  noble  lord  *,  he  said,  •  Rosoect 
hint  you  could  not ;  for  he  had  no  min<l  ot  his 
own.  Love  him  you  could  not ;  for  that  which 
you  could  do  witli  him  evx'rY  one  else  could.' 

"  Of  Dr.  Golflsmith  he  said,  *  No  man  was 
more  foolish  when  he  had  not  a  pen  in  bis 
hand,  or  more  wise  whiti  be  had/ 

^"  He  told,  in  his  lively  manner^  the  followinij; 
literary  anecdote;  —  *  Green  and  Guthri«\  an 
Irishniiiu  und  a  Scotchman,  undi  ii-.rik  ;i  trim- 
lation  of  DultaUle's  History  ot 
said  of  Guthrie,  that  he  knew  i  ] 

Guthrie  of  Green,  that  he  knew  no  French  t 
and  ihe^e  tw<i  underloijk  lo  Trauslate  Puhalde'ft 
History  of  China.  In  this  translation  there 
was  found,  'the  twenty-sixth  day  of  the  new 
miK>n/  Now,  as  tlie  wh<»le  tx^  of  tin*  iitiM>u  is 
but  twenty- cipht  davs,  the  moon,  insiciul  of 

^-- "    —     ■      ■'■-      ■'!•--       M  be. 

word 


*  Blogden,  Sir,  ia  a  deiighUul  felicw 


>  and 

••aid. 


Ihien  nor  nn  jift»"ntf  To  1(  ,    hwt  Ht  m't  ^t    mhrvt  Thi^Ti*  «»i  t 


t  Th. 


n- 


I  tlllMitllllt    I 


Ml)  urtt*  yt<eveiti,  «uJ  aifiaeArcd  to  vu\w  tt 


iL 
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"  On  occasion  of  Dr.  Johnson's  publL3hin«T 
his  pamphlet  of '  The  False  Alarm,'  there  came 
out  a  very  an^y  answer  (by  many  supposed  to 
be  by  IVIr.  Wilkes).  Dr.  Johnson  determined 
on  not  answering  it ;  but,  in  conversation  with 
Mr.  Langton,  mentioned  a  particular  or  two, 
which,  if  he  had  replied  to  it,  he  mi^ht  perhaps 
have  inserted.  In  the  answerer's  pamphlet,  it 
had  been  said  with  solemnity,  *Do  you  con- 
sider. Sir,  that  a  house  of  commons  is  to  the 
people  as  a  creature  is  to  its  Creator  ?  '  *  To 
this  question,'  said  Dr.  Johnson,  *  1  could  have 
replied,  that,  in  the  first  place,  the  idea  of  a 
Creator  must  be  such  as  that  he  has  a  power 
to  unmake  or  annihilate  his  creature.  Then  it 
cannot  be  conceived  that  a  creature  can  make 
laws  for  its  Creator.]  ^ 

'*  *  Depend  upon  it,'  said  he,  '  that  if  a  man 
talks  of  his  misfortunes,  there  is  something  in 
them  that  is  not  disagreeable  to  him;  for 
where  there  is  nothing  but  pure  misery,  there 
never  is  any  recourse  to  the  mention  of  it.' 

"  *  A  man  must  be  a  poor  beast,  that  should 
read  no  more  in  quantity  than  he  could  utter 
aloud.' 

"  *  Imlac,  in  Rasselas,'  I  spelt  with  a  c  at  the 
end,  because  it  is  less  like  English,  which 
should  always  have  the  Saxon  k  added  to  the  c'  * 

"  *  Many  a  man  is  mad  in  certain  instances, 
and  goes  through  life  without  having  it  per- 
ceived. For  example,  a  madness  has  seized  a 
person,  of  supposing  himself  obliged  literally 
to  pray  continually  ^:  had  the  madness  turned 
the  opposite  way,  and  the  person  thought  it  a 
crime  ever  to  pray,  it  might  not  improbably 
have  continued  unobserved.' 

"  He  apprehended  that  the  delineation  of 
characters  m  the  end  of  the  first  book  of  the 
*  Retreat  of  the  Ten  Thousand '  was  the  first 
instance  of  the  kind  that  was  known. 

*'  *  Supposing,'  said  he,  *  a  wife  to  be  of  a 
studious  or  argumentative  turn,  it  would  be 
very  troublesome:  for  instance,  if  a  woman 
should  continually  dwell  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Arian  heresy. 

"  *  No  man  speaks  concerninof  another,  even 
suppose  it  to  be  in  his  praise,  if  he  thinks  he 
does  not  hear  him,  exactly  as  he  would  if  he 
thought  he  was  within  hearing.  * 

*'  *  The  applause  of  a  single  human  being  is 
of  great  consequence.'     This  he  said  to  me 


with  great  earnestness  of  manner,  vi 
the  time  of  his  decease,  on  occasion  o 
desired  me  to  read  a  letter  addressee 
from  some  person  in  the  north  of  I 
which  when  I  had  done,  and  he  asked 
the  contents  were,  as  I  thought  being 
lar  upon  it  might  fatijrue  him,  it  being 
length,  I  only  told  him  in  general  thx 
highly  in  his  praise ;  and  then  he  e: 
himself  as  above. 

"  He  mentioned  with  an  air  of  sat 
what  Baretti  had  told  him ;  that,  me 
the  course  of  his  studying  English  witJ 
cellent  paper  in  '  The  Spectator,'  one  ^ 
that  were  written  by  the  respectable 
ing  minister,  Mr.  Grove  of  Taunton, 
serving  the  genius  and  energy  of  mine 
exhibits,  it  greatly  quickened  his  cur 
visit  our  country  ;  as  he  thought,  if  su 
the  lighter  periodical  essays  of  our 
their  productions  on  more  weighty  o 
must  be  wonderful  indeed  ! 

"  He  observed  once,  at  Sir  Joshu 
nolds's,  that  a  beggar  in  the  street  w 
readily  ask  alms  from  a  wiaw,  thouji 
should  be  no  marks  of  wealth  in  his 
ance,  than  from  even  a  well-dressed  n 
which  he  accounted  for  from  the  great 
of  carefulness  as  to  money,  that  is  to  b 
in  women;  saying  farther  upon  it,  t 
opportunities  in  general  that  thev  po 
improving  their  condition  are  mucJi  fev 
men  have ;  and  adding,  as  he  looked  ro 
company,  which  consisted  of  men  only, 
is  not  one  of  us  who  does  not  think  L 
be  richer,  if  he  would  use  his  endcuvoi 

"  He  thus  characterised  an  ingenioui 
of  his  acquaintance :  '  Sir,  he  is  an  en 
by  rule.' 

"  *  He  may  hold  up  (hat  shielj>  a^ 
his  enemies^'  was  an  observation  on  Ih 
reference  to  his  description  of  the  s 
Achilles,  made  by  Mrs.  Fitzherhert  | 
wife  to  his  friend  Mr.  Fitzherhert  of 
shire,  and  respected  by  Dr.  Johnson  a 
fine  one.''  He  had  in  general  a  ve 
opinion  of  that  lady's  understanding. 

"  An  observation  of  Bathurst's  may 
tioned,  which  Johnson  repeated,  appe 
acknowledge  it  to  be  well  founded  ;  m 
was  somewhat  remarkable  how  seldom 


1  Hi*  profound  adoration  of  the  Great  First  Cause  was 
sucti  as  to  set  him  above  that  "  philosophy  and  vain  dt>ceii " 
with  which  men  of  narrow  conceptions  have  been  infected. 
1  have  heard  him  strongly  maintain  that  "  what  is  right  is 
not  so  from  any  natural  fltness,  but  because  God  wills  it  to 
be  right ;  "  and  it  is  certainly  so,  because  he  has  predisposed 
the  relations  of  things  so,  as  that  which  he  wills  roust  be 
right.  — BoHWBLL. 

^  I  hope  the  authority  of  the  great  master  of  our  language 
will. stop  that  curtailing  innoration  by  which  we  see  crt/ic, 
public,  *c.  frequently  written  instead  of  critick,  publicii,  &c. 
— BoswBLL.  Wliy  should  we  not  retrench  an  obvious  super- 
fluity? In  the  preceding  ago  piiA/rc  and  crt'r><r  were  written 
pubiique  and  critique.  I  And  that  Johnson  himself,  in  a 
memorandum  among  Mr.  Anderdon's  papers,  dated  in  I7A4, 
writes  "cubic  feet."  —  Crorbr. 

•■»  Johnson  had,  no  doubt,  his  poor  friend  Smart  In  his  re- 
collection :  sec  oHt^,  p.  135.  —  Croker. 


*  This  observation  confirms  my  suggestion,  a% 
n.  h,  and  p.  3C4.  n.  I,  that  we  have  suffipred  by 
having  written  his  Journal  of  the  Tour  to  the 
under  Johnson's  inspection.—  Crokkr.  1S4T. 

»  No.  MS.  COl.  6»"..  Gib.  See  anti,  10th  Apill.  I 
son's  praise  of  that  on  Sovelty,  which  is  No.  S'i6.  •. 
in  the  Biographical  Preface  to  the  Spectator,  t 
attributed  ( I  know  not  why)  to  No.  588 Crokci 

*  Sterne  is  of  a  direct  contrary  opinion.  Sec  hi 
mental  Journey ;  "  article.  The  Mf/Miny.  —  BoawK 

f  Meaning,  I  8upp*)he.  that  Homer's  de«crinti< 
■hiold  of  Achilles  was  so  masterly  that  it  alooe  wai 
to  prove  him  a  great  port,  and  to  turn  all  the  shaf 
rism.  But  the  reader  cannot  have  failed  to  obc 
many  of  the  anecdutfs  in  Mr.  Langtoti's  Collect 
very  obscurely  expressed,  and  that  dffTercut  xm 
sometimes  Jumbled  into  one  paragaph. Csoxn. 
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casion  of  coming  into  the  company  of  any  new 
TKTSon,  one  felt  any  wish  or  inclination  to  see 
him  again/* 

This  year  the  Reverend  Dr.  Franklin  having 
publii'hiMl  a  translation  of  "  Lucian,"  inscribeu 
to  him  the  Dcmoniix  thus :  — 

**  To  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  the  Demonax  of  the 
present  age,  this  piece  is  inscribed  by  a  sincere  ad- 
mirer of  his  respectable  talents 

The  Translator." 

Though  upon  a  particular  comparison  of 
Demonax  and  Johnson,  there  docM  not  seem  to 
be  a  great  deal  of  similarity  between  them ', 
this  dedication  is  a  Just  compliment  from  the 
general  character  given  by  Lucrian  of  the  an- 
cient sage,  "  dniaruv  tov  iliCu  iyM  i;^i\ctT,'}-^<,n' 
yivofihtjv,  the  best  philosopher  whom  1  have 
ever  seen  or  known.' 


CHAFfER  LXXI. 
17H1. 

The  "  Lires  of  the  Pinrtt"  cnmpltted.  —  Oh$erratton$ 
upon,  and  various  llvadinga  in,  the  Life  of  Cowley. 
—  Walter.  —  Milton.  —  Dryden.  —  I\rpc.  — 
Broome.  —  Addison.  —  Pnrnell.  —  Blackmore.  — 
Pliilifit.  —  Conijrere.  —  Tickell.  —  Akennide.  — 
Lord  Lyttelton.  —  routuj.  —  Sxrifl. 

Ix  1781,  Johnson  atla<t  comphrtcd  his  "Lives 
of  the  Poets'*  of  which  he  gives  this  account: 
*•  Some  time  in  March  I  finished  the  '  Lives  of 
the  Poets,'  which  I  wrote  in  my  usual  way, 
dilatorily  and  hastily,  unwilling  to  work,  and 
working  with  vigour  and  haste."  *  In  a  me- 
morandum J  previous  t(»  this,  he  says  of  them  : 
•*  Written,  1  hope,  in  sneli  a  manner  as  may 
tend  to  the  promotion  of  jnety."  —  {Pr.  uiul 
Med.,  j.p.  174.  1!)0.) 

This  is  the  work  which,  of  all  Dr.  Jo!:nson's 
writings,  will  perhaps  be  read  most  generally, 


'  Tlicro  wrri*  many  point*  in  whirh  Johnson  did  not  re-  I 
•finblr  Dciniin.ix.  utm  w.i^  hlKh-lxtni  and  rich,  vcr):  mild  in  { 
lim  m<inniT«.   pciitic   in   .-iri;it'ni'nt  ;iiid  v\en   in   hii    rfpri- 
mandii.  and  livf.i  to  a  irr«'.U  airr  in  unlntiTnipted  hp.iith  ;  luit  | 
in  Mmir  lUhcr  iMrlicil  ir»  I.iuMiin's  rharactrr   M-i-mji    R|»pli-  ! 
cablf  t«i  Johr.Miu  ;  And  iniii  fd  hi»  triU't  rcfomlilfn  (in  little)  | 
Bi><iwrlt'k  i>wii   vt(»rk.  b-  ii.;.'  a  colW'Ctittn  of  <»b<4Tv.itiitn!(  iin 
povi-rAl  tiipi«>.  mnral.  crUii'.il,  and  rflih'ious,  niad«>  by  a  phil-  ' 
toph<>r  ol  atriMiK  vnii-.  n-aUy  wit,  nnd  t«'arloM  vcrat'ity  ;  and  . 
the  rhiirai".<-r  uliicb   I.urUn  .iMTi>N-ii  to  the  rnurcrK.ititin  of  I 
iJi-mon-ix  apiif^arit  to  mo  not  iinliki  (nialiinR  due  allowancp  , 
tur  tlie  fliflert'nrr  of  aiu'ient  and  modern  hnbitk  nnd  topiCk) 
lh«  btylc  oftiiat  of  Dr.  Joiiuioii.  — Crokcr. 

s  ThU  fM-ilitv  ftf  «ri:in(r.  imd  thi«  dilatorine«ft  ever  to 
write.  Dr.  Jfihn*on  alway<i  rrtaimxl.  from  the  dnt<  tlwit  hn 
Iftjr  t-b«d  anit  <lirtat«-d  Ids  tir^t  piiblirattun  to  Mr.  Uertor.  to 
th»  mominnt  he  nuulc  ni«-  nmy  otit  lliwe  variation*  in  l*i»pe'* 
Homrr  which  are  printed  in  the  Lirra  of  Ike  l\tftt.  '  An«l 
now,*  uAA  he,  when  I  had  lini«hcil  it  for  him,*  I  fear  nnt  Mr. 
NIcboU  [the  jirlnter]  of  a  pin.'—  Ptaxzi.    The  tir»t  iirraitan 


and  with  most  pleasure.  Philology  and  bio- 
graphy were  his  favourite  pursuits,  an<l  those 
who  lived  most  in  intimacy  with  him,  heard 
him  uprm  all  occasions,  when  there  was  a  pro- 
per opportunity,  take  delight  in  expatiating 
upon  the  various  merits  ol'  the  English  poets : 
ujMm  the  niceties  of  their  characters,  and  the 
eveiitu  of  their  progress  through  the  world 
which  they  ttontributed  to  illuminate.  His 
mind  was  so  full  of  that  kind  of  information, 
and  it  was  so  well  arranged  in  his  memory,  thai 
in  performing  what  he  had  undertaken  in  this 
way,  he  had  little  more  to  do  than  to  put  his 
thoughts  upon  naper;  exhibiting  firat  each 
jioet's  life,  and  then  subjoining  a  critical  exa- 
mination of  his  genius  and  works.  But  when 
he  began  to  write,  the  subject  swelled  in  such 
a  manner,  that  insteatl  of  prefaces  to  each  jioet, 
of  no  more  than  a  few  pages,  as  he  had  origi- 
nally intended  *,  he  produced  an  ample,  rich, 
and  most  entertaiuing  view  of  them  m  every 
respect.  In  this  he  resembled  Quintilian,  who 
tells  us,  that  in  the  composition  of  his  **  Insti- 
tutions of  Oratory,"  "  iMtiiig  se  tamen  upvri- 
entc  materia^  jtius  quam  immnchatur  oiieri* 
xpontc  sitscepi.^  The  booksellers,  justly  sensi- 
ble of  the  great  additional  value  of  the  copy- 
right,, presented  him  with  another  hundred 
IM>und.s  over  and  above  two  hundre<l,  for  which 
lis  agreement  was  to  furnish  such  prefaces  as 
he  thought  fit.* 

This  was,  however,  but  a  small  recomjHjnce 
for  such  a  collecticm  of  biography,  and  such 
j)rinciples  and  illustrations  of  criticism,  as,  if 
digested  and  arranged  in  one  system,  by  some 
modern  Aristotle  or  Longinus,  might  tbrni  a 
code  u|)on  that  subject,  such  as  no  other  nation 
can  show.  As  he  was  so  good  as  to  make  me 
a  present  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  oiiginal, 
anrl  indeed  only,  manu.script  of  this  admirable 
work,  I  have  an  opjiortunitv  of  observing  with 
wonder  the  correctness  with  which  he  rapidly 
struck  off  such  glowing  composition.  lie  mny 
be  assimilated  to  the  lady  in  Waller,  who  could 
imj)ress  with  '"love  at  first  ?ight:" 

"  Some  other  nymphs  with  colours  faint, 
.Vnd  pencil  slow,  may  Cupid  paint, 
And  ;i  weak  heart  in  time  destroy  : 
She  has  a  stamp,  and  prints  the  boy." 


was  pnblifSi^l  in  177M.  '\'\\\-^  edition  ftf  the  Vovit  was  in  »i\ty 
volnmos,  Mn.ill  nrtavi*. —  I'Huki-.H. 

-'*  lli»de>ipi  i*  lliu:>  niinoiiiiee<l  in  )ii^ndrerti«einert :  "  The 
boolorllerA  having;  dettniiim-ii  lopnbli'h  a  ImnIv  of  KTmli«li 
piH'try.  I  »a*  i>«rsii:*ii«-d  tn  prendre  tlnm  .1  preface  tn  th« 
works  of  each  author;  .m  under  t  .ili  i  np.  .-n.  it  wa!-  ilien  pre- 
firnted  to  niv  mind,  not  very  teilioiM  or  dinieiilt.  My  pur|  oso 
wa<(  iinly  to  nave  allotted  tn  every  poet  an  adverliiement,  like 
that  wluch  Mie  (ii.d  in  th>-  '  Freiuh  Mi^relLirile-i.'  r<uit.iinm|r 
a  few  (lA7e<,  and  a  t:i  n<>r.-d  eharai-ter  ;  but  I  have  l>ci*D  liM  Ih** 
yoiid  mv  iiiteniioii.  I  lu>|>i>  l-y  the  tionost  detiru  uf  giting 
iiiK'fiil  ple.if nre Ilo«w  i.t  1,. 

*  Tiir  b:ir(talii  wat  fur  t««  hundred  guineaii,  and  the  hook- 
•ell-TaiipcmtaneoindymldedafAfri/  hmidreil;  on  this  oiratlon 
Dr.  Johnson  ub>erved  to  nie,  "  Sii,  I  al»an  uiit  the  tMmk* 
fcllera  were  a  ir«*niri)u«  <et  of  men.  Nor,  In  the  prevent  in- 
jitaiMv.  iiave  I  reaM>ii  to  roin)>lain.  The  fact  U,  nol  that  Ihef 
hAve  paid  me  too  little,  but  lh;it  I  h^ve  written  t(H>  much.  ' 
The  ••  Live*  "  were  mkh)  published  in  a  M-|iaratn  €>d)tion  ; 
when,  for  a  verv  few  corriTiionrt.  ho  wat  pnionted  with 
iuiother  himdreil  guint-AS.—  NiriKiLit.  Auli,  p.  .^31.  n.  1.— C. 
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J  hrit  lie,  Lowc^ver,  had  n  gooddcAl  of  trou- 
ble, ttiid  some  ttnxjet)%  in  L*tii*rying  on  the  T^'ork, 
yrv  see  from  ti  scrips  ol'ltjUt-'r*  to  Mr.  Nicbols, 
the  jtrintLT,  whoi-e  vnriety  of  litarary  inquiry 
mid  abliging  dispositiou  rendered  Lira  useful 
to  Jotuiisoii.     Thus  :  — 

"  In  the  Life  of  Waller,  Mr,  Nichols  will  find  a 
reftTrtice  lo  the  Paillamentnry  ItitUiry,  from  which 
0  luitg  quutiiiiou  \*  to  Ih;  inserted.  If  Mr«  Nichob 
caiinoi  easily  timl  the  book,  Mr,  Johnson  will  tend 
it  from  Strcalhnm. 

••  ClarencUin  is  here  rt'turned. 

**  By  Hitne  accident  I  htid  yunr  note  upon  Duke 
up  *o  nHifcly,  thjit  I  cjinnol  find  il.  Your  informntinns 
Imvc  beiMi  of  grc'ut  use  to  mt*.  I  must  beg  it 
■f^in,  frith  miothcr  list  of  our  authors,  for  1  have 
hiid  that  with  the  other.  I  huve  unit  Stepney's 
Kf»itii}>h»  Lot  mc  have  the  revises  a*  soon  iis  can 
he.      December,  1T78, 

•'  1  have  !»enl  Phili^JS  vith  his  Epitaphs,  to  be 
iiiM-Tled.  Tht*  fragment  of  a  preface  is  hardly 
worth  the  impreMiun,  liut  that  we  may  seem  to  do 
something.  It  may  be  added  to  the  Lift-  of  Philip^w 
The  I^tin  pn^e  is  to  be  added  to  the  Life  of  Smith. 
J  ^hall  be  At  home  to  revise  the  two  sheets  of 
Milton.     March  \.  17T9. 

**  Please  to  get  me  the  last  edition  of  Hughcs^s 
I^etters;  and  try  to  get  Dennis  upon  Blaekmore 
and  u]K}n  Cato,  and  any  thing  of  the  same  writer 
itgninst  Pope.      Our  muteriak  are  doft:ctivc. 

"  As  WuUcr  profesiicd  to  have  imitated  Fair£ix, 
do  yon  think  a  few  pag^cs  of  Fairfax  would  enrich 
uur  t'dition  ?  Fevr  readers  have  seen  it,  and  it  may 
plea^'  tbem<     But  it  iii  not  necessary. 

••*  An  nccuunt  of  the  Lives  and  Works  of  some 
of  the  roost  eminent  English  Poet!^  by/  &c,  *  The 
Englbh  Pocti,  biogmphically  and  critically  con* 
sideredjiy  Sam.  Johnson."  Let  Mr.  Nichols  take 
hiv  choice,  or  make  another  to  hi<i  mind.  May, 
178L 

"  Yon  somehow  forgot  the  advertisement  for  the 
mew  edition.  It  was  not  eiicluscHi.  Of  Gay's 
Letters  1  see  not  that  any  use  can  be  madc«  for 
ihcy  give  no  information  of  any  thing.  That  he 
was  a  member  of  a  philoM>phical  society  h  some- 
thing; but  surely  he  could  be  hut  a  corresponding 
member.  However,  not  having  his  life  here,  I 
know  not  how  to  put  it  iu,  and  it  ia  of  little  im- 
portance.*" 

Mr.  Steevens  appears,  from  the  papers  in 
tny  possession,  to  have  supplied  him  with  some 
ttueedotea  and  quotations  ;  ami  I  observe  the 
Ikir  luind  •  of  AlA.  Thrale  as  one  of  his  copyiifts 
uf  i^rluct  priijsagcs.  But  he  was  principally  in- 
debted] to  my  steiidy  fritMul,  Mr,  Insmu:  Heed, 
of  Sluple-iun^  whose  exteuaive  and  ucfttirate 
knowledge  of  English  literary  history  I  do  not 


<  lit^  ffcfcml  nuiro  In  "  Tlia  Gmtlc-niBii'i  Mufnxlnr,**  ITS.'S. 

Till'  nlltiir   tit   iliiti    ntl^rrlUiliv.  in  v^lilrli    ,I.iliti...ri    \»rriti-  for 
*rv.  .       .  .,f  ,o 

it*  t  tvt 


express  with  i  . 
wijnd«jrful:  in' 

to  Hie  world;  lu »  ...-  iui, 

his   iicquaititflnce   con   bi^ttr    i 
fratjkuesa  of  his  communicate  .,.    ... 
society. 

It  is  not  my  intentiiit)  to  clwtdl  ti|)nii 
.ToliUMUj's  ''  Lives  of  the  Poet*,**  or  atU 
analysis  of  their  tuerits,  whieh,  w«»nj  1 
do  it»  would  take  uj)  ton  itiuch   i 
work ;    yet  I  shall  make  a  fevr  oh 
upon  some  of  them,  and  insert  m  tew  v; 
readings. 

The  Life  of  Cow  let  he  him    * 
03  the  best  of  the  whole,  on  at  < 
&ertation  which  it  coiit;iin»  oti 
col  PoeU.^     L'>rviJen,    wh<T«*» 
were  equal  to  bis  tHutiril    lui.I 
in  hi.-*  exeellent  f 
had  barely  meu  i 
hibited  them  at  iai  - 
tration  from  their  wj 
a  iniinner^  that  indeed  ho  iniiy  i^  «*iii 
lull  merit  of  novelty,  and  to  have  liiM^i 
us,  as  it  were,  a  new  phicict  in  the 
bemi»j>hcre. 

It  IS  remarked  by  Johnson,  lit  coi 
the  works  of  a  p<^t\  that  "^^ anieiHlnwaits 
seldom  luade  witituut  souir   '-f-      • 
but  I   do  not  hnii  that 
prose.*     We  shall  see,  ihiiL    i. 
n»ent5  in  this  work  ru*c  for  the 
nothing  of  the  pannus  otnutyiM; 
unitorm;  and  indeed,  what  had  inxn 
firsts  is  very  seldom  uulit  to  have  rtsitii 

Fariom  Rtadingt '  in  iht  Lift  nf  C^vrtcr. 

^  All  [future  votaries  of]  that  ma^  htytof^ 
for  solitude. 

*'  To   conceive   and   eteciilc    ibe    [a^tatioo 
perception]  fntinn  ami  iht  pieasure*  of  otJber  «n« 

*'  The  wide  eQ'ulgeuce  of  [the  bloilit^]  q 
noon." 

In  the  Lifcof  Wallke,  Johnsofi  mv*-^ 
tinctand  uuiuiuted  narrative  of  ; 
that  variegated  jHiriod,  with  >  t] 

touches  of  character;  and  havlr 
tunity  to  display  his  indifu>I  ^ 
it  with  an  unqualified  m:  ii 

sutisfiea  his  readers  how  i 
cjtecutetl  a  Tory  Uijutory  < 

So  eiu^y  Is  his  style  in  tl 
not  reeoUect  more  thun  ti-i,. 
learned  words:  ime^  when  givr 
of  the  approach  of  Waller  s  mo:  .„.   *.^.  «; 
Bftys,  *^he  found   bis  leg*   grfiw  iumtdi^ 


ch«raclertiUc<  of  urit.  tkiM  U  aliewhcrv  t* 
->CaoKaa. 

•  Life  of  ShtHlHd  ^  Bcsvvnu,, 

>  Siw,  lifiWBvrr.  p.  Ii57.  tif  thii  rnlittftik^  frtt^r- 


•  in 


■«r»  Ml  n*  I 

ilawkintMt 
titnlnit  A  titcri 


iuid     ilUcrlmluaUon    of  tlio 


••    i'hp  iiriRhiAt  rcwifug  U  PT>rlnM9i  m  nTacl«t««St#l 
tent  our  U  i^rintod  id  luUci.  ^  Do«w  au- 
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\mi£  the  esprcsiiion  bis  le^  stctlted,  be  would 
■  ird  this;  anil  then?  would  bavc  been 
i«*tv  in  its  iM-'ini^  rt*IU»we<l  by  tlit*  iu- 
.  .jiit*(<riini  la  liis  i)b)'>ii(^iiU),  **  Whitt  th.it 
rncant!'"  Another,  when  he  mentions 
*opv  hwd  tfmttrti  firujxtsjib ;  when  p*tb* 
ur  hjtued  would  have  l>een  more  rendUv 
rood ;  and  n  third,  when  he  calla  Orrt^rv 
\A  Dr.  Dclaney  writers  bof!i  undouljledly 
»TO<*»/*wjn;  whm  trtw.^  hinwjitf  ntv /futh/ttl,  nu>z\il 
ivi-  bei'U  iwt'd.  Vet,  it  must  be  owned,  that 
lon»»  of  thene  are  hard  or  too  big  word*;  that 
U8U>m  would  nuikr  i!  i  ju^  ea»)r  iix  aii v 

tluT»;  »nd  tliivt  h  I.i  nherand  capft- 

>)' '     luty  t'l  -  ^|•J '  — iiju»  by  having  a 

>*{  mytHUiviije!". 

_  ji>   ..        ...Liim  iipKin  the  unfitnesi  of  poetry 

jr  the  riwful  Mihjetts  of  our  holy  religton» 

iungh  I  do  not  enllrvly  ii^ree  with  Ititii,  hns 

iiic  merit  of  originality,  witii  uncommon 

and  reasoning. 


Viuim*  RttuUnyi  in  the  Lift  0/ Waliih. 


'*  CoHM^nlvd  to  [th«  inwrtion  of  their  nAinc*] 
tir  Mffl  nomintition^ 
[  ^  '  r7  «  fine  of  ten  thuusnnd  pounds. 

<  1 1  (I    t'liuflu^   iKf    Second    un    hii 

,  -.    la-tti  nyht, 
a   tmi   Hattvry  ready  for   all  whom    the 
of  the  world  happen  to  <*tnlt,  mu'^t  be 
to  degradift  hU  powert]  tfomed  ct  a  prot- 

chamctcrs   hy  whieh  W«llef  intended   to 
li^ih  hjs  writinifh  are  [cleg»nce]  nyri^hUineiM 
Ignity. 

»♦  Bhiwitiin!!  to  be   i-aiufd  only    tis  they    [Ibtch] 
rf-fl  fruit*. 
lrii»|;^«-«  "Hich  as  the  su|H!rficies  uf  nature  [easily] 
/%  itiipplie*. 

[Hi»]  Somr '\\'  'iiic*]  wnoy  frr 

ji»«t4;Af  too  rtinit'i 

•  his  Life  of  MiLtow,  the  honnd*  of 

hitvc  opened  in  full  cry.'     But  of 

it   excellence   as   n   poet,   whore 

fiuch  a  !vht?:<ui  it^  by  the  luuid  of 

(  Bh.TlI   itelcct   only  the   ful lowing 

50  concerning  "  Pjirudbc  Lost  t "  — 

Fancy  can  hardly  fbrbttar  lo  conjecture   with 
rh»l  t*"mpt«r  Miltwu  *%trt6yed  the  lilent  progri'ss  of 


Hum  Murptiy.  ^  «ho«o  atwulmnwfit  to  hi* 


his  vork«  and  m«rki*d  hid  reputstioo  ftcaling  tt» 
way  in  a  kiml  of  wtbtiTr: —  -..--...    .»  .     ,  ,|j 

ll'ar  and  hllcnce-       I  CJinn<  Ji 

and  L'ontidcnt,  little  cilv  III >  .i!, 

relying  on  lii*  own  m  ndy  ratuciouanetMf 

.iTid  waitin;^.  withaut  <.-,   thu   vieiMititdcs 

of  opinion,  and  Ibc  impumaliiy  of  a  future  genera- 
tion." 

Indexed  even  Dr.  Towers,  who  may  he  con- 
sidered 03  one  of  tht'  wnrmest  zealots  of  The 
IteciUution  Soi  '  '  '  .  idlawa,  that  **  John><ou 
hiw  s|M(keii  ill  1  t«?nii*  of  the  abilitu«» 

of  thai  greftt  ]iih  i,  und  h:ii  bealowcd  on  his 
principal  p<H.tifnl  corarjosltlons  the  ru<jet  bo- 
iioitral>lo  eurumiums.** ' 

That  a  njjin,  who  venemted  the  church  and 
nionurt'hy  \x»  Johnson  diil,  fihould  K|H.'Hk  with  11 
just  abhorrence  of  Milton  a«  a  p<ditician,  or 
rather  as  a  daring  fou  to  go<j<l  |M>lifv.  was 
Furtlv  to  1)«  expected  ;  and  to  ihn 
Kure  Lini,  1  would  reeonituend  hi*i  *  y 

on  AliUoirs  cidebrnled  eompliiint  <.>(  Jui*  ditu- 
atiun«  when  by  the  lejiliy  of  CbtrlfA  the 
Seconds  "a  lenity  of  whi<d»,"  vl^  .1  "  U 

observe*,  *'  the  world  hjw  hud  jierli  r 

example^  he,  who  had  written  in  ni^iiiM;uion 
of  the  nnirder  of  hi»  sovereign,  was  safe  under 
an  Aft  ttf  OhIfri<m,^*  "  No  i^wmi..*"-  >-  he  saie 
than  he  hnds^  himself  in  dun  >u  tpil 

flnys  ajul  tril  tov^tca^  with  (U.  -.'ttl   with 

dauger*  compttjtMcd  round.  This  darkness,  h»d 
his  eyes  been  l>etter  eniployiH),  ]iud  undoubt- 
edly deserved  c^oinpnssion ;  but  to  add  thi» 
mention  of  dan^r  wtt.s  ungrateful  and  unjust. 
He  was  fallen,  mdc«-M|,  on  t;vd  days ;  the  time 
was  come  in  whieh  regicides  couhl  no  longer 
bt»ast  their  wickedness,  But  of  eril  titn^urM 
for  MiltoQ  Uj  complain,  required  itupudenco 
at  least  equal  to  his  other  jMiwer* ;  Milton, 
whofcc  warmest  advocate?  luuxt  ollow^  that  las 
nev«'i-  «i.  iT.-.t  jiiv  M«perity  of  reproach,  or  bru- 
tal! 

1  rtcn  wondered  hnw  Milton, 

"  an  acrimuniou»  and  surly  rei>ubUcan,**^  — "  a 
man  who  iti  hia  domestic  relations  wai  no 
severe  and  arbitrnr}\"  ond  whose  head  wo« 
fdled  with  the  hardent  and  tiuitut  di<*nial  tenets 
of  Calvinism,  ahoultl  have  been  «uch  aiHfteti 
should  not  only  have  written  with  .tubbmity, 
but  with  beauty,  and  even  gaiety;  ehoald 
have  cxquiuitcly  painted  the  tiwceieiit  ai^nta- 


tte    prMMMH  cxfrMiirillniurf 


♦•r 


Oo  O'jt  tcinciittivt  u.  "' 

Y'.i.^t   1111    Ihf     i.K,      I    L;kf.,. 
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tions  of  which  our  nature  is  capable ;  imaged 
the  delicate  raptures  of  connubial  love ;  nay, 
seemed  to  be  animated  with  all  the  spirit  of 
revelry.  It  is  a  proof  that  in  the  human  min<i 
the  departments  of  judgment  and  imagination, 
perception  and  temper,  may  sometimes  be 
divided  by  strong  partitions;  and  that  the 
light  and  shade  in  the  same  character  may  be 
kept  so  distinct  as  never  to  be  blended.' 

In  the  Life  of  Milton,  Johnson  took  occasion 
to  maintain  his  own  and  the  general  opinion 
of  the  excellence  of  rhyme  over  blank  verse, 
in  English  poetry;  and  quotes  this  apposite 
illustration  of  it  by  "  an  ingenious  critic, '  that 
it  8eems  to  be  verse  only  to  the  eye.*  The  gen- 
tleman whom  he  thus  characterises  is  (as  he 
told  Mr.  Seward)  Mr.  Lock,  of  Norbury  Park, 
in  Surrey,  whose  knowledge  and  taste  in  the 
fine  arts  is  universally  celebrated ;  with  whose 
elegance  of  manners  the  writer  of  the  present 
work  has  felt  himself  much  impressed,  and  to 
whose  virtues  a  common  friend,  who  has  known 
him  long  and  is  not  much  addicted  to  flattery, 
gives  the  highest  testimony. 

Various  Readings  in  the  Life  of  Milton. 

*'  I  cannot  find  any  meaning  but  this  which  [his 
most  bigoted  advocates]  even  kindness  and  reverence 
can  give. 

"  [Perhaps  no]  scarcely  any  man  ever  wrote  so 
much,  and  praised  so  few. 

"  A  certain  [rescue]  preservative  from  oblivion. 

"  Let  me  not  be  censured  for  this  digression,  as 
[contracted]  pedantic  or  paradoxical. 

**  Socrates  rather  was  of  opinion,  that  what  we 
had  to  learn  was  how  to  [obtain  and  communicate 
happiness]  do  good  and  avoid  evil. 

"Its  elegance  [who  can  exhibit  ?]  is  less  attain- 
abU." 

I  coidd,  with  pleasure,  expatiate  upon  the 
masterly  execution  of  the  Life  of  Dbtden, 
which  we  have  seen^  was  one  of  Johnson's 
literary  projects  at  an  early  period,  and  which 
it  is  remarkable,  that  after  desisting  from  it, 
from  a  supposed  scantiness  of  materials,  he 
should,  at  an  advanced  age,  have  exhibited  so 
amj[)ly. 

His  defence  of  that  great  poet  against  the 
illiberal  attacks  upon  him,  as  if  his  embracing 
the  Roman  Catholic  communion  had  been  a 
time-serving  measure,  is  a  piece  of  reasoning 
at  once  able  and  candid.  Indeed,  Dryden 
himself,  in  his  ^^  Hind  and  Panther,"  hath 
given  such  a  picture  of  his  mind,  that  they 
who  know  the  anxiety  for  repose  as  to  the 
awful  subject  of  our  state  beyond  the  grave, 


t  Mr.  Malone  thinks  it  is  rather  a  proof  that  he  felt  nothing 
of  those  cheer(\ii  sensations  which  he  has  described :  that  on 
these  topics  it  is  the  poet,  and  not  the  man,  that  writes.  — 

—  BOSWBLL. 

>  One  of  the  most  natural  instances  of  the  etPed  of  blank 
verse  occurred  to  the  late  Earl  of  HopeC<Mi.  His  lordship 
(>hsi>rTiHi  one  of  his  shenherds  poring  in  the  fields  upon 
Milton's  "  Paradise  Lost ;  and  having  luked  him  what  hook 
It  was,  the  man  answereti,  "  Au't  please  your  lordship,  this  is 


though  they  may  think  his  opinion  ill-i 
must  think  charitably  of  liia  sentiment 

"  But,  gracious  God,  how  well  dost  thou 
For  erring  judgments  an  unerring  guide 
Thy  throne  is  darkness  in  the  abyss  of  1 
A  blaze  of  glory  that  forbids  the  sight. 
O  !  teach  me  to  believe  thee  thus  conces 
And  search  no  farther  than  thyself  revca 
But  Her  alone  fur  my  director  take, 
Whom  thou  hast  promised  nevo*  to  for^ 
My  thoughtless   youth    was    wing*d  w 

desires ; 
My  manhood  long  misled  by  wandYing  I 
Follow'd  fiilse  lights ;    and   when  their 

was  gone, 
My  pride  struck  out  new  sparkles  of  hei 
Such  was  I,  such  by  nature  still  I  am ; 
Be  thine  the  glory,  and  be  mine  the  diac 
Good  life  be  now  my  task  ;  my  doubts  ai 
What  more  could  shock  my  £uth  than  ' 

One?" 

In  drawing  Dryden's  character,  John 
given,  though  1  suppose  unintentional! 
touches  of  his  own.  Thus  :  "  The  poti 
predominated  in  his  intellectual  op< 
was  rather  strong  reason  than  quick 
bility.  Upon  all  occasions  that  were  pr« 
he  studied  rather  than  felt;  and  pr 
sentiments  not  such  as  nature  enforc 
meditation  supplies.  With  the  simp 
elemental  passions,  as  they  spring  sepi 
the  mind,  he  seems  not  much  acquainte 
is,  therefore,  with  all  his  variety  of  ex© 
not  often  pathetic,  and  had  so  little  sen 
of  the  power  of  effusions  purely  natur 
he  did  not  esteem  tliem  in  others/* 
indeed  be  observed,  that  in  all  the  nu 
writings  of  Johnson,  whether  in  prose  o: 
and  even  in  his  tragedy,  of  which  the 
is  the  distress  of  an  unfortunate  princes 
is  not  a  single  passage  that  ever  drew  a 

Various  Readings  in  the  Life  of  DavBi 

'*  The  reason  of  this  general  perusal,  j 
has  attempted  to  [6nd  in]  derive  from  the 
which  the  mind  feels  m  the  investiga) 
secrets. 

"  His  best  actions  are  but  [convenientl  i 
of  wickedness. 

**  When  once  he  had  engaged  himself  ix 
tation,  [matter]  thoughts  flowed  in  on  eitbet 

"  ITie  abyss  of  an  un-ideal  [emptiness]  n 

**  lliese,  like  [many  other  harlots],  dke  ka 
other  men^  had  his  love,  though  not  his  appro 

'*  He  [sometimes  displays]  descends  to  dsM 
knowledge  with  pedanuc  ostentation. 

"  French  words  which  [were  then  used 
then  crept  into  conversation." 


a  Taiy  odd  sort  of  an  author :  he  would  fain  rhrme. 
notgetaclt."_BoswELU 

*  See  anti,  p.  516.  —  Boswell. 

*  It  seems  to  me,  that  there  are  many  pathetic  pas 

Johnson's  works,  both  prose  and  Tera« KBAnir 

deep  and  pathetic  moralitjr  of  the  Fanitp  of  Uumn 
has  often  extracted  tears  from  those  whoee  cree  wat 
over  the  pages  of  professed  sentimeutalit  j Waltu 
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Tbi?  Life  of  PoPB  '  wu  WTiti€n  hv  Td.TuKon 
y>n    timorr^    hotli    frntn     tlur    ciirlv 

*hu'h  ill  Lt  writer  liml  taken  of  bn-  i 

Von  ure  whirli  lie;  uiiwt  Ijtivo  J*«lt^  in 

r  inof  nil    attempts  to  lc?Fi^*n  his 

line,  by  duinoiwt rating  hi»  cxi'elbiTici.s 
;i»ujicing    tlio   followin;^   IriiuiqiUimt 


r^ 


the  .. 

tttifii^  li  i^ijfiu  (m;  tiu<  a  puc-l,  when*  i>  pi^ctry  to 
I  fbiiDil?  Tu  fireuniscribf  pnuetry  l>y  a  dcHnitton, 
ill  istUj  show  fhu  nttrrowiiewh  of  thu  ili-tuivr  i 
Ebdituh  a  dcftnitiun  which  thuil  cxeludt;  Popt  will 
'  -rt;iiJe.  Ltfl  us  UK>k  round  uj»on  thw 
>ll  bark  upon  the  past ;  let  us  m- 
I  'ir  voice  of  tnnttkuul  h*-w  clccri'tftl 
wrcntti  of  poetry  ;  let  their  prtwhictioiw  be 
ttaininod,  mad  that  ilaiiii«  btdtcd,  ond  the  pre- 
wum  of  I'opc  vill  l>v  no  more  disputed." 

I  rt^mcmWr  once  to   have  heard  Johnson 
ly,  **  Sir,  a  thousttnil  years  inQY  elfit>»L«  bfl'ort-' 

->.  ill      n.ii-    ir-    nriothtT    UIHII   *vitU    »  pOWLT 

!  tft  (h:iLnt'  I'ofK?;*     That 

:»lediy  bo  aJJowcil  its  ilue 

in  enhancing  the  vitlue  of  \xt$  CBptt%*tiling 

lition. 

Johns/in,  who  hntl  done   hberal  justice   to 

^firbtirtuu  in  hts  edition  of  Shakspeiire,  which 


was  puhlL^h*?*!  «lumig  lht»  lifts  of  that  pm»'fni\il 
writer,  with  still  ^-reator  HWndity  twk  an 
optMirtujiity,  in  thr  Yii'v  t>f  PiiyM\  of  iki  is  •  rKtj 
Iribiitf  due  to  him  when  h«^  wjn  In 

♦*  high  plncu,"  hut  niuahcrcd  with 

It  Peeuiu  t<trtmge,  that  two  §u%^  umu  hm 
Johnxon  and  Wurbiirioii,  who  livtHl  in  ihe 
Bunie  ttge  and  country*  sliould  not  only  nOt 
hrtvd'  Iwen  in  any  d«!Tree  uf  intimacy,  but  lioen 
aJmost    I  "  '        '■  nh 

tnstnnc'i  n, 

:iru  not  r^ii'.  ii  j  ,i.<i  i.-miv  jiumj  m.-.i,  .iiUTr 
n  careful  inquiry,  they  uiri'trr  nii*t  but  our.'i*. 
which  WU3  nt  lf»c  house  of  Aire.  French,  itt 
London^  well  known  for  her  elerunt  us»ciublic« 
and  bringing  eminent  character*  together. 
Tilt?  interview  proved  to  be  mutually  a|(7>«e- 
able. ' 

I  ftin  well  informed,  that  Wjvrburt*i«  wild  txf 
Johnson,  *'  I  udinire  him,  but  I  eannut  be»r 
his  »»tyle:"  and  thut  JohnMHi  being  told  of 
this,  SAJd,  "  Tlmt  is  exactly  n»y  raxe  m  Ui  him." 
The  manner  in  whit'h  he  exmi*a*cd  his  adinJr- 
atinu  oC  the  liTtility  nf  \V  nrburton's  gemuii 
and  of  the  variety  of  his  niatiriids,  was,  ^*  The 
tiible  h  alwftV!*  fnlK  Sir.  Ho  lirinj^*  thit>g» 
frmii  the  iiortii,  and  the  south,  and  from  every 
miaripr.  In  his  *  Dtviuc  Leg^alion/  you  are 
always  cntcrtainctl.  He  earrie«  you  round 
and  round,  without  carrying  yoti  furwanl  to 
thtf  iH>inf,  but  then  you  have*  uo  wbh  to  be 


Tnanj-TTOtri  »(ro,  and  hnr^tfnrr,  (!  U  talil, 


ttlffltlf  riTfn 


4*   u.4ru-       (,-ut  Ui 

1  4  gro«t  I 


u'  uUl|t.i(iuti. 


•  .^l*^*^— l^*VfcMk 
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cjuTie*l  finrrward.*'  He  ?ttid  to  the  Rpveroiid 
Mr.  Strtthiiu,  "  Warlmrfxjn  h  perhana  ihe  last 
mJATi  wlirt  has  written  with  a  nimd  full  of  read- 
111^:  and  roflot'tioti." 

It  is  remiirknbl**  that  m  the  Life  of  Bronrae, 
JcihnKOU  tjik»j*  notic^o  of  Dr.  Wnrburton's  usini; 
ft  luodfi  of  expression  which  hn  hiutself  use*!, 
uud  thjit  not  seUleJin,  to  the  great  oflTence  of 
ihoii.*  who  did  not  know  him.  Having  occasion 
to  moutirm  a  note^  stilting  the  difft.Tcitt  parts 
whiiih  were  executed  by  the  assoeialed  trans- 
hl*n^  of  "  The  Odyssey,"  he  says,  **  Dr.  War- 
burton  told  me,  in  his  warm  language,  that  he 
thtjuglit  ihe  relation  given  in  the  note  a  iieJ" 
1'he  hingii Ji'fe  is  u^itH  indeed ;  and,  I  must  own, 
crtnnot  be  justified  in  consbtency  with  a  decent 
reffurd  to  the  established  lV>riiis  of  speech. 
Johnson  bad  accustomed  hin^self  to  use  tic 
word  6>,  to  express  a  mii>take  or  an  eiTor  in 
relation ;  in  short,  when  the  fftiri^  wn*  not  so  tis 
told,  tht»u;;]i  the  relater  tinl  not  meaii  to  de- 
ceive, \Vi>en  he  thought  there  was  intentional 
ialsehood  in  the  relater,  his  expression  was, 
"  He  livs^  and  he  kitntm  he  Uesr 

Speaking  of  Pope's  not  having  been  known 
to  excel  m  conversation,  Johnson  observes, 
that  "  traditional  memory  retains  no  sallies  of 
raillcpy,  or  sentencea  of  observation ;  nothing 
either  pointed  or  solid,  wis^e  or  merry;  and 
that  one  apophthegui  only  is  recorded."  In 
ihia  respect»  Tofie  dtfi'ered  widely  from  John- 
eon,  whose  conversation  was,  perliaps,  more 
Uihnirablc  than  even  Ins  writing-i,  however 
excellent.  Mj%  Wilkea  has,  however,  favoured 
me  with  one  repartee  of  Pone,  of  which  John- 
son waa  not  inA>rmed>  JonuBon,  after  justly 
censuring  him  for  having  *'  nursed  in  his  mind 
a  foolish  disesteem  of  kings,"  tdb  iie^  "  yet  a 
little  regard  shown  him  by  the  Prince  of  Wales 
melted  his  obduracy :  and  he  hud  not  much  to 
fiay  when  he  was  asked  by  his  royal  highness, 
how  he  could  love  a  prince  while  he  aUlthed 
kinvg  f  "  The  answer  which  Pope  made  was, 
*'  'rhe  young  lion  is  harmless,  and  even  playful; 
but  when  his  elaws  are  full  grown,  he  becomes 
cruel,  dreadful,  and  mischievous." 

But  although  we  have  no  collection  of  Pope*s 
ftuyin<^s,  it  \%  not  therefore  to  be  concluded, 
that  he  was  not  agreenble  in  social  intercourse; 
for  Johnson  has  been  heard  to  s.iy,  that  the 
happiest  conversation  is  that  of  which  nothing 


is  distinctly  remembered,  bot  a  fgjenm 
of  plejisiiii^  iiupresslon."  The  \sA 
Sonu'rville  ,  who  saw  mur'  g 

brilliant  life,  told  me,  thu.  i   « 

company  with  Pope,  and  tliat  aJt4^  tfi 
little  mauy  a^  he  eailed  him,  ilratik  Uid  In 
IJurgundy,  and  was  cxceedio^ly  gpaj 
tertaining. 

I  cannot  withhold  f-^—    -  -  ^^rc^  fr 
censure  of  at  least  <  <  i4U«sit* 

nobleman,  who,  it  ha.^  L.  ,;  .  ...wji, 
him  with  uncommon  potiteacM. 
"  except  Lord  Bathurst,  none  uf 
friends  were  s^uch  as  that  a  good 
wish  to  have  his  intimacy  with  the 
nosterity,"  This  will  uot  applr  i» 
Manstield,  who  was  not  enrK>r>Ie<}  in 
lifetime;  but  Johnson  should  hare 
that  Lord  JMarchmout  waa  one  of  t 
friends.'  He  includes  bis  1  ' 
Lord  Bolin{fV>roke,  in  a  1 1 
the  papers  which  Pope  left  iy 
in  truth,  as  1  myself  pointed  out  to  him, 
he  wrote  that  poets  life,  the  t»ap<Ti 
'*  committed  to  the  mh  care  and  jttig% 
Lord  Bolintrbroke,  unless  he  (L#o 
broke)  shall  not  survive  me ; "  eo 

Marchmont  has   no    Cimceni    wh; 

them.     After   the  first  etiitioii   of  tlm 
Mr.  Malonei  whose  love  of  justire  ta 
his  acctiracy,  made,  in  my  I 
remark  to  Johnson  :  yet  h*'  \ 

the  erroneous  stat^^ment.*  in.  «.i 
I  mention,  in  the  belief  that  th» 
fortretfulness  in  my  friend ;  but  T 
much  to  the  Earl  of  Marubmont^s  rrpQ 
who,  were  there  no  other  meuiortmlt^  i 
immortalised  by  that  line  of  Pope,  in  die 
on  his  Grotto ; 

"  And  the  bright  fiame  was  diot  tli?oiUEh  ] 

mutit's  soul." 


VariQU*  Rradlmps  i «  the  JJJh  of  Pore. 

"  [Somewhat  free]  tn^cienti^  b^td  in  I 
ticism. 

'*  All  tlie  giy  [niceties]  ixiTMltc*  of  lUeiiM 

"  Strikes  the  imagination  with  Ikr  [^mof«] 
force. 

"  It  is  [prubably]  etrtainty  Xhe  noblest  v«i 
poetr J  which  the  world  has  «ver  lecfi. 


'   Itp  hnrnTTrr  nnpht  to  hrtrt?  hrrn  \  ftir  ff  It  to  1»r  fhtmrt  In      Hnlrrond  Hniiip,  rrnrt  nt  titt  traf  nirtr  TTfllnhutwJt    « 

Kiir'     .--  -  T"     ■  -    .  ■•     '  -       ,..■.-,>.,-■:.,.,,--._ 

41111 
lllni 

t>l« ,..-.>..,.,,. ,      -, 

s  [Jninr«.  tUh  I.ord  Sdnjcrvltle,  who  dltnl  In  ITGO.]     I.ct      ! 

viii,  ■■■■'.,■•,■  '     r    ,.      -■     '  ■-  ^ 

(Ir  J  '  ♦**« 
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"  Everj  Khec'^  fiittMeti  hita  lo  write  the  oext 
with  [lo«  tnmUle]  mor*  far.ilitji. 

**  So  inoii  tympstliLsea  with  [yvMly  (i«f{»re»Gd]  ih* 
iOtr\nc9  ofvinitV' 

•'  U  1«    '  '  nmmtl]  ttsi  «cuf/y  *,rcu«fd 

•♦  W!i  alcncd  lo  liy  down]  ialAed  0/ 

Ifunifi  f  -11. 

.  SO  iiAint'd  emulwliwilly  in  oppaiitioii 
t^t  I  rj/uhttfil,  tM  it  tttiie  contradx»tiH*jm»htd 

j'ruth,  .i  4t.i.U'  of  tiAturc. 

'*  A  fictJtioti«  life  of  an  [iibsUfd]  imjfatHuttd 
tchokr 

"  A  fooUih  [contempt,  disregard,]  dittenttem  of 

•»  Hi«  tiu|>c«  nnd  fcan,  hi»  joy*  Btid  iiorr<»w« 
[were  liku  Uiwu:  of  utlicr  inurtals]  acfe«f  ttr<mtfijf 
myira  Am  miml. 

-*  KacriT  tn  pursue  knowlcd^  and  atteniivc  to 
[pii '      '     '       "  rftaim  it. 

tcursivc]  dcti'pe,  ambitiouaf  and  ud- 

*>  tu  iu  i^Qoblett]  vidtst  scArchcs  «tiU  lotigtng  to 
|CD  iurwftfd. 

"  He  wroitf  ill  such  a  manner  as  might  cipos« 
httn  to  few  [nji^ltcivj  htinrth* 

•*  TJic  [ftutiMm!ibltin*&s]  Jtutice  of  my  detfruiixirt- 
tiotu 

•♦  A  [fAVOUTitc]  delicious  emptofment  of  tlic 
poeu 

"  1V[ot«  ifnrtfie  and  more  powerful  [bvijigii} 
phutntamm  ptrfurtii  on  the  stormy  oc^aa. 

**  The  uivenlnr   of    [Uj«j»«J  tki*   petty   [bvingk] 

*•  Th»  [mltid]  haoH  imturaJly  loTCi  truth." 

Tn  ill**  T/rf*?  (tf  Adpi«ok  wo  fin*3  an  uapleaa- 

in  '    nf  his  having  lent  Steele  u  huu- 

t|i  .  and  *' reclttiined  h'uJ  Jotin  ^Jyan 

wi        In  the  new  eflition  of  the  bio- 

Brttimmea^   the    autlientuity   of  this 

.iii  ic    i*   dcnitnl.      But    JVlr.  MaJotic   ha* 

ubiigti'd  me  with  the  fulluwin^'  note  concerning 
it.— 

*•  Marrh  t5th,  !7Rt. — Many  pmons  Imviug 
doubt*  • .  Ml,  t  Applied  to  Dr.  Julin- 

to  I  ;iurity  he  jtxvcrtcd  it.     He 

mi%  !ic  ii;iit  1 1  ifom  Savage,  wlio  livfd  tn 
hiuiey  with  Stevit*,  and  whi»  mentimii'd,  ihnr 
_  4e  tnhl  him  the  tiory  with  te;irH  in  hi*  cyi"». 
Btfii  Virtor,  Dr,  Jf»)mii«iii  Miid.  likewise  informed 
biin  pf  thif  remarkahic  tron&aetirin,  from  the  rvln* 
tion  of  Mr.  Wilkt  the  contediHn,  who  via»  aho  na 
iniimnic  ot  Mcctft.'  Somc^  in  dcfenee  of  Addi^im, 
have  aa«d«  that  *  the  act  was  done  with  the  gomi- 


I  thinl  In  ntA, 


DHturrd  view  of  ruu^inf;;  Steele,  mid  eonreeting  tliat 
pr(»fiiikion  which  alwayt  mnde  him  ri'^fp'^'itnni,'  *  If 
th.-n  were  the  t'a»o,*  ^\i\  Juhnson,  '  only 

wantc*!  to  alarm  Steclot  he  would  mii\l- 

r.  *  '     f  I    money    to   hi*    f  ' 

i  "  did.'     '  This  ' 

I'-      -  ^  by  rtii  ttdvociile  J  -       : *    _  . 

ai)i*^c,  ilvai  he  ditl  ru>t  repay  the  hitui  inttniiittntt/y, 
merely  lo  see  wlielhcr  Achiison  would  be  mt-au  suul 
ungenerous  enough  tn  miike  use  of  legal  ]}roce.xi<  tn> 
recover  it*  But  of  s*ich  H]H*vHil{ition4  there  m  no 
end;  we  cannot   !,  '     '      rri  of  men;  but 

their  action>  are  '  it/ 

"I   then  mciiii: —  LU.it  isome  people 

thou;^;ht  that  Mr.  Addlson'sj  thuMLctcr  won  h»  pure, 
that  the  6ict«  thouyh  true,  ought  tu  lutve  been  hup- 
presM^d.  Ht;  saw  no  resition  for  thi*,  *  If  tuithing 
hut  the  bright  xirle  of  chaniclers  %hnuld  bi<  ^howu, 
we  Klioiild  Mt  down  in  -'  '  '     '      k    it 

utterly    impassible   to  **»«/. 

The  sacred  writer*,'  1.^  u  .  .,  ,v.,..^  tiic 
vicious  oa  well  as  the  vutuou^  actions  of  men  ; 
whieh  Itad  ttiis  nu>ral  effect,  that  it  kept  luankiud 
from  fieMfMiir,  into  whieh  otlierwise  ihey  would 
tiaturitlly  fnll,  were  they  not  iitpp^^rted  by  tJie 
reo^Uection  thut  other*  hud  offended  hkc  thetu- 
sclves,  ond  by  penitence  ond  nmcndimnt  of  life 
hud  b.'i"  .-m,.r.>,i  to  yju  iJiTour  of  Hewveri.** 

"  E.  m: 

The  last  [K\racrra.nh  of  this  note  is  of  ^rcui 
iniportance ;    and    I   rtMpjest   tliat  my   readerj! 


injiy  I'onsider  it  with  parti*;ubir  ait**nlion. 
will  be  ikfterwardfl  referred  to  in  thia  work. 


It 


rarhut  Rtadingi  in  iht  U^  ef  Am>iBOt(« 

^  [  But  he  was  our  fir  ]     tU  mw,  ham*- 

errr,  owe  0/  our  earlUit  r  orrectiie»% 

♦•  Am!  [overlook]  f/t^.-.r  <,.v..    

••  HiH  in*Jtructi(ttvs  were  «uch  .*  ,Jnj. 

rnctirr  of  hi*  [own   time]  rtadtr*  1^  ^         - -ory] 

"  His  purpo^  woA  lo  [diifuMt]  iM/haf  literary 
curiobity  by  gentle  and  uu^ukpeeted  eonveyanec 
[among]  into  the  ^i\\^  the  ntle,  and  tlie  Wealthy. 

"  Frttinc*d  rather  for  those  tlial  [wt*bj  an  Icom- 
ing  to  writis 

•"  Domestic  [monner*]  »er»«/' 

In  hui  Life  uf  Pahicwx,  I  wondw  tbat  John- 
son omittefl  to  insert  an  I'pitnph  which  h*>  hiul 
long  before  comiiosed  for  ihut  iiiniable  man, 
witliout  ever  writing  It  down,  but  which  he 
wtt»  lo  grMxl  a*,  at  toy  request,  to  dictate  lo 
me,  by  which  means  it  has  bcnn  preserved. 


hr  fAiiIti  of  rirtiioiw  ami  ^min^nl 
I  the  tMt  p«nurr«pii  of  ihv  1G4tti 


urrtl  litjin  t|,«  0*- 
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"  Hie  requiescit  Thomas  Parnell,  S.  T.  P. 

**  Qui  sacerdos  pariter  et  poeta, 
Utrasque  partes  ita  implevit, 
Ut  neque  sacerdotL  suavitas  poeUe, 
Nee  poets  saccrdotis  sanctitas,  deessct.** 

Furious  Reading*  in  the  Life  o/'Parnkll. 

**  About  three  years  [after]  afterwards. 

*•  [Did  not  much  want]  wot  in  no  great  need  of 
improvement. 

*•  But  his  prosperity  did  not  last  long  [was 
clouded  with  that  which  took  away  all  his  powers 
of  enjoying  either  profit  or  pleasure,  the  death  of 
his  wife*  whom  he  is  said  to  have  lamented  with 
such  sorrow,  as  hastened  his  end.']  His  end,  what- 
ever was  the  cause,  was  now  approaching. 

"  In  the  Hermit,  the  [composition]  narrative,  as 
it  is  less  airy,  is  less  pleasing." 

In  the  Life  of  Blackmore,  wc  find  that 
writer's  reputation  generously  cleared  by 
Johnson  from  the  cloud  of  prejudice  which  the 
malignity  of  contemporary  wits  had  raised 
around  it  In  the  spirited  exertion  of  justice, 
he  has  been  imitated  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
in  his  praise  of  the  architecture  of  Vanbrugh. 

We  trace  Johnson's  own  character  in  his 
observations  on  Blackmore's  "  magnanimity  as 
an  author."  "The  incessant  attacks  of  his 
enemies,  whether  serious  or  merry,  are  never 
discovered  to  have  disturbed  his  quiet;,'  or  to 
have  lessened  his  confidence  in  himself." 
Johnson,  I  recollect,  once  told  me,  laughing 
heartily,  that  he  understood  it  has  been  said  of 
him,  "  He  appears  not  to  feel ;  but  when  he  is 
alone^  depend  upon  it,  he  suffers  sadly. ^'  I  am 
as  certain  as  I  can  be  of  any  man's  real  senti- 
ments, that  he  enjoyed  the  perpetual  shower  of 
little  hostile  arrows,  as  evidences  of  his  fame. 

Various  Readings  in  the  Life  of  Blackmore. 

"  To  [set]  engage  poetry  [on  the  side]  in  the  cause 
of  virtue. 

**  He  likewise  [established]  enforced  the  truth  of 
Revelation. 

*'  [Kindness]  benevolence  was  ashamed  to  favour. 

"  His  practice,  which  was  once  [very  extensive] 
invidiously  great. 

"  There  is  scarcely  any  distemper  of  dreadful 
name  [of]  which  he  has  not  [shown]  taught  his 
reader  how  [it  is  to  be  opposed]  to  oppose. 

'*  Of  this  [contemptuous;]  indecent  arrogance. 

*'  [He  wrote]  but  producrd  likewise  a  work  of  a 
different  kind. 

**  .\t  least  [written]  compiled  vr\th  integrity. 


>  I  fthould  have  thouRht  that  Johnson,  who  had  felt  the 
severe  affliction  from  which  PHrnell  never  recovered,  would 
have  preserved  this  pasRage.  He  omitted  it,  doublles*.  be- 
cause ho  afterwards  learned,  that  however  he  might  have 

lamented  his  wife,  his  end  was  hastened  by  other  means 

Malone.  Malone  had  not  turned  to  the  Life,  where  he  would 
have  found  the  substance  of  this  passage  transferred  to  another 
paragraph.  The  common  storr  combines  both  these  causes  ; 
frir  it  is  said  that  the  loss  of  nis  wife  led  poor  Parnell  into 
such  intemperance  as  shortened  his  life.  —  CsoKKa,  1836. 

-  Let  not  ray  readers  smile  to  think  of  Johnson's  tteing  a 
rindidate  for  remale  favour ;  Mr.  Peter  Garrick  assured  me 
that  he  was  told  hy  a  ladj,  that,  in  her  opinion,  Johnsoo  was 


**  Faults  which  many  tonj^es  [were  de 
would  have  made  haste  to  publish. 

'*  But  though  he  [had  not]  could  not  boast  oj 
critical  knowledge. 

"  He  [used]  waited  for  no  felicities  of  fane 

"  Or  had  ever  elated  his  [mind]  views  t 
ideal  perfection  which  every  [mind]  genius  t 
excel  is  condemned  always  to  pursue  and  ne 
overtake. 

*'  The  [first  gTcat]/umia»ii«ntoi  principle  of  « 
and  of  virtue." 

Various  Readings  in  the  Life  of  PHiLirs 
"  His  dreaded  [rival]  antagonist  Pope. 
"  They  [have  not  often  much]   are   mot 
with  thought. 

"  In  his  translation  from  Pindar,  he  [will  : 
denied  to  have  reached]  found  the  art  of  re 
all  the  obscurity  of  the  Theban  bard." 

Various  Readings  in  the  Life  of  CoKcaxvi 

"  Congreve's  conversation  must  surely  havt 
at  least  equally  pleasing  with  his  writini^ 

"It  apparently  [requires]  presuppoaes  a  s 
knowledge  of  many  characters. 

"  Reciprocation  of  [similes3  conceitt, 

*'  The  dialogue  is  [quick  and  various]  »pari 

"  Love  for  Love  ;  a  comedy  [more  drawn 
life]  of  nearer  alliance  to  life. 

*'  The  general  character  of  his  miscellani 
that  they  show  little  wit  and  [no]  little  virtue. 

"  [Perhaps]  certainly  he  had  not  the  fire  req 
for  the  higher  species  of  lyric  poetry.  * 

Various  Readings  in  the  Life  of  Tickku, 
"  [Longed]  long  wished  to  peruse  it. 
"  At  the  [accession]  arrival  of  King  Georgi 
"  Fiction  [unnaturally]  unskilfully  compou 
of  Grecian  deities  and  Gothic  fiiiries," 

Various  Readings  in  the  Life  of  Akcnsuu 

"  For  [another]  a  different  purpose. 

**  [A  furious]  an  unnecessary,  and  outr^ 
zeal. 

"  [Something  which]  what  he  called  and  tho 
liberty. 

"  [A  favourer  of  innovation]  lover  of  eontr 
tion. 

•♦  Warburton's  [censure]  objecthnM. 

"  His  rage  [for  liberty]  of  patriotism, 

•'  Mr.  Dyson  with  [a  zeal]  an  ardour  of  fri 
ship." 

In  the  Life  of  Ltttelton,  Johnson  « 
to  have  been  not  favourably  disposed  tow 
that  nobleman.  Mrs.  Thrale  suggests  thi 
was  ofiended  by  Molly  Aston  s  preferenc 
his  lordship  to  him.''     I  can  by  no  means 


"  a  very  seducing  man."  DisadvanUfces  of  person  and 
ner  may  be  forgotten,  where  intellectuM  pleasure  is 
niunicated  to  a  susceptible  mind;  and  that  JohnstM 
capable  of  fc^elin^  the  most  delicate  and  diaintervsted  al 
ment  appears  from  the  following  letter,  which  in  tmblkh 
Mrs.  Thrale,  with  some  or  hers  to  the  same  penuo.  of  i 
tho  excellence  is  not  so  apparent :  ^^ 

"  JOHNSON  TO  MISS  BOOTHBY. 

••Dearkt  Madam, -Thoufrh  I  am  a*friS*'5w " 
leaves  jou  llule  leisure  for  the  reception  of  airr  cifiUtia 
I  cannot  forbear  to  pay  you  my  congratulatioai  od  th« 


674 


BOSTVTELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


poetry  that  human  genius  has  ever  produced ; 
and  was  delighted  to  find  this  character  of  that 
work :  '*  In  nis  *  Night  Thoughts,'  he  has  ex- 
hibited a  yerj  wide  display  of  original  poetry, 
variegated  with  deep  reflection  and  strikii^ 
allusions:  a  wilderness  of  thought,  in  which 
the  fertility  of  fancy  scatters  flowers  of  every 
hue  and  of  every  odour.  This  is  one  of  the 
few  poems  in  which  blank  verse  could  not  be 
changed  for  rhyme,  but  with  disadvantage.'* 
And  afterwards,  ^^  Particular  lines  are  not  to 
be  regarded ;  the  power  is  in  the  whole ;  and 
in  the  whole  there  is  a  magnificence  like  that 
ascribed  to  Chinese  plantation,  the  magnifi- 
cence of  vast  extent  and  endless  diversity." 

But  there  is  in  this  poem  not  only  all  that 
Johnson  bo  well  brings  in  view,  but  a  power 
of  the  pathetic  beyond  almost  any  example  that 
I  have  seen.  He  who  does  not  feel  his  nerves 
shaken  and  his  heart  pierced  by  many  passages 
in  this  extraordinary  work,  particularly  by 
that  most  affecting  one,  which  describes  the 
gradual  torment  suffered  by  the  contemplation 
of  an  object  of  affectionate  attachment  visibly 
and  certainly  decaying  into  dissolution,  must 
be  of  a  hard  and  obstinate  frame. 

To  all  the  other  excellencies  of  "Ni^ht 
Thoughts  "  let  me  add  the  great  and  peculiar 
one,  —  that  they  contain  not  only  the  noblest 
sentunents  of  virtue  and  contemplations  on 
immortality,  but  the  Christian  sacrifice^  the 
divirw  propitiation^  with  all  its  interesting  cir- 
cumstances, and  consolations  to  a  ^^  wounded 
spirit,"  solemnly  and  poetically  displayed  in 
such  imagery  and  language,  as  cannot  fail  to 
exalt,  animate,  and  soothe  the  truly  pious.  No 
book  whatever  can  be  recommended  to  young 
persons,  with  better  hopes  of  seasoning  their 
minds  with  vital  religion,  than  "  Young's  Night 
Thoughts.' 

In  the  Life  of  Swift,  it  appears  to  me  that 
Johnson  had  a  certain  degree  of  prejudice 
against  that  extraordinary  man,  of  which  I 
have  elsewhere  had  occasion  to  speak.  Mr. 
Thomas  Sheridan  imputed  it  to  a  supposed 
apprehension  in  Johnson,  that  Swift  had  not 
been  sufficiently  active  in  obtaining  for  him  an 
Irish  degree  when  it  was  solicited  ^ ;  but  of 
this  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence ;  and  let 
me  not  presume  to  charge  Johnson  with  in- 
justice, because  he  did  not  think  so  highly  of 
the  writings  of  this  author,  as  I  have  done 
from  my  youth  upwanls.  Yet  that  he  had  an 
unfavourable  bias  is  evident,  were  it  only  from 
that  passage  in  which  he  speaks  of  Swift's 

firactice  of  saving,  as  *'  first  ridiculous,  and  at 
ast  detestable ; "  and  yet,  after  some  examina- 
tion of  circumstances,  finds  himself  obliged  to 
own,  that  "  it  will  perhaps  appear  that  he  only 
liked  one  mode  of  expense  better  than  another. 


>  See  ant^,  p.  37.  n.  3.  and  p.  277.  —  C- 

>  Mr.  Chalmera  here  recorat  a  curious  literary  anecdote  — 
that  when  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  of  the  "  Livei  of  the 
Pacts  "  wnt  puhHshcd  in  17K3,  Mr.  Nicholi,  in  Justice  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  preceding  editions,  printed  the  additions  in 


and  saved  merely  that  he  miglit  have  f 
thing  to  give." 

One  observation  which  Johnson  mak 
Swift's  life  should  be  often  inculcated: 
may  be  justly  supposed,  that  there  was  i 
conversation  what  appears  so  irequentlj  J 
letters,  an  affectation  of  familiarity  witl 
great,  an  ambition  of  momentary  eqa 
sought  and  enjoyed  by  the  neglect  of 
ceremonies  which  custom  has  establishc 
the  barriers  between  one  order  of  societ] 
another.  This  transgression  of  regularit} 
by  himself  and  his  admirers  termed  gret 
of  soul ;  but  a  great  mind  disdains  to  noh 
thing  by  courtesy,  and  therefore  nevor  m 
what  a  lawful  claimant  may  take  away. 
that  encroaches  on  another's  dignity,  puts 
self  in  his  power ;  he  is  either  rep&ed 
helpless  indignity,  or  endured  by  demenc] 
condescension." 


Various  Readings  in  the  LAft  ofS^ 

«  Charity  may  be  persuaded  to  think  di 
might  be  written  by  a  man  of  a  peculiar  [opa 
character^  without  ill  intention. 

**  He  did  not  [disown]  deny  it. 

"  [To]  hy  whose  kindness  it  is  not  unhkel) 
he  was  [Indebted  for]  advanced  to  his  benefices 

"  [With]  for  this  purpose  he  bad  recourse  ti 

**  Sharpe,  whom  he  [represents]  descnhet  as 
harmless  tool  of  others'  hate.* 

**  Harley  was  slow  because  be  was  firreso 
doubtful 

^  When  [readers  were  not  many]  are  were  m 
a  nation  of  readers, 

**  [Every  man  who]  he  that  could  gay  he  1 
him. 

*'  Every  man  of  known  influence  has  so  t 
[more]  petitions  [than]  which  [he  can]  ccmnot  g 
that  he  must  necessarily  offend  more  than  he 
gratify]  gratifies. 

**  Ecclesiastical  [preferments]  benefices. 

**  Swift  [procured]  contrived  an  interview. 

*'  [As  a  writer]  In  his  works  he  has  given 
difi*erent  specimens. 

"  On  all  common  occasions  be  babiti 
[assumes]  affects  a  style  of  [superiority] 

"  By  the  [omission]  neglect  of  those 

«  lliat  their  merits  filled  the  world  [and]  or 
there  was  no  [room  for]  hope  o/*more." 

I  have  not  confined  myself  to  the  orde 
the  •'  Lives,"  in  making  my  few  remi 
Indeed  a  different  order  is  observed  in 
original  publication,  and  in  the  collectioi 
Johnson's  works.  And  should  it  be  objec 
that  many  of  my  various  readings  are  iD( 
siderable,  those  who  make  an  objection  wil 
pleased  to  consider,  that  such  small  particu 
are  intended  for  those  who  are  nicely  cril 
in  comnosition,  to  whom  they  will  be  an  aco 
able  selection.* 


a  separate  pamphlet,  and  advertised  that  It  inl|^  \m 
gratis.    Not  ten  copies  were  cailed  for.^  It  may  be  ftm 


that  the  owners  of  the  former  editions  had 

but  it  must  also  t>c  observed,  that  the  alteratfcMM 

considerable.  —  CaoKKa 


but 

8UJS 


*8  Anecilntes,'*  vinch  are  freqtiently 
ri  refurrwl  to  in  .T«ilin sun's  *'  Liven  i»i' 
are  in  u  mttiiui»icript  coUciition,  nxfulc 
'veronil  Mr.  iloseph  Spcticc*,  c»m- 
iiuraher   of  mrtirulars    coticcrnirt^ 
icn.     To  vach   itncedotn  ia  innrketi 
of  the  p€r»im  on  whose  authority  it 
Kfcl.     This  vjUujihIc  oolKvtion  is  the 
f  the  Dukt*  of  >fL'wcncitlt%  ^vho,  up4in 
ition  of  Sir  Lucas  i'l-pys,  wii8  plfjised 
it  to  \)e  put  into  the  hands  of  Dr. 
who  I  flui  siorry  to  '"      " 
rd  return.     '^  Great 
k'cn  given  uxi*  liy  AL.  .  i 
which  1  consider  the  coni 

orthy  of  public   iieL.,  ... 

It  he  has  not  owned  to  whom  he 
i ;  to  that  the  acknowledgement  is 
iaied  to  his  grace." 

Ihe  worUl  in  gcnersd  was  filled  willi 
of  Johnson's  **  Lives  of  the  Poeta," 
f  narrow  circles  in  which  prejudice 
nicnt  were  fostered,  and  from  which 
diffen-nt  both  issut^d  o^Ainst  him.  ^ 
t  Whig^  he  ^v  jklhI  of 

ton  ;  by  Home  '  men, 

[Jray;  and  hi:-  .  .^,-.,     .i.^;  with 
lorn  what  he  reuily  thought  of 
Lyttrliiin.  'Tiv*'  otVcnce  to  B«ine 
)i  of  l!>  m,  and  piu-Ucii- 

iTJced  a  'i  of  war   against 

MfHilagTi,  the  ingenious  essayist 
,  Inftween  whum  uud  hi;*  lonlnhip 
of  reciprocal  comjjliments  had  long 
on.     In  this  war  the  smaller  fww- 
ice  with  liim  wen?  of  course  led  to 
on   the  defenaive,  ftiiil  thus  I 
led*  from  rl         '  '    .f 

lUt"  such  UP  '  I 

it-h  n  keen  vet  (...-.  .....  ...i..  i,«. 

server."     I'hc^c  minute  ineon- 

jnive   not    the  least  diaturbimco    to 

He  nobly  said^   when   I  tidked  to 

foehle  thtm^h  nhrill  outcry  which 

raised,  "  Sir,  t  cou»idered  my&elf  jls 

ith  »  cciiuin  jwrtion  of  truth,     I 

my  oninion  sincerely ;    let  them 

they  ttitik  me  wrong  *' 


ran', 


leAst 


*  Obs 


)n>.  A.  M  ,  tlertor  nf  CwNit  Hiir. 
'  (tor  of 


C1L\PTF.H  LXXIL 

ITsl. 

W'  "      ■  ■-,'.,  _  i.^^w^/  .,■■  '  •'■  —  i^ie^ 

A    ,      .     _      _     ~'/  Ih,,i,      -  />:u^.    ._,     __      I  tniifr  of 

i\sri„.in,r„{.     Ifrf.trtmrnt      of      tt       tuknp,     

'^^hrrmunl      i/j       J'ltr 'tin^.   '  ^^  ZtlchnHith     Mndfftt 

—  Dr.    H'aitrr    J f arte,  —  ScaU    of    Liqmtr*,  — 

—  Dancing.  —  Sir  Philip  Jfnntwft  Ckrk,  -™ 
/Imrrifffin  H'ar.  —  Dtuilr^  Lonff,  —  Ej^ifij/emltd 
PraiM.  '-  ••  Lmrnin^  to  Talk.** —  yrraciiy.  — 
//.,.//*  of  Mr.  Thrali  —  QMrnV  Arm*  fJtmh. — 

activf      'r*tuMm.  —  Quita     of     Aim.  -^ 
■-'H      fVtrk.    ^   Addiamu  «>   Btuekxtfrn*,   -« 
^^UJc  —  Eiiucatiny  hjf  L»cht,r*9^  —  TA«  Awvrni^ 
litmu  •^—  Apparition*'. 

Wrii^  my  friend  ia  tbu>4  contomplated  ta  tiie 
splendour  derived  from  his  hist  '  *  Tp« 
raoftt  admirable  work,   I  intnid-i  ib 

peculiar  propriety  as  the  corn  [-  .,  .  .,,  of 
Warren  Hastings  I  a  man  whoi^c  rcgaitl  rH' 
fleets  dignity  even  upon  dohnson;  a  mmi,  tbe 
e]LteDt  of  whose  ahUities  wu^t  etpiu.1  U>  that  of 
his  power;  and  who,  by  those  who  are  for- 
tunate enough  to  know  hira  in  private  Ufi%  b 
adiuired  for  his  litcruture  and  t^juiite,  and 
beloved  for  the  candour,  raoilcralion,  aiul 
mildnc&s  of  bits  eharucter.     VVcr**  I  capable  of 


iu  him, 
tx  mu- 
»uld  Vkj 
r.  Hut 

..i  of  the 

II ii  condL*iic<^nd- 
c  witb  my  solicita- 
ide   acknowledgt? ; 


i»a)'in'»  :i  <»ui table  tribute  of  : 
I  should  certainly  not  wit! 

Si  I 

h ...    ..,,    ,.,.. 

millions  whom  he  governed! 
ing  and  obliginj^  rurmtlunr 
tion,  I  with  huti  : 

and    while    by    pn  liis   Iclter   to   mcs, 

accompanying  the  valuable  communicatJOQ«  I 
do  (.'Hitncnt  honour  to  my  i^nvif  fri«'T»l,  I  Nhidl 
entirely  dU regard  any  mvi  I'^tionA, 

th:it,  ills  I  it!  »omc  degrxje   ,  in  the 

bouuur,  I  have,  at  the  namr  dai.j  me  frr&ti- 
fieation  of  luy  own  vanity  in  vk'w. 

WAKREN  HASTINGS  TO  BOSWELL. 

"pMlll-|iir.D.-i.l   I'm, 

"  Sia,  —  I    have   been    fi>rtunatt4y    <*]fttH\    tliti 

titiubl«*omc  ti >-"'••-     ■•  -!    '"  ■ '   ' >■     •■■■'•n*h, 

ill  polornuit)'  i^w 

taomlA^,  by  1 1  ig 

the  first  pa{icr«  thui  I  Ut>.  tt. 

ration  for  your  jrreat  ftnd  i  *% 

■0(1  thfl  pride,  or  I  hope  ■.•JincOiui;^  l>(  a  liiMtcr 
•cntiment,  whlcb    1    iodulgv    in    pi)).«eMiu]^   Auch 


M*tni,  (tie  h^rpr«ul  M  \M 

n*tu>       l<  I*  ..  ii»«»«iU>    I  if4i4 

■  itM  '.rhiuliiini  III  M  iiUiiti'i.t,  lijUil  Ml  «'Uri  ^  U^ 

opi  .  Aud    grvmt    tm^»ci   tar    Dr.  JoJniuoi.^ 


tHrmXT  tit  »i 
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memorials  of  his  good  will  towards  me,  having 
induced  me  to  bind  them  in  a  parcel  containing 
other  select  papers,  and  labelled  with  the  titles  ap- 
pertaining to  them.  They  consist  but  of  three 
letters,  which  I  believe  were  all  that  I  ever  received 
from  Dr.  Johnson.  Of  these,  one,  which  was 
written  in  quadruplicate,  under  the  different  dates 
of  its  respective  despatches,  has  already  been  made 
public,  but  not  from  any  communication  of  mine. 
This,  however,  I  have  joined  to  the  rest ;  and  have 
now  the  pleasure  of  sending  them  to  you,  for  the 
use  to  which  you  informed  me  it  was  your  desire 
to  destine  them. 

'*  My  promise  was  pledged  with  the  condition, 
that  if  the  letters  were  found  to  contain  any  thing 
which  should  render  them  improper  for  the  public 
eye,  you  would  dispense  with  the  performance  of 
it  You  will  have  the  goodness,  I  am  sure,  to 
pardon  my  recalling  this  stipulation  to  your  recol- 
lection, as  I  shall  be  loth  to  appear  negligent  of 
that  obligation  which  is  always  implied  in  an  epis- 
tolary confidence.  In  the  reservation  of  that  right 
I  have  read  them  over  with  the  most  scrupulous 
attention,  but  have  not  seen  in  them  the  slightest 
cause  on  that  ground  to  withhold  them  from  you. 
But,  though  not  on  that,  yet  on  another  ground,  I 
own  I  feel  a  little,  yet  but  a  little,  reluctance  to  part 
with  them :  I  mean  on  that  of  my  own  credit, 
which  I  fear  will  suffer  by  the  information  con- 
veyed by  them,  that  I  was  early  in  the  possession 
of  such  valuable  instructions  for  the  beneficial  em- 
ployment of  the  influence  of  my  late  station,  and 
(as  it  may  seem)  have  so  little  availed  myself  of 
them.  Whether  I  could,  if  it  were  necessary, 
defend  myself  against  such  an  imputation,  it  little 
concerns  the  world  to  know.  I  look  only  to  the 
effect  which  these  relics  may  produce,  considered  as 
evidences  of  the  virtues  of  their  author ;  and  be- 
lieving that  they  will  be  found  to  display  an  un- 
common warmth  of  private  friendship,  and  a  mind 
ever  attentive  to  the  improvement  and  extension  of 
useful  knowledge,  and  solicitous  for  the  interests  of 
mankind,  I  can  cheerfully  submit  to  the  little 
sacrifice  of  my  own  fame,  to  contribute  to  the  illus- 
tration of  so  great  and  venerable  a  character.  They 
cannot  be  better  applied,  for  that  end,  than  by 
being  intrusted  to  your  hands.  Allow  me,  with 
this  offering,  to  infer  from  it  a  proof  of  the  very 
great  esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  pro- 
Kss  myself  Sir,  your,  &c.,        Warren  Hastimos. 

**  P.  S.  At  some  future  time,  and  when  you  have 
no  further  occasion  for  these  papers,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  if  you  will  return  them." 

The  last  of  the  three  letters  thus  graciously 
put  into  my  hands,  and  which  has  already 
appeared  in  public,  belongs  to  this  jrear ;  but  I 
shall  previously  insert  the  first  two  m  the  order 
of  their  dates.  They  altogether  form  a  grand 
group  in  my  biographical  picture. 

JOHNSON  TO  WARREN  HASTINGS. 

"  March  30.  in4. 
"  Sir,  —  Though  I  have  had  but  little  personal 
knowledge  of  you,  I  have  had  enough  to  make  me 
wish  for  more ;  and  though  it  be  now  a  long  time 


>  Afterwards  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  onn  of  hU  majesty's 
Judges  Id  India  —  Boswbll.    Anti^  p.  90.  n.  3.  _  C. 


since  I  was  honoured  by  your  Tisit^  I  had  \ 
pleasure  from  it  to  forget  it.  By  those  i 
delight  to  remember,  we  are  unvriUing  1 
gotten ;  and  therefore  I  cannot  omit  the 
tunity  of  reviving  myself  in  your  memc 
letter  which  you  will  receive  from  the  ban 
friend  Mr.  Chambers ' ;  a  man  whose  | 
manners  and  vigour  of  mind  are  sufficient 
every  thing  welcome  that  he  brings. 

'•  That  this  is  my  only  reason  for  wri 
be  too  apparent  by  the  uselessness  of  ray 
any  other  purpose.  I  have  no  questicKu 
not  that  I  want  curiosity  after  either  the  a 
present  state  of  regions  in  which  have  1 
all  the  power  and  splendour  of  wide- 
empire  ;  and  which,  as  by  some  grant  o 
superiority,  supply  the  rest  of  the  wo 
almost  all  that  pride  desires  and  luxur 
But  my  knowledge  of  them  is  too  scanty  t 
me  with  proper  topics  of  inquiry  :  I  can  c 
for  information ;  and  hope  that  a  mind 
hensive  like  yours  will  find  leisure,  an 
cares  of  your  important  station,  to  inqi 
many  subjects  of  which  the  European  woi 
thinks  not  at  all,  or  thinks  with  deficiei 
ligence  and  uncertain  conjecture.  I  sb 
that  he  who  once  intended  to  increase  tl 
ing  of  his  country  by  the  introduction 
Persian  language  will  examine  nicely  tl 
tions  and  histories  of  the  East;  that 
survey  the  wonders  of  its  ancient  edifices  i 
the  vestiges  of  its  ruined  cities  ;  and  thi 
return,  we  shall  know  the  arts  and  opini 
race  of  men  from  whom  very  little  I 
hitherto  derived. 

**  You,  Sir,  have  no  need  of  being  tol 
how  much  may  be  added  by  your  atten 
patronage  to  experimental  knowledge  am 
history.  There  are  arts  of  manufacture  ] 
in  the  countries  in  which  you  preside,  w 
yet  very  imperfectly  known  here,  either  to 
or  philosophers.  Of  the  natural  pro< 
animate  and  inanimate,  we  yet  have 
intelligence,  that  our  books  are  filled,  I  f^ 
conjectures  about  things  which  an  Indian 
knows  by  his  senses. 

"  Many  of  those  things  my  first  wish  ii 
my  second,  to  know,  by  such  accounts  i 
like  you  will  be  able  to  give. 

**  As  I  have  not  skill  to  ask  proper  q 
I  have  likewise  no  such  access  to  great 
can  enable  me  to  send  you  any  political  i 
tion.  Of  the  agitations  of  an  unsettled 
ment,  and  the  struggles  of  a  feeble  minis 
is  doubtless  taken  to  give  you  more  exact  i 
than  I  can  obtain.  If  you  are  inclined  to 
yourself  much  in  public  transactions,  it  is 
fortune  to  you  <to  be  distant  from  them. 

"  That  literature  is  not  totally  forsaking 
that  your  favourite  language  is  not  neglect 
appear  from  the  book',  which  I  stioul 
pleased  myself  more  with  sending,  if  I  coi 
presented  it  bound  :  but  time  was  want 
beg,  however,  Sir,  that  you  will  accept  it 
man  very  desirous  of  your  regard  ;  and  thi 
think  me  able  to  gratify  you  by  any  thin 
important,  you  will  employ  me. 

*  Jones's  "  Persian  Grammar." 
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J  urn  now  going  to  Uke  Imve,  p«rliapii  a  veiy 

gtiing  to  lite  v.  ^  <•■ 

the  regret  of  f'.i  Oi 

bim  and  you  ttgdiit.  wluch  1  &ku  uuC  w tiling  to 
mingte  wiUi  doubi,  mu!>t  at  prc»ent  comfort  tt»  it 
ema,  STtft  your,  ic,  Sam,  Joiixaom/* 

JOHNSON  TO  HASTINGS. 

♦•  London.  Dw.  ao.  1774 

*•  Slit,  —  Being  infomiffd  that  hy  tha  departure 
of  •  tlitp  tlifiTe  h  now  an  opportunity  of  writing 
to  Bengal,  I  ant  unwilJing  to  utip  out  of  your 
tticoiorj  by  my  own  negligence,  and  iheri-fore  take 
Ibe  liberty  of  reminding  you  of  my  existence  liy 
tending  you  a  book  which  U  not  yH  made  public. 

**  I  have  lately  viiiited  a  region  \c\s  roiuute  and 
leva  IMustrruu^  thnn  India,  wbich  iifrorded  soinu 
iXiCaaiolM  fur  !S|H»cu1alion.  WJmt  hivs>  occurred  to 
me,  I  have  put  into  tht!  volumtiV  of  which  1  beg 
jour  acccplancif* 

"  M'^n  in  your  «t8liofi  ««ldoin  Have  prts%entt 
lot.i  my  book  is  rcvcivvd,  let   mo 

nu^  I.     There  is  Sir,  %omewhrre 

wuiiin  >  -iir  i;>ii  1  uiiient,  ft  young  adventurer,  one 
('liauiievy  Lnwrciice.  Mhusc  father  \»  one  of  my 
oldi'di  friends.  Uc  ij'Icjlm.hI  to  xhow  thu  young  man 
wh.1t  cuuntonance  tx  fit :  whtHhcr  he  want*  to  be 
rr4itrainvd  by  your  authority,  or  encouraged  by 
your  £ivour.  Vh%  fithcr  is  now  president  of  the 
collfgp  of  physician*;  a  man  venerable  for  his 
knowjedjje,  and  rnure  vencrnhlo  for  hi*,  yirtue. 

•♦  I  wtsh  yuii  A  jiro^pefou*  government,  a  safe 
t«t«m.  and  a  long  enjoyment  of  plenty  and  ttai*. 
|i|ttUlaly.     I  mxa,  Sir,  jour,  &c., 

*'  SaM,  JoHMtOlf.'* 

JOHNSON  TO  HASTING& 

"Jan.  9.  I7BI. 
"Stft^^^Amtdat  tlie  importatftce  and  tnuUipHelty 
ui    iT'*  liieh  your  great  office   engager  you, 

I  Li  ly  nf  recjiUing  your  attention   for  a 

moiii vxalure,  atid  will  not  prolong  the  in- 

trrruplmn  by  «n  apology  which  your  ckiracter 
niairv  neeclh'ia. 

Mr.  Hoolc,  A  gentlcRian  loug  kunwn  and  hiujif 

I  Wtecmed  in  th«  India  Hotiats  after  having  tran^laied 

iTuM>,  lui  '  How  well   he   is 

liOfd  I  .is  ulreaily  sbowo. 

•  *•-  ►•  'I'  ..i.our  in  piumoting 

le  by  kuppoaijtg  th«t  my 

tulere*l. 

**  U    i«   .*  {ifcw   iluug  for  a  clerk  of  the  India 

TIauw  to  tra.n«ljite  po«l»  ;  —  It  is  new  for  a  jj^ovcrnor 


Slam.  JoiiKftoy." 


1  bo|>ed  soon  to  meet  Liiu 


TSf  •  ioumcy  to  «!»•  Weitern  Ulaiuk  of  8i»Hl«i4.**->' 
*A  tfj  lUiartlcy,  with  UUii  vrlUchoioi  motto :  — 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"March  H.  I7««t. 

"  DxAK  Sia* —  I  hupedyou  had  gut  rid  ttf  nil 
thVa  hypoeriijr  of  miH'ry,  What  have  you  to  do 
with  I^tberiy  and  Nvceviity  ?  Or  what  more  Ihan 
to  hold  your  tonguv  afiout  it  ?  Do  not  doubt  but 
I  tiiiall  )ie  nvoHt  itvartily  glad  to  sec  you  here  ngain, 
for  I  love  every  part  about  you  but  your  atrectilion 
of  diAiresa. 

"  I  have  at  IaM  ^ni^ihed  my  Livei,  and  have  laid 
up  for  you  a  load  of  copy,  all  out  of  order,  auUiHt 
it  will  amu9C  you  a  long  time  to  »et  it  right. 
Come  to  me,  my  deor  Hocjty.  and  let  us  \ni  «« 
happy  as  Wf  can.  We  wdl  go  again  to  the  ftritre, 
and  talk  old  titne«  over.  I  atn.  dear  Sir,  yours 
a^eeUonately,  Sam.  Jom  H*oit, " 

On  Montlny,  March  19.,  I  arrive*!  iii  London, 
attd  ofi  Tuesday ,  the  20ih,  mt*L  him  in  Fleet 
Street,  w,'iUdnv,%  or  rftthtr  iiidceil  moving  along ; 
for  ht5  peeuliur  moroh  is  thus  describes]  in  a 
very  jun!  and  piclurcsque  manner,  In  a  *ljort 
I.ik  *  of  him  published  Vfiy  mnm  sifter  liii 
death: — "When  be  walked  the  strecl.*,  wlmt 
with  lht>  cnn»fat»t  roll  of  big  bejul,  titid  the  eon- 
coinitont  motion  of  hi*  Ixxiy,  ho.  »p|H*;i,red  lo 
tniLkc  hia  way  by  tbnt  motion,  iiide[)«:rident  of 
his  feot."  l*bjtt  be  nn6  ofUiU  tnitcb  stared  ut 
while  he  arlvanced  in  ibis  manner  nuiy  easily 
be  believed ;  but  it  was  not  safe  to  maicc  .^jiort 
of  unv  BO  rubuMt  as  he  waa.  Mr,  Lungton  buw 
hiin  one  day,  in  a  fit  of  absence,  by  h  «udden 
start,  drive  the  loud  ofl'  u  porter^g  baek,  ond 
walk  forward  briskly,  wilbout  btn  -  ■  -us 

of  whut  he  had  done.    The  i>i*ri  y 

angry* hut  ftt""d  *'i"  'i"'i  .v  mI  t'r.  ,Q 

with  mueb  f',<  .kt 

bis  wiiw?!*t  cn  ,  I  up 

his  burtiicn  again. 

Our  accidentttl  meeting  in  the  5trt»et  idUr  « 
loftg  wnaration  veaa  a  nlea^hig  Murpriw  to  us 
both,  lie  sle[ij>ed  ajiide  with  me  into  Falcon 
CWrt,  and  mode  kind  inquiries  about  tuy 
family :  atid  ns  we  were  In  a  hurry,  going 
d\*T  T  i  v^d  to  rail  on  him  next 

di  '^r«g«-*'l  b>  ifo  out  tn  ih© 

ni(»in...4  i..^,i^,  .,n  ?"  Haid  f.  Jonsson, 
**Wby,  Sir,  a  Londoti  moniitig  does  not  go 
witb  tiie  sun,** 

L  Waited  on  him  next  evening,  and  he  gavB 
mo  a  great  portion  of  hid  original  timnu9cri|}t 
of  liin  **  Livv>  of  tlio  Po^U,**  which  he  had  jire- 
servcil  for  inc. 

I  found  on  visiting  his  friend,  Mr.  Thrmle, 
that  he  waj  now  ver-v  ill,  ami  biwl  rKtnrrx'eil,  I 
iiupp<Jw^e  by  il  ""  lie,  to » 

house   in   G  rry  to 

*ee  him       *  •■. 

lie  '  leasure 

to  »ee    )  ^''**   h*f 

bad  1r1'  d 

Ihistu  .1  /-'-".  ^"> 


-  ♦*  Frow  hit  eradi- 
*nd  mad  ain» : 

.^dladf 
XX  3 


>I«B*«B. 
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times,  but  not  socially."  The  first  evening 
that  I  was  with  him  at  Thrale's,  I  observed  he 
poured  a  large  quantity  of  it  into  a  glass,  and 
swallowed  it  greedily.  Every  thine  about  his 
character  and  manners  was  forcible  and  vio- 
lent ;  there  never  was  any  moderation.  Many 
a  day  did  he  fast,  many  a  year  did  he  refirain 
from  wine :  but  when  he  did  cat,  it  was  vo- 
raciously; when  he  did  drink  wine,  it  was 
copiously.  He  could  practise  abstinence,  but 
not  temperance. 

Mrs.  Thrale  and  I  had  a  dispute  whether 
Shakspeare  or  Milton  had  drawn  the  most 
admirable  picture  of  a  man.^  I  was  for  Shak- 
sjxiare,  Mrs.  Thrale  for  Milton ;  and,  after  a 
fair  hearing,  Johnson  decided  for  my  opinion. 

I  told  him  of  one  of  Mr.  Burke's  playful 
sallies  upon  Dean  Marlay  * :  "I  don't  like  the 
Deanery  of  Ferns ;  it  sounds  so  like  a  barren 
title."  "Dr.  Heath^  should  hav6  it," said  I. 
Johnson  laughed,  and,  condescending  to  trifle 
in  the  same  mode  of  conceit,  suggested  Dr. 
Mass.* 

He  said,  "  Mrs.  Montagu  has  dropt  me.* 
Now,  Sir,  there  are  people  whom  one  should 
like  very  well  to  drop,  but  would  not  wish  to 
be  dropt  by."  He  certainly  was  vain  of  the 
society  of  ladies,  and  could  make  himself  very 
agreeable  to  them  when  he  chose  it :  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  agreed  with  me  that  he  could.  Mr. 
Gibbon,  wim  his  usual  sneer,  controverted^  it, 
perhaps  in  resentment  of  Johnson's  having 
talked  with  some  disgust  of  his  ugliness,  which 
one  would  think  a  philosopher  would  not  mind. 
Dean  Marlay  wittily  observed,  "  A  lady  may 
be  vain  when  she  can  turn  a  wolf-dog  mto  a 
lap-dog." 

The  election  for  Ayrshire,  mj  own  county, 
was  this  spring  tried  upon  a  petition  before  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  was 
one  of  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  member*', 
and  took  the  liberty  of  previously  stating 
different  points  to  Johnson,  who  never  failed 
to  see  them  clearly,  and  to  supply  me  with 
some  good  hints  He  dictated  to  nic  the  fol- 
lowing note  upon  the  registration  of  deeds : — 

>  Sbakspeare  miket  Hamlet  thus  describe  h\%  father : 

"  See  what  a  grace  was  seated  on  his  brow  ; 
Hyperion's  curls,  the  front  of  Jo»e  himself. 
An  eye  like  Mars,  to  threaten  and  command  ^ 
A  station  like  the  herald.  Mercurr, 
Ncw<lighted  on  a  heaven-kissing  hill ; 
A  combination  and  a  form,  indeed, 
Where  ercry  god  did  seem  to  set  his  seal, 
To  give  the  world  assurance  of  a  man." 

Milton  thus  portrays  our  first  parent,  Adam : 

"  His  fair  large  flront  and  ere  sublime  declared 
Absolute  rule :  and  hyacinthin  locks 
Round  from  his  parted  forelock  manir  hung 
ClustVing,  but  not  beneath  his  shoulaers  broad."  — 

BOSWILL. 

The  latter  part  of  this  description,  "but  not  beneath,''  ftc, 
may  rcry  probably  be  ascribed  to  Milton's  prejudices  in 
favour  or  the  puritans,  who  had  a  great  aversion  to  loiu  hair. 
—  Malonb.  It  is  strange  that  the  picture  drawn  by  the 
unlearned  Shakspeare  should  be  full  of  clansical  images,  and 
that  by  the  learned  Milton  void  of  them.  Milton's  descrip- 
tion appears  to  be  more  picturesque.  _  Kiarmey.  Dr. 
Kearney  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  Milton  is  here  a  mere 
deuriptivc  {loct,  giving  a  kind  of  abstract  delineation  of  the 


*'  All  laws  are  made  for  the  ooDTenienoe 
community.  What  u  l^ally  done  should  be 
recorded,  that  the  state  of  things  may  be  1 
and  that  wherever  evidence  is  requisite,  ei 
may  be  bad.  For  this  reason,  the  obligation  tc 
and  establish  a  legal  register  b  enforced  by 
penalty,  which  penalty  is  the  want  of  that 
tion  and  plenitude  of  right  which  a  register 
give.  Thence  it  follows  that  this  is  not  an  obj 
merely  legal ;  for  the  reason  on  whidh  tl 
stands  being  equitable,  makes  it  an  eq 
objection." 

"This,"  said  he,  "you  must  enlar] 
when  speaking  to  the  committee.  Yoi 
not  argue  there  as  if  you  were  arguing 
schools;  close  reasoning  will  not  fix 
attention :  you  must  say  the  same  thin 
and  over  again  in  different  words.  If  y 
it  but  once,  they  miss  it  in  a  moment  o; 
tention.  It  is  unjust,  Sir,  to  censure  li 
for  midtiplying  words  when  they  argue 
often  necessary  for  them  to  multiply  woi 

His  notion  of  the  duty  of  a  member  < 
liament,  sitting  upon  an  election-comi 
was  very  high ;  and  when  he  was  told  of 
tleman  upon  one  of  those  committees 
read  the  newspapers  part  of  the  time,  an< 
the  rest,  while  the  merits  of  a  vote  we 
amined  bv  the  counsel;  and  as  an  € 
when  challenged  by  the  chairman  foi 
behaviour,  bluntly  answered,  "  I  had  mi 
my  mind  upon  that  case;**  Johnson,  w 
indignant  contempt,  said,  "  If  he  was  t 
rogue  as  to  make  up  his  mind  upon 
without  hearing  it,  he  should  not  haT< 
such  a  fool  as  to  tell  it."  "  I  think,"  sa 
Dudley  Long  '^^  now  North,  "  the  Doci 
pretty  plainly  made  him  out  to  be  both 
and  fool." 

Johnson's  profound  reverence  for  the  1 
chy  made  him  expect  from  bishops  the  I 
degree  of  decorum ;  he  was  offended  e 
their  goin^  to  taverns :  "  A  bishop,"  sa 
"  has  nothing  to  do  at  a  tippling-house. 
not  indeed  immoral  in  him  to  go  to  a  ti 
neither  would  it  be  immoral  in  him  to  y 


first  man,  while  Shakespeare  is  a  dramatist,  speakhi 
character  of  an  enthusiastic  youth,  fresh  from  his 
and  boiling  with  indignation  and  grief,  which  he  enc 
to  controul.  or  moderate,  by  these  classical  and,  whi 
other  case  would  be.  pedantic  allusions. «—  Crokkk.  * 

>  Dr.  Richard  Marlar,  afterwards  Ixwd  Bishop  d 
ford  ;  a  very  amiable,  benevolent,  and  ingenious  m 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Literary  Club  In  1777.  s 
in  Dublin,  July  3.  IMiS,  in  hit  seventy-fifth  yrar.  —  I 
In  very  early  life.  I  had  the  honour  of  th«  bishi 
aualntance  and  indulgent  notice  of  my  first  attei 
literature.  He  was  all  that  Mr.  Malone  says  of 
Croker. 

3  Dr.  Benjamin  Heath,  celebrated  for  a  curious 
which  was  sold  in  1810,  at  very  high  prices —  Crokk 

*  Dr.  Charles  Moss  had  been  already  bc>tter  prori 
having  been,  in  1766.  Bishop  of  St.  David's,  and  in 
Bath  and  Wells.    He  died  in  ISOS.  -  Croker. 

s  Mrs.  Montagu,  with,  I  think,  an  over  nicety  of  fe 
that  was  the  real  cause) 'dropt 'him  on  account  of 
of  Lord  Lyttclton.     Sec  anti,  p.  675.  —  Crokrr. 

*  Hugh  Montgomery,  Riq.  The  petitioner,  howvei 
liam  Macdowall.  Esq.,  was  declared  duly  elected.  — < 

7  This  Ingenious  and  pleasant  gentlmnan  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty,  after  an  illness  which  had  for  aim 
secluded  him  flrom  society.  —  Croruu 
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top  in  Grosvenor  Square:  but,  if  he  did,  I 
hope  the  boys  would  fall  upon  him,  and  apply 
the  whip  to  him.  There  are  gradations  in 
conduct ;  there  is  morality,  —  decency,  —  pro- 
priety. None  of  these  should  be  violated  oy  a 
bishop.  A  bishop  should  not  go  to  a  house 
where  he  may  meet  a  young  fellow  lending  out 
a  wench.**  Boswell.  "  But,  Sir,  every  tavern 
does  not  admit  women.**  Johhson.  **  Depend 
upon  it,  Sir,  any  tavern  will  admit  a  well- 
dressed  man  and  a  well-dressed  woman  :  they 
will  not  |)erhnps  admit  a  woman  whom  they  see 
every  ni^ht  walking  by  their  door,  in  the 
street.  But  a  well-dressed  man  may  lead  in  a 
well-dressed  woman  to  any  tavern  in  London. 
Taverns  sell  meat  and  drink,  and  will  sell  them 
to  any  body  who  can  eat  and  can  drink.  Ton 
may  as  well  say  that  a  mercer  will  not  sell 
silks  to  a  woman  of  the  town." 

He  also  disapproved  of  bishops  going  to 
routs ;  at  least  of  their  staying  at  them  lon^r 
than  their  presence  commanded  respect,  lie 
mentioned  a  particular  bishop.  "  Poh !  '*  said 
Mrs.  Thrale,  "the  Bishop  ot  [St.  AsapVs] »  is 
never  minded  at  a  rout.*  Boswell.  "When  a 
bishop  places  himself  in  a  situation  where  he 
has  no  distinct  character,  and  is  of  no  conse- 
quence, he  degrades  the  dignity  of  his  order.'* 
•louNSON.  "Mr.  Boswell,  Madam,  has  said  it  as 
correctly  as  it  could  be.*' 

Nor  was  it  only  in  the  dignitaries  of  the 
church  that  Johnson  retjuired  a  particular  de-  1 
corum  and  delicacy  of  behaviour ;    he  justly  | 
considcre<l  that  the  clergy,  as  persons  set  apart 
for  the  sacred  office  of  serving  at  the  altar,  and  ' 
impressing  the  minds  of  men  with  the  awful  \ 
concerns  of  a  future  state,  shouhl  be  somewhat  ^ 
more  serious  tban  the  generality  of  mankind, 
and  have  a  suitable  composure  of  manners.    A  ' 
due  sense  of  the  dignity  of  their  profession,  ' 
independent  of  higher  motives,  will  ever  pre- 
vent them  from  losing  their  distinction  in  an  ' 
indiscriminate  sociality ;  and  did  such  as  affect  ! 
this  know  how  much  it  lessens  them  in  the  eyes 
of  those  whom  they  think  to  please  by  it^  they 
woiU<l  feel  themselves  much  mortified. 

Johnson  and  his  friend  Beauclerk  were  once 
together  in  company  with  st-veral  clergymen, 
■who  thought  that  they  should  appear  to  ad- 
vantage, by  assuming  the  lax  jolhty  of  men  of 
the  U'orltl ;  which,  as  it  may  be  observed  in 
iiimilar  cases,  they  carried  to  noisy  excess. 
Johnson,  who  they  expected  would  be  eiUer- 
tained,  sat  grave  and  silent  for  some  time ;  at 
last,  turning  to  Beauclerk,  he  said,  by  no  means 
in  a  whisper,  "  Tliis  merriment  of  parsons  is 
mighty  offensive." 

Even  the  dress  of  a  clergyman  should  be  in 
character,  and  nothing  can  be  more  despicable 
than  conceited  attempts  at  avoiding  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  clerical  order ;  attempts,  which 
are  as  ineffectual   as   they  arc  pitiful.    Dr. 


1  Dr.  ShlplcT.    S«e  antf,  p.  647.  d.  S.  —  Ceokbk. 

'  See  anti,  p.  127.  -  Boswell. 

s  **  Loudon  Chronicle."  May  3.  1769.    TbU  rnpectable 


Porteus,  now  Bishop  of  London,  in  his  excel- 
lent charge  when  presiding  over  the  diocese  of 
Chester,  justly  animadverts  upon  this  subject ; 
and  observes  of  a  reverend  fop,  that  he  "  can 
be  but  half  a  beau."* 

Addison,  in  "  The  Spectator,*'  has  given  us 
a  fine  portrait  of  a  clergyman,  who  is  supposed 
to  be  a  member  of  his  Club;  and  Johnson  has 
exhibited  a  model,  in  the  character  of  Mr. 
Mudge  *,  which  has  escaped  the  collectors  of 
his  works,  but  which  he  owned  to  me,  and 
which  indeed  he  showed  to  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds at  the  time  when  it  was  written.  It 
bears  the  genuine  marks  of  Johnson's  best 
manner,  and  is  as  follows :  — 

*'The  Reverend  Mr.  Zachariah  Mudge,  pre- 
bendary of  Exeter,  and  vicar  of  St.  Andrew's  in 
Plymouth  ;  a  man  equally  eminent  for  his  virtues 
and  abiUtics,  and  at  once  beloved  as  a  companion 
and  reverenced  as  a  pastor.  He  had  that  general 
curiosity  to  which  no  kind  of  knowledge  is  indif- 
ferent or  superfluous ;  and  that  general  benevolence 
by  which  no  order  of  men  is  hated  or  despised. 

**  His  principles  both  of  thought  and  action  were 
great  and  comprehensive.  By  a  solicitous  exami- 
nation of  objections  and  judicious  comparison  of 
opposite  arguments,  he  attained  what  inquiry  never 
gives  but  to  industry  and  pers]iicuity,  a  firm  and 
unshaken  settlement  of  conviction.  But  his  finn- 
ncss  was  without  asperity;  for,  knowing  with  how 
much  difficulty  truth  was  sometimes  found,  he  did 
not  wonder  that  many  missed  it. 

"  The  general  course  of  his  life  was  determined 
by  his  profession  ;  he  studied  the  sacred  volumes 
in  the  original  languages ;  with  what  diligence  and 
success  his  *  Notes  upon  the  Psalms*  give  sufficient 
evidence.  He  once  endeavoured  to  add  the  know- 
le<lge  of  Arabic  to  tliat  of  Hebrew ;  but,  finding 
his  thoughts  too  much  diverted  from  other  studies 
af^er  some  time  desisted  from  liis  purpose. 

•'  His  discharge  of  parochial  duties  was  exem- 
plary. How  his  Sermons  were  composed,  may  Im; 
learned  from  the  excellent  volume  which  he  hns 
given  to  the  pul)Iic  ;  but  how  they  were  delivered, 
can  be  known  only  to  those  that  heard  them ;  for, 
as  he  appeared  in  the  pulpit,  words  will  not  ea.si]y 
describe  him.  His  delivery,  thou|;h  unconstrained, 
was  not  negligent,  and  though  forcible,  was  not 
turbulent ;  disdaining  anxious  nicety  of  emphasis, 
and  laboured  artifice  of  action,  it  captivated  the 
hearer  by  its  natural  dignity ;  it  roused  the  sluggish 
and  tixed  the  volatile,  and  detained  the  mind  upon 
the  subject  without  directing  it  to  the  speaker. 

••  The  grandeur  and  solemnity  of  the  preacher 
did  not  intrude  u)>on  his  general  l>ehaviour ;  at  the 
table  of  his  friends  he  was  a  companion  commu- 
nicative and  attentive,  of  unaffected  manners,  of 
manly  cheerfulness,  willing  to  please,  and  ea«y  to 
be  pleased.  His  acqoaintance  was  universally 
solicited,  and  his  presence  olystructed  no  enjoyment 
which  religion  did  not  forbid.  Though  studious 
he  was  popular;  though  argumentative,  he  was 
modest  ;  though  inflexible,  he  was  candid ;  ai>d 
though  metaphysical,  yet  orthodox."' 


man  U  there  roentionrd  to  have  died  on  the  8d  of  April,  thiit 
vear.  at  Coffleet.  [ii^ar  Kxeter]  the  teal  of  Thonuu  Vealc, 
Kiq.,  in  hit  way  to  London.  —  Boiwbll. 
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On  Fri<iay,  March  30.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Sir  Joshua  Keynolds's,  with  the  liarl  of  Char- 
lemontK,  Sir  Aunesley  Stewart,  Mr.  Eliot  of 
Port-Eliot,  Mr.  Burke,  Dean  Marlay,  Mr. 
Langton  ;  a  most  agreeable  day,  of  which  I  re- 
gret that  every  circumstance  is  not  preserved : 
but  it  is  unreasonable  to  require  such  a  multi- 
plication of  felicity. 

Mr.  Eliot,  with  whom  Dr.  Walter  Harte  ^ 
had  travelled,  talked  to  us  of  his  "  History  of 
Gustavus  Adolphu5i,"  which  he  said  was  a  very 
good  book  in  the  German  translation.  John- 
son'. "  Harte  was  excessively  vain.  He  put 
copies  of  his  book  in  manuscript  into  the  hands 
of  Lord  Chesterfield  and  Lord  Granville,  that 
they  might  revise  it.  Now  how  absurd  was  it 
to  supiH)se  that  two  such  noblemen  would  re- 
vise so  big  a  manuscript.  Poor  man !  he  left 
London  the  day  of  the  publication  of  his  book, 
that  he  niight  be  out  ol  the  way  of  the  great 
prusc  he  was  to  receive ;  and  he  was  ashamed 
to  return,  when  he  found  how  ill  his  book  had 
succeeded.  It  was  unlucky  in  coming  out  on 
the  same  day  with  Uobcrtson's  'History  of 
Scotland.*  His  husbandry,  however  is  good.*' 
BoswEiii..  "  So  he  was  fitter  for  that  than  for 
heroic  history :  he  did  well,  when  he  turned 
his  sword  into  a  ploughshare." 

Mr.  Eliot  mentioned  a  curious  liquor  pecu- 
liar to  his  country,  which  the  Cornish  fishermen 
drink.  They  call  it  tnahogany  ;  and  it  is  made 
of  two  parts  gin  and  one  part  treacle,  well 
beaten  together.  I  begged  to  have  some  of  it 
made,  which  was  done  with  proper  skill  by  Mr. 
Eliot.  I  thought  it  very  good  iKjuor ;  and  said 
it  was  a  counterpart  of  what  is  called  Athal 
porridge  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  which 
is  a  mixture  of  whisky  and  honey.  Johnson 
said,  "  that  must  be  a  better  liijuor  than  the 
Cornish,  for  l>oth  its  component  parts  are  bet- 
ter." He  also  observed,  "  Mahogany  must  be 
a  modem  name;  for  it  is  not  long  since  the 
wood  called  mahogany  w^as  known  in  this 
country."  I  mentioned  his  scale  of  licpiors :  — 
chiret  for  boys,  — port  for  men,  —  brandy  for 
heroes.  **Then,"  said  Mr.  Burke,  "let  me 
liave  claret :  I  love  to  be  a  boy ;  to  have  the 
careless  gaiety  of  boyish  days."  Johnson.  "  I 
should  drink  claret  too,  if  it  would  give  me 
that ;  but  it  docs  not :  it  neither  makes  boys 
men,  nor  men  boys.  You'll  be  drowned  by  it 
before  it  has  any  efi*ect  upon  you." 

I  ventured  to  mention  a  ludicrous  paragraph 
in  the  newspapers,  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  learn- 
ing to  dance  of  Vestris.  Lord  Charlemont, 
wishing  to  excite  him  to  talk,  ])roposed,  in  a 
whisper,  that  he  sh^mld  be  aske<l  whether  it  was 
true.  "Shall  T  ask  him?"  said  his  lordship. 
We  were,  by  a  great  majority,  clear  for  the  ex- 


>  Mr.  Eliot,  afterwards  Lord  Eliot,  bad  accompauied  Mr. 
.Stanhope,  the  natural  ton  ot  Lurd  Clievtcrfleld.  for  whom 
the  rdt'brated  Letter*  were  written,  and  ii  frequentlf  men- 
tioned  in  them.  Mr.  Harte  was  traTelling  tutor  to  both 
tbeie  young  gentlemen :  see  ant^,  p.217.  —  Crokbb. 


periment.  Upon  which  his  lordship  ver] 
gravely,  and  with  a  courteous  air,  said,  "Pkij 
Sir,  is  it  true  that  you  are  taking  lessons  o 
Vestris  ?  "  This  was  risking  a  good  deal,  iw 
required  the  boldness  of  a  general  of  Irid 
volunteers  to  make  the  attempt.  Johnson  wa 
at  first  startled,  and  in  some  heat  answered 
"  How  can  your  lordship  ask  so  simple  a  qnes 
tionP"  But  immediately  recovering  hinudl 
whether  from  unwillingness  to  be  deceived  o 
U)  appear  deceived,  or  whether  from  real  goo 
humour,  he  kept  up  the  joke:  "Nay,  but  i 
any  body  were  to  answer  the  paragraph,  su 
contradict  it,  I'd  have  a  reply,  and  would  mj 
that  he  who  contradicted  it  was  no  friend  eidie 
to  Vestris  or  me.  For  why  should  not  Dr 
Johnson  add  to  his  other  powers  a  little  cor 
poreal  agility  ?  Socrates  leamt  to  dance  sin 
advanced  age,  and  Cato  leamt  Greek  at  n 
advanced  age.  Then  it  might  proceed  to  w^ 
that  this  Johnson,  not  content  with  dancing oi 
the  ground,  might  dance  on  the  rope;  sod 
they  might  introduce  the  elephant  dandoff  on 
the  rope.  A  nobleman  ^  wrote  a  play^led 
*  Love  in  a  Hollow  Tree.*  He  found  out  tlttl 
it  was  a  bad  one,  and  therefore  wished  to  bo} 
up  all  the  copies  and  bum  them.  The  Dncfaei 
of  Marlborough  had  kept  one ;  and  when  be 
was  against  her  at  an  election,  she  had  a  neo 
edition  of  it  printed,  and  prefixed  to  it,  as  i 
frontispiece,  an  elephant  dancing  on  a  rope,  to 
show  that  his  lordship^s  writing  comedy  wasfl 
awkward  as  an  elephant  dancing  on  a  rope." 

On  Sunday,  April  1.,  I  dined  with  him  il 
Mr.  Thrale's,  witn  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clok 
and  Mr.  Perkins,  who  had  the  superintendcaoi 
of  Mr.  Thrale*8  brewery,  with  a  salary  of  fin 
hundred  pounds  a  year.  Sir  Philip  had  th 
appearance  of  a  gentleman  of  ancient  ftnilfi 
well  advanced  in  life.  He  wore  his  own  vUu 
hair  in  a  bag  of  goodly  size,  a  black  velvet  cost 
with  an  embroidered  waistcoat,  and  very  net 
laced  ruffles;  which  Mrs.  Thrale  said  wereoii 
fashioned,  but  which,  for  that  reason,  I  thoagb 
the  more  respectable,  more  like  a  Tory;  rd 
Sir  Philip  was  then  in  opposition  in  psrlis- 
ment.  ^'Ah!  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  "ancieDi 
ruffles  and  modem  principles  do  not  agrcfr' 
Sir  Philip  defended  the  opposition  to  the  Ant 
rican  war  ably  and  with  temper,  and  I  joined 
him.  He  said  the  majority  of  the  nation  wa 
against  the  ministry.  Johksoh.  ^  /,  Sir,  sa 
against  the  ministry ;  but  it  is  for  having  toe 
little  of  that  of  which  opposition  thinks  Uwi 
have  too  much.  Were  I  minister,  if  any  nui 
wagged  his  finger  against  me,  he  should  bi 
:  turned  out ;  for  that  which  it  is  in  the  povei 
I  of  government  to  give  at  pleasure  to  one  or  ti 
another  should  be  given  to  the  supporten  a' 


s  WlUiam.  the  first  Viscount  Grimiton.  — 

Charlemont  was  far  (Vom  being  pleased  with  Mr. 
having   published    this  conversation.    See  his  **L<fr 
Ilardy.  vol.  i.  p.  401.  —  Cbokbb.  ^ 
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'goywmifient.  If  ytm  will  not  oppoB«  at  the 
vxpcnM:  v\'  looting  your  place,  your  ii|>{iKOttItion 
wili  ijol.  l>c  hiaiLst^  you  will  fcol  no  ^rriaus 
gri«vrtnce;  niid  ihu  present  opposiii«»ii  is  only 
A  eonti?»t  to  gtft  wiiai  oUturn  hwvt.i.  Sb-  Robert 
W»ilp<4i::  Airleil  fta  I  would  do.  As  to  the  Ame- 
rican war,  thi'.  Heme  of  the  DHtiou  la  wit/i  tUa 
ministry.  'JTbc  utHJority  of  lliosc  who  can  m«- 
lirrstutui  is  with  it ;  thtJ  majorily  of  those  who 
enn  only  hear  is  ikj^ninsl  if  ;  utvl  :im  thosv  who 
cnnonlyht'ttr  are  iiinru  oumt'nius  tlian  those 
wh<>  can  uuiler6ta.nd,  ancl  oppo>itlon  U  lUwuys 
loufk'-'t,  a  majority  of  the  r;ibl»te  will  l»«  tor 
opr»<iHiti(»fi." 

rUi*  l>oisteix)U3  vivacity*  eutcrtuinf^il  us ;  but 
the  truth  in  ttiy  opinion  wam  thnt  tho8e  who 
couhl  uinlerstund  the  best  were  against  the 
Awerictuj  T\':ir,  iis  lUmost  every  mun  now  is, 
when  ill  hm  been  ciMtlly  con^idere^l. 

>lrp.  1  .  high  proitfe  to  Aln  Dudley 

Long  (nutt  AuiLhJ.  JoussoN.  '*  Nnv,  my  dear 
Utdy,  don't  talk  »o,  Mr.  Long's  cfjurticter  ia 
ir^ry  short.^  It  is  nothing.  He  fills  a  chair. 
He  \b  »  man  of  gented  u|>{>earuuce»  and  thnl  is 
■11.  1  know  nolK^ly  wlio  bhiiits  1  *  "•  '  ■  ms 
you  fio ;    (or  whenever  there  la  1 

praise,  i'very  body  i**   ^el   u^uiust   ;i  jj-, 

They  nre  provifked  in  jilUuk  it.  Now  ihei't;  isi 
iVpyn'  ;  you  prui^etl  thikt  man  with  auoh  dis- 
prr*tH)rtIon,  that  I  vras  ineited  to  lessen  hint, 
pt'rhrtfn  ninre  than  he  de4*e.rvi>a.  Ilia  blood  is 
iip  id  By  the  gome  prineiplc,  your 
HI  its<Jf;  for  your  censure  b  too 
And  yet  (lo<»kinff  to  her  with  u  Iccr- 
)  she  la  the  first  wonjon  in  the  world, 
enuvj  i  '  '  Train  that  wieked  t-onguv  of 
her^;^  be  the  only  woman,  could 

ftW  bui  V iltJit  little  whirligi;*." 

Upon  th»r  subject  of  exfl{^srer!ited   prnisi?  I 

t'M.t;   til."  lili.'jtv  lo  (Miy,  thill  1  thought  ihore 

Ii   praite  given  lo  a  known 

i -iierved  it,  and  therefore  it 

truuid  ntit  be  exa^'geruled.     'Hms,  one   wight 

my  fjf  Mr.  Kdtiiund  Burke,  he  is  a  very  won- 

dirrful  moil.     Joii:«8oj(,    "  No,  Sir*  you  would 

not  Im*  safft  if  another  man  had  u  mind    per- 

iiUct,      He    luight    answer* 

wonder  ?     Burke  is,  tti  b« 

•  u  anon   abdities  ;    with  a 

iTi  «r  in  hi3  mind,  and  a 

■  '       Tb.t 

'if- 


ff^nA.^     bl.* 


nKu.. T« 


,.;..»«„  1.1. 


wi)  an? 

liliii,' 


I,;, 


rb 


froci  any  liiult  of  bis  own,  but  Irom 


'nan  who  bail 
<d  H  year  in 


.  t>  **  fnriitfirTntt  rltAcitv/*  bee*Uii»  Vo«wHi  h«pfMm«d 
IM^  iTiM  •«*  of  fh^^qtlMtlan.  — UiioKMit 

■criiilnj  to  p|jtY  ut»oq  tti«  wurtl»  Lmg 

•  ,.     .  .,,,.     II.. l'    ,,...,^-    I.,    Mr       I  ..„,./>    1 


Street  to  •*♦♦**,  whom  be  hat*  >  bo 

kuowK  detipthOi  him*     **  I  am  a  r  ,.»py 

nmn,"  said  he,  "I  am  invited  to  convmatiomi 
I  jto  to  canvtrMtiom ;  but,  alui  \  I  have  no 
converbation.**  J<iu»»ok.  "Man  cominonU 
cannot  be  «uceeasful  in  diflerent  w»y>«,  Thu 
(ll'entJeman  liiis  spent,  in  getii  md 

pounds  a  y\:iiT^  the  time  in  v. :  >vtf 

learnt  to  talk ;  and  n«jw  he  Mr. 

Perkins  made  u  shrewd  and  ik  :  **If 

he  had  got  Iiih  four  thou  .. ,,  .  .,  vv.ur  an  a 
mountebank,  he  might  have  kMU*nt  k>  talk  at 
the  pame  time  tlmt  he  was  getting  his  for* 
tuiie/" 

Some  other  gentlemen  cJUne  in.     TI»p  €ou- 
vernation  concermn";;  the  person  v  tc- 

ter  Dr.  .lohnjsou  hud  treated  so  ,  a* 

he  did  not  know  his  merits  woa  reiuuicti.   Mri» 
Thrale  naid|  **  You  think  »o  of  him,  Sir^  be- 
cause he  iit  quiets  and  does  not  *  '       •<  If 
with  foree.     You'll  be  saying  ih^  uf 
Mr.  ^*****  there,  who  sits  as  quiei.        i  m^  wa« 
not  well  bred;  and  John»on  tlid  not  let  it  ^^kss 
without  correction.  "  Nay,  Madam,  what  rijght 
have  you  to  talk  thus?     Both  Mr*  ••••••  and 

I  have  reason  to  take  it  ill.     Fow  may  talk  »o 
of  Mr.  ••••♦* ;  but  why  do  you  make  tne  do 

it  ?    Have  I  »«aid  anythmg  ogainai  Mr.  •••♦*•  ? 
You  have  art  him,  that  I  mti ' 
I  have  not  shot  him." 

One  i)i  the  getitlcmen  said  he  had  seen  tlireti 
folio  volumes*  of  Dr.  Johnson's  sayinj;*  col- 
lected! by  me.  "  1  must  put  you  ncht,  Sir," 
gaid  I ;  *'  for  I  am  very  exaet  in  uutheiitieity. 

Vou  could  not  itce  folio  m  ' -   '  r  I  have 

none:  you  might  have  »ecri  iiitoand 

octavo.      This    is   an    inati. lueh    one 

should  guartl  u^ain«it "  Joiifi»oi«.  '^  Sir,  tt  if  a 
wautof  eoncem  about  veracity.  He  docs  not 
know  thut  he  saw  off^  volumes^  K  be  had  feen 
thetn,  he  coidd  hnve  reiii'Ttd  nrt*d  their  *ixe.'* 

Mr.  Thriii  to-day. 

1  oaw  him  ;t_  nt  which 

time  he  wun  rii«i  iiMui^hi  n*  i.'  m  iiomcdiat4: 
danger :  but  early  in  the  momin|f  of  Wednes- 
day the  4th  he  expired.  L'txm  thut  day  tber»e 
wiw  a  rr2// of  tlie  Literary  Club;  but  •lohnAon 
apologised  for  hi»  ab>cnee  by  the  tbtlowing 
note :  — 

-\\,  ■     •       ■  ■   ■     t.) 

"  Mr.  Johnson  kiu)WH  thai  Idi 

and  the  other  gcnlWnien  will    : ...-    ...  uui- 

pliauce  witb  thv  call,  wfit'ti  llicy  arv  told  tlial  Mr. 
'I1]ral«;  ditil  ihi*  morning." 


light  »hool  hiio:  but 


U,  H  wawW  h9  •  nmh  i 


'^,11—wm 


of  ttir  EDHitcn  tu  tk» 


U   p*xUiulnilf    »uiLcii-       tit.'    h-u    itiiiHicd  itir   Ijjr 
H  lluti  bn  hMinl  I)r    luhliMit)  My.  *^  Sift  H  I  «(«• 


irUli  •jTairAtkin  and  r«jfr»i.— B<MWRik.    Sm  . 
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Jobn«on  wiia  m  the  ho^se^  and  thu^  mentions 
the  event :  * — 

«  Good  Friday,  April  13th,  ITS  1.  —  On  Wed- 
ficfedciYt  lUhf  was  hurled  my  dear  friend  l^ra]«, 
who  dii?d  Qn  Wediiefsdayt  4th  i  and  with  him  wete 
buried  many  of  my  hopvs  &nd  pleasures.  About 
fi¥c,  T  think,  on  Wi^dnesday  tnornin^,  he  expired. 
I  fi^U  almost  the  liitt  Gutter  of  his  pulse,  and  Jookcd 
for  iIiD  lut  time  upon  the  face  that  for  fi^een  years 
had  never  hcen  turned  upon  me  but  wJtU  respeet 
or  benignity.'  Fart: well.  May  God*  thai  etc- 
li^hteth  in  increy,  have  had  mercy  on  thee !  1 
had  constantly  priiyed  for  tiim  some  time  before  bis 
death.  The  dewa^e  of  him,  from  whose  friendship 
1  had  obtained  many  opportutiUit"*  of  amusement, 
and  to  whom  I  turned  my  though t'l  A»  to  a  refuge 
Jfom  misfortuneKi  him  left  rim  heavy.  But  iny 
bustnt-'^  la  witli  myselt"  (  /¥.  and  Med.,  p,  187.*) 

Mr.  Thriile*9  death  wm  a  Tcry  easentittl  loss 
to  John^oti,  who,  :dthough  he  lUd  not  fore5{?G 
all  that  after wai-dji  happcoed^  was  sufficiuntlv 
tsoiivinced  that  the  eoDiforts  which  Mr.  Thrale  s 
family  affurdod  him  would  now  in  a  great  moa- 
eure  cease.  He,  however,  continued  to  show  a 
kind  attcDtion  to  his  widow  and  chlldrea  as 
long  m  it  wm  acceptable ;  and  he  took  upon 
hitiit  with  &.  very  cflrnest  concern,  the  office  of 
one  of  his  executors  ;  the  importance  of  which 
seemed  greater  than  usual  to  him,  from  hia  dr- 
cunifttuneea  bflving  been  id  way  8  such  that  he 
had  scarcely  anj  sliaru  in  the  reaJ  bnsiness  of 
life.  His  frienda  of  the  Club  wur^  in  hopca 
that  Mr.  Thrale  might  have  made  a  liberal 
provision  for  him  for  bis  life,  which,  as  flrlr. 
Thrale!  left  no  son  and  a  very  lar^e  fortune,  it 
would  have  been  hij^hly  to  his  honour  lo  have 
done ;  and,  confliderinfr  Dr.  Johnaon'a  a^'o, 
coidd  not  have  been  of  long  duration  ;  but  lie 
becjucathed  him  only  two  hundreti  pounds 
which  waa  the  legacy  given  to  each  of  hia  ex-  i 
eeutora.  I  could  not  hut  be  somewhat  di- 
verti^d  bj  hearing  Johneon  talk  in  a  pjmpoufl 
manner  of  hia  new  office,  and  jjnrlicularly  of 
the  concerna  of  the  brewery,  which  it  was  at 
last  resolved  should  be  sold.  Lonl  Lucnn  tells 
a  very  good  atorv,  which,  if  not  precisely  ex- 
act, ia  certainly  cnaracteristicid ;  toat  wht?n  the 
sale  of  Thrale*8  brewery  was  goin^  forward, 
Johnson  appeared  bustling  about^  with  an  ink- 
horu  and  pen  in  his  button-hole,  tike  aii  excise- 
man ;  and  on  beinf*  asked  what  be  really  con- 
sidered to  be  the  value  of  the  property  which 


'  jDhiiion't  vxpTetiiotit  nn  t1ii»  ctetrikilfm  remind  m  of 
tinoc  WAJtrirt't  «!ulo]r7  ^^  VVhlt^iftf  in  ti[i  lAff  ot  thytAer . 
"  IW  lj*ed  to  be  present  nr  the  p^rlratioti  of  hfr  ( QitiHrn 
El.l£4lM^tirii>  lait  bftiath,.  utid  to  lM:hi!kl  tha  clotlnfr  M  tboio 

Sn.  thnE  hid  long  loakpd  upoo  IiIid  with  rcrereiKd  4tird 
vctintu"'  —  HKHTtnur. 

^  At  a  iiibf  fS)UFiit  datp  he  iiddf<d,  on  the  lamD  paper  t  — 
"I nth  Sfpleml*(sr.  %  (trit  Itnuvlt^te  of  Thral*  wat  Id 
inA.  1  DnJovfMl  hk  fnvfiur  for  aJnoft  a  fourth  ptrt  at  »]r 
1 1  fe/'    Se»  ante,  p.  1  ea.  ^  CKokLf  a, 

'  The  hrtiwpry  w^ui  i<4d  Ijj  Or.  JohTivcia  Jiod  ht*  brothct 
evnutnt,  to  Mp«»ri.  BarcLaV.  PkhKit^^,  A:  Co..  for  13A«O00/. 
Whito  on  Kit  Taut  tu  Ul*  HnhrMr*.  In  lTT3i  Jolmimii  ideti- 
Uoneil  tli4t  Tlimla  "  psitd  aO.IXXV.  ■  fvas  to  the  revenue,  «iii] 
Ihit  he  had  pur  r^Xt.  <**ch  of  whif  h  held  I  WO  hsmeU,  RboTt 
a  tlmuMnd  hogihewk^'*    Tbe  efUbDibnieiit  tn  Pork  S[r«e>L, 


was  to  be  disposed  of,  answered^  "  We  u 
here  to  sell  a  parcel  of  boilers  sud  vata,  b 
potentialitv  of  growing  rich  bsycmd  tbe  d 

of  avarice, '  * 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRALE 
**  Ijiradon,  ApTfl  *. 
"  DtAaEST  Mauam,  —  Of  your  tajunctk 
pray  fof  you  and  write  to  you,  I  hop«  U 
neither  unohHrved ;  and  I  hop€  to  fiod  ycni  i 
'  in  a  short  time  to  alleviate  your  trouble  bj 
I  other  excrc^isie  of  the  mind.  I  axn  not  witlu 
part  of  the  ^lamity.  No  dosth  mace  th*t  < 
wife  has  ever  ppprci!ia?il  me  like  thiv  But 
remember  that  we  are  in  the  hmnd«  of  Hin 
knows  when  to  give  and  when  to  takm  awiy 
will  look  upon  us  with  mercy  through  «1|  out 
ations  of  eiiBtcncer  tmd  who  inTitf^B  us  to  a 
him  in  the  day  of  trouble.  Call  upon  him  ii 
great  revolution  of  life,  and  call  with  ooftfi< 
You  will  tlien  find  comjftjrt  for  tbe  past,  aad^xi 
for  thu  future.  He  that  has  given  you  han 
in  marriage^  to  a  degree  of  which*  withotjt  pei 
knowledge,  I  should  have  thought  the  desri 
fHbu]ou&,  ean  give  you  uiothcr  mode  of  hapj 
aa  a  mother,  and  at  last  the  happin*^  of  I 
all  temporal  cslich  in  the  thoughts  of  an  etemi 
heaven« 

''  I  do  not  cithort  you  to  reason  younelf 
tranquillity.  Wc  must  Gml  pr^y,  and  then  lah 
first  implore  the  blessing  of  God,  and  fiu*]  i 
means,  which  he  puts  into  our  ban  da.  Culrli 
ground  has  few  weed.^;  a.  tnind  occupied  by  li 
bu«ine^5  ha*  little  room  for  u^elcsi^  re^grvi, 

**  Wc  read  the  will  to-day;  but  I  will  not  fi] 
first  letter  with  &ny  account  than  that,  with  al 
aeai  for  your  advnntnji^,  I  am  satLsHed;  and 
the  other  eiecutora,  more  used  to  conaider  proi 
than  J,  commended  it  for  wibdon)  and  ciquity. 
why  should  I  not  tell  you  that  jou  have 
hundred  pounds  fur  your  immediate  cxpefi«a, 
two  thou!>^nd  pounds  Al  year,  with  both  the  ho 
and  all  tbe  goods? 

*'■  I^t  ui  pray  for  one  another,  that  the  t 
vhether  long  or  short,  that  shall  yet  be  graotfl 
may   he  well  spent ;  and  that  when  this  life;  w 
at  the  longL^st  h  very  short,  shall  come  to  an 
a  better  may  U-gin  which  shall  never  end.*! 
—  Letin-M.  ' 

On  Fridsiy,  April  6,^  he  c-arried  me  to  t 
at  a  dub  wtiich,  at  his  desire,  had  l»een  \^ 
formed  at  the  Queen's  Arms  in  St.  Fi 
Churi-hyard.  He  told  Mr.  Hoole  thai 
wished  to  have  a  city  Club,  and  asked  Wa 
collect  one;  but,  j*aid  he,  "  Don't  let  theso 


in  tliP  B4fough,  l4  mw  the  l4l-g<vC  nf  Its  Itind  In  timm 
1'h'e  bulldlugi  citmiJ  uwr  tun  were*,  iiDd  Uie  nucbftKr 
clnilnt  Iwn  jtc-am-r'T^jiiDPii.  The  iiorr^oipllBFt  contaW 
Tnti.  varjin^r  In  thvir  emiteiill  fHstn  «QQO  bmreli  4tm 
Mm.  ^Ixjut  1^0  horm  ire  fmtilojred.  In  conYntna  bm 
AltttTtTit  pjtrta  rrf  I-Ottd^in.  Thip  quAmUj'  bre^-ed  In 
W4ii  3NaJNi  twirri'li,  upon  which  a  dutj  of  t«i  thlttlafl 
barmJ.  ISO.OSKUL,  triui  paid  to  the  lYveuu^  ;  and,  Ih  Ubf 
Xf^«f,  th«  tnnlt  cDniumed  eiLcecded  100  OOO  aiuti« 
Witioin-,  Itm.  "         q-MTw 


1  H  MtfJiQi  unfppllTif!  to  TiKT^  dlDcd  at  a  t«re<n»  tlia  dw 
tmtr  aft  tr  ptwr  Thrak-'i  d*ath  ;  bi<lt  be  wu  afrmld  la  3 
hli  own  roojIjM  griff.  Hc^  ti,  rttpji  to  Mt».  TtinJe  "  Qm 
TO*  bEu  dlflt^rent  cfr^cu  i  vou  nrv  driven  luta  ■oljUidr  I 
drlTPii  ItiiP  mrnvmnj,  •  *  *  i  jji^e  my  alI|ictloD  a  Uutai 
nndjunuffl  H  ■*  1  caTi/'^^CRoaaa. 
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patriots^* '  The  company  were  to-day  very 
sensible,  well-behaved  men.  I  have  preserved 
only  two  particulars  of  his  conversation.  He 
said  he  was  glad  Lord  George  Gordon  had 
escaped,  rather  than  that  a  precedent  should 
be  establbhed  for  hanging  a  man  for  corutruc' 
Hve  treason,  which,  in  consistency  with  his  true, 
manly,  constitutional  Toryism,  he  considered 
would  be  a  dangerous  engine  of  arbitrary 
power.  And  upon  its  being  mentioned  that  an 
opulent  and  very  indolent  Scotch  nobleman, 
who  totally  resigned  the  management  of  his 
affairs  to  a  man  of  knowledge  and  abilities,  had 
claimed  some  merit  by  saying,  "  The  next  best 
thing  to  managing  a  man's  own  affairs  well  b 
being  sensible  of  incapacity,  and  not  attempt- 
ing it,  but  having  a  full  confidence  in  one  who 
can  do  it:**  —  Johnson.  "Nay,  Sir,  this  is 
paltry.  There  is  a  middle  course.  Let  a  man 
give  application ;  and  depend  upon  it  he  will 
soon  get  above  a  despicable  state  of  helpless- 
ness, and  attain  the  power  of  acting  for  him- 
self." 

On  Saturday,  April  7.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Hoole's  with  Governor  Bouchier  and  Cap- 
tain Orme,  both  of  whom  had  been  long  in  the 
East  Indies ;  and,  being  men  of  good  sense  and 
observation,  were  very  entertaining.  Johnson 
defended  the  oriental  regulation  of  different 
castes  of  men,  which  was  objected  to  as  totally 
destructive  of  the  hopes  of  rising  in  society  by 
personal  merit.  He  showed  that  there  was  a 
principle  in  it  sufficiently  plausible  by  analogy. 
**  We  see,"  said  he,  "  in  metals  that  there  are 
different  species ;  and  so  likewise  in  animals, 
though  one  species  may  not  differ  very  widely 
from  another,  as,  in  the  species  of  do^s,  the 
cur,  the  spaniel,  the  mastiff.  The  Bramms  are 
the  mastiffs  of  mankind.**^ 

On  Thursday,  April  12.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
a  bishop^s,  where  were  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
Mr.  Bercnger,  and  some  more  company.  He 
had  dined  the  day  before  at  another  bishop's.^ 
I  have  unfortunately  recorded  none  of  his  con- 
versation at  the  bishop's  where  we  dined  toge- 
ther :  but  I  have  preserved  his  ingenious  de- 
fence of  his  dining  twice  abroad  m  Passion- 
week  ;  a  laxity  in  which  I  am  convinced  he 
would  not  have  indulged  himself  at  tlie  time 
when  he  wrote  his  solemn  paper  in  "The 
Rambler"  upon  that  awful  season.  It  appeared 
to  me,  that  by  being  much  more  in  company, 
and  enjoying  more  luxurious  living,  he  had 
contracted  a  keener  relish  for  pleasure,  and 
was  conseauently  less  rigorous  in  his  religious 
rites.  This  he  would  not  acknowledge ;  but 
be  reasoned  with  admirable  sophistry  as  fol- 


1  The  truth  Is.  that  the  pa/rfioff  had  driren  him  away  from 
Sir  Jothua'i  Club,  which  he  latterly  feldoin  attended.  See 
mmt^  p.  529.  n.  1.—  Croker. 

s  lUi>pout«,  the  mtiitary  caste ;  the  Bramins,  pacific  and 
■batraiioui —  Kb\rnky. 

*  The  only  bishops  at  whose  houses  Johnson  is  recorded 
to  hare  dined  were  Shiplev  of  St.  Asaph  and  Porteus  of 
CbMter,  aOerwards  of  London.  By  a  letter,  dos/,  April.  1783, 
IC  appears  that  he  dined  two  consecuUve  days,  in  April  of 
tbat  year,  with  the  Bishops  of  St.  Asaph's  and  Chester.    It 


lows ;  "  Why,  Sir,  a  bishop's  calling  company 
together  in  this  week  is,  to  use  3ie  vulgar 

{)hra8e,  not  the  thing.  But  you  must  consider 
axity  is  a  bad  thing ;  but  preciseness  is  also  a 
bad  wing ;  and  your  general  character  may  be 
more  hurt  by  preciseness  than  by  dining  with 
a  bishop  in  Passion-week.  There  might  be  a 
handle  for  reflection.  It  mi^ht  be  said,  *  He 
refuses  to  dine  with  a  bishop  in  Passion-week, 
but  was  three  Sundays  absent  from  church."* 
BoswELL.  "  Very  true,  Su*.  But  suppose  a 
man  to  be  uniformly  of  good  conduct,  would  it 
not  be  better  that  he  should  refuse  to  dine  with 
a  bishop  in  this  week,  and  so  not  encourage  a 
bad  practice  by  his  example?"  Johnson. 
"  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  consider  whether  you 
might  not  do  more  harm  by  lessening  the  in- 
fluence of  a  bishop's  character  by  your  disap- 
probation in  refusing  him,  than  by  going  to 
him."* 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

••  LoDdoD.  April  IS.  1781. 

"  Dkak  MadaMp  —  Life  it  full  of  troubles.  I 
have  just  lost  roy  dear  friend  Thrale.  I  hope  he  is 
happy  ;  but  I  have  had  a  great  loss.  I  am  other- 
wise pretty  well.  I  require  some  care  of  myself, 
but  that  care  is  not  ineffectual ;  and  when  I  am 
out  of  order,  I  think  it  often  my  own  fiiult. 

**  The  spring  is  now  making  quick  advances. 
As  it  is  the  season  in  which  the  whole  world  is  en- 
livened and  invigorated,  I  hope  that  both  you  and 
I  shall  partake  of  its  benefits.'  My  desire  is  to  see 
Lichfield ;  but  being  left  executor  to  my  friend,  I 
know  not  whether  I  can  be  spared  ;  but  I  wiU  try, 
for  it  is  now  long  since  we  saw  one  another ;  and 
how  little  we  can  promise  ourselves  many  more  in- 
terviews, we  are  taught  by  hourly  examples  of 
mortality.  Let  us  try  to  live  so  as  that  mortality 
may  not  be  an  evil.  Write  to  me  soon,  my  dearest : 
your  letters  will  give  me  great  pleasure. 

*'  I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Porter  has  not  had  his 
box  ;  but  by  sending  it  to  Mr.  Mathias,  who  very 
readily  undertook  its  conveyance,  I  did  the  best  I 
could,  and  perhaps  before  now  he  has  it  Be  so 
kind  as  to  make  my  compliments  to  my  friends. 
i  have  a  great  value  for  their  kindness,  and  hope 
to  enjoy  it  before  summer  is  past.  Do  write  to 
mc.      I  am,  dearest  love,  your,  &c., 

**  Sam.  Johmson." 

On  Friday,  April  13.,  being  Good  Friday,  I 
went  to  St.  Clement's  church  with  him  as 
usual.  There  I  saw  again  his  old  fellow -colle- 
gian, Edwards,  to  whom  I  said,  "  I  think,  Sir, 
Dr.  Johnson  and  you  meet  only  at  church." 
"  Sir,"  said  he,  "  it  is  the  best  place  we  can 
meet  in,  except  heaven,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
meet  there  too.'*    Dr.  Johnson  told  me  that 


is  odd  that  he  should,  in  two  succeeding  Aprils,  have  din<>d 
on  two  successive  days  with  these  two  bishops,  but  it  seems 
nevertheless  certain.  The  matter  is  of  some  little  inipor- 
tance,  fur  we  had  rather  be  assured  that  Bishop  Purteus 
were  not  the  bishop  here  alluded  to.  See  poit,  a6th  April, 
1782.  —  CaoKsa. 

*  This  is  a  very  poor  excuse  for  many  reasons,  but  one  is 
very  obvious  —  that  the  reftisal  need  neither  have  been  public 
nor  tnotM,  as  the  French  say.  —  CaoKsa,  1847. 
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tbere  was  very  little  communication  between 
Edwards  and  him  d^cr  their  unexpected  re- 
newal of  acquaintance.  "  But,"  said  he,  smil- 
ing, "  he  met  me  once  and  said,  *  I  am  told  you 
have  written  a  very  prettj  book  called  *  The 
B^mbler.*  I  was  unwilhng  that  he  should 
leave  the  world  in  total  darkness,  and  sent  him 
a  set." 

Mr.  Berenger  ^  visited  him  to-day,  and  was 
very  pleasing.  We  talked  of  an  evening  so- 
ciety for  conversation  at  a  house  in  town,  of 
which  we  were  all  members,  but  of  which 
Johnson  said,  **  It  will  never  do,  Sir.  There 
is  nothing  served  about  there ;  neither  tea,  nor 
cofiee,  nor  lemonade,  nor  anything  whatever ; 
and  depend  upon  it,  Sir,  a  man  does  not  love 
to  ^  to  a  place  from  whence  he  comes  out  ex- 
actly OS  he  went  in."  I  endeavoured,  for  ar^- 
ment^s  sake,  to  maintain  that  men  of  leammg 
and  talents  might  have  very  good  intcUectuu 
society,  without  the  aid  of  any  little  gratifica- 
tions of  the  senses.  Berenger  joined  with 
Johnson,  and  siud  that  without  these  any 
meeting  would  be  dull  and  insipid.  He  would 
therefore  have  all  the  slight  refreshments ;  nay, 
it  would  not  be  amiss  to  have  some  cold  meat, 
and  a  bottle  of  wine  upon  a  sideboard.  "  Sir," 
said  Johnson  to  me,  with  an  air  of  triumph, 
"  Mr.  Berenger  knows  the  world.  Every  body 
loves  to  have  good  things  furnished  to  them 
without  any  trouble.  I  told  Mrs.  Thrale  once, 
that,  as  she  did  not  choose  to  have  card-tables, 
she  should  have  a  profusion  of  the  best  sweet- 
meats, and  she  would  be  sure  to  have  company 
enough  come  to  her."  I  agreed  with  my  dlus- 
trious  friend  upon  this  subject;  for  it  has 
pleased  God  to  make  man  a  com|)ositc  animal, 
and  where  there  is  nothing  to  refresh  the  body, 
the  mind  will  languish. 

On  Sunday,  April  15.,  being  Easter- day, 
afler  solemn  worship  in  St.  Faults  church,  I 
found  him  alone.  Dr.  Scott,  of  the  Commons, 
came  in.  He  talked  of  its  having  been  said, 
that  Addison  wrote  some  of  his  best  pa- 
pers in  "The  Spectator"  when  warm  with 
wine.  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  seem  willing  to 
admit  this.  Dr.  Scott,  as  a  confirmation  of  it, 
rclate<l  that  Blackstone,  a  sober  man,  composed 
his  "  Commentaries"  with  a  bottle  of  port  be- 
fore him ;  and  found  his  mind  invigorated  and 
supported  in  the  fatigue  of  his  great  work,  by 
a  temperate  use  of  it. 

I  told  him,  that  in  a  company  where  I  had 
lately  been,  a  desire  was  expressed  to  know 
his  authority  for  the  shocking  story  of  Addi- 
son's sending  an  execution  into  Steele's  house. 


>  Richard  Berenger,  manr  years  Gentleman  or  the  Horite 
to  her  present  miuettr.  ana  author  of  The  History  and  Art 
of  Horsemanship,  2  toU.  4to.  1771.  —  Maloni.  Mr.  Ueren- 
get*t  mother  was  sister  of  Lord  Cnttham  and  of  iMdj  Lyttel- 
ton,  mother  of  the  first  lord.  Talking  of  good  manners, 
Johnson  named  Mr.  Berenger  as  the  stanaard  of  true  elegance ; 
but  some  one  objecting  that  he  too  much  resembled  the 
gentlemen  iu  Congrere's  comedies.  Johnson  said,  "  Well 
then,  we  must  fix  on  the  famous  Thomas  Herrey.'*  [anti, 
p.  183.  n.  4.]  ^Pioxxi.  "  1  dined  the  other  day,"  says  Hannah 
More,  "  at  Mrs.  Boscawen's,  rery  pleasantly,  for  Berenger 


'*  Su","  said  he,  "  it  is  general!/  known ; 
known  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
rary  history  of  that  period  :  it  is  as  weU  ki 
as  that  he  wrote  '  Cato.*  Mr.  Thomas  S 
dan  once  defended  Addison  to  me,  by  alk 
that  he  did  it  in  order  to  cover  Stet^e*s  g 
from  other  creditors,  who  were  eoing  to  i 
them."« 

We  talked  of  the  difference  between 
mode  of  education  at  Oxford  and  that  in  1 
colleges  where  instruction  is  chiefly  cobt 
by  lectures.  Jouksoh.  "  Lectures  were 
useful ;  but  now,  when  all  can  read,  and  b 
are  so  numerous,  lectures  are  unnecessaiy 
vour  attention  fails,  and  you  miss  a  part  ol 
lecture,  it  is  lost ;  you  cannot  go  back  as 
do  upon  a  book."  Dr.  Scott  agreed  with  i 
"But  yet,"  said  I,  "Dr.  Scott,  you  you 
gave  lectures  at  Oxford."  He  smiled.  ** 
laughed,"  then  said  I,  **  at  those  who  cam 
you." 

Dr.  Scott  left  us,  and  soon  aAerwards 
went  to  dinner.  Our  company  consisted 
Mrs.  Williams,  Mrs.  Desmoulins,  Mr.  Lei 
Mr.  Allen,  the  printer,  (^Ir.  Macbean), 
Mrs.  Hall,  sister  of  the  Keverend  Mr.  J 
Wesley,  and  resembling  him,  as  I  thou 
both  in  figure  and  manner.  Johnson  prodi 
now,  for  the  first  time,  some  handsome  n 
salvers,  which  he  told  me  he  had  bought  iS 
teen  years  ago ;  so  it  was  a  great  day.  I 
not  a  little  amused  by  observing  Allen  pe 
tually  struggling  to  talk  iu  tbc  maonei 
Johnson,  like  the  little  frog  in  the  fable  bl 
ing  himself  up  to  resemble  the  stately  ox. 

I  mentioned  a  kind  of  religious  Bobin-B 
society  *,  which  met  every  Sunday  evenii^ 
Coachmakers*-Hall,  for  free  debate ;  and ' 
the  subject  for  this  night  was,  the  text  w] 
relates,  with  other  miracles  which  happene 
our  Saviour's  death,  "And  the  graves  i 
opened,  and  many  bodies  of  the  saints  wl 
slept  arose,  and  came  out  of  the  graves  a 
his  resurrection,  and  went  into  the  holy  < 
and  appeared  unto  many."  Mrs.  Hall  sai 
was  a  very  curious  subject,  and  she  should 
to  hear  it  discussed.  Johnson  (somev 
warmly).  "One  would  not  eo  to  such  a  p 
to  hear  it,  —  one  would  not  be  seen  in  sue 
place,  to  give  countenance  to  such  a  m 
ing."  I,  however,  resolved  that  I  would 
"  But,  Sir,"  said  she  to  Johnson,  **  I  she 
like  to  hear  i/ou  discuss  it.'*  He  seemed 
luctant  to  engage  in  it.  She  talked  of  the 
surrection  of  the  human  race  in  general, 
maintained  that  we  shall  be  raised  with 


was  there,  and  was  all  himself,  all  chivalrj.  blank  verse, 
anecdote.    He  told  us  some  curious  storiet  of  Ftee. 
whom  he  used  to  si>end  the  summer  at  hfi  uncle  Loid  I 

ham's."     He  died  in  Sept.  178S,  Kt.  6S. CKOKma. 

«  *!e«ii/i,p.  GTI.  —  d.  "^ 

3  The  original  Robin-Hood  ww  a  detMUn*  rinb.  **  cfe 
composed"  (says  the  Comtoicsntr,  »tb  llattli  IIMI 
lawyers,  clerks,  petty  tradesmen,  and  low  mechanla^  iK 
it  is  usual  for  the  advocates  of  inSdelliy  io  ■nfiahla 
openly  avow  their  infidelity."  See  Gemt  itmr  xxIL  Si. 
xxiT.  IM.  —  CaoKsa.  ^'  """ 
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urn  <s.     ••  Nity,  ^ludiim,  we 

n  flic  giitue  body  ;  for  tlu? 

(I4MJMUI.  ii"i  '  ill.  i.ni-tniltim  nf  jtrmitj  hovtu, 
unci  we  know  th.af  llji*  jrruin  M'hich  pn/ws  is  not 
th.'  ^iTii,.  ^vi?1j  ^vllil^  i«i  5Liwn.  You 'tintiot  sup- 
ti<  I  rise  wilh   a  iVi»i<jis«_'«|   btwiy  ; 

II  ^  re  be  sut'li  a  6iuuene*3  us  to 

dbtiuguiah  tdentitv  of  ^kt^jii.'*  She  seemt^d 
cJe-tirtMt-  nf  knowiug  more,  but  he  left  the 
(\-  .bftcuritv. 

t ions',  he  observed,  ^^Atotaldis- 

iti  i!)  adverse  to  the  opinrnD  of  the 

the  soul  between  death  and  the 

1.  i  simplj-  ift,  whether  de- 

|i  '•  the  jMiwer  of  inakiiig 

(li  !' HIS  :  u  man  who  thinks 

li  HI  only  Jjet'onvinced 

li  .  '  iJ[  not  convince  ano- 

iivictlon,  if  nttionaU  must  be 

told  fiomething  which  cannot 

bo  kiKtMrn  luit  bv  Mupt-niaturul  means." 

f  b'  mentioni^d  a  tiling  in^  not  uufrequent,,  of 

Maid  ncvtr  heard  before,— bein;*  t'oi/i'd!, 

Iieuring  oh/m  tyuue  pronoiiL«'eil  by  the 

t  of  »  known  fM'r*on  at  tt  great  distance, 

beyond  the  possibility  of  being  reiiebed  bj 

wound    ultcnd  by   hmnan  organs,     *^An 

iiuinlMHt  L%  on  whose  vcnieity  I  can  depend, 

}j  T>...   »tv„f  wiilkinjirl''*"^'- "'^"  ''i '^ning  toKil- 

heiird  liiir  ir<iin  a  wood, 

;  (•  of  a  bi"  '  had  gone  to 

a:  and  the  next  packet  brought  accounts 

brotht!r*«  death.*   AIuclu'iwi  !i*aerte<l  that 

ti»»^  in».'.xplirnble  cnlhtii^  waa  li  thing  very  well 

kiuiwn.     l)r.  •Johnsu>n  stti<!,  ilmt  one  dav  at 

onl»  tid  h(»  was  turning  the  key  of  his  ehnnj- 

h**  h»*:ird  hi?<  ftiotiiiT  di^itinctlv  eall — Sawu 

ri  at  Liehfn-ld;  but  n   i  '<•<!* 

'i  tt^non  is  I  think,  ai^  m 

Ui  vStl'TiODSl    fitCt^  whlili    iii-ijn    |)<  ujile 

M  >v  to  believt%  or  Tather^  imlee<l,  re- 

j.  '' -^ipnato  I'ontt'mnt. 

r  tbio,  DfMHi  n'\n  making  a  re- 
!♦  _     ijH  d  my  utiention,  Mr*.  Wil- 

li Irs,  Uall  were  both  together  striv- 

ii\  vur    him.       Ue   grrew   angry,    and 

cjni"*!  oui  loudly,  "Nay,  when  vou  both  sneak 
at  'ifTtf*,  it  i?  itnolenihle/'  Hut  checking  nim- 
»!•  -iud,  "  This  one  may  »ay, 

il  "     Then  he  brightened 

iiji'i  piy  hiiiiiiiur,  jitid  addressed  them  in  the 
wifrds  of  one  oi'  tlie  gong?  in  "The  liejLTi^JJir'iJ 


tvaat  A  dmo  tb«re*«  no  mortal  can  bear/ 


imagined.     The  contrast   b^^lv. 

Polly,  and  Lucv —  and  Dr.  S.i: 

blind»  peevish  Airs.  Williaius,  nuy\  it:m,  i.mii. 

prt'3i(>b>ng  MfH.  Hall,  watf  exquif^ite. 

I  -f.l.    iivay  toCoathuiakerji'-li  ••'    '^^1  h^^ard 
I  tt'Xt  of  which  wu  I  dis- 

'  lj  greJit  decency^  af-  iilU- 

gence,  by  several  speakers.  There  wa«  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  ajs  to  the  appearanee  of 
ebostfl  in  modem  time»,  thou|;h  tne  argitment 
for  it,  eupjjorted  by  Mr.  Addij?on'«  anthority, 
preponderated.     The  inin*  i  <Je- 

nate  waa  embarrassed  by  tl  onto 

Imving;  been  said  to  rise,  ana  tvv  in  •  juc^iJon 
what  became  of  thera  afterwarvls  : — oid  ih.  v 
return  again  to  their  graves?  or  were  ff 
traiiBlated  to  heaven  't  Only  one  evan  j 
mentions  the  fact  (Matthew*  xxvii.  J52,  i  ,, 
and  the  eominentatorfl  whom  I  have  looked  at 
do  not  make  the  passage  cletir.  There  ia, 
however,  no  occasion  for  our  understanding  it 
farther  tlmu  to  know  that  it  was  one  of  tlie  ex- 
traordiniu-y  manifestations  of  divine  power 
which  accompanied  the  most  important  event 
that  erer  happened. 


ij<i  1,  **  are  you  iroin?  to  turn     v\    -    Ah--  U;iiiii:i:i  aI>i.,  vNim  lived  with  her, 

1?"     There  was  somethin^j  aa    iini  *vl...(u -in   «  all.  d  Ini   i.hn[4;iin  ;  Mre.  Bom* 

plciUJiiiUy  lutiierous  ill  lliii  scene  ■»  can  be    cawen,    Mrs.   Elisabeth  Carti^r,    Sir  Joshua 
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iJiunrr  at  Mr  a.  ftttrrick't.  —  Mtt»  Hunwin  Mor*.^ 
Afudf/w's  "  SrrmnH4*''  —  vf  Pnntrt't  Divil,  ^ 
Qmdftlhn.  —  Lrttrt^writing,  —  BU  FUhL  — 
Oratory,  —  Etwuflfrk't  I.tbrary.  —  EngtUh  Str- 
mont,  — i-  Uluf-SttHriiin^  CMf  —  Mi^t  Afonektim, 

—  TatkiH^  fur  fh'tory,  —  j(  Cui  Bonn  Mnm,  — 
>*  Iltfuic  EpittlU" — L<frd  Cartitlr't  /VroJ.  — 
Dr.  Barnard.  —  **  Of  7bfy  nnd  tfhig,"  ^  fhti 
la  ffrivyn.  —  Dr.  }aH»g.  —  Trukltnff  to  lmprf4- 
9Um9,  *-   Original  Sin,'—   ^  ■•     '     '  »....,. 

Wraith,  — Mrmory  anri  h' 
A  pretty  U\,iniih.  —  Thr, 
BtwUy.  —  JohnKHt't  Iharik'itroom.  —Dr,  i'tUun, 

—  I'ittt  to  Aafibvurnr  and  Lich^M, 

Om  Friday,  April  20*,  I  spent  with  him  on*  of 
the  haj>pient  day*  that  I  remember  to  have  en* 
j(ive«l   in  the   whole  eourse  of  my  life.     Mrs 
(iarrirk,  whose  grii^f  for  the  Ioiku  of  her  liwiib*UKl 
was,  I  believe,  as  Bineere  as  wounded  alfeetion 

!l»,.l    >.ilt.wl-iii;<,l>    <M.ll1.1      I.I'.mIu.  .%      il.f1      lIlU     llil>, 


V  rrcun  in  ihi|»  volume,  tl»  |  lond  of  **••  ' 


TW  «itltiuf  lit  lltu   Mtnk   ttA« 


.lly  [  Cuomn.  1*47. 
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Reynolds,  Dr.  Bumey,  Dr.  Johnson,  and  my- 
self. We  found  ourselves  very  elegantly  en- 
tertained at  her  house  in  the  Adelphi,  where  I 
have  passed  many  a  pleasing  hour  with  him 
^*  who  gladdened  life.*'  She  looked  well,  talked 
of  her  nusband  with  complacency,  and  while 
she  cast  her  eyes  on  his  portrait,  which  hung 
over  the  chimney-piece,  said,  that  "  death  was 
now  the  most  agreeable  object  to  her."  The 
very  semblance  of  David  Garrick  was  cheer- 
ing. Mr.  Beauclerk,  with  happy  propriety, 
inscribed  under  that  fine  portrait  of  him,  which 
by  Lady  Diana's  kindness  is  now  the  property 
of  my  friend  Mr.  Langton,  the  following  pas- 
sage from  his  beloved  Shakspeare : 


A  merrier  man, 


Within  the  limit  of  becoming  mirth, 
I  never  spent  an  hour's  talk  withal. 
His  eye  begets  occasion  for  his  wit ; 
For  every  object  that  the  one  doth  catch 
The  other  turns  to  a  mirth-moving  jest ; 
Which  his  fair  tongue  (  Conceit's  expositor) 
Delivers  in  such  apt  and  gracious  words, 
lliat  aged  ears  play  truant  at  his  tales. 
And  younger  hearings  arc  quite  ravished; 
So  sweet  and  voluble  is  his  discourse."^ 

We  were  all  in  fine  spirits ;  and  I  whispered 
to  Mrs.  Boscawen,  "  I  believe  this  is  as  much 
as  can  be  made  of  life."*  In  addition  to  a  splen- 
did entertainment,  we  were  recaled  with  Lich- 
field ale,  which  had  a  peculiar  appropriate 
value.  Sir  Joshua,  and  Dr.  Burney,  and  I 
drank  cordially  of  it  to  Dr.  Johnson's  health  ; 
and  though  he  would  not  join  us,  he  as  cor- 
dially answered,  "  Gentlemen,  I  wish  you  all 
as  well  as  you  do  me." 

The  general  effect  of  this  day  dwells  upon 
my  mind  in  fond  remembrance ;  but  I  do  not 
find  much  conversation  recorded.  "What  I  have 
preserved  shall  be  faithfully  given. 

One  of  the  company  mentioned  Mr.  Thomas 
Hollis,  the  strenuous  Whig,  who  used  to  send 
over  Europe  presents  of  democratical  books, 
with  their  boards  stamped  with  daggers  and 
caps  of  liberty.  Mrs.  Carter  said,  "He  was  a 
bad  man :  he  used  to  talk  uncharitably." 
Johnson.  "Poh!  poh!  Madam;  who  is  the 
worse  for  being  talked  of  very  uncharitably  P 
Besides,  he  was  a  dull  poor  creature  as  ever 
lived  :  and  I  believe  he  would  not  have  done 
harm  to  a  man  whom  he  knew  to  be  of  very 
opposite  principles  to  his  own.     I  remember 


1  Rosiiline't  character  of  Blron.  Love's  Labour's  Lost, 
act  2.  *c.  I.  —  Ckorrr. 

3  Boswell  wa«  right :  four  other  such  women  or  stich 
men,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  collect.  Hanoah 
More  give*  two  anecdotes  only  of  thl«  day,  neither  men- 
tioned by  Boiwell.  *'  Johnson  was  in  full  aong.  and  I  quar- 
relled with  him  sadly.  1  accused  him  of  not  having  done 
Justice  to  the  '  Aikgro'  and  'PrnMeroso.*  He  spoke  dii- 
paragingly  of  both.  I  praised  Lucidat,  which  he  absolutely 
abused,  adding,  that  if  Milton  had  not  written  Paradise  Lost 
he  would  have  onlv  ranked  among  the  minor  poets.  He  was 
a  Phidias  that  could  rut  a  Colossus  out  of  a  rock,  but  could 
not  cut  heads  out  of  cherry  stones."  Boswell  twought  to  my 
mind  my  being  made  by  Sir  William  Forbes  the  umpire  In 
a  trial  of  skill  between  Garrick  and  Boswell,  which  could 
most  nearly  imitate  Johnson's  manner.    I  remember  I  gave 


once  at  the  Society  of  Arts,  when  a 
tisement  was  to  be  drawn  up,  he  poi 
out  as  the  man  who  could  oo  it  bea 
you  will  observe,  was  kindness  to  me. 
ever  slipt  away,  and  escaped  it." 

Mrs.  Carter  having  said  of  the  sam 
"  I  doubt  he  was  an  atheist :  *'  « 
"  I  don't  know  that     He  might,  perfa; 


become  one,  if  he  had  had  time  to  rip 
ing).      He  might    have    exiiberatea 
atheist" 


Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  praised  " 
Sermons."  Johnson.  "Mudg^'s  Sen 
good,  but  not  practical.  He  grasps  na 
than  he  can  hold ;  he  takes  more  con 
can  make  into  meal ;  he  opens  a  wide  ] 
but  it  is  so  distant,  it  is  indistinct.^ 
*  Blair's  Sermons.'  Though  the  d« 
Scotchman,  and  a  presbyterian,  an 
thing  he  should  not  be,  I  was  the  first 
them.  Such  was  my  candour"  (t 
Mas.  Boscawen.  **  Such  his  great  i 
get  the  better  of  all  your  prejudices." 
SON.  "Why,  Madam,  let  us  compo 
matter ;  let  us  ascribe  it  to  mj  cand 
his  merit." 

In  the  evening  we  had  a  large  com 
the  drawing-room ;  several  ladies,  the 
of  Killaloe  (Dr.  Barnard),  Dr.  Per 
Chamberlayne*  of  the  Treasury,  I 
Somebody  said,  the  life  of  a  mere  liter 
could  not  be  very  ent4.*rtaining.  J 
"But  it  certainly  may.  This  is  a 
which  has  been  made,  and  repeated, 
justice.  Why  should  the  life  of  a  liter 
be  less  entertaining  than  the  life  of  ai 
man  ?  Are  there  not  as  interesting  var 
such  a  life  ?  As  a  literary  life  it  may 
entertaining."  Boswell.  *'  But  it  1 
better  surely  when  it  is  diversified  wit! 
active  variety  —  such  as  his  having  | 
Jamaica ;  —  or  —  his  having  gone  to  1 
brides."    Johnson  was  not  displeased  t 

Talking  of  a  very  respectable  author, 
us  a  curious  circumstance  in  his  life 
was,  that  he  had  married  a  printer's 
Reynolds.  "A  printer's  devS,  Sir! 
thought  a  printer's  devil  was  a  creature 
black  face  and  in  rags."  Johnson.  "  "i 
But  I  suppose  he  had  her  face  washeil,  i 
clean  clothes  on  her."  Then,  lookii 
serious,  and  very  earnest     "  And  she  1 


it  for  Boswell  in  familiar  conversation,  and  for  ( 
reciting  poetry.  Mrs.  Boscawen  shone  with  her  u 
luntre."  —  Memoirs,  i.  212 — Crokbr,  1847. 

'  See  anttf  p.  671».,  a  more  favourable  opinion 

4  Edward  Chamborlaync  was.  for  a  sliort  time 
of  the  Treasury  undor  Lord  Rockingham,  an  office 
unwillinglv  accepted;  and,  overwhelmed  with  it 
responsibilities,  he.  on  the  ."ith  April.  1782.  committi 
by  throwing  himself  out  of  one  of  the  windows  of  the ' 
He  lived .%  hours,  with  iiis  understanding  dear,  arr 
ainiirs  with  great  c(M)lnoss,  did  not  reproach  hinwel 
murder,  but  expressed  contrition  tiiat  he  had  done 
with  Lord  Hockingham  on  Good  Friday  I  He  was  lb 
of  Mrs.  Kennicott.  See  Hannah  More'*  Mewsidn. 
-CiOItMi,  1847.  -iv-win. 
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dis'^'acc  him;  —  the  woman  hod  a  bottom  of 
goo<l  sense.**  The  wonl  bottom  thus  introduced  j 
was  80  ludicrous   when  contrasted  with  his 
gravity,  that  most  of  us  could  not  forbear  tit-  ' 
terinv  and  laughing ;  though  I  recollect  that  ! 
the  Bishop  of  Killaloe  kept  his  countenance  | 
with  perfect  steadiness,  while   Miss   Uannuli  ' 
More  slily  hid  her  iwe  behind  a  lady's  bacic 
who  sat  on  the  same  settee  with  her.     His 
pride  could  not  bear  that  any  expression  of  his 
should  excite  ridicule,  wiien  he  did  not  intend 
it :  he  therefore  resolved  to  assume  and  exer- 
cise despotic  power,  glanced  sternly  around, 
and  called  out  in  a  strung  tone,  "  W'liere's  the 
merriment)''*     Then  collecting   himself,   and 
looking  awful,  to  make  us  feel  how  he  could 
impose  restraint,  and  as  it  were  searching  his 
mind  for  a  still  more  ludicrous  word,  he  slowly 
pronounced,  "  I  say  the  wmnan  was  fundamtii' 
tallff  sensible ;"  as  if  he  had  said.  Hear  this  now, 
and  laugh  if  you  dare.     We  all  sat  composed 
as  at  a  funeral.  ^ 

He  and  I  walked  away  together :  we  stopped 
a  little  while  by  the  rails  of  the  Adelphi,  hH>k- 
ing  on  the  Thames,  and  I  said  to  him  with 
some  emotion,  tliat  I  was  now  thinking  of  two 
friends  we  had  lost,  who  once  lived  in  the 
buildings  behind  us,  Beaucrlerk  and  Garrick. 
**Ay,  sir,  (said  he,  ton<lerly)  and  two  such 
friends  as  cannot  be  supplied." 

For  some  time  after  tnis  day  I  di<l  not  see 
liim  very  often,  and  of  the  conversation  which 
I  did  enjoy,  [  am  sorry  to  find  I  have  preserved 
but  little.  I  wiis  at  this  time  enjiaged  in  a 
variety  of  other  matters  which  re(juired  exer- 
tion and  ajisiduity,  and  necessarily  occupied 
almost  all  my  time. 

One  <lay,  liaving  spoken  very  freely  of  those 
-•rho  were  then  in  power,  he  sai«l  to  me,  "  He- 
tween  ourselvej«.  Sir,  I  do  not  like  to  give  O])- 

r>sition  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  how  much 
disapprove  of  the  ministry."  And  when  I 
inentioned  that  Mr.  Burke  had  boasted  how 
quiet  tlie  nation  was  in  (leorge  the  Second's 
reign,  when  whigs  were  in  power,  com])arcd 
with  the  present  reign,  when  tories  governe<l ; 
—  "Why,  sir,"  said  he,  "you  are  to  consider 
that  tories  having  more  reverence  for  govern- 
ment, will  not  op|>ose  with  the  same  violence 
as  whigs,  who,  l>oing  unrestrained  by  that  prin- 
ciple, will  oppose  by  any  means." 

This  month  he  lost  n(»t  only  Mr.  Thrale,  but 
another  friend,  Mr.  William  Strahan,  junior, 
printer,  the  eldest  son  of  his  old  and  constant 
friend,  printer  to  his  Majesty. 


JOHNSON  TO  MRS.   STRAHAN. 

"  23d  April.  17<)l. 
**  Drar  Ma  ram,  —  Tlic  grief  which  I   feel  for 
the  loss  of  n  very  kind  fricn<l  is  sufficient  to  make 
mc  know  how  much  you  suffer  by  the  death  of  an 


t  Mumertiire  ci^rtainlj  morn  refined  than  thej  were.  Such 
a  icene  m  thia  could  hardly  now  occur  in  respectable  com- 
paaj.— CtoKKa. 


amiable  son  :  a  man  of  whum  I  think  it  may  be 
truly  said,  that  no  one  knew  him  who  does  not 
lament  him.  I  look  upon  myself  as  having  a  friend, 
another  friend,  taken  from  me. 

'*  Comfort,  dear  Madam,  I  would  give  you,  if  1 
could  ;  but  I  know  how  little  the  forms  of  consola- 
tion can  avail.  Let  me,  however,  counsel  you  not  to 
waste  your  health  in  unprofitable  sorrow,  but  go  to 
Bath,  and  endeavour  to  prolong  your  own  life.  But 
when  we  have  all  done  all  tliat  we  can,  one  friend 
must  in  time  lose  the  other.  I  am,  dear  Madam, 
your  most  humble  servant,  Sam.  Johnson." 

On  Tuesday,  May  8.,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
again  dining  with  him  and  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  Mr. 
Dilly's.  No  negotiation  was  now  re<{uire<l  to 
bring  them  together ;  for  Johnson  was  so  well 
satisfied  with  the  former  interview,  that  he  was 
very  glad  to  meet  Wilkes  again,  who  was  this 
day  seated  between  Dr.  Beattie  and  Dr.  John- 
wm ;  (between  Truth  '  and  Reason^  as  (icneral 
Paoli  said,  when  I  told  him  of  it.)  Wilkes. 
"I  have  l>een  thinking.  Dr.  Johnson,  that 
there  should  be  a  bill  brought  into  parliament 
that  the  controverted  elections  for  Scotland 
should  lie  tried  in  that  country,  at  their  own 
Abbey  of  lIoljTocKl-house,  and  not  here;  for 
the  consc(piencc  of  trying  them  here  is,  that 
we  have  an  inundation  of  Scotchmen,  who 
come  up  and  never  go  back  again.  Now,  here 
is  Buswell,  who  is  come  upon  the  election  for 
his  own  county,  which  will  not  last  a  fortnight.'* 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  ])€  tried  at  all;  for,  you  know,  one 
Scotchman  is  as  good  as  another.*'  Wilkes. 
"  Pray,  Boswell,  how  much  may  Imj  got  in  a 
year  by  an  advocate  at  the  Si'otch  bar?" 
BoswELL.  •*  I  believe,  two  thousand  pounds." 
Wilkes.  "  How  can  it  be  possible  to  spend 
that  money  in  Scotland ? "  Johnson.  "Why, 
Sir,  the  money  may  be  spent  in  England ;  but 
there  is  a  harder  (question.  If  one  man  in 
Scotland  gets  iK)ssession  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  what  remains  for  all  the  rest  of  the 
nation  ?  "  Wilkes.  "  Vou  know,  in  the  last 
war,  the  immense  b(K)ty  which  Thurot  carried 
off  by  the  comj)lete  plunder  of  seven  Scotch 
isles;  he  re-embark  e<l  with  three  and  sixpeure."" 
Here  again  Johnson  and  Wilkes  joined  in  ex- 
travagant sportive  raillery  upon  the  supposed 
IM>verty  of  Scotland,  which  Dr.  Beattie  and  I 
did  not  think  it  worth  our  while  to  dispute. 

The  subject  of  <piotation  l)eing  intnHluccil, 
Mr.  Wiikes  censured  it  as  i)edantry.  Johnson. 
"No,  Sir,  it  is  a  g«xid  thing;  there  is  a  com- 
munity of  mind  in  it.  Classical  (quotation  is 
the  jHirole  of  literary  men  all  over  the  worhl." 
Wilkes.  "rp<m  the  continent  they  all  quote 
the  Vulgate  Bible.  Shakspeiu-e  is  chiefly  quoteii 
here :  and  we  (juotc  also  l*oi>e,  Prior,  Butler, 
Waller,  and  sometimes  C<»wley." 

We  talked  of  letter- writing.    Johnson.  "  It 


>  In  allution  to  Dr.  Beattie's  K<«ay  on  Trmtk Cboreb. 
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is  now  become  so  much  the  fashion '  to  publish 
letters,  that,  in  order  to  avoid  it,  I  put  as  little 
into  mine  as  I  can."  Boswell.  "  Do  what  you 
will.  Sir,  you  cannot  avoid  it.  Should  you 
even  write  as  ill  as  jrou  can,  your  letters  would 
be  published  as  curiosities : 

*  Behold  a  miracle,  instead  of  wit ! 
See  two  dull  lines  with  Stanhope's  pencil  writ.'  '* 

He  gave  us  an  entertaining  account  of  Bet 
Flint,  a  woman  of  the  town,  who,  with  some 
eccentric  talents  and  much  effrontery,  forced 
herself  upon  his  acquaintance.  "  Bet, '  said  he, 
"wrote  her  own  Life  in  verse*,  which  she 
brought  to  me,  wbhing  that  I  would  furnish 
her  with  a  preface  to  it  (laughing).  I  used  to 
say  of  her,  that  she  was  generally  slut  and 
drunkard ;  occasionally  whore  and  thief.  She 
had,  however,  genteel  lodgings,  a  spinnet  on 
which  she  played,  and  a  boy  that  walked  be  • 
fore  her  chair.  Poor  Bet  was  taken  up  on  a 
charge  of  stealing  a  counterpane,  and  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey.  Chief  Justice  [Willes],  who 
loved  a  wench,  summed  up  favourably,  and  she 
was  acquitted.^  After  wiiich,  Bet  said,  with  a 
gay  and  satisfied  air, '  Now  that  the  counter- 
pane is  my  owjiy  I  shall  make  a  petticoat  of  it."* 

Talking  of  oratoir*  Mr.  Wilkes  described  it 
as  accompanied  with  all  the  charms  of  i)oetical 
expression.  Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  oratory  is 
the  power  of  beating  down  your  adversary's 
arguments,  and  putting  better  in  their  place." 
"VN^LKES.  "  But  this  does  not  move  the  pas- 
sions." Johnson.  "  He  must  be  a  weak  man 
who  is  to  be  so  moved."  Wilkes  (naming  a 
celebrated  orator).  **  Amidst  all  the  brilliancy 
of  [Burke's]  ima^rination,  and  the  exuberance 
of  his  wit,  there  is  a  strange  want  of  taste.  It 
was  observed  of  Apelles's  Venus*,  that  her 
flesh  seemed  as  if  she  had  been  nourished  by 
roses :  his  oratory  would  sometimes  make  one 


I  It  had  bren  long  growing  into  a  faihion.  Doctor  Arbuth- 
not  had,  TiO  yeart  before,  called  the  publication  of  poithumotu 
letter*.  "  a  new  terror  qf  death  "— CuoxvM,  1847. 

3  Johnion,  whose  memorjr  was  wonderfully  retentive,  re- 
membered the  Artt  four  lines  of  this  curious  production, 
which  hare  been  communicated  to  me  by  a  young  lady  of  his 
acquaintance :  — > 

"  When  first  1  drew  my  rital  breath. 
A  little  minikin  I  came  upon  earth  ; 
And  then  1  rame  from  a  dark  abode. 
Into  this  gay  and  gaudy  world."  —  BoswitL. 

3  Johnson  was  here  guilty,  not  merely  of  coarseneu,  but, 
it  seems,  of  scandal ;  for  James  Boswell.  Junior,  ascertained 
from  the  Sessions  paper  that  Bet  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey 
in  September,  17M,  not  by  the  Chief  Justice  here  alluded  to, 
but  before  Sir  William  Moreton.  recorder;  and  she  was 
acquitted  not  in  consequence  of  any  farourable  summing  up 
of  the  Judge,  but  because  the  proseoitrix  could  not  prove 
that  the  goods  charged  to  have  been  stolen  were  her  property. 
—  Malonb. 

<  This  story  and  two  or  three  others  of  tho  same  stamp 
are  wretchedly  told  in  Madam  D'Arbiay'$  Memoir$,  I.  88. 
Hut  one  is  rendy  enough  to  join  in  the  exclamation  she  at- 
tributed to  Mrs.  Thrale,  "  Bless  me.  Sir,  how  can  all  thea« 
vagabonds  contrive  to  get  at  you,  of  all  people  ?  "  —  Crokbb, 
IH47. 

>  Mr.  Wilkes  mistook  the  objection  of  Euphranor  to  the 
Theseus  of  Parrhaslus  for  a  description  of  the  Venus  of 
Apelles.  Vide  Plutarch.  "  Belione  an  pace  clariores  Athe- 
nienies."— Kbabney.  "Euphranor.  comparing  his  own 
representation  of  Theseus  with  that  by  Parrhasius.  aald  that 
the  latter  looked  as  if  the  hero  had  been  fed  on  rofct,  but 


suspect  that  he  eats  potatoes  and  drink 
key." 

Mr.  Wilkes  observed,  how  tenacious  i 
of  forms  in  this  countrj;  and  gave 
instance,  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Coi 
for  remitting  money  to  paj  the  army  in 
rica  in  Portugal^  pieces,  when,  in  t 
the  remittance  is  niade  not  in  Po 
money,  but  in  our  specie.  Johitson.  "  I 
not  a  law.  Sir,  against  exporting  the  c 
coin  of  the  realm?"  Wu^ksb.  ♦' Yef 
but  might  not  the  House  of  Commons,  i 
of  real  evident  necessity,  order  our  own  c 
coin  to  be  sent  into  our  own  colonies  P" 
Johnson,  with  that  quickness  of  recoU 
which  distinguished  him  so  eminently,  gi 
Middlesex  patriot  an  admirable  retort 
his  own  ground.  **  Sure,  Sir,  you  don't 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  eq 
the  law  of  the  land.  Wilkes  (at  once  pe 
ing  the  application).  »*  God  forbid,  S 
To  hear  what  had  been  treated  with 
violence  in  "  The  False  Alarm  '*  now  t 
into  pleasant  repartee,  was  extremely  agrc 
Johnson  went  on: — "Locke  observes 
that  a  prohibition  to  export  the  current 
is  impolitic;  for  when  the  balance  of 
happens  to  be  against  a  state,  the  curren 
must  be  exported." 

Mr.  Beauclerk's  great  library  was  this  i 
sold  in  London  by  auction.  Mr.  Wilkes 
he  wondered  to  find  in  it  such  a  numeroi 
lection  of  sermons :  seeming  to  think  it  st 
that  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Beauclerk's  ehs 
in  the  gay  world  should  have  chosen  t<i 
many  compositions  of  that  kind.  Joe 
"  Why,  Sir,  you  are  to  consider,  that  w 
make  a  considerable  branch  of  Englisl 
rature  ;  so  that  a  library  must  be  very  i 
feet  if  it  has  not  a  numerous  collecti 
sermons  ^ :  and  in  all  collections.  Sir,  the 


that  his  showed  that  he  had  lived  on  he^f."    Pl^.  X 
p.  Wt.  —  CaoKXR. 

B  Mr.  Wilkes  probably  did  not  know  that  there  i 
Rnslith  sermon  the  most  comprehensive  and  lively 
of  that  entertaining  faculty  for  which  he  himself  was  i 
admired.  It  is  in  Dr.  Barrow's  first  volume,  and  foe 
sermon,  "  Against  foolish  Talking  and  Jesting." 
arauaintance.  the  late  Corbvn  Morria,  In  his"  in 
"  Kssay  on  Wit,  Humour,  and  Ridicule,**  calls  it  **  a 
description  of  « it ; "  but  I  do  not  lee  how  it 
tailed,  without  leaving  out  some  good  cirrumL 
crimination.  As  it  is  not  generally  known,  and  _ 
di»Dose  some  to  read  sermons,  from  which  ther  mar 
real  advantAge,  while  looking  ouly  for  entertainointt 
here  subjoin  it 

"  But  fir»t  (says  the  learned  preacher)  it  may  be4ei 
what  the  thing  we  speak  of  i»  ?  Or  what  this  farcti 
(or  wit,  as  he  calls  it  before)  doth  import  ?  To  whic 
tlons  I  might  reply,  as  Democritus  did  to  him  chat  as 
dpflnition  of  a  man, '  'Tis  that  which  we  all  see  and 
Any  one  t)etter  apprehends  what  it  Is  t^  acq«iainCaii 
I  can  inform  him  hr  description.  It  is.  Indeed,  a  t 
versatile  and  multiform,  appearing  in  so  manr  abt 
many  postures,  «o  many  garbs,  so  variously  anprehec 
several  eves  and  Judgments,  that  it  seemcth  nu  lets 
settle  a  clear  and  ceruin  notion  thereof,  than  to  mafct 
trail  of  I'ruteuK,  or  to  define  the  figure  of  the  Sect 
Sometimes  it  lieth  in  pat  allusion  to  a  known  stan 
seasonable  application  of  a  trivia]  saying,  or  in  Ibri 
apposite  Ule ;  sometimes  it  playeth  in  words  and  b 
taking  advantage  from  the  ambiguity  of  tbelr  sense 
afllnity  of  their  sound :  sometimes  it  is  wrapt  in  a 
humoroua  expression:  s<mietim«s  it  lurkcth 
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OratifTtiipntiinT  tTi»Ttri  otjiws  y^roiKrrir  m  twriDnr* 
tlDi  n 

Uil  I  I  .    .   r    ■     y     ;.';;, 

lie^idc'H,  Sir/'  Ux^tking  at  Air,  Wilkeeii  with  a 
|)ljM.Mil  but  si;fni(it'a»t  biuIIo,  **  n  rn^irt  ntny  oolkM-t 
•ermons  with  intention  o\  t  ^K.'m*r 

by  them.     I  hope  Mr.  J-  *i  (Lit 

momv  time  or  oilier  llial  slnjiil'l  bv  lUe  case 
with  him/* 

Mr,  Wilkes  Bsiid  to  me,  loud  cnougU  for  Dr. 
JftliKvOfi  tt»  Imur,  '^  Dr.  Jnlmsnn  shmilrl  maki* 
inc  ft  present  of  hij*  '  I/ive.s  of  the  PoeL*,'  as  1 
jLiii  a  [)cK»r  putriot,  irho  ctiiiiiot  ailbrd  to  buy 
liieui.'  Jofifiwjij  Meemed  lo  t4ike  no  notjct?  of 
iIjI^  hint ;  but  in  a  Uttlc  while  he  called  to  Mr. 
Pilly,  "  Pray,  Sir*  hn  so  good  ns  to  send  n  set 
of  my  Live3  lo  Mr.  Wilkes,  with  my  fonipli- 
jUirfiUi^**  This  Wft5  accordinijly  done ;  and  Mi\ 
Wilkca  paid  Dr.  .TohnMn  n  visit,,  was  cour- 
lcoii>dy  rt'coived,  and  sat  with  him  u  long  time. 
I"  I  idtisUIy  dn>[>pt_'d  away.    Air. 

Dil  called   down    8tair»  upon 

bunoM-.^,  i  irn  iti«'  room  for  some  time;  when 
1  n.'lururrtl,  I  wjw  stnu-k  with  obsening  Dr. 
S:i!T>'  '  T.!..,st>n  and  »lnlm  Wilkes,  Esq,  Htc- 
ra.r  /'  ;   for  tbey  were  reclined  upon 

til'-!:      ,   ivilh   ilu'ir  heads  leaniug  almost 

cicM«  Uj  viu-h  iitKer,  and  talking  earne^itly^  in  a 
kind  of  ronfuk-ntial  whisper,  of  the  f»ersonal 
nuttrrel  b»^twet'ri  (ie^rj^e  the  Second  and  the 
Kin;*  of  Pr!)v«;;t  Sm.h  a  scene  of  perfectly 
'cu  two  such  opponents  in 
i  rontroTersy,  as  tliat  which 
would  have  been  an  ejccellent 
.  pictnre.  It  jiresenitxi  to  my 
'  vs  which  are  foretold  in  the 
Lion  iihall  lie  down  with  the 

i&t  this  day  there  wjii  another  protty  long 

during  which  Dr.  .lohnson  and  I  did 

_,.     When  I  mentioned  it  to  him  with 

he  waji  pleaded  to  sav,  **  Tlicn,  Sir,  let 

dtmblc/ 

It  ihi"*  lime  rt  wrt«  much  the  fn-fhlon  for 
H-i  -  where 

I'^atiitn 
riu'y  iuid  lu^cui-juii  lueu,  imuuatod  by 


ih«*  war 


a  desire  to  fih'iivi'.  Hir*,^'  <tN>ietW  wtT«  d«*ni>- 
minated    /i  'rt;    the  oriji^'In    of 

whirh  title  i  .  n^,  it  may  be  WfUlh 

while  to  relate  it.  One  of  the  m*M  eminent 
meinl»ei"8  of  tlnwe  so<ielira,  when  rhey  firnl 
commencwl,  was  Mr,  Stilliui»11ect^  whose  <lrew 
wua  remarkably  gruve,  and  m  particular  it  was 
obaerveii  that  h».i  wore  IjIuc  MfH^kingn.  Such 
was  the  cxeelUmce  of  his  conversation,  thai 
Ins  ab^eni*e  was  felt  m  so  great  ;  '  **  it  it 
used  to  be  said,  **  W^e  can  tU*  n*  mI 

the  biue  atochngx;  antl  thus  bv  -.v-,..^  the 
title  was  e^lublit»he<l.  Mina  Hannah  More  hax 
admirably  de^cribicd  a  IMuf-Kfockinf^  Cluh  iu 
her  •*  BitM  Bleu"  a  [K>em  in  whi«»h  niiiny  of  the 
persons  who  were  most  conspicuous  there  jir<' 
mentmned 

Johueou  WAft  prevailed  with  in  como  koi 
time5  info  these  circles,   and   did   not  iJouL 
htniMelf  ltH3   grave  even   for  the  lively    Mijcs 
Moneklon'  (now  C'ounteMi  of  Cork),  who  ujted 
to  have  the  fine-.<t  tnt  of  him  ni  the  \\omv  of  her 
ii,   -'        '     Ivljidwny.    Her  vivacity  enchanted 
II  I  they  u>ted  to  talk  to^'cther  with 

ali  ......^-.  .♦.^le  ease,     \  -:- •'■■it'-  ius-tanr-e  h.ip- 

pen*H]  one  evening,  wl  ti>d  that  «>njc 

of  Steriie'»  writing* w-ji.  ^  .  ihetie     John- 

S4in  bluntly  denied  it*  "  i  am  sure,'"  naid  t<he, 
"  they  have  alTccttMi  me."  **  Whv,"said  John- 
»<jn,  i«miling  and  rolling  himsielf  alxmu  "that  ii^ 
because,  dearest,  yonVe  a  <lu«ce,"  When  -he 
some  time  afterwards  mentioned  thiw  to  him, 
he  «aid,  with  eijual  truth  and  politeness,  *'  Ma- 
dan^  if  I  had  thought  so^  I  LM^rtainty  Ehouhl 
not  have  flaid  it/' 

Another  evenii      '  '        n's  kind  indulgenen 
towartls  me  hud  iHoult  trial.     I  had 

dined  at  the  Dio.^  -.  <.».mlro4ie*s  with  a  very 
R^reeable  party;  and  hL»  grace,  uicor^ilrijj;  trt 
hi«(  usual  custom,  hud  circuliit'-l  tli"  bottle 
very  freelv.     Lord  Grciham  and  I  Ikt 

to  AltxK  Monckton'»,  wheiv  t  t(  ■  >  in 

extraoniin-'try  si»irit*,  and  al>ove  ali  ieiir  or  awe. 
In  the  midst  ot  a  jirreat  nuud>er  of  per«on»  of 
the  firt«t  nuik,  amon«;Ht  whom  1  •  m  ith 

confusion,  a  noble  hidy  of  the  li  l-:- 

contni,  1  placed  niy!<elf  ne^tt  Co  J'hu-ou,  and 


:   n-it. 


I  rt,  aathor  of  Imta  tflaiinf  la 


690 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


thinking  myself  now  fuUj  his  match,  talked  to 
him  in  a  loud  and  boisterous  manner,  desirous 
to  let  the  company  know  how  I  could  contend 
with  Ajax.  I  particularly  remember  pressing 
him  upon  the  value  of  the  pleasures  of  the  ima- 
gination, and,  as  an  illustration  of  my  argu- 
ment, asking  him,   **What,  Sir,  supposing   I 

were  to  fancy  that  the (naming  the  most 

charming  duciiess  in  his  majesty's  dominions) 
were  in  love  with  me,  should  I  not  be  very 
happy  ?*'  My  friend  with  much  address  evaded 
my  interrogatories,  and  kept  me  as  quiet  as 
possible ;  but  it  may  easily  be  conceived  how 
ne  must  have  felt. '  However,  when  a  few  days 
afterwards  I  waited  upon  him  and  made  an 
apology,  he  behaved  with  the  most  friendly 
gentleness. 

While  I  remained  in  London  this  year. 
Johnson  and  I  dined  together  at  several  places. 
I  recollect  a  placid  day  at  Dr.  Butter's^,  who 
had  now  removed  from  Derby  to  Lower  Gros- 
venor  Street,  London ;  but  of  his  conversation 
on  that  and  other  occasions  during  thb  period 
I  neglected  to  keep  any  regular  record,  and 
shall  therefore  insert  here  some  miscellaneous 
articles  which  I  find  in  my  Johnsonian  notes. 

His  disorderly  habits,  when  "  making  pro- 
vision for  the  day  that  was  passing  over  him," 
appear  from  the  following  anecdote,  communi- 
cated to  me  by  Mr.  John  Nichols :  "  In  the 
year  1763  a  young  bookseller,  who  was  an  ap- 
prentice to  Mr.  Whiston,  waited  on  him  with 
a  subscription  to  his  *  Shakspeare  ;*  and  observ- 
ing that  the  doctor  made  no  entry  in  any  book 
of  the  subscriber's  name,  ventured  diffidently 
to  ask  whether  he  would  please  to  have  the 
gentleman's  address,  that  it  might  be  properly 
inserted  in  the  printed  list  of  subscribers.  ''1  shall 
print  no  list  of  subscribers^'  said  Johnson,  with 
great  abruptness ;  but  almost  immediately  re- 
collecting nimself,  added,  very  complacently, 
*  Sir,  I  have  two  very  cogent  reasons  for  not 

I  minting  any  list  of  subscribers :  one,  that  I 
lave  lost  all  the  names ;  the  other,  that  I  have 
s^K^nt  all  the  money." 

Johnson  could  not  brook  appearing  to  be 
worsted  in  argument,  even  when  he  had  taken 
the  wrong  side,  to  show  the  force  and  dexterity 
of  his  talents.  When,  therefore,  he  perceived 
that  his  opponent  gained  ground,  he  had  re- 
course to  some  sudden  mode  of  robust  sophistry. 


I  NpxI  (lay  1  endpavnurfHt  to  (live  what  had  happened  the 
i     most  ingciiiuut  turn  I  could  by  the  following  veries : 

TO  TR*  IIONOriUBLB  MUa  MONCKTON. 

Not  that  with  th'  pxrcUent  Montrose 

1  hud  the  hapnincta  to  dine  ; 
Not  that  1  late  from  tabli'  rote. 

From  (iraham'a  wit,  from  gcneroui  wine. 

It  was  not  thc«o  alone  which  led 

On  sacred  manners  to  encroach ; 
And  made  me  feel  what  m(»«t  I  dread, 

Johnson's  Juit  frown,  and  self-reproach. 

But  when  1  eitter'd,  not  aluuh'd. 

From  yonr  bright  eyes  were  shot  such  raju 
At  once  intoxication  flaah'd. 


And  all  my  frame  was  in  a  blaze  1 


Once  when  I  was  pressing  upon  him  « 
sible  advantage,  he  stopped  me  thus: 
dear  Boswell,  let's  have  no  more  of  this 
make  nothing  of  it.  Td  rather  hare  jou 
!  a  Scotch  tune." 

Care,  however,  must  be  taken  to  dist 
between  Johnson  when  he  **  talked  for  r 
and  Johnson  when  he  had  no  desire 
inform  and  illustrate.  *'  One  of  Jo 
principal  talents,"  says  an  eminent  fr 
nis,  "  was  shown  in  maintaining  the  wro 
of  an  argument,  and  in  a  splendid  perve 
the  trum.  W  you  could  contrive  to  h 
fair  opinion  on  a  subject,  and  without  a 
from  personal  prejudice,  or  from  a  wisl 
victorious  in  argument,  it  was  wisdon 
not  only  convincing,  but  overpowering.' 

He  had,  however,  all  his  life  habituau 
self  to  consider  conversation  as  a  trial  oi 
lectual  vigour  and  skill ;  and  to  this,  ] 
we  may  venture  to  ascribe  that  uner 
richness  and  brilliancy  which  appeared 
own.  As  a  proof  at  once  of  his  eagem 
colloquial  distinction,  and  liis  hich  no 
this  eminent  friend  ^  he  once  acldressi 

thus :  " ,  we  now  have  been  severa 

together,  and  you  have  said  but  one  th 
which  I  envie<i  you." 

He  disliked  much  all  speculative  dcsp 
considerations,  which  tended  to  di8ooura< 
from  diligence  and  exertion.  He  was 
like  Dr.  Shaw,  the  great  traveller,  wh 
Daincs  Rarrington  told  me,  usetl  to  » 
hate  a  cut  bono  man."  Upon  being  asl 
a  friend  what  he  should  think  of  a  mt 
was  apt  to  say  non  esttanti ;  **  That  he's  a 
fellow,  Sir,"  answered  Johnson.  *'  What 
these  taitti  men  be  doing  the  while?" 
I,  in  a  low-spirited  fit,  was  talking  to  hii 
indifTerence  of  the  pursuits  which  gei 
engage  us  in  a  course  of  action,  and  mq 
a  reason  for  taking  so  much  trouble ;  ' 
said  he,  in  an  animated  tone,  "  it  is  driv 
the  system  of  life." 

He  told  me  that  he  was  glad  that  I  hi 
General  Odcthorpe's  means,  become  acqu 
with  Dr.  Shebbearc.  Indeeil  that  gentl 
whatever  objections  were  made  to  hin 
knowledge  and  abilities  much  above  th< 
of  ordinary  writers,  and  deserves  to  be  n 
bered  as  a   respectable  name    in   liter 


But  not  a  brilliant  bUze,  I  own  ; 

Of  tlie  dull  smoke  I'm  yet  aahamed  • 
I  was  a  drearr  ruin  grown,  ' 

And  not  enlighten'd,  though  inflamed. 

Victim  at  once  to  wine  and  lore, 

I  hope,  Maria,  you'll  forglre  ; 
While  I  iuvolte  the  powers  above. 

That  henceforth  I  may  wt«er  lire. 

The  lady  was  generously  forgiving,  returned  me  an  e 
answer,  and  I  thus  oi)ialnc<i  an  actqf  obtipiom  and  tA 
never  to  ofTend  again.  —  Boswell.  '  ^^ 

«  Seeau/^.  p.  MO.  _C. 

3  The  Right  Hon.  William  Gerrard  Hamilton  —  II 
It  aeemi  an  odd  way  of  e.\preHing  a  high  noclun  ofa 
man's  convertation.  to  %ax  that  "  Tn  leTeral  houra  Im  h 
but  one  good  thing."  — Cbocer.  ■•'»«•«■■ 
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■r  bis  biliriii'uLlc  •'  L' 
n,"  under  tin;  iiume  * 


Jolirifon  and  Shcbb^ore'  were  ffeqaentlj 
Tuuncd  t        '  i  -  t.  _  -jj  fonimr  reigns 

had  no  |  nily  of  IlHiiover, 

The  ttutli >  ^.v. ......  ii   '  ll«'ini«*  EjiisUr 

to  Sir  VVilliiiui  Cbttinbrrs"  inlrodiiced  them 
in  WW  lino  [p,  *i04.  t».  4.]»  in  a  ILit  ol'  tliose 
*'  who  Ui«tcd  tlio  ><wiM«f*t  (tl  hii4  jjrewjnt  T«ajc*ty"H 
rcigTi,'*  Such  WAS  Johnson's  ciUidid  rtdish  of 
thd  tni'tit  of  that  sikliru,  that  h«  lUlowod  Dr. 
CoM^mifh,  n^  he  t^»ld  ni",  loreiid  il  lo  hiui  frum 
br*.'  ndf  and  did  not  refuse  hu  priiisc 

to  I-  -ti.' 

Ij'«l  i-LMifti  rould  f^omctimes  take  ;i  u«* 

lllKTlii'*    with    hliriT    ami    ese«jK? 


.1. 

11  int',  iLut  when  Goldhnmn  Luuf-d 

of  for   hnvin:?   u  tlilrd    iht-Htre    in 

'  dtr  tht'  ^^hilMtioli  of  new  |>htyi^ 

liver  Authore  from  the  supposed 

,  musfrr*,  Johnson  treiUod  it  slight- 

knsiyi  ujwtj  whiih  Guldymilh  said,  "  Ay,  aVi 
lht»  mny  h*>  niithln^  to  yoii^  who  can  now 
ihchor  voursi'If  Ix'hiiid  the  corner  of  u  pension  ;*' 
nnd  Jffinynn  hnr^  tjils  with  good  humour. 

if>4'  ICur)  orCjirllxU''h  iK>em^*, 

J   ha<i    publljihcd    with    his 

UiiiULV,  iii  ji  t  *Jl;^■lJini^g  to  he  a  rnndidnte  for 

ItlcTUTY  fiitne,     My  friend  was  of  opinion  that 

'  r.iun  of  r»uk  iipjH'Hred  In  Ih  ■    '  '  r, 

vM  to  havo  \\i^  morit  hu  1- 

1.      In  this  I  tiiink  he  wii>  d 

Air.  NVilliani  Whitehead,  in  I 

era,"'  in  whirh,  under  I 

ior  tfiils,  demanding  all  tla-ir  rare,"  h<? 

fvt?T»  a  jealousy  of  the  gri-ut  jmyiug  their 

to  th«  Mu»»?* ;  — 

■ to  i}u-  H 

Wtio  dar.  ijt  aid  afford  ; 

Thrnr  flxii.  «  .,  wiih  Itonourt  due 

Jt;  — but  iic  ih)ii-il  wimt  llii'y  record* '* 

<>n  h.iil  rill.il  twitM*  on  the  Bishop  of 

I  lip  sot  out  for  Ireland, 

II  i-il  linir,     Ilusaid,  ♦*  ft 

huv*    ioiUj^  hi-,iV)   on  my  heart  if  I  hsui 

lictfn  him-     No  mun  ever  paid  more  aUoU' 

lo  onother  than  bt*  ha-  ditne  to  loe ;  and 

kv«?  nMM|l«*i:ti.H!  him,  not  will'ully,  Iml  from 


liriiin  iilherwisc  in.cuj/icd.  Always,  Sir,  Mtt 
u  high  vuliji*  on  spontaneous  kindness.,  lie 
whoso         ■  -    hiui    to    I       ' 

ymir  1  cor*!,  wili 

more;  tium  mu;  iiiioiu  \uu  huV«  b«*cn  m  irAmz 
to  ultacb  lo  you-'* 

This  guvc  jrK^  V4_'ry  gTeftt  ptra*'!-"  <■  '  th<rrc 
had   bet-n  once  a  pretty  smart   i  bo* 

twecn   Dr.  Hiirutird  unt\  hiui,  u^i  ,         on, 

whcthiT  »  man  could  improve  himaf^lt  attorthR 
a^c  of  forty-five  i  when  Johnson  in  II  htt&ty 
humour  i*jt pressed  hinHelf  tn  tk  nmnuMr  not 
quite  civU.  Dr.  BjiruArd  mndc  it  the  *.ubjiTt 
of  A  cojij  of  pleasftnt  verses,  in  which  he  sup- 
posed himseli"  to  learn  din'erent  perfection* 
from  dirterenl  men.  They  t*oncludetl  with  do- 
licute  irony  * : 

m  thrill  teach  me  Imw  lo  plitcw 
I"-      rite, 

Cop: 

Ami.  lrf>  ...^  ^,,i.,v..  .J.  .,i^  file. 

Grow,  Uk«  hitnueir,  polite.** 

I  know  not  whether  Johnson  ever  saw  thu 
poem,  but  1  ha<l  orewsion  to  lind  th;4t»  a»  Dr. 
Haniard  itnd  he  knew  catb  other  better,  their 
rnuluiU  record  incrensed. 

Johnson  told  me  that  he  wjuji  once  much 
pleased  %t)  find  thut  a  carpcntCT,  who  lived 
near  him,  wa'-  vnrr  reaiiy  lo  show  him  sotne 
Uiingi!  tn  II!  which  lie  wished  to  we; 

*'  It  WHM  pi  1  he,  *'  renpetn  to  Utcra- 

turi%" 

I  asked  him  if  he  wtu  not  dhtsatiftfied  with 

'  '         ?  none  of 

I  ai-e  the 

L'  ii.i'i  >iiit\  11  L>cnsion  ot 

Why  was  lie  not  in 

^.M'i.  .Mr.i....-iMT....:  ..  i-J....-r.  L'.w-oach?    Why 

ii  i  y  JouRisiiv. 

"  _  nl'  tho    Wr  .;,]  ; 

nor  do  1  think  that  i  htive  rejison  t«j  eomjJain. 
It  is  rulhef  to  be  wtnidefcd  at  that  1  hare  90 
iimch.  My  pension  ia  more  out  of  the  usual 
course  of  thiti'*'*  tliHn  loir  jn'"(ao«^o  ihot  I  have 
kitowti.      H  '     no 

fi-iend  to  '-  '<-  * 

ri>r  tr,      I  ocn n'  >  tonilCfl 


tlirec  hundred  a 


year. 


pension  wi 
the  grvHl ; 


■r  mc ;  but  I  think  ihey 


^vtaMm^  *  liniWrowt  ^rafTMh  In  tb»  nvw«pii|irra.  tk«t     with  *h«t  fortune  hm  dfmi>  fitr  ih*m,  «nd  %H  ff^wn  tprwlir 


17.  n  M.  —  CsoKKd. 
t«rn  In  114*  ,  dl*d  In 


I  wirl) 
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now  give  me  up.  They  are  satisfied :  they  have 
seen  enough  of  me."  Upon  my  observing  that 
I  could  not  believe  this,  for  they  must  certainly 
be  highly  pleased  by  his  conversation ;  con- 
scious of  his  own  superiority,  he  answered, 
"  No,  Sir ;  great  lords  and  great  ladies  don't 
love  to  have  their  mouths  stopped."  This  was 
very  expressive  of  the  effect  wnich  the  force  of 
his  understanding  and  brilliancy  of  his  fancy 
could  not  but  produce ;  and,  to  be  sure,  they 
must  have  found  themselves  strangely  dimi- 
nished in  his  company.  When  I  warmly  de- 
clared how  happy  I  was  at  all  times  to  hear 
him,  —  "Yes,  Sir,"  said  he;  "  but  if  you  were 
lord  chancellor  it  would  not  be  so :  you  would 
then  consider  your  own  dignity." 

There  were  much  truth  and  knowledge  of 
human  nature  in  this  remark.  But  certainly 
one  should  think  that  in  whatever  elevated 
state  of  life  a  man  who  knew  the  value  of  the 
conversation  of  Johnson  might  be  placed,  though 
he  might  prudently  avoid  a  situation  in  which 
he  might  appear  lessened  by  comparison,  yet 
he  would  frequently  gratify  himself  in  private 
with  the  participation  of  the  rich  intellectual 
entertainment  which  Johnson  could  furnish. 
Strange,  however,  is  it,  to  consider  how  few  of 
the  great  sought  his  society' ;  so  that  if  one  were 
disposed  to  take  occasion  for  satire  on  that  ac- 
count, very^  consjpicuous  objects  present  them- 
selves. His  noble  friend.  Lord  Elibank,  well 
observed,  that  if  a  great  man  procured  an  in- 
terview with  Johnson,  and  did  not  wish  to  sec 
him  more,  it  showed  a  mere  idle  curiosity,  and 
a  wretched  want  of  relish  for  extraordinary 
powers  of  mind.  Mrs.  Thrale  justly  and  wittily 
accounted  for  such  conduct  by  saying,  that 
Johnson's  conversation  was  by  much  too  strong 
for  a  person  accustomed  to  obsequiousness  and 
flattery;  it  was  mustard  in  a  young  child's 
mouth! 

One  day,  when  I  told  him  that  I  was  a  zealous 
Tory,  but  not  enough  "  according  to  know- 
ledge," and  should  be  obliged  to  him  for  "  a 
reason,"  he  was  so  candid,  and  expressed  him- 
self so  well,  that  I  begged  of  him  to  repeat 
what  he  had  said,  and  I  wrote  down  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

*♦  Of  Ibry  and   Whig, 

*'  A  wise  Tory  and  a  vrlse  Whig,  I  believe,  will 
agree.  Their  principles  are  the  same,  though 
their  modes  of  thinking  are  different.  A  high  Tory 
makes  government  unintelligible;  it  is  lost  in  the 
clouds.  A  violent  Whig  makes  it  impracticable  : 
he  is  for  allowing  so  much  liberty  to  every  man, 
that  there  is  not  power  enough  to  govern  any  man. 
The  ])rejudicc  of  the  Tory  is  for  establishment,  the 
prejudice  of  the  Whig  is  for  innovation.      A  Tory 


>  See«iU<».  p.  SOI.n.3.  — C. 

'  Mr.  Barciav.  a  detcendant  of  Robort  Barclay,  of  Ury,  the 
celehratml  apologist  of  the  people  called  Quakera,  and  re- 
markable fur  maintaining  the  principles  or  his  venerable  p'-o- 
genitor,  with  as  much  of  elegance  of  modem  manoeni  as  is 
consistent  with  primitive  simplicity.  —  Ik»WKiJ« 

^  Now  Bishop  of  Llandaflr,  one  of  the  pooreit  bishoprics  in 
this  kingdum.    His  lordship  has  written  with  much  seal  to 


does  not  wish  to  give  more  real  power  to  g< 
ment ;  but  that  government  should  have  mon 
rence.  Then  they  differ  as  to  the  church. 
Tory  is  not  for  giving  more  I^al  power  • 
clergy,  but  wishes  they  should  have  a  consid 
influence,  founded  on  the  opinion  of  mankinc 
Whig  is  for  limiting  and  watching  them  ' 
narrow  jealousy." 

JOHNSON  TO  PERKINS. 

**  Junes. 
"  Sia,  —  However  often  I  have  seen  yon,  1 
hitherto  forgotten  the  note ;  but  I  have  oov 
it,  with  my  good  wishes  for  the  prosperity  c 
and  your  partner',  of  whom,  from  our  sbM* 
versation,  I  could  not  judge  otherwise  than  fi 
ably.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
'*  Sax.  Johvsc 

On  Saturday,  June  2.,  I  set  out  for 
land,  and  had  promised  to  pay  a  visit,  i 
way,  as  I  sometimes  did,  at  Southili,  in 
fordshire,  at  the  hospitable  mansion  of  S 
Dilly,  the  elder  brotner  of  my  worthy  fri 
the  booksellers,  in  the  Poultry.  Dr.  Jol 
agreed  to  be  of  the  party  this  year,  will 
Charles  Dilly  and  me,  and  toco  and  see 
Bute*s  seat  at  Luton  Hoe.  ELe  talked  lit 
us  in  the  carriage,  being  chiefly  occupl 
reading  Dr.  Watson's'  second  volume  or  *' 
mical  Essays,"  which  he  liked  very  well 
his  own  "  rrince  of  Abyssinia,'*  on  whi< 
seemed  to  be  intensely  fixed  ;  having  tol 
that  he  had  not  looked  at  it  since  it  wa 
finished.  I  happened  to  take  it  out  o 
pocket  this  day,  and  he  seized  upon  it 
avidity.  He  pointed  out  to  me  the  folic 
remarkable  passage: — 

'*  By  what  means  (said  the  prince)  ar 
Europeans  thus  powerful  ?  or  why,  since  the 
so  easily  visit  Asia  and  Africa  for  trade  or 
quest,  cannot  the  Asiatics  and  Africans  invade 
coasts,  plant  colonies  *  in  their  ports,  and  give 
to  their  natural  princes?  The  same  wind 
carried  them  back  would  bring  us  tbii 
«*  They  are  more  powerful,  Sir,  than  we  (ansi 
Imlac),  hecausc  they  are  wiser.  Knowledge 
always  predominate  over  ignorance,  as  man  go 
the  other  animals.  But  why  their  knowled 
more  than  ours,  I  know  not  what  reason  a 
given  but  the  unsearchable  will  of  the  Sut 
Being." 

He  said,  "  This,  Sir,  no  man  can  ex 
otherwise." 

We  stopped  at  Wclwin,  where  I  wi 
much  to  see,  in  company  with  Johnson,  th 
sidcnce  of  the  author  of  "  Night  Thoug 
which  was  then  possessed  by  his  son,Mr.  Yo 
Here  some  address  was  requisite,  for  I  wai 


show  the  propriety  of  equalising  the  rrvenuct  of  tab 
He  has  liiformod  u«  that  ho  has  burnt  all  his  chemical  ■ 
The  friends  of  our  excellent  constittitfon,  now  asMU 
every  side  by  innorators  and  levellers,  would  hare  Im 
gretted  the  suppression  of  some  of  hU  lordshio's 
writing*.— BoswELL.  '^ 

*  The  Pivpnicians  and  Carthaginians  did  plant  oai<B 
Europe —  Kba  aNsv. 
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gljOTinTnlnfl  TritTi  Afr_  V4>iini'r :  :itii1  Tint!  Trin>iM)H>il 

to   I 

ofiVniii'cl.  1  thtTctuiv  concei-ii-Ll  with  Air.  JJili v, 
that  1  should  Ktoal  awuy  from  Dr.  Jolmsun  uihI 
him,  ami  trjf  wljut  re^'t-ptioii  1  could  procure 
iVuiii  Mr.  Young  :  ii*  unttivourable,  nothing  was 
to  be  sioid :  but  if  nj^frceubtf,  I  slifniUl  return 
aud  iMt'iiy  h  to  them.  I  hiistcnml  to  Mr. 
Yrmn»;'^  iouud  ho  wjia  at  ho»K%  scut  iu  word 
that  A  ^entlcintin  Uesiretl  to  wult  n|.K>n  hiin,  Mnd 
•  ■  ^onii  inUi  u  parlour,  where  be  and  a 
idy,  hii«  dau^'httT,  wpr«  nitlini^.  lie 
,^  „.  il  lo  be  a  {>lttin,  civil,  country  ^'i-ntlotniui ; 
when  1  bf|j:i;o<l  punlon  for  prtauniing  to 
iblti  him,  but  that  I  wished  much  to  sec  his 
f.  If  h»?  would  give  me  leave,  he  bebuved 

courteously,  ntid  iitiswered,  "  By  all  ineuiis> 

Sir.     NVc  tire  ju-^t  g'on^  to  drink  tea  ;  wiU  you 

ut  down?"     Ithjuiki'd  him,  but  isuid  thot  Dr, 

Johnfofi  had  come  with  me  fmm  Lontloa,  and 

I  mu»i  return  to  ihe  inn  to  dnnk.  tea  with  him : 

'  name  wux  Itogwell ;    I  hml  travelie<l 

I  in  the  liebiides.     *'  Sir,"  said  h(%  '*  I 

nun  iiiink  it  a  great  honour  to  »ee  Dr.  John- 

iKere.     Will  you  allow  uw  to  .Hi.'ud  tVir  him?*' 

tnywelf  of  this  openinfj!',  I  said  that  **  I 

myaelf  and  brmg  lum  when  he  hod 

:  he  knew  mithin^ofiny  enllin^  here." 

;n  thun  Ric'ee8?«fid,  1  hastened  biu-k 

;ind    informed    Dr.  Johnson  that 

Mr.  Tonne.  J<'»n  of  Dr.  Youn;:,  the  author  of 

•  Kiisht    rhoughtii/  whom  1  had  just  left,  de- 

httvc  the  honour  of  seeinn  him  at  the 

here  hi"  fulhor  lived."     Dr.  Johnson 

made  no  iufjuiry  how   this  iuvitAtion 

but  ocreeil  to  go ;  and  wheu  we  eti- 

Yoi      '     :     ^'ur^  W  addrcw^ed  hlui 

a  very  [■  '  Sir,  1  had  a  curiosity 

j,].u,e.     1  bad  the  honour 

^    man  your   father."     We 

^      1*0,  where  we  founria  gravel 

ICiirh  side  of  which  was  ii  row  of  irec^ 

_by  Dr.  Younw,  which  fonned  a  hand- 

Oothic  areh.     T)r.  Johnwm  ealled  it  a 

trrovf      1  beheld  It  witli  reverence. 

\^  le  time  in  the  summer- bouse,  on 

ill  of  wliji'h  wiia  iu»<*riU*il,  "  ylm- 

'    '  I  •//  rncem  Dei ' ;  and  in 

bv  whieh  it  ia  situated, 

•ttid  to  ad  been  tohl  his 

limltcf  ^'  -..    jioid  hp,  "  he  wtt3 

IMS  wi'll  rj  not  to  be  cheeritil  in  cotu- 

fvinr  :  ■    gb»OIllV    VtlitMi     Jiln:i'.%       Hl' 

J I  rtlW  m 
1  th  many  ■  i 
JUr.  Johjuun  observed  to  m«5  aiterwarths  "  Thai 


tliiw;  wuh  rill  fiivnin  !»>il.i  ttecount  of  Dr.  Too 
la  It  niun  to  have  so  1" 
3iys  uf  l*p\iviileni  e,   n 

I  bf  gloomy  because  he  hasi  not  obtained  tw  mudi 
prelemieut  a»  he  expected ;  nor  to  continue 
gloomy  for  the  h^a  of  hi»  wife.  Gri«(f  bsu*  its 
time."'  The  lost  part  of  this  cemure  woa  ihco- 
retieully  miide.    Praetieally,  we  kmrvr  that  grinf 

I  for  the  loss  of  a  wife  juJiy  Im':  eontinued  very 
long,  in  proportion  a^i  afTrittion  Ikis  been  xine4?re. 

I  Is'o  nun  knew  this  bettor  than  \yv.  Johnson. 

I  We  went  into  the  eluirrh,  and  looked  at  the 
monument  oveted  by  Mr.  Young  fo  hi;*  tat  her. 
Ml-  YonrHj  nil  Titi.iiicd  on  anr<'<1"tf'  tint  his 
I  verul  tlioir  i^of 

.^1^  ^  rhi!<**U,j,v,  >,!,/• 

but  had  lost  it  in  the  South  Sea.-*  Dr.  John- 
son tliought  thi«  inti??f  bf  a  mi5takc,  for  he  had 
never  seen  K  su  I  >  "ok. 

Upon  tl»e  roft.;  '  of  the  unc«?rfjiinty 

of  profit  witli  which  uuLhors  and  bo<»k»eller» 
engage  in  Ihe  publication  of  literarv  works. 
JoH5MiN.  "  My  i     '  '   ■  '       no 

eertain  rule  a«  t<  \  uu 

*'  Pmy,  Sir.  have-  ym  im  »  u  mnvn  jii;i-,j..i  ^jth 
authors  sending  you  their  works  to  revise?" 
JoHNwo>.  **  No,  Kir;  I  have  Iwen  thought  a 
sour  surly  fellow."  Boswnu..  "Very  Fueky 
for  you,  t^ir,  —  in  that  re^^K'et.*'  I  must  how- 
ever obnerve,  that,  notwithstanding  what  btt 
now  saiil,  wltteh  he  no  doubt  iujugined  nt 
the  time  to  1x3  the  fact,  there  w.aA,  perhap*,  tio 
miin  who  more  fretjucnlty  yielded  to  the  toXi» 
ciutions  evt^n  of  very  obscure  authors  to  rend 
their  manu^rripts,  or  more  lilierally  uoshitcd 
them  with  advice  and  correction. 

He  found  himself  very  happy  at  Sfpiira 
Dilly'n,  where  there  Is  alwars  abundance  of 
excellent  fore,  and  hearty  wefcouie. 

On  Sundnv,  June  3.,  we  all  w-  '  *■-  '^' 'thill 
church,  which  h  verv  near  to  Mr  isc. 

It  being  the   fir^t   ?^iinil:iv   «n  Mi  the 

holy  sucrament  v  tcred,  .in<i  i  staved 

to  partake  of  it.    ^  irae  aft^Twarda  mio 

Dr.  John(»r>ri*s  room,  h»'  luiid,  '*  You  did  right 
to  Slav  and  receive  lljc  communion :  1  ha<I  not 
thouglit  of  it  '*  This  3eeme<l  to  imply  that  he 
did  THit  ehoiis«  lo  appro:u-h  th»i  i»It;ir  without  a 
previous   pr  ii»  whieh  go<»d  men 

entert-ttin  d 
it  19   rr-  - 
wttboii 
that  ui.,., ,.., 


itif  In  tS>'  gitrilmi,  thc>j  bvmrd  Ui«  role*  of  God. 

4     _    ri...fc|:u. 


,  Komo  holding  that 

'    *'    '     'rdinancc 

other*, 

.->  .-. '^.- '. ..  "■'  in  a 

frame  of  mind  to  <  l  i  her 

rill  I  V     of     niir      ti-li  :  iioUt 

one*    K 

ju»t  one, 

whitsh  i^  th»t  cuttimunicautd  tic«d  iiui  think  A 


proper 

r'li  iKil 


>  Thla  Mi^nlon  l«  dttnrtnrd  ^  *  («ivi|uirt«(*»  of  <l4l»». 
'    '  ^  «pr»    pHitUKtil  Ml  IT», 


Young  «pr*    pHitUKtil  Ml  VTV^ 
THm  iknitli  iUs  Kbono  (which  qq  iioub 


:LK-a. 


mj^ 
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long  train  of  prcpanitory  forms  indigpensubly 
new.'isary;  but  iieithLT  shouitl  tht?y  rnslily  and 
ll^ht  V  venture  upon  &0  flwful  and  mysterious 
ail  iikitution  Cbristians  must  judp.',  each  for 
bitusclf,  what  degree  of  retirement  and  self- 
oxflmination  is  necessary  \i\KHi  eat;h  oc^casion. 

lieing  in  a  frnnie  of  mintl  which  1  lioi>e,  for 
the  felicity  of  human  nature,  many  experience, 
—  in  tine  weather,  —  at  the  country  house  of  a 
friend,  —  consoled  and  t-levated  by  pious  exer- 
cises,— I  expressed  myself  with  an  unresttftined 
fervour  to  my  '*  Guide,  riiilosopher,  and 
Friend."  "My  dear  Sir,  I  would  fain  be  a 
pood  man ;  an^  I  am  very  gocxl  now.  I  fear 
God,  and  honour  the  kin;; ;  1  wish  to  do  no  ill, 
and  to  be  l>enevolent  to  all  mankind."  lie 
looked  at  me  with  a  benignant  indulgence ; 
but  took  occa-sion  to  give  me  wise  and  salutary 
caution.  "Do  not,  Sir,  accustom  yourseJf  to 
trust  to  impressions.  There  is  a  middle  atatcof 
mind  between  convietion  and  hyjwcrisy,  of 
which  many  are  unconscioust.  By  trusting  to 
impressions,  a  man  may  gradually  com*i  to 
yield  to  them,  and  at  lent^'th  be  subject  to 
them,  80  as  not  to  be  a  free  agent,  or  what  is 
the  same  thing  in  efTect,  to  suj)/)ose  that  he  is 
not  a  free  ngeiit.  A  m:m  who  is  in  that  state 
should  not  be  suffered  to  live  if  he  declare* 
he  cannot  hi>lp  acting  in  a  particular  way,  and 
is  irresistibly  impelled,  there  can  be  no  confi- 
dence in  him,  no  more  than  in  a  tiger.  IJut, 
Sir,  no  man  believes  himself  to  be  im|R'lled 
irresistibly  i  we  know  that  he  who  says  he  be- 
lieves itf  lies.  Favourable  ira]>ressions  at  par- 
ticular moments,  as  to  the  state  of  our  souls, 
may  be  deceitful  and  dancerouj^.  In  general, 
no  man  can  be  sure  of  nis  accepUnfie  with 
God;  some,  indeed,  may  have  bad  it  rrvcaled 
to  them.  St.  Paul,  who  wrought  miracles, 
may  have  had  a  miracle  wrought  on  himself, 
and  may  have  obtained  BupernaturnJ  assuran<*e 
of  pardon,  and  mercy,  and  beatitude  ;  yet  St. 
Paul,  though  he  expresses  strong  hojx*,  also 
expr^s^es  fear,  lest  havinw  preai.hed  to  others, 
he  himself  should  \ye  a  castaway.** 

The  opinion,  of  a  teamcil  bishop  of  our  ac- 
fjuaintiinrc,  as  to  there  being  merit  in  religious 
fiiith,  being  mentioned  :  —Johssos.  "  Why, 
yes,  Sir,  the  most  licentious  man,  were  hell 
o|»en  before  him^,  would  not  take  the  most  Iwau- 
tiful  strumiwt  to  his  arms.  We  must,  as  the 
tipoiitle  saya,  live  by  faith,  not  by  sight.' 

1  talked  t(»  him  of  original  sin,  in  conse- 


>  TliErt  Hvmi  mueh  fibicurit;  her*-  If  I  he  hi»hnp  used 
tin'  word  merit  In  A  popwlftr  iimi?,  nnd  Tn«'aiit  only  to  ^it, 
rulloMuialk.  thftt  "ft  Tfllijrlinj*  fulth  w,i»  tMfitf>^fr*itt.<t  or 
prttttrtPifriA^."  thp  otBPrvnEinii  **•  linnlly  *qirlln  rriHrdin*  j 
jfit  IM«  not.  DTI  tit*  frthf  r  hund.  lilLcly  that  hv  rornrt,  rp^Jii. 
Iikg  theflloplradj,  [oflllributi^  turrit  iptpanii  ntiviiti<m  i*}  any 
net  nr  tT^KTaticsn  of  xkc  huwan  irind,  ■  fc/r  lltAl  wr^rv  "  (aa  line 
IlmlBllf  fortiid*^  tti  comil  ourwirn*  tn  tw  ju«(ie(Hl  by  wjme 
att  or  vlirtudwh^ch  if  wliiiiii  iis.'^  But  on  fltbpr  iiit<>rpTt?tA- 
tinm  It  hard  ta  dUi^.c^vc^r  the  ctiiiiiiixldii  ^ir  mi^iiRlikf  of 

tW  rfbly  Attributed  tf>  Dr.  JiTkhnion.  Thr  bl»h(ip't  oplalon 
II  eiflleritly  rt-tj  liiiiiprf«tlj'  itatcd.  »n4  tJiprB  ntiut  hmv* 
bet'n  Homo  <■*<<')!  i^'^icffin  Ihikt  In  the  rhnin  of  Joliiihin'i  reiuon. 
inft  which  ?p!r.  HofWpU  h«*  lost.  The  ytAt^$*  litirt  ^^l\lr< 
iiccuratcly  quotnl  by  Dr.  JohitKon  »  U  m  Si,  Fiftul'i  i^iiQnd 


quence  of  the  fall  of  man,  and  of  the  atonemoit 
made  by  our  Saviomr  *  After  some  conven»- 
tion,  which  he  deeired  me  to  remember,  he,  it 
my  request,  dictated  to  me  as  follows : 

*'  With  respect  to  original  sin,  the  inquiry  it  noi 
necessary  ,  for*  wlmtcTcr  is  the  cniine  of  human  oor> 
niption,  men  are  evidently  and  canfossL-4iiy  so  tor- 
nipt,  that  all  the  lawA  &V  heaven  and  eariJi  are  is- 
sufficient  to  restrain  them  from  erimeiL 

**  Whatever  diflicitlty  there  iruy  be  in  the  ecn- 
ct'ptioii  of  vieflrtous  p  mstiinents.  It  i»  an  opinioi 
which  lias  had  possession  of  mankind  in  all  afo. 
There  i.s  no  nation  that  has  not  used  the  practice 
of  sacrifices.     Whoever,  therefore,  denies  the  pro- 
priety of  vicurioiui  puni&limenU,  holds  an  optituit 
which  the  ftfntimcntB  ii;id  proctiee  of  martkir^H '^1— 
cont^ldictL'd  from  the  he>gi fining  of  the  world.  IV 
great  sacrifite  for  thu  sins  of  mankltid  was  oflrnd 
at  the  death  of  the  Me^Lsmb,  who  i«  called  in  Sd^ 
ture  *  The  I^mb  of  God,  that  taketh   mwrnj  'i^4m 
of  the  world.'     To  judge  of  the   rvi  i»:  /iM.     -     ' . 
the  scheme  of  redemption,  it  munt  be  coiuiilereda  i 
ne''f*?*^aTy  t'l  the  p-nviTiiinenl  of  the  uniTene  tbi  ! 
God  should  make  known  his   perpetual  and  in»-  I 
concileable  detestation  of  moral  evil        He  micfat 
indeed  punish,  atidpuitishonly  theoEfentU        bat*  I 
the  end  of  punishment  \%  nut  revenge  of  l  i 
pftjpagatiqn  of  vtituc,  it  wastnor^  becoctiiiig  the  U-  ! 
vine  c1em<;ncv  to  tind  anotht'r  Tn«nDer  of  proce^diii^ 
]e!j^  destructive  toman^  and  at  least  cquiJilj  po««t'  ' 
fid  to  pronurte  goodness.      The  end  oriF  punbhsBt 
is  to  reclaim  and  warn.      That  purtiiihtiDent  v3  ! 
both  reclaim  and  M-arti, which  showi;  evideniljr««A 
abliorrencc  of  sin  in  Gud,  as  toay  deter  us  frtaD  ut|  ' 
or  strike  us  with  dread  of  vengeance  wfaeo  v«  btw  i 
committed  it     This  is  etll-cted  by  vicarious  puaislj^ 
uicnt.     Nothing  could  more  testify  the  oppcHmHi  ' 
between  tlie  nature  of  God  and  moral  erilg  priiwfr  ' 
amply  displviy  hi!>  ustice,  to  men  and  atig^lv  to  sB  ' 
orders  nnd  !tucct>;»!OD«  of  beings,  than  tli^i  it  w  i 
necessary  for  the  highest  and  purei>t   nature,  eveo  ' 
for   Divinity  itself,  tu  podfy  khi&  demands  of  no-  ' 
geancc  by  a  painful  death     of  which    tbe  natnrd 
effect  will  he,  that  when  justice  is  appeased,  tbitr  ' 
is  a  proper  place  for  the  exercise  of  mervv ;  mA 
that  such  propitiation  shall  supply,  in  .some  defn<> 
the  impcrfi-ctiuns  of  our  obedience  and  the  ineffieacj  . 
of ourrepcntnnce     for  obedience  imd    rv|i..T       .' 
such  as  we  can  }»erform,  are  stil    iieeesarj.     Qm 
Saviour  has  told  iik,  that  he  did  not  come  to  detfivf 
the  law,  but  to  fiilftt      to  fulfi    the  typical  law.  by  i 
the  performance  of  what  those  types  had  fur^liovi^  : 
and  the  moral  law,  by  precepts  of  greater  puritv 
and  higher  exaltation."  '  , 

Here  he  saitl,  "  God  bless  you  with  it.**    I ' 


Djptitti*  i«  iht  CorlnUtlofiA,  *.  7. :  "  We  tralk  br  faith  uMlaoi  ' 

by  tight."  -  CMfllCEll,  '  •  ' 

^  Dth  QciJein.  in  hSs  H'timd  lennon  *'  On  Ih*  Aitidn  rf0< 
ChrtJti«n  FbIiIi,"  m\\h  Ailtulml^lii^  4flit«4jms  tfam  «UiHii 
\\c  <»p[Kifm4n'f  that  drrRrtHne^  vlltctk  OfinmntK  for  <h«n»  ' 
ru^k'Fi,  *ifi,  Dili  miii*?y  whicb  wt  flnd  in  thit  life;  "  It  woaid  i 
b*         ri»  tn  (ictd.  you  Miirik,  (o  dfgtadc  ui  t«»  »uch  «  «^  «ar 
«i  lb(l,  fur  ttte  T^lTriicp  or  our  firit  [ULTcntii ;  bijt  roucw  idM  I 
hint  Xa  plact  u«   Iti  It   without   vty   iridiifirtzi«>Q4      Al^  a« 
calunllief  IrfHiied  by  not  belnir  luctibt^  lo  AA«jb]"f     Uvam  \ 
coDdliton  b*"  iinhJippr^it  it  not  itlU  unh^ppv   wlutetHK** 

It  wa»  as  Rood  »»  H  w.ui  «i  firrt  d««r|fn«|,  ^^^^^™»^"V  «•  •^ 

•onifwhat  the  Ic^n*   t^.nmi  Co  limk  Tow  it«   ajum 

B04WCI.L. 
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ftclniowl«!j?«Ml  mTwKraiirh  obUgtHl  to  \um «  but  • 
I  h  1  tui  lo  tliL-  propi- 

tiut  i»r  our  most  holy 

failh,      lie  tlnn   dirtntnl   this  otic  other  pttm-  ' 
graph. 

"  1l»e  pt'CulUr  doctrinp  of  Cbriirti»nity  Ik,  Ihjit 
of  nn  uriiivfrwil  uicriflco  uixl  ptrpctual  |iropitiation.' 
Other  f>rc/{jh«:t»  uuly  pfocWuned  it»c  wiU  and  the 
thrt»tmin|^  of  Gml,      Chri«l  •attaBetl  hii  jtivtice>" 

1  T  r.  Piilraer*.  Tellow  of  Quewt's 

ff  •♦  tlinetl   witli  U9.     lie  cjt- 

4  wjsii  Uuit  a  b<?tlcr  provision  were 
.  nnrinb-clorks.     Joujv»ox,  *•Ye3♦^ii^, 
a  p;uUU-eIcn'k  shuuld  In*  ti  uiun  who  Lt  able  lt> 
miike  II  will  or  writ»i  a  lottef  for  any  bo«lj^  in 
the  parish." 

I  rmnlioneci  Lord  Monboddo's  notion^  that 
' — 'Tjujsi,  with  all  ihvlr  h'Hrning 
were  not  only  blark,  but 
.tii .  Palmer  a5ki"<i  how  did  it 
<^X!iminint^  ihc  mummies?     Dr. 

iojuiioni  I  never  heard 
iLo  for  the  udvantfige* 
of  wraith  UiJin  Di.  Johnson*  ht*  thia  diiy,  I 
know  not  from  what  caprii:e,  f^rt*k  the  other 
Md«:<  "I  have  not  oh»orved,"  anid  he,  "  that 
men  of  very  large  fortunes  enjoy  any  thing 
fXtraordinnry  that  makca  happincj*!*.  VVhut 
Ims  the  Diiite  of  Bedford  ?  \\liut  has  the 
c  of  Dovou»*h(re?  The  only  great  in- 
tJmt  1  have  ever  known  of  the  t'njoy- 
wenlth  wjis  that  of  JtinKticii  Utiwklns, 
(o  visit  FEilmrrft,  and  lnuriti^  I  hut 
\i'H.  iiin^t*  rl  iiv  loiilii-rs,  hired  a  troop 


the  an 1 1 
and   nil 

,1K  -« 


»   iTt 


n  VMfy  r»«?»pfM:'tJib1^  m«ft,  with  »  y»M'y  **/r»»*»»blo 

I,  'ito. 

8C«'««,  he   !«iud,  "  We    tu«Ht  hH\ 

leave.     We   ennnot  f^a  from  vttu.   ikm,,,  .-u. 

without  your  porniisi^ion."     We  idl  went,  and 

I  li^f- 

ti['  -]>0'Ct 

to  the  power  oi  memory,  maintaining  that  for- 
gelfulne^s  vens  a  nuin**  o»rn  IJiult.  "  To  re- 
ineml)er  and  tv  riH'oilect,"  mul  he,  "  arc  differ- 
ent tilings.  A  man  ha*  not  the  power  to  re* 
co(l(?et  what  x*  not  in  his  mind,  but  whifa  ■ 
thtjjg  is  in  hifl  mind  l>e  may  reniend>er  it,""' 

The  nMiMvrk  waj*  «MX'a«ione<l  by  ujy  leaniiifz 
back  on  a  chair,  wliirh  a  little  before  I  hiid 
perceived  to  be  bn»ken,  and  pleatlin^  forgetful- 
tivvtn  its  an  excu?>e,  **  Sir,'*  ^uid  lie,  *'  its  boing 
broken  w:w  certainly  in  your  mind." 

When  I  ob'*!crved  that  a  hoiisebrcidccr  was  in 
general  verv  (iiiinnuis  :— .Ioirs^«.N  "  X*.  won- 
der, Sir;  h'  n4o 
ft  hoiut\  or  1                                                       1 1  .** 

ill*  toh)  u^  titai  h^'  had  in  unc  duy  written 
six  sheets  of  a  translation  from  fli»^  French; 
ndding,  "I  should  be  glad  to  -  I 

wish  that  T  had  copies  of  all  It^ta 

written  against  mc,  ad  it  i»  smd  I'opc  liad. 
Had  I  known  that  I  sfihould  make  w  much 
noine  in  the  worlil,  I  •■li     '  '  '         '  linm 

to  collect  tliem.     I  !  1  a 

day  in  which  there  is  *iw,  :,wu.t  *i...iu  ^i"'iU  me 
in  the  newppnpers." 


ig  minister*  beiii|r 

Dl«nti»)ntd,  lie  said*  "1  took  to  Dr.  Gibbons.  * 

[And  addre!<.>^iny;  himself  to  Mr.  Chark*  Dilly, 

d,  **  1  hhalf  >m;  glad  tn  see  him.     Tell  him, 

*ll  cjdl  on  me,  and  dawdle  over  a  diah  of 

in  an  aAemo(»n,  I  shall  take  it  kind," 

The  Kcvereiid  Mr.  Smith,  vicar  of  Southill, 


l! 


Or,    Al,i,Hl. 


•>1I 


t  Aw  amih  p.  fsn.    ThU 


r..r 

\»  !  :       I  ■  ■    TVti 

the  park,  1  laiked  in  a  high  style  ot  mj  old 
friendship  with  Lord  MounT^turirf,  niid  said, 
*^I  8hail  probably  be  mucli  '.*'    Tho 

(lajfe,    aware    of   human  e'^ntlv 

checked  roe  :  "  Don't  you  1  t/  * 

He  made  two  or  tliree  p*.  sw; 


ol»»rr«tkin  w  tu  Jubtiion'i  i>|i4n)oifi  on  thU  liapnrunt  innlnt.  I  l> 
^  Choi.  Hit. 

'  Tl^ir-  Hfi'nnnriTr''  perron,  who»r  ^1^^  nnmr  tri.t  THtimii 


proflVl  th«  JontC<»  of  ilMl         *  If  •{<p»»*^  nnm  fTrrj'  kind  nf  n?Td»Tirr  rhtt  |li«  Jttfp- 


At  All 


WiXwS    art  J 


,  r4T»i.ii.r*<-..vMO,..  n.'x  T" 


«n  citurt  I  mitk  thi^.  I  Oilak,  w 


1  rr*  to  cnnrt  t)»«  fWtt  | 

ULJ 
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lis,  yrlien  ^hown  tli*'  Km  »i,i,  ul  rrjinJen,  **  Ts  not 
tv&ry  gnrrlcii  h  but u  i  ? ''     ^Vhen  told 

tliul  tlkiTC   wn9  tt     I  to  the*  extent  of 

several  miles;  —  "  I'iiat  is  miikiug  a  very  foolbh 
use  of  the  ground;  uliillle  of  ll  in  vert  well.'" 
Wlitni  it  wjis  jjroposi?<l  rJiat  we  shoulii  walJc  on 
tlie  pUfiaure-^pouiul :  "Don't  \h  na  futigue 
ourselves.  Why  shouJil  we  walk  tht^rw  Y 
IIltc's  a,  fine  tree*  let's  );vt  l<»  the  toji  of  it." 
But  upon  thy  whoks  he  wrji  very  much 
nl(*jvte<l.  He  said,  **This  is  one  of,tho  nlat'es 
1  flo  not  rotcrot  having  cotiie  to  Bi.*e.  It  ia  ji 
very  stat^l)'  phicc*  indt'cd  ;  iti  I  he  htniye,  mjvg- 
nificenci!  i»  not  sm'rjfioecl  to  convenieuee,  nor 
c-onvcnienci*  to  niiigniftnuice*  llie  libniry  is 
very  isplendid ;  the  dignity  <»f  the  rtM>inb  it* 
very  great;  and  the  qunntity  of  pictures  is 
lHL7onrt  expectation,  beyond  hope," 

It  huppcnt?d  without  uny  previous  concert 
that  we  visit^^d  the  seat  of  Loni  Bute  u{H»n  the 
kingN  Inrthihiy ;  wo  dined  and  dnuik  his  nift- 
jesty'a  health  at  an  inn  in  the  village  of  Luton. 

In  the  evening  I  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
prumlBU  to  fitvour  trie  with  ti  copy  of  hi*  cele- 
united  Letter  lo  the  Eiurl  of  Chesterfield  ',  and 
he  wUH  at  last  piejused  to  comply  with  this 
enrnest  request^  by  dietating  it  to  ni»?  from  hia 
memory ;  lor  he  believed  that  he  himself  hud 
no  copy.  There  w;i»  an  animated  glow  in  Ids 
eounteuiiijoe  while  he  thus  reealled  his  high- 
minded  indignation. 

He  laughetl  heurtily  at  a  ludicrous  JiClion  in 
the  court  of  session,  in  whicii  1  was  couusel. 
The  society  of  procurators,  or  attornies,  en- 
titled to  practise  in  the  iuferior  eourta  at 
Edinburgh*  hnd  obtained  a  royal  charter,  in 
which  they  hsid  taken  care  to  have  their  ancient 
dcsigntition  of  Procurators  changed  into  that 
of  Soiidtom^  from  u  notion,  as  they  suppo»>.ed, 
that  it  was  more  genteel;  and  this  new  title 
they  (lix|»hiyed  by  a  public  advertisement  for 
a  general  meeting  at  tlieir  hulb 

It  has  been  aaid  that  the  Scottish  nation  h 
not  digtinguished  for  humour;  and,  indeed, 
what  happened  on  thi*  wcasion  may^  in  some 
degree^  luatify  the  remark ;  for  although  this 
society  hm\  eontrived  to  make  them^elvenS  a 
very  prominent  object  for  the  ridicule  of  such 
09  might  stoop  to  It,  the  only  joke  to  which  it 
gave  rise  was  the  following  paragraph,  sent  to 
the  ncw8pttpcr  culled  "  The  Cttle<hinittii  Mer- 
cury." 

•♦  A  correr|»aiidonl  informs  us,  the  Worshipful 
Society  of  Chalt/txinM,  Cadie$,  or  RunHtn^-  StQlumer$ 
of  this  citv  »re  rcwdvcd.  in  Utiittttion,  and  cncou- 
rngcd  by  ttiu  Htnguhir  succew  uf  thi'ir  brethrt'ii,  of 
an  esf^wd.'/y  rrnptftatJe  iS^tciety,  to  apply  f"r  a  ('har- 
li-r  of  their  rrivilvgos  pnrliculiirly  of  ilie  iolc  pri- 
vilege uf  ntucuiiiMG,  in  the  mo«t  cKtet>»vc  wn&c  of 


l^« 


ihe  word,  ciclu<ivc  of  rliAirmeii.   iM*fi« 

l>uhl  men,  mid  uthcr  inj'< 

Uic  R  —  r — »,  S — L—  1 

lieforetke  ixrEMUK.  Courta  uf  tXu*.  C4t^«  • 

ecptcd. 

"Should  «t     V      '     r  •    -^        xj  tm 
Ihey  ttrtf  fuiH  f^illf^ 

by,  but  to  <!(....    ...    ...-       ..  .lii   mo 

mity   and  docency    U%i»n    Itietr    r-y-A 
rerjf  mm/tut  hreihreti  aboi^c    tncntion^d  L 
upon  their  latv  dignificatiaa  aod  ciAlifetion.*' 

A  majority  of  the  iiM.f,,K..T^  ., 
prosecuted  Mr.  Koljer: 
puper^  for  diiuuige* ;  u 
the    whole   court   very    %  i 
action:  Soit*eutur  ri^m  Uthu 
liut  tt  new  trial  or  review  Wfts  _ 
petition,  acconiing  to  the    f'vr- 
This  j*crititm  1  w'jw  eng*?^- 
Dr,  Johna(ui.  wi<h  great  al-^ 
this   evening  with   wliat    loll.jws. 
peniUx.] 

I  am  ashamed  to  mention,  that  tlie 
a  plurality  of  voices,  witLout  hjivitig:  a 
additional  circum^itancc  before  tbisn, 
their  own  judgment,  mado  a  ?*>ri'»fi«i  n-i 
thiis  dull  and  fooUsli  joke. 
Roliertson  to  pay  to  the 
(s-terling  money)  and  costs  m  -uit.      i  ii* 
sion  will  seem  strange  to  Knglish  lai 

On  Tuesday,  June  5.,  Johnsrm 
turn   to   London,     lie  wns   vory    ril« 
breakfast:    I   mentioned    a    iricna    of 
having    resolved    never    to    msirry 
woman.     Joh^sow,   "  Sir,  it  is  :i   \ » 
resolution  to  rewjlve  not  to  ti 
woirian^     Beauty  is  of  itacLf  \ 
No,  Sir,  I  woufd  nrefcr  a  pretty  w< 
les£  there  are   objections    to    her. 
woman  may  be  foolish;  a  pretty  V' 
be  wicked;  a  pretty  woman  n»:iy  u 
But  there  ia  no  such  danger    in    u 
pretty  woman  as  is  apprehended  ;  si 
be  persecuted  if  she  doO!i  not  iavitc  jh  ra- 
tion.    A  pretty  woman,  if  she  hrxs  a  nun'- 
be  wicked,  can  find  a  readier  way  than  «oot^- 
and  that  is  all." 

1  accompiuiied  him  in  Mr.  DilU'* 
ShefTord,  where,  talking  of  Lor. ! 
going  to  Scotland,  he  said,  '*  A^ 
I  should  wiuh  all  the  ScotJ^^  , 

be  etlucated  in  England;   - 
come  a  province;  thcv  would   - 
rents  in  England."  ^  Thi*  is  a  )•  i 
consequence,   and  nmeb   delicivcy. 
vanUtge   of  an  Kuglifih  ei.lucatinn  ii 
tionably  very  great  Tri    S«ii     ^  -,, 

talentfl  and   ambition  ;    nn<  i 
Scotland,  and  perhaps  ulLci   tu^.^^ii^. 


Xi 


I'rxKutnhtrt  —  C. 


'*      h.*v..  rtii.ijvl,   •■■lull  ii„  .".VnfiAm^j. 
'T      opittioM.** —  Chohlk.IMT- 
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cfliX'tiiiilly  u£ccd  to  prevent  them  from  being 
totally  estranged  from  their  native  country, 
any  more  than  a  Cunilerland  or  Northunibcr-  ' 
land  gentleman,  who  has  been  educated  in  the  , 
south  of  England.    I  own,  indec<l,  that  it  is  no 
small  mi»tbrtune  for  Scotch  gentlemen,  who  ' 
have  neither  talents  nor  ambition,  to  be  edu-  ' 
cated  in  England,  where  they  may  be  ))erlia])s 
distinguished  only  by  a  nickname,  lavish  their  . 
fortune  in  giving  exjHjnsive  entertainments  to  ; 
those  who  laugh  at  them,  and  saunter  about  j 
as   mere   iMle,   insignificant   hnngers-on    even  , 
upon  the  fooli^i'h  great ;  when,  if  they  had  l)cen 
judiciously  brought  up  at  home,  they  might  \ 
have  been  comfortable  and  creditable  members  ' 
of  so<;iety.  i 

At  Shefford  I  had  another  affectionate  part-  j 
ing  from  my  revered  friend,  who  was  taken  up  . 
by  the  Bedford  coach  and  c;irried  to  the  me- 
tropolis. I  went  with  Messieurs  Dilly  to  see  | 
some  friends  at  Bedford ;  dined  with  the  i 
officers  of  the  militia  of  the  county,  and  next  j 
day  proceeded  on  my  journey.  j 

I 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON.  j 

"  Bolt  Court,  June  ICi  1781.      ] 

«*  Dear   Sir, —  How  welcome  your  account  of 
yourself  and  your  invitation  to  your  new   house 
was  to  me,  I  need  not  tell  you,  who  consider  our  i 
friendship   not  only  as  Formed  by  choice,  but  as  , 
matured  by  time.    We  have  been  now  long  enough 
acquainted    to    have    many    images    in    common,  , 
and  therefore  to   have   a   source   of  conversation  | 
which  neither  the  learning  nor  the  wit  of  a  new 
companion  can  supply.  ' 

**  My  •  Lives '  are  now  publishe<l ;  and  if  you  ' 
will  tell  me  whither  1  shall  send  them,  that  they  i 
may  come  to  you.  I  will  take  care  that  you  .shall  ' 
not  be  without  them.  I 

**  You  will  perhaps  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mrs.  | 
Thrale  is  disencumbered  of  her  brcwhouse  ;  and 
that  it  seemed  Ut  the  purchaser  so  far  from  an  evil, 
that  he  was  content  to  give  for  it  an  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thousand  pounds.    Is  the  nation  ruined? 

"  Please  to  make  my  resi>ectful  cotnpliments  to 
I^ady  Hotlies,  and  keep  me  in  the  memory  of  all 
the  little  dear  family,  particularly  Mrs.  .J:inc.  I 
am.  Sir,  your,  Sec,  Sam.  Johnmjn."       I 

I 

Johnson's  charity  to  the  poor  was  uniform  j 
and  extensive,  iK^th  from  inclination  and  prin-  | 
ciple.  He  not  only  bestowed  liberally  <mt  of ; 
his  own  j)nrse,  but  what  is  more  dillicult  as  . 
well  Jis  rare,  would  beg  from  others,  when  he  ' 
hail   proper   objects   in   view.     This    he    did 


judiciously  as  well  as  humanely.  Mr.  Philip 
iMetcolfe  teUs  me,  that  when  he  has  asked  him 
for  some  money  for  persons  in  distress,  and 
Mr.  Metcalfe  has  offered  what  Johnson  thought 
too  much,  he  insisted  on  taking  less,  saying, 
"No,  no,  Sir;  we  must  not  pamper  them. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Malone,  one  of  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds's  executors,  for  the  following 
note,  which  was  found  among  his  papers  after 
his  death,  and  which,  we  may  presume,  his  un- 
affected modesty  prevented  him  from  commu- 
nicating to  me  with  the  other  letters  from  Dr. 
Johnson  with  which  he  was  pleased  to  furnish 
me.  However  slight  in  itself,  as  it  does  honour 
to  that  illustrious  painter  and  most  amiable 
man,  I  am  happy  to  introduce  it. 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDa 

"June  23. 1781. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  It  was  not  before  yesterday  that 

I  received  your  splendid  benefaction.     To  a  hand 

so  liberal  in  distributing,  I  hope  nobody  will  envy 

the  power  of  acquiring.      I  am,  dear  Sir,  your,  Sec, 

"  Sam.  Johnson." 

The  following  letters  were  written  at  this 
time  by  Johnson  to  Miss  Reynolds;  the  latter, 
on  receiving  from  her  a  copy  of  her  **  Essay 
on  Taste,"  privately  printed,  but  never  pub- 
lished. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

"2SCb  June,  I7HI. 

"  Dear  Madam, —  You  may  give  the  book*  to 
Mrs.  Horncck  [p.  140.],  and  I  will  give  you  an- 
other for  yourself. 

**  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  hope  of  Mrs.  Thrale^s 
custom  for  your  pictures  ;.  but,  if  you  please,  I  will 
mention  it.  She  cannot  make  a  pension  out  of  her 
jointure." 

"  I  will  brinf;  the  papers  myself.  I  am.  Madam, 
your  most  humble  servant,  Sam.  Johnson." 

—  ReynUds  MSS.^ 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS.' 

••Bolt  Court,  July  21.  IT**!. 
*'  Deakfst  Madam,  —  There  is  in  these  [pajMrr*  ?] 
such  force  of  comprehension,  such  nicety  of  obser- 
vation, as  Locke  or  Pascal  might  be  proud  of. 
'Ilns  I  say  with  an  intention  to  have  you  think 
I  s|H>ak  my  opinion.  They  cannot,  however,  Ihj 
printed  in  their  present  state.  Many  of  your  notions 
seem  not  very  cle.ir  in  your  own  mind  \  many  arc 
not  sufficiently  developed  and  expanded  for  the 
comniun  reader :  the  expression  alniust  every  where 


>  ProbAblv  the  Ki-autirs  of  Johnson,  published  aliout  this 
time :  »m>  aii//,  p.  H7.  —  Ckukeb. 

'  MIm  Kryn«)ldn,  It  sarins,  wiihrd  to  dif  potu*  of  hrr  collec- 
tion, and  thought  that  .Mrs.  Thrulc  might  purchMe  and  pay 
for  It  hy  an  annuity ('rdklk. 

'  I  print  this  hyperlmliral  eulogy  Trom  thd  oriitinal  in  the 
Bejfnotda  Papers,  hut  Mr.  M.iloiie,  who  first  iiroducrd  it, 
ftveii  it  with  variations  m  itrrat  in  the  cxpressloni,  and  so 
•null  In  tb<>  meaning,  thnt  I  prefcrve  it  as  a  curioun  instance 
of  fklsifiratiOD,  without,  a«  far  as  I  can  sec,  any  object. 


JOHNSON  TO  MISS  KKYNOl.DS. 

"  Bolt  Court.  Jun»*  t<.  17»1. 
**  Dkakest  Mapam,  —  There  is  in  these  [pope*  or  rcmarkt\ 
*urh  depth  of  penetnitiim,  surh  nicetv  of  olMervation.  as 
I.,«Kki>  or  Pa»cal  nittriit  be  pmnd  of.  This  /  disire  vtm  to 
Mine  it  my  rail  opinion.  Ilowcrpr.  it  cannot  be  piMnhed 
in  its  present  state.  Many  of  your  notionfe  sei-in  nut  to  be  very 
clear  In  your  own  mind  ;  many  are  not  sufficiently  developed 
and  exiMudrd  for  the  common  reader  :  it  trmiU  every  whcra 
to  be  maiie  smoother  and  plainer.  You  may,  by  revisal  and 
correction,  make  it  a  very  elegant  oisd  a  vrry  ctniout  trork. 
I  am.  my  dearest  dear,  your,  Ac,  Sam.  Joiwsun.** 

—  Matone. 
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wants  to  be  made  clearer  and  smoother.  You  may, 
by  revisal  and  improvement,  make  it  a  very  elegant 
work.  I  am,  my  dearest  dear,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Johksok." 

JOHNSON  TO  ASTLE.» 

"July  17. 1781. 
"Sir,  —  I  am  ashamed  that  you  have  been 
forced  to  call  so  often  for  your  books,  but  it  has 
been  by  no  fault  on  either  side.  They  have  never 
been  out  of  my  hands,  nor  have  I  ever  been  at 
home  without  seeing  you ;  for  to  see  a  man  so 
skilful  in  the  antiquities  of  my  country  is  an 
opportunity  of  improvement  not   willingly  to  be 


"  Your  notes  on  Alfred  appear  to  me  very  judi- 
cious and  accurate,  but  they  are  too  few.  Many 
things  familiar  to  you  are  unknown  to  me,  and  to 
most  others ;  and  you  must  not  think  too  favour- 
ably of  your  readers:  by  supposing  them  knowing, 
you  will  leave  them  ignorant  Measure  of  land, 
and  value  of  money,  it  is  of  great  importance  to 
state  with  care.     Had  the  Saxons  any  gold  coin  ? 

*>  I  have  much  curiosity  after  the  manners  and 
transactions  of  the  middle  ages,  but  have  wanted 
either  diligence  or  opportunity,  or  both.  You, 
Sir,  have  great  opportunities,  and  I  wish  you  both 
diligence  and  success.     I  am.  Sir,  &c., 

"  Sam.  Jounsok." 

The  following  curious  anecdote  I  insert  in 
Dr.  Burney's  own  words : 

"  Dr.  Burney  related  to  Dr.  Jobn<:on  the  par- 
tiality which  his  writings  had  excited  in  a  friend 
of  Dr.  Hurney's,  the  late  Mr.  BewleyV  well  known 
in  Norfolk  by  the  name  of  the  Philosopher  of  Mas- 
gingham ;  who,  from  the  Ramblers  and  plan  of  his 
Dictionary,  and  long  before  the  author's  fame  was 
established  by  the  Dictionary  itself,  or  any  other 
work,  had  conceived  such  a  reverence  for  him,  that 
he  earnestly  begged  Dr.  Burney  to  give  him  the 
cover  of  the  first  letter  he  had  received  from  him, 
as  a  relic  of  so  estimable  a  writer.  This  was  in 
1755.  In  1760,  when  Dr.  Burney  visited  Dr. 
Johnson  .- 1  the  Temple,  in  London,  where  he  had 
then  chambers  he  happened  to  arrive  there  l>efore 
he  was  up ;  and  being  shown  into  the  room  where 
he  was  to  breakfast,  finding  himself  alone,  he 
examined  the  contents  of  the  apartment,  to  try 
whether  he  could,  undiscovered,  steal  any  thing  to 
send  to  his  friend  Bewley,  as  another  relic  of  the 
admirable  Dr.  Johnson.  But  finding  nothing 
better  to  his  purpose,  he  cut  some  bristles  off  his 
hearth-broom,  and  enclosed  them  in  .-•  letter  to  his 
country  enthusiast,  who  received  them  with  due 
reverence.  The  Doctor  was  so  sensible  of  the 
honour  done  to  him  by  a  man  of  genius  and 
science,  to  whom  he  was  an  utter  stranger,  that  he 


I  iAnte,  p.  46.  n.  A.  -  C  ]  The  will  of  King  Alfred,  alludmi 
to  in  this  letter,  from  the  original  Saxon,  in  the  llbrarj  of 
Mr.  Attle,  has  been  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  Univeriitjr 
of  Oxford.—  B08WELL. 

3  Mr.William  Bewley  vru  a  Monthly  Reviewer,  and  died  in 
the  house  of  Dr.  Burney,  in  1703.  If  this  anecdote  were 
terionsly  true,  Mr.  Bewlcv  might  have  been  better  called  an 
idiot  than  an  enthusiast.  'That  he  should  have  really  receired 
the  bristles  with  reverence-— ihux,  Burney  should  not  have 
mentioned  the  fact  to  Johnson  Tor  tventy-jbte  gears,  and  that 
Johnson  should  have  considered  it  as  an  honour,  would  be 
very  strange.  Nor  does  the  story  acquire  much  conflrnation 


said  to  Dr.  Burney,  *Sir,  there  is  no  man  p4 
of  the  smallest  portion  of  modesty,  but  c 
flattered  with  the  admiration  of  such  a  nuui 
give  him  a  set  of  my  Lives,  if  be  will  do 
honour  to  accept  of  them. '  In  this  he  kept  hi 
and  Dr.  Burney  had  not  only  the  plea 
gratifying  his  friend  with  a  present  more 
of  his  acceptance  than  the  segment  fit 
hearth-broom,  but  soon  after  introducing 
Dr.  Johnson  himself  in  Bolt  Court,  withwl 
had  the  satisfaction  of  conversing  a  consi 
time,  not  a  fortnight  before  his  death; 
happened  in  St  Martin's  Street,  during  b 
to  Dr.  Burney,  in  the  hoiue  [No.  36.]  wh 
great  Sir  Isaac  Newton  had  lived  and  died  I 

In  one  of  his  little  inemoraiidam>bo 
the  following  minute : 

♦' August  9.,  3  P.M.,  setat.  72,  in  the  so 
house  at  Streatham.  After  innumerable 
tions  formed  and  neglected,  I  hare  retired 
to  plan  a  life  of  greater  diligence,  in  hope 
may  yet  be  useful,  and  be  daily  better  prep 
appear  before  my  Creator  and  my  Judgf 
whose  infinite  mercy  I  humbly  call  for  asa 
and  support.  My  purpose  is,  —  To  py— 
hours  every  day  in  some  serious  empio; 
Having  prayed,  I  purpose  to  employ  the  n 
weeks  upon  the  Italian  language  for  my 
study." 

How  venerably  pious  does  he  app 
these  moments  of  solitude !  and  how  S| 
are  his  resolutions  for  the  improvement 
mind,  even  in  elegant  literature,  at  s 
advanced  period  of  life,  and  when  ai 
with  many  complaints ! 

In  autumn  he  went  to  Oxford,  Birmin 
Lichfield,  and  Ashbourne,  for  which  ver 
reasons  might  be  given  in  the  conjoctm 
positive  manner  of  writers,  who  are  pre 
account  for  every  event  which  they  r 
He  himself,  however,  says,  **  The  moti 
my  journey  I  hardly  know  :  I  ouiitteil 
year,  and  am  not  willing  to  miss  it  a 
(Pr.  and  Med.^  p.  198.)  But  .some  good 
siderations  arise,  amongst  which  is  the  1 
recollection  of  Mr.  Hector,  surgeon,  ol 
minghom.  "  Hector  is  likewise  an  old  f 
the  only  companion  of  ray  childhood  thati 
through  the  school  with  me.  We  have  1 
loved  one  another ;  perhaps  we  may  be 
better  by  some  serious  conversation  \  of  i 
however,  I  have  no  distinct  hope." 

He  says,  too,  "  At  Lichfield,  my  native 
I  hope  t<^)  show  a  good  example  by  fre 
attendance  on  public  worship. 


Trom  Mftdame  D'Arblav's  addition,  that  it  happ^ord 
Court,  where  Johnson  cl<d  not  live  till  KCT«'ntevn  vm 
the  aMi|tn»Ml  date.     I  conclude  the  alfair  must  hav« 

merejpleasantrjr Crori:k,  1831-47. 

3  Tiiit  observation,  Juit  enough  in  general,  it  III 
here ;  Tor  this  had  been,  as  we  have  seen,  an  ainioct 
excursion,  and,  besides  the  additional  motives  Urr  the 
mentioned  in  the  text,  it  appears  that  Mrs.  Thrale*s  k 
had  forced  him  to  undertalce  this  little  tour  fur  tbi 
of  his  health  and  spiriu.  Did  Botwell  wish  to  1 
Thrale't  attention  ?—  CaoKsa. 
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[JOHNSON  TO  nil,  PATTEN, 

"^PH.  "Jl.  I7«l. 
**  DtAR  SlRv  —  It  is  sn  t»ng  Ktncc  ire  pimncrl  a.ny 
ttmw  Uigtrllier,  tlmt  you  may  he  allawe'tt  to  hn\c 
forgviltrn  «j>in<?  part  of  my  cUariWtvr :  und  I  know 
not  \i\.i'm  wbnt  other  ■         '  t?- 

oul  ocu*urc  or   eoii  sr 

«JilriA>>     Lifi  mc  not  i    .  l!! 

wliilr  wi*  ftpcftk   or   wriiir   them    we   lU-si^t    litiltf 
incAnlivif.      Wl»e«r*et  you  f4\<mr  mc*  with  «  letter, 
trc»«t  tTti»  M  rttie  llinl  is  glaiJ  of  your  kJnduesR  4Mid 
proud  of  your  wtcem. 

"  T''  .  '  ' .},  Imvo  U*cn  *eiit  ft)r  my  perusal 

J  o:  :.  if  joii  judge  III}'  inspcctiou 

Oeit.     ...      L.     ......   but    iUilt'cd,    I    tiu   nut;  fur 

viiAt  diJvrtijtAme  can  ttJ  isf  frouj  it  ?  A  <lir>tt<inary 
mnVj»tK  uf  tiidcpcnUi^iit  partn,  nnd  tWrtforo  aue 
|t«gv  i>k  not  itiiich  a  )tp«cltncii  of  the  rest.  It  docs 
not  occur  to  mo  tli«t  I  c«n  give  any  nuUtniice  to 
Ihv  HUthtiir,  nnd  fur  my  own  Interi'^.t  I  rirti^n  it  into 
your  hiiiidi.  «iitd  tht  itut  sup|,Hn.e  that  I  ^h:lll  ever 
mttr  my  umiw  willi  rvgrct  where  ^uu  aUaW  Uiiuk  it 
jiroptT  tfi  \ut  put. 

**  1  think  it,  ImwifVtfrf  my  duty  to  inform  n 
irritvT  who  intcndi  mo  *o  grrat  «n  hono>ir»  that  in 
ftvy  fipiriion  h<?  wouUl  h*rc  consulted  Hi*  Intercut 
\t\%  work  to  «om(f  powerful  And 
itir«  i*ho  can  givv  !um  mon?  ihiu»  a 
t*,i.<iii .  Tr.,..,  will  thi?  world  do  hut  liM>k  uiv  ;utd 
|au){h  when  one  scholar  tlfi limit's  to  Muolher? 

"  If  I  ]\.}i]  !>ei"n  coTiMiltLHl  alhiut  thin  T.(.^xtcon  of 
AtV'  io  it  wos  yet  only  a  dwi^gn,  I  should. 

Ilii«i  mIcJ  riillicT  a  difi^ion    of  Hebrew, 

Gn-tk^  4Uil  Kjnmn  partifulurs  into  three  vulnmcik, 
n  •  romltiji.-iti(in  in  o«Jc-      n*c  Iltbrcw   part,  at 

'     '  - -  -  '     '    *  -  'pjtmte,  a»  it  mig^ht 

I  fhc  use  might  bv 

^  own  tothe  Englifli 

which  tnighi  become  a  conec»ini(«ot  to 

Uiblv. 

woTk%  of  tt  muhifWrioua  nnd  extcn«ive 

'*]itml  Mj-te  uurk'rt;ikett  in  the  ccmntry,  the  neceimary 

'         t),      I  remtTMlwr  »  very 

vmdin  ',  v>f  whoTO,  when 

_L,  ^_ ijjjon  the   P*i'ilm%,   I  iiw 

i«  tii»  opinion  of  Hamiiiund'4  Com- 

■Otl  ir»«  aruiwered,   that    he    hud    nevvr 

it,      An   thin  ficntleman   ha*  the  f»pport(»- 

Con«iiltirt|;  ynti,  it  nueiU  not  to  he  HiipyniMvd 

not  heard  of  «IJ  tUv  prop»?r  lK>ni.\  .   hut 

ne«r  Kime  lihrary,  I  knnw  not  how  h« 

"  41 ind  If  he  in  conwiout  that  hi* 

v«M,   it   «uuld  be  prgdciit  to 
I  I   l»U   his  deficieacies  muy  Imj 

not  very  nandld  tn  hint  any  KUK|iicioiiii 

1  I   iMve  not   wvn, 

excused,   wnce  I 

.....  T. >.,   ...  .>  ,..,..ud  iiuo,  whu  ha* 


I  elected  me  for  the  honour  of  m  dcdtc  Uon,  iif»l  to 
whom    I    «m    tndebted    for    a  corr  xjMiiidifnrc   to 


y«luahle  an  voun.     And 


your  must  liumblc  ktrrvant, 
— Gc»i,  Miff. 


h^  tti*     f  mny  not  lo*o 

i  I  ler  with 

I  entrtml 

....    -..  ...Hhg  d  tlttU* 

Sam.  JoniiMM.**' 


JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THHALE. 

•♦  Oj/or/i  Or<o^r  17.  1781.  —  On  Monday 
t*veni«f;  arrived  at  the  Angel  inn  at  Otforrl,  Mr. 
Jolmson    and    Mr.    Ikrbcr.  without   iiny    «tnbt«r 

nceidrnt 
'*  I  am  here;  l>ut  why  nm  I  h*!*?  on  my  *»y 

to  Lichfield,  where  I  believe  Mr*.  Aston  will  Tw 
If  hid  to  sec  mu.  We  have  known  each  tpih*?r  bn^, 
and,  by  eonvH^iuvncCt  are  both  ohl;  ami  »hc  is 
piimlytic;  and  if  I  do  not  see  her  noon,  I  may 
•iev  her  no  more  in  this  world.  To  make  «  visit  on 
such  con*iderBiion»  is  to  m»  on  a  melAooholy  crVRDd. 
But  %ucb  i»  llie  cuiirsc  of  life. 

**  LnfiJitU,  Otiitlttr  20,  I78L  —  I  wiote  from 
Oxford,  where  1  ntaid  two  dftys.  On  llunwlay  | 
weftt  lu  Birtnitij^ham,  and  wa»  told  by  Hector  that 
I  fthtmld  not  be  wcU  *o  n^ioa  a»  I  e«|Hfc<ted ;  but 
that  well  1  should  be.  Mr».  CareJevi  rook  mo 
niuler  her  care,  and  told  tiie  whrn  /  had  (m  rnoH^k. 
On  Friday  I  came  hither^  and  have  cwapcd  the 
po<t-ch*i%e5 •  all  the  way.  Every  body  here  la  as 
kind  m  1  expecU-d  ;  I  think  Lucy  ii  kinder  Uian 
ever." 

''  Jf/tlK^vmf,  i\ortmbtr  10,  1781.  —  Yesterday  I 
came  to  A*l»bourne,  and  htat  night  I  had  very  JUtb 
rest  Pr.  Taylor  livttn  on  milk,  and  ^qw«  cfcry 
day  better,  ami  in  not  witolly  wtihout  hope. 

"  LifhjlritU  Dftrmtttr  ,M.  I  78| .  —  I  am  now  comt 
back  to  Lichfield,  where  I  do  not  iiiiend  to  »t*y 
lonjc  enongti    \o    receive  auothi  -    '   -•  |    l^ve 

little  to  do  liere  hut  to  take   i  Akton, 

I  hope  not  the  last   Ifttvi-,      1.  .ma   may 

with  tuonr  confidence  than  Sophont&ha 

*  Avremo  tu^tu  lungo  lunffo  ipaxio 
Per  «t«rr  awi«in«,  <t  fartt  forvectcniov' ' 

.lOirwsoN  TO  ALLEN  \ 

••i,»...    ......      \..,v ...      lT,|. 

*•  DjtAH  Siii»^ —  t  am  t.  iti, 

try  (o  iJiink  fif  Boh  C«u,  ,V0 

Athhciume,  whrro  I  now  uio,  io  a  da)  ur  Iwu,  aud 
to  m»ke  my  (vny  tlirou;7h  Lieh(ieid«  Uimuugham» 
and  Oiford,  with  what  eipcdiiiuii  1  dcevttlly  can, 
and  then  we  will  have  a  rx>w  and  a  dimirr,  and  now 
atiU  then  •-  '■-*'  ■^'i' \vm  to|(oLb«r. 


«   II*  ru 
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I  doubt  not  but  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  send 
the  oysters  to  Lichfield,  and  I  now  beg  that  you 
will  let  Mrs.  Desmoulins  have  a  guinea  on  my 
account 

My  health  has  been  but  indifferent,  much  of  the 
time  I  have  been  out,  and  my  journey  has  not 
supplied  much  entertainment. 

"  I  shall  be  at  Lichfield,  I  suppose,  long  enough 
to  receive  a  letter,  and  I  desire  Mrs.  Desmoulins 
to  write  immediately  what  she  knows.  I  wish  to  be 
told  about  Frank's  wife  and  child.*  I  am,  dear 
Sir.  your  most  humble  servant, 
—  AfS.  "Sam.  Jounsom.**] 

My  correspondence  with  him  during  the  rest 
of  thi8  year  was,  I  know  not  why,  very  scanty, 
and  all  on  my  side.  I  wrote  him  one  letter  to 
introduce  Mr.  Sinclair  (now  Sir  John),  the 
member  for  Caithness*,  to  his  acquaintance; 
and  informed  him  in  another  that  my  wife  had 
again  been  affected  with  alarming  symptoms  of 


CHAPTER  LXXIV. 


1782. 


Death  of  Robert  Levett.  —  Ver$e$  to  his  Memory. — 
Chatterton.  —  Dr.  Lawrence.  — Death  of  Friend- 
ship. —  "  Beauties  "  and  "  Deformities  "  of  John- 
son. —  Misery  of  being  in  Debt.  —  ^ix  Rules  for 
Travellers.  —  Death  of  Lord  Auchinltck.  — 
•*  Kindness   and    Fondness.*' —  Life.  —  Old  Age. 

—  Evils  of  Poverty.  —  Prayer  on  Imving  Strea- 
tham.  —  Visit  to  Cowdrey.  —  Nichols's  "  Anec- 
dotes."—  mison's    **  ArchtFological   Dictionary.** 

—  Dr.  Fatten. 

In  1782  his  complaints  increased,  and  the  Iiis- 
tory  of  his  life  this  year  is  little  more  than  a 
mournful  recital  of  the  variations  of  his  illness, 
in  the  midst  of  which,  however,  it  will  appear 
from  his  letters,  that  the  powers  of  his  mind 
were  in  no  degree  impaired. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  Jan. 5.  1781 
*•  Dkar  Sia,  —  I  sit  down  to  answer  your  letter 
on  the  same  day  in  which  I  received  it,  and  am 
pleased  that  my  first  letter  of  the  year  is  to  you. 
No  man  ought  to  be  at  ease  while  he  knows  him- 
self in  the  wrong  ;  and  I  have  not  satisfied  myself 
with  my  long  silence.  ITie  letter  relating  to  Mr. 
Sinclair,  however,  was,  I  believe,  never  brought. 

"  My  health  has  been  tottering  this  last  year ; 
and  I  can  give  no  very  laudable  account  of  my 
time.  I  am  always  hoping  to  do  better  than  I 
have  ever  hitherto  done.  My  journey  to  Ash> 
bourne   and   Staffordshire   was   not   pleasant ;  for 


I  Barber  was  with  hin  on  this  Journey :  the  whole  letter 
exhibits  mmw/iVr  of  Johnion't  charity  and  good  nature 
towards  hi«  humble  fHcnds.  —  Crokem. 

3  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Sinclair  of  Ulbiter.  Bart. ;  a 
Toluminoua  writer  on  agriculture  and  itatlitio —  Cbokbr. 


what  enjoyment  has  a  sick  man  vi«itii 
Shall  we  ever  have  another  frolic  like 
to  the  Hebrides? 

*'  I  hope  that  dear  Mrs.  Boswell  wil 
her  complaints :  in  losing  her  you  wil 
anchor,  and  be  tossed,  without  stabii 
waves  of  life.*  I  wish  both  you  and  liei 
years,  and  very  happy. 

**  Fur  some  months  past  I  have  be< 
drawn  from  the  world,  that  I  can  send  } 
particular.  All  your  friends,  howeve 
and  will  be  glad  of  your  return  to  Lone 
dear  Sir,  &c.,  Sam.  J 

At  a  time  when  he  was  less  able  tl 
once  been  to  sustain  a  shock,  he  wa 
deprived  of  Mr.  Levett ;  which  eve 
communicated  to  Dr.  Lawrence. 

JOHNSON  TO  LAWREN( 

"Ja 
*•  Sir,  —  Our  old  friend,  Mr.   Levett 
last  night  eminently  cheerful,    died  thi 
The  man  who  lay  in  the  same   room, 
uncommon  noise,  got  up  and  tried  to 
speak,   but  without  effect.     He    then 
Holder,  the  apothecary,  who.  though  wli 
he  thought  him  dead,  opened   a   vein, 
draw  no  blood.     So  has  ended    the  Ion 
very  useful  and  very  blameless   man. 
your  most  humble  servant,  Sam.   J< 

In  one  of  his  memorandum-bool 
possession  is  the  following  entry  : 

"  January  20.,  Sunday,  Robert  Levett 
in  the  churchyard  of  Bridewell,  bctwcc 
two  in  the  afternoon.  He  died  on  Tht 
about  seven  in  the  morning,  by  an  ini 
death.  He  was  an  old  and  faithful 
have  known  him  from  about  1746.  G 
May  God  have  mercy  on  hin»  !  Ma 
mercy  on  me  I " 

Such  was  Johnson's  affectionate  i 
Levett  * ,  that  he  honoured  his  mei 
the  following  pathetic  verses  : 

"  Condemn'd  to  Hope's  delusive  min 
As  on  we  toil  from  day  to  day. 
By  sudden  blast  or  slow  decline 
Our  social  comforts  drop  away. 

»•  Well  try'd  through  many  a  varying 
See  Levett  to  the  grave  descend  ; 
Officious,  innocent,  sincere. 

Of  every  friendless  name  the  frier 

**  Yet  siill  he  fills  affection's  eye. 
Obscurely  wise  and  coarsely  kind 
Nor,  letter'd  arrogance,  deny 
Thy  praise  to  merit  unrL'fined. 

"  When  fainting  Nature  call'd  for  aid 
And  hovering  death  prepared  the 
His  vigorous  remedy  display 'd 
The  power  of  art  without  the  she 


>  The  truth  of  this  hai  been  proved  by  sad  ei 
BoswBU..    Mrs.  Boswell  died  June  4.  I7§9.  __  y, 

<  See  an  account  of  him,  antr,  p.  78.  n.  7 c. 
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*'  In  misery's  darkest  caverns  known, 
His  ready  help  was  ever  nigh/ 
Where  hopeless  anguish  pour'd  his  groan^ 
And  lonely  want  retired  to  die.' 

"  No  summons  mock'd  by  chill  delay, 
No  petty  gains  disdained  by  pride  : 
'llie  modest  wants  of  every  day 
The  toil  of  every  day  supply'd. 

••  His  virtues  walk'd  their  narrow  round, 
Nor  made  a  pause,  nor  left  a  void ; 
And  sure  the  eternal  Master  found 
His  single  talent'  well  euiploy'd. 

**  The  busy  day,  the  peaceful  night*, 
Unfelt,  uncounted,  glided  by  ; 
His  frame  was  firm,  his  powers  were  bright, 
Though  now  his  eightieth  year  was  nigh. 

"  Then,  with  no  throbs  of  fiery  pain, 
No  cold  gradations  of  decay. 
Death  broke  at  once  the  vital  clinin. 
And  freed  his  soul  the  nearest  way." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR.   BEATNIFFE, 
Recorder  of  Hull. 
•*  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street,  February  14. 1782. 

Sia,  —  Uobert  Levett,  with  whom  I  have  been 
H>nnected  by  a   friendship  of  many   years,   died 
ately  at  my  house.     His  death  was  sudden,  and 
lo  will  has  yet  been  found  ;  I  therefore  gave  notice 
>f  his  death   in  the  papers,  that  an  heir,   if  he  has 
my,  may  appear.     He  has  left  very  little  ;  but  of 
hat  little  his  brother  is  doubtless  heir,  and  your 
riend  may  be   perhaps  his  brother.      I  have  had 
mother  application  from  one  who  calls  himself  his 
brother ;  and  I  suppose  it   is  tit  that  the  claimant  ! 
should  give  some  proofs  of  his  relation.      I  would  I 
gladly  know,  from  the  gentleman  that  thinks  him-  | 
wlf  II.  lA'vett's  brother, 

**  In  what  year,  and  in   what  parish.  R.  Levett 
ras  l)orn  ? 

"  Where  or  how  was  he  educated  ? 

•«  What  was  his  early  course  of  life  ? 

'*  Wliat  were  the  maiks  of  his  person ;  his  stature  ; 
he  colour  of  his  eyes  ? 

♦•  Was  he  marked  by  the  small-pox  ? 

'*  Had  he  any  impedinicnt  in  his  speech  ? 

"  What  relations  had  he,  and  how  many  are  now 
iving? 


'  JohnsDU  r<<p<'»tcil  this  line  to  tne  thus : 

•*  Ami  lalMiur  sti-aU  aii  hour  to  die." 

Jnt  he  nfterwardi  altereil  it  to  ihr  present  reading.—  Bo«- 
»»LL.  j 

3  Allii*i«n  to  tho  p.iralile,  Matthew  xxv.  l.'i —  ('KiiKKR.        | 

3  Ji>hn«<in.  ntiu  iivrd  to  (iisp.ir:i);i>  Cray  ko  miirh,  fmind  | 
omr  of  his  happy  t>\pro«>iiin<t  UriKcrinir  in  his  memorv.  . 
Hr.  Marklnnd  ixniitoi  out  lo  iiii<  tliat  "  The  busy  day  —  ike  \ 
tfoci'jul  mf(ht "  Mr«'  in  Cray'*  Oiicnn  VicixsityiU-B,  and  "  The  ,' 
kougMtii-M  day,  tht-  t'titr/  /ii),'*/,"  in  hi«  I'iths  tm  Eton  C<tt-  ! 
fge.  —  Cbokfb,  1H47.  I 

«  The  rviultii  of  John«on**  inquirioi  were,  that  Levett  was 
torn  at  Wi'st  F.II;i.  alxmt  flv«  mile»  from  Hull ;  was  iiup- 
Nxed  to  he  about  7m  yeiir*  uld,  wax  the  eldett  of  a  family  of 
en  chililren.  and  left  two  brother*  and  a  tiitcr  living — 
Cbokeh.  IK  17.  I 

^  This  note  w4«  In  answer  to  one  which  accompanied  one  < 
if  the  earliest   luimphlrtt  on  the  subject  of  Chatterton's  . 
r.    entitled    "  C"iirsi>ry   ObserTationa    on    th«    Poems 


itributed  to  Thcmias  Howley."  «tc.    Mr.  Thomas  Warton's  i 
rrr  able  "  Inquiry  "  appeared  about  three  months  ailrr-  I 
rards;  and  Mr.  Tyrivhitt's  admirable  *' Vindication  of  his 
kppendix,"  in  the  summer  of  tho  same  year,  left  the  believers 


*'  His  answer  to  these  questions  will  show  whe- 
ther he  knew  him ;  and  he  may  then  proceed  to 
show  that  he  is  his  brother. 

"  He  may  be  sure,  that  nothing  shall  be  hastily 
wasted  or  removed.  I  have  not  looked  into  his 
boxes,  but  transferred  that  business  to  a  gentleman 
in  the  neighbourhood,  of  character  aliovc  suspi- 
cion.* Sam.  Johnson."] 
—  Hancood  MSS. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  STRAHAN.  ' 
"  Feb.  4. 1782. 

"Dear  Maoam, —  Mrs.  Williams  showed  me 
your  kind  letter.  This  little  habitation  is  now  but 
a  melancholy  place,  clouded  with  the  gloom  of  dis- 
ease and  death.  Of  the  four  inmates,  one  has  been 
suddenly  snatched  away ;  two  are  oppressed  by 
very  afflictive  and  dangerous  illness ;  and  I  tried 
yesterday  to  gain  some  relief  by  a  third  bleeding 
from  a  disorder  which  has  for  some  time  distressed 
me,  and  I  think  myself  to-day  much  better. 

*•  I  am  glad,  dear  Madam,  to  hear  that  you  are 
so  far  recovered  as  to  go  to  Bath.  Let  me  once 
more  entreat  you  to  stay  till  your  health  is  not  only 
obtained,  but  confirmed.  Your  fortune  is  such  as 
that  no  moderate  expense  deserves  your  care  ;  and 
you  have  a  husband  who,  I  believe,  does  not  re- 
gard it.  Stay,  therefore,  till  you  are  quite  well. 
I  am,  for  my  part,  very  much  deserted ;  but  com- 
plaint is  usek'ss.  I  hope  God  will  bless  you,  and  1 
ilesire  you  to  form  the  same  wish  for  me.  1  am, 
dear  Madam,  &c..  Sam.  Johnson." 

JOHNSON  TO  MALONE. 

"  Feb.  27. 17W. 
"  Sir,  —  I  have  for  many  weeks  been  so  much 
out  of  order,  that  1  have  gone  out  only  in  a  coach 
to  Mrs.  Thrale's,  where  I  can  use  all  the  freedom 
that  sickness  requires.  Do  not,  therefore,  take  it 
amiss,  that  I  am  not  with  you  and  Dr.  Farmer. 
I  hope  hereafter  to  see  you  often.  I  am,  Sir,  &c., 
"  Sam.  Johnson." 

JOHNSON  TO  MALONE. 

"  March  S.  1782. 
"  Dear  Sir,  —  I  hope  I  grow  better,  and  shall 
soon  l>e  able  to  enjoy  the  kindnev«  of  my  friends. 
I  think  this  wild  adherence  to  Chatterton  *  more 
unacroimtable  than  the  ob.stinate  defence  of  Ossian. 
In  Ossian  there  is  a  national    pride,  which  may  lie 


in  this  darin);  impottture  nothing  but  "  the  resolution  to  say 
again  what  h:id  be«-u  said  iM-titre."  Daring,  Imwe^er.  as  this 
fiction  was.  and  wild  .u  was.  the  adherence  to  <'hatterton. 
both  w«"re  greatly  evit-eiied  in  179^  and  the  following  yt-ar, 
by  a  still  more  audacious  impOKtiire,  and  the  prrtniacity  of 
one  of  itt  adhfrent^.  who  hat  immortalised  hi*  name  by  piil)- 
liohing  a  iMilky  vulume,  of  which  thr  direct  and  maniti^t 
objiH't  was.  to  i)rovc  the  authenticity  i>f  certain  lutiicrsattri- 
buti>d  to  Shakfpf-are.  after  the  fabricator  of  the  spurinus 
trash  had  publicly  acknowledged  tho  impn«tiire.  —  Malosk. 
Mr.  Malone  alludes  to  the  t(irger>,  by  Air  William  lleiirv 
Iri-land,  of  the  Shakespearian  pa|M>rR  wliicli  were  exhiliited. 
with  a  ridiculous  mixtun'  of  pomii  and  mjster}-.  at  hit 
father's  house  in  Norfolk  Street,  it  seems  'scarcely  ron- 
CHivable  how  such  palpable  impositions  could  have  deceived 
th<>  most  ignorant ;  and  yet  thert*  were  numerous  du|ies 
in  the  critical  and  literarv  circles  of  the  day.  Mr.  W.  II. 
Ireland  afterwards  publi^m-d  a  full  and  minute  confession 
of  the  whole  progress  of  his  forgerv ;  but.  with  acur1o«is 
obstinacy,  he,  in  this  work,  vehemently  arcukes  of  blindness, 
ignorance,  and  iuid  faith,  all  those  who  detected  what  he  nm. 
fesses  to  have  be«>n  an  imposture,  and  Is  equally  lavikh  in 
praise  of  the  discernment  and  judgment  of  those  whom  he 
proves  to  have  been  dupes.  —  Caoats.  He  died  in  I W4.  — 
Wright. 
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forgiven,   though    it  cannot    be    applauded.       In 
Chattcrton  there  is  nothing  but   the  resolution  to 
say  again  what  has  once  been  said.      I  am,  Sir,  &c., 
*•  Sam.  Johkson." 

These  short  letters  show  the  regard  which 
Dr.  Johnson  entertained  for  Mr.  !^laIone,  who 
the  more  he  is  known  is  the  more  highlj  valued. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  tliat  «fohnson  was 
prevented  from  sharing  the  elegant  hospitality 
of  that  gentleman's  table,  at  which  he  would 
in  every  respect  have  been  fully  gratified.  Mr. 
Malonc,  who  has  so  ably  succeeded  him  as  an 
editor  of  Shakspeare,  has,  in  his  Preface,  done 
great  and  just  honour  to  Johnson's  memory. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.   PORTER. 

"  London,  March  2. 1782. 

**  Dear  Madam,  —  I  went  away  from  Lichfield 
ill,  and  have  had  a  troublesome  time  with  my 
breath.  For  some  weeks  I  have  been  disordered 
by  a  cold,  of  which  I  could  not  get  the  violence 
abated  till  I  had  been  let  blood  three  times.  I 
have  not,  however,  been  so  bad  but  that  I  could 
have  written,  and  am  sorry  that  I  neglected  it. 

"  My  dwelling  is  but  melancholy.  Both  Wil- 
liams, and  Desmoulins,  and  myself,  are  very  sickly; 
Frank  is  not  well ;  and  poor  Levett  died  in  his  bed 
the  other  day  by  a  sudden  stroke.  I  suppose  not 
one  minute  passed  between  health  and  death.  So 
uncertain  are  human  things. 

*»  Such  is  the  appearance  of  the  world  about  me ; 
I  hope  your  scenes  are  more  cheerful.  But  what- 
ever l)efalls  us,  though  it  is  wise  to  be  serious,  it  is 
useless  and  foolish,  and  perhaps  sinful,  to  be  gloomy. 
Let  us,  therefore,  keep  ourselves  as  easy  as  we 
can  ;  though  the  loss  of  friends  will  be  felt,  and 
poor  Levett  had  been  a  faithful  adherent  for  thirty 
years. 

"  Forgive  me,  my  dear  love,  the  omission  of 
writing ;  I  hope  to  mend  that  and  my  other  faults. 
Let  me  have  your  prayers.  Make  my  compli- 
ments to  Mrs.  Cobb,  and  Miss  Adey,  and  Mr. 
Pearson,  and  the  whole  company  of  my  friends. 
I  am,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnson." 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"  Bolt  Ck)urt,  March  19.  1782. 
«  Drar  Madam,  —  My  last  was  but  a  dull 
letter,  and  I  know  not  that  this  will  be  much  more 
cheerful :  1  am,  however,  willing  to  write,  because 
you  are  desirous  to  hear  from  me.  My  disorder 
has  now  begun  its   ninth  week,  for  it  is  not  yet 


I  Dr.  LAwronco  hsid  long  l)f>cn  his  friend  and  confidant 
A  conversation  Mrs.  Thrale  »aw  thi»m  hold  togother  in 
Essex  Street,  one  day  in  the  year  1781  or  1742,  was  a  singular 
and  melancholy  ono.  Dr.  Johnson  was  exceedingly  ill,  and 
she  accompanied  him  thither  for  advice.  The  physician  was, 
howKver,  in  s<»rae  respects,  more  to  be  pitied  than  the  patient : 
Johnson  was  panting  under  an  asthma  and  dropsy ;  but  I.aw- 
rence  had  been  brought  home  that  very  morning  struck  with 
the  palsy,  from  which  he  had,  two  hours  before  they  came, 
•trove  to  awaken  himself  by  blisters :  thev  were  both  deaf, 
and  scarce  able  to  speak  besldiff ;  one  from  difficulty  ol* 
breathing,  the  other  from  paralytic  debility.  To  give  and 
ri'ceivc  medical  counsel,  therefore,  they  fairly  sat  down  on 
each  Aide  a  tabic  in  the  doctor';  gloomy  apartment,  adorned 
with  skeletons,  preserved  monsters,  and  agreed  to  write 
Latin  billets  to  each  other.  [.Mr.  Malone,  in  his  MS.  notes, 
•ays  that  this  description  is  idtfal,  as  Dr.  I^wrenco  had  no 
aknletons  or  monsters  in  htt  room.]  "  Such  a  scene.  Ac."  ex- 
claims Mrs.  Thrale, "  did  I  never  see."  "  You,"  •aid  Johnaon, 


over.  I  was  last  Thursday  blooded  for  the 
time,  and  ha^e  since  found  myself  much  i 
but  1  am  very  tender  and  easily  hurt; 
since  we  partcKi  I  have  had  but  little  comfo 
I  hope  that  the  .<ipring  will  recover  me,  and 
the  summer  I  shall  see  Lichfield  again,  foi 
not  delay  my  visit  another  year  to  the 
autumn. 

"  1  have,  by  advertising,  found  poor  Mr. 
brothers,  in  Yorkshire,  who  will  take  the  1 
has  left ;  it  is  but  little,  yet  it  will  be  w 
for  I  believe  they  are  of  very  low  condition 

"  To  be  sick,  and  to  see  nothing  but  \ 
and  death,  is  but  a  gloomy  state :  but 
better  times  oven  in  this  world,  will  con 
whatever  this  world  may  withhold  or  gi^er  ^ 
be  happy  in  a  better  state.  Pray  for  me.  i 
Lucy.  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Co 
Miss  Adey,  and  my  old  friend,  Hetty  Bail 
to  all  the  Lichfield  ladies.      I  am,  &c., 

"  Sam.  Joh> 

On  the  day  on  which  this  letter  was  n 
he  thus  feelingly  mentions  bis  respected 
and  physician,  Dr.  Lawrence  :  — 

"  Poor  Lawrence  has  almost  lost  the  s 
hearing;  and  I  have  lost  the  conversallo 
learned,  intelligent,  and  communicative  com 
and  a  friend  whom  long  familiarity  has 
endeared.  Lawrence  is  one  of  the  best  niei 
I  have  known.  —  Nostrum  omnium,  miserert 
(Pr.  and  Med,  p.  i>03.)> 

It  was  Dr.  Johnson^s  custom,  when  hi 
to  Dr.  Lawrence  concerning  his  own  he 
use  the  Latin  language.  1  have  been  fa 
by  Miss  Lawrence  with  one  of  these  let 
a  specimen : 

"T.  LAWRENCIO,  MKDICO  $ 
"  Mails  Calettdis. 
"  Novum  frigus,  nova  tussis,  nova  spiral 
ficultas,  novain  sanguinis  missioncin  suaden 
tamen  tc  inconsulto  nolim  fieri.  Ad  tc  wi 
possum,  nee  est  cur  ad  me  venias.  Licere 
iicere  uno  verbo  dicendum  est ;  czptera  i 
Holdero'  reliqueris.  Si  per  te  licet,  im 
nuncio  Holdcrura  ad  me  deduccre.  Po&tqi 
discesseris  quo  me  vertam  ?  "  * 

Soon  after  the  above  letter,  Dr.  La' 
left  London,  but  not  before  the  pal: 
made  so  great  a  progress  as  to  render  h 
able  to  write  for  himself.     The  followi 


are  "  timide  and  grtide;"  finding  that  his  friend  had  « 
palliative  not  drastic  remedies.  "  It  is  not  me,"  r« 
Lawrence,  in  an  interrupted  voice ;  ••  'tis  nalur 
gelid^  and  tiinnte"  In  fact  he  lived  l>iit  few  moni 
and  retained  his  raciiltivs  a  still  shorter  time.  He  w 
of  strict  piety  and  profound  learninji.  Imt  little  skill 
knowieii^e.  of  life  or  manners,  and  died  without  ert 

enjoyed  the  reputation  he  so  justly  deserved. Amti 

Crokek. 

3  Bosweli  here  departs  a  little  from  the  order  o 
Ckoker. 

3  Mr.  Holder,  in  the  Strand.  Dr.  Johnaon'*  «potb 

Bos  WELL.  *^^ 

*  *•  May,  17<»2.  Fresh  cold,  renewed  coneh  an 
creased  difficulty  of  breitthing  ;  all  suggest  a  furtbt 
of  blood,  whirh,  however.  1  do  not  choose  to  have  dc 
out  your  advice.  I  cannot  well  conio  to  you  nor  i*  t 
occasion  for  your  cumins  to  me.  You  mar  •«▼.  iq  o 
yes  or  no,  and  leave  the  rest  to  Holder  and  me!    If ' 
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ftirtiiicts  from  letters  tddreased  by  Johneon  to 
Mht»  LawrcQcc : 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  LAWRENCE. 

"  Bolt  CiMjri,  Flf"*  hUr*%.  t-Vtv,  I.  I7R8. 
^1  Yinj  will  easily  bvlicifi*  with  what  glAilftciks  I 
read  that  you  bad  heitrd  ixtce  ngnin  ihut  voice  to 
vUich  wc  JjAvv  all  so  often  deliglilrJ  to  dttcnil. 
M»)f  y«u  oru'ti  hear  it*  If  «'e  liud  hi*  tnind,  «nd 
Iti*  tuDgue.  «'c  cikidd  ipnrc  the  rrst; 

**  I  am  not  vigorout,  bui  much  better  than  when 
6»»t  Dr.  LawrciiL-i.'  held  my  pui'se  the  IjLvt  fiinu. 
Br  M)  kind  as  to  Ivt  mc  kiiuw,  from  one  liitlc 
rval  to  ntunher,  the  kLiittt  of  hia  bod).  1  mn 
i<d  (hut  hi*  rem«*ml}irrs  me,  and  Uopt;  LtiAt  it 
cnn  be  ]>o<ixildfr  (qt  me  to  forget  him,      July 

**  I  am  much  ddight«d  artm  with  th»  tmnU 
4ifvuitces  whieh  dcnr  Dr.  l^wrcn-  '       rnworda 

n'covtTY.      If  wv  could   Lftvc  ii  mind, 

|U>d    Lix  ton^rui!   in    tdii   itiiindf   ;i.  r.L  I  hioui, 

ve  •hoiild  not  much  tmncnt  ihc  rrt^t.  I  bhoiiiti 
BOt  dc^pnir  of  hrlping  the  Kwcllt'd  Itand  by  lAti!' 
tricity.  if  it  trcte  frLMjocutly  uttd  diligently  suppltvdf 

•*  L^  mo  know  fromi  timtr  to  time  w-hatcvpr 
•f  And  I  houc  I  need  not  ttdl  you  how 
I  nm  int«rc«it}d  in  cvvty  chmigv.     Aug^  S6> 

*n>ougU  tite  scrount  with  which  you  favoured 
me  in  your  ImI  lelt«r  could  not  give  me  tht 
|)ltfii«iir*  th.-it  t  winbed,  yet  1  wax  gluti  to  receive 
It  I  for  mr  NfTertion  to  my  deiir  friend  mnke»  me 

^ .f  it   be.      I 
r  rnc  kiiow, 

Many  filJi  of  s^^vtrre  illtievi  Uitve,  for  nbuut  three 
til*  pnxl,  forced  my  kind  |»hysici,-in  ofton  upon 
mind.      I  u»i  now  better  ;   imd  hope  grntitude, 
a*  well    a«  di*trcs«,  c»n  he  «  motive  to   rcmem* 

iOUNSON  TO  CAPTAIN  LANU TON '. 
In  ttifiheiter. 

**  DuU  Court.  Mirclt  )a.  ITH'j, 
**  DcAft  Sfik,  —  tt  iH  now  long  Mnce  we  kuw  one 
ft  i  and.  whati-ver  h;i4  been  ilie  reason,  neither 
have  writfeij  to   nie,   nor    l  to  you,      To  let 
hip  die  A  way  by  ni*gl»)i^ence  and  silence,  ii 
til|   not   wiic.     It   \i   voluntarily    to  throw 
WW  of  tlic  iJteaU'tt  eoiiifbri*  of  ihi*  we»fy 
iTttMge*  of  which   when  it   is   »»    it   irtusi   hv, 
Gnnlly  nvriiy.  he   that  tr;ivets  on   alone  will 
uld  be  Ml  little.       Do  not 
i   <lo  not  forget  you.      It 


Pyn  hopt  of  »t.-einj(  Hgwiii. 

*•  Of   my   life,   frtmi   the  fi«»«    we  paned,    the 
M  iBtfunifuL     The  npnng  of  liut  year  t!e- 


<•    -.  lioro  ILI  .         illU    U,  I 

(d  Duw  Axed  bla  rvtUltdu*  at 


'  prived  roe  of  ThnUe,  »  nmn  whose  eye  for  fifteen 
ye(»r»«  Imd  nvtirvtiy  Itet'u  turned  u|Mm  uiv  hut  with 
rcapeet  j>r  leudentcMi ;  for  f»urh  amither  frtrnd,  thii 
^enercd  courwu  of  hitnmn  things  will  ntit  nuH'er  nvikn 
to  ho;>c.  I  prtWH'd  Ibe  tuinnw.-r  bI-  SirenibnTn,  bwt 
there  was   no  Tin  ibu 

«>uniitier  with  u  ««  >nd, 

I  niuile  li  Journey  i-.  oninui-i -nrjw  -mi  if.  i.Mu,t^  of 
winttr.  Hie  ii<eii<ion  was  drcjiry,  1  wuii  sickly,  «ud 
fount  I  the  fnendu  sickly  wliom  1  wvnt  to  mm. 
Afler  fi  <»orTnwfn1  wijcnirnt  1  retunu'd  to  n  hnbiUi' 
tion  poMtxcftcd  for  the  prescut  by  tvrn  -trk  w(m}«»tl| 
where  my  dear  old   friend,   Mr,   I.  ..>m, 

AS  he   u»«l   to  tell   nte,   I  owe  yont  ^nc, 

died  ft  few  weeki*  A^i\  -n  '  '  ^  ■  i  i^  im  .»  ,  ihcie 
piisitd  not,  I  believe,  a  cen  Iteatth  and 

death.       At    niglii,    ut       '  <  c\    uft    I    w«* 

muxitig  in  tny  chamber,  1  Utottgta  with  uncunmion 
mrneAtnet-s  thrtt,  however  1  might  alter  my  mod« 
of  life,  or  whithcr»oeTef  I  n»ight  remove^  1  would 
endeavour  to  rctAin  Lerett  iibout  nie:  in  the 
morning  rny  aenrdnt  brou^jht  me  word  tint  Lcett 
wux  calletl  tu  noutltei  rtati*.  •!  stale  for  M'tiiih.  1 
think,  he  wum  not  unprepuied,  fur  he  wux  very 
ukeftil  to  the  poor.  I  tow  much  nuever  I  valued 
him,  t  now  wiiih  that  I  hiid  valued  bini  more,* 

"  t  have  mytielf  bi*en  ill  more  tlian  eight  week* 
of  a  disorder,  f^om  irhich,  at  the  eii|)en<ie  of  about 
fifty  ounces  of  bluixl.  I  hope  I  am  h-  ig. 

*'  Vou,  deur  Nil,  have,  I  hojwf,   a  I'iil 

«ceue  :   yi>u  m:c  lieorgc  fond  of  hi-^   1.. _ i  ihe 

pretty  Mipdnn  airy  and  li^cly>  with  my  own  iitllu 
Jenny ',  er|ual  to  the  heitt ;  and  in  wlmtevtrr  cnn 
eontribute  to  yuur  <|uiet  or  pl&iL^ure,  yoti  have 
Lady  Kolhes  fivwJy  tu  concur.  May  whatever  you 
enjoy  of  good  be  increased,  ami  .  i>u  suffer 

of  evil  be  duninithod.      I  am, 

JOHNSON  TO  HECTOlt* 

■'  London.  V«rcb  SI .  1713. 

"  DxAa  Si%t  —  I  hope  I  do  not  \tn  trii>»tslj 
flatter  myself  to   imogine  tliat  yen  r« 

C«ri:le«i!>  ( p.  48^. )  will  be  glad  to  be><<  unt 

of  n>e.  J  peffufuied  the  journey  to  LuuJuu  with 
very  little  tnconvcnienee,  oiid  came  wife  tu  my 
habitation,  where  1  found  nothing  but  ill  bealtti. 
and,  iif  eonnequenee,  very  httle  cheurfulne.'vi.  t 
then  went  to  vi^it  a  little  w«y  into  tlm  eountry, 
where  1  got  a  romplaint  by  «  cold  wtiieh  ban  bung 
eight  wcek«  upon  rnr,  and  fmoi  which  I  am,  at  ih< 
eipenM.-  of  fifty  oni  -  >i,  not  yet  iVee.    I  am 

afratd  I  t«u%t  onci-  y  reeovvry  to  tvanu 

Wtuiher.  which  ikci-iii%  ut  make  uo  advaticen  icv 
ward«  u*, 

-  $uch  i«   my  health,  whi^h  wilh    J    hupe,   ikkim 
grow  lictter'^      In  otlter  respect*    |  have   no  rcaiu>n 
to  eomplain.      I  know  not  tl»At  I  h«i^t  wrUtcn  .my 
tiling  more  generally  commended  th 
the  l*ott»i  «£id  ha«e  found  the  n-orhi 
to  ctrtMi  me.  If  my  health  hail  invueu   me  to  tic 


tlnifinl  •itiiiliir  tn  thM 
,  to  «hldli.  m  liU  lUn 


♦  A  fwitof  tM«  l»tt  - 
ih«  wtdant  miNuitntf.  • 


J.  llo«w«Li.,  Jan. 
-'!  ••If.  I  ii«t©.  frora 

Ml  J  liolf  VruMb  Mt 
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in  much  company ;  but  this  season  I  have  been 
almoxt  wholly  employed  in  nursing  myself. 

**  Wlien  summer  comes  I  hope  to  see  you  again, 
and  will  not  ]iut  ofT  my  visit  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  I  have  lived  no  long  in  Ix)ndon,  thut  I  did 
not  ri>menibcr  the  difference  of  seasons. 

"  Your  health,  when  I  saw  you,  was  much  im- 
proved. You  will  be  prudent  enough  not  to  put 
it  in  danger.  I  hope,  when  we  meet  again,  we 
shall  congratulate  each  other  upon  fair  pros|)ects 
of  longer  life ;  though  what  are  the  pleasures  of 
the  longest  life,  when  placed  in  comparison  with  a 
happy  death  ?     I  am,  &c.,  Sam.  Jounson.** 

JOHNSON  TO  HECTOR. 

(  Without  a  datr,  but  $uppo$ed  to  hf  about  this  time.) 
«*  Dear  Sir,  —  That  you  and  dear  Mrs.  Careless 
should  have  care  or  curiosity  about  my  health 
gives  me  that  pleasure  which  every  man  feels  from 
finding  himself  not  forgotten.  In  age  we  feel 
again  that  love  of  our  native  place  and  our  early 
friends,  which,  in  the  bustle  or  amusements  of 
middle  life,  were  overborne  and  suspended.  You 
and  I  should  now  naturally  cling  to  one  another  ; 
we  have  outlived  most  of  those  who  could  pretend 
to  rival  us  in  each  other's  kindness.  In  our  walk 
through  life  we  have  dropped  our  companions,  and 
are  now  to  pick  up  such  as  chance  may  offer  us,  or 
to  travel  on  alone.  You,  indeed,  have  a  sister, 
with  whom  you  can  divide  the  day ;  I  have  no 
natural  friend  Icfl :  but  Providence  has  been 
pleased  to  preserve  me  from  neglect;  I  have  not 
wanted  such  alleviations  of  life  as  friendship  could 
supply.  My  health  has  been,  from  my  twentieth 
year,  such  as  has  seldom  afforded  me  a  single  day 
of  ease;  but  it  is  at  least  not  worse ;  and  I  some- 
times make  myself  believe  that  it  is  better.  My 
disorders  are,  however,  still  sufficiently  oppressive. 
*'  I  think  of  seeing  Staffordsliirc  again  this 
autumn,  and  intend  to  find  my  way  through  Bir- 
mingham, where  I  hope  to  sec  you  and  dear  Mrs. 
Careless  well.      I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

*<  Sam.  Johnson." 

♦•March  18.'  —  Having  been  from  the  middle 
of  January  distressed  by  a  cold,  which  made  my 
respiration  very  laborious,  and  from  which  I  was 
but  little  relieved  by  being  blooded  three  times; 
having  tried  to  ease  the  oppression  of  my  breast  by 
frequent  opiates,  which  kept  me  waking  in  the 
night  and  drowsy  the  next  day.  and  subjected  me 
to  the  tyranny  of  vain  imaginatioas ;  having  to  all 
this  added  frequent  cathartics,  sometimes  with  mer- 
cury, I  at  last  persuaded  Dr.  Lawrence,  on  Thurs- 
day^ March  H.,  to  let  me  bleed  more  copiously. 
Sixteen  ounces  were  taken  away,  and  from  that 


I  time  my  breath  has  been  free,  and  mj  br«ai 
On  that  day  I  took  little  food,  and  no  flest 
I  Thursday  night  I  slept  with  grvat  tranq 
!  On  the  next  night  I  took  diacodiutn  [syrup  < 
'  pies],  and  had  a  most  restless  night.  Of  tt 
j  day  I  remember  nothing,  but  that  I  roK 
I  afternoon,  and  saw  Mrs.  Lennox  and  Sewar 

I       "  Sttndayy  17 1  lay  late,  and  had  only 

j  to  dinner.  I  read  part  of  Waller's  Directc 
I  pious,  rational  liook  :  but  in  any  except  a  v 
'  gular  life  difficult  to  practiste. 

"  It  occurred  to  me,  that  though  my  time 
pass  unemployed,  no  more  should  pass  unct 
and  this  has  been  written  to-day,  in  conseqw 
that  thought.  I  read  a  Greek  chapter,  prayc 
Francis,  which  I  now  do  commonly,  and  ex] 
to  him  the  Lord's  Prayer,  in  which  I  find  com 
not  observed,  I  think,  by  the  expositors.  ] 
punch  for  myself  and  my  servants,  by  vb 
the  night,  I  thought  iKith  my  breast  and  tmagi 
disordered. 

Monday,  ]8. — I  rose  late,  looked  a  liu 
books.  Saw  Miss  Reynolds  and  Miss  Thra 
Nicolaida';  aAerwafds  Dr.  Hunter*  cai 
his  catalogue.  I  then  dined  on  tea.  &c.  ;  thi 
over  part  of  Dr.  Lawrence's  book  •*  De  Tei 
mentis,'  which  seems  to  have  been  written 
troubled  mind. 

"  My  mind  has  been  for  some  time  mu 
turbed.     The  peace  of  God  be  with  me. 

♦•  Tuesday^  19.  —  I  rose  late.  I  was  viw 
IVIrs.  Thrale,  Mr.  Cotton,  and  Mr.  Crofl 
took  Lawrence's  paper  in  hand,  but  was 
having  fasted  yesterday,  I  was  hungry,  and 
freely,  then  slept  a  little,  and  drank  tea ;  the 
candles,  and  wrote  to  Aston  and  Lucy ;  the 
on  with  Lawrence,  of  which  little  remai 
prayed  with  Francis. 

**  Mens  sedatior,  laus  Deo. 
"To-morrow  Shaw'  comes.      I   think  tc 
Lawrenoo,  and  write  to  Langton. 

"  Poor  Lawrence  has  almost  lost  the » 
hearing:  and  I  have  lost  the  conversatioi 
learned,  intelligent,  and  communicative  coni| 
and  a  friend  whom  long  familiarity  has 
endeared.  Lawrence  is  one  of  the  best  men 
I  have  known. 

"  Nostrum  omnium  miserere  IX*us. 
"  Wednesday^  20.  —  Shaw  came  ;  I  finUbe 
ing  Lawrence.  T  dined  liberally.  "Wrote 
letter  to  Langton,  and  designed  to  read,  b 
hindered  by  Strahan.  The  ministry  it  *<ft 
I  prayed  with  Frarcis,  and  gare  ihankM. 

"  To-morrow  —  To  Mrs.    Tliralc To  « 

Hector — To  Dr.  Taylor. 

"  Thursday,  21 1  went  to  Mrs.   Thrale. 

Cox*  and    Paradise  met    mc    at      the  doo 
went  with  mc  in  the  eoach.      Paradise's  Ion 


>  For  the  Inttor  half  r>r  thit  month  of  March  he  kept  the 
following  ilary .  uf  which  Botwell  has  given  only  one  para- 
graph—  Crokkr. 

"  Sir  William  Waller,  the  rarliamfnUry  General  In  the 
Grand  Ilebollion,  wrote  •'  Divine  Mfditatiotu  on  anreral 
Occasions,  irith  a  daily  Dirfctory,  KM*!."  —  Cbokeb.  1847- 

3  A  leami-d  Grei-k  ;  a  friend  of  Mr.  Langton.  —  Crukx*. 

*  The  raulitgup  referred  to  wa»  probably  that  of  the 
ancient  ci»in<  in  Dr.  Hunter'*  muitruTn.  whirh  wa»  uiiblifhed 
in  the  ennuiiig  yrar.  with  a  cla*sical  dciliration  t»  the  queen, 
which  |>rrhapR'[)r.  Jolinion  revited.  —  Crokbb. 

s  Thii  means.  1  suppose,  Galen's  worli,  De  Temperamentii 
et  inequali  tcmperie.  Lib.  iii.     Tkoma  Linccro,  Anglo  in- 


ierprete,  1521.  A  curious  hook,  which  Dr.  I.«wTe 
probablv  lent  him,  perhaps  with  a  vU»w  to  the  **tiaM 
seauenlly  mcntionwl.  _  CrokiiR,  li»47. 

•  Prob.il>ly  Mr.  Herbert  Croft,  who  had  suoDlicd  k 
a  life  of  Voimp.  —  i'KOKKH.  kk  ««  « 

'  Prot»ably  the  e«lit«>r  of  the  Gaf  lie  Dictlonarr  vb 
this  period,  wa-  warm  I  v  engaged  in  the  Oasian  oonC 
and  as  he  to<»k  Dr.  Johnson's  |>ari,  iirohablr  rM<M« 


assi»tnnce  from  him 

•  Mr.  Cox  wa*,    . 
Biillding*.  —  Crokf-R. 

'  Thiit  probably  rcfi-i«  w  <«'■■•<.-  i>rnn(>rcy  m 
Mr.  I'arodise  possessed  in  right  of  his  wif«, 


Anti.  J*,  i'l^.  f  pott   n   7J5 

"  Mr.  Cox  wa*,   I  believe,  a  •ollcllor    In    Soutfa 
^j.  —  Croker.  *"" 
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tlic  evening  wrote  to  Hector.  At  night  there  were 
eleven  visitants.  Conversation  with  Mr.  Cox. 
When  I  waked  I  saw  the  penthouses  covered  with 
snow. 

*'  Friday^  22.  —  I  spent  the  time  idly.  Mens 
turtnta.  In  the  aflornoon  it  snowed.  At  night 
I  wrote  to  Taylor  about  the  pot,  and  to  Hamilton 
about  the  Foedera.' 

**  Saturday^  I'X  —  I  came  home  and  found  that 
Dcsmoulins  had,  while  I  was  away,  been  in  bed. 
Letters  from  Langtou  and  Boswell.  I  promised 
L  —  'six  guineas. 

**  SuMlay,  '24.  —  I  roKC  not  early.  Visitors, 
Allen,  Dav's  Windham,  Dr.  Horsley.'  Dinner  at 
Strahan's.  Came  home  and  chatted  with  Wil- 
liams, and  read  llomans  ix.  in  Greek. 

•*  To-morrow  Inijiin  again  to  read  the  Bible ;  put 

rooms  in  order  ;  copy  L 's  letter.     At  night  I 

read  1 1  p.  and  something  more,  of  the  Bible,  in 
fifty-Bve  minutes 

*•  Tuesilayj  26".  —  I  copied  L 's  letter.    Then 

wrute  to  Mr!«.  Thrale.  Cox  visited  me.  I  sent 
home  Dr.  I^wrence's  papers,  with  notes.  I  gave 
[Mrs.  Desmoulins]  a  guinea,  and  found  her  a 
gown. 

•'  IFtdnetidayt  27.  —  At  Horley -street.*  Bad 
nights — In  tlie  evening  Dr.  Bromiield  and  his 
&mily  — Merlin's  steelyard  given  me. 

•*  Thursday^  28,  —  I  came  home.  Sold  Rymer 
for  Davies  ;  wrote  to  Boswell.  Visitors,  Dr.  Percy, 
Mr.  Crofts.  1  have,  in  ten  days  written  to  [Mrs.] 
Aston,  Lucy,  Hector,  I^ngton.  Boswell;  perhaps 
to  all  by  whom  my  letters  are  desired. 

*•  'ITie  weather,  which  now  begins  to  be  warm, 
gives  mc  great  help.  I  have  hardly  been  at  church 
this  year  ;  cvrt^iinly  not  since  the  15th  of  January. 
My  cough  and  difficulty  of  breath  would  not  per> 
permit  it. 

'*  I'his  is  the  day  on  which,  in  1752,  dear  Tetty 
died.  I  have  now  uttered  a  prayer  of  repentance 
and  contrition  ;  perhaps  Tetty  knows  that  I  prayed 
for  her.  I'erhaps  Tetty  is  now  praying  for  me. 
God  help  me.  'IIjou,  God,  art  merciful ;  hear  my 
prayers,  and  enable  me  to  trust  in  lliee. 

**  We  were  married  almost  seventeen  years,  and 
have  now  been  parted  thirty. 

"  I  then  read  1 1  p.  from  Ex.  'Mi.  to  Lev.  7.  I 
prayed  with  Francis,  and  used  the  prayer  for  Good 
Friday. 

"  2l>.  —  G<mhI  Fridity.  After  a  night  of  great 
disturbance  and  solicitude,  such  as  I  do  not  re^ 
member,  I  rose,  drank  tea,  but  without  eating, 
and  went  to  church.  1  was  very  comjiosed,  and 
eomijig  home,  read  Hammond  on  one  of  the  I'Nalms 
for  the  day.  I  then  read  I^^viticus.  Scott  [Lord 
Siowtllj  came  in.  A  kind  letter  from  [Mrs.]  Gas- 
in II.  I  read  on,  then  went  to  evening  prayers 
and  afterwards  drank  tea,  with  buns  :  then  read 
till  I  finished  Leviticus  24  pages  et  supra. 


rancis. 
pages   of  the 


"  Sa  —  Saturday.  Visitors,  Paradise,  and  I 
think  Ilorslcy.  Head  1 1  pages  of  the  Bible.  I 
was  faint ;  dined  on  herrings  and  poutoes.  At 
prayers.  I  think,  in  the  evening.  I  wrote  to  [Mrs] 
Gastrell,  and  received  a  kind  letter  from  Hector. 
At  night  I^wc.     Pr[ayed]  with  ¥t 

"31 Eatter-Day.      Head    IS 

Bible.     Ca?tera  alibi.  "] 
—Pr.  and  Med. 

On  the  foregoing  curious  passage  — 
''March  20.*  The  ministry  m  dittolred.  I 
prayed  with  Francis,  and  gave  thanks  **  —  it  has 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  whether  there 
are  two  distinct  particulars  mentioned  here  ? 
Or  that  we  are  to  understand  tlic  giving  of 
thanks  to  be  in  consequence  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  ministry  ?  In  supiiort  of  the  last  of 
these  conjectures  may  be  urged  his  mean  opi- 
nion of  that  ministry,  which  has  frequently 
appeared  in  the  course  of  this  work ;  and  it  is 
strongly  confinned  by  what  he  said  on  the  sub- 
ject to  Mr.  Seward  : — "I  aiu  glail  the  ministry 
is  removed.^  Such  a  bunch  of  imbecility  never 
disgraced  a  country .'^  If  they  sent  a  mes- 
senger into  the  city  to  take  up  a  printer, 
the  messenger  was  taken  up  instead  of  the 
printer,  and  committed  by  the  sitting  alder- 
man. If  they  scut  one  army  to  the  relief  of 
another,  the  iirst  army  was  defeated  and  taken 
l)efure  the  second  arnved.  I  will  not  say  that 
what  they  did  was  always  wrong ;  but  it  wtus 
always  done  at  a  wrong  time." 

I  wrote  to  him  at  ditferent  dates;  regretted 
that  1  could  not  come  to  London  this  spring, 
but  hoped  we  should  meet  somewhere  m  the 
summer ;  mentioned  the  state  of  my  affairs, 
and  sugf^tcd  hopes  of  siinie  preferment ;  in- 
formed him,  that  as  "The  Beauties  of  Johnson" 
had  been  published  in  London,  some  obscure 
scribbler  had  published  at  Edinburgh  what  he 
called  "  The  deformities  of  Johnson." 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London,  March  2S.  l7H'i. 
"  Dkar  Sir, —  Tlie  pleasure  which  we  used  to 
I  receive  from  each  other  on  Good-Fiiday  and  Easter- 
I  day,  we  must  lie  this  year  content  to  miss.       Let 
I  us,  however,  pray  for  each  other,  and  1  hope  to  see 
one  another  yet  from  time  to  time  with  mutual 
I  delight.     My  disorder  has  been  a  cold,  which  im- 
peded the    organs    of    re>piration,   and    kept    me 
^  many  weeks  in  a  state  of  great  uneasiness ;  but  by 
,  repeated  phlebotomy  it  is  now  relieved  :   and  next 
to  the  recovery  of  Mrs.  Boswell,  I  flatter  myself, 
that  you  will  rejoice  at  mine. 
I       "What  we  shall  do  in  the  summer,  it  is  yet  too 


bif  n  ronfinMlcil.  Sw  Jrffi-ison'M  Lettcrt,  where  he  advocates 
ParaJiAP'H  claim*  jw  \mu\/i  a  whig  and  frirnd  to  Amerlcin 
lndi'p<'n»lt:nr«' —  Tikikkb. 

1  A  MTt  nf  KymiT  which  he  wai  ch.irltahlj  rndeavouring  to 
sell  fur  Davi<>»,  prohablv  to  Mr.  (ierard  Hamilton  ;  and  thii 
WiU,  pcrhap*.  th<>  iKtasion  which  mjulu  Mr.  Ilamiltun  tajr  (ns 
U  «tated  in  Malune'*  MS.  nc»ti'«  communicated  to  mo  by  Mr. 
Markiaod)  that  Jutinton  ouro  aaked  hini  for  !M.  fur  a 
charluible  purpi>«e.  .Sir  Jmhua  toid  Malone  tliat  he  nevor 
■aked  hnn  lor  int.re  than  a  K'liiica  for  one  object.  -  Croker. 

■i  lA>iinox  or  I^wc  Y   I  b«'li«vp  Lowe.  —  Croklk.  1S47. 

a  111  17HH  Ulihop  uf  St.  DavidV  -  Croksh. 


*  l^nlialily  Mr.  Kamtar'K.  .^nfr,  p.  (Oa  —  CROKF.R. 

I      9  Boswrll  fiavu  imly  thu  paiKHKe  ln>in  the  l>iary,  nnd  niit- 
i  dated  it  2<llA  January,  and  lntnMliK;i>d  it  by  thr<u*  words:  "In 

one  ^fjoktuon't  rcgntert  (tf  IkiM  year  there  occurs  tkr/uiLftr  ■ 

iHfj  curiout  patsa):e  "  —  CHiiasR. 
^  On  the  prfCi-4linK  day  the  miniitrj  had  beeo  chaiiK«>d. — 
'  BlAutNR.    Lord  Nurtti'i  admini8trati«in  was  auperRedcd  by 

that  oi  Lord  Kockiiigliam,  on  the  Vjtk  .VarcA.  — Croeir. 

*  Jolin«»n'i  |ier«oiial  pfque  againat  I.i>rd  North  makes 
I  him  tiiOust  to  the  ininittry,  by  reprnaching  Utem  with  the 
'  mi«chiHfs  created  by  the  twtintis  which  opposed  them.  — 
I  Sec /HAT/,  p.  Ti'i—  Ckokvr.  18 17. 
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early  to  consider.  You  want  to  know  what  you 
shall  do  now  ;  I  do  not  think  this  time  of  bustle 
and  confusion  like  to  produce  any  advantage  to 
you.  Every  man  has  those  to  reward  and  gratify 
who  have  contributed  to  his  advancement.  To 
come  hither  with  such  expectations  at  the  expense  of 
borrowed  money,  which  I  find  you  know  not  where 
to  borrow,  can  hardly  be  considered  prudent.  I  am 
sorry  to  find,  what  your  solicitations  seem  to  imply, 
that  you  have  already  gone  the  whole  length  of 
your  cre«lit.  Tins  is  to  set  the  quiet  of  your  whole 
life  at  hazard.  If  you  anticipate  your  inheritance, 
you  can  at  last  inherit  nothing ;  all  that  you 
receive  must  pay  for  the  past.  You  must  get  a 
place,  or  pine  in  penury,  with  the  empty  name  of  a 
great  estate.  Poverty,  my  dear  friend,  is  so  great 
an  evil,  and  pregnant  with  so  much  temptation,  and 
so  much  misery,  that  I  cannot  but  earnestly  enjoin 
you  to  avoid  it.  Live  on  what  you  have ;  live  if 
you  can  on  less ;  do  not  borrow  either  for  vanity 
or  pleasure ;  the  vanity  will  end  in  shame,  and  the 
pleasure  in  regret :  stay  therefore  at  home,  till  you 
have  saved  money  for  your  journey  hither. 

***  The  Beauties  of  Johnson 'are  said  to  have  got 
money  to  the  collector;  if  the  *  Deformities'  have 
the  same  success,  I  shall  be  still  a  more  extensive 
benefactor. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boswell,  who 
is  I  hope  reconciled  to  me  ;  and  to  the  young  people, 
whom  I  never  have  offended.  You  never  told  me 
the  success  of  your  plea  against  the  solicitors.  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  &c.,  Sak.  Johmsok." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  GASTRELL  AND 
MRS.  ASTON. 

"  Bolt  Court,  Msrch  80.  1782. 

'*  Dkahkst  Ladirs, — The  tenderness  expressed 
in  your  kind  letter  makes  me  think  it  necessary  to 
tell  you  that  they  who  are  pleased  to  wish  me  well, 
need  not  be  any  longer  particularly  solicitous  about 
me.  I  prevailed  on  my  physician  to  bleed  me  very 
copiously,  almost  against  his  inclination.  How- 
ever, he  kept  his  finger  on  the  pulse  of  the  other 
hand,  and,  finding  that  1  bore  it  well,  let  the 
vein  run  on.  From  that  time  I  have  mended,  and 
hope  I  am  now  well.  I  went  yesterday  to  church 
without  inconvenience,  and  hope  to  go  to-morrow. 

**  Here  are  great  changes  in  the  great  world  ; 
but  I  cannot  tell  you  more  than  you  will  find  in 
the  papers.  Tlie  men  have  got  in  whom  I  have 
endeavoured  to  keep  out ;  but  I  hope  they  will  do 
better  than  their  predecessors ;  it  will  not  be  easy 
to  do  worse 

'*  Spring  seems  now  to  approach,  and  I  feel  its 
benefit,  which  I  hope  will  extend  to  dear  Mrs. 
Aston, 

*•  When  Dr.  Falconer  saw  me,  I  was  at  home 
only  by  accident,  for  I  lived  much  with  Mrs. 
Thrale,  and  had  all   the  care  from  her   that   she 


i  I  can  hardly  think  that  thit  could  be  the  lame  work 
mentioned  antt,  p.  697. ;  nor  am  I  able  to  explain  the  allu- 
sion to  Bumahjf,  which,  I  tuipect,  may  have  been  a  mU- 
tran»cripti»n  for  j?tiH6»fy.  —  CanKKS. 

3  Hannah  More  witt  at  thii  dinner,  and  aat  next  to  John- 
ton.  ShR  urged  him  to  take  a  UttU  wine ;  he  replied,  "  I 
can't  drink  a  liltU^  child:  therefore  I  nerer  touch  it.  Ab- 
itinencf  is  as  easy  to  me  as  temperance  would  be  difflcult. 
Ante,  p.  67H.  —  Cbosbr,  1847. 

>  This  is  the  first  time  that  this  name  occurs.  —  Gabriel 
Pioizi  was  A  Brescian,  who  came  to  England  a  few  years 
before   as  a  professional  singer,  and  was  Introducea  bj 


could  take  or  could  be  taken.  But  1  hi 
been  ill  enough  to  want  attendance  ;  m^ 
has  been  rather  tedious  than  Tiolent;  r 
some  than  painful.  He  needed  not  bj 
such  a  tragical  representation. 

**  I  am  now  well  enough  to  flatter  m} 
some  hope  of  pleasure  firom  the  aumnM 
happy  would  it  be  if  we  could  see  one  am 
be  all  tolerably  well  1  Let  us  pray  for  one 
I  am,  &c.,  Sam.  Job 

— Pembroke  MSS, 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOI 
"Apri 

**  Deakkst  Madam,  —  Your  work  *  I 
very  penetrating  meditation^  and  very 
sentiments.  I  read  it  with  a  fiill  percepti 
sublime,  with  wonder  and  terror;  but 
think  of  any  profit  firom  it ;  it  seems  not 
be  popular. 

*'  Your  system  of  the  mental  fabric  is  exc 
obscure,  and,  without  mure  attention  thai 
willingly  bestowed,  is  unintellig^ible.  T 
of  Burnaby  will  be  more  safely  underst 
are  oflcn  charming.  I  was  delighted  witt 
ferent  bounty  of  different  ages. 

"  I  would  make  it  produce  something  if 
but  I  have  indeed  no  hope.  If  a  bookselk 
buy  it  at  all,  as  it  must  be  publbhcd  w 
name,  he  would  give  nothing  for  it  woi 
acceptance.     I  am,  &o..  Sax.  Joh. 

—  ReyndUU  MSS. 

JOHNSON  TO  MR&  THRAL 
{ExtraeU,) 

'*  26th  jiprii,  [1782.]  —  I  have  been  ve 
out  of  order  since  you  sent  me  away ;  I 
should  I  tell  you,  who  do  not  care,  nor 
know.  I  dined  with  Mr.  Paradise  on  '. 
with  the  Bishop  of  St  Asaph  [Shipley]  yi 
with  the  Bbhop  of  Chester  [Porteus]  I 
day  ',  and  with  the  Academy  on  Saturday,  ^ 
Hoole  on  Monday,  and  with  Mr.  Garrick  oi 
day,  the  2d  of  May,  and  then  —  what  care 
what  then  9 

"  Do  not  let  Mr.  Pioni*  nor  any  body 
me  quite  out  of  your  head  ;^  and  do  not  tb 
any  one  will  love  you  like  your,  &c." 

"  SOth  April,  1782.  —  I  have  had  a  fre 
and  been  very  poorly.  But  I  was  ycstc 
Mr.  Hoole's,  where  were  Miss  Reynolds  ai 
others.      I  am  going  to  the  club. 

**  Since  Mrs.  Garrick's  invitation  I  have 
from  Miss  Moore  \  to  engage  me  for  the  < 
I  have  an  appointment  to  Miss  Monkti 
another  with  I^dy  SheflSeld*  at  Mrs.  Wav 

•*  Two  days  ago  Mr.  Cumberland  bad  h 
night ',  which,  after  all  expenses,  put  into  1 
pocket  five  pounds.      He  has  lost  his  plum< 


Bumey  at  Streatham,  where  he  gave  lesaons  to  tb 
ladies,  and  sometimes  sang  for  the  company.     It  ae 
he  had  now  made  considerable  adrancea  lii  Mrs 
5^.''K"v"'lli!?  ■''?"'  two  years  she  married  fa 
died  in  March.  1809,  at  her  family  seat  iu  Wales.  —  < 

*  Hannah  More.  — Cboker. 

»  The  first  wife  of  the  first  Lord  Sheffield  Cmn 

•  Wife  of  Daniel  Way,  Esq.  of  the  ExcheoMrJ 
whom  there  is  so  copious  an  account  In  Nlchoh'a  a 
tion  of  Bowyer's  Anecdotes.  _  Caoaia.  ^^ 

1  The  play  of  the  n'aUoom.  acted  about  this  tine  • 
third  night  was  the  ad  of  May Caoaaa.  ' 


•   "  *""•! -ridaii"] *    rcfiiKfii     to    Miig.    ,k    the 

Pii  '.  triMis.hin;'»    frqucit.    »    song   lo  the 

Pri  Ic*.       Tlicy   pay  for  fl<"  m^.  itr.i* 

tier  tl  nor  iiitcmi  i  unil  |>  s 

fuiji  -cY  •re  ycrt  unf*4iJ,  tlwiUL  r- 

ukuT  iv  bruken.  Could  yuu  have  u  IkIU:;  pur- 
tcjTDf  lur  ft  \'m\c  scAiuloi  ?  liut  1  wihh  I  wiia  iit 
ikrcatham.*'] 


lUlil  I- 

dn<l  coti!^<'ientiou3   rcadirieaa   to  relieve  n  g(*o(l 

tn  til   r.,,ni    i-it-,f      l.tit    lij  hlN   (^lollltlll.'    "• ilk** 

lliunblep,"  in  •!  - 

r   to   thtit    of   ti  ^      il, 

0  extruiu'iiiuar)'  cumimLnil  ot  clear  tiutl 

rtujui  lit  Butb  wn.ite  to  hini,  that  In 

iiin^  Cbr»>uirlvi"  ;i  |i;issj)^c  iii  "  Th»j 

Itws  of  Jahnaon/'  artule  Deatli,  had  been 

ited  out  IS  i4tippo*?d  by  some  roaders  to 

tiimerid  Buiridi',  tile  word*  b«"iujj;,  **  To  dii* 

le  Jkt*i  of  num  ;  but  to  die  with  iingcririj^ 

j^  .,.,.^  !ly   iiig  fdlly;"  nnd  resp^ct- 

!iini,  thill  aurli  ati  rrrOu**ouH 

01  ....,  jicnce  in  tin*  writings  uf  an 
lM'knowli(f^e<i  fnend  of  religion  and  virtue 
•boiild  not  i»;is»  uncoutrudict«d,  Jiilinsoti  tbu^ 
•fi8<vcre<l  this  clergynum's  letter :  — 


etH'ct  of  our  ovn 
To  die-,  Ac.* —  Tli  ■ 
dJ  hhittiolcMk      I    lioj. 
iu  havf  all   rvctilied. 
much  Aiirtkcn  j  if  you  € 


iind  tnii^nipertncc. 
•K;t»   in   hII  true  ami 

iv.'ly 


JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV. 
At  Baih. 


Mn. 


"  Hay  16.  ITM. 

*•  Siiif  —  Being  now  in  the  country  in  n  state  of 

PKtrrwj,  M  t  hope,  from   a   wry  opprcsiive  di&- 

ll)l*r,    I  oinnot    neglect   the   acknowrlcdgment  of 

Chrivtimi    letter,      i'hu    book    called    '  The 

itics  of  JittiUHiiir  is  lilt  pruduclion  uf  I  knuw 

it   1   ncviff  aai*    it  l)ut  Ijy  custia!   initpec> 

(?iuUJtilctcd  uiys^'ir  n\  uHerly  di!»tingiSgvrl 

[CDii»e<|i}GiKr(.'n.      or  tlie  ]ni2singc  you    men- 

f  rt'rnvttkber  kumu  nut  I  re  in  «onie  pnper  ;   tnit 

ring  tlmt  it  ntuft  (>c  mitrepri'scntcfl,  \  thought 

it  nti  mor«*«  nor  do  I  know  wbere  to  find  it  in 

0»fi  bnuk«.      I  Mm  ■reu'Uonied  to  tbink  little 

li»w^«|n-  '    *    on   otiinion    to    weighty  nnd 

dfelemtincd  me  to  do,  what  1 

^•Ikould    ^1  r   icMonablc  »dn)uiutio«  hjive 

«nd    1    will    dir«at   uiy  thought   to   lie 

T  iU  f  rue  %UIkJ  If  J  ruuld  find  the  pansAgc. 

i  ttnuiU  dtnret  rem  to  it.      1   ftuppuiit;  the  tenor  is 

>—  *  Arute  diaeases  are  the  iiiiincrlinte  and  in« 

kt  '       *      '  ''  •'  'it    of  thetn  the  pain 

Ay  ;   rhronical  ciit- 

L  ...      -    ...    - --^L'flded    in  tedious 

tatwecn  hie  uwi  iJMlli,  sfc  commonly  the 


it  will  be  «  eumfort   to  me  to   know  Uiat   i  haw 
your  prayers.      I  am,  &c.,  Sam.  Jomniok.' 

Tbia  letter,  ad  tuiglit  be  exjiecteil,  bad  lu 

full    eirect.  and  the  clfr^jTniuij  adniowledgcd 
it  in  gi^.Uoiul  and  pious  lerina.  * 

The  loliuwing   IciUjrs  rwjtiirv  no  cztrtcta 
firoiM  mine  to  introduce  tJiuui :  — 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

**  DtAN,  StN,  —  The  eamcitnes^  and  u-ndenuM 
of  your  letter  'u  Riich.  that  I  cunnut  think  myiwlf 
showing  it  more  rcspvtt  than  it  ctaimv,  by  fitting 
down  to  .ujswer  it  Ihf  duy  «n  winch  1  ret<iivcd  it, 

"  This  yt-nr  Uas  nffihitai  me  with  a  very  i)k«onie 

and  severe  divonler.    My  respiration  ha*  been  mueh 

j  impeded,  and  much  bhmd  hjM  been  taken  a«uy.     1 

am   now  hsraKi^ed    by   a   erttarrbou«   cough.   tVoin 

I  whieh  my  putfuiite  i«  to  »eek    relief  by  change  of 

I  iitr ;     and    I    am,    therefore,    preparing   to   go   to 

Oxford. 

"  Whether  I  did  right  in  divsunding  you    from 

coming  to  London   thii  tpring,   1  ifUl  not  drter- 

mine.     You  ha%v  not  lort  much  by  misung  my  com* 

p«ny  ;   I  have  tcareely  been  well  for  n  vtngle  week. 

1  might  have  reccirefl  comfort  from  your  kindnen: 

but  you  wotdd  hove  weo  me  afflicted,  And.  perhaps 

found   me  pecvinh.      Whatever    mi^ht    have    been 

your   pleasure  or  mine,    I  k<iow  not  how  J  could 

have    iioueitly  advised   you   lo    e«me    hither  with 

,  borrowed  money.      Du    not  acrus,tc»m   youmclf  to 

j  eoDnider  debt  otdy  »%  uii  iticonvenieuce  i  yon  will 

And  it  a  ealamity.      Poverty  take*   aw»y   so  many 

,  ineMrut  of  doing  good,  and  produect  to  much  In- 

;  ability  t.  '        '   '      V  '        '  '     '    f  it 

•  is  by  0li  k«r 

I  n  mnn  v..     ,  ..  : _ _.        ..i     .;  bi: 

I  hi«   riink  by  birth,  or   whatever  ht«  reputyuon  by 

I  intellecttMl  e»tvJlenec,  wlmt  can  he  do?  or  what 

j  evil  can  he  prevent  ?     'I1i«l   he  conuut   help  the 

'  needy  b  evident ;   be  Uoa  nothing  to  kpare.      UuL, 

!  perhapM.  hiii  advice  or  admonition   nuijr  be  uvfut. 

His  (loverty  will  deivtniy  bia  inAtienee  ;  loaiiy  oiore 

e^n  find  that  lie  ia  poor,  than  th.K   hi.  i^  «  1-..      4i,d 

-  few  wdl  mrerenee  the  under>i  «o 

little  iidvantagr  to  it<i  nwncr.      i  !  Ote 

!  penonal  wnt.  t  (idebto*,  w  1**404*  UuwiibT, 

ha%  passed    ii  i>.       Of  riehvs    ti    t*    nut 

neccwary  to  ^^  *  '  !i«t 

remembeied,  '  \>mi 

it  olways  in  Uu  ,. . ..i.  _...... ^ixdi 

power  a  good  man  mittt  always  be  desinnto. 


I  h^amli    kmi\  la  (77& -C. 
-■irarf.LiM  iMricalre.  «»td  liy  Oarv1«k  lo  ShertiUn.  — 

,tniUrtn  appoarvd  im  **  Tb*  MortiUsg  Qiroalda  "  or 


«rv  arc  dccr««d; 

iMh,      :      ' 
tl. 


liui  while  tb«  MHtl  and  hodf  uinctiiao 

■  Uir'  .M»*pi  I'lih'ii  irlrAjtiir.  kiitd  «]••  fro* 


Mtinn  tn  whidi 
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"  I  am  pleased  with  your  account  of  Easter.' 
We  shall  meet,  I  hope,  in  autumn,  both  well  and 
both  cheerful ;  and  part  each  the  better  for  the 
other's  company.  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs. 
BosweIl>  and  to  the  young  charmers.  I  am,  &c., 
"Sam.  Johnson." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 

(Extracts.) 

"  Sunday,  JuneS.'  1782.  —  I  have  this  day  taken 
a  passage  to  Oxford  for  Monday  —  not  to  frisk, 
as  you  express  it  with  very  unfeeling  irony,  but  to 
catch  at  the  hopes  of  better  health.  The  change 
of  place  may  do  something.  To  leave  the  house 
where  so  much  has  been  suffered  affords  some  plea- 
sure." 

"  Oxford^  June  II Yesterday  I  came  to  Ox- 
ford, without  fatigue  or  inconvenience.  Here  is 
Miss  More',  at  Dr.  Adams's,  with  whom  I  shall 
dine  to-morrow. 

•*  Oxford^  June  12.  1782. —  I  find  no  particular 
salubrity  in  this  air ;  my  respiration  is  very  labori- 
ous ;  my  appetite  is  good,  and  my  sleep  commonly 
long  and  quiet :  but  a  very  little  motion  disables 
me. 

**  I  dine  to-day  with  Dr.  Adams,  and  to-morrow 
with  Dr.  Wetherel.*  Yesterday  Dr.  Edwards" 
invited  some  men  from  Exeter  college,  whom  I 
liked  very  wtlL  These  variations  of  company 
help  the  mind,  though  they  cannot  do  much  for  the 
body.  But  the  body  receives  some  help  from  a 
cheerful  mind." 

"  Oxford,  June  17.  1782.  —  Oxford  has  done,  I 
think,  what  for  the  present  it  can  do,  and  I  am 
going  slyly  to  take  a  place  in  the  coach  for  Wed- 
nesday, and  you  or  my  sweet  Queeney  will  fetch 
me  on  Thursday,  and  see  what  you  can  make  of 
me. 

"  To-day  I  am  going  to  dine  with  Dr.  Wheeler, 
and  to-morrow  Dr.  Edwards  has  invited  Miss 
Adams  and  Miss  More.  He  has  really  done  alt 
that  he  could  do  for  my  relief  or  cntertammcnt,  and 
really  drivels  me  away  by  doing  too  much."] 
—  Letters. 

JOHNSON  TO  MR,  PERKINS.* 

"July  28. 1782. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  I  am  much  pleased  that  you  are 
going  a  very  long  journey,  which  may  by  proper 
conduct  restore  your  health  and  prolong  your  life. 

"  Observe  these  rules:  — 1.  Turn  all  care  out 
of  your  head  as  soon  as  you  mount  the  chaise.  2. 
Do  not  think  about  frugality  ;  your  health  is  worth 
more  than  it  can  cost.     S.  Do  not  continue  any 


1  Which  I  c6lebrHted  in  tho  Church  of  England  chapel  at 
Edinburgh,  founded  by  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smith,  of  respect- 
able  and  pious  memnry —  BoswRtL. 

3  Mrft.Piozzi  had  mitdated  and  miiplaced  this  and  the 
following  letter.  —  Crokbr. 

s  Hannah  Mure  writen :  —  "  Oxford,  June  13th,  1782.  — 
"Who  do  you  think  is  my  principal  cicerone  at  Oxford? 
Only  Dr.  Johnion!  and  we  do  to  gallant  it  about.  You  cannot 
imagine  with  what  delight  he  showed  me  every  part  of  hit  own 
collrgR  (Pembroke],  nor  how  rejoiced  Henderson  [p.763.  n.  4.1 
looked  tn  make  one  in  the  party.  Dr.  Adams,  the  Master  or 
Pombruku,  had  contrived  a  very  pretty  piece  of  gallantry.  We 
sp^nt  the  day  and  evening  at  his  house.  After  dinner  John- 
son begged  to  conduct  me  to  see  the  college  ;  he  would  let  no 
one  show  it  me  but  himself :  *  This  was  my  room  ;  this  Shen- 
stnne's.'  Then,  after  pointing  out  all  the  rooms  of  the  poets 
who  had  been  of  hia  college, '  In  short,'  said  he, '  we  were 


day's  journey  to  fatif 
day's  rest.  5.  Get  a 
6.  Cast  away  all  ans 
This  last  direction  is 
mind,  neither  exercii 
of  much  use. 

**  I  wish  you,  deal 
a  happy   recovery, 
affectionate  humble  ( 

JOHNSO] 

«  Dkar  Sir,  — 
should  have  any  call 
I  did  not  immediate 
have  no  call ;  but  if 
bourne,  I  believe  I  c 
rather  come  to  Lone 
take  your  choice. 

*'  This  year  has  1 
middle  of  January  t 
battered  by  one  dii 
now  very  much  roc 
better.  What  happi 
has  escaped. 

"  My  Lives  are  re| 
the  author  of  Gray's  ( 
and  it  may  be  pcrhap 
Ashbourne  you  have 
I  shall  be  glad  to  see 

On  the  30th  Ai 
my  honoured  fath 
a  complaint  under 
having  suddenly  c< 
upon  a  visit  at  the 
from  whence  I  h( 
upon  receiving  a  le 

JOHNSOl 

"Dear  Sir,  — I 
year  with  so  much 
strong  impressions 
death,  whenever  it  i 
choly  ;  and  I  cannot 
removal  of  any  one, 
another  state. 

•*  Your  father's  d 
that  could  enable  you 
age,  and  it  was  expe< 
had  been  pious,  hi: 
many  years  pa.st  beer 
you  did  not  find  him 


a  nest  of  singiog  birds.' 
at  cricket.'  lie  ran  ove 
juvenile  days  he  passed  ll 
mon  room  we  spied  a  fine 
hung  up  that  very  mon 
Johnson  ours,  himself  a 
the  face,  *  From  Miss  Moi 
amused  us ;  but,  alas!  Jo 
less  and  waa  However, 
Ckokbr,  18S5. 

*  Master  of  Universi 
Wetherel,  Attorney  Gem 
>  Seem/«,  p.  62l.  n.  2 
8  Mr.  Thrale's  succcsst 
1  The  Rev.  Mr.  Temr 
—  BoswELL.    Ante,  p.  Ml 


-^T.  73. 


BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


W 


you ;  his  disposition  towards  you  was  undoubtedly 
that  of  a  kind,  though  not  of  a  fond  father.  Kind- 
ness at  least  actual,  is  in  our  power,  but  fondness 
is  not ;  and  if  by  negligence  or  imprudence  you 
had  extinguished  his  fondness,  he  could  not  at  will 
rekindle  it.  Nothing  then  remained  between  you 
but  mutual  forgiveness  of  each  other's  faults,  and 
mutual  desire  of  each  other's  happiness.  I  shall 
long  to  know  his  final  disposition  of  his  fortune. 

*•  You,  dear  Sir,  have  now  a  new  statiim,  and 
have  therefore  new  car^s,  and  new  employments. 
Life,  as  Cowley  seems  to  say,  ought  to  resemble  a 
well-ordered  poem ;  of  which  one  rule  generally 
received  is,  that  the  exordium  should  be  simple, 
and  should  promise  little.  Begin  your  new  course 
of  life  with  the  least  show  and  the  least  expense 
possible :  you  may  at  pleasure  increase  both,  but 
you  cannot  easily  diminish  them.  Do  not  think  your 
estate  your  own,  while  any  man  can  call  uf>on  you 
for  money  which  you  cannot  pay :  therefore,  begin 
with  timorous  parsimony.  Let  it  be  your  first  care 
not  to  be  in  any  man's  debt. 

*'  When  the  thoughts  are  extended  to  a  future 
state,  the  present  life  seems  hardly  worthy  of  all 
those  principles  of  conduct  and  maxims  of  prudence 
which  one  generation  of  men  has  transmitted  to 
another ;  but  upon  a  closer  view,  when  it  is  per- 
ceived how  much  evil  is  produced  and  how  much 
good  is  impeded  by  embarrassment  and  distress,  and 
how  little  room  the  expedients  of  poverty  leave 
for  the  exercise  of  virtue,  it  grows  manifest  that 
the  boundless  importance  of  the  next  life  enforces 
some  attention  to  the  interests  of  this. 

**  Be  kind  to  the  old  servants,  and  secure  the 
kindness  of  the  agents  and  factors.  Do  not  disgust 
them  by  asperity,  or  unwelcome  gaity,  or  apparent 
saspicion.  From  them  you  must  learn  the  real 
state  of  your  afiuirs.  the  ciiaracters  of  your  tenants, 
and  the  value  of  your  lands. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  ^Irs.  Boswell.  I 
think  her  expectations  from  air  and  exercise  are  the 
best  that  she  can  form.  I  hope  she  will  live  long 
and  happily. 

*'  I  forget  whether  I  told  you  that  llasay  has 
been  here.  Wu  dined  cheerfully  together.  L  en- 
tertained lately  a  young  gentleman  from  Corricha- 
tachin.  I  received  your  letters  only  this  morning. 
I  am,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnson." 

In  answer  to  my  next  letter  I  received  one 
from  him,  diasujwlinjj;  me  from  hristening  to 
him  as  I  had  proposed.  What  is  proper  for 
publication  is  the  following  paragraph,  e«|ually 
just  and  tender  : — 

•*  One  expense,  however,  I  would  not  have  you 
t»  spare  :  let  nothing  be  omitted  that  can  preserve 
Mrs.  BoswL'll,  though  it  should  be  necessary  to 
transplant  her  for  a  time  into  a  suffer  climate.  She 
u  the  prop  and  stay  of  your  life.  How  much  must 
your  children  suffer  by  h>sing  her  ! " 

My  wife  was  now  so  much  convinced  of  his 
sincere  friendship  for  me,  and  regard  for  her, 
that  without  any  suo:gestion  on  my  jpart,  she 
wrote  him  a  very  polite  and  grateful  letter. 

JOHNSON  TO  Mlia  BOSWELL. 

'*  London.  Sept.  7.  1783. 
"  Deak  La  or,  —  I  have  not   often  received    so 
much  pleasure  as  from  your  invitation  to  Auchin- 


leck.  The  journey  thither  and  back  is,  indeed,  too 
great  for  the  latter  part  of  the  year ;  but  if  my 
health  were  fully  recovered,  I  would  suffer  no  little 
heat  and  cold,  nor  a  wet  or  a  rough  road,  to  keep 
me  from  you.  I  am,  indeed,  not  without  hope  of 
seeing  Auchinleck  again  ;  but  to  make  it  a  pleasant 
place  I  must  see  its  lady  well,  and  brisk,  and  airy. 
For  my  sake,  therefore,  among  many  greater  rea- 
sons, take  care,  dear  Madam,  of  your  health  ;  spare 
no  expense,  and  want  no  attendance,  that  can  pro- 
cure ease  or  preserve  it.  Be  very  careful  to  keep 
your  mind  quiet ;  and  do  not  think  it  too  much  to 
give  an  account  of  your  recovery  to.  Madam,  yours, 
&c.,  Sam.  Johnson." 

[JOHNSON  TO  LOWE.' 

"  Oct.  22   1782. 

**  Sir,  —  I  congratulate  you  on  the  good  that 
has  befallen  you.  1  always  told  you  that  it  would 
come.  1  would  not,  however,  have  you  flatter 
yourself  too  soon  with  punctuality.  You  must  not 
expect  the  other  half  year  at  Christmas.  You  n;ay 
use  the  money  as  your  needs  require ;  but  save  what 
you  can. 

"  You  must  undoubtedly  write  a  letter  of  thanks 
to  your  benefactor  in  your  own  name.     I  have  put    } 
something  on  the  other  side.     I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
humble  servant,  Sam.  Johnson." 

—  MSS. 

LOWE  TO  LOUD  SOUTHWELL. 

•'  Mv  Lord,  —  The  allowance  which  you  are 
pleased  to  make  mc,  I  received  on  the  by 

Mr.  Puget.  Of  the  joy  which  it  brought  your 
lordship  cannot  judge,  because  you  cannot  imagine 
my  distress.  It  was  lung  since  I  had  known  a 
morning  without  solicitude  for  noon,  or  lain  down 
at  night  without  foreseeing  with  terror  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  morning.  My  debts  were  small,  but 
many ;  my  creditors  were  poor,  and  therefore 
troublesome.  Of  this  misery  your  lordship's  bounty 
has  given  me  an  intermission.  May  your  lordship 
live  long  to  du  much  good,  and  to  do  for  many 
what  you  have  done  for,  my  Lord,  your  lordship's 
&c.,  M.   Lowr."] 

^MSS 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

»  London,  Dec.  7.  17^2. 
"  Dkar  Sir,  —  Having  passed  almost  this  whole 
year  in  a  succession  of  disorders,  I  went  in  October 
to  Brighthelmstone,  whither  I  tame  in  a  state  of 
so  much  weakness,  that  I  reste<l  four  times  in  walk- 
ing between  the  inn  and  the  Wging.  By  physic 
and  abstinence  I  grew  iK'tter,  atul  am  now  reason- 
ably easy,  though  nt  a  great  distance  from  health. 
I  am  .afraid,  however,  that  health  Inrgins,  after 
I  seventy,  and  long  Inifore,  to  have  a  meaning  differ- 
1  ent  from  that  which  it  had  at  thirty.  But  it  is 
culpable  to  murmur  at  the  established  order  of  the 
creation,  as  it  is  vain  to  oppose  it  He  that  lives 
must  grow  old ;  and  he  that  would  rather  grow 
old  than  die  has  God  to  thank  for  the  infirmities  uf 
old  age. 

•*  At  your  long  silence  I  am  rather  angry.     You 


I  ThPtc  two  lettert  connnunlcatrd  by  Mr.  Markiand  relate 
to  thu  renowAl  of  Ixiwe's  annuity  from  I^rd  Southwell,  and 
iliow  his  ronttant  x«al  for  his  liinuble  Tricnd.  —  Cbokbr. 
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do  not,  since  now  you  are  the  head  of  your  house, 
think  it  worth  your  while  to  try  whether  you  or 
your  friend  can  live  longer  without  writing ;  nor 
suspect,  after  so  many  years  of  friendship,  that  when 
I  do  not  write  to  you  I  forget  you.  Put  all  Ruch 
URclcsH  jealousies  out  of  your  head,  and  disdain  to 
regulate  your  own  practice  by  the  practice  of 
another,  or  by  any  other  principle  than  the  desire 
of  doing  right. 

*•  Your  economy,  I  suppose,  Ix^ns  now  to  be 
settled  ;  your  expenses  are  adjusted  to  your  revenue, 
and  all  your  people  in  tlieir  proper  places.  Resolve 
not  to  be  poor.  Whatever  you  have,  spend  less. 
Poverty  is  a  great  enemy  to  human  happiness :  it 
certainly  destroys  liberty;  and  it  makes  some 
virtues  impracticable,  and  others  extremely  dif- 
ficult. 

"  I>et  me  know  the  history  of  your  life  since 
your  accession  to  your  estate ;  —  how  many  houses 
how  many  cows,  how  much  land  in  your  own  hand, 
and  what  bargains  you  make  with  your  tenants. 

"Of  my  '  Lives  of  the  Poets'  they  have  printed 
a  new  edition  in  octavo,  I  hear,  of  three  thousand. 
Did  I  give  a  set  to  Lord  Ilailes?  If  1  did  not,  I 
will  do  it  out  of  these.  What  did  you  make  of  all 
your  copy  ? 

**  Mrs.  Thrale  and  the  three  misses  are  now,  for 
the  winter,  in  Argyll  Street.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
has  been  out  of  order,  but  is  well  again ;  and  I 
am,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnson." 

MR&  B0SVVP:LL  to  JOHNSON. 

"  KdlnhurRh.  Dec.  20. 17R2. 

"  Dbar  Sir,  —  I  was  made  happy  by  your  kind 
letter,  which  gave  us  the  agreeable  hopes  of  seeing 
you  in  Scotland  again. 

•*  I  am  much  flattered  by  the  concern  you  are 
pleased  to  take  in  my  recovery.  I  am  better,  and 
hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  convince  you  by 
my  attention,  of  how  much  consequence  I  esteem 
your  health  to  the  world  and  to  niyvelf.  I  remain. 
Sir,  with  grateful  respect,  your  obliged  and  tiliedient 
servant,  Mahuahlt  Uoswkm.." 

The  death  of  I^Fr.  Thnilo  h.'nl  mado  a  very 
material  alteration  with  respect  to  Johnson  s 
reception  in  that  family.  The  ninnlv  authority 
of  the  husband  no  lon;;er  curbed  the  livi'ly 
exuberamre  of  the  lady  \  and  as  her  vanity 
had  iH'en  fully  gratified,  by  havinir  the  Colossus 
ot'  Literattire  attached  to  her  for  numy  years, 
she  grmlually  became  less  aMsiduous  to  please 
him.  Whether  her  nttachment  to  him  was 
already  divided  by  another  object,  I  am  unable 
to   oiicertain ;   but  it  is  plain   that  John.xon's 


I  Jtihiixon,  thnufrh  dUMtiifiod  with  Mrs.  Thralo.  mcint  no 
rf (irtiarh  on  thit  ocrasion  —  he  mak«>R  «  ptirting  mu^  t\f  the 
hbrarjf  —  make*  a  ralediction  to  tht'  rkurck,  .ind  |iri>nounr«s 
a  pra^iT  on  quilting  "a  place  when*  hr  hail  imjuyirtl  »o 
miu-h  ciimfort,"  mtt  because  Mrs.  Thralr  madt*  him  W>*  wi'l- 
coinr  tlierp.  but  licrauio  sAc  and  he  with  her.  w«re  l«aTing 
it.  When  Uutwfll  came  tn  town  six  mt>Mth*  lait'r,  ho  foun.! 
his  fritMid  doiniri]ed  in  Mrs.  Tliral«'ii  rrtidi'ntrt!  in  ArKy'l 
Strpct.  —  ('RfiKt:R. 

'  Mi>  KOfms  to  have  Liken  U-ave  nCtiio  kilehm  at  woll  as  of 
the  church  at  Strratham  in  I..itiu. 

"  Oct.  ft.  Die  Dominica,  17^:1. 
"Pransus  sum  .Strcathainiie  agninura  criu  coctum  cum 
herbis  (spinach)  romminutis.  farrimcn  farinaceura  cum  uris 


]>onetration  was  alive  to  ber  negle< 
attention  ;  for  on  tho  Cth  of  C^etob 
we  find  him  making  a  **  parting:  u 
brary"  at  Streathani,  and  proiiounri 
which  he  compoiicd  on  leaving  2^ 
family. 

"  Almighty  God,  Fpthcr  of  all  mci 

by  thy  grace,  that  I  may,  n-ith  hunnbk 

thankfulness,   remember    thv    comfort 

I  veuiences  which  I   have  enjtiycd  at  thi 

that    [  may    resign   them    with    holy 

;  equally  trusting  in  thy  prutLXtion  wher 

'  and  when  thou  takest  away.      Haw 

I  me,    O   Lord  I    have    mercy    upon    lu 

I  fatherly  protection,  O  Lord,  1  coiniiienc 

I  Uless,  guide,  and  defend    them,    that 

pass  through  this  world,  as  finally  to 

I  presence   everlasting  happiness,   for  Ji 

I  sake.      Amen."     (iV.  and  Med.,  p.  '21 

I      One  cannot  read  this  prayer  wi 
'  emotiims  not  very  favourable  to  the 

conduct  occasioned  it. ' 

The  next  day,  he  made  the  follow 

random : 

**  Octolier  7.  —  I  was  called  early, 
my  bundles,  and  u«ed  thv  foregoing  ] 
my  morning  devotions  somewhat,  I  thin 
lieing  earlier  than  the  family,  I  read 
farewell  in  the  AcLs  and  then  read 
in  the  Gospels, —  which  was  my  partin 
library." 

And  in  one    of  his    moniorandur 
find,  "  Sunday,  went  to  church  at 
Templo  valedixi  cum  t^icnlo."' " 

He  met  Mr.  Philip  Metcalfe  "  n 
Joshua  Reynolds's  and  other  plare 
a  goo<l  deal  with  him  at  Urijrhtheli 
autumn,  beinj;  pleased  at  on<»e  witi 
lent  table  and  animated  conversnl 
Metcalfe  showed  liim  great  respivi 
him  a  note  that  he  might  have  tht 
carriage  whenever  he  pleased.  Ju 
OctobiT,  1782,)  returned  this  pnli 
*'  Mr.  Johns(m  is  very  much  oldig 
kind  offer  of  the  carriage,  but  Ik*  Ikl 
of  using  Mr.  Metcalfe's  carriage,  ox 
he  can  have  the  pleasure  of  Mr. 
company."  Mr.  Met<'alfe  cnuld  nc 
highly  plciLsed  that  his  C(>ni]>iiTiv 
valued  by  Johnson,  and  he  fre(nuMi'tI 
him  in  airings.  They  also  went  t 
Chichester,   and  they  vi.-sited   IVtw 


pa«sis,  lumbos  iMniilo*.  <•(  pulluin  pHllina.*  Tur 
rarnes  mi>iM]i.  flru.<>,  ut.i..  nun  iidm<Klinn  inariii 
annl  intcmpcrifs.  cum  in.ili#  IVrxiri*.  iJK  tatm-ii 
Irtus  accubiii,  ribum  uxHiict}  simipfi.  ni>  \nxc\ 
exin-mum  pccriu-etur.  Si  nxlt  nitMiiiiii.  in  mi'ni 
epulae  in  i'xeqini-'  Hail. mi  ri-li>tir.iln>.  Slrf.nihai 
revisam  ?  "  _  Rnsc  MSS.  The  phr.i>i>  ■•  ne  inti- 
^xtremum  pi-iTari'tur  "  i>  rcni.<rlia>>l<>,  anil  prn 
which  Hi  tir«t  :i):lit  l<><ik»  liki-  l>url«  vjui^,  w.is  wr 
k.-ulnei>s.  —Ckokkk. 

"  Mr.  Mi-tCiiil*-.  «ho  sliHirti  the  Ittmnd  lii'bin 
lie  was  n  irifml  of  Sir  .lusiina  Key nold*.  ami 
thr«'  iMirliaini-nts.    lU-  tnnk  a  li-.Hiin>r  p.m  \n  t)i< 
Fn-och  cliTgy,  <>x|ielliKl  »>y  the  Itt'volution.  .ind 
!«)(».  — Choker.  1S17. 
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Cowfiniy,  the  venerable  seat  of  tlie  Lords 
Montacnte.  ^  "  Sir  "  said  Johnaoo,  "  I  bhoiUd 
like  U»  stay  here  four-and-twenty  hours.  We 
see  here  hiiw  our  ttncestorTi  lived.'* 

That  his  curiosity  was  still  unabatod  ap- 
pcfLTH  from  two  lt?tt€r»  to  Mr.  John  NicbolE^ 
of  the  10th  and  20th  of  October  tfais  year.  In 
nne  be  says,  *'  1  have  looked  into  your  *  Anec- 
dotes,* aiid  you  will  hardly  thnnk  a  loycf  of 
literaiy  history  for  te!liii«  you  thut  he  hoR  been 
much  infbrniud  and  gratified.  I  wish  you 
would  arid  your  own  diiicovGriea  and  intdli- 
geni^  to  those  of  Dr.  Rawlinson  -,  and  under- 
take the  Supplement  to  Wood.  Tliink  of  it" 
In  the  other,  "  I  wiah^  Sir,  you  couhl  obtain 
BOme  fuller  Information  of  (lortin  ^  Miirkland  *, 
and  Thirlby.  *  They  were  three  con  tempos 
rarics  of  great  eniinencer 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

"  Brljjhtl9Citmit{in«,  Not.  14.  1783. 
<*  Deai.  Sim,^-I  huard  yesterday  of  your  late 
dbiorder,  and  xlioulld  think  ill  of  mjself  if  I  had 
b«ardf]f  it  wiihaHt  ttliintt.  I  beard  Ukcwisw  of 
jour  nicoTory,  vhich  I  sincerely  with  to  [>e  cotn- 
p^letfl  And  pt^rmantnt.  Your  country  has  been  io 
danger  of  loiHlng  ooe  ot  iu  brightest  ornamentn,  and 
I  of  losing  one  of  my  ohlcrst  and  kindest  friends ; 
but  I  hope  you  will  Ktill  Hrc  long,  for  the  honour 
af  Ibe  nation  ^  And  lb  At  mor^  enjoyment  of  your 
elejiranfc,  ypur  iiitc1li'?*?nei?,  And  yourbunpvolcnre  is 
itill  resened  fur^  dear  Sir,  your  most  aJR-cdon&te, 
Ac, 

Sjk^H.    JoirNsoif.^ 

The  Reverend  Mr,  Wilsoo^'  ha viag  dedicated 


^  Thh  ^fftrtMt  manjliip  hu  liiipa  Ull'ilh  Sept,  ITVS} 
bprn  tioli\]l]f  il'.-ttrajri]  byflrc- —  M^LwMi.  ThiTeiB  stimpular 
iu]DfritMtiDri  Th4t  rhi»  InhprlUnjct'U  fffci^rrrtf,  for  h»iTlna  h**ii 

Crtuf  thi!  ti]iLn,d(.>rar(h«churrh  a.lthfhiiMuiutif/»i  mdiomt 
DrnLablCi  ircM^iili  hare  };iven  txmui*}Tiaiit:v  tn  CtiC  vUlKar 
pffdudlicp^  W>i**n  1  vl»Sl(-4  the  rqjns  or  f:n*driiy  in  mi*  |w«itf 
jecn  a,|M  \  was  r«nn|rtili>«l  ( In  ulrliliun  to  tildrr  ttoriei}  that  thr 
cm-if  ff  &*trk  Art-  ami  truffr  li»d  faJlun  *in  QnwAraf  i  iti 
i»blD<  owtjf^r.  firnwnv  Vf*cr>iint  MnnUFru.  thi;  Jut  mttlc  ufhii 
Anelcnt  rxce.  h*tEti ^  tie^n  drownrd  iei  thrltMi^n  Rt  !if h^ffhiUfFn 
Id    ^Iclobi-r,  ^I'M.  a  ff»  6ayt  aft^-r  th*  ili-»t ruction  of  f>nr 


»on«.  •  h'ji  f<  Pined  dtfitllnrU  Io  mhi>fit  C^iwdrsy  j  hiil,  on  tin? 

7lh  Julj-,  \fit\  thr.-si-  jomnit  /rntkmi'n  btatrnp  nff  Uonnor 

*lth  l1i<  tr  ftiUii*r,  „n  ii  TiTi  An'.'  dAf.  tlip  V>at  w^  uta»ci.i}iii]t- 

■l^ly  upst^,  ;iMd  till?  twt»  TinitlH  ftrrbhcdi  and   tbiii  wrtf 

Dfir«   m'Tr   liiinilfd  tlin  fuFcUnliiiKf   i>r  ^Upvrttptlon.      S*^ 

■oTiif   rrirliiiiiit  oH'^iTrnUi^iit  r»n   lh«*  «nfijiH't  or  lhf»  filillf}' 

^.tfndlii^  thf  Itihrnianf^  nf  rFtTtfiM-iUii  {-hurch  nrin;hpriy  tn 

Hiw  llnirf  i'ipi'l.iniiii'ii  Tm-iitliR  m\  iht'  "  KiHtory  }uiU  J-'jtlt  cif 

Swcrilpjiw-"-— rmiiifcV  »,  IU31 .  Hw  j\rrli1iii«lui[}VVliir|{ilt*t*iKP«ii'h 

tf)  Qljl^vrl  l^llx^tnOif  4i»  ^iveri  liy   V^Mlti'ii,  in  hi«  "  \rh*r  of 

McK^bir:  "  run* 'I  h4iH,  anil  will  rlriT«?  hi  th<^  tptj  iliiiir^  nf 

HiO!|t!  titilldiiifti  th.'ki  hiivr  iM^n  nMHi-frnlcd  tn  fiml,  nn^l  l)\^f 

Tt^.her'^t  tin  of  ■lutUi^k*'  hMh  aind  vill  i,rroVH  ht  |m>  iinUilrd  on 

H|i   Ann  Anil  r4mi]>."    St.^  aim  tlit"  rpmA.rkiiblr  v^ti^ff  nF 

Air  11«  ■HpflniJ.n'ii    Hi^tnr^'  and    KbI**  of    SHrri])?ifr    i]u,i>lpil. 

^Iwdrttr/y  tU-firv,  ru\,  W,  [i.  IN^.  —  MAllJlLAt«n.  V^V^u     Tiie 

ter&iVtit'  Willi  Ptifn'K  ramiUri  U-tni;  i^xtinrt  In  Iht?  inalr  llnr. 

^t^wdraf  l*i*i  l.ifr'ly  pa^^^il  bj  piinliatf  Into  thr  pojitpiiiifin  of 

tt4i«    Karl  uT   ^Kiuuiit  —  Ivt   ui    hosD   mtHaribm  /att§,^ 

^uwAfe,  1*47. 


to  him  hJB  "  ArchRjologieal  Dictionary,"    that 
mark  of  respect  waa  thu^  afknoirtedged :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV,  MR.  WILSON, 

Clilhtroij  Lameathift, 

"Pec.  31.  1712. 
"  HiTKiiiKD  SiBt  —  That  I  hare  long  omitted  to 
return  you  thanks  for  (he  honour  conferrt'd  upon 
me  by  your  dedientiun,  I  eii  trust  you  viih  |rii-ai 
carnestne^  not  tocomider  as  more  faulty  than  it  is. 
A  very  importunate  and  opprei^sive  disordvr  lies  lor 
vtam  timL' debarred  mv  fiom  the  plemures  and  ub- 
Btructed  uie  iti  the  duties  of  lifi^  The  e^tteem  diiU 
kindness  of  wise  and  good  men  is  one  of  the  hu^t 
pleasures  which  I  can  be  content  to  low ;  and 
gratitude  to  those  from  whom  this  pleasure  is  re- 
ceiTi^d  i^  a  duty  of  w]]ich  I  hope  oever  to  be  re> 
preached  with  the  final  neglect.  I  therefore  now 
letum  you  thanks  for  the  notice  wliich  I  have  rts 
eviitid  from  you,  and  which  I  consider  m&  giving  to 
my  name  not  only  more  bulk,  but  more  weight ; 
not  only  as  ei  ten  ding  iLs  superficies,  hut  as  increas- 
ing its  value.  Your  boot  was  evidently  wanted, 
and  vill,  I  hope,  find  its  way  into  the  school  ;  to 
which,  however,  I  do  not  mt^an  to  eontinc  it ;  fpr 
no  mar)  Itat  so  much  ikill  in  pftcient  rites  and 
practices  as  not  to  want  it.  An  I  huppose  mrbL'lf 
to  owe  part  of  your  kindness  to  my  eicellvnt  frivtid. 
Dr.  Pniten,  he  has  likewise?  a  just  claim  to  my 
■eknowledgment^  which  1  hope  you,  Sir.will  trans- 
mit. There  will  soon  appear  a  new  edition  of  my 
Poetical  Biography;  if  yau  will  accept  of  a  copy 
to  keep  me  In  your  mind,  be  pleased  to  let  me 
know  how  it  may  be  conveniently  conreyed  Io 
you.  'Ill is  present  is  stnalh  but  it  is  given  with 
good- will  by,  reverend  Sir,  your  moftt,&c., 

**  Bah,  JoHHSOir." 


i  Dr.  Rlrhafd  RawlJntan,  an  <^tn:lwnt  vittquait*  ai^>l  s 
freit  brnpfiirtur  Io  tKe  t'niiffriUj-  of  (IxronL  Hr  rmmifi^ 
Oie  Aniclo-Siixon  prf^f^iHirthtp  li:ir;c,  mud  iMiquri^tbLtl  id  k 
■11  bii  collifUfMi  at  MSS.^ninrdiiU,  aTKiquitii'ii.  umi  Kuiiui^\utm, 
ilr  dinl  iii  t^.Vt,  rt,  fA  There  tint  Ix^ti  iwirn'  idi-a  of  oh- 
tilntng  thU  pr>iff*40rttal|i  tor  Joliniim ChiiaSH- 

^  Dr.  Julin  J«Htlii,  a.  Taiumincnit  and  nripti'taltlc  writrr  im 
pcneml  ■iilijiitf .  ai  ^fVl  m  aii  cuiiiu'iit  ilnlrki-.  nH  iLinl  in 
j^u^utt^  177^,  Arcl}dL'4rnn  oC  (.uiiijun  mid  VkiiF  of  Knk#inii;- 
t«n  ;  whcm  hit  pivtf  atid  chuni)',  (trevtrr  #ri-ii  itiui  hi*  (tnul 
1fArniD|t  aixA  fftlriit*.  arr  itil]  rirnr-iiibcrf^.  Ilii  ki'imk 
rpluph  In  Kemlni^tiii  chunbyArd^dlttati-il  by  l>lm>fir.  fisji- 
tiiln*  »  n-w  t'jrn  *ti  tti.tt  ihnuncTit  •hirti  rnii»t  bf  ronimou  tii 
■11  ^lirjijibi.— Joh»iMii-«  Jfsriju  ixinrtAlu  if«>eiWiit,  AS.  irjO, 

Wt.  T'J^"     JiJtH  JuHin  etau'd  tit  iif  mvrtut,  Atr.  ^  t'KiPlLilt. 

*  JFrmr'ln.h  l!llariillA»id  irai  anrmini-nt  rr^ir,  tinrtJouloflv' in 
Gmk  1  ] tv rAiiir p .     I Ir  dleil  In  1 TT*:,  r r.  H3,  ^  L^Hu k t R . 

•  Mjan  Till  rib  j^ ;  h  rrltrr  nf  lit  l^ut  q|  murh  rn'utnli&n  n 
bP  itr^iTtf  t,     lTi<  »tiid1i>d  kui-mnlvflf  divkfiJCy,  mtilli'mr'.  Jind 


Iaw.  1 1n  M-i'mi  to  hsLTf  I^ptii  n(  A  (riript-r  at  pnvr  pfrvfTM^  4iifl 

ill  t^lrnt^  li¥ 
hiibhii  ur  ininiltittlmiiu     It'-  rnnipUin^,  In  4  *lra1ii  nf  ^I'l^ 


Jnili)|4>Tit.  aiht  (o  h.viF  dtmnifil  wi  dl^iifjirra  Mi  |ilrnt*.li« 


ftjtliMrtiMn.  I  tint  '*  wlii-n  n  mJin  (m  panknir  bfmiMi>lf)  (buitr>ui'M 
h'f  iriiti'tliTtual  FXhlLjatinn  .iIupvi-  hia  i-Mnt)rni[i«ii'ar>r>i,  In'  ik  ti>- 
pn'trntiHl  ^ii  tirnHk^ri*,  itr  iaii/,  f>r  rapncHtmi.'^  Hi-  dlHE  In 
17.M.  ITI.  151.  ^rptoKiit. 


*  X  ^mrluF  bill  viTjrJutt  rhiLrac-t«*T  of  Mr.  Wil»nri  U  jHten 
hj  Dr  Wbii  taker  In  thp  di^lif  aU'jD  nfii  pUtf,  In  tlu'  lll-tury 
r??   WliaUi7.      "Viio   lli'vrrcritln  Tbnniv    Hthrni   ^.  T.  H. 


crrlvnlw  d«r  Clilhpriw.  mirlFtTn  —  i'K)*H  )ii*niidii*imo  — 
«^irb*^«^»<  i)iilj;niri'ijr(  Jiitpi^uTii  In^tltuturl."  lb'  ulifd  in 
I'^ft,  aui-d  ji|]it],-l1:T<i*}  durin;;  nbniu  forty  of  whic-h,  hr  **i 
lahnrluiiK^lr  oceuriM  ai  tbF  BOiUr  nC  toe RrKEmwriefa'iul 
i»r  I'lltbn-dtfp  ^  HAaKLATto. 
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CHAPTER  LXXV. 


1783. 


Country  Gentltman.  —  Houae  of   Hanover.  —  Con- 
versation. —  Lies  of  Vanity.  —  Opium.  —  Exag- 

yeration.  —  Neglect  of  Merit Ute  of  Riches. 

CraU>e*s  "  Villaye." —  Keeping  Accounts iMrds 

Mansfitld,  Loughborough^  and  Thurlow. —  Ilarring-  \ 
ton*s  Nuga  Antique. — *«  Quos  Deu$  vuit  perdere"  I 

Sfc.  —  Prince  of   Wales Bumey'g    Travds.  —  | 

Chinese  Architecture Innovation.  —  Tyburn.  —  ' 

Dr.  Hurd.  —  Parentheses.  —  *•  DerricJk  or  Snutrt."  , 

«  The  great  TwalnUey." —  Owen  Cambridge. —  i 

Family  Histories.  —  «  Turkish  Spy.  —  Orchards.  ! 

—  Oratory.  —  Origin  of  Language.  —  Madness. 

—  Hev.  James  Compton. 

Iw  1783  he  was  more  severely  afflicted  than 
ever,  as  will  appear  in  the  course  of  hb  cor- 
respondence;  but  still  the  same  ardour  for 
literature,  the  same  constant  piety,  the  same 
kindness  for  his  friends,  and  the  same  vivacity, 
both  in  conversation  and  writing,  distinguished 
him. 

Having  given  Dr.  Johnson  a  full  account 
of  what  1  was  doing  at  Auchinleck,  and  par- 
ticidarly  mentioned  what  I  knew  would  please 
him, — ^my  having  brought  an  old  man  of  eighty- 
eight  from  a  lonely  cottage  to  a  comfortable 
habitation  within  my  inclosurcs,  where  he  had 
good  neighbours  near  to  him,  —  I  received  an 
answer  in  February,  of  which  I  extract  what 
follows : 

"  I  am  delighted  with  your  account  of  jfour  ac- 
tivity at  Auchinleck,  and  wish  the  old  gentleman, 
whom  you  have  so  kindly  removed,  may  live  long 
to  promote  your  prosperity  by  his  prayers.  You  ' 
have  now  a  new  character  and  new  duties :  think 
on  them  and  practise  them. 

•*  Make  an  impartial  estimate  of  your  revenue  ; 
and  whatever  it  is,  live  upon  less.  Resolve  never  , 
to  be  poor.  Frugality  is  not  only  the  basis  of  ; 
quiet,  but  of  lieneficencc.  No  man  can  help  others  | 
that  wants  help  himself.  We  must  have  enougli,  | 
before  we  have  to  spare. 

"I  am  glad  to  find  that  Mrs.   Boswell   grows  ■ 
well ;  and  hope  that,  to  keep  her  well,  no  care  nor  ' 
caution  will  be  omitted.   May  you  long  live  happily 
together.      When  you   come   hither,   pray   bring 
with   you  Baxter's  Anacreon.     I  cannot  get  that 
edition  in  I^ndon.*'^ 

On  Fritlay,  March  21.,  having  arrived  in 
London  the  night  l)eforo,  I  wa.«  glad  to  find 
him  at  Mrs.  Thralo's  house,  in  Argyll  Street, 
ap{)carances  of  friendship  between  them  being 
still  kept  up.  1  was  shown  into  his  room  ;  and 
atler  the  hrst  salutation  he  said,  "  I  am  glad 
you  are  come ;  I  am  very  ill."  lie  looked 
pale,  and  was  distressed  with  a  dilBculty  of 
breathing ;  but  after  the  common  im^uiries,  he 
assumed  hLs  usual  strong  animated  style  of 


>  Dr.  Johnonn  vhniild  teem  not  to  haie  tniiirht  dilijcmtlj 
foi  Buttfr'f  Anaor«H)n ;   Tor  tlitrrc  arc  two  editions  of  that 


conversation.  Seeing  me  now  for  the 
time  as  a  laird,  or  proprietor  of  land,  he  1 
thus :  "  Sir,  the  superiority  of  a  country 
tleman  over  the  peojple  upon  his  estate  ii 
agreeable ;  and  he  wiio  says  he  does  not ; 
t/)  be  agreeable,  lies ;  for  it  must  be  agrc 
to  have  a  casual  8ui>erioritT  over  those  wl 
by  nature  equd  with  us.  Boswkix.  * 
Sir,  we  see  sreat  proprietors  of  land  wh< 
fer  living  in  L#ondon.*  Jouksok.  "  Whj 
the  pleasure  of  living  in  London,  the  int 
tual  superiority  that  is  enjojred  there, 
counterbalance  the  other.  iSesides,  Sir,  i 
may  prefer  the  state  of  the  country  gentl 
upon  the  whole,  and  ^et  there  may  nerei 
moment  when  he  is  willins;  to  make  the  dh 
to  quit  London  for  it."  fie  said,  "  It  is  1 
to  have  five  per  cent,  out  of  land  than  < 
money,  because  it  is  more  secure ;  bu 
readiness  of  transfer  and  promptness  of  in 
make  many  people  rather  choose  the  i 
Nay,  there  is  another  disadvantage  belo 
to  land,  compared  with  monoy  :  a  man 
so  much  afraid  of  being  a  hard  creditor, 
being  a  hard  landlord."  Bosweli..  "  Be 
there  is  a  sort  of  kindly  connexion  betw 
landlord  and  his  tenants.**  Jonicsoir. 
Sir ;  many  landlords  with  us  never  see 
tenants.  It  is  because,  if  a  landlord  drives 
his  tenants,  he  may  not  get  others  ;  where 
demand  for  money  is  so  irreat,  it  may  a 
be  lent."  ^ 

He  talked  with  regret  and  indigna^ 
the  factious  opposition  to  government  a 
time,  and  imputed  it  in  a  great  measure  1 
Revolution.  "Sir,"  said  he,  in  a  low  ' 
having  come  nearer  to  me,  while  his  olc 
judices  seemed  to  be  fermenting  in  his  i 
"  this  Hanoverian  family  is  isaiee  here, 
have  no  friends.  Now  the  Stuarts  had  fi 
who  stuck  by  them  so  late  as  1745.  1 
the  right  of  the  king  is  not  reverenced, 
will  not  be  reverence  for  those  appoint! 
the  king."  ^ 

His  observation,  that  the  present  royal  f 
has  no  friends,  has  been  too  much  justifii 
the  very  ungrateful  behaviour  of  mani 
were  under  great  obligations  to  his  maj 
at  the  same  time  there  arc  honourable  e. 
tions ;  and  the  very  next  year  after  this 
versation,  and  ever  since,  the  king  has  fa 
extensive  and  generous  support  as  evei 
given  to  any  monarch,  and  has  had  the  sat 
tion  of  knowing  that  he  was  more  and 
endeared  to  his  people. 

He  repeated  to  me  his  verses  on  Mr.  L* 
with  an  emotirm  which  gave  them  full  e: 
and  then  he  was  jjleased  to  say,  "  You  mx 
as  much  with  me  as  you  can.  You  have 
me  good.  You  cannot  think  how  much  \ 
I  am  since  you  came  in.** 

He  sent  a  message  to  acquaint  Mrs.  T 


boiik,  and  thpr  arc  (Vcquently  found  in 
caulogucs.—  Haloni. 
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I  wna  fliriviKl*    1  hmd  not  seen  ber  finoc 
^bttifb{iu<r8  death.     8bc  soon  appeared,  ntid 
Lrcd  mo  with  an  inviUitlun  to  ti(4iy  to  din- 
•r.  wlik'h  I  iiccentoid^     ITierc  was  no  other  , 
coujpjiity  liut  ht<r»»"irand  three  of  her  daugh- 
ters l^r.  JohnsoiH  and  I.  8he  tJX»  »ntd  she  venB 
f  cry  glud  I  wjis  cimie ;  for  she  wua  goln*;  to 
IJutii,  nnd  tihotdd  hwvt*  been  sorry  to  h*i\ve  I)r.  , 
JoUavori  bctVii'i!  I   cam*^.      This  s^eiwed  to  b*3 
,.M.  r,t  V.     ip.i  Und;  un<i  I,  wlio  ha<I  not  hccn  ' 
•.\y  cLuni^ts  mingiiied  nil  to  he  ns  I 
;   rl)".     lie  wii8  little   ifJcHtied  to  i 
talk  at  dinner*  und  wenti  to  ^)eep  after  It ;  i 
when  he  juified  us  in  the  drnwiiij;- room  he 
i«d  ri'vived,  and  wiw  agiiiii  himself', 
ditiiijj;  ol'  conversation,  he  said,    "  There 
iflllliit^  in  the  first  plnre,  be  knowlcdpe  —  then; 
*t   be  nmTuriulK ;  in  the  tieeond  plaee,  there 
""  bt?  a  eonimsmd  of  wordu ;  in  tite  third 
there    mn?t    h*?  jmfl«Tinati(jn,    to   place 
Hfs  in  «ufh  views  us  f'       ''^        "  "  fv 

in  ;  M.nd,  in  the  ftnr 

«■-'..».   and  .i  ...,..: ..>.  ..^  ,ii*i 

\    fidltire-t :    thin   b^t  'is  an 

ll  !  ,  for  wfint  of  it  muny  people 

}l  fxcQi  in  eonvi-rnation.     Now  /want  it ; 

>w  up  the  gmne  upon  h»sing  n.  trick-"     I 

Icrf!^!  \j)  hour  hitn  talk  thui$  of  himself,  and 

I  don't  lcni>w.   Sir,  how   tbimt  nuiy  be; 

in  sure  you  beat  other  peojtle's  eards  out 

teir  hinuls."     I  doubt  whether  he  heiird 

reunirk,     WTjiIp  hii   went  on  talkinj?  tr(- 

itly,   I   was   ftXQd   m   adjuirtttion,   and 

to  Mr*,  Thmie,  ^'Oforfthort-hand  t«>  tjike 

do«vn?" — **  You'll   carry    it   h)1   in  your 

,1,)   ^\iQi  <">  ^  1qii^»  head  ia  as  good  aa 

J I  !i  observed  And  wondered  at,  that 

fr.  t'lmrlen  Fti\  never  talked  witli  any  Aee- 

L'ijpm  in  rhr  prrjtencc  of  Dr.  John»on  ;  though 

vn»  and  1  uiy»*:?lf  can  witnesit,  that 

iiin  15)  varuxw,  tluent,  and  exceed- 

ty  ugii;valtlo.     .lohnsou's  own  experience, 

^eter,  of  that   ^«'niU'man*«i  reserve,   was  ii 

reiu*ou  r<  thus:  "Fox 

Ikit   in   |«  .    not   frtjui 

wn    i*i     i;iiiv,    out    IvcaUse 

nt  motion.     A  man  who  i» 

of  the  House  of  Conimona 

hat  of  a  private  company. 

1  t^o  tlirow  for  a  thousand 

■I   down  (o  throw  for  stxpcnoe, 


i  Vtmr*  I  to  liurrt  all  the  •tf»riit  ^Iticl)  * 

rmittTTt    1  TitJUif  miltiriinct   with  him,    (n' 


would  not  lx!t  at  the  pains  to  count  hii  dice, 
niirke*^  tntk  is  the  ebullition  of  hin  mind.  Hu 
doeB  not  talk  from  a  dr»;r«  of  distinction,  but 
beratxse  bis  mind  is  full.''* 

He  thus  curiously  chnrair*tori*p<l  rino  of  our 
old  ac<pialntttnce  :  •  [Si  '    i::tn, 

Sir;  bat  he  U  n  vain  in  w* 

ever,  only  tells  lies  of  v;ihitv  ;  n  virmr n  -^  for 
instaneo,  in  converHrttit»fJ,  which  never  hap- 
pened." Thin  Bllodetl  to  a  story,  whieh  I  had 
re|>eHted  from  that  gentleman*  to  entert-ain 
Johnson  with  its  wild  bniviido,  ''*Tiii«  Johriw^Ui 
Sir/'  said  he,  '*  whom  vou  an>  all  afraid  of,  will 
shrink^  if  you  cMiraecfofte  to  him  in  ttr;;;nmeiit, 
and  roar  tu  loud  ub  he.  Jle  otiee  maintiiined 
the  para^lox,  that  there  is  no  beauty  but  in 
utility.  *  Sir,  said  I,  "what  ftay  you  to  thii 
pi'sU'ock'*  tail,  which  is  one  of  the  tnOHt  beau- 
ti'    ■  tmt  woidd  have  aa  much 

ti  I  rro  all  of  one  colour  ? ' 

Hi'  f'-u  w  jiju  i  imi-'  [Mniiueed,  and  hud  recours«» 
to  hi*  UHual  eJKpedient,  ridicule;  exrlaimin;/, 
*  A  peacock  has  a  tail,  and  a  fox  has  a  tail  ;* 
and  then  he  burst  out  into  a  lautfh.  *  Well, 
Sir,'  said  1,  with  a  slron*^  voice^  loukin*;  him 
full  in  the  face,  *  you  have  unkennelled  your 
fox  ;  pursue  hitn  tl  yon  dare/  Jle  hud  not  a 
word  to  fay.    Sir/*  '••Id  luc  that 

this  wan  fletion  frtim  I'  '  •  end.' 

After  niusinjir  lor  ninim  tium,  he  said,  "  1 
wonder  how  1  should  havi*  any  enemies  ;  i'or  I 
do  harm  to  nobody/' '     '  '  i^""** 

place,  Sir,  yoii  w^UIm  iiat 

you  set  out  with  atta«  -"  you 

got  a  whole  nation  for  Joiijti* 

SON.  "  Why,  T  own  tU...  -.  ...  .  iiiiition  of 
mitii  I  meant  to  vcjc  them/'  Boswjili^.  *"'  i^rayt 
Sir,  can  you  trace  the  cauiie  of  your  antipathy 
Ui  the  ScotchJ''*  JoMMHOK.  *'  I'cannot,  sir/' ' 
Ho«WEix.  "Old  Mr.  Sheridan  «ay*  it  wni 
because  they  ts^ild  Charles  the  First.*'  *ToiiN- 
aow*  "  Then,  Sir,  old  Mr.  Sheriiluu  ha*  found 
out  II  very  y^CKMl  reason/* 

Surely  the  most  obstinate  and  tiulky  natioD* 
ality,  the  moH  n  '  fids 

^reat  and  ^'<»*>ti  be 

[m  seen  thus  play  ill  ^  v,  cj*, 

of  which  he  cartdltlh  aid 

t.-^  '■■n  'I —  >n      '  \Ay 

turun^t   maii^  of  whom    be  tiiought  were 


1»bllfb   WffM   HHlK'Ikl'IH'*   (if^UC^ 


r-+tf.  W^trJi  In 


rr«nitih 
s  \V» 


fiMllJ 


-4.   Ji.  i 


.  vlui  «iu  nut  coii«ii«Mii  vf  Mf  lU-wiU  lo  iiiuikiuil.  1   Mitcbcati,  Ac.     Uut  > 
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advanced  above  their  merits  bj  means  which  ' 
he  did  not  approve.     Had  he  in  his  early  life 
been  in  Scotland,  and  seen  the  worthy,  sensible,  ] 
indepcMident  gentlemen,   who   live   rationally 
and  hospitably  at  home,  he  never  could  have  , 
entertained  such  unfavourable  and  unjust  no-  j 
tions  of  his  fellow-subjects.     And  accordingly  ■ 
we  find,  that  when  he  did  visit  Scotland,  in  , 
the  latter  period  of  his  life,  he  was  fidly  sen-  ' 
sible  of  all  that  it  deserved,  as  I  have  already 
pointed  out  when  speaking  of  his  "  Journey 
to  the  Western  Islands." 

Next  day,  Saturday,  22d  March,  I  found 
him  still  at  Mrs.  Thrale's,  but  he  told  me  that 
he  was  to  go  to  his  own  house  in  the  afternoon. 
He  was  better,  but  I  perceived  he  was  but  an 
unruly  patient ;  for  Sir  Lucas  Pepys,  who 
visited  him  while  I  was  with  him,  said,  "  If 
you  were  tractable^  Sir,  1  should  prescribe  for 
you." 

I  relatijd  to  him  a  remark  which  a  respect- 
able friend  had  made  to  me  upon  the  then 
state  of  government,  when  those  who  had  been 
long  in  opposition  had  attained  to  power,  as  it 
was  supposed,  against  the  inclination  r)f  the 
sovereign.  "  You  need  not  be  uneasy,"  said 
this  gentleman,  "about  the  king.  He  laughs 
at  them  all ;  he  plays  them  one  against  another." 
Johnson.  "Don't  think  so.  Sir.  The  king 
is  as  much  oppressed  as  a  man  can  be.  If 
he  plays  them  one  against  another,  he  wim 
nothing.'* 

I  hiui  paid  a  visit  to  General  Odethorpe  in 
the  morning,  and  was  told  by  him  that  Dr. 
Johnson  saw  company  on  Saturday  evenings, 
and  he  would  meet  me  at  tlohnsou's  that  night. 
When  I  mentioned  this  to  Johnson,  not  doubt- 
ing that  it  would  please  him,  as  he  had  a  great 
value  for  Oglethorpe,  the  fretfulness  of  his 
disease '  unexpectedly  showed  itwjlf ;  his  anger 
suddenly  kindled,  and  he  said  with  vehe- 
mence, "  Did  not  you  tell  him  not  to  come  ? 
Am  I  to  be  hunted  in  this  manner  P"  I  satis- 
fied him  that  I  could  not  divine  that  the  visit 
would  not  be  convenient,  and  that  I  certainly 
could  not  take  it  upon  me  of  my  own  accord 
to  forbid  the  General. 

I  found  Dr.  Johnson  in  the  evening  in  Mrs. 
Williams's  room,  at  tea  and  coflTee  with  her 
and  Mrs.  Desmoulins,  who  were  also  both  ill ; 
it  was  a  sad  scene,  and  he  was  not  in  a  very 


on  the  contrary,  he  lived  with  them  in  Tamil  iar  friendship, 
did  them  actiTe  kindnesiea,  and  with  Marhean  ( who  aeems  to 
hare  been  the  sunrlror  of  hii  earliect  friend*)  he  continued 
ill  tho  kindest  intercourse  to  his  last  hour — Crokik. 

I  Johnson  suspected  that  Boswell.with  his  usual  offlcious- 
iless,  had  invited  Oglethorpe  to  this  unseasonable  visit.  When 
Johnson  chides  his  over-tealnua  fHend  for  such  intermed- 
dling. Bo^well,  with  easy  coiniilaccncv,  can  discover  no  cause 
for  the  reprimand  but  Johnson's  sickness  or  ill  humour. 
—  Crokrb. 

9  I  suspect  thttt  **  Annus  Mirabilis ;  or,  the  Erentftil 
Year  17h2,  an  Historical  Poem,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Tasker. 
author  of  the  Warlike  Genius  of  BrtUin,"  (sec  omIc',  p.  6S4. 
n.  3)  is  here  meant.  —  Crokrr. 

9  What  could  General  Oglethorpe  mean  by  saying  that 
"  the  House  of  Commons  had  usurped  the  power  of  the 
nation's  money  ?  "  Since  a  Hmise  of  Commons  has  existed, 
has  it  not  exercised  the  power  of  the  nation's  money  ?    If 


good  humour.  He  said  of  a  perfonnaiic 
had  lately  come  out,  "  Sir,  if  you  should  i 
all  the  madhouses  in  England,  you  woo] 
find  ten  men  who  Would  write  so,  and  tli 
sense."  * 

I  was  glad  when  General  Oglethorpe 
rival  was  announced,  and  we  left  the  1 
Dr.  Johnson  attended  him  in  the  parlom 
was  as  courteous  as  ever.  The  General  s 
was  busy  reading  the  writers  of  the  d 
age.  Johnson  said  they  were  Tery  cu 
Oglkthorpe.  "  The  House  of  Conimoi 
usurped  the  power  of  the  nation's  mone 
used  it  tyrannically.^  Govemment  is 
carried  on  by  corrupt  influence,  instead  < 
inherent  ri^ht  of  the  king.**  Johksox. 
the  want  of  inherent  right  in  the  king  occi 
all  this  illstiu-bancc.  What  we  did  m 
Revolution  was  necessary :  but  it  brofc 
constitution,"*  OousniospE.  "Myfathi 
not  think  it  necessary." 

On  Sunday,  23d  March,  I  breakfasted 
Dr.  Johnson,  who  seemed  much  rdi 
having  taken  opium  the  night  befoT«. 
however  protested  against  it,  as  a  remedi 
should  be  given  with  the  utmost  relucl 
and  only  in  extreme  necessity.  1  men! 
how  commonly  it  was  used  in  Turkey,  tan 
therefore  it  could  not  be  so  pernicious 
apprehended.  He  grew  warm,  and  said,  **' 
t^e  opium,  and  Christians  take  opium 
Russel,  in  his  account  of  Aleppo,  tells  ui 
it  is  as  dis^aceful  in  Turkey  to  take  too 
opium,  as  it  is  with  us  to  get  drunk.  Sii 
amazing  how  things  are  exaggerated.  A 
tieman  was  lately  telling  in  a  company  ^ 
I  was  present,  that  in  France  as  soon  as  i 
of  fashion  mairries,  he  takes  an  opera  giri 
keeping ;  and  this  he  mentioned  as  a  gi 
custom.  '  Pray,  Sir,'  said  I,  '  how  many 
girls  may  there  be?*  He  answered,  *i 
fourscore.'  *  Well  then,  Sir,'  said  I,  *  tg 
there  can  be  no  more  than  fourscore  'n 
fashion  who  can  do  this.'  '** 

Mi-s.  Desmoulins  made  tea ;  and  she  i 
talked  b'fore  him  upon  a  topic  which  h 
once  borne  patiently  from  me  when  we 
by  ourselves,  —  his  not  complaining  o 
world,  l)ecause  he  was  not  called  to  some 
office,  nor  hud  attained  to  j|;reat  wealth, 
flew  into  a  violent  passion,  1  confess  with 


Mr.  BoswpII  did  not  make  an  erronenua  note  Genen 
thorpe  talked  nonsense,  which  indeed  there  ii  ivi 
suspect  that  this  amiable  old  gentleman  (now  In  1 
year)  sometimes  did.  —  Crokrr. 

*  I  hare,  in  my  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  Co  the  Hebridci 
expressed  my  sentiments  up<ui  this  subject.  The  Kr\ 
was  nfcetsarj/,  but  not  a  subject  for  gtorm;  because 
long  time  blasted  the  frenerous  feelings  of  taMste  Ai 
when  by  the  boniRnaiit  effect  of  time  the  prMcnt  ran 
are  established  in  our  qffixtiont^  how  anwiac  ii  It  I 
by  celebrations  the  memory  of  a  shodi.  which  it  wmd 
have  been  better  that  our  constitutioo  had  iw^  m 

—  BOHWBLL.  -«    BW  re 

'^  Yes  ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  there  weie  ft 
persons  whom  the  sorietr  of  Paria  would  admit  to  ba 
and  par  rxcellence  men  of  faahion.  The  fket.  hnwr^Mx 
expressed  with  colloquial  latitude,  wai  biiC  UiommH.' 
Cbokrs.  n«wiy 
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they  should  call  your  lordship  Malagrida,  for 
MaJagrida  was  a  very  good  man  ;* — meant,  I 
wonder  they  should  use  Malagrida  as  a  term 
of  reproach.  * 

Soon  after  this  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing,  by  means  of  one  of  his  friends,  a  proof 
that  nis  talents,  as  well  as  his  obliging  service 
to  authors,  were  ready  as  ever.  He  bad  revised 
"The  Village,"  an  admirable  poeni,  by  the 
Reverend  A&.  Crabbe.'  Its  sentiments  as  to 
the  false  notions  of  rustic  happiness  and  rustic 
virtue  were  quite  congenial  with  his  own ;  and 
he  had  taken  the  trouble  not  only  to  suggest 
slight  corrections  and  variations,  but  to  furnish 
some  lines  when  he  thought  he  could  give  the 
writer's  meaning  better  than  in  the  words  of 
the  manuscript.! 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLD& 

••  March  4.  1783. 

"  Sir,  —  I  have  sent  you  back  Mr.  Crabtic's 
poem,  which  I  read  with  great  delight.  It  is  ori- 
ginal, vigorous,  and  elegant 

**  The  alterations  which  I  have  made  I  do  not 
require  him  to  adopt,  for  my  lines  are,  {Kvhaps,  not 
often  better  than  his  own ;  but  he  may  take  mine 
and  Ills  own  together,  and  perhaps  between  them 
produce  something  better  than  either.  He  is  not 
to  think  his  copy  wantonly  defaced.  A  wet  sponge 
will  wash  all  the  red  lines  away,  and  leave  the  page 
clear. 

"  His  dedication  will  be  least  liked.  It  were 
better  to  contract  it  into  a  short  sprightly  address. 
I  do  not  doubt  Mr.  Crabbe's  success.  I  am.  Sir, 
&c.,  Sam.  Johnson.** 

—  lieynolds  AfSS. 

On  Sunday,  March  30.,  I  found  him  at  home 
in  tile  evening,  and  had  the  pleasure  to  meet 
with  Dr.  Brocklesby,  whose  reading,  and 
knowledge  of  life,  and  good  spirits,  supply  him 
with  a  never-failing  source  of  conversation. 
He  mentioned  a  respectable  gentleman,  who 
became  extremely  penurious  near  the  close  of 
his  life.  Johnson  said  there  must  have  been 
a  degree  of  madness  about  him.     "  Not  at  all. 


)  This  amiAblp  gentleman  it  atiU  alive,  rctldent  in  hit  rec- 
tory or  TrowbridKe,  in  Wiluhirc.  His  lubsequent  publica- 
tion* have  placed  him  high  In  the  roll  of  British  poet*  — 
though  his  having  taken  a  view  of  life  too  minute,  too 
humiliating,  too  painful,  and  too  Just,  mar  have  deprived  hia 
works  of  so  extunsive,  or,  at  least,  so  brilliant,  a  popularity 
AS  some  of  his  contemporaries  have  attained  ;  but  I  venture 
to  believe,  that  there  is  no  poet  of  his  times  who  will  stand 
higher  in  the  opinion  of  posterity.  He  generally  deals  with 
**  the  short  and  simple  annals  of  thit  poor,"  but  he  exhibits 
them  with  such  a  deep  knowledge  of  human  nature—  with 
such  general  ease  and  simplicity,  and  such  accurate  force  of 
expression,  whether  gay  or  pathetical,  as.  in  mv  humble 
judgment,  no  j»oet,  except  Shakespeare,  has  excelled.  — C., 
1831.    Mr.  Crablw  died  Feb.  8. 1 832.  —  Crokem.  1m3A. 

*  I  shall  give  an  instance,  marking  the  original  by 
and  Johnson's  substitution  in  Italic  characters  i 

"  In  fairer  scenes,  where  peaceful  pleasure*  spring, 
Tityrus,  the  pride  of  Hantuan  swains  might  sing ; 
But  charm'd  by  him,  or  smitten  with  his  views. 
Shall  modem  poets  court  the  Mantuan  muse  ? 
From  truth  and  nature  shall  we  widely  itrny. 
Where  fancy  loads,  or  Virgil  led  the  way  V*^ 

"  On  Mincio'a  b:tniM,  fn  CA'tar't  bountcom*  reign, 
If  TiiynufoHHd  Hie  golden  age  again. 


Sir,"  said  Dr.  Brocklesby,  "  hb  jud 
entire."  Unluckily,  however,  he 
that  although  he  had  a  fortune  of  tw 
'  thousahd  pounds,  he  denied  him 
comforts,  from  an  apprehension  thai 
not  afiford  them.  "Nav,  Sir,"  crie 
"  when  the  judgment  is  so  disturl 
man  cannot  count,  that  is  pretty  we 
I  I  shall  here  insert  a  few  of  Joh 
ings,  without  the  formality  of  date 
have  no  reference  to  any  particuli 
place. 

"The  more  a  man  extends  and 
acquiuntance,  the  better.**  This,  ho 
meant  with  a  just  restriction;  for  he 
occasion  said  to  me,  **  Sir,  a  ms 
so  much  of  every  thing,  that  he  is 
any  thing." 

"Raising  the  wages  of  day-lal 
wrong ;  ibr  it  does  not  make  them  1 
but  only  makes  them  idler,  and  id! 
very  bad  tiling  for  humim  nature." 

"  It  is  a  very  good  custom  to  keei 
for  a  man's  own  use ;  he  may  wn 
card  a  day  all  that  is  necessary  to  1 
after  he  has  had  experience  of  life 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  writtcr 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  novelty  : 
once  a  man  has  settle<l  his  opinion 
seldom  much  to  be  set  down." 

"  There  is  nothing  wonderful  in  th 
which  we  sec  Swift  kept  in  Lond 
contains  slight  topics,  and  it  migl 
written." 

I  praised  the  accuracy  of  an   ac< 
of   a    lady  whom    I    mentioned. 
"  Keeping  accounts.  Sir,  is  of  no  u 
man   is   spending  his  own    inonev, 
nobody  to  whom  he  is  to  account. ' 
eat  less  beef  to-day,  because  you  ha 
down  what  it  cost  yestenlay."      J 
another  lady  who  thought  as   he   d 
her  husband  could  not  get  her  to  ke 
count  of  the  expense  of  the    fami] 
thought  it  enough  that  she  never  ex( 


Must  slcepff  bards  tkeJIaUrr/ng  dream  pn 
Mechanic  echoes  qfthe  Mantuan  *OMg  f 
From  truth  and  nature  shall  we  widfly  st 
Where  t'irgH,  not  tekere fancy,  U'otU  Uu  \ 

Here  we  find  Johnson's  poetical  and  critical  i 
minished.  I  must  however  olMenre,  tliAt  the  ai 
this  poem,  as  to  "  The  Traveller  "  and  "  Dosoi 
of  Goldsmith,  were  so  small  as  by  no  mean*  i 

distinguished  merit  of  the  autlior Bobwkll. 

3  In  his  Life  of  Swift,  he  thus  speaks  of  this  J 
the  midst  of  his  power  and  his  politics,  hp  krp 
his  visits,  his  walks,  his  interviews  with  mi 
quarrels  with  his  servant,  and  transmitted  it  t' 
son  and  Mr*.  DIngley,  to  whom  he  knew  that  wl 
him  was  interejiing,  and  no  account  ctiutd  Iw 
Whether  these  diurnal  tri/le*  were  properly  «>xi 
which  had  never  received  anv  pleasure  from  t] 
be  reasonably  doubled :  they  have,  however,  • 
tractions:  the  reader  flndtng  frequent  nienti« 
which  he  has  been  used  to  ctmsider  a«  Iniiportar 
hope  of  information ;  and.  as  there  is  nothin 
attention,  if  he  is  disappointed,  he  can  hardly  co 
mav  be  added,  that  the  reader  not  only  hop«!s  to  I 
Ond.  in  this  very  entertaining  Journal,  much 
formation,  respecting  persons  and  thinica,  whic 
vain  seek  for  in  oUier  books  of  the  same  period  ■ 


^T.  74. 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


717 


Bum  allowed  her.  Johnson.  "Sir,  it  is  fit 
ebe  should  keep  an  account,  because  her 
husband  wishes  it ;  but  I  do  not  sec  its  use.** 
I  maintained  that  keeping  an  account  has  this 
advantage,  that  it  satisfies  a  man  that  his 
money  has  not  been  lost  or  stolen,  which  he  I 
might  sometimes  be  apt  to  imagine,  were 
there  no  written  state  of  his  expense ;  and, 
besides,  a  calculation  of  economy,  so  as  not  to 
exceed  one's  income,  cannot  be  made  without 
ft  view  of  the  different  articles  in  figures,  that 
one  may  see  how  to  retrench  in  some  par- 
ticulars less  necessary  than  others.  This  he 
did  not  attempt  to  answer. 

Talking  of  an  acquaintance  of  ours ',  whose 
narratives,  which  al)ounded  in  curiouis  and  in- 
teresting topics,  were  unhappily  found  to  be 
very  fabulous ;  I  mentioned  Lord  Mansfield's 
having  said  to  me,  "  Suppose  we  believe  one 
Aay  of  what  he  tells."  Johnson.  "  Ay  ;  but 
we  d(m*t  know  which  half  to  believe.  By  his 
lying  we  lose  not  only  our  reverence  for  him, 
but  all  comfort  in  his  conversation."  Bos  well. 
"  May  we  not  take  it  as  amuiiing  fiction  ? " 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  the  misfortune  is,  that  you 
will  insensibly  believe  as  much  of  it  as  you 
incline  to  believe." 

It  is  remarkable,  that  notwithstanding  their 
congeniality  in  politics,  he  never  was  ac- 
quainted with  a  late  eminent  noble  judge*, 
whom  I  have  heard  speak  of  him  as  a  writer 
with  great  respect.  Johnson,  I  know  not 
upon  what  degree  of  investigation,  entertained 
no  exalted  opinion  of  his  lordship's  intellectual 
character.  Talking  of  him  to  me  one  day,  he 
said,  "  It  is  wonderful,  Sir,  with  how  little  real 
superiority  of  mind  men  can  make  an  eminent 
6gure  in  public  life."  He  expressed  himself 
to  the  same  purpose  concerning  another  law- 
lord  ^  who,  it  seems,  once  took  a  fancy  to 
associate  with  the  wits  of  London ;  but  with  so 
little  success,  that  Foote  said,  "  What  can  he 
mean  by  coming  among  us  ?  lie  is  not  only 
dull  himself,  but  the  cause  of  dulness  in 
others."  Trying  him  by  the  test  of  his  col- 
locjuial  powers,  Johnson  had  found  him  very 
defective.  He  once  said  to  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds, *'  This  man  now  has  been  ten  years  about 
town,  and  has  made  nothing  of  it ; "  meaning 
as  a  companion.*  He  said  to  me,  "  I  never 
heard  any  thing  from  him  in  company   that 


>  Thii,  Mr.  Chalmers  thought,  was  George  Stecrena 

Ckokir.  1H47. 

>  Lord  Mansfield.    See  ante,  p.  S33.  n.  I.  ~  CaoKBB. 
3  No  doubt  Lord  Loufihtiorough.  —  Crokbb. 

*  Knowing  as  well  as  1  do  what  precision  and  elegance  of 
oratory  his  lordship  can  display,  I  cannot  but  suspect  that 
hit  unfarourable  appearance  in  a  social  circle,  whicii  drew 
such  animadversions  upon  him,  must  be  owing  to  a  cold 
affectation  of  consoquence,  from  belnr  reserved  and  ttiff*.  If 
ft  be  so  and  he  mi|rht  be  an  agreeable  man  if  he  would,  we 
caiuioC  bv  iorry  that  he  misses  his  aim.  —  Boswbll. 

*  He  fears  the  burthen  of  a  heavier  gem. 

Juvnui/.l.SE).— C. 

*  They  are  to  be  found,  under  the  title  of  "  The  llypo- 
dwndrlMk,"  in  the  Londoa  MagBBine  from  177&  to  1784.  — 
..  Cbokbb. 


was  at  all  striking ;  and  depend  upon  it,  Sir, 
it  is  when  you  come  close  to  a  man  in  con- 
versation, that  you  discover  what  his  real 
abilities  are :  to  make  a  speech  in  a  public 
assembly  is  a  knack.  Now,  I  honour  Thurlow, 
Sir ;  Thurlow  is  a  fine  fellow ;  he  fairly  puts 
his  mind  to  yours." 

After  repeating  to  him  some  of  his  pointed, 
lively  sayings,  I  said,  "  It  is  a  pity,  Sir,  you 
don't  always  remember  your  own  good  things, 
that  you  may  have  a  laugh  when  you  will." 
Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  it  is  better  that  I  forget 
them,  that  I  may  be  reminded  of  them,  and 
have  a  laugh  on  their  being  brought  to  my  re- 
collection. 

When  I  recalled  to  him  his  having  said,  as 
we  sailed  up  Lochlomond,  "  That  if  he  wore 
any  thing  fine,  it  should  be  very  fine;"  I 
observed  that  all  his  thoughts  were  ujxin  a 
great  scale.  Johnson.  ^*  Depend  upon  it, 
Sir,  every  man  will  have  as  fine  a  thing  as  he 
can  get;  as  lai^c  a  diamond  for  his  ring." 
BoswELL.  "Pardon  me,  Sir;  a  man  of  a 
narrow  mind  will  not  think  of  it;  a  slight 
trinket  will  satisfy  him  : 

'  Nee  sufferrc  qucat  majoris  pondera  gcmnue.  * " ' 

I  told  him  I  should  send  him  some  ^Essays" 
which  I  had  written'',  which  1  hoped  he  would 
be  so  good  as  to  read,  and  pick  out  the  good 
ones.  Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  send  me  only  the 
good  ones  :  don*t  make  me  pick  them." 

I  heard  him  once  say,  "1  hough  the  proverb 
*  Nullum  numen  ahe*t^  si  sit  prudentia,^  aoes  not 
always  prove  true,  we  may  be  certain  of  the 
converse  of  it,  ^Nullum  numen  adest,  si  sit  iin- 
prudentiay"' 

Once,  when  Mr.  Seward  was  going  to  Bath, 
and  asked  his  commands,  he  said,  "  Tell  Dr. 
Ilarington  that  I  wish  he  would  publish 
another  volume  of  the  ^Nuga  Antimue;^'^  it  is 
a  ver^' pretty  book." »  Mr.  Seward  seconde<l 
this  wish,  and  recommended  to  Dr.  Harington 
to  dedicate  it  to  Johnson,  and  take  for  his  i 
motto  what  Catullus  says  to  Cornelius  Nei)os : 


namquc  tu  solebas 


Mcas  esse  aliquid  putare  nuoas."'* 

As  a  small  proof  of  his  kindliness  and  de- 
licacy of  feeling,  the  following  circumstance 
may   be   mentioned :    One  evening,  when  we 


*  Mrs.  IMnsti  gives  a  more  classical  and,  I  suppose,  more 
correct,  version  of  Johnson's  variation  :  Nullum  HumcH  mtttt 
ni  ait  prudentia.  —  Crobbr.  j 

B  It  has  since  appeared.  — BoswEtL.  Though  the  M.SS.,  I 
of  which  this  worR  was  composed,  had  descended  to  Dr.  J 
Harington.  the  work  was  not  edited  by  him,  but  by  the  j 
Reverend  Henry  Harington,  M.  A.  —  Marbland. 

9  A  new  and  greatly  improved  e<lition  of  this  very  curious  i 
collection  was  published  br  Mr.  Park  In  IH04,  In  two  . 
VDltimes,  octavo.  In  this  edition  the  letters  are  chrono-  ■ 
logically  arranfied,  aitd  the  account  of  the  bishops,  which  was 
formerly  printed  from  a  vrry  corrupt  copy,  is  taken  from  Sir  ■ 
John  Harrington's  original  roai.uscript,  which  he  presented  ' 
to  Henry,  I'nnce  of  Wales,  and  it  now  in  the  royal  library  In 
tlii>  Museum.  —  MAI.0NB. 


For  you  are  wont 

To  think  my  trifiet  something. 


—  C. 
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were  in  the  street  together,  and  I  told  him  I 
■was  going  to  sup  at  Mr.  Beauclerk's,  he  said, 
"  rilgo  with  you.*'  After  having  walked  part 
of  the  way,  seeming  to  recollect  something,  he 
suddenly  stopped  and  said,  "  I  cannot  go,  — 
but  /  do  not  love  Beattclerk  the  few." 

On  the  frame  of  his  portrait  Mr.  Bcauclerk 
had  inscribed 

«• Ingenium  ingens 

Iiiculto  latet  hoc  sub  corpore."' 

After  :Mr.  Beauclerk's  death,  when  it  became 
Mr.  Laugton's  property,  he  made  the  inscrip- 
tion be  defaced.  Johnson  said  complacently, 
"  It  was  kind  in  you  to  take  it  off;"  and  then, 
after  a  short  pause,  added,  "and  not  unkind  in 
him  to  put  it  on." 

He  said,  "  How  few  of  his  friends'  houses 
would  a  man  choose  to  be  at  when  he  is  sick!  " 
He  mentioned  one  or  two.  I  recollect  only 
Thrale's. 

He  observed,  "  There  is  a  wicked  inclination 
in  most  people  to  sup^xtse  an  old  man  decayed 
in  his  intellect.  li*  a  young  or  middle-aged 
man,  when  leaving  a  company,  does  not 
recollect  where  he  laid  his  hat,  it  is  nothing ; 
but  if  the  same  inattention  is  discovered  in  an 
old  man,  people  will  shrug  up  their  shoulders, 
and  say,  *His  memory  is  going.'  " 

When  1  once  talked  to  him  of  some  of  the 
sayings  which  every  body  repeats,  but  nobody 
knows  where  to  find,  such  as  Qitos  Deus  vuu 
perdere^  pritut  dernentat;  he  told  me  that  he 
was  on<«  offered  ten  guineas  to  point  out  from 
whenco  Semel  insanivimus  omnes  was   taken. 


>  The  whole  passage  is  very  descriptive  of  Johnson : 

" Iracundior  est  patilo :  minus  aptus  acutis 

Narihus  horum  hominum  :  rldeti  possit  eo  quod 
Rustidus  tonso  toga  delliiit :  et  male  laxus 
In  pode  calceus  haeret :  at  est  bonus,  ut  melinr  vir 
Not)  Alius  qnlsquam :  at  tibi  amicus  :  at  ingenium  ingens 
Inculto  latet  hoc  sub  corpore."  —  Hor.  Sat.  iii.  lib.  1. 27. 
"  Your  friend  is  passionate  —  perhnps  unfit 
For  the  brii.It  petulance  of  modern  wit : 
His  hair  ill  cut.  his  robe,  that  awkward  flows 
On  his  large  shoes,  to  raillery  expose 
The  man  you  lore :  yet  is  be  not  possest 
OfTlrtues,  with  which  rery  few  are  blest? 
While,  underneath  this  rough  uncouth  disnilse, 
A  genius  of  extensive  knowledge  lies."  —  Francis. 

Crokbr. 
9  The  words  occur  (as  Mr.  Bindley  obserres  to  me)  in  the 
first  Eclogue  of  Mantuanus,  "  De  Honeslo  Amore,"  &c. 

"  Id  commune  malum  ;  semel  Insanirimus  omnes." 
[  The  evil's  common  ;  all  for  once  are  mad.  —  C] 
With  the  following  eluci«lation  of  the  other  saying  —  Qtiot 
DeuM  (it  should  rather  tie,  Qurm  Jupiter)  9ult  pfrdere,  prius 
demrmtai  [Whom  God  would  ruin,  he  first  disorders  in 
mind  —  C]  Mr.  Boswell  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Richard  How, 
of  Apslcv,  in  Redfordshirc.  as  communicated  to  that  gentle- 
man  tiy  his  friend,  Mr.  John  Pitts,  late  rector  of  Great  Brick- 
hill,  in  Buckingham :  "  Perhaps  no  scrap  of  Latin  whatever 
has  t)een  more  quoted  than  this.  It  occasionally  falls  even 
from  those  who  are  scrupulous  even  to  pedantry  in  their 
Lalinitr.  and  will  not  admit  a  word  into  their  compositions 
which  has  not  the  sauction  of  the  first  age."  The  word 
dfmento  is  of  no  autboritv,  either  as  a  verb  active  or  neuter. 
After  a  long  search,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  a  liet.  some 
eentlenien  of  Cambridge  found  it  among  the  fragments  of 
Kuri|>ides.  in  what  edition  I  do  not  recollect,  where  It  Is 
given  as  a  trnnslatinn  of  a  Greek  Iambic : 

"  The  above  scrap  was  found  in  the  handwriting  of  a  suicide 
of  fashion,  Sir  D.  O.,  some  years  ago,  lying  on  the  table  of 
the  room  where  be  had  destroyed  blmselr.    Th«  suicide  wa) 


He  could  not  do  it ;  but  many  years  i 
met  with  it  by  chance  in  JohoMnei 
Mantuanus,^ 

I  am  very  sorry  that  I  did  not  tal 
of  an  eloquent  arffument,  in  which 
taincd  that  the  situation  of  Prince 
was  the  happiest  of  any  person^s  in  the 
even  beyond  that  of  the  sovereign.  ] 
onl^ — the  enjoyment  of  hope — th< 
periority  of  rank,  without  the  anxioi: 
government — and  a  CTeat  deeree  < 
both  from  natural  influence  wisely  i 
from  the  sanguine  expectations  of 
look  forward  to  the  chance  of  futtune 

Sir  Joshua  Refolds  communica 
the  following  particulars  : 

Johnson  thought  the  poems  pnl 
translations  from  Ossian  had  tso  lit 
that  he  said,  "  Sir,  a  man  might  ti 
stuff  for  ever,  if  he  would  abandm 
to  it." 

He  said,  "A  man  should  pass 
his  time  with  the  laughers,  bj  whi 
any  thing  ridiculous  or  particular  j 
might  be  prcsente<l  to  his  view,  and  c 
I  observed,  he  must  have  been  a  bo]< 
who  would  have  ventured  to  tell  Di 
of  any  of  his  peculiarities. 

Having  observed  the  vain  ostent 
portance  of  many  people  in  quoting 
rity  of  dukes  and  lords,  as  having  bet 
company,  he  said,  he  went  to  the  otlie 
and  did  not  mention  bis  autboritv 
should  have  done  it,  had  it  not  beei 
duke  or  a  lord. 


a  man  of  classical  acquirements :  he  Ic^ft  no 
behind  him."  Another  of  these  proverbial  sayfi 
"  Incidit  in  Scyllam,  cnpient  vitare  CTiarybi 
[Shunning  Cbarybdis  into  ScylU  falla,  — 
I.  some  years  ago.  in  a  note  on  a  passage  in  The 
Venice,  traced  to  its  source.  It  occur*  (irith  j 
ation)  in  the  Aiexandreis  of  Philip  Gualtier  (a 
thirteenth  ct-ntury),  which  was  printed  at  Lj 
Darius  is  the  person  addressed  :  — 

**  ^—  Quo  tendis  inertem. 
Rex  periture,  fugam  ?  nescli,  hcii  !  perdlt 
Quern  fugias :  hostes  Incurris  dum  Aigis  h< 
Incidis  in  Scyllam,  cuplent  vitare  CharyU 

[Why,  fated  king,  a  tame  erasion  try  ? 
You  know  not.  Lo«t  One,  whom  or  where 
You  meet  the  foe  you  dread  ;  and  pressed  I 
Shunning  Cbarybdis  into  ScyUa  fall c.] 

The  author  of  this  line  was  first  ascertained  li 
Martins,  who  died  in  1476.  as  is  otwcrved  in 
vol.  iii.  p.  130.  edit.  1762.  For  an  account  of  Ph 
see  Vossius  de  Poet.  Latin.,  p.  a&4.  fol.  lesr;. 
less  frequently  quoted  than  any  of  the  precedii 
gested  for  inquiry,  sfveral  years  ago,  in  a  note  c 
ofLucrece: 

"  Solamen  miseris  socios  habuisse  doloris. 

[ •  Tis  to  the  wretched  some  relief 

To  have,  at  luiut,  a  partner  In  their  grief. 

But  the  author  of  this  verse  has  not.  I  beliei 
covered —  Malonb. 

3  I  am  happy,  however,  to  mention  a  pleasini 
his  enduring  with  great  gentleness  to  hear  tmc 
striking  particularities  pointed  out :  Miss  Huoti 
his  friend.  Christopher  .Smart,  when  a  very  Touiq 
by  his  extraordinary  motions,  said  to  him.  *-  pra' 
son.  why  do  you  make  »uch  strange  gestures  ?  "  ' 
habit."  he  replied :  "  do  you.  mv  dear,  take  ra 
againft  bad  bahits."  This  I  was  told  by  the  s 
brother  at  Margate.  —  Boswrll.  ' 
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Dr.  Goldsmith  said  once  to  Dr.  Johnson 
that  be  wished  for  some  additional  members  to 
the  Literanr  Club,  to  give  it  an  agreeable 
▼anety ;  "  for, "  said  he,  **  there  can  now  be 
nothi^  new  amone  us :  wc  have  travelled  over 
one  another*s  minds.  Johnson  seemed  a  little 
angry,  and  said,  *'  Sir,  jo\i  have  not  travelled 
OTer  my  mind,  I  promise  you.**  Sir  Joshua, 
howeTcr,  thought  Goldsmith  right ;  observing, 
that "  when  people  have  lived  a  great  deal 
together,  they  know  what  each  of  them  will 
say  on  every  subject.  A  new  understanding, 
therefore,  is  desirable  ;  because,  though  it  may 
only  furnish  the  same  sense  upon  a  question 
which  would  have  been  furnisne<l  by  those 
with  whom  we  are  accustomed  to  live,  yet  this 
sense  will  have  a  different  colouring;  and 
colouring  is  of  much  effect  in  every  thmg  else 
as  well  as  in  painting.*' 

Johnson  used  to  say  that  he  made  it  a  con- 
stant rule  to  talk  as  well  as  he  could,  both  as 
to  sentiment  and  expression  ;  by  which  means, 
what  had  been  originally  effort  became  familiar 
and  easy.  The  consequence  of  this.  Sir  Joshua 
observed,  was,  that  his  common  conversation 
in  dU  companies  was  such  as  to  secure  him 
universal  attention,  as  something  above  the 
usual  colloquial  style  was  expected. 

Yet,  though  Johnson  had  this  habit  in  com- 
pany, when  another  mode  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  investigate  truth,  he  could  descend 
to  a  langua^  intelligible  to  the  meanest  capa- 
city. An  mstance  of  this  was  witnessed  by 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  when  they  were  present 
St  an  examination  of  a  little  blackguard  boy, 
by  Mr.  Saunders  Welch,  the  late  \\'estmin8ter 
justice.  Welch,  who  imagined  that  he  was 
exalting  himself  in  Dr.  Johnson^s  eyes  by  using 
big  words,  spoke  in  a  manner  that  was  utterly 
unintelligible  to  the  boy ;  Dr.  Johnson  per- 
ceiving it,  addressed  himself  to  the  boy,  and 
changed  the  pompous  phraseology  into  collo- 
quial language,  dir  Joshua  Reynolds,  who 
was  much  amused  by  this  proceeding,  which 
seemed  a  kind  of  reversing  of  what  might  have 
been  expected  from  the  two  men,  took  notice 
of  it  to  Dr.  Johnson,  as  they  walked  away  by 
tiieniselves.  Johnson  said,  that  it  was  con- 
tinually the  case ;  and  that  he  was  always 
obliged  to  translate  the  justicc*s  swelling  diction 


(smiling),  so  as  that  his  meaning  might  be 
underst€>od  by  the  vulgar,  from  whom  infor- 
mation was  to  be  obtained. 

Sir  Joshua  once  observed  to  him,  that  he 
had  talked  above  the  capacity  of  some  people 
i  with  whom  they  had  been  in  company  together. 
I  **  No  matter,  Sir,"  said  Johnson ;  **  they  con- 
I  sider  it  as  a  compliment  to  be  talked  to  as  if 
I  they  were  wiser  tnan  they  are.  So  true  is 
this.  Sir,  that  Baxter  made  it  a  rule  in  every 
'  sermon  that  he  preached  to  say  something  that 
I  was  above  the  capacity  of  his  audience.**  > 

Johnsons  dexterity    in    retort,    when   he 
I  seemed  to  be  driven  to  an  extremity  by  his 
I  adversary,  was  very  remarkable.    Of  his  power, 
I  in  this  respect,  our  common  friend,  Mr.  Wind- 
I  ham,  of  Norfolk,  has  been  pleased  to  furnish 
me  with  an  eminent  instance.     However  un- 
favourable to   Scotland,   he  uniformly  ^ave 
liberal  praise  to  Greorge  Buchanan,  as  a  writer. 
In  a    conversation    concerning    the   literary 
merits  of  the  two  countries,  in  which  Buchanan 
was  introduced,  a  Scotchman,  imagining  that 
on  this  ground  he  should  have  an  undoubted 
triumph  over  him,  exclaimed,  "  Ah,  Dr.  John- 
son, what  would  you  have  said  of  Buchanan 
had  he  been  an  Englishman  ?**     "  Why,  Sir,'* 
said  Johnson,  af^er  a  little  pause,  "  I  should  not 
have  said  of  Buchanan,  had  he  been  an  En- 
glishmaTu,  what  I  will  now  say  of  him  as  Scotch- 
many — that  he  was  the  only  man  of  genius  his 
country  ever  produced.**  * 

And  this  brings  to  my  recollection  another 
instance  of  the  same  nature.  I  once  reminded 
him  that  when  Dr.  Adam  Smith  was  expati- 
ating on  the  beauty  of  Glasgow,  he  had  cut  him 
short  by  saying,  "Pray,  Sir,  have  you  ever 
seen  Brentford  r'*  and  I  took  the  liberty  to 
add,  "  My  dear  Sir,  surely  that  was  thockingJ" 
"  Why  then.  Sir,"  he  replied,  "  tod  have  never 
seen  Brentford.** ' 

Though  his  usual  phrase  for  conversation 
was  talk,  yet  he  made  a  distinction  ;  fur  when 
he  once  told  me  that  he  diiietl  the  day  before 
at  a  friend's  house,  with  "  a  very  j»retty  com- 
pany;'* and  I  asked  him  if  there  was  gootl 
conversation,  he  answered,  "  No,  Sir ;  we  had 
talk  enough,  but  no  convermtion ;  there  was 
nothing  discussed  ** 
Talking  of  the  success  of  the  Scotch  in  Lon- 


>  Th«  Jiinnpss  or  thii  rcTnark  i*  conflnned  by  the  following 
itory,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  l^rd  Kliot :  —  A  country 
pmnoa,  who  was  remarkable  for  quoting  irnips  of  I^in  In 
kit  termoti*,  having  difd.  one  of  his  parishioners  was  asked 
how  hf  liked  hii  succrssor  ;  *'  He  is  a  very  good  preacher," 
wai  his  answer,  *'  but  no  Lo/Amt."—  Buswbll.  This  story 
U  an  old  one.  Tiiis  "  very  good  preacher"  was,  says  Mr. 
Chalmers,  the  celebrated  Dr.  Edward  Pocock,  who  had  a 
liTing  at  Childry.  near  Oxford.  One  of  hi*  Oxford  friends, 
as  he  travelled  through  Childry.  inquiring,  for  his  diversion. 
ottnme  people,  who  was  their  minister?  and  how  they  liked 
Mm  ?  received  from  them  this  answer :  "  Our  parson  is  onti 
Mr.  Poeock.  a  pl.ii",  honest  man ;  but,  master."  said  they, 
••be  is  no  Iwitmrr."  —  Poeock's  Lifi,  •«*.  ill.  Edward 
^Benck  died  10)1 ,  vt.  87 :  an/^,  p.  1M6.  —  Cbokir. 

>  This  prompt  and  sarcastic  retort  may  not  unaptly  be 
eiMBpared  with  Sir  Henry  Wotton's  celebrated  answer  to  a 

Cleat  hi  Italv,  who  asked  him,  "  Where  was  your  religion  to 
found  before  I.uther  ?  '*    *'  My  religion  was  to  be  found 
tiben  where  yours  is  not  to  be  found  now,  in  the  written  word 


of  God."  But  Johnson's  admirable  reply  has  a  sharper  edge, 
and  perhaps  more  ingenuity,  than  that  of  Wotton.  ^Malons. 
In  Seiden's  TabU  Talk  we  have  the  following  mure  witty 
reply  made  to  this  same  question :  "  Where  was  America  an 
hundred  or  six-score  years  ago ?  But  Archbishop  Bramhall's 
answer  is  still  better.  "  Where  it  Is  now —  as  a  garden  be. 
fore  it  Is  weeded  and  after  it  Is  weeded,  is  the  same  garden." 
See  also  Jeremy  Taylor's  Works,  s.  1!KI.  —  MAaaLAMD. 
There  i«  another  more  homely,  but  even  more  Just :  "  Where 
was  your  face  before  it  was  washed  ?  "—  CaoKRa,  1H47. 

>  When  his  friend  Mr.  Strahan.  a  native  of  Scotland,  at  his 
return  from  the  Hebrides  asked  him,  with  a  firm  tone  of 
voice,  what  he  thought  of  his  country  ?  "  That  it  is  a  very 
vile  country  to  be  sure.  Sir  ;"  returned  for  answer  Dr.  John- 
son. "  Weil,  Sir !  "  replies  the  other,  somewhat  mortified, 
"  God  made  it"  "  (?«rtainly  he  did."  answers  Dr.  Johnson 
a^ain  ;  "  but  we  must  always  remember  that  he  made  it  for 
Scotchmen,  and  —  comparisons  are  odious,  Mr.  Strahan  — 
but  God  made  hell."    Pioxxf.  —  Cbokbb. 
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don,  he  imputed  it  in  a  considerable  degree  to 
their  spirit  of  nationality.  "  You  know,  Sir," 
said  he,  "  that  no  Scotchman  publishes  a  book, 
or  has  a  play  brought  upon  the  stage,  but 
there  are  nve  hundred  people  ready  to  applaud 
him." 

He  cave  much  praise  to  his  friend  Dr. 
Burney  s  elegant  and  entertaining  Travels,  and 
told  Mr.  Seward  that  he  had  them  in  liis  eye 
when  writing  his  "Journey  to  the  Western 
Islands  of  Scotland." 

Such  was  his  sensibility,  and  so  much  was 
he  affected  by  pathetic  j)oetry,  that,  when  he 
was  reading  Dr.  Beattie's  "Henuit,'*  in  my 
presence,  it  brought  tears  into  his  Gycs. ' 

He  disapproved  much  of  mingling  real  facts 
with  fictiou.  On  this  account  he  censured  a 
book  entitled  "  Love  and  Madness."  * 

Mr.  Hoole  told  him  he  was  born  in  Moor- 
fields,  and  had  received  part  of  his  early  in- 
struction in  Grub  Street.  "  Sir,"  said  Johnson, 
smiling,  "  you  have  been  regularly  educated." 
Having  asked  who  was  his  instructor,  and  Mr. 
Hoole  having  answered,  '*  My  uncle.  Sir,  who 
was  atjiilor;"  Johnson,  recollecting  himself, 
said,  "  Sir,  I  knew  him :  w^e  called  him  the 
metaphysical  tailor.  He  was  of  a  club  in  Old 
Street,  with  me  and  George  Psalmanazar,  and 
some  others:  but  pray,  Sir,  was  he  a  good 
tailor  ?"  Mr.  Hoole  having  answered  that  he 
believed  he  was  too  mathematical,  and  used  to 
draw  squares  and  trian<rles  on  his  shopboard, 
so  that  he  did  not  excel  in  the  cut  of  a  coat, — 
"  I  am  sorry  for  it,"  said  Johnson,  "  for  I  would 
have  every  man  to  be  master  of  his  own 
business." 

In  pleasant  reference  to  himself  and  Mr. 
Hoole,  as  brother  authors,  he  often  said,  "  Let 
you  and  I,  Sir,  go  together,  imd  eat  a  beef- 
steak in  Grub  Street." 

Sir  William  Chambers,  that  great  architect, 
whose  works  show  a  sublimity  of  genius  ^  and 
wlio  is  esteemed  by  all  who  Know  him,  for  his 
social,  hospitable,  and  generous  qualities,  sub- 
mitted the  manuscript  of  his  "Chinese  Archi- 
tecture" to  Dr.  Johnson*s  perusal.  Johnson  was 
much  pleased  with  it,  and  said,  "  It  wants  no 
addition  nor  correction,  but  a  few  lines  of  in- 
troduction ;"  which  he  furnished,  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam adopted.  ^ 

He  smd  to  Sir  William  Scott,  "  The  age  is 


>  Ttm  particular  pastafrc  which  excited  this  ctrong  emotion 
wa<,  a«  I  have  heard  from  mjr  father,  the  third  ttanxa,  "  *Tls 
nifftit/'ftc J.  UonwELL,  jun.    Thc/our/A.—  Marklano. 

>  A  kind  of  noTel  founded  on  the  ttorj  of  Mr.  Ilorkman 
*w\  Milt  Kay  :  see  p.  628 Croker. 

'  I  do  not  recollect  any  work  of  Sir  William  Chambcri 
that  can  be  udd  to  exhibit  "  sublimity  of  geniua."—  Croker. 

*  The  Hon.  Horace  Walpole.  now  Karl  of  Orford.  thii* 
bear*  teitimony  to  this  penth-man's  merit  a*  a  writer ;  "  Mr. 
(.^hamberc't  '  Treatite  uii  Civil  Architpcture  *  is  the  mu»t 
•enable  tiook.  and  the  mo't  exempt  rr<im  prejudice*,  that 
ev«>r  wat  written  on  that  ttclence."  —  rrer.ice  to  Anecdotes  qf 
Painting  in  Engiand.    The  introductory  linet  are  thetc : 

"  It  ii  diffictilt  to  avoid  praiting  loo  iittlc  or  too  much. 
The  boundleu  panegyric!  which  have  l>een  lavished  up<m 
the  Chinese  learning,  policy,  and  art*,  show  with  what  power 
novelty  attrai'ts  regard, an(l  how  naturallr  este«!m  fwelli  into 
admiration.  I  am  far  fiom  de!<lrinit  to  be  numbered  among 
the  exa{;gcrators  of  Cbhiese  oxcelieucc.     I  consider  them  as 


running  mad  after  innoTation;  am 
business  of  the  world  is  to  be  done 
way;  men  arc  to  be  hanged  in  a  i 
Tyburn  itself  is  not  safe  from  the  fur 
vation."  It  having  been  argued  tha 
an  improvement. —  **  No,  Sir,"  said  h< 
"  it  is  iio^  an  improvement :  they  ol 
the  old  method  drew  together  'a  i 
spectators.  Sir,  executions  are  inl 
draw  spectators.  If  they  do  not  d 
tators,  they  don't  answer  their  purpt 
old  method  was  most  satisfactory  to  a 
the  public  was  gratified  by  a  proccf 
criminal  *  was  supported  by  it-  V 
this  to  be  swept  awayP"  I  perfe< 
with  Dr.  Johnson  u]X)n  this  head, 
persuaded  that  executions  now,  tl 
procession  being  discontinued,  have  i 
the  effect  which  they  formerly  had, 
trates,  both  in  London  and  elsewh 
I  am  afraid,  in  this  had  too  much 
their  own  ease. 

Of  Dr.  Hur^l,  Bishop  of  Worcester 
said  to  a  friend, —  "  Iiurd,  Sir,  is  on 
of  men  who  account  for  every  thin<» 
tically  ;  for  mstance,  it  has  been  a  3 
wear  scarlet  breeches ;  these  men  i 
you,  tliat  according  to  causes  and  i 
other  wear  couhl  at  that  time  hs 
chosen."  He,  however,  said  of  him  a 
time  to  the  same  [gentleman,  '*Hur 
a  man  whose  acquamtance  is  a  volual 
sition." 

That  learned  and  ingenious  prel 
well  known,  published,  at  one  |>eri< 
life,  "  Moral  and  Political  Dialogues 
wofuUy  Whiggish  cast.  Afterwanls, 
ship,  having  thought  better,  came  1 
error,  and  republishe<l  the  work  wii 
constitutional  spirit.  Johnson,  how 
unwilling  to  allow  him  full  crctiit  foi 
tical  conversion.  I  remember  when 
ship  declined  the  honour  of  being  ai 
of  Canterbury,  Johnson  said,  '*  I  an 
did  not  go  to  Lambeth ;  for,  after  j 
he  is  a  Whig  in  his  heart/* 

Johnson's  attention  to  precision  a 
ness  in  expression  was  very  remarks 
disapproved  of  a  parenthesis  ;  and  I  I 
all  his  voluminous  writing.s,  not  hal 
of  them  will  be  found.     lie   never 


great,  or  wi«e,  only  in  comparison  with  the  naU( 
roimd  them  ;  and  h-AVP  nn  intention  to  nla«.*e  tt 
petition  either  with  the  ancient*  or  with  the  moi 
part  of  the  world  ;  yet  they  mukt  lie  allf>wed  ti 
notice  as  a  distinct  and  very  fineular  race  of  n 
liihabiunti  of  a  resion  divided  by  its  aituatii 
civiliied  couutric*,  wlio  have  formed  their  own  n 
Invented  their  own  art*,  without  thi>  aasistance  v 

—  BoifWBLL. 

>  What  could  Johnson  moan  by  taymff  that  i 
wa»  Mupporlcd  by  the  linirnrinif  tortun*  of  iht 
hibition  ?  Bn»»(>11,  we  know,  wai  fond  of  the 
(pectaclct ;  and  is  not  this  another  inat«iice  iii 

Serional  pniponjiities  may  be  auniKH'tcU  of  t 
ohniion's  opinions  V  —  Ckokkh  The  Ijuit  exert 
burn  was  ou  the  7th  Nnv»-ml>er.  17S3.  and  the 
Newgate  on  the  9lb  of  the  following  DcHreiuber 
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phrases  (he  former  and  the  latter^  having  ob- 
served, that  they  often  occasioned  obscurity ; 
he  therefore  contrived  to  construct  his  sen- 
tences so  as  not  to  have  occasion  for  them,  and 
would  even  rather  repeat  the  same  words,  in 
order  to  avoid  them.  Nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  to  mistake  surnames,  when  we  hear 
them  carelessly  uttered  for  the  first  time.  To 
prevent  this,  he  used  not  only  to  pronounce 
them  slowly  and  distinctly,  but  to  take  the 
trouble  of  spelling  them;  a  practice  which 
I  have  often  followed,  and  which  I  wish  were 
general. 

Such  was  the  heat  and  irritability  of  his 
blood,  that  not  only  did  he  pare  his  nails  to 
the  quick,  but  scraped  the  joints  of  his  fingers 
with  a  penknife,  till  they  seemed  quite  red 
and  raw. ' 

-  The  heterogeneous  composition  of  human 
nature  was  remarkably  exemplified  in  Johnson. 
His  liberality  in  giving  his  money  to  persons 
in  distress  was  extraordinary.  Yet  there 
lurked  about  him  a  propensity  to  paltry  saving. 
One  day  I  owned  to  him,  that  "  I  was  occa- 
'■ionally  troubled  with  a  fit  of  narrowness^ 
"  Why,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  so  am  I.  But  I  do  not 
tell  it**  He  has  now  and  then  borrowed  a 
shilling  of  me  ;  and  when  I  asked  him  for  it 
again,  seemed  to  be  rather  out  of  humour. 
A  droll  little  circumstance  once  occurred ;  as 
if  he  meant  to  reprimand  my  minute  exactness 
as  a  creditor,  he  thus  addressetl  me; — "Bos- 
well,  lend  me  sixpence  —  not  to  be  repaid^ 

This  great  man*s  attention  to  small  thin^ 
was  very  remarkable.  As  an  instance  of  it, 
he  one  day  said  to  me,  "  Sir,  when  you  eet 
silver  in  change  for  a  guinea,  look  carefmly 
at  it:  you  may  find  some  curious  piece  of 
coin." 

Though  a  stem  true-born  Englishman^  and 
Ailly  prejudiced  against  all  other  nations,  he 
had  discernment  enough  to  see,  and  candour 
enough  to  censure,  the  cold  reserve  too  com- 
mon among  Englishmen  towards  strangers : 
'*  Sir,"  said  he,  "  two  men  of  any  other  nation 
"who  arc  shown  into  a  room  together,  at  a  house 
-where  they  are  both  visitors,  will  immediately 
find  some  conversation.  But  two  Englishmen 
will  probably  go  each  to  a  different  window, 
and  remain '  in  obstinate  silence.  Sir,  we  as 
yet  do  not  enough  understand  the  common 
rights  of  humanity." 

Johnson  was  at  a  certain  period  of  his  life  a 
l^ood  deal  with  the  Earl  of  Shelbume,  now 
Marquis  of  Lansdown',  as  he  doubtless  could 
not  but  have  a  due  value  for  that  nobleman's 
activity  of  mind,  and  uncommon  acquisitions 


>  I  know  not  why  heat  and  irrttability  of  blood  should 
Siak«  a  mail  pare  hi*  nails  too  close —  CaoKBa. 

*  I  cannot  discover  when  this  Intercourse  could  bare  hap- 
pened ;  nor  can  1  even  guess.  In  1765.  wh«-n  Johnson 
^tmttifd  in  polittcs  vitk  Hamilton,"  (anti,  p.  I6>i.)  Lord 
flfa«il»um  was  bttt  20 ;  nor  can  1  discover  that  his  I<ordship 
had  any  connexion  with  Hamilton.  See  ante,  pp.  fM.  n.  3, 
5S4.  n.  5,  aod  p.  715.  n.  3.  —  Cbokbk. 

>  Johnson  being  asked  his  opinion  of  this  Essay,  answered, 


of  important  knowledge,  however  much  he 
might  disapprove  of  other  parts  of  his  lord- 
ship's character,  which  were  widely  different 
from^is  own. 

Maurice  Morgann,  Esq.,  author  of  the  very 
ingenious  **  Essay  on  the  Character  of  Falstaff^ 
being  a  particular  friend  of  his  lordship,  had 
once  an  opportunity  of  entertaining  Johnson 
a  day  or  two  at  Wycombe,  when  its  lord  was 
absent,  and  by  him  I  have  been  favoured  with 
two  anecdotes. 

One  is  not  a  little  to  the  credit  of  Johnson's 
candour.  Mr.  Morgann  and  he  had  a  dispute 
pretty  late  at  night,  in  which  Johnson  would 
not  give  up,  though  he  had  the  wrong  side ; 
and,  in  short,  both  kept  the  field.  Next 
morning,  when  they  met  in  the  breakfasting- 
room.  Dr.  Johnson  accosted  Mr.  Morgann  thus : 
"  Sir,  I  have  been  thinking  on  our  dispute  last 
night ;  —  You  were  in  the  right** 

The  other  was  as  follows :  Johnson,  for  sport 
perhaps,  or  from  the  spirit  of  contradiction, 
eagerly  maintained  that  Derrick  had  merit 
as  a  writer.  Mr.  Morgann  argued  with  him 
directly,  in  vain.  At  length  he  had  recourse  to 
this  device.  "  Pray,  Sir,"  said  he,  "  whether 
do  you  reckon  Derrick  or  Smart*  the  best 
poet  ?  "  Johnson  at  once  felt  himself  roused ; 
and  answered,  "  Sir,  there  is  no  settling  the 
point  of  precedency  between  a  louse  and  a 
flea," 

Once,  when  checking  my  boasting  too 
frequently  of  myself  in  company,  he  said  to 
me,  "  Boswell,  you  often  vaunt  so  much  as  to 
provoke  ridicule.  You  put  me  in  mind  of  a 
man  who  was  standing  in  the  kitchen  of  an  inn 
with  his  back  to  the  fire,  and  thus  accosted  the 
person  next  him.  *  Do  you  know.  Sir,  who  I 
am?'  'No,  Sir,'  said  the  other,  *I  have  not 
that  advantage.'  *  Sir,'  said  he,  '  I  am  the 
great  Twalmley,  who  invented  the  New  Flood- 
gate Iron.'"  *  The  Bishop  of  Killaloe,  on  my 
repeating  the  story  to  him,  defended  Twalmley, 
by  observing  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  epithet 
of  gretU ;  for  Virgil  in  his  group  of  worthies 
in  the  Elysian  fields — 

Hie  manus  ob  patriam  pugnando  Tulncra  passi,  &c. 

["  Here  patriots  live,  who,  for  their  country's  good. 

In  fighting  fields  were  prodigal  of  blood."] 

Drydtn. 
mentions 

Inventas  aut  qui  vitam  excoluere  per  artes. 
[♦•  And  searching  wits,  of  mere  mechanic  parts, 
Who  grace  their  age  with  new  invented  arts."] 

Ibid. 
He  was  pleased  to  say  to  me  one  morning 


"  Why,  Sir.  we  shall  have  the  man  come  forth  again  ;  and  aa 
he  has  proved  Faistaff  to  be  no  coward,  he  may  prove  lago  to 
be  a  very  gooti  character.*'  —  Crokbr. 

<  It  haf  been  asserted  {Eumpean  Mag.,  Sept.  ITSfi,  p.  160) 
that  the  above  comparison  was  made  between  Derrick  and 
Boy$f.  and  (if  it  be  at  all  true)  this  is  more  likely.  — Cbokeb. 

*  What  the  threat  Twalmley  was  so  proud  of  having  In- 
vented was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  kind  of  box-Iron  for 
smoothing  linen.— Boswbll. 
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when  we  were  left  alone  in  his  study,  "  Bos- 
well,  1  think  I  am  easier  with  you  than  with 
almost  any  body.*' 

He  would  not  allow  Mr.  David  Hume  any 
credit  for  his  political  principles,  thouch  similar 
to  his  own ;  saying  of  him,  *^  Sir,  he  was  a 
Tory  by  chance.** 

His  acute  observation  of  human  life  made 
him  remark,  "  Sir,  there  is  nothing  by  which  a 
man  exasperates  most  people  more  than  by 
displaying  a  superior  ability  of  brilliancy  in 
conversation.  They  seem  pleased  at  the  time; 
but  their  envy  makes  them  curse  him  at  their 
hearts."  > 

My  readers  will  probably  be  surprised  to 
hear  that  the  great  Dr.  Johnson  could  amuse 
himself  with  so  slight  and  playful  a  species  of 
composition  as  a  charade.  1  have  recovered 
one  which  he  made  on  Dr.  Barnard,  now  Lord 
Bishop  of  Killaloc ;  who  has  been  pleased  for 
many  years  to  treat  me  with  so  much  intimacy 
and  social  ease,  that  I  may  presume  to  call  him 
not  only  my  right  reverend,  but  my  very  dear 
friend.  I  therefore  with  peculiar  pleasure 
give  to  the  world  a  just  and  elegant  compli- 
ment thus  paid  to  his  lordship  by  Johnson. 

CHARADE. 

**  My  firtt  shuts  out  thieves  from  your  house  or 

your  room, 
My  second  expresses  a  Syrian  perfume. 
My  whole  is  a  man  in  whose  converse  is  shared 
The  strength   of  a   Bar  and   the  sweetness  of 

Nard."« 

Johnson  asked  Richard  Owen  Cambridge, 
Esq.  if  he  had  read  the  Spanish  translation  of 
Sallust,  said  to  be  written  by  a  prince  of  Spain, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  tutor,  who  is  pro- 
fessedly the  author  of  a  treatise  annexed,  on 
the  Phoenician  language. 

Mr.  Cambridge  commended  the  work,  par- 
ticularly as  he  thought  the  translator  under- 
stood his  author  better  than  is  commonly  the 
case  with  translators ;  but  said  he  was  disap- 
pointed in  the  purpose  for  which  he  borrowed 
the  book ;  to  see  whether  a  Spaniard  could  be 
better  furnished  with  inscriptions  from  monu- 
ments, coins,  or  other  antiquities,  which  he 
might  more  probably  find  on  a  coast  so  imme- 
diately opposite  to'  Carthage,  than  the  an- 
tiquaries of  any  other  countries.  Joukson. 
"  1  am  very  sorry  you  were  not  gratified  in 
your  expectations.**  Camhridge.  "The  Ian- 
gunge  would  have  been  of  little  use,  as  there 
IS  no  history  existing  in  that  tongue  to  balance 
the  i)artial  accounts  which  the  Koman  writers 
have  left  us."     Johnson.     "  No,  Sir.     They 


•  This  may  be  doubted.  Johnson  liimseir  wa«,  ai  we  have 
necn.  fomtftimes  enviout  of  the  brilliancy  of  hit  friends  ;  but, 
in  Rcnerai,  surely  persons  of  a  brilliant  convenation  (if  it  be 
not  sarraatic)  are  popular.  — Cbokkb. 

3  As  Mr.  Uoswell  docs  not  expressly  state  his  authority  for 
attributing  this  charade  to  Ur.  Johnson.  I  Ulie  the  liberty  of 
doubthig  it.  Johnson  was  by  no  means  fond  of  Dr.  Barnard, 
nor  was  he  likely  to  have  flattered  any  one  in  this  coarse 
way  ;  and  the  verses  themselves  are  totally  unlike  his  style 


have  not  been  partial,  thej  liav 
own  story  without  shame  or  r^ 
table  treatment  of  their  injur^  e 
had  no  compunction,  no  Keling  1 
ginian.  Why,  Sir,  they  would 
borne  Virgirs  description  of  Eneau 
of  Dido,  if  she  had  not  been  a  Ca 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  this 
communications  from  Mr.  Cambi 
if  a  beautiful  villa  on  the  banks  of 
a  few  miles  distant  from  London, 
and  excellent  library,  which  he 
knows  and  reads,  a  choice  collectioi 
which  he  understands  and  relisl 
fortune,  an  amiable  family,  an  ext 
of  friends  and  acquaintance,  disti 
rank,  fashion,  and  genius,  a  lit 
various,  elegant,  and  still  incrcasir 
talents  rarely  to  be  found,  and,  wi 
means  of  happiness,  enjoying,  wb 
vanced  in  years,  health  and  vigo 
serenity  and  animation  of  mind,  d 
to  be  addressed /artttnate  senex  !  I 
whom,  in  any  age,  that  expression 
propriety  have  been  used.  Long 
to  hear  and  to  feel  it !  ^ 

Johnson's  love  of  little   childre 
discovered  upon  all   occasions,    c 
"  pretty  dears,*'  and  giving  them 
was  an  undoubted  proof  of   the  rei 
and  gentleness  of  his  disposition. 

His  uncommon  kindness  to  his  » 
serious  concern,  not  only  for  their 
this  world,  but  their  happiness  i] 
was  another  unc^uestionable  evidc 
all,  who  were  intimately  acquainte 
knew  to  be  true. 

Nor  would  it  be  just,  under  tl 
omit  the  fondness  which  he  showed 
which  he  had  taken  under  his  pr 
never  shall  forget  the  indulgence 
he  treated  Hodge,  his  cat;  for 
himself  used  to  go  out  and  buy  ( 
the  servants,  having  that  trouble,  si 
dislike  to  the  poor  creature.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  have  an  antipatl 
so  that  1  am  uneasy  when  in  th« 
one ;  and  I  own  1  freciuently  sufl 
deal  from  the  presence  of  this  sam 
recollect  him  one  day  scrambli 
Johnson's  breast,  apparently  with 
fat'tion,  while  my  friend,  sniilini 
whistling,  rubbed  down  his  back, 
him  by  the  tail ;  and  when  I  obsei 
a  fine  cat,  saying,  "  Why,  yes.  Sir, 
had  cats  whom  I  liked  better  than 
then,  as  if  perceiving  Hodge  to  be  < 


and  rhythm.  If  he  did  condescend  to  this  i 
I  think,  have  been  a  kind  of  reparation  for  his 
to  Dr.  Barnard  before  detailed,  anii  d  i 
1847.  •   *^' 

3  Mr.  Cambridge  enjoyed  all  the  bleulnrs  Im 
for  many  yearN  after  this  passage  was  writtei 
his  seat,  near  Twickenham.  Sept.  17.  1H02  In  I 
year.  —  MALONR.  Uis  vilia  was  the  larn*  ho 
Richmond  Bridge,  on  the  Middlesex  ti<&  .1 
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tenauce,  adding,  "  But  he  is  a  very  fine  cat,  a 
very  fine  cat  indeed." 

This  reminds  me  of  the  ludicrous  account 
which  he  gave  Mr.  Langton  of  the  despicable 
state  of  a  joung  gentleman  of  good  family. 
"  Sir,  when  I  heard  of  him  last,  he  was  run- 
ning about  town  shooting  cats."  And  then,  in 
a  sort  of  kindly  reverie,  he  bethought  himself 
of  his  own  favourite  cat,  and  said,  "But 
Hodge  shan^t  be  shot ;  no,  no,  Hodge  shall  not 
be  shot" 

He  thought  Mr.  Beauclerk  made  a  shrewd 
and  judicious  remark  to  Mr.  Langton,  who, 
after  having  been  for  the  first  time  in  com- 
pany with  a  well-known  wit  about  town, 
was  warmly  admiring  and  praising  him,  — 
^^  See  him  again,"  said  Beauclerk. 

His  respect  for  the  hierarchy,  and  par- 
ticularly tne  dignitaries  of  the  church,  has 
been  more  than  once  exhibited  in  the  course 
of  this  work.  Mr.  Seward  saw  him  presented 
to  the  Archbishop  of  York',  and  described  his 
bow  to  an  Archbishop  as  such  a  studied  ela- 
boration of  homage,  such  an  extension  of  limb, 
•uch  a  flexion  of  body,  as  have  seldom  or  ever 
been  equalled. 

I  cannot  help  mentioning  with  much  regret, 
that  by  my  own  negligence  I  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity of  having  the  history  of  mj  family  from 
its  founder,  Thomas  Bos  well,  in  15(K4,  re- 
corded and  illustrated  by  Johnson's  pen.  Such 
was  his  goodness  to  me,  that  when  I  presumed 
to  solicit  him  for  so  great  a  favour,  he  was 
pleased  to  say,  "  Let  me  have  all  the  materials 
you  can  collect,  and  I  will  do  it  both  in 
Latin  and  English ;  then  let  it  be  printed,  and 
copies  of  it  be  deposited  in  various  places  for 
security  and  preservation."  I  can  now  only 
do  the  best  I  can  to  make  up  for  this  loss, 
keeping  my  great  master  steadily  in  view. 
Family  histories,  like  the  imagines  mmorum 
of  the  ancients,  excite  to  virtue ;  and  I  wish 
that  they  who  really  have  bloo<i,  would  be 
more  careful  to  trace  and  ascertain  its  course. 
Some  have  affected  to  lau^h  at  the  history  of 
the  house  of  Yvery*;  it  would  be  well  if 
many  others  would  transmit  their  pedigrees  to 
posterity,  with  the  same  accuracy  and  gene- 
rous zeal  with  which  the  noble  lord  who 
compiled  that  work  has  honoured  and  perpe- 
tnated  his  ancestry. 

On  Thursday,  April  10.,  I  introduced  to  him, 
mX  his  house  in  Bolt  Court,  the  Honourable 
and  Reverend  William  Stuart ',  son  of  the 
£arl  of  Bute;  a  gentleman  truly  worthy  of 

»  The  only  two  Archbi»hopa  of  York  during  Seward'i 
iBcqaaintance  with  Johnaon  were  Drummond  mnd  Markbam. 
I  think  the  prorouad  bow  mutt  hare  been  to  Drummond, 
mho  died  in  1776.  —  Croker,  1847. 

s  [A  strange,  and  I  think,  in  a  great  measure,  fabulous 
«pealogy  of  the  Percfval  family],  written  by  John,  Karl  of 

Kfinont,  and  printed  (but  not  published)  in  1742 Malonb. 

^*At  that  time  »icar  of  Luton,  in  Bedfordshire,  where  he 
|iv«d  for  some  yrari.  and  fully  merited  the  character  given 
0f  hla  In  the  text ;  he  was  afterwards  Lord  Archbishop  of 
Annagb,  and  Primate  of  Ireland.  —  Malonb.  And  died  May, 
tSS.  in  a  very  strange  way,  haTin|,  through  the  blunder  of  a 


acrvaot,  had  poison,  by  mistake  for  medidne,  administered 
to  hlsn  by  the  hand  of  his  lady.  -.  Ceoukb. 


being  known  to  Johnson ;  being,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  high  birth,  learning,  travel,  and 
elegant  manners,  an  exemplary  parish  priest  in 
every  respect. 

After  some  compliments  on  both  sides,  the 
tour  which  Johnson  and  I  had  made  to  the 
Hebrides  was  mentioned.  Johnsok.  **  I  got 
an  acquisition  of  more  ideas  by  it  than  by  any 
thing  that  I  remember.  I  saw  quite  a  different 
system  of  life."  Boswsix.  "  lou  would  not 
like  to  make  the  same  journey  again?" 
Johnson.  "  Why  no.  Sir ;  not  the  same  :  it 
is  a  tale  told.  Gravina,  an  Italian  critic, 
observes,  that  every  man  desires  to  see  that 
of  which  he  has  read ;  but  no  man  desires 
to  read  an  account  of  what  he  has  seen: 
so  much  does  description  fall  short  of  re- 
ality. Description  only  excites  curiosity; 
seeing  satisfies  it.  Other  people  may  go  and 
see  the  Hebrides."  Bosweix.  **I  should 
wish  to  go  and  see  some  country  totally  dif- 
ferent from  what  I  have  been  used  to ;  such  as 
Turkey,  where  religion  and  every  thing  else 
are  different."  Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir;  there 
are  two  objects  of  curiosity,  —  the  Christian 
world  and  the  Mahometan  world.  All  the 
rest  may  be  considered  as  barbarous."  Bos- 
well.  "Pray,  Sir,  is  the  *  Turkish  Spy*  a 
genuine  book ? "  Johnson.  "No,  Sir:  Mrs. 
Manley,  in  her  life,  says,  that  her  father  wrote 
the  first  two  volumes :  and  in  another  book, 
*  Dunton*s  Life  and  Errors,'  ♦  we  find  that  the 
rest  was  written  by  one  Saulfc,  at  two  guineas 
a  sheet,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Midge- 
ley."* 

BoswELL.  "  This  has  been  a  very  factious 
reign,  owin^  to  the  too  great  indulgence  of 
government.'  Johnson.  "/  think  so.  Sir. 
What  at  first  was  lenity,  grew  timidity.  Yet 
this  is  reasoning  d  posteriori,  and  may  not  be 
just.  Supposing  a  few  had  at  first  been 
punished,  I  believe  faction  would  have  been 
crushed ;  but  it  might  have  been  said,  that  it 
was  a  sanguinary  reign.  A  man  cannot  tell  a 
priori  what  will  be  best  for  government  to  do. 
This  reiffn  has  been  very  unfortunate.  We 
have  hat)  an  unsuccessful  war ;  but  that  does 
not  prove  that  we  have  been  ill  governed. 
One  side  or  other  must  prevail  in  war,  as  one 
or  other  must  win  at  play.  When  we  beat 
Louis,  we  were  not  better  governed;  nor 
were  the  French  better  governed  when  Louis 
beat  us." 

On  Saturday,  April  12.,  I  visited  him,  in 
company  with    Mr.  Windham,    of  Norfolk. 


4  A  work  containing  many  curious  biographical  nsemo  - 
randa,  reprinted,  with  notes,  by  Mr.  Nichols,  in  ISIS.  — 
Wbioht. 

^  **  The  Turkish  Spy  "  was  pretended  to  bare  been  written 
originally  in  Arabic;  from  Arabic  translated  into  Italian, 
and  thence  into  English.  The  author  of  the  work,  which 
was  originally  written  in  Italian,  was  I.  P.  Marana.  a  Genoese, 
who  died  at  Paris  in  1693.  Duntoo  says,  that  **  Mr.  HiUiam 
Bradtkaw  received  f^om  Dr.  Midgeley  forty  shillings  a  sheet 
for  writing  part  of  the 'Turkish  Spy;'  but  I  do  not  find 
that  he  any  where  mentions  Saiilr  as  engaged  In  that  work." 
^Malqnb.  Ambre^'$  LeUer$^  i.  Stt.,  aaj  tha  first  volume 
was  1^  the  Italian,  the  rest  by  Bradshawt.  —  P.  Cvmhiiiq- 
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whom,  though  a  Whig,  he  hi^jhly  valued.  One 
of  the  best  things  he  ever  mid  was  to  tbi a  gen- 
tleman ;  who,  fcfore  he  set  ont  for  Ireland  aa 
secretary  to  Lord  Northington,  when  lord 
lieutenant,  expressed  to  the  s&g^  some  modest 
and  virtuous  doubts,  whether  ho  could  bring 
himself  to  practise  those  art»  whith  It  ia  sup- 
posed a  person  in  that  situation  baa  occoamn 
to  employ.  "  Don't  be  afraid,  Sir,"  said  John- 
son, with  a  pleasant  smile;  **you  will  soon 
make  a  very  pretty  rascaL"  ' 

He  talked  to-day  a  good  deal  of  the  wonder- 
ful extent  and  variety  of  London,  and  ob- 
served, that  men  of  curtoua  inquiry  might  fiee 
in  it  such  modes  of  life  as  very  few  could  even 
imagine.  He  in  particular  ret^otnu tended  to  wa 
to  explore  Wappingy  which  we  resolved  to  do.^ 

Mr.  Lowe,  the  painter,  who  was  with  hini, 
was  very  much  distressed  that  a  large  picture 
which  he  had  painted  was  refused  to  be 
received  into  the  Exhibition  of  the  Royal 
Academy.  Mrs.  Thrale  knew  Johnson's  chu- 
racter  so  superficially,  as  to  represent  him  as 
unwilling  to  do  small  actJi  of  benevolcncf^;  and 
mentions,  in  particular,  that  he  would  hordJj 
take  the  trouble  to  write  a  leiler  in  favour  of 
his  friends.  The  truth,  however,  is,  that  he 
was  remarkable,  in  an  extraordinary  depee, 
for  what  she  denies  to  him;  and,  above  all,  for 
this  very  sort  of  kindnes>^3t  writing  letters  for 
those  to  whom  his  solicitations  might  be  of 
service.  He  now  gave  Mr,  Lowe  the  tbJ lowing, 
of  which  I  was  diligent  enough,  with  hi^  per- 
mission, to  take  copies  at  the  next  coffee-house, 
while  Mr.  Windham  was  so  gfyod  a^  to  slay  by 
me. 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDa 

"Apr(M£.  LTSa. 

"Sim  —  Mr.  Lowe  cotisuters  him^-ielfaA  cutoff 
from  all  credit  and  all  hope  by  thi,'  rt^Jection  of  bii 
picture  from  the  Exhibition,  Upon  thig  work  he 
has  exhausted  all  his  ponr^ra,  aiid  suspended  all  bi^ 
expectations :  and,  certainly,  td  be  rt^'fuficd  an  op* 
porttmity  of  taking  the  opiiuon  of  tha  public,  h  m 
itself  a  very  great  hardship,  tt  li  to  be  candenincd 
without  a  trial. 

"If  you  could  procure  th«  rerocation  of  thia 
incapacitating  edict,  you  would  deliver  nn  unhappy 
man  from  great  affliction.  The  couucil  lim  somf* 
times  reversed  its  own  determinalioD ;  and  I  hope 
that,  by  your  interposition,  this  luckless  picture 
may  be  got  admitted.    I  aui,&CM   Sail,  Johmijok." 


!  I  Thi*  was  in  June,  1783,  and  t  UnA  la  3lf .  WftirUiim'f 
prlrate  diary  (which  it  seem*  rUK  cnnrenailon  inikifM  him 
to  Itpep)  the  following  memora^  > :  (Or.  Jtahnwrtt  wJrkc  ;  — 
"I  have  no  great  timidity  in  it  -.  s<,  n  diip^ktUiiiri,  anti  nm  no 
encourufier  or  it  in  others.  Nf.iT  l>e  afrtuSd  to  thtiik  yoMt- 
snlr  fit  for  any  thing  for  whiclk  yam  fiiendt  think  joy  Ht. 
You  win  beeomf  an  able  wgotitHsn-  -, a  rerf  pntfM  ra»vat. 
No  one  in  Ireland  wears  even  tlu-  mwlt  i>rificorruptiiftn  j  n« 
one  professes  to  do  for  sixpence  i\  h^t  hetAH  ^ftttfhtU\ng  tor 
doing.  Set  sail,  and  see  where  -Jf  wftidt  nnd  ih^wa^et  «IH 
carry  you.  Every  day  will  in^.  ^v*  atii»iih)?r.  Di^  aiem 
doeet,  by  observing  »t  night  wtii.*r*.  ycm  caifi)  in  the  day, 
and  by  ri'solving  to  fall  so  no  nujre,- 

Mr.  Windham ••  ^^*n  provi-«  what  t  hflieT*  thtf  world 
neviT  sutpected.  tliat  he  was  InypochamdiniKll  to  oa  ettra- 
ordinarr  degree  '•  ***  '**^!'  *5  **">*■.  craiy,  led  at  all  limes 
liable  to  strange  turns  of  mind.  His  hypiichoiulflaEkl  mawi- 
tion  he  used  to  caW  the  ¥eeU  an4  It  wmi  lli«  nsM  ■(  tali 
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JOHNSON  TO   BARRY. 

'*  Si  a,  —  Mr.  Lotre'K  excluaion  from  th< 
tion  gives  him  mom  trouble  thsn  you  atid  \ 
gentlemen  of  the  council  trould  ini«giiu«  d 
He  considi'rs  disgrajt^  and  ruin  as  the  l! 
consiJ?c]ui§iic«  of  your  detenninatiofi. 

"  H^  fcays,  that  some  pieturea  have  beeo 
afker  rl^jec^iD^  ;  and  if  there  be  any  «udh  pi 
1  cnrncstlv  entreat  that  you  will  use  your 
in  hi«  favour.  Of  his  vork  I  can  say  Da 
|ireu!nd  not  to  judgir  of  painting,  mad  tiba 
I  nev{?r  saw  ;  but  I  coDceive  it  eictreniel] 
^hut  out  any  man  from  the  possibility  of 
and  thert^fore  I  repeat  my  request  that 
propmd'  the  re.conaiiileraiion  of  Mr.  Low< 
and  if  there  be  any  amotig  the  council  wi| 
TDy  name  can  have  any  weight,  bis  pleaiscd 
municatc  tc»  them  the  desire  of.  Sir,  your,  i 
"Sam,  Johj 

Buch  intcr(*efliiian  was  too  powerfu 
resi^ttd;  and  Mr.  Lowe*a  peHbrmon 
uflmittel  at  8«mersef  Place.  'The  sub. 
£  recollect,  was  the  Deluge,  at  that  p 
iimt!  wheti  tbe  writer  ^as  verging  to  tin 
the  last  uncoTered  inoiintain.  Jfear 
lipot  wiks  seen  the  I  aft  of  the  antediluru 
uxdu^ive  of  those  who  were  ^ive>ii  in  1 
of  Koah.  This  was  one  of  tLose  giant 
tliB  inhabitants  of  the  cartb,  who  h 
strength  to  swJm,  iMid  with  od*»  of  hii 
hdd  aloft  his  child.  Upon  the  small  r«i 
dry  ?jK>t  nppeared  a  famished  1  ion,  ready  £i 
at  the  child  nnd  devour  it.  Mr. Lowe 
that  Johnson  said  to  hitn,  "  Sir,  jour 
is  nobltj  and  probable,**  **-  A  gwb\ 
indeed,"  said  Sir.  Lowe,  **  from  a  mi 
eamiol  lie,  and  cnimot  be  mtstaJten.*^^ 

About  this  time  he  wrote  to  Mr 
Porter  mentioning  his  bad  hejdth,  and 
intended  a  Tisit  to  Lichfield-  '*  It  w 
he,  "  with  no  great  expectAtion  of  jiiiie 
thwt  I  make  every  yeajr  a  journej  ii 
country ;  but  it  \e  pleasant  to  visit  tho& 
kindness  has  hwji  ofteo  experieneed." 

On  April  18.  (being  Good  Friday), 
him  at  trreiikfast,  in  bi:^  ui^uaj  maane 
that  day,  drinking  tea  without  milk,  an< 
a  cross  bun  to  prevent  faiatness ;  we 
St.  Clement's  church,  as  formerly,  W 
eamc  home  from  church,  he  placed  hui 
one  of  the  stone  B«:ats  at  hia  gai^eu  do 


miHrnRticti  pf  the  offl«  «>'  Secrrt*ty  in  ttrl^nd. 
feptni  to  haire  hern  IjMt  n  raolittt  or  Ihtq,  1  ftQnno«> 
Chat  u  Mt.  Windham  Mvinrpd  in  jf-u-r  tbS 
Alutetl.  I.  who  fc.np*  him  nniy  in  \^xvt  him  n 
«;l?«l  to;  tb  ln«  d  r  It .  —  <r:ti  OK  ftk ,  1147 , 

»  We  wrc<«rdlnpl)r  carried  our  tchemcr  into  v%je> 
October.  IKiaj  but  wUrthtr  from  th*t  iinifonnUr 
In  (HiSHkni  Clmt**,  \i\  a  ^tetk  ilrgrr«,  tfifffail  tbtti 
jwn  of  the  ntftmpolU,  of  from  aur  watii  of  «uSe 
lldB,  »a  w«r«  dltjippotnC«J:._  Bonr^i.L.  ^^^ 

•  N*rtJicotj|'  fjiyt  the  I'k.FCtutl^^  «#    »ui*  _:_* 

m^AM  from  the  AcidiiWy  i?  ItU  l^!^  ^^^l 
Nmtbc«eMri.    lie  certain  I*  «1..L'     '  ihroiigTi  (! 

itiU-rfawM,  to  otAMXn  adtnU^^ri^   f<?co«w  lo 

*^wedledtnl7«._ 
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many  clergymen.  Johhson.  "  I  hope  not." 
Walkbh.  *^  I  have  taught  only  one,  and  he 
is  tlic  best  reader  I  ever  heard ;  not  by  my 
teaching,  but  by  his  own  natural  talents.' 
Johnson.  "  Were  he  the  best  reader  in  the 
world,  I  would  not  have  it  told  that  he  was 
taught.  **  Here  was  one  of  his  peculiar 
prejudices.  Could  it  be  any  disadvantage 
to  the  clergyman  to  have  it  known  that  he 
was  taught  an  easy  and  graceful  delivery? 
BoswELL.  "  Will  you  not  allow,  Sir,  that  a 
man  may  be  taught  to  read  well  ?"  Johnson. 
"Why,  Sir,  bo  for  as  to  read  better  than  he 
might  do  without  being  taught,  yes.  For- 
merly it  was  supposed  that  there  was  no  dif- 
ference in  readmg,  but  that  one  read  as  well 
as  another."  Boswell.  "  It  is  wonderful  to 
see  old  Sheridnn  as  enthusiastic  about  oratory 
as  ever."'  Walker.  "His  enthusiasm  as  to 
what  oratory  will  do,  may  be  too  great :  but  he 
reads  well."  Johnson.  "  He  reads  well,  but 
he  reads  low ;  and  you  know  it  b  much  easier 
to  read  low  than  to  read  high ;  for  when  you 
read  high,  you  are  much  more  limited,  your 
loudest  note  can  be  but  one,  and  so  the  variety 
is  less  in  proportion  to  the  loudness.  Now 
some  people  have  occasion  to  speak  to  an  ex- 
tensive audience,  and  must  speak  loud  to  be 
heard."  Walker.  "  The  art  is  to  read  strong, 
though  low." 

Talking  of  the  origin  of  language: — John- 
son. "  It  must  have  come  by  inspiration.  A 
thousand,  nay  a  million  of  children  could  not 
invent  a  language.  While  the  organs  are 
pliable,  there  is  not  understanding  enough  to 
form  a  language ;  by  the  time  that  there  is  un- 
derstanding enough,  the  organs  are  become  stiff. 
We  know  that  after  a  certain  age  we  cannot 
learn  to  pronounce  a  new  language.  No  fo- 
reigner, who  comes  to  England  when  advanced 
in  Bfe,  ever  pronounces  English  tolerably  well ; 
at  least  such  instances  are  very  rare.  When  I 
maintain  that  language  must  have  come  b^  in- 
spiration, I  do  not  mean  that  inspiration  is  re- 
quired for  rhetoric,  and  all  the  beauties  of 
language ;  for  when  once  man  has  language,  we 
can  conceive  that  he  may  gradually  form  moilifi- 
cations  of  it.  I  mean  only  that  inspiration  seems 
to  me  to  be  necessary  to  give  man  the  faculty 
of  t{{)ecch ;  to  inform  hiiu  that  he  may  have 
speech  ;  which  I  think  he  could  no  more  find 
out  without  inspiration,  than  cows  or  hogs 
would  think  of  such  a  faculty."  Walker. 
"  Do  you  think.  Sir,  that  there  are  any  perfect 
synonymes  in  any  language?"  Johnson. 
"  Originally  there  were  not ;  but  by  using 
words  negligently,  or  in  poetry,  one  word 
conies  to  be  confounded  with  another." 

He  talked  of  Dr.  Dodd.  "  A  friend  of  mine," 


>  "  Mr.  Sheridan,  thn  father,  Is  quite  an  entbusiaat  in 
recommending  tothesroutb  of  the  nation  the  study  of  oratory. 
According  to  him  it  li  the  one  thing  n««drui,  the  talvattoQ  of 
thp  nation,  at  every  thing  laudable  and  great  depend*  upon 
Itr-Kiuu',  Wint.  Even.  II.  271.  -  Crokbh.  IM7. 

s  I  have  been  told  that  the  lady  was  Dr.  Dodd't  relict ;  but 
if  this  were  so.  Dr.  Johnson  could  not  have  been  aware  of  it. 


said  he,  "  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  a  I 
wished  to  have  Dr.  Dodd's  picture  in  a  li 
let,  and  asked  me  for  a  motto.  I  si 
could  think  of  no  better  than  Cwrrat  Lt 
was  very  willing  to  have  him  pardoned,  tl 
to  have  the  sentence  changed  to  truist 
tion ;  but,  when  he  was  once  hanged,  Idi 
wish  he  should  be  made  a  saint." 

Mrs.  Bumey,  wife  of  his  friend.  Dr.  Bu 
came  in,  and  he  seemed  to  be  entertained 
her  conversation. 

Garrick's  funeral  was  talked  of  as  ezt 
gantly  expensive.  Johnson,  from  his  di^ 
exaggeration,  would  not  allow  that  it  wai 
tinguished  by  an  extraordinarr  pomp.  **^ 
there  not  six  horses  to  each  coach?" 
Mrs.  Bumey.  Johnson.  '*  Madam,  there 
no  more  six  horses  than  six  phoenixes.**' 

Mrs.  Burney  wondered  that  some 
beautiful  new  buildings  should  be  en 
in  Moorfields,  in  so  shocking  a  situatic 
between  Bedlam  and  St.  Luke*s  Hosf 
and  said  she  could  not  live  there.  Johq 
"  Nay,  Madam,  you  see  nothing  there  to 
you.  You  no  more  think  of  madnes 
having  windows  that  look  to  Bedlam,  than 
think  of  death  by  having  windows  that 
to  a  churchyard."  Mrs.  Buknbt.  •*  We 
look  to  a  churchyard,  Sir ;  for  it  is  right 
we  should  be  kept  in  mind  of  death.**  Johi 
"  Nay,  Madam,  if  you  go  to  that,  it  is  ; 
that  we  should  be  kept  in  mind  of  mad 
which  is  occasioned  by  too  much  indulgen 
imagination.  1  think  a  verj  moral  use  mi 
made  of  these  new  building ;  I  would 
those  who  have  heated  imaginations  live  t 
and  take  warning."  Mas.  Bdrmst.  ** 
Sir,  many  of  the  poor  people  that  are 
have  become  so  from  disease,  or  from  dist 
ing  events.  It  is,  therefore,  not  their  i 
but  their  misfortune ;  and,  therefore.,  to  t 
of  them  is  a  melancholy  consideration.*' 

Time  passed  on  in  conversation  till  it 
too  late  for  the  service  of  the  church  at  1 
o'clock.  I  took  a  walk,  and  lefY  him  aloiu 
some  time ;  then  returned,  and  we  had  c 
and  conversation  again  by  ourselves. 

I  stated  the  character  of  a  noble  fria 
mine  as  a  curious  case  for  his  opinion' 
"  He  is  the  most  inexplicable  man  to  me  tl 
ever  knew.  Can  you  explain  him.  Sir  P 
is,  I  really  believe,  noble-minded,  genei 
and  princely.  But  his  most  intimate  fri 
may  be  separated  from  him  for  years,  will 
his  ever  asking  a  question  concerning  tl 
He  will  meet  them  with  a  formality,  a  c 
ness,  a  stately  indifference;  but  when  i 
come  close  to  him,  and  fairly  engage  hii 
conversation,  they  find  him  as  easy,  pleat 


for  however  he  might  diwpprove  of  her  wearin*  his  vii 
he  would  hardly  hnvc  afflict*^  her  with  cuch  an  *■» 
See  mui,  p.  M4.  n.  2.  —  Caonia.  INA. 

'  There  certainly  wore,  and  Johnson  hlmiclf  went  b 
of  the  coaches  and  six.  —  Cboku. 

4  Probably  Lord  MounUtuart.  aft«r«ai^  fin*  Umm 
Bute.  -  Croku.  ""^ 
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and  kind  as  they  could  wbh.  One  then  sup- 
poses that  what  is  so  agreeable  will  soon  be 
renewed ;  but  staj  away  from  him  for  half  a 
year,  and  he  will  neither  call  on  you,  nor  send 
to  inquire  about  you."  Johkson.  "Why, 
Sir,  I  cannot  ascertain  his  character  exactly, 
as  I  do  not  know  him ;  but  I  should  not  like 
to  have  such  a  man  for  my  friend.  He  may 
lore  study,  and  wish  not  to  be  interrupted  by 
his  friends :  Amid  fares  temporU.  He  may 
be  a  frivolous  man,  and  be  so  much  occupied 
with  petty  pursuits  that  he  may  not  want 
friends.  Or  he  may  have  a  notion  that  there 
is  dignity  in  appearing  indifferent,  while  he  in 
fact  may  not  be  more  indifferent  at  his  heart 
than  another." 

We  went  to  evening  prayers  at  St  Clement's, 
at  seven,  and  then  parted.^ 

JOHNSON  TO  JOSEPH  FOWKE.« 

"  April  19.  1783. 

**  Dkae  Sik,  —  To  show  you  that  neither  length 
of  time,  nor  distance  of  place,  withdraws  you  from 
my  memory,  I  have  sent  you  a  little  present*,  which 
will  be  transmitted  by  Sir  Robert  Chambers. 

**  To  your  former  letters  I  made  no  answer,  be- 
cause I  had  none  to  make.  Of  the  death  of  the 
unfortunate  man  (meaning  Nundcomar)  1  believe 
Europe  thinks  as  you  think ;  but  it  was  past  pre- 
vention ;  and  it  was  not  fit  for  me  to  move  a  ques- 
tion in  public  which  I  was  not  qualified  to  db. 
CUM,  as  the  inquiry  could  then  do  no  good ;  and  I 
might  have  been  silenced  by  a  hardy  denial  of  facts, 
which,  if  denied,  I  could  not  prove. 


I  Tbe  reader  will  recollect,  that  In  the  year  1775.  when  Dr. 
JohDMKi  vUlted  Frimce.  he  was  kindly  enterUinad  by  tbe 
EnglUh  Benedictine raonkt  at  PaHi  (tee  on/^,  p.  464.)  One  of 
that  body,  the  Rer.  James  Compton.  in  tbe  course  of  soma 
coDTersalloo  with  him  at  that  time,  asked  him.  if  any  of  them 
should  become  conrerts  to  the  protestant  faith,  and  should 
Tislt  England,  whether  they  might  hope  for  a  friendly  recep- 
tion  from  him  :  to  which  he  warmly  rrplird, "  that  he  should 
receive  surh  a  convert  most  cordially."  In  consequence  of 
thia  conversation,  Mr.  Compton,  a  few  years  afterwards,  hav- 
ing some  doiit>tA  concerning  the  religion  in  which  he  had  been 
|>red.  was  inducrd.  by  reading  the  I  lOth  Number  of  "  The 
Rambler "  (on  REPB?(TANca).  to  consider  the  subject  more 
de<*ply  ;  and  the  result  of  his  inquiries  was,  a  determinatioD 
Cn  become  a  protestant.  With  this  view,  in  the  summer  of 
17S4,  he  returned  to  his  native  country,  from  whence  he  had 
iMen  absent  from  his  sixth  to  his  thirty-fifth  year  ;  and  on  his 
aurlval  in  I<oudon,  very  scantily  provided  with  the  mi>ans  of 
•alMistence.  he  immed'lately  repaired  to  Bolt  Court,  to  visit 
l>r.  Johnson ;  and  having  informeti  him  of  his  desire  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Church  of  England,  for  this  purpose 
•olidted  his  aid  to  procure  for  him  an  Introduction  to  the 
Bishop  of  Ix>ndon,  Dr.  Lowth.  At  the  time  of  his  first  visit, 
Johnson  was  so  much  indisposed,  that  he  could  allow  him 
only  a  short  conversation  of^a  few  minutes ;  tnit  he  demlred 
bim  to  call  again  in  the  course  of  the  following  week.  When 
Mr.  (^mptun  visited  him  a  S(<coud  time,  he  was  perfectly 
rwcovered  from  bis  indisposition ;  received  him  with  the 
tltin«Mt  cordiality  ;  and  not  only  undertook  the  management 
of  the  business  in  which  his  friendly  interposition  had  l)een 
requested,  but  with  great  kindness  exerted  him»elf  in  this 
gentleman's  favour,  with  a  view  to  his  future  subsistence, 
and  immediately  supplied  him  with  the  means  of  present 

rinding  that  the  proposed  introduction  to  the  Bishon  of 
Loridon  had  from  some  arcidental  ciuses  been  deferred,  lest 
Mr.  Compton,  «  ho  tlien  lodged  at  Highgate.  should  suppose 
Wmself  neglected,  he  wrote  him  the  following  note :  — 

"  October  6. 1781 
**  Sia.  —  I  have  directed  Dr.  Vyse's  letter  to  be  sent  to  you, 
that  you  may  know  the  situation  of  your  business.  Delays 
•r*  ioddent  to  all  aflkirs ;  but  there  appears  nothing  In  your 
CBsa  of  either  tuperciiiousness  or  neglect.  Dr.  Vyse  seems 
to  wWi  you  well.  lam.ftc.  Sam.  JoaMioN." 


**  Since  we  parted,  I  have  suffered  much  sickness 
of  body  and  perturbation  of  mind.  My  mind,  if  I 
do  not  flatter  myself,  is  unimpaired,  except  that 
sometimes  my  memory  is  less  ready ;  but  my  body, 
though  by  nature  very  strong,  has  given  way  to 
repeated  shocks. 

*'  Genua  labant,  vatios  qwUit  ager  anhditu$  artu*.* 
This  line  might  have  been  written  on  purpose  for 
me.  You  will  see,  however,  that  I  have  not  totally 
forsaken  literature.  I  can  apply  better  to  books 
than  I  could  in  some  more  vigorous  parts  of  ray 
life  —  at  least  than  I  did;  and  I  have  one  more 
reason  for  reading  —  that  time  has,  by  uking  away 
my  companions,  left  me  less  opportunity  of  con- 
versation. I  have  led  an  inactive  and  careless  life; 
it  is  time  at  last  to  be  diligent :  there  ia  yet  pro- 
vision to  be  made  for  eternity. 

'*  Let  me  know,  dear  Sir,  what  you  are  doing. 
Are  you  accumulating  gold,  or  picking  up  dia- 
monds ?  Or  are  you  now  sated  with  Indian  wealth, 
and  content  with  what  you  have?  Have  you 
vigour  for  bustle,  or  tranquillity  for  inaction? 
Whatever  you  do,  I  do  not  suspect  you  of  pillaging 
or  oppressing ;  and  shall  rejoice  to  see  you  return 
with  a  body  unbroken,  and  a  mind  uncorrupted. 

**  You  and  I  had  hardly  any  common  friends, 
and  therefore  I  have  few  anecdotes  to  relate  to  you. 
Mr.  Levctt,  who  brought  lu  into  acquaintance,  died 
suddenly  at  my  house  last  year,  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year,  or  about  that  age.  Mrs.  Williams,  the 
blind  lady,  is  still  with  me,  but  much  broken  by 
a  very  wearisome  and  obstinate  disease.  She  is, 
however,  not  likely  to  die;  and  it  would  delight 
me  if  you  would  send  her  some  pef<y  token  of  your 
remembrance.     You  may  send  me  one  too. 

"  Whether   we  shall  ever  meet   again   in   this 


Mr.  Compton  havlug,  by  Johnson's  advice,  quitted  High- 
gate,  and  settled  in  London,  had  now  more  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  visiting  his  friend,  and  profiting  by  his  conversation 
and  advice.  Still,  however,  bis  means  of  subsistence  being 
very  scanty,  Dr.  Johnson  kindly  promised  to  aflTurd  him  a 
decent  maintenance,  until  by  his  own  exertions  be  should  be 
able  to  obuin  a  livelihood ;  which  benevolent  offer  he  ac- 
cepted, and  lived  entirely  at  Johnson's  expense  till  the  end  of 
January,  1783:  in  which  month,  havina  previously  been 
Introduced  to  Bishop  Lowth,  he  wax  received  into  our  com- 
munion In  St.  James's  parith  church.  In  the  following 
April,  tbe  place  of  under.master  of  St.  Paul's  school  having 
become  vacant,  his  friendly  nrotector  did  him  a  more  essen. 
tial  service,  by  writing  the  following  letter  in  his  favour,  to 
the  Mercers'  Company,  in  whom  the  appointment  of  the 
under-master  Lay :  — 

"  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street,  April  19.  1783. 
"  Gbntlrmsn,  -  At  the  request  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  James 
Compton.  who  now  solicits  )our  votes  to  be  elected  under- 
master  of  St.  Paul's  school,  I  testify  with  great  sincerity, 
that  he  Is,  In  my  opinion,  a  man  of  abilities  sufficient,  and 
more  than  sufficient,  for  the  duties  of  the  office  for  which  he 
is  a  candidate.     I  am,  &c.,  S4M.  JoRisioit. 

Though  this  testimony  in  Mr.  Compton's  favour  was  not 
attended  with  immediate  success,  yet  Johnson's  kindness  was 
not  without  ettrcX. ;  for  his  letter  procured  Mr.  Compton  so 
many  well- wishers  in  the  respectable  company  of  mercers, 
that  be  was  honoured,  by  the  favour  of  several  of  iu  mem- 
bers, with  more  applications  to  teach  Latin  and  French  than 
he  could  find  time  to  attend  to.  In  1796,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gil. 
bert.  one  of  his  majesty's  French  chaplains,  having  accef«ted 
a  living  in  Gurmsey,  nominated  Mr.  Compton  as  bis  substi- 
tute at  the  French  cnapel  of  St.  James's  ;  which  appohument, 
in  April.  1811.  he  relinquished  for  a  better  in  tne  French 
chapel  ai  Betbnal  f  :recn.  By  the  favour  of  Dr.  Porteus,  the 
late  excellent  Bishop  nf  lA>ndoii,  he  was  also  appointed,  in 
iso-i,  chaplain  of  the  Dutch  chapel  at  St.  James's  ;  a  station 
which  be  sUll  holds.  —  Mai.onk. 

«  See  am*?,  p.  800.  n.  3.  —  C. 

s  A  collection  of  the  Doctor's  Works.  —  Nicbols. 

*  "  For  each  vast  limb  move*  stUTand  slow  flroro  age, 
And  thick  short  pantings  shake  the  lab'ringsage.'^ 

.£nehlv.43a.    Fm C. 
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world*  who  can  tell  ?  Let  us,  however,  wish  well 
to  each  other :  prayers  can  pass  the  Line  and  the 
Tropics.     I  am,  dear  l^r,  yours  sincerely,  . 

'*  Sam.  Johnson." 


CHAPTER  LXXVL 

1783. 

Population  of  London.  —  Natural  Affection.  —  Self- 
defence.  —  Duelling.  — Corpulency,  —  Government 
of  India.  —  Reviewer*.  —  Horace.  —  Sicknetn.  — 
Liberty  of  Teaching.  — "  Alias." —  Virgil — Cant. 

— Hotpitality. — Miss  Burney Barry's  Pictures. 

Baxter's  Works.  —  Devotion.  —  Johnson  attacked 
with  a  Stroke  of  the  Palsy.  —  Recovery.  —  Visit  to 
Langton  at  Rochester. 

On  Sunday,  April  20.,  being  Easter-day,  after 
attending  solemn  service  at  St.  Paul's,  I  came 
to  Dr.  Johnson,  and  found  Mr.  Lowe,  the 
painter,  sitting  with  him.  Mr.  Lowe  men- 
tioned the  great  number  of  new  buildings  of 
late  in  London,  yet  that  Dr.  Johnson  had 
observed,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  was 
not  increased.'  Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  the 
bills  of  mortality  prove  that  no  more  people 
die  now  than  formerly ;  so  it  is  plain  no  more 
live.  The  register  of  births  proves  nothing, 
for  not  one-tenth  of  the  people  of  London  are 
born  there."  Boswell.  "I  believe.  Sir,  a 
great  many  of  the  children  born  in  Lon- 
don, die  early."  Johnson.  "  Why,  yes,  Sir." 
BoswELL.  "But  those  who  do  live  are  as 
stout  and  strong  people  as  any.  Dr.  Price 
says,  they  must  be  naturally  strong  to  get 
through."  Johnson.  "That  is  system,  Sir. 
A  great  traveller  observes,  that  it  is  said 
there  are  no  weak  or  deformed  people  among 
the  Indians;  but  he,  with  much  sagacity, 
assigns  the  reason  of  this,  which  is,  that  the 
hardship  of  their  life  as  hunters  and  fishers 
does  not  allow  weak  or  diseased  children  to 
grow  up.  Now,  had  I  been  an  Indian,  I  must 
have  died  early;  my  eyes  would  not  liave 
served  me  to  get  food.  I,  indeed,  now  could 
fish,  give  me  English  tackle  ;  but  had  I  been 
an  Indian,  I  must  have  starved,' or  they  would 
have  knocked  me  on  the  head,  when  they  saw 
I  could  do  nothing."  Boswell.  "Perhaps, 
they  would  have  taken  care  of  you ;  we  are 
told  they  are  fond  of  oratory,  —  you  would 
have  talked  to  them."    Johnson.  "  Nay,  Sir,  I 


>  The  a'ty  wai  hardljr  capable  of  increace ;  but,  in  fact,  the 
population  of  the  a'ty  hiu  rupiii\y  diminitked  bj  the  migrAtioD 
of  thp  cltisenn  to  the  •uburbt.  and  the  conrertion  of  lo  many 
dwelliDfr  houiet  into  counting  and  warehoufCt:  the  pojiula- 
tion  ofthe  city,  in  1X01,  was  about  130,000.  and,  in  IMI,  only 
83,000.  — Crokek.  IS47. 

'  Thit  remarkable  duel  vat  foufrht  on  Mondarthe  31  at  of 
April,  1783,  between  Mr.  Cunningham,  of  the  Scots  Orers, 
wounded,  and  Mr.  Riddell.  of  the  Life  Guards,  killed.  See 
Gent.  Mag.  1783.  p.S62.  —  Crokki. 

>  I  thina  it  necoksarr  to  caution  mjr  rotden  against  con- 
cluding that,  in  this  or  any  other  conrersatinn  of  Dr.  Johnson, 


should  not  have  lived  long  enough  to 
talk;  I  should  have  been  dead  befoi 
ten  years  old.  Dep>end  upon  it.  Sir,  a 
when  he  is  hun^y,  will  not  carry  ab 
him  a  looby  of  nme  years  old,  who  can 
himself.  'They  have  no  affection,  Sir. 
WELL.  "  I  believe  natural  affection,  c 
we  hear  so  much,  is  very  small.**  J 
"Sir,  natural  affection  is  nothing :  b 
tion  from  principle  and  established 
sometimes  wonderfully  strong."  Loi 
hen.  Sir,  will  feed  her  chickens  in  pr 
to  herself."  Johnson.  **  But  we  don 
that  the  hen  is  hungry ;  let  the  hen  1 
hungry,  and  I  '11  warrant  she  *11  peck 
herself.  A  cock,  1  believe,  will  feed  I 
stead  of  himself:  but  we  don*t  know 
cock  is  hungry."  Boswsljl.  '*  And  t 
is  not  from  aCfection,  but  gallantry.  JE 
of  the  Indians  have  affection,"  J 
"  Sir,  that  they  help  some  of  their  chi 
plain ;  for  some  of  them  live,  which  th< 
not  do  without  being  helped.** 

I  dined  with  him ;  the  company  wi 
Williams,  Mrs.  Dcsmoulins,  and  Mr 
He  seemed  not  to  be  well,  talked  litt 
drowsy  soon  after  dinner,  and  retire< 
which  I  went  away. 

Having  next  day  gone  to  Mr.  Bur] 
in  the  country,  from  whence  I  was  rec 
an  express,  that  a  near  relation  of  n 
killed  his  antagonist  in  a  duel,  and  w 
self  dangerously  wounded  *,  I  saw  litt) 
Johnson  till  Monday,  April  28.,  when 
a  considerable  part  of  the  day  with  I 
introduced  the  sul^ect  which  then  chiel 
pied  my  mind.  iJohnson.  '*  [  do  not 
that  fighting  is  absolutely  forbidden  in  S< 
I  see  revenge  forbidden,  but  not  self-ii 
Boswell.  "The  Quakers  say  it  is. 
him  that  smiteth  thee  on  one  cheek,  c 
also  the  other.* "  Johnson.  "  But  si 
the  text  is  meant  only  to  have  the 
moderatino:  passion  ;  it  is  plain  that  w< 
to  take  it  m  a  literal  sense.  We  see  t 
the  context,  where  there  ore  other  recc 
ations ;  which,  I  warrant  you,  the  quj 
not  take  literally ;  as  for  instance,  *  F 
that  would  borrow  of  thee  turn  thou  n 
Let  a  man  whose  credit  is  bad  come  1 
ker,  and  say,  *  Well,  Sir,  lend  me  a 
pounds ; '  he  '11  find  him  as  unwilUn 
other  man.  No,  Sir;  a  man  may  s 
man  who  invades  his  character,  as  he  n 
him  who  attempts  to  break  into  hi: 


thejr  have  his  serious  and  deliberate  opinion  o 
Ject  of  duelling.  In  my  Journal  of  ■  I'our  to  tin 
ante,  387.,  it  appears  that  he  made  this  frank 
"Mobod7, at  times,  talks  more  laxly  than  t  do-' 
p.  842. :  "  He  fairly  owned  he  could  not  exi^ 
tionalityof  duelling."  We  may  therefore  infer  tl 
not  think  that  justTflable,  which  seems  so  hicani 
the  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  At  the  same  time,  it  oi 
fessed,  that,  from  the  prevalent  notioos  of  honov 
man  who  receives  a  challenge  is  reduced  to 
alternative.  A  remarkable  instance  of  this  i«  fur 
clause  in  the  will  of  the  late  Colonel  Thiniias  of  I 


^T.  74. 
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So,  in  1745,  my  friend,  Tom  Cunmiing,  the 
quakcr  [p.  343.],  said  he  would  not  fight,  but 
he  would  drive  an  ammunition  cart :  and  we 
know  that  the  quakers  have  sent  flannel  waist- 
coats to  our  soldiers,  to  enable  them  to  fight 
better."  Bosweix.  "When  a  man  b  the 
ag^ssor,  and  by  ill  usage  forces  on  a  duel  in 
which  he  is  killed,  have  we  not  little  ground  to 
hope  that  he  is  gone  to  a  state  of  happiness  ?  " 
JoHirsoN.  "  Sir,  we  are  not  to  judge  deter- 
minately  of  the  state  in  which  a  man  leaves  this 
life.  He  may  in  a  moment  have  repented 
effectually,  and  it  is  possible  may  have  been 
accepted  of  God.  There  is  in  *  Camdeu*s  He- 
mains*  an  epitaph  upon  a  very  wicked  man, 
who  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  in 
which  he  is  supposed  to  say, 

*  Between  the  stirrup  and  the  ground, 
I  mercy  ask'd,  I  mercy  found.'  "  ' 

BoswELL.  "  Is  not  the  expression  in  the  burial- 
service  —  *  in  the  sure  and  certain  hope  of  a 
blessed  resurrection'  *  — too  strong  to  be  used 
indiscriminately,  and,  indeed,  sometimes  when 
those  over  whose  bodies  it  is  said  have  been 
notoriously  profane  ?  "  Johhson.  *'  It  is  sure 
and  certain  hope^  Sir,  not  helUtf. "  1  did  not 
insist  further ;  but  cannot  help  thinking  that 
less  positive  words  would  be  more  proper. ' 

Talking  of  a  man  who  was  grown  very  fat, 
so  as  to  be  incommoded  with  corpulency,  he 
said,  "  He  eats  too  much,  Sir."  Boswell.  "  I 
don't  know.  Sir;  you  will  see  one  man  fat, 
who  cats  moderately,  and  another  lean,  who 
eats  a  great  deal."  Johnson.  "Nay,  Sir, 
whatever  maybe  the  quantity  that  a  man  cats, 
it  is  plain  that  if  he  is  too  fat,  he  has  eaten 
more  than  he  should  have  done.  One  man 
may  have  a  digestion  that  consumes  food  bet- 
ter than  common ;  but  it  is  certain  that  solidity 
is  increased  by  putting  something  to  it."  Bos- 
well. "  But  may  not  solids  swell  and  be 
distended  ?  "  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  they  may 
swell  and  be  distended ;  but  that  is  not  fat." 

We  talked  of  the  accusation  against  a  gen- 
tleman *  for  supposed  delinquencies  in  India. 


written  the  night  brfors  he  fell  in  a  duel.  September  3. 17(0: 
'*  In  the  first  place.  1  commit  my  toul  to  Almlglity  God,  in 
hopes  of  his  mi*rc]r  and  pardon  fur  the  Irreligious  siep  I  now 
(ill  compliance  with  the  unwarrantable  customs  of  this 
wicked  world)  put  mjrsflf  uuder  the  necessity  of  uking." — 
_BoRWELL.  Colonel  Thomas  was  shot  in  a  duel  bv  Colonel 
Cosmo  Gordon.    See  Gent.  Mag.  1783.  p.  801 .  —  Wright. 

I  In  repeating  this  epitaph,  Johnson  improTed  it.  The 
original  runs  thus  :  — 

'*  Brtvixt  the  stirrup  and  the  ground, 
Mercy  1  ask'd,  mercy  I  found."  —  IIalonc. 

*  Mr.  Boswell,  quoting  from  memory,  has  interpolated  the 
word  "  blessed."  The  words  of  the  Liturgy  are,  **  In  sure 
and  certain  ho|ie  of  the  resurrection,"  &c.  &c.  L'Bstrange, 
In  his  "  Alliance  of  Dirine  Offices,"  p.  302.,  obserTes.  "  These 
words  import  the  faith  of  the  congregation  then  present  In 
tlie  article  of  the  resurrection.  The  plural, '  our  rile  bodies,' 
•xcludet  the  restraint  to  a  singular  number."  The  reformed 
liturgies  have  uniformly  employed  the  same  caatious  laii- 
gluMgfi.  In  one  of  the  prarers  used  in  the  burial  service,  in 
the  first  iMMik  of  Edward  VI.,  the  following  passage  occurs  : 
**  We  give  thee  hearty  thanks  for  this   thy  servant,  whom 


JonifsoN.  "  What  foundation  there  is  for  accu- 
sation I  know  not,  but  they  will  not  get  at 
him.  Where  bad  actions  are  committed  at  so 
great  a  distance,  a  delinquent  can  obscure  the 
evidence  till  the  scent  becomes  cold ;  there  is 
a  cloud  between,  which  cannot  be  penetrated ; 
therefore  all  distant  power  is  bad.  1  am  clear 
that  the  best  plan  for  the  government  of  India 
is  a  despotic  governor ;  lor  if  he  be  a  good 
man,  it  is  evidently  the  best  government ;  and 
supposing  him  to  be  a  bad  man,  it  is  better  to 
have  one  plunderer  than  many.  A  governor 
whose  power  is  checked  lets  others  plunder, 
that  he  himself  may  be  allowed  to  plunder ; 
but  if  despotic,  he  sees  that  the  more  he  lets 
others  plunder,  the  less  there  will  be  for  him- 
self, so  he  restrains  them;  and  though  he 
himself  plunders,  the  country  is  a  gainer,  com- 
pared with  being  plundered  by  numbers." 

I  mentioned  the  very  liberu  payment  which 
had  been  received  for  reviewing ;  and  as  evi- 
dence of  this,  that  it  had  been  proved  in  a 
trial,  that  Dr.  Shebbeare  had  received  six 
guineas  a  sheet  for  that  kind  of  literary  labour. 
Johnson.  *^  Sir,  he  might  get  six  guineas  for 
a  particular  sheet,  but  not  commmiihus  sheet- 
ibus^  Boswell.  '*  Pray,  Sir,  by  a  sheet  of 
review,  is  it  meant  that  it  shall  be  all  of  the 
writer's  own  composition?  or  are  extracts, 
made  from  the  book  reviewed,  deducted  ?  " 
Johnson.  "  No,  Sir ;  it  is  a  sheet,  no  matter  of 
what."  Boswell.  **  I  think  that  is  not  reason- 
able." Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir,  it  is.  A  man  will 
more  easily  write  a  sheet  all  his  own,  than  read 
an  octavo  volume  to  get  extracts."  To  one  of 
Johnson's  wonderful  fertility  of  mind,  I  believe 
writing  was  really  easier  than  reading  and 
extracting  ;  but  with  ordinary  men  the  case  is 
very  different  A  great  deal,  indeed,  will  de- 
pend upon  the  care  and  judgment  with  which 
extracts  are  made.  I  can  suppose  the  opera- 
tion to  be  tedious  and  difficuit ;  but  in  many 
instances  we  must  observe  crude  morsels  cut 
out  of  books  as  if  at  random  ;  and  when  a  large 
extract  is  made  from  one  place,  it  surely  may 
be  done  with  very  little  trouble.     One,  how- 


thou  hast  delivered,  Ac.  kc.    And,  as  we  trust,  hast  brought 
his  soul  into  sure  consolation  of  re«t."  —  Markland. 

"i  Upon  this  objection,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  Churton,  fellow 
of  Brazeiinose  College,  Oxford,  has  favoured  me  with  the 
following  satisfactory  observation :  — 

*'  The  passage  in  the  burial  service  does  not  mean  the 
resurrection  of  ihe  person  interred,  but  the  general  resur- 
rection ;  it  is  in  sure  and  cerum  hope  of  the  resurrection  ; 
not  Aw  resurrection.  \%'here  the  deceased  is  really  spoken  of, 
the  expression  is  very  different, —  *  as  our  hope  is  this  our 
brother  doth'  [rest  in  Christ] ;  a  mode  of  s|>eech  consistent 
with  every  thing  but  absolute  certainty  that  the  person  da- 
parted  doth  not  rest  in  Christ,  which  no  one  can  be  assured 
of  without  immediate  revelation  from  Heaven.  In  the  flrkt 
of  th«se  plares  also, '  eternal  life '  does  not  necessarily  mean 
eternity  uf  bliss,  but  merely  the  eteruity  of  the  state,  whether 
in  happiness  or  in  misery,  to  en>ue  upon  the  resurrection  ; 
which  is  probably  the  sense  of 'the  life  everlasting,*  in  the  | 
Apostles'  Creed.  See  Wbeatly  and  Bennet  on  the  Common  i 
Prayer."-  Boswell.  , 


*  No  doubt  Mr.  Warren  Hastings,   to  whose  case  two 

reports  of  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  i 

drawn  up  by  Mr.  Burke,  began  about  this  time  to  excite  ' 

public  attention.  —  CauKsa,  1847.  i 
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ever,  I  must  acknowledge,  might  be  led,  from 
the  practice  of  reviewers,  to  suppose  that  they 
take  a  pleasure  in  original  writing;  for  we 
oflcn  find,  that  instead  of  giving  an  accurate 
ac^^ount  of  what  has  been  done  bj  the  author 
whose  work  thev  are  reviewing,  which  is  surely 
the  proper  busmess  of  a  literary  journal,  they 
produce  some  plausible  and  ingenious  conceits 
of  their  own,  upon  the  topics  which  have  been 
discussed. 

Upon  being  told  that  old  Mr.  Sheridan,  in- 
dignant at  the  neglect  of  his  oratorical  plans, 
hi^  threatened  to  go  to  America :  Johnson. 
"  I  hope  he  will  go  to  America."  Boswell. 
**  The  Americans  don't  want  oratory."  John- 
son. "  But  we  can  want  Sheridan." 

On  Monday,  April  28.,  I  found  him  at  home 
in  the  morning,  and  Mr.  Seward  with  him. 
Horace  having  been  mentioned :  Boswei^. 
"  There  is  a  great  deal  of  thinking  in  his  works. 
One  finds  there  almost  every  thin^  but  re- 
ligion." Sewabd.  "  He  speaks  of  his  return- 
ing to  it,  in  his  Ode  Parens  Deorwn  cultor 
et  infrequeru.  Johnson.  "  Sir,  he  was  not  in 
earnest ;  this  was  merely  poetical."  Boswell. 
**  There  are,  I  am  afraid,  many  people  who  have 
no  religion  at  all."  Seward.  "  And  sensible 
people,  too."  JoHMSON.  "  Why,  Sir,  not 
sensible  in  that  respect.  There  must  be 
either  a  natural  or  a  moral  stupidity,  if  one 
lives  in  a  total  neglect  of  so  very  import- 
ant a  concern."  Sewabd.  '*I  wonder  that 
there  should  be  people  without  religion." 
Johnson.  "  Sir,  you  need  not  wonder  at  this, 
when  you  consider  how  large  a  proportion  of 
almost  every  man's  life  is  passed  without  think- 
ing of  it.  I  myself  was  for  some  years  totally 
regardless  of  religion.  It  had  dropped  out  of 
my  mind.  It  was  at  an  early  part  of  mv  life. 
Sickness  brought  it  back,  and  I  hope  1  have 
never  lost  it  since."  Boswell.  "My  dear 
Sir,  what  a  man  must  you  have  been  without 
religion  !  Why  you  must  have  gone  on  drink- 
ing, and  swcai-ing,  and —  '*  Johnson  (with  a 
smile).  "  I  drank  enough,  and  swore  enough, 
to  be  sure."  Sewabd.  "  One  should  think  that 
sickness  and  the  view  of  death  wouhl  make 
more  men  religious."  Johnson.  "  Sir,  they 
do  not  know  how  to  go  about  it :  they  have 
not  the  first  notion.  A  man  who  has  never 
had  religion  before,  no  more  grows  religious 
when  he  is  sick,  than  a  man  who  has  never 
learnt  figures  can  count  when  he  has  need  of 
calculation." 

I  mentioned  a  worthy  friend*  of  ours,  whom 
we  valued  much,  but  observed  that  he  was  too 
ready  to  introduce  religious  discourse  upon  all 


>  Mr.  Lftogton.    Ant^,  pp.  2G3.  392.  —  Cbokkr. 

3  Mallocb,  Bi  Mr.  Bindley  obkerret  to  mr,  "  continued  to 
write  hik  name  thus,  qfter  he  came  to  London.  Hii  versei 
prefixed  to  the  second  CKiltion  of  Thomson's  *  Winter '  are  so 
subscribed,  and  so  are  hts  Letters  written  In  London,  and 
published  a  few  years  ago  in  *  The  European  Magaxine ) ' 
but  be  soon  aAerwards  adopted  the  alteration  to  Mallet,  for 
he  is  so  called  in  the  list  of  subscribers  to  Savage's  Miscel- 
lanlet,  printed  in  1726;  and  theocerorward  uniformly  Mallet, 


occasions.  Johnson.  ^  Why,  yes.  Sir,  1 
introduce  religious  discourse  without 
whether  it  will  end  in  instruction  and  im] 
ment,  or  produce  some  profane  jest.  He 
introduce  it  in  the  company  of  Wilkc 
twenty  more  such." 

I  mentioned  Dr.  Johnson^s  excellent  d 
tion  between  liberty  of  conscience  and  I 
of  teaching.  Johnson.  **  Consider,  S 
you  have  children  whom  you  wish  to  e< 
m  the  principles  of  the  church  of  Engiam 
there  comes  a  quaker  who  tries  to  p 
them  to  his  principles,  you  would  drive 
the  (juaker.  You  woula  not  trust  to  th 
domination  of  right  which  you  behen 
your  opinions ;  you  will  keep  wrong  < 
their  heads.  Now  tlie  vulgar  are  the 
dren  of  the  state.  If  any  one  attempts  to 
them  doctrines  contrary  to  what  the  sta 

E roves,  the  magistrate  may  and  ought  to  n 
im."  Sewabd.  "  Would  you  restrain  p 
conversation,  Sir?"  Johmson.  "Whj 
it  is  difficult  to  say  where  private  conver 
begins,  and  where  it  ends.  If  we  three  i 
discuss  even  the  great  question  concemb 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Being  by  onn 
we  should  not  be  restrained ;  for  that ' 
be  to  put  an  end  to  all  improvement.  1 
we  should  discuss  it  in  the  presence  < 
boarding-school  girls,  and  as  many  h 
think  the  magistrate  would  do  well  to  i 
in  the  stocks,  to  finish  the  debate  there. 
Lord  flailes  had  sent  him  a  preseni 
curious  little  printed  poem,  on  repairin 
university  of  Aberdeen,  by  David  Mt 
which  he  thought  would  please  Johns 
affording  clear  evidence  that  Afallet  hi 
peared  even  as  a  literary  character  b 
name  of  MaUoch ;  his  cbanffing  which  1 
of  softer  sound  had  given  Johnson  occaa 
introduce  him  into  his  Dictionary,  und 
article  Alias.  ^  This  piece  was,  I  suppos 
of  Mallet's  first  essays.  It  is  preserved 
works,  with  several  variations.  Johnson 
ing  read  aloud,  from  the  beginning  of  it,  ^ 
there  were    some  commonplace  assertio 

to  the  superiority  of  ancient  times : *' 

false,"  said  he,  "  is  all  this,  to  say  thi 
ancient  times  learning  was  not  a  dissrac 
peer,  as  it  is  now !  *  In  ancient  times  i 
was  as  ignorant  as  any  one  else.  He  ^ 
have  been  angry  to  have  it  thought  he 
write  his  name.  Men  in  ancient  times 
to  stand  forth  with  a  degree  of  ignoranc< 
which  nobody  would  now  dare  to  stand 
I  am  always  angry  when  I  hear  ancient 
praised  at  the  expense  of  modem  Umes.   ' 


In  ail  his  writings."  — Malonb.  A  notioa  haa  imii 
tained,  that  no  such  exom|iliflcatioa  of  jIUmM  la  tofci 
In  Johnson's  DIctlonarr,  and  that  the  whol*  ,ZJZ  Z, 
gishlv  fabricated  bv  Wilkes  in  the"  N<5Sh  fiSS^? 
real  fact  is,  U>al  it  is  not  to  be  found  In  th«  faJk!!L 
editions,  hut  was  added  by  JohnaoD  In  hia  ----^- 
mrnt,  in  17S6 — J.  Boswbll,  Jun.  It  atUlMutal 
octaro  editions,  at  least  it  is  in  mine  of  1794  --V>Si 


^T.  74. 
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is  now  a  p*eat  deal  more  learning  in  the  world 
than  there  was  formerly ;  for  it  is  universally 
diffused.  You  have,  perhaoe,  no  man  who 
knows  as  much  Greek  and  Latin  as  Bentley ; 
no  man  who  knows  as  much  mathematics  as 
Newton :  but  you  have  many  more  men  who 
know  Greek  and  Latin,  and  who  know  mathe- 
matics." 

On  Thursday,  1st  May,  I  visited  him  in  the 
evening  along  with  young  Mr.  Burke.  Hq 
Mud,  "It  is  strange  that  there  should  be  so 
little  reading  in  the  world,  and  so  much  writ- 
ing. People  in  general  do  not  willingly  read, 
if  they  can  have  any  thing  else  to  amuse  them. 
Tliere  must  be  an  external  impulse;  emulation, 
or  vanity,  or  avarice.  The  progress  which  the 
understanding  makes  througn  a  book  has  more 
pain  than  pleasure  in  it.  Language  is  scanty 
and  inadequate  to  express  the  nice  gradations 
and  mixtures  of  our  feelings.  No  man  reads 
a  book  of  science  from  pure  inclination.  The 
books  that  we  do  read  with  pleasure  are  light 
compositions,  which  contain  a  quick  succession 
I  of  events.  However,  I  have  this  year  read  all 
I  Virgil  through.  I  read  a  book  of  the  iEneid 
I  every  night,  so  it  was  done  in  twelve  nights, 
I  and  I  had  a  great  delight  in  it.  The  Georgics 
I  did  not  give  me  so  much  pleasure,  except  the 
fourth  bnook.  The  Eclogues  I  have  almost  all 
by  heart.  I  do  not  think  the  story  of  the 
^neid  interesting.  I  like  the  story  of  the 
Odyssey  much  better ;  and  this  not  on  account 
of  the  wonderful  things  which  it  contains ;  for 
there  are  wonderful  things  enough  in  the 
JEneid ;  —  the  ships  of  the  Trojans  turned  to 
sea-nymphs,  —  the  tree  at  Polydorus's  tomb 
dropping  blood.  The  story  of  the  Odyssey  is 
intercstmg,  as  a  great  part  of  it  is  domestic. 
It  has  l>een  said  there  is  pleasure  in  writing, 
particularly  in  writing  verses.  I  allow  you 
gMiAj  have  pleasure  from  writing  after  it  is  over, 
if  you  have  written  well ' ;  but  you  don't  go 
'vriUingly  to  it  again.  I  know,  when  I  have 
been  writing  verses,  I  have  run  my  finger 
down  the  margin,  to  see  how  many  I  had 
made,  and  how  few  I  had  to  make.*' 

He  seemed  to  be  in  a  very  placid  humour ; 
luid  although  I  have  no  note  of  the  part  iculars 
of  young  Mr.  Burke's  conversation,  it  is  but 
JuKtice  to  mention  in  general,  that  it  was  such 
that  Dr.  Johnson  said  to  me  ailerwards,  "  He 
did  verv  well  indeed;  I  have  a  mind  to  tell  his 
father.'*  • 


1  Dum  pingit.  fruitur  arte ;  pottquam  pinxerat,  friiitur 
flructu  artis.  [While  he  paints  he  enjov*  his  art ;  after  ptdnt. 
inir  he  enjorfl  the  fruit  of  hi*  art.]  —  Senrca —  Kiarnky. 

S  Richard  Burke  died  Aug.  2.  1794.  in  hit  thlrtv-flfth  jcar. 
^~  M ALOKC.  The  fond  partlalitv  of  hit  father  (for  luch  it 
■mac  be  admitted  to  have  been)  for  his  talentt  is  now  well 
known.  Mr.  Burke  it  reported,  with  a  mixture  of  personal 
and  paternal  pride,  to  have  remarked  how  extraordinary  it 
waa  that  Lord  Chatham,  Lord  Holland,  and  he  should  each 
have  had  a  son  so  su|>erior  to  their  fathers.  ~-  CaoKta. 

*  Let  it  h«  rememliered  by  Iboac  vbo  accuse  Dr.  Johnson 
of  Uliberalit/.  that  both  were  Scotekmm.  —  Boiwbli.. 

*  On  the  3d  of  May  Johnwrn  dined  with  Mrs.  Garrtck.  and 
Hannah  More  giret  the  following  amiable  account  of  him :  ~~ 


JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

"  Hay  S.  1 783. 
**  DiAR  Sir,  —  The  gentleman  who  waits  on  you 
with  this  is  Mr.  Cruikshanks,  who  wishes  to  suc- 
ceed liis  friend  Dr.  Himter  as  professor  of  anatomy 
in  the  Royal  Academy.  His  qualifications  are  rery 
generally  known,  and  it  adds  dignity  to  the  institu- 
tion that  such  men  '  are  candidates.  I  am.  Sir,  &c., 
**  Sam.  Johmsok." 

I  have  no  minute  *,  of  any  interview  with 
Johnson  till  Thursday,  Afay  15th,  when  I  find 
what  follows  :  Boswell.  ''*■  I  wish  much  to 
be  in  parliament,  Sir."  Johnson.  "Why, 
Sir,  unless  you  come  resolved  to  support  any 
administration,  you  woidd  be  the  worse  for 
being  in  parliament,  because  you  would  be 
obliged  to  live  more  expensively."  Boswell. 
"  Perhaps,  Sir,  I  should  be  the  less  happv  for 
being  in  parliament.  I  never  would  self  my 
vote,  and  I  shoidd  be  vexed  if  things  went 
wrong."  Johnson.  "That's  cant.  Sir.  It 
would  not  vex  you  more  in  the  House  than  in 
the  gallery :  public  affairs  vex  no  man."  Bos- 
well. "  Have  not  they  vexed  yourself  a 
little.  Sir  ?  Have  not  you  been  vexed  by  all  the 
turbulence  of  this  reupi,  and  by  that  absurd 
vote  of  the  House  of  Oommons,  *  That  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  has  increased,  is  increas- 
ing, and  ought  to  be  diminished?'"  Johnson. 
"  Sir,  I  have  never  slept  an  hour  less,  nor  eat 
an  ounce  less  meat.  I  would  have  knocked 
the  factious  dogs  on  the  head,  to  be  sure; 
but  I  was  not  vexed^  Boswell.  "  I  declare, 
Sir,  upon  my  honour,  I  did  imagine  I  was 
vexed,  and  took  a  pride  in  it;  but  it  trasj 
perhaps,  cant ;  for  I  own  1  neither  eat  less  nor 
slept  less."  Johnson.  "  My  dear  friend,  clear 
your  mind  of  cant.  You  may  taik  as  other 
people  do ;  you  may  say  to  a  man,  *  Sir,  I  am 
vour  himible  servant.*  You  are  not  his  most 
humble  servant.  You  mav  say,  *  These  are 
bad  times ;  it  is  a  melancholy  thing  to  be 
reserved  to  such  times.'  You  don't  mind  the 
times.  You  tell  a  man,  *  I  am  sorry  you  had 
such  bad  weather  the  last  day  of  your  journey, 
and  were  so  much  wet.'  You  don't  care  six- 
pence whether  he  is  wet  or  dry.  You  may 
talk  in  this  manner ;  it  is  a  mode  of  talking  in 
society ;  but  don't  think  foolishly." 

I  talked  of  living  in  the  country.  Johnson. 
"  Don't  set  up  for  what  is  called  hospitality ; 


*•  May.  i.  1781 

"  Saturdar  we  had  a  dinner  at  home,  —  Mrs.  Carter.  Miss 
Hamilton,  tne  Kennicotts,  and  Dr.  Johnson.  Poor  Johnson 
exerted  himself  exceedinRly ;  but  he  was  Tery  ill,  and  looked 
so  dreadfully,  that  it  oulte  grieved  me.  His  sickneu  seems 
to  hare  softened  his  mind,  without  haTing  at  all  weakenc«l  it. 
1  was  struck  with  the  mild  radiance  of  this  setting  sun.  We 
bad  but  a  small  party  of  such  of  his  friends  as  we  knew 
would  t>e  most  agreeable  to  him.  and  as  we  were  all  Tery 
attentire  and  paid  him  the  homage  he  tiotb  expect*  and 
deserves,  he  was  rery  communiratire,  and«  of  course,  in- 
structive and  delightful  in  the  highest  degree."  Mem.  i.  280. 
—  CtOKER,  1847. 
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it  is  a  waste  of  time,  and  a  waste  of  money  :  you 
are  eaten  up,  and  not  the  more  respected  for 
your  liberality.  If  your  house  be  like  an  inn, 
nobody  cares  for  you.  A  man  who  stays  a 
week  with  another  makes  him  a  slave  for  a 
week."  BoswELL.  "  But  there  are  people, 
Sir,  who  make  their  houses  a  home  to  their 
guests,  and  are  themselves  quite  easy."  John- 
son. "  Then,  Sir,  home  must  be  the  same  to 
the  guests,  and  they  need  not  come." 

Here  he  discovered  a  notion  common  enough 
in  persons  not  much  accustomed  to  entertam 
company,  that  there  must  be  a  degree  of 
elaborate  attention,  otherwise  company  will 
think  themselves  neglected:  and  such  attention 
is  no  doubt  very  iatiguing.  He  proceeded  : 
"  I  would  not,  however,  be  a  stranger  in  my 
own  country ;  I  would  visit  my  neighbours, 
and  receive  their  visits ;  but  I  would  not  be 
in  haste  to  return  visits.  If  a  gentleman  comes 
to  see  me,  I  tell  him  he  does  me  a  great  deal 
of  honour.  I  do  not  go  to  see  him,  perhaps, 
for  ten  weeks ;  then  we  are  very  complaisant 
to  each  other.  No,  Sir,  you  will  have  much 
more  influence  by  giving  or  lending  money 
where  it  is  wanted,  than  by  hospitality." 

On  Saturday,  May  17.,  I  saw  nim  for  a  short 
time.  Having  mentioned  that  I  had  that 
morning  been  with  old  Mr.  Sheridan,  he  re- 
membered their  former  intimacy  with  a  cordial 
warmth,  and  said  to  me,  "  Tell  Mr.  Sheridan,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  see  him  and  shake  hands  with 
him."  BoswELL.  "  It  is  to  me  very  wonderful 
that  resentment  should  be  kept  up  so  long." 
Johnson.  "Why,  Sir,  it  is  not  altogether 
resentment  that  he  does  not  visit  me ;  it  is 
partly  falling  out  of  the  habit, — partly  disgust, 
such  as  one  has  at  a  drug  that  has  made  him 
sick.  Besides,  he  knows  that  I  laugh  at  his 
oratory." 

Another  day  I  spoke  of  one  of  our  friends, 
of  whom  he,  as  well  as  I,  had  a  very  high  opi- 
nion. He  expatiated  in  his  praise ;  but  added, 
"  Sir,  he  is  a  cursed  Whig,  a  hottonmlestt  Whig, 
as  they  all  are  now." ' 

I  mentioned  my  expectations  from  the  in- 
terest of  an  eminent  person  *  then  in  power  ; 
adding,  "  But  I  have  no  claim  but  the  claim 


of  friendship ;  however,  some  people 
great  way  from  that  motive.**  Jooss 
they  will  go  all  the  way  from  that  m* 
gentleman  talked  of  retiring  ;  —  "  N« 
of  that,"  said  Johnson.  The  eentlem 
"  I  should  then  do  no  ill.**  Johnso 
no  good  either.  Sir,  it  would  b 
suicide.'* 

On  Monday,  Maj  26.,  I  found  bu 
tmd  the  celebrated  Miss  Bumey  ',  x\ 
of  "Evelina"  and  "  Cecilia,**^  witi 
asked  if  there  would  be  any  speakei 
liamcnt,  if  there  were  no  places  to  be 
Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir.  Why  do  y 
here  ?  Either  to  instruct  and  entertj 
is  a  benevolent  motive ;  or  for  d 
which  is  a  selfish  motive.**  I  i 
"Cecilia."  Johnson,  (with  an  air  of 
satisfaction.)  "  Sir,  if  you  talk  of 
Ulk  on." 

We  talked  of  Mr.  Barry's  exhibit! 

Eictures.  Johnson.  "  Whatever  the 
ave  done,  the  mind  has  done  its  par 
is  a  grasp  of  mind  there  which  you 
where  else."  * 

I  asked  whether  a  man  naturally 
or  one  who  has  overcome  wicked  in* 
is  the  best.  Johnson.  **  Sir,  to  you 
who  has  overcome  wicked  inclinatio 
the  best.  He  has  more  merit  to  k 
would  rather  trust  my  money  to  a 
has  no  hands,  and  so  a  physical  im] 
to  steal,  than  to  a  man  of  the  mc 
principles.  There  is  a  witty  satirica 
Foote.  He  had  a  small  bust  of  Garri 
upon  his  bureau.  *You  may  be  i 
said  he,  *  that  I  allow  him  to  be  s( 
gold  ;  —  but  you  will  observe  h* 
hands.'" 

On  Friday,  May  29.*,  being  to  se 
Scotland  next  morning,  I  passed  a  m 
(lay  with  him  in  more  than  usual  ea 
as  his  health  was  in  a  more  precar 
than  at  any  time  when  I  had  parted  : 
He,  however,  was  quick  and  lively,  an 
as  usual  I  mentioned  one  who  wa 
learned  man.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Si 
a  great  deal  of  learning  ;  but    it    n 


>  Mr.  Burke,  —  who,  however,  proved  himtelf,  on  the 
French  Revolution,  not  to  be  a  bottomUts  Whig,  ttnii,  p.  509. 
—  Choker. 

3  Probabljr  Lord  Mountduart —  Crokbi. 

3  Frances,  aflorwardi  Mad.  D'Arblay.  bom  In  Jtily,  1762, 
had  publUhed  "  Evelina,"  at  the  Utter  end  of  January.  177>K. 
and  "  Cecilia  '*  in  the  autumn  of  1782.  It  was  stated  and 
believed  that  she  was  only  teoenteen  when  she  surprised  the 
world  liy  her  "  Evelina ;  "  it  now  appears  that  she  was  near 
Iventy-snen  —  an  important  dtflfercnce.  —  Croker,  1831-47. 

4  In  Mr.  Barry's  printed  analvsis  or  description  of  these 
pictures,  he  speaks  of  Johnson  s  character  in  the  highest 

terms Boh^'^kll.    They  are  still  to  be  seen,  in  the  great 

room  of  the  Society  of  Arts  in  the  Adelphl.  —  Cbokbr. 

^  Before  Boswell  left  town  he  was  negotiating  another 
dinner  with  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Wilkes  at  the  house  of  the 
latter ;  but  Johnson  was  pre.engaged. 

BOSWELL  TO  WILKES. 

•*  Wednesday.  May  81 .  I78S. 
"  Mr.  Bos  well's  cnmpUmenU  to  Mr.  Wiikea.    He  rejoices 
to  find  he  is  to  n*urli  better  as  to  lie  abroad.    He  finds  that  it 


would  not  he  unpleasant  to  Dr.  Johnsnn  to  i 
Wilkes's.  The  thing  would  be  ao  curiouslr  1 
were  a  pity  it  should  not  take  place.  Nobodr  I 
well  should  be  asked  tu  mt>et  the  doctor.  Mr  i 
for  Scotland  on  Friday  the  30th.  |f,  then  a  ca 
to  the  doctor  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wedues 
delay,  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  would  be  fixed  •  and  n 
sent  to  Mr.  Boswell."  ' 

BOSWELL  TO  MR.  AND  MISS  Wll 
••  Mr.  Boswell  presents  his  best  comnUmentj 
Miss  Wilkes  ;  encloses  Dr.  Johnsonm.wt?V 
much  that  so  agrocable  a  mccUns  must  be  Atnl 
year,  as  Mr.  Boswell  is  to  set  out  for  sSoJ^T, 
Hope.  Mr. Wilkes  will  write  to  him  ther?.- 


^nciotcd. 


"M 


thHrVj^nXtrrit^-'j;  i- M.«H1» 
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[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
(Extract) 

**  London,  June  13,  1783.> 
**  Seward  called  on  me  yesterday.  He  is  going  — 
only  for  a  few  weeks  —  first  to  Paris,  and  then  to 
Flanders,  to  contemplate  the  pictures  of  Claude 
Loraine ;  and  he  asked  me  if  that  was  not  as  good 
a  way  as  any  of  spending  time  —  that  time-  which 
returns  no  more  ;  of  which,  however,  a  great  part 
seems  to  be  very  foolishly  spent,  even  by  the  wisest 
and  the  best. 

Poor  Lawrence'  and  his  youngest  son  died  almost 
on  the  same  day.] 
—  Letters. 

My  anxious  apprehensions  at  parting  with 
him  thU  year  proved  to  be  but  too  well 
founded;  for  not  long  afterwards  he  had  a 
dreadful  stroke  of  the  palsy,  of  which  there 
are  very  tvM  and  accurate  accounts  in  letters 
written  by  himself,  to  show  with  what  com- 
posure of  mind  and  resimiation  to  the  Divine 
will  his  steady  piety  enabled  him  to  behave. 

JOHNSON  TO  ALLEN. 

"  June  17. 1783. 
"  It  has  pleased  God  this  morning  to  deprive  me 
of  the  powers  of  speech  ;  and  as  I  do  not  know  hut 
that  it  may  be  his  further  good  pleasure  to  deprive 
me  soon  of  my  senses,  I  request  you  will,  on  the 
receipt  of  this  note,  come  to  me,  and  act  for  me  as 
the  exigences  of  my  case  may  require.  I  am,  &e., 
'*  Sam.  Johnson." 

JOHNSON  TO  TAYLOR. 

"  June  17. 1783. 

"Dka*  Sir,  —  It  has  pleased  God,  by  a  para- 
lytic stroke  in  the  night,  to  deprive  me  of  speech. 
I  am  very  desirous  of  Dr.  Hcberden's  assistance,  as 
I  think  my  case  is  not  past  remedy.  I^t  me  see 
you  as  soon  as  it  is  possible.  Bring  Dr.  Heberden 
with  you,  if  you  can ;  but  come  yourself  at  all 
events.  I  am  glad  you  are  so  well  when  I  am  so 
dreadfully  attacked. 

**  I  think  that  by  a  speedy  ap))lication  of  stimu- 
lants much  may  be  done.  I  question  if  a  vomit, 
vigorous  and  rough,  would  not  rouse  the  organs  of 
speech  to  action.  As  it  is  too  early  to  send,  I  will 
try  to  recollect  what  I  can  that  can  be  suspected  to 
have  brought  on  this  dreadful  distress. 

**  I  have  been  accustomed  to  bleed  frequently  for 
an  asthmatic  complaint;  but  have  forebome  for 
some  time  by  Dr.  Pepys's  persuasion,  who  per- 
ceived my  legs  beginning  to  swell.  I  sometimes 
alleviate  a  painful,  or,  more  properly,  an  oppres- 
sive constriction  of  my  chest,  by  opiates  ;  and  have 
latdy  taken  opium  frequently ;  but  the  last,  or  two 
last  times,  in  smaller  quantities.  My  largest  dose 
is  three  grains,  and  last  night  I  took  but  two.  You 


1  I  cannot  account  for  the  date  or  thU  letter,  mentioning 
the  death!  of  Dr.  Lawrence,  who  died  only  that  day  at  Can- 
tflrbiirv  and  or  Mr.  Lawrence,  who  died  two  days  later.  Mri. 
Thrato'i  answer  is  liable  to  the  tune  difficulty.  —  CaoKsa, 

«  hr  Lawrence,  descended,  as  Sir  Egerton  Brydges  In- 
cJj<^'me  from  Milton's  friend,  was  bom  in  1771,  died  in 
nS  OT  the  IStJf  of  June.    His  son.  the  Reverend  J.  Law- 


will  suggest  these  things  (and   they  are  i 

can  call  to  mind)  to  Dr.  Heberden.      I  an 

*«  Sam.  Johi 

Two  days  afler  he  wrote  thm  1 
Thrale:  — 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.   THRAL 
(Extract.^ 

"  On  Monday,  the  16th,  I  sat  for  my  pi 
Miss  Reynolds],  and  walked  a  considerable 
little  inconvenience.  In  the  afternoon  and  < 
felt  myself  light  and  easy,  and  began  to  pUi 
of  life.  Tlius  I  went  to  bed,  and  in  a  si 
waked  and  sat  up,  as  has  been  long  m; 
when  I  felt  a  confusion  and  indistinctne 
head,  which  lasted,  I  suppose,  about  half] 
I  was  alarmed,  and  prayed  God,  that  bo 
might  afBict  my  body,  he  would  spare  in 
standing.  This  prayer,  that  I  might  tr 
tegrity  of  my  faculties,  I  made  in  Latin  ▼< 
lines  were  not  very  good,  but  I  knew  tbe 
be  very  good :  I  made  them  easily,  and  c 
myself  to  be  unimpaired  in  my  faculties. 

**  Soon  after  I  perceived  that  I  had  s 
paralytic  stroke,  and  that  my  speech  w 
from  me.  I  had  no  pain,  and  so  little  de 
this  dreadful  state,  that  I  wondered  at 
apathy,  and  considered  that  perhaps  da 
when  it  should  come,  would  excite  less  bo 
seems  now  to  attend  it. 

*•  In  order  to  rouse  the  vocal  organs,  I 
drams.  Wine  has  been  celebrated  for  th« 
tion  of  eloquence.  I  put  myself  into  vie 
tion,  and  I  think  repeated  it ;  but  all  was 
then  went  to  bed  ;  and,  strange  as  it  ma] 
think  slept.  When  I  saw  light,  it  was 
contrive  what  I  should  do.  Though  God 
my  speech,  he  left  me  my  hand  :  I  enjoyei 
which  was  not  granted  to  my  dear  frie 
rence,  who  now  perhaps  overlooks  me 
writing,  and  rejoices  that  I  have  what  he 
My  first  note  was  necessarily  to  my  sen 
came  in  talking,  and  could  not  immedial 
prehend  why  he  should  read  what  I  put 
bands. 

"  I  then  wrote  a  card  to  Mr.  Allen,  thai 
have  a  discreet  friend  at  hand,  to  act  as 
should  require.  In  penning  this  note  I  1 
difficulty :  my  hand,  I  knew  not  how 
made  wrong  letters.  I  then  wrote  to  l> 
to  come  to  me,  and  bring  Dr.  Heberde 
sent  to  Dr.  Brocklesby,  who  is  my  nei 
My  physicians  are  very  firiendly,  and 
great  hopes ;  but  you  may  imagine  my  sit 
have  so  far  recovered  my  vocal  powers,  as 
the  lord's  Prayer  with  no  imperfect  arti 
My  memory,  I  hope,  yet  remains  as  it  ' 
such  an  attack  produces  solicitude  for  tbe 
every  faculty." 
—  Letters. 


I.  died  on  the  15th.  Johnson  had  «ddrv«aed  i 
to  Dr.  Lawrence  (Works,  i.  ISa)  on  tbe  illn««i 
his  sons,  some  years  before.  Another  of  hi»  ki 
Soulden  Lawrence,  one  of  thejudgva  oTthe  Klx 
—  Crokir. 
>  He  lived  in  Norfolk  Street,  in  the  Strand. 
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JOHNSON  TO  DAVIES 

"June  18. 1783. 
**  Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  had,  indeed,  a  very  heavy 
blow  ;  but  God,  who  yet  spares  my  life,  I  humbly 
hope  will  spare  my  understanding  and  restore  my 
speech.  As  I  am  not  at  all  helpless,  I  want  no 
particular  assistance,  but  am  strongly  ufiected  by 
Mrs.  Davies's  tenderness;  and  when  I  think  she 
can  do  me  good,  shall  be  very  glad  to  call  upon 
ber.  I  bad  ordered  friends  to  be  shut  out ;  but 
one  or  two  have  found  the  way  in ;  and  if  you 
come  you  shall  be  admitted  ;  for  I  know  not  whom 
I  can  see  that  will  bring  more  amusement  on  his 
tongue,  or  more  kindness  in  his  heart.  I  am,  &c., 
**  Sam.  Johnson." 

It  gives  me  ffreat  pleasure  to  preserve  such  a 
memorial  of  Johnson's  regard  for  Mr.  Davies, 
to  whom  I  was  indebted  for  my  introduction  to 
him.'  He  indeed  loved  Davies  cordially,  of 
which  I  shall  give  the  following  little  evidence :  — 
One  day  when  he  had  treated  him  with  too  much 
asperity,  Tom,  who  was  not  without  pride  and 
I  spirit,  went  off  in  a  passion ;  but  he  had  hardly 
reached  home,  when  Frank,  who  had  been 
tent  after  him,  delivered  this  note:  "Come, 
come,  dear  Davies,  I  am  always  sorry  when  we 
quarrel ;  send  me  word  that  we  are  friends." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE. 
{ExtracU.) 

-June  20.  1783.  —  I  think  to  send  you  for  some 
time  a  regular  diary.  You  will  forgive  the  gross 
Images  that  disease  must  necessarily  present.  Dr. 
Xiawrence  said  that  medical  treatises  should  be 
always  In  Latin.  I  have  had  my  head  covered 
-with  one  formidable  diffusion  of  cantbarides. 

**  T  never  had  any  distortion  of  the  countenance 
but  what  Dr.  Brocklesby  called  a  little  prolapnu^ 
which  went  away  the  second  day. 

**  I  was  this  day  directed  to  eat  flesh,  and  I  dined 
"wery  copiously  upon  roasted  lamb  and  boiled  pease. 
I  then  went  to  sleep  in  a  chair  ;  and  when  I  waked, 
I  found  Dr.  Brocklesby  sitting  by  me,  and  fell  to 
talking  with  him  in  such  a  manner  as  made  me 
Klad,  and  I  hope  mndc  me  thankful.  The  doctor 
fell  to  repeating  Juvenal's  ninth  satire ;  but  I  let 
faiin  sfe  that  the  province  was  mine. 

•*  I  am  to  take  wine  to-night,  and  hope  it  will  do 
tne  good." 

**  June  21 I    had  a   comfortable   and  placid 

*  night.  My  physicians  this  morning  thought  my 
amendment  nut  inconsiderable,  and  my  friends  who 
▼isited  me  said  my  look  was  sprightly  and  cheer- 
ful. My  disease,  whatever  it  was,  seems  collected 
into  this  one  dreadful  attack. 

**  To-day  I  received  a  letter  of  consolation  from 
■n  unknown  hand,  kindly  and  piously,  but  not 
enthusiastically  written." 

**June  23.  —  My  friends  tell  me  that  my  powers 
of  utterance  improve  daily,  and  Dr.  Heberden 
declares  he   hopes   to   find  roe   well    to-morrow. 


>  Poor  Derrick,  howerer,  though  he  did  not  hImieU  intrcy 
4uca  ne  to  Dr.  Johoton,  aa  h«  proiiiiMd.  had  the  merit  of 
IntroduciDf  me  to  Davies,  the  immediate  Introducer — 
BoawBLL. 


I  Palsies  are  more  common  than  I  thought  1  have 
been  vbited  by  four  friends,  who  have  had  each  a 
stroke,  and  one  of  them  two." 

*•  June  28.  —  Your  letter  is  just  such  as  I  desire, 
and  as  from  you  I  hope  always  to  deserve. 

"  The  black  dog  •  I  hope  always  to  resist,  and 
in  time  to  drive,  though  1  am  deprived  of  almost 
all  those  that  used  to  help  me.  The  neighbour- 
hood is  impoverished.  1  had  once  Richardson  and 
Lawrence  in  my  reach.  Mrs.  Allen  is  dead.  My 
home  has  lost  Levett ;  a  man  who  took  interest  in 
every  thing,  and  therefore  ready  at  conversation. 
Mrs.  Williams  is  so  weak  that  she  can  be  a  com- 
panion no  longer.  When  I  rise,  my  breakfast  is 
solitary ;  the  black  dog  waits  to  share  it.  From 
breakfast  to  dinner  he  continues  barking,  except 
that  Dr.  Brocklesby  for  a  little  keeps  him  at  a  dis- 
tance- Dinner  with  a  sick  woman  you  may  ven- 
ture to  suppose  not  much  better  than  solitary. 
After  dinner,  what  remains  but  to  count  the  clock, 
and  hope  for  that  sleep  which  I  can  acarce  expect  ? 
Night  comes  at  last,  and  some  hours  of  restlessness 
and  confusion  bring  me  again  to  a  day  of  solitude. 
What  shall  exclude  the  black  dog  from  an  habita- 
tion like  this  ?  If  1  were  a  little  richer,  I  would 
perhaps  take  some  cheerful  female  into  the  house. 

"Last  night  fresh  flies  \cautkaridt$]  were  put  to 
my  head,  and  hindered  me  from  sleeping.  To-day 
I  fancy  myself  incommoded  with  heat 
<  **  I  have,  however,  watered  the  garden  both  yes- 
terday and  to-day,  just  as  I  watered  the  laurels  in 
the  island"   [at  Streatham\. 

'*  July  3.  —  Dr.  Brocklesby  yesterday  dismissed 
the  cantharides,  and  I  can  now  find  a  soft  place  upon 
my  pillow.  Last  night  was  cool,  and  I  rested  well ; 
and  this  morning  I  have  been  a  friend  at  a  poetical 
difficulty.  Here  is  now  a  glimpse  of  daylight 
again ;  but  how  near  is  the  evening  none  can  tell, 
and  I  will  not  prognosticate.  We  all  know  that 
from  none  of  us  it  can  be  far  distant :  may  none 
of  us  know  this  in  vain  ! 

"  I  went,  as  I  took  csre  to  boast,  on  Tuesday 
[1st  July]  to  the  Club,  and  hear  that  I  was  thought 
to  have  performed  as  well  as  usual. 

**  I  dined  on  fish,  with  the  wing  of  a  small  turkey- 
chick,  and  left  roast  bfief,  goose,  and  venison-pie 
untouched  I  live  much  on  pease,  and  never  had 
them  so  good  :br  so  long  a  time  in  any  year  that  I 
can  remember." 
—  Letter*. 


JOHNSON  TO  LOWE.* 

•*  Friday,  June  «>.  IT8S. 
"Sir, —  You  know,  I  suppose,  that  a  sudricn 
iilncs/(  makes  it  impracticable  to  nrie  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Barry,  and  the  time  is  short  If  it  be  your  opinion 
that  the  end  can  be  obtained  by  writing,  1  am  very 
willing  to  write,  and,  perhaps  it  may  do  as  well  : 
it  is,  at  least,  all  that  can  b<e  expected  at  preaert 
from.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

**  Sam.  Johnson.*' 

"If  you  would  have  me  write,  come  to  me  .   I 
order  your  admission.'] 
—  Freeling  MSS. 


«  See  anti,  p.  «540.  n.  I.  —  C. 

3  Amidit  all  tbii  dittros  and  dsnRcr,  »<«  ice  hv  thir  and 
tome  lubtequent  letter*  cuminuiiicMtf^l  br  Mr.  Btarn^aud.  his 
Indefatlsabla  charitj  and  kiadnes*  to  his  numble  iri«nds. 
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JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"  LoQdon,  June  S5.  1783. 

"  Dea  a  Madam,  —  Since  the  papers  have  given 
an  account  of  my  illness,  it  is  proper  that  I  should 
give  my  friends  some  account  of  it  myself. 

"  Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  16th'  of  this 
month  I  perceived  my  speech  taken  from  me. 
When  it  was  light  I  sat  down  and  wrote  such 
directions  as  appeared  proper.  Dr.  Heberdcn  and 
Dr.  Broclclesby  were  called.  Blisters  were  ap- 
plied, and  medicines  given.  Before  night  I  began 
to  speak  with  some  freedom,  which  has  been  in- 
creasing ever  since,  so  that  I  have  now  very  little 
impediment  in  my  utterance.  Dr.  Heberden  took 
his  leave  this  morning. 

**  Since  I  received  this  stroke  I  have  in  other  re- 
spects been  better  than  I  was  before,  and  hope  yet 
to  have  a  comfortable  summer.  Let  me  have  your 
prayers. 

•*  If  writing  is  not  troublesome,  let  me  know 
whether  you  are  pretty  well,  and  how  you  have 
passed  the  winter  and  spring. 

"  Make  my  compliments   to  all  my  friends.      I 
am,  dear  Madam,  your  most  humble  servant, 
—  Peurton  MSS.  "  Sam.  Johnson."] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  I<ondon,  July  3. 1783. 

**  Dear  Sir,  —  Your  anxiety  about  my  health  is 
very  friendly  and  very  agreeable  with  your  general 
kindness.  I  have  indeed  had  a  very  frightful  blow. 
On  the  1 7th  of  last  month,  about  three  in  the 
morning,  as  near  as  I  can  guess,  I  perceived  myself 
almost  totally  deprived  of  speech.  I  had  no  pain. 
My  organs  were  so  obstructed  that  I  could 
say  no,  but  could  scarcely  say  yes.  I  wrote 
the  necessary  directions,  for  it  pleased  God  to 
spare  my  hand,  and  sent  for  Dr.  Heberdcn 
and  Dr.  Brocklesby.  Between  the  time  in  which 
I  discovered  my  own  disorder,  and  that  in  which  I 
sent  for  the  doctors,  I  had,  I  believe,  in  spite  of  my 
surprise  and  solicitude,  a  little  sleep,  and  nature 
began  to  renew  its  operations.  They  came  and 
gave  the  directions  which  the  disease  required,  and 
trom  that  time  I  have  been  continually  improving 
in  articulation.  I  can  now  speak ;  but  the  nerves 
are  weak,  and  I  cannot  continue  discourse  long ; 
but  strength,  1  hope,  will  return.  The  physicians 
consider  me  as  cured.  I  was  last  Sunday  at 
church.  On  Tuesday  I  took  an  airing  to  Hamp- 
stead,  and  dined  with  the  Club,  where  Lord  Pal- 
merston  was  proposed,  and,  against  my  opinion,  was 
rejected."  I  designed  to  go  next  week  with  Mr. 
Langton  to  Rochester,  where  I  purpose  to  stay 
about  ten  days,  and  then  try  some  other  air.  I 
have  many  kind  invitations.  Your  brother  has 
very  frequently  inquired  after  me.  Most  of  my 
friends  have,  indeed,  been  very  attentive.  Thank 
dear  Lord  Hailes  for  his  present. 

"I  hope  you  found  at  your  return  everything 
gay  and  prosperous,  and  your  lady,  in  particular, 


>  Mistake  for  !7th.  —  Crorbr. 

3  Hi*  lordihip  was  coon  aftrr  chosen,  and  ia  now  a  mem- 
t)er  of  the  Club.  —  Boswell. 

3  She  soon  returned,  and  attended  him  in  his  last  illness. 
—  Crorsr,  1M7. 

<  During  his  illness  Mr.  Murphjr  visited  him,  and  fooud 
him  reading  Dr.  Watson's  Chemistry:  articulating  with 
difficulty,  he  said,  "  From  this  book  he  who  knows  nothing 


quite  recovered  and  confirnied.      Pay 
spects.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &.C.,         Sam.  X 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORT 
**  London.  J 

"  Dear  Madam,  —  The  account  wbk 
of  your  health  is  but  noelancholy.  M 
God  to  restore  you.  My  disease  a 
speech,  and  still  continues,  io  some  de^ 
struct  my  utterance ;  my  voice  is  distil 
for  a  while,  but  the  organs  being  stil 
quickly  weary ;  but  in  other  respect 
think,  rather  better  than  I  have  latelj 
can  let  you  know  my  state  w^ithout  tbe 
other  hand.  In  the  opinion  of  my  friei 
my  own,  I  am  gradually  mending.  Th< 
consider  me  as  cured,  and  I  had  leave  fo 
to  wash  the  cantharidcs  from  my  he 
Tuesday  I  dined  at  the  Club. 

**  I  am  going  next  week  into  Kent,  a 
to  change  the  air  frequently  this  summc 
I  shall  wander  so  far  as  StafTordshire  I  i 
I  should  be  glad  to  come.  Return  raj 
Mrs.  Cobb,  and  Mr.  Pearson,  and  all 
shown  attention  to  me.  Let  us,  my  de 
one  another,  and  consider  our  suffering 
mercifully  given  us  to  prepare  oursel\es 
state. 

**  I  live  now  but  in  a  melancholy  waj 
friend  Mr.  Levett  is  dead,  veho  lived  wit 
house,  and  was  useful  and  companion 
Desmoulins  is  gone  away  *  ;  and  Mrs.  ^ 
so  much  decayed,  that  she  can  add  little  I 
gratifications,  llie  world  passes  away, 
passing  with  it ;  but  there  is,  doubtle 
world,  which  will  endure  for  ever.  Lj 
ourselves  for  it.     I  am,  &c.,         8am.  Jc 

Such  was  the  general  vigour  of  I 
tution,  that  he  recovered  from  thL 
and  severe  attack  with  wonderful  qi 
so  that  in  July  he  was  able  to  make 
Mr.  Langton  at  Rochester,  where 
about  a  fortnight,  and  made  little  exc 
easily  as  at  any  time  of  his  life. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.    THR.^ 

{Extracts.) 

"  London,  Ju 
"  I  have  been  thirteen  days  at  Rod 
am  now  just  returned.  1  came  back  by 
common  l)oat,  twenty  miles  for  a  sh 
when  I  landed  at  Billingsgate  I  carried 
myself  to  Comb  ill  before  I  could  get  a 
was  not  much  incommoded.** 

•'  August  13.  —  Of  this  world,  in  whi 
present  me  as  delighting  to  live,  I  cai 
Since  I  came  home  I  have  only  been 
once  to  Burney's,  once  to  Paradise's,   a 


may  learn  a  great  deal,  and  he  who  knows  will 
fina  his  knowledge  recalled  to  his  mind  in  a  n 
pleasing."  Life.  p.  121.  Mnrnhjr  adda.  that  i 
of  August  he  set  out  for  Lichfield  on  a  visit  i 
Porter ;  and  in  his  way  bark  paid  his  rc>specu  t 
at  Oxford.  But  it  seems  certain  that  hedid  n 
terval  go  to  I^iclifield,  and  there  ia  bvelr  thn 
excursion  to  Oxford.  —  Cbokbr. 
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Reynolds's.  With  Burney  I  saw  Dr.  Rote,  bis 
new  relation,  with  whom  I  have  been  many  yean 
acquainted.  If  I  discovered  no  reliques  of  dis- 
eaice,  I  am  glad ;  but  Fanny's  trade  is  fiction.' 

**  I  have  since  partaken  of  an  epidemical  dis- 
order ;  but  common  evils  produce  no  dejection. 

**  Paradise's  company,  I  fancy,  disappointed  him ; 
I  remember  nobody.  With  Reynolds  was  the 
Archbishop  of  Tuam,  a  man  coarse  of  voice  and 
inelegant  of  language.' 

*'  I  am  now  broken  with  disease,  without  the 
alleviation  of  familiar  friendship  or  domestic 
society ;  I  have  no  middle  state  between  clamour 
and  silence,  between  general  conversation  and  self- 
tormenting  solitude.  licvett  is  dead,  and  poor 
Williams  is  making  haste  to  die :  I  know  not  if  she 
will  ever  come  out  of  her  chamber. 

**  I  am  now  quite  alone ;  but  let  me  turn  my 
thoughts  another  way.** 

**  August  2a  —  Tliis  has  been  a  day  of  great  emo- 
tion ;  the  office  of  the  communion  for  the  nek  has 
been  performed  in  poor  Mrs.  Williams's  chamber.  At 
home  I  see  almost  all  my  companions  dead  or  dying. 
At  Oxford  I  have  just  lost  Wheeler,  the  man  with 
whom  I  most  delighted  to  converse.  The  sense  of 
my  own  diseases,  and  the  sight  of  the  world  sink- 
ing round  me,  oppress  me  perhaps  too  much.  I  hope 
that  all  these  admonitions  will  not  be  vain,  and  that 
I  shall  learn  to  die  as  dear  Williams  is  dying,  who 
was  very  cheerful  before  and  afWr  this  awfiil  solem- 
nity, and  seems  to  resign  herself  with  calmness  and 
hope  upon  eternal  mercy. 

*'  I  read  your  last  kind  letter  with  great  delight; 
but  when  I  came  to  love  and  honour,  what  sprung 
in  my  mind  ?  —  How  loved,  how  honoured  once, 
•vails  thee  not. 

•*  I  sat  to  iMrs.  Reynolds  yesterday  for  my  pic- 
ture, perhaps  the  tenth  time ;  and  I  Mt  for  three 
hours  witli  the  patience  of  mortal  bom  to  bear,** 

**  August  2ij.  —  Tilings  stand  with  me  much  as 
they  have  done  for  some  time.  Mrs.  Williams 
fimcies  now  and  then  tliat  she  grows  better,  but 
her  vital  powers  appear  to  be  slowly  burning  out. 
Nobody  thinks  however,  tliat  she  will  very  soon  be 
quite  wasted ;  and  as  she  suffers  me  to  be  of  very 
little  use  to  her,  I  have  determined  to  pass  some 
time  with  Mr.  Bowles,  near  Salisbury,  and  have 
taken  a  place  for  Thursday. 

♦*  Some  benefit  may  l>e  perhaps  received  from 
change  of  air,  M)me  from  change  of  company,  and 
some  from  mere  change  of  place.  It  is  not  easy  to 
grow  well  in  a  charalM;r  where  one  has  long  l)een 
aick,  and  where  every  thing  seen,  and  every  person 
■peaking,  revives  and  impresses  images  of  pain. 
Though  it  Im;  true  that  no  man  can  run  away  from 
himself,  yet  he  may  escape  from  many  causes  of 
uselc^s  uneasiness.  ThatfA«  mind  i$  its  own  place, 
is  the  IxMst  of  a  fallen  angel  that  had  learned  to 
lie.'  External  locality  has  great  effects,  at  least 
upon  all  embodied  beings.  I  hope  this  little 
journey  will  atlbid  me  at  last  some  suspense  of 
melancholy."] 
—  Letters.' 


1  MiM  Fanny  Dumey.  the  noveiiMt.  had,  it  •eems,  givra 
what  Johnson  feared  wai  too  favourable  an  account  of  hiin. 
<— CaoKca. 

>  lion.  Jo«.  Dcane  Bourke,  afterwards  Earl  of  Blayo.  — 
CaoKiB. 

»  Par.  Lost,  b.  i.  1.2M. 


CHAPTER  LXXVn. 

1783. 

rtsit  to  HieaU.  —  Death  of  Mrs.  WiMiams.  —  Con- 
versation. —  French  lAteraturt.  —  Dr.  Priestley. 
—  Candour.  —  Mrs.  Siddons.  —  Mrs.  Porter.  — 
Kitty    Oive.  —  Mrs.     Pritchard.  —  John    Philip 

Kemble.  —  George  Anne  Bellamy Lord  Carlisle's 

IVagedy. —  Unconstitutional  Influence  of  the  Scotch 
Peers  —  Old  Horses.  —  MicUe's  »*  Lusiad."  — 
Ossian.  —  Rides  for  the  Essex  Head  Club. 

In  Aufjust  he  went  as  far  as  the  neighbourhood 
of  Salisbury,  to  Heale,  the  seat  of  William 
Bowles,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  whom  I  have  heard 
him  praise  for  exemplary  reli^ous  order  in  his 
family.  In  his  diary  I  find  a  short  but  honour- 
able mention  of  this  visit :  —  "  August  28.,  I 
came  to  Heale  without  fatigue.  30th.  I  am 
entertained  quite  to  my  mind.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  BROCKLESBY. 

"  Heale.  near  Salitbury,  Aug.  'Id.  1783. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  Without  appearing  to  want  a 
Just  sense  of  your  kind  attention,  I  cannot  omit  to 
give  an  account  of  the  day  which  seemed  to  appear 
in  some  sort  perilous.  I  rose  at  five,  and  went  out 
at  six ;  and  having  reached  Salisbury  about  nine, 
went  forward  a  few  miles  in  my  friend's  chariot.  I 
was  no  more  wearied  with  the  journey,  though  it 
was  a  high  .hung,  rough  coach,  than  I  diould  have 
been  forty  years  aga  We  sliall  now  see  what  air 
will  do.  The  country  is  all  a  plain ;  and  the  house 
in  which  I  am,  so  fiir  as  I  can  judge  from  my  win- 
dow, for  I  write  before  I  have  left  my  chamber,  is 
sufficiently  pleasant 

**  Be  so  kind  as  to  continue  your  attention  to 
Mrs.  Williams.  It  is  great  consolation  to  the  well, 
and  still  greater  to  the  sick,  that  they  find  thehi- 
selves  not  neglected ;  and  I  know  that  you  will  be 
desirous  of  giving  comfort,  even  where  you  have  no 
great  hope  of  giving  help. 

**  Since  I  wrote  the  former  part  of  the  letter,  I 
find  that  by  the  course  of  the  post  I  cannot  send  it 
before  the  'Ust.     I  am,  &c.,        Sam.  Johnson." 

While  ho  was  here,  he  had  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Brocklesbv,  acquainting;  him  of  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Williams,  which  affected  him  a  good  deal. 
Though  for  several  years  her  temper  had  not 
been  complacent,  t>ne  hml  valuable  qualitie.s 
and  her  departure  left  u  blank  in  his  house. 
Upon  this  occasion  he,  according  to  his  ha- 
bitual course  of  piety,  composed  a  prayer.* 

I  shall  here  ineterta  few  pnrticuhirs  concern- 
ing him,  with  which  1  have  been  favoured  by 
one  of  his  friends. 

**  He  had  once  conceived  the  design  of  writing 
the    Life  of  Oliver    Cromwell,    saying    that    he 


*  Prayi>r«  and  Meditations,  p.  836 — B.  In  bit  letter  to 
MiM  Smaonah  Thrale,  Sept.  9.,  he  thui  writes  :  — 

"  Pray  show  mamma  this  passage  of  a  letter  ttom  Dr. 
Brocklesbv :  — '  Mrs.  Williams,  from  mere  inanition,  bas  at 
length  paid  the  great  del)t  to  nature,  about  three  o'clock  this 
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thought  it  must  be  highly  curious  to  trace  his  ex- 
traordinary rifc  to  the  supreme  poorer  from  so 
obscure  a  beginning.  He  at  length  laid  aside  his 
scheme,  on  discovering  that  all  that  can  be  told  of 
him  is  already  in  print ;  and  that  it  is  impracticable 
to  procure  any  authentic  information  in  addition  to 
what  the  world  is  already  in  possession  of."  * 

"  He  had  likewise  projected,  but  at  what  part  of 
his  life  is  not  known,  a  work  to  show  how  small  a 
quantity  of  real  fiction  there  is  in  the  world ; 
and  that  the  same  images,  with  very  little  varia- 
tion, have  served  all  the  authors  who  have  ever 
written." 

"His  thoughts  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  were 
frequently  employed  on  his  deceased  friends.  lie 
often  muttered  these  or  such  like  sentences  :  '  Poor 
man  !  and  then  he  died.* " 

'•  Speaking  of  a  certain  literary  friend,  '  He  is  a 
very  pompous  puzzling  fellow,*  said  he  :  *  he  lent 
me  a  letter  once  that  somebody  had  written  to  him, 
no  matter  what  it  was  about ;  but  he  wanted  to 
have  the  letter  back,  and  expressed  a  mighty  value 
for  it :  he  hoped  it  was  to  be  met  with  again  ;  he 
would  not  lose  it  for  a  thousand  pounds.  I  laid 
my  hand  upon  it  soon  afterwards,  and  gave  it  him. 
I  believe  I  said  I  was  very  glad  to  have  met  with 
it.  Oh,  then  he  did  not  know  that  it  signified  any 
thing.  So  you  see,  when  the  letter  was  lost  it  was 
worth  a  thousand  pounds,  and  when  it  was  found 
it  was  not  worth  a  farthing.'  '* 

**  'Hie  style  and  character  of  his  conversation  is 
pretty  generally  known:  it  was  certainly  con- 
ducted in  conformity  with  a  precept  of  Ijord  Bacon, 
but  it  is  not  clear,  I  apprehend,  that  this  confor- 
mity was  either  perceived  or  intended  by  Johnson, 
llie  precept  alluded  to  is  as  follows  :  *  In  all  kinds 
of  speech,  cither  pleasant,  grave,  severe,  or  ordi- 
nary, it  is  convenient  to  speak  leisurely,  and  rather 
drawlingly  than  hastily  :  l)ecau<ie  hasty  speech  con- 
founds  the  memory,    and  oftentimes,  besides  the 


laoming  (Sept.  C).  She  died  without  a  itruggle,  reuining 
her  facuUici  entire  to  the  rpry  hat ;  and,  u  tlio  cx|>rcs»tnl  it, 
having  tet  her  house  in  order,  was  prepared  to  leave  It  at  Uic 
last  tumniont  of  nature." 
In  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  Sept.  22.,  he  adds :  — 
"  Poor  Williams  has,  I  hope,  seen  the  end  of  her  aflllc 
tinns.  She  acted  with  prudence,  and  she  txire  with  fortitude. 
She  has  left  me. 

•Thou  thy  weary  task  hast  done. 
Homo  art  gone,  and  taVn  thy  wages.' 

Had  she  had  good-humour  and  prompt  elocution,  her  uni- 
Ters.il  furiosity  and  comiirehensirc  knowledge  would  have 
made  her  tlie  delight  of  ail  tliat  knew  her.  She  left  her  little 
to  j'our  rh,irity-sch««l."  —  Malone. 

'  Mr.  Malone  observes,  "This,  however,  was  entirely  a 
mistako,  as  appears  from  the  Memoirs  publixhed  by  Mr. 
Niihlc.  Il.id  Johnson  been  furnished  with  the  materials 
uhicii  the  industry  of  that  gentleman  has  proeured,  and  with 
iMhers  which  it  is  liell«ved  are  yet  preserved  in  manuscript, 
he  would,  without  doul>t.  have  producptl  a  most  valuable  and 
curious  hiitory  of  Cromwell's  life."—  Honwell.  I  may  add, 
that,  hail  Johnson  givpii  us  a  Life  of  Cromwell,  we  should 
not  have  bern  di'sgustttl  in  numtiertcns  instances  with  — 
"  .My  I^»rd  Protwlor"  and  "  My  Lady  PaoTFciaEas  :"  and 
Cfrtainly  the  brutal  nitHan  who  prosidtrd  in  the  bloody 
assi'nihiy  that  murdered  tiieir  sovereign  would  have  been 
characterised  by  very  diRiirent  epithets  than  those  which  arc 
applioil  to  him  in  this  work,  where  we  tlnd  hnn  described  as 
"  Ihi'  BOLD  and  UKTfcaMiNEo  Brailshaw."  —  Malonk. 

3  Hints  for  C^ivii  Conversation.  —  ^acu«'«  tVorkt,  4to. 
vol.  I.  p.  .'Sri.—  Malone. 

^  I  do  not  wond«T  at  Johnson's  displeasure  when  the  name 
of  Dr.  Priestlry  was  mentioned  ;  for  I  know  no  writer  who 
has  been  sufferiHl  to  publish  more  nerniciotis  d«M:trinns.  I 
shall  histaiicc  only  three.    Fir»t,  htaterialum  i  by  which 


1  ... 


unseemliness,  drives  a  man  cither  to  s 
nonplus,  or  Iiarping  on  that  which  si 
whereas  a  slow  speech  confirmeth  \ 
addeth  a  conceit  of  wisdom  to  the  be 
a  seemliness  of  speech  and  eounteo 
Johnson's  method  of  conversation  w 
calculated  to  excite  attention,  and  t 
instruct  (as  it  happened ),  without  wca 
fusing  his  company.  He  was  aiwai 
fectly  clear  and  perspicuous  ;  and  his' 
so  accurate,  and  his  sentences  so  neatlj 
that  his  conversation  might  have  bee 
without  any  correction.  At  the  same 
easy  and  natural ;  the  accuracy  of  it  ha 
ance  of  labour,  constrafnt,  or  stifTnesf 
more  correct  than  others  by  the  force  < 
the  customary  exercises  of  his  powerfu 
"  lie  spoke  often  in  praise  uf   Front 

*  The  French  are  excellent  in  tliis,*  lie 

*  they  have  a  book  on  every  .subject.* 
he  had  seen  of  them  he  denitd  tlieni  I 
superior  politeness,  and  mentioned,  wit) 
disgust,  the  custom  they  have  of  spii 
floors  of  their  apartments.  •  TIhs,'  itait 
'is  as  gross  a  tiling  as  can  well  be  dor. 
wonders  how  any  man,  or  set  uf  men,  c 
so  offensive  a  practice  for  a  whole  da 
one  should  expect  that  the  fir&t  eflTort  t 
lisation  would  remove  it  even  among  s. 

"  Baxter's  '  Reasons  of  the  Christia 
he  thought  contained  the  best  cuUec 
evidences  of  the  divinity  of  the  Christii 

*♦  Chyraistry  was  always  an  interest 
with  Dr.  Johnson.  Whilst  he  was  in  \ 
attended  some  experiments  that  wvrc 
physician  at  Salisbury  on  the  iiewr  kind: 
the  course  of  the  experiments  freque 
being  made  of  Dr.  Priestley,  Dr.  Jt>hn! 
brows,  and  in  a  stern  manner  inquired 
we  hear  so  much  of  Dr.  Priestley  ?  *  ■    I 


mind  is  denied  to  human  nature ;  which,  if  b 
deprive  us  of  every  elevated  principle.  Secund 
or  the  doctrine  that  every  action,  whether  gt 
included  in  an  unchangeal>le  and  uiiavoitlab 
notion  utterly  subversive  of  inorni  g<>\crnmri 
that  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that  tUx^/Hture  • 
as  he  is  pleased  to  inform  lu,  will  be  adapti^ 
improved  nature)  will  be  materially  differea 
which,  if  believed,  would  sink  wretched  mortals 
as  they  could  no  longi-r  hope  for  thu  "  ri*st  cl 
for  the  people  of  Gmi,"  or  for  that  hRpi>iii|.|k 
veadeti  to  us  as  something  licyond  our  pri-sc-ut 
but  would  feel  thi'insuUes  dcmmrd  to  a  cttntin 
uneasy  state  under  which  they  now  groan.  1  f 
the  petulant  intemperance  with  which  he  dares 
venerable  establishments  >•»(  his  country.  As  ; 
his  writings,  I  shall  quotp  th»«  follow ine*  p« 
appears  to  me  e<|ually  absurd  and  impiuiis.  and 
have  l>een  ri>torted  upon  him  b;  thf  men*  w  ho 
cuted  for  burning  his  house.  *'•  I  cannnt."  m 
nt'Cfstarian[mt*\\\n^n€ccstitarian'\.  hate  any  n 
I  c<m»idcr  him  as  btiufi,  in  nil  re^[tect«,  jti^t  ^ 
modi'  him  to  6i-,-  and  also  as  dtn'ntf,  with  rraprct  li 
but  what  he  was  i-jtpn'uii/  deugnrd  and  apiM,intr 
Iti'ing  till'  only  ratur,  and  mm  nothing  more  th^ 
mruU  in  hi«  hands  to  rxrcut,'  nit  kis  ftlfasurv  ' 
tioni  of  Philosophirat  Srce*sitjf,  p.  I||.  The  h 
Parr,  in  a  late  tract,  apjwars  l«)  suppusi*  th.it  /)r 
omii/  nidurrd,  but  almost  $t>linti'd,  an  irifrrri-' 
Pr'ifsUey.  In  justice  to  Dr.  JolniMtn.  1  lU-cUrc  n 
that  he  never  did.  My  illiiiitnouk  triuiid'  wa< 
resolute  in  not  giving  countenance  to  nit>n  whnf( 
considered  as  ijeruiciiHis  to  xociKy.  I  w.-w  nrmei 
when  Dr.  Price,  even  before  he  had  rtMuiorcti 
genfrally  obuoxhnis  by  hin  n'ld  for  the  1-Vench 
came  into  a  company  where  Johnson  w-a»  «rho  I 
the   room.    Much    mure  would    he  have  ren 
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pixiperly  Bhiwered,  *  Sir,   ti«pnii««  w«  »re  indeMe^l 

t0  bim  for  these  important  diicovcriM. '  On  tbiA 
Dr.  Johnson  appeared  v«U  cootfini ;  and  replind, 

*  Well,  well,  I  believe  w«  trej  and  let  evwj  man 
fanvc  lbs  honour  he  htti  merited/  " 

"  A  friend  wan  one  da^^  about  two  yeatf  btifore 
bis  deaths  atrui^lc  with  stime  instance  of  Dr.  John- 
■ob'*  great  nadotir.  *  Well,  Sir,*  fuid  |i«,  '  I  will 
always  lay  that  you  nte  a  very  c«i)ciid  man  *  '  Will 
you  ?^  replied  the  doctor  ;  *  I  doubt  then  you  wilt 
be  very  singular.      But,  indeed,  Sir,'  continued  ht", 

•  I  Joolc  upoQ  myself  to  be  a  man  very  much  mts- 
widjentood,  I  am  not  an  uncandtd,  nor  am  I  a 
KTcre  man.  I  sometimes  say  more  than  I  meiui, 
Id  je»t ;  and  people  are  apt  to  belicre  me  KrtoiiW  ; 
luiwerer^  I  ani  more  cuitdid  tban  I  was  when  I 
was  younger.  As  I  know  more  of  mankind,  I  eK« 
peet  less  of  them,  and  am  ready  now  to  call  a  mxa 
a  ffood  man  upon  easier  t^ms  tiian  I  was  for- 
merly. "* 

[JOHNSON  TO  BARBER.' 

*'  Heale,  S«pt.  16,  ITKI. 
■*  Dmae  Feakcib^ —  T  rather  wonder  that  you  bare 
i     omttT  written  i  but  that  U  now  not  neceisary,  for  I 
I     purpOM  to   be   with    [you]    on   'Diursday   before 
I     dinner.      As  Hiursday  is  my  birth-dsy,   t  would 
bare  a  little  dinner  got,  and  would  have  you  invite 
Mrs,  DMmoutinR,  Mrs.  Davis  thsl  was  about  Mrs. 
Williaiiit,  and    Mr^  Allen  and  Mrt.   Gardiner.      I 
mn,  youfB,  &e.,  Sam.  Joej  irao w,"] 

—  Hatvood  MSS, 

On  lii»  rotuTD  from  Heale  he  wrote  to  Dr. 
Bomejr :  — 

**  I  came  home  on  the  l&th  of  September,  at 
Doo&t  Co  a  T^ry  diseonsolatt!  house.  You  and  I 
have  lost  our  frienrb ;  but  you  liare  more  friends  at 
luitne.  My  domestic  companion  b  taken  from  me. 
She  is  mueb  tai«ed,  for  her  ac(|itij^itioni  «rerc  mauy, 
and  her  curiosUy  uni venal ;  so  that  she  partook  of 
every  coof  enation.  Jam  not  well  enough  to  go 
mueh  out ;  and  to  sit,  and  cat  or  iast  alonep  is  very 
vcariaome.  I  always,  mean  to  fend  my  compli* 
to  all  the  ladies. " 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  MONTAGU." 

*Septein!wr».  17*3, 
»  Ma  nan,--' That  respeut  which  is  always  due 

.   to  beneficence  make^  it  flt  tlmt   you  should  bt!  in. 

i  fiinncd,  otlierwcu;  than  by  the  p«pi?rs  thiit,  oti  the 
J.  fitb  of  this  monthf  died  your  peoi^ioncr,  Aiuia 
tJ  Williams^  of  whom  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  she 
1  receiTed  your  bounty  with  grititude,  and  enjoyed 
'j  it  with  propriety.  You  per)U|>s  hAve  still  het 
^  Itfwyers. 
I        »*  You  haTC,  M*d*in,  the  satisfaction  of  havlfig 


WhopvHT  wiihri  to  ice  a  pe^rriYt  tl«l  Ineatlan  of 
nla  tit^arg  Jack^aU  Trodtt  fnaf  flnU  H  In  an  iDgL-niouj 
tract,  eiiUti«i  ".4  Sttnui  IVknf^.  tjeinitA  qf  Dr.  Fntatfj/." 
pitalm.  Tot  Klflojittini,  In  Si,  Pbul'i  Churrhyard.— BofiWRu,. 
Tlw  Tot f%ii\asT>iAf  pitKlaecd  a.  Tep\j  fr»in  l>r.  Pwr  Hifnt. 
Mtmfi.  Marcii,  17^"^).  in  whirH  be  mdestoureiJ  tfi  tuppnrt  bit 
WHrtion  b*  FVldvtiCk',  which,  howt^r,  really  euntf«lict»fl 
Utti>  For  iDftCcdl  at  Juhnion'i  havlnr  aotirilfd  aa.  inter vtrv 
(urbkh  vu  tliF  paint  In  i]Uj»u(rh  Hr,  Faft  U  ohllg^d  to 
adl&lt  Ihst  thr  raeflifig  w&n  at  Ifr.  ParsdUcH  dmmer-taklr, 
Ifaat  Dr.  JDhniaa  did  nut  tuiieii  ike  mi^rrifw^  bm  w*!  i»  nrc 
Ibat  Dt,  Pifoitltfr  MTU  invited,  aud  CJuit  he  lirhavrd  to  him 
vttliel'lliUf'  ;  ''n^t  ihcn  L>r.  Pan  coocIimIh,  ln«  wtf  that  do^ 
Bttlvervdit  dthvr  tu  liii  sccufJicT  or  bis  tMutdour.  "  ShouM 
Mr.  Bo«v«4i  tie  pte.iii<<L  to  tnafntalii  tbat  Dr.  Johniofi  rjtbpr 
~  to  iJm  Interrkw^  Uua  ^m^i  wtteatd  M.  I  sball 


alleviated  the  sufiiaringa  of  a  woman  of  great  merit, 
both  intellectual  and  moral.  Her  curiosity  wna 
universal,  her  knowledgie  was  very  eitemiTe,  and 
she  softaiJQed  Forty  years  of  misery  with  fileady  for* 
titude.  Thirty  yean,  and  more  she  had  faeea  my 
eompanion,  and  her  death  ha«  left  me  very  desolate. 
'*  That  I  hav«  not  written  sooner^  you  may  im- 
pute to  abseiiK^e,  to  ill  health,  to  any  tiling  rsthtr 
thnf)  want  of  regard  to  the  benefaetrctt  of  my  de- 
parted friend.  I  ara^  Madam,  your  most  bumble 
servant,  Si.».  Jouiraoir/'J 

—  Mfmtagu  MSS. 

His  fortitude  and  patience  met  with  seTere 
triida  duri&g  this  year.  The  stroke  of  the 
piilfly  boa  been  related  cir«ttmetanttnlly ;  but 
he  waa  alao  afilict«d  with  the  ^out,  and  waa 
bcstdes  troubled  with  a  compluint  wMcib  not 
ouljr  waa  at tended  with  iimnediate  incon- 
venience, but  threatened  bim  witli  a  chlrtir- 
gicai  operatLODf  frotu  which  mosi  men  would 
shrink.  The  comnlaint  was  o  sarfMcde^  whiuh 
JohnaoQ  bore  wita  uncommon  firnme$«,  and 
was  not  at  all  frightened  while  he  looked 
forwftiNi  to  ftmputation,  He  was  attended  by^ 
Mr.  Fott  and  Mr,  Crulkabank.  I  have  before 
tne  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  July,  thia  year,  to 
Mr.  Cruikshwik,  in  which  he  says,  "  1  am  going 
lo  {>ut  myself  into  your  hand^  ;  '^  and  another, 
accompanying  a  set  of  his  *'  Lives  of  the  Poets,'* 
in  which  nc  says,  "  I  beg  your  aceept^ce  of 
these  Tolumefli  aa  an  ackiiowledgment  of  the 
great  favours  which  you  have  bestowed  on, 
Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  moat  htimble 
servant."  I  have  in  my  posaeaaSon  neveral 
more  letters  from  him  to  Mr.  Cruikihank,  and 
abo  to  Dr.  Mudge  at  Plymouth,  which  it 
would  be  iinprni)er  to  insert,  as  they  are  filled 
with  tttipkasmg  teebnical  detaib.  I  »hall,  bow* 
ever,  extract  from  bis  letters  to  Ur.  Mudge 
9.ucb  possitges  as  show  either  a  feliL'ity  of  ex- 
pression, or  the  undaunted  sUite  of  his  mind, 

"  My  eonvietion  of  your  skill,  and  my  belief  of 
your  friendship,  determine  me  to  entreat  your 
opinion  and  advice.  In  this  state  I  with  great 
esmeatness  destire  you  to  tell  m«  what  U  to  be  done. 
EKcUion  U  daubtU>»  mN^eiaafy  to  the  cure^  and  I 
know  not  any  me»n>i  of  pallmtlon.  'llie  operation 
if  doutjtlcu  painful;  but  is  it  dangcrouK?  The 
pain  I  hope  to  endure  wirh  decency  |  but  I  am  loath 
to  put  life  into  mueh  hazard.  By  representing  (he 
gout  A3  an  Hntagooist  to  the  palsy,  you  have  said 
enough  to  make  it  welcome,  "Hiis  {■  not  sirietly 
the  first  fit,  but  I  hop«  it  Is  aa  good  as  the  first  i 


not  ot)J««t  td!  tbfl  chsngc   Oif  fra;pre*itoEi  "  —  tho  made  qftx- 

tton,  leafing  l)r.  Farr  nUboui  a  shadinr  of  eidue  for  hit 
liilare|ir««ntjtl0n.—  CSOSER. 

I  1  hive  thougbi  li  wurih  *hll«  to  prn^rt*  tbii  note  (no* 
indudnl  }n  mf  former  edttlim).  tn  t|>aw  that  JoIiuhhi  h*4 
doir  n*4^rv{iriir  ihp  rrJucrJiJiice  to  lt?<-(iiiis^  hU  b^rtttdajr  ( frafi . 

!i,  liSrt,  n.  I  >,   or   at    Ijeait   could  Indulge  liki  more  Iniiiasir 
rl^di  wiEb  tha4  ceiebfaciim.—  Cuoass.  LM7. 

'  A»  Mi»t  WlTHami  «i|oftid  4  pitoil^Ki  lYom  Mrt.  If  onlatti. 
JohnioD  thought  hlmHlf  Ijounu  Id  acauaioll  iHr  with  tli« 
dealh  of  th*  objrci  of  tier  chaiUf .  ThU  p«iijl«a  waj  Id 
truth  an  tndJnct  bentfactlon  lo  JohnHHi  hlnuelf,  aii4  wa« 
prntiatilr  10  meSttt  bjf  tlim  drclleSM  itod  Courledu*  durttf  of 
tiMt  excei^t  ladif .  ^  Coo  nmm.,  i  i3l~4T. 
3b  2 
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for  it  ift  the  second  that  ever  confined  me ;  and  the 
first  was  ten  years  ago,  much  less  fierce  and  fiery 
than  thb.  Write,  dear  Sir,  what  you  can  to  in- 
form or  encourage  me.  The  operation  is  not  de- 
layed by  any  fears  or  objections  of  mine." 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

"  London,  Sept.  29. 1783. 
'*  DxAa  Sir,  —  You  may  very  reasonably  charge 
me  with  insensibility  of  your  kindness  and  that  of 
Lady  Rothes,  since  I  have  suffered  so  much  time 
to  pass  without  paying  any  acknowledgment.  I 
now,  at  last,  return  my  thanks ;  and  why  I  did  it 
not  sooner  I  ought  to  tell  you.  I  went  into  Wilt- 
shire as  soon  as  I  well  could,  and  was  there  much 
employed  in  palliating  my  own  malady.  Disease 
produces  much  selfishness.  A  man  in  pain  is  look- 
ing after  ease,  and  lets  most  other  things  go  as 
chance  shall  dispose  of  them.  In  the  mean  time  I 
have  lost  a  companion  (Mrs.  Williams),  to  whom  I 
have  had  recourse  for  domestic  amusement  for 
thirty  years,  and  whose  variety  of  knowledge  never 
was  exhausted ;  and  now  return  to  a  hsd>itation 
vacant  and  desolate.  I  carry  about  a  very  trouble- 
some and  dangerous  complaint,  which  admits  no 
cure  but  by  the  chirurgical  knife.  Let  me  have 
your  prayers.     I  am,  &c.,       *'  Sam.  Johnsok." 

Happily  the  complaint  abated  without  his 
being  [)ut  to  the  torture  of  amputation.  But 
we  must  surely  admire  the  manly  resolution 
which  he  discovered  while  it  hung  over  him. 

In  a  letter  to  the  same  gentleman  he  writes, 
"The  gout  has  within  these  four  days  come 
upon  me  with  a  violence  which  I  never  ex- 
perienced before.  It  made  me  helpless  as  an 
mfant"  And  in  another,  having  mentioned 
Mrs.  Williams,  he  say.s  — "  whose  death 
following  that  of  Levett  has  now  made  my 
house  a  solitude.  She  left  her  little  substance 
to  a  charity-school.*  She  is,  I  hope,  where 
there  is  neither  darkness  ^  nor  want,  nor 
sorrow." 

I  wrote  to  him,  begging  to  know  the  state 
of  his  health,  and  mentioned  that  "  Baxter's 
Anacreon,  which  is  in  the  library  at  Au- 
chinleek,  was,  I  find,  collated  by  my  father  in 
1727  with  the  MS.  belonging  to  the  University 
of  Leaden,  and  he  has  made  a  number  of  notes 
upon  it.  Would  you  advise  me  to  publish  a 
new  edition  of  it?"  His  answer  was  dated 
September  30. 

*'  You  should  not  make  your  letters  such  rari- 
ties, when  you  know,  or  might  know,  the  uniform 
.state  of  my  health.  It  is  very  long  since  I  heard 
from  you  ;  and  that  I  have  not  answered  is  a  very 
insufficient  reason  for  the  silence  of  a  friend.  Your 
Anacreon  is  a  very  uncommon  book  :  neither  Lon- 


>  To  the  "  Ladie**  Charity  School,"  in  King  Street,  Snow 
Hill,  instituted  in  1702.  and  where  Mra.Williamt's  portrait  is 
•till  to  be  aeeii,  with  the  notice  of  her  benefactions  thui  re- 
corded on  the  wall! :  — 

"  I7K3.  Mrs.  AnnaWilliami,  by  gift  in  the  3  per  cent.  Stock, 
2001. 

'•  1784.    Alio   by  her  will.  In  cash,  &c.,"    157/.   lAs.  — 

P.  CUNMINGHAM. 

3  In  allusion  to  her  blindneu.  —  Crokbo. 
'  The  last  line  of  an  epigramniAtic  distich  of  an  Italian 
poet  on  the  Duke  of  Modenai  s  running  away  fhnn  a  comet. 


don  nor  Cambridge  can  supply  a 
edition.  Wliether  it  should  be  reprim 
not  do  better  than  consult  Lord  Haih 
my  constant  and  radical  disease,  I  h 
these  ten  days  much  harassed  with  th 
that  has  now  remitted.  I  hope  God  v 
me  a  little  longer  life,  and  make  me 
appear  before  him." 

[JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYN 
-Oe 

"Dear  Madam, —  I  am  T«sry  ill 
to  my.  former  illness  is  superadded  the 
now  without  shoes,  and  I  have  been  1 
motionless. 

**  To  my  other  afRictions  is  added  so! 
Williams,  a  companion  of  thirty  years, 
is  a  comfort  to  me  to  have  you  near 
Madam,  your  most  humble  servant, 
—  Reynolds  MSS.  «*  Sam.  J 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THR. 
(Extracts.^ 

"  London,  Oct 

"  I  yet  sit  without  shoes,  with  my  1 
pillow,  but  my  pain  and  weakness  are  n 
and  I  am  no  longer  crawling  upon  two 
the  gout  my  mind  is  reconciled  by  am 
from  Mr.  Mudge,  in  which  he  vehera 
the  excision,  and  tells  me  that  the  gout 
me  from  every  thing  paralytic.  If  this 
am  ready  to  say  to  the  arthritic  pains,  .. 
Offni  di,  durate  vn  anno.* 

•*  My  physician  in  ordinary  is  I>r.  '. 
who  comes  almost  every  day  ;  my  surge 
Pott's  absence,  is  Mr.  Cruikshank,  t 
reader  in  Dr.  Hunter's  school.  Neitfat 
however,  do  much  more  than  look  and 
general  health  of  my  body  is  as  good  a 
ever  known  it  —  almost  as  good  as 
member. 

"  The  carriage  which  you  supposed  n 
by  my  weakness  was  the  common  Sal  is 
high  hung,  and  driven  to  Salisbury  in 
was  not  fatigued. 

"  Mr.  Pott  has  been  out  of  town,  but 
see  him  soon,  and  will  then  tell  you  so 
the  main  affair,  of  which  there  seems  d 
better  prospect. 

•*  This  afternoon  I  have  given  [tea 
Cholmondeley,  Mrs.  Way  Lady  Sheft 
tion,  Mr.  Kindersley*  the  describer  of  Ii 
ners,  and  another  anonymous  lady. 

"  As  Mrs.  Williams  received  a  pension 
Montagu,  it  was  fit  to  notify  her  death, 
count  has  brought  me  a  letter  not  onl 
tender  ;  so  I  hope  peace  is  proclaimed." 

"  October  9.  Two  nights  ago  Mr.  Bui 
me  a  lung  time.     lie  seems  much  pleas4 


Se  ol  Tf  nJr  Tostro,  principe  sen  vann<i 
Dch  1  Tcnga  ogni  di,  durate  un  aiux>; 
which  Johnson  himself  translated  — 

If  at  your  coming  princes  disanpcar 
Comets,  come  every  day  and  star  a  Ve 
See  Piozzft  Anecdotes,  p.  53 

*  N.  E.  Kindersley,  Esq.,  of  the  Bast  India 
service,  who  afterwards  published  **■  Skm^m^ 
Literature."  -  Chokbr,  1847.  frctmem 
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journey.  We  had  both  seen  Stonehenge  this  summer 
for  the  first  time.  I  told  him  that  the  view  had 
enabled  mc  to  confute  two  opinions  which  have  been 
advanced  about  it.  One,  that  the  materials  are  not 
natural  stones,  but  an  artificial  composition  hardened 
by  time.  This  notion  is  as  old  as  Camden's 
time  ;  and  has  this  strong  argument  to  support  it, 
that  stone  of  that  species  is  nowhere  to  be  found. 
The  other  opinion,  advanced  by  Dr.  Charlton,  is, 
that  it  was  erected  by  the  Danes. 

••  Mr.  Bowies  made  me  observe,  that  the  trans- 
verae  stones  were  fixed  on  the  perpendicular  sup- 
porters by  a  knob  formed  on  the  top  of  the  upright 
•tone,  which  entered  into  a  hollow  cut  in  the  cross- 
ing stone.  This  is  a  proof  that  the  enormous 
edifice  was  raised  by  a  people  who  had  not  yet  the 
knowledge  of  mortar';  which  cannot  be  supposed 
of  the  Danes,  who  came  hither  in  ships,  and  were 
not  ignorant  certainly  of  the  arts  of  life.  This 
proves  also  the  stones  not  to  be  factitious ;  for  they 
that  could  mould  such  durable  masses  could  do 
much  more  than  make  mortar,  and  could  have  con- 
tinued the  transverse  from  the  upright  part  with 
the  same  paste. 

**  You  have  doubtless  seen  Stonehenge ;  and  if 
you  have  not,  I  should  think  it  a  hard  task  to  make 
an  adequate  description. 

**  It  is  in  my  opinion  to  be  referred  to  the  earliest 
habitation  of  the  island,  as  a  druidical  monument 
of,  at  least,  two  thousand  years ;  probably  the  most 
ancient  work  of  man  upon  the  island.  Salisbury 
cathedral  and  its  neighbour  Stonehenge  are  two 
eminent  monuments  of  art  and  rudeness,  and  may 
■how  the  first  essay  and  the  last  perfection  in  archi- 
tecture." 

—  Letters, 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

"  London.  Octolwr  27. 1783. 

**  Mr  DKAEKST  Dear.  —  I  am  able  enough  to 
write,  for  I  have  now  neither  sickness  nor  pain ; 
only  the  gout  has  left  my  ancles  somewhat  weak. 

**  While  the  weather  favours  you,  and  the  air 
does  you  good,  stay  in  the  country :  when  you  come 
home,  I  hope  we  Khali  often  see  one  another,  and 
enjoy  that  friendship  to  which  no  time  is  likely  to 
put  an  end  on  the  part  of,  Madam,  your  most 
bumble  servant,  Sam.  Johnson.'*] 

—  Reyn.  MSS. 

Tie  this  autumn  received  a  visit  from  the 
celebrated  Mrs.  Siddons.  He  gives  this  ac- 
count of  it  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale 
(Oct.  27.):  — 

**  Mrs.  Siddons,  in  her  visit  to  me,  behaved  with 
great  modesty  and  propriety,  and  left  nothing  be- 
hind her   to  be   censured   or   despised.     Neither 


*  Surely  not.  We  who  have  the  use  of  morUr  use  what 
era  called  mortices  ;  ■imilar  in  principle  at  least  to  the  kno&i 
and  koUotrs  of  Stonehenge —  Cborir. 

<  This  ^eat  iirtor  and  amiable  and  accompliihed  man  left 
llM  ttage  in  1816,  and  died  26th  Februarjr,  1823.  at  Lausane. 
Id  hia  own  day  lie  had  no  competitor  in  any  walk  of  tragedy  ; 
and  thoM  (of  whom  I  knew  leveral)  who  remembered  Barry. 
MoMop,  Henderaon.  and  Garrick,  admitted,  that  in  characters 
of  high  tragic  dignity,  luch  aa  Hamlet,  Coriolanut,  Alexander, 
C^o,  he  excelled  all  bit  predeceMori.  almoit  as  much  as  hla 
•Istflr  did  all  actreMes  in  the  female  characten  of  the  same 
lieralc  dasi.  1  nerer  saw  any  that  approached  to  either.  She. 
It  Is  agreed,  was  never  cxcellfd,  and  he  by  Garrick  alone,  and 
by  Garrkk  only  in  his  universality.    In  such  characters  as  1 


praise  nor  money,  the  two  powerful  corruptors  of 
mankind,  seem  to  have*  depraved  her.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  her  again.  Her  brother  Kemble  "  calls 
on  me,  and  pleases  me  very  well.  Mrs.  Siddons 
and  I  talked  of  plays ;  and  she  told  me  her  inten- 
tion of  exhibiting  this  winter  the  characters  of 
Constance,  Catharine,  and  Isabella ',  in  Shak- 
speare." 

Mr.  Kemble  has  favoured  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing minute  of  what  passed  at  this  visit :  — 

**  When  Mrs.  Siddons  came  into  the  room,  there 
happened  to  be  no  chair  ready  for  her,  which  he 
observing  said,  with  a  emile,  *  Madam,  you  who  so 
often  occasion  a  want  of  seats  to  other  people,  will 
the  more  easily  excuse  the  want  of  one  yourself 

•*  Having  placed  himself  by  her,  he,  with  great 
good  humour,  entered  upon  a  consideration  of  the 
English  drama ;  and,  among  other  inquiries,  par- 
ticularly asked  her  which  of  Shakspeare's  characters 
she  was  most  pleased  with.  Upon  her  answering 
that  she  thought  the  character  of  Queen  Catharine, 
in  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  most  natural :  *  I  think 
so  too.  Madam,'  said  he ;  *  and  whenever  you  per- 
form it,  I  will  once  more  hobble  out  to  the  theatre 
myself.'  Mrs.  Siddons  promised  she  would  do 
herself  the  honour  of  acting  his  favourite  part  for 
him  ;  but  many  circumstances  happened  to  prevent 
the  representation  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  during 
the  doctor's  life.* 

"  In  the  course  of  the  evening  he  thus  gave  his 
opinion  upon  the  merits  of  some  of  the  principal 
performers  whom  he  remembered  to  have  seen  upon 
the  stage.  *  Mrs.  Porter  in  the  vehemence  of  rage, 
and  Mrs.  Clive  in  the  sprightlineac  of  humour,  I 
have  never  seen  equalled.  What  Clive  did  best, 
she  did  better  than  Garrick  ;  but  could  not  do  half 
so  many  things  well :  she  was  a  better  romp  than 
any  I  ever  saw  in  nature.  Pritchard,  in  common 
life,  was  a  vulgar  idiot ;  she  would  talk  of  her 
gownd .-  but,  when  she  appeared  upon  the  stage, 
seemed  to  be  inspired  by  gentility  and  understand- 
ing. I  once  talked  with  Colley  Cibber,and  thought 
him  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  his  art.  Garrick, 
Madam,  was  no  dcclaimer ;  there  was  not  one  of 
his  own  scene-shifters  who  could  not  have  spoken 
To  be  or  not  to  be  better  than  he  did :  yet  he  was 
the  only  actor  I  ever  saw,  whom  I  could  call  a 
master  both  in  tragedy  and  comedy ;  though  I 
liked  him  best  in  comedy.  A  true  conception  of 
character,  and  natural  expression  of  it,  were  his 
distinguished  excellences'  Having  expatiated, 
with  his  usual  force  and  eloquence,  on  Mr.  Gar- 
rick's  extraordinary  eminence  as  an  actor,  he  con- 
cluded with  this  compliment  to  his  social  talents: 
And  after  all.  Madam,  I  thought  him  less  to  be 
envied  on  the  stage  than  at  the  head  of  a  table." 


have  mentioned,  those  who  had  seen  both  preferred  Kemble, 
whose  countenance  and  Bgure  were  more  suited  to  those  paru. 

—  CaOKBK. 

>  Isabella  in  Shakespeare's  Mramre  for  Meeuitre.  Mrs. 
Siddons  had  made  her  flrtt  rrmarkabU  appearance  In  Isabella 
in  the  FaUl  Mariiage.  She  had  before  appeared  in  the  season 
of  1775  with  little  success,  then  retired,  and  reappeared  as 
above  stated  in  17H2.  —  Caoaaa,  1831-47. 

«  It  was  acted  many  years  after  with  critical  attention  to 
historical  acccuracy.  and  with  great  success.  Mrs.  Siddons 
played  Catharine  :  Mr.  Kemble.  Wolsey  ;  Mr.  Charles  Kem- 
ble, Cromwell.  There  Is  an  Interesting  picture,  by  Harlow 
(since  engraved),  of  the  trial  scene,  with  poriraHs  of  all  the 
performers.  —  CaoKaa. 

3b  3 
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Johnson,  indeed,  had  t]|)ought  more  upon  the 
subject  of  noting  than  might  be  generally  sun- 

Eose<l.  Talking  of  it  one  day  to  Mr.  Kcmble, 
e  said,  "Are  you,  Sir,  one  of  those  enthusiasts 
who  believe  yourself  transformed  into  the  very 
character  you  represent?"  Upon  Mr.  Kem- 
ble's  answering,  that  he  had  never  felt  so 
stnmg  a  jHsrsuasion  himself ',  "  To  be  sure  not. 
Sir,"  said  Johnson ;  "  the  thing  is  imix)ssible. 
And  if  Garrick  really  believed  himself  to  be 
that  monster,  Richard  the  Third,  he  ilesen-ed 
to  be  hange<I  every  time  he  pcrforme<l  it." 

My  worthy  friend,  Mr.  John  Nichols,  was 
present  when  Mr.  Henderson,  the  actor,  paid  a 
visit  to  Dr.  Johnson,  and  was  received  in  a 
very  courteous  manner.  See  Gent.  Mag. 
Juno  1791.  — I  found  among  Dr.  Johnson's 
papers  the  following  letter  to  him,  from  the 
celebrated  Mrs.  Bellamy :  — 

" No.  10.  Duke  .Street.  St  Jamo'a.  May  II.  \7KX 
*'  Sir,  —  The  flattering  remembrance  of  the  par- 
tiality yuii  honoured  me  with  some  ycara  ago,  as 
well  &1  the  humanity  you  arc  known  to  posjtcss, 
has  encouraged  mc  to  solicit  your  patronage  at  my 
lienefit,  l)y  a  long  Chancery  suit,  and  a  com- 
plicated train  of  unfortunate  events,  I  am  reduced 
to  the  greatest  distress  ;  which  obliges  me,  once 
more,  to  request  the  indulgence  of  the  public. 
Give  me  leave  to  solicit  the  honour  of  your  com- 
pany, and  to  assure  you,  if  you  grant  my  re(]uest, 
the  gratification  I  shall  feci  from  l>eing  patronised 
by  Dr.  Johnson  will  be  infinitely  superior  to  any 
advantage  that  may  arise  from  tlie  bonefit ;  as  I 
am,  with  the  profoundest  respect,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  G.  A.  Bf.i.lamy.** 

I  am  happy  in  recording  these  particular.**, 
which  prove  that  my  illustri<ius  friend  lived 
to  thinlc  much  more  favourably  of  players 
than  he  appears  to  have  done  in  the  early  part 
of  his  life.* 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  rORTEIL 

"  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street.  Not.  10.  1783. 

"Dear  Madam, — The  death  of  poor  Mr. 
Porter,  of  which  your  maid  has  sent  me  an  account, 
must  Ijave  very  much  surprised  you.  'Die  death 
of  a  friend  is  almost  always  unexpected:  wc  do  not 
love  to  tliink  of  it,  and  therefore  arc  not  prepared  for 
its  coming.  He  was,  I  think,  a  religious  man,  and 
therefore  that  his  end  was  happy. 

**  Death  has  likewise  visited  my  mournful  habita- 


I  Mr.  Kemblo  repeated  thi«  to  me  thirtr  jcari  later,  adding 
that  the  oorasion  on  which  he  h-id  felt  himHi-ir  the  mout 
affected  —  the  most  personally  touched  —  wa«  in  playing  the 
last  »cene  of  TM:  Slran^er  with  Mm.  Siddnni.     Hit  pathos, 
he  «nid,  in  that  |iart  quite  OTprcarae  him.  but  he  alwayn  en- 
deavuiinrd  to  reitrain  any  inipulaes  which  might  interfere 
with  hik  previou*  ntndy  of  his  jxirt     Sir  Joshna  Reynoldn,  in 
the  Dinloffues  tH'fnre-mentinned  (p.  GOI.  n.  2.)  mnki-s  John- 
son My  that "  Garrick  left  nothing  to  chance ;  every  gesture, 
i-rery  expressitin  of  countenance,  and  rariation  of  voice,  wan 
settled  In  his  closet  before  he  set  his  foot  upon  the  stace."  \ 
But  this  roust  not  t>e  understood  too  literallv.     A  great  ' 
Hclnr  prepares  In  his  study,  positions,  attitudes,  the  particular 
mn<te  of  uttering  certain  passages,  and  even  the  tone  which  . 
is  to  l>e  aiinpted ;  and  haring  once  ascertained,  both  by  j 
thciiiiiht  and  experience,  what  is  best,  he  will  naturally  *d-  | 
here  to  that,  howpvcr  often  he  may  play  the  part ;  but  it  is  ■ 
equally  ceruin,  that  there  is  a  large  portion  of  the  merit  of 
a  great  theatrical  exhibition  which  is  not  reducible  to  any 


tion.     Last  month  died    Mrs.  Willtan 
been  to  me  for  thirty  years  in  the  plac 

I  her  knowledge  was  great,    and    her 
pleasing.     I  now  live  in  cheerless  solit 

I       <*  My  two  last  years  have  passvd  uni 

;  sure  of  successive  disea.si>s.        I  have  b 
gout   with  some  severity.        But     I 
escaped  the  oi)eration  which  I  mentioi 
upon  the  whole  restored  to  health  beyc 
expectation. 

■  **  As  we  daily  see  our  friends  die  ro 
that  are  left  must  cling  closer,  and,  if 
nothing  more,  at  least  pray  for  one  ai 
remember,  that  as  others  die  we  must 
prepare  ourselves  diligently  for  the  lavi 
I  am.  Madam,  yours  affecttonately,  &c 
••  Sam.  J 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.    THR 
(Extract.) 

"  London.  N'orem 
**  Since  you  have  written  to  me  wit! 
tion  and  tenderness  of  ancient  time  ", 
give  me  a  great  part  of  the  pleasure  wh 
solitude  admits.  You  will  never  l>eno 
of  your  good-will  on  one  who  desci 
Tljosc  that  have  loved  longest  love  beat 
blaze  of  kindni>ss  may  by  a  single  blast 
be  extinguished  ;  but  that  fondne<«s  whic 
time  has  connected  with  many  circunr 
occasions,  though  it  may  for  a  while  Ik 
by  disgust  or  resentment,  with  or  wiihi 
is  hourly  revived  by  accidental  recollut 
those  that  have  lived  lonj^  together,  • 
heard  and  every  thing  Mien  recalls  son 
communicated  or  some  bencHt  eonTfi 
petty  quarrel  or  some  slipht  cndeanneni 
of  great  powers,  or  amiulile  qnalities 
covered,  may  eml>roider  a  day  or  a  w 
friendship  of  twenty  yi'ars  is  interwovei 
texture  of  life.  A  friend  may  l>e  often 
lost ;  but  an  oil  friend  never  can  be 
nature  hns  provided  that  he  cannot  easU 
—  Ltttcrs, 

A  pleasing  instance  of  the  generou* 
of  one  of  his  friends  ha.s  been  disc 
the  publication  of  Mr-^.  Thrule's  Col 
Letters.  In  a  letter  to  one  of  the  2^1i 
he  writes: 

*'  A  friend,  whose  name  I  will    tell 
your  mnmma  has  tried  to  guess  it,  s«fnt  t 
6ician  to  inquire  whether  this  long  train 


nile,  and  which  depends,  not  only  on  the  gntei 
the  p«;rformer.  but  on  hid  health,  his  ■pirit'i.  an 
vonal  circumstanres  of  the  moment,  which  i 
encourage  or  n-ktrain  hik  powi>r^.  And  it  m 
affirmed,  that  although  no  actor  ever  f<incio«  hin 
or  any  actro«s  run»(a,  yK  emotions  *-xrit4-d  b 
mustconfttitute  a  grc.it  part  of  the  charm  which  i 
on  the  stage  cxcelU-iuc  from  Mcdittcritg CiioKi 

3  Johnson's  dinlike  to  players  in  oarlr  life 
more  than  a  gi-niT.il  resentment  of  the  ttiper 
whirh  acton*  obtained  over  scholars,  and  m 
jealousy  of  Garrirk's  sudden  el(>vation.  After 
cess  in  the  world,  and  particularly  alter  Garrick** 
he  iMtran  "  to  think  mori>  favHurably  of  them."  J 

»  This  is  the  flrft  letter  in  whirh  we  ihtc^ 
roldni>M  towards  Mrs.  Thrale,  hut  it  u  dm 
letter  of  the  2fi{h  April,  anie,  that  it  bad  ^xium 
prior  to  Uiis  date.  —  CaoKia.  "'"^ 
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bad  brought  me  into  difficulties  for  want  of  money, 
with  an  invitation  to  send  to  him  for  what  occa- 
•ion  required.  I  shall  write  this  night  to  thank 
him,  having  no  need  to  borrow." 

And  afterwards,  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale : 
**  Since  you  cannot  guess,   I  will  tell  you,  that 
the  generous  man  was  Gerard  Hamilton.     I  re- 
turned him  a  very  thankful  and  respectful  letter." 
—  Letters. 

I  implied  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  by  a  common 
fiiend,  and  he  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  let  me 
have  Johnson's  letter  to  him  upon  this  occa- 
sion, to  adorn  my  collection. 

JOHNSON  TO  HAMILTON. 

"Nor.  19. 1783. 
*«  Dkae  Sia,  —  Your  kind  inquiries  after  my 
affairs,  and  your  generous  offers,  have  been  com- 
municated to  me  by  Dr.  Brocklesby.  I  return 
thanks  with  great  sincerity,  having  lived  long 
enough  to  know  what  gratitude  is  due  to  such 
friendship ;  and  entreat  that  my  refusal  may  not  be 
imputed  to  sullenness  or  pride.  I  am,  indeed,  in 
no  want  Sickness  is,  by  the  generosity  of  my 
physicians,  of  little  expense  to  me.  But  if  any 
unexpected  exigence  should  press  me,  you  shall  see, 
dear  Sir,  how  cheerfully  I  can  be  obliged  to  so 
much  liberality.     I  am,  Sir,  your,  &c., 

**  Sam.  Johnsom." 

I  find  in  this,  as  in  former  years,  notices  of 
his  kind  attention  to  Mrs.  Gardiner,  who, 
though  in  the  humble  station  of  a  tallow- 
chandler  upon  Snow  Hill,  was  a  woman  of 
excellent  good  sense,  pious,  and  charitable.' 
She  told  me  she  had  been  introduced  to 
him  by  Mrs.  Masters*,  the  poetess,  whose 
volumes  he  revised,  and,  it  is  said,  illuminated 
here  and  there  with  a  ray  of  his  own  genius. 
Mrs.  Grardiner  was  very  zealous  for  the  supoort 
of  the  Ladies*  Charity  School,  in  the  pansn  of 
St.  Sepulchre.  It  is  confined  to  females ;  and, 
I  am  told,  it  afforded  a  hint  for  the  story  of 
"Betty  Broom*'  in  "The  Idler."  Johnson 
this  year,  I  find,  obtained  for  it  a  sermon  from 
the  late  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Dr.  Shipley, 
whom  he,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale, 
diaracterises  as  "  knowing  and  conversable ; " 
and  whom  all  who  knew  his  lordship,  even 
those  who  differed  from  him  in  politics,  re- 
member with  much  respect. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  havinc  written  a 
tragedy,  entitled  "The  Father^  Kevenge," 
tome  of  his  lordship's  friends  applied  to  Mrs. 
Chapone,  to  prevail  on  Dr.  Johnson  to  read 
and  give  his  opinion  of  it,  which  he  accord- 
ingly did,  in  a  letter  to  that  lady.  Sir  Joshua 
Rejrnohb  having  informed  me  that  this  letter 
was  in  Lord  Carlisle's  possession,  though  I  was 


1  In  hit  will  Dr.  Johnson  left  her  a  book  "  at  her  election, 
to  keep  «a  a  token  of  rcmenibranee."  —  Maloni.  She  waa 
one  of  hi*  oldpit  friends  {amt^.  p.  7S.),  attended  him  in  hit 
Uat  nineM,  and  the  herwUdicd  in  I7S9,  Kt.  74.  — Cbokkr. 

£  See  ante,  p.  78.  —  C. 

s  A  few  copies  onlf  of  this  tragedy  have  been  printed,  and 
glvcD  to  the  author's  friends.  _  Bofwsu.. 

4  Dr.  Johnson  having  been  very  ill  when  the  tragedy  was 


not  fortunate  enough  to  have  the  honour  of 
being  known  to  his  lordship,  trusting  to  the 
general  courtesy  of  literature,  I  wrote  to  him, 
requesting  the  favour  of  a  copy  of  it,  and  to 
be  permitted  to  insert  it  in  my  Life  of  Dr. 
Johnson.  His  lordship  was  so  good  as  to 
comply  with  my  request,  and  has  thus  enabled 
me  to  enrich  mv  work  with  a  very  fine  piece 
of  writing,  which  displays  both  the  critical 
skill  and  politeness  of  my  illustrious  friend ; 
and  {)erhaps  the  curiosity  which  it  will  excite 
may  induce  the  noble  and  elegant  author  to 
gratify  the  world  by  the  publication^  of  a 
performance  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  has  spoken 
m  such  terms. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  CHAPONE. 

"  Not.  M.  1783. 

*♦  Madam,  —  By  sending  the  tragedy  to  me  a 
second  time  *,  1  think  that  a  very  honourable  dis- 
tinction  has  been  shown  me ;  and  I  did  not  delay 
the  perusal,  of  which  I  am  now  to  tell  the  effect. 

'*  The  construction  of  the  play  is  not  completely 
regular:  the  stage  is  too  often  vacant,  and  the 
scenes  are  not  sufficiently  connected.  This,  how- 
ever, would  be  called  by  Drydenonlya  mechanical 
defect ;  which  takes  away  little  from  the  power  of 
the  poem,  and  which  is  seen  rather  than  felt. 

**  A  rigid  examiner  of  the  diction  might,  per- 
haps, wish  some  words  changed,  and  some  lines 
more  vigorously  terminated.  But  from  such  petty 
imperfections  what  writer  was  ever  free  ? 

**  The  general  form  and  force  of  the  dialogue  is 
of  more  importance.  It  seems  to  want  that  quick- 
ness of  reciprocation  which  characterises  the  En- 
glish drama,  and  is  not  always  sufficiently  fervid 
or  animated. 

*'  Of  the  sentiments,  I  remember  not  one  that  I 
wished  omitted.  In  the  imagery  I  cannot  for- 
bear to  distinguish  the  comparison  of  joy  succeed- 
ing grief  to  light  rushing  on  the  eye  accustomed 
to  darkness.*  It  seems  to  have  all  that  can  be 
desired  to  make  it  please.  It  is  new,  just,  and  de- 
lightful. 

"  With  the  characters,  either  as  conceived  or 
preserved,  I  have  no  fault  to  find  ;  but  was  much 
inclined  to  congratulate  a  writer,  who,  in  defiance 
of  prejudice  and  &shion,  made  the  archbishop  a 
good  man,  and  scorned  all  thoughtless  applause, 
'which  a  vicious  churchman  would  have  brought 
him. 

*'  The  catastrophe  is  affecting.  The  father  and 
daughter  both  culpable,  both  wretched,  and  both 
penitent,  divide  between  them  our  pity  and  our 
sorrow. 

**  Thus,  Madam,  I  have  performed  what  I  did 
not  willingly  undertake,  and  could  not  decently  re- 
fuse. The  noble  writer  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
member that  sincere  criticism  ought  to  raise  no 
resentment,  because  judgment  is  not  under  the 
control  of  will ;  but  involuntary  criticism,  as  it  has 


first  sent  to  him,  had  declin«l  the  consideration  of  it  — 

BotWILL. 

*  "  I  could  have  borne  mj  woes ;  that  stranger,  Joy, 

Woiinds  while  it  smiles :— the  long  imprisoo'd  wretch. 
Emerging  from  the  night  of  his  damp  cell,  [flings 

Shrinks  from  the  sun^s  bright  beams ;  and  that  which 
Gladness  o'er  all,  to  him  Is  agony."— Boswsu. 
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still  less  of  choice,  ought  to  be  more  remote  from 
possihility  of  oiTcnce.     I  am,  &c., 

"  Sam.  Johnsok.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

"  London,  Nor.  29. 1783. 

**  Dear  Madam,  —  You  may  perhaps  think 
me  negligent  that  I  have  not  written  to  you  again 
upon  the  loss  of  your  brother ;  but  condolences 
and  consolations  are  such  common  and  such  useless 
things,  that  the  omissiou  of  them  is  no  great  crime ; 
and  my  own  diseases  occupy  my  mind  and  engnge 
my  care.  My  nights  are  miserably  restless,  and 
my  days,  therefore,  are  heavy.  I  try,  however,  to 
hold  up  my  head  as  high  as  I  can. 

*<  I  am  sorry  that  your  health  is  impaired  :  per- 
haps the  spring  and  the  summer  may,  in  some  de- 
gree, restore  it ;  but  if  not,  we  must  submit  to  the 
inconveniences  of  time,  as  to  the  other  dispensations 
of  Eternal  Goodness.  Fray  for  me,  and  write  to 
me,  or  let  Mr.  Pearson  write  for  you.     I  am,&c., 

—  Pearson  MSS.  **  Sam.  Johvson." 

JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 

•*  December  23.  J  783. 
**  Dkarkst  Madam,  —  You  shall  doubtless  be 
very  welcome  to  me  on  Christmas  day.  I  shall  not 
dine  alone,  but  the  company  will  all  be  people 
whom  we  can  stay  with  or  leave.  I  will  expect 
you  at  three,  if  I  hear  no  more.  I  am  this  day  a 
little  better.  I  am,  dear  Madam,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Johnson. 

*'  I  mean,  do  not  be  later  than  three ;  for  as  I 
am  afraid  I  shall  not  be  at  church,  you  cannot 
come  too  soon."] 

—  Reynolds  MSS. 

I  consulted  him  on  two  questions  of  a  very 
different  nature  :  one,  Whether  the  unconsti- 
tutional influence  exercised  by  the  peers  of 
Scotland  in  the  election  of  the  representatives 
of  the  commons,  by  means  of  fictitious  quali- 
fications, ought  not  to  be  resisted ;  the  other, 
What  in  propriety  and  humanity  should  be 
done  with  old  horses  unable  to  labour.  I  gave 
him  some  account  of  my  life  at  Auchinleck ; 
and  expressed  my  satisfaction  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  county  had,  at  two  public  meetings, 
elected  me  their  prcexes  or  chairman. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"London.  Dec. 24. 1783. 

"Dear  Sir, —  Like  all  other  men  who  have 
great  friends,  you  begin  to  feel  the  pangs  of  neg- 
lected merit ;  and  all  the  comfort  that  I  can  give 
you  is,  by  telling  you  that  you  have  probably  more 
pangs  to  feel,  and  more  neglect  to  suffer.  You 
have,  indeed,  begun  to  complain  too  soon  ;  and  I 
hope  I  am  the  only  confidant  of  your  discontent. 
Your  friends  have  not  yet  had  leisure  to  gratify 
personal  kindness ;  they  have  hitherto  been  busy 
in  strengthening  their  ministerial  interest.  If  a 
vacancy  happens  in  Scotland,  give  them  early  in- 
telligence: and  as  you  can  serve  government  as 
powerfully  as  any  of  your  probable  competitors,  you 
may  make  in  some  sort  a  warrantable  claim. 

"  Of  the  exaltations  and  depressions  of  your  mind 


you  delight  to  talk,  and  I  hate  to  hear. 
such  fanci^  from  you. 

"  On  the  day  when  I  received  you 
think,  the  foregoing  page  was  written 
one  disease  or  another  has  hindered 
making  any  additions.  I  am  now  a  li 
But  sickness  and  solitude  press  me  rt 
I  could  bear  sickness  better,  if  I  were  re 
solitude. 

•«  The  present  dreadful  confusion  of 
ought  to  make  you  wrap  yourself  up  in 
ditary  possessions,  which,  though  less 
may  wish,  arc  more  than  you  can  want ; 
hour  of  religious  retirement  rectum  thai 
I  who  has  exempted  you  from  any  strong 
I  to  faction,  treachery,  plunder,  and  dUlo] 

*'  As  your  neighbours  distinguish  yc 
honours  as  they  can  bestow,  content  yoi 
your  station,  without  neglecting  your 
Your  estate  and  the  courts  will  find  t< 
ployment,  and  your  mind  well  occiip 
quiet 

"The  usurpation  of  the  nobility,  to 
parently  usurp  all  the  influence  they  gai 
and  misrepresentation,  I  think  it  ccrtaii 
perhaps  your  duty,  to  resist.  What  is 
own,  they  have  only  by  robbery. 

**  Your  question  about  the  horses  give 
perplexity.  I  know  not  well  what  adv 
you.  I  can  only  recommend  a  rule  whi 
not  want :  give  as  little  pain  as  you  cat 
pose  that  we  have  a  right  to  their  sei 
their  strength  lasts ;  what  we  can  do  ^ 
afterwards,  I  cannot  so  easily  determine 
us  consider.  Nobody  denies  that  man  I 
first  to  milk  the  cow,  and  to  shear  the  i 
then  to  kill  them  for  his  table.  May  i 
parity  of  reason,  first  work  a  horse,  and 
him  the  easiest  way,  that  he  may  have  i 
of  another  horse,  or  food  for  cows  and  sb 
is  influenced  in  both  cases  by  different 
self-interest  He  that  rejects  the  one  n 
the  other.     I  am,  &c.,  Sam.  Joi 

**  A  happy  and  pious  Christmas ;  i 
happy  years  to  you,  your  lady,  and  child] 

The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Mickle,  s< 
before  his  death,  wrote  me  a  letter  c<: 
Dr.  Johnson,  in  which  he  mentiona,— 

•*  1  was  upwards  of  twelve  years  acqua 
him,  was  frequently  in  his  company,  alw 
with  ease  to  him,  and  can  truly  say,  tha 
received  fr6m  him  one  rough  word.** 

In  this  letter  he  relates  his  havi 
engaged  in  translating  the  Lusia< 
dispute  of  considerable  length  vrith 
who,  as  usual,  declaimed  upon  the  mi 
corruption  of  a  sea  life,  and  used  thi: 
sion:  —  "It  had  been  happy  for  tl 
Sir,  if  your  hero,  Gama,  Prince  1 
Portugal,  and  Columbus,  had  never  b 
or  that  their  schemes  had  never  gon. 
than  their  own  imaginations." 

'*  This  sentiment,"  says    Mr.  Mickle, 
to  be  found  in  his  'Introduction    to   t 
Displayed,'  I,  in  my  Dissertation  prefix 
Lusiad,  have  controverted;   and  though  a 
said  to  be  bad  judges  of  their  own  works, 


/// 
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ashamed  to  own  to  a  friend,  that  that  di&iertation 
is  my  favourite  above  all  that  I  ever  attempted  in 
prose.  Next  year,  when  the  Lusiad  was  published, 
I  waited  on  Dr.  Johniton,  who  addressed  me  with 
one  of  his  good«humoured  smiles  :  —  '  Well,  you 
have  remembered  our  dispute  about  Prince  Henry, 
and  have  cited  me  too.  You  have  done  your  part 
very  well  indeed :  you  have  made  the  best  of  your 
argument ;  but  I  am  not  convinced  yeU* 

"  Before  publishing  the  Lusiad,  I  sent  Mr. 
Hoole  a  proof  of  that  part  of  the  introduction  in 
which  I  make  mention  of  Dr.  Johnson,  yourself, 
and  other  well-wishers  to  the  work,  begging  it 
might  be  shown  to  Dr.  Johnson.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly done ;  and  in  place  of  the  simple  men- 
tion of  him  which  I  had  made,  he  dictated  to  Mr. 
Hoole  the  sentence  as  it  now  stands. 

**Dr.  Johnson  told  me  in  1772,  that,  about 
twenty  years  before  that  time,  he  himself  had  a 
<ksign  to  translate  the  Lusiad,  of  the  merit  of  which 
be  flpoke  highly,  but  had  been  prevented  by  a 
number  of  other  engagements." 

Mr.  Mickle  reminds  me  in  this  letter  of  a 
conversation  at  dinner  one  day  at  Mr.  Hoole's 
with  Dr.  Johnson,  when  Mr.  Nicol,  the  king's 
bookseller,  and  I,  attempted  to  controvert  the 
maxim,  "  Better  that  ten  guilty  should  escape, 
than  one  innocent  person  suffer,"  and  were 
answered  by  Dr.  Johnson  with  great  power  of 
reasoning  and  eloquence.  I  am  very  sor^  that 
I  have  no  record  of  that  dav :  but  I  well 
recollect  my  illustrious  friends  having  ably 
shown,  that  unless  civil  institutions  ensure 
protection  to  the  innocent,  all  the  confidence 
which  mankind  should  have  in  them  would 
be  lost. 

I  shall  here  mention  what,  in  strict  chrono- 
logical arrangement,  should  have  appeared  in  my 
account  of  last  year ;  but  may  more  properly 
be  introduced  here,  the  controversy  havin*^  not 
been  closed  till  this.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Shaw, 
rp.  528.]  a  native  of  one  of  the  Hebrides, 
having  entertained  doubts  of  the  authenticity 
of  the  poems  ascribed  to  Ossian,  divested 
himself  of  national  bigotry ;  and  having  tra- 
velled in  the  Highlamls  and  Islands  of  Scot- 
huitl,  and  also  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  furnish 
himself  with  materials  for  a  Gaelic  Dictionarv, 
which  he  afterwards  compiled,  was  so  fully 
satisfied  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  in  the  right 
upon  the  question,  that  he  candidly  published 
a  pamphlet,  stating  his  conviction,  and  the 
proofs  and  reasons  on  which  it  was  founded. 
A  person  at  Edinburgh,  of  the  name  of  Clark, 
answered  this  pamphlet  with  much  zeal,  and  j 
much  abuse  of  its  author.  Johnson  took 
Mr.  Shaw  imdcr  his  protection,  and  gave  him  ! 
hb  assistance  in  writing  a  reply,  which  has 
been  admired  by  the  best  judges,  and  by  i 
many  been  considered  as  conclusive.  A  few 
paragraphs,  which  sufficiently  mark  their  ' 
great  author,  sliall  be  selected  :  —  i 

•*  My  assertion!*  are,   for  the  most  part,  purely  | 
negative  :   I  deny  the  cxintence  of  Fingal,  because  ' 
in  a  long  and  curious  peregrination   through   the 
Gaelic  regions  I  have  never  been  able  to  find  it. 


What  I  could  not  see  myself,  I  suspect  to  be  equally 
invisible  to  others ;  and  I  suspect  with  the  more 
reason,  as  among  all  those  who  have  seen  it  no  man 
can  show  it. 

"  Mr.  Clark  compares  the  obstinacy  of  those  who 
disbelieve  the  genuineness  of  Ossian  to  a  blind 
man  who  should  dispute  the  reality  of  colours,  and 
deny  that  the  British  troops  arc  clothed  in  red. 
The  blind  man*s  doubt  woufd  be  rational,  if  he  did 
not  know  by  experience  that  others  have  a  power 
which  he  himself  wants:  but  what  perspicacity  has 
Mr.  Clark  which  Nature  has  withheld  from  me  or 
the  rest  of  mankind  ? 

**  The  true  state  of  the  parallel  must  be  this  :  — 
Suppose  a  man,  with  eyes  like  his  neighbours,  was 
told  by  a  boasting  corporal,  that  the  troops,  indeed, 
wore  red  clothes  for  their  ordinary  dress,  but  that 
every  soldier  bad  likewise  a  suit  of  black  velvet, 
which  he  puts  on  when  the  king  reviews  them. 
This  he  thinks  strange,  and  desires  to  see  the  fine 
clothes,  but  finds  nobody  in  forty  thousand  men 
that  can  produce  either  coat  or  waistcoat.  One, 
indeed,  has  left  them  in  his  chest  at  Fort  Mahon ; 
another  has  always  heard  that  he  ought  to  have 
velvet  clothes  somewhere ;  and  a  third  has  heard 
somebody  say  that  soldiers  ought  to  wear  velvet. 
Can  the  inquirer  be  blamed  if  he  goes  away  be- 
lieving that  a  soldier*s  red  coat  is  all  that  he  has? 

**  But  the  most  obdurate  incredulity  may  be 
shamed  or  silenced  by  facta.  To  overpower  con- 
tradictions, let  the  soldier  show  his  velvet  coat,  and 
the  Fingalist  the  original  of  Ossian. 

**  The  difference  between  us  and  the  blind  man 
is  this  :  the  blind  man  is  unconvince<l,  because  he 
cannot  see :  and  we  because,  though  we  can  see, 
we  find  nothing  that  can  be  shown." 

Notwithstanding  the  complication  of  dis- 
orders under  which  Johnson  now  laboured, 
he  did  not  resign  himself  to  despondency  and 
discontent,  but  with  wisdom  and  spirit  en- 
deavoured to  console  and  amuse  nis  mind 
with  as  many  innocent  enjoyments  as  he  could 
procure.  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  mentioned 
the  cordiality  with  which  he  insisted  that  such 
of  the  members  of  the  old  club  in  Ivy  Lane 
as  survived  should  meet  again  and  dine 
together,  which  they  did,  twice  at  a  tavern, 
and  once  at  his  house. 

[JOHNSON  TO  HAWKINS. 

"  Bolt  Court,  Nov.  22.  1783. 
«  Dear  Sir, —  As  Mr.  Ryland  was  Ulking  with 
me  of  old  friends  and  past  times,  we  warmed  our 
selves  into  a  wish,  that  all  who  remained  of  the 
Club  should  meet  and  dine  at  the  house  which 
once  was  Horseman's,  in  Ivy-lane.  I  have  under- 
taken to  solicit  you,  and  therefore  desire  you  to  tell 
on  what  day  next  week  you  can  conveniently  meet 
your  old  friends.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Jomnsok." 

JOHNSON  TO  HAWKINS. 

"  December  3L 1783. 

«*  Dear  Sir, —  In  perambulating  Ivy-lane,  Mr. 

Ryland  found  neither  our  landlord  Horseman  nor 

his  successor.       The  old  house  is  shut  up,  and  he 

liked  not  the  appearance  of  any  near  it :  he  there- 
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fore  bespoke  our  dinner  at  the  Queens  Arms,  in 
St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  where,  at  half  an  hour  after 
three,  your  company  will  be  desired  to-day  by  those 
who  remain  of  our  former  society.  Your  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Johnson."' 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THUALE. 
{Extract.) 
«  London^  1 3th  December^  1 7H3.  —  I  dined  about 
a  fortnight  ago  with  three  old  friends.     We  had 
not  met  together  for   thirty  years,   and  one  of  us 
thought  the  others  grown  very  old.     In  the  thirty 
years  two  of  our  set  have  died.     Our  meeting  may 
be  supposed  to  be  somewhat  tender."] 
—  Lettert. 

In  order  to  ensure  himself  society  in  the 
evening  for  three  days  in  the  week,  he  insti- 
tuted a  club  at  the  Essex  Head,  in  Essex 
Street,  then  kept  by  Samuel  Greaves,  an  old 
servant  of  Mr.  Thrale's. 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS. 

"December  4.  1783. 
'*  Dkar  Sir,  —  It  is  inconvenient  to  me  to  come 
out ;  I  should  else  have  waited  on  you  with  an  ac- 
count of  a  little  evening  club  which  we  arc  esta- 
blishing in  Essex  Street,  in  the  Strand,  and  of  which 
you  are  desired  to  be  one.  It  will  be  held  at  the 
Essex  Head,  now  kept  by  an  old  servant  of  Thrale's. 
The  company  is  numerous,  and.  as  you  will  sec  by 
the  list,  miscellaneous.     The  terms  are  lax,  and  the 


expenses  light  Mr.  Barry  was  adopted 
Brocklesby,  who  joined  with  me  in  for 
plan.  We  meet  thrice  a  week,  and  he  w! 
forfeits  twopence  If  you  are  willing  to 
member,  draw  a  line  under  your  name, 
the  list.  We  n:eet  for  the  first  time  on  M 
eight.     I  am,  &c.»  Sam.  Joh 

It  did  not  suit  Sir  Joshua*  to  be  on 
club.  But  when  I  mention  onlv  Mi 
Barrinnrton,  Dr.  Brocklesby,  Mr.  "Slnr] 
John  Nichols,  Mr.  Cooke  ^,  Mr.  Joildi 
Paradise,  Dr.  Horseley,  Mr.  Windham 
sufliciently  obviate  the  uiisrcprescntat 
by  Sir  John  Hawkins,  as  if  it  had  lw€ 
alehouse  association  *,  by  which  Johr 
dcfrraded.  Johnson  himself,  like  his  n 
Old  Ben,  compose*  1  the  rules  of  his  cl 

In  the  end  of  this  year  he  was  seize 
spasmodic  asthma  of  such  violence, 
was  confined  to  the  house  in  great  f»ai 
sometimes  obliged  to  sit  all  nij^fat  in  I 
a  recumbent  posture  being  so  hurtf 
respiration,  that  he  could  not  endure 
bed ;  and  there  came  U|>on  him  at  ll 
time  that  oppressive  and  fatiil  disease,  j 
It  was  a  very  severe  winter,  which  j 
aggTavate<l  his  complaints;  and  the 
in  which  Mr.  Levett  and  Mrs.  WiUia 
left  him  rendered  liis  life  very  glooms 
Dcsmoulins,  who  still  lived,   was   he 


»  ••  with  this  InTitntlon,"  wyn  Hawkiiu.  "  I  chcerftilly 
coraplieii,  «nd  met.  at  the  time  and  pUce  appointed,  all  who 
roiild  be  mustered  of  our  tocietT,  namely.  Johnson.  Mr.  Ry- 
Uud.  and  Mr.  Payne  of  the  Banfe.  When  we  were  collected, 
the  thought  that  we  were  so  few  occasioned  some  melancholy 
reflections,  and  I  could  not  but  compare  utir  meetinig;,  at  such 
an  adranced  perioil  of  life  as  it  was  to  us  all,  to  that  of  the 
four  old  men  in  the  •  Senile  Colloquinm  '  of  Erasmus.  We 
dined,  and  in  the  evening  regaled  with  cofTifp.    At  ten  we 


broke  up,  much  to  the  regret  of  Johnson,  who  proposed 
staring  :  but  finding  us  inclined  to  separate,  ho  left  us,  with 
a  sigh  that  seemed  to  come  from  his  heart,  lamenting  that  he 
was  retiring  to  solitude  and  cheerless  meditation. 

"  Johnson  hod  proposed  a  meeting  like  this  once  a  month, 
and  wc  had  one  more;  but.  the  time  approaching  for  a 
third,  he  began  to  feel  a  return  of  some  oi  his  roniplaints, 
and  signified  a  wish  that  wc  would  dine  with  him  at  his  own 
house  ;  and  accordingly  we  met  there,  and  were  very  cheer- 
fully  entertained  by  him."  —  Life,  p.  fi62.  —  Cbokbr. 

'  Johnson  himself,  by  the  mention  ot  Harry  the  painter, 
seems  to  have  anticipat«>d  (as  he  very  naturally  might)  some 
reluctance  on  the  imrt  of  Sir  Joshua.  Indeed,  the  violence  of 
Harry's  temper,  and  tho  absurdity  of  his  conduct,  rendered 
liiin  no  very  agreeable  companion:  but  toward*  .Sir  Joshua, 
his  tx-haviour  had  been  particularly  oflTensiTe.^CauREa. 

'  A  biographical  notice  of  Mr.  Cooke,  who  died  April  3. 
1H24.  will  be  found  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  that 
month  ;  and  some  account  of  Mr.Joddrell  Is  given  in  Nichols's 
Lit.  Atwc.  vol.  viil —  Crokrb. 

*  I  was  In  Scotland  »  hen  this  club  was  founded,  and  during 
all  the  winter.    Johnson,  liowever.  di'clared  I  should  be  a 
memlier,  and  inventpd  a  word  upon  the  occasion  :  "  Boswell."  , 
said  he.  "  is  averv  ciuhtMe  man."     When  I  came  to  town  I 
was  propospd  by  Mr.  Barringtou.  and  chosen.  I  believe  there  I 
are  (ew  so<;ieties  where  thori;  it  better  conversation  or  more  : 
decorum.  Several  of  us  resolved  to  continue  il  after  our  great 
founder  was  removetl  by  death.  Other  memlwrs  were  added; 
and  now,  about  eisiht  rears  since  that  Iom.  we  go  on  happily. 
—  B(><«WELL.    Johnson  had  already  invented  unciuhaUe  for 
Sir  J.  Hawkins.  Seean/^.p.  IW.  n.  I.  — Crokbr,  1847. 

»  Miss  Hawkins  candidly  Bays,  "  Boswell  wan  well  justified 
in  his  resentment  of  my  father's  designation  of  this  as  a  tir- 
pcnny  club  at  an  alehouse.  1  am  sorry  mr  father  permitted 
himself  to  he  so  pettish  on  the  subject.  Honestly  speaking, 
I  dare  say  he  did  not  like  being  passed  over."—  Mem.  vol.  fl. 
p.  104.  — Crokbr. 


•  "  RULES. 

"  To-day  deep  thoughts  with  vof  resolve  to  dr 
In  mirth,  which  after  no  repenting  draws." . 

*'  The  club  shall  consist  of  four  and  twenty. 

"  The  meetings  shall  be  on  the  Mnndar.  Tha 
Saturday  of  everv  week ;  but  in  the  -week  before  Fj 
shall  be  no  meeting. 

••  Every  member  is  at  liberty  to  introduce  a  fri* 
week,  but  not  oftener. 

"  Two  members  shall  oblige  themselves  to  attrt 
turn  every  nigh,  from  eight  to  ten,  or  procure  twc 
In  their  room. 

"  Every  member  present  at  the  club  nhaH  n>tn 
sixpence;  and  every  member  «ho  stayi  away  sh 
threepence,  (sic.) 

'*  The  maMer  of  the  house  shall  keep  an  acc« 
absent  members  ;  and  deliver  to  the  prekjdeot  oft 
list  of  the  forfeits  incurred. 

"  When  any  member  returns  after  absence  he 
mediately  lay  down  his  forfeits  ;  which  if  he  omiu 
president  shall  require. 

**  There  shall  Iw  no  general  reckoning,  but  everT 
adjust  his  own  expenses.  ' 

••  The  night  of  indispensable  attendance  will  ron 
member  once  a  month.  Whoever  shall  for  thre 
together  omit  to  attend  himself,  or  by  substitiitimi 
make  any  apology  in  the  fourth  ntont'h»  shall  be  ctm 
having  abdicateii  the  club. 

'•  When  a  vacancy  is  to  be  fin*»d,  thonameof  the 
and  of  the  meml)er  recommending  liim.  shjiu  rt 
club-room  three  nishts.  On  the  fourth  he  mav  he 
ballot ;  six  member'^  at  least  being  preseiit  andtv- 
the  ballot  being  in  his  f.ivour  ;  or  the  mainnnc-  J 
numbers  not  be  divisible  by  three.  "-J«"^.  * 

•■  The  master  of  the  house  shall  eive  notice  « 
fore,  to  each  of  those  members  whose  turn^.^ 
attendance  is  come.  "™  *** 

"  The  notice  may  Ik«  in  these  words    _  •  «..  o- 

of will  be  your  turn  of  A;;,!^;*  2" 

Head.     Your  company  is  therefore  eaSJestlT  liS* 

"  One  penny  shall  be  left  by  each  m^^r  3 

tio»^'.'5!':'i:^Vor^"  >\\^ — h 

certain  ennrfUinn.  ••       !»_/__"'    gOOd   fcUows,   meet 


certain  conditions."—  Bosw 
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I  had  a  letter  from  him  within  these  six  weeks, 
written  with  his  usual  acuteness  and  vigour  of 
mind.  But  he  complained  sadly  of  the  state  of 
his  health  ;  and  I  have  been  informed  since  that  he 
is  worse.  I  intend  to  be  in  London  next  month, 
chiefly  to  attend  upon  him  with  respectful  affec- 
tion. But,  in  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  a  great 
favour  done  me,  if  you,  who  know  him  so  well, 
will  l>e  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  particularly 
how  he  is. 

"  I  hope  Mr.  Dilly  conveyed  to  you  my  Letter 
on  the  State  of  the  Nation,  from  the  Author,  I 
know  your  political  principles,  and  indeed  your 
settled  system  of  thinking  upon  civil  society  and 
subordination,  to  be  according  to  my  own  heart  ; 
and  therefore  I  doubt  not  you  will  approve  of  my 
honest  zeaL  But  what  monstrous  effects  of  party 
do  we  now  see !  I  am  really  vexed  at  the  conduct 
of  some  of  our  friends.' 

•'  Amidst  the  conflict  our  friend  of  Port  Kliot  is 
with  much  propriety  created  a  peer.  But  why,  O 
why  did  he  not  obtain  the  title  of  Baron  Maho- 
gany? (p.  680.)  Genealogists  and  heralds  would 
have  had  curious  work  of  it  to  explain  and  illus- 
trate that  title.  I  ever  am,  with  sincere  regard,  my 
dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 
^Reynoldt  MSS.  "James  Bos weix."] 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"Feb.  II.  1784. 

"  Dear  Sia,->-  I  hear  of  many  inquiries  which 
your  kindness  has  disposed  you  to  make  after  me. 
I  have  long  intended  you  a  long  letter,  which  per- 
haps the  imagination  of  its  length  hindered  me 
from  beginning.  I  will,  therefore,  content  myself 
with  a  shorter. 

"  Having  promoted  the  institution  of  a  new  club 
in  the  neighbourhood,  at  the  house  of  an  old  ser- 
vant of  Thrale's,  I  went  thither  to  meet  the  com- 
pany, and  was  seized  with  a  spasmodic  asthma,  so 
violent,  that  with  difficulty  I  got  to  my  own 
house,  in  which  I  have  been  confined  eight  or  nine 
weeks,  and  from  which  I  know  not  when  I  shall  be 
able  to  go  even  to  church.  The  asthma,  however, 
is  not  the  worst.  A  dropsy  gains  ground  upon 
mc :  my  legs  and  thighs  are  very  much  swollen  with 
water,  which  I  should  be  content  if  I  could  keep 
there ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  it  will  soon  be  higher. 
My  nights  arc  very  sleepless  and  very  tedious,  and 
yet  I  am  extremely  afraid  of  dying. 

'*  My  physicians  try  to  make  me  hope  that  much 
of  my  malady  is  the  effect  of  cold,  and  that  some 
degree  at  least  of  recovery  is  to  be  expected  from 
vernal  breezes  and  summer  suns.  If  my  life  is 
prolonged  to  autumn,  I  should  be  glad  to  try  a 
warmer  climate;  though  how  to  travel  with  a 
diseased  body,  without  a  companion  to  conduct 
me,  and  with  very  little  money,  I  do  not  well  see. 
liamsay  has   recovered   his  limbs  in    Italy ;    and 


>  Mc««r«.  Fox  and  Burke.  •—  Crokbr. 

*  .See  jtott,  p.  763.,  Mr.  Boswell'i  itaUrnient  of  this  cx- 
traordinnry  relief:  Hawkins's  is  still  more  drcumstantial 
and  curious Life,  663.  —  Ckokrr,  1847. 

'  "  Letter  to  the  People  of  Scotland  on  the  present  State  of 
the  Nation."  I  sent  it  to  Mr.  Pitt,  with  a  letter,  in  which  I 
thus  expressed  myself :  —  "  My  principles  may  appear  to  you 
too  monarchical ;  but  I  know  and  am  persuaded  they  are 
not  inconsistent  with  the  true  principles  of  liberty.  Be  this 
as  It  may,  you,  Sir,  are  now  the  prime  minister,  called  by  the 


Fielding  was  sent  to  Lisbon,  where,  i 
died ;  but  he  was,  I  believe,  past  hope 
went.     Think  for  me  what  I  can  do. 

"I  received  your  pamphlet,  and  wb 
again  may  perhaps  tell  you  some  opinion 
but  you  will  forgive  a  man  struggling  w 
his  neglect  of  disputes,  politics,  and  ] 
Let  me  have  your  prayers.  My  comp 
your  lady  and  young  ones.  Ask  your 
about  my  case:  and  desire  Sir  Alexand 
write  me  his  opinion.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  & 
"  Sam.  Jo 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.    PORT: 

"Fei 
"  My  bkarest  Love,  —  I  have  been 
ill  of  an  a.sthma  and  dropsy,  but  receit 
mercy  of  God  sudden  and  unexpected 
Thursday',  by  the  dischari^e  of twent; 
water.  Whether  I  shall  continue  free,  c 
again,  cannot  be  told.  Pray  for  me.  I 
dear,  is  very  dreadful ;  let  us  think  noth 
our  care  but  how  to  prepare  for  if  :  whai 
amiss  in  ourselves  let  us  make  haste  to  at: 
put  our  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God  and 
cession  of  our  Saviour.      I  am,  Ac. 

"  Sam.  Joi 

JOHNSON  TO   BOSWELL 
"  London,  Feh 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  just  advanced 
wards  recovery  as  to  read  a  pamphlet ; 
may  reasonably  suppose  that  the  first' 
which  I  read  was  yours.  I  am  very  mu< 
opinion,  and,  like  you,  feel  great  indignat 
indecency  with  which  the  king  is  every  da 
Your  paper  contains  very  considerable  k 
of  history  and  of  the  constitution,  verf 
produced  and  applied.  It  will  certainly'] 
character ',  though  perhaps  it  may  not'm 
minister  of  state. 

I  desire  you  to  see  Mrs.  Stewart  once  a 
tell  her,  that  in  the  letter-case  was  a  lette 
to  me,  for  which  I  will  give  her,  if  she  is 
give  it  me,  another  guinea.^  The  letter  i 
sequence  only  to  me.  I  am,  dear  Sir.  &< 
**  Sam.  Jo* 

In  consequence  of  Johnson^s  reque 
should  ask  our  physicians  about  his  i 
desire  Sir  Alexander  Dick  to  send  his 
I  transmitted  him  a  letter  from  tl 
amiable  baronet,  then  in  his  eighty-fi 
with  his  faculties  as  entire  as  ever,  a 
tioned  his  expressions  to  me  in  the  not 
panying  it,  — "With  my  most  affi 
wishes  for  Dr.  Johnson's  recovery,  in  t 
friends,  his  country,  and  all  maiikinci 
deep  a  stake  ;'*  and  at  the  same  tii 


sovereign  to  maintain  the  rights  of  tho  crown  u  m 
of  the  peoplf.  against  a  violent  faction.  xiiZ 
entltied  to  the  wannest  support  of  every  ko»1  »•!? 
department."  H«  answerc^V^'  I  am  extrSSrfrSS' 
for  the  nentiment*  you  do  roe  the  honour  to ITnr^ 
observed  with  great  pleasure  the  traSu^^^ 
given  to  the  cause  of  the  public  in  the  work  Vou  » 
to  traoimlt  to  me."  _  Boswkll.  ^^  ** 

<  See  attti,  p.  641  .  and  the  Appendix Caoui 
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opinion  upon  his  case  hy  Dr.  Gillespie,  who, 
luce  Dr.  Cullen,  had  the  advantage  of  having 
passed  through  the  gradations  of  surgery  and 
pharmacy,  and  by  study  and  practice  had  at- 
Uuned  to  such  skill,  that  my  father  settled  on 
him  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  five  years, 
and  fifty  pounds  a  year  during  his  life,  as  an 
honorarium  to  secure  his  particmar  attendance. 
The  opinion  was  conveyed  in  a  letter  to  me, 
beginnmg,  "  I  am  sincerely  sorry  for  the  bad 
state  of  health  your  very  learned  and  illus- 
trious friend,  Dr.  Johnson,  labours  under  at 
present.** 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

••  London.  March  2.  1784. 

**  DxAK  Sir,  —  Presently  after  I  had  sent  away 
my  last  letter,  I  received  your  kind  medical  packet. 
I  am  very  much  obliged  both  to  you  and  to  your 
physicians  for  your  kind  attention  to  my  disease. 
Dr.  Gillespie  has  sent  me  an  excellent  consilium 
metUeumt  all  solid  practical  experimental  know- 
ledge.  I  am  at  present,  in  the  opinion  of  my 
physicians  (Dr.  Heberden  and  Dr.  Brocklesby), 
as  well  as  my  own,  going  on  very  hopefully.  I 
have  just  begun  to  take  vinegar  of  squills.  The 
powder  hurt  my  stomach  so  much  that  it  could  not 
be  continued. 

**  Return  Sir  Alexander  Dick  my  sincere  thanks 
for  his  kind  letter ;  and  bring  with  you  the  rhu- 
barb '  which  he  so  tenderly  offers  me.  I  hope  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell  is  now  quite  well,  and  that  no  evil, 
either  real  or  imaginary,  now  disturbs  you.  I  am, 
&e.,  Sam.  Johnsoh." 

I  also  applied  to  three  of  the  eminent  phy- 
sicians who  had  chairs  in  our  celebrated  school 
of  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  Doctors  Cullen, 
Hope,  and  Monro,  to  each  of  whom  I  sent  the 
following  letter : — 

"  March  7.  1784. 

**  Dear  Sir,  —  Dr.  Johnson  has  been  very  ill 
for  some  time  ;  and  in  a  letter  of  anxious  apprehen- 
sion he  writes  to  me,  *  Ask  your  physicians  about 
my  case.' 

'*  This,  you  see,  is  not  authority  for  a  regular 
consultation :  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  readi- 
ness to  give  your  advice  to  a  man  so  eminent,  and 
who  in  his  I^ifc  of  Garth,  has  paid  your  profession 
a  just  and  elegant  compliment :  '  I  believe  every 
man  has  found  in  physicians  great  liberality  and 
dignity  of  sentiment,  very  prompt  efiusions  of  be- 
neficence, and  willingness  to  exert  a  lucrative  art 
where  there  is  no  hope  of  lucre.' 

"  Dr.  Johnson  Ls  aged  seventy-four.  I.jwt  sum- 
mer he  had  a  stroke  of  the  palsy,  from  which  he 
recovered  almost  entirely.  He  had,  before  that, 
been  troubled  with  a  catarrhous  cough.  This  winter 
be  was  seized  with  a  spasmodic  asthma,  by  which 
he  has  been  confined  to  his  house  for  about  three 
months.  Dr.  Brocklesby  writes  to  me,  that  upon 
the  least  admission  of  cold,  there  is  such  a  constric- 
tion upon  his  breast,  that  he  cannot  lie  down  in 
his  bed,  but  is  obliged  to  sit  up  all  night,  and  filets 
rest,  and  sometimes  sleep,  only  by  means  of  lau- 


danum and  syrup  of  poppies ;  and  that  there  are 
cedematous  tumours  in  his  legs  and  thighs.  Dr. 
Brocklesby  trusts  a  good  deal  to  the  return  of  mild 
weather.  Dr.  Johnson  says  that  a  dropsy  gains 
ground  upon  him :  and  he  seems  to  think  that  a 
warmer  climate  would  do  him  good.  I  understand 
he  is  now  rather  better,  and  is  using  vinegar  of 
squills.     I  am,  &c.,  James  Boswell." 

All  of  them  paid  the  most  polite  attention  to 
my  letter  and  its  venerable  object.  Dr.  Cul- 
len*s  words  concerning  him  were,  "  It  would 
give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  of  any  ser- 
vice to  a  man  whom  the  public  properly  esteem, 
and  whom  I  esteem  and  respect  as  much  as  I 
do  Dr.  Johnson.**  Dr.  Hope's,  "Few  people 
have  a  better  claim  on  me  tnan  your  friend,  as 
hardly  a  day  passes  that  I  do  not  ask  his  opinion 
about  this  or  that  word.*'  Dr.  Monro s,  "I 
most  sincerely  join  you  in  sympathising  with 
that  very  worthy  and  ingenious  cliaractcr,  from 
whom  his  country  has  derived  much  instruc- 
tion and  entertainment.*' 

Dr.  Hope  corresponded  with  his  friend  Dr. 
Brocklesby.  Doctors  Cullen  and  Monro  wrote 
their  opinions  and  prescriptions  to  me,  which 
I  afterwards  carried  with  me  to  London,  and, 
so  far  as  they  were  encouraging,  communicated 
to  Johnson.  The  liberality  on  one  hand,  and 
grateful  sense  of  it  on  the  other,  I  have  great 
satisfaction  in  recording. 

[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PORTER. 

**  BoU-coort,  10th  March.  1784. 

•'  My  dearest  Love, —  I  will  not  suppose  that 
it  is  for  want  of  kindness  that  you  did  not  answer 
my  last  letter ;  and  I  therefore  write  again  to  tell 
you  that  I  have,  by  God's  great  mercy,  still  con- 
tinued to  grow  better.  My  asthma  is  seldom 
troublesome,  and  my  dropsy  has  ran  itself  almost 
away,  in  a  manner  which  my  physician  says  is  very 
uncommon. 

"  I  have  been  confined  from  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  shall  not  soon  venture  abroad  ;  but  I  have 
this  day  dressed  myself  as  I  was  before  my 
sickness. 

**  If  it  be  inconvenient  to  you  to  write,  desire 
Mr.  Pearson  to  let  me  know  how  you  do,  and  how 
you  have  passed  this  long  winter.  I  am  now  not 
without  hopes  that  we  shall  once  more  see  one 
another. 

**  Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Cobb  and  Miss 
Adey,  and  to  all  my  friends,  particularly  to  Mr. 
Pearson.     I  am,  my  dear,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vant, Sam.  Johnsom." 
—  Pearson  MSS. 

JOHNSON  TO  MRS.   GASTRELL  AND 
MISS  ASTON. 

"  Bolt-court.  11th  March,  1784. 
"  Dear  Ladies,  —  The  kind  and  speedy  answer 
with  which  you  favoured  me  to  my  last  letter  en- 
courages me  to  hope  that  you  will  be  glad  to  hear 
again  that  my  recovery  advances.  My  disorders 
are  an  asthma  and  dropsy.     The  asthma  gives  me 


I  From  hi*  garden  at  Prestonfield,  where  he  cultivated 
that  plant  with  such  sucoett,  that  he  was  presented  with  a 


gold  medal  by  the  Society  of  London  Tor  the  Rncoturagement 
of  Arti,  ManuOkCCures,  and  Commerce.  —  Boswell 
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no  great  trouble  when  I  am  not  in  motion,  and  the 
watur  of  the  dropsy  has  passed  away  in  so  happy  a 
maimer,  by  the  goodness  of  God,  as  Dr.  Hel)erden 
declares  himself  not  to  have  known  more  than  four 
times  in  all  his  practice.  I  have  been  confined  to 
the  house  from  December  the  1 4th,  and  shall  not 
venture  out  till  the  weather  is  settled ;  but  I  have 
this  day  dressed  myself  as  before  I  became  ill. 
Join  with  me  in  returning  thanks,  and  pray  for  me 
tiiat  the  time  now  granted  me  may  not  be  ill  spent. 
"  I^t  me  now,  dear  ladies,  have  some  account  of 
you.  Tell  me  how  you  have  endured  this  long 
and  sharp  winter,  and  give  me  hopes  that  we  may 
all  meet  again  with  kindness  and  cheerfulness.  I 
am,  dear  ladies  your  most  humble  servant, 
—  Pemb.  MSS.  Sam.  Johnson." 


JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  London.  March  18.  1784. 

**  Dear  Sir,  —  I  am  too  much  pleased  with  the 
attention  which  you  and  your  dear  lady  ^  show  to 
my  welfare,  not  to  be  diligent  in  letting  you  know 
the  progress  which  I  make  towards  health,  llie 
dropsy,  by  God's  blessing,  has  now  run  almost 
totally  away  by  natural  evacuation :  and  the  &sthma, 
if  not  irriutcd  by  cold,  gives  me  little  trouble. 
While  I  am  writing  this  I  have  nut  any  sensation 
of  debility  or  disease.  But  I  do  not  yet  venture  out, 
having  been  confined  to  the  house  from  the  13th  of 
December,  now  a  quarter  of  a  year. 

"  When  it  will  be  fit  for  me  to  travel  as  far  as 
Aiichinleck  I  am  not  able  to  guess ;  but  such  a 
letter  as  Mrs.  Boswell's  might  draw  any  man  not 
wholly  motionless  a  great  way.  Pray  tell  the  dear 
lady  how  much  her  civility  and  kindness  have 
touched  and  gratified  me. 

"  Our  parliamentary  tumults  have  now  begun  to 
8ul>side,and  the  king's  authority  Ls  in  some  measure 
re-established.  Mr.  Pitt  will  have  great  power' ; 
but  you  must  remember  that  what  be  has  to  give 
nmst,  at  least  for  some  time,  be  given  to  those  who 
gave,  and  those  who  preserve  his  power.  A  new 
minister  can  sacrifice  little  to  esteem  or  friendsliip : 
he  must,  till  he  is  settled,  think  only  of  extending 
his  interest. 

**  If  you  come  hither  through  Edinburgh,  send 
for  Mrs.  Stewart  [p.  641.],  and  give  from  me 
another  guinea  for  the  letter  in  the  old  case,  to 
which  I  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  my  claim  till 
she  gives  it  me.  Please  to  bring  with  you  Baxter's 
Anacreon;  and  if  you  procure  heads  of  Hector 
Boece,  the  historian,  and  Arthur  Johnston  S  the 
poet,  I  will  put  them  in  my  room ;  or  any  other 
of  the  fathers  of  Scottish  literature. 

'*  I  wish  you  an  easy  and  happy  journey,  and 
hope  I  need  not  tell  you  that  you  will  he  welcome 
to,  dear  Sir,  your,  &c.,  Sasi.  Johnson. ** 


[JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  THRALE.* 

"  London,  aoth  March,  17R4. 
Madam,  —  Your  last  letter  had  something  of 


'  Who  hail  written  him  a  T«>ry  kind  letter.  —  Croker. 

«  Mr.  Boiwoll  diK?i.  not  give  ui  A«  letter,  to  whlth  this  it 
an  aniwer ;  but  it  is  clear  that  he  expretsed  «ome  too  tan- 
Kuine  hofio^  of  |ircrcrnicnt  from  Mr.  Pitt,  whimo  favour,  as 
we  have  Just  t«en,  he  had  endeavoured  lo  propitiate.  — 
Ckokhr. 


tenderness.  The  accounts  which  jou  hi 
my  danger  and  distress  were  I  suppose  d 
vated.  I  have  been  confined  ten  weeks 
asthma  and  dropsy.  But  I  am  now  bett 
has  in  bis  mercy  granted  me  a  reprieve  ; 
much  time  his  mercy  must  determine. 

**  Write  to  me  no  more  about  dyimy  teit 
When  you  feel  what  I  have  felt  in  ap| 
eternity  —  in  fear  of  soon  hearing  the  S4 
which  there  is  no  revocation  —  you  will  '. 
folly :  my  wish  is  that  you  may  know 
The  distance  between  the  grave  and  the 
part  of  human  longevity  is  but  a  very  li 
of  that  little  no  path  is  certain.  You 
this,  and  I  thought  that  I  knew  it  ttio;  bL 
it  now  with  a  new  conviction.  May  that 
viction  not  be  vain  I 

*'  I  am  now  cheerful.      I   hope  this  ap 
recovery  is  a   token   of  the    Divine  mci 
friends  continue  their   kindness.      I   give 
to-morrow.      I  am.  Madam,  your,  &c., 
—  Letters.  -  Sam.  Johi 

I  wrote  to  him,  March  28.,  from  "5 
forming  him  that  I  had  a  biffh  gratifi< 
the  triumph  of  monarchical  princip 
aristocratical  influence,  in  that  great 
in  an  address  to  the  king  ;  that  I  was 
on  my  way  to  him,  but  that  news  of 
solution  of  parliament  having  arrive< 
to  hasten  back  to  my  own  county,  whe 
carried  an  address  to  his  majesty  hx 
majority,  and  had  some  intention  of 
candidate  to  represent  the  county  in  par 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL 
"  London,  Marrh: 

**  Dear  Sir, — You  could  do  nothing  s 
as  to  hasten  back  when  you  found  the  pa 
dissolved.  With  the  influence  which  youi 
must  have  gained  you,  it  may  reasonabh 
pected  that  your  presence  will  be  of  iini 
and  your  activity  of  eHect. 

"  Your  solicitude  for  me  gives  me  that 
which  every  man  feels  from  the  kindness  c 
friend  ;  and  it  is  with  delight  I  relieve  it  b 
that  Dr.  Urocklesby's  account  is  true,  ar. 
am,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  wonderfully  r 

"  You  are  entering  upon  a  transaction  « 
quires  much  prudence.  Y'ou  must  cndv; 
oppose  without  exasperating  ;  to  practise  te 
hostility,  without  producing  enemies  fur  lifi 
is,  perhaps,  hard  to  be  done  ;  yet  it  has  h< 
by  many,  and  .seems  most  likely  to  be  iR 
opposing  merely  u|)on  general  principles, 
descending  to  personal  or  particular  con 
objections.  One  thing  I  must  enjoin  vou. 
seldom  obser\-ed  in  the  conduct  of  cKxt 
must  entreat  you  to  be  scrupulous  in  th 
strong  liquors.  One  night's  drunkenness  m; 
the  labours  of  forty  days  well  employed. 


*  See  an/t\  pp.  l-VJ.  *2{» I.  —Croker. 

»  I  tliink  it  necessary  to  Johiitrin^t  i>er»nnjil  I 
cnntiiiut!  extracts  of  i\U  correspondence  with  Mi 
to  its  conclusion —  Ckokrr. 


^T.  75. 
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but  not  clamorous ;  be  active,  but  not  malicious ; 
and  you  may  form  such  an  interest,  as  may  not  only 
exalt  yourself,  but  dignify  your  family. 

**  We  are,  as  you  may  suppose,  all  busy  here.  Mr. 
Fox  resolutely  stands  for  Westminster,  and  his 
IHends  say  will  carry  the  election.  >  However  that 
be,  he  will  certainly  have  a  seat.  Mr.  Hoole  has 
just  told  me,  that  the  city  leans  towards  the  king. 

**  Let  me  hear,  from  time  to  time,  how  you  are 
employed,  and  what  progress  you  make.  Make 
deer  Mrs.  Boswell,  and  all  the  young  Boswells, 
the  dneere  compliments  of,  Sir,  your  affectionate 
bumble  servant,  &c.,  Sam.  Johmsom.** 

To  Mr.  Langton  he  wrote  with  that  cor- 
duditj  which  was  suitable  to  the  long  friend- 
ihip  which  had  subsisted  between  him  and  that 
gentleman. 


JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

(Extracts.) 

-  Mardk  27.  Since  yoa  left  me  I  have  continued, 
m  my  own  opinion,  and  in  Dr.  Brocklesby's,  to  grow 
better,  with  respect  to  all  my  formidable  and  danger- 
ous distempers;  though,  to  a  body  battered  and 
ibaken  as  mine  has  lately  been,  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
weak  attacks  may  be  sometimes  mischievous.  I  have, 
bideed,  by  standing  carelessly  at  an  open  window, 
got  a  very  troublesome  cough,  which  it  has  been 
necessary  to  appease  by  opium,  in  larger  quan- 
tities than  I  like  to  take,  and  I  have  not  found 
it  give  way  so  readily  as  I  expected:  its  ob- 
stinacy,  however,  seems  at  last  disposed  to  sub- 
mit to  the  remedy,  and  I  know  not  whether  I 
Aould  then  have  a  right  to  complain  of  any  morbid 
sensation.  My  asthma  is,  I  am  afraid,  constitu- 
tional and  incurable ;  but  it  is  only  occasional,  and, 
unlen  it  be  excited  by  labour  or  by  cold,  gives  me 
bo  molestation,  nor  does  it  lay  very  close  siege  to 
life ;  for  Sir  John  Floyer,  whom  tiie  physical  race 
eonstder  as  author  of  one  of  the  best  books  upon  it, 
panted  on  to  ninety,  as  was  supposed.  And  why 
were  we  content  with  supposing  a  fact  so  interesting 
of  a  man  so  conspicuous  ?  Because  he  corrupted, 
at  perhaps  seventy  or  eighty,  the  register,  that  he 
might  pass  for  younger  than  he  was.  He  was  not 
much  less  than  eighty,  when  to  a  man  of  rank,  who 
modestly  asked  his  age,  he  answered,  *  Go  look ;  * 
though  he  wva  in  general  a  man  of  civility  and  ele- 
gance. The  ladies,  I  find,  are  at  your  house  all 
well,  except  Miss  Langton,  who  will  probably  soon 
recover  her  health  by  light  suppers.  Let  her  eat 
at  dinner  as  she  will,  but  not  take  a  full  stomach 
to  bed.  Pay  my  sincere  respects  to  dear  Miss 
Langton  in   Lincolnshire ;    let   her   know  that   I 


I  Mr.  Fox  was  returned  for  WMtminster,  after  a  sharp 
election  and  a  tedious  scrutiny.  —  Cboksr. 

s  To  which  Johnson  returned  this  answer  :  — 
"  Dr.  Johnson  admowledges  with  great  respect  the  honour 
of  Lord  Portmnre's  notice.    He  is  better  than  he  was ;  and 
will,  as  his  Lordship  directs,  write  to  Mr.  Lanfton."  — 

BOSWSLL. 

*  The  eminent  painter,  representatire  of  the  ancient  family 
ef  Hmnfrey  (now  Humphry)  In  the  west  of  Rngland;  who, 
as  appears  from  their  arms  which  they  have  invariably  u«ed, 
Imv«  Men  (as  I  have  teen  authenticated  by  the  best  authority) 
ooa  of  those  among  thit  knights  and  esquires  of  honour,  who 
era  represented  by  Holinslied  as  haTing  issued  from  the 


Tower  of  London  on  coursers  apparelled  for  the  Justes,  ac* 
companied  by  ladies  of  honour.  Trading  every  one  a  knight, 
with  a  chain  of  gold,  passing  through  the  streets  of  London 
into  SmithBeld,  on  Sunday,  at  three  u'rlock  in  the  afternortn, 
being  the  first  Sunday  after  Michaolmas.  in  the  fourteenth 

I  rear  of  King  Richard  tne  Second.    This  family  once  (Mijoyiil 
arge  possessions,  but,  like  others,  have  lott  them  in  thf  pm. 
I  gress  of  ages.    Their  hUiod,  however,  remains  to  them  wrll 
'  ascertained;  and  they  may  hofte,  in  the  revolution  of  events, 
to  recover  that  rank  in  society  for  which,  in  modern  tim«M. 
I  fortune  teems  to  be  an  indijipenMlile  requisite —  Boswill 
Mr.  Humphry  died  in  IHIO.  let.  69.  Ilis  eminence  as  a  paiuttT 
was  a  good-nntured  error  of  Bosweil's.  —  CatiKta. 
<  Sun  of  Mr.  Samuel  Paterton,  anti,  p.  23tt.  n.  2.— Cioker. 


mean  not  to  break  our  Icagae  of  friendship,  and 
that  I  have  a  set  of  Lives  for  her,  when  I  have  the 
means  of  sending  it." 
^       **  April  8.   I  am  still  disturbed  by  my  cough  ,  but 
what  thanks  have  I  not  to  pay,  when  my  cough  is 
the  most  painful  sensation  that  I  feel  ?  and  from  that 
I  I  expect  hardly  to  be  released,  while  winter  continues 
,  to  gripe  us  with  so  much  pertinacity,     llie  year 
,  has  now  advanced  eighteen  days  beyond  the  equinox, 
and  still  there  is  very  little  remission  of  the  cold. 
I  When  warm  weather  comes,   which  surely   must 
come  at  last,  I  hope  it  will  help  both  me  and  your 
young  lady.     The  man  so  busy  about  addresses  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  our  own  Boswell,  who 
had  come  as  far  as  York   towards    London,   but 
turned  back  on  the  dissolution,  and  is  said  now  to 
sund  for  some  place.     Whether  to  wish  him  suc- 
cess his  best  friends  hesitate.     Let  me  have  your 
prayers  for  the  completion  of  my  recovery.      I  am 
now   better   than   I  ever  expected  to  have  been. 
May  God  add  to  his  mercies  the  grace  that  may 
enable  me  to  use  them  according  to  his  will.     My 
complimeuu  to  all." 

**  April  1 3.  J  had  this  evening  a  note  from  Lord 
Portmore'  desiring  that  I  would  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  my  health.  You  might  have  had  it  with  less 
circumduction.  I  am,  by  God's  blessing,  I  believe, 
fr«e  from  all  morbid  sensations,  except  a  cough, 
which  is  only  troublesome.  But  I  am  still  weak,  and 
can  have  no  great  hope  of  strength  till  the  weather 
shall  be  softer.  The  summer,  if  it  be  kindly,  will, 
I  hope,  enable  me  to  support  the  winter.  God, 
who  has  so  wonderfully  restored  me,  can  preserve 
me  in  all  seasons.  Let  me  inquire  in  my  turn 
af^er  the  state  of  your  family,  great  and  little.  I 
hope  Lady  Rothes  and  Miss  langton  are  both 
well.  That  is  a  good  basis  of  content.  Then  how 
goes  George  on  with  his  studies  ?  How  does  Miss 
Mary  ?  And  how  does  my  own  Jenny  ?  I  think 
I  owe  Jenny  a  letter,  which  I  will  take  care  to 
pay.  In  the  mean  time  tell  her  that  I  acknow. 
ledge  the  debt  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compli- 
ments  to  the  ladies.  If  Mrs.  Langton  comes  to 
London,  she  will  favour  me  with  a  visit,  for  I  am 
not  well  enough  to  go  ouU** 


JOHNSON  TO  OZIAS  HUMPHRY.' 

"  April  6.  17«M. 
**  Sia,  —  Mr.  Hoole  has  told  me  with  what  be- 
nevolence you  listened  to  a  request  which  I  was 
almost  afraid  to  make,  of  leave  to  a  young  painter* 
to  attend  you  from  time  to  time  in  your  painting- 
room,  to  sec  your  operations,  and  receive  your  in- 
structions. The  yuung  man  has  perhapn  good 
parts,  but  has  been  without  a  regular  education. 
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He  is  my  godson,  and  therefore  I  interest  m3^lf 
in  his  progress  and  success,  and  shall  think  myself 
much  favoured  if  I  receive  from  you  a  permission 
to  send  him. 

**  My  health  is,  by  God's  blessing,  much  restored, 
but  I  am  not  yet  allowed  by  my  physicians  to  go 
abroad ;  nor,  indeed,  do  I  think  myself  yet  able  to 
endure  the  weather.     I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

Sam.  Johksoh.** 

JOHNSON  TO  HUMPHRY. 

"  April  10.  1784. 
*'  Sia, — The  bearer  is  my  godson,  whom  I  take 
the  liberty  of  recommending  to  your  kindness ; 
which  I  hope  he  will  deserve  by  his  respect  to 
your  excellence,  and  his  gratitude  for  your  favours. 
I  am,  Sir,  &c.,  Sam.  Johksox.*' 

JOHNSON  TO  HUMPHRY. 

"May  31. 1784. 
"  Sia, — I  am  very  much  obliged  by  your  civilities 
to  my  godson,  but  must  beg  of  you  to  add  to  them 
the  favour  of  permitting  him  to  see  you  paint,  that 
he  may  know  how  a  picture  is  begun,  advanced, 
and  completed.  Tf  he  may  attend  you  in  a  few  of 
your  operations,  I  hope  he  will  show  that  the  benefit 
has  been  properly  conferred,  both  by  his  proficiency 
and  his  gratitude.  At  least  I  shall  consider  you 
as  enlarging  your  kindness  to.  Sir,  &c., 

*'  Sam.  Johhson." 


JOHNSON  TO  TAYLOR, 

Ashbourne. 

"  London,  Eaiter  Monday,  April  12. 1784. 

«  Dbar  Sir,  —  What  can  be  the  reason  that  I 
hear  nothing  from  you  ?  I  hope  nothing  disables 
you  from  writing.  What  I  have  seen,  and  what  I 
have  felt,  gives  me  reason  to  fear  every  thing.  Do 
not  omit  giving  me  the  comfort  of  knowing,  that 
afrer  all  my  losses,  I  have  yet  a  friend  left. 

«*  I  want  every  comfort.  My  life  is  very  solitary 
and  very  cheerless.  Though  it  has  pleased  God 
wonderfrilly  to  deliver  me  from  the  dropsy,  I  am 
yet  very  weak,  and  have  not  passed  the  door  since 
the  13th  of  December.  I  hope  for  some  help  from 
warm  weather,  which  will  surely  come  in  time. 

'*  I  could  not  have  the  consent  of  the  physicians 
to  go  to  church  yesterday  ;  I  therefore  received  the 
holy  sacrament  at  home,  in  the  room  where  I  com- 
municated with  dear  Mrs  Williams,  a  little  before 
her  death.  O  my  friend,  the  approach  of  death 
is  very  dreadful  !  I  am  afraid  to  think  on  that 
which  I  know  J  cannot  avoid.  It  is  vain  to  look 
round  and  round  for  that  help  which  cannot  be  had. 
Yet  we  hope  and  hope^  and  fancy  that  he  who  has 
lived  to-day  may  live  to-morrow.  But  let  us  learn 
to  derive  our  hope  only  from  God. 

<*  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  be  kind  to  one  another. 
I  have  no  friend  now  living  but  you'  and  Mr. 
Hector,  that  was  the  friend  of  my  youth.  Do  not 
neglect,  dear  Sir,  yours  affectionately, 

**  Sam.  Johnson.*' 


1  Taylor  died  February  19. 1788,  and  Hector,  Sd  Sept.  1794. 
tft.  85.  —  Malonb. 
9  Jeremiah  Cruichley,  Esq.,  had  been  one  of  the  intimates 


JOHNSON  TO   MRS.  THl 
^Extract.) 

«  London,  15th  Aprils  1784.— Yes 
the  pleasure  of  giving  another  dinner  t 
der  of  the  old  club.  "We  used  to 
about  the  year  1750,  and  we  were  as 
former  times :  only  I  could  not  m 
much  noise ;  for  since  the  paralytic 
voice  is  sometime  weak. 

*'  Metcalf[p.  710.]  and  Crutchley«,ii 
ing  each  other,  are  both  members  of  1 
Horsham.  Mr.Cator  [p  767.]  is  chose 

**  But  a  sick  man's  thoughts  soon  tv 
himself.  I  am  still  very  weak,  thov 
tite  is  keen,  and  my  digestion  potent ; 
myself  more  at  table  than  ever  I  d 
cost  before.  1  have  now  an  inclinati 
which  even  your  table  did  not  excite 
my  UUk  was  more  about  the  dishes  thai 
I  remember  you  commended  me  for  se* 
with  my  dinners  when  you  had  reduei 
I  am  able  to  tell  you  with  great  ve 
never  knew  when  the  reduction  bega 
have  known  that  it  was  made  had  not 
I  now  think  and  consult  to>day  wha 
to-morrow.     This  disease  will  likewi; 

cured.     For  there  are  other  things 1 

which  ought  to  predominate  in  the  m 
man  as  I :  but  in  this  world  the  body 
part ;  and  my  hope  is,  that  it  shall  ha\ 
my  hope,  but  not  my  confidence  ;  I  I 
timidity  of  a  Christian  to  determine,  m 
of  a  Stoic  to  secure  me.** 

"  April  19.  —  I  received  this  mornii 
nificent  fish,  and  in  the  afternoon  you 
not  sending  it  I  have  invited  the 
Miss  Burney  to  dine  upon  it  to-morrc 

"  The  club  which  has  been  lately  ir 
Sam's ;  and  there  was  I  when  I  was  h 
house.  But  the  people  whom  I  men 
letter  are  the  remnant  of  a  little  club 
meet  in  Ivy-lane  about  three  and  thir 
out  of  which  we  have  lost  Ha  wkeswortl 
the  rest  arc  yet  on  this  side  the  grave.' 

''London,  21  a*  April,  1784. —  I  rtu 
send  you  intelligence,  which,  if  I  do  n< 
self,  you  will  not  receive  without  sor 
pleasure.  After  a  confinement  of  one 
twenty-nine  days,  more  than  the  thii 
year,  and  no  inconsiderable  part  of  h 
this  day  returned  thanks  to  God  in  S 
church  for  my  recovery ;  a  recovery,  in 
fifth  year,  from  a  distemper  which 
vigour  of  youth  are  known  to  surmoi 
very,  of  which  neither  myself,  my  frier 
physicians,  had  any  hope ;  for  though  tt 
me  with  some  continuance  of  life,  they 
posed  that  I  could  cease  to  be  drops 
dropsy,  however,  is  quite  vanished  ;  and 
so  much  mitigated,  that  I  walked  to- 
more  easy  respiration  than  I  have  know 
for  perhaps  two  years  past.  I  hope  the 
lightens  my  days  will  assist  me  to  use  tl 

'*  The   Hooles,   Miss    Burney,  and 
(Wesley's  sister)  feasted  yesterday  wit 


at  Streatham.  and  was  onp  of  Mr.  Thrale's  ex 
continued  in  the  House  of  Commona  till  IMS 
1847. 
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i  ' 
I 


tained  extraordinary  relief,  for  which  he  looked 
up  to  Heaven  with  grateful  devotion.  He 
made  no  direct  inference  from  this  fact ;  but 
from  his  manner  of  telling  it,  I  could  perceive 
that  it  appeared  to  him  as  something  more 
than  an  incident  in  the  common  course  of 
events.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  difficulty 
to  avow  that  cast  of  thinking,  which,  by  many 
modern  pretenders  to  wisdom,  is  called  super' 
ttitious.  But  here  I  think  even  men  of  dry 
rationality  may  believe,  that  there  was  an  inter- 
mediate *  interposition  of  Divine  Providence, 
and  that  the  "fervent  prayer  of  this  righteous 
man  "  availed.  * 

On  Sunday,  May  9.,  I  found  Colonel  Val- 
iancy * ,  the  celebrated  antiquary  and  engineer 
of  Ireland,  with  him.  On  Monday,  the  10th, 
I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Paradise's,  where  was 
a  large  company ;  Mr.  Bryant,  Mr.  Joddrel  * , 
Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  &c.  On  Thursday,  the 
13th,  I  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  JoddreVs,  with 
another  large  company  ;  the  Bishop  of  Exeter 
[Dr.  Boss],  Lord  Monboddo,  Mr.  Murphy, 
&c.  I  was  sorry  to  observe  Lord  Monboddo 
avoid  any  communication  with  Dr.  Johnson. 
I  flattered  myself  that  I  had  made  them  very 
good  friends ;  but  unhappily  his  lordship  had 
resumed  and  cherished  a  violent  prdudice 
against  my  illustrious  friend,  to  whom  I  must 
do  the  justice  to  say,  there  was  on  his  part  not 
the  least  anger,  but  a  good-hiunoured  sportiye- 
ness.  Nay,  though  he  knew  of  his  lordship's 
indisposition  towards  him,  he  was  even  kindly ; 
as  appeared  from  his  inquiring  of  me  af^r 
him,  by  an  abbreviation  of  his  name,  "  Well, 
how  does  Monny  .♦" 

On  Saturday,  May  15.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Dr.  Brocklesby*8,  where  were  Colonel  Valiancy, 
Mr.  Murphy,  and  that  ever-cheerful  companion, 
Mr.  Devaynes,  apothecary  to  his  majesty.* 
Of  these  days,  and  others  on  which  I  saw  him, 
I  have  no  memorials,  except  the  general  recol- 
lection of  his  being  able  and  animated  in  con- 
versation, lAd  appearing  to  relish  society  as 
much  as  the  youngest  man.  I  find  only  these 
three  small  particulars :  When  a  person  was  men- 
tioned, who  said,  *'  I  have  lived  fifty-one  years 
in  this  world  without  having  had  ten  minutes 
of  uneasiness ;"  he  exclaimed,  "  The  man  who 
says  so  lies :  he  attempts  to  impose  on  human 


I  So  in  all  the  editious,  though  the  meaning  of  the  term 
intermediate  does  not  aeem  quite  clear.  Perhaps  Mr.  Bos- 
well  may  have  meant  immediate Crokir. 

s  Upon  this  subject  there  is  a  verjr  fair  and  judicious  re- 
mark in  the  Lire  of  Dr.  Abemethv,  in  the  first  edition  of  the 
Biographia  Britannica,  which  I  should  have  been  glail  to  see 
in  his  Life,  which  has  b4>ea  written  for  the  second  edition  of 
that  valuable  work.  "  To  deny  the  exercise  of  a  particular 
providence  in  the  Deitv's  government  of  the  world  Is  cer- 
tainly impious,  yet  nothing  serves  the  cause  of  the  scorner 
more  than  incautious  forward  zeal  in  determining  the  par- 
ticular instances  of  it."  In  confirmaiion  of  my  sentiments, 
I  am  also  happy  to  quote  that  sensible  and  elegant  writer, 
Mr.  Melmoth.  In  Letter  VIII.  of  his  collection,  published 
under  the  name  of  Fitsosborne,  "  We  may  tafely  assert,  that 
the  belief  of  a  particular  Providence  is  founded  upon  such 
probable  reasons  as  mar  well  Justify  our  assent.  It  would 
scarce,  therefore,  be  wise  to  renounce  an  (pinion  which 
■fltafds  so  firm  a  support  to  the  soul  in  those  seasons  wherein 
ihe  lUuids  In  most  need  of  assistance,  merely  because  it  is 


credulity.**  The  Bbhop  of  Exet 
observed,  that  men  were  very  diffe 
lordship's  manner  was  not  iroprese 
learnt  afterwards,  that  Johnson  dl 
out  that  the  person  who  talked  to  bin 
late  ;  if  he  had,  I  doubt  not  that  he ' 
treated  him  with  more  resi)ect;  for,  o 
of  George  Psalmanazar,  whom  he  rev 
his  piety,  he  said,  ^*  I  should  as  so 
contradicting  a  bishop.**     One  of  the 

I)rovoked  him  greatly  by  doing  wh; 
east  of  all  bear,  which  was,  quoting 
of  his  own  writing,  against  wnat  he 
tained.     "What,  Sir,**    cried    the 
"  do  you  say  to  — 

*  The  busy  day,  the  peaceful  nif 
Unfelt,  uncounted,  glided  by?' 

Johnson,  finding  himself  thus  pr 
giving  an  instance  of  a  man  wh* 
without  uneasiness,  was  much  off 
he  looked  u))on  such  a  quotation  05  i 
anger  burst  out  in  an  unjustifial 
insinuating  that  the  gentleman's  r 
a  sally  of  ebriety :  "  Sir,  there  is  c 
I  would  advise  you  to  command ; 
have  drunk  out  that  glass,  don't  <lrinl 
Here  was  exemplified  what  Goldsni 
him,  with  the  aid  of  a  very  witt3'  i 
one  of  Gibber  s  comedies :  "  Thereis 
with  Johnson  :  for  if  his  pistol  mh 
knocks  you  down  with  the  butt  end 
Another  was  this:  when  a  gent 
eminence  in  the  literary  world  wa 
censured  for  attacking  people  bv  i 
paragraphs  in  newspapers,  he^ 
spirit  of  contradiction,  as  I  ihougli 
his  defence,  and  said,  "Come,  cor 
not  so  terrible  a  crime ;  he  moans  o 
them  a  little.  I  do  not  say  that  I 
it ;  but  there  is  a  great  diflTerence  be 
and  me :  what  is  fit  for  Hepha?stio 
for  Alexander.'*  Another,  when  I 
that  a  young  and  hand<«omc  counte; 
to  me,  "  I  should  think  that  to  be 
Dr.  Johnson  would  make  one  a  fo< 
life;"  and  that  I  answered,  "Mad: 
make  him  a  fool  to-day,  by  repent 
him;"  he  said,  "I  am  too  old  to  1 
fool :  but  if  you  say  I  am  made  a  fo 


not  possible,  in  quettions  of  this  kind,  to  solve  ev 
which  attends  them."  —  Boswkll. 

*  Afterwards  General  Valiancy ;   an  ingenioi 
somewhat  of  a  visionary  on  Irisn  antiquities. 
1812.set.  92.  — Crokbr. 

*  Kichard  Paul  Joddrel.  Esq..  formerly  MP. 
died  Jan.  sn.  1831.  aged  86.  tie  was  the  last 
Johnson's  Essex  Street  club.  —  Crokbr. 

>  Indeed  his  fViends  seem  to  hare,  as  it  wen 
his  recovery  by  a  round  of  dinners,  for  he  wrote 
to  Mrs.  Thrale :  — "  Now  1  am  broken  loose,  my  I 
willing  enough  to  sec  me.  On  Mittdagf  I  dined 
dlse;  Tueaday,  Hoolc:  Wrdnetday^  Dr.  Tay 
with  Joddrel :  Friday,  Mrs.  Garrick  ;  Saturday, 
lesby  ;  next  Mondat/.  Dilly."-.  Crokbh. 

•  Most  probably  Mr.  Botwell  himself,  who  bai 
once  applied  the  same  quotation  on  aimilar  c 
Crokbr. 

7  Verses  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Levett. Bocwi 

•  George  Steeretu.—  CROKn. 
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not  deny  it.    I  am  much  pleased  with  a  com- 
pliment, especially  from  a  pretty  woman.** 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  May  15.,  he 
was  in  fine  spirits  at  our  Essex  Head  Club. 
He  told  us,  "  I  dined  yesterday  at  Mrs.  Gar- 
rick*8  with  Mrs.  Carter ',  Miss  Hannah  More, 
and  Fanny  Bumey.  Three  such  women  are 
not  to  be  found  :  I  know  not  where  I  could 
find  a  fourth,  except  Mrs.  Lennox,  who  is 
superior  to  them  all.'*  Boswsll.  "What! 
had  you  thera  all  to  yourself,  Sir  ?**  Johnson. 
**I  nad  them  all,  as  much  as  they  were  had ; 
but  it  might  have  been  better  had  there  been 
more  company  there."  Bosweix.  "  Might  not 
Mrs.  Montagu  have  been  a  fourth  ?  **  Johnson. 
**Sir,  Mrs.  Montagu  docs  not  make  a  trade 
of  her  wit :  but  Mrs.  Montagu  is  a  very  ex- 
traordinary woman  :  she  has  a  constant  stream 
of  conversation,  and  it  is  always  impregnated ; 
it  has  always  meaning."  Boswell.  "Mr. 
Burke  has  a  constant  stream  of  conversation.** 
Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  if  a  man  were  to  go  by 
chance  at  the  same  time  with  Burke  under  a 
shed  to  shun  a  shower,  he  would  say,  ^this 
18  an  extraordinary  man.*  If  Burke  should 
go  into  a  stable  to  see  his  horse  dressed,  the 
ostler  would  say,  *  we  have  had  an  extraordi- 
nary man  here.  *'  Bosweix.  "Foote  was  a 
man  who  never  failed  in  conversation.  If  he 
had  gone  into  a  stable  —  *  Johnson.  "Sir, 
if  he  had  gone  into  a  stable,  the  ostler  would 
have  said,  *here  has  been  a  comical  fellow;* 
but  he  would  not  have  respected  him.**  Bos- 
well.  "And,  Sir,  the  ostler  would  have 
answered  him,  —  would  have  given  him  as 
good  as  he  brought,  as  the  common  sayins  is.*' 
Johnson.  "Yes,  Sir;  and  Foote  would  nave 
answered  the  ostler.  When  Burke  does  not 
descend  to  be  merry,  his  conversation  is  very 
superior  indeed.  There  is  no  proportion  be- 
tween the  powers  which  he  shows  in  serious 
talk  and  in  jocularity.  When  he  lets  himself 
down  to  that  he  is  in  the  kennel."  I  have  in 
Another  place  [p.  273.]  opposed,  and  I  hope 
with  success.  Dr.  Johnson's  very  singular  and 
erroneous  notion  as  to  Mr.  Burke's  pleasantry. 
Mr.  Windham  now  said  low  to  me,  that  he 
differed  from  our  great  friend  in  this  observa- 
tion ;  for  that  Mr.  Burke  was  often  very  happy 
in  his  merriment.  It  would  not  have  been 
right  for  either  of  us  to  have  contradicted 
Johnson  at  this  time,  in  a  society  all  of  whom 
did  not  know  and  value  Mr.  Burke  as  much 
18  we  did.    It  might  have  occasioned  some- 


I  Th1«  leariM^  and  (ncrellrat  ladf ,  lo  often  mentioned  in 
IMt  Tolarae.  died  at  her  bouse  In  Clarget  Street,  Feb.  19. 
Hoc,  tn  ber  eighty-nintb  year.  —  Halonv.  The  letters  of 
flbM  three  ladies,  posthumously  pnblUhrd,  have  confirmed, 
ftsd.  Indeed,  increased  the  reputation  of  Mrs.  Carter  and 
Bannah  More,  while  they  have  wholly  extinguished  that  of 
**%hmr  D'Arblay  ;  but  this  indeed  bad  been  waning  ever 
Ifkkf  her  two  first  novels,  which,  clever  as  they  were,  owed 
%  tnMt  deal  of  their  extraordinary  success  to  the  strange 
iWa representation,  that  had  been  somehow  made,  of  the 
*QUior's  being  ten  years  younger  than  she  really  was.   Ante^ 

|L  75S.  D.  3 CaoKCB,  1S47. 

*•  1  have  ilnee  heard  that  tli«  report  wu  noc  wdl  founded ; 


thing  more  rouch,  and  at  any  rate  would  pro- 
bably have  checked  the  flow  of  John8on*s  good 
humour.  He  called  to  us  with  a  sudden  air 
of  exultation,  as  the  thought  started  into  his 
mind,  "  O I  Gentlemen,  I  must  tell  you  a  very 
great  thing.  The  Empress  of  Russia  has  or- 
dered the  ^  Rambler'  to  be  translated  into  the 
Russian  language  * ;  so  I  shall  be  read  on  the 
banks  of  the  m>lga.  Horace  boasts  that  his 
fame  would  extend  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the 
Rhone;  now  the  Wolga  is  farther  from  me 
than  the  Rhone  was  from  Horace.**  Boswell. 
"  You  must  certainly  be  pleased  with  this.  Sir.'* 
Johnson.  "  I  am  pleased,  Sir,  to  be  sure.  A 
man  is  pleased  to  find  he  has  succeeded  in  that 
which  he  has  endeavoured  to  do.** 

One  of  the  company  mentioned  his  having 
seen  a  noble  person  driving  in  his  carriage, 
and  looking  exceedingly  weU,  notwithstanding 
his  great  age.  Johnson.  "  Ah,  Sir,  that  is 
nothing.  Bacon  observes,  that  a  stout  healthy 
old  man  is  like  a  tower  undermined.** 

On  Sunday,  May  16.,  I  found  him  alone ; 
he  talked  of  Mrs.  Thrale  with  much  concern, 
saying,  "  Sir,  she  has  done  every  thing  wrong 
since  Thrale's  bridle  was  off  her  neck ;"  and 
was  proceeding  to  mention  some  circumstances 
which  have  sinc«  been  the  subject  of  public 
discussion ',  when  he  was  interrupted  by  tne  ar- 
rival of  Dr.  Douglas,  now  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

Dr.  Douglas,  upon  this  occasion,  refuted  a 
mistaken  notion  which  is  very  common  in  Scot- 
land, that  the  ecclesiastical  discipline  *  of  the 
Church  of  England,  though  duly  enforced,  is 
insufficient  to  preserve  the  morals  of  the  clergy, 
inasmuch  as  all  delinquents  may  be  screened 
by  appealing  to  the  convocation,  which  being 
never  anthorbed  by  the  king  to  sit  for  the 
despatch  of  business,  the  appeal  never  can  be 
heard.  Dr.  Douglas  observed,  that  this  was 
founded  upon  ignorance ;  for  that  the  bishops 
have  sufficient  power  to  maintain  discipline, 
and  that  the  sitting  of  the  convocation  was 
wholly  immaterial  in  this  respect,  it  being  not 
a  court  of  judicature,  but  like  a  parliament,  to 
make  canons  and  regulations  as  times  may 
require. 

Johnson,  talking  of  the  fear  of  death,  said, 
"  Some  people  are  not  afraid,  because  they 
look  upon  salvation  as  the  effect  of  an  absolute 
decree,  and  think  they  feel  in  themselves  the 
marks  of  sanctification.  Others,  and  those  the 
most  rational  in  my  opinion,  look  upon  salva- 
tion as  conditional ;  and  as  they  never  can  be 


but  the  elation  discovered  by  Johnson,  in  the  beltef  that  it 
was  true,  showed  a  noble  ardour  for  literary  liune.— Bo»- 

WKLL. 

s  See  atU^,  p.  510.  n.  3.  —  CaoKM. 

4  Since  the  abolition  of  the  High  Commission  Conrt  In 
1640,  proceedings  against  clergymen  for  ecclesiastical  oOlenoas 
(happily,  in  this  country,  of  rare  occurremw,  when  compared 
with  the  number  of  the  clergy)  have  been  conducted  by  the 
same  rules  as  are  observed  In  other  criminal  cases  In  the 
spiritual  courts.  That  inconveniences  have  attended  theii 
application  to  such  suits  Is  not  a  recent  complaint,  bat  some 
modem  cases  show  the  necessity  of  aome  wrlj  and  aihctiial 
remedy.—  MaMuaND. 

8c  2 
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sure  that  they  have  complied  with  the  con- 
ditloDB,  they  are  afraid.'* 

In  one  of  his  little  manuscript  diaries  about 
this  time  I  find  a  short  notice,  which  marks 
his  amiable  disposition  more  ccrtiunljr  than 
a  thousand  studied  declarations.  ^  Afternoon 
spent  cheerfully  and  el^antly,  I  hope  without 
offence  to  God  or  man ;  though  m  no  holy 
duty,  yet  in  the  general  exercise  and  cultiva- 
tion of  benevolence.'* 

On  Monday,  May  17^  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Dilly's,  where  were  Colonel  Valiancy,  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Gibbons,  and  Mr.  Capel  Loffl, 
who,  though  a  most  zealous  AVhig,  has  a  mind 
so  full  of  learning  and  knowledge,  and  so  much 
exercised  in  various  departments,  and  withal 
so  much  liberality,  that  the  stupendous  powers 
of  the  literary  Goliah,  thougn  they  did  not 
frighten  this  little  David  of  poi)ular  spirit, 
could  not  but  excite  hb  admiration.  There 
was  also  Mr.  Braithwaite  of  the  Post-office,  that 
amiable  and  friendly  man,  who,  with  modest 
and  una8sumin<r  manners,  has  associated  with 
many  of  the  wits  of  the  age.  Johnson  was 
very  quiescent  *  to-da^.  Perhaps,  too,  I  was 
indolent.  I  find  nothing  more  of  him  in  my 
notes,  but  that  when  I  mentioned  that  I  had 
seen  in  the  king's  library  sixty-three  editions 
of  my  favourite  Thomas  a  Kempis, — amongst 
which  it  was  in  eight  lan^ages,  Latin,  Ger- 
man, French,  Italian,  Spanish,  English,  Arabic, 
and  Armenian, — he  said  he  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  collect  many  editions  of  a  book, 
which  were  all  the  same,  except  as  to  the  paper 
and  print ;  he  would  have  the  original,  and  all 
the  translations,  and  all  the  editions  which  had 
any  variations  in  the  text  He  approved  of  the 
famous  collection  of  editions  of  Horace  by 
Douglas  ',  mentioned  by  Poi)c,  who  is  said  to 
have  had  a  closet  filled  with  them  ;  and  he 
added,  "  every  man  should  try  to  collect  one 
book  in  that  manner,  and  present  it  to  a  public 
library." 

On  Tuesday,  May  18.,  I  saw  him  for  a  short 
time  in  the  morning.  I  told  him  that  the  mob 
had  called  out,  as  the  king  passed  ^  "  No 
Fox,  no  Fox  I "  which  I  did  not  like.  He 
siud,  "They  were  right.  Sir."  I  said,  I 
thought  not ;  for  it  seemed  to  be  making  Mr. 
Fox  the  king's  comiMititor.  There  being  no 
audience,  so  that  there  could  be  no  triumph  in 
a  victory,  he  fairly  agreed  with  me.    I  said  it 


>  lie  wai  protnbW  not  at  hii  ease  under  the  diiputatioui 
whiitRltni  of  Capel  l^flt,with  which  hit  stote  of  health  indls- 
poaedhim  to  combat.  —  Crukbr,  1A47. 

*  The  mention  by  Pope  U  in  the  following  lines  of  the 
Dunclad,  and  the  subjoined  noU  :— 

*'  Bid  me  with  Polllo  sup.  as  well  as  dine. 
There  all  the  learned  shall  at  the  labour  stand. 
And  Douglas  lend  his  soft  obstetric  hand. 

**  DomKlaa,  a  physician  of  great  learning  and  no  less  taste ; 
above  all,  curious  in  what  related  to  Horace ;  of  whom  he 
collected  cTerj  edition,  translation,  and  commmt,  to  the 
number  of  several  hundred  volumes."  —  JhmeU^  b.  iv. 
1.  Sm.  Dr.  James  Douglas  was  bom  In  Scotland  in  1675. 
and  died  in  London  in  1742.  He  published  some  medical 
worlds.— Cbokbk. 


miffht  do  very  well,  if  explained  tl 
us  nave  no  Fox,**  understanding  it  i 
to  his  Majesty  not  to  appoint  that 
minister. 


CHAPTER  LXXIX. 
1784. 

Departed  Friends,  —  ArgttmenL  —  T. 
Helen  Maria  WiUiams.  —  Knotting. 
—  NewtoH  on  tJte  Prophecies.  —  A' 
Infidel  Writers.  —  Church  of  Borne,  - 
Tory,  —  Miss  Adams.  —  Fox  and  T 
clijffk's  Traveliing  Fettowships,  —  /Va^ 
Taylor.  —  Iffley,  —  Dr,  NoweU,  — 
Bate.  —  John  Henderson,  -—  Balance  o 

On  Wednesday,  May  19.,  I  sat  a  i 
evening  with  him,  by  ourselrcs.  1 
that  the  death  of  our  friends  might 
solation  against  the  fear  of  our  own  c 
because  we  might  have  more  friei 
other  world  than  in  this.  He  pc 
this  OS  a  reflection  upon  his  appre 
to  death,  and  said,  with  heat,  "I 
man  know  where  his  departed  frie; 
whether  they  will  be  his  friends  ii 
world?  How  many  friendships 
known  formed  upon  principles  o 
Most  friendships  are  formed  by  ca{ 
chance — mere  confederacies  in  vice 
in  folly." 

We  talked  of  our  worthy  ft 
Langton.  He  said,  "  I  know  not  w 
to  heaven  if  Langton  does  not.  SL 
almost  say  Sit  anima  mea  cum  Lan 
mentioned  a  very  eminent  frienci  as 
man.  Johnson.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  but 
has  not  the  evangelical   virtue   of 

,  I  am  afraid,  would  not  j 

pick  up  a  wench."  • 

lie  however  charged  Mr.  Lan 
what  he  thought  want  of  judgment 
interesting  occasion.  "WhenXwa 
he,  "  I  desired  he  would  tell  me  si 
what  he  thought  my  life  was  fault} 
brought  me  a  sheet  of  paper,  on  wh 
written  down  several  texts  of  Scr 


»  To  open  parliament.  The  Westminster 
concluded  only  the  day  before  in  favour  of  Mi 
return,  however,  was  delayed  bj  the  rrqu 
scrutiny —  Crokkr  . 

*  As  Boswell  has  seldom,  if  ever.  msiMt 
**  eminent  Jrimdr  exctiA  to  Mr.  Burke  orsir 
Dolds,  it  may  not  be  unnecessary  to  remind  the  i 
this  time  Mr.  Burlie  was  fifty<four.  and  Sir  Joali 
Tears  of  age.  and  that  the  good  taste  and  moral 
both  forbid  our  believing  that  ther«  could  ha 
ground  for  so  offensive  a  supposition  atfainsi  eiti 
ticularly  as  against  Mr.  Burke  —a  marked  man  • 
pletr.  and.  as  Boswell  admiu.  and  all  the  worl 
markable  for  the  most  "  orderfy  tmd  atm'mhle  dom 
Ante,  p.  6^.  We  shall  see  by  and  by  {peat.  D 
still  more  culpable  instance  ofBoswelW  indelica 
cretion  in  dealing  with  such  matters. ....  Caoua, 
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oommendlng  Christian  charity.  And  when  I 
questioned^m  what  occasion  I  had  given  for 
such  an  animadversion,  all  that  he  could  saj 
amounted  to  this,  —  that  I  sometimes  con- 
tradicted people  in  conversation.  Now  what 
harm  docs  it  do  to  any  man  to  be  contradicted?'* 
BoswBLi..  *'''  I  suppose  he  meant  the  manner 
of  doing  it ;  roughly  and  harshly.*"  Johnson. 
**  And  who  is  the  worse  for  that  ?"  Boswsll. 
**  It  hurts  people  of  weaker  nerves."  John- 
■ON.  "  I  know  no  such  weak-nerved  people." 
Mr.  Burke,  to  whom  I  related  this  conference, 
said,  ^  It  is  well  if,  when  a  man  comes  to  die, 
he  has  nothing  heavier  upon  his  conscience 
than  having  l^en  a  little  rough  in  conversa- 
tion." 

Johnson,  at  the  time  when  the  paper  was 
presented  to  him,  though  at  first  pleased  with 
the  attention  of  his  friend,  whom  he  thanked 
in  an  earnest  manner,  soon  exclaimed  in  aloud 
and  angry  tone,  "  What  is  your  drift.  Sir  ?  " 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  pleasantly  observed,  that 
it  was  a  scene  for  a  comedy,  to  see  a  penitent 
get  into  a  violent  passion  and  belabour  his 
oonfe«M>r.^ 

I  have  preserved  no  more  of  his  conversa- 
tion at  the  times  when  I  saw  him  during  the 
rest  of  this  month,  till  Sunday,  the  30th  of 
May,  when  I  met  him  in  the  evening  at  Mr. 
Hoole*s,  where  there  was  a  large  company 
both  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Sir  James 
I  Johnston  happened  to  say  that  he  paid  no 
regard  to  the  arguments  of  counsel  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  because  they  were 
paid  for  speaking.  Johnson.  ^*Nay,  Sir, 
argument  is  argument.  You  cannot  help 
paying  regard  to  their  arguments  if  they  are 
good.  If  it  were  testimony,  you  might  dis- 
regard it,  if  you  knew  that  it  were  purchased. 
There  is  a  beautiful  image  in  Bacon  ^  upon 
this  subject  Testimony  is  like  an  arrow  shot 
from  a  long-bow ;  the  force  of  it  depends  on 
the  strength  of  the  hand  that  draws  it.  Ar- 
gument IS   like   an  arrow  from  a  cross-bow, 


1  After  all.  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  that  m  Mr.  Langton 
was  Mriousljr  requested  by  Dr.  Johnson  to  mention  what 
appeared  to  him  erroneous  in  the  character  of  his  friend,  he  was 
bound  as  an  lionest  man  to  intimate  what  he  really  thought, 
which  he  certainly  did  in  the  most  delicate  manner ;  so  that 
Johnsoo  himself,  when  in  a  auiet  frame  of  mind,  was  pleased 
with  it.    The  texU  suggested  are  now  liefore  me.  and  I  shall 

Siote  a  few  of  them.  **  Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall 
berit  the  earth."  —  Malt.  r.  5.  •'  1  therefore,  the  prisoner 
of  the  Lord,  beseech  you  that  ve  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation 
wherewith  ye  are  called,  with  all  lowliness  and  meekness, 
with  long-suffering  forbearing  one  another  in  \oyns."—Epkei. 
▼.1,3.  *'  And  above  all  these  things,  put  on  charity,  which  is 
tiM  bond  of  perfuctness."  —  Vol.  iii.  14.  "  Charity  suiTereth 
long,  and  is  kind  ;  charity  envieth  not ;  charitv  vaunteth  not 
itaeir,  is  not  puflTed  up,  doth  not  behave  itvelf  unseemly,  is 
DOC  easily  provoked."—  1  Cor.  xiii.  4,  ft.  —  Bfswiu.. 

*  Dr.  Johnson's  memory  deceived  him.  The  passage  re- 
ferred to  is  not  Bacon's,  but  Boyle's,  and  may  be  found,  with 
a  alight  variation,  in  Johnson's  Dictionary,  under  the  word 

Crwttbotg So  happily  selected  are  the  greater  part  of  the 

•samples  in  that  incomparable  work,  that  if  the  most  striking 
nuuget  fbund  in  it  were  collected  by  one  of  our  modem 
bookmakers,  under  the  title  of  **  The  Beauties  of  Johnson's 
JMeCkMiary,"  they  would  form  a  very  pleasing  and  popukr 


Malomb. 

*  Dr.  Moore,  in  his  Lffe  <^SmotUU,  professes  to  relate 
tills  drcorastance  (at  which  he  was  present)  with  more  "  pre- 
than  BoBwell ;  but  it  is  satisfactorj  to  find  that  hts 


which  has  equal   force   though   shot   by  a 
child.**  s 

He  had  dined  that  day  at  Mr.  Hoole^s,  and 
ACiss  Helen  Maria  Williams  being  expected  in 
the  evening,  Mr.  Hoole  put  into  his  hands 
her  beautifiH  ""  Ode  on  the  Peace.*' ^  Johnson 
read  it  over,  and  when  this  elegant  and  ac- 
complished young  lady^  was  presented  to  him, 
he  took  her  by  the  hand  in  the  most  courteous 
manner,  and  repeated  the  finest  stanza  of  her 
poem.  This  was  the  most  delicate  and  pleas- 
ing compliment  he  could  pay.  Her  respectable 
friend.  Dr.  Kippis,  from  whom  I  had  this 
anecdote,  was  standing  by,  and  was  not  a  little 
gratified. 

Miss  Williams  told  me,  that  the  only  other 
time  she  was  fortunate  enough  to  be  in  Dr. 
Johnson's  company,  he  asked  her  to  sit  down 
by  hiin,  which  she  did ;  and  upon  her  inquir- 
ing how  he  wss,  he  answered,  '*  I  am  very  ill 
indeed.  Madam.  I  am  very  iJl  even  when  you 
are  near  me ;  what  should  I  be  were  you  at  a 
distance  ?  *' 

["JOHNSON  TO  MISS  REYNOLDS. 
•*  May  28. 1784. 

**  Madam,  —  You  do  me  wrong  by  imputing  my 
omission  to  any  captious  punctiliousness.  I  have 
not  yet  seen  &r  Joshua,  and,  when  I  do  see  him,  I 
know  not  how  to  serve  you.  When  I  spoke  upon 
your  affatrs  *  to  him,  at  Chrutmas,  I  received  oo 
encouragement  to  speak  again. 

**  But  we  shall  never  do  business  by  letters.  We 
must  see  one  another. 

*•  I  have  returned  your  papers,  [pp.  697.706.]  and 
am  glad  that  you  laid  aside  the  thought  of  printing 
them.  I  am.  Madam,  your  most  humble  servant, 
— /ieyji.   MSS,  "Sam.  Johvsoit."] 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  HAMILTON.' 

"  Bolt  Court.  June  4.  1783. 
"  RivxREKD  Sia, —  Be  pleased  to  excuse  this 
application  from  a  stranger  in  fiivour  of  one  who 
has  very  little  ability  to  speak  for  herself.     Tlie 


statement  proves  the  accuracy  of  BoswelI*s  narration,  as 
well  as  the  superiority  of  his  style  of  reporting. Crokbr. 

*  The  peace  made  by  that  very  able  statesman  the  Earl  of 
Shelbume.  now  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  which  may  fkirly  be 
considered  as  the  foundation  of  all  the  prosperity  of  Great 
Britain  since  that  time.  —  Boswbu.. 

9  In  the  first  edition  of  my  work,  the  epithet  amiabk  was 
given.  I  was  sornr  to  be  obliged  to  strike  It  out;  but  I  could 
not  in  justice  suflcr  it  to  remain,  after  this  young  lady  had 
not  only  written  In  favour  of  the  savage  anarchy  with  which 
France  has  been  visited,  but  had  (as  I  have  been  Informed  by 
good  authority)  walked,  without  horror,  over  the  ground  at 
the  ThuiileritfS  when  it  was  strewed  with  the  naked  bodies  of 
the  faithful  Swiu  Guards,  who  were  barbarously  massacred 
for  having  braveir  defended,  against  a  crew  of  rufllans,  the 
monarch  whom  they  had  taken  an  oath  to  defend.  Prom 
Dr.  Johnson  she  could  now  expect  not  endearment,  but 
repulsion.  —  Boswaix.  Miss  Williams,  like  many  other  early 
enthusiasts  of  the  French  revolution,  had  latterly  altered  her 
She  died  in  1898, 


opinion  very  considerably. 
Caoan. 


Kt.  65.-. 


•  No  doubt,  pecuniary  allhirs.  similar  to  those  mentioned 
anti^  p.  683.  n.l.  1  preserve  all  these  notes  as  proofs  of 
Johnson's  active  benevolence  towards  his  friends,  and  the 
reliance  they  had  on  his  kindness.  —  Caoasa. 

7  This  and  the  following  notes,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Hamilton,  Vicar  of  St.  Blartin's  hi  the  Fields,  are  published 

from  the  originals,  in  the  possession  of  his  soo ;  who  observes, 

that "  they  are  of  no  hurtber  interest,  than  as  showing  the 
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unhappy  woman  who  waits  oo  you  with  this,  has 
been  known  to  me  many  years.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  a  clergyman  of  Leicestershire,  who  by 
an  unhappy  marriage  is  reduced  to  solicit  a  reluge 
in  the  workhouse  of  your  parish,  to  which  she  has 
a  claim  by  her  husband's  settlement. 

Her  case  admits  of  little  deliberation ;  she  is 
turned  out  of  her  lodging  into  the  street  What 
my  condition  allows  me  to  do  for  her  I  have 
already  done,  and  having  no  friend,  she  can  have  re- 
course only  to  the  parish.  I  am,  reverend  Sir,  &c, 
MSS.  "Sam.  JoHMsoM.** 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  HAMILTON. 

"  Bolt  Court,  Feb.  11. 1784. 

**  Sia,  —  My  physicians  endeavour  to  make  me 
believe  that  I  shall  sometime  be  better  qualified  to 
receive  visits  from  men  of  el^ance  and  civility  like 
yours. 

**  Mrs.  Pelld  shall  wait  upon  you,  and  you  will 
judge  what  will  be  proper  for  you  to  do.     I  once 
more  return  you  my  thanks,  and  am,  Sir,  &c., 
— MSS.  **  Sam.  Joh  msom." 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  HAMILTON. 

June  2.  1784. 

"  Sir,  —  You  do  every  thing  that  is  liberal  and 
kind.  Mrs.  Pelle  is  a  bad  manager  for  herself, 
but  I  will  employ  a  more  skilful  agent,  one  Mrs. 
Gardiner,  who  will  wait  on  you  and  employ 
PelU*s  money  to  the  best  advantage.  Mrs. 
Gardiner  will  wait  on  you. 

"  I   return   you.   Sir,  sincere  thanks  for   your 
attention  to  me.     I  am  ill,  but  hope  to  come  back 
better',  and  to  be  made  better  still  by  your  con- 
versation.    I  am,  Sir,  &c.,         Sam.  Johnson."] 
^MSS. 

He  had  now  a  great  desire  to  go  to  Oxford, 
as  bis  first  jaunt  after  his  illness.  We  talked 
of  it  for  some  days,  and  I  had  promised  to 
accompany  him.  He  was  impatient  and  fretful 
to-nignt,  because  I  did  not  at  once  agree  to  go 
with  him  on  Thursday.  When  I  considered 
how  ill  he  had  been,  and  what  allowance  should 
be  made  for  the  influence  of  sickness  upon  his 
temper,  I  resolved  to  indulge  him,  though  with 
some  inconvenience  to  myself,  as  I  wisned  to 
attend  the  musical  meeting  in  honour  of 
Handel,  in  Westminster  Abbey,  on  the  follow- 
ing Saturday. 

In  the  midst  of  his  own  diseases  and  puns, 
he  was  ever  compassionate  to  the  distresses  of 
others,  and  actively  earnest  in  procuring  them 
aid,  as  appears  from  a  note  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  of  June,  in  these  words  :  — 


goodness  of  Johnion'i  heart,  and  the  spirit  with  which  he 
entered  into  the  cause  and  interests  of  an  individual  in  dis- 
tress, when  he  was  almost  on  the  bed  of  sickness  and  death 
hiroielf."  —  WaiOBT. 

>  Dr.  Johnson  left  town  on  the  following  morning,  with 
Bosw(>ll,  for  OKford.  —  Wright. 

*  The  following  note  from  Miss  Reynolds  shows  that  he 
was  not  a  solicitor  for  the  poor  of  liis  own  acquaintance  only. 
It  seems  to  have  been  given  to  some  poor  woman  as  an  intro- 
ductiou  to  Dr.  Johnson :  — 

"  Dover  Street,  July  9. 

"  My  oood  Sir,  —  1  could  not  forbear  to  communicate  to 
the  poor  woman  the  hope  you  had  given  me  of  using  your 


JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLDS 

**  I  am  ashamed  to  ask  for  some  relief 
man,  to  whom  I  hope  I  have  given  vrfaal 
expected  to  spare.  The  man  importune 
the  blow  goes  round.  1  am  going  to  tr 
air  on  Thursday.*" 

On  Thursday,  June  3.,  the  Oxf< 
coach  took  us  up  in  the  morning  at  Bo 
The  other  two  passcn^rs  irere  Mrs.! 
and  her  daughter,  two  verj  agrecal 
from  America ;  they  were  going  to 
tershire,  where  they  then  resided.  Fi 
been  sent  by  his  master  the  daj  befor 
places  for  us ;  and  I  found  from  the 
that  Dr.  Johnson  had  made  our  names 
down.  Mrs.  Beresford,  who  had 
whispered  me,  "  Is  this  the  great  E 
son  ?  '*  I  told  her  it  was  ;  so  she  f 
prepared  to  listen.  As  she  soon  ham 
mention,  in  a  voice  so  low  that  Joni 
not  hear  it,  that  her  husband  had  been 
ber  of  the  American  Congress,  I  cauti* 
to  beware  of  introducing  that  subject 
must  know  how  very  violent  John 
against  the  people  of  that  countrv.  H 
a  great  deal ;  but  I  am  sorry  1  have  p 
little  of  the  conversation.  Miss  Beres: 
so  much  charmed,  that  she  said  to  n 
"  How  he  does  talk  I  Everv  sentem 
essay."  She  amused  herself  in  the  coi 
knotting.  He  would  scarcely  allow  thij 
of  emplovment  any  merit.  *•  Next  1 
idleness,'  said  he,  "  I  think  knotting 
reckoned  in  the  scale  of  insignificance ; 
I  once  attempted  to  learn  knotting  : 
ster's  sister  (looking  to  me)  endeavt 
teach  me  it,  but  I  made  no  progress,*' 

I  was  surprised  at  his  talking  wit) 
serve  in  the  public  post  coach  of  the 
his  affiiirs:  "I  have,''  said  he,  "al 
world,  I  think,  above  a  thousand  pound 
I  intend  shall  afford  Frank  an  am 
seventy  pounds  a  year."  Indeed,  his  < 
with  people  at  a  first  interview  was  rem 
He  said  once  to  Mr.  Langton,  **  I  thi 
like  Squire  Richard  ^  in  '  The  Jou 
London,'  F  m  never  stranee  in  a  strong 
He  was  truly  social.  He  strongly  ( 
what  is  much  too  common  in  En'^'lam 
persons  of  condition, — maintaining  an 
silence  when  unknown  to  each  other 
instance,  when  occasionally  brought 
in  a  room  before  the  master  or  mtstret 


interest  with  your  friends  to  raise  her  a  Ilule  sin 
licr  to  see  her  native  country  agnXn  ;  nor  could 
write  a  line  to  procure  her  the  pleasure  of  the  co 
of  tlist  hope. 

"  I  »m.  and  alvaf/s  have  brtn^  rery  troublesoa 
but  you  are.  and  alwaj/i  hart  brm,  very  sood  to  rt 
bumble  servant,  ••  F»ai«c«b  Rsi 

3  The  rrniark  is  made  by  Bflss  Jrnnr,  ami  t 
brother.  From  its  smartness  it  would  have  bcvc 
to  one  who  was  orieinallv  described  in  the  drsmati 
as  "  a  mere  whelp."  —  Marklano. 


/// 
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house  has  appeared.  **  Sir,  that  is  being  so 
\inciTilised  as  not  to  understand  the  common 
rights  of  humanitj/* 

At  the  inn  where  we  stopped  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly dissatisfied  with  some  roast  mutton 
which  we  had  for  dinner.  TheladieSf.I  saw, 
wondered  to  see  the  great  philosopher,  whose 
wisdom  and  wit  they  had  been  admiring  all 
the  way,  get  into  ill-humour  from  such  a  cause. 
He  scolded  the  waiter,  saying.  **  It  is  as  bad  ^ 
bad  can  be  :  it  is  ill-fed,  ill-killed,  ill-kept,  ana 
m-drest" 

He  bore  the  journey  very  well,  and  seemed 
to  feel  himself  elevated  as  he  approached 
Oxford,  that  magnificent  and  venerable  seat 
of  learning,  orthodoxy,  and  Toryism.  Frank 
came  in  the  heavy  coach,  in  readiness  to 
attend  him ;  and  we  were  received  with  the 
most  polite  hospitality  at  the  house  of  his  old 
friend  Dr.  Adams,  Alastor  of  Pembroke  Col- 
lege, who  had  given  us  a  kind  invitation.  Be- 
fore we  were  set  down,  I  communicated  to 
Johnson  my  having  engaged  to  return  to 
London  directly  for  the  reason  I  have  men- 
tioned, but  that  I  would  hasten  back  to  him 
again.  He  was  pleased  that  I  had  made  this 
journey  merely  to  keep  him  company.  He 
was  easy  and  placid  with  Dr.  Adams,  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Adanm,  and  Mrs.  Kennicott,  widow 
of  the  learned  Hebr®an,  who  was  here  on  a 
visit.  He  soon  despatched  the  inquiries  that 
were  made  about  his  illness  and  recovery  by  a 
short  and  distinct  narrative,  and  then  assum- 
ing a  gay  air,  repeated  from  SwiA,  — 

**  Nor  think  on  our  approaching;  ills. 
And  talk  of  spectacles  and  pills." 

Dr.  Newton,  the  Bishop  of  Bristol,  having 
been  mentioned,  Johnson,  recollecting  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  cen:<urcd  by 
that  prelate  *,  thus  retaliated :  —  "  Tom  knew 
he  should  be  dead  before  what  he  has  said  of 


>  Dr.  Newton,  in  his  account  of  his  own  Life,  after  anl- 
nubdvertlng  upon  Mr.  Gibbon's  Historv.tays,— 

**  Dr.  Johnson's  '  Lires  of  the  Poets '  afforded  more 
amusement ;  but  candour  was  much  hurt  and  offended  at  the 
maleTolence  that  predominates  in  ererjr  part.  Some  pas- 
sages, it  must  t>e  allowed,  are  judicious  and  well  written,  but 
make  not  sufficient  compensation  for  so  much  spleen  and 
iU.humour  Never  was  anv  biographer  more  sparing  of  his 
praise,  or  more  abundant  in  his  censures.  He  seemmgly 
delights  more  in  exposing  blemishes,  than  in  recommending 
beauties  ;  slightly  passes  over  excellences,  enlarges  upon  im- 
perfertions,  and,  not  content  with  his  own  severe  reflections, 
reTites  old  scandal,  and  produces  larre  quotations  from  the 
forgotten  works  of  former  critics.  Ilis  reputation  was  so 
higb  in  the  republic  of  letters,  thHt  it  wanted  not  to  be  raised 
upou  the  ruins  of  others.  But  these  essays,  iuttead  of 
raising  a  higher  idea  than  was  before  entertained  of  his 
understand ir.g.  hare  oerUinly  given  the  world  a  worse 
opinion  of  bis  temper.  The  bishop  was  therefore  the  more 
surprised  and  concerned  for  his  townsman,  for  kg  retpeetrd 
him  not  only  for  his  genius  and  teaming,  but  valued  him 
mtuck  for  the  more  amiable  part  qf  his  character— ki$  hu- 
mttnitjf  and  ckaritg,  kis  moraiitjf  amd  rtUtion.'" 

The  last  sentence  we  may  consider  as  the  general  and  per- 
tnanent  opinion  of  Bishop  Newton  ;  the  remarks  which 
preeede  it  must,  by  ail  who  have  read  Johnson's  admirable 
work,  be  Imputed  to  the  disgust  and  peevishness  of  old  age. 
I  wish,  they  had  not  appeared,  and  thfit  Dr.  Johnson  had  not 
been  provoked  by  them  to  express  himself  not  In  respectful 
terms  of  a  prelate  whose  labours  were  certainly  of  consider- 
able advanuge  both  to  literature  and  religion.  —  Boswill. 


me  would  appear.  He  durst  not  have  printed 
it  while  he  was  alive."  Dr.  Adams.  **  I  believe 
his  *  Dissertations  on  the  Prophecies*  is  his 
great  work."  Johnson.  "  Why,  Sir,  it  is 
TonCi  great  work ;  but  how  far  it  is  great,  or 
how  much  of  it  is  Tom*s,  are  other  questions. 
I  fancy  a  considerable  part  of  it  was  bor- 
rowed.** Dr.  Adams.  "He  was  a  very  suc- 
cessful man.*'  Johnson.  **  I  don*t  think  so, 
Sir.  He  did  not  get  very  high.  He  was  late 
in  getting  what  he  did  get ;  and  he  did  not  get 
it  by  the  best  means,  i  believe  he  was  a  gross 
flatterer." 

I  fulfilled  my  intention  by  goin^  to  London, 
and  returned  to  Oxford  on  Wednesday  the 
9th  of  June,  when  I  was  happy  to  find  myself 
again  in  the  same  agreeable  circle  at  Pembroke 
College,  with  the  comfortable  prospect  of 
making  some  stay.  Johnson  wdcomed  my 
return  with  more  than  ordinary  elee. 

He  talked  with  great  regard  of  the  Honour- 
able Archibald  Campbell,  whose  character  he 
had  given  at  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  table  when 
we  were  at  Inverary,  and  at  this  time  wrote 
out  for  me,  in  his  own  hand,  a  fuller  account 
of  that  learned  and  venerable  writer,  which  I 
have  published  in  its  proper  place,  [p.  389.] 
Johnson  made  a  remark  this  evening  which 
struck  me  a  good  deal.  "  I  never,"  said  he, 
"  knew  a  nonjuror  who  could  reason.**  *  Surely 
he  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  faculty  to  many 
of  their  writers  —  to  Hickes,  Brett,  and  other 
eminent  divines  of  that  persuasion ;  and  did 
not  recollect  that  the  seven  bishops,  so  justly 
celebrated  for  their  magnanimous  resistance  of 
arbitrary  power,  were  yet  nonjurors'  to  the 
new  government.  The  nonjuring  clergy  of 
Scotland,  indeed,  who,  excepting  a  few,  have 
lately,  by  a  sudden  stroke,  cut  off  all  ties  of 
allegiance  to  the  house  of  Stuart,  and  resolved 
to  pray  for  our  present  lawful  sovereign  b^ 
name,  may  be  thought  to  have  confirmed  this 


*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Agutter  has  favoured  me  with  a  note  of  a 
dialogue  between  Mr.  John  Henderson  Ipnat,  p.  768.)  and  Dr. 
Johnson  on  this  topic,  as  related  bv  Mr.  Henderson,  and  it  is 
evidently  so  authentic  that  I  shall  here  insert  It :  —  Hiia>BH> 
SON.  "■  WItat  do  you  think.  Sir,  of  William  Law  ?  "  John. 
•oM.  "  William  Law,  Sir,  wrote  the  best  piece  of  parenctic 
divinity  ;  >jut  William  I>aw  was  no  reas«mer."  Hbndbiuoiv. 
**  Jeremy  Collier.  Sir  ?  "  Johnson.  "  Jeremy  Collier  fought 
without  a  rival,  and  therefore  could  not  claim  the  victory." 
Mr.  Henderson  mentlocMd  Ken  and  Kettlewell ;  but  some 
objections  were  made :  at  last  he  said,  "  But,  Sir,  what  do 
you  think  of  Lesley  ?  "  Johnson.  **  Charles  Lesley  I  had 
forgotten.  Lesley  tra$  a  reasiiner,  and  a  reaaotter  vho  vos 
not  to  be  reasoned  against."  BoawsLU  Charles  was  the 
son  of  Dr.  John  Leslie,  Bishop  of  Clogher  In  Ireland  He 
was  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  Though  lealous 
against  popery  and  King  James's  popish  measures,  he  could 
not  reconcile  his  conscience  to  the  oaths  to  William  and 
Mary,  and  so  became  a  nonjuror,  of  which  partv  be  was  one 
of  the  chief  literary  and  theological  sumtorts  and  ornaments. 
After  many  years  of  exile,  he  returned  to  bis  native  country, 
and  died  in  1722,  at  bis  own  house  at  Glaslough,  In  the 
county  of  Monaghan,  where  his  descendants  have  continued 
to  reside.  The  present  possessor,  Mr.  Charles  Powell 
Leslie,  his  great  grandson,  has  represented  that  countj  in 
several  parliaments.  — .  Crokbb,  1831. 

'  Mr.  Boswell  Is  mistaken  :  two  of  the  seven  bishops,  vis. 
Lloyd,  of  St.  Asaph's,  and  Trelawnev,  of  Bristol,  transferred 
aAer  the  Revolutloo  to  Exeter  aod  Winchester,  were  not 
nonjurors.  —  Cbokbb. 
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remark ;  as  it  may  be  said,  that  the  divine  in- 
defeasible hereditary  right  which  they  pro- 
fessed to  believe,  if  ever  true,  must  be  equally 
true  still.  Many  of  my  readers  will  be  sur- 
prised when  I  mention  that  Johnson  assured 
me  he  had  never  in  his  life  been  in  a  nonjuring 
meeting-house. 

Next  morning  at  breakfast,  he  pointed  out 
a  passage  in  Savage's  "Wanderer,"  saying, 
"  These  are  fine  verses."  "  If,"  said  he,  "1 
had  written  with  hostility  of  Warburton  in 
my  Shakspeare,  I  should  have  quoted  this 
couplet :  — 

*  Here  Learning,  blinded  first,  and  then  beguiled, 
Looks  dark  as  Ignorance,  as  Frenzy  wild.' 

You  see  they'd  have  fitted  him  to  a  T," 
(smiling.)  Dr.  Adams.  "  But  you  did  not 
write  against  Warburton."  Johnson.  **  No, 
Sir,  I  treated  him  with  great  respect,  both  in 
my  preface  and  in  my  notes."  * 

>lrs.  Kennicott  spoke  of  her  brother,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  who  had  given 
up  great  prosjwcts  in  the  Church  of  England* 
on  his  conversion  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith. 
Johnson,  who  warmly  admired  every  man  who 
acted  from  a  conscientious  regard  to  principle, 
erroneous  or  not,  exclaimed  fervently,  "  God 
bless  him." 

Mrs.  Kennicott,  in  confirmation  of  Dr.  John* 
son's  opinion  that  the  prCvsent  was  not  worse 
than  former  ages,  mentioned  that  her  brother 
assured  her  there  was  now  less  infidelity  on 
the  continent  than  there  had  been  ^ ;  Voltaire 
and  Rousseau  were  less  read.  I  asserted, 
from  good  authority,  that  Hume's  infidelity 
was  certainly  less  read.  Joh2»son.  "  AH 
infidel  writers  drop  into  oblivion  when  per- 
sonal connexions  and  the  floridness  of  noveltv 
arc  gone ;  though  now  and  then  a  foolish 
fellow,  who  thinks  he  can  be  witty  upon 
them,  may  bring  them  again  into  notice. 
There  will  sometimes  start  up  a  college  joker, 
who  does  not  consider  that  what  is  a  joke 
in  a  college  will  not  do   in   the  world.    To 


1  See  ana,  p.54.  — C. 

3  Mr.  Hallam  Informi  me  that  there  U  here  an  inaccuracj'. 
Mr.  George  Chamberlarne  was  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury,  and 
never  was  in  the  Church  of  England.  He  became  a  Romish 
priest,  and  died  in  London  within  the  last  twenty  years.  The 
catastrophe  of  his  elder  brother,  Edward  Chamberlayne  (see 
ante,  p.686.  n.  4)  makes  me  suspect  something  of  mental 
aberration  in  this  case,  a^  there  certainly  has  ]3eeu  in  numerous 
similar  conversions.  ->  Crokir,  1835 — 47. 

s  The  Revolution  would  seem  to  negative  this  opinion, 
but  I  incline  to  believe  that  it  was  true.  Infidelity  may  have 
been  on  the  decrease,  when  the  political  hurricane  arose  and 
swept  all  into  the  chaos  of  anarchy  and  atheism.  — Ckokbr, 
1831-47. 

4  I  have  inserted  the  stanza  as  Johnson  repeated  it  from 
memory ;  but  I  have  since  found  the  poem  itself,  in  "  The 
Foundling  Hospital  for  Wit,"  printed  at  London,  1749.  It  is 
as  follows:  — 

"  Epigram,  occasioned  bj/  a  rdigUnu  ditpuU  at  Bath. 

'*  On  reason,  f^th,  and  mystery  high, 
Two  wits  harangue  the  table ; 

B y  believes  he  knows  not  why, 

N swears  'tis  all  a  fable. 


such  defenders  of  religion  I  would 
stanza  of  a  poem  whicSi  I  reaoember 
seen  in  some  old  collection  :  — 

*  Henceforth  be  quiet  and  agree. 
Each  kiss  his  empty  brotber: 
Religion  scorns  a  foe  like  thee. 
But  dreads  a  friend  like  t'other.* 

The  point  is  well,  though  the  expn 
not  correct :  one^  and  not  thee^  sboiud 
posed  to  ^*o/^^.* 

On  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  ] 
"If  jrou  join  the  pi^ists  externally,  t 
not  intem^ate  you  strictlras  to  ycM 
tn  their  tenets.  No  reasoning  papist 
every  article  of  their  faith.  There  is  om 
which  agood  man  might  be  persuaded to< 
it.  A  good  man  of  a  timorous  di^we 
great  doubt  of  his  acceptance  with  G 
pretty  credulous,  may  be  glad  to  be  of  a 
where  there  are  so  many  helps  to 
heaven.^  I  would  be  a  papist  if  I  co 
have  fear  enoudi ;  but  an  obstinate  rat 

{)revents  me.  I  shall  never  be  a  pap 
ess  on  the  near  approach  of  death,  o 
I  have  a  very  great  terror.  I  wond 
women  are  not  all  papists.**  Boswbll. 
are  not  more  afraid  of  death  than  mc 
Johnson.  "Because  they  are  less  n 
Dr.  Adams.  "  They  are  more  pious." 
son.  "No,  hang  em,  they  are  not 
pious.  A  wicked  fellow  is  the  most 
when  he  takes  to  it.  He'll  beat  voc 
piety." 

He  argued  in  defence  of  some  of  the  j 
tenets  of  the  church  of  Rome.  As 
giving  the  bread  only  to  the  laity,  1 
"They  may  think,  that  in  what  is 
ritual^,  deviations  from  the  primitive 
may  be  admitted  on  the  [ground  of 
nicnce;  and  I  think  they  are  as  wd 
ranted  to  make  tb'is  alteration,  as  we 
substitute  sprinkling  in  the  room 
ancient  baptism.''  As  to  the  invoca 
saints,  he  said,    "Though  I  do  not  t 


Peace,  coxcombs,  peace !  and  both  anve  • 

N ,  kiss  thy  emptv  brother  ; 

Religion  laughs  at  foes  like  tbee. 

And  dreads  a  friend  like  Mother.** Boci 

The  disputants  alluded  to  in  this  eplp>ani  axe  soi 
have  been  Beau  A'oiA  and  BcntUy,  the  son  of  the  d 
the  friend  of  Walpole ,  who.  however,  wa«  a  «■««».  nf 
able,  though  desultory,  abilities.  — Cbcmcbr.^^ 

^  This  facility  however,  it  may  in  their  \ut 
delude  the  timorous  and  credulous,  is,  au  Jervtnv  T 
serves,  proportlonablv  hijurious  If  previoaslv  c 
upon.  When  addresstne  a  convert  to  the  RonisJ 
ho  says,  **  If  I  had  a  mind  to  live  an  <^t/  life  and  vel 
heaven  at  last,  I  would  be  of  your  reliwi3n*Abo«*  m 
world."— Jr.>r*4,  vol.  xl.  p.  190 C«6k.k«^^ 

«  Bishop  Elrlnjfton  very  justly  obaerved  tb«t  ti 
ment  is  not  merely  Httutl.  Had  it  been  an  Intdtoti 
church  of  Rome,  they  might  have  modified  it  ■  bul 
solemn  and  specific  ordinance  of  our  Saviour  hVwti 
no  church  could  justifiably  alter Crokkr. 

7  I  do  not  recollect  any  scriptural  auchcMitr  »w«»  i 
baptism  should  necestmrily  be  by  AnmrrnM^^P 
Acts,  il.  41 .,  it  may  be  inferred  that  300O  poraoDTwera 
m  Jerusalem  in  one  day,  and  the  Jailor  of  Phfl 
his  family  were  l>aptized  hastily  at  nisht.  ancL  ^ 
within  the  purliei^  of  the  priiou  (Aetata 
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atithorbed,  it  appears  to  m«,  tli^t  *■  iJbe  com- 

nmnioQ  of  samU'  in  the  Crc<^d  xneana  the 
commanion  with  tho  eaiots  ia  heftven,  as 
connected  with  *the  holj  catholic  church/"' 
He  admitted  the  Inftuence  of  evil  spirits  upon 
our  niincK  litttl  said,  "  Nobody  if  ho  belie  vea 
the  New  Teatjuiient  con  deny  it," 

1  brought  a  votmne  of  Dr,  Hurd  the 
Biahop  of  Wort^eetur'e  Somaonn,  and  re*d  to 
the  cotnpaoy  mmc  passages  from  one  of  theiiit 
tmon  thid  text^  *'  Jteaijtt  the  Devil,  and  he  uHll 
^fiee  from  ^miS*  Jnmes;,  iv.  7.  1  waa  happy 
to  produce  so  judicitjus  aod  elegant  a  etip^ 
poiter*  of  a  doctrine  whicbi  I  know  not  why, 
■honld,  m  this  world  of  imperfect  knowledge, 
and  therefore  of  wonder  and  mystery  in  a 
thousand  inatancQs,  be  contested  by  some  with 
on  uti thinking  ajsaumnce  and  fiippancy. 

After  dinner,  wh«?n  one  of  ua  talked  of 
there  bein*^  a  gfreat  enmity  between  Whig  and 
Tory :  ^  JouNitoN.  "  Why,  not  fio  much,  1 
thmit,  imlesa  when  they  come  into  competition 
with  each  other.  There  is  none  when  they 
sre  only  common  acquavntancf^  non«  when 
iiey  are  of  diifercnt  sexca*  A  Tor^  will 
mtirry  into  a  VVhi|T  family^  and  a  Whig  into  a 
Tory  family,  witbout  aity  reluctance.  But, 
indeed,  in  a  matter  of  much  more  concern 
than  political  tenet^  and  that  i»  religion,  men 
and  women  do  not  concern  themselves  much 
about  dilferenee  of  opinion  ;  and  ladi^  set  no 
value  on  the  moral  character  of  men  who  pay 
their  addrcMes  eo  Ihem:  the  groateat  profligate 
will  be  Bfl  well  ret^eivcd  as  the  nuin  of  tbe 
gT^ate«t  virtue,  and  Uiia  by  a  very  good 
woman,  by  a  woman  who  says  her  prayers 
three  times  a  day,*'  Our  ladies  endeavoured 
to  defend  their  sex  from  this  charEe ;  but  he 
roared  them  down  I  *'  No,  no,  a  laay  will  take 
Jonathan  Wild  as  readily  as  St.  Austin,  if  be 
has  threepence  more ;  and,  what  is  wor^,  her 
|:nrents  will  give  her  to  him.  Women  have  a 
perpetual  t^nvy  of  our  vices  \  they  are  less 
viciotiis  than  we,  not  from  choice,  but  because 


T\it"Ht  bipLlmu  CMild  hmx6\f  faAve  been  lif  ^ymrtjbii.^ 

■  Uolkr,  ^0  bti  *'  D  It  inn  Focfie/'  c4Dto  dnt,  bu  the  vuae 
tttoufbt  finely  CKpinicd  : — 

■*  The  churrb  tflitmtihnBt  jind  ihf  rhUKti  twlnv 

ThHr  ynj*  arc  \\i\\,  <)ut  exnectatfnn  loDpi 
In  \itt  wf  tUITtr,  bul  ««  jctln  hi  taag  ; 
Arbg^^li  and  vb.  uf^^tfd  bf  thlt  Art, 
Majf  lidg  toiHhcT,  UiQUill  trc  direlt  ipArt." 

*  The  ii«Tnii>ci  Uiua  crp^* ;  — 

"  Thti  ihtrp  we  iLTigeli  moA  iplHU  Riytd  ftiwJ  !ud ;  fhut  nt 
Hh*  ti«ad  of  ihev  la*t  tli'Pr^  ii  onk:  mart'  cnn<M<?rab1«  jirid 
putlfnuit  Ihwi  thv  frtstt  *bo  In  the  form  vt  utidtf^  Ove  aamc 
&tm»fTp&tt9M  ilr^plf  nifiFprTipd  in  lh«  r4il  or  miin.  iM 
^  bope  i^emd^  u  tli«f  pn>nhHlr  iNinoMflo  I*,  thr  Son  of  Mah 
wai  one  Anf  t«  Af«»sr  ;  ih*i  tNIi  ptij  gpiHt^  tlHtujifi  thit  pro- 
l^btcy  be-  In  put  cofnpktnl,  hai  not  yet  rectlTed  hli  dcttb't 
wmind,  bill  U  tiill  pt^rmittml.  for  «nv1«  urttearcbabta  to  lu, 
Ujift  In  waji  whlrh  *^  cjimin  ^nJciilnrl/  fiplslg^  to  hive  k 
eertaia  iil«^p<^  i«f  pOwt>r  111  this  Rortd  he>ilfl(p  tir  ItJ  Tlrtupamil 
ti*|Kii9Ri««*»  iWid  Bometlnu*!  f«t<rt<d  *itJi  (**»  hHJifh  SlirrvH  \ 
ail  thri  ti  iorlr^r  from  Serfptiirr,  OiaC  nm  beltri^r,  iiiilp4.i|)« 
tie  tri*  □[  :ilt  gpoiifd  hjtpkitmo^s  4iitf  ivrA  d^«i/,  cut  p^wl- 
trif  rntf^riain  a  dcitiht  of  |i/* 

**  A4  I  bAt «  no  authoilr J  to  oJlLriq  thvt  ibeitr  are  daw  oiif 


we  restrict  them ;  thejr  are  th#  slaves  of  order 
and  fashion;  their  virtue  is  of  more  eon- 
sequence  to  Its  than  our  owq»  so  &r  as  con- 
cerns this  world-*' 

Miss  Adams  mentioned  a  gentleman  of  Ucen* 
tious  cluuracterf  and  aaidf  **  Suppose  I  had  a 
mind  to  marry  that  gentleman,  would  my 
parents  consent?"  Jouiisoti,  "Yes,  they'd 
consent,  and  you'd  go.  You*d  go,  ihoudi  they 
did  not  consent."  Miss  Adams.  **  Perliapi? 
tbeir  opposing  might  make  me  go."  John  so^h. 
*' Ob,  very  well;  you*d  take  one  whom  you 
think  a  bad  man,  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
vexing  your  parents.  Yon  pat  me  in  mind  of 
Dr.  Barrowby  ^,  the  physician,  who  was  very 
fond  of  swine's  ^csIl.  One  day,  when  he  was 
eating  it,  he  said,  *  I  wish  I' was  a  Jew.*  — 
^  Why  BO  ? '  said  somebody ;  *  the  Jews  arc  not 
allowed  to  eat  your  favourite  meat,* — 'Be- 
cause,' said  he,  1  should  then  have  the  gust  of 
eating  it,  with  the  pleasure  of  sinning.'"  — 
Johnson  then  proceeded  in  his  declamalion' 

Miss  Adams  soon  afterwards  made  an  oh* 
servtttion  that  I  do  not  recollect,  wbich  pleased 
bun  much :  he  gaid  with  a  good-humoured 
smile,  *^Tbat  there  should  be  so  much  ex- 
cellence united  with  so  much  dfprumttf^  is 
strange," 

Indeed  this  lady's  cood  qualiitcs,  merit,  and 
accomplishments,  and  her  comtant  attention 
to  Dr.  JohniH>n,  were  not  lost  upon  him.  She 
faa|)pencd  to  tell  him  that  a  littJe  cofFee-pot,  in 
which  she  had  made  him  coflee^  was  the  only 
tiiiDg  sbe  could  call  her  own.  He  turned  to 
her  with  a  complacent  gallantry  ;-^"  Don't 
say  so,  TBj  dear ;  1  hope  you  don^t  reckon  my 
heart  as  nothing."  * 

I  asked  him  if  it  was  true,  as  reported,  that 
he  had  said  lately,  "  1  am  for  the  King:  a^inst 
Fox ;  but  I  am  for  Fox  against  Pitt-"  Jons- 
sow.  "  Yes,  Sir ;  the  King  is  taj  master  \  but 
I  do  not  know  Pitt ;  and  Vox  is  my  fricjiJ-" 

'*  Fox,"  added  he,  "  is  a  moat  extraordinary 
man :  here  is  a  man  (describing  him  in  strong 


tuch.  to  neitbrr  rn.»j  Ijn-pfiimD  to  nf  witli  [^mAdmce  thai 
thrr*  Kre  tnn  BaT."*  "  But  tben,  with  rfgrnri  to  the  Io0ikim« 
or  itII  PpfrittK  Jit  til  If  iMJ  lipnfi  tho  «oL<Li  o(  men,  1  iball  t^« 
iMvc  to  l»  a  (jpf«l  djpal  moiv  imTtf-iniitrirf.  (TbMi,  hitrtnf 
lUtcd  the  TarfoUA  proo^  Iw  wifh  y  All  ibia,  t  uy,  1«  <o  maul, 
flit  tu  p^ntf  onp  wIm  mdft  tl»e  Scrl{iit»rc4,  tbiL.  if  v«  reipcct 
their  iiiihorltr,  this  qwitlon  eoQct^rninit  tlif  TMlitv  of  th« 
ffrnKjuliu:  inSuemv  upon  lb»  ttilndi  of  men  it  vitwij  dctc>4-« 
mitird.*' 

I«n  It  be  ri>ai«niberf<d,  thnt  thn?  ii»  n<A  the  vordi  of  ■□ 
BnOqiuUHt  or  obururft  mtliutlvt,  but  of  a  )v]irn«d  «nd  pnLitP 
lurclnte,,  now  i&hr  ;  aud  w*t*'  ipoben  not  to  k  ftUciu-  congr^ 
■ffiJtion.  tnit  to  ttti*  HonimraMi  Sorirtj  of  LliK«ln'*  Ino-  Hh 
lardtliLp  In  ihb  ieriDiHi  dEpUbH  ill*  wonli "  dellf nr  u*  (rftm 
e*lL"  in  tht  L«}r?l'»  Piajw,  u  tlfiilf^biir «  fruUMl  tbbe  prfr- 
t4«ifd  from  "  thf  fr*il  <ynt"  lh#t  Ib,  Ihn  De*(r  ThU  (*  waU 
ini.ifttrAt^<<)  in  »  ahttn  but  t'lcelleiit  Comin.pntJ.irT  by  nij  lalrr 
*artli^  ffhcml  tht-  Etfj^ffpOLt  D»,  Lort^  of  whom  It  ™*j  truly 
b#  u>iL  Aftiiiit  iitf  bfrnir  JtfMii  oc<i4(t.  It  J*  remvkfetd* 
tlut  Wnlli^r.  in  hli  "  H^flpctjiHii  on  tliv  flcrenl  FntlttoUl  te 
tfa  ji  ucrrd  Fotib  of  DtTfitbiia,"  hu  iiiidcri.tood  tbd  In  Uta 
um«*eiuc:  — 
"  Guwd  m  kom  all  tctnptaUooi  of  the  Fee."  >•  BoawtUi- 
3  Dr.  JtuTowbr  died  In  17&S,  tho  HEnJor  noDbir  of  tb« 

*  ML»f  ^ld«tni  m^ri*' J,  lo  July,  l7*8v  Bi^imfii  Hj«tt,  Eiq.f 
Of  TiMuittk-k,  GloupEaltirthJnSr.  — /iaa—  C'lOHfft. 
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terms  of  objection  in  some  respects  according 
as  he  apprehended,  but  which  exalted  his 
abilities  the  more)  who  has  divided  the  kingdom 
with  Caesar :  so  that  it  was  a  doubt  whether 
the  nation  should  be  ruled  by  the  sceptre  of 
Greorge  the  Third,  or  the  tongue  of  Fox." 

Dr.  Wall,  physician  at  Oxford,  drank  tea 
with  us.  Johnson  had  in  general  a  peculiar 
pleasure  in  the  company  of  physicians,  which 
was  certainly  not  abated  by  the  conversation 
of  this  learned,  ingenious,  and  pleasing  gentle- 
man. Johnson  said,  "It  is  wonderful  how 
little  good  Radcliffe's  travelling  fellowships 
have  done.  I  know  nothing  that  has  been 
imported  by  them  ;  yet  many  additions  to  our 
medical  knowledge  might  be  got  in  foreign 
countries.  Inoculation,  for  instance,  has  saved 
more  lives  than  war  destroys ;  and  the  cures 
performed  by  the  Peruvian  bark  are  innumer- 
able. But  it  is  in  vain  to  send  our  travelling 
physicians  to  France  and  Italy  and  Germany, 
for  all  that  is  known  there  is  known  here.  I  d 
send  them  out  of  Christendom ;  I*d  send  them 
among  barbarous  nations." 

On  Friday,  June  11.,  we  talked  at  breakfast 
of  forms  of  prayer.  Johnson.  "  I  know  of 
no  good  prayers  but  those  in  the  *  Book  of 
Common  Prayer."*  Dr.  Adams  (in  a  very 
earnest  manner.)  "I  wish.  Sir,  you  would 
compose  some  family  prayers.  "Johnson. 
"I  will  not  compose  prayers  for  you.  Sir, 
because  you  can  do  it  for  yourself.  But  I 
have  thought  of  getting  together  all  the  books 
of  prayers  which  I  could,  selecting  those  which 
should  appear  to  me  the  best,  putting  out  some, 
inserting  others,  adding  some  prayers  of  my 
own,  and  prefixing  a  discourse  on  prayer.' 
We  all  now  gathered  about  him,  and  two  or 
three  of  us  at  a  time  joined  in  pressing  him  to 
execute  this  plan.  He  seemed  to  be  a  little 
displeased  at  the  manner  of  our  importunity, 
ana  in  great  agitation  called  out,  "  Do  not  talk 
thus  of  what  is  so  awful.  I  know  not  what 
time  God  will  allow  me  in  this  world.  There 
are  many  things  which  I  wish  to  do."  Some 
of  us  persisted,  and  Dr.  Adams  said,  "  I  never 
was  more  serious  about  any  thmg  in  my  life." 
Johnson.  "  Let  me  alone  —  let  me  alone  — 
I  am  overpowered."  And  then  he  put  his 
hands  before  his  face,  and  reclined  for  some 
time  upon  the  table.' 

I  mentioned  Jeremy  Taylor's  using,  in  his 
forms  of  prayer,  "  I  am  the  chief  of  sinners," 
and  other  such  self-condemning  expressions.-* 
"  Now,"  said  I,  "  this  cannot  be  said  with  truth 
by  every  man,  and  therefore  is  improper  for  a 
general  printed  form.     I  myself  cannot  say 


>  Yet  he  had  at  this  time  compoaed  all  the  prayers  (except 
one)  which  Dr.  Strahan  arterwards  publifhrd,  as  be — I 
am  latitfled  unwarrantably  —  atatcd,  by  Dr.  Johnion's  ex- 
press desire.    See  post,  p.792.  —  Crokbk. 

3  This  expression  is  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  a  prayer 
of  Bishop  Taylor's  (see  his  Works,  xv.  p.  303.);  but  the 
spirit  or  such  expressions  Is  not,  as  Boswell  would  lead  us  to 
supiKMfl,  a  characteristic  of  Taylor's  prayers.  —  Markland. 

*  BoswclI  probably  quoted  from  memorj-,  and  the  quo- 
tation may  not  be  perfectly  accurate.    If  Taylor,  somewhere 


that  I  am  the  worst  of  men ;  I  wiU ) 
Johnson.  "  A  man  maj  know,  that 
that  is,  in  the  real  state  of  things,  h 
worst  man;  but  that  morally  he  ) 
Law  [p.  15.]  observes,  '  that  erery 
sometnin^  worse  of  himself,  tiian  h 
in  others.  You  may  not  haye  comi 
crimes  as  some  men  have  done ;  but 
know  against  what  degree  of  light 
sinned.  Besides,  Sir,  *•  the  chief  of 
a  mode  of  expression  for  *"  I  am  a  gr 
So  St.  Paul,  speaking  of  our  Savto) 
died  to  save  sinners,  says,  *  of  who: 
chief:'  yet  he  certainly  did  not  thi 
so  bad  as  Judas  Iscariot.**  Boswi 
Sir,  Taylor  means  it  literallj,  for  1 
conceit  upon  it.  When  prajing  ft 
version  of  sinners,  and  of  nimsclf  in 
he  says,  *  Lord,  thou  wilt  not  leav 
work  undone.*"*  Johivbon.  "I  ( 
prove  of  figurative  expressions  in 
the  Supreme  Being;  and  I  nerer 
Taylor  gives  a  very  good  advice : 
in  your  prayers ;  never  confess  mor 
really  believe ;  never  promise  mon 
mean  to  perform.' "  I  recollected  t 
in  his  'Golden  Grove;'  but  his  e 
prayer  contradicts  his  precept. 

Dr.  Johnson  and  i  went  in  E 
coach  to  dine  with  Dr.  Nowell,  I 
St.  Mary  Hall,  at  his  villa  at  Iffl 
banks  of  tlie  Isis,  about  two  miles  fn 
While  we  were  upon  the  road,  I  ha 
lution  to  ask  Johnson  whether  he  tl 
the  roughness  of  his  manner  hai 
advantage  or  not,  and  if  he  woulc 
done  more  good  if  he  had  been  m 
I  proceeded  to  answer  myseM*  thus : 
it  has  been  of  advantage,  as  it  has  gi 
to  what  you  said ;  you  could  not,  pe 
talked  with  such  authority  without 
SON.  "  No,  Sir;  I  have  done  more  gc 
Obscenity  and  impiety  have  alway 
pressed  in  my  company."  Hoswel 
Sir ;  and  that  is  more  than  can  be  sa 
bishop.  Greater  liberties  have  bet 
the  presence  of  a  bishop,  though  a 
man,  from  his  being  milder,  and  th 
commanding  such  awe.  Yet,  Sir,  m 
who  might  have  been  benefited  bj 
versation  have  been  frightened 
worthy  friend  of  ours  has  told  me, 
often  been  afraid  to  talk  to  you." 
"  Sir,  he  need  not  have  been  afraid 
any  thing  rational  to  say.*  If  he 
was  better  he  did  not  talk." 

Dr.  Nowell  is  celebrated  for  havic 


In  his  voluminous  works,  ka*  employed  t 
"God's  chief  work."  did  he  not  mean  to  ap 
mankind  in  general,  or  to  the  redemption  ?  l 
of  the  last  supposition,  we  may  refer  to  th«  fol 
in  one  of  his  prayers:  —  "  1  beg  of  thee  br  a 
our  redemption,  and  thv  infinite  mercy,  i 
pleasest  thyself  a6ov(r  aU  the  vorks  oj  the  crcal< 

—  MAaRLAND. 

4  The  words  of  Erasmus  mav  be  applied  to  J 
iogenlum,  sensum,  dictionem  itominis  noverw 
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a  Bennon  before  the  House  of  Commoiu},  on  the 
30th  of  January,  1772,  full  of  high  Tory  senti- 
ments, for  which  he  was  thanked  as  usual,  and 
printed  it  at  their  request ;  but,  in  the  midst  of 
that  turbulence  and  faction  which  disgraced  a 
part  of  the  present  reign,  the  thanks  were  after- 
wards ordered  to  be  expunged.  This  strange 
conduct  sufficiently  expose  itself;  and  Dr. 
Nowell  will  ever  nave  the  honour  which  is 
due  to  a  lolly  friend  of  our  monarchical  con- 
stitution. Dr.  Johnson  said  to  me,  "  Sir,  the 
court  will  be  very  much  to  blame  if  he  is  not 
ponomoted.*'  ^  I  told  this  to  Dr.  Nowell ;  and 
asserting  my  humbler,  though  not  less  zealous, 
exertions  in  the  same  cause,  I  suggested,  that 
whatever  return  we  might  receive,  we  should 
still  have  the  consolation  of  being,  like  Butler's 
steady  and  generous  royalist, — 

**  True  as  the  dial  to  the  sun, 
Although  it  be  not  shone  upon." 

We  were  well  entertained  and  very  happy 
at  Dr.  Noweirs,  where  was  a  very  a^eeable 
company ;  and  we  drank  "  Church  and  King  " 
after  dinner,  with  true  Tory  cordiality. 

We  talked  of  a  certain  clergyman  *  of  extra- 
ordinary character,  who,  by  exerting  his  talents 
in  writing  on  temporary  topics,  and  displaying 
uncommon  intrepidity,  had  raised  himself  to 
affluence.  I  mamtained  that  we  ought  not  to 
be  indignant  at  his  success ;  for  merit  of  every 
■ort  was  entitled  to  reward.  Johnson.  "  Sir, 
I  will  not  allow  this  man  to  have  merit.  No, 
Sir ;  what  he  has  is  rather  the  contrary :  I  will, 
indeed,  allow  him  courage ;  and  on  this  account 
we  so  far  give  him  credit.  We  have  more  re- 
spect for  a  man  who  robs  boldly  on  the  high- 
way, than  for  a  fellow  who  jumps  out  of  a 
ditch,  and  knocks  you  down  behina  your  back. 
Courage  is  a  quality  so  necessary  for  maintain- 
ing virtue,  that  it  is  always  respected,  even 
when  it  is  associated  with  vice." 

I  censured  the  coarse  invectives  which  were 
become  fashionable  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  said,  that  if  members  of  parliament 
must  attack  each  other  personally  in  the  heat 


of  debate,  it  should  be  done  more  eenteelly. 
JoHNsoH.  "No,  Sir;  that  would  be  much 
worse.  Abuse  is  not  so  dangerous  when  there 
is  no  vehicle  of  wit  and  delicacy,  no  subtle 
conveyance.  The  difference  between  coarse 
and  refined  abuse  is  as  the  difference  be- 
tween being  bruised  by  a  club,  and  wounded  by 
a  poisoned  arrow."  — 1  have  since  observed  his 
position  elegantly  expressed  by  Dr.  Young : — 

**  As  the  soft  plume  gives  swiftness  to  the  dart. 
Good  breeding  sends  the  satire  to  the  heart."' 

On  Saturday,  June  12.,  there  drank  tea  with 
us  at  Dr.  Adams's,  Mr.  John  Henderson,  stu- 
dent of  Pembroke  College,  celebrated  for  his 
wonderful  acquirements  in  alchymy,  judicial 
astrology,  and  other  abstruse  and  curious  learn- 
ing*— and  the  Reverend  Herbert  Croft,  who, 
I  am  afraid,  was  somewhat  mortified  by  Dr. 
Johnson's  not  being  highly  pleased  with  some 
**  Family  Discourses  **  which  he  had  printed ; 
they  were  in  too  familiar  a  style  to  be  approved 
of  by  so  manly  a  mind.  I  have  no  note  of  this 
evening's  conversation,  ex<>ept  a  single  frag- 
ment. When  I  mentioned  Tnomas  Lord  Lyt- 
tel  ton's  vision,  the  prediction  of  the  tjme  of 
his  death,  and  its  exact  fulfilment :  — JoHnsoN. 
"  It  is  the  most  extraordinarv  thing  that  has 
happened  in  my  day.  I  heard  it  with  my  own 
ears,  from  his  uncle.  Lord  Westcote.  I  am 
so  glad  to  have  every  evidence  of  the  spiritual 
world,  that  I  am  willing  to  believe  it."  Dr. 
Adams.  "  You  have  evidence  enough ;  good 
evidence,  which  needs  not  such  support." 
Johnson.  "  I  like  to  have  more."  * 

Mr.  Henderson,  with  whom  I  had  sauntered 
in  the  venerable  walks  of  Merton  College,  and 
found  him  a  very  learned  and  pious  raun, 
supped  with  us.  Dr.  Johnson  surprised  him 
not  a  little,  by  acknowledging  with  a  look  of 
horror,  that  he  was  much  oppressed  by  the 
fear  of  death.  The  amiable  Dr.  Adams  sug- 
gested that  God  was  infinitely  good: — John- 
son. "  That  he  is  infinitely  good,  as  far  as  the 
perfection  of  his  nature  will  allow,  I  certainly 
believe ;  but  it  is  necessary  for  good  upon  the 


oflbnduntnr,  qaibui  graviter  erant  ofTendendi,  qui  hcc  ig- 
noranint."  [Those  who  thould  know  the  genius,  Mn»e, 
and  pbraaeologT  of  the  man  would  not  be  offisnded  1^  manj 
tliiog*  which  might  grievoukU  offend  those  who  were  ignorant 
of  those  circumstances.]  —  KaAaifBT. 

t  See  ami.  p.  2i9.  Dr.  Nowell  died  ISO],  srt.  73.  in  St. 
If  arj  Hall,  of  «hich  he  had  been  thirty-seven  years  principal, 
witiiout  haTing  received  any  preferment. —  Caoaaa,  IR47. 

*  The  Rev.  llenrr  Bate,  who,  in  1784,  took  the  name  of 
Pudlcy,  was  created  a  baronet  in  1 81  A.  and  died  in  18a4,with- 
OOt  issue.  He  became  6rst  known  to  the  world  for  a  rather 
UDclerical  exhibition  of  personal  prowess  in  a  Vauxhall 
•quabMe  (see  Land.  Mag.  for  1773,  p.  461.);  he  was  after- 
wards  actively  connectedwith  the  public  press  :  and  in  con- 
•equence  of  somethlntc  that  appeared  in  the  Homing  Post, 
of  which  he  was  the  proprietor,  and  was  supposed  to  reflect 
on  Lady  Strathmore,  ne  was  involved  in  a  duel  {or pretended 
dnel.  Gent.  Mag.  1810,  p.  183.  1H8H.  p.  496.)  with  Mr.  Robin- 
•oo  Stooey.  who  soon  after  married  the  ladr,  and  took  the 
same  of  Bowes.  He  afterwards  quarrelled  with  his  co- 
OTOprietors  in  the  Po»t,  one  of  whom,  Joseph  Richardson,  he 
woatided  in  another  duel,  and  set  up  the  Morning  Herald. 
H*  mbaequently  obtained  considerable  church  preferment, 
became  an  active  and  respectable  magistrate,  and  the  latter 
portioo  of  his  life  was  amiable  and  decorous.  —  Cbokbb. 


'  The  feather  does  not  eive  $wiftneu^  but  only  serves  to 
guide  the  arrow  ;  so  that  ^  oung's  allusion  is  incorrect.  — 
Cbokbh. 

*  See  an  account  of  bim,  in  a  sermoa  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Agutter.  —  BoswcLL.  He  was  a  young  man  of  extraordinary 
abilities,  but  of  strange  habita  and  manners.  He  was  sup- 
posed to  be  well  read  in  books  which  no  one  else  reads,  lie 
took  his  bachelor's  degree,  but  never  got  out  into  the  world, 
having  died  in  college  in  1788.  —  Ho//.  It  appears  (Hannah 
More's  L^,  vol.  i.  p.  I«M.)  that  Henderson  was  sent  to  college 
by  Dean  Tucker,  aided  by  a  subacription.  —  Ckokbk. 

s  A  correct  account  of  Lord  Lyttelton's  suppoaed  vision 
may  be  found  in  Nash's  "  History  of  Worcestershire."  — 
Malonb.  There  were  two  supposed  appearances,  one  of  a 
spectre  to  Lord  Lyttelton  announcing  his  death  three  days 
before  the  event,  and  another  of  Lord  Lyttelton  himself  to 
his  fViend  Mr.  Miles  Peter  Andrews,  (then  at  his  partner  Mr. 
Pigou's  at  Dartford,)  about  the  hour  that  his  lordship  died  in 
London.  The  whole  story  is  told  in  the  Gent.  Mag.  1818. 
i.  fi97..  with  details  which  substantially  agree  with  what  1 
have  heard  Mr.  Andrews  himself  relate  more  than  once  -^ 
but  always  reluctantly,  and  with  an  evidently  solemn  cnn- 
victlon  of  iu  truth.  See  also  Gent.  Mag.  1816,  U.  42*2.  — 
Cbokbb,  1847. 
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whole,  that  indmdaals  should  be  punished. 
As  to  an  individual^  therefore,  he  is  not  infi- 
nitely ffood ;  and  as  I  cannot  be  sure  that  I 
hare  fulfilled  the  conditions  on  which  salvation 
is  granted,  I  am  afraid  I  may  be  one  of  those 
who  shall  be  damned.**  (Looking  dismal  Ij.) 
Dr.  Adams.  "  What  do  you  mean  by  damned  ? 
JoHifsoN  (passionately  and  loudly).  **  Sent  to 
hell.  Sir,  and  punished  everlastingly.  Dr. 
Adams.  "  I  don't  believe  that  doctrine.  *  John- 
son. "  Hold,  Sir :  do  you  believe  that  some  will 
be  punished  at  all  ? "  Dr.  Adams.  "  Being  ex- 
cluded from  heaven  will  be  a  punishment ; 
yet  there  may  be  no  great  positive  suffering." 
Johnson.  "Well,  Sir,  but  if  you  admit  any 
degree  of  punishment,  there  b  an  end  of  your 
argument  for  infinite  goodness  simply  consi- 
dered ;  for  infinite  goodness  would  inflict  no 
punishment  whatever.  There  is  not  infinite 
pxxiness  physically  considered :  morally  there 
IS."  BoflWELL.  "  But  may  not  a  man  attain  to 
such  a  degree  of  hope  as  not  to  be  uneasy  from 
the  fear  of  death?"  Johnson.  "  A  man 
may  have  such  a  degree  of  hope  as  to  keep  him 
quie(.  You  see  I  tun  not  quiet,  from  the  ve- 
hemcnoc  with  which  I  talk ;  but  I  do  not  de- 
spair." Mrs.  Adams.  "  You  seem,  Sir,  to  forget 
tne  merits  of  our  Redeemer."  Johnson.  "  Ma- 
dam, I  do  not  forget  the  merits  of  my  Redeemer; 
but  my  Redeemer  has  said  that  he  will  set  some 
on  his  right  hand  and  some  on  his  left." — He  was 
in  gloomy  agitation,  and  said  "  I  '11  have  no 
more  on't." — If  what  has  now  been  stated 
should  be  urged  by  the  enemies  of  Christianity, 
as  if  its  influence  on  the  mind  were  not  benig- 
nant, let  it  be  remembered,  that  Johnsons 
tempcraracut  was  melancholy,  of  whi<:h  such 
direful  apprehensions  of  futurity  are  often 
a  common  effect.  We  shall  presently  see,  that 
when  he  approached  nearer  to  his  awful  change, 
his  mind  became  tranquil,  and  he  exhibited  as 
much  fortitude  as  becomes  a  thinking  man  in 
that  situation. 

From  the  subject  of  death  we  passed  to  dis- 
course of  life,  whether  it  was  upon  the  whole 
more  happy  or  miserable.  Johnson  was  de- 
cidedly for  the  balance  of  misery :  in  confirma- 
tion of  which  I  maintained  that.no  man  would 
choose  to  lead  over  again  the  life  which  he  had 
experienced.  Johnson  acceded  to  that  opi- 
nion in  the  strongest  terms.  This  is  an 
inquiry  often  made  :  and  its  being  a  subject  of 
disquisition  is  a  proof  that  much  misery  presses 


>  Aurefigtebe,  act  ir.  »r.  I .    Boswell.    Ante, p.  SIS —  C. 

<  Yrt  there  ii  no  doubt  that  a  man  may  appear  rerr  fpijr  in 
mmpanjr,  who  i«  ud  at  heart.  HU  merriment  it  like  the 
•ound  of  drum*  and  trumpets  in  a  battle,  to  drown  the  groans 
of  the  wounded  and  dying.  — Boswbll. 

9  Fullie  Urerille,  Rsq..  of  Welbury.  in  WUts,  the  husband 
of  the  authoress  of  the  "  Oda  to  lodiCTerence."  ~  Mabklamo. 


upon  human  feelingB  ;  lor  those  whc 
scions  of  a  felicity  of  existence  wo 
hesitate  to  accept  of  a  repetition  of  ii 
met  with  very  few  who  would.  I  h 
Mr.  Burke  make  use  of  a  very  inge 
plausible  argument  on  this  subject 
man,"  said  he,  *^  would  lead  his  life  o 
for  every  man  is  wiUinp^  to  go  on  am 
addition  to  his  life,  which,  as  he  grc 
he  has  no  reason  to  think  will  he 
even  so  good  as  what  has  precei 
imagine,  however,  the  truth  is,  that 
deceitful  hope  that  the  next^part  of  Ii 
free  from  the  pains,  and  anxieties,  an< 
which  we  have  already  felt.  We  an 
purposes  "condemned  to  Hope*s 
mine,"  as  Johnson  finelj  says ;  and  I 
quote  the  celebrated  lines  of  Drydei 
philosophical  and  poetical :  — 

*'  When  I  consider  life,  't  is  all  a  chwt. 
Yet,  fool'd  with  hope,  men  fisvour  the 
Trust  on,  and  think  to-morrow  will  n 
To-morrow's  fidser  than  the  former  da 
Lies  worse ;  and,  while  it  says  we  siu 
With  some  new  joys,  cuts  off  what  we 
Strange  cozenage!  none  would   lire 

again; 
Tet  all  hope  pleasure  in  what  yet  rem 
And  from  the  dregs  of  life  think  to  rei 
What  the  first  sprightly  running  could  i 

It  was  observed  to  Dr.  Johnson 
seemed  strange  that  he,  who  has 
delighted  his  company  by  his  lively  i 
liant  conversation,  should  say  he  was  n 
Johnson.  '*  Alas  I  it  is  all  outside ;  1 
cracking  my  joke,  and  cursing  the  su 
how  I  hate  thy  heanu!^  I  knew  not  n 
to  think  of  this  declaration  ;  whether 
it  as  a  genuine  picture  of  his  mind  %  < 
effect  of  his  persuading  himself,  coo 
fact,  that  the  position  which  he  had 
OS  to  human  unhappiness  was  true.  ^ 
apply  to  him  a  sentence  in  Air.  G 
**  Maxims,  Characters,  and  Refiectioi 
book  which  is  entitled  to  much  mon 
than  it  hjis  received  :  "  Aristarchus  is 
ing  ;  how  full  of  knowledge,  of  sense, 
timent.  You  get  him  with  difficulty  \ 
supper;  and  aAcr  having  delighted  eva 
and  himself  for  a  few  hours,  he  is  obli 
return  home;  he  is  finishing  his  treal 
prove  that  unhappiness  is  the  portion  of  i 


*  Here  followed  a  very  long  noto.  or  rathn-dlstnt 
the  Itev.  Mr.  Churton,  on  the  subject  of  JohnMi'i 
of  the  misery  of  human  life,  which  I  have  thottuM 
read  most  conveniently  in  the  Appendix ;  and,  raioN 
insert  it  ther«  that  my  readers  nuy  have  aU  Mt 
CaoitER. 
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CHAPTER  LXXX. 
1784. 

Uitam,  —  Atumynum»  Wriiinga.  —  Pope.  —  David 
Lewis. —  SachviUe  Parker.  —  Cook's  Voyages. — 
Barristers.'- Lord  Hale. —  Attomtes.  —  Pims. — 
«•  Tammy  Townshend."  —**  The  Rehearsal.**  — 
PaitUiny. — Cross  Readings. — Last  Dinner  at  the 
Chtb,—  Italy.^Frte  Will. — Miss  Seward. — Lord 
Ckester/ield.  —  Carleton's  Memoirs.  —  laluitUm 
and  Sagacity. — Lord  Thurlow. — Country  Life.-— 
Mrs.  IHoizCs  **Anecdotes,*' 

I    Or  Sunday,  13th  Jane,  our  philosopher  was 
,    edm  at  breakfast.    There  was  something  ex- 
<  oeedinglj  pleasing  in  our  leading  a  college  life, 
without  restraint  and  with  superior  elegance, 
in  consequence  of  our  living  in  the  master's 
>  house,  and   haying  the  comnanj  of  ladies. 
'  Mrs.  Kennicott  related,  in  his  presence,  a 
IiTcIj  sayinff  of  Dr.  Johnson  to  Miss  Hannah 
.  More,  who  had  expressed  a  wonder  that  the 
poet  who  had  written  "  Paradise  Lost,*"  should 
write  such  poor  sonnets :  "  Milton,  Madam,  was 
a  genius  that  could  cut  a  Colossus  from  a  rock, 
but  could  not  carve  heads  upon  cherry-stones." 
We  talked  of  the  casuistical  question,  **  Whe- 
tlier  it  was  allowable  at  any  time  to  depart 
from  truth  f^    Johksoit.   **The  general  rule 
it,  that  truth  should  never  be  violated,  because 
1%  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  comfort 
of  life  that  we  should  nave  a  full  security  by 
mutual  ftuth;  and  occasional  inconveniences 
fl^uld  be  willingly  suffered,  that  we  may  pre- 
aenre  vL    There  must,  however,  be  some  ex- 
omtions.    If,  for  instance,  a  murderer  should 
•K  you  which  way  a  man  is  gone,  you  may 
Ua  him  what  is  not  true,  b^use  you  are 
vnder  a  previous  obligation  not  to  bctra;^  a 
man  to  a  murderer.**    Bosweij:.    **  Supposing 
tlie  person  who  wrote  Juniut  were  asked  whe- 
dier  he  was  the  author,  might  he  deny  it?'* 
JoHMSoir.    "  I  don*t  know  what  to  say  to  this. 
If  you  were  Jture  that  he  wrote  Jumus,  would 
Xou,  if  he  denied  it,  think  as  well  of  him  aflcr- 
"•rards  ?    Yet  it  may  be  urged  that  what  a  man 
b«8  no  right  to  ask,  you  may  refuse  to  commu- 
Kfticate;  and  there  is  no  other  effectual  mode 
*C  preserving  a  secret,  «nd  an  important  secret, 
tile  discovery  of  which  may  be  very  hurtful  to 
^oo,  but  a  flat  denial ;  for  if  you  are  silent,  or 
^^sitatc,  or  evade,  it  will  be  held  equivalent  to 
^    confession.    But  stay.  Sir,  here  is  another 
^■gise.   Supposing  the  author  had  told  me  confi- 
dentially that  he  had  written  Jumiu,  and  I  were 
^«ked  if  he  had,  I  should  hold  myself  at  liberty 


1  800  on  Uili  Mrint,  Shr  Henry  Halford'i  Estajt,  |i.  79^  uid 
^jdiblsbop  Seck«r't  Sennoni,  vol.  ▼.  188 — Mauland. 

•  TiM  UDoUOor  calU  them  **  amiable  venat."— BotwiLU 
^*1m  annoutor  was  Pope  hlmaelt  —  Crokib. 

*  L«wU*s  Tenet  addreHed  to  Pope  (ai  Mr.  Bindley  ■uk- 
^Mli  to  me)  were  first  puMUhed  in  a  collection  of  Pieon  io 
<»^«ff••  and  proM  on  ocnulon  of  '*  The  Donclad,"  Bto.  1739. 
^OMf  •nthcrecaUedaaEpi(ru0.  In  that  mlicnlUny  thebeau- 


to  deny  it,  as  being  under  a  previous  promise, 
express  or  implied,  to  conceal  it.  Now  what 
I  ought  to  do  for  the  author,  may  I  not  do  for 
myself?  But  I  deny  the  lawfulness  of  telling 
a  lie  to  a  sick  man,  for  fear  of  alarming  him.^ 
You  have  no  business  with  consequences ;  you 
are  to  tell  the  truth.  Besides,  you  are  not  sure 
what  effect  your  telling  him  that  he  is  in  danger 
ma^  have.  It  may  bring  his  distemper  to  a 
crisis,  and  that  may  cure  him.  Of  all  lying,  I 
have  the  greatest  abhorrence  of  this,  because  I 
believe  it  has  been  frequently  practised  on 
myself.** 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  there  is  much 
weight  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  held 
that  truth,  as  an  eternal  and  immutable  prin- 
ciple, ought  upon  no  account  whatever  to  be 
violated,  from  supposed  previous  or  superior 
obligations,  of  whicn  every  man  being  to  judge 
for  himself,  there  is  great  danger  that  we  too 
often,  from  partial  motives,  persuade  ourselves 
that  they  exist ;  and  probsu[>ly,  whatever  ex- 
traordinary instances  may  sometimes  occur, 
where  some  evil  may  be  prevented  by  vio- 
lating this  noble  principle,  it  would  be  found 
that  human  happiness  would,  upon  the  whole, 
be  more  perfect  were  truth  universally  pre- 
served. 

In  the  notes  to  the  "  Dunciad,**  we  find  the 
following  verses  addressed  to  Pope* : 

**  While  malice^  Pope,  denies  thy  page 
Its  own  celestial  fire ; 
While  critics,  and  while  bards  in  rage. 
Admiring,  won't  admire : 

«  While  wayward  pens  thy  worth  asnil, 
And  envious  tongues  decry; 
These  times,  though  many  a  friend  bewail. 
These  times  bewail  not  I. 

**  But  when  the  world*s  loud  praiw  is  thine, 
And  xplccn  no  more  shall  blame ; 
When  with  thy  Homer  thou  shalt  ^ine 
In  one  establish'd  fiune  — 

*•  When  none  shall  rail,  and  every  lay 

Devote  a  wreath  to  thee  ; 
That  day  (for  come  it  will)  that  day 
Shall  i  lament  to  see.** 

It  is  surely  not  a  little  remarkable  that  they 
should  appear  without  a  name.  Miss  ScwarJ, 
knowing  Dr.  Johnson*s  almost  universal  and 
minute  literary  information,  signified  a  desire 
that  I  should  ask  him  who  was  the  author. 
He  was  prompt  with  his  answer: — "Why, 
Sir,  they  were  written  by  one  Lewis,  who  was 
either  under-master  or  an  usher  of  Westmin- 
ster-school and  published  a  Miscellany,  in 
which  *  Grongar  Hill '  first  came  out.** '   John- 


tiftil  poem  **  A  way,  let  nooglit  tolove  dUpleafIng/*  (reprintad 
in  Percy's  BeUifmes,  \.  HI.  14.)  Brtt  appearwl;  and  ft  there 
laid  to  be  a  trantUtion  from  toe  Ancient  Britith.  Lewis  was 
aittlior  of  "  Philip  of  Macedon,"  a  tragedy,  pnbliahad  in  17S7. 
and  dfdicated  to  Pope:  and  in  1730  he  publiabcd  a  second 
volume  of  mitcelUneous  poems.  As  Dr.  Johnson  settled  <n 
London  not  long  after  the  verses  addressed  to  Piope  first  ap. 
peared,he  probably  then  obCained  some  InfonnatlooooDoem- 
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flon  praised  them  bigfalj,  and  repeated  them 
with  a  noble  animation.  In  the  twelfth  line, 
instead  of  "  one  established  fame,**  he  repeated 
"  one  unclouded  flame,**  which  he  thought  was 
the  reading  in  former  eiUtions ;  but  I  believe 
was  a  flash  of  his  own  genius.  It  is  much 
more  poetical  than  the  other. 

On  Monday,  14th  June,  and  Tuesday,  15th, 
Dr.  Johnson  and  I  dined,  on  one  of  them,  I 
forget  which,  with  Mr.Mickle,  translator  of 
the  "Lusiad,**  at  Wheatley,  a  rery  pretty 
country  place  a  few  miles  m>m  Oxford ;  and 
on  the  other  with  Dr.  WethereU,  Master  of 
University  College.  From  Dr.  Wetherell's  he 
went  to  visit  Mr.  Sackviile  Parker,  the  book- 
seller ;  and  when  he  returned  to  us  gave  the 
following  account  of  his  visit,  sayinff,  **  I  have 
been  to  see  my  old  ^end.  Sack,  rarker ;  I 
find  he  has  married  h'ls  maid;  he  has  done 
right.  She  had  lived  with  him  many  years 
in  great  confidence,  and  they  had  mingled 
minds;  I  do  not  think  he  could  have  found 
any  wife  that  would  have  made  him  so  happy. 
The  woman  was  very  attentive  and  civu  to 
me;  she  pressed  me  to  fix  a  day  for  dining 
with  them,  and  to  say  what  I  liked,  and  she 
would  be  sure  to  get  it  for  me.  Poor  Sack ! 
he  is  very  ill  indeed.'  We  parted  as  never  to 
meet  again.  It  has  quite  broken  me  down.** 
This  ]>atbetic  narrative  was  strangely  diversi- 
fied with  the  grave  and  earnest  defence  of  a 
man*s  having  married  his  maid.  I  could  not 
but  feel  it  as  in  some  d^ree  ludicrous. 

In  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  15th  of  June, 
while  we  sat  at  Dr.  Adams*s,  we  talked  of  a 
printed  letter  from  the  Reverend  Herbert 
Croft,  to  a  young  gentleman  who  had  been  his 
pupil,  in  which  he  advised  him  to  read  to  the 
end  of  whatever  books  he  should  begin  to  read. 
Johnson.  "  This  is  surely  a  strange  advice ; 
you  may  as  well  resolve  that  whatever  men 
you  happen  to  get  acquainted  with,  you  are  to 
keep  to  them  for  life.  A  book  may  be  good  for 
nothing ;  or  there  may  be  only  one  thing  in  it 
worth  knowing ;  are  we  to  read  it  all  through  ? 
These  Voyages,  (|)ointing  to  the  three  large 
volumes  of '  Voyages  to  the  South  Sea**  which 
were  just  come  out)  who  will  read  them 
through?  A  man  had  better  work  his  way 
before  the  mast  than  read  them  through ;  they 
will  be  eaten  by  rats  and  mice,  bclbre  they  are 
read  through.  *  There  can  be  little  entertain- 
ment in  such  books ;  one  set  of  savages  is  like 
another.**  Boswsix.  **I  do  not  think  the 
people  of  Otaheite  can  be  reckoned  savages,** 


ins  thtir  author.  Darid  Lewis,  whom  hf>  hai  dfterihtd  ai  an 
other  or  Wectmhttler-trhool :  jtt  the  Dean  of  WMtinintter. 
who  has  been  pleased  to  make  some  inquiry  on  this  sut^:, 
has  not  found  anj  vestiire  or  bis  havinfr  erer  been  emploved 
in  this  situation.  A  late  writer  ("  Environs  of  London,** 
W.  171.)  soproard  that  the  following  inscripcian  in  the  rhurch> 
yard  of  the  church  oS  Lnw  Leyton.  in  Esses,  was  intended  to 
coumeiBorate  this  port:  "Socrctf  to  Ikf  menroty  qf  D^rM 
Lnrii.  £sf ..  srAa  AM  lAe  *A  doj/  qf  April,  1760,  mft4  77 
fttarti  mgrtmtjtmmrittqf  tk^  Mutes,  a$  Us  auny  cmllnsf 
pmca  m  potfrf  f90k9fuHg  tettify. 

*  Imgfwri  wrar  ar^  on  tkit  marble  trre, 
JtW  OM  Mh'  ^Mkjmr  to  tkjfmtke$gne.'"-~ 


JoHKSON.  "  Don*t  cant  in  defeno 
B06WELL.  "-  They  have  the  art  a 
Johnson.  "A  dog  or  cat  can  t 
WELL.  •*  They  carve  xerj  ingenio 
SON.  ^  A  cat  can  scratch,  and  a 
nail  can  scratch.**  I  perceived  1 
of  the  moUia  temporafamdi;  so  d 

Upon  his  mentioning  that  wh« 
college  he  wrote  his  first  exercis 
but  never  did  so  aAerwards: — 
**I  suppose.  Sir,  you  could  nd 
better?  Johnsow.  "Yes,Jkfada; 
I  could  make  them  better.  Thot 
than  no  thoughL**  Miss  Ai>am 
think.  Sir,  you  could  make  vo 
better?**  iows9ov.  •*  Certainl 
BoswBLL.  "TU  Uy  a  bet.  Sir, 
Johnson.  "But  I  will.  Sir,  if 
shall  make  the  best  of  them  yc 
out,  better.**  Boswrsu..  *•■  But  i 
to  them.  I  will  not  allow  of  tJ 
SON.  "Nay,  Sir,  there  are  tlu 
making  them  better;  putting  oul 
correcting.** 

During  our  visit  at  Oxfoni,  i 
conversation  passed  between  him 
the  subject  of  my  trying  my  foi 
Englbh  bar.  Having  asked*  whc 
extensive  acquaintance  in  Londoi 
very  valuable,  and  of  great  adr; 
man  at  large,  might  not  be  prej 
lawyer,  by  preventing  him  from 
ficient  attention  to  his  business? 
**  Sir,  you  will  attend  to  business 
lays  hold  of  you.  When  not  actuall 
you  mav  see  your  friends  as  mncl 
now.  I'^ou  may  dine  at  a  club  eve 
sup  with  one  of  the  members  cverr 
you  may  be  as  much  at  public  pi 
who  has  seen  them  all  would  wish  1 
vou  must  take  care  to  attend  cc 
\Vedtminster  Hall;  both  to  mind 
ness,  as  it  is  almost  all  leamt  there  1 
reads  now),  and  to  show  that  you  w 
business.  And  you  must  not  be  to< 
I  at  public  places,  that  competitors  m 
it  to  9ay,  ^  He  is  always  at  the  play 
'  Kanelagh,  and  never  to  be  found  a 
bers.'  And,  Sir,  there  must  be 
\  solemnity  in  the  manner  of  a  profes 
^  I  have  nothing  particular  to  say  tc 
I  subject.  All  this  I  should  sav'to 
should  have  said  it  to  Lord  ^TYxmx 
years  ago." 
I      The  profession  may  probably  th 

But  it  apiwars  to  me  improbable  that  this 
erected  'or  the  author  of  tite  rerses  to  Pope,  an 
already  mentioned  :  the  langua^  boch  of  the 
fixed  to  that  ^w<*.  and  of  tlje  dedication  a 
Earl  or  Shaftesbury,  and  prefixed  to  the  Mi 
denotinit  a  perM>n  «ho  morrd  in  a  lower  v 

Essn  squire  seems  to  bare  done Mslosk. 

of  Etfmire  in  thi*  inK-ription  i»  sureljr  nn  eridi 

wm  what  Is  called  a  ciHintrr  Sqmtrr Cao&i 

j      *  Parker,  however,  turrired  Johnson  twelTi 
Oxiard  In  his  eifbtj- ninth  jear,  Dec.  la  1791 
*  Gook'a  Tojages.— Cbokkk. 
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presentation  of  what  is  required  in  a  barrister 
"who  would  hope  for  success,  to  be  much  too 
indulgent ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  as 

**  The  wits  of  Charles  found  easier  wajs  to  fiune," 


of  the  lawyers  of  this  age  who  have  risen 
lugh  have  bj  no  means  thought  it  absolutely 
neoessary  to  submit  to  that  long  and  painful 
course  of  study  which  a  Plowden,  a  Coke,  and 
a  Hale  considered  as  requisite.  My  respected 
friend,  Mr.  Langton,  has  shown  me,  m  the 
handwriting  of  his  grandfather,  a  curious 
account  of  a  conversation  which  he  had  with 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Hale ',  in  which  that  great 
man  tells  him,  "That  for  two  years  after  be 
came  to  the  inn  of  court,  he  studied  sixteen 
Itoara  a  day ;  however,  his  lordship  added,  that 
bj  this  intense  application  he  almost  brought 
lumself  to  his  grave,  though  he  were  of  a  verv 
atronff  constitution,  and  after  reduced  himself 
to  eimt  hours ;  but  that  he  would  not  advise 
any  body  to  so  much ;  that  he  thought  six 
hours  a  day,  with  attention  and  constancv, 
was  sufficient ;  that  a  man  must  use  his  body 
•a  he  would  his  horse,  and  hb  stomach ;  not 
tire  him  at  once,  but  rise  with  an  appetite.** 

On  Wetlnesday,  June  16.,  Dr.  Johnson  and 
I  returned  to  London :  he  was  not  well  to-day, 
and  said  verv  little,  employing  himself  chiefly 
in  reading  Euripides.  He  expressed  some  dis- 
pleasure at  me  for  not  observing  sufficiently 
the  various  objects  upon  the  road.  "  If  I  had 
rour  eyes.  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  should  count  the 
i^asengers."  It  was  wonderful  how  accurate 
ua  obrarvation  of  visual  objects  was,  notwith- 
=tAndii^  his  imperfect  eyesight,  owing  to  a 
imhit  of  attention.  That  he  was  much  satisfied 
rith  the  respect  paid  to  him  at  Dr.  Adams's  is 
hus  attested  by  himself:  "I  returned  last 
Lisht  from  Oxford,  after  a  fortnight's  abode 
rath  Dr.  Adams,  who  treated  me  as  well  as  I 
|Ould  expect  or  wish ;  and  he  that  contents  a 
i<^  man,  a  man  whom  it  is  impossible  to 
il«ase,  has  surely  done  his  part  well.** ' 

After  his  return  to  London  from  this  excur- 
ion,  I  saw  him  frequently,  but  have  few  me- 
Hiorandums ;  I  shall  therefore  here  insert  some 
^^rticulars  which  I  collected  at  various  times. 


The  Reverend  Mr.  Astle,  of  Ashbourne,  in 
Derbyshire,  brother  to  the  learned  and  inge- 
^ous  Thomas  Astle,  Esq.,  was  from  his  early 
"^ars  known  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  obligingly 
^vised  him  as  to  his  studies,  and  recom- 
■Xended  to  him  the  following  books,  of  which 
k  list  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  communi- 
imte  lies  before  me,  in  Johnson*8  own  hand- 
•Triting: — 

•*  Universal  History  (ancient) — Rollin's  Ancient 
E^Usiory — PufTendorf's  Introduction  to  History — 


1  This  Interesting  conversation  is  given  at  length,  in  Se- 
»«rd*s  **  Anecdotes  of  distinguished  Pertons,"  vol.  iv.  p.  489. 


Vertofs  History  of  Knights  of  Malta — Vertot's 
Revolution  of  Portugal — Vertot's  Revolution  of 
Sweden — Carte's  History  of  England — Present 
State  of  England — Geographical  Grammar — Pri- 
deaux's  Connexion — Nelson's  Feasts  and  Fasts — 
Duty  of  Man — Gentleman's  Religion-^Clarendon's 
History  —  Watts's  Improvement  of  the  Mind  — 
Watts's  Logic  —  Nature  Displayed  —  Lowth's 
English  Grammar — Blackwall  on  the  Classics — 
Sherlock's  Sermons — Burnet's  Life  of  Hale  — 
Dupin's  History  of  the  Church — Shuckford's  Con- 
nexions— Law's  Serious  Call — Walton's  Complete 
Angler — Sandys's  Travels— Sprat's  History  of  the 
Royal  Society — England's  Gazetteer-— Goldsmith's 
Roman  History  —  Some  Commentaries  on  the 
Bible." 

It  having  been  mentioned  to  Dr.  Johnson 
that  a  c^entleman  who  had  a  son  whom  he 
ima^nea  to  have  an  extreme  degree  of  timidity, 
resolved  to  send  him  to  a  public  school,  that 
he  might  acquire  confidence :  "  Sir,'*  said  John- 
son, **  this  is  a  preposterous  expedient  for 
removing  his  infirmity;  such  a  disposition 
should  be  cultivated  in  the  shade.  Placing 
him  at  a  public  school  is  forcing  an  owl  upon 
day.** 

Speaking  of  a  gentleman  whose  house  was 
mucn  frequented  by  low  company:  "Rags, 
Sir,**  said  he,  "  will  always  make  their  appear- 
ance where  they  have  a  right  to  do  it** 

Of  the  same  gentleman's  mode  of  living,  he 
said,  "  Sir,  the  servants,  instead  of  doing  what 
they  are  bid,  stand  round  the  table  m  idle 
clusters,  gaping  upon  the  guests ;  and  seem  as 
unfit  to  attend  a  company,  as  to  steer  a  man 
of  war.** 

A  dull  country  magistrate  gave  Johnson  a 
long,  tedious  account  of  his  exercising  his 
criminal  jurisdiction,  the  result  of  which  was 
his  having  sentenced  four  convicts  to  trans- 
portation. Johnson,  in  an  agony  of  impa- 
tience to  get  rid  of  such  a  companion,  ex- 
claimed, "I  heartily  wish.  Sir,  that  I  were  a 
fifth.** 

Johnson  was  present  when  a  tragedy  was 
read,  in  which  there  occurred  this  line : 

"  Who  rules  o'er  freemen  should  himself  be  free." 

The  company  having  admired  it  much,  "  I 
cannot  agree  with  you,**  said  Johnson:  "it 
might  as  well  be  said, 

**  Who  drives  fat  oxen  should  himself  be  fat" 

He  was  pleased  with  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Cator,  who  was  joined  with  him  in  Mr.  Thrale's 
important  trust,  and  thus  describes  him: 
"There  is  much  good  in  his  character,  and 
much  usefulness  in  his  knowledge.**  He  found 
a  cordial  solace  at  that  gentleman*8  seat  at 
Beckenham,  in  Kent,  which  b  indeed  one  of  the 
finest  places  at  which  I  ever  was  a  guest ;  and 


*  He  adda.  "  I  went  in  the  common  vehicle,  with  verv 
Uttle  fttigue,  and  cams  back.  I  think,  with  less."_  Caoua. 
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where  I  find  more  and  more  a  hospitable  wel- 
come. 

Johnson  seldom  encouraged  general  censure 
of  any  profession ;  but  he  was  willing  to  allow 
a  due  share  of  merit  to  the  various  depart- 
ments necessary  in  civilised  life.  In  a  splene- 
tic, sarcastical,  or  jocular  frame  of  mind,  how- 
ever, he  would  sometimes  utter  a  pointed 
saying  of  that  nature.  One  instance  has  been 
mentioned  [p.  219.],  where  he  gave  a  sudden 
satirical  stroke  to  the  character  of  an  attorney. 
The  too  indiscriminate  admission  to  that  em- 
ployment, which  reciuires  both  abilities  and 
mtegrity,  has  given  rise  to  injurious  reflections, 
which  are  totally  inapplicable  to  many  very 
respectable  men  who  exercise  it  with  reputation 
ana  honour. 

Johnson  having  argued  for  some  time  with 
a  pertinacious  gentleman ;  his.  opponent,  who 
had  talked  in  a  very  puzzling  manner,  hap- 
pened to  say,  " I  don't  understand  you,  Sir;'* 
upon  which  Johnson  gbserved,  "Sir,  I  have 
found  you  an  argument ;  but  I  am  not  obliged 
to  find  jou  an  undcrstanTiing." 

Talkmg  to  me  of  Horry  Walpole  (as  Horace, 
now  Earl  of  Orford,  was  often  called),  Johnson 
allowed  that  he  got  together  a  great  many 
curious  little  things,  and  told  them  in  an 
elegant  manner.  Mr.  Walpole  thought  John- 
son a  more  amiable  character  after  reading  his 
Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale :  but  never  was  one  of 
the  true  admirers  of  that  great  man.^  We 
may  suppose  a  prejudice  conceived,  if  he  ever 
heard  Johnson's  account  to  Sir  George  Staun- 
ton, that  when  he  made  speeches  in  parliament 
for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  "he  always 
took  care  to  put  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  the 
wronw,  and  to  say  every  thing  he  could  against 
the  electorate  of  Hanover."  The  celebrated 
Heroic  Epistle,  in  which  Johnson  is  satirically 
introduced,  has  been  ascribed  both  to  Mr. 
Walpole  and  Mr.  Mason.  One  day  at  Mr. 
Courtenay's,  when  a  gentleman  expressed  his 
opinion  that  there  was  more  energy  in  that 
poem  than  could  be  expected  from  Mr.  Wal- 
pole ;  Mr.  Warton,  the  late  laureate,  observed. 


"  It  may  have  been  written  by 
buckranid  by  Mason.**  * 

He  disapproved  of  Lord  Hai 
modernised  the  language  of  the  e 
John  Hales  of  Eton  ^,  in  an  edii 
lordship  published  of  that  w 
"An  author's  language.  Sir,"  i 
charactcristical  part  of  his  comp 
also  characterisUcal  of  the  a^ 
writes.  Besides,  Sir,  when  i5k 
changed,  we  are  not  sure  that  tl 
same.  No,  Sir :  I  am  sorry  Lo 
done  this." 

Here  it  may  be  observed,  that 
use  of  the  expression,  iVb,  Sir,  m 
to  intimate  contradiction  :  for  he 
when  he  was  about  to  enforce  t 
proposition  which  hod  not  been 
Uie  instance  last  mentioned.  I 
sider  it  as  a  kind  of  flag  of  defia 
had  said,  "  Any  argument  you  ma 
this  is  not  just.  No,  Sir,  it  is  ' 
like  Falstaff's  "I  deny  your  maj< 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  having 
took  the  altitude  of  a  man's  taste 
and  his  wit,  and  of  his  understa 
remarks  which  he  repeated ;  beinj 
that  he  must  be  a  weak  man  who 
mon  things  with  an  emphasis  as 
oracles ; — Johnson  agreed  with  I 
Joshua  having  also  observed  t 
character  of  a  man  was  found 
amusements,  Johnson  added,  '*"! 
man  is  a  hypocrite  in  his  pleasure 

I  have  mentioned  Johnson's  gei 
to  a  pun.  He  once,  however,  em 
mine.  When  we  were  talking  of 
company  in  which  he  had.distingu 
highly,  I  said,  "  Sir,  you  were  a  co 
by  smelts.  Is  not  tiiis  enough  fi 
time  too  when  you  were  not^sking^ 
ment  ?"  He  laughed  at  this  with 
approbation.  Old  Mr.  Sheridan  ol 
mj  mentioning  it  to  him,  "  He  liki 
plmient  so  well,  he  was  willing  to 
pun  sauce.**    For  my  own  part,  I 


I  In  his  PcMthumotu  Works  h«  has  spoken  of  Johnson  in 
the  most  contemptuous  manner !  —  Malonb.  In  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Cole,  published  since  Mr.  Blalone's  death,  Walpole  says, 
**  I  have  no  thirst  to  know  the  rest  of  my  contemporaries, 
from  the  absurd  bombast  of  Dr.  Johnson  down  to  the  siliv 
Dr.  Goldsmith.  Though  the  Utter  changeling  has  hail 
bright  gleams  of  parts,  and  the  former  had  sense  till  he 
changed  it  for  words  and  sold  it  for  a  pension."  —  Z7th  Aprils 
1773.  The  expression  is  smart  and  epigrammatic,  but  has, 
as  relates  to  Johnson,  little  meaning.  Johnson's  sense  and 
verbotitjf  were  contemporaneous.  Indeed,  his  later  works 
have  fewer  hard  words  than  his  first  publications ;  so  tliat  at 
least  he  did  not "  change  sense  for  words."  As  to  the  pension. 
It  has  been  shown  that  Johnson  did  not  sell  his  principles  for 
it:  but,  «t  all  events,  he  did  not  "self  his  sense"  in  the 
meaning  of  parting  with  it.  And  the  Quarterly  Review  on 
W0ipate*s  Meme&$  (March,  1832)  proves  that  though  he 
talked  and  wrote  to  strains  of  high  oislnterestedneM,  he  was 
the  last  man  who  ought  to  have  charged  another  with  any 
Pfnat  ekange  either  of  principles  or  language.  As  to  Gold- 
smith, Walpoto  had  before  happily  characterised  him  as  an 
*'  inspired  idiot."  In  his  recently  nobUshed  Memoirs  of 
George  III.,  in  which  he,  according  to  his  wont,  abuses  every 
body,  he  took  occMioo,  on  the  subject  of  the  pamphlet  on  the 
FalklaDd  Islands,  to  draw  the  following  caricature  of  Jobn- 


**  With  a  lumber  of  learning  and  som«  strot 
was  an  odious  and  mean  character.  Bv  prii 
arrogant,  self-sufficient,  and  overbeafinK 
grateful  through  pride,  and  of  feminine  1 
prostituted  his  pen  to  party  ev<ni  in  a  die 
afterwards,  for  a  pension,  contradicted  hi* 
His  manners  were  sordid,  superciliooa,  a 
style  ridiculously  bombastic  and  vicioua  <  a 
with  all  the  pedantry  he  had  all  the  ginnt 
country  schoolmaster."-.  Memoirs,  It.  297. 

s  I  have  already  said,  on/e,  p.  325.  n.  4  1 
is  rather  that  Walpole  supplied  the  ponus 
poetry.  —  Ceoker.  * 

'  John  Hales,  fellow  of  Eton,  was  an  ctni 
divine,  and  a  sulTering  loyalist  under  the  Con 
I  think  he  owes  the  title  otever  memormble 
distlnguiihed,  to  his  being,  by  the  partlali 
editor.  Bishop  Pearson,  so  styled  In  tba  1 
(Mdem  Remains,  published  In  1659 Croki 

*  Sir  James  Mackintosh  remembers  that 
the  Christmas  of  1793  at  Beaconsfield,  Mr.  Bi 
*'  Johnson  showed  more  powers  of  mind  In  1 
bis  writings ;  but  he  argued  only  for  victarv 
bad  neither  a  paradox  to  defend,  nor  an  ann 
he  would  prelace  his  assent  with  IF/^,  no,  gi 
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nocent  species  of  wit  or  pleasantry  should  be 
■oppressed;  and  that  a  good  pun  may  be 
admitted  amon^  the  smaller  excellencies  of 
liTely  conversation. 

H!ad  Johnson  treated  at  large  De  Chtris 
OraiorUnu^  he  might  have  given  us  an  ad- 
nirable  work.  When  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
attacked  the  ministry  as  vehemently  as  he 
ooold,  for  having  token  upon  them  to  extend 
the  time  for  the  importation  of  com,  Lord 
Qiatharo,  in  his  Brst  speech  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  boldly  avowed  himself  to  be  an  adviser 
of  Uiat  measure.  "  My  colleagues,"  said  he, 
**as  I  was  confined  by  indisposition,  did  me 
the  signal  honour  of  coming  to  the  bedside  of 
a  sick  man,  to  ask  his  opinion.  But,  had  they 
not  thus  condescended,  I  should  have  taken  up 
mjf  bed  and  walked,  in  order  to  have  delivered 
that  opinion  at  the  Council-board."  Mr.  Lang- 
ton,  wno  was  present,  mentioned  this  to  John- 
ion,  who  observed,  "  Now,  Sir,  we  see  that  he 
took  these  words  as  he  found  them,  without 
oonsidering,  that  though  the  expression  in 
Scripture,  Take  up  thy  bed  and  walkj  strictly 
•oited  the  instance  of  the  sick  man  restored  to 
health  and  strength,  who  would  of  course  be 
•opposed  to  carry  his  bed  with  him,  it  could 
not  be  proper  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  was 
lying  in  a  state  of  feebleness,  and  who  cer- 
tain^ would  not  add  to  the  difficulty  of 
moving  at  all,  that  of  carr)rin^  his  bed."  ^ 

When  I  pointed  out  to  him  m  the  newspaper 
one  of  Mr.  Grattan*s  animated  and  glowing 
ipeeches  in  favour  of  the  freedom  of  Ireland, 
in  which  this  expression  occurred  (I  know  not 
if  accurately  taken)  :  "  We  will  persevere,  till 
there  is  not  one  link  of  the  English  chain  left 
to  clank  upon  the  rags  of  the  meanest  beggar  in 
Ireland:"— "Nay,  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  "don't 
joa  perceive  that  one  link  cannot  clank  ?" 

Mrs.  Thrale  has  published,  as  Johnson's,  a 
kind  of  parody  or  counterpart  of  a  fine  poetical 
passage  in  one  of  Mr.  Burke^s  speeches  on 
Amencan  taxation.  It  is  vigorously  but  some- 
what coarsely  executed ;  and,  I  am  inclined  to 
•uppose,  is  not  quite  correctly  exhibited.  I  hope 
he  did  not  use  the  words  "  vile  agents  "  for  the 
Americans  in  the  House  of  Parliament;  and  if 
he  did  so,  in  an  extempore  effusion,  I  wish  the 
lady  had  not  committed  it  to  writing. 

Mr.  Burke  uniformly  showed  Johnson  the 
greatest  respect;  and — when  Mr. Townshend, 
now  Lord  Sydney,  at  a  period  when  he  was 
conspicuous  in  opposition,  threw  out  some 
reflection  in  parliament  upon  the  grant  of  a 

Sension  to  a  man  of  such  political  principles  as 
ohnson — Mr.  Burke,  though  then  of  the  same 
party  with  Mr.  Townshend,  stood  warmly  forth 
m  defence  of  his  friend,  to  whom,  he  justly  ob- 


1  Lord  Chatham  Bar  have  meant  to  aay,  lu  hii  strons 
kjpert>oUeal  style,  that  hit  detire  to  do  that  great  duty  would 
Iwre  operated  a  miracle  on  him ;  so  thxit  Johnson**  remark 
•Mna  hypercritical.  —  Crokbr. 

S  I  rather  bellere  that  it  wa«  in  eonieqiience  of  hit  nertUt- 
ioa  tn  clevlng  the  gallery  of  the  Ilotne  of  Commona,  In  spite 


j  served,  the  pension  was  granted  solely  on 
;  account  of  his  eminent  literary  merit.  1  am 
well  assured,  that  Mr.  Townshend*s  attack  upon 
Johnson  was  the  occasion  of  his  '*  hitching  m  a 
rh^rrae ;"  for  that  in  the  original  copy  of  Gold- 
smith's character  of  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  "  Reta- 
liation," another  person's  name  stood  in  the 
couplet  where  Mr.  Townshend  is  now  intro- 
duced : 

**  Though  fraught  with  all  learning  kept  straining 
his  throat, 
To  persuade    Tommy   Towmkend  to  lend   him  a 
vote."  ■ 

It  may  be  worth  remarking,  among  the 
minutia  of  my  collection,  that  Johnson  was 
once  drawn  to  serve  in  the  militia,  the  trained 
bands  of  the  city  of  London,  and  that  Mr. 
Rackstrow,  of  the  museum  in  Fleet  Street,  was 
his  colonel.  It  may  be  believed  he  did  not 
serve  in  person ;  but  the  idea,  with  all  its  cir- 
cumstances, is  certainly  laughable.  He  upon 
that  occasion  provided  himself  with  a  musket, 
and  with  a  sword  and  belt,  which  I  have  seen 
hanging  in  his  closet. 

He  was  very  constant  to  those  whom  he 
once  employed,  if  they  gave  him  no  reason  to 
be  displeased.  When  somebody  talked  of 
being  imposed  on  in  the  purchase  of  tea  and 
sugar,  and  such  articles :  "  That  will  not  be  the 
case,"  said  he,  "  if  you  go  to  a  stately  shop.,  as 
I  always  do.  In  such  a  shop  it  is  not  worth 
their  while  to  take  a  petty  advantage." 

An  author  of  most  anxious  and  restless 
vanity'  being  mentioned; — "Sir,"  said  he, 
"  there  is  not  a  young  sapling  upon  Parnassus 
more  severely  blown  about  by  every  wind  of 
criticism  than  that  poor  fellow." 

The  difference,  he  observed,  between  a  well- 
bred  and  an  ill-bred  man  is  this :  "  One  im- 
mediately attracts  your  liking,  the  other  your 
aversi(Hi.  You  love  the  one  till  you  find  rea- 
son to  hate  him ;  you  hate  the  other  till  you 
find  reason  to  love  him." 

The  wife  of  one  of  his  acquaintance  had 
fraudulently  made  a  purse  for  herself  out  of 
her  husband's  fortune.    Feeling  a  proper  com- 

E unction  in  her  last  moments,  she  confessed 
ow  much  she  had  secreted;  but  before  she 
could  tell  where  it  was  placed,  she  was  seized 
with  a  convulsive  fit  and  expired.  Iler  hus- 
band said,  he  was  more  hurt  by  her  want  of 
confidence  in  him,  than  by  the  loss  of  his 
money.  "  I  told  him,"  smd  Johnson,  "  that  he 
should  console  himself;  for  perhaps  the  money 
might  be  found,  and  he  was  sure  that  his  wife 
YFBSgone.*  * 

A  foppish  physician  once  reminded  Johnson 
of  his  having  been  in  company  with  him  on  a 


of  the  earnest  remonstrances  of  Burke  and  Fox,  one  ercning 
when  Garrick  was  present  —  AfoclnittosA.  —  Ckokbr. 

>  Prubably  Mr.  Perceval  Stockdale.  See  smti,  p.  SIS.  — 
CaoKia. 

4  I.ady  Knight  tells  this  story  in  the  European  Mag.  17V9, 
but  does  not  call  the  lady  the  wife  of  one  of  hU  acquaintance. 
—  CaoKER. 
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former  occasion :  *'  I  do  not  remember  it,  Sir.** 
The  physician  still  insisted;  adding  that  he 
that  daj  wore  so  tine  a  coat  that  it  must  have 
attracted  his  notice.  "Sir"  said  Johnson, 
"had  you  been  dipped  in  Pactolus,  I  should 
not  have  noticed  you.'* 

He  seemed  to  take  a  pleasure  in  speaking  in 
his  own  style;  for  when  he  had  carelessly 
missed  it,  he  would  repeat  the  thought  trans- 
lated into  it.  Talking  of  the  comedy  of  "  The 
Rehearsal,**  he  said,  "  It  has  not  wit  enough  to 
keep  it  sweet.'*  This  was  easy ; — he  therefore 
caught  himself,  and  pronounced  a  more  round 
sentence :  "  It  has  not  vitality  enough  to  pre- 
serve it  from  putrefaction.'* 

He  censured  a  writer  of  entertaining  travels 
for  assuming  a  feigned  character,  saying  (in 
his  sense  of  the  word),  "  He  carries  out  one 
lie ;  we  know  not  how  many  he  brings  back.** ' 
At  another  time,  talking  of  the  same  person, 
he  observed,  "  Sir,  your  assent  to  a  man  whom 
you  have  never  known  to  falsify  is  a  debt ;  but 
after  you  have  known  a  man  to  falsify,  your 
assent  to  him  then  is  a  favour.*' 

Though  he  had  no  taste  for  painting,  he 
admired  much  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  treated  of  his  art,  in  his  "  Discourses 
to  the  Royal  Academy.'*  He  observed  one  dav 
of  a  passage  in  them,  "  I  think  I  might  as  well 
have  said  this  mjrself;"  and  once  when  Mr. 
Langton  was  sittmg  by  him,  he  read  one  of 
them  very  eagerly,  and  expressed  himself  thus : 
"  Very  well,  Master  Reynolds ;  very  well,  in- 
deed.    But  it  will  not  be  understood." 

When  I  observed  to  him  that  Painting  was 
ao  far  inferior  to  Poetry,  that  the  story  or  even 
emblem  which  it  communicates  must  be  pre- 
viously known,  and  mentioned  as  a  natural  and 
laughable  instance  of  this,  that  a  little  miss,  on 
seeing  a  picture  of  Justice  with  the  scales,  had 
exclaimed  to  me,  "See,  there's  a  woman 
selling  sweetmeats;"  he  said,  "Painting,  Sir, 
can  illustrate,  but  cannot  inform.'* 

No  man  was  more  ready  to  make  an  apology 
when  he  had  censured  unjustly  than  Jonnson. 
When  a  proof-sheet  of  one  of  his  works  was 
brought  to  him,  he  found  fault  with  the  mode 
in  which  a  part  of  it  was  arranged,  refused  to 
read  it,  and  in  a  passion,  desired  that  the  com- 
positor* might  be  sent  to  him.  The  compositor 
was  Mr.  Manning,  a  decent  sensible  man,  who 
had  composed  about  one  half  of  his  "Dic- 
tionary," when  in  Mr.  Strahan's  printing- 
house  ;  and  a  great  part  of  his  "  Lives  of  the 
Poets,"  when  in  that  of  Mr.  Nichob ;  and  who 


>  1  suppoae  the  Kererend  Martin  Sherlock,  «n  Irlih  cIcrRT- 
man,  who  ptibtithi^,  in  1781,  kit  own  traveli  under  the  title 
of  "  I^itera  or  an  Engltak  Traveller,  translated  trom  the 
French  ;  "  which  Johnson  calls  a  lie.  —  CaoKsa,  1847. 

*  Coinpoiitnr  in  the  printing-house  means,  the  person  who 
adjusts  the  types  in  the  order  In  which  thev  are  to  stand  for 
printing  ;  and  arranges  what  is  called  the  form,  from  which 
an  imnresslon  is  taken.  ~  Boswbll. 

'  The  circumstance  thrrefore  alluded  to  In  Mr.  Courtenay's 
•'  Poetical  Character  "  of  him  is  strictly  true.  My  informer 
was  Mrs.  Desrooulins,  who  lived  many  years  In  Dr.  Joknioa'a 
house.  — .  Boswbll. 


(in  his  seventy-Beventh  year}  wbc 
Baldwin's  printing-house,  composed 
the  first  edition  of  this  work  conc« 
By  producing  the  manuscript,  he  at 
fied  Dr.  Johnson  that  be  was  not 
Upon  which  Johnson  candidly  and 
said  to  him,  "Mr.  Compositor,  I 
pardon;  Mr. Ck>mpo8itor,  I  ask  yoi 
again  and  again.** 

His  generous  humanity  to  the  mis 
almost  beyond  example.  The  fol! 
stance  is  well  attested  :  coming  hom 
night,  he  found  a  poor  woman  lyi 
street,  so  much  exhausted  that  she 
walk ;  he  took  her  upon  his  back  ai 
her  to  his  house,  where  be  discover* 
was  one  of  those  wretched  females 
fallen  into  the  lowest  state  of  vic€ 
and  disease.  Instead  of  harshly  i 
her,  he  had  her  taken  care  of  with  i 
ncss  for  a  long  time,  at  a  considcrabi 
till  she  was  restored  to  health,  and  en 
to  put  her  into  a  virtuous  way  of  liv 

He  thought  Mr.  Caleb  AVhitefoord 
happy  in  hitting  on  the  signature  o 
Cursor  to  his  ingenious  and  diver 
Readings  of  the  newspapers  ^ ;  it  Ix 
name  of  an  ancient  Roman,  and  cleai 
sive  of  the  thin^  done  in  this  lively  < 

He  once  in  his  life  was  known  to'ha 
what  is  called  a  bull:  Sir  Joshua 
when  they  were  riding  togetlier  in  D 
complained  that  he  had  a  very  bad 
that  even  when  going  down  hill  '. 
slowly  step  by  step.  "Ay,**  said 
"  and  when  he  goes  up  hill  he  stands 

He  had  a  great  aversion  to  gestic 
company.  Ue  called  once  to  a  g( 
who  offended  him  in  that  point,  "  Dc 
dinise.^  And  when  another  gentlemai 
he  was  giving  additional  force  to 
uttered  by  expressive  movements  of  1 
Johnson  fairly  seized  them,  and  b 
down. 

An  author  of  considerable  emineno 
engrossed  a  good  share  of  the  c onvei 
the  company  of  Johnson,  and  hav 
nothing  but  what  was  trifling  and  insij 
Johnson,  when  he  was  gone,  observe 
"  It  is  wonderful  what  a  difference  the 
times  is  between  a  man's  powers  of  wr 

of  talking.     writes  with  great  jq 

is  a  poor  talker :  had  he  held  his  toi 
might  have  supposed  him  to  have  1 
strained  by  modesty;   but   he  has  « 


*  He  followed  his  Cron  Headings  by  a  still 
paper  on  the  Errors  qf  the  Press.  These  ttre 
eatays  are  preserved  in  the  "  FoundUns  HosoUal 
—  CaoKKa.  ^^ 

*  This  was  Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  an  Irish  Bart 
of  a  History  of  the  Rebellion  of  1799.  whom  I 
mately,  and  who  had,  it  must  he  confessed,  a  grc« 
of  manner.  One  day,  when  Sir  Richard  waa  < 
with  singular  warmth  to  write  the  livea  of  the  or 
and  getting  up  to  enforce  his  suit.  Johnson  cok 
"  Sit  down,  Sir."  —  Pioxzi,  p.  225.  _  Ckoku 

*  Probably  Dr.  Robertson.  Am^,  pt  611.  a.  X  - 
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great  deal  to-day,  and  you  have  heard  what 
stuff  it  was." 

A  gentleman  having  said  that  Acongi  d*iUre 
has  not,  perhaps,  the  force  of  a  command,  but 
may  be  considered  only  as  a  strong  recom- 
mendation :  — "  Sir,**  replied  Johnson,  who 
overheard  him,  **  it  is  such  a  recommendation, 
aa  if  I  should  throw  you  out  of  a  two-pair-of- 
stairs  window,  and  recommend  to  you  to  fall 
•oft.*** 


Mr.  Stcevens,  who  passed  man^  a  social  hour 
with  him  during  their  long  acauaintance,  which 
commenced  when  they  both  live<l  in  the  Tem- 
ple, hus  preserved  a  good  number  of  particulars 
concerning  him,  most  of  which  are  to  be  found 
in  the  department  of  Apophthegms*,  &c  in  the 
collection  of  "  Johnson's  Works."  But  he 
has  been  pleased  to  favoiur  me  with  the  fol- 
lowing, which  are  original :  — 

"  One  evening,  previous  to  the  trial  of  Baretti, 
•  consultation  of  his  friends  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Cox,  the  solicitor,  in  Southampton  Buildings, 
Cluuieery  Lane.  Among  others  present  were  Mr. 
Burke  and  Dr.  Johnson,  who  differed  in  sentiments 
floncerning  the  tendency  of  some  part  of  the  defence 
tlw  prisoner  was  to  make.  When  the  meeting  was 
over,  Mr.  Steevens  observed  that  the  question  be- 
tween him  and  his  friend  had  been  agitated  with 
rather  too  much  warmth.  *  It  may  be  so.  Sir,* 
replied  the  doctor,  '  for  Burke  and  I  should  have 
hten  of  one  opinion  if  we  had  had  no  audience.'* 

**  Dr.  Johnson  once  assumed  a  character  in  which 
perhaps  even  Mr.  Boswell  never  saw  bim.  His 
curiosity  having  been  excited  by  the  praisc-s  be- 
stowed on  the  celebrated  Torre's  fireworks  at 
Mary  bone  Gardens,  he  desired  Mr.  Steevens  to 
pGOompany  him  thither.  The  evening  had  proved 
•howery,  and  soon  after  the  few  people  present 
were  assembled,  public  notice  was  given  that  the 
•ooductors  of  the  wlieels,  suns,  stars,  &c  were  so 
thoroughly  watenoaked  that  it  was  impossible  any 
part  of  the  exhibition  should  be  made.  *  This  is  a 
mere  excuse,*  says  the  doctor,  *  to  save  their  crackers 
Ck  a  more  profitable  company.  Let  us  both  hold 
vp  our  sticks  and  threaten  to  break  those  coloured 
Iwnps  that  surround  the  orchestra,  and  we  shall 
■oon  have  our  wishes  gratified.  The  core  of  the 
:ireworks  cannot  boinjured  ;  let  the  different  pii>ces 
l>e  touched  in  their  respective  centres,  and  they  will 
do  their  offices  as  well  as  ever.*  Some  young  men, 
"who  overheard  him,  immediately  began  the  violence 
1m  had  reco.iimended,  and  an  attempt  was  speedily 
made  to  fire  some  of  the  wheels  which  appeared  to 
Wve  received  the  smallest  damage ;  but  to  little 
-purpoae  were  they  lighted,  for  most  of  them  com- 
pletely failed.  The  author  of  *  The  Rambler,* 
however,  may  be  considered  on  this  occasion  as  the 


Thi«  Han  bpen  printed  in  other  pablicstloDt  "  (*11  to  tke 
umd."  But  Johnson  himself  gave  me  the  true  expression. 
Which  he  had  used  m  above  ;  meaning  that  the  recommend** 
tkM  left  as  little  choice  in  the  one  case  as  tlie  other.  — 


*  This  Is  Hawkins's  collection  of  Anecdotes.  Several  of 
Ihem  I  have  already  given  in  their  proper  places,  and  regret 
that  I  have  not  room  for  all.  —  Csoua,  1847. 

*  What  an  extraordinary  assertloti,  that  in  a  matter  in 


ringleader  of  a  successful  riot,  though  not  as  a 
skilful  pyrotechnist 

"*  It  has  been  supposed  that  Dr.  Johnson,  so  far 
as  fashion  was  concerned,  was  careless  of  his  ap- 
pearance in  public.  But  this  is  not  altogether  true, 
as  the  following  slight  instance  may  show  :  —  Gold- 
smith's last  comedy  was  to  be  represented  during 
some  court- muurning*,  and  Mr.  Steevens  ap- 
pointed to  call  on  Dr.  Johnson,  and  carry  him  to 
the  tavern  where  he  was  to  dine  with  other  of  the 
poet's  friends.  The  doctor  was  ready  dressed,  but 
in  coloured  clothes;  yet  being  told  that  be  would 
find  every  one  else  in  black,  received  the  intel- 
ligence with  a  profusion  of  thanks,  hastened  to 
change  his  attire,  all  the  while  repeating  his  grati- 
tude for  the  information  that  had  saved  him  from 
an  appearance  so  improper  in  the  front  row  of  a 
front  box.  *  I  would  not,*  added  he,  '  for  ten  pounds 
have  seemed  so  retrograde  to  any  general  observ- 
ance.' 

**  He  would  sometimes  found  his  dislikes  on  very 
slender  circumstances.  Happenins  one  day  to  men- 
tion Mr.  Flexman,  a  dissenting  mmister,  with  some 
compliment  to  his  exact  memory  in  chronological 
matters ;  the  doctor  replied,  '  Let  me  hear  no  more 
of  him.  Sir.  That  is  the  fellow  who  made  the 
index  to  my  Ramblers,  and  set  down  the  name  of 
Milton  thus :  —  Milton,  Mr.  John.'  ** 

Mr.  Steevens  adds  to  this  testimony  : 

**  It  is  unfortunate,  however,  for  Johnson,  that 
his  particularities  and  frailties  ean  be  more  distinctly 
traced  than  his  good  and  amiable  exertions.  Could 
the  many  bounties  he  studiously  concealed,  the 
many  acts  of  humanity  he  performed  in  private,  be 
displayed  with  equAl  circumstantiality,  his  defects 
would  be  so  far  lost  in  the  blase  of  his  virtues,  that 
the  latter  only  would  be  regarded." 

Though,  from  my  very  high  admiration  of 
Johnson,  I  have  wondered  Uiat  he  was  not 
courted  bv  all  the  ^at  and  all  the  eminent 
(>er8ons  or  his  time,  it  ought  fairly  to  be  con- 
sidered, that  no  man  of  numble  birth,  who 
lived  entirely  by  literature,  in  short,  no  author 
by  profession,  ever  rose  in  this  country  into 
that  personal  notice  which  he  did.  In  the 
course  of  this  work  a  numerous  variety  of  names 
has  been  mentioned,  to  which  many  might 
be  addod.  I  cannot  omit  Lord  and  Liulv 
Lucan,  at  whose  house  he  often  enjoyed  all 
that  an  elegant  table  and  the  best  company  can 
contribute  to  happiness :  he  found  hospitality 
united  with  extraordinary  accomplishments, 
and  embellished  with  charms  of  which  no  man 
could  be  insensible. 

On  Tuesday,  June  22^  I  dined  with  him  at 
the  Literary  Club,  the  last  time  of  his  being  in 
that  respectable  society.  The  other  members 
present  were  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Lord  Eliot, 


which  the  life  and  death  —  nav.  the  Ignominioiw  death — of 
a  friend  was  at  stake,  he  still  talked  for  victory  I  I  have  seen 
•o  much  reason  to  distrust  anecdotes  told  trom  memory,  par- 
ticularly by  one  in  whom  those  who  knew  him  best  placed 
the  least  conSdmce,  (oisf^,  p.  A90.7I7.).  that  I  hesiUte  to 
give  implicit  credit  to  this  story.  Dr.  Johnson,  no  dnubt,  too 
often  talked  for  victory,  iHit  not,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  on  so 
serious  an  occasion.  —  Caoasa. 

4  "  Ske  Stoops  to  Comfuer,"  first  acted   in  March,  I77S, 

during  a  court-mourning  for  the  king  of  Sardinia.— Caoata. 

3d  2 


^T.  75. 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


773 


Newgate.  I  said  to  him,  I  was  sure  that  human 
life  was  not  machinery,  that  is  to  saj,  a  chain 
of  fatality  planned  and  directed  by  the  Supreme 
fieing,  as  it  had  in  it  so  much  wickedness  and 
misery,  so  many  instances  of  both,  as  that  b^ 
which  my  mind  was  now  clouded.  Were  it 
machinery,  it  would  be  better  than  it  is  in  these 
respectd,  though  less  noble,  as  not  being  a 
•ystem  of  moral  government.  He  agreed  with 
me  now,  as  he  always  did,  upon  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  liberty  of  the  human  will,  which 
has  been  in  all  ages  perplexed  with  so  much 
■ophistry :  "  But,  Sir,  as  to  the  doctrine  of 
necessity,  no  man  believes  it.  If  a  man  should 
nve  me  arguments  that  I  do  not  see,  though 
I  could  not  answer  them,  should  I  believe  that 
I  do  not  see  ?  "  It  will  be  observed,  that  John- 
■on  at  all  times  made  the  just  distinction 
between  doctrines  contrary  to  reason,  and 
doctrines  o^re  reason. 

Talking  of  the  religious  discipline  proper  for 
unhappy  convicts,  he  said,  **  Sir,  one  of  our 
re^lar  clergy  will  probably  not  impress  their 
minds  sufficiently :  they  should  be  attended  by 
*  methodist  preacher',  or  a  popish  priest.* 
Let  me  however  observe,  in  justice  to  the  Re- 
verend Mr.  Vilette,  who  has  been  ordinary 
of  Newgate  for  no  less  than  eighteen  years,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  has  attended  many 
hundreds  of  wretched  criminals,  that  his  ear- 
nest and  humane  exhortations  have  been  very 
effectual.  His  ex  traordinary  diligence  is  h  ighly 
praiseworthy,  and  merits  a  distinguished  re- 
ward.* 

On  Thursday,  June  24.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
Mr.  Dilly's,  where  were  the  Rev.  Mr.  (now 
Dr.^  Knox,  master  of  Tunbridge  School,  Mr. 
Smith,  vicar  of  Southill,  Dr.  Bcattie,  Mr.  Pink- 
erton,  author  of  various  literary  performances', 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mayo.  At  my  desire  old 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  invited,  as  I  was  earnest  to 
have  Johnson  and  hiin  brought  together  again 
by  chance,  that  a  reconciliation  might  be 
effected.  Mr.  Sheridan  happened  to  come 
early,  and  having  learnt  that  Dr.  Johnson  was 
to  be  there,  went  away  ;  so  I  found,  with  sin- 
cere regret,  that  my  friendly  intentions  were 
hopeless.*^  I  recollect  nothing  that  passed  this 
day,  except  Johnson*s  quickness,  who,  when 
X>r.  Beattie  observed,  as  something  remarkable 
which  had  happened  to  him,  that  he  had 
chanced  to  see  both  No.  1.  and  No.  1000.  of 
the  hackney-coaches,  the  first  and  the  last  — 

>  A  Triend  of  mine  happened  to  be  passing  by  A/leUeom- 
gregation  in  the  environs  of  London,  when  a  methodist 
^r«acher  quoted  this  pKssage  with  triumph.  —  BoawRLt. 

'  I  trnsc  that  the  ('itj  of  London,  now  happily  in  unison 
whh  the  court,  will  have  the  justice  and  generosity  to  obuin 
lent  for  this  reverend  gentleman,  now  a  worthy  old 


fit  corporauon boswbll.    This 

Wish  was  not  gratified.  Mr.  Vilette  died  in  April,  1799. 
kavtng  been  nearly  thirty  years  chaplain  of  New^Ue — 
Choksb. 

*  Tbe  well-known  John  Pinkerton,  who  died  in  lAy;,  and 
vImm*  Correspondence  has  since  been  published.  —  CaoKKa. 

4  Fwhaps  BoswcU's  intentions  were  friendlv,  thougti  I 
4oid)C  whether  he  did  not  wish  to  be  witness  or  a  contest ; 
IM  COTUlnly  appears  to  hare  contributed,  at  least  by  his  In- 
dlacrctloQt,  to  keep  up  the  aDimosity.  —  CaoKim. 


"  Why,  Sir,"  sfud  Johnson,  "  there  is  an  equal 
chance  for  one*s  seeing  those  two  numbers  as 
any  other  two.**  He  was  clearly  right ;  yet 
the  seeing  of  the  two  extremes,  each  of  which 
is  in  some  degree  more  conspicuous  than  the 
rest,  could  not  but  strike  one  in  a  stronger 
manner  than  the  sight  of  any  other  two  num- 
bers. —  Though  1  have  n^lected  to  preserve 
his  conversation,  it  was  perhaps  at  this  inter- 
view that  Dr.  Knox  formed  the  notion  of  it 
which  he  has  exhibited  in  his  "  Winter  Even- 
ings.** 

On  Friday,  June  25.,  I  dined  with  him  at 
General  Paoli*s,  where,  he  says  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  "  I  love  to  dine.**  There 
was  a  variety  of  dishes  much  to  his  taste,  of 
all  which  he  seemed  to  me  to  eat  so  much,  that 
I  was  afraid  he  might  be  hurt  by  it ;  and  I 
whispered  to  the  General  my  fear,  and  begged 
he  might  not  press  him.  *^AIas!**  said  the 
General,  **  sec  now  very  ill  he  looks ;  he  can 
live  but  a  very  short  time.  Would  you  refuse 
any  slight  gratifications  to  a  man  under  sen- 
tence of  death  ?  There  is  a  humane  custom 
in  Italy,  by  which  persons  in  that  melancholy 
situation  are  indulged  with  having  whatever 
they  like  best  to  eat  and  drink,  even  with  ex- 
pensive delicacies.** 

I  showed  him  some  verses  on  Lichfield  by 
Miss  Seward,  which  I  had  that  day  received 
from  her,  and  hnd  the  pleasure  to  hear  him 
approve  of  them.  He  confirmed  to  me  the 
truth  of  a  high  compliment  which  I  had  been 
told  he  had  paid  to  that  lady,  when  she  men- 
tioned to  him  "The  Columbiade,**  an  epic 
poem  by  Madame  du  Boccage: — "Madam, 
there  is  not  any  thing  equal  to  your  descrip- 
tion of  the  sea  round  Uie  North  role,  in  your 
Ode  on  the  Death  of  Captain  Cook.'* 

[I  have  thus  quoted  a  compliment  paid  by 
Dr.  Johnson  to  one  of  this  lady*s  poetical 
pieces,  and  I  have  withheld  his  opinion  of  her- 
self, thinking  that  she  might  not  like  it.  I  am 
afraid  that  it  has  reached  her  by  some  other 
means,  and  thus  we  mav  account  for  the  va- 
rious attacks  made  by  her  on  her  venerable 
townsman  since  his  decease ;  some  avowed, 
and  with  her  own  name  —  others,  I  believe,  in 
various  forms  and  under  several  signatures. 
What  are  we  to  think  of  the  scraps  of  letU'rs 
between  her  and  Mr.  Hayley,  impotently  at- 
tempting to  undermine  the  noble  pedestal  on 
which  public  opinion  has  placed  Dr.Johnson?^] 


>  This  passage  Is  an  extract  from  Mr.  Boswell's  contro- 
TersT  with  Miss  Seward —  Gmlieman's  Magaxtnt,  1793. 
p.  1911.,  and  the  following  specimens  of  these  utranjre  scraps 
will  amuse  the  reader,  and  more  than  Justify  Mr.  Boswclrs 
censure  of  Miss  Seward. 


MiM  Sbwakd  to  Mr.  HaTtrr. 


I7«l 


"  You  have  seen  Dr.  Johnson's  '  Lit es  of  the  Poets : '  they 
have  excited  your  generous  indignation  :  a  heart  like  Mr. 
Uayley's  would  shrink  back  astonished  to  perceive  a  mind  so 
enriched  with  the  power  of  grniug.  capable  of  such  cool 
maiiKnity.  Yet  the  Genttrman'M  Magazm<  pni$*d  these  un. 
worthy  efforts  to  blight  the  laurels  of  undoubted  fame.  O 
that  the  venom  may  fall  where  it  ought  I  —  that  the  breath  tif 
public  contempt  may  blow  it  ttom  the  beauteous  wreaths," 
3i>  3 
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[JOHNSON  TO  MRS    TIIRALE. 

(Extract.) 

«  London,  June  2fj.  1 784. 
"  A  message  came  to  me  yesterday  to  tell  me 
that  Macbean  is  dead,  after  three  days  of  illness. 
He  was  one  of  those  who,  as  Swift  says,  ttood  a$  a 
acrern  between  me  and  death.  He  has,  I  hope,  made 
a  good  exchange.  He  was  very  pious;  he  was 
very  innocent;  he  did  no  ill  ;  and  of  doing  good 
a  continual  tenour  of  distress  allowed  him  few 
opportunities ;  he  was  very  highly  esteemed  in  the 
[Charter]  house,'* 
—  Letters. 

On  Sunday,  June  27.,  I  found  him  rather 
better.  I  mentioned  to  him  a  young  man  who 
w:i8  going  to  Jamaica  with  his  wife  and  chiU 
dren,  in  expectation  of  being  provided  for  by 
two  of  her  brothers  settled  in  that  island,  one 
a  clergyman  and  the  other  a  physician.  John- 
son. **■  It  is  a  wild  scheme.  Sir,  unless  he  has 
a  positive  and  deliberate  invitation.  There 
was  a  poor  girl,  who  used  to  come  about  me, 
who  had  a  cousin  in  Barbadoes,  that,  in  a  letter 
to  her,  expressetl  a  wish  she  should  come  out 
to  that  island,  and  expatiated  on  the  comforts 
and  happiness  of  her  situation.  The  poor  girl 
went  out :  her  cousin  was  much  surprised,  and 
askeil  her  how  she  could  think  of  coming. 
*  Because,' said  she,  *  you  invited  me.* — 'Not 
T,*  answered  the  cousin.  The  letter  was  then 
prmluced.  *  1  sec  it  is  true,'  said  she,  '  that  I 
did  invito!  you :  but  I  did  not  think  you  would 
come.'  T'hey  lo<lge<l  her  in  an  out-house, 
where  she  passed  her  time  miserably ;  and  as 
soon  as  she  had  an  opportunity  she  returned 
to  England.  Always  tell  this  when  you  hear 
of  |)eople  going  abroad  to  relations  upon  a 
notion  of  being  well  received.  In  the  case 
which  you  mention,  it  is  probable  the  clergy- 
man spends  all  he  gets,  and  the  physician  does 
not  know  how  much  he  is  to  get." 

We  this  day  dined  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's, 
with  General  Paoli,  Lord  Eliot  (formerly  Mr. 
Eliot^  of  Fort  Eliot),  Dr.  Beattie,  and  some 
other  company.  Talking  of  Lord  Chester- 
field ;  —  Johnson.      "  Ilis    manner  was  ex- 


Ac.  &c.  •■  I  turn  from  this  comet  In  literature  {Dr.  Johnson) 
to  lt»  Svn,—  Mr.  llaylfy  I  " 

"Mb.  Haylby  to  Miss  Siwaid. 

"  5ch  Augutt 

"  I  hare  read  the  '  Lires  or  the  Poeti  *  with  as  much  tndig- 
nation  a«  you  can  give  me  crmltt  for  —  with  a  itr^nfre  mix- 
ture of  detestation  and  delight.  As  his  lanffuage.  to  give  the 
devil  his  due,  is  frequently  sublime  and  enriched  with  certain 
diabolical  graces  or  his  own,  I  continue  to  listen  to  him, 
whenever  he  speaks,  with  an  equal  mixture  of  admiration 
and  abhnrrunce." 

Hayley  seems  to  have  been  puszlod  between  his  real  ad> 
miration  of  Johnson  and  his  wish  to  appear  to  share  the 
indignation  of  his  fair  correspondent,  who  evidently  did  not 
lilie  the  expression  of  "delight"  axxd  " admirati>m  "  Vfith 
which  llayley  had  qualified  his  censure.  She  therefore  art- 
fullv enough  seeks  to  enlist  him  more  thoroughly  in  her  cause 
by  insinuating  that  Johnson,  who  was  then  at  Lichfield,  and 
whom,  alter  Churchill,  she  calls  "/mmanc  Pompoto"  had 
spoken  mldlv  of  Ilayley's  pot'ir)-.  while  she  "  kept  an  indig- 
naHlti/ence.''^  This  fwrtly  succeetis,  and  Ilayley's  reply  M 
a  little  more  satisfactory  to  the  ireful  lady. 


n'  Itely  elegant,  and  be  had  more  know] 
I  expected."  Boswbli^  **  Did  yon 
Sir,  his  conversation  to  be  of  a  superior  sti 
JoHKSOH.  **Sir,  in  the  conversation  w£ 
had  with  him  I  had  the  best  right  to  »upe 
ity,  for  it  was  upon  philolo«^  and  litent 
Lord  Eliot,  who  had  travelled  at  the  same 
with  Mr.  Stanhope,  Lord  Chesterfield's  m 
son,  justly  observed,  that  it  was  strange 
a  man  who  showed  he  had  so  mudi  afie 
for  his  son  as  Lord  Chesterfield  did,  by  wi 
so  many  long  and  anxious  letters  to 
almost  all  of  them  when  he  was  secrets 
state,  which  certainly  was  a  proof  of  | 
goodness  of  disposition,  should  endearn 
make  his  son  a  rascal.  His  Lordship  tol 
that  Foote  had  intended  to  bring  on  toe«t 
father  who  had  thus  tutored  his  son,  and  to 
the  son  an  honest  man  to  every  one  else,  Uit] 
tising  bis  father's  maxims  upon  him,  and  die 
him.  Johnson.  "  I  ani  much  pleased  will 
design  ;  but  I  think  there  was  no  occsw 
make  the  son  honest  at  all.  No ;  bedwd 
a  consummate  rogue :  the  contrast  bet 
honesty  and  knaverj  would  be  the  Miti 
It  should  be  contrived  so  that  the  i 
should  be  the  only  sufierer  bj  the  8on*«  vil 
and  thus  there  would  be  poetical  justioe.* 
He  put  Lord  Eliot  in  mind  of  Dr.  Yi 
Harte.*  "I  know,**  said  he,  "  Hartewss 
lordship's  tutor,  and  he  was  also  tutor  U 
Peterborough  family.  Fray,  my  lord,  do 
recollect  any  particulars  that  he  told  yi 
Lord  Peterborough?  He  is  a  favoarii 
mine  ',  and  is  not  enough  known ;  his 
racter  has  been  only  vcntuated  in  party 
phlets.'*  Lord  Eiiot  sai<l,  if  DrTiol 
would  be  so  good  as  to  ask  him  any  que* 
he  would  tell  what  he  could  recollect 
cordingly  some  things  were  mentioned  *] 
said  his  lordship,  "  the  best  account  of 
Peterborough  that  I  have  happened  to 
with  is  in  *  Captain  Carleton's  Memoirs.*  C 
ton -was  descended  of  an  ancestor^  who 
distinguished  hunself  at  the  siege  of  U 
He  was  an  officer ;  and,  what  was  rare  si 
time,  had  some  knowledge  of  engiaco 
Johnson  said,  he  had  never  heard  ^  the 


"  October  Vt.     Your  account  of  J>ofimoM  <li4l*hti 

that  noble  leviathan  who  lailies  Che  trmabMwMRi 

sublime  tuit  mischievous  storm  of  turbul«Br»  and  m« 

But  she  was  still  dissatlsfled  i  —  "  1  imduMout^ 

"about  the  epithet  noble  j**  mad  then  she  Bmarii 

long  see^saw  gatimaMa$  of   pnAt^  «nd  dUrafae 

.  charity  and  genius  on  the  One  hand,  and  of  Waa 

enyv.  maliitnlty.  bigotry,  and  rapenUtlon.  on  ihe«lh 

I       Mr.  Hadey  attitnpted  to  ridicule  Johnamlnthed 

of  Rumble  in  one  of  his  dull  rhvmlnff  entLJ^  m 

I  Dialogue  of  the  Dead,  whkb  wu  dBBd.^orar^TcMK 

I      I  Johnson  said  that  he  had  once  seen  Ifr   Sianhm 

;  ChestorBeld's  son,  at  Dodsley*a  »hop.  amd wm^omoS 

with  his  awliward  manner  and  appenrance.  that  be  c» 

help  asking  Mr.  Dodsley  who  he  waa.  ^  Hiu^  Amt 

—  CaOKKN.  «Mrw.  M^ 

I      «  S.-e«»/«.  p.  217.  n.  2.— C. 

<  This  is  an  anachronism.    Carleton  hlmrrlfwik 
James's  swi-flghts  long  prior  to  the  liem  o?n*«r  I 
amusing  Memotrt    were    repubUshed^  |n    JSOa^ie 
volume — CaoKBR.  1835.  iw^  •■  ( 
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Lord  Eliot  had  it  at  Port  Eliot ;  but,  after  a 
good  deal  of  inquiry,  procured  a  copy  in 
London,  and  sent  it  to  Johnson,  who  told  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds  that  he  was  going  to  bed 
when  it  came,  but  was  so  much  pleased  with 
it,  that  he  sat  up  till  he  had  reaa  it  through, 
»d  found  in  it  such  an  air  of  truth,  that  tie 
oould  not  doubt  of  its  authenticity ;  adding, 
with  a  smile  (in  allusion  to  Lord  Eliot  s 
haTing  recently  been  raised  to  the  peerage), 
**  I  did  not  think  &  young  lard  could  have  men- 
tioned tome  a  book  in  the  English  history  that 
was  not  known  to  me.** 

An  addition  to  our  company  came  after  we 
went  up  to  the  drawing-room ;  Dr  Johnson 
leemed  to  rise  in  spirits  as  his  audience  in- 
creased. He  said,  he  wished  Lord  Orford*8 
pictures'  and  Sir  Ashton  Leyer*s  museum* 
might  be  purchased  by  the  public,  because 
both  the  money,  and  the  pictures,  and  the 
curiosities  would  remain  in  the  country ; 
whereas  if  they  were  sold  into  another  king- 
dom, the  nation  would  indeed  get  some  money, 
but  would  lose  the  pictures  and  curiosities, 
which  it  would  be  desirable  we  should  have 
for  improvement  in  taste  and  natural  history. 
The  only  question  was,  as  the  nation  was  much 
in  want  of  money,  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  take  a  large  price  from  a  foreign 
•tateP 

He  entered  upon  a  curious  discussion  of  the 
difference  between  intuition  and  sagacity ;  one 
being  immediate  in  its  effect,  the  other  requir- 
ing a  circuitous  process ;  one,  he  observed,  was 
the  eye  of  the  mmd,  the  other  the  nose  of  the 
mind.' 

A  young  gentleman^  present  took  up  the 
argument  against  him,  and  maintained  that  no 
man  ever  thinks  of  the  nose  of  the  mind,  not 
adverting  that  though  that  ngurative  sense 
seems  strange  to  us,  as  very  unusual,  it  is 
truly  not  more  forced  than  Hamlet's  "  In  my 
mind's  eye,  Horatio.'*  He  persisted  much  too 
long,  and  appeared  to  Johnson  as  putting 
himself  forward  as  his  antagonist  with  too 
much  presumption ;  upon  which  he  called  to 
him  in  a  loud  tone,  "  What  b  it  you  are  con- 
tending for,  if  you  be  contending  ?  "  —  And 
afterwards,  imagining  that  the  gentleman  re- 
torted upon  hira  with  a  kind  of  smart  drollery, 
he  said,  "  Mr.  ♦♦♦♦•,  it  does  not  become  you  to 
talk  so  to  me.  Besides,  ridicule  is  not  your 
talent;  you  have  t?iere  neither  intuition  nor 
sagacity."  —  The  gentleman  protested  that  he 
intended  no  improper  freedom,  but  had  the 
greatest  respect  for  Dr.  Johnson.  After  a 
short  pause,  during  which  we  were  somewhat 


t  The  fine  Houghton  collection,  which  wu  Mid  to  the 
Empress  —  Crokik. 

<  Sir  Athlon  LeT«>r  wu  knighttd  by  George  the  Third. 
He  died  in  1788.  Hia  ralehratcd  museum  (valued  before  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Coomooa  at  53,00(V.  )was  dispoeed 
of.  in  1794.  bj  a  private  lotteiy.  to  Mr.  Parkinson,  wlio  re- 
moved  It  to  Albion.plaee,  Blackfriars-bridge,  where  it  was 
for  maoj  years  open  as  an  exhibition.    The  several  articles 


uneasy; — Johnson.  "Give  me  your  hand. 
Sir.  You  were  too  tedious,  and  I  was  too 
short.**  Mr.  ♦♦•♦♦.  "  Sir,  I  am  honoured  by 
your  attention  in  anyway.**  Johnson.  "Come, 
Sir,  let's  have  no  more  of  it.  We  offended  one 
another  by  our  contention  ;  let  us  not  offend 
the  company  by  our  compliments." 

He  now  said,  he  wished  much  to  go  to  Italy, 
and  that  he  dreaded  passing  the  winter  m 
England.  I  said  notning;  but  enjoyed  a 
secret  satisfaction  in  thinking  that  I  had  taken 
the  most  effectual  measures  to  make  such  a 
scheme  practicable. 

On  Monday,  June  28.,  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  the  following 
letter : 


LORD  THURLOW   TO    MR.  BOSWELL. 

**  Sir,  —  T  Rhould  have  answered  your  letter  im- 
mediately, if  (being  much  engaj^d  when  I  received 
it)  I  had  not  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and  forgot  to 
open  it  till  this  morning. 

'^  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  suggestion ; 
and  I  will  adopt  and  press  it  as  far  as  I  can.  The 
best  argument,  I  am  sure,  and  I  hope  it  is  not 
likely  to  fail,  is  Dr.  Johnson's  merit.  But  it  will 
be  necessary,  if  I  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
miss  seeing  you,  to  converse  with  Sir  Joshua  on  the 
sum  it  will  be  proper  to  ask,  —  in  short,  upon  the 
means  of  setting  him  out.  It  would  be  a  reflection 
on  us  all  if  such  a  man  should  perish  for  want  of 
the  means  to  take  care  of  his  health.     Yours,  &c., 

"  Thcrlow." 

This  letter  gave  me  very  high  satisfaction ; 
I  next  day  went  and  showed  it  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  who  was  exceedingly  pleased  with 
it.  He  thought  that  I  should  now  commu- 
nicate the  negotiation  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who 
might  afterwards  complain  if  the  attention 
with  which  he  had  been  honoured  should  l)e 
too  long  concealed  from  him.  I  intended  to 
set  out  for  Scotland  next  morning ;  but  Sir 
Joshua  cordially  insisted  that  I  should  stay 
another  day,  that  Johnson  and  I  micht  dine 
with  him,  that  we  three  might  talk  of  his 
Italian  tour,  and,  as  Sir  Joshua  expressed 
himself,  "  have  it  all  out.** 

I  hastened  to  Johnson,  and  was  told  by  him 
that  he  was  rather  better  to-day.  Boswell. 
"  I  am  very  anxious  about  you.  Sir,  and 
particularly  that  you  should  go  to  Italy  for 
the  winter,  which  I  believe  is  your  own  wish.** 
Johnson.  "  It  is.  Sir.'*  Boswsix.  "  You 
have  no  objection,  I  presume,  but  the  money 
it  would  require.**  Johnson.  "  Why,  no. 
Sir."     Upon  which  I  gave  him  a  particular 


of  which  it  was  composed  were  afterwards  sold  separately  by 
auction.  —  Ceorbr. 

3  These  Ulantrations  were  probably  suggested  by  the 
radical  meaning  of  the  words  ;  mtmitipm,  in  Latin,  properly 
belongs  to  tttkt,  and  s^tgaa'tif  to  tmeU.  —  CaoRtR. 

*  The  epithet  "yosMg  **  was  added  after  the  two  first 
editions,  and  the  *  ■  •  *  •  subsUtnted  instead  of  a  dash  — , 
which  makes  it  preUy  clear  that  young  Mr.  Bui^e  was 
Crorbr. 
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account  of  what  had  been  done,  and  read  to 
him  the  Lord  Chanccllor*s  letter.  He  listened 
with  much  attention ;  then  warmly  said,  **  This 
is  takino:  prodigious  pains  about  a  man.'*  "  O, 
Sir,"  said  I,  with  most  sincere  affection,  "your 
friends  would  do  every  thing  for  you.*'  He 
paused,  —  grew  more  and  more  agitated, — 
till  tears  started  into  his  eyes,  and  he  exclaimed 
with  fervent  emotion,  "  God  bless  you  all !  '* 
I  was  so  affected  that  I  also  shed  tears.  After 
a  short  silence,  he  renewed  and  extended  his 
grateful  benediction,  "  God  bless  you  all,  for 
Jesus  Christ's  sake."  We  both  remained  for 
some  time  unable  to  speak.  He  rose  suddenly 
and  quitted  the  room,  quite  melted  in  tender- 
ness. He  stiiid  but  a  short  time,  till  he  had 
recovered  his  firnmess ;  soon  after  he  returned 
I  left  him,  having  first  engaged  him  to  dine  at 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  next  day. 

I  never  was  again  undei*  that  roof  which  I 
had  so  long  reverenced. 

On  Wednesday,  June  30.,  the  friendly  con- 
fidential dinner  with  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  took 
place,  no  other  company  being  present.  Had 
I  known  that  this  was  the  last  time  that  I 
should  enjoy  in  this  world  the  conversation  of 
a  friend  whom  I  so  much  respected,  and  from 
whom  I  derived  so  much  instruction  and  en- 
tertainment, I  should  have  been  deeply  af- 
fected. When  I  now  look  back  to  it,  I  am 
vexed  that  a  single  word  should  have  been 
forgotten. 

Both  Sir  Joshua  and  I  were  so  sanguine  in 
our  expectations,  that  we  expatiated  with  con- 
fidence on  the  liberal  provision  which  we  were 
sure  would  be  made  for  him,  conjecturing 
whether  munificence  would  be  displayed  in  one 
large  donation,  or  in  an  ample  increase  of  his 
pension.  He  himself  catcbed  so  much  of  our 
enthusiasm  as  to  allow  himself  to  suppose  it 
not  impossible  that  our  hopes  mi(;ht  in  one 
way  or  other  be  realised.  He  said  that  he 
would  rather  have  his  pension  doubled  than  a 
grant  of  a  thousand  pounds.  "  For,"  said  he, 
"  though  probably  I  may  not  live  to  receive  as 
much  as  a  thousand  pounds,  a  man  would  have 
the  consciousness  that  he  should  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  splendour,  how  long 
soever  it  might  be."  Considering  what  a 
moderate  proportion  an  income  of  six  hundred 
pounds  a-year  bears  to  innumerable  fortunes 
m  this  country,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  a 
man  so  truly  great  should  think  it  splendour. 

As  an  instance  of  extraordinary  liberality  of 
friendship,  he  told  us  that  Dr.  Brocklesby  had 
upon  this  occasion  offered  him  a  hundred  a 


1  It  ibmild  be  recollected  that  the  amiable  and  accntn- 
pHfthed  man  who  made  thlt  (renerout  oflTiT  to  the  Toty 
champion  was  a  keen  lyhig;  and  it  it  stated  in  the  ^tb> 

Srapiicat  Diditmarp,  that  he  pressed  Johnson  in  his  last 
Inesi  to  remove  to  his  house  for  the  more  immediate  con- 
venience of  medical  advire.  Dr.  BrocklesbT  died  in  17U7, 
ct.  76.  He  was  a  very  intimate  fHend  of' the  celebrated 
Charles  Townsbend.  as  well  as  uf  Mr.  Burke,  to  whom  he 
had  bequeathed  1000/.  In  his  will ;  but  recollecting  that  ho 
might  outlire  his  Mend,  or  that  the  legacy  might  fall  when 


year  for  his  life.'     A  grrateful  teai 
his  eye,  as  he  spoke  this  in  a  falte 

Sir  Joshua  and  I  endeavoured 
imagination  with  agreeable  prosp 
piness  in  Italy.     "  Nay,**  said  be, 
expect  much  of  that ;  when  a  i 
Italy  merely  to  feel   how  he  bres 
he  can  enjoy  very  little.** 

Our  conversation  turned  upon  1 
country,  which  Johnson,  wnose 
mind  requu*ed  the  dissipation  of 
cessive  variety,  had  habituated 
consider  as  a  kind  of  mental  in 
"Yet,  Sir,"  said  I,  "  there  are  i 
who  are  content  to  live  in  tl 
Johnson.  **  Sir,  it  is  in  the  intell 
as  in  the  physical  world;  we  : 
natural  philosophers  that  a  body  i 
the  place  that  is  fit  for  it:  th 
content  to  live  in  the  country  ai 
country." 

Talking  of  various  enjoyment 
that  a  rennement  of  taste  was  a  d 
as  they  who  have  attained  to 
seldomer  pleased  than  those  who  1 
discrimination,  and  are  therefore  s 
every  thing  that  comes  in  their  wa 
"Nay,  Sir,  that  is  a  paltry  node 
vour  to  be  as  perfect  as  you  a 
respect." 

I  accompanied  him  in  Sir  Joshui 
coach  to  the  entry  of  Bolt  Court, 
me  whether  I  would  not  go  with 
house ;  I  declined  it,  from  an  a 
that  my  spirits  would  sink.  We 
to  each  other  affectionately  in  tl 
When  he  had  got  down  upon  the  fo< 
he  called  out,  "  Fare  you  well !  **  a 
looking  back,  sprang  away  with 
pathetic  briskness,  if  I  may  use  that 
which  seemed  to  indicate  a  struo-tTl 
uneasiness,  and  impressed  mc  with 
of  our  long,  long  separation. 

I  remained  one  daj  more  in  to^ 
the  chance  of  talking  over  my 
with  the  Lord  Chancellor;  but  the 
of  his  lordship's  important  en<mj 
not  allow  of  it ;  so  I  left  the  man 
the  business  in  the  hands  of  Sir  J 
nolds. 

Soon  after  this  time  Dr.  John* 
mortification  of  being  informed  by 
that  "  what  she  supposed  he  neve 
was  true :  namely,  that  she  was  ac 
to  marry  Signor  Piozzi,  an  Ita 
master. 


Mr.  Burke  did  not  want  it.  he  requeated  hi 
from  his  Hying  hand,  "  «/ p/gnsu  anu'eiit^r." 
lesby's  name  was  the  subject  of  one  of  Mr 
puns.  There  was,  cntemporary  with  him  In 
quack  who  qMvA  himself  Doctor  Rock  One 
called  Brucklesbv  Doctor  Rock,  and  on  hi 
ofllence  at  this  dlwrepulahle  anpelUtion  Burl 
prove  algebraically  that  Rock  was  hia  ortx 
••  Brock  -  6  =  /^««i^.••or  "  Brock  tett  b.  m£t^ 
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[«MIi&  PiOZZV  TO  JOHNSON. 

"  Mr  D£Ati  St  A,  —  Till'  i5nc1i>seij  Is  a  cLrcular 
letter,  which  I  hnvr  wnt  to  all  the  gumrdians ;  but 
out  frienil^hip  dt^mandB  ftomevhat  more:  it  re« 
quim  that  I  &hdu]d  beg  your  pjirdon  for  eonei^At- 
Ing  rrom  jQ\i  A  connexion  which  you  mu<[t  have 
bwd  of  by  many,  but  I  suppoai?  never  believed. 
Inde«d.  my  doar  Sir,  it  wm»  concctUed  only  Lo  save 
lit  both  nmllf^s  )t:ii».  I  could  not  havi-  Ijornc  to 
reject  tbit  ciiuns^'l  It  wDuld  have  kilkd  mc  to  take, 
mad  I  only  tdl  it  van  tXQw  l^Kim^  all  U  irrevocably 
•HtJtfd,  and  out  of  your  power  to  prevent.  I  will 
My,  howifveri,  tbaE  the  drt^ad  of  your  disopprobntion 
ha«  |i(ivcn  uit*  »£jin&  aiiKioua  moments^  and  though, 
perhaps  lam  bc^oini?  by  many  privations  the  most 
todtipiDnclent  woman  in  tbe  ntirhU  I  feci  u&  if  acting 
without  a  parifnt^t  con&ent  till  you  irrite  ktndly  to 
your  fill titful  servant,  H,  L.  P."'] 

—  LefUrt. 

He  endcaYoured  to  prcvf^nt  It,  but  In  Toiti, 

["JOHNSON  TO  MRS.  PIOZZL 

"  Lfflidod,  Jblf  9.  I7M. 

"  Dcika  MaraMi — What  you  have  done,  hQW" 
ever  t  may  Imnc'tit  it,  I  hare  no  pretence  to  resent, 
HA  it  ha»  not  bc^vn  mjuriugit  to  mi; ;  I  therefore 
breathe  out  one  »igb  nioru  of  tcndertie«9^  pvrliapf 
tiftcli^t,  but  at  li'aAt  sincere. 

**  t  wUh  that  God  may  grant  you  every  blifssingT 
that  you  may  be  hajipy  in  this  world  for  its  fhort 
continual nce;^  and  fltrnally  happy  in  a  l»etter  Sl«te; 
and  whatever  J  can  contribute  to  your  happiness  I 
am  tviy  rimdy  to  r^ pay,  fur  that  kindm^ai  which 
■ootbed  twenty  years  t»f  a  life  radtc&lly  wretched, 

"  Do  jiDt  think  slightly  of  the  adviee  which  I 
DOW  pre&ume  to  o&hr^  Prevail  upon  M.  I'iozii  to 
settle  ia  England :  you  may  live  here  with  more 
il%nity  titan  in  Italy,  and  with  more  tecurity  : 
your  rank  will  be  higher,  And  your  fortune  more 
under  your  own  eye.  I  de^sirc  not  to  detail  all  my 
reasons^  bul  evt«ry  argument  of  prudence  and  in- 
(erett  ii  for  England,  and  only  mme  phantoms  qf 
iiaAginAtlon  acdu»  you  to  Italy. 

**  I  am  afraidr  liowever,  that  my  connBel  w  ¥ain  j 
yet  I  have  eawd  my  ht'ari  by  giving  it, 

**  Whefi  Queen  Mary  took  the  resolution  of 
sheUcrin;!^  heraelf  in  England,  the  Archbi%liOfi  of 
St,  Andrew's,  attempting  to  dis&uade  her,  ni tended 
on  her  journey  ;  and  when  they  came  to  tiie  irre> 
Eoeftlde  stream  that  separated  the  two  kingdoms, 
^■ralked  by  her  side  into  the  wati^r^  in  iJie  middle 
of  whieii  Ue  seized  her  bridle,  and  with  enrnestnewi 
proportioned  to  her  danger  and  his  own  aifection 
presMfd  hur  to  rut  urn.  The  queen  went  forward, 
If  the  pamllul  reoch^  tJitiit  far,  imiy  it  go  no  farther. 
The  tcant  stand  in  my  *yes. 

**  I  arn  giiing  into  Derby sh ire.  ftnd  hope  to  be 
liitlaweil  by  your  good  wi^hei,  for  I  am,  with  great 
»nVctian,  your,  ifcc,  Sam,  Joni«xoN. 


i  lu  Lhc  tsilr't  owti  fiuhltchtlnn  nf  the  corre«pcind0iic<i>,  thti 
Icon-  ll  fflvtm  «■  r^m  Mri.  PAnxi,  »nd  It  piftt^d  *ith  the 
leiiJal  of  tiCT  lirv  n«die  ;  Dr.  Jfthnion^i  aniwer  ):■  altt^ 
■liirniril  w  Mr^*-  fi^x^i,  aad  lioth  thv  iHteti  Allude  to 
tlw  inalf  r  u  put  ^  hm  u  **  irttte4*'  hi«  a»  **difi%t  ;  "*  vH 
It  vppfAn  li]f  (h<o  p«i|fli)tciJ  ptitrtiCJtkint  af  the  da^,  ilul 
tb4  m.tirri;i|r('  did  nu|  lake  pXxo  iiatil  tlino  aAtli  Jv/y,  m\A 
MvtAitti!  D'Aflila^  d.iE<a  It  "  «l  the  fiHl  qf  Jutg.^*     {  %%n^<m 


**  Any  letletm  that  come  Ibr  me  hither  will  be 
sent  me."] 

If  she  would  publish  tbc  whole  of  the  cor^ 
reflpond€»c«  tiiat  paiiHtHl  Iwtweeu  Dr.  Johns*>ii 
aad  hor  on  tlie  subject,  we  should  have  a  full 
vftiw  of  bJ9  T^  HcntlmcnLA.  Ad  it  is,  our 
judgment  muft  be  bia««»tl  by  that  cburati- 
temtic  epcciiutfu  which  Sir  Jobn  Hawklus  bnj 
given,  ma.^ 

[»  About  the  middle  of  I7S4,  he  wtsto  ip]icar- 
ance,  ro  well,  that  both  himK<lf  and  biji  friends 
hoped  that  be  hod  some  yean  to  live.  He  Jiad 
rccovL-red  from  the  pafalyiie  stroke  of  the  loat  year 
to  siuch  a  degree,  that,  saving  a  little  dlflieulty  in 
bi.'i  artleulationr  he  had  no  reimains  of  it ;  he  bad 
aUo  undergone  a  slight  fit  of  tlie  goutn.  and  Con- 
quered an  oppreaaJon  on  liui  lungg,  so a«  to  be  ablcn,  as 
himjtelf  told  me,  to  rut*  up  the  whole  slalreaw  of  the 
Hoyai  Aeadeniy,  on  the  day  of  the  annual  dintier 
there.  In  ^ori^  to  such  a  de^^ree^  of  healrb  was  he 
re^toredf  that  be  forgot  all  ]its  euinplalnts :  he  rei* 
aumed  sitting  \o  Opie  for  his  picture,  which  had 
been  begun  the  year  before,  but,  I  believe,  was 
never  finished,  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  the 
huuseof  a  friend  at  A^boume  fn  Derbyshire,  pro- 
posing to  stay  there  till  toward*  the  end  of  the 
BU turner,  and,  in  his  return,  to  visit  Mn.  Porter, 
hU  daughtcr-Ln^law,  and  others  of  bis  friends^  at 
Lichfield. 

"  A  few  weeks  before  hi*  setting  out,  he  was 
made  unea.^y  by  a  report  that  the  widow  of  his 
friend  Mr.  'llirale  was  about  to  dispow  of  herself 
in  marriige  to  jl  foreigner,  a  stager  by  profe»ion, 
and  with  blm  to  quit  the  kingdom.  Upon  this 
occasion,  he  took  the  alarm,  and  to  prevent  a 
degradation  of  herself,  and,  what  as  estecutor  of  her 
husband  wn.*  more  his  eoneem,  the  desertion  of  her 
children,  wrote  to  her,  she  then  being  at  Bath, 
a  letter,  of  which  the  following  spurious  cnpy  was 
inserted  in  the  Ge>tiitt»aTtt  Maffoxin^  for  Dvceni' 
ber,  1784:— 

'^  Madam,— If  you  are  already  ignominiously 
married,  you  are  lost  beyond  all  redemption  ;  —  if 
yoD  are  not,  permit  me  one  hour*a  conversation,  la 
convince  you  that  liucb  a  marriage  mint  not  take 
place.  If,  afler  a  whole  hour's  reasoning,  you 
should  not  be  convinced,  you  will  still  be  at  liberty 
to  aiot  as  you  think  proper.  I  have  been  ex- 
tremely  tU,  SJiid  am  still  ill ;  but  if  you  grant  toe 
the  Dudivnee  1  ask,  1  will  itistantly  take  a  post- 
chaise  and  attend  you  at  Bath.  Pray  do  not  refuse 
this  favour  to  a  man  who  hath  so  many  years  loved 
and  honoured  you," 

"  That  this  letter  is  spurious,  as  to  the  Ungnag?, 
I  have  JohnMin's  own  authority  for  raying  •,  but,  in 
Inspect  of  the  sentiments  he  avowed  it,  in  a  deela* 
ration  to  me,  that  lUit  a  sentenee  of  it  woa  his,  bul 
yet  that  It  was  an  ftduitUtrttthn  of  one  thot  be  wmte 
upon  the  occasion,      !t  may  therefore  be  suspected. 


nrri:  how  to  sccouat  for  iJiU  but  hf  tupfHrninw  that  Mn, 
Piaiii,  ti}  anftlA  Juhovm'i  impartuatlicSi  wubpd  him  to  ud> 

Anv  reader  who  ii  curbut  nhnutlttia  mlmnM9  mfMolUaHiv 
will  And  it  mod  achcnoniauflj  dlK-uiifd  Ln  BarcttJ'iJ^rfcv 
tufr'A  In  tti«  Etimp^an  Ilatfaiiiw  for  ITwi.  —  Ciombs. 

^  Uotwrll  bad  ciTm  tnUt  the  laat  tenUncm  of  tb*  roUnwbif 
e^tri^ct,    I  give  the  wbolf  ]iai,MME«.  — >  Cbouli^ 
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that  some  one  who  had  heard  him  repeat  the  con- 
tents of  the  letter  had  given  it  to  the  public  in  the 
form  in  which  it  appeared. 

"What  answer  was  returned  to  his  friendly 
monition  I  know  not,  but  it  seems  that  it  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  letter '  of  greater  length,  written,  as  it 
afterwards  appeared,  too  late  to  do  any  good,  in 
which  he  expressed  an  opinion,  that  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  addressed  had  forfeited  her  fame. 
The  answer  to  this  I  have  seen  :  it  is  written  from 
Bath,  and  contains  an  indignant  vindication  as  well 
of  her  conduct  as  her  fame,  an  inhibition  of  Johnson 
from  following  her  to  Bath,  and  a  farewell,  con- 
cluding —  *  Till  you  have  changed  your  opinion  of 
[Piozzi]  let  us  converse  no  more.* 

••  From  the  style  of  the  letter,  a  conclusion  was 
to  be  drawn  that  baffled  all  the  powers  of  reasoning 
and  persuasion : 

**  One  argument  she  summM  up  all  in. 
The  tiling  was  done  and  past  recalling;  **' 

which  being  the  case,  he  contented  himself  with 
reflecting  on  what  he  had  done  to  prevent  that 
which  he  thought  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that 
could  befall  the  progeny  of  his  friend,  the  alienation 
of  the  affections  of  their  mother.  He  looked  upon 
the  desertion  of  children  by  their  parents  and  the 
withdrawing  from  them  that  protection,  that  mental 
nutriment,  which,  in  their  youth,  they  are  capable 
of  receiving,  the  exposing  them  to  the  snares  and 
temptations  of  the  world,  and  the  solicitations 
and  deceits  of  the  artful  and  designing,  as  most 
unnatural ;  and  in  a  letter  on  the  subject  to  me, 
written  from  Ashbourne,  thus  delivered  his  senti- 
ments:] 

"  •  Poor  Thrale !  I  thought  that  either  her 
virtue  or  her  vice,'  (meaning,  as  I  understood,  by 
the  former,  the  love  of  her  children,  and  by  the 
latter,  her  pride,)  '  would  have  restrained  her  from 
such  a  marriage.  She  is  now  become  a  subject  for 
her  enemies  to  exult  over,  and  for  her  friends,  if  she 
has  any  left,  to  forget  or  pity.'  " 

It  must  be  admitted  that  Johnson  derived 
a  considerable  portion  of  happiness  from  the 
comforts  and  elegancies  which  he  enjoyed  in 
Mr.  Thrale's  fainuy ;  but  Mrs.  Thrale  assures 
us  he  was  indebted  for  these  to  her  husband 
alone,  who  certainly  respected  him  sincerely. 
Iler  words  arc,  **  Veneration  for  his  virtue^  re- 
verence for  his  talents^  delight  in  his  conversa- 
tion^ and  habitual  endurance  of  a  yoke  my 
husband  first  put  upon  me,  and  of  which  he 
contentedly  bore  his  share  for  sixteen  or  seven- 
teen years^  made  me  go  on  so  long  with  Mr. 
Johnson  ;  hut  the  perpetmd  confinement  I  will 
own  to  have  been  terrifying  in  the  first  years  of 


our  friendship^  and  irkBome  in  the  last 
could  I  pretend  to  support  it  witkoat  help, 
my  coculjutor  uxu  no  merer  Alas!  h<y 
fcrent  is  this  from  the  declarations  wb 
have  heard  Mrs.  Thrale  make  in  his  lift 
without  a  single  murmur  a^inst  any 
'  liarities,  or  a^nst  any  one  circumstance  y 
attended  their  intimacy  ! 

Asa  sincere  friend  of  the  greal  man  \ 
life  I  am  writing,  I  think  it  necessary  to  j 
my  readers  against  the  mistaken  notion  c 
Johnson's  character,  which  this  Lady's  **j 
dotes"  of  him  8us«*st ;  for,  from  the 
nature  and  form  of  her  book,  **  it  lends  H 
tion  lighter  wings  to  fly." 

"Let  it  be  remembered,"  say^  an  eminent  « 
"  that  she  has  comprised  in  a  sniall  volume  si 
she  could  recollect  of  r>r.  Johnscm  in  twet^ 
during  which  period,  doubtless,  some  seveie  I 
were  said  by  him :  and  they  who  read  the  be 
tuH>  hours  naturally  enough  suppose  that  bb 
conversation  was  of  this  complexion.  But  tli 
is,  I  have  been  oflen  in  his  company,  and 
nnce  heard  him  say  a  severe  thing  to  any  ooe 
many  others  can  attest  the  same,  \llieo  b 
say  a  severe  thing,  it  was  generally  ezforti 
ignorance  pretending  to  knowledge,  or  by  en 
vanity  or  affectation. 

"  Two  instances  of  inaccuracy /*  adds  be. 
peculiarly  worthy  of  notice. 

**  It  is  said,  *  that  natural  mmphness  of  kit  m 
to  often  mentioned  woutd^  ndvitlUtanding  tkt 
larity  of  hit  notiont^  hurst  trough  them  oB/im 
to  time;  and  he  once  bade  a  very  eelehr^kd 
[ffannah  More],  who  praised  Aim  with  too  smc 
perhaps,  or  perhapt  too  stnmp  €tn  etmpkant  f 
always  ojffended  him  J,  contider  what  her  fidBtet^ 
worth  before  she  choked  him  with  ii,* 

«*  Now  let  the  genuine  anecdote  be  contrasted 
this.  —  The  person  thus  represented  as  1 
harshly  treated,  though  a  very  celebrated  ladi 
then  just  come  to  London  from  an  obscure  siii 
in  the  country.  At  Sir  Joshua  Reynokbi 
evening,  she  met  Dr.  Johnson.  She  vnj 
began  to  pay  her  court  to  htm  in  the  most  fnl 
strain.  'Spare  me,  I  beseech  you,  dear  Ma 
was  his  reply.  She  still  laid  it  on.  «  Prar,  Ma 
let  us  have  no  more  of  this,'  he  rejoined, 
paying  any  attention  to  these  warnings,  she 
tinued  still  her  eulogy.  At  length,  provoked  b 
indolicste  and  vain  obtrusion  of  compliincn 
exclaimed,  »  Dearest  Lady,  consider  with  to 
what  your  flattery  is  worth,  before  you  baton 
freely.' 

"How  different  does  this  story  appear, 
accompanied  with  all  those   circumstances  \ 


t  It  apprsrs  as  If  Hawk  Inn  (who  had  not  had  theadvantaKe 
of  eeciuK  the  correspondence  published  br  Mrs.  Piozzi) 
had  made  some  confusiuu  about  these  letters.  It  is 
clear  that  the  first  of  the  series  must  have  been,  not  John- 
B4m'8  remonstrance,  but  her  announcement,  dated  Bath, 
June  30.,  which  we  have  Just  seen.  To  that  Johnson  may 
have  replied  hv  the  letter,  the  contents  of  which  are  adum- 
brated \n  the  iienUeman'i  htanazhie.  To  this  she  proba- 
bly rejoined  by  the  letter  which  Hawkins  says  that  he  saw, 
to  which  Johnson's  of  the  8th  of  July,  given  aliOTe,  may 
have  been  the  reply.  Hawkins  thinks  that  there  were  three 
letters  from  Dr.  Johnson,  whereas  it  teems  probable  that 
there  were  but  two,  of  which  one  ouly  Is  preserved.  — 
Croker. 


'  Who  has  been  pleased  to  fbrntsh  me  with  kla  umi 

BOSWKLL.  ^*  "^ 

This  ••  critic  "  is  no  doubt  Mr.  MaIon»    «hM»  IM. 
on  Mrs.  Piozzi's  "  Anecdotes  -  ~iSi?»*r  •»•<»«  «»i 


critichms.  Several  of  his  similar  anlaiad?er£^kl£ 
already  noticed,  with  my  reasons  Ibr  dl&riM^<^ 
from  both  Boswell  and  Malone  In  th^MS,^ 
Ploiii's  work.  Mr.  Mnlone's  notes  Wm  omSSS 
me  by  Mr.  Markiand,  who  purdiased  kh*  --t^-^" 


of  the  library  of  the  late  Jaa 
CaoKBR 
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really  belong  to  it,  but  which  Mrs.  Thrtle  either 
did  not  know,  or  has  suppressed  ! 

**  She  saySf  in  another  place, '  One  gentiemttn^  Aokt- 
ron*,  who  dined  at  a  noUeman't  kom$e  in  kit  company, 
and  that  of  Mr.  ThraU^  to  wham  I  wat  obHged  for 
tht  anecdote,  wa$  wiUinp  to  enter  the  UttM  in  defence  of 
King  YTiUiam^e  character ;  and  having  opposed  tuui 
contradicted  Johnnon  two  or  three  times,  petmlantlg 
enough,  the  matter  of  the  house  began  to  feci  uneasy^ 
and  expect  disagreeable  consequences ;  to  avoid  which 
he  said,  loud  enough  for  the  doctor  to  hear,  *  Our 
friend  has  no  meaning  now  in  all  this,  except  just  to 
rdate  at  club  to-morrow  how  he  teased  Johnton  at 
dinner  tO'dag ;  this  is  all  to  do  himself  honour.*  — 
*  No,  ufwn  my  word,*  replied  the  otKnr,  *  I  see  no 
honour  in  it,  whatever  you  may  do.* —  *  WeQ,  Sir,* 
returned  Mr.  Johnson  sternly,  '  if  you  do  not  set  the 
honour,  I  am  sure  1  feel  the  disgrace.* 

**  This  is  all  sophisticated.  Mr.  Thrale  was  not 
in  the  company,  though  he  might  have  related  the 
story  to  Mrs.  Thrale.  A  friend,  from  whom  I  had 
the  story,  was  present ;  and  it  was  not  at  the  houw 
of  a  nobleman.  On  the  obsenration  being  made  by 
the  master  of  the  house  on  a  gentleman's  contra- 
dicting Johnson,  that  he  had  talked  for  the  honour, 
&c.,  the  gentleman  muttered  in  a  low  voice,  *  I  see 
no  honour  in  it ;'  and  Dr.  Johnson  said  nothing  •■ 
so  all  the  rest  (though  bien  trouve)  is  mere  garnish.** 

I  have  had  occasion  several  times,  in  the 
course  of  this  work,  to  point  out  the  incorrect- 
ness of  Mrs.  Thrale  as  to  particulars  which 
consisted  with  my  own  knowledge.  But  in- 
deed she  has,  in  flippant  terms  enough,  ex- 
pressed her  disapprooation  of  that  anxious 
desire  of  authenticity  which  prompts  a  person 
who  is  to  record  conversations  to  write  them 
down  at  the  moment.  Unnuestionably,  if  they 
are  to  be  reconle(i  at  all,  tne  sooner  it  is  done 
the  better.     This  lady  herself  says, 

**  To  recollect,  however,  and  to  repeat  the  sayings 
of  Dr.  Johnson,  is  almost  all  that  can  be  done  by 
the  writers  of  his  life  ;  as  his  life,  at  least  since  my 
acquaintance  with  him,  consisted  in  little  else  than 
talking,  when  he  was  not  employed  in  some  serious 
piece  of  work." 

She  boasts  of  her  having  kept  a  common-  | 
place  book ;   and  we  find  she  noted,  at  one  , 
time  or  other,  in  a  very  livelv  manner,  speci-  | 
mens  of  the  conversation  of  Dr.  Johnson,  and  | 
of  those  who  talked  with  him ;  but  had  she 
done  it  recently,  they  probably  would  have 
been  less  erroneous,  and  we  should  have  been  | 
relieved    from   those   disagreeable   doubts   of 
their  authenticity  with  which  we   must  now 
pursue  them. 

She  says  of  him,  — 


1  Mrs.  Piofil  majr  have  been  ligfit  or  wronfr  as  to  the 
degree  in  which  Dr.  Johnion**  indolence  operated  on  thoM 
oecaiions  ;  but  at  least  the  was  tiocere,  for  the  did  not  con- 
ee«l  from  .fohnton  himte(f  th9i  she  tbouffht  him  neglifent  in 
doing  nnall  faToori :  and  Mr.  Boswell's  own  wora  affordt 
•everal  IntUncea  io  which  Johnson  eahit»it«  and  avowa  the 
cootradictions  in  hit  character  which  are  here  imputed  to 
Mrs.  Piosxl  ai  toUl  mikrepresentatioos.  The  truth  teems 
to  be  that  to  all  the  little  Idle  matters  about  which  Mrt. 
Pfoisi  teased  him,  probably  too  often,  he  wat  werj  indifferent ; 
and  she  detcritwt  dim  at  the  found  him.  -.Caoata. 


**  He  was  the  most  charitable  of  mortals,  without 
being  what  we  call  an  active  friend.  Admirable  at 
giving  counsel,  no  man  saw  his  way  so  clearly :  but 
he  would  not  stir  a  fin^  for  the  assistance  of  those 
to  whom  he  was  wilhng  enough  to  give  advice. 
And  again,  on  the  same  page,  *  If  you  wanted  a 
slight  fkvour,  you  must  apply  to  people  of  other 
dispositions;  fur  not  a  step  would  Johnson  move  to 
obtain  a  man  a  vote  in  a  society,  to  repay  a  com- 
pliment which  might  be  useful  or  pleasing,  to  write 
a  letter  of  request,  &c.,  or  to  obtain  a  hundred 
pounds  a  year  more  for  a  friend  who  perhaps  had 
already  two  or  three.  No  force  could  urge  him  to 
diligence,  no  importunity  could  conquer  his  reso- 
lution to  stand  still.** 

It  is  amazing  that  one  who  had  such  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  Dr.  Johnson  should  appear 
so  little  acquainted  with  his  real  character.  I 
am  sorry  this  lady  does  not  advert,  that  she 
herself  contradicts  the  assertion  of  his  being 
obstinately  defective  in  the  petiiet  morales^  in 
the  little  endearing  charities  of  social  life  in 
conferring  smaller  favours ;  for  she  says, 

**  Dr.  Johnson  was  liberal  enough  in  granting 
literary  assistance  to  others,  I  think  ;  and  innume- 
rable are  the  prefaces,  sermons,  lectures,  and  dedi- 
cations which  he  used  to  make  for  people  who 
begged  of  him.** 

I  am  certain  that  a  more  active  friend  has 
rarely  been  found  in  any  age.  This  work, 
which  I  fondly  hope  will  rescue  his  memory  from 
obloquy,  contains  a  thousand  instances  of  his 
benevolent  exertions  in  almost  everjr  way  that 
can  be  conceived ;  and  particularly  m  employ- 
ing his  pen  with  a  generous  readiness  for  those 
to  whom  its  aid  could  be  useful.  Indeed  his 
obliging  activity  in  doing  little  offices  of  kind- 
ness, both  by  letters  and  personal  application, 
was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  features  in 
his  character ;  and  for  the  truth  of  this  I  can 
appeal  to  a  number  of  his  respectable  friends  : 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Ha- 
milton, Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Windham,  Air.  Malone, 
the  Bishop  of  Dromore,  Sir  William  Scott, 
Sir  Robert  Chambers.  And  can  Mrs.  Thrale 
forget  the  advertisements  which  he  wrote  for 
her  husband  at  the  time  of  his  election  contest; 
the  epitaphs  on  him  and  her  mother ;  the 
playful  and  even  trifling  verses  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  her  and  her  daughters,  his  correspond- 
ing with  her  children,  and  entering  into  their 
nnnute  concerns,  which  shows  him  m  the  most 
amiable  light  ? ' 

She  relates  — 

"  That  Mr.  Cholmondeley  •  unexpectedly  rode 
up  to  Mr.  Thrale's  carriage,  in  which  Mr.  Thrale, 


*  George  Jamet  Cholmooddey.  Rtq.,  grandton  of  George, 
third  Earl  of  Cholmondeley,  and  one  of  the  rommintioner*  of 
excise ;  a  gentleman  retpected  for  hit  abilitiet  and  elegnnce 
of  mannert.  —  Boswkll.  He  was  the  ton  of  the  Mrt.  Chol- 
moiidelej  [p.  349.  n.  3.J  to  often  mentioned.  Wlien  I  tpolie 
to  him  a  few  jeart  tiefore  hit  death  upon  tblt  point.  I  found 
liim  very  tore  at  being  made  the  topic  of  inch  a  debate,  and 
very  unwilling  to  rememl>er  any  thing  about  eitlter  the  offence 
or  the  apology.   He  died  in  Fet  -  -    — 

1S47. 


'eb.  IB3I.  Slat.  79.  —  Cbokkk, 
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and  she,  and  Dr.  Johnson  were  travelling ;  that  he 
paid  them  all  his  proper  compliments ;  but  observ- 
ing that  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  reading,  did  not 
see  him,  <  tapped  him  gently  on  the  shoulder.' 
•'Tis    Mr.     Cbolmondeley,'     says    my    husband. 

*  Well,  Sir  —  and  what  if  it  is  Mr.  Cholmondeley?* 
says  the  other,  sternly,  just  lifting  his  eyes  a 
moment  from  his  book,  and  returning  to  it  again 
with  renewed  avidity." 

This  surely  conveys  a  notion  of  Jolinson,  as 
if  he  bad  been  grossly  rude  to  Mr.  Chol- 
mondeley, a  gentleman  whom  he  always  loved 
and  esteemed.  If,  therefore,  there  was  an 
absolute  necessity  for  mentioning  the  story 
at  all,  it  might  have  been  thought  that  her 
tenderness  for  Dr.  Johnson's  character  would 
have  disposed  her  to  state  any  thing  that  could 
soften  it.  Why  then  is  there  a  totiil  silence  as 
to  what  Mr.  Cholmondeley  told  her  ?  —  that 
Johnson,  who  had  known  him  from  his  earliest 
years,  having  been  made  sensible  of  what  had 
doubtless  a  strange  appearance,  took  occasion, 
when  he  afterwards  met  him,  to  make  a  very 
courteous  and  kind  apology.  There  is  another 
little  circumstance  which  1  cannot  but  remark. 
Her  book  was  published  in  1785  ;  she  had 
then  in  her  possession  a  letter  from  Dr.  John- 
son, dated  in  1777,  which  begins  thus:  "Chol- 
mondeley*s  story  shocks  me,  if  it  be  true, 
which  I  can  hardly  think,  for  I  am  utterly 
unconscious  of  it :  I  am  very  sorry,  and  very 
much  ashamed."  Why  then  publish  the  anec- 
dote ?  Or,  if  she  did,  why  not  add  the  cir- 
cumstances, with  which  she  was  well  ac- 
quainted ? 
^  In  his  social  intercourse  she  thus  describes 
him:  — 

"  Ever  musing  till  he  was  called  out  to  converse, 
and  conversing  till  the  fatigue  of  his  friends,  or  the 
promptitude  of  his  own  temper  to  take  offence, 
consigned  him  back  again  to  silent  meditation." 

Yet  in  the  same  book  she  tells  us,^ 

**  He  was,  however,  seldom  inclined  to  be  silent 
when  any  moral  or  literary  question  was  started ; 
and  it  was  on  such  occasions  that,  like  the  sage  in 

*  llasselas,'  he  spoke,  and  attention  watched  his 
lips ;  he  reasoned,  and  conviction  closed  his 
periods." 

His  conversation,  indeed,  was  so  far  from 
e\er  fatiguing  his  friends,  that  they  regretted 
when  it  was  interrupted  or  ceased,  and  could 
exclaim  in  Milton^s  language. 


>  Baretti's  evidence  i»  worth  nothitig  against  Mrs.  Piozzi. 
—  Croker. 

a  Upon  mentioning  this  to  my  friend  Mr,  Wilkes,  he,  with 
his  iifual  readiness,  plcanantly  matched  it  with  the  following 
tetUimmtal  anecdote.  He  was  invited  br  a  young  man  uf 
fashion  at  Paris  to  sup  with  him  and  a  lady,  who  had  been 
for  some  time  his  mistress,  but  with  whom  he  was  going  to 
part.  He  said  to  Mr.  Wilkes  that  he  really  felt  very  much 
for  her.  she  was  in  such  distress,  and  that  he  meant  to  make 
her  a  present  of  two  hundred  louis-d'ors.  Mr.  Wilkes  ob. 
served  the  Itehaviour  of  mademoiselle,  who  sighed,  indeed, 
very  piteouslv,  and  assumed  every  pathetic  air  of  grief,  but 
ate  no  leas  than  three  French  pigeons,  which  are  as  large 
as  Knglish  partridges,  besides  other  things.  Mr.  Wilkes 
whispered  the  gentleman,  "  We  often  say  Id  England,  cx- 


**  With  thee  conversing,  I  forget  all  time. 

I  certainly,  then,  do  not  claim  too  muc 
behalf  of  my  illustrious  friend  in  saying, 
however  smart  and  entertaining^  Mrs.  Thr 
"Anecdotes"  are,  they  must  not  be  hel 
good  evidence  against  him ;  for  wherevei 
instance  of  harshness  and  severity  is  td 
beg  leave  to  doubt  its  perfect  authentidtj 
though  there  may  have  been  some  foundi 
for  it,  yet,  like  that  of  his  reproof  to  the  ** 
celebrated  lady,"  it  may  be  so  exhibite 
the  narration  as  to  be  very  unlike  the 
fact. 

The  evident  tendency  of  the  following  i 
dote  is  to  represent  Dr.  Johnson  as  extrei 
deficient  in  affection,  tendemcsss,  or  even  < 
mon  civility. 

'*  When  I  one  day  lamented  the  loss  of  i 
cousin  killed  in  America,  —  Prithee,  my  dear 
he),  have  done  with  canting  ;  how  would  the  « 
be  the  worse  for  it,  I  may  ask,  if  all  your  ndai 
were  at  once  spitted  like  larka,  and  roastec 
Presto's  supper? —  Presto  was  the  dog  tfatt 
under  the  table  while  we  talked.'* 


I  suspect  this  too  of  exag^geration  and 
tortion.  I  allow  that  he  made  her  an  ai 
speech ;  but  let  the  circumstances  fairly  apf 
as  told  by  Mr.  Baretti  \  who  was  present : 

"  Mrs.  Thrale,  while  supping  very  heartily  i 
larks,  laid  down  her  knife  and  fork,  and  abrc 
exclaimed, '  O,  my  dear  Johnson  I  do  yoa  know ' 
has  happened  ?  The  last  letters  from  abroad 
brought  us  an  account  that  our  poor  cousin's 
was  taken  off  by  a  cannon-ball.*  Johiuoo. 
was  shocked  both  at  the  £aict  and  her  light  unfe 
mannerofmentioning  it,  replied,  *  Madam,  it  v 
give  you  very  little  concern  if  all  your  rela 
were  spitted  like  those  larks,  and  dre&aed 
IVesto's  supper.' "  • 

It  is  with  concern  that  I  find  mvself  obi 
to  animadvert  on  the  inaccuracies  of  ] 
Piozzi's  "  Anecdotes,*'  and  perhaps  I  ma; 
thought  to  have  dwelt  too  long  upon  her  1 
collection.  But  as  from  Johnson's  long 
sidence  under  Mr.  Thrale's  roof,  and 
intimacy  with  her,  the  account  which  she 
given  of  him  may  have  made  an  unfavour 
and  unjust  impression,  my  duty,  as  a  fait 
biographer,  has  obliged  mc  reluctantly  to  ^ 
form  tnis  unpleasing  task.^ 


cetsive  sorrow  is  exceeding  dry,  but  I  ncrer  heard  em 
sorrow  is  exceeding  hungry.  Perhapa  one  hundred  wUI 
The  gentleman  took  the  hint.  —  Bosvf  klu 

9  Instead  of  answering  seriatim  (as  |  had  don*  in  wn 
edition)  BoswellB  objections  lo  Mrs.  Piosil^^Drrfrt 
will  here  finally  sUte  mj  opinion  that,  although  aftei 
deplorahie  marriage,  she  had  lost  much  of  her  rwn 
and  all  her  affection  for  her  guide,  philosopher,  and  fr 
and  was  therefore  disposed  to  give  a  har^  unlkviMii 
colour  to  his  character,  and  though  her  reoorta  an  i 
bline.  flippant,  and  often  Inaccurate  In  exDrcsaioM 
dotaJU.  they  are  never,  1  believe,  intcvtiooallv  nor 
•tantially  untrue,  nor  at  all  liable  to  the  «mit-iiJ._  ;_ 
tlons  that  Boswell  and  Malone  oiake  mnta^&J^  _S 
aaa,  1847.  ■■«iik  caea.^ 
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Prtyected  Tour  to  Italy.  —  ReynaldM.  —  Thurlow,  — 
Rev.  Mr.  liagshaw.  —  Excnrnon  to  Stujffurdshire 
and  Derbyshire.  —  Correspoudenee.  —  Air  Bal- 
loon*  lAXst    Visit  to   Lichfield.  —  UUoxeter.  — 

The    Learned   Pig.  —  Last    Visit  to    Oxford 

Return  to  Lontlon.  —  Ancient  Universal  History. 
—  Imitations  of  Johnson's  Style. 

Havisq  left  the  pimu  negotiation^  as  I  called 
it,  in  the  best  hands,  I  shall  here  insert  what 
relates  to  it.  Johnson  wrote  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  on  July  6.  as  follows :  — 

•*  1  am  going,  I  liope,  in  a  few  days,  to  try  the 
air  of  Derbyshire,  but  hope  to  see  you  before  I  go. 
Let  me,  however,  mention  to  you  what  I  have 
much  at  heart.  If  the  Chancellor  should  continue 
his  attention  to  Mr.  BoswelPs  request,  and  confer 
with  you  on  the  means  of  relieving  my  languid 
stite,  I  am  very  desirous  to  avoid  the  appearance 
of  asking  money  upon  false  pretences.  1  desire  you 
to  represent  to  his  lordship,  what,  as  soon  as  it  is 
suggested,  he  will  perceive  to  be  reasonable,  — 
that,  if  I  grow  much  worse,  I  shall  be  afraid  to 
leave  my  physicians,  to  suffer  the  inconveniences  of 
travel,  and  pine  in  the  solitude  of  a  foreign  coun- 
try ;  —  that,  if  I  grow  much  better,  of  which 
indeed  there  is  now  little  appearance,  I  shall  not 
wish  to  leave  my  friends  and  my  domestic  comforts, 
for  1  do  not  travel  for  pleasure  or  curiosity ;  yet  if 
I  should  recover,  curiosity  would  revive.  In  my 
present  state  I  am  desirous  to  make  a  struggle  for  a 
little  longer  lire,  and  hope  to  obtain  some  help 
from  a  softer  climate.      Do  for  me  what  you  can.** 

He  wrote  to  me  July  26. :  — 

**  I  wish  your  affairs  could  have  permitted  a 
longer  and  continued  exertion  of  your  zeal  and 
kindness.  They  that  have  your  kindness  may  want 
your  ardour.  In  the  meantime  1  am  very  feeble 
and  very  dejected." 

By  a  letter  from  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  I  was 
informed  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  called 
on  him,  and  acquainted  him  that  the  appli- 
cation had  not  been  successful ;  but  that  his 
lordship,  after  speaking  highly  in  praise  of 
Johnson,  as  a  man  who  was  an  honour  to  his 
country,  desured  Sir  Joshua  to  let  him  know, 
that  on  p-anting  a  mortgage  *  of  his  pension, 
he  should  draw  on  his  lordship  to  the  amount 
of  five  or   six  hundred  founds,  and  that  his 


t  "  Tltis  oflfbr  ha*  in  the  flrtt  view  of  It  the  appcamtce 
rather  of  •  commercial  thMi  a  gratiiitoui  traotactlnn  ;  but 
Sir  Joshua  clearlv  undentood  at  the  makioi;  It  that  I^rd 
Thurlow  dctignedljr  put  it  in  that  forni.  lie  waa  fearful  that 
JohnMii's  hi^h  npirit  would  induce  him  to  reject  it  as  a 
duoation,  but  thought  th  tt  in  the  way  of  loan  it  might  tie 
accrptfd."  —  Hatrkhu's  L(fe,  p.  »71.  —  CaoKKR. 

>  Sir  Jotliua  Ke)noldk,  on  account  of  the  excellence  both 
of  the  •entiment  a:id  expreation  of  this  letter,  took  a  copy  of 
It,  which  be  nhowrd  to  tome  of  his  friend* :  one  of  whom 
[t.ad0  Lucan,  (I  it  said.  —  C  ].  who  admired  it,  being 
allowed  to  pcrutc  it  leinurely  at  home,  a  c«>py  wag  made, 
and  found  iu  way  into  the  nawtpapen  and  magaxinet.  It 
waa  transcribed  with  »ome  inaccuraciet.     I  print  it  nrom 


lordship  explained  the  meaning  of  the  mort- 
gage to  be,  that  he  wished  the  business  to  be 
conducted  in  such  a  manner,  that  Dr.  Johnson 
should  appear  to  be  under  the  least  )>o8sible 
obligation.  Sir  Joshua  mentioned  that  he  had 
by  tne  same  post  communicated  all  this  to  Dr. 
Johnson. 

How  Johnson  was  afTected  upon  the  occasion 
will  appear  from  what  he  wrote  to  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds :  — 

*'  Ashbourne,  Sept.  9. 

"  Many  words  I  hope  are  not  necessary  between 
you  and  me,  to  convince  you  what  gratitude  is 
excited  in  my  heart  by  the  Chancellor's  liberality, 
and  your  kind  offices.  I  have  enclosed  a  letter  to 
the  Chancellor,  which,  when  you  liave  read  it,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  seal  with  a  head,  or  any  other 
general  seal,  and  convey  it  to  him :  had  I  sent  it 
directly  to  him,  I  should  have  seemed  to  overlook 
the  favour  of  your  intervention.** 

TO  THE  LORD  HIGH   CHANCELLOR.' 

"  September,  1781. 
"Mr  Lord, —  After  along  and  not  inattentive 
observation  of  mankind,  the  generosity  of  your 
lordship's  offer  raises  in  me  not  less  wonder  than 
gratitude.  Bounty,  so  liberally  bestowed,  I  should 
gladly  receive,  if  my  condition  made  it  necessary  ; 
for,  to  such  a  mind,  who  would  not  be  proud  to 
own  his  obligations  ?  But  it  has  pleased  God  to 
restore  me  to  so  great  a  measure  of  health,  that  if 
I  should  now  appropriate  so  much  of  a  fortune 
destined  to  do  good,  I  could  not  escape  from  my- 
self  the  charge  of  advancing  a  false  claim.  Aly 
journey  to  the  Continent,  though  I  once  thought 
it  necessary,  was  never  much  encouraged  by 
my  physicians ;  and  1  was  very  desirous  that  your 
lordship  should  be  told  of  it  by  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds as  an  event  very  uncertain  ;  for  if  I  grew 
much  better,  I  should  not  be  willing,  if  much 
wonte,  not  able,  to  migrate.  Your  lordship  was 
first  solicited  without  my  knowledge ;  but,  when  I 
was  told  that  you  were  pleased  to  honour  me  with 
your  patronage,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  of  a 
refusal ;  yet,  as  I  have  had  no  long  time  to  brood 
hope,  and  have  not  rioted  in  imaginary  opulence, 
this  cold  reception  has  been  scarce  a  disappointment; 
and,  from  your  lordship's  kindness,  1  have  received 
a  benefit,  which  only  men  like  you  are  able  to 
bestow.  I  shall  now  live  tnihi  carior^  with  a  higher 
opinion  of  my  own  meriL  I  am,  my  Lord,  &c., 
Sau.  Johnson." 

Upon  this  unexpected  failure  I  abstain  from 
presuming  to  make  any  remarks,  or  to  offer 
any  conjectures.' 


the  original  draft  in  Johnion'a  own  handwriting.  —Boa- 

WUL. 

3  This  aflkir  soon  became  a  topic  of  converMtlon,  and  It 
waa  stated  that  the  cause  of  the  failure  was  Ute  r^futmt  ttftht 
Kmg  him*f{fi  but  from  the  following  letter  it  appears  that  the 
matter  u>at  nrprr  mnUkmed  to  his  Mt^sty  i  that,  aa  time 
pressed.  Lord  Thurlow  proposed  the  before-mcntloned  ar- 
rangement as  ftxaa  himself  •->  running  the  risk  of  obtaining 
the  King's  subsequent  approtMUitm  when  he  should  h^ve  an 
opportunity  of  mentioning  it  to  his  Maji'Sty.  This  alTords 
s<>me,  and  vet  not  a  tatisractnry,  explanation  of  the  device 
suggested  by  Ix»rd  Thurlow  of  Johnson's  giving  him  a 
mortgage  on  Mis  pnuiom.  But  it  ttill  seems  very  strange  that 
Boswell,  who  evidently  was  much  pained  at  the  idea  that  the 
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Having,  after  repeated  reasonings,  brought 
Dr.  Johnson  to  agree  to  my  removing  to 
London,  and  even  to  furnish  me  with  argu- 
ments in  lUvour  of  what  he  had  opposed;  I 
wrote  to  hira,  requesting  he  would  write  them 
for  rae.  He  was  so  good  as  to  comply,  and  I 
shall  extract  that  part  of  his  letter  to  me,  as  a 
proof  how  well  he  could  exhibit  a  cautious  yet 
encouraging  view  of  it. 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"June  11.1784. 
*•  I  remember,  and  entreat  you  to  remember, 
that  virtu*  est  ritium  fugert,  the  first  approach  to 
riches  is  security  from  poverty.  The  condition 
upon  which  you  have  my  consent  to  settle  in  I/on- 
don  is,  that  your  expense  never  exceeds  your  annual 
income.  Fixing  this  basis  of  security,  you  cannot 
be  hurt,  and  you  may  be  very  much  advanced. 
The  loss  of  your  Scottish  bustne^,  which  u  all 
that  you  can  lose,  is  not  to  be  reckoned  as  any 
equivalent  to  the  hopes  and  possibilities  that  open 
here  upon  you.  If  you  succeed,  the  question  of 
prudence  is  at  an  end  ;  every  body  will  think  that 
done  right  which  ends  happily  ;  and  though  your 
expectations,  of  which  I  would  not  advise  you  to 
talk  too  much,  should  not  be  totally  answered,  you 
can  hardly  fail  to  get  friends  who  will  do  for  you 
all  that  your  present  situation  allows  you  to  hope ; 
and  if,  after  a  few  years,  you  should  return  to 
Scotland,  you  will  return  with  a  mind  supplied  by 
various  conversation,  and  many  opportunities  of 
inquiry,  with  much  knowledge,  and  materials  for 
ruBection  and  instruction." 

[JOHNSON  TO  DR.   ADAM& 

••  London,  llth  June  (July),  17S4. 

"  Dkar  Sir,  —  I  am  going  into  Staffordshire  and 
Derbyshire  in  quest  of  some  relief,  of  which  my 
need  is  not  less  than  when  I  was  treated  at  your 
house  with  so  much  tenderness. 

**  I  have  now  received  the  collations  for  Xeno- 
phon,  which  I  have  sent  you  with  the  letters  that 
relate  to  thenu  I  cannot  at  present  take  any  part 
in  the  work,  but  I  would  rather  pay  for  a  collation 
of  Oppian  than  sec  it  neglected  ;    for  the  French- 


King  had  been  the  obstacle,  should  have  been  kept  in  ig« 
norance  of  the  real  state  of  the  case,  as  by  the  following  letter, 
which  I  found  in  the  Reynolds  papers,  it  appears  he  was. 

"  Loao  Thublow  to  Sib  J.  Rbvnolos. 

"  Thursday,  Nov.  1&  1784. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  My  choice,  if  that  had  been  left  me,  would 
certainly  hare  been  that  the  matter  should  not  have  been 
talked  of  at  all.  Tbe  ouly  object  1  regarded  was  my  own 
pleasure,  in  contributing  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  a  man 
whom  I  venerate  sincerely  and  highly  for  every  part,  without 
exception,  of  his  exalted  character.  This  you  know  I  pro* 
posed  to  do,  as  it  might  be  without  any  expense— in  all  events 
at  a  rale  infinitely  l)elow  the  saUsfactlon  1  proposi>d  to  myself. 
It  would  have  suited  the  purpose  better  if  nobody  had  heard 
of  it,  except  Dr.  Johnson,  you,  and  J.  Bosweil.  But  the 
cki^objfetion  to  the  rumour  it,  tkat  Air  Majesty  is  supposed  to 
have  rtfused  it.  Had  that  been  so,  1  should  not  have  com- 
municated the  circumstance.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to 
take  the  King's  pleasure  on  the  suggesuon  I  presumed  to 
move.  I  am  an  untoward  solicitor.  The  time  seemed  to 
preu,  and  I  chose  rather  to  take  on  myself  the  risk  of  his 
Majesty's  concurrence  than  delay  a  Journey  which  might 
conduce  to  Dr.  Johnson's  health  and  comfort. 

"  But  these  are  all  trifles,  and  scarce  deserve  even  this 
airsory  explanation.  The  only  question  of  any  worth  is 
whether  Dr.  Johnson  has  any  wish  to  go  abroad,  or  other 
occasion  for  my  assistance.    Indeed  he  should  give  me  credit 


men  act  with  great  liberalitj.  Let  us  oot 
below  them. 

'*  I  know  not  in  what  state  Ht.  Edwards  kf 
book.  >  Some  of  his  emendations  ceemed  to  n 
(be)  irrefragably  certain,  and  such,  therefon 
ought  not  to  be  lost.  His  rule  was  not  (to)  cb 
the  text ;  and,  therefore,  I  suppose  he  has  left  i 
to  be  subjoined.  As  the  book  is  posthumous,  s 
account  of  the  editor  ought  to  be  given. 

"  Yuu  have  now  the  whole  process  of  tbe  a 
spondence  before  you  When  the  prior  u  ansvi 
let  some  apology  be  made  for  mc;.* 

•*  I  was  forced  to  divide  the  collation,  but  j 
is  paged,  you  will  easily  put  every  part  in  itspr 
place. 

**  Be  pleased  to  convey  n>y  respects  to  Mrs. 

Miss  Adams.    I  am.  Sir,  your  naost  bumble  Kn 

**  Sam.  JoHNsmi. 

Let  us  now  contemplate  Johnson  tl> 
years  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  still  retail 
for  her  all  the  tenderness  of  affection. 

JOHNSON  TO  THE  RE  V.MR.BAGSHi 
At  Bromley, 

••  July  II.  n 

"  Sir,  —  Perhaps  you  may  remember,  ths 
the  year  1753  you  committed  to  tbe  ground 
dear  wife.  I  now  entreat  your  permitfion  to 
a  stone  upon  her;  and  have  sent  the  inscripi 
that,  if  you  find  it  proper,  you  may  signify  \ 
allowance. 

"  You  will  do  me  a  great  favour  by  showing 
place  where  she  lies,  that  the  stone  may  pn 
her  remains. 

*•  Mr.  Rylan'd*  will  wait  on  you  for  the  inscrip 
[p.  77.  n.  4],  and  procure  it  to  be  engraved. 
will  easily  believe  that  I  shrink  from  this  moui 
office.  When  it  is  done,  if  I  have  strength  rem 
ing,  I  will  visit  Bromley  once  a^ain,  and  pay 
part  of  the  respect  to  which  you  have  a  right  fi 
reverend  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Sam.   Jouysoy 

On  the  same  day  he  wrote  to  Mr.  La 

ton:  — 

"  I  cannot  but  think  that    in    my  languid 


for  perfect  simplicity,  when  I  treat  this  aa  merely  a  plm 
afforded  me,  and  accept  it  accordiiisly  :  auv  reiuctLk^ 
examines  himself  thoroughly,  will  certainlr  he  f/imdto 
in  some  part  or  other,  upon  a  doubt  of  the  ditpoaitks 
which  I  offer  it.  i  ,^,n^  *c/^ 

**  TacsLov 
That  this  letter  was  kept  from  BoeweU's  koowkrfi 
certain,  by  his  obvious  vexation  at  thinlilDs  chsit  the  k 
had  come  from  the  Kimg—thst  it  was  deSnuZmki^ 
him  is  rendered  probable  by  the  follow  intcwiSur?to 
stance.  On  the  face  of  the  original  letter  A^lIJiir 
been  obliterated  with  so  much  care  that  but  for  ih*  difl 
colour  of  the  ink  and  some  other  «m«ii  elreuin«iMM 
would  not  have  been  discoverable;  it  1*  anfuJIr  d 
and  the  sentence  appears  to  run,  -  excrnt  l>r  JahmJim. 
and  I"—  " BotwrU "  being  erased.  Tfel.  lo^  IfkVm 
candid  trick,  to  defraud  Boswell  of  his  meritln  thU  JS 
but  by  whom  tbe  obliteration  was  made  1  dSni  JS 

CBOKKB.  *-"««  jjwi 

I  His  Xenophon.    See  ante,  p.  GU c 

Mn'"'*'2*t*  *l!*  ^'^°^  "[*''•  Benedictiiije  bi  Paris  U 
p.  480.  n.  2.),  who  seem  to  have  made,  at  Johnson "sr^^wi 
collation  of  Xenophon  with  some  copy  ©f  the»r  own  an 
have  proposed  a  collaUon  of  Oppian,  but  for  wbat'wc 
purpose  does  not  appear.  —  CaoR  la,  1 847.  »«  P" 

*  Mr.  Ryland  was  one  of  his  oldest  fHendt.  and  had  m 
bly  been  an  acquainunce  of  his  wife's.  fSce  mb^'  m^ 
78.),    Mr.  Ryland  died  July  M.  1798,  mtm)  sT—SoE 
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anxious  state,  I  hare  some  reason  to  complain  that 
I  receive  from  you  neither  inquiry  nor  consolation. 
You  know  how  much  I  value  your  friendship,  and 
with  what  confidence  I  expect  your  kindness,  if  I 
wanted  any  act  of  tenderness  that  you  could  per- 
form ;  at  least,  if  you  do  not  know  it,  I  think  your 
.  ignorance  is  your  own  fault.  Yet  how  long  is  it 
that  I  have  lived  almost  in  your  neighbourhood 
without  the  least  notice? — [  do  not,  however, 
consider  this  neglect  as  particularly  shown  to  me } 
I  hear  two  of  your  most  valuable  friends  make  the 
same  complaint.  But  why  are  all  thus  overlooked  ? 
You  are  not  oppressed  by  sickness,  you  are  not  dis- 
tracted by  business;  if  you  are  sick,  you  are  sick  of 
leisure:  —  and  allow  yourself  to  be  told,  that  no 
disease  is  more  to  be  dreaded  or  avoided.  Rather 
to  do  nothing  than  to  do  good,  is  the  lowest  state 
of  a  degraded  mind.     Buileau  says  to  his  pupil, 

'  Que  les  vers  ne  soient  pas  votre  etemel  emploi, 
Cultivez  vos  amis.* 

That  voluntary  debility  which  modern  language  is 
content  to  term  indolence  will,  if  it  is  not  coun- 
teracted by  resolution,  render  in  time  the  strongest 
fiusulties  lifeless,  and  turn  the  flame  to  the  smoke  of 
virtue.  —  I  do  not  expect  or  desire  to  see  you,  be- 
cause I  am  much  pleased  to  find  that  your  mother 
stays  so  long  with  you,  and  1  should  think  you 
neither  elegant  nor  grateful  if  you  did  not  study 
ber  gratification.  You  will  pay  my  respects  to 
both  the  ladies,  and  to  all  the  young  people.  —  I 
am  going  northward  for  a  while,  to  try  what  help 
the  country  can  give  me ;  but  if  you  write,  the 
letter  will  come  afker  me." 

Next  day  he  set  out  on  a  jaunt  to  Stafford- 
shire and  Derbyshire,  flattering  himself  that 
he  might  be  in  some  degree  relieved. 

During  his  absence  from  London  he  kept 
up  a  correspondence  with  several  of  his  frienus, 
finom  whi<:h  I  shall  select  what  appears  to  me 
proper  for  publication,  without  attending  nicely 
to  chronological  order. 

To  Dr.  Brocki^sbt  he  writes,  — 

"  Aibboome.  July  SO. 

**  The  kind  attention  which  you  have  so  long 
shown  to  my  health  and  liappiness  makes  it  as 
much  a  debt  of  gratitude  as  a  call  of  interest  to 
give  you  an  account  of  what  befiills  me,  when  acci- 
dent removes  me  from  your  immediate  care.  The 
journey  of  the  first  day  was  performed  with  very 
little  sense  of  fatigue :  the  second  day  brought  me 
to  Lichfield  without  much  latitude;  but  I  am 
afraid  that  I  could  not  have  borne  such  violent 
agitation  for  many  days  together.  Tell  Dr. 
Heberden,  that  in  the  coach  I  read  *  Ciceronianus,' 
which  I  concluded  as  I  entered  Lichfield.  My 
affection  and  understanding  went  along  with 
Erasmus,  except  that  once  or  twice  he  somewhat 
unskilfully  entangles  Cicero's  civil  or  moral  with 
his  rhetorical  character 1  staid  five  days  at  Lich- 
field, but.  being  unable  to  walk,  had  no  great  plea- 
sure ;  and  yesterday  (19th)  I  came  hither,  where  I 
am  to  try  what  air  and  attention  can  perform.  — 
Of  any  improvement  in  my  health  I  cannot  yet 


1  Sir  John  Flojrrr,  M.D.    See  mUi,  p.  7  —  Cboks*. 
>  Sam'St  at  the  Essex  Head,  Essex  Street —  Boswbll. 


please  myself  with  the  perception.    •••••• 

The  asthnoa  has  no  abatement.  Opiates  stop  the 
fit,  so  as  that  I  can  sit  and  sometimes  lie  easy,  but 
they  do  not  now  procure  me  the  power  of  motion ; 
and  I  am  afraid  that  my  general  strength  of  body 
does  not  increase.  The  weather  indeed  is  not 
benign  :  but  how  low  is  he  sunk  whose  strength 
depends  upon  the  weather !  I  am  now  looking  into 
Floyer ' ,  who  lived  with  his  asthma  to  almost  his 
ninetieth  year.  His  book,  by  want  of  order,  is 
obscure  ;  and  his  asthma,  I  think,  not  of  the  same 
kind  with  mine.  Something,  however,  I  may  per. 
haps  learn.  —  My  appetite  still  continues  keen 
enough ;  and  what  I  consider  as  a  symptom  of 
radical  health,  I  have  a  voracious  delight  in  raw 
summer  fruit,  of  which  I  was  less  eager  a  few  years 
ago.  —  You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  this 
account  to  Dr.  Heberden,  and  if  any  thing  is  to  be 
done,  let  me  have  your  joint  opinion.  —  Now  — 
abUct  curtB  I  —  let  me  inquire  after  the  club.'* ' 

••  July  31st.  —  Not  recollecting  that  Dr.  Heber- 
den might  be  at  Windsor,  I  thought  your  letter 
long  in  ccHning.  But  you  know  nocitura  petunturf 
the  letter  which  I  so  much  desired  tells  me  that  I 
have  lost  one  of  my  best  and  tenderest  friends.' 
My  comfort  is,  that  he  appeared  to  live  like  a  man 
that  had  always  before  his  eyes  the  fragility  of  our 
present  existence,  and  was  therefore,  I  hope,  not 
unprepared  to  meet  his  Judge.  —  Your  attention, 
dear  Sir,  and  that  of  Dr.  Heberden,  to  my  health, 
is  extremely  kind.  I  am  loth  to  think  that  I  grow 
worse  ;  and  cannot  fairly  prove  even  to  my  own 
partiality  that  I  grow  much  better.** 

*'  Aug.  5.  —  I  return  you  thanks,  dear  Sir,  for 
your  unwearied  attention  both  medicinal  and 
friendly,  and  hope  to  prove  the  efiect  of  your  care 
by  living  to  acknowledge  it" 

**  Aug.  13.  —  Pray  be  so  kind  as  to  have  me  in 
your  thoughts,  and  mention  my  case  to  others  as 
you  have  opportunity.  I  seem  to  myself  neither 
to  gain  nor  lose  strength.  I  have  lately  tried  milk, 
but  have  yet  found  no  advantage,  and  am  afraid  of 
it  merely  as  a  liquid.  My  appetite  is  still  good, 
which  I  know  is  dear  Dr.  Heberden's  criterion  of 
the  VM  rite.  —  As  we  cannot  now  see  each  other, 
do  not  omit  to  write,  for  you  cannot  think  with 
what  warmth  of  expectation  I  reckon  the  hours  of 
a  post  day." 

"  Aug.  14.  —  I  have  hitherto  sent  you  only 
melancholy  letters :  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  some 
better  account.  Yesterday  the  asthma  remitted, 
perceptibly  remitted,  and  I  moved  with  more  ease 
than  I  have  enjoyed  for  numy  weeks.  May  God 
continue  his  mercy  I  This  account  I  would  not 
delay,  because  I  am  not  a  lover  of  complaints  or 
complainers;  and  yet  I  have,  since  we  parted, 
uttered  nothing  till  now  but  terror  and  sorrow. 
Write  to  me,  dear  Sir.** 

**  Aug.  16.  —  Better,  I  hopev  and  better.     My 
respiration  gets  more  and  more  ease  and  liberty. 
I  went  to  church  yesterday,  after  a  very  liberal 
dinner,  without  any  inconvenience ;  it  is  indeed  no 
long  walk,  but  I  never  walked  it  without  difficulty, 
since  I  came,  before.    ••••••  The  intention 

was  only  to  overpower  the  seeming  vu  inertia  of 
the    pectoral    and    pulmonary    muscles.  —  I  am 


*  Mr.  Alien,  the  printer.  —  Boswaix. 
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favoured  with  a  degree  of  ease  that  very  much 
delights  me,  and  do  not  despair  of  another  race  up 

the  stairs  of  the  Academy If  I  were,  however, 

of  a  humour  to  see.  or  to  show,  the  state  of  my 
body,  on  the  dark  side,  I  might  say, 

*  Quid  te  exempta  juvat  spinis  de  plurihus  una  ? ' 

The  nights  are  still  sleepless,  and  the  water  rises, 
though  it  does  not  rise  very  fast.  Let  us,  however, 
rejoice  in  all  the  good  that  we  have.  The  remis- 
sion of  one  disease  will  enable  nature  to  combat 
the  rest.  —  The  squills  I  have  not  neglected  ;  for  I 
have  taken  more  than  a  hundred  drops  a  day,  and 
one  day  took  two  hundred  and  fifty,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  popular  equivalent  of  a  drop  to  a  grain, 
is  more  than  half  an  ounce.  I  thank  you,  dear 
Sir,  for  your  attention  in  ordering  the  medicines  ; 
your  attention  to  me  has  never  failed.  If  the 
virtue  of  medicines  could  be  enforced  by  the  bene- 
volence of  the  prescribcr,  how  soon  should  I  be 
well!" 

"August  19. — The  relaxation  of  the  asthma 
still  continues,  yet  I  do  not  trust  it  wholly  to 
itself,  but  soothe  it  now  and  then  with  an  opiate. 
I  not  only  perform  the  act  of  respiration  with  less 
labour,  but  I  can  walk  with  fewer  intervals  of  rest, 
and  with  greater  freedom  of  motion.  I  never 
thought  well  of  Dr.  James's  compounded  medi- 
cines ;  his  ingredients  appear  to  me  sometimes  in- 
efficacious and  trifling,  and  sometimes  heterogeneous 
and  destructive  of  each  other.  This  prescription 
exhibits  a  composition  of  about  three  hundred  and 
thirty  grains,  in  which  there  are  four  grains  of 
emetic  tartar,  and  six  drops  [of]  thebaic  tincture. 
He  that  writes  thus  surely  writes  for  show.  The 
basis  of  his  medicine  is  the  gum  aramoniacum, 
which  dear  Dr.  Lawrence  used  to  give,  but  of 
which  I  never  saw  any  effect.  We  will,  if  you 
please,  let  this  medicine  alone.  The  squills  have 
every  suffrage,  and  in  the  squills  we  will  rest  for 
the  present." 

<*  Aug.  21.  —  The  kindness  which  you  show  by 
having  me  in  your  thoughts  upon  all  occasions  will, 
I  hope,  always  fill  my  heart  with  gratitude.  Be 
pleased  to  return  my  thanks  to  Sir  George  Baker', 
for  the  consideration  which  he  has  bestowed  upon 
me.  Is  this  the  balloon  that  has  been  so  long  ex- 
pected, this  balloon'  to  which  I  subscribed,  but 
without  payment?  It  is  pity  that  philosophers 
have  been  disappointed,  and  shame  that  they  have 
been  cheated ;  but  I  know  not  well  how  to  prevent 
either.  Of  this  experiment  I  have  read  nothing : 
where  was  it  exhibited?  and  who  was  the  man 
that  ran  away  with  so  much  money?  Continue, 
dear  Sir,  to  write  often,  and  more  at  a  time ;  for 
none  of  your  prescriptions  operate  to  their  proper 
uses  more  certainly  than  your  letters  operate  as 
cordials." 

"  August  26.  —  I  suffered  you  to  escape  last 
post  without  a  letter,  but  you  are  not  to  expect 
such  indulgence  very  often  ;  fur  I  write  not  so 
much  because  I  have  any  thing  to  say,  as  because 
I  hope  for  an  answer ;  and  the  vacancy  of  my  life 


>  The  emfaent  phjraician,  who  was  created  a  Baronet  In 
1776.  and  died  June  1809.  sUt  88.  —  Crokir. 

3  Does  Dr.  Johnson  here  allude  to  the  unsucceuru!  at* 
tempt  made,  in  I7»*4,  by  De  Morct,  who  was  determined  to 
anticipate  Lunardi  in  hit  first  experiment  in  England? 
"  Morct  attempted  to  inflate  hit  tialloon  with  rarefied  air. 
but  by  tome  accident  in  the  process  it  sunk  upon  the  fire ; 
and  the  populace,  who  regarded  the  whole  at  an  Imposture, 


here  makes  a  letter  of  great  value.  I  I 
little  company  and  little  amusement;  i 
abandoned  to  the  contemplatioa  of  my  own 
I  am  something  gloomy  and  depressed :  t 
resist  as  I  can,  and  find  opium,  I  thinl 
but  I  seldom  take  more  than  one  grain, 
this  strange  weather  ?  Winter  absorbnl  tl 
and  now  autumn  is  come  before  we  have  1 
mer.  But  let  not  our  kindness  for  a 
imitate  the  inconstancy  of  the  seasons.** 

"  Sept  2.  —  Mr.  Windham  has  been  h. 
me  ;  he  came,  I  think,  forty  miles  out  of 
and  staid  about  a  day  and  a  half ;  perbap 
the  time  shorter  than  it  was.  Such  convi 
shall  not  have  again  till  I  come  back  tott 
of  literature ;  and  there  Windham  is  imti 
Luna  minores." 

He  then  mentions  the  eflfects  of 
medicines,  as  taken,  and  adds,  — 

••Nature  is  recovering  its  original  po* 
the  functions  returning  to  their  prop 
God  continue  his  mercies,  and  grant  me  to 
rightly  1" 

••Sept.  9. —  Do  you  know  the  D 
Duchess  of  Devonshire?  And  have  you 
Chatsworth  ?  I  was  at  Chatsworth  on  M( 
had  seen  it  before,  but  never  when  its  owi 
at  home  ;  1  was  very  kindly  received,  and 
pressed  to  stay;  but  I  told  them  that  a  sic 
not  a  fit  inmate  of  a  great  house.  But  I 
go  again  some  time.'* 

••  Sept  II I  think  nothing  grows  w 

all  rather  better,  except  sleep,  and  that  of 
been  at  its  old  pranks.  Last  evening.  I  i 
I  had  not  known  for  a  long  time,  an  inclii 
walk  for  amusement;  I  took  a  short  w 
came  back  again  neither  breathless  nor 
This  has  been  a  gloomy,  frigid,  ungcnial  s 
but  of  late  it  seems  to  mend  ;  I  hear  the  he 
times  mentioned,  but  I  do  not  feel  it : 

•  Preeterea  minimus  gelido  jam  in  corporc 
Febre  calet  sola.'  * 

I  hope,  however,  with  good  help,  to  find  i 
supporting  a  winter  at  home,  and  to  hear 
at  the  Club  what  is  doing,  and  what  oug 
doing,  in  the  world.  I  have  no  company  I 
shall  naturally  come  home  hungry  for  conv 
To  wish  you,  dear  Sir,  more  leisure,  woul* 
kind ;  but  what  leisure  you  have,  you  mus 
upon  me." 

••  Sept  16 1  have  row   let  you   aloi 

long  time,  having  indeed  little  to  say.  Yo 
me  somewhat  unjustly  with  luxury.  A 
worth,  you  should  remember  that  I  have  e 
once;  and  the  doctor,  with  whom  1  live,  I 
milk  diet.  I  grow  no  fatter,  though  my  : 
if  it  be  not  disturbed  by  physic,  never  fails 
now  grow  weary  of  solitude,  and  think  of  r 
next  week  to  Lichfield,  a  place  of  more  soc 
otherwise  of  less  convenience.  When  I  am 
I  shall  write  again.     Of  the  hot  weather  i 


rushing  in,  completely  destroyed  the  machine  " 

Londhu'ana,  vol.  il.  p.  \C)2.  m>/c.~  Mabkland. 

3  It  is  remarliablo  that  so  pond  a  Latin  scholar  ai 
should  have  been  so  inattentive  to  the  metre   as  tr 

to  have  written  ttellat  instead  of  ignes Boswiux! 

*  "  Add  that  a  fever  only  warms  his  veins. 

And  thaws  the  little  bloud  which  jret  remains 
Juv.  Sat.  a.  217.     Gij/br 
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mentioned,  we  have  [not]  had  in  Derbyshire  rery 
much;  and  for  myself  I  seldom  feel  heat,  and 
•uppooe  that  my  frigidity  is  the  effect  of  mv  dia- 
temper  —  a  supposition  which  naturally  leads  me 
to  hope  that  a  hotter  climate  may  be  usefuL  But 
I  hope  to  stand  another  English  winter." 

**  Lichfield,  SepL  29.  —  On  one  day  I  had  three 
letters  about  the  air-balloon ' :  yours  was  fiu*  the 
best*  and  has  enabled  me  to  impart  to  my  friends 
io  the  country  an  idea  of  this  species  of  amusement. 
In  amusement,  mere  amusement,  I  am  afraid  it  must 
end,  for  I  do  not  find  that  its  course  can  be  directed 
ao  as  that  it  should  serve  any  purposes  of  commu- 
nication ;  and  it  can  give  no  new  intelligence  of 
the  state  of  the  air  at  different  heights,  till  they 
have  ascended  above  the  height  of  mountains, 
which  they  seem  never  likely  to  do.  I  came  hither 
on  the  S7th.  How  long  1  shall  stay,  I  have  not 
determined.  My  dropsy  is  gone,  and  my  asthma 
is  much  remitted,  but  I  have  felt  myself  a  little 
declining  these  two  days,  or  at  least  to-day  ;  but 
such  vicissitudes  must  be  expected.  One  day  nuiy 
be  worse  than  another ;  but  this  last  month  is  far 
better  than  the  former :  if  the  next  should  be  as 
much  better  than  this,  I  shall  run  about  the  town 
on  my  own  legs.** 

<*Oct.  6.— The  fate  of  the  balloon  I  do  not 
nueh  lament :  to  make  new  balloons  is  to  repeat  the 
jest  again.  We  now  know  a  method  of  mounting 
into  the  air,  and,  I  think,  are  not  likely  to  know  more. 
The  vehicles  can  serve  no  use  till  we  can  guide 
tfacm;  and  they  can  gratify  no  curiosity  till  we 
mount  with  them  to  greater  heights  than  we  can 
reach  without ;  till  we  rise  above  the  tops  of  the 
highest  mountains,  which  we  have  yet  not 
done.  We  know  Uie  state  of  the  air  in  all  its 
regions,  to  the  top  of  Teneriffe,  and  therefore  learn 
nothing  from  those  who  navigate  a  balloon  below 
the  clouds.  The  first  experiment,  however,  was 
bold,  and  deserved  applause  and  reward  :  but  since 
it  has  been  performed,  and  its  event  is  known,  I 
bad  rather  now  find  a  medicine  that  can  ease  an 


^  Oct  25.  —  You  write  to  me  with  a  seal  that 
animates  and  a  tenderness  that  melts  me.  I  am 
not  afraid  either  of  a  journey  to  London,  or  a  resi- 
dence in  it.  I  came  down  with  little  fiitigue,  and 
nm  now  not  weaker.  In  the  smoky  atmosphere  I 
was  delivered  from  the  dropsy,  which  I  consider  as 
the  original  and  radical  disease.  The  town  u  my 
element':  there  are  my  friends,  there  are  my  books, 
to  which  I  have  not  yet  bid  farewell,  and  there  are 
my  amusements.  Sir  Joshua  told  me  long  ago, 
that  my  vocation  was  to  public  life ;  and  I  hope 
•till  to  keep  my  station,  till  God  shall  bid  me  Go 


JOHNSON  TO  MR.  HOOLE. 

**  Ashbouroe,  Aug.  7. 

*<  Since  I  was  here,  I  have  two  little  letters  from 
you,  and  have  not  had  the  gratitude  to  write.  But 
every  man  is  most  free  with  his  best  fnends,  be- 
cause he  does  not  suppose  that  they  can  suspect 
him  of  intentional  incivility.  One  reason  for  my 
omission  is,  that  being  in  a  place  to  which  you  are 
wholly  a  stranger,  I  have  no  topics  of  correspond- 
ence. If  you  had  any  knowledge  of  Ashbourne, 
I  could  tell  you  of  two  Ashbourne  men,  who,  being 
last  week  condemned  at  Derby  to  be  hanged  for 
robbery,  went  and  hanged  themselves  in  their  cell. 
But  this,  however  it  may  supply  us  with  talk,  is 
nothing  to  you.  Your  kindness,  I  know,  would 
make  you  glad  to  hear  some  good  of  me,  but  I 
have  not  much  good  to  tell :  if  I  grow  not  worse, 
it  is  all  that  I  can  say.  I  hope  Mrs.  Hoole  re- 
ceives more  help  from  her  migration.  Make  her 
my  compliments,  and  write  again  to,  dear  Sir,  your 
affectionate  servant.  '* 

**  Aug.  13.  —  I  thank  you  for  your  affectionate 
letter.  I  hope  we  shall  both  be  the  better  for  each 
other's  friendship,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  very 
quickly  be  parted.  Tell  Mr.  Nichols  that  I  shall 
be  glad  of  his  correspondence  when  his  business 
allows  him  a  little  remission ;  though  to  wish  him 
less  business,  that  1  may  have  more  pleasure,  would 
be  too  selfish.  To  pay  for  seats  at  the  balloon  is 
not  very  necessary,  because  in  leas  than  a  minute 
they  who  gate  at  a  mile's  distance  will  see  all  that 
can  be  seen.  About  the  wings,  I  am  of  your 
mind  :  they  cannot  at  all  assist  it,  nor  I  think  regu- 
late its  motion.  I  am  now  grown  somewhat  easier 
in  my  body,  but  my  mind  is  sometimes  depressed. 
About  the  Club  I  am  in  no  great  pain.  The  for- 
feitures  go  on,  and  the  house,  I  bear,  is  improved 
for  our  future  meetings.  I  hope  we  shall  meet 
often  and  sit  long." 

**  Sept.  4.  —  Your  letter  was  indeed  long  in 
coming,  but  it  was  very  welcome.  Our  acquaint- 
ance has  now  subsisted  long,  and  our  recollection  of 
each  other  involves  a  great  space,  and  many  little 
occurrences  which  melt  the  thoughu  to  tenderness. 
Write  to  me,  therefore,  as  frequently  as  you  can.  I 
hear  frtim  Dr.  Brocklesby  and  Mr.  Ryland  that 
the  Club  is  nut  crowded.  I  hope  we  shall  enliven 
it  when  winter  brings  us  together." 

JOHNSON  TO  DR.  BURNEY. 

"  August  3. 
**  The  weather,  you  know,  has  not  been  balmy. 
I  am  now  reduced  to  think,  and  am  at  least  con- 
tent to  talk,  of  the  weather.     Pride  must  have  a 
felL*     I  have  lost  dear  Mr.  Allen ;  and  wherever 


1  Lunudl  had  ascended  from  the  Artilleiy  Ground  on  the 
lath  of  this  month ;  and  as  it  was  the  first  ascent  In  a  balloon 


in: 
whldi  had  been  witnessed  In  England,  it  was  not  surprising 
tliat  rtrj  general  interest  was  excited  bj  the  spectacle,  and 
ftbAt  so  manj  allusions  should  be  made  to  It  by  Johnson  and 
his  rorrespoodents.  The  lata  Lord  Tenterden,  whilst  a 
Student  at  Oxford,  abtained  a  prize  in  this  year,  for  his 

Latin  verses  entitled  Globus  ASrostatteu* MAaxLANO. 

s  His  love  of  London  continually  appears.  In  a  letter 
from  him  to  Mrs.  Smart,  wife  of  his  friend  the  poet,  which  is 
ytfbHsbed  in  a  well-written  life  of  blm,  prefixed  to  an  edition 
•r  bis  poems,  in  1791,  there  is  the  following  sentence  :'*  To 
cam  that  has  passed  so  many  rears  in  the  pleasures  and  opu- 
lanoe  of  Loodon,  there  are  few  places  that  can  give  much 
daHght.**  Once  upon  reading  that  Uoe  hi  the  curious  epitaph 
tooted  la  •*  The  Spectator.'V- 


••  Bom  in  New  England,  did  in  London  die.**— 

he  laughed,  and  said,  "  I  do  not  wonder  at  this.  It  would 
have  been  strange  if,  born  in  London,  be  had  died  in  New 
England."  —  Boswell. 

>  There  was  no  information  for  whieh  Dr.  Johnson  was 
less  grateiUI  than  for  that  which  concerned  the  weather.  It 
was  in  allusion  to  his  impatience  with  those  who  were  re» 
duced  to  keep  eooversation  aliTo  by  observations  on  the 
weather,  that  ne  applied  the  old  proverb  to  himself.  If  any 
one  of  his  intimate  acquaintance  told  him  it  was  hot  or  colcl, 
wet  or  dry,  windy  or  calm,  he  would  stop  them  by  saying, 
"  Poh  1  poh  I  you  are  telling  us  that  of  wbkh  none  but  men 
in  a  mine  or  a  dungeon  can  tie  ignorant.    Let  us  bear  with 

Eitience,  or  enjoy  in  quiet,  elementary  changes,  whether  for 
e  beuer  or  the  worse,  as  they  are  never  secrets. '*—  BtJaNSV. 
SB 
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I  turn,  the  dead  or  the  dying  meet  my  notice,  and 
force  my  attention  upon  misery  and  mortality. 
Mrs.  Burncy*a  escape  from  so  much  danger,  and 
her  ease  after  so  much  pain,  throws,  however,  some 
radiance  of  hope  upon  the  gloomy  prospect  May 
her  recovery  be  perfect,  and  her  continuance  long  1 
1  struggle  hard  for  life.  I  Uke  physic  and  take 
air:  my  friend's  chariot  is  always  ready.  We 
have  run  this  morning  twenty-four  miles,  and 
could  run  forty-eight  more.  But  who  can  nun  the 
race  with  death  ?  ** 

"  Sept  4." [Concerning  a  private  transaction, 

in  which  his  opinion  was  a-sked,  and  after  giving  it, 
he  makes  the  following  reflections,  which  are  appli- 
cable on  other  occasions.]  "Nothing  deserves 
more  compassion  than  wrong  conduct  with  good 
meaning ;  than  loss  or  obloquy  suffered  by  one 
who,  as  he  is  conscious  only  of  good  intentions, 
wonders  why  he  loses  that  kindneu  which  he 
wishes  to  ]»rest'rve;  and  not  knowing  his  own 
fault  —  if,  as  may  sometimes  happen,  nobody  will 
tell  him  —  goes  on  to  oflund  by  his  endeavours  to 
please.  I  am  delighted  by  finding  that  our  opinions 
are  the  same.  You  will  do  me  a  real  kindness  by 
continuing  to  write.  A  post-day  has  now  been 
long  a  day  of  recreation." 

•*  Nov.  I. Our  correspondence  paused  for  want 

of  topics.  I  had  said  what  I  had  to  say  on  the 
matter  proposed  to  my  consideration,  and  nothing 
remained  but  to  tell  you  that  I  waked  or  slept 
that  I  was  more  or  less  sick.  I  drew  my  thoughts 
in  upon  myself,  and  supposed  yours  employed  upon 
your  book.  That  your  book  has  been  delayed  I 
am  glad,  since  you  have  gained  an  opportunity  of 
being  more  exact  Of  the  caution  necessary  in 
adjusting  narratives  there  is  no  end.  Some  tell 
what  they  do  not  know,  that  they  may  not  seem 
ignorant,  and  otlicrs  from  mere  indifference  about 
truth.  All  truth  is  not,  indeed,  of  equal  impor- 
tance: but  if  little  violations  are  allowed,  every 
violation  will  in  time  be  thought  little ;  and  a 
writer  should  keep  himself  vigilantly  on  his  guard 
against  the  first  temptations  to  negligence  or 
supmcness.  T  had  ceased  to  write,  because  re- 
specting you  I  had  no  more  to  say,  and  respecting 
myself  could  say  little  good.  I  cannot  l>oast  of 
advancement ;  and  in  case  of  convalescence  it  may 
be  said,  with  few  exceptions,  Non  progredi  c$t 
rtyredi.  I  hope  I  may  be  excepted.  My  great 
difficulty  was  with  my  sweet  Fanny*,  who,  by  her 
artifice  of  inserting  her  letter  in  yours,  had  given 
me  a  precept  of  frugality  which  I  was  not  at 
liberty  to  neglect ;  and  I  know  not  who  were  in 
town  under  whose  cover  I  could  send  my  letter. 
I  rejoice  to  hear  that  you  are  so  well,  and  have  a 
delight  particularly  sympathetic  in  the  recovery  of 
Mrs.  Burney.** 

JOHNSON  TO  LANGTON. 

"  Auguit  85. 

«'The    kindness  of   your  last  letter,   and  my 

omission  to  answer  it,  begin  to  give  you,  even  in  my 

opinion,  a  right  to  recriminate,  and  to  charge  me 

with  forgetfulness  for  the  absent.     I  will  therefore 


1I<>  tAjrs  "  pHilo  muit  hare  m  fall,"  in  alliuion  to  his  own 
former  SMertion*.  that  the  weather  had  no  effrct  on  human 
health.     See  Idler,  No.  ll.,aad  ante,  p.  III.  and  146.. 
CaoKBB. 
1  The  celebrated  Mlu  Fanny  Bumey.  —  Boswbll. 


delay  no  longer  to  give  an  account  of  myiclC 
wish  I  could  relate  what  would  please  either 
self  or  my  friend.  On  July  13.  I  left  Loo 
partly  in  hope  of  help  from  new  air  aod  ehmf 
place,  and  partly  excited  by  the  Mck  mao'a  io 
tiencc  of  the  present  I  got  to  Lichfield  in  a  « 
vehicle,  with  very  little  fatigue,  in  two  dayi, 
had  the  consolation'  to  find  that  since  my  last  \ 
my  three  old  acquaintances  are  all  dead.  —  Juljt 
I  went  to  Ashbourne,  where  I  have  been  till  n 
The  house  in  which  we  live  is  repuring.  I  liv 
too  much  solitude,  and  am  often  deeply  dejected 
wish  we  were  nearer,  and  rejoice  in  your  remova 
London.  A  friend  at  once  cheerful  and  aerion 
a  great  acquisition.  Let  us  not  neglect  one  and 
for  the  little  time  which  Providence  allows  ui 
hope.  Of  my  health  I  cannot  tell  you,  what 
wishes  persuaded  me  to  expect,  that  it  is  m 
improved  by  the  season  or  bj  remedies.  I 
sleepless;  my  legs  grow  weary  vrith  a  very 
steps,  and  the  water  breaks  its  boundaries  in  sc 
degree.  The  asthma,  however,  has  remitted: 
breath  is  still  much  obstructed,  but  i«  more  free  Cl 
it  was.  Nights  of  watdi fulness  produce  torpid  di 
I  read  very  little,  though  I  am  alone ;  for  I 
tempted  to  supply  in  the  day  what  I  lost  in  I 
This  is  my  history ;  like  all  other  histories,  a  i 
rative  of  misery.  Yet  I  am  so  much  better  tl 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  that  I  ought  la 
ashamed  d(  complaining.  1  now  rit  and  write  a 
very  little  sensibility  of  pain  or  weaknca ;  I 
when  I  rise,  I  shall  find  my  l^s  beCrajing  i 
Of  the  money  which  you  roenticmed  I  have  no  i 
mediate  need :  keep  it,  however,  for  me,  nnl 
some  exigence  requires  it.  Your  papers  I  i 
^ow  you  certainly  when  you  would  see  the 
but  I  am  a  little  angry  at  you  for  not  kc^ 
minutes  of  your  own  aettptwm  et  expaumm,  i 
think  a  little  time  might  be  glared  from  An 
phanes  for  the  res  famUiarts,  Forgive  me,  fa 
mean  well.  I  hope,  dear  Sir,  that  you  and  L 
Rothes  and  all  the  young  people,  too  many 
enumerate^  are  well  and  happy.  God  bIcH  \ 
alL" 

JOHNSON  TO  WINDHAlf. 

**  The  tenderness  with  which  you  have  b 
pleased  to  treat  me  through  my  long  illii 
neither  health  nor  sickness  csn,  I  hope,  make 
forget ;  and  you  are  not  to  suppose  that  after 
parted  you  were  no  longer  in  my  mind.  But  w 
can  a  sick  man  say,  but  that  he  is  sick?  I 
thoughts  are  necessarily  concentred  in  himself: 
neither  receives  nor  can  give  delight;  bis  inqna 
are  after  alleviations  of  pain,  and  his  eflbrfs  an 
catch  some  momentary  comfinl.  Though  I 
now  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Peak,  you  n 
expect  no  account  of  its  wonders,  of  its  hiDs, 
waters,  its  caverns,  or  its  mines ;  but  I  will  i 
you,  dear  Sir,  what  I  hope  you  will  not  bear  a 
less  satisfaction,  that,  for  about  a  week  part, 
asthma  has  been  less  afflictive.** 

••  Lichfield,  Oct  S.'—  I  believe  you  had  b 

<  Mr.  Malone  thought  that  consdIatloB  was  not  the  pn 
word,  or  that  tome  epithet  like  Bad  or  momnUU  vas  wai 
before  it :  but  I  rather  think  thai  Johnsoa  asad  Ike  easna 
in  sad  irony.  —  Ckokbb,  1M7. 

3  Between  thete  two  letters  Mr. 
at  Avhboum.  ~  Cbokss,  1S47. 
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long  enough  acquainted  with  the  jAamoauna  of 
sickness  not  to  be  surprised  that  a  sick  man  wishes 
to  be  where  he  is  not,  and  where  it  appears  to 
ererj  body  but  himself  that  he  might  easily  be, 
without  having  the  resolution  to  remove.  I  thought 
Ashbourne  a  solitary  place,  but  did  not  come  hither 
till  last  Monday.  I  have  here  more  company,  but 
my  health  has  for  this  last  week  not  advanced ;  and 
in  the  languor  of  disease  how  little  can  be  done  1 
Whither  or  when  I  sliall  make  my  next  remove,  I 
cannot  tell ;  but  I  entreat  you,  dear  Sir,  to  let  me 
know  from  time  to  time  where  you  may  be  found, 
for  your  residence  is  a  very  powerful  attractive  to, 
Sir,  your  most  humble  servant.** 

JOHNSON  TO  PERKINS. 

"  Lichfield.  Oct  4. 
**  I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  that  your  kindness 
for  me  will  make  you  glad  to  know  where  I  am, 
and  in  what  state.  I  have  been  struggling  very 
hard  with  my  diseases.  My  breath  has  been  very 
mudi  obstructed,  and  the  water  has  attempted  to 
encroach  upon  me  again.  I  passed  the  first  part 
of  the  summer  at  Oxford,  afterwards  I  went  to 
Lichfield,  thence  to  Ashbourne  in  Derbyshire,  and 
a  week  ago  I  returned  to  Lichfield  My  breath  is 
now  much  easier,  and  the  water  is  in  a  great  me*> 
sure  run  away,  so  that  I  hope  to  see  you  again 
before  winter.  Please  make  my  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Perkins,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barclay.  I 
am,  tic" 

JOHNSON  TO  G.  W.  HAMILTON. 

"Lichfield.  Oct. aa 
**  Considering  what  reason '  you  gave  me  in  the 
q>ring  to  conclude  that  you  took  part  in  whatever 
good  or  evil  might  befall  me,  I  ought  not  to  have 
omitted  so  long  the  sccoimt  which  I  am  now  about 
to  give  you.  My  diseases  are  an  asthma  and  a 
dropsy,  and  what  is  less  curable,  seventy>five.  Of 
the  dropsy,  in  the  beginning  of  the  summer,  or  in 
the  spring,  I  recovered  to  a  degree  which  struck 
with  wonder  both  me  and  my  physicians  :  the 
asthma  now  is  likewise  for  a  time  very  much  re- 
liered.  I  went  to  Oxford,  where  the  asthma  was 
very  tyrannical,  and  the  dropsy  began  agun  to 
tfireaten  me  ;  but  seasonable  physic  stopped  the 
inundation:  I  then  returned  to  London,  and  in 
July  took  a  resolution  to  visit  Stafibrdaliire  and 
Derbyshire,  where  I  am  yet  struggling  with  my 
disease.  The  dropsy  made  another  attack,  and  was 
not  easily  ejected,  but  at  last  gave  way.  The 
asthma  suddenly  remitted  in  bed  on  the  13th  of 
August,  and  though  now  very  oppressive,  is,  I 
think,  still  something  gentler  than  it  was  before 
the  remission.  My  limbs  are  miserably  debilitated, 
and  my  nights  are  sleepless  and  tedious.  When 
you  roui  this,  dear  Sir,  you  are  not  sorry  that  1 
wrote  no  sooner.  I  will  not  prolong  my  com* 
plaints.  I  hope  still  to  see  you  in  a  happier  hour^ 
to  talk  over  what  we  have  often  talked,  and  per- 
iMpa  to  find  new  topics  of  merriment,  or  new 
incitements  to  curiosity.     I  am,  &c." 


1  Mo  doQbt  Mr.  Hamnton'i  geooftMU 
tbooffh  Johnton  mentioos  as  of  tbs 
iMppsMd  In  Norembor.  — >  Caoasa. 


.  aH<^.  p.  749., 
tprimgt  vhat  really 


JOHNSON  TO  PARADISE. 

•*  Lichfield.  Oct.  S7. 
**  Though  in  all  my  summer's  excursion  I  have 
given  you  no  account  of  myself,  I  hope  you  think 
better  of  me  than  to  imagine  it  possible  for  me  to 
forget  you,  whose  kindness  to  me  has  been  too 
great  and  too  constant  not  to  have  nude  its  impres- 
sion on  a  harder  breast  than  mine.  Silence  is  not 
very  culpable,  when  nothing  pleasing  is  suppressed. 
It  would  have  alleviated  none  of  your  complaints 
to  have  read  my  vicissitudes  of  evil.  I  have  strug- 
gled hard  with  very  formidable  and  obstinate  mala- 
dies ;  and  though  I  cannot  talk  of  health,  think  all 
praise  due  to  my  Creator  and  Preserver  for  the 
continuance  of  my  life.  Tlie  dropsy  has  made  two 
attacks,  and  has  given  way  to  medicine ;  the  asthma 
is  very  oppressive,  but  that  has  likewise  once  re- 
mitted. I  am  very  weak  and  very  sleepless ;  but 
it  is  time  to  conclude  the  tale  of  misery.  I  hope, 
dear  Sir,  that  you  grow  better,  for  you  have  like- 
wise your  share  of  human  evil,  and  that  your  lady 
and  Uie  young  charmers  are  well** 

JOHNSON  TO  GEORGE  NICOL.* 

"  Aihboome,  Aagiut  19. 
**  Since  we  parted,  I  have  been  much  oppressed 
by  my  asthma,  but  it  has  lately  been  less  laborious. 
When  I  ut  I  am  almost  at  ease ;  and  1  can  walk, 
though  yet  very  little,  with  less  diflBculty  for  this 
week  past  than  before.  I  hope  I  shall  again  enjoy 
my  friends,  and  that  you  and  I  shall  have  a  little 
more  literary  conversation.  Where  I  now  am, 
every  thing  is  very  liberally  provided  for  me  but 
conversation.  My  friend  is  sick  himself,  and  the 
reciprocation  of  complaints  and  groans  affords  not 
much  of  either  pleasure  or  instruction.  What  we 
have  not  at  home  this  town  does  not  supply ;  and  I 
shall  be  glad  of  a  little  imported  intelligence,  and 
hope  that  you  will  bestow,  now  and  then,  a  little 
time  on  the  relief  and  entertainment  of,  Sir,  yours, 

&C." 

JOHNSON  TO  CRUIKSHANK. 

'*  Ashbourms  Sept.  4. 
"  Do  not  suppose  that  I  forget  you  :  I  hope  I 
shall  never  be  accused  of  forgetting  my  benefiictors. 
I  had,  till  lately,  nothing  to  write  but  complaints 
upon  complaints  of  miseries  upon  miseries ;  but 
within  this  fortnight  I  have  received  great  reliefl 
Have  your  lectures  any  vacation?  If  you  are 
released  firom  the  necessity  of  duly  study,  you  may 
find  time  for  a  letter  to  me.  —  [In  this  letter  he 
states  the  particulars  of  bis  case.]  —  In  return  for 
this  account  of  my  health,  let  me  have  a  good  ac- 
count of  yours,  and  of  your  prosperity  in  all  your 
undertakings.** 

JOHNSON  TO  T.  DA  VIES. 

**  August  14. 

**  The  tenderness  with  which  you  always  treat 
me  makes  me  culpable  in  my  own  eyes  for  having 
omitted  to  write  in  so  long  a  separation.  I  had, 
indeed,  nothing  to  say  that  you  could  wish  to  hear. 
All  has  been  hitherto  misery  accumulated  upon 

<  BookwUer  to  his  BalsstJ —  Boswnx. 
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misery,  disease  corroborating  disease,  till  yesterday 
my  asthma  was  perceptibly  and  unexpectedly  mi- 
tigated. I  am  much  comforted  with  this  short 
relief,  and  am  willing  to  flatter  myself  that  it  may 
continue  and  improve.  I  have  at  present  such  a 
degree  of  ease  as  not  only  may  admit  the  comforts 
but  the  duties  of  life.  Make  my  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Davies.  —  Poor  dear  Allen  I  —  he  was  a  g^ood 
man.** 

JOHNSON  TO  REYNOLD& 

"  Ashbourne,  Jiilj  IS. 

**  The  tenderness  with  which  I  am  treated  by  my 
friends  makes  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they 
are  desirous  to  know  the  state  of  my  health,  and 
a  desire  so  benevolent  ought  to  be  gratified.  —  I 
came  to  Lichfield  in  two  days  without  any  painful 
fiitigue,  and  on  Monday  came  hither,  where  I 
purpose  to  stay  and  try  what  air  and  regularity 
will  eSect  I  cannot  yet  persuade  myself  that  I 
have  made  much  progress  in  recovery.  My  sleep 
is  little,  my  breath  is  very  much  encumbered,  and 
my  legs  are  very  weak.  The  water  has  increased  a 
little,  but  has  again  run  oflT.  The  most  distressing 
symptom  is  want  of  sleep." 

**  Aug.  19. —  Having  had  since  our  separation 
little  to  say  that  could  please  you  or  myself  by 
saying,  I  have  not  been  lavish  of  useless  letters  ;  but 
I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  partake  of  the  plea- 
sure with  which  I  can  now  tell  you  that,  about  a 
week  ago,  I  felt  suddenly  a  sensible  remission  of 
my  asthma,  and  consequently  a  greater  lightness  of 

action  and  motion Of  this  grateful  alleviation  I 

know  not  the  cause,  nor  dare  depend  upon  its 
continuance;  but  while  it  lasts  I  endeavour  to 
ei\}oy  it,  and  am  desirous  of  communicating,  while 
it  lasts,  my  pleasure  to  my  friends.  —  Hitherto, 
dear  Sir,  I  had  written  before  the  post,  which  stays 
in  this  town  but  a  little  while,  brought  me  your 
letter.  Mr.  Davies  seems  to  have  represented  my 
little  tendency  to  recover  in  terms  too  splendid.  I 
am  still  restless,  still  weak,  still  watery,  but  the 
asthma  is  less  oppressive.  —  Poor  Ramsay  !'  On 
which  side  soever  I  turn,  mortality  presents  its 
formidable  firown.  I  left  three  old  friends  at  Lich- 
field when  I  was  last  there,  and  now  found  them 
all  dead.  I  no  sooner  lost  sight  of  dear  Allan, 
than  I  am  told  that  I  shall  see  him  no  more.  That 
we  mast  all  die,  we  always  knew ;  I  wish  I  had 
sooner  remembered  it.  Do  not  think  me  intrusive 
or  importunate,  if  I  now  call,  dear  Sir,  on  you  to 
remember  it" 

**  Sept.  2.  —  I  am  glad  that  a  little  favour  from 
the  court  has  intercepted  your  furious  purposes.' 
I  could  not  in  any  case  have  approved  such  public 
violence  of  resentment,  and  should  have  considered 
any  who  encouraged  it  as  rather  seeking  sport  for 
themselves  than  honour  for  you.  Resentment 
gratifies  him  who  intended  an  injury,  and  pains 
him  ui\justly  who  did  not  intend  it.  But  all  this 
is  now  superfluous.  —  I  still  continue,  by   God's 


>  RamMy,  who  died  August  10. 17S4,et.  71 Boiwnx. 

^ni^p.  579.  n.  3 C. 

*  This  no  doubt  refers  to  the  intention  of  Sir  Joahoa  to 
resign  the  chair  of  the  Academf  :  a  purpose  which,  though 
at  this  time  abandoned,  he  executed  in  Feb.  1790;  but  be 
resumed  the  chair  again  within  a  month.  —  Cbokbr. 

'  See  anti,  p.  772.  et  $eo.  There  is  much  obtcuritr  In  this 
matter.  It  appears  that  Sir  Joshua  understood  Lord  Thurlow 
iu  his  verbal  communication  (amti,  p.  780.)  to  have  repre- 


mercy,  to  mend.  My  breath  is  eaaiCT,  n 
are  quieter,  and  my  legs  are  leas  in  b 
stronger  in  use.  I  have,  however,  jet  a  g 
to  overcome  before  I  can  yet  attain  evec 
man's  health.  —  Write,  do  write  to  me 
then.  We  are  now  old  acquaintaooe,  and 
few  people  have  lived  so  much  and  ao  long 
with  less  cause  of  complaint  on  either  aid 
retrospection  of  this  is  very  pleasant,  and 
we  shall  never  think  on  ^ch  other  w 
kindness.** 

*'  Sept.  9.  —  I  could  not  answer  jtn 
before  this  day,  because  I  went  on  the 
Chatsworth,  and  did  not  come  back  till 
was  gone.  Many  words,  I  hope,  are  not  o 
between  you  and  me  to  convince  you  whi 
tude  is  excited  in  my  heart  by  the  cha 
liberality  and  your  kind  offices.  I  did  no 
expect  that  what  was  asked  by  the  6b 
would  have  been  refused';  but  since  it 
will  not  tell  that  any  thing  has  been  asl 
have  enclosed  a  letter  to  the  chancellor, 
when  you  have  read  it,  you  will  be  pleased 
with  a  head  or  other  general  seal,  and  conv 
him.  Had  I  sent  it  directlj  to  htm,  I 
have  seemed  to  overlook  the  favour  of  yon 

vention My  last  letter  told  you  of  my 

in  health,  which,  I  think,  in  the  whole  st 
tinues.  Of  the  hydropic  tumour  there  is  n 
little  appearance  :  the  asthma  is  much  less 
some,  and  seems  to  remit  something  day  al 
I  do  not  despair  of  supporting  an  En^Ii^ 
—  At  Chatsworth,  I  met  young  Mr.  Bur 
led  me  very  commodiously  into  conyexaati 
the  duke  and  duchess.  We  had  a  vei 
morning.     The  dinner  was  public.** 

«•  Sept.  18.  —  I  flattered  myself  that  tt 
would  have  given  me  a  letter  from  you,  b 
has  come.  Write  to  me  now  and  then,  hi 
your  next  to  Lichfield.  —  I  tbink,  and  1 1 
sure,  that  I  still  grow  better.  I  have  sometin 
nights,  but  am  still  in  my  legs  weak,  but  i 
mended,  that  I  go  to  Lichfield  in  hope  c 
able  to  pay  my  visits  on  foot,  for  there 
coaches.  —  I  have  three  letters  this  day,  i 
the  balloon  :  I  could  have  been  content  w 
Do  not  write  about  the  balloon,  wbateTer 
may  think  proper  to  say.** 

**  Oct.  2. —  I  am  always  proud  of  yom 
bation,  and  therefore  was  much  pleased  t 
liked  my  letter  [anti,  p.  781.].  When  yo 
it,  you  invaded  the  chancellor's  ri|^ht  rat 
mine. — The  refusal  I  did  not  expect,  Ira 
never  thought  much  about  it,  for  I  doubted 
the  chancellor  had  so  much  tenderness  fin- 
ask.  He,  being  keeper  of  the  king's  ooi 
ought  not  to  be  supposed  capable  of  an  ii 
petition.  —  All  is  not  gold  that  glitters,  as 
often  been  told ;  and  the  adage  is  Terified 
place  and  my  fistvour^;  but  if  what  happ< 
not  nukke  us  richer,  we  must  bid  tt  welcc 


lented  his  request  as  r^feeled,  thoogfa  in  tihe  iHttr  < 
of  November  he  savs  the  contrary.  PcrhaM  Um 
may  be,  that  Lord  Thurlow  hanianad  «t  tfaa  bom 
as  he  often  was,  on  bad  tenst  wfth  Mr.  Pttt,  la  wIm 
department  the  increase  of  a  pension  would  lw,« 

did  not  lilie  to  tptmk  to  him  on  the  aubiaet. Caoi 

*  Johnson  seems  to  have  ImsflMd,  as  Boavall 
the  obfection  was  from  tba  Kfaifc  widch  we  ksM 
not  the  fact  —  Caoaaa. 


^T.76. 
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makes  us  wiser.  —  I  do  not  at  present  grow  better, 
nor  much  worse.  My  hopes,  however,  are  some- 
what abated,  and  a  very  great  loss  is  the  loss  of 
hope ;  but  I  struggle  on  as  I  can.** 

[JOHNSON  TO  DR.  HEBERDEN 

*'  Lichfield,  I3tb  October,  1784. 

**  Though  I  doubt  not  but  Dr.  Brocklesby 
would  communicate  to  you  any  incident  in  the 
variation  of  my  health  which  appeared  either 
curious  or  important,  yet  I  think  it  time  to  give 
you  some  account  of  raysel£ 

**  Not  long  after  the  first  great  eflBux  of  the  water, 
I  attained  as  much  vigour  of  limbs  and  freedom  of 
breath,  that  without  rest  or  intermission,  I  went 
with  Dr.  Brocklesby  to  the  top  of  the  painters* 
Academy.  This  was  the  greatest  degree  of  health 
that  I  have  obtained,  and  this,  if  it  could  continue, 
were  perhaps  sufficient ;  but  my  breath  soon  failed, 
and  my  body  grew  weak. 

**  At  Oxford  (in  June)  I  was  much  distressed  by 
shortness  of  breath,  so  much  that  I  never  attempted 
to  scale  the  Library  :  the  water  gained  upon  me, 
but  by  the  use  of  squills  was  in  a  great  measure 
driven  away. 

**  In  July  I  went  to  LichBeld,  and  performed  the 
journey  with  very  little  fiitiguc  in  the  common 
Tcfaicle,  but  found  no  help  from  my  native  air.  I  then 
renK>Ted  to  Ashbourne,  in  Derbyshire,  where  for 
some  time  I  was  oppressed  very  heavily  by  the 
asthma ;  and  the  dropsy  had  advanced  so  fiu*,  that  I 
could  not  without  great  difficulty  button  me  at  my 
kneea.  •  •  • 

**  No  hydropical  humour  has  been  lately  visible. 
The  relaxation  of  my  breath  has  not  continued  as 
it  was  at  first,  but  neither  do  I  breathe  with  the 
same  amffiaiuB  and  distress  as  before  the  remission. 
The  summary  of  my  state  is  this : 

**  I  am  deprived,  by  weakness  and  the  asthma, 
of  the  power  of  walking  beyond  a  very  short 
space. 

**  1  draw  my  breath  with  difficulty  upon  the 
least  effort,  but  not  with  suffocation  or  pain. 

**  The  dropsy  still  threatens,  but  gives  way  to 
medicine. 

**  The  summer  has  passed  without  giving  me  any 
strength. 

**My  appetite  is,  I  think,  less  keen  than  it  was, 
but  not  so  abated  as  that  its  decline  can  be  observed 
by  any  but  myself 

**  Be  pleased  to  think  on  me  sometimes.     I  am, 
%>,  your  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 
—  MS.  "Sam.  JoHNsow."] 

JOHNSON  TO  JOHN  NICHOLS.' 

-  Lichfield,  Oct.  90. 
**  When  you  were  here,  you  were  pleased,  as  I 
am  told,  to  think  my  absoice  an  inconvenience.     I 


>  CoauBimkated  to  m«  by  Dr.  Heberden,  Jun.  —  Crokkb. 
**  Dr.  JoboMn  bring  asked  in  hit  last  illneat  what  physician 
ha  had  sent  for  —  '  Dr.  Heberden,*  replied   he,  *  ultimus 


1  —  the  last  of   our   learned  phyti 

NickoU's  Ate.  voL  vi.  S9B Masklamd.    I  do  not  beliere 

tkto  aoccdole.  Mr.  Nichols  does  not  give  any  authority,  nor 
Is  it  itatad  to  whom  nor  when  exactly  Kwaa  said;  and  I  can- 
mi  think  that  Johnson  could  have  that  intuited  the  other 
asslasnt  medical  frlendi  who  crowded  to  hit  bedside,  whom  he 
■ratafUly  called  hii  **  benefactors,"  and  particularly  the 
fasmsil  as  well  as  gancrous  Brocklmby.  _  Croxbr.  1847. 
•  TUs  vsrjr  respectable  man,  who  oootributed  so  largely  to 


should  certainly  have  been  very  glad  to  give  so 
skilful  a  lover  of  antiquities  any  information  about 
my  native  place,  of  which,  however,  I  know  not 
much,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that  not  much  is 
known.  —  Though  I  have  not  given  you  any 
amusement,  I  have  received  amusement  from  you. 
At  Ashbourne,  where  I  had  very  little  company,  I 
had  the  luck  to  borrow  '  Mr.  Bowyer's  Life ;  *  a 
book  so  fiill  of  contemporary  history,  that  a  literary 
man  must  find  some  of  bis  old  friends.  •  I  thought 
that  I  could,  now  and  then,  have  told  you  some 
hints  worth  your  notice ;  and  perhaps  we  may  talk 
a  life  over.  I  hope  we  shall  be  much  together; 
you  must  now  be  to  me  what  you  were  before,  and 
what  dear  Mr.  Allen  was  besides.  He  was  taken 
unexpectedly  away;  but  I  think  he  was  a  very  good 
man.  —  I  have  made  little  progress  in  recovery. 
I  am  very  weak  and  very  sleepless ;  but  I  live  on 
and  hope." 

[JOHNSON  TO  HAWKINS. 

"  Lichfield,  7tb  November.  1784. 

**  I  am  relapsing  into  the  dropsy  very  &st,  and 
shall  make  such  haste  to  town  that  it  will  be  useless 
to  write  to  me ;  but  when  I  come,  let  me  have  the 
benefit  of  your  advice,  and  the  consolation  of  your 
company."] 
—  Zt/e. 

This  varioiM  mass  of  correspondence,  which 
I  have  thus  brought  together,  is  valuable,  both 
as  an  addition  to  the  store  which  the  public 
already  has  of  Johnson's  writings,  and  as  exhi- 
biting a  genuine  and  noble  specimen  of  vigour 
and  vivacity  of  mind,  which  neither  age  nor 
sickness  could  impair  or  diminish. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  his  writing  in 
everj  way,  whether  for  the  public  or  privately 
to  his  friends,  was  by  fits  and  starts ;  for  we 
see  frequently  that  many  letters  are  written 
on  the  same  day.  When  he  had  once  over- 
come his  aversion  to  begin,  he  was,  I  suppose, 
desirous  to  go  on,  in  order  to  relieve  his  mind 
from  the  uneasy  reflection  of  delaying  what  he 
ouffht  to  do. 

While  in  the  country,  notwithstanding  the 
accumulation  of  illness  which  he  endured,  his 
mind  did  not  lose  its  powers.  He  translated 
an  ode  of  Horace  Rib.  iv.  ode  vii.],  which  is 
printed  in  his  works,  and  composed  several 
prayers.  I  shall  insert  one  of  tnem,  which  is 
so  wise  and  energetic,  so  philosophical  and  so 
pious,  that  I  doubt  not  of  its  affording  consola- 
tion to  many  a  sincere  Christian,  when  in  a 
state  of  mind  to  which  I  believe  the  best  are 
sometunes  liable. 

**  Againti  inquisitive  and  perpUxing  Thoughts. 

**  O  Lord,  my  maker  and  protector,  who  hast 


the  literary  and  topographical  history  of  bis  country,  died  in 
1826,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eightytwo.  "  His  long  life." 
as  his  friend  and  biographer,  Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers,  has 
truly  obserred.  "  was  •pent  in  the  promotion  of  useful  know, 
ledge."  The  Life  uf  Bowyer,  to  which  Johnaoo  refers,  was 
republished  in  181S-15,  with  large  additions,  in  nine  vols. 
8vo.,  under  the  title  of  **  Literary  Anecdotes  of  the  High- 
teenth  Century."  It  is  a  storehouse  of  iacts  and  dates,  and 
every  man  interested  in  literary  bionmphy  roust  own  the 
vast  obligations  which  are  due  to  its  indefatigable  compiler. 
—  MAaKLAMD.  The  last  six  rolumes  are  of  comparatively 
little  value  for  want  of  an  index.  _  Cimlbb,  1847. 
3b  3 
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graciously- sent  hie  into  this  world  to  work  out  my 
salvation,  enable  me  to  drive  from  roe  all  such 
unquiet  and  perplexing  thoughts  as  may  mislead 
or  hinder  me  in  the  practice  of  those  duties  which 
thou  hast  required.  When  I  behold  the  works  of 
thy  hands,  and  consider  the  course  of  thy  pro- 
vidence, give  me  grace  always  to  remember  that 
thy  thoughts  are  not  my  thoughts,  nor  thy  ways 
my  ways.  And  while  it  shall  please  thee  to  con- 
tinue me  in  this  world,  where  much  is  to  be  done 
and  little  to  be  known,  teach  me,  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  to  withdraw  my  mind  from  unprofitable 
and  dangerous  inquiries,  from  difficulties  vainly 
curious,  and  doubts  impossible  to  be  solved.  Let 
me  rejoice  in  the  light  which  thou  hast  imparted ; 
let  roe  serve  thee  with  active  seal  and  humble  con- 
fidence, and  wait  with  patient  expectation  for  the 
time  in  which  the  soul  which  thou  receivest  shall 
be  satisfied  with  knowledge.  Grant  this,  O  Lord, 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Amen." 

And  here  I  am  enabled  fully  to  refute  a 
very  unjust  reflection,  by  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
botn  a^inst  Dr.  Johnson  and  his  faithful  ser- 
vant Mr.  Francis  Barber ;  as  if  both  of  them 
had  been  guilty  of  culpable  neglect  towards  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Heely,  whom  Sir  John 
chooses  to  call  a  relation  of  Dr.  Johnson's. 
The  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Heely  was  not  his  rela- 
tion :  he  had  indeed  been  married  to  one  of 
his  cousins,  but  she  had  died  without  having 
children,  and  he  had  married  another  woman ; 
so  that  even  the  slight  connection  which  there 
once  had  been  by  alliance  was  dissolved.  Dr. 
Johnson,  who  had  shown  very  great  liberality 
to  this  man  while  his  first  wife  was  alive,  as 
has  appeared  in  a  former  part  of  this  work 
[p.  183.],  was  humane  and  charitable  enough  to 
continue  his  bounty  to  him  occasionally ;  but 
surely  there  was  no  strong  call  of  duty  upon 
him  or  upon  his  legatee  to  <io  more.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  obligingly  comraunicnted  to  me 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Stranan,  will  confirm  what  I 
have  stated :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  HEELY, 
No.  5.  in  P^Streett  Wutmintter. 

"  Ashbourne.  Aug.  12.  1784. 
**  Sir,  —  As  necessity  obliges  you  to  call  so  soon 
again  upon  me,  you  should  at  least  have  told  the 
smallest  sum  that  will  supply  your  present  want  : 
you  cannot  suppose  that  I  have  much  to  spare. 
Two  guineas  is  as  much  as  you  ought  to  be  behind 
with  your  creditor.  If  you  wait  on  Mr.  Slrahan, 
in  New-Street,  Fetter- I^ne,  or,  in  his  absence,  on 
Mr.  Andrew  Strahan,  show  this,  by  which  they  are 
entreated  to  advance  you  two  guineas,  and  to  keep 
this  as  a  voucher.  I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 
"  Sah.  Johnson." 


Indeed  it  is  very  necessary  to  keep  in  mi 
that  Sir  John  Hawkins  has  unaccountal 
viewed  Johnson*s  character  and  conduct 
almost  everv  particular  with  an  unhappj  p 
judice.  I  shall  add  one  instance  onlj  to  tn 
which  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me 
point  out.  Talking  of  Mr.  Garrick's  havi 
signified  his  willingness  to  let  Johnson  hi 
the  loan  of  any  of  his  bodks  to  assist  h 
in  his  edition  of  Shakspeare,  Sir  John  si 
(p.  444.),  "  Mr.  Garrick  knew  not  what  li 
he  ran  bv  this  ofl!cr.  Johnson  had  so  stran 
a  forgetmlness  of  obligations  of  this  sort,  tl 
few  who  lent  him  books  ever  saw  them  asau 
This  surely  conveys  a  most  unfiETOunJue  i 
sinuation,  and  has  been  so  understood.'  ( 
John  mentions  the  single  case  of  a  cnrio 
edition  of  Folitian,  whidi  he  tells  us  appear 
to  belong  to  Pembroke  College,  which  pr 
bably  has  been  considered  by  Johnson  ai  1 
own  for  upwards  of  fifty  years.  Would  it  n 
be  fairer  to  consider  this  as  an  inadvertOK 
and  draw  no  general  inference  P  The  truth 
that  Johnson  was  so  attentive,  that  in  one 
his  manuscripts  in  my  possession  he  has  maiki 
in  two  columns  books  borrowed  and  boo 
lent 

In  Sir  John  Hawkinses  compilation  the 
are,  however,  some  passages  concerning  Jok 
son  which  have  unquestionable  merit.  One 
them  I  shall  transcribe,  in  iustice  to  a  writ 
whom  I  have  had  too  much  occasion  to  ee 
sure,  and  to  show  my  fairness  as  the  biograpfa 
of  my  illustrious  friend :  ^  There  was  wantii 
in  his  conduct  and  behaviour  that  digni 
which  results  from  a  r^ular  and  orderly  coni 
of  action,  and  by  an  urresistible  power  ooa 
mands  esteem.  He  could  not  be  said  to  be 
staid  man,  nor  so  to  have  adjusted  in  hb  nui 
the  balance  of  reason  and  passion,  as  to  gi^ 
occasion  to  say,  what  may  be  observed,  of  sm 
men,  that  all  they  do  is  just,  fit,  and  luhl 
Yet  a  judicious  friend  well  suggests,  **  It  wSgl 
however,  have  been  added,  that  such  men  a 
often  merely  just,  and  rigidly  correct,  wU 
their  hearts  arc  cold  and  unfeeline :  and  th 
Johnson's  virtues  were  of  a  much  nigher  toi 
than  those  of  the  daid  orderfy  max  here  d 
scribed." 

We  now  behold  Johnson  for  the  last  time 
his  native  city,  for  which  he  ever  retamed 
warm  affection,  and  which  by  a  sudden  apo 
trophe,  under  the  word  Lickt  he  intnNliM 
witn  reverence  into  his  immortal  work,  **  T 
English  Dictionary  :  **  —  ^  Salve  fnagmi  n 
r«M.'"«  While  here,  he  felt  a  revival  of  i 
the  tenderness  of  filial  affection,  an  instanoe 
which  appeared  in  his   ordering  the  gn? 


>  Thii  furely  it  over-Mated.    There  are  many  proofs  that  -  Mr.  SimpMM  has  now  before  htm  ■  neoid  oT  lh>  MP 

Johnton  wai  ■loTenlr  in  Bach  matter*,  but  no  one  ever  and  venaratloo  which  tho  corpwUoo  of  I  IrbfciH  Ml 

rhouKht  it  an  imputation  of  lo  grave  a  nature  ai  BoiweU  here  rear  17S7,  had  for  the  merit!  and  iewnfai*  oT  Dr  MMi 

raoretenu  it — CaoKia.  His  flUher  built  the  comer  booae  hi  ikmumXitStk\ 

*  The  Toliowing  drcumttance,  rantuallir  to  the  honour  of  i  two  tmoU  of  which,  towards    Mjirkat  aad  BraS^wl 

Johnaon  and  the  corporation  of  hit  native  ^ty,  ha*  been  Street,  itond  upon  waite  land  of  tba  rnniiMliM-  aada 

communicated  to  me  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vyio  fn>m  the  town  forty  years'  lease,  which  was  then  mdndT^OB  the  HA 

clerk:—  August,  17G7,  at  a comiDon.baU of  thaT   —       
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both  visited  and  corresponded  with  him  since 
Dr.  Johnson's  death,  and  by  my  inquiries  con- 
cerning a  great  variety  of  particulars,  have 
obtained  additional  information.  I  followed 
the  same  mode  with  the  Reverend  Dr.  Taylor, 
in  whose  presence  I  wrote  down  a  good  deal  of 
what  he  could  tell;  and  he,  at  my  request, 
signed  his  name,  to  give  it  authenticity.  It  is 
very  rare  to  find  any  person  who  is  able  to 
give  a  distinct  account  of  the  life  even  of  one 
whom  he  has  known  intimately,  without  ques- 
tions being  put  to  them.  My  friend  Dr. 
Kippis  has  told  me,  that  on  this  account  it  is  a 
practice  with  him  to  draw  out  a  biographical 
catechism. 

Johnson  then  proceeded  to  Oxford,  where 
he  was  again  kindly  received  by  Dr.  Adams  ', 
who  was  pleased  to  give  me  the  following 
account  in  one  of  his  letters  (Feb.  17th, 
1785):  — 

M  His  last  Tisit  was,  I  believe,  to  nay  house, 
which  he  left,  after  a  stay  of  four  or  five  days.  We 
had  much  serious  talk  together,  for  which  I  ought 
to  be  the  better  as  long  as  I  live.  You  will  re- 
member some  discourse  which  we  had  in  the  sum- 
mer upon  the  subject  of  prayer,  and  the  difficulty 
of  this  sort  of  composition.  He  reminded  me  of 
this,  and  of  my  having  wbhed  him  to  try  his  hand, 
and  to  give  us  a  specimen  of  his  style  and  manner 


1  This  amisble  and  excellent  man  aurvived  Dr.  Johiuon 
about  Tuur  year*,  having  died  in  January,  1789,  at  Gloucetler, 
aged  82.  A  very  just  character  of  Dr.  Adams  may  be  found 
in  the  Gent.  Mag.  tor  1789,  vol.  lis.  p.  214.  —  Malonb. 

s  It  appears,  however,  that  in  the  interval  between  these 
two  visits  to  Oxford,  and  indeed  within  a  few  days  of  the 
last,  Johnson  had  made  some  preparatory  notes  towards  this 
purpose.  In  Mr.  Anderdon's  MSS.  I  found  the  following 
notes : — 

"  Pbbcbs. 

" Against  the  incursion  of  evil  thoughts. 

** Repenunce  and  pardon.  —  Laud. 

" In  disease. 

"  •—  On  the  loss  of  friends  —  by  death ;   by  his  own 

fault  or  friend's. 
"  '—  On  the  unexpected  notice  of  the  death  of  others. 


"  Prayer  generally  recommendatory  j 

"  To  understand  their  prayers ; 

"  Under  dread  of  death ; 

"  Prayer  commonly  considered  as  a  sUted  and  temporary 

duty —performed  and  forgotten  —  without  any  effect 

on  the  following  dar. 
"  Prayer  —  a  tow.  —  Taylor. 


"  Scepticism  cadskd  bt 

Indifference  about  opinions. 
Supposition  that  things  disputed  are  disputable. 
Demand  of  unsuitable  evidence. 
False  judgment  of  evidence. 
Complaint  of  the  obscurity  of  Scripture. 
Contempt  of  fathers  and  of  authority. 
Absurd  method  of  learning  objections  Srst. 
Study  not  for  truth,  but  vauity. 
Sensuality  and  a  vicious  life. 
False  honour,  false  shame. 
Omission  of  prayer  and  religious  exercises. 
Oet.3\.  1784." 


The  first  part  of  these  notes  seems  to  l>e  a  claasiflcation  of 
prayers ;  the  two  latter,  hints  for  the  dttamrte  on  prayer 
which  he  intended  to  prefix.  The  chief  value  of  this  sketch 
is  as  an  additional  proof  that  the  prayers  published  by  Dr. 
Strahan  was  not  the  methodised  system  of  prayers  whicn  Dr. 
Adams  and  Johnson  had  talked  of.  and  for  which.  It  seems, 
he  had  made  the  foregoing  preparatory  scheme.  —  Caoaxa. 

>  There  are  some  errors  in  the  foregoing  statement  relative 


that  he  approved.  He  added  that  be  was  mm 
a  right  frame  of  mind ;  and  as  he  ootiid  not  post 
employ  his  time  better,  he  would  in  earnest 
about  it  But  I  find  upon  inquiry  that  no  pap 
of  this  sort  were  left  behind  him,  except  a  i 
short  ejaculatory  forms  stiitable  to  his  pica 
situation."' 

Dr.  Adams  had  not  then  received  accur 
information  on  this  subject :  for  it  has  sii 
appeared  that  various  prayers  had  been  co 
posed  by  him  at  different  periods,  which,  inti 
mingled  with  pious  resolutions  and  some  d» 
notes  of  his  life,  were  entitled  by  him  "  Pray< 
and  Meditations,*'  and  have,  in  pursuance 
his  earnest  requisition,  in  the  hopes  of  doi 
good,  been  published,  with  a  juaicious  wc 
written  preface,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Strah 
to  whom  he  delivered  them.  This  admiral 
collection,  to  which  I  have  frequently  refen 
in  the  course  of  this  work,  evinces,  beyond 
his  compositions  for  the  public,  and  all  1 
eulogies  of  his  friends  and  lulmirers,  the  dna 
virtue  and  piety  of  Johnson.  It  proves  w 
unquestionaole  authenticity,  that,  amidst 
his  constitutional  infirmities,  his  eameatneai 
conform  his  practice  to  the  preo^ta  of  Chi 
tianity  was  unceasing,  and  Uiat  he  haiUtus 
endeavoured  to  refer  every  transaction  <tf 
life  to  the  will  of  the  Supreme  Being.^ 


to  the  Prajfer$  and  Meditatkms,  which, cooakferte 

effect  of  that  publication  on  Dr.  Johnaon'a  character. 
Bos  well's  lealous  claims  to  accuracy  in  all  such  nattert — 
rather  strange.  Indeed,  it  seems  aa  if  Boaw^l  h^  i 
either  too  hastily,  or  not  at  at/,  the  preface  to  Dr.  SCraki 
book.  In  the  first  place,  the  eotieetiom  was  not  made,  as 
Boswell  seems  to  suppose,  by  Dr.  Jokmtom  hlmaelf;  aor 
he  give  it  the  designation  of  **  ProgMTt  and  MedOmimm 
nor  do  the  original  papers  bear  any  appearance  of  bcteg 
tended  for  the  press  ^ouite  the  contrary  !  Dr.  Suahaa'si 
face  is  not  so  clear  on  tnis  point  as  it  ought  to  have  bees ; 
even  flrom  it  we  learn  that  whatever  JohncoD*aff«<v«AHBfi 
have  been,  as  to  revising  and  coilectins  for  publicattoii  Ui« 
prayers,  or  (as  the  extract  Just  quoted  rather  proves)  tarn 
mg  a sjfttem  t^praifer  ;  he  in  fact  did  nothinc of  the  kiad: 
at  most  placed  (inter  moriendum)  a  conAurd  niaaa  of  bm« 
Dr.  Strahan 's  hands  ;  and  from  the  inapectioo  of  the  vm 
themselves  it  is  quite  evident  that  Dr.  Strahan  thouaht  an 
to  weave  into  one  work  materials  that  were  never  intf-MM 
come  together,  and  were  not  and  never  could  have  been 
tended  for  publication.  This  consideratton  fa  teportaat. 
cause  (as  has  been  before  obaerved,  but  cannotbeiood 
repeated)  the  Dray«rf  ar«  mixed  up  with  noctcea  and  ■■ 
randa  of  Dr.  Johnson's  conduct  and  thoiarhta  fcalled  i 
Strahan,  "  Meditations  ").  which  _  aflfectfaf  and 
thpy  may  be  when  read  as  the  secret  cfRisions  of  a  i 
conscience— would  have  a  very  different  character  if  tl 
could  be  supposed  to  be  left  benlnd  htm  oatentatiouslr  a 
pared  for  publication.  Mr.  Coortenay  In  hia  **  Rewitm 
Dr.  Jokn$on't  character,"  plainly  expreaaed  hia  ««tbi4M 
Dr.  Strahan's  sUtement,  and  the  following  letter  tnm  1 
Adams  to  ^^e  Gentiemsn's  Uagmimt  su&ienUy  t»lki 
h»$  opinion  of  the  publicatlra. 

"  Oxford,  ttd  Oct.  I7H 
"  Ma.  TJRBAti,  —  In  your  last  raonth*a  nrvfew  of  tiooks.  i 
have  asserted,  that  the  puhlicatlon  of  Dr.  Johnaon'a  *Piot 
and  Meditations*  appears  to  have  been  at  the  IsiatMiee  of] 
Adams,  Master  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxfivrd.  Thia.  I  tftb 
is  more  than  you  are  warranted  oj  the  editor's 
say ;  and  is  so  fkr  from  being  true,  that  Dr. 
saw  a  line  of  these  compodtioos 


print,  nor  ever  heard  from  Dr. 

anff  fuch  existed.    Had  he  t  

tion,  he  would  certainly  have  givea  bit  voice 
he  therefbre  hopes  that  you  wUl  clear  hia 
manner  as  you  can,  from  being  any 

^  Wk  Anans.''^ 
Dr.  Strahan's  conduct  In  this  whole 


MMh 
it:  a 
mMm 


have  been  disingenuous  and  even  cvIiMikle  in  the  fcJtlH 
degree — Caoan.  ^' 
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He  arrived  in  London  on  the  16th  of  No- 
▼ember,  and  next  day  sent  to  Dr.  Bumej  the 
following  note,  which  I  insert  as  the  last  token 
of  his  remembrance  of  that  ingenious  and 
amiable  man,  and  as  another  of  the  manj 
proofs  of  the  tenderness  and  benignity  of  his 
neart: — 

**  Mr.  Johnson*  who  came  home  last  night,  sends 
hb  respects  to  dear  Dr.  Bumey  and  all  the  dear 
Bumeys,  little  and  great" 

JOHNSON  TO  HECTOR, 
/»  Birmingham, 

"  London,  Nov.  17. 1784. 
**  Daxa  Sia,  —  I  did  not  reach  Oxford  until 
Friday  morning,  and  then  I  sent  Francis  to  see  the 
balloon  fly,  but  could  not  go  mysel£  I  staid  at 
Oxford  till  Tuesday,  and  then  came  in  the  common 
vehicle  easily  to  London.  I  am  as  I  was,  and 
baring  seen  Dr.  Brocklesby,  am  to  ply  the  squills: 
but,  whaterer  be  their  efficacy,  this  world  must 
wxm  pass  away.  Let  us  think  seriously  on  our 
duty.  I  send  my  kindest  respects  to  dear  Mrs. 
Careless :  let  me  have  the  prayers  of  both.  We 
have  all  lived  long,  and  must  soon  part  God  hare 
mercy  on  us,  for  the  sake  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ     Amen.     I  am,  &c.,      Sam.  Johnsox." 

His  correspondence  with  roe,  after  his  letter 
on  the  subject  of  my  settling  in  London,  shall 
now,  so  far  as  is  proper,  be  produced  in  one 
aeries.  July  26.  nc  wrote  to  me  from  Ash- 
bourne:— 

**  On  the  14th,  I  came  to  Lichfleld,  and  found 
evoy  body  glad  enough  to  see  me.  On  the  20th 
I  eame  hither,  and  found  a  houw  half-built,  of  rery 
uneumlbrtable  appearance  ;  but  my  own  room  has 
not  been  altered.  That  a  man  worn  with  diseases, 
in  his  serenty.second  or  third  year,  should  con- 
demn part  of  his  remaining  life  to  pass  among 
ruins  and  rubbish,  and  that  no  inconsiderable  part 
appears  to  me  very  strange.  I  know  that  your 
kindness  makes  you  impatient  to  know  the  state  of 
my  health,  in  which  I  cannot  boast  of  much  im- 
provement I  came  through  the  journey  without 
much  inconvenience,  but  when  1  attempt  self- 
motion  I  find  my  legs  weak,  and  my  breath  very 
short :  this  day  I  have  been  much  disordered.  I 
have  no  company  ;  the  doctor  [Taylor]  is  busy  in 
hia  fields,  and  goes  to  bed  at  nine,  and  his  whole 
system  is  so  diflfercnt  from  mine,  that  we  seem 
formed  for  different  elements ;  1  have,  therefore, 
all  my  amusement  to  seek  within  myself" 

Having  written  to  him  in  bad  spirits  a  letter 
filled  with  dejection  and  fretfulness ',  and  at 
the  same  time  expressing  anxious  apprehensions 
concerning  him,  on  account  of  a  dream  which 
had  disturbed  me ;  his  answer  was  chiefly  in 
terms  of  reproach,  for  a  supposed  charge  of 
"  affectinff  discontent,  and  indulging  the  vanity 
of  complamt.*"    It,  however,  proceeded :  — 


1  Dr.  Johnson  and  others  of  Mr.  Botweir*  friends  used  to 
tfsbeUeveand  therefore  ridicule  his  mental  Inquietudes— that 
"JemmifBMweU"  should  be  afflicted  with  muUmckoly,  was 
what  none  of  his  acquaintance  could  imagine ;  and  as  he 
isasBwi  sometiroes  to  make  a  parade  of  these  miseries,  they 
Cboaght  he  was  aping  Dr.  Johnson,  who  was  admitted  to  he 


**  Write  to  me  often,  and  write  like  a  man.  I 
consider  your  fidelity  and  tenderness  as  a  great 
part  of  the  comforts  which  are  yet  left  me,  and 
sincerely  wish  we  could  be  nearer  to  each  other. 
•  *  •  My  dear  friend,  life  is  very  short 
and  very  uncertain ;  let  us  spend  it  as  well  as  we 
can.  My  worthy  neighbour,  Allen,  is  dead.  Love 
me  as  well  as  you  can.  Pay  my  respects  to  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell.  Nothing  ailed  me  at  that  time ; 
let  your  superstition  at  last  have  an  end." 

Feeling  very  soon  that  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  written  might  hurt  me,  he,  two  days 
afterwards  (July  28.),  wrote  to  me  again, 
giving  me  an  account  of  his  sufferings ;  after 
which  he  thus  proceeds :  — 

**  Before  this  letter  you  will  have  had  one  which 
I  hope  you  will  not  uke  amiss ;  for  it  contains 
only  truth,  and  that  truth  kindly  intended.  Spur- 
tam  quam  nadus  et  oma  ;  make  the  most  and  best 
of  your  lot  and  compare  jourself  not  with  the 
few  that  are  above  you,  but  with  the  multitudes 
which  are  below  you.  Go  steadily  forwards  with 
lawful  business  or  honest  diversions.  '  Be,'  as 
Temple  says  of  the  Dutchmen,  *  well  when  you  are 
not  ill,  and  pleased  when  you  are  not  angry.'  This 
may  seem  but  an  ill  return  for  your  tenderness ; 
bi|t  I  mean  it  well,  for  I  love  you  with  great 
ardour  and  sincerity.  Pay  my  respects  to  dear 
Mrs.  Boswell,  and  teach  the  young  ones  to  love 
me." 

I  unfortunately  was  so  much  indisposed 
during  a  considerable  part  of  the  year,  tnat  it 
was  not,  or  at  least  I  tnought  it  was  not,  in  my 
power  to  write  to  my  illustrious  friend  as  for- 
merly, or  without  expressing  such  complaints 
OS  offended  him.  Having  conjured  him  not  to 
do  me  the  injustice  of  charging  me  with  affec- 
tation, I  was  with  much  regret  long  silent. 
His  last  letter  to  me  then  came,  and  affected 
me  very  tenderly :  — 

JOHNSON  TO  BOSWELL. 

"  LichSeld,  Not.  ft.  17M. 
**  Dear  Sir, —  I  have  this  summer  sometimes 
amended,  and  sometimes  relapsed,  but,  upon  the 
whole,  have  lost  ground  very  much.  My  legs  are 
extremely  weak,  and  my  breath  very  short,  and  the 
water  is  now  increasing  upon  me.  In  this  un- 
comfortable state  your  letters  used  to  relieve ;  what 
ia  the  reason  that  I  have  them  no  longer  ?  Are 
you  sick,  or  are  you  sullen  ?  Whatever  be  the 
reason,  if  it  be  less  than  necessity,  drive  it  away ; 
and  of  the  short  life  that  we  have,  make  the  best 
use  for  yourself  and  for  your  friends.  •  •  •  I  am 
sometimes  afraid  that  your  omission  to  write  has 
some  real  cause,  and  shall  be  glad  to  know  that 
you  are  not  sick,  and  that  nothing  ill  has  befallen 
dear  Mrs.  Boswell,  or  any  of  your  family.  I  am, 
&c.,  Sam.  Johnson." 


really  a  suflbrcr,  though  ke  endeavoured  to  conceal  it.  But 
after  all,  there  can  l>e  no  doubt  that  Boswell  was  liable  to 
great  inequalities  of  spirits,  which  will  account  for  many  of 
the  peculiarities  of  bis  character,  and  should  induce  ut  to 
pity  what  his  contemporaries  laugiied  at.  —  Crorkr. 


794 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


171 


Yet  it  was  not  a  little  painful  to  me  to  find 
that  in  a  paragraph  of  this  letter,  which  I  have 
onutted,  he  stiU  perseyered  in  arraigning  me  as 
before,  which  was  strange  in  him  who  nad  so 
much  experience  of  what  I  suffered.  I,  how- 
ever, wrote  to  him  two  as  kind  letters  as  I 
could ;  the  last  of  which  came  too  late  to  be 
read  bj  him,  for  his  illness  increased  more 
rapidly  upon  him  than  I  had  apprehended ;  but 
I  had  the  consolation  of  being  informed  that 
he  spoke  of  me  on  his  death-bed  with  affection, 
and  I  look  forward  with  humble  hope  of  re- 
newing  our  friendship  in  a  better  world. 

I  now  relieve  the  readers  of  this  work  from 
any  farther  personal  notice  of  its  author ;  who, 
if  be  should  be  thought  to  have  obtruded  him- 
self too  much  upon  their  attention,  requests 
them  to  consider  the  peculiar  plan  of  his  bio- 
graphical undertaking. 

Soon  afler  Johnson's  return  to  the  metro- 
polis, both  the  asthma  and  dropsy  became  more 
violent  and  distressful.  He  had  for  some  time 
kept  a  journal  in  Latin  of  the  state  of 
his  illness,  and  the  remedies  which  he  used, 
under  the  title  of  JEgri  Ephemerisy  which  he 
began  on  the  6th  of  July,  but  continued  it  no 
longer  than  the  8th  of  JS'ovember ;  finding,  I 
suppose,  that  it  was  a  mournful  and  unavail- 
ing register.  It  is  in  ray  possession ;  and  is 
written  with  great  care  and  accuracy. 

Still  his  love  of  literature  *  did  not  fail.  A 
very  few  days  before  his  death  he  transmitted 
to  his  friend,  Mr.  John  Nichols,  a  list  of  the 
authors  of  the  Universal  History,  mentionmg 
their  several  shares  in  that  work. '  It  has,  ac- 
cording to  his  direction,  been  deposited  in  the 
British  Museum,  and  is  printed  m  the  Grentle- 
man*8  Magazine  for  December,  1784. 

As  the  letter  accompanying  this  list  (which 
fuUy  supports  the  above  observation)  was 
written  but  a  week  before  Dr.  Johnson's  death, 
liie  reader  may  not  be  displeased  to  find  it  here 
preserved:  — 

JOHNSON  TO  NICHOL& 

"  December  6. 17S4. 
*<  The  late  learned  Mr.  Swinton,  having  one  day 
remarked  that  one  man,  meaning,  I  suppose,  no 


1  It  i«  trulfwooderful  to  consider  the  extent  and  conttancj 
of  Johnion*s  Ktermrr  ardour,  notwithstanding  the  melancholy 
which  clouded  and  embittered  hU  existence.  Besides  the 
numerous  and  various  worlu  which  he  executed,  he  had,  at 
different  times,  formed  schemes  of  a  great  many  more,of  which 


the  following  catalogue  [see  Appendix]  was  given  by  him  to 
...  ....  ^pjpj,,  »     ■-  '-  - 

Dr.  Johnson  himself,  Intitled  *'  DBSiom,'*  and  U  written  in  a 


Dv  nim  to 

Mr.  Langton,  and  by  that  gentleman  prMentedto  his  Mj^esty. 

%  as  Mr.  Boswell  calls  it.  Is,  by 


—  BotWBLL.    This  ctttalo 


few  pages  of  a  small  duodecimo  note-book  bound  in  rough 
calf.    It  seems,  from  the  hand,  that  It  was  written  early  in 


life :  from  the  marginal  dates  it  appears  that  some  portions 

In  the  first  page    * 
volume,  his  late   Mi^ecty  King  George  III.  wrote  with  his 


In  1753  and  1753. 


of  this  Uule 


Samtmet  Jokn- 
16th, 


n  hand :  —  "  Orfgimai  MamucripU  of  Dr.  Sammei « 

I.  mretnUed  Ay  hi$  friend^ lAou^xm^  Etq.  April 

17M.    <?.i?."_t;aoK«E. 

*  History  of  theRonaoi:  by  Mr.  Bower.— .BoawxLL.— 
Bishop  Warburton,  in  a  letter  to  Jortin.  In  1749.  speaks  with 
great  contempt  of  this  work  as  '*  miserable  trash,**  and  **  the 
Infamous  rhapsody  called  the  Universal  History.*'  Kick, 
Anee.  vol.  11.  p.  ITt.  Bat  Mr.  Gibbon's  more  Csmorable 
opinion  of  this  work  will,  as  Mr.  Markland  observes,  claim 


man  but  himself^  eotdd  aasign  all  the  psiti  of 
Ancient  Universal  History  to  their  proper  autbc 
at  the  request  of  Sir  Robert  Chiamben»  or 
myself,  gave  the  account  which  I  now  transmit 
you  in  his  own  band ;  being  willing  that  of 
great  a  work  the  history  should  be  known,  and  tl 
each  writer  should  receive  his  due  proportioo 
praise  firom  posterity. 

**  I  recommend  to  you  to  preserve  this  scrap 
literary  intelligence  in  Mr.  Swinton's  own  hand, 
to  deposit  it  in  the  Museum,  that  the  veracity 
this  account  may  never  be  doubted.  I  am,  S 
your  most  bumble  servant.  Sax.  Johnsov.' 

Mr.  [Swinton.] 


The  History  of  the 
Carthaginians. 
Numidians. 
Mauritanians. 
Gaetulians. 
Garanumthes. 
Melano  Gaetulians. 
Nigritae. 


The  Hutory  of  the 
Cyrenaica. 
Marmarica. 
lUgio  Sjrtica. 
Turks,  Tartars,  a 

Moguls. 
Indiana. 
Chinese. 


Dissertation  on  the  Peopling  of  America. 

— ^— Independency  of  the  AnI 

The  Cosmogony,  and  a  small  part  of  the  HJalo 
immediately  following ;  by  Mr.  Sale. 

To  the  birth  of  Abraham ;  chiefly  by  Mr.  Sh 
vock. 

History  of  the  Jews,  Gaula^  and  SpanianiB; 
Mr.  Psalmanaxar. 

Xenoplion's  Retreat ;  by  the  same. 

History  of  the  Persians  and  the  Constantioof 
litan  Empire;  by  Dr.  CampbelL 

History  of  the  Romans ;  by  Mr.  Bower. 

During  his  sleepless  niehts  he  •vnnffHI  ha 
self  by  translating  into  Latin  rerse,  from  i 
Greek,  many  of  the  epipams  in  the  "Aniib 
logia.**  These  translations,  with  some  otk 
poems  by  him  in  Latm,  he  gave  to  his  fria 
Mr.  Langton,  who,  having  added  a  few  not* 
sold  them  to  the  booksdlers  for  a  small  m 
to  be  given  to  some  of  John8o&*s  relatioi 
which  was  accordingly  done;  and  they  ■ 
printed  in  the  collection  of  his  woriks. 

A  very  erroneoos  notion  had  circiilaied 
to  Johnson*s  deficiency  in  the  knowledge  oft 
Greek  language,  partly  owing  to  the  modest 
with  which,  from  Knowing  how  much  there  m 


as  much  attention  as  the  **  daereet  **  of 
not  Improperly  been  termed  bj  the  former '-  uie  dieiacari 
tjrant  of  the  worid  of  literatures  **  Gibbon  aiirals  of  I 
**  excellence  of  the  first  part  of  the  Univeraal  HtsMrv 
generaUy  admitted."  The  History  of  th*  MarfiliMitaii? 
also  observes, "  is  executed  with  much  cnadhloa,  tastai.  a 
Judgment.  This  history  would  be  Invalualkia  weiw  tf 
paru  of  the  same  merit"—  MiteeL  Work*,  t.  41 1. 4311.  Sei 
curious  iJMrts  relating  to  this  woriu  and  eniaciallv  thma  ■■ 

of  it  committed  to  himseltwUlbe  «- >  «-  ttalmMBW 

Memoirs,  p.  291 —  CaocBR. 

s  On  the  subject  of  Dr.  Johnson's  skin  Id  Gtcek.  I  fee 
{treat  pleasure  in  quotinf  an  anecdote  told  bw  aii  IsS  ft^ 
Mr.  CniTord,  in  his  Life  of  Ford :  —  -»  —j  — •  «. 

"  My  fHend  the  lata  Lord  GrosveDor  had  a  Iwasaat  A 
HIU,  where  I  usually  spent  a  part  of  tha  aoimMr,  m1  th 


he  was  something  of  my  1 .       

and  reserred.    '  But,  Sir,'  aald  I,  wflUat  to 


Mr.  76. 
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to  be  learnt,  he  used  to  mention  his  oirn  com- 
paratire  accjuiaitions.  When  Mr.  Comberland ' 
talked  to  him  of  the  Greek  fraffments  which 
are  so  well  illustrated  in  **The  Obeonrer,**  and 
of  the  Greek  dramatists  in  general,  he  candidlj 
acknowledged  his  insufficiency  in  that  parti- 
cular  branch  of  Greek  literature.  Yet  it  maj 
be  said,  that  though  not  a  great,  he  was  a  good 
Greek  scholar.  Dr.  Charles  Bumej,  the 
younger,  who  b  universally  acknowledged  by 
the  best  judges  to  be  one  of  the  few  men  of 
this  age  who  are  very  eminent  for  their  skill 
in  that  noble  language,  has  assured  me,  that 
Johnson  could  give  a  Greek  word  for  almost 
erery  English  one;  and  that,  although  not 
sufficiently  conversant  in  the  niceties  of  the 
language,  be,  upon  some  occasions,  discovered, 
even  in  these,  a  considerable  degree  of  critical 
acumen.  Mr.  Dalzel,  professor  of  Greek  at 
Edinburgh,  whose  skill  is  unquestionable,  men- 
tioned to  me,  in  verv  liberal  terms,  the  impres- 
sion which  was  made  upon  him  by  Johnson,  in 
a  conversation  which  they  had  in  London  con- 
cerning that  language.  As  Johnson,  therefore, 
was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  first  Latin  scholars 
In  modem  times,  let  us  not  deny  to  his  fame 
additional  splendour  from  Greek.' 


I  shall  now  fulfil  my  promise  of  exhibiting 
tpedmens  of  various  sorts  of  imitation  of 
clohnBon*s  style. 

In  the  **  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy,  1787,**  there  is  an  *•  Essay  on  the 
Style  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,"  by  the  Reverend 
Robert  Burrowes,  whose  respect  for  the  great 
object  of  his  criticism'  is  thus  evinced  in  the 
concluding  paragraph :  **I  have  singled  him 
out  from  the  whole  body  of  English  writers, 
because  his  universall;|r-acknowledged  beauties 
would  be  most  apt  to  induce  imitation :  and  I 
have  treated  rather  on  his  faults,  than  bis 
perfections,  because  an  essay  miffht  comprise 
all  the  observations  I  could  miuce  upon  his 
faults,  while  volumes  would  not  be  sufficient 
for  a  treatise  on  his  perfections.** 


■cnnilM,  *  Dr.  JohiMon  htrnteir  admitted  that  he  was  not  a 
goM  Greek  icholar.'  *  Sir,' he  replied,  with  a  aerioiu  and  im- 
BTceilve  air,  *  it  it  not  eaiy  for  ut  to  lay  what  aucli  a  man  aa 
Johoaon  would  call  a  good  Gr^k  acholar/  1  hope  that  I 
pro6ted  bjr  that  leaaon —certainly  I  never  forgot  lt."  —  atf- 
/mr«  »york$  iff  Pbrd,  vol.  i.  p.  IxH.  —  CaoKsa. 

1  Mr.  Cumberland  aMurea  me  that  he  wai  alwavs  treated 
with  great  oourtetv  bf  Dr.  Johnion,  who.  In  hit  "  Letters  to 
Ifra.  Thrale,**  vol.  if.  p.  68.,  thus  speaks  of  that  learned, 
ingenloMS,  and  accomplftbed  gratleman  : "  The  want  of  com- 
pany ia  an  loconvenienoe,  but  Mr.  Cumberland  Is  a  million." 
—  BoavBU.. 

s  Johnson  profetsed  not  to  be  deeplj  skilled  in  Greek,  but 
waa  not  much  pleased  If  his  profession  was  believed.  Mrs. 
Plotsl  tells  us  that  when  the  King  of  Denmark  was  In  Bng^ 
laad  [hi  1768],  one  of  his  noblemen  was  brought  bjr  Mr. 
CMann  to  see  Dr.  Johnson  at  Mr.  Thrale's  countrv-house ; 
mad  hnring  heard,  he  said,  that  he  was  not  famous  lor  Greek 
Ulentsra.  attacked  him  on  the  weak  side  ;  politely  addini^ 
that  ba  cboaa  that  oonvertatlon  on  purpose  to  iavour  himaelr. 
Dr.  Johnaoa,  however,  displayed  so  copious  a  knowledge  of 
books,  and  every  branch  of  laamlng  in  that  laU' 
thift  the  gentleman  appeared  attoniahcd.  When  ha 
laa.  Johnson  sakl,  **  Now  for  all  this  triumph  I  may 
TWale's  Xeoophoa  here,  as,  1  thbik*  excepting  that 
mm,  I  ha**  not  looked  la  a  Greek  book  these  ten  years :  but 
dear  Meads  were  all  In."  continued  he, 
that  I  knew  nothing  of 


Mr.  Burrowes  has  analysed  the  composition 
of  Johnson,  and  pointed  out  its  peculiarities 
with  much  acuteness;  and  I  would  re- 
commend a  careful  perusal  of  his  Essay  to 
those  who  being  captivated  by  the  union  of 
perspicuity  and  splendour  which  the  writings 
of  Johnson  contain,  without  bavins  a  suffi- 
cient portion  of  his  vigour  of  minS,  may  be 
in  danger  of  becoming  bad  copyists  of  his 
manner.  I,  however,  cannot  but  observe,  and 
I  observe  it  to  his  credit,  that  this  learned 
gentleman  has  himself  caught  no  mean  d^ree 
of  the  expansion  and  harmony  which,  in- 
de^ndent  of  all  other  circumstances,  charac- 
terise the  sentences  of  Johnson.  Thus,  in  the 
preface  to  the  volume  in  which  the  Essay 
appears,  we  find,  — 

"  ir  it  be  said,  that  in  aocietiet  of  this  sort  too 
much  attention  is  firequently  bestowed  on  subjects 
barren  and  speculative,  it  may  be  answered,  that  no 
one  science  is  so  little  connected  with  the  rest  as 
not  to  afford  many  principles  whose  use  may 
extend  considerably  beyond  the  science  to  which 
they  primarily  belong,  and  that  no  proposition  ia 
ao  purely  theoretical  as  to  be  totally  incapable  of 
being  applied  to  practical  purpoaea.  There  ia  no 
app<irent  connection  between  duration  and  the 
cycloidal  arch,  the  properties  of  which  duly 
attended  to  have  furnished  us  with  our  best 
regulated  methods  of  measuring  time:  and  he 
who  had  made  himself  master  of  the  nature  and 
afiections  of  the  logarithmic  curve  is  not  aware 
that  he  has  advanced  considerably  towards  aaeer- 
tsining  the  proportionable  density  of  the  air  at  its 
various  distances  firom  the  sur&ce  of  the  earth." 

The  ludicrous  imitators  of  Johnson's  style 
are  innumerable.  Their  general  method  is  to 
accumulate  hard  words,  widiout  considering, 
that,  although  he  was  fond  of  introducing 
them  occasionally,  there  is  not  a  single  sentence 
in  all  his  writings  where  they  are  crowded 
together,  as  in  the  first  verse  of  the  following 
imaginary  Ode  by  him  to  Mrs.  Thrale*,  which 
appeared  in  the  newspapers : — 

Greek  I  Oh  no  1  he  knows  nothing  of  Greek  t  **  with  a  loud 
burst  of  laughter.  It  has  been  said  that  Dr.  Johnson  never 
exerted  such  steady  application  as  he  did  for  the  last  ten  rears 
of  his  life  in  the  study  of  Greek ;  but  frequent  passages  in  his 
diary  and  letters  contradict  this  statement.  -.CaoRKa. 

s  We  must  smile  at  a  little  Inaccuracy  of  meUphor  In  the 
preface  to  the  Transactions,  which  Is  written  by  Mr.  Bur- 
rowes. The  eritic  tg  the  sfv/e  of  Johnson  having,  with  a  Just 
seal  for  literature,  observed,  that  the  whole  natim  are  called 
on  to  exert  themselves,  afterwards  says,  "  They  are  caUed  on 
br  every  tfft  which  can  have  landabte  inOuance  on  the  heart 
orman.^'-.Boswu.L._Seeaiii^,p^  G9.n.  I.— CaoKsa. 

4  Johnson's  wishing  to  unite  hin.«elf  with  this  rtrh  widow 
was  much  talked  of,  but  I  believe  without  foundation.  The 
report,  however,  gave  occasion  to  a  poem,  not  without  cha- 
racteristical  merit,  entitled  "  Ode  to  Mrs.  Thrale.  by  Samuel 
Johnson,  LL.D.,  ou  their  supposed  approaching  Nuptials : " 
printed  for  Mr.  Faulder  In  Bond  Street.  I  shall  quote  as  a 
specimen  the  Srst  three  stanxas :  — 

**  If  e'er  my  Angers  touch'd  the  lyre, 
in  satire  fierce.  In  pleasure  gay. 
Shall  not  my  ThralU's  smiles  inspire  ? 
Shall  Sam  reftue  the  sportive  lay  ? 

**  My  dearest  lady!  view  your  slave. 
Behold  him  as  your  very  SenA  ; 
Eaaer  to  write  as  author  grave. 
Or  govern  well  —  the  brewing>tub. 
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**  CervUial  coetor't  viduate  dame, 
Opin»*t  thou  this  gigantic  frame, 

Procumbing  at  thy  shrine* 
Shall,  catenated  by  thy  charms, 
A  captive  in  thy  ambient  arms, 

Perenniaify  be  thine  ?" 

This  and  a  thousand  other  such  attempts 
are  totally  unlike  the  original,  which  the 
writers  imagined  they  were  turning  into 
ridicule.  There  is  not  similarity  enough  for 
burlesque,  or  even  for  caricature. 

Mr.Colman,  in  his  "Prose  on  several  Oc- 
casions,"* has  "A  Letter  from  Lexiphanes, 
containing  proposals  for  a  Glossary^  or  Voca' 
btUary  of  the  Vulgar  Tongue ;  intended  as  a 
Supplement  to  a  larger  Dictionary."  It  is 
eviciently  meant  as  a  sportive  sally  of  ridicule 
on  Johnson,  whose  style  is  thus  imitated,  with- 
out being  grossly  overcharged  :  — 

*'  It  is  easy  to  foresee  that  the  idle  and  illiterate 
will  complain  that  I  have  increased  their  labours 
by  endeavouring  to  diminish  them ;  and  that  I 
have  explained  what  is  more  easy  by  what  is  more 
difficult — ignotwn  per  ignotius.  I  expect,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  liberal  acknowledgments  of  the 
learned.  He  who  is  buried  in  scholastic  retire- 
ment, secluded  from  the  assemblies  of  the  gay,  and 
remote  from  the  circles  of  the  polite,  will  at  once 
comprehend  the  definitions,  and  be  grateful  for 
such  a  seasonable  and  necessary  elucidation  of  his 
mother-tongue." 

Annexed  to  this  letter  is  the  following  short 
specimen  of  the  work,  thrown  together  in  a 
vague  and  desultory  manner,  not  even  adher- 
ing to  alphabetical  concatenation. 

**  HiGOLEOT  riGOLEDT,  —  Conglomeration  and 
confusion. 

**  HoDGK-poDOE,  —  A  culinary  mixture  of  hete- 
rogeneous ingredients ;  applied  metaphorically  to 
all  discordant  combinations. 

**  Tit  for  Tat, —  Adequate  retaliation. 

*<  Shillt  shallt, —  Hesitation  and  irresolution. 

"  Fee  !  r*  1  ruM  I —  Gigantic  intonations. 

**  Rigmarole, —  Discourse,  incoherent  and  rhap- 
sodical. 

«  Crincum-crancum,  —  Lines  of  irregularity 
and  involution. 

**  DiNG-DOMG,  —  Tintinnabulary  chimes,  used 
metaphorically  to  signify  despatch  and  vehemence.*** 

The  serious  imitators  of  Johnson^s  style, 
whether  intentionally  or  by  the  imperceptible 
effect  of  its  strength  and  animation,  are,  as  I 
have  had  already  occasion  to  observe,  so  many, 


**  To  rich  felicity  thiia  raised, 

Mj  boaom  glows  with  amorons  fire, 
PortAr  no  lonser  shall  t>e  praised ; 
'Tis  1  myself  am  Tkraie'a  Entire.**  —  Boswbll. 

Mrs.  Carter,  In  one  of  her  letters  to  Mrs.  Montagu,  says, 
"  I  once  saw  him  (Dr.Joknmm)  very  indignd  when  somebody 
jested  about  Mrs.  Thrale's  marrjring  himself.  The  choice 
would,  no  doubt,  have  been  singular,  but  roach  less  ex- 
ceptionable than  that  which  she  has  made."  —  Lettere, 
vol.  lii.  PL  S2I.  Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers,  who  knew  all 
the  parties,  says  that  the  report  was  certainly  unfounded. 
—  CaoUR. 


that  I  might  introduce  (quotations  from  a 
merous  body  of  writers  m  our  language,  si 
he  appeared  in  the  literary  worm.      I  d 
point  out  the  following :  — 

WILLIAM  ROBERTSON,  D.D. 

"  In  other  parts  of  the  globe,  man,  in  his  ra 
state,  appears  as  lord  of  the  creation,  giving  lai 
various  tribes  of  animals  which  be  has  tamed 
reduced  to  subjection.  The  Tartar  follows 
prey  on  the  horse  which  he  has  reared,  or  tendi 
numerous  herds  which  fiirniah  him  both  with  I 
and  clothing ;  the  Arab  has  rendered  the  ca 
docile,  and  avails  himself  of  its  persevering  stroq 
the  Laplander  has  formed  the  reindeer  to  be  i 
servient  to  his  will;  and  even  the  people 
Kamschatka  hare  trained  their  dogs  to  Ub 
This  command  over  the  inferior  creatures  is  on 
the  noblest  prerogatives  of  man,  and  among 
greatest  efforts  of  his  wisdom  and  power.  WiCL 
this,  his  dominion  is  incomplete.  He  is  a  mom 
who  has  no  subjects ;  a  master  without  aenra 
and  must  perform  every  operation  by  the  stm 
of  his  own  arm.** — Hittorjf  of  Atmeriea,  vd 
4to,  p.  332. 

EDWARD  GIBBON,  ESQ, 

'*  Of  all  our  passions  and  appetites,  the  Iovh 
power  is  of  the  most  imperious  and  unaoct 
nature,  since  the  pride  of  one  man  requires 
submission  of  the  multitude.  In  the  tumat 
civil  discord  the  laws  of  society  lose  their  k 
and  their  place  is  seldom  supplied  by  those 
humanity.  The  ardour  of  contention,  the  p 
of  victory,  the  despair  of  success,  the  memoi- 
past  injuries,  and  the  fear  of  future  dangers, 
contribute  to  inflame  the  mind,  and  to  silence 
voice  of  pity."  —  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  B» 
Empire,  vol.  i.  chap.  4. 

MISS  BURNEY. 

"My  family,  mistaking  ambition  lor  boo 
and  rank  for  dignity,  have  long  planned  a  sple 
connection  for  me,  to  which,  thou^  my  invari 
repugnance  has  stopped  any  advances,  their  wi 
and  their  views  immovably  adhere.  I  am  bat 
certain  they  will  now  listen  to  no  other.  I  di 
therefore,  to  make  a  trial  where  I  desfiaii 
success ;  I  know  not  how  to  risk  a  prayer ' 
those  who  may  silence  me  by  a  eommand. 
Cecilia^  book  viL  chap.  1. 

REVEREND  MR.  NARE&" 

<*In  an  enlightened  and  improrii^  ugt,  n 
perhaps  is  not  to  be  apprehended  from  the  iar 

>  On  the  original  DubUcatkm  of  Mr.  BoswcU's  owm  i 
the  press  teemed  witti  parodies,  or  tmitatiooa  of  his  «] 
reporting  Dr.  Johnson's  cooversatiao :  bot  thcj  ar«  bo 
deservedly  forgotten,  except  one  by  Mr.  Alexandse  < 
mers,  which  Is  executed  with 


rv,and  is,infiu:t,soJuftacriticlnnoath«licbttrnc 
of  this  work,  that  the  reader  will  be.  1  believ«maea  pit 
to  find  it  preserved.  See  Appendix.  **  frssw  tm  A^w 
or.  How  to  wrUe  the  Life  t^ome't  FMemd,**^r^  ^^^ 

*  The  passagewhlchl  quote  tar 
"  Elemenu  of  Orthol' 
whole  Analogy  of  the 


^tSr, 


OrthoSpv;  coal 

English  LanfuMML  so  te  «•  relai 

PronMMciatiomt  Accent,  and  QmmWgp^  i^^m^A.^  17^  ] 
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of  mere  caprice  ;  at  such  a  period  it  will  generally 
be  perceived  that  needless  irregularity  is  the  worst 
of  all  deformities,  and  that  nothing  is  so  truly 
elegant  in  language  as  the  simplicity  of  unviolated 
analogy.  Rules  will,  therefore,  be  observed,  so  fiir 
as  they  are  known  and  acknowledged  :  but  at  the 
same  time,  the  desire  of  improvement  having  been 
once  eicited  will  not  remain  inactive ;  and  its 
efforts,  unless  assisted  by  knowledge  as  much  as 
they  are  prompted  by  zeal,  will  not  unfrequently 
be  fimnd  pernicious ;  so  that  the  very  persons 
whose  intention  it  is  to  perfect  the  instrument  of 
reason  will  deprave  and  disorder  it  unknowingly. 
At  such  a  time,  then,  it  becomes  peculiarly  ne- 
cessary that  the  analogy  of  language  should  be 
ftilly  examined  and  understood;  that  its  rules 
should  be  carefully  laid  down  ;  and  that  it  should 
be  clearly  known  how  much  it  contains  which, 
being  already  right,  should  be  defended  from 
change  and  violation;  how  much  it  has  that 
demands  amendment ;  and  how  much  that,  for  fear 
of  greater  inconveniences,  must,  perhaps,  be  left 
uniutered,  though  irregular." 

A  disdnguisbed  author  in  "  The  Mirror ', " 
a  periodical  paper  published  at  Edinburgh, 
baa  imitated  Jonnson  very  closely.  Thus,  in 
No.16.:  — 

**  The  effects  of  the  return  of  spring  have  been 
frequently  remarked,  as  well  in  relation  to  the 
human  mind  as  to  the  animal  and  vegetable  world. 
The  reviving  power  of  this  season  has  been  traced 
from  the  fields  to  the  herds  that  inhabit  them,  and 
from  the  lower  classes  of  beings  up  to  man. 
Gladness  and  joy  are  described  as  prevailing 
through  universal  nature,  animating  the  low  of  the 
cattle,  the  carol  of  the  birds,  and  the  pipe  of  the 
ahepherd." 

The  RcTerend  Dr.  Knox,  master  of  Tun- 
bridge  school,  appears  to  have  the  imitari  aveo 
of  Johnson's  st^ae  perpetually  in  bis  mind ; 
and  to  his  assiduous,  though  not  servile,  study 
of  it,  we  may  partly  ascribe  the  extensive 
popularity  of  his  writings.* 


In  his  **  Essays,  Moral  and  Literary,**  No.  3., 
we  find  the  following  passage :  — 

**  The  polish  of  external  grace  may  indeed  be 
deferred  till  the  approach  of  manhood.  When 
solidity  is  obtained  by  pursuing  the  modes  pre- 
scribed by  our  fore&thers,  then  may  the  file  be 
used.  The  firm  substance  will  bear  attrition,  and 
the  lustre  then  acquired  will  be  durable.** 

There  is,  however,  one  in  No.  11.  which  is 
blown  up  into  such  tumidity  as  to  be  truly 
ludicrous.  The  writer  means  to  tell  us,  that 
members  of  Parliament  who  have  run  in  debt 
by  extravagance  will  sell  their  vot«s  to  avoid 
an  arrest',  which  he  thus  expresses  :  — 

'*  They  who  build  houses  and  collect  costly 
pictures  and  furniture  with  the  money  of  an 
honest  artisan  or  mechanic  will  be  very  glad  of 
emancipation  from  the  hands  of  a  bailiff*  by  a  sale 
of  their  senatorial  suffrage." 

But  I  think  the  most  perfect  imitation  of 
Johnson  is  a  professed  one,  entitled  "A  Cri- 
ticism on  Gray's  Elegy  in  a  Country  Church- 
yard,*' said  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Tounc, 
{)rofessor  of  Greek,  at  Glasgow,  and  of  which 
et  him  have  the  credit,  unless  a  better  title 
can  be  shown.  It  has  not  only  the  particulari- 
ties of  Johnson's  style,  but  that  very  species  of 
literary  discussion  and  illustration  for  which 
he  was  eminent  Having  already  quoted  so 
much  from  others,  I  shall  refer  the  curious  to 
this  performance,  with  an  assurance  of  much 
entertainment.^ 

Yet,  whatever  merit  there  may  be  in  any 
imitations  of  Johnson's  style,  every  good  judge 
must  see  that  they  are  obviously  dinercnt 
frftm  the  ori^nal ;  for  all  of  them  are  either 
deficient  in  its  force,  or  overloaded  with  its 
peculiarities;  and  the  powerful  sentiment  to 
which  it  is  suited  is  not  to  be  found. 

Johnson's  afi*ection  for  his  departed  relations 
seemed  to  grow  warmer  as  ne  approached 
nearer  to  the  time  when  he  might  hope  to  see 


Wave  to  olfer  my  particular  acknowledgments  to  the  author 
of  a  work  of  uncommon  merit  and  great  utility.  1  know  no 
book  which  conuina,  in  the  tame  compass,  more  learning, 
polite  literature,  sound  sense,  accuracy  of  arrangement,  and 
perspicuity  of  express  Ion.  ~  Boswcll. 
>  lliat  collection  was  presented  to  Dr.  Johnson,  I  believe, 
its  authors ;  and  1  heard  him  speak  very  well  of  it.  — 


byiU 

DOSWI 


s  It  were  to  be  wished  that  be  had  imitated  that  great  man 
In  every  respect,  and  had  not  followed  the  example  of  Dr. 
Adam  Smith,  in  ungraciously  attacking  his  venerable  Abna 
Mater,  Oxford.  It  most,  howerer,  be  observed,  that  he  is 
much  leu  to  blame  than  Smith :  he  only  objects  to  certain 

ertkalars :  Smith,  to  the  whole  institution  ;  though  indebted 
r  much  of  his  learning  to  an  exhibition  which  he  enjoyed 
Ibr  many  years  at  Baliol  College.  Neither  of  them,  however, 
will  do  any  hurt  to  the  noblest  university  in  the  world. 
While  I  animadvert  on  what  appears  to  me  exceptionable 
In  some  of  the  works  of  Dr.  Knox,  I  cannot  reftise  due  praise 
toothers  of  his  productions  ;  particularly  his  sermons,  and  to 
the  spirit  with  which  he  maintains,  against  presumptuous 
harMlcs,  the  cfmsolatury  doctrines  peculiar  to  the  Christian 
BevdaUoo.  This  he  has  done  In  a  manner  equally  strenuous 
and  cooeillatlng.  Neither  ought  I  to  omit  mentioning  a  re- 
asarkaMe  instance  of  his  candour.  Notwithstanding  the  wide 
illMiiiimci  of  our  opinions  upon  the  Important  subject  of  uni- 
▼anlty  education,  in  a  letter  to  me  concerning  this  work  ha 
tiMis  aatpresaes  himself :  **  I  thank  you  for  the  very  great  enter  > 


tainment  your  Life  of  Johnson  gives  me.  It  Is  a  moet  valu- 
able work.  Yours  is  a  new  species  of  biography.  Happy  for 
Johnson  that  he  had  so  able  a  recorder  of  his  wit  and  wis- 
dom." —  BOSWKU.. 

3  Dr.  Knox,  In  his  "  Moral  and  Literary  "  abstraction,  may 
be  excused  for  not  knowing  the  political  regulations  of  his 
country.  No  senator  can  be  in  the  hands  of  a  boililT.  — 
BoswKU..  Their  houses  and  goods  might  be  seized  under 
an  execution.  It  was  said,  and  1  believe  truly,  that  Sheridan 
once  (or  more  than  once)  gave  a  dinner  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, and  that  the  bailiflb  waited  at  table.  —  Csokkk, 
1847. 

-•  It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most  Insipid  and  unmean- 
ing volumes  ever  published.  I  cannot  make  out  whether  it 
was  meant  for  jest  or  earnest ;  but  it  fails  either  way,  for  it 
has  neither  pleasantry  nor  sense.  Johnson  saw  this  work, 
and  thus  writes  of  It :  —  "  Of  the  imitation  of  my  style,  in  a 
criticism  on  Gray's  Churchyard,  1  forgot  to  mace  mention. 
The  author  is,  I  believe,  utterly  unknown,  for  Mr.  Sieevens 
cannot  hunt  him  out.  I  know  liulo  of  it,  for  though  it  was 
sent  me,  I  never  cut  the  leaves  open.  1  bad  a  letter  with  it, 
representing  It  to  me  as  my  own  work  ;  in  such  an  account  to 
the  public  there  may  be  humour,  but  to  myself  it  was  neither 
serious  nor  comical.  1  suspect  the  writer  to  be  wrong- 
headed.  As  to  the  noise  which  it  makes.  I  never  heard  it, 
and  am  inclined  to  t>elieve  that  few  attacks  either  of  ridicule 
or  invective  nuke  much  noise  but  by  the  help  of  those  that 
they  provoke."  —  Lc/fers,  July  5.  17B3 —  Crokbi. 
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them  again.  It  probably  appeared  to  him  that 
he  should  upbraid  himself  with  unkind  in- 
attention, were  he  to  leave  the  world  without 
having  paid  a  tribute  of  respect  to  their  me- 
mory. 

DR.  JOHNSON  TO  MR.  GREEN. 
Apothecary,  at  LichfieldJ 

•'December!  1784. 

**  Dkar  Sir,  —  I  have  enclosed  the  epitaph  for 
my  father,  mother,  and  brother,  to  be  all  engraven 
on  the  large  sixe,  and  laid  in  the  middle  aisle  in 
St.  Michaers  church,  which  I  request  the  clergy- 
man and  churchwardens  to  permit. 

**  The  first  care  must  be  to  find  the  exact  place 
of  interment,  that  the  stone  may  protect  the  bodies. 
Then  let  the  stone  be  deep,  massy,  and  hard ;  and 
do  not  let  the  difference  of  ten  pounds,  or  more, 
defeat  our  purpose. 

*'  I  have  enclosed  ten  pounds,  and  Mrs.  Porter 
will  pay  you  ten  more,  which  I  gare  her  for  the 
same  purpose.  What  more  is  wanted  shall  be  sent; 
and  I  beg  that  all  possible  haste  may  be  made, 
for  I  wish  to  have  it  done  while  I  am  yet  alive.' 
Let  me  know,  dear  Sir,  that  you  receive  this.  I 
am,  &c.,  Sam.  Johnsov.** 


JOHNSON  TO  LUCY  PORTER.* 

"  December  S.  ITM. 

**DKAa  Madam, —  I  am  very  ill,  and  desire 
your  prayers.  I  have  sent  Mr.  Green  the  epitaph, 
and  a  power  to  call  on  you  for  ten  pounds. 

*'  I  laid  this  summer  a  stone  over  Tetty,  in  the 
chapel  of  Bromley  in  Kent  The  inscription  is  in 
Latin  [p.  78.],  of  which  this  is  the  English.  (Here 
a  translation. )  That  this  is  done,  I  thought  it  fit 
that  you  should  know.  What  care  will  be  taken 
of  us,  who  can  tell  ?  May  God  pardon  and  bliss 
us,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     I  am,  &c., 

**  Sam.  Johmsom." 


1  A  relation  of  Dr.  Johnson.    See  tmti,  p.  49a—  Cbokbr. 

s  It  wAi  not  done.  Dr.  Harwood  tella  u«,  till  after  John- 
son*! death ;  and  when  the  church  was  new  paved  In  1796, 
the  ttone  waa  removed,  and,  strange  and  shameful  to  say,  is 
nowhere  to  be  found.    The  following  is  the  Inscription  :— 

H.S.B. 

MlCRABL  JORNSON. 

Yir  fmpavidus,  constant,  anlmosus,  perlculonim  immeroor, 
laborum  patientissimus ;  fiducia  Christiana  fortii,  fervidusque, 
pater-familtai  apprime  strenuus;  bibliopola  admodiun  peritus; 
mente  et  llbrit  et  negotiis  exculta ;  animo  iu  flrmo.  ut,  rebus 
adversis  diu  coniUcatus,  nee  sibi  nee  suis  defuerlt :  lingua  sic 
temperata,  at  ei  nihil  quod  aurea,  vel  pias,  vel  castas  iBsisseC, 
aut  dolor,  vel  voluptas  unquam  expresserit. 

Natus  Cubleic,  In  agro  DerbiensI,  Anno  1686. 
ObUt  1731. 

Apposiu  est  Saba,  conjux. 
Antique  FoBDoaim  genteoriunda ;  quam  domisedulam.foris 
paucls  notam  ;  nulli  raolestaro,  mentis  acumine  et  iudicil  sub- 
tilitate  prsecellentem ;  allis  multura,  sibi  panim  inaulgentem  : 
JEtemitati  semper  attentam,  omne  fere  virtutis  nomen  com- 
mendavit. 

Nata  Nortoniae  Regis,  in  agro  Varricensl,  Anno  1669 ; 
Obiit  17fi9. 

Cum  Natranabli  llloram  Alio,  qui  natus  1712,  cum  vires 
et  aniroi,  et  corporis  multa  polllcerentur.  Anno  1737.  vltam 
brevem  pia  morte  flnivlt.  —  Crokib,  1831-47. 


CHAPTEK  T.XXXn. 

1784. 

Ltui  nbuu,  and  Dtaik,— Hi*  WtO,  Ftmtni, 
BuriaL 

Mt  readers  are  now,  at  last,  to  behold  Sami 
JoHMBOir  preparing  himself  for  that  doom,  fi 
which  the  most  exalted  powers  afibrd  no 
emption  to  man.  Death  had  always  been 
him  an  object  of  terror :  so  that,  though  bj 
means  happy,  he  still  dung  to  life  with 
eagerness  at  which  many  have  wondered, 
any  time  when  he  was  ill,  he  was  very  bh 
pleased  to  be  told  that  he  looked  better. 
mgenious  member  of  the  JSwmdian  Cbk* 
forms  me,  that  upon  one  occasion,  when 
said  to  him  that  he  saw  health  retuming  to 
cheek,  Johnson  seized  him  by  the  himd  i 
exclaimed,  *^Sir,  you  are  one  of  the  kind 
friends  I  ever  had.** 

His  own  statement  of  his  views  of  fotoi 
will  appear  truly  rational ;  and  may,  peihi 
impress  the  unthinking  with  seriousness. 

<'You  know,'*  says  he  to  Mrs.  Thisle, 
never  thought  confidence  with  respect  to  fntn 
any  part  of  the  character  of  a  brave,  a  wise,  e 
good  man.  Bravery  has  no  place  where  it 
avail  nothing ;  wisdom  impresses  strongly  the  e 
sciousness  of  those  faults,  of  which  it  is,  peria 
itself  an  aggravation ;  and  goodness,  always  wi 
ing  to  be  better,  and  imputing  every  defidc 
to  criminal  negligence,  and  every  fault  to  volum 
corruption,  never  dares  to  suppose  the  condil 
of  forgiveness  fulfilled,  nor  what  is  wanting  in 
crime  supplied  by  penitence. 

*<  This  is  the  state  of  the  best ;  but  what  ai 
be  the  condition  of  him  whose  heart  will  not  so 
him  to  rank  himself  among  the  best,  or  aimmg 
good  ?  Such  must  be  his  dread  of  the  approaek 
trial,  as  will  leave  him  little  attention  to  theopia 
of  those  whom  he  is  leaving  for  ever  ;  and  die  ■ 
nlty  that  is  not  felt,  it  can  be  no  virtue  to  feiga 

His  great  fear  of  death  ^,  and  tbe  strange  d 


'  This  lady  sunrired  Dr.  Johnson  Just  thirteen  vn 
She  died  at  Lichfield,  in  her  seventy-first  year.  Jaaun 
1786,  and  bequeathed  the  principal  part  of  bier  fortuiH  ta 
"*       —    -  --■•-*•_  Mam 


Rev.  Mr.  Pearson,  of  Lichfield 

*  A  club  in  London,  founded  by  the  learned  and 
physician,  Dr.  Ash,  in  bonbur  of  whose  name  It ' 
Emmeiian,  from  the  Greek  EutuiJmt :  though  U  was 
contended,  and  eren  put  to  a  vote,  that  ft  shooM  1 
more  obvious  appellation  of  fWuiOwms,  froiB  the  I 

BOSWBLI..  4 

9  Mrs.  Carter,  in  one  of  her  letters  to  Mrs. 
says.  "  1  see  by  the  papers  that  Dr.  Johosoo  Is  dead 
extent  of  learning,  and  exquisite  purity  of  notal  wrttis 
has  left  no  superior,  and  I  fear  Teiy  lew  caaals.  HJh  vi 
and  his  piety  were  founded  on  the  ttiadloet  of  CSsvi 
principles  and  faith.  His  fkuUs.  1  llnnly  iMllev*,  u^m 
the  irritations  of  a  most  sufibrina  state  of  narvoos  ea 
tutioo,  which  scanty  aver  allowed  hha  a  moaaent's  eaa 

To  this  passafe  the  editor  of  Mrs.  Carter's  Lsttan 
Joins  the  following  note : 

"  Mrs.  Carter  told  the  editor,  that  la  on*  of  tiw  ^ 
versations  which  she  had  with  this  eminent  awsaMsti 
told  him  that  she  had  never  known  him  say  aay  thlMc 
trary  to  the  principles  of  the  Christian  reUgtoa;  B^ 
her  band  with  great  emotian,  exdalnlnie,  *  Yoa  knaw 
and  liear  witness  to  it  when  IsmffTms"**  fslfcii.  sd 
p.  ia4.  —  Chalmbbs.    "  You  wonder,**  sha  ams  ia  aai 

Elace,  *"  that  an  undoubted  believer  and  a  oMa  of  aielar  ah 
e  afhdd  of  death  (*  but  It  Is  such  charactan  whefaaaa 


^T.76. 
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manner  in  which  Sir  John  Hawkins  ^  im])artfl 
the  uneaaneaa  which  he  expressed  on  account 
of  offences  with  which  he  charged  himself,  may 

E've  occasion  to  injurious  suspicions,  as  if  there 
id  been  something  of  more  than  ordinary  cri- 
minality weighing  upon  his  conscience.  On 
that  account,  therefore,  as  well  as  from  the  re- 
gard to  truth  which  he  inculcated  ^  I  am  to 
mention  (with  all  possible  respect  and  delicacy, 
howerer),  that  his  conduct,  af^er  he  came  to 
London,  and  had  associated  with  Savage  and 
others,  was  not  so  strictly  virtuous,  in  one  re- 
spect, as  when  he  was  a  younger  man.  It  was 
well  known  that  his  amorous  inclinations  were 
Qocommonly  strong  and  impetuous.  He  owned 
to  many  of  his  friends,  that  he  used  to  take 
women  of  the  town  to  taverns,  and  hear  them 
relate  their  history.  In  short,  it  must  not  be 
concealed,  that  like  many  other  good  and  pious 
men,  amons  whom  we  may  place  the  apostle 
Paul  upon  nis  own  authority,  Johnson  was  not 
free  firom  propensities  which  were  ever  "war- 
rioff  against  the  law  of  his  mind,*^  —  and  that 
in  his  combats  with  them,  he  was  sometimes 
overcome. 

Here  let  the  profane  and  licentious  pause ; 
let  them  not  thoughtlessly  sa^  that  Johnson 
was  an  hypocrite,  or  that  his  principles  were  not 
firm,  beotuse  his  practice  was  not  uniformly 
conformable  to  what  he  professed. 

Let  the  question  be  considered  independent 
of  moral  and  religious  associations;  and  no 
man  will  deny  that  thousands,  in  many  in- 
stances, act  against  conviction.  Is  a  prodigal, 
for  example,  an  hypocrite,  when  he  owns  he  is 
satisfied  tnat  his  extravagance  will  brinir  him  to 
ruin  and  misery  P  We  are  sure  he  believes  it ; 
but  immediate  mclination,  strengthened  by  in- 
dulgence, prevails  over  that  belief  in  influenc- 
ing his  conduct  Why  then  shall  credit  be 
revised  to  the  sincerity' of  those  who  acknow- 
ledge their  persuasion  of  moral  and  religious 
duty,  yet  sometimes  fail  of  living  as  it  requires  ? 
I  heard  Dr.  Johnson  once  observe,  "  There  is 
■omething  noble  in  publishing  truth,  though  it 
eondemns  one*s  self.** '  And  one  who  said  in 
his  presence,  **he  had  no  notion  of  people  being 
in  earnest  in  their  good  professions,  whose 
practice  was  not  suitable  to  them,**  was  thus 
reprimanded  by  him:  —  "Sir,  are  you  so 
ffrossly  ignorant  of  human  nature  as  not  to 
know  that  a  man  may  be  very  sincere  in 


good  principles,  without  having  good  prac- 
tice P^fp.  890.] 

But  let  no  man  encourage  or  soothe  himself 
in  **  presumptuous  sin,**  from  knowing  that 
Johnson  was  sometimes  hurried  into  mdul- 
gences  which  he  thought  criminal.  I  have 
exhibited  this  circumstance  as  a  shade  in  so 
great  a  character,  both  from  my  sacred  love  of 
truth,  and  to  show  that  he  was  not  so  weakly 
scrupulous  as  he  has  been  represented  by  those 
who  imagine  that  the  sins,  of  which  a  deep 
sense  was  upon  his  mind,  were  merely  sucn 
little  venial  trifles  as  pouring  milk  into  his  tea 
on  Good-Friday.  Hu  understanding  will  be 
defended  by  my  statement,  if  his  consistency 
of  conduct  be  in  some  degree  impaired.  But 
what  wise  man  would,  for  momentary  gratifica- 
tions, deliberately  subject  himself  to  suffer  such 
uneasiness  as  we  find  was  experience  by 
Johnson  in  reviewing  his  conduct  as  compared 
with  his  notion  of  Uie  ethics  of  the  Gospel  ? 
Let  the  following  passages  be  kept  in  remem- 
brance:— 

[1763.]  <<  O  God,  giver  and  preserver  of  all  life, 
by  whose  power  I  was  created,  and  by  whose  pro- 
vidence I  am  sustained,  luck  down  upon  me  with 
tenderness  and  mercj;  grant  that  I  may  not  have 
been  created  to  be  finally  destroyed ;  that  I  may 
not  be  preserved  to  add  wickedness  to  wickedness." 
{Pr.  and  Med.,  p.  47.) 

[1766.]  **  O  Lord,  let  me  not  sink  into  total 
depravity ;  look  down  upon  me,  and  rescue  me  at 
last  from  the  captivity  of  sin.**    (p.  68.) 

[1769.]  **  Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father, 
who  bath  continued  my  life  from  year  to  year, 
grant  that  by  longer  life  I  may  become  leas  de- 
sirous of  sinful  pleasures,  and  more  careful  of 
eternal  happioesa."    (p.  84.) 

[1773.]  "Let  not  my  yean  he  multiplied  to 
increase  my  guilt ;  but  as  my  age  advances,  let  me 
become  more  pure  in  my  thoughts,  more  regular 
in  my  desires,  and  more  obi-dient  to  thy  laws." 
(p.  120.) 

[No  ikOe,]  **  Forgive,  O  merciful  Lord,  what- 
ever I  have  done  contrary  to  thy  laws.  Give  me 
such  a  senae  of  my  wickedness  as  may  produce 
true  contrition  and  effectual  repentance:  so  that 
when  I  shall  be  called  into  another  state,  I  may  be 
received  among  the  sinners  to  whom  aorrow  and 
reformation  have  obtained  pardon,  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake.      Amen."     (p.  ISO.) 

Such  was  the  distress  of  mind,  such  the  peni- 
tence of  Johnson,  in  his  hours  of  privacy,  and 


tiie  JsspMf  sent  of  tlwlr  Imperliictlong  and  derlatteoa  from 
Um  rale  of  duly,  of  which  Um  very  bast  moit  be  eontrioiu ; 
aad  such  a  tamper  of  mind  as  U  struck  with  awe  and  humility 
at  the  protpcct  of  the  Imt  aolnnn  Mntmee  >PPe*n  much 
bcttar  Mitod  to  the  wretched  defldeodn  of  the  best  I 


parfDrmanees  then  the  thouabtleu  Mcurltv  that  rushes  un- 
Ssmrbed  into  etamlty."  —  Mite  CarUr't  Life,  vol.  IL  p.  1G6. 


I  must  say.  that  I  am  see  oothinf  more  ttrange  or  4mrk 
Id  Hawkins's  eapressions  than  in  some  of  Johnson's  own  i 
aad  aochlng  half  so  bad  as  the  (I  was  about  to  say  malignant) 
etswvatlnns  which  Boswell  proceeds  to  make.  —  Caoaaa. 

a  fat  what  he  said  to  Mr.  Halooa.  amii,  p.  671.  —  Boewsu.. 
■at  safely  Mr.  BosweU  might  have  been  forglren  If  be  bad 
•at  lavlved  these  storlee,  which,  whether  true  or  falto 
ovigiaally,  were  near  fifty  years  old.    He  had  already  said 


perhaps  more  than  he  was 
JustiSed  in  saylna  on  thfs  topic.  The  reader  will  recollect 
that  it  has  l>een  shown  {mnte,  p.  35.  n.  A,  mid  p.  49.  n.  S)  that 


(amtJ,  p.  SO.)  quite 
led  in      ^ 

'    "  f.P.J 

the  duraUoo,  and  probably  the  Intensity,  of  Dr.  Johnson's 


ezaggenited. 


Intimacy  with  Savage  have  been  greatly 
and  so,  no  doubt,  have  been  the  supposed 
of  that  bitimacy.  —  Caoaaa. 

3  Journal  of^a  Tour  to  the  Hebrldee  (ante,  p.SSS.).  On 
the  tame  suMect.  In  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  dated  Novem- 
ber ».  1783.  he  makes  the  foUowing  Just  observation : "  Ufa, 
to  be  worthy  of  a  rational  being,  mutt  be  always  in  pro- 
aressino ;  we  most  always  purpose  to  do  more  or  belter  than 
in  time  pitst.  The  mind  is  enlarged  and  elevated  by  mere 
purposes,  though  they  end  as  they  began,  by  ai^r  contem- 
plation. We  cooqMrs  and  Judge,  though  w«  do  not  pr»Mise." 

—  BOSWBLL. 
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iu  his  devout  approaches  to  his  Maker.  His 
sinceriiy,  therefore,  must  appear  to  every  can- 
did mind  unquestionable. ' 

It  is  of  essential  consequence  to  keep  in 
view  that  there  was  in  this  excellent  man's 
conduct  no  false  principle  of  commutati<m,  no 
deliberate  indulgence  in  sin,  in  consideration  of 
a  counterbalance  of  duty.  His  offending  and 
his  repenting  were  distinct  and  separate':  and 
when  we  consider  his  almost  unexampled  at- 
tention to  truth)  his  inflexible  integrity,  his 
constant  piety,  who  will  dare  to  "cast  a  stone 
at  him?**  Besides,  let  it  never  be  forgotten 
that  he  cannot  be  charged  with  any  offence  in- 
dicating badness  of  hearty  any  thing  dishonest, 
base,  or  malignant ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  charitable  in  an  extraordinary  degree  : 
so  that  even  in  one  of  his  own  rigid  iudgments 
of  himself  (Easter-eve,  1781),  while  he  says, 
"  I  have  corrected  no  external  habits ;"  he  is 
obliged  to  own,  "I  hope  that  since  my  last 
communion  I  have  advanced,  by  pious  reflec- 
tions, in  my  submission  to  God,  and  my  bene- 
volence to  man."  (p.  192.^ 

I  am  conscious  that  this  is  the  most  difficult 
and  dangerous  part  of  my  bioj^aphical  work, 
and  I  cannot  but  be  very  anxious  concerning 
it.  I  trust  that  I  have  got  through  it,  preserv- 
ing at  once  my  regard  to  truth,  —  to  my 


friend,  —  and  to  the  interests  of  virtue  i 
religion.  Nor  can  I  apprehend  that  m 
harm  can  ensue  from  the  Imo^ledge  of 
irregularities  of  Johnson,  guarded  as  I  h 
stated  it,  than  from  knowing  that  Addison  i 
Pamell  were  intemperate  in  the  use  of  wi 
which  he  himself,  in  his  Lives  of  those  o 
brated  writers  and  pious  men,  has  not  forba 
to  record.^ 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  a  very  min 
detail  of  the  particulars  of  Johnson^s  remain 
dajs%  of  whom  it  was  now  eviilent  that 
crisis  was  fast  approaching,  when  he  must  ** 
like  meuy  andfcJl  like  one  of  £ft«  prince»r  1 
it  will  be  instructive,  as  well  as  gratiffring 
the  curiosity  of  my  readers,  to  record  a  1 
circumstances,  on  the  authenticity  of  wfa 
they  may  perfectly  rely,  as  I  have  been  at 
utmost  pains  to  obtain  an  accurate  accounl 
his  last  illness,  from  the  best  authority. 

Dr.  Heberden,Dr.  Brocklesby,  I>t.  Warn 
and    Dr.  Butter,  physicians,   generously 
tended  him,  without  accepting  any  fees,  as 
Mr.  Cruikshank,  surgeon ;  and  all  that  oo 
be  done  from  professional  skill  and  ability  \ 
tried,  to  prolong  a  life  so  truly  valuable. 
himself,  indeed,  having,  on  account  of  his  r 
bad  constitution,  been  perpetually  applying  hi 
self  to  medical  inquiries,  united  his  own  effi 


>  Boswell,  with  a  dUitiffenuoutnets  which  I  am  at  a  loat 
to  account  for,  telecU  all  these  pauases  (luppressing  the 
datei)  and  gives  them,  by  his  introductory  obsenrations, 
such  a  peculiar  colouring,  as  to  make  it  appear  that  Johnson 
accused  himself  of  sensual  licentlouiness  :  whereas  I  will 
take  upon  myself  to  assert  that  the  entire  prayers  from 
which  Boswell  has  earbled  these  extracU,  as  well  as  the 

Seneral  context  of  the  whole  volume,  if  read  fairly  and  cao- 
Idly,  do  not  afford  the  alighteH cotour  for  the  special  charge 
which  Boswell  makes.  Why  has  Boswell  suppressed  other 
passages  of  corresponding  dates  which  explain  the  com- 
paratively innocent  nature  of  the  errors  with  which  Johnson 
reproached  himself?  In  17^9,  he  confesses  "idltiu$tand 
negUct  qf  umrsMipi"  in  I7C0,  amidst  a  long  and  minute  list 
of  self.accusatlons  there  is  not  a  hint  at  criminal  indulgences 
—  nor  in  17CI  —  nor  again  in  1768 :  and  during  the  whole 
period  nrom  which Boswell's  extracts  are  made,  it  appears  from 
Johnson's  tpecffic  explanations  of  them,  that  hinmoat  serioiu, 
if  not  his  only  offences,  were  "  tmupenl  time"  "  want  qf 
diligence"  "  t$me  lott  m  idleneu  or  misspent  in  unpn^abie 
evuploffmenU"  and  the  like ;  and  that  the  only  sensiud  in- 
dulgence it  lying  late  in  bed.  and  occasionally  too  much 
**  9ddictitm  to  meat  and  wine. 
says  (1774).  "  has  been,  that  i 

reigning  sin,'*  he  says,  ITJB. '^  is  uiatteqf  time  and  tkiggisi- 
ness."  In  the  Anderdon  MSS.  there  is  a  note  dated  iDl7S4, 
recording  a  resolution  "  to  endeavour  to  conquer  tervptetj  " 
and  in  the  Rose  MSS.  of  a  much  earlier  date,  the  following- 


bed,  and  occasionally  too  mach 
*e."  "  My  dkicT  deficiency,"  he 
mv  life  is  immethodical.*^  "  My 
6.  '^  is  vftttteqftime  and  sbutgiM- 


"  PKAYBI  against  SCBtTPLU. 

"  O  Lord,  who  wouldst  that  all  men  should  be  saved,  and 
who  knowest  that  without  thy  grace  we  can  do  nothing  ac- 
ceptable to  thee,  have  mercy  upon  me.  Enable  me  to  break 
the  chain  of  my  sins,  to  reject  sensuality  in  thought,  and  to 
overcome  and  suppress  vain  scruples  ;  and  to  use  such  dili- 
gence in  lawful  omplorment  as  may  enable  me  to  support 
myself  and  do  good  toothers.  O  Lord,  forgive  me  the  time 
lost  in  idleness ;  pardon  the  sins  which  I  have  committed, 
and  grant  that  I  may  redeem  the  time  misspent,  and  be  re- 
conciled to  thee  by  true  repentance,  that  I  may  live  and  die 
in  peace,  and  be  received  to  everlasting  happiness.  Take 
not  from  me,  O  Lord,  thy  Holy  Spirit,  but  let  me  have  sup- 
port and  comfort,  for  Jesus  Christ  s  sake.    Amen. 

*'  Transc.  June  90.  176S.  Of  this  prayer  there  is  no  date^ 
nor  can  I  confecture  when  it  was  composed."  —Johnson. 

This  prayer,  written  long  before  Boswell   became  ac- 

auainted  with  Johnson,  seems  to  me  a  complete  answer  to 
le  inferences  extorted  1^  Boiwell  f^om  the  garbled  extracts 


of  the  later    prayers.     Can  we   suppoae.  that  wkOei 
reproaching  himself  with  indolemoe  and  wrmfcs,  he 

habitually  guilty  of  sensual  depravity  ? CaoKU. 

>  Dr.  Johnson  related,  with  venr  eameat  approlHCia 
story  of  a  gentleman,  who,  in  an  unpulae  of  r^*^h^. « 
came  the  virtue  of  a  young  wcnnan.  When  abe  said  to  I 
"  I  am  afhiid  we  have  done  wrong  I "  be  aniwercdi.  **  Y« 
have  done  wrong ;  —  for  I  would  not  '^r^mrk  ker  wimd. 

BOSWBU.. 

s  This  is  a  poor  and   dislngenooos    defence  far  a  ^ 

SlevouB  error.  It  is  one  thing  to  repeat as  I>r.  Johi 
d,  historicaliift  what  all  the  world  knew,  and  few  wen 
dined  to  blame  seriously —that  Pamell  ai^  Addiaoa  li 
a  cheerful  glass — 

"  Narratur  et  prisd  Catoala 
Ssepe  mero  caluiaae  virtus.** 

But  it  is  quite  tmoiher  thing  to  insinuate  oneaelf  into  a  ■ 
confidence,  to  follow  him  for  twenty  yenra  like  bis  *bd 


to  note  his  words  and  actions  like  a  spy.  to  i 
secret  papers,  and  scrutinise  and  gaitile  eren  bis  comi 
tlous  confessions,  and  then^  with  all  the  sinbtcr  aatbt 
which  such  a  show  of  friendship  must  coofer,  to  aocuie  hi 
low  and  filthy  guilt,  siqrposed  to  have  been  wn— it^tn 

? quarter  of  a  century  before  the  informer  and  his  rslian^ 
riend  had  ever  met,  and  which,  conacqiaentlT,  BoswcU  c 
only  have  had  from  hearsay  or  tram  (ueaa,  and  whid 
personal  testfanony  and  all  the  documentarw  rrldcnix  i 
to  disprove.  Boswell  must  have  been  actxuted  bv  aoBe  ■ 
motive,  or  labouring  under  a  morbid  delnsloo  wbea  be 
regarded  these  wanton,  and,  I  conacientiottsly  bottoro.  cal 
nious.  slanders  on  his  illustrious  friend,  aa  conducive  to  * 
interest  of  virtue  and  reHgion.,"  and,  abore  alL  **  of  timk 
entreat  any  reader  wlio  may  at  all  qoeatioa  tbe  vaHdM 
my  charges  agidnst  Boswdl,  and  my  defence  of  Dr  Mb 
on  this  point,  to  refer  to  tbe  volume  or  rrMm 
Meditations  itself,  which  I  pledm  mj^t  wiuXdn 
refute  all  Boswell's  extraordinary  inputationa.  —  CnoKi 
*  The  particulars  which  Mr.  Boawell*a  ahaenee.siid 
Jealousy  between  him  and  some  of  Johnaon*ao(£cV  frte 
prevented  his  being  able  to  give,  I  have  •applied  in  the 
pendix.  —  CaoKxm. 

s  Mr.  Green  (p.  490.)  related  that  when  aome  of  Johns 
friends  desired  that  Dr.  Wamn  ahonld  be  calkd  hi  iT 
they  might  call  hi  whoa  tbcv  nleaaed  ;  aiidwh«n*wl 
was  called,  at  his  gofaig  aw^  Johnson  siUd.  **  Too  havec 
in  at  the  eleventh  nour,  but  you  shall  be  paid  the  same  y 
your  fellow-labourer*.  Frandi,  pot  into  Dr  Wan 
coach  a  copy  of  tbe  En^lUk  PoeU,"  -Tcaoua. 
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■with  those  of  the  {gentlemen  who  attended  him ; 
and  imagining  that  the  dropsical  collection  of 
-water  which  oppressed  him  might  be  drawn  off 
by  making  incisions  in  his  body,  he,  with  his 
usual  resolute  defiance  of  pain,  cut  deep,  when 
he  thought  that  his  surgeon  had  done  it  too 
tenderly.  * 

About  eight  or  ten  days  before  his  death, 
when  Dr.  firocklesby  paid  him  his  morning 
\'ml,  he  seemed  very  low  and  desponding,  and 
said,  *'  I  have  been  as  a  dying  man  all  night." 
He  then  emphatically  broke  out  in  the  words 
of  Shakspciire  — 
**  Canst  thou  not  minister  to  a  mind  diseased  ; 

Pluck  from  the  memory  a  rooted  sorrow ; 

Haze  out  the  written  troubles  of  the  brain ; 

And  with  some  sweet  oblivious  antidote, 

Cleanse  the  stufTd  bosom  of  that  perilous  stuff, 

Wbich  weighs  upon  the  heart?" 

To  which  Dr.  Brocklesby  readily  answered 
from  the  same  great  poet,  — 

«* Therein  the  patient 

Must  minister  to  himself." 

Johnson  expressed  himself  much  satisfied  with 
the  application. 

On  another  day  after  this,  when  talking  on 
the  subject  of  prayer,  Dr.  Brocklesby  repeated 
from  Juvenal,  — 
"  Orandum  est,  ut  sit  mens  sana  in  corpore  sano,** 

and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  tenth  satire  ;  but 

in  running  it  quickly  over,  he  happened,  in  the 

line, 

**  Qui  spatium  vits  eitremnm  inter  muncra  ponat,"' 

to  pronounce  supremum  for  extremum;  at  which 
Johnson*s  critical  ear  instantly  took  offence, 
and  discoursing  vehemently  on  the  unmetrical 
effect  of  such  a  lapse,  he  showed  himself  as  full 
as  ever  of  the  spirit  of  the  grammarian. 

Having  no  other  relations  ^,  it  had  been  for 
some  time  Johnson's  intention  to  make  a  liberal 

E*ovision  for  his  faithful  servant,  Mr.  Francis 
arber,  whom  he  looked  upon  as  particularly 
under  his  protection,  and  whom  he  had  all 
along  treated    truly  as    an    humble    friend. 


I  Thii  bold  exp<>riinent  Sir  John  Hawkins  hu  rrlatcd  in 
•och  a  manner  lu  to  tufcgett  a  charse  against  Johnson  of 
faitenUonallj  hastening  Ills. end;  a  charge  so  xm  incon- 
tlttent  with  his  character  in  every  respect,  that  it  is  tojurious 
•Ten  to  refute  it,  as  Sir  John  has  thought  it  necessary  to  do. 
it  is  erfdent.  that  what  Johnson  did  in  hopes  of  relief  indi- 
cated an  extraordinary  eagerness  to  retard  his  dissolution. 
—  Boawn.1.. 

*  Mr.  Boswell  has  omitted  to  notice  tke  line,  for  the  sake 
of  which  Dr.  Brocklesby  probably  introduced  the  quotation, 

**  Fortem  posce  animum  at  morUM  terrore  carentem  I  " 

The  whole  passage  is  thus  paraphrased  by  Dryden :  — 

**  — —  [Be  thy  prayers]  confined 
To  health  of  body  and  content  of  mind  ; 
A  soul  that  can  securely  death  defy. 
And  count  it  Nature's  pririlege  to  die  ; 
Serene  and  manly,  hardened  to  siuuin 
The  load  of  Ufa,  and  exercised  in  pain  I " 

Juvmal,  Sat.  3K6.  —  Caoaia.  1B47- 
>  The  author  In  a  former  page  has  shown  the  injustice  of 
Sir  John  Hawkins's  charge  against  John*on,  with  respect  to 
A  panon  of  the  name  of  Heely,  whom  he  has  inaccurately 


Having  asked  Dr.  Brocklesby  what  would  be 
a  proper  annuity  to  a  favourite  servant,  and 
being  answered  that  it  must  depend  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  master ;  and  that  in  the 
case  of  a  nobleman  fifty  pounds  a  year  was 
considered  as  an  adequate  reward  for  many 
years'  faithful  service ;  —  "  Then,"  said  John- 
son, "  shall  I  be  nohilissimus^  for  I  mean  to  leave 
Frank  seventy  pounds  a  year,  and  I  desire  you 
to  tell  him  so."  It  is  strange,  however,  to 
think,  that  Johnscm  was  not  free  from  that 
general  weakness  of  being  averse  to  execute  a 
will,  so  that  he  delayed  it  from  time  to  time; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  Sir  John  Hawkins's 
repeatedly  urging  it,  1  think  it  is  probable 
that  his  kind  resolution  would  not  have  been 
fulfilled.  After  making  one,  which,  as  Sir 
John  Hawkins  informs  us,  extended  no  further 
than  the  promised  annuity,  Johnson's  final 
disposition  of  his  property  was  established  by 
a  Will  and  Codicil,  of  which  copies  are  sub- 
joined. 

"  In  the  name  of  God.  Amen.  7,  Samuel  John- 
son,  being  in  fvll  potseuion  of  my  faevities,  but  fear- 
ing this  night  may  put  an  end  to  my  life,  do  ordain 
this  my  last  will  and  testament.  I  bequeath  to  God  a 
soul  polluted  by  many  «ir<,  but  I  hope  purified  by 
Jesus  Christ.  I  leave  seren  hundred  and  J^/iy  pounds 
in  the  hands  of  Bennet  Lanyton,  Esq.  ;  three  hundred 
pounds  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Barclay  and  Mr.  Perkins, 
brewers ;  one  hundred  and  fifty  pound*  in  the  hands 
of  Dr.  Percy^  bishop  of  Dromore ;  one  thousand 
pounds,  three  per  cent,  annuities  in  the  pub&e  funds  j 
and  one  hundred  pound*  now  lying  by  me  in  ready 
money  :  all  these  before-mentioned  sum*  and  property 
I  leave,  I  say,  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynold*,  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  Dr.  William  SeoU,  of  Doctors^  Com>- 
mon*,  in  trtitt,  for  the  following  u*e*  :  —  That  is  to 
say,  to  pay  to  the  representatives  of  the  late  William 
Innys,  bookseller,  in  St.  Pauts  Churchyard,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  pounds;  to  Mr*.  White,  my  female 
*ervant,  one  hundred  pounds  stock  in  the  three  per 
cent,  annuities  aforesaid.  The  rest  of  the  aforesaid 
sums  of  money  and  property,  together  with  my  books, 
plate,  and  household  furniture,  I  leave  to  the  before- 
mentioned  Sir  Joshua  Reynold*,  Sir  John  Hawkin*, 
and  Dr.  William  Scott,  al*o  in  tru*t,  to  be  applied, 
after  paying  my  debt*,  to  the  u*e  of  Framei*  Barber, 


repn 
Johr 


resented  as  a  relation  of  Johnson's.  (See  p.  789.)  l*hat 
Johnson  was  anxious  to  discover  whether  any  of  bis  relations 
were  living,  is  evinced  by  the  following  leUer,  written  not 
long  before  be  made  his  will :  — 

"  JOHNSON  TO  THE  REV.  DR.  VYSE, 
**  In  LambHk. 

"  Bolt  Court.  Not.  S9.  I7S4. 
"  Sia,— I  am  desirous  to  know  whether  Charles  Scrimshaw, 
of  Woodscase  ( I  think),  in  your  father's  neighbourhood,  be 
now  living ;  what  is  his  condition,  and  where  he  may  be 
found.  If  you  can  conveniently  make  any  Inquiry  about  niro, 
and  can  do  it  without  delay,  it  will  be  an  act  of  creat  kindness 
to  me,  he  bring  very  nearly  related  to  me.  I  beg  [you]  to 
pardon  this  trouble.    I  am,  ac,  Sam.  Johnson.^' 

In  conformity  to  the  wish  expressed  In  the  preceding  letter, 
an  inquiry  was  made ;  but  no  de»cendaiits  or  Charles  Scrim- 
shaw or  of  his  sisters  were  discovered  to  be  living.  Dr. 
Vyse  informs  me,  that  Dr.  Johnson  told  him,  "  he  was  dis- 
appointed in  tlie  inquiries  he  had  made  after  his  relations." 
There  it  therefore  no  ground  whatsoever  for  suppoaing  that 
he  was  unmindful  of  them,  nr  neglected  them.-.  Malonb. 

3r 
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my  man-servant,  a  negro,  in  suck  manner  €u  they 
akalljwlge  moat  fit  and  available  to  his  benefit,  yind 
I  npfmint  the  aforesaid  Sir  Joshua  Jiet/nolda^  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  Dr.  William  Scott,  uole  executors  of 
this  my  last  will  and  testament,  hereby  revoking  all 
I  former  wills  and  testaments  whatever.  In  witness 
whereof  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name,  and  affix  my 
seal,  this  eighth  day  of  December,  1784. 

**  Sam.  Johnson,  (L,  S.) 
*'  Sigyied,  sealed,  published,  declared,  and  de- 
livered, by  tfie  said  testator,  as  his  last  will 
and  testament,  in  the  presence  of  us,  the 
word  two  being  first  inserted  in  the  opposite 
page.  **  George  Strahak. 

"John  Desmoduns.'* 

"  By  way  of  codicil  to  my  last  will  and  testament,  /, 
Samuel  Johnson,  give,  devise,  and  bequeath,  my  mes- 
suage or  tenement  situate  at  Lichfield,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  and 
occupation  of  Mrs.  Bond,  of  Lichfield,  aforesaid,  or 
of  Mr.  Hinchman,  her  under-tenant,  to  my  executors, 
in  trust,  to  seU  and  dispose  of  the  same;  and  the 
money  arising  from  such  sale  I  give  and  bequeath  as 
foUows,  viz.  to  Thomas  and  Benjamin,  the  sons  of 
Fishvr  Johnson,  late  of  Leicester,  and Whit- 
ing, daughter  of  Tliomas  Johnson,  late  of  Coventry, 
and  the  grand-daughter  of  the  said  Thomas  Johnson, 
one  full  and  equal  fourth  part  each ;  but  in  case  there 
shall  be  more  grand-daughters  than  one  of  the  said 
Thomas  Johnson  living  at  the  time  of  my  decease,  I 
give  and  bequeath  the  part  or  share  of  that  one  to  and 
anally  between  such  grand-daughters.  I  give  and  | 
bequeath  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Berkley,  near  ^ 
Froom,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  the  sum  of  one  - 
hundred  pounds,  requesting  him  to  apply  the  same  to- 
wards  the  maintenance  of  Elizabeth  Heme,  a  lunatic.^  \ 
I  also  give  and  bequeath  to  my  god-children,  the  son 
and  daughter  of  Mauritius  Lowe,  painter,  each  of 
ihcTH  one  hundred  pounds  of  my  stock  in  the  three  per  \ 
cent,  consolidated  annuities,  to  be  applied  and  dis- 
posed of  by  and  at  the  discretion  of  my  executors,  in 
the  education  or  settlement  in  t/ie  world  of  them  my 
said  legatees.  Also  J  give  and  bequeath  to  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  one  of  my  executors,  the  Annates  Ecclesiastici 
of  Baronius,  and  HoUnxhed's  and  Stowe^s  Chronicles, 
and  also  an  octavo  Common  Prayer- Book.  To 
Bennet  Langton,  Esq.,  I  give  and  bequeath  my  Poly- 
glot Bible.  To  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  my  great  French 
Dictionary,  by  Martiniere  ;  and  my  own  copy  of  my 
folio  English  Dictionary,  of  the  last  revision.  To 
Dr.  William  Scott,  one  of  my  executors,  the  Dici'-m- 
naire  de  Commerce,  and  Lectius's  edition  of  the 
Greek  Poets.  To  Mr.  Windham,  JFVete  Graei 
Heroici  per  Henricum  Steplianum.  To  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Strahan,  vicar  of  Islington,  in  Middlesex,  Milts 
Greek  Testament,  Bezas  Greek  Testament,  by 
Stephens,  all  my  Latin  Bibles,  and  my  Greek  Bible, 
by  Wechlius.  To  Dr.  Heberden,  Dr.  Brocklesby, 
Dr.  Butter,  and  Mr.  Cruikshank,  the  surgeon  who 
attended  me,    Mr.  Holder,   my  apothecary,    Gerard 


»  She  wiu  hli  flr»t  couiln.  —  C«okm.  1M7. 

*  Franch  Barber,  Dr.  Johnson's  principal  legatee,  died 
in  the  Infirmary  at  Swflbrd,  after  undergoing  a  painful 
operation,  February  13.  IM).  — Malonb.  In  the  Gentleman's 
Nagatine  for  1798,  p.  619,,  there  arc  some  anecdotes  of  Bar- 
ber, in  which  it  is  said  that  he  was  then  fortT-eight  years  old. 
Mr.  Chalmers  thinks  that  he  was  about  fifty-six  wheo  he 
diod:  but  as  be  entered  Johnson's  service  in  17&2,  and 
could  scarcely  have  been  then  under  ten  or  twelve  years  of 
ago,  it  is  probable  that  be  was  somewhat  older.-.  Ckokbi. 


Hamilton,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  of  Snow-hill^ 

Frances  Reynolds,  Mr,  HooU^  emd  the  Revertme 

Hoole,  his  son,  each  a  book  at  their  etection,  to  kt 

a  token  of  remembrance.      I  also  give  and  bequet 

Mr.  John  Desmoulins,  two  hundred  pounds  oo 

dated  three  per  <xnt.  annuities  ;  and  to  Mr,  Sa 

the   Italian  master,  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  6 

out  in  books  of  piety  for  his  own  use.      And  wA 

the  said  Bennet  iMngton  hath  agreed,  in  eonsidst 

of  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifhf  pounds, 

tioned  in   my   will  to  be  in  his  hands,  to  pram 

secure  an  annuity  of  seventy  pounds  payable  di 

the  life  of  me  and  my  servant,  Frands  Beater, 

the  life   of  the  survivor  of  us,  to  Mr.  George  Si 

in  trwA  for  us  :  my  mind  and  will  is,  thai  in  ea 

my  decease  before  the  said  agreement  shall  beperfi 

the  said  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pamnds, 

the  bond  for  securing  the  said  sum^  shall  go  to  tin 

Francis   Barber  ;  and  I  hereby  give  and  bequet 

him  the  same,  in  lieu  of  the  bequest  in  his  favour 

tained  in  my  said  wilL     And  I  hereby  empowt 

executors  to  deduct  and  retain  all  expenses  thtd 

or  may  be  incurred  in  the  exreutiom  of  my  said 

or  of  this  codicil  thereto,  out  of  suck  estate  and  e| 

as  Ishcdl  die  possessed  of.     AR  the  rest,  residue 

remainder  of  my  estate  and  effects  I  give  and  heq^ 

to  my  said  executors,   in  trust  for  the  said  Fry 

Barber  ',  his  executors  and  admifustrators,      Wi 

my  hand  and  seal,  this  ninth  day  of  JJeeember,  ] 

"Sam.  Johhsdv,  (L.  S 

*<  Signed,  sealed,  published,  declared,  andddit 

by  the  said  Samuel  Johnson,  as  and  far  u 

cil  to  his  last  will  and  testament,  in  the  pre 

of  us,  who,  in  his  presence,  and  at  his  re^ 

and  also  in  the  presence   of  each  other, 

hereto  subscribed  our  names  as  witnesses. 

"John  CoruET. 

"  WlLMAM  GiKO 

•*  Hknrt  Cott" 

Upon  these  testamentary  dccnls  it  is  pr 
to  make  a  few  observations.  His  exnre» 
claratlon  with  his  dying  breath  as  a  Chris 
as  it  had  been  of^cn  practised  in  such  sd 
writings,  was  of  real  consequence  from 
great  man,  for  the  conviction  of  a  mind  eqi 
acute  and  strong  might  well  overbalanoi 
doubts  of  others  who  were  his  contempon 
The  expression  polluted  maj,  to  some,  co 
an  impression  of  more  than  ordinary  cent 
nation;  but  that  is  not  warranted  h] 
ij^enuine  meaning,  as  appears  from  ^ 
Rambler,"  No.  42.'  The  same  word  is  oa 
the  will  of  Dr.  Sanderson,  Bishop  of  Li» 
who  was  piety  itself.  His  legacy  of  two  i 
dred  pounds  to  the  representatives  of 
Innys,  bookseller,  in  St.Paur8  Chuxdr 
proceeded  from  a  very  worthy  motive.' 
told  Sir  John  Hawkins  that  his  lather  hi 


3  The  qtiotations  fh>m  the  Scrfptarea  in  JohaaoB*! 
tlonary  sufficiently  Justify  the  use  ci  this  wont ;  but  I 
not  occur  in  No.  42.  of  the  Hambler.  In  tb«  Joumer  < 
Hebrides  he  uses  the  word  familiarly,  and  talks  of  **  pd 
the  breakfast  table  with  slices  of  chcaae.**  Mr.  ~ 
perhaps  have  meant  the  Idler,  No.  BS.,  wheo  Jc 
to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  pa»er  " 
canvaM  with  deformity."  —  C«( 
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become  a  bankrupt,  Mr.  Innys  had  assisted 
bim  with  money  or  credit  to  continue  his 
business.  "  This,*'  said  he,  **  I  consider  as  an 
obligation  on  me  to  be  grateful  to  his  descend, 
ants."  The  amount  of  his  property  proved 
to  be  considerably  more  than  he  bad  supposed 
it  to  be.  Sir  John  Hawkins  estimates  the 
befjucst  of  Francis  Barlxir  at  a  sum  little  short 
of  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  including  an  an- 
nuity of  seventy  pounds  to  be  paid  to  him 
by  Mr.  Langton,  m  consideration  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  which  Johnson  had 
lent  to  that  gentleman.  Sir  John  seems  not  a 
little  angry  at  this  bequest,  and  mutters  "  a 
caveat  against  ostentatious  bounty  and  favour 
to  negroes."  But  surely,  when  a  man  has 
money  entirely  of  his  own  acquisition,  espe- 
cially when  he  has  no  near  relations,  he  may, 
without  blame,  dispose  of  it  as  he  pleases,  and 
with  great  propriety  to  a  faithful  servant.  Mr. 
Barber,  by  the  recommendation  of  his  master, 
retired  to  Lichfield,  where  he  might  pass  the 
rest  of  his  days  in  comfort.  It  has  been 
objected  that  Johnson  omitted  many  of  his 
best  friends,  when  leaving  books  to  several  as 
tokens  of  his  last  remembrance.  The  names 
of  Dr.  Adams,  Dr.  Taylor,  Dr.  Burney,  Mr. 
Hector,  Mr.  Murphy,  the  author  of  this  work, 
and  others  who  were  intimate  with  him, 
arc  not  to  be  found  in  his  will.  This  may  be 
accounted  for  hj  considering,  that  as  he  was 
very  near  his  dissolution  at  the  time,  he  pro- 
bably mentioned  such  as  happened  to  occur  to 
him ;  and  that  he  may  have  recollected  that  he 
had  formerly  shown  others  such  proofs  of  his 
regard,  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  crowd  his 
wul  with  their  names.  Mrs.  Lucy  Porter  was 
much  displeased  that  nothing  was  left  to  her ; 
but  besides  what  I  have  now  stated,  she  should 
have  considered  that  she  had  left  nothing  to 
Johnson  by  her  will,  which  was  made  during 
his  lifetime,  as  appeared  at  her  decease.    His 


>  Id  manj  of  them  he  had  written  little  note*  :  aoTnetimeB 
•mder  memorial*  of  i>i«  departed  wiTe  ;  a§.  "  This  was  dear 
Teitj'i  book ;  "  •ometimet  uccaiional  rcmarld  of  different 
aorta.  Mr.  Lysooa,  of  Clifford*!  Inn,  ha«  TaToured  me  with 
Che  two  following :  **  In  '  Holy  Kulct  aiid  Helps  to  Dorotion, 
bjr  Brjan  Duppa,  Lord  Bishop  of  WiDton.  '  Precei  quidam 
Ttdrtur  dlligenter  tractasse  ;  spero  non  inaudltiu.'  In  '  The 
Rosicruslan  Infallible  AxiomaU,  bjr  John  Heydon.  Gent,* 
prefixed  to  whkh  are  some  verses  addrebied  to  the  author, 
signed  Ambr.  Waters,  A.  M.  Coil.  Kx.  Oxoil,  '  These 
I^tin  verses  were  written  to  Hobbes  by  Bathurtt,  upon  his 
Treatise  on  Human  Nature,  and  have  no  relation  to  the 

tMxdK Ad  odd  fraud.*  "  —  BuswsLL.    If,  as  has  been  sUted, 

be  hJMl  about  5000  volumes,  they  did  not  produce  one  shilling 
a  volume.  Mr.  Windham  liought  Markland's  Statius,  aitd 
wrote  in  the  first  page,  "  Fuit  e  librit  clariuimi  Samuelit 
Jaktutm."  It  now,  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  Jesse,  who  bought 
It  at  Mr.  Windham's  sale,  belongs  to  me.—  CBOKaa. 

*  There  can  be  little  douitt  that  these  two  quarto  volumes 
were  of  the  same  kind  as,  if  they  were  not  actUAJIy  transcrtptt 
€it,  various  little  diaries,  some  uf  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 
I>r.  Straban  and  others ;  the  strong  expression  that  he  would 
bavo  '*go$it  mad "  had  they  been  purloined,  conflrms  my 
brilaf  that  Dr.  Johnson  never  could  nave  intended  that  these 
Staaeim  ahonid  have  been  published.  I  am  confident  that  tkty 
wars  giveo  to  Dr.  fUrahan  Inadvertently.— If  indeed  they 
war*  given  at  all,  for  which  we  have  no  evidence  but 
Dr.  8tnhan*s  very  obscure,  contradictory,  and  improbable 
:  aod  I  caoDOt  bat  autpect  that  it  was  bp  acti- 
they  escaped  dettnietioo  on  the  1st  of  December. 


dlMT  oolv  they  escaped 
Sea  mmtf,  p.  79S.-.  Cai 


enumerating  several  persons  in  one  group,  and 
leaving  them  **each  a  book  at  their  election,'* 
might  possibly  have  given  occasion  to  a  curious 
question  as  to  the  order  of  choice,  had  they  not 
luckily  fixed  on  different  books.  His  library, 
though  by  no  means  handsome  in  its  appear- 
ance, was  sold  by  Mr.  Christie  for  two  hundred 
and  forty-seven  pounds  nine  shillings ;  many 
people  being  desirous  to  have  a  hook,  which 
had  belonged  to  Johnson.^ 

The  consideration  of  numerous  papers  of 
which  he  was  possessed  seems  to  have  struck 
Johnson*s  mind  with  a  sudden  anxiety ;  and 
as  they  were  in  great  confusion,  it  is  much  to 
be  lamented  that  he  had  not  intrusted  some 
faithful  and  discreet  person  with  the  care  and 
selection  of  them ;  instead  of  which  he,  in  a 
precipitate  manner,  burnt  large  masses  of 
them,  with  little  regard,  as  I  apprehend,  to 
discrimination.  Not  that  I  suppose  we  have 
thus  been  deprived  of  any  compositions  which 
he  had  ever  m  tended  for  the  public  eye  ;  but 
from  what  escaped  the  flames  I  judge  that 
many  curious  circumstances,  relating  both  to 
himself  and  other  literary  characters,  have 
perished. 

Two  very  valuable  articles,  I  am  sure,  we 
have  lost,  which  were  two  quarto  volumes  *, 
containing  a  full,  fair,  and  most  particular 
account  of  his  own  life,  from  his  earliest  re- 
collection. I  owned  to  him,  that  having  ac- 
cidentally seen  them,  I  had  read  a  great  deal 
in  them ;  and  apologising  for  the  liberty  I  had 
taken,  asked  him  if  I  could  help  it.  He  pla- 
cidly answered,  "  Why,  Sir,  1  do  not  think 
you  could  have  helped  it."  I  said  that  I  had, 
for  once  in  my  life,  felt  half  an  inclination  to 
commit  theft.  It  had  come  into  my  mind  to 
carry  off  those  two  volumes,  and  never  see 
him  more.  Upon  my  inquiring  how  this 
would  have  affected  him,  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I 
believe  I  should  have  gone  mad."  ' 


3  One  of  these  volumes.  Sir  John  Hawkins  informs  us,  he 

Kut  into  his  pocket ;  for  which  the  excuse  he  states  is,  that 
e  meant  to  preserve  It  from  tailing  into  the  hands  of  a  per- 
son  whom  he  describes  so  as  to  make  it  sulBciently  clear  who 
it  meant  [Mr.  George  Steevens]  :  "  having  strong  reasons," 
•aid  he,  *'  to  suipect  that  this  man  might  find  and  make  an 
ill  use  of  the  bonk."  Why  Sir  John  should  suppose  that  the 
gentleman  alluded  to  would  act  in  this  manner,  he  has  not 
thought  fit  to  explain.  But  what  he  did  was  not  approved  of 
by  Johnson  ;  who,  upon  being  acquainted  of  it  without  delay 
by  a  friend,  expressed  great  indignation,  and  warmly  Insisted 
on  the  book  being  delivered  up ;  and,  afterwards,  in  the  sup- 

Citinn  of  his  missing  it,  without  knowing  by  whom  it  had 
n  tiiken,  he  said,  "  Sir,  I  should  hare  gone  out  of  the  world 
distrusting  half  mankind."  Sir  John  next  day  wrote  a  letter 
to  Johnson,  assigning  reasons  for  his  conduct ;  upon  which 
Johnson  observed  to  Mr.  Langton,  "  Bishop  Sanderson  could 
not  have  dictated  a  better  letter.  1  could  almost  say.  Melhu 
est  sic  pemitmisse  quam  ntm  erdsu"  The  agitation  into 
which  Johnson  was  thrown  by  this  Incident  probably  made 
him  hastily  bum  those  predous  roMirds,  which  must  ever  be 
regretted.  —  Boswill.  I  cannot  tell  what  Hawkins's  apology 
to  Johnson  may  have  been,  but  the  excuses  which  he  allege* 
In  his  book  are  contemptible,  and  prove  the  amhmufisrmsmtij 
but  it  is  MO/  certain  that  the  volume  whkh  Hawkins  took 
was  one  of  these  two  quartos  ;  and  it  u  certain  that  a  de- 


struction of  papers  took  place  a  day  or  two  before  that  event 

Johnson  had  really  some  reason  for  "  distrusting : 

when,  of  two  dear  friends,  be  found  one  half  iocliiicd  to 


eomiDit  a  theft,  aod  another  actually  oommitUng  It.    Bishop 
SanderaoD  was  referred  Co  becauaa  ' 
3y  2 
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Dnrins  his  last  illness  Johnson  experienced 
the  steady  and  kind  attachment  of  hb  nume- 
rous friends.  Mr.  Hoole  has  drawn  up  a 
narrative  >  of  what  passed  in  the  visits  which 
he  paid  him  during  that  time,  from  the  10th 
of  November  to  the  13th  of  December,  the 
day  of  his  death,  inclusive,  and  has  favoured 
me  with  a  perusal  of  it,  with  permission  to 
make  extracts,  which  I  have  done. 

Nobody  was  more  attentive  to  him  than 
Mr.  Langton  *,  to  whom  he  tenderly  said,  Te 
teneam  morieru  deficiente  manu.  And  I  think 
it  highly  to  the  honour  of  Mr.  Windham,  that 
his  important  occupations  as  an  active  states- 
man did  not  prevent  him  from  paying  assiduous 
respect  to  tne  dying  sage  whom  he  revered. 
Mr. Lan^n  informs  me,  that  "one  daj  he 
found  ]V£.  Burke  and  four  or  five  more  friends 
sitting  with  Johnson.  Mr.  Burke  said  to  him, 
*  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  such  a  number  of  us  may  be 
oppressive  to  you.' — *No,  Sir,*  said  Johnson, 
*it  is  not  so;  and  I  must  be  in  a  wretched 
state  indeed  when  your  company  would  not  be 
a  delight  to  me.'  Air.  Burke,  m  a  tremulous 
voice,  expressive  of  being  very  tenderly  af- 
fected, replied,  ^  My  dear  Sir,  you  have  always 
been  too  good  to  me.'  Immediately  afterwards 
he  went  away.  This  was  the  last  circum- 
stance in  the  acquaintance  of  these  two  emi- 
nent men." 

The  following  particulars  of  his  conversa- 
tion within  a  few  days  of  his  death  I  give  on 
the  authority  of  Mr.  John  Nichols :  — 

*'  He  said  that  the  Parliamentary  Debates  were 
the  only  part  of  his  writings  which  then  gave  him 
any  compunction :  but  that  at  the  time  he  wrote 
them  he  had  no  conception  he  was  imposing  upon 
the  world,  though  tliey  were  frequently  written 
from  very  slender  materials,  and  often  from  none  at 
all,  —  the  mere  coinage  of  his  own  imagination. 
He  never  wrote  any  part  of  his  works  with  equal 
velocity.  Tliree  columns  of  the  magazine  in  an 
hour  was  no  uncommon  effort,  which  was  faster  than 
most  persons  could  have  transcribed  that  quantity. 

"  ()f  his  friend  Cave  be  always  spoke  with  great 
affection.  *  Yet,*  said  he,  '  Cave  (who  never  looked 
out  of  his  window  but  with  a  view  to  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine)  was  a  penurious  paymaster  ;  he 
would  contract  for  lines  by  the  hundred,  and  ex- 
pect the  lonj;  hundred ;  but  he  was  a  good  man,  and 
always  delighted  to  have  his  friends  at  bistable.* 

**  When  talking  of  a  regular  edition  of  his  own 
works,  he  said  that  he  had  power  (from  the  book- 
sellers) to  print  such  an  edition,  if  his  health  ad- 
mitted  it ;    but  had  no  power  to  assign  over  any 


caaulst.  and  treated  of  caiet  of  conscience.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  Barber  detected  and  reportiKl,  as  was  hia  duty, 
Hawkins's  attempt  to  purloin  the  volume ;  and  hence,  I  sup* 
pota,  arose  Hawkins's  malevolence  against  both  Johnson  and 
Barl>er,  and  his  endeavour  to  set  up  Heeley  as  a  rival  to  the 
latter.    AntJt,  p.  1H3.  n.  I .,  and  p.  789.  —  CaoKKa. 

>  This  Journal  has  been  since  printed  at  Irngth  in  the 
Riiropean  MiRasine  for  Sentemlier.  1799.  As  it  is  too  long  to 
be  Inserted  here,  1  have  placed  it  in  the  Appendix.  It  will 
be  read  with  Interest—  Crokir. 

s  Mr.  LaoRton  survived  Johnson  several  years.    He  died 

at  SouthamJKon,    December    IS.  ISOl,   a(ced  sixty-five 

Malons.  Hanoah  More  writes,  March  8.  1784.  ■*  I  am  sure 
you  will  honour  Mr.  Langton  when  I  tell  you  that  he  Is  come 
to  town  OQ  purpose  to  stay  with  Dr.  Johnson  during  his 


edition,  unless  be  could  add  notes*  and  so  a] 
as  to  make  them  new  works ;  which  hi 
health  forbade  him  to  think  of.  *  1  may 
live,'  said  he,  <or  rather  breathe»  three 
perhaps  three  weeks ;  but  find  myadf  < 
gradually  weaker.* 

'*  He  said  at  another  time,  three  or  i 
only  before  bis  death,  speaking  of  the  littl 
had  of  undergoing  a  chirurgieal  opera 
would  give  one  of  these  legs  for  a  year  mo 
I  mean  of  comfortable  life,  not  such  as  th 
I  now  suffer ; ' —  and  lamented  much  hb 
to  read  during  his  hours  of  restlessnessw 
formerly,*  he  added,  *when  sleepless  in  bet 
like  a  Turk.* 

**  Whilst  confined  by  his  last  illness,  it 
regular  practice  to  have  the  church  senrio 
him  by  some  attentive  and  friendly  dtvii 
ilev.  Mr.  Hoole  performed  this  kind  offi 
presence  for  the  last  time,  when,  by  his  ov 
no  more  than  the  Litany  was  read ;  in  n 
responses  were  in  the  deep  and  sonotv 
which  Mr.  Boswoll  has  occasionally  noti 
with  the  must  profound  devotion  that  esn 
gined.  His  hearing  not  being  quite  p« 
more  than  once  interrupted  Mr.  Hoc 
'  Louder,  my  dear  Sir,  louder,  I  entresi 
you  pray  in  vain  ! '  —  and,  wheu  the  sa 
ended,  he,  with  great  earnestness,  turned  i 
an  excellent  lady  who  was  present,  aMjmg, 
you.  Madam,  very  heartily,  for  your  kii 
joining  me  in  this  solemn  exercise.  Liv 
conjure  you;  and  you  will  not  feel  the  com 
at  the  last  which  I  now  feel.**  So  trulj 
were  the  thoughts  which  this  great  and  g 
entertained  of  his  own  approaches  to 
perfection. 

'*  He  was  esmestly  invited  to  publish  a  \ 
Devotional  Exerci$es;  but  this  (though  h« 
to  the  proposal  with  much  complaeene 
large  sum  of  money  was  offered  for  it)  he 
from  motives  of  the  sincerest  modesty. 

**  He  seriously  entertained  the  thought 
lating  Thuanus.  He  often  talked  to  mi 
subject ;  and  once,  in  particular,  vhen  I  w 
wishing  that  he  would  favour  the  world,  an 
his  sovereign,  by  a  Life  of  Spenser  (whid 
that  he  would  readily  have  done  had  he  \ 
to  obtain  any  new  materials  for  the  pun 
added,  *  T  have  been  thinking  again.  Sir, 
anus;  it  would  not  be  the  laborious  tai 
you  have  supposed  it  I  should  have  n 
but  that  of  dictation,  which  would  be  n 
as  speedily  as  an  amanuensis  could  write.* 

On  the  same  undoubted  authoritj 
few  articles  which  should  have  been 
in  chronological  order,  but  which,  n 

illness.  He  has  taken  a  little  lodslnc  hi  Flact  Sirca 

to  be  near  to  devote  himself  to  hmi.**  _  CaoKww    ii 

s  There  is  a  slight  error  In  Mr.  Kkdral^  a«« 

Cars  by  the  following  communicatloB  to  mm  fr«M 
r.  Hoole  himself,  now  ( 1831 )  rector  of  Popter^ 
"  My  mother  was  with  us  when  I  read  pnmrsto 
son,  on  Wednesday,  December  %. ;  but  doTaw  ck* 
as  It  Is  stated  bylHr.  Nichols,  fbr  I  attcmtad  Sm 
Friday,  the  lOth.  I  nost  hers  nentfoo  in  iaddi 
shows  how  ready  Jobnson  was  to  saake  mm—  '  a» 
Incivility.  When  I  called  tRwa  Mm,  the 
had  pressed  me  rather  rougblv  to  read  lbs 
peevish  yesterday ;  you  matt  Rirglve  sm  :  < 


and  as  sfck  as  I  am.' perhaps  joa  mmj  \nt' nntJimtm 
lieard  him  malie  nuny  apologias  of  Ibis  ayt**  «C 
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the^  are  before  me,  I  should  be  sorry  to 
omit:  — 

**  Among  the  early  associates  of  Johnson,  at  St. 
John's  Gate,  was  Sunuel  Boyse,  well  known  liy 
bis  ingenious  productions ;  and  not  less  noted  for 
his  imprudence.  It  was  not  unusual  for  Boyse  to 
be  a  customer  to  the  pawnbroker.  On  one  of 
these  occanons.  Dr.  Johnson  collected  a  sum  of 
money  to  redeem  his  friend's  clothes,  which  in  two 
days  after  were  pawned  again.  *  The  sum,'  said 
Johnson,  *was  collected  by  sixpences,  at  a  time 
when  to  me  sixpence  was  a  serious  consideration.* 

**  Speaking  one  day  of  a  person  '  for  whom  he 
bad  a  real  friendship,  but  in  whom  vanity  was 
somewhat  too  predominant,  he  observed,  that  *  Kelly 
was  so  fond  of  displaying  on  bis  sideboard  the  plate 
which  he  possessed,  that  he  added  to  it  bis  spurs. 
For  my  part,'  said  he,  *  I  never  was  master  of  a 
pair  of  spurs,  but  once  ;  and  they  are  now  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean.  By  the  carelessness  of  Bos- 
well's  servant,  they  were  dropped  from  the  end  of 
Cbe  boat,  on  our  return  from  the  Isle  of  Sky.*  ** 

The  late  Reverend  Mr.  Samuel  Badcock  ' 
havinff  been  introduced  to  Dr.  Johnson  by 
Mr.  Nichols,  some  years  before  his  death,  thus 
expressed  himself  in  a  letter  to  that  gentle- 


*•  How  much  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  favour 
jou  did  me  in  introducing  roe  to  Dr.  Johnson! 
T\tRtitm  vidi  VirgUium,  But  to  have  seen  him, 
aod  to  have  received  a  testimony  of  respect  from 
him,  waa  enough.  I  recollect  all  the  conversation, 
and  shall  never  forget  one  of  bis  expressions.  Speak- 
ing of  Dr.  Priestley  (whose  writings,  I  saw,  he 
estimated  at  a  low  rate),  he  said,  *  You  have  proved 
bim  as  deficient  in  probity  as  be  is  in  learning.*  I 
called  him  an  *  Index  Scholar ; '  but  be  was  not 
willing  to  allow  him  a  claim  even  to  that  merit 
He  said,  *tbat  he  borrowed  from  those  who  had 
borrowers  themselves,  and  did  not  know  that 


the  mistakes  he  adopted  had  been  answered  by 
others.*  1  often  thuik  of  our  short,  but  precious 
visit,  to  this  great  man.  I  shall  consider  it  as  a 
kind  of  an  ara  in  my  life." 

It  is  to  the  mutual  credit  of  Johnson  and 
divines  of  different  communions,  that  although 
he  was  a  steady  Church  of  England  man, 
there  was,  nevertheless,  much  agreeable  in- 
tercourse between  him  and  them.  Let  uic 
particularly  name  the  late  Mr.  La  Trobe^  and 
Mr.  Hutton,  of  the  Moravian  profession.  His 
intimacy  with  the  English  Benedictines  at 
Paris  has  been  mentioned;  and  as  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  the  charity  in  which  he  lived 
with  good  men  of  the  Romish  church,  I  am 
happy  in  this  opportunity  of  recording  his 
friendship  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hussey, 
D.D.*,  his  Catholic  Majesty's  chaplain  of 
embassy  at  the  court  of  London,  that  very 
respectable  man,  eminent  not  only  for  his 
powerful  elo(^uence  as  a  preacher,  but  for  his 
various  abilities  and  acquisitions.  Nay,  though 
Johnson  loved  a  Preslufterian  the  least  of  all, 
this  did  not  prevent  his  having  a  long  and 
uninterrupted  social  connection  with  the  Rev. 
Dr.  James  Fordyce,  who,  since  his  death,  hath 
gratefully  celebrated  him  in  a  warm  strain  of 
devotional  composition. 

Amidst  the  melancholy  clouds  which  hung 
over  the  dyin^  Johnson,  his  characteristicfQ 
manner  showed  itself  on  different  occasions. 

When  Dr.  Warren,  in  his  usual  style,  hojied 
that  he  was  better,  his  answer  was,  *'  No,  Sir ; 
you  cannot  conceive  with  what  acceleration  I 
advance  towards  death.*' 

A  man  whom  he  had  never  seen  before  was 
employed  one  night  to  sit  up  with  him.  Being 
asked  next  mornini;  how  he  liked  his  attendant, 
his  answer  was,  *^Not  at  all,  Sir;  the  fellow's 


*  Hash  Kplly.  the  dramatic  sathor,  who  died  in  Gough 
srt  in  1777.  ct  3a  Kcllf'a  first  introdurtion  to  Juhnaon 
noc  likely  to  have  pleased  a  perBon  of  "  predominant 
▼BBity."  After  having  sat  a  short  time,  he  got  up  to  ulic  his 
leave.  Mying.  that  he  feared  a  longer  visit  might  be  trouble- 
■omeL  **  Not  in  the  lenst,  Sir,"  Johnson  is  said  to  have  re- 
fUmd ;  **  I  had  forgotten  that  you  were  in  the  room."  — 
CaoKia. 

a  Chiefly  known  as  a  Monthly  Reviewer,  and  for  a  con- 
troversy with  Dr.  Prlestle}-,  whose  friend  and  admirer  he  had 
pr«vlously  been.  His  assisunce  to  Dr.  White,  in  a  celebrated 
Banaptoo  Lecture,  was  alio  the  subject  of  a  smart  controversy 
between  that  divine  and  Dr.  Parr.  He  had  been  bred  a  dis. 
•enter,  but  conformed  to  the  established  church,  and  was 

onUiacd  in  1787.    He  died  soon  aAer  in  May.  ITSS,  ct.  41 

Cbokis. 

»  The  iOD  of  Mr.  La  Trobe  has  published  (in  the  Christian 
Observer  for  January,  ISW).  "  in  order,"  as  he  says.  "  that 
the  tradition  may  not  b«lost,"  what  he  calls  a  corroboration  of 
■am*  remarks,  which  appeared  In  that  work  for  the  October 
and  November  preceding,  on  the  last  days  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
If  r.  La  Trobe's  statement  tends,  as  far  as  it  is  entitled  to 
credit,  to  coullrm  the  opinion  already.it  is  hopod,  universally 
•alMtained,  that  Johnson's  death  was  truly  christian.  But  Mr. 
£a  Trobe  had  little  to  tell,  and  of  that  little  unfortunately  the 
prfMBhMDt  facts  ara  Indisputably  erroneous.  Mr.  La  Trobe 
atatM,  that "  Dr.  Johnson  had  during  his  last  illness  sent 
«««rf  <lay  to  know  when  his  bther,  who  was  then  Out  of 
tMiO.  vould  come  back.  The  moment  he  arrived  he  went 
to  (Im doctor's  bouse,  but  found  him  speechless,  though  hen- 
■Ibl**    Mr.  La  Tmbe  addreaaed  to  him  some  religious  ex. 


according  to  his  wish."  Tlie  reader  will  see  that  the  infer- 
ence suggested  by  ibis  statement  i»,  that  Dr.  Johnson  wislied 
for  the  spiritual  assistance  of  Mr.  La  Trube,  in  addition  (or 
It  might  even  be  inferred,  in  preferencf)  to  that  of  his  near 
and  dear  friends.  Mr.  Himle  Hiid  Dr.  Strahan.  clergymen  of 
the  ektablinhrd  church  :  and  it  may  be  »een  that  the  unony* 
mous  (and  why  anonymou>  ?)  writer  of  a  letter  puliluhed 
among  Hannah  More  s.  v.  i.  p.  379..  repeats  the  tale  of  Mr. 
I^  Trobe's  cnnverMtion  having  had  a  beneficial  effect  on 
Dr.  Johnson's  mind.  Now  the  facts  of  the  case  essentially 
contradict  Mr.  I.a  Trobe's  account,  and  any  inferences  which 
might  be  deducible  fnan  it.  Dr.  Johniton.  as  will  be  seen  in 
the  Diaries  of  >Sir  J.  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Windham,  was  not 
tpeechUss  the  day  before  his  death,  nor  did  he  die  next 
morning  (which  seems  mentioned  as  the  reason  why  Mr. 
La  Trobe's  vi»it  was  not  repeated),  but  in  iherpiHing.  .^nd. 
which  is  quite  conclusive,  it  appears  from  Mr.  Hnoli-'s 
Diary,  that  Mr.  I<a  Trobe's  visit  u>  Dr.  Johnson's  rftidmcr 
(and  his  son  admiu  there  was  but  our)  took  plare  about 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  lOth,  three  days  before 
Dr.  Johnson's  death  ;  that  Mr.  La  Trobe  did  not  even  see 
him  :  and  that  it  was  in  the  course  of  that  very  day  th.it  Mr. 
Hoole  read  prayers  to  him  and  a  small  congregation  of 
fnends.  And  I  miut  add,  that  some  further  particulars 
stated,  with  the  samg  view.  In  the  anonymous  ietti-r  —  which 
the  editor  of  Hannah  More's  ought  not  to  have  admitted 
without  better  authentication  —  are  cerulnly  and  manifest iy 
faUe.  So  little  can  anecdotes  at  second  band  be  trusted.  _ 
Ckokbr,  1831-47. 

*  No  doubt  the  gentleman  who  Is  so  conspicuous  in  Mr. 
Cumberland's  Memoirs.  He  was  subsequently  first  master 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  college  at  Maytiooth,  and  titular 
Bishop  of  Waterford  in  Ireland,  in  which  latter  capacity  he 
published,  in  1797,  a  pastoral  charge,  which  excited  a  good 
deal  of  observation.  —  Cboksk. 
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an  idiot;  he  is  as  awkward  as  a  turnspit  when 
first  put  into  the  wheel,  and  as  sleepy  as  a 
dormouse." 

He  repeated  with  great  spirit  a  poem,  con- 
sisting of  several  stanzas,  in  four  lines,  in 
alternate  rhyme,  which  he  said  he  had  com- 
posed some  years  before,  on  occasion  of  a 
rich,  extravagant  young  gentleman's  '  coming 
of  age  :  saying  he  had  never  reoeated  it  but 
once  since  be  composed  it,  and  had  given  but 
one  copy  of  it.  That  copy  was  given  to  Mrs. 
Throle,  now  Piozzi,  who  has  published  it  in  a 
book  which  she  entitles  "  British  Synonimy,'* 
but  which  is  truly  a  collection  of  entertaining 
remarks  and  stories,  no  matter  whether  ac- 
curate or  not.  Being  a  piece  of  exquisite 
satire,  conveyed  in  a  strain  of  pointed  vivacity 
and  humour,  and  in  a  manner  of  which  no 
other  instance  is  to  be  found  in  Johnson  s 
writings,  I  shall  here  insert  it. 

**  Long-expected  onc-and-twenty, 

LingVing  year,  at  length  is  flown  ; 
Pride  and  ple&sure,  pomp  and  plenty. 
Great  [Sir  John],  are  now  your  own. 

"  Loosen'd  from  the  minor's  tether. 
Free  to  mortgage  or  to  sell, 
Wild  as  wind,  ancTlight  as  feather, 
Bid  the  som  of  thrift  farewell. 

"  Call  the  Betseys,  Kates,  and  Jennies 
All  the  names  that  banish  care ; 
Lavish  of  your  grandsire*s  guineas, 
Show  the  spirit  of  an  heir. 

**  All  that  prey  on  vice  and  folly 

Joy  to  see  their  quarry  fly  ; 
^  There  the  gamester,  light  and  jolly, 

There  the  lender,  grave  and  sly. 

•*  Wealth,  my  lad,  was  made  to  wander, 
Let  it  wander  as  it  will ; 
Call  the  jockey,  call  the  pander. 
Bid  them  come  and  take  their  fill. 

"  When  the  bonny  blade  carouses. 
Pockets  full,  and  spirits  high  — 
What  are  acres  ?  what  are  houses  ? 
Only  dirt,  or  wet  or  dry. 

**  Should  the  guardian  friend  or  mother 
Tell  the  woes  of  wilful  waste : 
Scorn  their  counsels,  scorn  their  pother, 
You  can  hang  or  drown  at  last." 

As  he  opened  a  note  which  his  servant 
brought  to  him,  he  said,  "  An  odd  thought 
strikes  me: — we  shall  receive  no  letters  in 
the  grave." " 


1  Sir  John  Lade  —  the  posthnmous  ton  of  the  fourth 
baronet  by  Mr.  Thrale't  sUter.  He  entered  eagerly  into  alt 
the  folliet  of  the  day  ;  was  a  remarkable  whin  ;  and  married  a 

wonsan  of  the  town Crukkr.      See  Jonnfon's  letter  to 

Mr«.  Thrale,  August  8th,  1780.  "  You  have  heard  in  the 
papers  how  [Lade]  it  come  to  age.  I  have  enclosed  a  short 
•ong  of  congratulation,  which  you  must  not  show  to  anv 
body.  It  is  odd  that  It  should  come  into  any  body**  hcaa. 
I  hope  you  will  read  it  with  candour ;  it  i«,  I  believe,  one 
of  the  author's  first  essays  in  that  way  of  wriUng.  and  a 
beginner    is    always    to   be   treated    with    tenderness."  — 

MAI.ONE. 


He  requested  three  things  of  Sir  Jo 
Reynolds  :  —  To  forgive  hira  thirty  po 
which  he  had  borrowed  of  him  ;  —  to  rea<; 
Bible; — and  never  to  use  his  pencil  i 
Sunday.     Sir  Joshua  readily  acquiesced.^ 

Indeed  he  showed  the  greatest  anxiety 
the  religious  improvement  of  his  fricodj 
whom  he  discoursed  of  its  infinite  consequc 
He  begged  of  Mr.  Hoole  to  think  of  wha 
had  said,  and  to  commit  it  to  wriUng; 
upon  being  aflerwanls  assured  that  this 
done,  pressed  his  hands,  and  in  an  earnest 
thanked  him.  Dr.  Brocklesby  having  atteE 
him  with  the  utmost  assiduity  and  kindne* 
his  physician  and  friend,  he  was  peculiariy 
sirous  that  tliis  gentleman  should  not  ci 
tain  any  loose  speculative  notions,  but  be « 
firmed  in  the  truths  of  Christianity, 
insisted  on  his  writing  down  in  his  prese 
as  nearly  a.s  he  could  collect  it,  the  imnoi 
what  passed  on  the  subject ;  and  Dr.  fen 
lesby  having  complied  with  the  request, 
made  him  sign  the  paper,  and  urged  him  to  I 
it  in  his  own  custody  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Johnson,  with  that  native   fortitude  wh 
amidst    all  his  bodily    distress    and    me 
sufferings,    never    forsook    him,    asked 
Brocklesby,  as  a  man  in  whom  he  had  < 
iidence,  to  tell  him  plainly  whether  he  o 
recover.     "Give  me,"    said    he,    **a    di 
answer."     The  doctor,  having  first  asked 
if  he  could  bear  the  whole   truth,  whidi 
soever  it  might  lead,  and  being  answered 
he  could,  declared  that,  in  his  opinion,  heo 
not  recover  without  a  miracle.     "  Then," 
Johnson,  "  I  will  take  no  more  phy^c,  not  < 
my  opiates;   for  I  have  prayed    that  I 
render  up  my  soul  to  God  unclouded." 
this  resolution  he  persevered,  and,  at  the  s 
time,  used  only  the  weakest   kinds  of  em 
ance.  Being  pressed  by  Mr.  Windham  to 
somewhat  more  eenerous  nourishment,  les) 
low  a  diet  should  have  the  very  effect  w 
he  dreaded,  by  debilitating  his  mind,  he  i 
"I  will  take  any  thing  but  inebriating 
tenance." 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Strahan,  who  wis 
son  of  his  friend,  and  had  been  always  oi 
his  great  favourites,  had,  during  his  lalstilli 
the  satisfaction  of  contributing  to  soothe 
comfort  him.  That  gentleman's  house  a 
lington,  of  which  he  is  vicar,  afforded  Johi 
occasionally  and  easily,  an  agreeable  chanj 

Elace  and  Iresh  air;  and  he  attended  alsoi 
im  in  town  in  the  discharge  of  the  sa 
offices  of  his  profession. 


3  Madame  de  Maintenon  somewhere  said  iet  mtmiim' 
ent  pat;  and  higher  thoughto  of  tho  same  class  h^  i 
Jeremy  Taylor :  —  "  What  tervanu  thall  we  haTe  Co  ■ 
ut  in  the  grave  ?  What  friend*  to  visit  us  ?  Wh^oi 
people  to  cleanse  away  the  moist  anil  unvltolMaM 
reflected  on  our  faces  from  the  sides  of  the  weenlm  i 
which  arc  the  longest  weepers  at  our  funmh^ 
Dying,  chap.  I.  s.  2.  —  Ckorbb.  "■•■ '    " 

3  Hannah  More  says  that  on  this  last  aitSite  ^ir  J 

hctiuted  a  little,  but  at  last  complied Caoint,  IMT 
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Mr,  Stnihari  has  given  me  the  n^Treable 
■asmrance^  that  after  being  in  much  aj^ilation, 
Johnson  becnxpe  quite  com|>Oied,aud  coutmued 
EQ  till  his  de^llii. 

Dr,  Brotikleaby,  who  witl  not  be  auancetcd 
of  fanaticism,  oblig^ed  tpe  with  the  folWing 
accounta  i  — 

•'  For  Bome  time  before  hi«  dcntb,  nil  his  feara 
were  ^Imcd  and  alMorbed  bv  the  pneralcncc  df  hu 
fiiiih,  «nd  hbi  tfiiit  la  the  merits  and  propitiathn  of 
Jkus  Chrisl, 

**  He  talked  ofled  to  me  about  the  nece^iit;^  of 
fiuth  in  the  aacrifite  of  J^u^  a»  neccssry  bryoitd  all 
good  worts  whatCTCr  d^r  the  wWniion  ofmiinkiad. 

**  He  v^eaed  me  to  »lwdy  Dr.  Clnrkt'  nijd  to  read 
bit  wrmottB.  I  asked  him  why  he  pressed  Dr. 
Clarke,  an  Artan.*  •  Because/  said  lie,  *hcis 
fullest  on  the  prspitiatopif  Mocri^ceJ'  " 

or  bis  libit  momenta,  my  brother,  Thotniia^ 
David,  has  fumisiiwl  me  with  the  following 
particulars :  — 

**  The  Doctor,  from  the  time  that  he  waj  certain 
hit  death  wa*  ne*r,  appeared  to  be  perfi.'ctlj  ro- 
alf  iMd,  was  seldom  or  nercr  fretful  or  out  of  tem- 
per, and  often  uld  to  im  fiiithful  servant,  who  f^ve 
nw  tfaii  aci^unt,  '  Atlendi,  Franci.%  to  the  teilvation 
of  JOUT  tQul,  whicli  in  the  object  of  greatest  impr^r^ 
tanea : '  he  also  explained  to  him  pat^sa^rea  in  the 
ficriplura*  and  seemed  to  bare  pleasure  iti  talking 
itpfMi  religious  subjects, 

^On  Monday^  the  ISlh  of  December,  the  day 
on  which  he  died,  b  51  iw  Morris  *,  daughter  to  ii 
particulsur  firiend  of  hii,  called,  nnd  said  to  F^anris, 
that  she  bejrged  to  be  pctmitied  to  »ee  the  Doctor, 
tioit  she  might  earnestly  rpquc*l  him  to  gire  bcr 
hifi  b1e»ing.  Francis  went  into  the  room,  ^Ibwvd 
bj  the  young  lady,  and  delivered  the  messagi?.  The 
Doctor  tutntd  himself  in  the  hedi  and  said,  '  God 
Wem  you,  my  dear  J '  These  wi^e  the  last  word.% 
be  Bpok&  His  difficulty  of  breathing  iincrea>ti?d  til] 
about  ieven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  Mr,  Bar- 
ber and  Mrs.  Dcsnioolins,  who  were  f.itting  in  the 
toom,  oti&erviDg,  that  the  noise  be  bad  mode  lu 
breathing  had  ceased,  went  to  the  bed,  and  found 
be  was  dead."* 

About  two  dayi  after  his  death,  tin?  follow- 
lag  veTT  Q^teeable  account  was  cnmmunieatcd 
to  Mr-  Mdone,  in  a  letter  by  the  Honournhle 
John  Byng,  to  whom  I  ai]i  much  obligt-d  ft»r 
grating  me  piirnitsaioii  to  introduce  it  in  my 
work  :  — 


■  Theeh«q|is  orbit  Ktttitnenti  with  rffftrd  tn  rir.  (^i4rli« 
b  tliOs  mrntloMil  td  mr  In  H  It^lirr  fruni  thr  lotp  Dr.  Adaini, 
nuiar  Df  PtnabrokB  CoLI^rt.  O^fcinl.  — '-  The  Unctur'n  pr^'- 
Judleta  WiTfl  the  iirtmitif^r,  aJtd  certainly  in  Huothtr  irnro 
IhcwinkeiC,  tllSt  eirnr  p<HHUll^d  a  untlblo 


bli 


lo  utAri.  You  fcnnn 
t^raJ  for  orT>icido!iir.  But  diil  y«u  tTur  iipar  *hai 
bftnirlf — Uiat  tir  nmi  tasui«  it  a  rulr  ni>t  tu  Hdmll, 
Pr.  Ctarke'i  OHnie  In  hb  DktUnar}^  ?  Tbtl»  ho«D»irH,  wurc 
sA  At  KHnc  lUftauce pf  illTi«'  he  ii4v1f<?i|  n-tth  mr  what  txnlit 
^  ibduld  read  tn  deffrm  of  the  Christ iHh  rdlirt^^n.  I  r^- 
caBDiendeid  *  Cltrlce'i  Rrlclencoi  of  Natitrml  uad  livwealrA 
ftcl1|tail.' U  the  bt^  of  Ibe  klod  i,  nnd  I  floiL  In  mihai.  !•  cilJcd 
Hi^Frafen  *aA  BfcditanrFiit.Uh^t  hfr  wu  rr^ii«rtU-  «in- 
degrad  ui  tha  iMtler  part  nf  bli  time  in  milliter  CIcrLr'* 
Jtiijioni  "  ^  BonwiLL,  But  «j  I'Vly  u  I7rki,  he  reetnn- 
IMtrJ  Dr.  Clafkrt,  wttr,  p.  J  JI.V  _  CHaKtH. 

i  Shv  #»i  th«  ilii#r  of  .i  lnHrof  thn  t.aiTi#  >nAiTti;  whi^np- 
■BHvA  on  tlm  itagp  At  Cnveat  Uvdtfa  nji  JullM,  in  ITRtt,  and 
«M  Beat  fe«Hi  Htu*  w>i  i  r«lHttwi  af  Mr.  Corbjn  Marrli, 
ijUMWliifiijni  I  «r  tb«i  eui^nitvf,  _  Cvniisi^ 

>  Tba  lollMnriaK  tetter,  iwir  la  ray  ^MJ4H-ulqn,  wrtttGii  *1tb 


"  DtJiR  Sia,  —  Since  I  saw  you,  I  have  had  a 
long  conveRfca»ion  with  CawBion  *,  who  sat  op  with 
Dr.  Johnson,  from  nine  o'clock  on  Sunday  evening, 
till  ten  O'clock  on  Kfonday  morning,  And^  from 
what  I  can  gather  from  him,  it  should  seem  that 
Dr,  Johnson  wax  perfectly  eomppftcd,  steady  in 
hope,  iind  reiigned  to  denth.  At  the  intetvAl  of 
each  hour,  they  assisted  htm  to  sit  up  in  hisi  bed, 
and  move  his  legs  which  lA'ercin  much  pam  i  n-hen 
he  regularly  addrefsed  bimM^lf  to  fervent  pra^^er ; 
and  though,  sometimes  hia  voice  failvd  him,  his 
«en-«e  tievcr  did^  durinji;  that  time^  The  only  liUi^ 
te&ance  be  received  wa^  cider  and  water.  He  said 
his  mind  was  prepared,  and  the  time  to  hia  disjolu- 
(ion  seemed  long.  At  mi  in  ihe  morning,  ht  in* 
quired  the  hour,  and,  on  beinj(  informed,  ^d,  thst 
all  went  on  regularly,  and  he  felt  that  he  had  but 
a  few  hour*  to  live. 

"  At  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  parted  from 
Cawston,  raying,  'You  should  not  detain  Mr,  Wind- 
ham's servant ;  — '  1  thank  you  ;  bear  my  netnein- 
hmnee  to  your  miLster.*  CawEton  says,  that  no 
man  could  appear  more  collceied,  more  devour, 
or  less  terrified  at  the  thoughts  of  the  approarblng 
minute, 

"  Thifi  account^  which  is  w  much  more  afrreeablo 
than,  and  somewhat  different  from^yourts  hapi  givtn 
u<t  the  satk^ction  of  thinking  that  that  gtcut  nma 
died  US  he  lived,  full  of  re«ignatiuii,  strengthened 
in  faith,  and  joy  Fill  in  hope." 

A  few  tliiya  Iwfore  his  death,  he  hud  asked 
Sir  Juhn  1  lawk  in  9,  m  one  *^f  his  executors, 
where  he  should  be  buried  ;  and  on  Ijoing' 
nnswered,  "  Do ubtlt!s.s  in  Westminster  Abbey,*' 
Bceined  to  fc-cd  a  satisfaction,  very  natural  to  a 
poet ;  and  indeed  in  my  opinion  verv  iiatuml 
to  every  man  of  any  imagination,  who  liog  no 
family  Eepulchre  in  which  he  can  be  luid  with 
bis  falhers.  Accordingly,  upon  ]^[onday,  De- 
cember 20.J  hia  remaiti^' [enclosed  in  a  leaden 
coffin]  w(jre  deposited  iu  that  uoble  and  re* 
nnwncd  edifice  [in  the  pouth  tran?epl^  near 
the  fhot  nf  Shakftpeare's  monument,  and  close 
lo  the  cotnn  of  hi:*  friend  Garrick]  ;  and  over 
lii«  grsive  was  placed  a  targe  blue  Ihig-fitone, 
with  thifl  inscri[itinn :  — 

"SAMtiKt  Joiixiow,  LL.D. 

ObiitiiiL  iVK  Decembri!t, 

Anno  l>tjniini 

M.  net.  i.TJtxiv. 

^tati^  aua»  tsitv." 


wi  airEtAtfd  liPinsU  Crom  the  wry  ch.tnituT  flf  rlpiit>i.  Iit  the 
nrnlattli*  Mr.  hKngtrnt.  nnti  nbv[oiiil>  JmHrrtitii«l  iij  h4»Yi>t'l- 
iiijri.  tt-Jll  iiH!t.  tn^Miith  cUttf  the  tiatj  oT  to  Inrtgrn  IrluMlp'hip. 
Tite  li'llitr  li  tuit  Afirtre«ti>t],  l>ut  Ur.  I^juigtMo'i  tauinlji  ttvliwt 
It  *hi  lifitvinidi<il  fur  Mr.  QoiwiyU, 

Mv  PfJta  -Srm,  —  Aftf^rmAnjrciOiofiirliti^  hniipi  and  fran  re- 
■|Ki<4lnR' Cbe  rrnii  of  tMi  h^r-avT  mum  of  lllnm  whirli  liai 
aiullnl  OUT  hotioun^  ^frfrnd.  i}f,  Johnimi,  tlnc^  hit  arrivjil 
from  LkhAiflfl,  utMitil:  (uut  d,if*  uo  the  Aj^penrmnct*  pn-w 
more  mntl  mnrp  n«r»l,aQd  thii  *ifternr>nn  H  etirht  i/rliirlt, 
whfii  1  arrkvirt  m  hli  houtit  tf»  trc-  hOiW  h*'  iliould  hi'  woiag 
on,  t  wu  acquiinteit  ni  tlit*  fivnr,  Lhat  abniit  tlnrc  qiiAf  Iit»  qf 
■n  hour  benirf ,  he  hivAtKnt  hi*  tttr  1  »m  now  wrltint!  In 
tll«  rcKim  wItPfr  hli  Tunemblr  rrmalnj  f^xhitrlt  a  *ftrvtir\r, 
Lti?  Intrreidn^  ju^rmnltv  o(  which,  ihlGrutt  u  ix  vo-ukl  bp  tn 
»ny  lart  to  iod  umnffr  fiptrf».«ci  to  yoii,  my  dnrSir, 
whfne  nwn  s.rnuihon«  will  p^Jiu  t(  K^ilmn^lj,  Uttotiltl  Xtttof 
«)1  mt!ti  theii»iit  iiu)i«rfliii«u  to  Jtttimipl  to .  —  CmoKtm. 

1    Srmnt   to   the    Bliht    Itoii,   ITHIIatn    WLndbUB.  _ 

BU«W  ILL, 
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His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  respectable 
number  of  his  friends,  particularly  such  of  tlie 
members  of  The  Literary  Club  as  were  in 
town  ;  and  was  also  honoured  with  the  pre- 
sence of  several  of  the  Reverend  Chapter  of 
Westminster.  Mr.  Burke,  Sir  Joseph  Banks, 
Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Langton,  Sir  Charles  Bun- 
bury,  and  Mr.  Colman  bore  his  pall.  His 
schoolfellow.  Dr.  Taylor,  performed  tJie  mourn- 
ful office  of  reading  the  burial  service.^ 


I  trust  I  shall  not  be  accused  of  affectation, 
when  I  declare,  that  I  find  myself  unable  to 
express  all  that  I  felt  upon  the  loss  of  such  a 
"  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend."  *  I  shall, 
therefore,  not  say  one  word  of  my  own,  but 
adopt  those  of  an  eminent  friend  ^ ,  which  he 
uttered  with  an  abrupt  felicity,  superior  to  all 
studied  compositions :  — "  He  has  made  a  chasm, 
which  not  only  nothing  can  fill  up,  but  which 
nothing  has  a  tendency  to  fill  up.  Johnson 
is  dead.  Let  us  go  to  the  next  best:  there 
is  nobody  ;  no  man  can  be  said  to  put  you  in 
mind  of  Johnson." 

As  Johnson  had  abundant  homage  paid  to 
him  during  his  life^  so  no  writer  in  this  nation 
ever  had  such  an  accumulation  of  literary  ho- 
nours aflcr  his  death.  A  sermon  upon  that 
event  was  preached  in  St.  Mary's  Church, 
Oxford,  before  the  University,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Agutter,  of   Magdalen  College.*      The 


>  "  It  must  be  told,  that  a  ditutisfactlon  was  expressed  in 
the  public  papers  that  he  was  not  buried  with  all  possible 
funeral  rites  and  honours.  In  all  priKessions  and  solemnities 
something  will  b«>  forgotten  or  omitted.  Here  no  disrespect 
was  intended.  The  executors  did  not  think  themselves 
Justi6ed  in  doing  more  than  they  did ;  for  only  a  little  rathe, 
dral  service,  accompanied  with  lights  and  music,  would  have 
raised  the  price  of  Interment  In  this  matter  fees  ran  high  ; 
they  could  not  be  excused  ;  and  the  expenses  were  to  be  piUd 
from  the  property  of  the  deceased.  His  funeral  expenses 
amounted  to  more  th.m  two  hundred  pounds.  Future 
monumental  charges  may  be  defrayed  by  the  generosity  of 
lubscriptinn."  —  Gm</(;man's  Magaune,  178.%  p.  911.,  pro- 
bablybyMr.  Tyers. 

There  was  some  hope  that  the  fees  would  have  been  re- 
funded,  and  Steevens  made  a  suggestion  to  that  effect  in  the 
Gcni.  Mag.t  but  they  were  not ;  and  it  is  to  be  added,  that  all 
Dr.  Johnson's  friends,  but  especially  Malone  and  Steevens, 
were  indignant  at  the  mean  and  selHsh  spirit  which  the  dean 
and  chapter  exhibited  on  this  occasion  ;  but  they  were  es- 
pecially so  against  Dr.  Taylor,  not  only  for  not  having  jirc- 
vaiied  on  his  colleagues  to  show  more  respect  to  his  old 
friend,  but  for  the  unfeeling  manner  in  which  be  himself 
performed  the  burial  service —  Crokkr. 

i  On  the  subject  of  Johnson  I  may  adopt  the  words  of  Sir 
John  Harrington  concerning  his  venerable  tutor  and  dio> 
cesan,  Dr.  John  Still,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells :  "  who  hath 
given  me  some  helps,  more  hopes,  all  encouragements  in  ray 
best  studies ;  to  whom  I  nevt-r  came  but  I  grew  more  re- 
ligious ;  from  whom  I  never  went,  but  I  parted  better 
instructed.  Of  him,  therefore,  ray  a(K)uainUnce,  my  friend, 
my  instructor,  if  I  speak  much,  it  were  not  to  be  marvelleii ; 
if  I  speak  frankly,  it  is  not  to  be  blamed ;  and  though  I  speak 
partially,  it  were  to  bo  |>ardoned."  —  yuga  yf R/iotKr,  vol.  i, 

6. 136.  There  is  one  circumstance  in  Sir  John's  cnaracter  of  ^ 
ishop  Still,  wliiih  is  neculiarlv  applicable  to  Johnson :  "  He 
became  so  famous  a  disputer,  that  the  learnedest  were  even 
afraid  to  dispute  with  him ;  and  he.  finding  his  own  strength, 
coulil  not  stick  to  warn  them  in  their  arguments  to  take  heed 
to  their  answers,  like  a  perfect  fencer  that  will  tell  aforehand 
in  which  button  he  will  give  the  venew,  or  like  a  cunning 
chess-player  that  will  appoint  aforehand  with  which  pawn 
and  in  what  place  he  will  give  the  mate  "  Ibid.  —  Boswlll. 
*  The  late  Kight  Hon.  William  Gerrard  Hamilton,  who 
had  been  intimately  acquainted  with  Dr.  Johnson  near  thirty 
jMrt.  He  died  in  London,  July  16.  1796,  in  his  sixty-eighth 
year.  —  MsLONB. 


Lives,  the  Memoirs,  the  Essays,  both  in  pi 
and  verse,  which  have  been  publbbed  c 
cerning  him,  would  make  many  volumes  ' 
numerous  attacks  too  upon  him  I  cunside 
part  of  his  consequence,  upon  the  princ 
which  he  himself  so  well  knew  and  asier 
Many  who  trembled  at  his  presence  were  i 
ward  in  assault,  when  they  no  longer  am 
hended    danger.      When    one    of   his    Ii 

1>ragmatical  foes  was  invidiously  snarling 
lis  fame  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  table. 
Reverend  Dr.  Parr  exclaimed,  with  his  m 
bold  animation,  ^  Ay,  now  that  the  old  lio 
dead,  every  ass  thinks  he  may  kick  at  him.' 
A  monument  for  him,  in  Westminster  Abl 
was  resolved  upon  soon  after  his  death,  i 
was  supported  by  a  most  respectable  con 
bution ;  but  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Pai 
Jiaving  come  to  a  resolution  of  admit! 
monuments  there  upon  a  liberal  and  mago 
cent  plan,  that  cathedral  was  afterwards  fi: 
on,  as  a  place  in  which  a  cenotaph  should 
erected  to  his  memory  :  and  in  ue  cathe^ 
of  his  native  city  of  Lichfield  a  smaller  i 
is  to  be  erected.  ^  To  compose  his  epita 
could  not  but  excite  the  warmest  compedt 
of  genius.  If  laudari  i  laudato  viro  be  pn 
which  is  highly  estimable,  I  should  not  fora 
myself  were  I  to  omit  the  following  sepokl 
verses  on  the  author  of  The  JBkgusk  £ 
TtoMABT,  written  by  the  Rigbt  Honoun 
Henry  Flood":  — 


*  Beside  the  Dedications  to  him  br  Dr.  Goldsiaitk 
Rev.  Dr.  Franklin,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  WHaon,  vfaii-h  1 
mentioned  according  to  their  dates,  there  was  one  liy  a  I 
of  a  versiflcation  of  "Aningalt  and  AJut.**and  one  bi 
ingenious  Mr.  Walker,  of  his  "  Rhrtorical  Grammar' 
have  introduced  into  this  work  several  complimenCa  ] 


him  In  the  writings  of  bis  contemporaries  ;  but  the  nunb 

'  'riy  say  thai  

a  general  tribute.    Let  me  not  t>e  torgocful  of  Che  bo 


them  is  so  great,  that  we  may  fall 


that  tbere  was  all 


done  to  him  by  Colonel  Myddleton,  of  Gwajoynog. 
Denbigh  ;  who,  on  the  banks  of  a  rivulet  lu  bis  park,  w 
Johnson  delighted  to  sUnd  and  repeat  Tcrae*.  erected  aa 

with  the  inscription  given  anti,  p.  423.  n.  4.  B4i»w 

Here  followed  an  account  of  the  various  portraits  of 
Johnson,  which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  chapu 
Croker. 

»  It  is  not  yet  published.  In  a  letter  to  me.  Mr.  A«i 
says,  "  My  sermon  tiefore  the  University  was  more  eof 
with  Dr.  Johnson's  moral  than  his  rnteUcciuttt  chara 
It  particularly  examined  his  fear  of  death,  and  sufV 
several  reasons  for  the  apprehensions  of  the  gt>od.  an 
InditTerencc  of  the  infidel,  in  their  Ust  hours  ;  this 
illustrated  by  contrasting  the  death  of  Dr.  Johnson  and 
Hume  :  the  text  was,  Job,  xxi.  'ifl — 26.**  —  Boaw  ux. 

•  This  monument  has  been  since  erected.  It  cnnsuti 
medallion,  with  a  tablet  beneath,  on  which  Is  this  uu 
tion :  — 

The  friends  of  Samuel  Jor.nson.  LL  D 
A  native  of  LlchScld. 
Erected  this  Monument, 
Asa  tribute  of  respect 
To  the  Memory  of  a  man  of  extenalre  leaminc. 
A  distinguished  moral  writer,  and  a  sincere  ChriSian. 
He  died  Dec.  13.  I7W,  aged  75 MaLo>>K.  ^^ 

7  To  prevent  any  misconception  on  this  suM«ct. 
Malone,  by  whom  theje  lines  were  oblioiuglT  caaununk 
requests  me  to  add  the  following  remark, :  -^^ 

"  In  justice  to  the  late  Mr.  Flood,  now  himself  waa 
and  highly  meriting,  an  epitaph  from  his  couTrtrr  to  i 
his  transcendent  talents  did  the  highest  honour  as  w 
the  most  imporunt  service,  it  should  be  observed* that 
lines  were  by  no  means  intended  as  a  reirular  mooua 
inscription  for  Dr.  Johnson.  Had  he  undertaken  to  vii 
appropriate  and  discriminatire  •p4ta|^  for  that  excdlea 
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**  No  need  of  Latin  or  of  Greek  to  grace 

Our  JoHKsoN*s  memory,  or  inscribe  his  grave ; 
His  native  language  claims  this  mournful  space, 
To  pay  the  immortality  he  gave."  ' 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Parr,  on  beinrr  requested  to 
undertftke  Johnson^s  epitaph,  thus  expressed 
himself  in  a  letter  to  William  Seward,  Esq. : 

**  I  leave  this  mighty  task  to  some  hardier  and 
iome  abler  writer.  The  variety  and  splendour  of 
Johnson's  atUunments,  the  peculiarities  of  his  cha- 
racter, his  private  virtues,  and  his  literary  publi- 
cations, fill  me  with  confusion  and  dismay,  when 
I  reflect  upon  the  confined  and  difficult  species  of 
composition,  in  which  alone  they  can  be  expressed 
with  propriety,  upon  this  monument." 

But  I  understand  that  this  great  scholar,  and 
warm  admirer  of  Johnson,  has  yielded  to  re- 
peated solicitations,  and  executed  the  very 
oifficult  undertaking. 


(BxCraovdInary  man,  those  who  knew  Mr.  Flood's  rigour  of 
■ilad  will  hare  no  doubt  that  he  would  bare  produced  one 
worthy  of  bit  Illustrious  subject.  But  the  (act  was  merely 
this :  In  December,  nf^,  after  a  Urge  subscription  had  been 
■Mda  for  Dr.  Johnson's  monument,  to  which  Mr.  Flood 
HlMnlly  contributed,  Mr.  Malunc  happened  to  call  on  him  at 
Ms  bouse  in  Bemers  Street,  and  the  conversation  turning 
OD  the  proposed  monument.  Mr.  Malone  maintained  that  the 
epftapb,  by  wbomsocTer  it  should  be  written,  oui;ht  to  be  in 
Litln.  Mr.  Flood  thought  differeutly.  The  next  morning, 
te  a  poatscript  to  a  note  on  another  subject,  he  mentioned 
Chat  be  continued  of  the  same  opinion  as  on  the  preceding 
dwr.  and  sutqotned  the  lines  above  given."  —  BoawsLt. 

Dr.  Johnson's  monument,  consisting  of  a  colossal  6gure 
~  ig  against  a  column  (but  not  very  strongly  resembling 
bai  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Boswell  been  placed  in  St. 
Paoi's  Cathedral,  having  been  first  opened  to  public  view, 
February  S.  1796.  The  epitaph  was  written  by  the  Uev. 
Dr.  Parr,  and  is  as  follows :  — 

A  ^  a 

SAMVEL1  ■  lOHNSOK 

GRAMMATICO  •  ET  *  CKITICO 

SCRIPTORVM  •  ANGLICORVM  •  LITTERATE  • 

PERITO 

POETAE  •  LVMINIBVS  •  SENTENTIARVM 

BT  •  PONDERIBVS   •  VERBORVM  •  AD.MIRABILI 

NAGISTRO  •  VIRTVTIS  •  GKAVISSIMO 
HOMINI  •  OPTIMO  ■  ET  ■  SINGVLARIS  •  EXEMPLI. 

QVI     VIXIT  •  ANN  •  Lxxv  •  MENS    il.   DIKB  •  xml. 

DECES.SIT  •  IDIB  •  DECE.MBK  •  ANN  •  CHHl.ST  • 

cl:»  •  IJTC  •  Lxxxnil  •  SEPVLT  •  IN  ■  AED  •  SANCT  • 

PETR  •  WESTMONASTERIENS-  xul  •  KAL  • 

lANVAR  •  ANN  •  CHRIST  •  cIj  •  Idcc    lxxxv. 

AMICI  •  ET  •  SOUALKS  •  LITTERARll 

PECVNIA  •  CONLATA 

H  •  M  •  FACIVND  •  CVRAVER. 

On  a  scroll  In  bis  hand  are  the  following  words  :  — 
ENMAKAPEZXinONANANTAHlOSEIHAMOIBH. 

On  one  side  of  the  monument :  ^ 
Faciu.tT  JoflANKis  Bacon,  ScvLPioa  An!«.  Chbist. 

M.D.CC.LXXXV. 

The  sulMcri|>tion  for  this  monument,  which  cost  eleven 
hundred  guinea*,  wa*  bcitun  bv  the  Literary  Club,  and  rom- 
pleted  by  the  aid  of  Johnson  s  other  friends  and  admirers. 
—  Malanb. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  committee  for  erecting  this 
lument  did  not  adhere  to  the  principles  of  th<*  Hammd 
s.oo  the  subject  of  Goldsmith's  epiupli.  (anl/^.  p.  A21.). 
mtd  Insist  on  having  the  epitaph  to  John>on  written  in  the 
iMifuageto  which  he  had  been  so  great  and  so  very  |>rrnliar 
lactnr.  Thp  committee  of  »n»wcril»er«.  r.-illed  ruralors. 
Lord  Stowoll.  Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Windham.  .Sir  Jofrph 
Mr.  Metcair.  Mr.  Bf>swell.  and  Mr.  Malone ;  of  whom. 
Mr.  Mdralf.  Mr.  Burfce.  and  Sir  Joirph  had  siRnrd  the  Hutm4 
but  it  may  be  presumed  that  Dr.  Johnkon's    pre- 
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CONCLUSION. 

The  character  of  Samuel  Johnson  has,  I 
trust,  been  so  developed  in  the  course  of  this 
work,  that  they  who  have  honoured  it  with  a 
perusal  may  be  considered  as  well  acquainted 
with  him.  As,  however,  it  may  be  expected 
that  I  should  collect  into  one  view  the  capital 
and  distinguishing  features  of  this  extraordi- 
nary man,  I  shall  endeavour  to  acriuit  myself 
of  that  part  of  my  biographical  undertaking  *, 
however  difficult  it  niav  be  to  do  that  which 
many  of  my  readers  wdl  do  better  fur  them- 
selves. 

His  figure  was  large  and  well  forme<l,  and 
his  countenance  of  the  cast  of  an  ancient  statue  ; 
yet  his  appearance  was  rendered  strange  and 
somewhat  uncouth,  by  convulnive  cramps,  by 
the  scars  of  that  distemper  which  it  was  once 


ference  of  a  Latin  epitaph,  so  norifrvc/jr  pronommced  on  that 
occasion,  operated  on  their  minds  as  ao  expression  of  what 
his  wishes  would  have  been  as  to  his  own.  it  seems,  how- 
ever, to  me,  the  height  of  bad  taate  and  absurdity  to  exhiliit 
Dr.  Johnkon  in  .St.  Paul's  cathedral  In  the  masquermiK 
of  a  half-naked  Rom.in,  with  such  pedantic,  and,  t<»  the 
passing  puhlic,  unintelligible  inscriptions  as  the  above :  of 
which  the  fuUuwing  is  a  close  translation :  — 


Alpha   j^    Ome^ 


To  SAMtJEL  JoBNtON, 

A  grammarian  and  critic 

Of  great  skill  in  Enslish  literature  ; 

A  poet  admimlile  for  the  Tight  of  his  sentences 

And  th«  weight  of  his  words ; 

A  most  effective  teacher  of  virtue ; 

An  excellent  man.  and  of  singular  example. 

Who  lived  75  years,  3  months,  14  days. 

He  died  in  the  ides  of  December,  iu  the  year  of  Christ, 

MUCCLXXXIV. 

Was  buried  iu  the  church  of  St.  Prter's, Westminster, 
The  ISth  of  the  kalends  of  January,  in  the  year  of  Christ 

MDCCLXXXIV. 

His  literary  fHends  and  companions, 

By  a  collection  of  money. 
Caused  this  monument  to  be  made. 

The  reader  will  not  of  course  attribute  to  the  original  all 
the  awkwardness  of  this  nearly  literal  version  ;  but  he  will 
not  fail  tooljserve  the  tedious  and  confused  mode  of  marking 
the  numerals,  the  unnecessary  repetition  of  them,  and  the 
Introduction  of  nvnr$  and  tdfs,  all  of  which  are,  even  on  the 
principles  of  the  I^fiidarian  scholars  themselves.  elum*y. 
and  on  the  principles  of  common  sense.  c<>ntemi>tii>le 
Thirty-four  letters  and  numerals  (nearly  a  tenth  part  of  the 
whole  inscrifidon)  are,  for  instance,  ex|>ended  in  lettiiiK 
|M)sieri(y  know  that  Dr.  Johnson  ^a*  buried  in  about  a  »rek 
after  hi*  dcalk. 

The  tircek  words,  so  pedantically  jumbled  together  nn  the 
scroll,  are  an  .iiter<ttion  by  Dr.  Parr  of  the  c<Hicluding  line  of 
Dionrsiu*.  the  grogra|ihcr.  with  which  Johnson  had  cli>'»-4| 
the  Rambler.  See  ami,  p.  71.  It  se^ms.  that  in  dei«-reiire 
to  uttnif  apprehensions  that  the  Dean  and  riiMit.-r  of 
St.  I>jur«  miKht  think  the  Airu*  i«  ututm^m  «»i«vk  u*. 
miut^r,  '—Jrom  the  bie$ird  \jiodt\  may  k  ■  receirr  ki$  m.-ind 
rnrarif  —  »oiiie» hat  ht-alhenith.  Dr.  Parr  was  imt-imi-iI 
to  convert  the  line  into  'E»  fA^mm^tm  r«*w»  «*»{«•;  \'.n 
ausi^n  —  may  he  reeeire  amongst  the  bUard  the  merit- tt  i  ■  - 
vard  Iff  kit  iaUmri.  The  reader  »ho  i*  rivious  <«tK>iit  (!.•• 
pompous  inanities  of  literature  « ill  find  at  the  en«i  <il  tiie 
fourth  volume  of  Dr.  Parr's  works,  ed.  \**'t\.  a  I'-nit  mrn-- 
sfioodence  Itetween  Parr.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  Malorn-.  and 
r>ther  frietHi«  of  Dr.  Johnson,  on  the  sutiject  of  this  e)iihu>h. 
He  will  be  amused  at  the  burlesque  importam^  whirh  P.irr 
attaches  to  epitaph-writing,  the  tenarily  with  nhich  he  fo- 
deavourcd  to  describe  Dr.  Johnson,  with  reference  to  his 
poetical  ciiaracter.  as  poeta  prubabiUt.  and  hi*  candid  avu«rfl, 
that  in  the  composition  he  was  thinking  more  of  his  u»n 
ctiararter  than  I>r.  Johnton's.  —  CaoKLB. 

'  A*  I  do  not  see  any  reauHi  to  give  a  different  charar'f>r 
of  my  illustrious  fnend  now  from  what  1  formerly  jr:>ve.  ibe 
greatest  |iart  of  the  skKch  of  him  in  ny  **  Jnumal  of  a  Tuur 
to  the  Hebrides  "  is  here  adopted.  —  Boswux. 
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imagined  the  royal  touch  could  cure,  and  by  a 
slovenly  mode  of  dress.  He  had  the  use  only 
of  one  eye ;  yet  so  much  does  mind  govern,  and 
even  supply  the  deficiency  of  organs,  that  his 
visual  perceptions,  as  far  as  they  extended, 
were  uncommonly  quick  and  accurate.  So 
morbid  was  his  temperament,  that  he  never 
knew  the  natural  joy  of  a  free  and  vigorous 
use  of  his  limbs :  when  he  walked,  it  was  like 
the  struggling  gait  of  one  in  fetters ;  when  he 
rode,  he  had  no  command  or  direction  of  his 
horse,  but  was  carried  as  if  in  a  balloon.  That 
with  his  constitution  and  habits  of  life  he 
should  have  lived  seventy-five  years,  is  a  proof 
that  an  inherent  vivida  vis  is  a  powerful  pre- 
servative of  the  human  frame. 

Man  is,  in  general,  made  up  of  contradictory 
qualities ;  and  these  will  ever  show  themselves 
in  strange  succession,  where  a  consistency  in 
appearance  at  least,  if  not  reality,  has  not  been 
attained  by  long  habits  of  philosophical  dis- 
cipline. In  proportion  to  the  native  vigour  of 
the  mind,  the  contradictory  qualities  will  be 
the  more  prominent,  and  more  difficult  to  be 
adjusted ;  and,  therefore,  we  are  not  to  won- 
der that  Johnson  exhibited  an  eminent  exam- 
ple of  this  remark  which  I  have  made  upon 
human  nature.  At.  different  times  he  seemed 
a  different  man  in  some  respects;  not,  how- 
ever, in  any  great  or  essential  article,  upon 
which  he  hod  fully  employed  his  mind,  and 
settled  certain  principles  of  duty,  but  only  in  his 
manners,  and  in  the  display  of  argument  and 
fancy  in  his  talk.  He  was  prone  to  super- 
stition, but  not  to  credulity.  Though  his  ima- 
gination might  incline  him  to  a  belief  of  the 
marvellous  and  the  mysterious,  his  vigorous 
reason  examined  the  evidence  with  jealousy. 
He  was  a  sincere  and  zealous  Christian,  of  high 
Church  of  England  and  monarchical  principles, 
which  he  would  not  tamely  suffer  to  be  ques- 
tioned ;  and  had,  perhaps,  at  an  early  period, 
narrowed  his  mind  somewhat  too  much,  both 
as  to  religion  and  politics.  His  being  im- 
pressed with  the  danger  of  extreme  latitude 
m  either,  though  he  was  of  a  very  independent 
spirit,  occasioned  his  appearing  somewhat  un- 
favourable to  the  prevalence  of  that  noble 
freedom  of  sentiment  which  is  the  best  pos- 
session of  man.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that  he 
had  many  prejudices;  which,  however,  fre- 
quently suggested  many  of  his  pointed  sayings, 
tnat  rather  show  a  playfulness  of  fancy  than 
any  settled  malignity.  He  was  steady  and 
inflexible  in  maintaining  the  obligations  of  re- 
ligion and  morality,  bodi  from  a  regard  for  the 
order  of  society  and  from  a  veneration  for  the 
Great  Source  of  all  order ;  correct,  nay  stem, 
in  his  taste ;  hard  to  please,  and  easily  offended; 
impetuous  and  irritable  in  his  temper,  but  of 
a  most  humane  and  benevolent  heart ' ,  which 

I  In  the  "  Olla  Podrida,"  a  collection  of  ctsaya  publishmi 
at  Oxford,  there  is  an  admirabie  paper  upon  the  character  of 
Johnson,  written  by  the  Hev.  Dr.  Homis  the  late  exrellent 
Bishop  of  Norwich.    The  following  passage  is  emiueutly 


showed  itself  not  only  in  a  most  liberal 
as  far  as  his  circumstances  would  allofi 
a  thousand  instances  of  active  bene 
He  was  afiilicted  with  a  bodily  diseam 
made  him  oilen  restless  and  fretful,  a 
a  constitutional  melancholy,  the  clouds  < 
darkened  the  brightness  of  his  fancy,  a 
a  gloomy  cast  to  his  whole  course  of  tl 
we,  therefore,  ought  not  to  wonder  at  h 
of  impatience  and  passion  at  any  tim 
cially  when  provoked  by  obtrusive  ig 
or  presuming  petulance  ;  and  allowan 
be  made  for  his  uttering  hasty  and 
sallies  even  against  his  best  friends 
surely,  when  it  is  considered,  that  ' 
sickness  and  sorrow  ^'  he  exerted  his  i 
in  so  many  works  for  the  benefit  < 
kind,  and  particularly  that  he  achie- 
great  and  admirable  Dictionary  of  our  la 
we  must  be  astonished  at  his  resolutioi 
solemn  text,  "  Of  Iiim  to  whom  much 
much  will  be  required,**  seems  to  ha 
ever  present  to  his  mind,  in  a  r^orou 
and  to  have  made  him  dissatisfied  ? 
labours  and  acts  of  goodness,  however  cc 
tively  great ;  so  that  the  unavoidable  coi 
ness  of  his  superiority  was,  in  that  re 
cause  of  disquiet.  He  suffered  so  much  fr 
and  from  the  gloom  which  perpetually  1 
him,  and  made  solitude  frightful,  that 
be  said  of  him,  *'  If  in  this  life  only  he  ha 
he  was  of  all  men  most  miserable.**  H 
praise  when  it  was  brought  to  hin 
was  too  proud  to  seek  for  it.  He  wa 
what  su  sceptible  of  flattery.  As  he  was 
and  unconfined  in  his  studies,  he  cai 
considered  as  master  of  any  one  pa 
science;  but  he  had  accumulated  a  v 
various  collection  of  learning  and  kno 
which  was  so  arranged  in  his  mind  s 
ever  in  readiness  to  be  brought  fortl 
his  superiority  over  other  learned  men  c* 
chiefly  in  what  may  be  called  the  art  o 
ing,  the  art  of  usin^  his  mind  ;  a  certs 
tinual  power  of  seizing  the  useful  su 
of  all  that  he  knew,  and  exhibiting  it  ii 
and  forcible  manner ;  so  that  knowledge 
we  often  see  to  be  no  better  than  lu 
men  of  dull  understanding,  was  in  h 
evident,  and  actual  wisdom.  His  mo 
cepts  are  practical,  for  they  arc  drawn 
intimate  acquaintance  with  human 
His  maxims  carry  conviction ;  for  1 
founded  on  the  basis  of  common  sens 
very  attentive  and  minute  surrey  of  i 
His  mind  was  so  full  of  imagery  that  h 
have  been  perpetually  a  poet;  yet  it  is 
able,  that  however  rich  his  prose  is 
respect,  his  poetical  pieces  in  general  I 
much  of  that  splendour,  but  are  rathe 
gulshed  by  strong  sentiment  and  acut 


happy:—"  To  reject  wisdom,  because  the  p«ru 
who  communicates  it  is  uncouth,  and  hit  numiM 
clcgniit ;  what  is  it,  but  to  throw  awaj  a  DiiHv 
assign  for  a  reason  the  roughness  of  lis  co«t?^._  ] 
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vation,  conveyed  in  harmonious  and  energetic 
verse,  particularly  in  heroic  couplets.  Though 
usually  grave,  and  even  awful  in  his  deport- 
ment, he  possessed  uncommon  and  peculiar 
povirers  of  wit  and  humour;  he  frequently 
indulged  himself  in  colloquial  pleasantry  ;  and 
the  heartiest  merriment  was  often  enjoyed  in 
his  company ;  with  this  great  advantage,  that, 
as  it  was  entirely  free  from  any  poisonous 
tincture  of  vice  or  impiety,  it  was  salutary  to 
those  who  shared  in  it.  He  had  accustomed 
himself  to  such  accuracy  in  his  common  con- 
versation ' ,  that  he  at  all  times  expressed  his 
thoughts  with  gi'eat  force,  and  an  elegant  choice 
of  language,  the  effect  of  which  was  aided  by 
his  having  a  loud  voice,  and  a  slow  deliberate 
utterance.  In  him  were  united  a  most  logical 
head  with  a  most  fertile  imagination,  i^ch 
pave  him  an  extraordinary  advantage  in  argu- 
ing :  for  he  could  reason  close  or  wide,  as  he 
saw  best  for  the  moment.  Exulting  in  his 
intellectual  strength  and  dexterity,  he  could, 


>  Though  a  perfect  rciembhtnce  of  Johnson  is  not  to  be 
found  lo  any  age,  parts  of  his  character  are  admirable  ex- 
pressed bf  Clarendon,  in  drawing  that  of  Lord  Falkland, 
whom  the  noble  and  masterly  historian  describes  at  bis  seat 
li#ar  Oxford  :  "  Such  an  immensenpss  of  wit,  such  a  solidity 
of  Judcment,  so  infinite  a  fancy,  bound  In  by  a  most  logical 
raslocinatioo.  His  acquaintance  was  cultivated  by  the  most 
polite  and  accurate  men :  so  that  his  house  was  an  university 
m  less  volume,  whither  they  came,  not  so  much  for  repose  as 
study,  and  to  examine  and  refine  those  grosser  propositions 
wfaicn  laxinesa  and  consent  made  current  in  conversation." 
Bayle's  account  of  Menage  may  also  he  quoted  as  exceedingly 
applicable  to  the  great  subject  of  this  work :  — 

"His  illustrious  Hriends  erected  a  very  glorious  moou- 
netit  to  him  in  the  collection  entitled  '  Menagiana.'  Those 
who  Judge  of  things  right  will  confess  that  this  collection  is 
Tery  proper  to  show  the  extent  of  genius  and  learning  which 
was  the  character  of  Menage.  And  1  may  be  bold  to  say, 
that  tkf  eaceUfnt  works  he  publisMed  trill  not  ditlinguitk  him 
from  other  Iramfd  men  so  advanlageouslff  as  this.  To  pub- 
lish books  of  great  learning,  to  make  Greek  and  Latut  verses 
exceedingly  well  turned,  is  not  c  common  talent,  I  own  ; 
neither  is  it  extremely  rare.  It  is  incomparably  more  difl!« 
cult  to  And  men  who  can  furnish  discourse  about  an  infinite 
number  of  things,  and  who  can  diversify  them  a  hundred 
ways.  How  many  authors  are  there  who  are  admired  for 
their  works,  on  account  of  the  vast  learning  thst  is  displayed 
in  them,  who  are  not  al>le  to  sustain  a  conversation.  Those 
who  know  Menage  only  by  his  books  might  think  he  re- 
sembled those  learned  men  ;  but  if  you  show  the  *  Menagiana,' 
you  distinguish  him  from  them,  and  make  him  known  by  a 
talent  which  is,  given  to  very  few  learned  men.  There  it 
appears  that  he  was  a  man  who  spoke  offhand  a  thousand 
good  things.  His  memory  extended  to  what  was  ancient 
and  modem ;  to  the  court  and  to  the  city  ;  to  the  dead  and  to 
the  living  languages ;  to  things  serious  and  things  jocose ;  in 
a  word,  to  a  thousand  sorts  of  subjects.  That  which  ap- 
peared a  trifle  to  some  readers  of  tlir  *  Menagiana,'  who  did 
not  consider  circumstances,  caused  admiration  in  other 
readers,  who  minded  the  difference  between  what  a  man 
speaks  without  preparation  and  that  which  he  prepares  for 
the  press.  And.  therefore,  we  cannot  sufllciently  commend 
the  care  which  his  illustrious  friends  took  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment so  capable  of  giving  him  immortal  glory.  They  were 
not  obliged  to  rectify  what  they  had  heard  him  say  ;  for,  In  so 
doing,  thev  had  not  t>een  faithful  historians  of  his  conversa- 
tion.^' —  BORWELL. 

>  As  no  Inconsiderable  circumstance  of  his  fame,  we  must 
reckon  the  extraordinary  seal  of  the  artists  to  extend  and 
DOTpctuate  his  image.  I  can  enumerate  a  bust  by  Mr.  Nol- 
lekens,  and  the  many  casts  which  were  made  from  it ;  (p.  -ViS. 
n.  S.),  several  pictures  hv  Sir  Joshua  Keyuotds,  from  one  of 
wblcb,tn  the  potsesslun  of  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  Mr.  Humphrey 
executed  a  b«»utirul  miniature  in  enamel ;  one  by  Mrs.  Frances 
Bcynolds,  Sir  Joshua's  sister ;  one  by  Mr.  Zoftaijii ;  and  one 


when  he  pleased,  be  the  greatest  sophist  that 
ever  contended  in  the  list  of  declamation  ;  and, 
from  a  spirit  of  contradiction,  and  a  delight  in 
showing  his  powers,  he  would  often  mamtain 
the  wrong  side  with  equal  warmth  and  inge- 
nuity ;  so  that,  when  there  was  an  audience, 
his  real  opinions  could  seldom  be  gathered 
from  his  talk ;  though  when  he  was  in  company 
with  a  single  friend,  he  would  discuss  a  subject 
with  ^nuine  fairness ;  but  he  was  too  con- 
scientious to  make  error  permanent  and  per- 
nicious, by  deliberately  writing  it ;  and,  in  all 
his  numerous  works,  he  earnestly  inculcated 
what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  truth;  his 
piety  being  constant,  and  the  ruling  principle 
of  all  his  conduct. 

Such  was  Samuel  Johnson^;  a  man  whose 
talents,  acquirements,  and  virtues,  were  so  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  more  his  character  is 
considered,  the  more  he  will  be  regarded  by 
the  present  age,  and  by  posterity,  with  admi- 
ration and  reverence. 


by  Mr.  Opie ;  and  the  following  engravings  of  his  portrait : 
—  I.  By  Cooke,  from  Sir  Joshua,  for  the  proprietors'  edition 
of  his  folio  Dictionary.  —  2.  One  from  ditto,  by  ditto,  for 
their  quarto  edition. —  8.  One  ttam  Opie,  by  Heath,  for 
Harrison's  edition  of  his  Dictionary — 4.  One  from  KnU 
lekens'  bust  of  him,  by  Bartolotzi,  for  Fielding's  ouarto  edi- 
tion of  his  Dictionary.  —  5.  One  small,  from  Sir  Joshua,  by 
Trotter,  for  his  "  BeauUes."  —  6.  One  small,  from  Sir 
Joshua,  by  Trotter,  for  his  "  Lives  of  the  Poets."  — 7.  One 
small  from  Sir  Joshua,  bv  Hall,  for  "The  Rambler."  — 8. 
One  small  from  an  original  drawing,  in  the  possewion  of  Mr. 
John  Simco,  etched  bv  Trotter,  for  another  edition  of  h's 
"Lives  of  the  PoeU.'^  — 9.  One  small,  no  painter's  name, 
etched  by  Taylor,  for  bis  "  Jobnsoniana."  — 10.  One  folio, 
whole  length,  with  his  oak  stick,  as  described  in  Boswell's 
"Tour,"  drawn  and  etched  by  Trotter.  — II.  One  large 
Mexaotinto.  from  Sir  Joshua,  by  Doughty.  —  IS.  One  Urge 
Roman  head,  fh)m  Sir  Joshua,  by  Marcbi.  — 13.  Oneoctavo, 
holding  a  book  to  his  eye,  from  Sir  Joshua,  by  Hall,  for  his 
works —  U.  One  small,  from  a  drawing  from  the  life,  and 
engraved  by  Trotter,  for  bis  life  published  by  Kearsley.  — 
15.  One  large,  from  Opie,  by  Mr.  Townley  (brother  of  Mr. 
Townley  of  the  Commons),  an  ingenious  ariist.  who  resided 
some  time  at  Berlin,  and  has  the  honour  of  t>eing  engraver 
to  i^is  M^estv  the  King  of  Prussia.  This  is  one  uf  the  tinest 
mezxntintos  that  ever  was  executed ;  and  what  renders  it  of 
extraordinary  value,  the  plate  was  destroyed  after  four  or 
five  impressions  only  were  taken  off.  One  of  them  is  in  the 
possession  of  Sir  William  ScoU.    Mr.  Townley  has  lately  bofn 

1>revailed  with  to  execute  and  publish  another  of  the  same,  that 
t  may  be  more  generally  circulated  amongst  the  admirers  of 
Dr.  Johnson.  — 16.  One  large,  from  Sir  Joshua's  first  picture 
of  him.  by  Heath,  for  this  work,  in  quarto.  — 17.  One  octavo, 
by  Baker,  for  the  octavo  edition.  — 18.  And  one  for  "  Lava- 
ter's  Essays  on  Physiognomy,"  in  which  Johnson's  counte- 
nance is  analysed  upon  the  principles  of  that  fanciful  writer. 
There  are  »Uo  several  seals  with  his  head  cut  on  them,  par- 
ticularly a  very  fine  one  by  that  eminent  artist,  Rdward 
Burrh.  Esq.,  K.A.,  in  the  posseuiun  of  the  younger  Dr. 
Charles  Burney. 

Let  me  add.  as  a  proof  of  the  popularity  of  his  character, 
that  there  are  copper  pieces  struck  at  Birmingham,  with 
his  head  impressed  on  them,  which  pass  current  as  half- 
ponce  there,  and  in  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  country.  — 

BOSWELL. 

1  had  in  my  first  edition,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
John  3Iurray,  enlarged  Mr.  Boswell's  catah>gue  of  pictures 
and  engravings,  but  the  latter  have  become  too  many  for 
enumeration.  1  am.  therefore,  obliged  to  at>ide  by  Mr. 
Boswell's  list,  which  comprises  the  l)est  and  most  rcm.trk- 
able :  adding  only,  that  Dr.  Harwood  allowed  me  to  engrave 
for  my  first  edition  a  miniature  (painter  unknown),  which 
had  belonged  to  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  was  no  duubt  very  \ik.v 
when  he  was  about  3U.  ^  CfcoXEi,  1847. 
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A  P  P  E  If  D  I  X. 


No.  I. 
AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  EARLY  LIFE  OF  DR.  JOHNSON, 
WRITTEN  BY  HIMSELF. 


[See  p.  4.] 


From  a  little  rolume  publUhed  In  I  SOS,  and  now  become 
Hcarce,  eotltled  "  An  Account  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnion.  from  hU  Birth  to  hit  Eleventh  Year,  written  by 
hira»elf:  to  which  are  added.  Original  Letters  to  Dr.  John- 
vnn.  bjr  MiM  Hill  Boothby:  from  the  MSS.  preserred  bjr  the 
Doctor,  and  now  in  posseasion  of  Richard  Wright,  Surgeon, 
of  Lichfield."—"  ThiM  toittme  (njt  this  gentleman)  tras 
among  that  nuu$  qf  papers  which  teere  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  the  flamet  a  few  day$  before  Dr.  Joknion's  death, 
ihtrtj/'ttoo  pages  qf  which  were  torn  otU  by  himse^t  and  de- 
stroyed. FranciM  Barber,  his  black  servant,  unwiiltng  that  alt 
the  MSS.  ttf  his  illustrious  master  should  be  utterly  tost,  pre- 
served these  relies  from  thefiames.  By  purchase  they  came 
into  the  possession  qf  the  Editor." —  It  seemi  itrange  that 
Mr.  Boswell,  who  teems  to  have  had  acceM  to  all  Barber's 
Information,  shouM  not  have  heard  of  this.  —  Crokbb. 

ANNALS. 

1.   1709-10. 

8ei»t.  7.'  1709,  I  was  bom  at  Lichfield.  Mjr  mother  had 
a  very  difficult  and  dangerous  labour,  and  was  assisted  bjr 
George  Hector,  a  man-midwife  of  great  reputation.*  1  was 
born  almost  dead  >,  and  could  not  cry  for  some  time.  When 
be  had  me  in  his  arms,  he  said,  "  Here  it  a  brave  bor." 

In  a  few  weeks  an  inflammation  was  discovered  on  my 
buttock,  which  was  at  first,  I  think,  taken  for  a  bum  ;  but 
soon  appeared  to  be  a  natural  disorder.  It  iwelled,  broke, 
and  healed. 

My  father  being  that  year  sheriff  of  Lichfield,  and  to  ride 
the  circuit  of  the  county  '*  next  day,  which  was  a  ceremony 
then  performed  with  great  pomp ;  he  was  asked  by  my  mother, 
"  Whom  he  would  invite  to  the  Riding  ? "  and  answered, 
"  All  the  town  now."  He  feasted  the  citiaens  with  uncom. 
mon  magnificence,  and  was  the  last  but  one  that  maintained 
the  splendour  of  the  Riding. 

I  waa,  by  mv  father's  persuasion,  put  to  one  Marclew,  com- 
monly called  ^*Bellison^,"  the  servant,  or  wife  of  a  servant  of 
mv  father,  to  be  nursed  in  George  Lane,  where  I  used  to 
call  when  I  was  a  tilgger  boy,  and  eat  fruit  in  the  garden, 
whicir'was  fUll  of  trees.  Here  it  was  discovered  that  my 
eyes  were  bad ;  and  an  issue  was  cut  in  my  left  arm  <,  of 
which  I  took  no  great  notice,  as  I  think  my  mother  has  told 
me,  having  my  little  hand  in  a  custard. 

It  is  observable,  that,  having  been  told  of  this  operation,  I 
always  imagined  that  I  remembered  it,  but  I  laid  the  scene 
'in  the  wrong  house..  Such  confusions  of  memory  I  suspect 
to  be  common. 

My  mother  visited  me  every  day,  and  used  to  go  different 
wavs,  that  her  auiduity  might  pot  expose  her  to  ridicule  ; 
nna  often  left  her  fan  or  glove  behina  her,  that  she  might 
have  a  pretence  to  come  back  unexpected ;  but  she  never 
discovered  any  token  of  neglect.  Dr.  Swinfen  told  me,  that 
the  scrofulous  sores,  which  afflicted  me  proceeded  from  the 
bad  humours  of  the  nurse,  whose  son  had  the  same  dis- 
temper, and  was  likewise  short-sighted,  but  both  in  a  less 
degree.  My  mother  thought  my  diseases  derived  from  her 
family.  7 

In  ten  weeks  I  was  taken  home,  a  poor,  diseased  infant, 
almost  blind. 

I  remember  my  aunt  Nath.  Ford  told  mo,  when  I  was 
about .  . .  years  old,  that  she  would  not  have  picked  such  a 
poor  creature  up  in  the  street. 

In  1767,  when  I  was  at  Lichfield,  I  went  to  look  for  my 

I  18.  of  the  present  style.  —  Or/f. 

s  Father,  no  doubt,  of  JohnsonVi  firiend  of  the  san 
—  Croker. 

'  To  have  been  bom  almost  dead  has  been  related  of  many 
eminent  men  ;  amongst  others  of  Addison,  Lord  Lyttclton, 
and  Voltaire.  —  CroKrr. 

*  Of  the  city.  — Crorrr. 

*  The  n-ime  of  Marklew,  alias  Bellison,  is  yet  common  in 
Lichfield,  and  is  usually  so  distinguished.  —  R.  Wright. 

*  How  long  this  issue  was  continued  I  do  not  remember. 
I  believe  it  was  suffered  to  dry  when  I  was  about  six  yean 
old Orig. 


nurse's  house  ;  and.  Inquiring  aomcwhat  obacurelj. ' 
"  this  it  the  house  in  which  you  wer«  nuraed.**  I 
nurse's  son,  to  whose  milk  I  succeeded,  reading  a  lars 
whirh  my  nurse  had  bought,  aa  I  waa  then  told,  an 
before  her  death. 

Dr.  Swinfen  used  to  say,  that  he  nerer  knew  ai 
reared  with  so  much  difficulty. 

II.  1710.11. 

In  the  second  year  I  knew  not  what  hjmpened  U 
believe  it  was  then  that  my  mother  carried  roe  to  t 
to  consult  Dr.  Atwood,  an  oculiat  of  Worcester.  M 
and  Mrs.  HarrloU,  I  think,  never  had  much  kind 
each  other.  She  was  my  mother'a  rdatloo ;  My*  be  h 
to  high  to  whom  he  could  tend  any  of  his  ^rotly. 
her  seldom  himself,  and  willingly  diaguaCcd  bcr,  by 
his  horses  from  home  on  Sunday ;  which  the  wmaidg 
with  reason,  as  a  breach  of  dutv.  My  father  had  wri 
which  bit  adversity  hindered  from  being  fkilly  exc 
remember,  that,  mentioning  her  legacy  m  the  ba 
distress,  he  called  her  otir^oorf  Comsm  HarrwO.  Mr 
had  no  value  for  bis  relations  :  those  iiKleed  whooi  « 
of  were  much  lower  than  hera.  Thia  ctHitempt  I 
know  not  on  wbicb  side,  very  early  ;  but  aa  mv  teU 
little  at  home,  it  had  not  much  effect. 

My  father  and  mother  had  not  mudi  happlortt  fn 
other.  They  seldom  conversed  ;  for  my  father  ooald  i 
to  talk*of  bis  affkirs :  and  my  mother,  being  '■napqiwlff 
books,  cared  not  to  talk  of  any  thing  elae.  Had  ny 
been  more  literate,  ther  had  been  tiettor  cotnpjuiion 
might  have  sometimes  Introduced  her  un«  ^-lounie  tn 
more  success,  if  she  could  have  diverallied  lier  eonvc 
Of  business  the  bad  no  dlttinct  conceptloa ;  and  d 
hrr  dltcourte  wat  competed  only  of  complaint,  tmr  i 
picion.  Neither  of  them  ever  tried  to  calculate  the'a 
trade,  or  the  expenses  of  living.  My  mother  ceodoi 
we  were  poor,  because  we  lost  bv  acme  of  oar  trad 
the  truth  wat.  that  my  father,  having  in  the  early  em 
life  contracted  debu,  never  had  trade  sufficient  to  «u 
to  pay  them,  and  maintain  hit  family  ;  he  got  t^mwrti 
not  enough. 

It  was  not  till  about  1768,  that  I  thought  to  cakx 
returns  of  my  father't  trade,  and  tj  that  aaUmate 
bable  proflU.    This,  I  believe,  my  paurenta  never  dkL 

III.  171 U13. 

This  year.  In  Lent  —  IS.  1  wat  uken  to  Londei 
touched  for  the  evil  by  Queen  Anne.  My  mother 
Nicholson's,  the  famous  bookseller,  in  Little  Brit 
always  retained  some  memory  of  this  journey,  tbom 
then  but  thirty  months  old.  I  remembered  a  HtUeda 
behind  the  kitchen,  where  the  jack-weight  fell  throuj 
in  the  floor,  into  which  I  once  slipped  my  leg  ^^ 

1  remember  a  bov  crying  at  the  palace  wtu»  I  wt 
touched.  Being  asked,  "  on  which  aide  of  the  Aop 
counter?"  I  answered,  "on  the  left  from  tbeen 
many  yeart  after,  and  tpoke,  not  by  guess,  but  by  i 
We  went  in  the  stage-coach,  and  returned  in  the  wa 
mv  mother  said,  because  my  cough  was  violent.  T 
of  saving  a  few  shillings  wat  no  alight  motive  t  for 
having  been  accustomed  to  money,  was  afndd  of  a 

Eenscs  as  now  seem  very  small.    She  sewed  two  tn 
er  petticoat,  lest  she  should  be  robbed. 


7  Ami,  p.  4.  n.  I .  His  mother  and  I>r.  Swinleo  w 
perhaps  wrong  in  their  conjecture  as  to  the  oricii 
disenae ;  he  more  probably  inherited  it  ttxaa  his  Sak 
the  morbid  melancholy  which  is  to  comoKmly  an  ts 
on  scrofulout  habitt.— Crorbr. 

*  Near  Wolverhampton R.  Wriobt. 

*  My  mother,  then  with  child,  coooealed  her  or 
that  she  might  not  tte  hindered  from  the  Journey  -->< 

10  I  seem  to  remember,  that  I  pUyed  with  a  atrii 
bell,  which  my  cousin  Isaac  Johnami  gave  me  t  mai  ch 
was  a  cat  with  a  white  collar,  and  a  dog  called  Cho 
leaped  over  a  stick :  bul  I  know  not  whether  1  vcmh 
thing,  or  the  talk  of  It Or<r.  """ 
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We  wrre  troablesome  to  the  pastenger* ;  but  to  Buffer 
tuch  inconreniencet  in  tb«  ttage-coach  was  cummon  in  the»e 
da7>  to  perton*  in  much  l^iftber  rani(.>  She  bought  me  « 
•mall  Rilver  cup  and  ipoon,  marked  SAM.  I.,  lest,  if  they  had 
beon  marked  S.  I.,  which  wai  her  name,  they  should,  ution 
her  death,  have  been  taken  from  me.  She  bought  me  a 
speckled  linen  frock,  which  I  knew  afterwards  by  the  name 
of  my  London  frock.  The  cup  was  one  of  the  last  pieces  of 
plate  which  dear  Tettr  "  sold  in  our  distrets.  I  have  now 
'  tiie  spoon.  She  bought  at  the  same  time  two  tea-spoons, 
I  and  till  my  manhood  she  had  no  more. 
I  My  father  considered  tea  at  very  cxpenBive,  and  discouraged 

;      my  mother  from  keeping  company  with  the  neighbours,  and 
i       from  paying  visits  or  receiving  them.  She  lived  to  say,  many 
years  aftrr,  that  if  the  time  were  to  pass  again,  she  would 
Dot  comply  with  such  unsocial  injunnions.^ 

I  suppose  that  In  this  year  1  was  first  informed  of  a  future 
state.  I  remember,  that  being  in  bed  with  my  mother  one 
morning,  1  was  told  by  her  of  the  two  places  to  which  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  world  were  received  after  death :  one  a 
fine  place  filled  with  happiness,  called  Heaven  ;  the  other,  a 
$ad  place,  called  Hell.  Tliat  this  account  much  affect(;d  my 
ImaitinBtion,  I  do  not  remember.  \\  hen  I  was  risen,  my 
mother  baiie  me  repeat  what  she  had  told  me  to  Thomas 
Jackson.  When  I  tuld  this  afterwards  to  my  mother,  she 
■i-emtKi  to  wonder  that  she  should  begin  such  talk  so  late  as 
that  the  first  time  could  be  remembered. 

[  Here  there  is  a  chasm  qf  thirty-eight  pages  in  the  manuscripL'] 

examination.     We  always  considered  it  as  a  day  of 

e«se ;  for  we  made  no  preparation,  and  indeed  were  asked 
commonly  such  questions  as  we  had  been  asked  often  before* 
and  could  regularly  answer.  But  I  believe  it  was  of  use  at 
first. 

On  Thursdar  night  a  small  portion  of  £sop  was  learned  by 
heart,  and  on  Fricuiy  morning  the  lessons  in  £sop  were  re- 
peated ;  I  believe,  not  those  in  Helvicus.  On  Friday  after- 
nooa  we  learned  Qtue  Genu*  ;  I  suppose  that  other  boys 
might  say  their  repetition,  but  of  this  I  have  now  no  distinct 
remembrance.  To  learn  dute  Genus  was  to  me  always 
pleasing;  and  .is  in  Pnesenti  was,  I  know  not  why,  always 
diiMtustJng. 

WbcB  we  learned  our  Accidence  we  had  no  parts,  but,  I 
think,  two  lessons.  The  bors  that  came  to  school  untaught 
read  the  Accidence  twice  through  before  they  learned  it  by 
heart. 

When  we  learned  Propria  quai  Maribui,  our  parts  were  in 
the  Aoddenee ;  when  we  learned  At  in  Prasenti,  our  parts 
were  in  the  Accidence  and  Propria  guar  Manbus  ;  when  we 
leauned  Sifntaxis,  in  the  former  three.  Prooria  qwue  Maribus 
I  could  repeat  without  any  effort  of  recollection.  1  used  to 
rrT>eat  it  to  my  mother  sud  Tom  Johnson  ;  and  remember, 
that  I  once  went  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the  paragraph, 
**  Mascula  dlcuniur  monosylUba,"  In  a  dream. 

On  Saturday,  as  on  Thursday,  we  were  examined.  We 
were  tomcthnes,  on  one  of  those  days,  asked  our  Catechism  <, 
but  with  no  regularity  or  constancy. 

The  progress  of  examination  was  this.  When  we  learned 
Propria  ^tut  MaribHs.  we  were  examined  in  the  Accidence ; 
particularly  we  formed  Verbs,  that  is,  went  through  the  same 
person  in  all  the  Moods  and  Tenses.  This  was  very  difficult 
to  me;  and  1  was  once  very  anxious  about  the  next  day, 
when  this  exercise  was  to  be  performed,  in  which  I  had  failed 
till  I  was  discouraged.  My  mother  encouraged  me.  and  I 
proceeded  better.  When  1  told  her  of  my  good  escape.  "  We 
often,"  said  she.  dear  mother  I  "  come  oir  best,  when  we  are 
afhUd."    She  told  me.  that,  once  when  she  asked  me 


about  forming  verbs,  I  said,  "  I  did  not  form  them  in  an  ugly 
•bape."    **  You  could  not,**  said  she,  *'  speak  plain  ;  and  1 


I 


was  proud  that  I  bad  a  boy  who  was  forming  verbs."  These 
little  meronrials  soothe  mv  mind.  Of  the  parts  of  Cor< 
<ierlus  or  £sop.  which  we  learned  to  repeat,  I  have  not  the 
least  recollection,  except  of  a  passage  in  one  of  the  Morals. 
where  it  is  said  of  some  man.  that,  when  he  hated  another, 
be  made  htan  rich ;  this  I  repeated  emphatically  in  my 
mother's  hearing,  who  could  never  conceive  that  riches  could 
iMing  any  evil.    She  remarked  it,  as  I  expected. 

I  bad  the  curiosity,  two  or  three  years  ago,  to  look  over 
GsureCson's  Exercises,  Willymot's  Particles,  and  Walker's 
Ezerciaei ;  and  found  very  few  sentences  that  I  should  have 


1  I  was  sick :  one  woman  fondled  ne,  the  other  was  dii- 
giuted.  — Ony. 

>  His  wife,  whom  be  called  by  this  familiar  contraction  of 
Elisabeth.—  Cbokm. 

*  When  Dr.  Johnson,  at  an  advanced  age,  (for  the  Acctnmi 
vast  have  been  written  subsequent  to  1768)  recorded  all  these 
Minute  drcomstancea,  he  contemplated,  we  are  told,  writing 
the  history  of  his  own  life,  and  probably  intended  to  develope, 
from  bis  own  InlSmt  recollections,  the  growth  and  powers  of 
tbe  fKulty  of  memory,  which  be  possessed  in  so  remarkable 
a  dofree.  From  tbe  little  details  of  bis  domestic  history  he 
porlmps  meant  also  to  trace  tbe  progressive  change  In  the 
hahlta  or  tbe  middle  classm  of  aodaty. -CaoKSB. 


recollected  if  I  had  found  them  in  any  other  books.  That 
which  is  read  without  pleasure  is  not  often  recollected  nor 
infljied  by  conversation,  and  therefore  in  a  great  measure 
drops  fh>m  the  memorv.  Thus  it  happens  that  those  wtio 
are  taken  early  from  school,  commonly  lose  all  that  they  had 
learned. 

When  we  learned  At  in  Prtttenti,  we  parsed  Propria  qiue 
Maribut  by  lloole's  Terminations ;  and  when  we  learned 
Syntaxit^  we  parked  At  in  Prtetenti ;  and  afterwards  Qtue 
Genus  bv  the  same  book ;  sometimes,  as  1  remembt* r,  pro. 
ceeding  in  order  of  the  rules,  and  sometimes,  particularly  in 
Ai  in  Prtetenti,  taking  words  as  they  occurred  in  the  Index. 

The  whole  week  before  we  broke  up,  and  the  part  of  the 
week  in  which  wc  broke  up.  were  spent  wholly.  I  know  not 
why,  in  examinatitm  ;  and  were  therefore  easy  to  both  us  and 
the  master,  'llie  two  nights  before  the  vacation  were  free 
from  exercise. 

This  was  the  course  of  the  school,  which  I  reitaember  with 

fleasure  ;  for  I  was  indulged  and  caressed  by  my  master,  and, 
think,  really  excelled  the  rest. 

I  was  with  Hawkins  but  two  years,  and  perhaps  four 
months.  Tlie  time,  lill  1  liad  computed  it,  apfieared  mucli 
Ioniser  by  the  multitude  of  novelties  which  it  supplied,  and  of 
incidents,  then  in  mv  thoughu  Important,  it  produced. 
Perhaps  it  is  not  possible  that  any  other  |>eriod  can  make  the 
same  impression  ou  the  memory. 

X.  1719 

In  the  Sprhig  of  1719.  our  class,  consisting  of  eleven,  the 
number  was  always  fixed  in  my  memory,  twt  one  of  the 
names  I  have  forgotten,  was  removed  to  the  upper  scIi«n)I, 
and  put  under  Holbrook^.  a  peevish  and  ill-tempered  man. 
We  were  rrmoved  sooner  than  had  l)een  the  custom ;  for  the 
head-master,  intent  upon  his  boarders,  left  tbe  town-b<»yii 
long  in  the  lower  school.    Our  removal  was  caused  by  a  re> 

Eroof  from  the  Town-clerk <  ;  and  Hawkins  complained  that 
e  had  lost  half  his  profit.  At  this  removal  I  ci  led.  i'ho 
rest  were  indifferent  My  exercise  in  Garretson  was  some- 
where about  the  Gerunds.  Our  places  in  JEsop  and  Helvicus 
I  have  totally  forgotten. 

At  Whitsuntide  Mrs.  Longworth  brought  me  a  "Hermes 
Garrettoni,"  of  which  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  ci»uid 
make  much  use.  It  was  afterwards  lost,  or  stolen  at  sdiwil. 
My  exercise  was  then  in  the  end  of  the  SynUx.  Ht-rmes 
furnl»hed  me  with  the  word  initciturus,  which  I  did  nut 
undersUnd,  but  used  It.  This  task  was  very  troublesome  to 
me ;  I  made  all  the  twenty-five  exercises,  others  made  but 
sixteen.  I  never  showed  all  mine ;  five  lay  long  after  in  a 
drawer  in  the  shop.  I  made  an  exercise  in  a  little  time,  and 
showed  it  my  mother  ;  but  the  task  being  long  upon  me,  she 
said, "  Though  you  could  make  an  exernse  in  so  short  a 
time,  I  thought  you  would  find  it  difflcuit  to  make  them  all 
as  soon  as  you  should." 

This  Whitsuntide,  I  and  my  brother  were  sent  to  pass  some 
time  at  Birmingham ;  I  believe,  a  fortnight.  Why  such  boys 
were  sent  to  trouble  other  houses.  I  cannot  tell.  My  mother 
had  some  opinion  that  much  improvement  was  to  be  had 
by  changing  the  mode  of  life.  My  uncle  HMrrison  was  a 
widower ;  and  hi*  house  was  kept  by  Sally  Ford,  a  young 
woman  of  such  sweftness  of  temper,  that  I  used  to  say  she 
had  no  fault.  We  lived  most  at  uncle  Ford's,  being  much 
carested  by  my  aunt,  a  good-natured,  coarse  woman,  easy  of 
converse,  but  willing  to  find  something  to  censure  in  the 
absent.  My  uncle  Harrison  did  not  much  like  us,  nor  did  we 
like  him.  He  was  a  very  mean  and  vulgar  man,  drunk  every 
night,  but  drunk  with  little  drink,  very  peevish,  very  proud, 
very  ostentatious,  but,  luckily,  not  rich.  At  my  aunt  Ford's 
I  ate  so  much  of  a  boiled  ies  of  mutton',  that  she  used  to 
talk  of  it.  My  mother,  who  had  lived  in  a  narrow  sphere, 
and  was  then  affected  l>y  little  things,  told  roe  seriously  that 
it  would  hardly  ever  be  forgotten.  Her  mind,  I  thhik,  was 
afterwards  much  enlarged,  or  greater  evils  wore  out  the  care 
of  less. 

I  stayed  after  the  vacation  was  over  some  days ;  and  re- 
member, when  I  wrote  home,  that  I  desired  tbe  horses  to 
come  on  Thursday  of  the  first  school  week ;  and  then,  and 
not  till  then,  they  should  be  welcome  to  go.  I  was  much 
pleased  with  a  rattle  to  my  whip,  and  wrote  of  it  to  my 
mother. 

When  mv  father  came  to  fetch  us  home,  he  told  the  ostler, 
that  be  bad  twelve  miles  home,  and  two  Aoys  tmdcr  his  care. 


*  G.  Hector,  [Junior],  never  bad  been  taught  bis  Catechism. 
^Orig. 

>  Anti,  p.  8.  n.  1 .  —  Harwood,  —  C. 

<  Dr.  Harwood  infoiroed  me  that  the  Town-clerk  waa 
Mr.  Richard  Wakefield,  one  of  Dr.  Johnson's  godfathers, 
who  left  him  five  pounds  by  his  will.  He  died  in  1733.  — 
Cbokbb. 

7  All  these  trifles  —since  Dr.  Johnson  thought  them  worth 
recording  — appear  worth  quoting.  His  voracious  love  of  a 
leg  nf  mutton  aahered  to  him  through  life ;  and  the  prophecy 
of  his  mother,  that  it  neiter  utouid  be  forgotten,  is  realised  in 
a  way  tbe  good  woman  could  not  have  amldpated.  — 
Cbokbb. 
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This  offended  me.  He  had  then  a  watch  <,  which  he  re- 
turned when  he  was  to  paj  for  it. 

In  making.  I  thinl(,  the  first  exercise  under  Hnlbrnok,  I 
perceived  the  power  or  continuity  of  attention,  or  application 
not  suffered  to  wander  or  to  pau&e.  I  was  writing  at  the 
kitchen  windows,  a«  I  thought,  alune.  and  turning  my  head 
saw  Sally  dancing.  I  went  on  without  notice,  and  had 
finisliod  alnioftt  without  perceiriog  that  any  time  had 
elapsed.  Tliis  close  attention  I  have  seldom  in  my  whole  life 
obtained. 

In  tlie  nppor-Rchool,  I  first  began  to  point  my  exercise, 
which  we  made  noon's  business.  Of  the  method  I  have  nut 
so  distinct  a  remembrance  as  of  the  foregoing  system.  On 
Thursday  morning  we  bad  a  lesson,  as  on  other  mornings. 
On  Tlmroday  afternoon,  and  on  Saturday  morning,  we  com- 
monly made  examples  to  the  Syntax. 

Wc  were  soon  rsiised  from  JEtop  to  Pha^lrus,  and  then  said 
our  repetition  on  Friday  afternoon  to  Hunter.  1  remember 
the  faljlc  of  the  wolf  and  lamb,  to  my  draught  —  that  I  may 
drink.  At  what  tunc  we  began  Phasilrus,!  know  not.  ft 
was  the  only  book  which  yte  learned  to  the  end.    In  the 


latter  part  thirty  linet  were  expected  for  m.  Ictson 
:ll(»  I 


DOOK.     A>  1  remrniuer,  ^iivrv   was   auu^nvr    upuu  ■ 

another  upon  fruits,  which  we  began,  and  were  on 
to  pursue.  In  the  dialogue  of  Fruits,  we  peroetTcd  i 
brook  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  Unt  Vriim 


reconciles  masters  to  long  leaaons  ia  the  pleasure  o( 

Helvicus  was  very  difficult ;  the  dialogue  rrstitt 
kins  directed  us  to  omit,  as  being  one  of  the  hardc 
book.    At  1  remember,  there  was  aoocher  upon  fi 

ord 
t 
waning  of  Unt  Vriipa 
lesson  gave  us  great  trouble.  1  observed  that  wc 
Helvicus  a  long  time  with  very  little  progress.  We 
it  in  the  afternoon  on  Monday  and  Wednesday. 

Gladiolus  Scriptorius— A  little  lapee,  we  qultu 
got  an  English  Er^mus. 

In  Phaedrus  we  tried  to  use  the  InterpreCatioA,  b 
attempted  the  notes.  Nor  do  I  remember  tl»at  tl 
pretation  helped  us. 

In  Phtedrus  we  were  sent  up  twice  to  the  unpcr  i 
be  punished.  The  second  time  we  complaiDed  that 
not  get  the  passage.  Being  told  that  we  should  as! 
formed  him  that  we  had  asked,  and  that  the  assists 
not  tell  us. 


No.IL 
OMISSIONS  FROM  MR.  BOSWELL'S  TEXT  AND  NOTES*  AND  HIS   APPEK 


§  1.    LAW  CASES. 

I.  Argvment  in  behalf  of  Hattiey  the  Sctiodmaster, 

prosecuted  for  undue  Severity, 

[See  p.  241.] 

Thr  charge  is,  that  he  has  used  immoderate  and  cruel  cor- 
rection. Correction  in  itself  is  not  cruel ;  children,  being 
not  reasonable,  can  be  governed  only  by  fear.  To  impreu 
this  fear  is,  therefore,  one  of  the  first  duties  of  those  who 
have  the  care  of  children.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  parent ;  and 
has  never  been  thought  inconsistent  with  parental  tenderness. 
It  is  the  duty  or  a  master,  who  is  in  his  highest  exaltation 
when  he  is  /oco  parentis.  Yet,  as  good  things  become  evil 
by  excess,  correction,  by  being  immoderate,  may  liecome 
cruel.  But  when  is  correction  immoderate?  When  it  is 
more  frequent  or  more  severe  than  is  required  ad  monendnm 
et  doeendum,  fur  reformation  and  instruction.  Xo  severity 
is  cruel  which  obstinacy  makes  necessary  ;  for  the  greatest 
cruelty  would  be,  to  desist,  and  leave  the  scholar  too  careless 
for  instruction,  and  too  much  hardened  for  reproof.  Locke, 
in  his  treatise  of  education,  mentions  a  mother,  with  applause, 
who  whipped  an  infant  eight  times  before  she  subdued  it ; 
for  had  she  stopped  at  the  seventh  act  of  correction,  her 
daughter,  says  he,  would  have  been  ruined.  The  degrees  of 
obstinacy  in  young  minds  are  very  different:  as  different 
must  be  the  degrees  of  persevering  severity.  A  stubborn 
scholar  must  be  corrected  till  he  is  subdued.  The  discipline 
of  a  school  is  military.  There  must  be  either  unbounded 
licence  or  absolute  authority.  I'he  master,  who  punishes, 
not  only  consults  the  future  happiness  of  him  who  is  the 
immediate  subject  of  correction,  but  he  propagates  obedience 
through  tlie  whole  school,  and  estahlisnes  regularity  by  ex- 
emplary justice.  The  victorious  obstinacy  of  a  single  boy 
would  make  his  fliture  endeavours  of  reformation  or  instruc- 
tiim  totally  Ineffectual.  Obstinacy,  therefore,  must  never  be 
victorious.  Yet  it  is  well  known,  that  there  sometimes 
occurs  a  sullen  and  hardy  resolution,  that  laughs  at  all  com- 
mon punishment,  and  bids  defiance  to  all  common  degrees  of 
pain.  Correction  must  be  proportionate  to  occasions.  The 
flexible  will  be  reformed  bv  gentle  discipline,  and  the  refrac- 
tory must  be  subdued  by  harsher  methods.  The  degrees  of 
scholastic  as  well  as  of  military  punishment,  no  stated  rules 
can  ascertain.  It  must  be  enforced  till  it  overpowers  tempta- 
tion ;  till  stubbornness  becomes  flexible,  and  perverseness 
regular.  Custom  and  reason  have,  indeed,  set  some  bounds 
to  scholastic  penalties.  The  schoolmaster  inflicts  no  capital 
punishments ;  nor  enforces  his  edicts  by  either  death  or  mu- 
tilation. The  civil  law  has  wisely  determined,  that  a  master 
who  strikes  at  a  scholar's  eye  shall  be  considered  as  criminal. 
But  punishments,  however  severe,  that  produce  no  lasting 
evil,  may  be  just  and  reasonable,  because  thev  may  be  neces- 
sary. Such  have  been  the  punUhroents  used  by  the  respon- 
dent. No  scholar  has  gone  from  him  either  blind  or  lame, 
or  with  any  of  his  limbs  or  powers  injured  or  impaired. 
Ther  were  irregular,  and  he  punished  them  :  they  were 
obstinate,  and  be  enforced  his  punishment.    But  however 

f»rovoked,  he  never  exceeded  the  limits  of  moderation,  for  he 
nflicted  nothing  beyond  present  pain  i  and  how  much  of 


f 


>  The  convenience  of  a  wntch,  now  so  general.  Dr.  John- 
son himself,  as  Sir  J.  Hawkins  reports,  (anii,  p.  192.  n.  6.), 
did  not  possess  UU  1768.  —  Crokrk. 


that  was  required,  no  roan  is  so  little  able  to  deU 
those  who  have  determined  against  him  —  the  parw 
offenders.  It  has  been  said,  that  he  used  unpreoedt 
improper  instruments  of  correction.  Of  thu  aocos 
meaning  is  not  very  easy  to  be  found.  No  instr 
correction  is  more  proper  than  another,  btit  as  il 
adapted  to  produce  present  pain  without  lasUnc 
Whatever  were  his  instruments,  no  Lasting  mw 
ensued  ;  and  therefore,  however  unusual,  in  hand 
tlous  they  were  proper.  It  has  been  ol^iected, 
respondent  admits  the  charge  of  cruelty  t>y  pro^ 
evidence  to  confute  it.  Let  it  be  considered,  tbat  hfa 
are  either  dispersed  at  large  in  the  world,  or  coi 
inhabit  the  place  in  which  Ihey  were  bred.  Thosi 
dispersed  cannot  be  found  ;  those  who  remain  are 
of  his  prosecutors,  and  are  not  likely  to  support 
whom  their  fathers  are  enemies.  If  it  be  supposed 
enmity  of  their  fathers  proves  the  justness  of  the< 
must  be  considered  how  often  experience  ahows  us, 
who  are  angry  on  one  ground  will  accuse  on  anotfa 
how  Uttle  kindness,  in  a  town  of  low  trade,  a  man 
by  learning  is  regarded;  and  how  Inoplicitly,  w 
inhabitants  are  not  very  rich,  a  rich  man  is  heai 
and  followed.  In  a  place  like  Campbell-town.  It  fc 
one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  naake  a  party, 
for  that  party  to  heat  themselves  with  ioaagmary  gt 


one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  naake  a  party. 
,  _  .^ c_-.  .u . —  ^m,  in„,^»^  ' 

in  poorer  tha 

and  natural  to  assert  the  dignity  or  riches,  by  per 


It  is  easy  for  them  to  oppress  a  man 


oppression.  The  argument  which  attenapts  to  | 
impropriety  of  restoring  him  to  the  school,  by  allc 
he  has  lost  the  confidence  of  the  people,  is  not  the  i 
Juridical  consideration  j  for  be  is  to  aulfer,  if  be  mi 
not  for  their  judgment,  but  for  his  own  actions. 
convenient  for  them  to  have  another  naaster  ;  but  it 
venience  of  their  own  making.  It  would  be  like 
venient  for  him  to  find  another  school  ;  but  this  ecu 
he  cannot  obtain.  The  question  is  not  what  is  i 
venient,  but  what  is  generally  right.  If  the  people  < 
bell-town  be  distressed  by  the  restoration  of^he  n 
they  are  distressed  onlv  by  their  own  tkult  ;  by 
passions  and  unreasonable  desires;  by  tyranny,  i 
has  defeated,  and  by  malice,  which  virtue  has  sum 

2.  Argument  in  favour  of  the  Scottish  Law  . 
of  **  FtctoM  IntraminioH," 
[See  p.  S44.] 
This,  we  are  told,  is  a  law  which  has  its  force  only 
long  practice  of  the  court ;  and  may,  therefore,  be  s 
or  modified  as  the  court  shall  think  proper. 

C<mcerning  the  power  of  the  court  to  make  or  ti 
a  law,  we  hare  no  intention  to  inquire,  it  is  ^ip 
our  purpose  that  every  just  law  is  dictated  by  ret 
that  the  practice  of  every  legal  court  is  regulated  I 
It  is  the  quality  of  reason  to  be  invariable  aodconst 
of  equitv,  to  give  to  one  man  what.  In  the  same  cass 
to  another.  The  advantage  which  humanity  der 
law  is  this  ;  that  the  law  gi7es  every  man  a  role  ( 
and  prescribes  a  mode  of  conduct  which  shall  antil 
the  support  and  protection  of  society.  That  the  lai 
a  rule  of  action,  it  is  necessary  that  It  be  known  ;  it 
sary  that  it  be  permanent  and  stable.  The  law  ia  the 
of  civil  right ;  but  if  the  measure  be  chang^ble,  d 
of  the  thing  measured  nerar  can  be  settled. 
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To  permit  a  law  to  b«  modifled  at  discretion,  U  to  leave  learned  to  cheat,  and  attempted  only  to  rob.  As  manners 
Kbe  community  without  law.  It  i*  to  withdraw  the  direction  I  grow  more  polished,  with  the  knowledge  of  good,  men  at- 
of  that  public  wiidum.  by  which  thi*  deficiencies  of  private  tain  likewise  dexterity  in  evil.  Open  rapine  becomes  less 
iinderstAnding  are  to  be  sunplied.  It  is  to  sufler  the  rash  ;  frequent,  and  violence  gives  way  to  cunning.  Those  who 
sind  ignorant  to  act  at  discretion,  and  then  to  depend  for  the  before  invaded  pastures  and  stormed  houses,  now  begin  to 
legality  of  that  action  on  the  sentence  of  the  judge.  He  I  enrich  theuiselves  l>y  unequal  contracts  and  fraudulent  intro- 
that  is  thus  governed  lives  not  by  Uw,  but  by  opiiiiitn  :  not  '  missions.  It  is  not  against  the  violenc4i  of  ferocity,  but  the 
by  a  certain  rule,  to  which  he  can  apply  bis  intention  l)eforo  ■  circumventions  of  dc-ceit.  that  this  law  was  framed  ;  and  I 
fae  acts,  but  by  an  uncertain  and  variable  opinion,  which  he  |  ara  afraid  the  increase  of  commerce,  and  I  he  incessant  Strug- 
can  never  ktiow  but  after  he  has  committed  the  act  on  which  gle  for  ricnes  which  commerce  excites,  give  us  no  pnwpcct 
that  opinion  shall  be  patsitl.  He  lives  by  a  law  (ifa  law  it  i  of  an  end  speedily  to  be  exptM>ted  of  artifice  and  fraud.  It 
be),  which  he  can  never  knnw  bofore  he  ha^  nlTended  it.  To  |  thorvfore  sei-ms  to  be  no  very  concluNlve  reasoning,  which 
this  Ciise  may  b<!  juDtly  applied  that  important  principle,  j  connects  those  two  propositions:  — "the  nation  is  beci>me  less 
snmAra  est  scrvUa  nbijus  ftt  aut  mcognilum  aut  vnguM.  If  .  ft;rociouB,  and  therefore  the  laws  against  f^aud  and  covin  shall 
lucromission  be  not  criminal  till  it  exceeds  a  certain  |>oint,  I  be  relaxed.*' 

and  tliat  i><>int  be  unst-ttled,  and  consequently  different  in  [  Whatever  reason  may  have  influenced  the  Judges  to  a  re- 
different  minds,  the  right  of  Intromission,  and  the  right  of  |  laxation  of  the  law,  it  was  not  that  the  nation  was  grown 
the  creditor  arisinj;  from  it,  are  all  Jura  vaga.  ».nd,  by  con-  i  lesA  fierce  i  and.  I  am  aflraid,  it  cannot  be  aiBrmed,  that  it  Is 
sequence,  are  Jura  incognita  ;  and  the  result  can  be  no  other  '  grown  less  fraudulrnt. 


than  a  mitcra  srrvilus,  an  uncertainty  conc»?rning  the  event 
of  action,  a  servile  dep<-ndrnre  on  private  opinion. 

It  may  l)e  urge<l,  and  with  great  plausibility,  that  there 
may  be' intromission  without  fraud;  which,  however  true, 
will  by  no  means  justify  an  occasional  and  arbitrary  relax- 
ation of  the  law.  The  end  of  law  is  protection  as  well 
as  vengeance.  Indeed,  vengeance  is  never  used  but  to 
•trcngthen  protection.  That  society  only  is  well  governed, 
where  life  is  fret>d  fnim  danger,  and  from  suspicion  ;  where     vx.u».j,  „^, 

{K>siiesiion  is  so  nheltered  by  salutary  prohibltion<<,  that  vio-     tance  as  to 
Mllvm  is  preventi'd  more  frequently  than  punished.    Such      other  condit 
a  prohibition  was  this,  while  it  operated  with  its  original 
force.    The  creditor  of  the  deceased  was  not  only  without 
lf»*,  but  without  fear.     He  was  not  to  serk  a  remedy  for  an 
injury  suffered  ;  for  injur)-  was  warde<l  off, 

Aa  the  law  has  been  oometimes  administered,  it  lays  us 
op«i>  to  wounds,  beraiiiie  it  is  imagined  to  have  the  power  of 


Since  tliiit  law  has  been  represented  as  rigorously  and  un- 
rras(>iial>ly  p<-ual,  it  seems  not  improper  to  consider  what  are 
the  conditions  and  qualities  that  make  the  Justice  or  pro- 
priety of  a  penal  law. 

To  make  a  |>enal  law  reasonable  and  Just,  two  conditions 
are  n<-cessary,  and  tno  proper.  It  is  necessary  that  the  law 
should  be  adequate  to  its  end  ;  that,  if  it  be  observed,  it 
shall  previmt  the  evil  against  which  it  is  directed.  It  it,  se- 
condly, nea>ssary  that  the  end  of  the  law  be  of  such  imnor. 
as  to  deserve  the  security  of  a  penal  sanction.  The 
conditions  of  a  penal  law,  which,  though  not  absolutely 
necessary,  are  to  a  very  high  degree  fit,  are,  that  to  the  moral 
violation  of  the  law  there  are  many  temptations,  and  that  of 


the  physical  observance  there  i*  great  facility. 

All  these  conditions  apparently  concur  to  Justify  the  law 
which  we  are  now  considering.    Its  end  is  too  security  of 


property,  and  property  very  often  of  great  value.  The 
healing.  To  nuniih  fraud  when  it  is  detected  Is  the  proper  |  method  by  which  it  effects  the  security  is  efficacious,  because 
art  of  rimlictive  jufttiee  ;  but  to  prevent  frauds,  and  make  ,  it  admits,  in  its  original  rig(>ar,  no  gradations  of  ii^Juir;  but 

Enisbment  unnecessary,  it  the  i:re:it  employment  of  legis-     keeps  guilt  and  Innocence  a|iart.  by  a  distinct  and  definite 
ive   wisdom.     I'o    permit   Intromhsion.  and  to  punish  |  limitation.    He  that  intromits  is  criminal  ;  he  that  intru- 
flrmud.  Is  to  make  law  mi  better  than  a  pitfall.    To  tread  i  roits  not  is  Innocent.    Uf  tlie  two  secondary  considerations, 

it  cannot  be  denied  that  both  are  in  our  favour.    The  tcmp' 

But.  sundy  it  is  bt'tter  to  enclose  the  gulf,  and  hinder 

all  access,  than,  by  encouraging  us  to  advance  a  little,  to  en- 
tice us  afterwards  a  little  further,  and  let  us  perceive  our  j 
foil  J  only  by  our  destruction.  i  method  by  which  a  roan  may  entitle  himself  to  legal  iutro- 

Ai  Uw  supplies  the  weak  with  adventitious  strength,  it  |  mission  is  so  open  and  so  facile,  that  to  neglect  it  is  a 
likewise  enlightens  the  ignorant  with  intrinsic  understand- 
ing. Law  teaches  us  to  know  when  we  commit  injury  and 
whpn  we  sulller  it.  It  fixes  certain  marks  upon  actions,  by 
which  we  are  admonished  to  do  or  to  forbear  them.  Uu* 
tibi  benetemperat  in  Halts,  says  one  of  the  fathers,  nunquam 
emdet  in  Ulieita.  He  who  never  intromits  at  all,  will  never 
Incrmnit  with  fraudulent  inteniinns. 

The  relaxation  o(  the  law  againitt  vicious  intromission  has 
been  very  favourably  represented  by  a  great  master  of  juris- 
prudence *,  whose  words  ha\e  been  exhibited  with  unn«>ces- 
ury  pomp,  and  seem  to  be  consi<lered  as  irresistibly  decliive. 
The  great  moment  of  hit  authority  makes  it  neie^sary  to  ex- 
MDtoe  his  position.  "  Some  ages  ago."  savs  he,  "  before  the 
ferodty  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  island  was  sub- 
dued, the  utmost  severity  of  the  civil  law  was  necessary,  to 

reatrain  individuals  from  plun<iering  each  other.  Thus,  the  |  we  cannot  have  'half  a  law.  We  must  either  havo  a  rule  of 
man  who  Intermeddled  irregularly  with  the  moveables  of  a  action,  or  be  peru'ltttnl  to  act  by  discretion  and  b^  chance, 
peraondeceased  was  subjected  to  all  the  debts  of  the  deceased  ,  Deviations  from  the  law  mutt  be  uniformly  punished,  or 
without  limitation.  This  makes  a  branch  of  the  law  of  Scot-  no  roan  can  be  certain  when  he  sliall  be  safe. 
land,  known  by  the  name  of  vicious  mtromiuioH  ;  and  so  |  That  from  the  rigour  of  the  original  Inttitutlon  this  court 
rliridly  was  this  reguUtion  applied  in  our  courts  of  law.  that  .  hat  sometimes  departed,  cannot  be  denied.  But,  as  it  is 
the  most  trifling  moveable  abstracted  maiSjIdc,  subjected  the  i  evident  that  such  det  iations,  as  they  make  law  uncertain, 
Intermeddler  to  the  foregoing  consequences,  which  provinl  make  life  unsafe,  1  hope,  that  of  departing  flrom  it  there  will 
In  many  instances  a  most  rigorous  punishment.  But  this  I  now  be  an  end ;  that  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  will  lie 
•everlty  was  necessary,  in  order  to  subdue  the  undiscipiiiu'd  ,  treated  with  due  reverence  ;  and  that  consisUnit  and  steaiiy 


I 

I  tation  to  intromit  is  frequent  and  strong ;  so  strong  and  eu 
I  frequent,  as  to  require  the  utmost  activity  r.f  Justice,  and 
I  vigiiance  of  caution,  to  withstand  its  prevalence  i  and  tlie 
method  by  which  a  roan  may  entitle  himself  to  legal  intro- 
mission is  so  open  and  so  facile,  that  to  neglect  it  is  a  proof 
of  fraudulent  intention  ;  for  why  should  a  man  omit  to  do 
(but  for  reasons  which  he  will  not  confess)  that  which  he  can 
do  so  easily,  and  that  wliich  he  knows  to  be  rcaulred  by  the 
law  ?  If  temptation  were  rare,  a  penal  law  might  k>e  deemed 
unnecestary.  If  the  duty  et^unied  by  the  law  were  of  diffi- 
cult perfonnance,  omlisiun,  though  it  could  not  be  JustiliiHl, 
might  be  pitied.  But  in  the  present  case  neither  equity  nor 
composkion  o|»erate  against  it.  A  useful,  a  hecetsary  law  is 
broken,  not  only  without  a  reasonable  motive,  but  with  all 
the  inducemeuts  to  obedience  that  can  be  derived  from  safety 
and  facility. 

1  therefore  return  to  my  original  position,  that  a  law,  to 
havo  its  effects,  must  be  permanent  and  stable.  It  may  lie 
said.  In  the  language  of  the  schools,  Le*  nun  rea'pit  mi^Jus  el 
minus,— 'VM  may  have  a  law,  or  we  may  have  no  law.  but 


•everlty  was  necessary, 

nature  of  our  people.  It  is  extremely  remarkable  that  in 
proportion  to  our  improvement  in  manners,  this  regulation 
has  been  gradually  softened  and  applied  by  our  sovereign 
court  with  a  sparing  hand." 

I  find  myself  under  a  necessity  of  observing,  that  this 
learned  and  Judicious  writer  has  not  accurately  distinguished 
the  deflrlenciet  and  d<rmands  uf  the  different  conditions  of 
human  life,  which,  fniin  a  degree  of  savagen«ss  and  indcpcn- 
dence.  hi  which  all  laws  arc  vain,  pastes  or  may  pass,  by  in- 
numerable gradations,  to  a  sute  of  reciprocal  benignity  in 
which  laws  shall  be  no  longer  necebsary.  Men  are  first  wild 
oaid  unsocial,  living  each  man  to  himself,  Uklng  from  the 
weak  and  losing  to  the  strong.  In  tliclr  first  coalitions  of 
•odcty,  much  of  this  original  savageness  is  retained.  Uf 
Mfieral  ha|ipiness,  the  product  of  general  confidence,  there 
!•  jet  no  thought.  Men  continue  to  prosecute  their  own  ad- 
Tantagei  by  the  nearest  way  ;  and  the  utmost  severity  of  the 
ctwU  law  h  necessary  to  restrain  Individuals  from  plundering 
•nch  other.  The  restrainU  then  necessary  ore  restraints 
from  plmidar,  from  acts  of  public  violence,  and  iindisgui«cd 
Ion.  The  ferocity  of  our  ancestors,  as  of  all  other 
produced  not  fraud  but  rapine.    They  had  not  yet 


steaiiy 
decisions  will  fundhh  the  people  with  a  rule  of  action,  and 
leave  fraud  and  fraudulent  intrumiisions  uo  ftiture  hope  of 
impunity  or  escape. 

3.  Aryument  in  defence  of  Lay  Patronage. 

[See  p.  260.] 

AG4IN9T  the  right  of  patrons  is  commonly  opposed,  by  the 
iiiferiur  judicatures,  the  plea  of  conscience.  Their  con- 
science tells  them  that  the  people  ought  to  choose  their 
pastor ;  their  conscience  tells  them  that  they  ought  not  to 
fm)KMe  upon  a  congregation  a  minister  ungrateful  and  un- 
acceptable to  his  auditors.  Conscience  Is  nothing  more  than 
a  conviction  felt  by  ourselves  of  sumelhiug  to  Im  done,  or 
something  to  lie  avoided ;  and  in  questions  of  simple  uiiper- 

f>lexe<l  morality,  conscience  is  veiy  often  a  guide  that  may 
»e  trusted.    But  before  conscience  can  determine,  the  state 


of  the  question  is  supposed  to  be  c«>mpletcly  known.  In 
uiiesllons  qftlaw,  or  of  fact,  conscience  is  very  often  con- 
founded wiih  opinion.    No  man's  conscience  can  tell  him  the 


I  X^ird  Kniea,  In  Ut  Bi$torkal  Law  TtacU.  —  Boiwbll. 


rights  of  another  man  ;  they  must  be  known  br  rational  in- 
vestigation or  historical  inquiry.  Opinion,  wnich  he  that 
holds  it  nay  call  his  ctmscience,  mar  teach  some  men  that 
religion  would  be  promoced,  and  quiot  preoenred,  by  frant- 
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ing  to  the  people  uaivonally  the  choice  of  their  miDistcrs. 
But  it  1»  a  conscience  very  ill  infonned  that  violaiei  the 
riK^ts  or  one  man  for  the  convenieuce  of  another.  Keligion 
cannot  be  promoted  by  injustice ;  atid  it  was  never  yet  found 
Umt  a  popular  nlection  was  very  quietly  transacted. 

That  jiiitice  would  be  violated  by  transferring  to  the 
people  the  right  of  patronage,  is  apparent  to  all  who  know 
whi'iirc  that  right  had  its  original.  The  right  ol  patronage 
was  not  at  first  a  privilege  torn  by  power  from  unresisting 
poverty.  It  is  nut  an  authority  at  first  usurped  in  Utnes  of 
igiioraiico,  and  esiablished  only  by  succession  and  by  pre- 
retlents.  It  is  not  a  grant  capriciously  made  from  ■  liigher 
tyrant  to  a  lower.  It  is  a  right  dearly  purchased  by  the  first 
po««(>Mors,  and  justly  inherited  by  those  that  succeeded 
th«'m.  When  Christianity  was  csUbli>hed  in  this  island,  a 
rotsular  mode  of  public  worship  was  prescribed.  Public 
wfirRhip  requires  a  public  place  ;  and  the  proprietors  of  lands, 
an  they  were  converted,  built  churches  for  their  families  and 
tlieir  vassals.  For  the  maintenance  of  mini«(ers.  they  settlvd 
a  (Truin  portion  of  their  lands,  and  a  district,  through  which 
c;ich  iniiiister  was  required  to  extend  hi»  care,  was.  by  that 
circumitcription,  coniititutcd  a  parish.  This  Is  a  position  so 
generally  received  in  Kngland.  that  the  extent  of  a  manor 
and  of  a  parikh  are  regularly  received  for  each  other.  The 
churches  which  the  proprietors  of  lands  had  thus  built  and 
thus  endowed,  they  justly  thought  themselves  entitled  to 
provide  with  ministers  ;  and  when  the  episcopal  government 

E rev  ails,  the  bishop  has  no  power  to  reject  a  man  nomiiiate<i 
y  the  patron,  but  for  some  crime  that  might  exclude  him 
from  the  priesthood.  For  the  <!ndowment  of  the  church 
bfinx  the  gift  of  the  landlord,  he  was  consequently  at  liberty 
to  give  it,  according  to  his  choice,  to  any  man  capable  of 
performing  the  holy  ofiices.  The  people  did  nut  choose  him, 
because  the  people  did  not  pay  him. 

We  hoar  It  sometimes  urged,  that  this  original  right  is 
pas.stnl  out  of  memory,  and  is  obliterated  and  obscured  by 
many  translations  of  property  and  changes  of  government : 
that  scarce  any  church  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  heirs  of  the 
builders ;  and  that  the  present  persons  have  entered  subse- 
quently upon  the  pretended  rights  by  a  thousand  accidental 
and  uiilinown  causes.  Much  of  this,  perhaps,  is  true.  But 
how  is  the  right  of  patronage  extinguished  ?  If  the  right 
foll»)wed  the  lands,  it  is  possessed  by  the  same  equity  by 
which  the  lands  are  possessed.  It  is,  in  effect,  part  of  the 
manor,  and  protected  by  the  same  laws  with  every  other 
privileffe.    Let  us  suppose  an  etute  forfeited  by  treason,  and 

! [ranted  by  the  crown  to  a  new  family.  With  the  lands  were 
urfeited  all  the  rights  appendant  to  those  lands  ;  by  the  same 
power  that  grants  the  lands,  the  rights  also  are  granted. 
The  right  lost  to  the  patron  falls  not  to  the  people,  but  is 
either  retained  by  the  crown,  or,  what  to  the  people  is  the 
same  thing,  is  by  the  crown  given  away.  Let  It  change 
hands  ever  so  often,  it  is  possessed  by  him  that  receives  it 
with  the  same  right  as  it  was  conveyed.  It  may,  indeed,  like 
all  our  possessions,  be  forcibly  seized  or  fraudulently  obt4lned. 
But  no  injury  is  still  done  to' the  people  ;  for  what  they  never 
had.  they  have  never  lost.  Caius  may  usurp  the  right  of 
Titiiis.  but  neither  Caius  nor  Titius  injure  the  people ;  and 
no  man's  conscience,  however  tender  or  however  active,  can 
prompt  him  to  restore  what  may  be  proved  to  have  been 
never  taken  away.  Supposing,  what  I  think  cannot  be  proved, 
that  a  popular  electiou  of  ministers  were  to  t>e  desired,  our 
d«>sires  are  not  the  measure  of  equity.  It  were  to  be  desired 
that  |>ower  should  be  only  in  the  hands  of  the  merciful,  and 
riches  in  the  possession  of  the  generous  ;  but  the  law  must 
leave  l>oth  riches  and  power  where  it  finds  them  ;  and  must 
often  leave  riches  witn  the  covetous,  and  power  with  the 
cruel.  Convenience  may  be  a  rule  in  little  things,  where  no 
other  rule  has  been  established.  But  as  the  great  end  of 
government  is  to  give  every  man  his  own,  no  inconvenience 
is  greater  than  that  of  making  right  uncertain.  Nor  is  any 
man  more  an  enemy  to  public  peace,  than  he  who  fills  weak 
beads  with  imaginary  claims,  and  breaks  the  series  of  civil 
subordination,  by  inciting  the  lower  classes  of  mankind  to 
encroach  upon  the  higher. 

Having  thus  shown  that  the  right  of  patronage,  being 
originally  purcbaned,  may  be  legally  transferred,  and  that  it 
is  now  ill  the  hands  of  lawful  poste^sors,  at  least  as  cerUinly 
as  any  other  right,  we  have  left  to  the  advocates  of  tlie 
people  no  other  plea  but  that  of  convenience.  Let  us,  there- 
fore, now  consider  what  the  people  would  really  gain  by  a 
general  abolition  of  the  right  of  patronage.  What  Is  most  to 
be  denired  by  such  a  change  is,  that  the  country  should  be 
supplied  with  better  ministers.  But  why  should  we  suppose 
that  the  parish  will  make  a  wiser  choice  than  the  patron  ? 
If  we  suppose  mankind  actuated  by  interest,  the  patron  is 
more  likely  to  choose  with  caution,  because  be  will  suffer 
more  by  choosing  wrong.  By  the  deficiencies  of  his  minister, 
or  by  his  vices,  he  is  equally  ofiended  with  the  rest  of  the 
congregation  ;  but  be  will  have  this  reason  more  to  lament 


them,  that  they  will  he  imputed  to  bis  absurdity  or  corrup- 

""he  qualifications  of  a  minister  are  weU  ki 
learning  and  piety. 


tion. 


The  qualifications  of  a  minister  are  weU  known  iohe 
Uf  his  learning  the  patriM  is  proliably 
the  only  judge  in  the  parish  ;  and  of  his  piety  not  less  a  Judge 
than  others ;  and  is  more  likely  to  inquire  minutely  and 
diligently  t>efore  he  gives  a  presentation,  than  one  of  the 
parochial  rabble,  who  can  give  nothing  but  a  vote.    It  may 


be  urged,  that  though  the  parish  might  not  < 
ministers,  they  would  at  least  choose  inhii«tei 
like  better,  and  who  would  therefore  ofBciate 
efficacy.  That  ignorance  and  perventeneu  s 
obtain  what  they  like  was  never  considered  t 
government;  of  which  it  Is  the  great  and  sU 
that  the  wise  see  for  the  simple,  and  the  reguJ 
capricious.  But  that  this  argument  »uppos« 
capable  of  judging,  and  resolute  to  act  accoi 
best  judgments,  though  this  be  suffidtnitly  ab 
all  its  absurdity.  It  supposes  not  ouly  wisdoi 
mity,  in  thoke,  who  upon  no  other  occasions  a 
or  wise.     If  by  some  strange  concurrence  all  I 

r Irish  should  unite  in  the  choice  of  any  single 
could  not  charge  the  patron  with  injustice  to 
minister.  I  stiould  censure  him  as  unkind  an 
But  it  is  evident,  that  as  in  all  other  popular  c 
will  l>e  a  contrariety  of  judgment  and  acrimon] 
parish  upon  every  vacancy  would  break  into  fac 
contest  lor  the  choice  of  a  minister  would  set 
variance,  and  bring  discord  Into  Camilie*. 
would  be  Uught  all  the  arts  of  a  CHtidi<late, 
some,  and  bribe  others  :  ami  the  rlet^tors.  ai 
cases,  would  call  for  holidays  and  ale.  and  breal 
each  other  during  the  Jollity  of  the  ranvass.  T 
however,  come  at  lust,  when  one  of  the  factin 
vail,  and  one  of  the  ministers  get  pc»Rse««.lon  ( 
On  what  terms  does  he  enter  upon  his  ministr 
enmitT  with  half  his  parish  ?  By  what  prud 
diligence  can  he  hope  to  conciliate  the  aflV 
party  by  whofc  defeat  he  has  obtained  his  li 
man  who  voted  against  him  « ill  enter  the  chur 
ing  head  and  downcast  eyes,  afraid  to  enconnt 
traur,  by  whose  vute  and  influence  he  has  lieen 
He  win  hate  his  neight>our  for  of>pusing  I 
minister  for  having  proi>(>ered  by  his  Qpp<i»l:l4 
will  never  see  him  but  with  pain,  he  will  neve 
with  hatred.  Of  a  minister  presented  by  th 
parish  has  seldom  any  thing  worse  to  say  that 
not  know  him.  Of  a  minister  clK»en  by  a  popul 
those  who  do  not  favour  him  have  nursed  up  in 
principles  of  hatred  and  reasons  of  rejection. 
cited  principally  by  pride.  The  pride  of  a  co 
very  little  exasperated  by  the  supposed  usni 
acknowledged  superior.  He  bears  only  his  lil 
general  evil,  and  suffers  in  common  with  the  i 
but  wlieii  the  contest  is  between  equals,  the  del 
aggravations  ;  and  he  that  is  defeated  by  his  m 
Is  seldom  satisfied  without  some  revenge  ;  and 
say  what  bitterness  of  raalignity  would  preta 
where  these  elections  should  happen  to  be  I 
the  enmity  of  opposition  should  be  rekindled 
cooled. 

4.  Argument  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  '. 
Minuter  of  Dunfermline. 
[See  p.  513.] 

"  Of  the  censure  pronounced  fron  the  pulp 
mination  must  be  formed,  as  in  other  rasrn,  tq 
tion  of  the  act  Itself,  and  the  particular  dmn 
which  it  is  invested. 

"  The  right  of  censure  and  rebuke  seems  n 
pendant  to  the  pastoral  office.  He  to  whom  I 
congregation  ii  intrusted,  is  considered  as  the  i 
flock,  as  the  teacher  of  a  school,  as  the  father 
As  a  shepherd  tending  not  his  own  sheep  but 
master,  he  is  answerable  for  those  that  stray 
themselves  by  straying.  But  no  man  can  be  ai 
losses  which  he  has  not  power  to  jprt* vrnt  or 
wliich  he  has  not  authority  to  restrain.  * 

"  Ai  a  teacher  giving  instruction  for  waires 
reproach.  If  those  whom  be  undertakes  to  inf 
proficiency,  he  must  have  the  power  of  enfordn 
of  awakening  negligence,  and  repressing  cootrai 

"  As  a  father,  he  possesses  the  paromal  autho 
nition.  rebuke,  and  punishment.  He  cannot,  witi 
his  office  to  an  empty  name.  t)e  hindered  from  tl 
any  practice  necessary  to  stimulate  the  fiUe  t 
vicious,  to  check  the  petulant,  and  correct  the  > 

"  If  we  inquire  into  the  practice  of  the  uriv 
we  shall.  I  believe,  find  the  ministers  of  tl»e  wo 
the  whole  suthority  of  this  complicated  charactt 
find  them  not  only  encouraging  the  good  by  evi 
terrifying  the  wicked  by  reproof  and  demuiciai 
earliest  ages  ofthe  church,  while  rellgian  was  i 
secular  advantages,  the  punishment  of  sinner 
censure  and  open  penance;  penalties  infliete 
ecclesiastical  authority,  at  a  time  while  the  «^ 
no  help  fi-om  the  civil  power,  while  the  hand  o 
trate  lifted  only  the  rod  of  persecution,  and  wh 
were  ready  to  afTord  a  refuge  to  all  thca*  w 
clerical  authority.  ^^ 

"  That  the  church,  therefore,  h«]  ooce  a  no« 
censure,  is  evident,  because  that  power  was  Aw 
cised.    That  it  borrowed  not  iu  power  from  iS 
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rltf ,  U  likewise  cerUin,  beeaote  dvil  authority  wm  at  that 
time  Its  enemy. 

•*  The  hour  came,  at  length,  when,  after  three  hundred 
yeart  of  itruggle  and  distreti.  Truth  took  potMMion  ot  im- 
perial power,  and  the  ciril  laws  lent  their  aid  to  the  eccle- 
siastical constitutions.  The  magistrate  from  that  time  co- 
operated with  the  priest,  and  clerical  sentences  were  made 
efficacious  by  secular  force.  But  the  state,  when  it  came  to 
the  assistance  of  the  church,  had  no  Intention  to  diminish  its 
authority.  Those  rebukes  and  those  censures  which  were 
lawful  before,  were  lawlUi  still.  But  they  had  hitherto 
operated  only  upon  voluntarr  submission.  The  refractory 
and  contemptuous  were  at  first  in  no  danger  of  temporal 
sereritiM,  except  what  they  might  suffer  from  the  reproaches 
of  coQscieooe,  or  the  detestation  of  their  fellow  Christians. 
When  religion  obuined  the  support  of  law,  if  admonitions 
and  censures  had  no  eflbct,  they  were  seconded  by  the  ma- 
gistrates with  coercion  and  punishment. 

**  It  therefore  appears,  from  ecclesiastical  history,  that  the 
rl^M  of  Inflicting  shame  by  public  censure  has  been  always 
ifclered  as  inherent  in  the  church ;  and  that  this  right 
not  eonferred  by  the  dril  power ;  for  it  was  exercised 
n  the  dTil  power  operated  against  it.  By  the  civil  power 
It  was  never  taken  away ;  for  the  Christian  magistrate  Inter- 
IMMod  hii  oOoe,  not  to  rescue  sinners  from  censure,  but  to 
aopply  more  powerful  means  of  reformation ;  to  add  pain 
wtiare  shame  was  InsutBcient;  and,  when  men  were  pro- 
claimed anworthy  of  the  sodcty  of  the  (aithfbi.  to  restrain 
than  by  imprisonment  from  spreading  abroad  the  contagion 
of  wickedness. 

"  It  is  not  iroprol>ab1e,  that  ftrom  this  acknowledged  power 
of  public  censure  grew,  in  time,  the  practice  of  auricular  con- 
'     '  D.  Those  who  dreaded  the  blast  of  public  reprehension 
willing  to  submit  themselves  to  the  priest  by  a  private 
of  themselves,  and  to  obtain  a  reconciliation  with 


tba  church  by  a  kind  of  ciaudestlne  alMolution  and  invisible 
paoaaee ;  conditions  with  which  the  priest  would,  in  times 
of  ignorance  and  corruption,  easily  comply,  as  they  increased 
hblnfluence,  by  adding  the  knowledge  of  secret  sins  to  that 
of  notorious  offences,  and  enUurged  his  authority,  by 


ktai  the  sole  arbiter  of  the  terms  of  recondlement. 

**  From  this  bondage  the  Reformation  set  us  IVee.  The 
minlstn-  has  no  longer  power  to  press  into  the  retirements  of 
coosdenee,  to  torture  us  by  interrogatories,  or  put  himsdf 
fa  possession  of  our  secrets  and  our  lives.  But  though  we 
iMve  thus  eontrolled  his  usurpations,  his  just  and  origlnd 
power  rtmahis  unfanpaired.    He  mav  still  see,  though  he 

H  not  pry ;  he  may  yet  hear,  though  he  may  not  question, 
that  knowledge  which  his  eyes  and  ears  force  upon  htan 
It  la  still  his  du^  to  use,  for  the  benefit  of  his  flock.  A  father 
who  Uvct  near  a  wkked  ndghboor  may  forbid  a  son  to  fn- 
qoont  his  company.  A  minister  who  has  in  his  congregation 
m  nun  of  open  and  scandalous  wickedness  may  warn  his 
porbhkmers  to  shou  bis  conversation.  To  warn  them  is  not 
odIj  lawful,  but  not  to  warn  them  would  be  criminal.  He 
■my  warn  them  one  by  one  in  friendly  converse,  or  by  a 
parachld  vlsltatloo.  But  if  ha  may  warn  each  man  singly, 
what  shall  forbid  hhn  to  warn  them  all  together  ?  Of  that 
whirh  is  to  be  made  known  to  all,  how  is  there  any  dlffsrence 
wisotker  it  be  communicated  to  each  singly,  or  to  all  to- 
ftbw?  What  is  known  to  all  must  necessarily  be  puUie. 
Wbether  It  shall  be  public  at  once,  or  public  by  dvgrees,  is 
Cbo  only  question.  And  of  a  sudden  and  solemn  publicatkm 
tke  ImprMsion  is  deeper,  and  the  warning  more  effectud. 

■•  It  may  easily  be  urged,  if  a  minister  be  thus  left  at  liberty 
to  ddate  sinners  from  the  pulpit,  and  to  publish  at  will  the 
1 1  liiiw  iif  II  parishioner,  he  may  often  blast  the  innocent,  and 
iiaUmu  the  timorous.  He  may  be  suspicious,  and  condemn 
witliout  evkienoe ;  he  nuy  be  rash,  and  jud^e  without  ex- 
t— «'«*^«" ;  he  may  be  severe,  and  treat  slight  oflfences  with 
too  mneh  harshness ;  he  may  be  mdignant  and  partial,  and 
giatUy  bis  privata  interest  or  resentment  under  the  shelter 


r.  and  of  dl  this  there  is 


tMftf .  T 
^agfromi 


^t  Ms  pastord  cliaracteri 

-  Ofdl  this  there  is  possibility,  an 
4amaKr.  But  if  possibility  of  evil  be  to  exclude  good,  no 
pooa  ever  can  be  dooe.  If  nothmg  is  to  be  dtempted  in 
wlsiefa  there  is  danger,  we  must  di  sink  into  hopelesii  inac- 
The  edls  that  may  be  feared  frtrni  this  practice  arise, 
_  any  defect  in  the  institution,  but  from  the  inflrmlties 

«f  tanmaa  nature.  Power,  in  whatever  hands  it  is  placed, 
ha  lometimes  improperly  exerted ;  yet  courts  of  Uw 
t  iudga,  though  they  will  sometimes  Judge  amias.  A 
w  miMt  liutract  his  children,  though  he  himself  may 
B  want  Instructioo.  A  minister  must  censure  shiners, 
Us  censure  may  be  sometimes  erroneous  by  want  of 
Bomctimct  uqjust  by  want  of  honesty, 
line  the  dreumstances  of  the  prcaent  cue,  we 
shall  flnd  tha  scotence  ndther  erroneous  nor  lugust;  we 
■kail  flnd  no  imach  ofprivata  eonfhlenee,  no  Intrusion  into 
socrat  transarflons.  The  fisct  was  notorious  and  indutritable; 
ao  SMf  to  be  proved,  that  no  proof  was  dedrcd.  The  act 
««l  basa  aad  treadierous,  the  perpetration  iusdent  and  open, 
mmA  the  example  naturally  mischievous.   The  ministrr.  bow- 


B  k  curfcRM  to  observe  that  Lord  Thurlow  has  here, 
■pllment  to  North  Bdtdn,  made  use  of  a  t«rm 
law.  wUah  to  an  English  reader  may  require 


ever,  bdng  reHrvd  and  recluse,  had  not  yet  heard  what  was 
publicly  known  throughout  the  parish ;  and.  on  occasion  of  a 
public  election,  warned  his  people,  according  to  his  duty, 
aadnst  the  crimes  which  pubUc  elections  frequently  produce. 
His  warning  was  felt  by  one  of  bis  parishioners  as  pdnted 
particuUrly  at  himself.  But  hutead  of  produdng.  as  might 
be  wished,  private  compunction  and  immediate  relbrmation. 
it  kindled  only  rage  and  resentment.  He  charged  hb 
minister,  in  a  public  paper,  with  scandd.  defamation,  and 
(dsehood.  The  minister,  thus  reproached,  bad  his  own 
character  to  vindicate,  upon  which  his  pastoral  authority 
must  necessarily  depend.  To  be  charged  with  a  defanutory 
lie  is  an  injury  which  no  man  patiently  endures  in  common 
life.  To  be  charged  with  polluting  the  pastoral  ofBce  with 
scandd  and  fdsehood,  was  a  violation  of  character  still  more 
atrodous,  as  it  affected  not  only  his  personal,  but  hb  dericd 
veradty.  His  indignation  naturdly  rose  in  proportion  to 
hb  honesty,  and.  with  dl  the  fortitude  of  injured  honesty,  he 
dared  thb  calumniator  in  the  church,  and  at  once  exonerated 
himself  fk-om  censure,  and  rescued  hb  flock  fhm  deception 
and  fh)ra  danger.  The  man  whom  lie  accuses  pretends  not 
to  be  innocent ;  or.  at  least,  only  pretends,  fbr  be  declines  a 
trid.  The  crime  of  which  he  is  accused  bas  fVequent  oppor. 
tunities  and  strong  tempUtions.  It  has  dready  spread  far, 
with  much  depravation  of  private  morals,  and  much  injury 
to  public  happiness.  To  warn  the  people,  therefore,  against 
it  was  not  wanton  and  ofllrious,  but  necessary  and  pastoral 

"  What,  then,  b  the  fkult  with  which  thb  worthy  minister 
is  charged  ?  He  bas  usurped  no  dominion  over  consdence. 
He  has  exerted  no  authority  in  support  of  doutitful  and  con- 
troverted opinions.  He  has  not  dfragged  into  light  a  bashful 
and  corrigible  sinner.  His  censure  was  dbected  agdnst  a 
breach  of  mordity.  against  an  act  which  no  man  Justifies. 
The  man  who  appropriated  this  censure  to  himself  b  evi- 
dently  and  notoriously  guilty.  Ills  consdousness  of  his  own 
wickedness  incited  him  to  attack  hb  faithful  rrprover  with 
open  insolence  and  printed  accusations.  Such  an  dtack 
made  defence  necessvy ;  and  we  hope  It  will  be  d  last  de- 
cided tbd  the  means  of  defence  were  just  and  lawful." 

5.   Lord  Thurtow'a  Opinion  on  the  same  Que. 

[See  p.  J/13.] 
Caai.    •*  There  b  herewith  Idd  before  you, 
"1.  Petition  for  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Thomson, 

minister  of  Dunfermline. 
**t.  Answers  thereto. 
**  3.  Copy  of  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Session  upon 

both. 
**  4.  Notes  of  the  opinions  of  the  Judge*,  bdng  the  reason 
upon  which  thdr  decree  is  grounded. 


"  These  papers  you  will  pic 
opinion. 


to  peruse,  and  give  your 


"  Whdher  there  Is  a  probability  of  the  above  decree  of 
the  Court  of  Session  bdng  reversed,  if  Mr.  Thomson 
should  apped  from  the  same  ?  " 

"  I  don't  think  the  apped  advisable ;  not  only  beeanse  the 
Tdue  of  the  judgment  is  In  no  degree  adequate  to  the  expense : 
but  because  there  are  many  chances,  tnst  upon  the  general 
complexion  of  the  case,  the  Impression  will  be  taken  to  tbe 
disadvantage  of  the  appellant. 

**  It  is  impossible  to  apf>rove  the  style  of  that  sermon.  But 
the  complaint  was  not  less  ungradous  from  that  man,  who 
bad  behaved  to  ill  by  his  origlnd  libel,  and  nt  the  time  whm 
he  received  the  reprciach  he  cnmpldns  of.  In  th«*  last  article 
all  the  pUiotifT*  are  equally  concerned.  It  struck  me  dso 
with  some  wonder,  that  the  judges  should  think  so  much 
fervour  apposite  to  the  occasion  of  reproving  the  defendant 
for  a  little  excess. 

"  Upon  the  matter,  however,  I  agree  with  them  in  roo. 
demnina  the  behaviour  of  tbe  minbter,  and  in  thinking  it  a 
subject  fit  for  ecclrsiattU-d  censure ;  and  even  for  an  action, 
if  any  individud  cotild  quality  >  a  wrong,  and  a  damage  arising 
from  it.  But  this  1  doubt.  The  circumstance  of  publitbiDg 
the  reproach  in  a  pulpit,  though  extremely  indiTent,  and 
culpable  in  another  tiew.  does  not  constitute  a  different  sort 
of  wrong,  or  any  other  rule  of  Uw  than  would  have  obuined, 
if  the  same  words  had  l)een  pronounced  elsewhere.  I  don't 
know  whether  there  be  any  difference  in  the  law  of  Scollaiid, 
in  the  deftnition  of  slander.  t>efore  thecommiwarin.  or  the 
Court  of  Session.  The  common  law  of  England  does  nut 
give  way  to  actions  for  every  reproachful  word.  An  action 
cannot  be  tvought  for  generd  damages  upon  any  words 
which  import  less  than  an  ofTence  cognbahle  I7  law  ;  conse- 
quently »o  action  could  have  l>een  Iwoiight  here  for  the 
words  in  qursti<in.  Both  laws  admit  the  truth  to  be  a  justi- 
fication in  actiim  for  wr^t ;  and  tbe  Uw  of  England  does 
the  same  in  actions  f'>r  libels.  The  judgmi^t.  therefore, 
seems  to  me  to  have  tieen  wnmg,  in  that  tbe  court  repelled 
that  defence.  E.  TncBLow." 

explanation.     To  qmaiihi  a  wroog,  is  bo  point  out  and  csta- 
Mbh  it.  —  Boswux. 

So 
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<j.  jir^nm^nt  opniMt  o  PtvAtcution,  by  iJtt  Procuroiori 
<j/'  Edinlfur^K  of  an  aUetfrd  LibeL 

[See  p,  n96.1 

*    Ml  Tni«irv   U  .>5th.^r   of  ili.-   in-rxuu.  Hie   fort-irK'.  >.f  tU- 


or  »»•  oot,  xn  lituimta  injur famti  i* 

It..    tuiuK.l    I  ,11,1     I)-     nrnv.',!.        Itill   111..' 


rtluun  tip  hatl  Iw'Hr 
i  rllo  ieVi-ril  of  iho 

I  ,''.1   in'il.ir  ii'ji  >l.       J 


\U'    If, 

hi.  in- 

adfanuigr  uT  many 
Auiiieated  by  frieu 


ij  |i!>T  whlcb 


foiitid  M)  UlikckftoDe  Uut  to  imtaUlt  bcU 


lOkiiiiliU  ill  > 
or  titUia^c  our 
eutiut),  It  Ia  h 
'   If  . 


protectoTi  of  ©wr         ■• 

lull    Tn-11.-v-'  It  II. .r    I   ^,,r.  , 


'      W(U  U   (<i.i    be    .:»i..l.  Ili.it  Jt<< 
f  j»nJ  will  itn«  tin-  coiiJeqiuMiLt 


fa.    NOTE& 

1.  Sufplementto!^otem  Ciibtr** '*  Lwtt  of  the  nwf*." 

[Seep.  SM.  n, «.] 

In  llic  MoDlMy  llctlew  fnr  Way,  I7M,  thefo  ia  inch  »  cor 
r«H'(lMii  iif  thtj  Abi-tvc  |i.-uAM(rf!  »»  I  fthoultl  think  miviolf  vcty 


to    ili«t  Ji>hnM)n 
that  ribhrr  w;3!  (■; 

At    " 

of   .<- 
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S.  Supplemeni  to  Note  on  Wilket*$  InterpretaHom  of 
Harace*$  **  Difficile  est  proprii  tUcert"  jpc. 
[See  p.  517.] 

It  Ii  nrcetaary,  to  a  fUr  couaideraHon  of  the  question,  that 
the  whole  pa»Mge  lu  which  the  words  occur  should  be  kept 
In  view :  — 

**  Si  quid  innxpertum  scene  comroittis.  et  audes 
Personam  formare  novam  ;  servetur  ad  imiim 
Quails  ab  incepto  procrsscrit,  et  sibi  constPt. 
DifflrUe  est  pniprie  communia  dicere :  tuque 
Il4«ti&s  Iliocum  carmen  d(*ducis  in  actus, 
Quim  si  proferres  ignota  indictaque  primus. 
Publica  materies  prlvati  juris  erit,  si 
Non  circa  vttem  patulumqtie  mnrabcris  orbem. 
Ncc  rerbum  verbo  curabis  reddcre  fidus 
Inlerpres  ;  n«c  desilies  imitator  in  arctum 
llnde  pedem  proferre  pudor  ? etat  aut  operis  les." 

The  "  Commentary  "  thus  illustrates  it :  —  "  But  the  forma- 
don  of  quite  new  characters  is  a  work  of  great  difficulty  and 
hasard.  For  here  there  is  no  generally  received  and  Bxed 
archetype  to  work  after,  but  ervry  one  Judffcs  of  common 
rlftht  aconrding  to  the  extent  and  comprrhension  of  his  own 
Idea ;  therefore  he  advises  to  labour  and  refit  old  characters 
and  rahiects.  particularly  those  m^de  known  and  authorised 
1^  the  practke  of  Homer  and  the  epic  writers."  The  note 
ia.  **  Difficile  tit propriecommiaUadtcfre."  Lambin'scom. 
HMllC  Is,  **  Communia  hoc  loco  appeliat  Horatlus  argumenta 
CatMilarum  k  nullo  adhuc  tracuta :  et  ita,qu«e  cuiris  cxposiu 
■ant  et  in  medio  quodammodo  jposita,  quasi  vacua  et  a  nemlne 
oecopata.'*  And  that  this  ij  the  true  meaning  of  eommuHia 
H  avidently  fixed  by  the  words  ignota  indiclaque,  which  are 
■xplanatory  of  It ;  so  that  the  sense  given  it  in  the  "  Commen- 


tafy  "  to  unquestionably  the  right  one.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
llM  dewness  of  the  case,  a  Ute  critic  has  this  strange  passage : 
**  DMcile  qaldem  esse  proprid  communia  dicere,  hoc  est,  ma- 
terlam  Ttdgarem.  notam  et  6  medio  petitam,  ita  immutare 
afeque  exornare,  ut  nova  et  scriptori  propria  videatur,  ultro 
conosdhnoB ;  et  maximi  procul  dubio  ponderis  ista  est  obser- 
▼atio.  8ed  omnilHis  utrinque  culiatts,  rC  tum  dlfflcilis  turn 
▼enastl.  tam  jodidi  quam  ingenii  ratione  habiti,  mjUor  vide- 
fcur  esse  gloria  fabulam  fonnaro  pcnitds  novam,  qiiiim  vete- 
ram,  uteunque  mutatum  de  novo  exhibere."  — Pott.  Pral. 
V.  U.  p.  164.  Where,  having  first  put  a  wrong  construction 
on  the  word  eommunia,  he  employs  it  to  introduce  an  imper- 
tinrat  criticism.  For  where  dc»es  the  poet  prefer  the  glory 
of  refitting  old  subjects  to  that  of  inventing  nv.w  ones  ?  The 
eoalrarr  Is  implied  in  what  he  urges  about  the  superior  diffi- 
nslty  of  the  utter,  from  which  he  dissuades  his  countrymen, 
only  ia  respect  of  their  abilities  and  inexperience  in  these 
■■attars ;  and  In  order  to  cultivate  in  them,  which  is  the  main 
wicw  of  the  epistle,  a  spirit  of  correctness,  by  sending  them 
lo  Che  old  siu^erts,  treated  by  the  Greek  writers.  For  my 
-'—  part  (with  all  deference  for  Dr.  llurd,  who  thinks  the 
clear),  I  consider  the  passage,  "  Difficile  est  proprie 
mmrnia  dicere,^^  to  be  a  crtut  for  the  critics  on  Horace. 
Tiie  explication  which  my  Lord  of  Worcester  treats  with  so 
iBUch  contempt  is,  nevin-theless,  countenanced  by  authority 
wbkfa  I  Bod  quoted  by  the  learned  Baxter,  in  his  edition  of 
Horace,  **  Difficile  at  profrie  communia  dicere^  h.  a.  res 
fnilRares  disertis  verbis  enarrare,  vel  humiie  thema  cum  dig- 
nltate  tractare.  Difficile  nt  eomrnmnes  res  propriis  txpUcare 
wtrSis.  Vet.  Schol."  I  was  much  disappointed  to  find  that 
tba  great  critic.  Dr.  Bentley,  hus  no  note  upon  this  very 
dUkult  passafe,  as  from  his  vigorous  and  illuminated  mind 
I  alMMild  have  expected  to  receive  more  satisfaction  than  1 
kave  yet  had.  Sanadon  thus  treaU  of  it :  "  Proprid  communia 
dicere  i  e'est  i  dire,  qu'il  n'est  pas  aise  de  former  i  ces  per- 
•onnages  d'imagination  des  caractires  particuliers  et  cepen- 
dant  vraitembiables.  Comme  Ton  a  iti  le  maltre  de  ies 
turmtr  tels  qu'on  a  touIu,  Ies  fautes  que  Ton  fait  en  cda 
aoot  Bwins  pardonnables.    C'est  pourquoi  Horace  conseiUe 


do  prendre  toujours  des  st^fets  connus,  tels  que  sont.  par 
Dj»l«,  ceux  que  Ton  peut  tirer  des  potoes  d'llomcre." 
Uader  observes  upon  it,  "  AprH  avoir  marqui  Ies  deux 


qaalitte  qu*il  faut  doitner  aux  personnages  qu'on  invente,  11 
CMMdila  SOX  poitcs  tragioues,  de  n'user  pas  trop  Cscilement 
da  CBtU  lUmtiqu'ils  oot  d'en  Inventer.  car  11  est  trte  difficile 
da  rfasslr  dans  ces  uouveaux  caractdres.  11  est  mal  alsi,  dit 
Horaet,  de  trailer  proprement.  c'est  k  dire,  convenablement, 
daa  safets  eommun* ;  c'est  i  dire,  des  suJeU  inventcs,  et  qui 
■'out  aucon  Ibndement  ni  dans  Tbistoire  ni  dans  la  fable ;  et 
II  las  appolle  cooimuns,  parcequ'ils  sont  en  disposition  1  tout 
la  noBoe,  et  que  tout  le  monde  a  le  droit  de  Ies  inventer,  et 
^*Us  ■ont,eamnie  on  dlt,  au  premier  occupant."  Seehto  ob- 
aarvatloosat  large  on  this  expreuion  and  the  following.  After 
■II.  1  cannot  hdp  entertaining  some  doubt  whether  the  words 
JMIkHeeet pnmrti eommunia  dicere mafnoihtLft  been  thrown 
la  ■»  Horace  to  form  a  separate  article  in  a  "choice  of  dif- 
flnuUM"  which  a  poet  has  to  encounter  who  chooses  a  new 
:  In  which  ease  it  must  be  uncertain  which  of  the  various 
itfons  is  the  true  one,  and  every  reader  has  a  right  to 
M  it  May  tirika  hto  own  &mcy.  And  even  should  the 
taa  OBdwttuod,  as  they  generally  are,  to  be  connected 


both  with  what  goes  before  and  what  comes  after,  the  exact 
sense  cannot  be  absolutely  ascertained ;  for  Instance.  wheth«?r 
proprie  Is  meant  to  signify  in  an  igtpropriated  mamter,  as 
Ih-.  Johnson  here  understands  it,  or,  as  it  U  often  used  by 
Cicero,  iriM  proprie^  or  eUganUf/.  In  short,  it  is  a  rare 
instance  of  a  defect  in  perspicuity  in  an  admirable  writer, 
who,  with  almost  every  species  of  excellence,  is  pcruiiarly 
remarkable  fur  that  Quality.  The  length  of  this  note,  per- 
haps,  requires  an  apology.  Many  of  my  readers,  1  doubt 
not,  will  admit  that  a  critical  discussion  of  a  passage  in  a 
favourite  classic  Is  verr  engaging. -p-BoawKLL. 

Tbis  passage  was  the  subject  of  an  ingenious  discussion 
between  the  young  Marquis  de  Sevigno  and  M.  Dader,  which 
will  be  found  together  with  Sanadon's  and  Dumarsais' 
opinions,  in  a  receat  edition  of  Madame  de  Sevign6's  letters. 
—  CaoKKR. 

3.  Note  on  the  Ward*  «*  Balanet  of  Miseryr 

[See  p.  764.] 

Thi  Reverend  Mr.  Ralph  Churton.  Fellow  of  Braxen-Nose 
College,  Oxford,  has  favoured  me  with  the  following  remarks 
on  mv  work,  which,  he  is  pleased  to  say,  **  I  have  hitherto 
extolled,  and  cordially  approve : "  — 

"  The  chief  part  of  what  I  have  to  observe  Is  contained  in 
the  following  transcript  from  a  letter  to  a  fHeod.  which, 
with  his  concurrence,  I  copied  for  this  purpose;  and,  what- 
ever may  be  the  merit  or  justness  of  the  remarks,  you  may 
be  sure  that  being  written  to  a  most  intimate  fHend,  without 
any  intention  that  they  ever  should  go  ftirther,  they  are  the 
genuine  and  unditguiscd  sentiments  of  the  writer :  — 

"  •  Jan.  6.  1792. 
"  '  Last  week  I  was  reading  the  second  volume  of '  Bos- 
well's  Johnson,'  with  increuing  estr«m  for  tlie  worthy 
author,  and  increasing  veneration  of  the  wonderftii  and  ex- 
cellent man  who  is  the  subject  of  it.  The  writer  throws  in, 
now  and  then,  very  properly,  some  serious  religious  reflec- 
tions ;  but  there  is  one  remark,  in  my  mind  an  obvious  and 
Just  one,  which  I  think  he  has  not  made,  that  Johnson's 
'morbid  melancholy,'  and  constitutional  infinnitics,  were 
intended  by  Providence,  like  St.  Paul's  thorn  In  the  flesh,  to 
check  intellectual  conceit  and  arrogance ;  which  the  con- 
sdousness  of  his  extraordinary  talents,  awake  as  he  was  u> 
the  voice  of  praise,  might  otherwise  have  generated  in  a  very 
culpable  degree.  Another  observation  strikes  me.  that  in 
consequence  of  the  same  natural  indisposition,  and  habitual 
sickliness  (for  hr  says  he  scarcly  passed  one  day  without 
pain  after  his  twentieth  vear),  he  considered  and  represented 
human  life  as  a  scene  of  much  greater  misery  than  is  gene- 
rally experienced.  There  may  be  persons  bowed  down  with 
affliction  all  thdr  dajs ;  and  there  are  those,  no  doubt,  whose 
Iniquities  rob  them  of  rest ;  but  neither  cahuni:ies  nor 
crimen,  I  hope  suid  believe,  do  so  much  and  so  generally 
sbound,  as  to  Justify  the  d^rk  picture  of  life  which  Johnsim's 
imagination  designed,  and  his  suong  pencil  delineated.  This 
I  am  sure,  the  colouring  is  tar  too  gloomy  for  what  1  have 
experienced,  though,  as  far  as  1  can  remember.  I  have  had 
more  sickness  (I  do  not  say  more  severe,  but  only  more  in 
Quantity)  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  most  people.  But  tiien 
aailv  debility  and  occasional  sickness  were  far  overbalanced 
by  intervenient  days,  and,  perbaps,  weeks  void  of  pain,  and 
overflowing  with  comfort.  8o  that,  in  short,  to  rettun  to  the 
subject,  human  life,  as  far  as  I  can  perceive  from  experience 
or  observation,  is  not  that  state  of  constant  wretchedness 
which  Johnson  always  insisted  it  was:  which  misrepresent, 
ation,  for  such  it  sureir  is,  his  biographer  has  not  corrected, 
I  suppose,  because,  unhappily,  he  has  himself  a  large  portion 
E>r  melancholy  in  his  constitution,  and  fancied  the  portrait  a 
Mthful  copy  of  life.' 

"  The  learned  writer  then  proceeds  thiu  in  his  letter  to 
me:  — 
"  *  1  have  conversed  with  lome  sensible  men  on  this  sub- 

fect,  who  all  seem  to  entertain  the  same  sentiments  respecting 
ife  with  those  which  are  expressed  or  implied  in  the  fore- 
t^ing  paragraph.  It  might  be  added,  that  as  the  rtpresent- 
ition  here  spoken  of  appears  not  consistent  with  ia«-t  and 
■;x|>ericnce,  so  neither  does  it  seem  to  be  countenanced  by 
ikripture.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  part  of  the  sacred  volume 
which  at  flrst  sight  promises  so  much  to  lend  its  saiKtlon  to 
these  dark  and  desponding  notions  as  the  book  of  Kcclesiastes. 
which  so  olten,  and  so  emphatically,  oruclalms  the  vanity  of 
things  subluiury.  But  the  design  of  this  whole  book  (as  it 
has  been  Justly  observed)  is  not  to  put  us  (Hit  of  concek  with 
life,  but  to  cure  our  vain  expectations  of  a  complete  and 
perfect  happlneu  In  this  world :  to  convince  us,  that  there  Is 
DO  such  thing  to  be  found  in  mere  exteriul  etOnyments ;  — 
and  to  teach  us  to  seek  for  happiness  in  the  practice  of  virtue. 
In  the  knowledge  and  hive  of  tiod.  and  in  the  hopes  of  a 
better  life.  For  this  is  the  s|>pllcation  of  all :  I^t  tu  hear,  &c. 
xii.  13.  Not  only  his  duty,  but  his  happiness  too :  For 
God,  ate.  V.  14.  —  See  8herk>ck  on  Providence.' 

**  The  New  Testament  tells  us,  indeed,  and  most  truly, 
that  *  suffldent  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof:  *  and,  there- 
fore, wisely  forbids  ut  to  increase  our  burdao  by  forebodings 
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orttry  production  of  Johnton't  pen.  He  owned  to  me  that  be 
bad  written  about  forty  aennonB ;  but  as  I  uuderttood  that 
he  bad  given  or  sold  them  to  dilferent  personi,  who  were  to 
preach  them  a«  their  own,  he  did  not  consider  himself  at 
ubertjr  to  acknowledge  them.    Would  those  who  were  thus 


by  him,  who  are  still  alive,  and  the  friends  of  those 
«bo  are  dead,  (airly  inform  the  world,  it  would  be  obligtnglf 
gratlf}lng  a  reasonable  curiosltjr,  to  which  there  should.  I 
think,  now  be  no  objectloa  Two  volumes  of  them,  pub- 
llabed  since  his  death,  are  sufficiently  ascertained.  See  p.  555. 
1  have  before  me  in  his  handwriting  a  fragment  of  twenty 
ciumrto  leaves,  of  a  translation  into  English  of  Sallust,  De 
Beiio  Catitiuario.  When  it  was  done  I  have  no  notion :  but 
it  seems  to  have  no  very  superior  merit  to  mark  It  as  his. 
Beakles  the  publications  heretofore  mentioned,  I  am  satisfied, 
nron  ioternal  evidence,  to  admit  also  as  genuine  the  fol- 
lowing, which,  notwithstanding  all  my  chronological  care, 
teaci4>ed  me  in  the  course  of  this  work  :— 

**  Considerations  on  the  Case  of  Dr.  Trapp's  Sermons,"  t 
piiiA>Ushed  in  1739,  in  the  "Gentleman's  Magazine."  It  is  a 
very  ingenious  defence  of  the  right  of  abridging  an  author's 
trorit,  without  being  held  as  infringing  his  property.  This 
Is  mie  of  the  nicest  questions  in  the  Law  qf  Literature  }  and 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  indulgence  of  abridging  is 
lexeeedjn 


ingly  injurious  to  authors  and  booksellers,  and 
should  in  very  few  cases  be  permitted.  At  any  rate,  to  pre- 
Tenc  difficult  and  uncertain  discussion,  and  give  an  absolute 
security  to  authors  in  the  property  of  their  labours,  no 
abridgment  whatever  should  be  permitted  till  after  the  ex. 
frfratlon  of  such  a  number  of  years  as  the  legislature  may  be 
^MMdtofix. 

But,  though  it  has  been  confidently  ascribed  to  him,  I 
cannot  allow  that  be  wrote  a  dedication  to  both  bouses  of 
'parilament  of  a  book  entitled  "The  Evangelical  History 
Harmonised."  He  was  no  croaker,  no  dedaimer  against  the 
Umies.  He  would  not  have  written  *'  That  we  are  fiiTlen  upon 
aa  age  in  which  corruntion  is  nut  barely  universal.  Is  unl- 
veraally  ctmfessed."  Mor,  "Rapine  preys  on  the  public 
vitliout  opposition,  and  perjury  betrays  It  without  inquiry." 
Mor  would  be,  to  excite  a  speedy  reformation,  have  ccmJured 
op  such  phantoms  of  terror  as  these :  —  "  A  few  years  longer, 
and  perDaps  all  endeavours  will  be  in  vain.  We  may  be 
swallowed  by  an  earthquake ;  we  may  be  delivered  to  our 
aaemies."    This  Is  not  Johnsonian. 

There  are,  indeed,  in  this  dedication  several  sentences 
constructed  upon  the  model  of  those  of  Johnson.  But  the 
imitatioo  of  tne  form,  without  the  spirit  of  his  style,  has 
been  so  general,  that  this  of  iUelf  is  not  sufficient  evidence. 
Bven  our  newspaper  writers  aspire  to  it.  in  an  account  of 
the  funeral  of  Edwin,  the  comedian.  In '*  The  Diary  "of 
Nov. 9. 1790.  that  son  of  drollery  is  thus  described:  —  "  A 
man  who  had  so  often  cheered  the  sullenness  of  vacancy, 
and  suspended  the  approaches  of  sorrow."  And  in  "  The 
Dublin  Evening  Post,'^  August  16.  1791,  there  is  the  follow- 
ing paragraph : —  "It  Is  a  singular  circumstance,  that  in  a 
city  like  this,  conuining  200,000  people,  there  are  three 
months  In  the  year  during  which  no  place  of  public  amuse- 
ment  Is  open.  Long  vacation  is  here  a  vacation  from 
pleasure,  as  well  as  business ;  nor  is  there  any  mode  of  pass- 
ing tiie  listless  evenings  of  declining  summer,  but  in  the 
riots  of  a  tavern,  or  the  stupidity  of  a  coffee-house." 

I  have  not  tbouabt  it  necessary  to  specify  every  copv  of 
verses  written  by  Johnson,  it  being  my  intention  to  publish 
'    edition  of  all  his  poetry,  with  notes. 

BOSWRLL. 


5.  A  Chronological  Catalogue  of  the  Prote  Workt  of 
Samuel  Johnson,  LL.D.^ 


N.  B.  —  To  those  which  he  himself  acknowledged  Is 
mekmnpl.    Tu  those  which  mav  be  fully  believed  to  tw  bis 
from  internal  evidence  is  added  mtem.  e»id. 

1735.    AsaiooMBNT  and  translation  of  Lobo*s  Voyage  to 

Abyuinia,  adaunol. 
I73S.    Part  of  a  translation  of  Father  Paul  Sarpl's  History 
of  the  Council  of  Trent,  acknovat. 
N.  B.  —  As  this  work,  after  some  sheets  were  printed, 
suddenly  stopped,  I  know  not  whether  any  part  of  it  is  now 
to  be  found. 

ron  TU  GINTLBMAN'S  MAOAZINB. 

Preface,  Aslnns.  nrML 

Lifts  of  Father  Paul,  aekmowl. 


1  I  do  not  here  include  his  poetical  works  ;  for,  excepting 
hSs  Latin  translation  of  Pope's  Messiah,  bis  London,  and 
his  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes,  Imitated  from  Juvenal,  bis 
Prologue  on  the  opening  of  Drury-Lane  Theatre  by  Mr. 
Garrlcli.  and  bis  Irene,  a  Tragedy,  they  are  very  numerous 
and  in  general  short  ;  and  1  have  promised  a  complete  edition 
of  them,  in  which  I  shall,  with  the  utmost  care,  ascerUta 
«hair  authenticity,  and  illustrate  them  with  notes  and  various 


1739. 


1740. 


1741. 


1742. 


1743. 


1744. 


1745. 
1747. 


A  complete  vindication  of  the  Licenser  of  the  Stage 
.  fhmi  the  malicious  and  scandalous  aspersions  of 
Mr.  Broolie,  author  of  Oustavus  Vasa,  aekmov/t. 

Marmor  Nor/otdenae :  or  an  Essay  on  an  ancient 
prophetical  Inscription  In  monkish  rhyme,  lately 
discovered  near  JLynne  in  Norfolk,  oy  Pbobus 
Bbitannicos,  aeknowU. 

FOB  THB  OBNTLBMAN'S  MAOABIMB. 

Life  of  Boerhaave,  actnowL 

Address  to  the  Reader,  intern,  evtd. 

Appeal  to  the  Public  In  behalf  of  the  Editor,  hUem. 

evid. 
Considerations  on  the  case  of  Dr.  Trapp's  Sermons  ;  a 

plausible  attempt  to  prove  that  an  author's  work 

msy  be  abridged  without  injuring  his  property, 

acknotrl. 
1  *  •  Address  to  the  Reader  in  May. 

FOB  THB  OBNTLBMAN'S  MAOAZINB. 

Preface,  intern,  evid. 

Life  of  Admiral  Drake,  acknowl. 

Life  of  Admiral  Blake,  aeknowi: 


Essay  on  Epitaphs,  acknovl. 

roa  THB  OBNTLBMAN'S  MAOABINB. 

Prefsce,  intern,  evid. 

A  free  translation  of  the  Jests  of  Hierocles,  with 

an  introduction,  intern,  evid. 
Debate  on  the  Humble  PetUion  and  Advice  of  the 

Rump  Parliament  to  Cromwell,  in  1667.  to  assume 

the  title  of  King ;  abridged,  methodised,  and  di. 

gested,  intern,  evid. 
TrausUtlon  of  Abbi  Guyon's  Dissertation  on  the 

Amaxons,  intern,  evid. 
Translation  of  Fontenelle's  Pan^yiic  on  Dr.  Morin, 

imtem.  evid. 

FOB  TBB  OBNTLBMAN'S  MAOASmB. 

Preface,  intern,  evid. 

Essay  on  the  Account  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Duchess 
of  Marlborough,  acAnowL 

An  Account  of  the  Life  of  Peter  Burman,  acknowl. 

The  Life  of  Sydenham,  afterwards  prefixed  to  Dr. 
Swan's  edition  of  his  works,  acknovi. 

PropMals  for  printing  Bibllotheca  Ilarleiana,  or  a 
Catalogue  of  the  Dbrary  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
afterwards  prefixed  to  the  first  volume  of  that  cata- 
logue, in  which  the  Latin  accounts  of  the  books 
were  written  by  him,  acknovt. 

Abridgment,  entitled  Foreign  History,  intern,  evid. 

Essay  on  the  Description  uf  China,  from  the  French 
of  Dii  Halde,  intern,  evid. 

Dedication  to  Dr.  Mead  of  Dr.  James's  Medicinal 
Dictionary,  intern,  evid. 

jrOB  THB  OBNTLBMAN'S  MAOAXINB. 

Preface,  intern,  evid. 

Parliamentary  Debates  under  the  name  of  Debates  In 

the  Senate  of  Lilliput,  frum  Nov.  19.  1740,  to  Feb. 

28.  1742-3,  inclusive,  aeknowL 
Considerations  on  the  Dispute  bKween  Crousas  and 

Warburtoo  on  Pope's  P.Msay  on  Man,  i$Uem.  evid. 
A  Letter,  announcing  that  the  Life  of  Mr.  Savage 

was  speedily  to  be  published  by  a  person  who  was 

favoured  with  his  confidence,  intern,  evid. 
Advertisement  for  Osborne  concerning  the  Harleian 

Catalogue,  intern,  evid. 
Life  of  Richard  Savage,  acknovi. 
Preface  to  the  Harleian  Miscellany,  aeimovl. 


FOB  THB  OBNTLBMAN  S  MAOAUNB. 

Preface,  intem.  evid. 

Miscellaneous  Observations  on  the  tragedy  of  Mac- 
beth, with  remarks  on  Sir  T.  H.'s  (Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer's)  Edition  of  Shaltspeare,  and  proposals  for 
a  new  Edition  of  that  Poet,  aelnowl 

Plan  for  a  Dictionary  of  the  Enolish  Langdaob,  ad- 
dressed  to  Philip  Dormer.  Barl  of  Chesterfield, 
ack$iowL 


readings.  — BoswKLt.  The  meaning  of  this  sentence,  and 
particularly  of  tlie  word  egeepting,  is  not  very  clear.  Per- 
haps  Mr.  Boswell  wrote,  "  tney  are  not  very  numerous," 
which  would  be  less  obscure.  —  CaoxBS. 

s  These  and  several  other  articles,  which  are  marked  with 
an  asterisk,  were  suggested  to  Mr.  Malonc  by  Mr.  Chalmers 
as  probably  written  by  Dr.  Jtdmson ;  they  uve  been  there- 
fore added  to  this  general  list.—  Cbokbb. 
3o  3 
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FOB  TBI  OBmnCAK't  MAOACnn. 

«  Lauder*!  Propoiali  for  priDling  the  Adamm  Enil  of 

Grodui. 
[Abridnnent  of  Foreign  History*  Geml.  Mag,  1794, 

voa  THK  anrruif  AN*i  KAOAniii. 

1748.    Life  of  RoKommoD,  adtmnol. 

Foreign  History,  Norember,  inUm.  evU. 


roR  MH.  DODSUY'S  PBECBPTOR. 

Preface,  aeknovfl. 

Villon  of  Tiieodore  the  Hermit,  aeknowl. 


1749. 
1750. 


»  ' 


I 


17&1. 


i75a 


17M. 


1755. 


1706. 


rOft  THE  GENTLBMAN*8  MAGAZINB. 

•  Letter  on  Fire  Worlu. 

The  Ramblvr,  the  first  paper  of  which  was  published 
20th  of  March  this  rear,  and  the  last  17th  of  March, 
1752,  the  day  on  which  Mrs.  Johnson  died  >,  aeknowl. 

Letter  in  the  General  Adrertiser  to  excite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public  to  the  perforroance  of  Comiis, 
which  was  next  day  to  l>e  acted  at  Drury  Lane  play- 
house, for  the  benefit  of  Milton's  grand-daughter, 
actnotoL 

Preface  and  Postscript  to  Lauder's  Pamphlet,  entitled 
"  An  Essay  on  Milton's  Use  and  Imitation  of  the 
Moderns  in  his  '  Paradise  Lost,*  ' 


FOR  TUB  GBMTLBICAH'S  MAGAZINB. 

Address  to  the  Public  concerning  Miss  Williams's 
Miscellanies. 

Life  of  Chernel,  in  the  Miscellany  called  "  The  Stu- 
dent," aeknowl. 

Letter  for  Lauder,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Douglas,  acknowledghig  his  fraud  concerning  Milton 
in  terms  of  suitable  contrition,  acknotrl. 

Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Middlesex  of  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Lennox's  "  Female  Quixote,*'  intern,  evid. 


POR  THB  OBMTLBMAN'S  MAGAZINB. 

•Preface. 

•  CriUcisro  on  Moore's  Gil  Bias. 

Dedication  to  John,  Earl  of  Orrery,  of  Sbakspeare 
illustrated,  br  Mrs.  Charlotte  Lennox,  aeknowl. 

During  this  and  the  followins  year  he  wrote  and  gave 
to  his  much  loved  friend.  Dr.  Bathurst,  the  papers 
In  the  Adventurer,  signed  T.,  aeknowl. 

FOR  THB  GENTLBMAN'S  MAGAZINB. 

•  Preface. 

•  Notice  of  Mr.  Edward  Cave's  death,  inserted  in  the 
last  page  of  the  index. 

or  Edward  Cave,  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine, 


Life 
aeknowl. 

FOR  THB  GBNTLBMAN'S  MAGAZINB. 

•Prelkce. 

A  Dictionary,  with  a  Grammar  and  History,  of  the 
English  Langdagb,  aeknowl. 

An  Account  of  an  Attempt  to  ascertain  the  Longitude 
at  Sea,  by  an  exact  Theory  of  the  Variations  of  the 
Magnctical  Needle,  with  a  Table  of  the  Variations 
at  the  most  remarkable  cities  in  Europe,  from  the 
year  1660  to  1780,  aeknowl.  This  he  wrote  for  Mr. 
Kachariah  Williams,  an  ingenious  ancient  Welsh 
gentleman,  father  of  Mrs.  Anna  Williams,  whom  he 
for  many  years  kindly  lodged  in  his  bouse,  it  was 
published  with  a  translation  into  Italian  by  Signor 
Baretti.  In  a  copy  of  it,  which  be  presented  to 
the  Bodleian  Lil>rary  at  Oxford,  it  pasted  a  character 
of  the  late  Mr.  Zachariah  Williams,  plainly  written 
by  Johnson,  inttm.  nid. 

An  Abridgment  of  his  Dictionary,  acknotrl. 

Several  Essays  in  the  Universal  Visitor,  which  there  is 
some  dlBiculty  in  ascertaining.  All  that  are  marked 
with  two  asterisks  have  l>een  ascribed  to  him,  al- 
though 1  am  confident,  from  internal  evidence,  that 
we  should  except  from  these  **  The  Life  of  Chaucer," 
"  Reflections  on  the  SUte  of  Portugal,"  and  **  An 
Essay  on  Architecture."  And  from  the  same  evi- 
dence I  am  confident  that  he  wrote  "  Further 
Thoughts  on  Agriculture  "  and  "  A  Dissertation  on 
the  Sute  of  Literature  and  Authors."  The  Dis- 
sertation on  the  Epitaphs  of  Pope,  he  afterwards  ac- 
knowledged, and  added  to  his  "  Idler." 


1  This  Is  R  mistake.  The  last  number  of  the  Rambler  ap- 
peared on  the  I4lh  of  March,  three  days  before  Mrs.  Johnson 
died.  ~~  Malonb. 


UIb  of  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  pKOxed  toasc 
of  bis  Christian  Morals,  iyl»osiif 

In  the  LirsRAET  UfAOAzniB,  or  Vntwrnzu 
which  lie^ui  in  Jaauary,  17S6, 

Bn  ORioiMAii  Emats  are. 


The  Prelimhiary  AddreiB, 

An  Introduction  to  the  PoUdcaa  StaM  of  C 
tain,  intern,  ewd. 

Remarks  on  the  Militia  Bill,  imtem.  ewid. 

Observations  on  bis  Britannic  lfa|eaty*s  Tn 
ttie  Empress  of  Russia  and  the  Landgran 
Castel,  intern,  nid. 

Observations  on  the  Present  State  of  AflU 
eeid. 

Memoirs  of  Frederick  III.,  Kinc  of  Pnss 
evid. 

In  the  same  Magazinr  his  Rxvnws  are  of  i 
ing  books:—**  Birch's  HieCorr  of  the 
clety  ; "  "  Browne's  Christian  Morals ;"  * 
Essay  on  the  Writings  and  Genius  of  Fop 
"  Hampton's  Translation  of  P<dTfolns ;  " 


Newton's  Argumenu  in  proof  of  a  Deity 
*    ■      Isles  of  SdUy;*' 


lase's  History  of  the 


Experiments  on  Bleaching  ;  **  **  Browns 
of  Jamaica ; "  **  Hales  on  IMstilling  & 
Ventiliators  in  Ships»  and  curing  sn  i 
Milk  ;  "  "  Lucas's  Essay  on  Waters  t" 
Catalogue  of  the  Scottish  Bishope ;  ** 

Ebical  Transactions."  vol.  xlix.;  "  Misc 
Jisabeth  Harrison  ;  "  "  Evana's  Map  ai 
of  the  Middle  Colonies  in  AmericaT**  ■* ' 
a  Military  TreaUse  ; "  "  The  Conduct 
nistry  relating  to  the  presaskt  War,  imps 
amlned,"  intern,  end. 
Mrs.  I^nnox's  Translation  of  SuUy's  1 


Letter  on  the  Case  of  Admiral  Byng ; ' 

ley  ••  and  ** 
particui 


to  the  People  concerning  Admiral 


lo  uie  rropie  couceming   Aomirai   oyng 
way's  Eight  Days*  Journey  **  and  **  j&uaj 
**  Some  further  particulars  In  Relation  t 
Byng,  by 


Relation  t 
a  Gentleman  o< 


1757. 


of  Admiral 

aeknowl. 
Mr.  Jonas  Hanwav  having  written  an  ang 

to  the  Review  of  his  Essay  on   Tea,  John 

same  collection,  made  a  reply  to  it.  oekm 

is  the  only  inHCance,  it  is  believed,  when 

scended  to  take  notice  of  any  thing  thai 

written  against  him  ;   and  here  hia  chle 

seems  to  have  t>een  to  make  sport. 
Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Rochford  of,  and 

Mr.  Payne's  introduction  to  the  Game  of 

aeknotpl. 
Introduction  to  the  London    Chronicle,  ai 

Paper,  which  still  subsists  with   desen 

aeknowl. 
•  *•  Observations  on  the  Forngoing  Letter,"  i 

ter  on  the  American  Colonies. 
Speech  on  the  subject  of  an  Address  to  t 

after  the  Expedition  to  Rocbefort  ;  deliv< 

of  his  friends  in  some  public  meeting:  it 

in  the  Gentleman's  Magaaine  for   Oct 

intem.  erid. 
The  first  two  paragraphs  of  the  Preface  1 

liam  Chambers's  Designs  of  Chinese  Bui 

acknotrl. 
1758.    Tub  Iolkr,  which  began  April  .■>.  in  this  re 

continued  till  April  ft.  1760,  acknotrl. 
An   Essay  on  the  Bravery  of  the  Engllal 

Soldiers  was  added  to  it,  when  published  i 

acknotrl. 
17S0.    Rasselas.  Prince  of  Abyssinia,  a  Tale,  actn 
Advertisement  for  the  Proprietors  of  ttie  Id 

certain  persons  who  pirated  tho»e  pan 

came  out  siuRly  In  a  ncwspAper  calledttH 

Chronicle,  or  Weekly  Gazette,  intfm.  e* 
For  Mr«.  Charlotte   I-onnox's   English    ^ 

Brumoy,  "  A  Dissertation  on  the  Greek 

and  the  General  Conclusion   of  the  Bo 

cvid. 
Introduction  to  the  World  Displayed,  a  Cc 

Voyages  anii  Travels,  acknowi. 
Three  Letters  in  the  Gazetteer,  concemii 

plan  for  Blackfriars  Bridge,  acknotrl. 
17C0.    Address  of  the  Painters  to  George  1  If.  on 

•ion  to  the  Throne,  trUcm.  errd. 
Dedication  nf  Baretti's  lUlian  and  English 

to  the  Marquis  of  Abrcu.  then  Knroy  Ext 

from  Spain  at  the  Court  of  Great  Brits 

nn'd. 
Review  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  of  M 

acute  and  able  Vindication  of  Mary  Que« 

aeknotcl. 
Introduction  to  ttie  Proceedings  of  tlse  Con 

Clothing  the  French  Prisonem.  aekmrnd. 
1761 .    Preface  to  Rolfs  Dictionary  of  Trade  and  < 

aeknowU 


ArPBHinz.] 
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NU  and  Imprerenmnte  fbr  Mr.  0«rjn  the  Ar- 
cbltect'i  puaphlct.  enUtled  ~  TboagfaU  on  tli«  Co- 


^  of  George  III..  ^      ^    „ 

1701.  D«Kllcatlon  to  the  King  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kennedjr*i 
Complete  Sntem  of  Astronomieel  Chronology  on- 
folding  the  Scripturei.  4to  edition,  ackmowL 

Preface  to  the  Catalogoe  of  the  Artisu*  Exhibition, 
HUem.  ewid. 
176S.    Character  of  Collins  in  the  Poetical  Calendar,  puh- 
liahcd  by  Fawke*  and  Woty,  aekmncL 

Dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Shaftcabury  of  the  edition  of 
Roger  Ascham'a  EnglUh  Worki.  publiahed  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Bennett.  acANoW. 

The  Life  of  Aicham,  alio  preflaed  to  that  edition. 


Review  of  Telnnacbiu,  a  Maaque,  by  the  Revrrend 
George  Graham,  of  Eton  College,  in  the  Critical 
Review,  aeknowt.  _ 

Dedication  to  the  Queen  of  Mr.  Hoole's  Tranalatlon 

of  Tauo,  actnowL 
Account  of  the  Detection  of  the  Impoetore  of  the  Cock 
Lane  Gbott,  publiahed  in  the  Mewtpapert  and  Gen- 
tleman's Magaxine.  aekmowL  ^     _ 

17«4.    Part  of  a  Review  of  Granger's  "  Sugar  Cane.**  a  Poem, 
In  the  London  Chronicle,  ocAiiqwf 
Review  of  Goldsmith's  "  Traveller,"  a  Poem,  In  the 
Critical  Review.  ockmotrL 

I78B.    The  Plays  of  William  Shakspeare,  In  eight  volumes, 
8va  with  Notes,  adtmovi. 

rm.    The  Fountains,  a  Fairy  Tale,  in  Mrs.  Williams's  Mis- 
cellanies, acknovl.  _ 

1767.    Dedication  to  the  King  of  Mr.  Adams's  Treatise  on 
the  Globes,  adtnowt. 

170.    Character  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Zachariab  Mudge,  in 
the  liondon  Chronicle,  ackmowl. 

1770.  The  False  Alarm,  aeknowl. 

1771.  ThouchU  on  the  late  Transactions  respecting  Falk- 

land's Islands,  acknowl. 
1774.    Defence  of  a  Schoolmaster ;  dictated  to  me  for  the 
House  of  Lords,  acknovl. 
Argument  in  support  of  the  Law  of  Vicious  IntramiM- 
ikm :  dicUted  to  me  for  the  Court  of  Session  in 
Scotland,  acknotri. 

1773.  Preface  to  Macbeao's  "  Dictionary  of  Ardent  Geo. 

graphy,"  aektunel. 
Argument  in  favour  of  the  Rights  of  Lay  Patrons  ; 
dictated  to  roe  for  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  acknowl. 

1774.  The  Patriot,  aeknoml. 

1775.  A  Journey  to  the  Western  Islands  of  Scotland,  ac> 

kw»pl. 
Proposals  for  publishing  the  Works  of  Mrs.  Char- 

l(>tte  Lennox,  in  3  volumes,  4to.  aeknctri. 
Preface  to  BareUi's    Easy  Lessons  hi    Italian  and 

English,  intem.  ewM. 
Taxation  no  Tyranny :  an  Answer  to  the  Resolutions 

and  Address  of  the  American  Congress,  acknowl. 
Argument  on  the  case  of  Dr.  Memis  ;  dlcuted  to  me 

for  the  Court  of  Sessions  in  Scotland,  acknowl. 
Argument  to  prove  that  the  Corporation  of  Stirling 

was  corrupt ;  dicUtcd  to  me  for  the  House  of  Lords, 

acknowl. 

1776.  Argument  in  support  of  the  Risht  of  immediate  and 

personal  Reprehension  from  Uie  Pulpit ;  dictated  to 
me,  acknowl. 
Proposals  for  publi«hing  an  Analysis  for  the  Scotch 
C'fltic    language,   by    the   Rev.    William    Shaw, 


1777.    Dedication  to  the  King  of  the  Posthumous  Works  of 
Dr.  Fearer,  Bishop  uf  Hnchester,  acknowl. 

Additi<ins  to  the  Life  and  Character  of  that  Prelate, 
prefixed  to  those  works,  acknowl. 

Various  Papers  and  Inters  in  favour  of  the  Reverend 
Dr.  Dotid,  aekuowL 
ITSa    Advertisement  for  his  Friend.  Mr.  Thrale,  to  the 
Worthy  KIrctors  of  the  Borough  of  South wark, 
ackm>wl. 

First  Paragraph  of  Mr.  Thomas  Davies's  Life  of 
Garrirk.  acknowt. 
1781.  Prefaces,  biographical  and  critical  to  the  Works  of 
the  most  eminent  KngUsh  ports  ;  afterwards  pub- 
lished with  the  title  uf  the  Lives  of  the  English 
Poets,  acknowl. 

Argument  on  the  Importance  of  the  Regiitration  of 
Deeds  :  dlcuted  to  me  for  an  Election  Committee 
of  the  llou»e  of  Commons,  acknowl. 

On  the  distinction  between  Tokt  and  Wnio  ;  dictated 
tome,  ack$towl. 


1  See  ami,  p.  793.,  my  reasons  for  disbelieving  that  there 
were  any  such  Injunctions.  —  CioKU. 

«  ThU  Is  a  strange  phrase.  What  work  could  It  have  been 
that  Mr.  Boawell  was  not  at  liberty  to  mention ?  That  there 
wasiomepeeuliarmeaningherecanhardlybedoubted.  Itprr- 
AMtmay  atlode  to  some  publications  of  a  Jacobite  tendency, 
wnuan  in  Johnson's  earlier  days,  and  which  may  have  been 


On  VIeaafloaa  Punishments,  and  the  great  Propltlatlaa 
for  th«  Sins  of  the  World  by  Jm»  Cauar;  die- 


Argument  In  flsvour  of  Joaepb  Knight,  an  African 
Negro,  who  claimed  his  Liberty  in  the  Court  of 
Session  In  ScoiUnd,  and  obtained  it ;  dictated  to  m«^ 


Defence  of  Mr.  Robertson,  Printer  of  the  Caledonian 
Mercury,  against  the  Sodety  of  Procnrators  in 
Bdinburgb,  for  having  inserted  In  hia  paper  a  ludi- 
crous paragraph  aeainst  them  ;  demonstrathig  that 
it  was  not  an  Injurious   Libel }   dictated  to  me. 


178S.  The  greatest  Cp*^3>  I'  not  the  whole,  of  a  Reply,  by 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Shaw,  to  a  person  at  Edinburgh, 
of  the  name  of  CUrke,  refuting  his  argumenu  for 
the  authenticity  of  the  Poems  published  by  Mr. 
James  Macpherson  as  Translations  (hmi  Ossian, 
inUm.errid. 

1784.  List  of  the  Authors  of  the  Universal  History,  d*. 
posited  tai  the  British  Museum,  -and  printed  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magasine  for  December,  this  year. 


▼Auotrs  Tiaaa. 
Letters  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  aeknoiol. 
Prayers  and  Meditations,  which  he  dellTered  to  the 
Rer.  Mr.  Strahan,  eiUolnlng  him  to  puhttsh  them  >, 


Sermons.  1^  Jbrjmbtieaikm  by  John  Taylor,  LL.D., 

Prebendiu7  of  Westminster,  and  given  to  the  Worid 

hy  the  Reverend  Samuel  Hayes,  A.  M..  Inilrns.  reitf. 

Sudi  was  the  number  and  variety  of  the  prose  works  of  this 

extraordinary  man,  which  I  have  been  able  to  disoorer.  and 

am  at  tibertif  to  memtkm  >  .•  but  we  ought  to  keep  in  mind, 

that  there  must  undoubtedly  have  been  many  more  which 

are  yet  concealed ;  and  we  may  add  to  the  account,  the 

numerous  letters  which  he  wrote,  of  which  a  considerable 

part  are  yet  unpublished.    It  is  hoped  that  those  persons,  in 

whose  posaeasion  they  are,  will  favour  the  world  with  them. 

BOBWilX. 


6.   The  fuBoitrimg  Letters  ttnd  Prajftr  were  aeddemt- 
oily  omitted  fnm  their  proper  IHaoee, 

[JOHNSON  TO  MR.  T0MKE80N. 

"  1st  Oct  1788. 
"  SiB,—  1  have  known  Mr.  Lowe  very  familiarly  a  great 
while.  1  consider  him  as  a  man  of  very  clear  and  vigorous 
understanding,  and  conceive  his  principles  to  be  such  that 
whatever  you  transact  with  him  you  have  nothing  to  expect 
from  him  unbecoming  a  gentleman.  I  am.  Sir,  your  humble 
servant,  Sam.  Jouxsoh." 

JOHNSON  TO  MR.  NICHOLS. 

"  AprU  12. 1784. 
**  SiB,  _  I  have  sent  you  Inclosed  a  very  curious  proposal 
from  Mr.  Hawkins,  the  son  of  Sir  John  Hawkins,  who,  1 
believe,  will  take  care  that  whatever  his  son  piomises  shall 
be  performed.  If  you  are  inclined  to  publish  this  oompila- 
tlon.  the  editor  will  agree  for  an  edition  on  the  followmg 
terms,  which  I  think  liberal  enough.  That  you  shall  print 
the  book  at  your  own  charge.  That  the  sale  shall  be  wholly 
for  rour  benefit  till  your  expenses  are  repaid ;  except  that 
at  the  time  of  publication  you  shall  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
editor,  without  price.  .  .  .  copies  for  his  friends.  That, 
when  you  hare  been  repaid,  the  profits  arising  from  the  sale 
of  the  remaining  copies  shall  be  divided  equally  between  vou 
and  the  editor,  lliat  the  edition  shall  not  comprise  fewer  than 
five  hundred.  Sam.  JomsoN." 


UNPUBLISHED  PRAYER. 
Prom  Ike  Pcanon  MSS. 

•*  Easter  day,  15th  April,  1759. 
"  Almiortt  and  most  merclftil  Father,  look  down  with 
pity  upon  mv  sins.     1  am  a  sinner,  good  Lord  ;  but  let  not 
mr  sins  burtnen  roe  for  ever.    Give  roe  thy  grace  to  break 
the  chain  of  evil  custom.    Enable  me  to  shake  < 
and  sloth :  to  will  and  to  do  what  thou  hast  command 
grant  me  chaste  in  thoughts,  words  and  actions ;  to  love  i 


acknowledged  In  confidence  to  Boswell ;  but  this  is  a  mere 
conjecture.  Mr.  MarkUmd  thinks  that  Boswell's  latter,  p. 
S14.,  explains  this, — but  1  do  not  see  It.  Manr  of  the  artklea 
Inserted  In  the  foiecomg  list  on  internal  erUenee  (partlcu. 
lariy  those  flrom  the  Magasinee)  are  of  very  little  Importance, 
and  of  very  doubtfUl  authenticity.  —  Cr 
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ftwiuent  thy  wor»hip,  to  study  and  undentand  thy  word ;  to 
be  diligent  in  my  cafiiDg,  that  I  may  support  myself  and  re- 
lic re  others. 

"  Forgire  me,  O  Lord,  whaterer  my  mother  has  suffered 
by  my  fault,  whatever  I  have  done  amiss,  and  whatever  duty 
I  Dave  neglected.  Let  me  not  sink  into  useless  dejection  ; 
but  BO  sanctify  my  affliction,  O  Lord,  that  I  may  be  con- 
verted and  healed  ;  and  that,  by  the  help  of  thy  holy  spirit, 
I  may  obtain  everlasting  life  through  Jesus  Chrbt  our  Lord. 

"  And,  O  Lord,  so  far  as  it  may  be  lawful,  !  commend  unto 
thy  fatherly  goodness  my  father,  brother,  wife,  and  mottter, 
beseeching  thee  to  make  them  happy  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

SaM.  JOHMSOM."] 


;  my  ideas  of  the  conversation  which  happened  between 
Doctor  and  myself  concerning  lexicography  and  poetry, 
ch,  as  it  is  a  little  different  from  the  delineation  exhibited 


§  3.    MR.  BOSWELL'S  APPENDIX. 

I.  Dr.  BhchlocX's  Explanatory  Letter. 

In  justice  to  the  ingenious  Dr.  Blackiock,  I  publish  the 
following  Letter  firom  him,  relative  to  a  passage  In  p.  378. 

"  TO  JAMBS  BOSWBIX,  ESQ. 

"  Bdhiburgh,  Not.  12. 178S. 

"Dkab  Sir.  — Having  lately  liad  the  pleasure  of  resding 
your  account  of  the  jDurney  which  vou  took  with  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson  to  the  Western  Ules,  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmit- 
ting 
the 
which, 

in  the  former  edition  of  your  Journal,  cannot,  I  hope,  be 
unacceptable  ;  particularly  since  1  hare  been  informed,  that 
a  second  edition  of  that  work  Is  now  in  contemplation,  if 
not  in  execution ;  and  I  am  still  more  strongly  tempted  to 
encourage  t'nat  hope,  from  considering  that.  If  everyone  con- 
cerned in  the  conversations  related  were  to  send  you  what 
they  can  recollect  of  these  colloquial  enterUinments.  manv 
curious  and  Interesting  particulars  might  be  recovered,  whicn 
the  most  assiduous  attention  could  not  observe,  nor  the  most 
tenacious  memory  retain.  A  little  reflection.  Sir,  will  con. 
vince  you,  that  there  is  not  an  axiom  in  Euclid  more  intuitive 
nor  more  evident  than  the  Doctor's  assertion  that  poetry  was 
of  much  easier  execution  than  lexicography.  Any  mind, 
therefore,  endowed  with  common  sense,  must  have  been 
extremely  absent  from  Itself,  if  it  discovered  the  least  aston- 
ishment from  hearing  tiiat  a  poem  might  be  written  with 
much  more  focllity  than  the  same  quantity  of  a  dictionary. 

"  The  real  cause  of  my  surprise  was  what  appeared  to  me 
much  more  paradoxical,  that  he  could  write  a  sheet  of  dic- 
tionary with  at  muck  pieature  as  a  sheet  of  poetry.  He 
acknowledged,  indeed,  that  the  Utter  was  much  easier  than 
the  former.  For  in  the  one  case  books  and  a  desk  were  re> 
quisite  ;  in  the  other,  you  might  compose  when  lying  in  bed, 
or  walking  In  the  flelds,  Ac  He  dia  not,  however,  descend 
to  explain,  nor  to  this  moment  can  I  comprehend,  how  the 
labours  of  a  mere  philologist,  In  the  most  refined  sense  of 
that  term,  could  give  equal  pleasure  with  the  exercise  of  a 
mind  replete  with  elevated  conceptions  and  pathetic  ideas, 
while  taste,  fancy,  and  intellect  were  deepiv  enamoured  of 


nature,  and  in  full  exertion.  You  may  likewise,  perhaps, 
remember,  that  when  I  complained  of  the  ground  which 
scepticism  in  religion  and  morals  was  continually  gaining,  it 


did  not  appear  to  be  on  my  own  account,  as  my  private  opi- 
nions upon  these  important  suUects  had  long  been  inflexibly 
determined.    What  i  then  deplored,  and  still  deplore,  was 


the  unhappy  influence  which  that  gloomy  hesitation  had, 
not  only  upon  particular  characters,  but  even  upon  life  In 
gei'ernl ;  as  beinz  equally  the  bane  of  action  in  our  present 
stole,  and  of  such  consolations  as  we  might  derive  fVom  the 
hopes  of  a  future. 

**  I  have  the  pleasure  of  remaining,  with  sincere  esteem  and 
respect,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"Tbomas  Blaoklock." 

I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  Dr.  Blacklock's  apparent 
uneasiness  on  the  subject  of  scepticism  was  not  on  his  own 
account  (as  I  supposed),  but  fVom  a  benevolent  concern  for 
the  happiness  ot  mankind.  With  respect,  however,  to  the 
question  concerning  poetry,  and  composing  a  dictionary,  I 
am  confident  that  my  state  of  Dr.  Johnson's  position  is 
accurate.  One  may  misconceive  the  motive  by  which  a  per- 
son is  induced  to  discuss  a  particular  topic  (as  in  the  case  of 
Dr.  Blacklock's  speaking  of  scepticism)  ;  but  an  assertion, 
like  that  made  by  Dr.  Johnson,  cannot  be  easily  mistaken. 
And,  indeed,  it  seems  not  very  probable,  that  he  who  so 
pathetically  laments  the  drudgery  to  which  the  unhappy 
lexicographer  is  doomed,  and  is  known  to  have  written  his 
splendid  imitation  of  Juvenal  with  astonishing  rapidity,  should 
have  had  **  u  much  pleasure  in  writing  a  sheet  of  a  diction- 
ary as  a  sheet  of  poetry."  Nor  can  I  concur  with  the  ingeni- 
ous writer  of  the  foregoing  letter,  in  thinking  it  an  axiom 
at  evident  as  any  in  Euclid,  that  "  poetry  is  of  easier  ex- 
iBcutlon  than  lexicography."  I  have  no  doubt  that  Bailey, 
ai^d  the  "  mighty  blunderbuss  of  law,"  Jacob,  wrote  ten 
p%M  of  their  respective  dictionaries  with  more  ease  than 
they  could  have  written  five  pagn  of  poetry. 

If  this  book  should  again  be  reprinteo,  I  shall,  with  the 


utmost  readiness,  correct  any  errora  I  may  have 
in  stating  conversation,  provided  it  csm  be  dear 
me  that  ihave  been  inaccurate.  Bat  I  am  slow  ti 
I  have  elsewhere  observed)  that  any  man's  nei 
distance  of  several  yean,  can  preeerre  Cacu  or  i 
such  fidelity  as  may  be  done  by  writing  them 
they  are  recent :  and  I  beg  it  may  be  resneiubeH 
not  upon  ntfmorff,  but  upon  what  was  written 
that  the  authenticity  of  my  Jooroal  rests.  —  Boa 


2.  Sir  A,  MaedoHalcTt  Latin  Fen 
[See  Page  Si  2.] 

The  following  verses,  written  by  Sir  Alexander 
Macdonald,  and  addreraed  and  presented  to  Dr. 
Armidale,  In  the  Isle  of  Skyc,  should  have  appe. 
proper  place  [amti,  p.  313.]  if  the  author  of  this 
been  pmsessed  of  them  :  but  this  edition  was  ali 
off  when  he  was  accidentally  furnished  with  t 
friend. — BoswBLL. 

I  have  not  removed  these  yerses  to  tbe  text,  I 
Boswell  did  not  think  proper  to  do  so  in  hi*  sub 
tions,  and  because  I  really  do  not  profess  to 
more  than  the  flrsrstanxa.  It  seems  bard  to  gu 
Alexander  could  have  meant  by  presenting  I 
with  such  lines ;  which  are  really  not  much  bet 
nonsense  verses  of  a  scbool-twy. —  CaoiLaa. 

Viator,  o  qui  nostra  per  Kqoora 
Visurus  agros  Skiaticos  yenla. 
En  te  salutantes  tributim 
Undique  conglomerantar  oris 

Dooaldianl,— qaotqnot  in  insolls 
Compescit  arctis  llmitibos  mare  ; 
Alitqoe  jamduduro,  ac  alendos 
Fiscibus  indigenas  foeebit. 
Ciere  fluctus  sUte,  FroGcIliger, 
Nee  tu  laborans  perge,  precor,  ratis 
Ne  conjugem  plangat  msuita, 
Ne  doleat  sobolea  parentem. 
Nee  te  vicissim  pceniteat  vimm 
Luxisse  :— vestro  scimus  uc  catuant 
In  corde  luctantes  dolores. 
Cum  ferlant  inopina  corpas. 
Quidnl  ]  peremptum  clade  toentlbos 
Plus  semper  lllo  qui  moritur  patl 
Datur,  doloris  dum  profunj^ui' 
Fervia  mens  aperit  recessus. 
Valete  luctos  ;  —  hinc  lacrymahiles 
Arcetevisus :— ibimus,  iliimus 
Sunerblenti  qua  theatro 
Flngalis  memorantur  aulse. 
Illustrls  hospes  !  mox  spatiabere 
Qua  mens  ruiocducta  meatlbos 
Gaudebit  explorare  coetus, 
Bucdna  qua  cednit  triumpbos. 
Audio'  ?  resurgens  spirat  anhelttn 
Dux  usitato,  susdut  efflcax 
Porta  maiies,  ingrultque 
Vi  soliti  redlvivus  horror. 
Ahscna  quassans  tela  jgrayi  mana 
Sic  ibat  atrox  Ossianrpater : 
Quiescat  umi,  ttet  fidelis 
Phersonius  vigil  ad  favillani. 

3.  Irucripticm  on  the  Mimumeni  of   Sir  Jt 
donaldf  Bart,,  in  the  Church  of  Slate ; 
Letters  from  that  young  Gentleman  to  h 
[Referred  to  in  p.  313.  n,  a.] 
To  the  memory 
OF  SIR  JAMES  MACDONALD    Ba 
Who,  in  the  flower  of  youth,  * 
Had  atteined  to  so  eminent  a  degree  of  knoi 
In  mathematics,  philosophy,  languages 
And  in  even  other  branch  of  useful  and  polite  I 
As  few  have  acquired  In  a  lonalifa 
Wholly  devoted  to  study  • 
Yet  to  this  erudition  he  joined 
What  can  rarely  he  found  with'  it. 
Great  talenU  for  business. 
Great  propriety  of  behaviour 
Great  politeness  of  manners  !* 
His  eloquence  was  sweet,  correct,  and  floi 
His  memory  vast  and  exact ; 
His  judgment  strong  and  acute  • 
All  which  endowments,  united  * 
With  the  most  amiable  ten 
And  every  private  virtue. 
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Frocured  hhn,  not  only  in  hip  own  country, 

But  alto  tram  foreign  natloni, 

The  highest  nmrki  of  esteem. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1766, 

The  SMh  of  bis  life. 

After  a  long  and  extremely  painful  iilneii, 

Wbkh  he  supported  with  admirable  patience  and  fortitude, 

He  died  at  Rome, 

Where,  notwithstanding  the  difference  of  religion, 

Soeb  extraordinary  honours  were  paid  to  his  memory. 

As  had  never  graced  that  of  any  other  British  subject. 

Since  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney. 

The  tame  he  left  behind  him  is  the  best  consolation 

To  his  afflicted  family. 

And  to  his  countrymen  in  this  isle. 

For  whose  benefit  he  had  planned 

Bfany  useftil  improvements. 

Which  his  fhiitfui  genius  suggested. 

And  his  active  spirit  promoted. 

Under  the  sober  direction 

Of  a  clear  and  enlightened  understanding. 

Reader,  bewail  our  loss. 

And  that  of  all  BriUin. 

In  testimony  of  her  love, 

And  at  the  best  return  she  can  make 

To  her  departed  son. 

For  the  constant  tenderness  and  affection 

Which,  even  to  his  last  moment*. 

He  showed  for  her. 

His  much  afflicted  mother, 

The  LADY  MARGARET  MACDONALD, 

Daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Rglintoune, 

Erected  this  monument, 

A.  D.  1768. 


Thtt  extraordinary  young  man,  whom  1  had  the  pleaiure 
r  knowing  intimately,  having  been  deeply  regretted  by  hit 
the  most  minute  particulart  conceniing  him  must 


J  to  many.  I  shall  therefore  Insert  nit  two  last 
letters  to  hit  mother.  Lady  Margaret  Macdonald,  which  her 
ladyship  hat  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me. 

SIR  JAMBS  MACDONALD  TO  LADY  MAIOAtlT. 

"  Rome,  9th  July,  1766. 
**  Mr  DSAB  MoTHia,  —  Yesterday's  post  brought  me  your 
answer  to  the  first  letter,  in  which  I  acquainted  yon  of  my 
illness.  Your  tenderness  and  concern  upon  that  account  are 
the  same  I  have  always  experienced,  and  to  which  I  have 
often  owed  my  life,  nideecl  it  never  was  in  so  great  danger 
as  It  hat  been  lately ;  and  though  it  would  have  been  a  very 
great  comfort  to  me  to  have  had  you  near  me,  yet  perhapt  1 
ought  to  r<4oioe,  on  your  account,  that  you  had  not  the  pain 
of  such  a  spectacle.  1  have  been  now  a  week  in  Rome,  and 
vtth  1  could  continue  to  give  you  the  same  good  accounts  of 
my  recovery  as  1  did  In  my  last ;  but  I  must  own  that,  for 
three  days  past,  1  have  been  in  a  very  weak  and  miserable 
state,  which  however  seems  to  give  no  uneasiness  to  my  phy. 
"  •'        -     -      •      without 

I 
and  that 


sidan.  My  stomach  has  been  greatly  out  of  order 
any  risible  cause ;  and  the  palpitation  does  not  dec 
am  told  that  my  stomach  will  soon  recover  its  tone, 
the  palpiution  must  cease  in  time.  So  I  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve ;  and  with  this  hope  support  the  little  remains  of  spirits 
whkb  1  can  be  supposed  to  have,  on  the  fony>seventh  day  of 
soeh  an  illness.  Do  not  imagine  1  have  relapsed ;  I  only  re* 
eover  slower  than  I  expected.  If  my  letter  is  shorter  than 
nsiul,  the  cause  of  it  is  a  dose  of  physic,  which  has  weakened 
OM  so  mitch  to-day,  that  I  am  not  able  to  write  a  long  letter. 
I  will  make  up  for  It  next  post,  and  remain  always  your  most 
siDoerely  affectionate  son,  "  J.  Macdonald." 

He  grew,  however,  gradually  worse ;  and  on  the  night  be- 
fore ISm  death  he  wrote  as  follows  from  Frescati : 

**  Mt  dbax  MoTHn,  — Though  I  did  not  mean  to  deceive 
a  in  my  last  letter  from  Rome,  yet  certainly  you  would 
ive  very  little  reason  to  conclude  of  the  very  great  and  con- 
scant  danger  I  have  gone  through  ever  since  that  time.  My 
life,  which  Is  sUll  almost  entirely  desperate,  did  not  at  that 
time  an>ear  to  me  so.  otherwise  I  should  have  represented, 
in  its  true  colours,  a  fact  which  acquires  very  little  horror  by 
that  meant,  and  comet  with  redoubled  force  by  deception. 
There  Is  no  drctnnstance  of  danger  and  pain  of  which  1  have 
not  had  the  experience,  for  a  continued  series  of  above  a 
fortnight ;  during  which  time  I  have  settled  my  nfSdrs.  after 
my  death,  with  at  ipuch  tlittinctnest  as  the  hurrv  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing  could  admit  of.  In  case  of  tne  worst,  the 
Abb£  Grant  will  be  my  executor  in  this  part  of  the  world, 
nnd  Mr.  Mackensle  in  Scotland,  where  my  otd^ct  has  been 
to  make  you  and  my  younger  brother  as  independent  of  the 

.^._- .^ _  BOBWILL. 


MV( 


>  Mr.  Botwell's  references  are  made  to  the  pages  of  the 
flrtt  edition ;  the  present  references  are  adapted  to  the  pages 


4.  Errata  ami  Obtervationt  on  the  Tour  to  the 

Htbridet, 

[See  p.  4S7.  n.  6.] 

Transmitted  to  Dr.  Johnson  by  Mr.  Botwell  fanmrdiately 

after  the  publication  of  that  work :  as  these  corrections  were 

not  made  in  the  subsequent  editions,  it  spems  worth  while 


to  preserve  them  here.    The  MS.  belongs  to  the  Anderdon 
collection. 

Pages  10.    Maria  Reg.^    My  journal  has  it«. 

Ibid.  The  lohoU  Island.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  say  the 
whole  island  of  Britain  ?  On  first  reading,  it  strikes  one  at 
if  Inch-Keith  had  once  belonged  to  two  kingt. 

211.  St.  Andrew's.  Excellent. 
,  217.  Tree  in  that  county.  Colonel  Nalme.  when  he  said 
that  there  were  but  two  trees  in  the  county  of  Fife,  roust 
have  been  jocular  or  very  ignorant  At  several  seaU  there 
are  old  trees.  I  am  assured  that  there  are  some  very  fine 
ones  at  I^esly,  the  seat  of  the  family  of  Rocnes  :  Langton't 
lady  or  Counsellor  Pepys'  sister-in-law  [p.  9tt.]  will  inform 
you. 

Ibid.  //  may  be  damped.  Your  doubt  goes  too  far  —  as 
you  travelled  along  the  coast  you  saw  no  trees  between 
Edinburgh  and  England,  but  several  were  set  before  the 
Union,  which  are  now  very  stately.  I  allow  that  few  were 
set.  At  Inverary  and  Auchinleck  you  saw  some  large  old 
treei  which  were  set.  But  Indeed  they  were  not  between 
Edinburgh  and  England.  I  am  glad  the  west  of  Scotland 
hat  not  been  so  severely  handled  by  you :  though  I  will 
fairly  give  you  an  anecdote ,  which  I  had  the  other  day  fh>m 
Mr.  Hay  Campbell,  an  advocate  here.  About  the  beginning 
of  this  century  his  grandfather  planted  some  trees  within 
four  miles  of  Glasgow.  He  wat  then  blind  with  a  gutu 
Serena,  and  the  people  In  the  neighbourhood  said  hit  blind* 
nett  had  aflbcted  his  judgment,  to  at  to  make  him  imagine 
that  treea  would  grow  there.  Your  obtervationt  on  the 
nakedness  of  Scotland  are  just,  and  if  they  had  not  been  to 
preciiely  pointed,  no  man  could  have  controverted  them. 

319.    Aberbrotkici.    Excellent. 

220.  Earty  in  tke  qftemoon.  Do  you  call  it  the  afternoon 
before  dinner  ?  Lord  Monboddo  is  treated  perhaps  more 
genteelly  than  he  deserves  txxsm  you  upon  the  whole.  How- 
ever, he  was  very  agreeable  to  you  that  day.  But  in  strict 
order  of  time  It  whs  his  magnetism  that  drew  you,  for  you 
did  not  like  him  much  from  what  you  had  formerly  seen  of 
him. 

222.  By  tke  same  magistratet.  Old  and  New  Aberdeen 
are  not  governed  by  the  same  magistrates.  The  new  town 
is  a  royal  burgh  ;  the  old  is  only  a  borough  of  bartmy.  Mr. 
Boyd,  Lord  Errol's  brother,  was  provost  of  It. 

225.  Tke  course  of  education.  Should  it  not  be  "  the 
course  of  education  in  Scotland  ?  "  for,  as  the  passage  now 
stands,  it  seems  to  refer  only  to  Aberdeen,  though  you  mean 
our  education  in  general.  I  am  the  more  anxious  as  to  this, 
because  you  mention  the  advocates,  and  you  must  know  that 
the  attorneys  of  Aberdeen  set  up  a  claim  to  that  title,  be- 
cause James  VI.  by  mistake  acldressed  a  letter  to  one  of 
them  as  "Advocate  lis  Aberdeen.'" 

226.  SnJBMent  not  to  daire  it.  Aberdeen  —  excellent. 
Your  observation  on  degrees  should  satisfy  everybody. 

227.  Unexpected  calamity,  1  do  not  think  we  travelled 
over  the  buried  esute.  If  1  recollert  right,  we  were  told  of 
it  at  Mr.  Fraser's.  A  calamity  of  the  same  kind  happened  to 
an  estate  in  the  county  of  Moray. 

229.  BuUer  qf  Buehan.  The  Buller  of  Buchan  —  great 
painting. 

230.  Went  backward.  Is  going  Itackward  to  a  depth 
right  ?    Does  not  depth  mean  something  downwards  ? 

.  .  Ladies.  Should  it  not  be  ladies  and  gentlemen  f 
Ladies  do  not  come  alone  to  the  Buller. 

230.  Streichton.    ^taA  Stricken. 

231.  Ctaimed  my  attention.  Earl  Fife  has  a  magnificent 
house  near  Bamff.  Might  you  not  have  shown  that  you  did 
not  disregard  it,  by  mentioning  that  you  did  not  come  to 
Scotland  to  look  a.i  fine  places  r  Perhaps  there  is  no  occasion 
for  this.  Earl  Fife  has  been  my  client,  and  I  have  had  many 
of  his  guineas,  which  probably  gave  rise  to  the  remark. 

235.  In  tke  old  city.  Elgin  —  excellent.  But  I  shall 
henceforth  not  trouble  you  with  repetitions  of  my  applause. 

.    .    Lockabars.   I..ochat>ar>  Is  between  Cullcn  and  Elgin. 

236.  Tke  governor.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  is  not  Governor  of 
Fort  George.  He  commanded  because  his  regiment  then 
lay  there. 

237.  Englisk  race.  Is  not  "peopled  the  place  with  an 
English  race"  not  so  well?  (mv  wife's  remark.) 

'ai.  Cottages  qf  HotUntots.  Your  observation  is  in  general 
striking  and  just,  but  is  not  the  illustration  by  Eskimeaux 
and  Hottentots  too  strong  ?  There  was  much  sumptuous* 
noss  in  some  of  our  great  families  twfore  the  Union. 

240.  Every  tUngbmt  kimself.  Is  not  "  leave  behind  him 
every  thhig  hut  hirotelf  "  liable  to  an  Irish  construction  ? 


of  the   Journey  In    Murphy's   edition   of  Dr.   Johnson's 
Works.  —  Croker. 
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tiO,    Twenty-eigfOk.    For  the  ISiil,  read  30/ik.< 

241 .  The  peak.  Should  It  not  be  P«dt  of  Derby,  tamake 
it  more  intelltgible,  especially  on  the  continent  ? 

245.  Pall  qf  Pier$.  LockneMand  Fall  of  Ffert— excel- 
lent. 

247.  A.  George's.  Dele  St.  The  fort  waa  named  after 
King  George  IL 

247.  Great  comenlente.  There  is  not  a  communication  by 
water  all  the  way  to  InvemetB.  but  as  there  is  for  the  greatest 
part,  the  passage  is  perhaps  quite  right  as  It  stands. 

24R.    GUnmoUiton.    llead  QlenmorUon. 

256.  GlensMealt.  Read  Uleiukeat:  also  dele  s  at  the  end 
of  Aucknasheals.  I  believe  Its  inhabitants  should  be  written 
Macraas. 

.    .    Your  thoughts  on  the  islands  are  maaterlr  indeed. 

264.  AuknoMkeaia  and  the  Macraes.  Read  Aucknasheal 
and  Macraas. 

265.  Gordon.    Read  Afurdkutm.     [ifnic,  p.  487.] 
9G6.     The  ttoentieth.    For  20M,  read  2tf. 

.  .  Reside  at  Edmburgh.  Sir  Alexander  should  be  very 
thankful  for  your  tenderness. 

271.  Coriataehan.    Read  Coriehatachan. 

272.  Were  united.  In  the  appendix  to  Gordon*s  Itine- 
rarium  Septentrional e  an  account  Is  given  of  cairns,  and  of 
piling  *  and  cremation  being .  united  among  the  northern 
nations. 

274.  Give  no  account.  Did  you  not  see  the  women  at 
their  meals  as  well  as  the  men  ?  I  take  their  diet  to  be  the 
■ame — "  strong  liquor  " — excellent  1 

275.  Cheshire  cheese.  I  do  not  think  it  is  Cheshire  cheese  j 
th«j  make  cheese  enough  of  their  own. 

278.  Water  was  calm.  You  are  mistaken  in  saying  the 
water  was  calm :  the  sea  was  pretty  rough,  and  you  may  re- 
collect that  your  spurs  were  lost. 

286.    Chiifi.    Deles. 

.  .  Migration.  It  ffet  u  good  word  here?  Should  it 
not  be  stitl,  or  some  other  expression  ?  "  Content  and  faith- 
ful, ffet  unaffected."  No  wonder  they  are  unaffected  if  con- 
tent and  faithful.  This  may  occur  to  a  heedless  reader  from 
one  sense  of  the  word  jfct  (a  remark  by  my  wife).  Would  a$ 
1/et  be  clearer  ? 

269.  Phteacia.  Raasay  —  very  fine  I  but  Is  there  not  some 
Inconsistency  between  saving  "that  it  affords  not  much 
ground,  notwithstanding  ita  extent  for  pasture,"  and  "  of 
black  cattle  I  suppose  the  number  is  very  great."  Perhaps 
the  first  passage  might  be  altered  to  "  in  proportion  to."  My 
wife  was  delighted  with  the  conclusion  or  Raasay ;  but  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that "  if  I  could  have  found  an  Ulysses  "  may 
be  construed  as  not  altogether  delicate  to  the  laird. 

289.  And  narrow.    I  do  not  think  Port  Re  is  narrow. 

.  .  Of  the  Island.  Does  this  agree  with  having  said 
"one  Inn  at  Sconsor  ?  "  It  should  be  Sconser.  Might  not 
some  sharp  rogues  lay  hold  of  this  in  a  traveller  so  rigidly 
exact  as  you  are?  1  believe  the  largest  inn  ofSkye  is  at 
Dunvegan :  that  and  the  two  you  have  mentioned  are  the 
only  Inns  properly  so  called.  There  are  many  huts  where 
whiskey  is  sold. 

898.  Madeod.  Are  you  sure  it  was  Macleod  who  sold  the 
cattle  ?    Was  he  one  of  the  conspirators  ? 

299.  Long  genealogy.  This  Is  a  little  anachronism.  It  was 
not  Ulinist's  ooatroen,  but  those  who  rowed  us  from  Sconser 
on  Saturday,  2&th  September,  who  asked  about  your  genea- 
logy.   This  however  is  Immaterial. 

303.  Coriataehan  —  Coriehatachan.  Your  allusion  to  the 
gothic  romances  is  admirable. 

8n3.  Is  minister,  Mr.  Macpherson  Is  minister  qf  Slate  and 
tacksman  of  Ostig. 

308.  Is  this  description  of  kelp  accurate  ?  Is  not  kelp  the 
sea-weed  after  it  is  calcined?  Are  not  its  ashes  only  in< 
grcdients  in  the  composition  of  glass,  as  in  the  composition 
of  soap,  and,  I  believe,  some  other  substances  ?  Upon  re- 
collection, 1  And  that  kelp  is  in  common  language  used  for 
the  word  itself  in  its  original  state  —  they  talk  of  cutting  kelp. 

312.  On  a  Crate.  I  oo  not  find  the  word  crate  in  your 
dictionary. 

312.  A  turtle  feast.  Does  not "  a  cititen  at  a  turtle  feast " 
seem  to  represent  him  as  an  image  of  longevity,  as  like  an 
eagle.  If  a  citizen  should  eat  turtle  as  constantly  as  a  cot- 
tager cats  oaten  cakes,  would  he  live  as  long  ? 

330.  Now  a  wildemeu.  All  this  is  capiul.  I  am  per- 
suaded the  king  must  have  his  knowledge  enlarged  and  his 
feelings  roused. 

339.  Bring  her  husband  f  In  the  first  edition  there  was  no 
note  of  interrogation  here,  and  Boswell  asks  whether  there 
should  not  be.    There  Is  none  in  the  new  Oxford  edition. 

340.  Prevail  at  last.  Your  observations  on  religiou  should 
do  good. 

341.  King's  palace.  You  have  touched  the  political  tenets 
of  the  islanders  with  a  very  solt  address. 

343.  Second  tight.  1  am  struck  to  see  how  your  groat 
powers  of  mind  can  expwnd  and  illustrate  a  subject.  The 
second  sight  will  henceforth  be  treated  at  least  with  attention 
by  thinking  and  unprejudiced  men. 


>  It  would  seem  an  if  Dr.  Johnson  had  made  an  imperfect 
correction  hern.  Murphy's  etiitiun  has  the  28th.  in  the 
Oxford  works  it  still  stonils  13/A.  — CauKGa. 


US.  NqiiobeUneit,  I  beUev*  aU  thw  aBlobier 
are  natives.  Mr.  Macpheraon,  who  Koid  yoa  thtf  I 
solved  not  to  belicTe,  waa  l>om  at  Ostlg.  m  that  I 
come  resolved.  I  am  vroog :  be  waa  barn  tai  tb« 
Barra. 

353.  Almost  suppressed.    See  p.  87S. 

357.  Cam  bejimnd.  Yoar  reflections  oo  HigblaBd 
on  bards,  and  on  Osslan,  amount  to  demooatfetton 
**  if  any  can  be/ound'*  night  be  «miltted  ;  for  I  tal 
certain  that  some  wandering  ballade  are  Inserted  la 

.  .  Recite  si*  lines.  Yoa  are  misfakwi  here; 
them  do  actually  recite  many  more. 

858.  Tahmg  tu  ke^.  A  trifling  inaceuraey  here 
not  leave  Skye  in  a  boat  that  was  takhng  in  fccte. 
boat  ttam  Hay.  in  which  a  genttenassn  had  oone  n 
an  emigrant  who  owed  him  money;  bat  iMfore  ha 
emigrant  had  sailed.  Yoa  treat.  t«M>,  the  itorm  to 
both  Col  and  all  the  ialaadcra  thought  that  w  wen 
danger. 

ara.  Bucaetg     RmuI  Buacakaek. 

368.  Popish  Islands.    Thia  |iage  wUl.  I  betiere. 

»t  go  to  the  Popish  Islands,  but  1  muac  have  in 
!^rom  you  in  writing. 

375.  Dronash-Pingala.    Bead  Hoswm*  Flmwota. 

.  .  Attend  the  proeestiom.  la  this  perfcctty  . 
with  the  ^sage  at  p.  358  ?    Should  not  <mm  orlhi 

Acti  laberasMM 

-Mori  or  1 


fror 


modified  ? 

880.  MnO.    Very  InstractlTe. 
while  I  read  your  account. 

881.  Tabor   Morar.    T( 
Erse  for  Mary. 

887.  Another  little  laaccaracy.  The  aianrr  vi 
board  that  night ;  he  was  sittfaig  socially  with  Mm 
The  sailors  were  qm  kind  deliverera. 

888.  R^tnements  of  eo^ftrtesy.      As  beaatirhl  as  j 
in  fiction,  yet  ail  exactly  true,  except  the  i 
cumstance  that'*  we  were  met  by  Sir  Allan 

We  found  him  in  the  house,  or  hut;  thic, 

thing.    I  figure  to  myself  how  many  »»«tVl[>|f  f^ 
envy  us  at  Inch  Kenneth. 

389.  PlentiM  and  delicate.    Tbia  phrase  has  I 


already,  as  to  the  tacksmen  in  Skye,  page  MB. 
better  to  vary  one  of  them  ?    If  routhhik  so. 
Sir  AUan  shail  reUin  It. 


11 


392.  Inch  Kenneth.  At  the  death  of  Col.  «y  i 
much.  I  was  deepir  affected,  though  I  shed  no 
Tacitus  says,  Pemtnis  tmgere  honestmm  e$t uirit  m 

395.  Gradually  obscures.    The  erenlng  aail  —  ve 

996.  lona.  I  cannot  express  the  grandeur  of  seai 
passage  inspires.  I  should  think  oumbers  would  \ 
to  feel  it  fully- 

397.  Black  stones.    ftesA  stone. 

.  .  Without  the  blackest.  Might  not  a  better 
found  for  the  infamy  of  violating  en  oath  on  the  bit 

401.  Mr.  Maclean.    Read  Jllr.  Madeod.    [Juf^. 

402.  Hebrides.  Your  observatlooa  on  the  rmrti 
Hebrides,  excellent  I 

407.  Higher  than  the  true.  I  am  not  couasJous  of 
of  this  observation.    I  do  not  recollect  instances. 

408.  Night  came  on.  1  am  glad  to  find  the  grai 
piece  preserved.  I  rememberra  H  fanperfectly :  ur 
stops  at  Locb.buys,  I  know  not  how :  bitt  1  am  o 
it,  and  you  shall  read  it  when  we  meet. 

411.  His  college.  Your  account  of  eduratlcm  bi  8 
Just.  I  repeated  It  to  Lord  Monboddo.  **  He  is  rieht 

412.  Several  places.  What  places  temarkabUT 
ready  described,  did  you  find  between  Glasgow  aoi 
leek  ?  I  expected  to  have  found  something  said  of 
castle  of  Dundonald,  where  you  made  me  langfa 
with  your  jokes  on  king  Bob. 

.  .  Mr.  Bosu'clCs  sister.  Read  siuer-iat-iam.  1 
bell  and  1  are  married  to  two  sisters. 

.  .  Stony  field.  Auchinleck  has  no  Mrtlcular 
the  denomination  of  a  stony  field,  by  whiSi  la  nei 
much  covered  with  loose  pebbles  ;  l>iu  Auchinleck 
field,  and  Auchinleck  signifies  a  field  of  flag  sfosicis 
rod  rocks  there  are  generally  composed  of  thin  strati 

413.  Hit  tenants.  You  have  done  Auchinleck  macl 
and  have,  I  hope,  overcome  my  father,  who  has  a 
given  your  warmth  for  monarchy  ami  episcociac 
anxious  to  see  how  your  pages  will  operate  upoo^ 

.    .    A  pedant's.    Why  call  vourself  •  pedant  ? 

414.  Braidwood.  Braid  wood  deserves  atteiiti<B, 
have  ensured  him  celebrity. 

416.  Is  not  your  concluding  paragraph! 

The  more  I  read  your  Journey,  the  more  i 
ceive.  That  the  canvas  should  glow  with  your  rid 
colour  was  to  be  expected  ;  but  it  is  wonderful  tfl 
the  number  and  variety  of  mmute  objects  that  ] 
accurately  delineated.  There  is,  in  geueral.  mw 
tainmcnt ;  but  1  can  hardly  conceive  how,  tn  ao  aho 
you  acquired  the  knowledge  of  so  many  purHcofavs 

I 


'  He  means,  srii'aig  stones  on  stones  tlD  a 
— Crokbe. 
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SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  FRANCIS  STUART. 


[Refomd  to  In  pp.  67. 941. 64S.  746. 780.] 


f II  that  amnslng  icnp.book  called  **  Grou's  Olh,"  fbef 
la  m  hnputatloo  against  Dr.  JobDtoa  of  haTina  obtained  an 
■dvanoa  of  money  ttom  the  publUhert  of  tbo  Dictionary,  by 
1km  trkk  of  lubitituUng  old  ibeets  Instead  of  new  copy, 
wliieli  he  had  neglected  to  prepare.  The  following  extract 
tnm  the  OemUe$Hmm'$  MoMtamt  contradicts  this  Imputation ; 
kat  fcr  that  sole  purpose  I  should  not  have  thought  It  neoes- 
wuf  to  quote  It,  but  am  Induced  to  do  so  because  it  also 
•flwds  some  curious  particulars  as  to  the  practical 
ooapilation  of  the  Dicttooary,  and  glYea  tome  account  of 
Francis  Stuart,  whose  connexion  with  Johnson  seems  to 
havn  been  more  important  than  Mr.  Boswell  supposed.  In- 
dMd  Mr.  Boswell's  account  of  a  little  negotiation  in  which 
Dr.  Johnson  emptoyrd  him  with  Stuart's  sister  is  very  con- 
Aaaed.  In  December.  1779.  he  states  that  he  had,  as  desired 
by  Johnson,  "  diaeovcred  tke  sisUr  qf  Stuart,  and  gtwtn  her  a 
mMm  Jbr  mm  0U  pocket-book  qf  her  brotker't  tvUck  Dr. 
Jmkmtom  had  T9MtMA\tkat  tke  vmmamwmderedmt  kit  tent' 
mmlmmtamdUkeral  karnt^^  amd  reeei9ed  thegmhiea  atiftemi 
kp  Fraaidemee : "  amti,  p.  641.  But  this  most  have  been  a 
total  Bdatake  00  the  part  of  Boswell ;  for  It  appears  that  the 
riaier  had  the  pocket^iook  or  letter  •case  In  her  own  posses- 
eion.  and  that  It  was  for  obtalnbig  it  that  Johnson  offered  the 
gnliMa.  This  matter  was  probably  explained  in  some  letters 
BOC  given;  Ibr  in  April.  1780  (p.  643.),  Johnson  expresses 
**  amUtfaqUon  at  tke  lueertt  ttf  BotveWt  trantaetUm  with  Mrt. 
JtaMrt,"  by  which  It  nuy  be  inferred  that  Boiwell  had  ob- 
tallied  the  ietier-cate  from  her ;  but  the  negotiation  was  not 
tcmlnated ;  for  four  years  after,  in  17B4  (p.  746.),  Johnson 
wrftas  to  Boswell. "  Idetiregoutotee  Mrt.  Stuart  once  again, 
'tarn  that  in  Ike  letter-cate  uvt  a  letter  relating  to  me  >br 
7hl  wOl giwe ker,^f  tke  it  wiUimg  to  giwe  U  to  me,  another 
letter  it  of  conseauence  oaZy  to  me.**    (p.  7Ml) 


mmhtta  :  ute  letter  u  or  conseque 

Tha  FMder  now  sees  that  the  retention  by  Johnson  of 
Siewart's  old  pocket>book,  and  the  scrupulous  honesty  of 
fi^lag  a  guinea  in  lieu  of  it,  was  a  total  miiapprehendon 
on  the  part  of  Boswell ;  and  that  Johnson  really  wanted  to 
oMala  the  pocket-book,  which  he  seems  to  have  gotten,  for 
tba  Mie  afa  letter  it  coniained  which  he  seems  not  to  have 
foCtan.  Bnt  what  leUer  could  this  be  qf  contequence  to  Dr. 
Johnsoo.  when  on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  yet  so  long  neg- 
laoMd  hv  hfan ;  for  Stewart  had  been  dead  many  years  ? 
Boavdl  s  original  error  and  his  subsequent  silence  on  the 
•ataieet  are  very  strange.  I  am  sutlsfled  cither  that  Bos- 
waU  did  not  obtain  theletter,  or  that  it  related  to  some  cir- 
Cinnstanfe  of  Johnson's  life  which  he  did  not  choose  to 
divntee ;  and  what  could  it  have  been  that  kc  would  not  have 
toM  f  it  might,  no  doubt,  have  reUted  to  the  trick  or  mls- 


;  the  copg  of  the  Dictionary ;  but  this,  as  we  shall  see 
\m  tba  following  explanation,  could  have  hanlly  interested 
Jobaaon  at  the  end  of  thirty  years ;  while  the  contradictions 
and  mystery  of  the  case  as  we  have  it,  and  the  strange  and 
alter  Ignorance  of  what  Johnson  was  about  in  the  years  1746-6 
— tofither  with  many  smaller  circumstances,  Incline  me  to 
•aspect  that  Johnson  may  luve  taken  tome  personal  share  in 
tiM  disatbcted  movements  of  that  period,  and  that  the  letter 
ka  was  so  anxkras  about,  may  have  had  some  reference  to 
thaaa  transactions  in  which  Stuart  was  likely  enough  to  have 
knea  anoagad.  From  the  following  account  it  might  be  in- 
•nrfad  that  Stuart  was  not  acquainted  wiih  Johntnn  till  he 
llrad  In  Gough  square,  1748— that  was  no  doubt  iho  date  at 
whldi  Johnson  employed  him  on  the  Dictionary,  but  as  it 
MMM  that  Stuart  left  Scotland  soon  after  the  celebrated  For- 
tnaaa  riot  In  1736,  in  which  he  had  some  share,  he  may  have 
kaowB  Johnson  lung  before  1745. 


**  This  was  Francis  Stuart.  He  was  the  son  of  a  shop- 
keeper In  Edinburgh,  and  was  brought  up  to  the  law.  For 
aarend  rears  he  was  employed  ns  a  writer  in  some  of  the 
prlndpsil  ofBoes  of  Rdinburgh ;  and  beins  a  man  of  mod 
Batural  parts,  ami  given  to  literature,  he  frequently  astisted 
la  digeating  and  arranging  MSS.  for  the  press  ;  and.  among 
athar  employments  of  this  sort,  he  used  to  boast  of  astUtlng 
ar  copying  some  of  the  Juvenile  productions  of  the  after- 
«anls  celebrated  IaoA  Kaimes  when  he  was  very  young 
and  a  correspondent  with  the  Edinburgh  Magasine.  When 
ba  caaao  to  London,  he  stuck  more  closely  to  the  preu ;  and 
la  this  walk  of  copying  or  arranging  for  the  prns.  he  got  re> 
eoiamcnded  to  Dr.  Johnson,  who  then  lived  in  Gough-square. 
Fkaak  was  a  great  admirer  of  the  doctor,  and  upon  all  occa- 
alana  eoasultod  htan ;  and  the  doctor  had  also  a  very  respect- 
able opinica  of  his  amanuensis  Frank  Stuart,  as  he  always 
fhBlliarly  called  hhn.  But  it  wa*  not  only  in  collecting  au. 
Iborltlas  that  Frank  was  employed :  he  was  the  man  who  did 


every  thing  in  the  writing  way  for  hhn.  and  managed  all  his 
aflUrs  between  the  doctor,  his  bookseller,  and  his  creditors, 
who  were  then  often  very  troublesome,  and  every  species  of 
business  the  doctor  had  to  do  out  of  doors ;  and  for  this  ho 
was  much  better  qualified  than  the  doctor  himself,  as  he  had 
been  more  accustomed  to  common  business,  and  more  con- 
versant In  the  ways  of  men. 

"  That  he  was '  a  porter-drHMnm  matt,*  as  Captain  Grose 
says,  may  be  admitted :  for  he  usually  spent  his  evenings  at 
the  Bible,  in  Shire  lane,  a  house  of  call  for  bookbinders  and 
printers,  where  Frank  was  In  good  esteem  among  some  cre- 
ditable neighbours  that  frequented  the  back  room ;  for,  ex- 
cept his  ftiddling,  he  was  a  very  worthy  character.  But  his 
drinkhig  and  conviviality,  he  used  to  say,  he  left  behind  him 
at  Edinburgh,  where  he  had  connected  himself  with  some 
Jovhd  wits  and  great  card-players,  which  made  his  Journey 
to  London  very  prudent  and  necessary,  as  nothing  biit  such 


a  measure  could  break  off  the  connexion,  or  brhig  them  to 
good  hours  and  moderation.  In  one  of  those  night  rambles, 
Stuart  and  his  companions  met  with  the  mob-procession 
when  they  were  conducting  Captain  Porteoua  to  be  hanged ; 
and  Stuart  and  his  companions  were  next  day  examined 
about  it  before  the  town-cooncli,  when  (as  Stuait  used  to 
say)  *  we  were  found  to  be  too  drunk  to  have  had  any  hand 
in  the  business.'  But  he  gave  a  most  accurate  and  particuhu- 
account  of  that  memorable  transaction  in  the  Edinburgh 
Magasine  of  that  time,  which  he  was  rather  fond  of  relating. 

"  In  another  walk,  besides  collecting  anthorlties,  he  was 
remarkably  useful  to  Dr.  Johnsou ;  that  was.  In  the  explana- 
tion of  low  cant  phnues,  which  the  doctor  used  to  get  Frank 
to  give  his  explanation  of  first ;  and  all  words  relating  to 
gambling  and  card-plajhig,  such  as  AH  Fourt,  Catek  hommrt, 
Cribbage,  &c.  were,  among  the  typos,  said  to  be  Frank 
Stuart^,  corrected  by  the  doctor,  for  which  he  received  a 
second  payment.  At  the  time  ibis  happened,  the  Dictionary 
was  going  on  printing  very  briskly  in  three  departments,  let- 
ters D.  G,  and  L,  being  at  work  upon  at  the  same  thne ;  and 
as  the  doctor  was,  in  the  printing-house  phrase,  out  q/*  town 
—that  is,  had  received  more  money  than  he  had  produced 
MS.  for  — the  proprietors  restricted  him  in  his  paymenu, 
and  would  answer  no  more  demands  from  him  tnan  at  the 
rate  of  a  guinea  for  every  sheet  of  MS.  copy  he  delivered  j 
which  was  paid  him  by  Mr.  Strahan  on  delivery ;  and  the 
doctor  readilv  agreed  to  this.  The  copy  was  written  upon 
4to.  post,  and  In  two  columns  each  page.  The  doctor  wmte, 
in  his  own  hand,  the  words  and  their  explanation,  and  gene- 
rally two  or  tliree  words  in  each  column,  leaving  a  space  be- 
tween  each  for  the  authorities,  which  were  pasted  on  as  they 
were  collected  by  the  different  clerks  or  amanuenses  em. 
ployed :  and  In  this  mode  the  MS.  was  so  regular,  that  the 
sheets  of  MS.  which  made  a  sheet  of  print  could  be  very  ex- 
actly ascertained.  Every  guinea  parcel  came  after  this 
agreement  regularlr  tied  up,  and  was  put  upon  a  shelf  in  the 
corrector's  room  till  wanted.  The  MS.  being  then  in  gr<>at 
forwardness,  the  doctor  supplied  copy  foster  than  the  prin- 
ter* called  for  it;  and  in  one  of  the  heaps  of  copy  it  happened 
that,  upon  giving  it  out  to  the  compositors,  some  sheets  of 
the  old  MS.  that  had  been  printed  on  were  found  among  the 
new  MS.  |taid  for.  It  is  more  probable  that  this  happened 
by  the  doctor's  keeping  the  ola  copr,  which  was  always  re- 
turned him  with  the  proof,  in  a  disorderly  manner.  But 
another  m<Kle  of  accounting  for  this  was  at  that  time  very 
current  In  the  printinn-honte.  The  doctor,  besides  his  old 
and  constant  assistant,  Stuart,  had  several  others,  some  of 
them  not  of  the  best  characters  ;  and  one  of  this  class  had 
been  lately  discharged,  whom  the  doctor  had  been  very  kii>d 
to.  notwithstanding  all  his  loose  and  idle  tricks  ;  and  it  was 
generally  siippoMxfthat  he  hxul  fallen  upon  this  expedient  of 
picking  up  the  old  MS.  to  raise  a  few  guineas,  finding  the 
money  so  readily  paid  on  the  MS.  as  he  delivered  it.  But 
every  body  was  inclined  to  acquit  the  doctor,  as  he  had  been 
well  known  to  have  rather  bto  tittle  tkougktt  about  monrg 
matkrrt.  And  what  served  to  complete  the  doctor's  acquittal 
was.  Stuart  immediately  on  the  diicovcry  supplying  the 
quantum  of  right  copy  (ft^r  it  was  ready) ;  which  set  eTery 
thing  to  rights,  and  that  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two,  as 
the  tprtter  qf  tkit  note  can  truif  auert,  as  he  was  employed 
in  the  business. 

"  How  such  an  erroneous  and  injurious  account  of  an  acci- 
d"nt  so  fairly  and  justly  to  be  accounted  for,  and  the  doctor's 
character  cleared  fhun  all  Imputation  of  art  or  guilt,  came  ta 
Captain  Grose's  ears,  is  hard  to  be  accounted  for :  but  It  ap- 
pesirs  to  have  been  picked  up  among  the  common  gossip  of 
the  press-room,  or  other  remote  parts  of  the  {H'lnting-houAe, 
where  the  right  state  of  the  foct  could  not  be  minutely  related 
nor  accurately  known."—  Gent.  Mag.  v.  69.  p.  1171. 
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**  I  Am  to  cancel  a  leaf  of  the  flrit  Toluine,  having  found 
Chat  though  Sir  Joshua  certainly  assured  me  he  hail  no  ob- 
jection to  ray  mentioning  thnt  Johnson  wrote  a  dedication 
for  him,  he  now  thinlts  otherwise,  in  that  leaf  occurs  the 
mention  of  Johnnon  having  written  to  Dr.  Leland,  thanliins 
the  Universi'T  of  Dublin  for  their  diploma.  What  shall  1 
say  as  to  it  ?  I  have  also  room  to  state  shortly  the  anecdote  of 
th«  college  cook,  which  1  beg  you  may  get  for  me.  I  shall 
be  very  anxious  till  I  hear  from  you. 

**  Having  harassed  you  with  so  mnch  about  myself,  I  have 
Ml  no  room  for  any  thing  else.  We  had  a  numerous  club 
on  Tuesday :  Fox  in  the  chair,  quoting  Homer  and  Fielding, 
Ac.  to  the  astonishment  of  Jo.  Warton ;  who.  with  Laugton 
■nd  Seward,  ate  a  plain  bit  with  me,  in  my  new  house,  last 
Saturday.  Sir  Joshua  has  put  up  Dr.  Lawrence,  who  will 
W  black-balled  as  sure  as  he  exists.  > 

**  We  dined  on  Wednesday  at  Sir  Joshua's ;  thirteen  iPitA- 
mU  Miss  P.  Himself.  Blagiien.  Batt,  [Lawrence,]  Rrskine, 
Langton,  Dr.  Warton,  Metcalf,  Dr.  Lawrence,  bis  brother, 
a  clergyman.  Sir  Charles  Bunlnirr,  myself." 

**  Feb.  10.  Yours  of  the  5th  reached  me  yesterday. 
I  fautanlly  went  to  the  Don,  who  purchased  for  you  at  the 
of  Haxard  and  Co.  a  half,  stamped  by  government  and 
undrawn,  of  No.  43.1.'».  in  the  Knglish  SUte 
Lottery.  I  have  marked  on  the  back  of  it. '  Edmond,  Hen- 
rictta,  and  Catherine  Malone,'   and  if    Fortune  will  not 


frvour  those  three  united.  I  shall  blame  her.  This  half 
thai]  Ue  in  mv  bureau  with  my  one  whole  one,  till  you  de- 
•ire  it  to  be  placed  elsewhere.  The  cost,  with  registration, 
Is  81.  lis.  W.  A  half  is  always  pniportionally  dearer  than  a 
whole.  1  bought  my  ticket  at  Nicholson's  the  day  before, 
and  paid  16/.  8i.  for  it.  1  did  not  look  at  the  numtier,  but 
■ealed  it  up.  In  the  evening  a  l>and>bill  was  circulated  by 
Nkbolson,  tliat  a  ticket  the  day  before  sold  at  his  office  for 
16/.  8«.  was  drawn  a  prise  of  5000/.  The  number  was 
Bcntloned  In  the  hand-bill.  I  had  resolved  not  to  know 
what  mine  was  till  after  the  drawing  of  the  lottery  was 
tnisbed,  that  1  might  not  receive  a  ssMUns  shock  of  blank  ; 
but  this  unexpected  circumsunce,  which  elated  me  by  calcu- 
tailing  that  mine  must  certainly  be  one  of  100,  or  at  most  200 
■oM  by  Nicholson  the  day  before,  made  me  look  at  the  two 
im$ijliimre$  of  it ;  which,  alas  I  were  4R,  whereas  those  of  the 
fcrtuaate  one  wer>33.  I  have  remanded  my  ticket  to  its 
aeereey.  O  I  could  I  but  get  a  few  thousands,  what  a  dif- 
fsrence  would  it  make  upon  my  state  of  mind,  which  is 
harassed  by  thinking  of  my  debts.  I  am  anxious  to  hear 
jma  determination  as  to  mr  Magnum  Omu.  I  am  very 
very  anwilUng  to  part  with  the  property  or  it,  and  certainly 
would  not,  if  I  could  but  get  credit  for  lOOO/.  for  three  or 
fbnr  years.  Could  you  not  assist  me  in  that  way,  on  the 
flwcunty  of  the  book,  and  of  an  auignment  to  one  half  of  my 
reota.  700/.,  which,  upon  my  honour,  are  always  due,  and 
would  be  forthcoming  In  case  of  ray  decease  ?  I  wOi  not 
■ell,  till  I  have  your  answer  as  to  this. 

**  On  Tuesday  we  bad  a  Club  of  eleven  —  Lords  Locan  (in 
the  chair),  Ossory,  Macartney,  Eliot,  Bishop  of  Clonfert, 


vouBf  Burke,  myself,  Courtenay,  Windham.  Sir  Joshua,  and 
Charles  Fox,  who  takes  to  us  exceedingly,  and  asked  to  have 
dlODvr  a  little  later ;  so  It  was  to  he  at  half-past  five.    Burke 


!  great  interest  for  bis  drum  major,  and,  would  you 
belleTe  It  ?  had  not  C-ourtenay  and  I  been  there,  he  would 
have  been  chosen.  1  am  straugely  ill,  and  doubt  if  even  you 
could  dispel  the  demoniac  influence.  1  have  now  before  me 
p.  448.  In  print :  and  9V3  pages  of  the  copy  only  is  exhausted, 
and  there  remains  80.  besides  the  death:  as  to  which  1  shall 
ha  concise,  though  solemn.  Pray  how  shall  1  wind  up  ? 
Shall  I  give  the  character  from  my  Tour,  somewhat  en- 
larged?^' 

**  Feb.  n.  1  have  not  seen  Sir  Joshua  I  think  for 
•  fortnight.  I  have  been  worse  than  you  can  pos«iblv 
hnaglne.  or  I  hope  ever  shall  be  able  to  imagine ;  which 
DO  man  can  do  without  experiencing  the  malady.  It  has 
been  for  some  time  painful  t»  me  to  be  in  comiwny.  I,  how. 
OTMr,  am  a  little  better,  and  to  meet  Sir  Joshua  to.4iay  at 
dinner  at  Mr.  Dance's,  and  shall  tell  him  that  he  is  to  have 
good  Irish  claret. 

**  I  am  In  a  distresslna  perplexitv  how  to  decide  as  to  the 
propwty  of  my  book.  You  must  know,  that  I  am  certainly 
Informed  that  a  certain  person  who  delights  in  misciiicf  has 
been  dtpredrntimg  It,  so  that !  fear  the  sale  of  it  may  be  very 
dubious.  Tiffo  quartot  and  two  guineas  sound  in  an  alarm- 
hig  manner.  1  believe,  in  my  present  frame,  I  should  accept 
even  of  5001. ;  for  I  suspect  that  were  I  now  to  talk  to 
IbMnson,  I  should  find  him  not  disposed  to  give  lOMtf.  Did 
be  absolutely  qffh-  It.  or  did  he  only  express  himself  so  as 
that  you  eomdmUd  he  would  give  it  ?  The  pressing  circum- 
gUnee  Is,  that  I  mnut  lay  down  lOOQ/.  bv  the  1st  of  May,  on 
account  of  the  purchase  of  land,  which  my  old  family  en- 
thoslasm  urged  me  to  make.  You.  I  doubt  not.  have  full 
confidence  in  my  honesty.  May  1  then  ask  you  If  you  rould 
Tentore  to  join  with  me  in  a  bond  for  that  sum,  as  then  I 


I  Dr.  Lawrence  was  black-balled,  and  did  not  become  a 
lember  of  the  Club  till  December  1803.  —  W  right. 

t  See  mm,  p.  168.  n.6.  and  1G8.  n.  I.  Mr.  Hamilton's 
rrrosiroftf  increases  oar  regret  at  not  being  able  to  iifoe- 


would  take  my  chance,  and,  as  Sir  Joshua  says,  ^amr  with 
my  book?  Upon  my  honour,  your  telhng  me  that  yon 
I  cannot  comply  with  what  I  i>mpo(e  will  not  in  the  least 
surprise  me,  or  make  any  manner  of  differpoce  as  to  ray 
I  opinion  of  your  frieudshin.  I  mean  to  aak  Sir  Joshua  if  ho 
will  join  ;  for  indeed  I  should  be  vexed  to  S4-I1  my  Magnum 
Ojnu  for  a  great  deal  lets  than  its  Intrinsic  value.  I  meant 
to  publish  on  Shrove  Tuesday  :  but  if  I  can  get  out  within 
tbo  month  of  March  1  shall  he  sattufled.  1  have  now,  I  think. 
Jour  or  flee  sheets  to  print,  which  will  make  my  second 
volume  about  57ft  pages.  But  1  sliall  have  more  cancels. 
That  ntrt^u*  mortal  W.  G.  H.s  is  not  satisfied  with  my 
report  of  some  particulars  which  I  wrote  down  from  hu  ou-n 
mouth,  and  is  so  much  agitated,  that  Courtenay  has  per- 
suaded me  to  allow  a  new  edition  of  them  by  H.  himself  to 
be  made  at  H.'s  t.-xpense.  Besides,  it  has  occurred  to  me, 
that  when  1  mentiim  *a  literary  fraud.'  by  Kolt  the  his- 
torian, in  going  to  Dublin,  and  publishing  Akonkide's 
Pleasures  of  the  Imagination,  with  his  own  name  (p.  I'il.),  I 
may  not  be  able  to  authenlicale  it,  as  Johnson  is  dead,  and 
he  may  have  rrlatiuns  who  may  take  it  up  as  an  offence,  per- 
haps a  libel.  t?ourtenay  suggests,  that  you  may  perhaps  get 
intelligence  whether  it  was  true.  The  Bishop  of  Drumure 
can  probably  tell,  as  he  knows  a  great  deal  about  Kolt.  lu 
case  of  doubt,  should  I  not  cancel  the  leaf,  and  either  omit 
the  ctirious  anecdote  or  give  it  as  a  story  which  Johnson 
laughlnglv  told  as  having  nrculated  ?" 

"  March  8.  I  have  before  me  your  volunteer  letter  of 
Februarv  Mth,  and  oneof  ."ith  current,  which,  if  you  havedaled 
it  right,  nas  come  with  wonderfkil  expedition.  You  may  be 
perfectly  sure  that  1  have  not  the  small«>st  fault  to  find  with 
your  disinclination  to  come  again  under  any  pecuniary  en- 
gagements for  others,  after  having  suffered  ko  much  Dilly 
proposes  that  he  and  Baldwin  should  each  advance  200/.  on 
the  credit  of  my  b<iok  ;  and  if  they  do  to.  I  shall  manage  well 
enough,  for  I  now  find  that  I  can  have  GOO/,  in  Scotland  on 
the  credit  of  my  rents ;  aud  thus  1  shall  get  the  1000/.  paid  iu 
May. 

"  You  would  observe  some  stupid  lines  on  Mr.  Burke  In 
the  'Oracle'  by  Mr.  Bo$wclll  1  instantly  wrote  to  Mr. 
Burke,  expressing  my  indignation  at  such  impertinence,  and 
had  next  morning  a  most  obliging  answer.  Sir  William 
Scott  told  me  I  Cf>uld  have  no  legal  redress.  So  I  went 
a'villy  to  Bell,  and  he  promised  to  mention  handtomtly  tiiat 
James  Boswelt,  Esq.  was  not  the  author  of  the  lines.  The 
note,  however,  on  the  subject  was  a  second  impertinence. 
But  I  can  do  nothing.  I  wish  Fox,  in  his  bill  upon  libt  Is, 
would  make  a  heavy  penalty  the  conseouence  of  forging  any 
person's  name  to  any  composition,  which,  in  reality,  such  a 
trick  amounts  to. 

'♦  In  the  Hl»{hi  between  the  last  of  February  and  first  of 
this  mouth,  I  had  a  sudden  relief  from  the  inexplicable  dis- 
order, which  occasionally  clouds  my  mind  ami  makes  me 
miserable,  and  it  Is  amasing  how  well  I  have  been  since. 
Your  friendly  admonition  as  to  excess  In  wine  has  been  often 
too  applicable ;  but  upon  this  late  occasion  1  erred  on  the 
other  side.  However,  as  1  am  now  free  from  my  restriction 
to  Courtenay,  I  shall  be  much  upon  my  guard  ;  for,  to  ti-ll 
the  truth.  I  did  go  too  deep  the  day  tiefore  yesterday ;  having 
dined  with  Michael  Anaelo  Taylor,  and  then  supped  at  the 
London  Tavern  with  tn»  stewards  of  the  Humane  Society, 
and  continued  till  I  know  not  what  hour  in  the  moniing. 
John  Nichols  was  Joyous  to  a  pitch  of  liacchanalian  vivacity. 
I  am  to  dine  with  him  next  Monday ;  an  excellent  city  partr. 
Alderman  Curtis.  Deputv  Birch,  &c.  Kc.  I  rated  hhn  gently 
on  his  saying  so  little  of  your  Shaksfir'arc.'  He  Is  ready  to 
receive  more  ample  notice.  You  may  d>>)iend  on  your  having 
whatever  reviews  that  mention  you  sent  directly.  Have  I 
told  rou  that  Murphy  has  written  '  An  P.ssay  on  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  Dr.  Johnson,'  to  be  prefixed  to  the  new  edition 
f>f  his  work*!  ?  He  wrote  it  in  a  month,  and  has  receivt^ 
20(»/.  for  II.  1  am  quite  resolved  now  t«i  keep  the  property  of 
my  Magnum  Opus  ;  and  I  flatter  myself  1  sliall  not  n'pcnt  it. 

"  Mr  title,  as  we  settled  It,  Is '  The  Life  of  Samuel  Johnson. 
LL.  I).,  comprehending  an  account  of  his  studies  and 
various  works,  in  chronological  order,  his  conversations  with 
many  eminent  persons,  a  series  of  his  letters  to  celebrated 
men,  and  several  orlainal  i>ieces  of  his  composition :  the 
whole  exhibiting  a  view  ol^  literature  and  literary  men  iu 
Great  Britain,  for  near  half  a  century,  during  which  he 
flourished.'  It  will  be  very  kind  if  you  will  suggest  what  yet 
occurs.  I  hoped  to  have  published  to-day ;  but  it  will  tie 
about  a  month  vet  before  I  launch." 

"  March  1*2.  Bluing  the  deposltonr  of  your  chance  in  the 
lottery,  I  am  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  communi- 
cating the  bad  news  that  it  has  been  drawn  a  blank.  I  am 
venr  sorry,  both  on  your  account  and  that  of  >  our  sisters, 
and  my  own ;  for  had  your  share  of  good  fortune  been 
3166/.  ISi.  4d.  1  should  hare  hoped  for  a  loan  to  accommodate 
me.  As  it  fr,  I  shall,  as  I  wrf>te  to  ynu.  be  enabled  to 
weather  my  difficulties  for  some  time :  but  I  am  still  in  great 


trate  the  secret  of  his  political  tr.insactlons  with  Johnmn. 
It  was  clearly  something  that  he  did  not  like  to  reveal.  — 
CaoKsa 
3  Viz.  in  the  Centlemam's  J/^oz/ise. «-  Cioaia. 
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anxiety  about  tbn  «*le  of  my  booV  1  Bntl  io  many  people 
shake  their  licault  at  tk>e  tsuo  qvArtoi  arid  fv<o  guineat. 
Courtenay  ii  tiear  that  \  <he"ld  ftiund  Uotiiuan,  and  accept 
of  athouiand  guiiaeAi.  irho  will  jtivt?  that  lum.  Meantime, 
the  title-pagv  niiui  be  mwlM  ««  fimd  lu  iniy  Km.  It  appeara 
tome  that  meetkininjf  hli  titidiei.,  work».  CLinvcrsatlont,  and 
letters  is  not  laflclent ;  aiid  I  wouM  f\i|;j;rft  cumorehendJng 
an  account,  Ln  rhronaiofkal  ordt^r,  cp[  bit  >tui.Ues,  works, 
IHendthips,  if qjU.iinEancep  and  othrt  partlcularf ;  his  con- 
Tersations  with  «ntitiMiC  tn«i  i  i  ifrit-i  of  hit  letters  to 
Tarious  persons  :  also  several  original  pieces  of  his  compo- 
sition nerer  before  published.    The  whole.  &c. 


You  will, 

/  idea,  and 

In  the  advertisement  1  Intend  to  men. 


prolMbly,  be  able  to  assist  me  in  espieuina 
arraneinc  the  parts.  In  the  advertisement  1  In 
tion  tne  letter  to  Lord  Chesterfleld,  and  perhaps  the  inter. 


riow  with  the  King,  and  the  names  of  the  correspondents  in 
alphabetical  order.  How  should  ckronoiogical  order  stand 
in  the  order  of  the  members  of  my  title  ?    I  had  at  first 


*  celebrated  corretpomiemia^  *  which  1  do«*l 
would  it  do  to  say  '  bis  oouTersavtlona  and  epi 
ipondence  with  eminent  (or  celebratad)  peraa 
be  *  d0trent  works,*  and  *  swrioeu  pwrtknUr 
it  is  difficult  to  decide. 

"  Courtenay  was  with  mo  thla  morning.  ^ 
is  his  going  on  at  all  1  Yet  he  looka  well,  talk 
well,  keeps  his  mare— in  short,  ia  In  all  reapc 
liameiit  man.  Do  you  know  thai  my  bad  i 
turned  upon  roe  to  a  certain  degree  ;  and  ew 
fondness  for  change  of  place,  and  Iniagfnatkia 
I  sometimes  think  you  are  happier  by  being  ii 
one  is  in  this  great  metropolis,  where  haidlr 
for  another.  I  am  persuaded  1  should  reli 
dinners  very  much.  I  have  sit  last  got  di 
Temple,  in  the  very  staircase  where  Johnai 
when  my  Magnum  Oput  is  fairly  launched, 
make  a  trial.*^ 


No,V. 
ORIGINAL  ANECDOTES  OF  DR.  JOHNSON, 
COHMTJNICATED  TO  MB.  CHOKER. 


9  I.  MISS  REYNOLDS'S  RECOLLECTIONS. 

[Communicated,  in  1829,  to  me  by  Mr.  Palmer,  grand-nephew 
of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  —  CaoKim.] 


The  first  time  I  was  In  company 
at  Miss  Cotterel*s.  (p.  79.)  1 


**  Oan'ua  Harlowe. 
with  Dr.  Johnson,  which 

well  remember  the  fiattering  notice  he  took  of  a  lady  pre> 
sent,  on  her  saying  that  she  was  inclined  to  estimate  the 
morality  of  every  person  according  as  they  liked  or  disliked 
"  Clarissa  Harlowe."  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Richard- 
son's  works  in  Reneral,  but  of  "  Clarissa  "  he  always  spoke 
with  the  highest  enthusiastic  praise.  He  used  to  say.  that  it 
was  the  first  book  in  the  world  for  the  knowledge  it  displays 
of  the  human  heart. 

Riehardtoit.  Yet  of  the  author  I  never  heard  him  speak 
with  any  degree  of  cordiality,  but  rather  as  if  impressed  with 
some  cause  of  resentment  against  him ;  and  this  has  been 
imputed  to  something  of  jealousy,  not  to  say  envy,  on  account 
of  Richardson's  baring  engrossed  the  attentions  and  affec- 
tionate assiduities  of  several  very  ingenious  literary  ladles, 
whom  he  used  to  call  his  adopted  daughters,  and  for  whom 
Dr.  Johnson  had  conceiveda  paternal  aflTection  (particularly 
for  two  of  them,  MIm  Carter  and  Miss  Mulso,  now  Mrs. 
Chapone),  previous  to  their  acquaintance  with  Richardson ; 
and  it  was  said,  that  be  thought  himself  neglected  by  them 
on  his  account. 

Female  Ftiendskip.  Dr.  Johnson  set  a  higher  value 
upon  female  friendship  than,  perhaps,  most  men ;  which 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  was  not  a  little  enhanced  by  his 
acquainUnce  with  those  ladies,  if  it  was  not  originally  de- 
rived from  them.  To  their  society,  doubtless,  Hlchardson 
owed  that  delicacy  of  sentiment,  that  feminine  excellence,  as 
I  may  say,  that  so  peculiarly  distinguishes  bis  writings  from 
those  of  bis  own  sex  in  general,  how  high  soever  they  may 
soar  above  the  other  m  the  more  dignified  paths  of  literature, 
in  scientific  investigations,  and  abstruse  Inquiries. 

IVkat  i$  Lmef    Dr.  Johnson  used  to  repeat,  with  very 
irent  delight,  some  lines  of  a  poem  written  by  Miss 


tpects.  In  Shenstone's  poem  of  **  The  fam.**  w 
i^om  hearing  Dr.  Johnson  repeat  It ;  and  1  \ 


apparent  c 
Idulso:- 


"  Sar,  Stella,  what  is  Lore,  whose  cruel  power 
llobs  virtue  of  content,  and  youth  of  Joy  ? 
TH^hat  nymph  or  goddess.  In  what  fltUl  hour. 
Produced  to  light  the  mischiefunakfaig  boy  ? 

**  Some  say,  bv  Idleness  and  Pleasure  bred. 
The  smiling  babe  on  beds  of  roses  lay : 
There  with  soft  honey'd  dews  by  Fancy  red. 
His  iufisnt  beauties  open'd  on  the  day."  ■ 

An  hm.  Dr.  Johnson  bad  an  uncommonly  retentive 
memory  for  every  thing  that  appeared  to  him  worthy  of  ob- 
servation. Whatever  he  met  with  tai  reading,  particularly 
poetry,  I  believe  he  seldom  required  a  revisal  to  be  able  to 
repeat  verbatim.  If  not  literally  so,  his  deviations  were 
generally  Improvements.    This  was  the  case,  in  some  re. 


>  Johnson  paid  the  first  of  those  stanaas  the  great  and  un- 
deserved compliment  of  quoting  it  in  his  DicUonory,  under 
the  word  **  QuATaaiM."  —  Caoxsa. 


on  seeing  it  lately  among  the  author's  worfcj 
time,  to  find  it  so  dilTerent.  One  atanaa  he  i 
extemporised  himself:  — 

*'  And  once  again  I  shape  my  wigr 

Through  rain,  through  shine,  throogh  ti 
Secure  to  meet,  at  close  of  dar, 
A  kind  reception  at  an  inn.**  (p.  486.) 

Qtuck  Readtng.  —  He  always  resid  atna 
glancing  his  eye  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of 
instant.  If  he  made  any  pause,  it  waa  a  cmn 
work ;  and.  after  seesawing  over  it  a  few  mim 
repeated  the  passage,  especially  if  it  waa  poetry 

Fope'M  "  Essoff  on  Man."—  One  d«y.  on  tal 
"  Essay  on  Man,"  a  particular  passage  aecen 
ordinarily  to  engage  his  attentlesi  ;  ao  much  ac 
contrary  to  his  usual  custom,  after  he  had 
and  the  seat  in  which  he  was  sitting,  he  rctam 
turning  over  the  pages  with  anxuky  to  flad 
repeated  — 

**  Passions,  though  selfish.  If  their  meam 
List  under  Reason,  and  deeerre  her  ca 
Those  that,  imparted,  court  a  nobler  a 
Exalt  their  kind,  and  take  some  Tirtue' 

His  task,  probably,  was  the  whole  paragraph.  I 
onlv  wore  audible. 

J-awmrite  /Vrsrs.  — He  seemed  ranch  to  del 
ing  verses,  particularly  from  Pope.  Among  th 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  recite,  the  coa 
"Dundad,"  and  his  "  EpUtle  to  JerTaa,"  aei 
his  highest  admiration :  two  linea  of  it 

'*  Led  by  tome  rule  that  guides,  but  not  con 
And  mulsh 'd  more  throogh  happineea  tha 

he  used  to  remark,  was  a  union  that  oonatltatec 
degree  of  excellence  in  the  fine  arts. 

Two  lines  ftom  Pope's  "  Universal  Prayer  ** 
him  quote,  in  very  serious  oonreraatloD,  aa  h 


*'  And  binding  Nature  fhat  In  Ihtc, 
Left  free  the  human  will.»»      ' 


Some  lines  also  be  uaed  to  rnieat  in 
written  in  memory  of  Bishop  Bouuer 


lieve  are  not  much  known :  — 


(p.  lOT.: 


"  Some  write  their  wrongs  in  marble :  he  me 
Stoop'd  down  serene  and  wrote  them  in*the 
Trod  under  foot,  the  sport  of  every  wind. 
Swept  from  the  earth,  and  blotted  fWim  bis 
Tkere,  secret  in  the  grave,  he  bade  them  Ue 
And  griev'd  they  could  not  'scape  the  Almlj 

A  lady  [Miu  Reynolds],  who  had  learnt  thi 
Johnson,  thought  she  had  made  a  mistake,  or  hn 
words,  as  she  could  uot  make  out  a  reference  to 
mentioned  it  to  him.  "  No,**  said  he,  *«  she  hi 
after  seo-aawlng  a  few  minute*,  lald  sonaethint  < 
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flurprlM 

tialnrn 


llMit  he  ihould  not  bare  made  the  same  remark 


Some  time  after  he  told  the  ladjr  that  these  lines  were  in- 
serted hi  the  last  edition  of  his  Dictionanr,  under  the  word 
-  apoaT." » 

OolilfiiiaA.  —  Of  Goldsmith's  "  Tmreller'*  he  used  to 
neak  in  terms  of  tlie  highest  commendation.  A  lady  [Miss 
BcyflM>lds  herself],  I  remember,  who  had  the  pleasure  of  near- 
hif  Dr.  Johnson  read  It  from  the  beKiuning  to  the  end  on  its 
flnt  eoming  out,  to  testify  her  adrairAtion  of  it,  exclaimed, "  I 
aerer  more  shall  think  Dr.  Goldsmith  ugly." 
If  thought  so,  however,  she  w«i  by 
instance  of  which  I  am  rather  inciinod  to  mention, 


In  having  thought  so,  however,  she  whs  by  no  means  sin- 
nUr:  an  instance  of  which  I  am  rather  inciinod  to  mention, 
ncanse  it  involves  a  remarkable  one  of  Dr  Johnson's  ready 


this  lady,  one  evening  being  in  a  large  {utrty. 
called  upon  after  supper  for  hpr  t(>a<it,  and  teeminii  em> 
tarrassea.  she  was  desired  to  give  the  ugliest  manitho  knew  ; 
and  she  immediately  named  Dr.  Goldsmith,  on  whirh  a  lady 
(Mrs.  Cholmondeley)  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ubie  rose  up 
and  reached  across  to  shake  hands  with  her,  expressing  some 
daiire  of  being  better  acquainted  with  her,  it  being  the  flrit 
Mne  they  had  met ;  on  wliich  Dr.  Johnson  said,  "  Thus  the 
ancients,  on  the  commencement  of  their  friendships,  us^  to 
■ncrlUce  a  beast  betwixt  them." 

Sir  Joshua,  I  have  often  thought,  never  gave  a  more  strik- 
ing proof  of  his  excellence  in  portrait-painting,  than  in 
Itiving  dignity  to  Dr.  Goldsmith's  countenanro,  and  yet  pre- 
serving a  strong  likeness.  But  he  drew  after  his  mind,  or 
rather  his  genius,  if  1  may  be  allowed  to  make  that  distinc- 
tion ;  assimilating  the  one  with  his  conversation,  the  other 
with  his  works. 

Dr.  Goldsmith's  cast  of  cotmtenance,  and  indeed  his  whole 
israre  from  head  to  foot,  impressed  every  one  at  first  sight 
with  an  Idea  of  his  being  a  low  mechanic ;  particularly,  1  be- 
lieve, a  Journeyman  tailor.  A  little  concurring  instance  of 
thifl  1  well  remember.  One  day  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's, 
In  company  with  some  gentlemen  and  ladies,  he  was  relating 
with  great  indignation  an  insult  he  had  Just  received  from 
nine  gentleman  he  had  accidentallv  met  (I  think  at  a 
«oAe-house).  "  The  fellow,"  he  said,  **  took  me  Tor  a  tai- 
Iw ! "  on  which  all  the  party  either  laughed  aloud  or  showed 
Cher  suppressed  a  laugh. 

Dr.  Jolinson  seemed  to  have  much  more  kindness  for  Gold, 
mlth,  than  Goldsmith  had  for  him.  He  always  appeared 
to  be  overawed  by  Johnson,  (larticularly  when  in  company 
with  people  of  any  consequence,  always  as  if  impressed  with 
■OBM  fear  of  disgrace ;  and,  indeed,  well  he  niiaht.  I  have 
been  wttnos  to  many  mortlBcations  he  has  sulrered  in  Dr. 
Johnson's  company :  one  day  in  particular,  at  Sir  Joshua's 
table,  a  gentleman  to  whom  he  was  talking  his  best  stopped 
Mm,  in  the  midst  of  his  discourse,  with  '-  flush !  hush  !  Dr. 
Johnson  is  going  to  say  something." 

AC  another  time,  a  gentleman  who  was  sitting  between  Dr. 
Johnson  and  Dr.  Goldsmith,  and  with  whom  he  had  been 
dlapatlng,  remarked  to  another,  loud  enough  for  Goldsmith 
to  bear  him.  **  That  he  had  a  floe  time  of  it,  between  Urta 
tmmkir  and  Ur$a  minor  !  "  < 

TiUUng  ome*t  best.  —  Mr.  Baretti  used  to  remark,  with 
■  imile,  Uiat  Dr.  Johnson  always  talked  his  best  to  the  ladies. 
Bat,  indeed,  that  was  his  general  practice  to  all  who  would 
flsmlsh  him  with  a  subject  worthy  of  his  discuuion ;  for, 
what  was  very  singular  in  him,  he  would  rarely,  if  ever,  begin 


on/  sultject  himself,  but  would  sit  silent  (u.  8K7.)  till  some- 

partlrularlv  addressed  to  him,  ana  if 
to  lead  to  any  sdenuflc  or  moral  inquiry,  bis  benevolence. 


thing  wws  ] 


that  happened 


btf  eve,  more  immediately  incited  him  to  expatiate  on  it 
ibr  the  ediflcation  of  the  ignorant  than  for  any  other  motive 


Or^r^Kof  Ais.  •»  One  day,  on  a  lady's  telling  him  that 
riM  had  read  Pamell's  "  Hermit "  with  dissatisfaction,  for  she 
eoold  not  help  thinking  that  thieves  and  murderers,  who 
were  Bodi  immediate  ministers  f^om  Heaven  of  good  to  man, 
4IA  not  deserve  such  punishments  as  our  laws  inflict  Dr. 
Jobnaon  spoke  such  an  eloquent  oration,  so  deeply  philosu. 
ahlcal.  as  Indeed  alfbrdcd  a  most  striking  instance  of  the 
truth  of  BOretti's  observation,  but  of  which,  to  my  great 
mret,  I  «an  give  no  corroborating  proof,  my  memory  flir- 
nAing  me  with  nothing  more  than  barely  the  general  ten- 
dancT  of  his  arguments,  which  was  to  prove,  that  though 
It  night  be  said  that  wicked  men,  as  well  as  the  good,  were 
miaistcrs  of  God,  because  in  the  moral  sphere  the  good  we 
■n)oy  and  the  evil  we  suArr  are  administered  to  us  by  man, 
Wt,  a*  Infinite  Goodneas  oould  not  inspire  or  influence  man 
to  act  wickedly,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  his  divine  pro- 
party  CO  prodoee  good  out  of  evil,  and  as  man  was  endowed 
with  frw  will  to  act,  or  to  refhdn  from  acting  wickedly,  with 
lusowlcdga  of  flood  and  evil,  with  consdenoe  to  admonish 


I  We  ato  In  tUs  caae,  as  hi  that  of  Miss  Mulso,  that  John. 
aoB's  perwoal  partlalltiea  bidttoed  him  to  quote  hi  his  Dic- 
tionary authors  who  bad  no  business  there ;  unless,  indeed, 
tlstto  noca.  which  seem  above  Bladden's  usual  rate,  be  Jobn- 
aon'aown.  See  oistf,  p.  107..  the  motive  of  his  graUtude  to 
iladdan.  —  Cbokm. 

>  This  to  a  striking  instance  of  the  easy  febrication  of  what 
ara  oaUad  murioln,  and  of  how  Uttle  e«cn  the  bestauthori- 


and  to  direct  him  to  choose  the  one  and  to  rtject  the  other, 
he  was,  therefore,  as  criminal  In  the  sight  of  God  and  of  man, 
and  as  deserving  punishment  for  his  evil  deeds,  as  if  no  good 
had  resulted  from  them. 

And  yut,  though,  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance,  this  was 
the  sub>tance  of  Dr.  Johnson's  discourse  in  aiuwer  to  the 
lady's  observation,  I  am  rather  apprehensive  that,  In  some 
respects,  it  may  be  thought  Inconsistent  with  his  general 
asiertions,  that  man  was  by  nature  much  more  inclined 
to  evil  than  to  good.  But  it  would  ill  become  me  to  expa> 
tiatp  on  such  a  subject.  I 

Yet.  what  can  be  said  to  reconcile  hU  of^nion  of  the  ' 
natural  tendency  of  the  human  heart  to  evil  with  his  own 
I  xealotis  virtuous  propensions?  Nothing,  perhaps,  at  least 
I  by  me,  but  that  this  opinion,  I  believe,  was  founded  upon 
religious  nrincipies  relating  to  original  sin ;  and  1  well  re- 
member tnnt.  when  disputing  with  a  |ierson  on  this  subject, 
whu  thought  that  nature,  reason,  and  virtue  were  the  con. 
scituent  priuriples  of  humanity,  he  would  say,  "  Nar,  nay.  if 
man  is  by  nature  prompted  to  act  virtuously,  all  the  divine 
precepts  of  the  Gospel,  all  its  denunciations,  all  the  lawn 
enacteti  by  man  to  restrain  m.in  from  evil,  had  been  needless." 

Sjfmpatkif —  It  i*  eertaiu  that  he  would  scarcely  allow 
any  one  to  feel  much  for  the  distresses  of  others  ;  or  what- 
ever he  thought  they  might  feel,  he  was  very  apt  to  impute 
to  causes  that  did  no  honour  to  human  nature.  Indeed,  I 
tliought  hlin  rather  too  fond  of  Udchefoucault  maxims. 

Evil  Propensum*.  —  The  very  strict  watch  he  appar- 
ently kept  over  his  mind  seems  to  correspond  wiin  his 
thorough  conviction  of  nature's  evil  propensions ;  but  it 
might  be  as  liliely  in  consequence  of  his  dread  of  those  ('eru- 
liar  ones,  whatever  they  were,  which  attended,  or  rather 
constituted,  his  mental  malady,  which,  1  have  observed, 
might  probably  have  incited  him  so  often  to  pray;  and  I  im- 
pute it  to  the  same  cause,  that  he  so  frequently,  with  great 
earnrstness,  desired  his  intimate  acqiuintance  to  pray  for 
him.  apparently  on  very  slight  occasions  of  corporeal  dis- 
order. 

Dr.  Dodd.  —  That  Dr.  Johnson  should  have  desired 
one  prayer  from  Dr.  DoUd,  who  was  himself  such  an  atrocious 
offender,  has  been  very  much  condemned  ;  but  we  ought  to 
consider  that  Dr.  Johnsimmiicbt,  perhaps,  have  had  sufHcieiit 
reason  to  believe  Dodd  to  be  a  sincere  penitent,  which, 
indeed,  was  the  case :  and.  besides,  his  mind  was  so  softened 
with  pitv  and  compassion  for  him,  so  impressed  with  the 
awful  Idr-a  of  his  situation,  the  last  evening  of  bis  life,  that 
he  probably  did  nut  think  of  his  former  traiisgreuions,  ur 
thougiit,  perhaps,  that  he  ought  not  to  remember  them,  when 
the  uiTender  was  so  soon  to  appear  before  the  Supreme  Judge 
of  heaven  and  earth. 

Dr.  Johnson  told  me  that  Dodd,  on  reading  his  letter, 
(/m/e,  p.  .^44.)  gave  it  into  the  hands  of  his  wife,  with  a  strong 
injunction  never  to  part  with  it ;  that  be  had  slept  during 
the  night,  and  when  he  awoke  in  the  morning,  he  did  not 
Immediately  recollect  that  he  was  to  suffer,  uid  when  he  did, 
be  expressed  the  utmost  liorror  and  agony  of  mind  — out- 
rageously vehement  in  his  speech  and  in  hU  looks  — till  he 
went  into  the  chapel,  and  on  his  coming  out  of  it  bis  face 
expressed  the  most  angelic  peace  and  composure. 

He  also  told  me  that  Dodd  probably  entertained  some 
hopes  ol  life  even  to  the  last  moment,  having  been  flatteri-tl 
by  some  of  his  mnliral  friends  that  there  was  a  chance  of 
suspending  its  total  extinction  till  he  was  cut  down,  by  placing 
the  knot  of  the  ro|»e  in  a  |>articular  manner  behind  his  ear. 
That  then  he  was  to  bo  carrii>d  to  a  c.  nvenient  place,  where 
they  would  use  their  utmost  endeavour  to  recover  him.  All  this 
was  done.  The  hangman  olnerved  their  injunctions  infixing 
the  ro|N>,  and  as  the  cart  drew  off,  said  in  Dodd's  ear,  you 
must  ni>t  move  an  inch  I  But  he  struggled.—  Being  carried 
to  the  pl.-ire  appointed,  his  fricntls  endeavoured  to  restore 
him  by  bathing liii  breast  with  warm  water,  which  Dr.  John- 
son said  was  not  so  likely  to  have  that  effect  as  cold  water  : 
and  on  this  orcasion  he  repeated  [with  a  slight  variation]  the 
story  already  told  [im<r,  p.  .VW.].  tliat  a  man  wandered  round 
the  prison  some  days  before  his  execution,  with  bank  note*  in 
his  pocki-t  to  the  amount  of  a  thousand  pounds,  to  bribe 
the  jailor  to  let  him  escape. 

Morbid  Melattcholff — It  was  a  gloomy  axiom  of  his, 
that  the  iwins  and  miseries  of  human  life  outweighed  its 
happiness  and  good :  but  on  a  lady's  asking  bim,  whether 
he  would  not  permit  tkf  ease  and  quiet  qf  common  Itfir  to  bo 
put  into  the  scale  of  happiness  and  good,  be  seemed  embar- 
rassed (very  unusual  with  him),  and  answering  in  theaiflrm- 
ative,  rose  from  his  seat,  as  if  to  avoid  the  inference  and 
reply,  which  bis  answer  authf»rtsed  the  lady  to  make. 

But  much  may  be  said  in  Dr.  Jobuson's  Justiflcatlon,  sup- 
posing this  notion  should  not  meet  with  universal  approba- 


ties  can  be  relied  on  in  such  matters.    The  real  aneodoto 
was  of  Doctor  Mqfor  and  Doctor  Minor  (see  antk,  p.  394.) 

S'  no  means  so  happy  as  the  fkbrlcation :  and  the  title  of 
rtar  cr  . 

(Ofil^,  p.  3»H.). 

? noted   by   Mil 


yj  aa  I  US  iBifTication  ;  ana  me  ucie  oi 
MtOor  was  appUed  to  Johnson  by  okl  Lord  Auchinlecli 
~  '    .    From  theso  two  facU  the  pleasant  fallacy 
iss  Rejnuhia  was  no  doubt  compoimded.^ 
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tlon,  he  having,  it  it  probable,  imbibed  it  in  the  early  part  of 
hi*  life  when  under  the  preMure  of  adverse  fortune,  and  in 
every  period  of  it  under  the  (till  heavier  preMure  and  more 
adverse  Influence  of  Nature  herself ;  for  I  have  often  heard 
him  lament  that  he  inherited  from  his  father  a  morbid  dis- 
position both  ofbody  and  of  mind— an  oppressive  melancboiy, 
which  robl>ed  him  of  the  common  enjoyments  of  life. ' 

Indeed,  he  seemed  to  struggle  almost  incessantly  with  some 
mental  evil,  and  often,  by  the  expression  of  his  countenance 
and  the  motion  of  his  lips,  appeared  to  twoflfering  up  some 
ojaciilatioii  to  Heaven  to  remove  it  But  in  Lent,  or  near 
the  approach  of  any  great  festival,  he  would  generally  retire 
from  the  company  to  a  comer  of  the  room,  but  most  com- 
monly behind  a  window-curtain,  to  pray,  and  with  such 
enerf^,  and  In  so  loud  a  whisper,  that  eveiy  word  was  heard 
distinctly,  particularly  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the  Apostles* 
Creed,  with  which  he  constantly  concluded  his  devotions. 
Sometimes  some  words  would  emphatically  escape  him  in 
his  usual  tone  of  voice. 

At  these  iioly  seasons  he  secluded  himself  more  f^om  so- 
ciety than  at  other  times,  — at  least  from  general  and  mixed 
society :  and  on  a  gentleman's  sending  him  an  invitation  to 
dinner  on  Easter  eve,  be  was  highly  offended,  and  expressed 
himself  so  in  his  answer. 

Probably  his  studious  attention  to  the  secret  workings  of 
his  peculiar  mental  hiftmiitjf,  together  with  bis  experience 
of  divine  assistance  co-operating  with  his  reasonine  facul- 
ties to  repel  its  force,  may  have  proved  In  the  nighrst 
degree  conducive  to  the  exaltation  of  nis  piety,  and  the  pre- 
eminence of  his  wisdom.  And  I  think  it  equally  probable, 
that  all  his  natural  defects  were  conducive  to  that  end  :  for 
being  so  peculiarly  deltarred  from  the  enjoyment  of  those 
amusements  which  the  eye  and  the  ear  afford,  doubtless  he 
sought  more  assiduously  tor  those  gratifications  which  scien- 
tific pursuits  or  philosophic  meditation  bestow. 

Painting  and  Mutie.  —  These  defects  suiBciently  ac- 
count for  his  inspnsibility  of  the  charms  of  music  and  of 
painting,  being  utterly  incapable  of  receiving  any  delight 
from  the  one  or  the  other,  particularly  from  painting,  his 
sigiit  being  more  deficient  than  his  hearing. 

Of  the  superficies  of  the  fine  arts,  or  visible  objects  of 
taste,  he  could  have  had  but  an  imperfect  idea ;  but  as  to  the 
invisible  principles  of  a  natural  good  taste,  doubtless  he  was 
possessed  of  these  in  the  most  eminent  degree,  and  I  should 
nave  thought  it  a  strange  inconsistency  indeed  in  bis  cha- 
racter, had  he  really  wanted  a  taste  for  music  ;  but  ai  a  proof 
that  be  did  not,  I  think  I  had  need  onlv  mention,  that  he 
was  remarkably  fond  of  Dr.  Burney's  "  llistory  of  Music,"  * 
and  that  he  said  it  showed  that  the  author  understood  the 
philosophy  of  music  better  than  any  man  that  ever  wrote  on 
that  subject. 

It  is  certain  that,  when  In  the  company  of  connoisseurs, 
whose  conversation  has  turned  chiefly  upon  the  merits  of  the 
attractive  charms  of  minting,  perhaps  of  pictures  that  were 
immediately  under  their  inspection.  Dr.  Johnson,  I  have 
thought,  used  to  appear  as  if  conscious  of  bis  unbecoming 
situation,  or  rather,  1  might  «ay,  suspicious  that  it  was  an 
unbecoming  situation. 

But  it  was  observable,  that  be  rather  avoided  the  dis- 
covery of  it ;  for  when  asked  his  opinion  of  the  likeness  of 
any  portrait  of  a  ft-ieud,  he  has  generally  evaded  the  ques- 
tion, and  if  obliged  to  examine  it,  he  has  held  the  picture 
most  ridiculously,  quite  close  to  his  eye.  Just  as  be  held  his 
book.  But  he  was  so  unwilling  to  expose  that  defect,  that 
he  was  much  displeased  with  Sir  Joshua,  I  remember,  for 
drawing  him  with  bis  book  held  in  that  manner,  which,  I 
believe,  was  the  cause  of  that  picture  being  left  unfinished.* 

Religion  and  Morality.  —  Good-breeding.  —  On  every 
occasion  that  had  the  least  tendencv  to  depreciate  religion  or 
morality,  he  totally  disregarded  all  forms  or  rules  of  good- 
breeding,  as  utterly  unworthy  of  the  slightest  consideration. 
But  it  roust  be  confessed,  that  he  sometimes  suffered  this 
noble  principle  to  transgress  its  due  bounds,  and  to  extend 
even  to  those  who  were  ai^wise  connected  with  the  person 
who  had  offended  him. 

IVOkes.  —  Johnson's  dislike  of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  so  great 
that  it  extended  even  to  his  connections.  He  happened  to 
dine  one  day  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  with  a  large  and 
distinguished  company,  amongst  which  were  Mr.  Wilkes's 
brother,  Israel,  and  his  lady.  In  the  course  of  conversation, 
Mr.  Israel  Wilkes  was  atwut  to  make  some  remark,  when 
Johnson  suddenly  stopped  him  with,  "  I  hope,  sir,  what  you 
are  going  to  say  may  be  better  worth  hearing  than  what  you 
have  already  sald.^'  This  rudeness  shocked  and  spread  a 
gloom  over  the  whole  party,  particularly  as  Mr.  Israel  Wilkes 
was  a  gentleman  of  a  very  amiable  character  and  of  refined 
taste,  and,  what  Dr.  Johnson  little  suspected,  a  very  loyal 


*  This  last  paragraph  was  originally  written, 
melancholif,  tokick  he  vat  tonwtimei  apprehetuive  borrfi 
on  insantiif."  This  Miss  Reynolds  softened  into  the  remark 
as  it  stands  above  ;  but  he  himself  did  not  scruple  to  call  it 
something  like  madneu.  {antS,  p.  336.)  —  Chokbb. 

«  Miss  Reynolds  will  hardly  convince  any  one  that  Dr. 
Johnson  was  fond  of  music  by  proving  that  he  was  fond  of 
bis  friend  Dr.  Bumey's  "  History  of  Music."    The  truth  is, 


sut(iect.  Johnson  affcerwards  owned  to  Misa  I 
he  was  very  sorry  that  he  had  "snubbed  Wllkn 
was  present."  Miss  Beynolda  rrplied  that  li 
sorry  for  many  reasons.  **  No,"  aald  Johnson.  i 
reluctant  to  apologize  for  ofneoccs  of  this  nal 
only  regret  it  because  hia  wife  was  bv."  Misa  ] 
lieved  that  he  had  no  kind  of  motive  for  this  ind 
I.  Wilkes  but  disgust  at  hia  brother's  political  fn 

RepubUcant.  —  His  treatment  of  Israel 
mild  in  comparison  of  what  a  geotlemau  (  Mr. 
with  from  him  one  day  at  Sir  Joshua  BeynoMs'i 
at  law  and  a  man  of  Ikahlon,  who,  on  Moourc 
(then  Mr.)  Johnson  on  the  laws  and  goTenanieni 
nations  (I  remember  particularly  Uiose  of  1 
happening  to  speak  of  them  in  tenna  of  high  i 
'*  Yes,  Sir,"  says  Johnson,  "  all  republican  ras< 
you  do."  How  the  conyeraatlon  ended  I  have  1 
so  many  years  ago;  but  that  he  nuMle  no  ap 
gentleman  I  am  very  sure,  nor  to  any  peraoo 
such  an  outrage  against  society. 

Influence  oT  dge.  —  Of  later  years  he  grew 
companionable,  and  I  have  heard  him  say,  tt 
himself  to  be  so.  "  In  my  younger  daya,"  he  wo 
is  true  I  was  much  Incliaed  to  treat  TnmhJnd  v 
and  contempt;  but  I  found  It  answered  no  s 
thought  it  wiser  and  better  to  take  the  worU 
Besides,  as  I  have  advanced  in  life  I  have  had 
to  be  satisfied  with  it.  Biankind  have  treated  m 
kindness,  and  of  course  I  have  more  kindneaa  for 

Poterty — In  the  latter  part  of  hia  life,  ind 
cumstances  were  very  different  fVom  what  therwc 
ginning.  Before  he  had  thepenaion,  he  literally  d 
beggar^;  and  from  what  1  have  t>een  told,  he 
lived  as  such  ;  at  least  as  to  common  ronveuii 
apartments,  wanting  even  a  chair  to  sit  on,  parti* 
studv,  where  a  gentleman  who  frequently  visited 
writing  his  "  Idlers  "  constantly  found  him  at  his 
on  one  with  three  legs  ;  and  on  rising  frota  it,  1 
that  Dr.  Johnson  never  forgot  its  defect,  but  s 
hold  It  In  his  hand  or  place  it  with  great  coape 
some  support,  taking  no  notice  of  ita  ImperfectMi 
tor.  Wnether  the  visitor  sat  on  a  ciialr,  or  i 
folios,  or  huw  he  sat,  I  never  remonber  to  have  I 

Pride  or  Politeness.—  It  was  remarkable  in 
son,  that  no  external  circumstances  ever  pram 
make  any  apology,  or  to  seem  even  senslt>le  of  the 
Whether  tliis  was  the  effect  of  philosophic  pride. 
partial  notion  of  his  respecting  high  breeding, 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  he  scrupled  not  to  bua 
man  knew  the  rules  of  true  politeness  better  thai 
and,  stranger  still,  "  that  no  man  more  attesuivf 
them." 

Ceremony  to  Ladies.  —  He  particularly  plqi 
upon  his  nice  observance  of  ceremonious  puncd 
ladies.  A  remarkable  Instance  of  thia  was  his  nei 
any  lady  to  walk  ttom  his  house  to  her  carriage,  tJ 
Court,  unatteuded  by  himself  to  hand  her  into 
1  have  reason  to  suppose  it  to  be  his  general  ci 
his  constant  performance  of  It  to  Uioae  with  wl 
the  most  intimately  acouainted),  p.  46S.  ;  and  if  i 

Srevented  it  from  driving  off,  thei«  he  wcwid  si 
oor  of  it,  and  gather  a  mob  around  him  ;  Indeed, 
begin  to  gather  the  moment  he  appeared  handi 
down  the  steps  into  Fleet-street.  But  to  desa 
pearance  —  his  important  air  —  that  indeed  can 
scribed  ;  and  his  morning  habiliments  would  esc 
most  astonishment  in  my  reader,  that  a  man  hi 
could  think  of  stepping  outside  his  door  in  then 
be  seen  at  home.  Sometiroea  he  exhitrited  hia 
distance  of  eight  or  ten  doors  flrom  Bolt  Court,  ti 
carriage,  to  the  no  small  diveraion  of  the  populan 
certain  that  to  those  who  love  laughing,  a  deacrii 
dress  f^m  head  to  foot  would  be  highly  accepu 
piieral  1  believe  be  thought  the  moat  curious  ] 
book ;  but  1  forbear,  out  of  respect  to  his  men 
more  than  this  slight  intimation  of  It ;  for,  havhi 
minute  description  of  his  figure,  from  his  wig  to  I 
a  thought  occurred  that  it  might  probably  cscite 
son  to  delineate  It,  and  I  might  have  the  mortUiG 
it  hung  up  at  a  printshop  as  the  greateat  cnriosl 
hibited. 

Johnson*s  Dreu.  —  His  best  dress  was,  in  his  < 
so  very  mean,  that  one  afternoon  as  be  was  folic 
ladies  up  stairs,  on  a  visit  to  a  lady  of  fashion  [Mh 
p-  79.,]  the  servant,  not  knowing  htm.  suddenly  sci 
the  shoulder,  and  exclaimed,  "  Where  are  you 
strivhig  at  the  same  time  to  drag  him  baidt. ;  but 


he  held  both  painting  aind  music  in  great  ,..__ 

probably  hit  organs  afforded  hUn  no  adequate  p« 
either.  — CauKbH.  "^ 

s  This,  however,  or  a  similar  picture,  was  <tHTh' 
graved  as  the  fyuntispiece  of  Murphy  a  edition  of  1 
son's  works —  CRoasa. 

<  Miss  Hawkins,  In  her  raeuoirs,  UAU  us  that  bl 
ance  was  much  improved  after  the  pension. Caaa 
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(then  Mr.)  Reynolds,  who  was  a  few  steps  behind,  prerentcd 
bM*  from  doing  or  saying  more,  and  Mr.  Johnson  growled  all 
the  way  up  stair*,  as  well  he  might.  He  seemed  much 
duigrined  and  discomposed.  Unluckily,  whilst  in  this 
humour,  a  lady  of  high  rank  >  happening  to  call  upon  Miss 
Cocterei,  he  was  most  violently  offended  with  her  fur  not  In- 
troducing him  to  her  ladyship,  and  still  more  so  for  her  seem- 
ing to  show  more  attention  to  her  than  to  him.  After  sitting 
KMns  time  silent,  mediuting  how  to  dUAon  Miu  Cotterel.  he 
addressed  himself  to  Mr.  Reynolds,  who  sat  next  him,  and. 
irfter  a  few  introductory  words,  with  a  loud  Tolce  said,  '*  1 
wonder  which  of  as  two  could  get  most  money  at  his  trade  in 
one  wedk,  were  we  to  work  hard  at  it  from  morning  till 
nteht."  I  don't  remember  the  answer  ;  tHit  1  know  that  the 
lady,  rising  soon  after,  went  away  without  knowing  what 
trade  they  were  of.  She  might  probably  suspect  Mr.  John- 
ion  to  be  a  poor  author  by  his  dress ;  and  because  the  trade 
of  neither  a  blacksmith,  a  porter,  or  a  chairman,  which  she 
probably  would  have  taken  him  for  In  the  street,  was  not 

Suite  so  suitable  to  the  place  she  saw  him  In.  This  incident 
•  used  to  mention  with  great  gl«^  —  how  he  had  downrd 
Mils  Cotterel,  though  at  the  same  time  he  professed  a  great 
friendship  and  esteem  for  that  lady. 

Dr.  Bamard.  —  "  Fortg-ftve."  —  It  is  certain,  for  such 
lifid  of  mortlfteations,  he  never  expressed  any  concern  ;  but 
on  other  occasions  he  has  shown  an  amiable  sorrow  '  for  the 
oflbnce  be  has  given,  particularly  if  it  seemed  to  involve  the 
■llghlest  disrespect  to  the  church  or  to  its  ministers. 

I  shall  never  forget  with  what  regret  he  spoke  of  the  rude 
to  Dr.  Bamard,  on  hb  saying  that  men  never 
the  age  of  forty-five.   "  'rhat's  not  true.  Sir." 


eald  Johnson.  **  You,  who  perhaps  are  forty-eight,  may  still 
Improve  If  you  will  try :  1  wish  you  would  set  about  it ;  and  I 
am  afraid."  he  added,  "  there  is  grent  room  for  it ; "  and  this 
waa  said  In  rather  a  large  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  at 
dinner.  Soon  after  the  ladiek  withdrew  fVom  the  Ubic.  Dr. 
Johntan  (bliowed  them,  and  sitting  down  by  the  lady  of  the 
iMMise,  he  said,  "  I  am  very  sorry  for  having  spoken  so  rudely 
to  the  dean."  "  You  very  well  may.  Sir,"  '*  Yes,"  he  said, 
**  it  was  highly  improper  to  speak  in  that  style  to  a  minister 
of  Ibc  Gi>spei,  and  1  am  the  more  hurt  on  reflecting  with 
what  mild  dignity  he  received  it."  When  the  Dean  came  up 
Into  the  drawing-room,  Dr.  Johnson  Immediately  rose  f^om 
bis  seat,  and  made  him  sit  on  the  M>fa  by  him,  and  with  such 
A  beseeching  look  for  pardon  and  with  such  fond  gestures  — 
Uiorally  smiMithing  down  his  arms  and  his  knees  —  tokens 
of  penitence,  wiiich  were  so  graciously  received  bv  the  Dean 
aa  to  make  Dr.  Johnson  very  happy,  and  not  a  llttlo  added  to 
the  esteem  and  respect  he  had  previously  entertained  for  his 
eharaeter. 

The  next  morning  the  Dean  called  on  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
vUb  the  following  verses :  — 

**  I  lately  thought  no  man  a'ive 
Could  e'er  improve  past  forty-five. 

And  ventured  to  astcrt  it. 
The  observation  was  not  new. 
But  seem'd  to  me  so  jiut  ard  true 
That  none  could  controvert  it. 

•*  *  No,  Sir,'  says  Johnson, '  'tis  not  so ; 
*Tis  your  mistake,  and  1  can  show 

An  instance  if  you  doubt  it. 
Yoti.  who  perhaps  are  forty-eight. 
May  still  improve,  — *t  is  not  tiio  late  :— 

I  wish  you'd  set  about  it.' 

"  Knrouraged  thus  to  mend  my  faults, 
I  tum'd  his  counsel  in  mv  tiiougiits 

Which  way  1  could  apply  it ; 
Cenlas  I  knew  was  past  my  reach, 
For  who  can  learn  what  none  ran  U>acli  ? 

And  wit—  I  could  not  buy  it. 

"  Then  come,  my  fHends,  and  trv  your  skill ; 
You  may  Improve  me  If  you  will. 

(My  iMmks  are  at  a  distance)  ; 
With  you  I'll  live  and  learn,  and  then 
Instead  of  books  1  shall  read  men  ; 

So  lend  me  your  assistance. 

Dear  knight  of  Plympton"*,  teach  me  how 
To  sulfur,  with  nnclouded  brow 

And  smile  serene  as  thine. 
The  jest  uncouth  and  truth  severe  ; 
Like  thee  to  turn  my  deafest  «-ar. 

And  cahnly  drink  ray  winu. 


Thou  sav'st  not  only  skill  Is  gain'd. 
But  genius,  too,  may  be  attiiiii'd. 

By  studious  Invitation ; 
Thy  temper  mild,  thy  genius  fine, 
I'll  study  till  I  make  them  mine 

By  constant  meditation. 

Thy  art  of  pleasing  teach  me,  Garrick, 
Thou  who  reverest  odes  Pindaric  * 

A  second  time  read  o'er ; 
Oh  :  could  we  read  tJkre  backwards  too. 
Past  thirty  years  thou  shouldst  review, 

And  charm  us  thirty  mure. 

'  If  I  have  thoughts  and  can't  express  'rm. 
Gibbon  shall  U'ach  me  how  to  dress  'cm 

In  terms  select  and  terse ; 
Jones  teach  me  rao<lesty  and  Greek  ; 
Smith,  how  to  think  ;  Burke,  how  to  speak  : 

And  Beauclcrk  to  converse. 

>  Let  Johnson  teach  me  how  to  plare 
In  fairest  light  each  borrow'd  grace  ; 

From  him  I'll  learn  to  write: 
Copy  his  IVee  and  easy  style. 
And  from  the  roughness  of  his  file 

Grow,  like  himself,  polite." 


It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  reflect  on  mv  stupid  negli- 
gence to  write  down  »i>me  of  his  discour»es,  his  observations, 
precepts,  &o.  The  following  few  short  sentences  only  did  I 
ever  take  any  account  of  in  writing;  and  these,  (which  1 
lately  found  in  an  old  memorandum  pocket-boiik,  oi  ancient 
date,)  were  iradr  koon  aft  it  the  commrncement  of  nay  ac- 
quaintance with  him.  A  few  others,  indeed,  relating  to  the 
character  of  the  French  (anti,  p.  4G7.  Ac  ).  were  taken  eied 
vou,  the  day  after  his  arrival  from  France,  November  14. 
1775,  Intending  them  for  the  sub)ect  of  a  letter  to  a  fHend  in 
the  country. 

Laufikier.  —  A  gentleman  said,  "  1  think  when  a  person 
laughs  alone,  he  supposes  himself  for  the  moment  with  com- 
pany." Johnson.  "  Yes.  if  it  be  true  that  laughter  is  a 
comparison  of  self-superiority,  you  must  suppose  some  per- 
son  with  Tou."  » 

Seepticam.  —  Talking  on  the  subject  of  scepticism,  he  said, 
"  The  eye>  of  the  mind  are  like  the  eyes  of  the  body ;  they 
can  see  only  at  such  a  distance :  but  because  we  cannot  see 
beyond  this  point,  is  there  nothing  beyond  it  ?  " 

nant  qf  Memory —  Talking  of  the  want  of  memory,  he 
said.  "  No,  Sir.  it  is  not  true  ;  in  general  every  person  has 
an  equal  capacity  for  remlnisrence,  and  for  one  thing  as 
well  as  anothfr,  otherwise  it  would  be  like  a  person  com- 
plaining that  he  could  hold  silver  in  his  hand,  but  could  not 
hold  copper." 

Genius.  —  "  No.  Sir."  he  once  said,  **  people  are  not  born 
with  a  particular  aenius  for  particular  employments  or  stu- 
dies, fur  it  would  be  like  saying  that  a  man  could  see  a  grrat 
wav  east,  but  could  not  west.  It  Is  good  sense  applied  with 
diligence  to  what  was  at  first  a  mere  accident,  and  which,  by 

treat  application,  grew  to  be  called,  by  the  generality  of  maii- 
ind,  a  particular  genius." 

Imagmaiion —  Some  person  advanced,  that  a  lively 
imagination  disqualified  the  mind  from  fixing  steadily  upon 
objects  which  rr«|ulred  serious  and  minute  Investigation. 
Johnson.  "  It  is  true.  Sir,  a  vitaviuus  quick  imagination 
does  sometimes  give  a  confuted  idea  of  things,  and  which  do 
not  fix  deep,  though,  at  the  same  time,  he  has  a  capacity  to 
fix  them  in  his  memory.  If  he  would  endeavour  at  it.  It 
b«>ing  like  a  man  that,  when  he  is  running  does  not  make  ol). 
servations  on  what  he  meets  with,  and  consequently  is  not 
impressed  bv  them ;  but  he  has,  nevertheless,  the  power  of 
stopping  and  informing  himself" 

ConscicHce  and  Shame.  —  A  gentleman  was  mentioning  it 
as  a  remark  of  an  arquaintanre  of  his,  "  that  he  never  knew 
butone  person  that  was  completely  wicked."  Johnson.  "Sir. 
I  dont  know  what  you  mean  by  a  person  completely  wicked. ' 
Gkntlbman.  "  Wliy,  any  one  that  has  entlrelv  gut  rid  of  all 
shame."  Johnson.  "  How  is  he,  then,  completely  wicked  ? 
He  must  get  rid.  too.  of  all  conscience."  <;eNTLaM*x.  "  I 
think  conscience  and  shame  the  same  thing."  Johnson.  "  I 
am  surprised  to  hear  rou  say  so ;  they  spring  from  twodifferent 
sources,  and  are  distinct  perceptions  :  one  respects  this 
world,  the  other  the  next."  A  I.ady.  "  1  think,  however, 
that  a  person  who  has  got  rid  of  shame  is  in  a  fair  way  to  get 
rid  of  conscience."  Jobnsion.  "  Yes,  tls  a  part  of  the  way, 
I  grant ;  but  there  are  degrees  at  which  men  stop,  some 


a.  *  Lady  Fltsroy. ...  Miss  Reynolds.  —  .Sec  anti,  p.  79,  wh^re 
—  t  Mh  story  is  told  of  the  Duchess  of  Argyll  and  another  lady 
,-^i  if  high  rank  :  that  other  lady  was  no  doubt  the  person  erro- 
'  aanisly  designated  by  Miss  Reynolds  as  Lady  hitxroy.  She 
M^ahiy  was  Elizabeth  Crosby*  ^i^e  of  lA>rd  Augustus 
inaroy,  and  grandmother  of  the  present  Duke  of  Grafton. 
i^Caoaia. 

■  "  He  repented  just  aa  cerUlnly.  however.  If  ho  had  been 
IM  to  praiie  any  person  or  thing  by  accident  more  than  he 


thought  It  deserved  ;  and  was  on  such  occasions  comically 
earnest  to  destroy  the  praise  or  pleasure  he  had  unlnteotlon. 
ally  given."  — Piotxi.  —  Crukbr. 

^  Sir  Jnihua  Reynolds  was  born  at  Plynpton  in  Devon. 
—  CaoKsa. 

*  A  humnmus  attempt  of  Oarrick's  to  read  one  of  Cnm- 
lierland's  udes  backwards Da.  Barnaro. 

>  See  anti,  p.  MO,  about  dining  out  in  Pauion  Week — 

CaOKEB. 
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for  the  fear  of  men,  lome  for  th«  fear  of  God :  ihaine  arises 
from  the  fear  of  men,  conscience  flrom  the  fear  of  God." 

Ckaraetfra.  —  Dr.  Johnson  seemed  to  dellffht  in  drawing 
character  I  \  rnvd,  when  he  did  jki  am  dinar^^  d«ti|!ht#d  v*ttf 
oae  that  heard  him.  [nclitf^.  1  caoiiiQt  m  t  rritr  heard  him 
draw  anv  ctrfi  pi^,  thoufli  he  prof«iu«d  birnK^lf  tv  tw,  or  at 
least  to  Idce.i  jfotnf  koifi'  {ii»ti,  ^.  7«.>.  Uul  t  ha^e  remarked 
that  hts(ti«Uk^  of  aay  one  srldoin  promptMl  hliTn  tp  lAy  cnucb 
more  than  thai  l\\e  fcUo*  U  a  bkivkhfM.  a  poor  cr<stu.rt,  or 
some  such  cpkhtt. 

Benntt  Lan^ton,-  I  lb«l!  nn^  Utt^k  the  eulted  cha- 
racter hir  drew  (if  hlf  friend  Mr,  Ij,n^QD,  nor  with  wH«t 
energr,  whut  fond  dtllsht,  hp  «xpAiJAJ:«d  ta  his  praJiiP. 
giving  him  r*rrf  <!MC4.'Utfnc@  that  itnture  coulil  bnt<:^w,  and 
every  pMl>ct1oo  lh«t  huinaiiitf  ftmld  MSqtilrt-  A  Ui«r*rf 
lad  J  was  prfs^nt.  ^Iti  Hannah  Muri*,  whu  perhaps  inipirrd 
him  with  an  uidiitiuil  urdouir  to  »htnf.  which  tmk^  he  did 
with  redoubled  |iiutr».  df4ervlii;jr  him^rir  the  praltes  he  be- 
stowed :  not  biiE  1  hare  ^nen  lii^rd  him  speak  Iti  termi 
equally  lilfh  nf  Mr.  Lanitoo^  though  tuore  coD^itely  eit* 
pressi'd. 

Mra.  Tfirotf.  —  On  tht^  praises  of  Mrs.  Thrale  he  usad  to 
dwell  with  a  pectLUdr  delight,  n  pitefDal  fondneit^  expresstve 
of  conscious  tituiuititui  iti  twritig  io  itittmiiselv  acitimliited 
with  her.  Ortii  day.  In  ip«?:akliig  of  her  lo  Mr.  Harris,  antbor 
of"  Hermc'fc."  and  C!Xpiiii4tlii^  on  her  variaut  pcrtetlun*.  — 
the  solidity  of  her  virtues,  the  brniiancy  of  Ikt  wit ,  and  the 
strength  aV  her  und«7T»taiiding,  Btt,  —  bn  quoted  sotAe  tines 
(a  stanaa,  I  belief  e>  but  frora  what  tuthor  i  know  nol)«  with 
which  br  concluded  hit  mvtl  el<iquent  eiddglum,  and  of  (heHt 
I  retained  but  the  two  last  lln*s ^  i  — 

"  VirtiMt  —  of  such  a  generous  ktnd> 
Good  in  the  last  rccciHs  of  the  mliul." 

Mn.  Mmltitgti,  ^  This  brings  to  my  Tvinembriinc#  Ihe  un- 
parallelii'd  f>uli)j;1um  wh^ch  the  late  Lord  Bath  miide  on  Mrs. 
Hontagii,  (  a  latij  he  wm  inCimatrly  HcqiLabfed  wJth,)  in 
sjieaking  rif  hrr  to  Sir  Jnshui  Reynolds  His  iQrdjhip  utid, 
that  ■*  hi'  itid  not  believe  that  there  frer  *»!  ji  more  perfetl 
human  hiding  crcAtRd,  <M- ever  would  b*  cfcalLil,  thttu  Mff- 
Montagu^"  1  fE^ve  the  very  words  [  heard  fruni  Hir  Jivthua's 
mouth  ;  from  whom  alw  I  heard  thot  iae  rept<«-ed  tbi^Tp  lo 
Mr.  Burke,  otyterving;  that  Lord  Bath  could  not  have  said 
more,  atut  "  I  da  not  think  that  be  said  tfio  much,"  was  Mr, 
Burke's  reply.  1  hJiTS  mli4  k^tA  Tit,  Jobiuoei  speak  of  this 
lady  in  terms  ot  htirh  adnitrBtioi].  '^  Mir,'*  he  would  saj^ 
"  that  ladj-dierti  more  mt?*4  (R  converiaiJoti  thaii  4nf  person 
I  ever  met  with  :  Sir,  ibc  dlspLivs  such  pk>W4^rs  of  rAtiuci- 
nation^iuch  rBdJi.4tlanj  of  iatellcctual  etEellenco  as  are 
amaaingV'  (ti.  b(^.] 

JoMntQ*'f  Btiifiu'l/'iUf-  —  It  will  doubtless  appear  highly 
paradoxical  lo  the  E^hpr^litT  of  the  world  to  say,  that  few 
men,  in  his  ordinarv  dtsfiQ»kian  or  common  rrani«  of  mind, 
could  be  more  iiiDllr*ij»ive  ihaii  Dr,  Joboioo  ;  yet  sur«ly 
those  whu  knf-vr  bis  untfiMrm  lienevolence,  KOd  Its  itctuattng 
principU'i  —  iCPAdj  virtvie,  and  true  h«lifi«s  _wll|  rcadUf 
agree  wit  hi  me,,  tiiat  peww  and  good-wlU  Towatda  man  wrr« 
the  natu  faI  ent»natloni  ttf  his  heart. 

1  shall  n«ver  forfcei  the  ImprCf  ilnm  1  fti'lt  In  Dr,  Jiihuaon's 
favour,  tlic  ar»t  tlime  1  ^m  in  hh  compAny,  fHi  his  sajtng. 
that  as  lie  returoed  to  his  Iiid^)i9([<,  at  one  or  two  oVIock  lo 
the  morolng.  tie  oftt^ti  i!iwf>rMirrl)l|dren  jul^cp  on  thretbolds 
and  stall*,  and  that  liL"  umd  m  |»ut  peanlas  Itttu  their  bmids 
to  buy  them  a  break  fa^t.^ 

Hi»  Trmdtnut*  —  Whf^ii  travelling  with  a  lady  In  Devon- 
shire, in  a  post-chaise,  ■a*«T  tbe  cfaurd^yard  of  weif,  ne^r 
Turringtrm,  in  which  sh«  saw  thd  vaftltAt  moDument  of 
mitemal  afTrcUon  described  in  th«  ^  Mettmdk^  Tlo^/'  and 
heard  the  particular  drcum stances  reUtlng  to  the  subject  of 
it,  and  as  she  was  rplutlnp^  trveto  to  Dr.  Johnson,  sh(»  heard 
htm  heavfl  heavy  slffhs  and  sobs,  and  turnlniE  rqund  she  saw 
his  dear  I'nre  tuittiH  in  tpAr*.  A  rlr«umitani'«  ]i«  hod  pro- 
bably forijottcn  when  be  wrute  at  thi<  end  of  thp  manuKii|a( 
noem  wIeIi  his  correct! n[j  pen  in  red  iu.k,  "  I  know  dot  when 
I  have bi' in  so  much  affiivted,"* 

Sunday  tirvt  Scripture.  —  He  always  carried  4  religious  trea- 
tise In  his  pociiet  %m  a  8undAy,  o^d  he  uied  tcj  encourage  me 
to  relatt'  tc^  bim  thf  ^sarttcnUr  parts  of  Scripture  I  dHj  not 
understiti'i.  bi^iI  to  write  tbern  down  as  tliey  occurred  to  m« 
in  readli';^  the  Btbi«. 

Jokn$k-n'L  Rfdtotiim.'^Vihf^^  repeating  to  me  nne  daj 
Grainger  ft  "^  thi^-  on  Sntltude/'  {aMi,  p^,  fi^l,}  I  sbi]]  never 
forget  tt9»'  iruoDirdancc  of  tba  sound  of  hit  ri3ic«  with  the 

Eraiideur  nf  thiisf  imn^es  ;  nor,  indeed,  ihn  mthic  dlgtilty<if 
is  aspei't,  his  look  and  manner,  wh^n  repeatrng  subliTne  pas- 
sages. Hut  wh4t  will  very  remarkahtc,  though  hU  cadence  in 
reading    poetry   wai   su  judicious  Fj'   emphistical  as  lo  gl^e 


,  additional  force  to  tb«  srorda  uttered,  jat  in  r 

I  particoUrly  on  common  or   fkmilUr    cuti^ecC 

easays.  letters.  Ac,  nothizur  eould  be  mora  i^ 

h^ls  mannRT,  beginning  everjr  prriud  «lth  •  pot 
I  and  read  in  jT  it  «ilh  a  whine,  or  veitb  a  idnd 
strujtile  for  utterance  ;  and  this«  t^it  froOi  ae 
flnnUf ,  but  from  «  tirsage  aingiilHarltj,  Isi  rw4 
bfCBlh,  as  ir  he  bad  niado  a  resell  tttf on  Dot.  lo  f 
lud  ctoMd  the  sPiit*nce. 

Cromgci-'j  Stif^ar^ain^.  —  **  Jnbnaon'i 
gcr,  who  w.'u  f«aoing  hit  MS.p<wm  of  UMt 
will  prchhablj  ti«  ihefu^lit  mure  excuai 
to  Dr,  Ferry,  When  he  came  to  Uw  Udb  *  Sa 
Of  rata  ?  '  '  Ko  3'  Ctie4  Dr.  Jotmaosi,  wtth  fftci 
TkU  kf  retaiett  to  mte  ttimtt^  -  l&u<ghlnf  hi 
noncQit  of  Dr^  Cnlng^r's  rtfracUKr  mnai 
lisppened  I  do  ntit  know  ;  but  1  am  cevlajjii 
that  it  was  not,  as  Mr.  fiosweJl  ^nerta,  ms. 
for  they  \  Sit  Joitbua  and  Dr.  Graingffr}  wctv  B 
p*rSiirijilitj  knnwn  t&  earh  other."  ^ 

ilciiieulaUimM.  —  I  helLevn  no  one  h«*  deirrit 

« rd inn r}~  gfitures  or  antics  ^  witb   bis  band*  m 

euiajrli,  whii>n  |)iisstng  over  the  tlir^thifid  oim^a 

before  he  would  venture  to  pas«  through  am  < 

entering   Sir  Jo»hua*s  b>ou«e  wiLH    poor    iCrt, 

blind  bdv  whct  Ilt«d  wUh  him,  he  'wauld  qaft 

else  whirl  her  atMniL  oa  the  kt^fu  as   hr  wlhlrlei 

about  to  perromi  hit  g^itlculatlons  j  and  as  si 

ffniihed.  he  would  give  a  sudden   speing,  «nd  I 

eateniiv(!  tcride  over  the  threahaid,  M  If  hr  *l 

wager  how  lar  hi'  ct-uLd  stride,  Mrs.  WUli^B*  i 

lug  obout  Dutiildr  the  dtKhr,  tinl^^i  tb*  acrraai 

her  hand  to  Cirmdtict  her  Jn.  k^aviiig  Dr.  lahisiH 

at  the  parlour  dtior  m^ucb  th«^  *ain«'  e^ercis*  on 

But  It  wRj  a^i  uiiljr  at  th«  entrance  of  h  doa 

habited  furh  siTiti^e  mannniTrffs,  tiut  ■rro«f  a  ri 

street  with  company  be  has  stopped  on  a  st^dda 

I  recoiltrctHi  hi*  t«fli,  and  began  tu  perform  It  tin 

I  a  mob  round  hlip  ;  and  when  bf  ha^  fi£iist]«I  wt 

I  his  eutnp«ilon  ( who  probably  h*d  walked  «■  ^ 

',  elr  of  great   satlifActioa  thai   ha  tuKl  d«ic  hfa. 

})I9.  1  fig.  439.) 

in  common  en^u^rcm^iiti.  a*  well  aa  the  irft 
partlruHiirly  In  fe4t»  of  activity,  Ontr  dAy,  aa  IH 
In  CiuniiliMtr  r»rk  for  PailiJocik)  with  «d«i 
and  ladles,  who  wt^re  admiring  th«  cxtraiird 
some  Cif  the  treeSt  one  fA  the  gentl<fme'n  ra 
when  he  ws»  a  bOy,  he  IWUdc  nothlxig  afcUitoUl 
1  think,  was  the  phrase)  tiie  iarA't^st  ttinn.  * 
tti*qr»i  it  now,'*  replied  LVf.  Jc»lin«i?n,  wblcb  «li 
laugh  —  (h*  «M  ihert  Iwtwp*!!  flft):  aod  sixty)  ; 
ran  to  the  tree,  clung  round  the  trunfc,  »wjS  am 
branches,  and„  [  belirve,  would  havv  g^out  ki  a 
had  he  oo<  be«n  very  earae«tly  antrvated  to 
down  he  came  with  a  trlmnpfaiaiit  air,  ^^1 
motking  tffH. 

At  anothef  time,  at  a  fimtleiiuA**  a^it  to  I] 
he  and  some  comjiany  were  sitting  in  a  calcoo 
wosa  spaciauilJiwn,  it  wu  retfiMrked  u  m.  vrri 
fitr  running  s  race.  A  young  lodr  pr  vcent  bc^ 
could  outriin  any  person  ;  on  whicti  Dr.  Joboss 
§iM,  "  Uadiun,  you  cannot  oytnrn  mv  ^"  moA, 
tlic  lavQ,  thef  started.  The  lady  U  Ar»t  bri  |] 
but  Dr,  iohnion  haj>p*nlng  tu  have  •11i|i 
small  for  b1s  feet,  kit-kisi  thfm  nff  up  iatn  i 
gn>at  length  without  tticm,  leaving  thr  lAd*  ft 
and,  baring  «'on  thtr  vlctt^ry,  h«  reEumed,  trarti 
I  band.  wiUi  Invkt  of  high  exultation  and  dVltf^ht 

One  f^uuday  morning,  M  I  warn  w^iking 
TwIckenhiain  mcadriws,  he  t^^ftn  hlv  atiHcs  1 
frel  and  h&ndj  ;  with  the  latter  at  if  bo  wa*  twi 
of  a  horse  like  a  Jixkey  m  hill  ipeod,.  Bitf  u 
iiran^Q  jtoiltloDf  of  his  faeC  la  a  dJOcalt  *"fc : 
would  make  the  \iack  part  ol  hli  bettl*  toi  tooi 
his  toes,aj  tf  he  was  almtng  at 
ai  least  ih«  two  tide*  of  dOC     Th< 

were  his  gesture!  on  thiii  ijartteular  

tneadt^ws  [  do  nut  recollect,  it  U  *o  lonf  due 
remembN-  that  they  were  so  extraoftiinairy  m-^ 
and  children  gathered  round  W*n,  l^uwtalu* 
down  on  jome  logs  tti  w^kh)  by  the  N ver  sUc^a 
dtsi.4.-rs«d  i  when  be  pulled  out  of  hts  pecAf^ 
Veritntf  Reifgi&mif"  otct  which  be  iifinmjj  { 
\^-a\  rate  as  to  eiclte  the  curioilty  of  soma  pai 
lance  to  come  and  see  what  was  the  in^ttcr  «U 

HitvAfru  and  /fotirkrMu'ertli.  ^  Ai  we  mrt  ri 


>  Being  10  parti  c*«LULrly  ebgaged  as  not  lo  bn  ahle  to  attend 
to  them  tuScl^iniltT.—  Miju  Rarptotinf. 

*  And  this  at  a  time  when  he  bimj^lf  waa  lltlqg  on  pemtfet* 

^CaOKRR. 

>  Mis*  lleynolds  herself;  and  tb«  Melancholy  Tate,  wu 
probably  ■  poem  which  she  li^d  written  on  this  tfveot,  what* 
•tar  it  was.    Sw  itnfi^  p.  &i9.  —  Caoasji^ 

4  Hm  &mte,  p.  ih&,  Doswetrs  version  of  thk  tlorj^    It  doe* 


what  the  rudt 


!hith 


angpy,"  (fl*te,  p.  4S6.  a.  l.>,  but  It  aeetna  to  ban 
ihliig  on  the  same  liitiiect,  ^  CaiMtkii,  jgat.  tj^ 

■  Sea  OH^^,  pp.  43.  IGGw  XS.  43&._  C. 

*  This  eiblbltioo  occurred  during  hla  visit  ta 
in  I  rr>tv  at  the  bouse  of  tbe  Lady  to  wbosn  hm  m^ 
men^Uiocd  oiu^,  p.  lia —  Caoa^. 
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the  neadowB  that  day,  I  mnember  we  met  Sir  John  Haw- 
kiiu,  whom  Dr.  Johnaon  Memrd  ranch  rf}oiced  to  aee ;  and 
DO  wonder,  for  I  hare  often  heard  him  speak  of  Sir  John  in 
terms  expre««iT«  of  great  esteem  and  much  cordiality  of 
ftlendshlp.  On  his  asking  Dr.  Johnson  wbeo  he  had  seen 
Dr.  Hawkeswiirtb,  he  roared  out  with  great  Yefaemenf7, 
**  Hawkesworth  Is  grown  a  coxcomb,  aud  I  hare  done  with 
blm." 

Nice  ObservaUtm.  —  We  drank  tea  that  afternoon  at  Sir 
John  Hawkins's,  and  on  our  return  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
Dr.  Johnson's  minute  criticism  on  Lady  llawliins's  dress, 
with  ahnoft  every  part  of  which  he  found  fault.  It  was 
wnasing ,  so  short-sighted  as  he  was,  how  rery  observant  be 
was  of  appearances  in  dreu  and  behaviour,  nay,  even  of  the 
daportment  of  servants  while  watting  at  table.  One  day,  as 
his  man  Frank  was  attending  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  table, 
he  observed,  with  some  emotion,  that  he  hid  placed  tbe 
sidver  under  his  arm.  Nor  would  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
panv,_ blind  as  he  was  to  his  own  many  and  strange  peiu- 
liarities,  —  escape  his  animadversion  on  some  occasions.  lie 
thought  the  use  of  water-glasses  a  strange  perversion  of  the 
idea  of  refinement,  and  had  a  great  dislike  to  the  use  of  a 
pockK-handkerchief  at  meals,  when,  if  he  happened  to  have 
ocrasiun  for  one,  be  would  rise  from  his  chair  and  go  to  some 
distance,  with  his  back  to  the  company,  aud  perform  the 
operation  as  silently  as  possible. 

Carnmg.  —  Jokn$OH  at  TtMe.  —  Few  people,  I  have  heard 
him  say,  understo<id  the  art  of  eanmg  belter  than  himself; 
but  tliat  it  would  be  highly  indecorous  in  him  to  attempt  It 
In  company,  being  so  near-sighted,  that  it  required  a  suspen> 
■ion  of  his  breath  during  the  operation. 

It  must  be  owned,  indat-d,  that  it  was  to  be  regretted  that 
he  did  not  practise  a  little  of  that  delicacy  in  fating,  for  he 
appeared  to  want  breath  more  at  that  time  than  usual.  It  is 
certain  that  he  did  not  appear  to  the  best  advantage  at  the 
hour  of  repast ;  but  of  this  he  was  perfectly  unconscious, — 
owing  probably  to  his  being  totally  ignorant  of  the  charac- 
teristic expressions  of  the  human  countenMnce.  and  therefore 
lie  couU  have  no  conception  that  his  own  expressed,  when 
most  pleased,  any  thing  displeasing  to  others ;  for  though, 
wiien  particularly  directing  his  attention  towards  any  object 
to  spy  out  defects  or  perfectiims.  he  gcnerallv  succeeded 
better  than  most  men ;  partly  perhaps,  from  a  desire  to  excite 
admiration  of  his  |ierbpicacity,  of  which  be  was  not  a  little 
amiittloas— yet  I  have  heard  him  say.  and  I  have  often 
perceived,  that  he  could  not  distinguish  any  man's  iace  Italf 
a  yard  distant  from  him,  not  even  his  most  intimate  ac- 
quahntance.' 

Ummrner*.  —Dtfett  </  Sight  and  //rar/ng.  —  That  Dr. 
Johnaon  poasessed  the  essential  principles  of  p4iliteness  and 
of  good  taste  (which  I  suppose  are  the  same,  at  least  cfHi- 
enmltant),  none  who  knew  his  virtues  and  his  genius  will.  1 
tanaginc,  be  disposed  to  dispute.  But  why  they  remained 
with  Um,  like  gold  in  the  ore,  unlashioned  and  unioeo, 
except  In  bis  literary  capacity,  no  one  that  I  know  of  has 
■Bade  any  inquiry,  though  in  general  It  has  been  spoken  of  as 
an  onaccuuntable  inconsistency  in  his  character.  Much,  too, 
may  be  said  in  excuse  for  an  apparent  asperity  of  manners 
which  was.  at  times  at  least,  the  natural  ettect  of  those  inbe- 
infirmities  to  which  he  was  subicct.    His  cor- 


•  1  noufin  u  cannot  oe  saia  inac  ne 
B."  yet  it  Justly  can  that  he  was  "  in 
olent,  and  compassionate  ;  and  to  this 
er  may.  i  believe,  be  ascribed,  in  a 


poceal  defects  also  contributed  largely  to  tbe  singularity  of 
Us  manntrs ;  and  a  little  reflection  on  the  disqualifying  in- 
iuenc*  of  blindness  and  deafness  would  suggest  many  apolo- 
gies for  Dr.  Johnson's  want  of  politeness. 

The  particular  instance  I  nave  Just  mentioned,  of  his 
Inalitlity  to  discriminate  the  features  of  any  one's  lace,  de- 
serves perhaps  more  than  any  other  to  be  taken  into  consi- 
defBtloo.  wanting,  as  he  did,  tbe  aid  of  those  intelligent 
•Igoa.  or  Insiunailoiis,  which  the  countenance  displays  in 
■odial  converse ;  and  which,  in  their  slightest  dejiree,  in. 
and  regulate  the  manners  of  the  polite,  or  even  the 
•rver.  And  to  his  defective  bearing,  perhaps, 
modating  manners  may  be  equally  ascribed, 
not  only  precluded  him  from  tbe  perception  of  the 
axmcMlvo  tones  of  the  voice  of  others,  but  from  hearing  the 
bobleroos  sound  of  his  own  :  and  nothing,  i  believe,  more 
coodiiced  to  fix  npon  his  character  the  general  stigma  of  ill- 
breedinff.  than  his  loud  imperious  tone  of  voice,  which  ap- 
psuvntly  heightened  the  slightest  dissent  to  a  tone  of  harsh 
rcprooi ;  and,  witb  his  corresponding  aspect,  hud  an  intimi- 
dallng  Influence  on  those  wno  were  not  much  acquainted 
with  Urn,  and  excited  a  degree  of  resentment  which  his 
wrorda  In  ordinary  circumstances  would  not  have  provolied. 
I  have  often  heard  him  on  such  occasions  expri>ss  great  sur- 
prfie.  that  what  he  had  said  could  have  given  any  offence. 

'  t.— Under  such  disadvantages,  it  was  nut  much  to  be 
at  that  Dr.  Johnson  should  have  committed  many 
blunders  and  absurdities,  and  excited  surpiice  and  resent- 
■Bcnt  In  company ;  one  in  particular  I  remember.    Being  in 


}  2.    BY  MR.  W1CKINS.> 

Dror;p/iOfi.— Walking  one  day  with  him  In  mv  garden  at 

Lichfleid.  we  entered  a  small  meandering  shriibw-nr.  whose 
j  **  vista  not  lengthened  to  the  sight,"  gave  promise  ol^a  larger 

extent.  I  observed,  that  be  might  perhaps  conceive  thai  lie 
I  was  entering  an  extensive  labyrinth,  but  that  it  would  prote 
I  a  deception,  though  I  hopeid  niit  an  unpardonable  uiie. 
'  "  Sir."  said  he,  "  don't  teli  me  of  deception  ;  a  lie,  Sir,  is  a 
:  lie,  whether  it  be  a  lie  to  the  eye  or  a  lie  to  the  ear." 
I  r'ms.— Passing  on  we  came  to  an  urn  which  I  had  erected 
,  to  the  memory  of  a  deceased  friend.  I  asked  him  how  he 
,  hked  that  urn  —  it  was  of  the  true  Tuscan  order.    "  iilr," 

said  he,  "  I  hate  urns  '  ;  ther  ar^  nothing,  ther  mttan  nothing, 
I  convey  no  ideas  but  ideas  of  oorror  —  would  they  were  beaten 
I  to  pieces  to  pave  our  streets  ! " 

I      Cold  BaOu  —We  then  came  to  a  cold  bath.    I  expatiated 
I  upon  its  salubrity.    "  Sir,"  said  hf,  "  how  do  you  do  ?  ' 

"  Very  well.  I  thank  you,  Doctor."  "  Then.  .Sir.  let  well 
,  alone,  and  bo  content.     I  hate  immersion."    Truly,  as  FaU 


1  This  notorious  blindness  and  equally  notorious  *■  per- 
■plencity."  is  an  enigma  very  diflicult  to  solve  —  particularly  | 
as  Johnaon  never  helped  his  defective  vision  with  glasses — 
CuMtH.  1847. 

t  Dr.  Harwood  informs  me  that  Mr.  Wickins  was  a  re- 
apectable  draper  in  Lichfleid.  It  is  very  true  that  Dr.  John- 


son was  accustomed  to  call  on  him  during  his  visits  to  his 
native  town.  The  garden  attached  to  his  house  was  orna- 
mented in  the  manner  he  describes,  and  his  anecdotes,  though 
of  little  interest,  are  no  doubt  authentic.  —  Crokbk. 

^  See  a  similar  sentiment  on  the  nccasinn  of  Mr.  Myddle- 
ton's  urn  to  himself,  anttf,  p.  423.  —  Cxoxxa. 
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company  with  Mr.  Garrick  and  some  others,  who  were  un- 
known to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  was  saying  something  tending  to 
the  disparagement  of  the  character  or  of  tbe  works  of  a 
gentleman  present  — I  have  forgot  who;  on  which  Mr. 
Garrick  touched  his  fo.>t  under  the  tabln  ;  but  he  still  went 
on.  and  Gorrirk,  much  alarmed,  touched  liim  a  second  time, 
and,  i  believe,  the  third ;  at  lau  Johnson  exclaimed, "  David, 
David,  is  it  you  ?  What  makes  you  tread  on  my  toes  lo  ?  " 
This  little  anecdote,  |ierhaps,  indicates  as  much  the  want  of 
prudence  in  Dr.  Johnson  as  the  want  of  sight.  But  had  he 
at  first  seen  Garrick 's  expressive  countenance,  and  (pro- 
bably) the  embarrassment  of  the  rest  of  the  company  on  the 
occasion,  it  doubtless  would  not  have  happened. 

It  were  also  much  to  be  wished,  in  Justice  to  Dr.  John- 
son's  character  for  good  manners,  that  many  jocular  and 
iromieai  speeches  which  have  been  refiorted  bad  been  uuWil 
at  suck,  for  the  information  of  those  who  were  ULftcquaiuted 
with  him. 

General  Character.  —  Though  it  cannot  be  said  that  he 
was  "  in  manners  gentle/ 
affections  mild."  benevoii 
combination  of  character  may, 

great  measure,  his  extraordliuu-y  celebrity  ;  bis  being  beiield     i 
as  a  phenomenon  or  wonder  of  the  age. 

And  yet  Dr.  Johnson's  character,  singular  as  It  certainly     ' 
was  from  the  contrast  of  his  menUl  endowments  »lth  tiie     { 
roughness  of  his  manners,  was.  I  believe,  perfectly  natural     i 
and  consistent  throughout ;  and  to  those  who  were  Inti- 
mately acquainted  with  him  must,  I  imagine,  have  appeared     ' 
so.    For  being  totally  devoid  of  all  deceit,  f^ee  from  every     | 
tinge  of  afliectation  or  ostentation  and  unwarned  by  any  vice, 
bis  singularities,  those  strong  lights  and  shades  that  »o  peru- 
liarly  distinguish  bis  character,  may  the  more  easily  be  traced     I 
to  their  primary  and  natural  causes.  i 

The  more  luminous  parts  of  Ills  character,  —  his  soft  aflV-c-     I 
tions,  and  I  should  suppose  his  strong  intellectual  powers,  at 
least  tbe  dignified  charm  or  radiancy  of  them.  — must  be  al-     | 
lowed  to  owe  their  origin  to  his  strict,  his  rigid  iirinciples  of 
religion  and  virtue  i  and  the  shadowy  parts  of  his  character,     I 
bis  rough,  uiuuxommodating  manners,  were  in  general  to  be     | 
ascribed  to  those  corporeafdefects  thit  I  have  already  ob- 
served naturally  tended  to  darken  bis  perceptions  of  wlut 
may  be  called  "  propriety  "  and  "  impropriety  "  in  general 
conversation ;  and  of  course  in  the  ceremonious  or  artificial 
sphere  of  society  gave  his  deportment  so  contrasting  an  aspvct 
to  the  apparent  softness  and  general  uniformity  of  cultivated 
manners. 

And  perhaps  the  Joint  influence  of  these  two  prlirevel 
causes,  nis  intellectual  excellence  and  bis  corporeal  defect*, 
mutually  contributed  to  give  his  manners  a  greater  degree 
of  harsnness  than  they  would  have  had  if  only  under  the 
influence  of  one  of  them  —  the  imperfect  perceptions  of  the 
one  not  unfrequently  prixlucing  misconceptions  In  the  other. 

Besides  these,  many  other  equally  natural  causes  concurred 
to  constitute  the  singularitv  of  Dr.  Johnstm's  character. 
Doubtless,  tbe  progress  of  his  education  had  a  double  ten- 
dency to  brighten  aud  to  obscure  it.  But  I  must  observe, 
that  this  obscurity  (implying  only  his  awkward  uncouth  ap- 
pearance, his  Ignorance  of  toe  rules  of  politeness.  &c.)  would 
nave  gradually  disappeared  at  a  more  advanced  (leriud,  at 
least  could  have  had  no  manner  of  influence  to  the  prejudice 
of  Dr.  Johnson's  character,  had  it  not  been  associated  witb 
those  corporeal  defects  above  mentlnned.  But,  unhappily, 
his  untaught,  uncivilised  manner  seemed  to  render  every 
little  inde<:orum  or  impropriety  that  he  committed  doubly  in- 
decorous and  improper. 
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•taflr  saf  •,  the  Doctor  "  would  have  a  sort  of  alacrity  at 
sinking."! 

TAc-  I'enusde'  Med/eit,—Vpon  the  margin  stood  [a  cast  of] 
lhi»  Venus  de'  Medicis  — 

"  So  stand*  tlio  statue  that  enchaota  the  world." 

"  Throw  hf r."  »aid  he.  "  into  the  pond  to  hide  her  naked' 
nes»,  and  tu  cool  her  lasclriousnets." 

Sylran  Idea$.  —  He  then,  with  some  difflcultv,  tqucexed 
hititscirinto  a  root-house,  when  his  eje  caught  the  fullowing 
lines  from  Pamell :  — 

"  Go  seiircb  among  your  idle  dreams, 
Your  busy,  or  your  rain  extremes. 
And  find  a  life  of  equal  bliss. 
Or  own  the  next  b^an  in  this." 

The  Doctor,  however,  not  possessing  any  tylvan  ideas, 
seemed  not  to  admit  that  heaven  could  be  an  Arcadia. 

Some  Good  every  Day.— I  then  observed  him  with  Hercii. 
l«>an  strength  tugging  at  a  nail  which  he  was  endeavouring 
to  extract  from  the  hark  of  a  plum  tree ;  and  having  accom- 
plished it.  he  exclaimed.  "  There.  Sir,  I  have  done  tome  good 
to-day  ;  the  tree  might  have  festered.  I  make  a  rule.  Sir,  to 
do  some  good  every  day  of  my  life." 

Sleme's  Sermonf. —Returning  through  the  honse,  he 
steppetl  into  a  small  study  or  book  room.  The  first  book  lie 
Uid  hU  hands  upon  was  Harwood's  >  "  Liberal  Translation 
or  thr  New  Testament."  The  passage  which  first  caught  his 
ev  o  W4S  from  that  sublime  apostrophe  in  St.  John,  upon  the 
raiding  of  Lasanis,  "  Jeaua  wept ;  *'  which  Harwood  had 
conceitedly  rendered  "  and  Je«u«,  the  Saviour  of  the  world, 
burst  into  a  flood  of  tears, 
book  aside,  exclaiming, 
Stt'rne's  Sernious.    "  Sii 

others  ?  "  "  Yes,  Doctor  ;  I  read  Sherlock,  Tillotson,  Beve- 
ridge,  and  others.*'  •*  Ay,  Sir,  there  you  drink  the  cup  of 
salvation  to  the  bottom';  here  you  have  merely  the  flroth 
from  the  snrfacw." 

SfiaAspearf't  Mulberry  Vtue.  Garriek.  —  Within  this 
room  stood  the  Shakspearean  mulberry  vase,  on  a  |>edestal, 
giv«>n  by  me  to  Mr  Garrlck,  and  which  was  recently  sold, 
with  Mr.  GarHrk's  gems,  at  Mrs.  Garrick's  sale  at  Hampton. 
The  Doctor  read  the  Inscription :  — 

"  Sacred  to  SHARSPSAas, 

And  in  honour  of 

David  OAaaicK,  Esq. 

The  Ornament  —  the  Reformer 

Of  the  British  SUge.*'3 

"  Ay,  Sir ;  Davy.  Davy  loves  flattery ;  but  here.  Indeed, 
you  have  flattered  him  as  he  deserves,  paying  a  Just  tribute 
to  his  merit." 


ana  .lesus,  loe  aaviour  oi  me  wuria, 
ars."  He  contemptuously  threw  the 
g,  "  Puppy  I "  I  then  showed  him 
Jir,"  said  he,  "do  you  ever  read  any 


$  3.   BY   MR.  GREEK,    OF   LICHFIELD.* 

Dr.  Kippit.  Royal  Soa'ety.  —  Dr.  Brockleshy,  a  few  days 
before  the  death  of  Dr.  Johnson,  found  on  the  table  Dr. 
Kippls'«  account  of  the  Di&putes  of  the  Royal  Society.  Dr. 
Johnson  inquired  of  his  phy»ician  if  he  had  read  it,  who  an- 
swered in  the  negative.  "  You  have  sustained  no  loss.  Sir. 
It  is  poor  stufl*.  indned.  a  sad  unscholar-like  performance.  I 
could  not  have  believed  that  that  roan  would  have  written  so 

Dr.  JFrtwrn.— When  some  of  Johnson's  friends  desired  to 
cull  in  Dr.  Warren,  he  said,  they  might  call  In  any  body 
thf  V  pleased ;  and  Warren  was  called.  At  his  going  away, 
"  You  liave  come  in,"  said  Dr.  Johnson,  •'  at  the  eleventh 
hour ;  but  you  shxll  be  paid  the  same  with  your  fellow, 
labourers.  FrancU,  put  into  Dr.  Warren's  coach  a  copy  of 
the  '  English  PoeU.'  "    (aiitf,  p.  800.)  —  C. 

Fear  of  Death.— Some  years  before,  some  person  in  a  com- 
pany at  Salisbury,  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  was  one,  vouched 
for  the  company,  that  there  was  nobody  in  it  afraid  of  death. 
— "  Speak  for  yourself.  Sir,"  said  Johnson,  "  for  indeed  I 
am."  "  I  did  not  say  of  dying,"  replied  the  other ;  ♦•  bat  of 
death,  meaning  its  consequences."  "  And  so  I  mean,"  re- 
joined the  Doctor  ;  "  I  am  very  seriously  alVaid  of  the  con- 
sequences." 


S  4.    BY   THE   REV.    MR.  PARKER.* 

Stow  ma.  —  Dr.  Johnson's  friendship  for  Mrs.  Eliiabeth 
Aston  commenced  at  the  palace  in  Licbfleld,  the  residence 


I  A  misMke ' 
-  Crokee. 


he  was  a  good  swimmer.    See  ante,  p.  524. 

a  The  reader  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  Doctor  Edward 
Harwood.  anli,  p.  506.,  \%  not  to  be  confounded  with  Dr. 
Thomas  Harwood,  the  historian  of  Lichfield.  — Crokbe. 

.u'  T^'?  I*,*®  ^fl  *°  *'"'  coUec"on  of  Thomas  Hill,  Esq.,  of 
the  Adelphi.  _  Wrioht. 

'•  See  an/ff,  p.  490.  —  C. 


of  Mr.  Walmesley :  with  Mrs.  Gastrel  he  b«c 
in  London,  at  the  house  of  her  broclier-in-b 
During  the  Doctor's  Rnnnal  TlsiCs  to  his  < 
Lucy  Porter,  he  spent  much  of  his  time  at  S 
Mrs.  Gastrel  and  Mrs.  Elixabeih  Acton  resic 
the  daughters  of  Sir  Thomas  Aston,  of 
Cheshire,  of  whom  it  is  said,  that  being  ap| 
account  of  his  family,  to  Illustrate  the  blst< 
he  replied,  that  "  the  title  and  estate  had 
father  to  son  for  thirtv  generations,  and  that 
were  neither  much  richer  nor  much  poore 
at  first." 

Dr.  Hunter.    Mitt  Seward He    used 

Hunter,  [p.  7.]  master  of  the  fVee  gnunmar  s 
that  he  never  taught  a  boy  in  his  lifie— lie  m 
learned.  Hunter  was  a  pompo«u  man,  an 
the  school  without  his  gown  and  cassock, 
dressed.  He  had  a  remarkablj  stem  look,  i 
said,  he  could  tremble  at  the  ai^bt  of  Miss 
so  like  her  grandfather. 

Lives  qf  the  Poets.— -Wn.  Gastrel  was  « 
Hervey's,  in  London,  at  the  time  that  Johi 
the  Rambler ;  the  printer's  bqj  would  often 
to  their  house,  and  wait  while  he  wrote  off 
press  in  a  room  full  of  company.  A  greai 
Lives  of  the  Poets  was  written  at  Stow  Ilill 
by  one  of  the  windows,  which  was  f^reqoentl 
five  or  six  ladles  engaged  in  work  or  con' 
Gastrel  had  a  very  valuable  edition  of  Bailer 
which  he  often  referred.  She  told  him  th 
said  that  he  had  made  poetry  of  no  Talue 
*'  Why.  my  dear  lady."  replied  he,  "  If  sllv^  i 
the  less  valuable  for  a  good  scouring.'* 

ClinUting. — A  large  party  had  one  day  beec 
the  Doctor  at  Stow  Hill :  the  dinner  waited 
usual  hour,  and  the  company  were  about  to 
Johnson  appeared  at  the  great  foite ;  he  stoo 
in  deep  contemplation,  and  at  length  began 
having  succeeded  in  clearing  it,  advanced  w 
towards  tlie  house.  On  his  arrival  Mrs.  Gs 
"  if  he  had  forgotten  that  there  was  a  small  | 
sengers  by  the  side  of  the  carriage  entran 
dear  lady,  by  no  means,"  replied  the  Docto 
mind  to  try  whether  I  could  climb  a  gate  noi 
when  I  was  a  lad." 

Cato's  SoUUmuy.  —  One  day  Mrs.  Gastrel  s 
repeat  to  him  Cato's  soliloquy,  which  she  we 
correctly.  The  Doctor,  after  a  psuise,  as 
"  What  was  to  bring  Cato  to  an  end  ?  **  $1 
knife.  "  No.  my  dear,  it  was  not  so.**  **  M« 
It  was  a  knife.''  ••  Why,  aunt  Polly's  knil 
was  a  dagger,  mv  dear."  He  then  aaked  hes 
"  bane  and  antidote,"  which  she  was  unable 
Gastrel  said,  "  You  cannot  expect  so  young 
the  meaning  of  such  words."  He  then  »»M. 
many  pence  are  there  In  sigpencef*  **  I  o 
was  the  half-terrlHed  renly.  On  this,  addrei 
Mrs.  Gastrel,  he  said,  "Now,  my  dear  lady,  < 
more  ridiculous  than  to  teach  a  child  Cato'i 
does  not  know  how  many  pence  there  are  in  i 

Charity The  ladies  at  Stow  Hill  would 

bukc  Dr.  Johnson  for  the  indiscriminate 
charity  to  all  who  applied  fur  it.  **  There  wi 
said  one  of  them,  *'  to  whom  you  yesterday  gw 
why  she  was  at  church  to-day  In  long  slcevs 
"  Well,  my  dear,"  replied  Johnson,  **  and 
woman  pleasure,  why  should  she  not  wear  th 

Gilbert  WalmetUv.  —  He  had  long  promls 
Walmesley's  epitaph,  and  Mrs.  W.  waited  C 
erect  a  monument  to  her  husband's  memory : 
however,  one  of  the  Doctor's  few  flings,  pr^ 
finished ;  he  was  engaged  upon  it  in  hts  I 
when  the  physicians,  at  his  own  request,  infa 
danger,  he  pushed  the  papers  from  before  1 
was  too  late  to  write  the  epitaph  of  another, 
so  soon  want  one  himself.'^ 


5  5.  BY  MRS.  ROSE.? 
The  Dockers.— Dr.  Mudge  used  to  relate 
Dr.  Johnson's  quick  discernment  into  char 
he  was  on  a  visit  to  Dr.  Mudge  at  Plymouth 
of  the  Dock  (now  Devonport)  were  very  dV 
town  being  supplied  with  water,  to  effect  whli 
sary  toobuin  the  consent  of  the  Corporatioi 

>  The  following  anecdotes  are  told  bv  Mi 
the  relation  of  Mrs.  Aston  and  her  sister.  —  C 

*  There  must  be  some  mistake  here,  -1  Wa 
1751 .  Surely  they  were  not  33  years  waltin«^ 
—  Crokee.  1847.  • 

7  Mrs.  Rose,  who  has  obligingly  oommnnica 
dotes,  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Farr,  of  Pl«i 
dsughter-io-Uw  of  Dr.  Johnson's  old  friend 
Chiswick .  —  Crok  CR.  ^^ 
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UiU  «at  obttlnatrly  reAjtml,  (he  Dock  being  coniidered  u 
an  upstart.  And  h  rivaJ,  Alderman  Tctlcht^r,  who  took  a  vrry 
•trong  itait.  calipd  one  moriiinj;,  and  iromediatelr  opened  on 
Che  lubjea  to  Dr.  Johnion,  who  appeared  lo  gfvc  great  at- 


tention, and.  when  the  alderman  had  ceased  speaking,  replied, 
••  Yoti  are  ticrfectly  right,  Sir  ;  1  would  lot  the  rogue*  die  or 
thirst,  for  I  hate  a  Doclier  from  mv  heart."  The  old  man 
went  awar  quite  delighted,  and  told  all  his  acquaintances 
how  completelT  "  the  great  Dr.  Johnson  was  on  hit  side  of 
thequettlou."' 

Cmtummff.  Rtdiemie.  ~  It  was  after  the  publication  of  the 
Uves  of  the  Poets  that  Dr.  ¥an,  beiny  engaged  to  dine  with 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  mentioned,  on  coming  in,  that,  in  his 
way,  be  h«l  se«ii  a  c.-iri«iturf,  wiiit-h  he  thought  cleTor,  o( 
the  nine  muses  flogging  Dr.  Johnson  round  Parnassus.  The 
admirers  of  Cray  aiMl  utlien,  who  thought  their  fnvourites 
h^irdly  treati-u  in  the  Lives,  were  laughing  at  Dr.  Farr  s 
wxouiit  of  the  print,  wlien  Dr.  Johnson  was  himself  an- 
nounced. Dr.  Farr  being  the  only  stranger.  Sir  Joshua 
Inlrofluced  him,  and,  to  Dr.  Fnrr's  infinite  cmbKrris»rocnl, 
repeated  what  ho  had  just  been  telling  them.  Johnson  was 
not  at  ali  surly  on  the  occasion,  but  said,  turning  to  Dr.  Farr, 
••  Sir,  1  am  Terv  glad  to  bear  (his.  I  hope  the  day  will  never 
arrive  when  I  khall  neither  l>e  the  object  of  calumny  or 
ridinile,  for  then  I  »hall  be  neglected  and  forgotten."' 

"  Fiddle-df-dee."  —  It  was  near  the  close  of  his  life  that 
two  young  ladles,  who  were  warm  admirers  of  his  works,  but 
hud  never  seen  himM'lf.  went  to  Bolt  ('ourt,  and,  asking  If 
he  was  at  home,  were  ithown  up  sUirs  when;  ho  was  writing. 
He  laid  down  hi*  pen  on  their  entrance,  and.  as  tliey  stiiod 
before  bim,  one  of  the  females  repeated  a  xpeech  of  some 
length,  previously  prepared  tor  the  occasion.  It  w-is  an 
rnihualastlc  clhision.  which,  wlicn  the  spi-alier  had  finished, 
she  panted  for  her  idoPs  reply.  Wliat  was  her  inortilication 
when  ail  he  said  was, "  Fiadie-de-def,  my  dear." 

UapUjf.  —  Much  pains  were  taken  by  Mr.  ilayley*s  friends 
to  pievall  on  Dr.  John«on  to  read  •'  The  rniimphs  of 
Temper,**  when  it  wa«  in  its  seiiith  :  at  last  he  conM'nted, 
but  never  got  beyond  the  two  tirtt  iwges,  of  which  he  uttered 
a  few  words  of  contempt  that  I  have  now  forgotten.  They 
were,  however,  carried  to  the  author,  who  revenged  himself 

a'  portraying  Johiiiinn  as  Humble  in  his  comedy  of  "  The 
ausdlcitmi"  and  subsequently  he  publisheil,  without  his 
name,  a  "  DLilogne  in  the  Shades  between  Ix)rd  Chetterflcld 
and  Dr.  Johnson,"  more  distinguished  for  malignity  than 
wit.  Being  anoiiymous,  and  possessing  very  little  merit,  it 
fell  still-bom  n-om  the  press.    Sec  an/e,  p.  773. 

Mrt.  Uuntitpu.  Lord  Lyttittan —  Dr.  John«on  sent  his 
"  Life  of  lx>rd  I.vUelton  "  in  MS,  to  Mrs.  Montagu.  wh«i  was 
tnncb  dlssatitfled  with  it,  and  thought  her  friend  every  way 
iraderrated  ;  but  the  Doctor  made  no  nkeratioii.  When  he 
■ubseqiienily  made  one  of  a  pnrty  at  Mrs.  Montagu**,  he  aii- 
drcsstd  bis  liostess  two  or  three  times  alter  dinner,  with  a 
»lew  to  engage  her  in  conversation  :  receiving  only  c<il<l  iind 
brief  annwers,  he  sdld,  in  a  low  voice,  to  {general  Paoli.  who 
■at  next  him.  ari<l  who  told  me  the  storv,  '*  You  see,  Sir,  I 
am  no  longer  the  man  for  Mrs.  Mont.-igu.'^* 

Fawounte  CoupUt.  —  Mrs.  Piozzi  related  to  me,  that  when 
Dr.  Johnson  one  day  ob:>erved,  that  poets  In  general  preferred 
■ome  one  couplet  th«>y  had  written  to  anv  other,  she  replieti, 
that  she  did  not  lupiKxe  he  had  a  favourite ;  he  told  her  the 
was  mistaken  —  he  thought  his  licst  linvs  were :  — 

'*  The  enciimber'd  oar  scarce  leaves  the  hostile  coast. 
Through  purple  billitws  and  a  floating  host." 


}C.    BY  MR.  BAHCLAY. 

••  Mr.  Barclay  ',  from  his  connection  with  Mr.  Thrale,  had 
aeveral  o|>portiiiiities  of  meeting  .ind  conversing  with  Dr. 
Johnson.  On  his  bectnning  a  psirtner  in  the  brewery.  John- 
vm  advised  him  not  to  allow  his  commercial  purkuits  to 
divert  his  atteuti«m  from  his  studies.  '  A  mere  literary  man,' 
■aid  the  I>N.-tor, '  is  a  dull  man ;  a  man,  wh(»  is  solely  a  man 
of  business.  U  a  wljUh  man  ;  but  when  literature  and  rom- 
Bierre  are  united,  they  make  a  rftjuctabU  man.* 

**  Mr.  Barclay  saw  Johnson  ten  days  lieforc  he  died,  when 
the  latter  observed.  '  That  they  should  never  meet  more. 
Have  you  any  objertion  to  rereive  an  old  roan's  ble-f ing  ?  ' 
Mr.  Barclav  knelt  down,  and  Johnson  gave  hiro  hU  blessing 
with  great  lervencr. 

"  Mr.  Barclajr  had  never  observed  any  rudeness  or  violence 
oo  the  part  of  Johnson. 


•  Thi«  htory  i*  told  by  Mr.  BoswhU,  and  commenti-d  upon 
bj  Mr.  Blakeway  {anli,  p.  Ii8.),  as  if  Dr.  Johnson  had  icrt* 
ntttlu  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  contest;  whereas  Dr. 
Mudge.  more  naturally,  represents  him  uflat:ering,  with  an 
Ironical  vehemence,  the  prejikiices  of  the  worthy  alderman, 
who  ii  known,  from  other  circiinistauces,  to  have  been  of  a 
very  znUout  disposition.  —  Chokkb. 

*  This  was  his  uiiunl  deeUratinn  on  all  such  occa>ii>ns.  If 
Johnson  had  been  an  amateur  author,  abuse  and  even  criticism 
wotdd  no  d4iiil»t  have  given  him  p.iin,  but,  to  an  author  hy 
pmfeft^ion  niid  one  who.  for  so  many  >cart,  had  litvd  by  his 
|N*D,  the  gii-ateat  mi^furtuiie  would  bv  neglix-t ;  for  his  daily 


"  He  has  seen  Boswell  lay  down  his  knife  and  fork,  and 
take  out  bis  tablets,  in  order  to  register  a  gtMid  anecdote. 

"  When  Juhn>on  pnKeeded  to  the  dining-room,  one  of  Mr. 
Thrale's  servants  handed  him  a  wig  of  a  smarter  description 
than  the  one  he  wore  in  the  morning ;  thi>  exchange  took 
place  in  the  hall,  or  passage.  Julinkon,  like  many  other 
men,  was  always  in  much  better  humour  <tfler  dinner  than 
b^i/rt" 


i  7.  BY  THE  RIGHT  HON.  W.  WINDHAM. 
Understandhig  that  a  Journal  kept  by  the  late  Mr.  Wind- 
ham contained  some  particulars  reliting  to  Dr.  JoIiiikou,  I 
applied  to  my  friend  Admiral  Windham,  that  gentleman's 
nephew  and  heir,  for  permission  to  see  the  Journal,  whit  h 
the  Admiral  most  reaclily  granted  ;  but  a  genileinan  (Mr. 
Thomas  Amyot).  to  whose  can*  the  p^iper*  hud  U'cii  prC' 


Amyot).  to  whose  can*  the  p^iper* 
viously  consigned,  with  a  view  to  bis  writing  the  life  of 
Mr.  Windham,  declined  to  favour  me  with  thi*  desintl 
information.  From  auother  quarter,  howi'ver,  I  liave  iM-eii 
enabled  to  preM>nt  the  reader  with  the  following  extructs 
made  from  the  original  Journal,  before  (as  1  suppose;  it 
was  confided  to  Mr.  Amyot.  Mr.  Amyot  afterwards  com- 
municated some  extracts  from  tlie  Journal  to  Mr.  Wright, 
but  they  do  not  appear  to  Im>  so  full  as  those  with  wbicii  I 
was  favoured.  —  CaoKER,  l(<31^47. 

Frum  21s/  to  SOM  Aunuat.  MM.  —  This  interval  va$  pastrd 
by  Mr.  Wtudkam  in  a  circuitt*u* Jimmcy  lo  Atkltouru,  trkfn 
Me  paid  a  hmU  qf  a  few  days  to  hit  friend  Dr.  Joknton,  [«n! 
ante,  pp.  7M— 786.],  and  hat itreterved  the  Jollowing  uiiuutct 
of  their  eonfertattoHM,  under  the  tiiteqf^'  JahntoMt^tna." 

Amutement — "  The  principle  ofall  amusement  if  to  beguile 
time  and  to  fill  the  interval  between  active  thoughts  and 
perfect  vat^uity." 

Homer — *'  The  source  of  every  thing,  either  in  or  out  of 
nature,  that  can  serve  the  purpose  of  poetry,  is  to  be  found 
in  Homer ;  —every  s|iccie«  of  distress,  every  modification  of 
lien  lie  character,  battles,  ttorins,  ghosts,  incantations,  &o." 

Trantlation  from  the  Ureek.  — "  Much  credit  it  due  to  the 
first  tran<$lators  of  (ireek  authors,  (irievius  and  BentHlictuk 
give  the  palm  to  Sir  Thomas  More,  amongall  thetraii»iatoi«i 
of  Liician." 

(Mvtsry — "  Dr.  Johnson  said,  he  hail  never  read  throujfii 
the  OJy»«>*y  completely  in  the  original." 

Juhnton'i  Jtrtt  Declamation.  —  "  Anecdote  of  his  first  de- 
clainatiun  at  College,  that  having  neglected  to  write  it  till 
the  morning  of  his  tieing  to  repeat  it,  and  having  only  one 
riipy,  he  got  [lart  of  it  by  heart,  while  he  was  waikinit  Into 
the  Hall,  and  the  rest  he'repeated  a<  well  as  he  could  cKtem- 
jKire." 

The  Ramci  —  "  Anecdote  of  his  tutor,  who  told  them  llint 
the  Ramei.  ttic  followers  of  Ramus,  were  so  called  Ironi 
Itainut,  a  liow."  * 

Juhutim'i  Idlencu — "  Description  of  him.>elf  as  very  idle 
.-ind  regleetiiil  of  his  studies." 

Latin — "  His  opinion,  that  I  could  not  name  above  live  of 
my  college  acquaintance  who  read  I^atiii  with  ea^e  sutiicient 
to  make  it  pleasurable.  Thedifllcultie*  of  the  laugu.tge  over- 
power the  de«ire  of  reading  the  author." 

''  That  he  read  Latin  with  as  much  eati-  wh«-u  he  went  lo 
colleite  n»  at  j)ru>eiit." 

"  That  a  yfar  or  two  elapsed  between  "  his  quitling  sclioul 
and  going  to  college. 

Thomat  llfarnc.  —  "  His  opinion  of  tiiat  fact  ol  Thniiia.s 
Hearne,  tliut  he  had  never  been  in  Loiulnn." 

Orid't  J-'atti.  iVottim.  Wood.  —  "  Ki-commendcil  the 
rciding  the  Fasti  of  Ovid,  — aiko  Wottun,  ai>dWi>o«i  ou 
Homer." 

Orid  and  ri'rgiV.  — "  Commcnde<l  Ovid'*  description  of 
the  death  of  Hercules  — doubt (>d  whether  Virgil  would  not 
have  loaded  tiie  de>«*ription  with  tcMi  many  line  words  ;  that 
Virgil  would  sometime*  dare  verba." 

Stylet — "  ()piiil«m  that  there  were  three  ways  in  whi<h 
writing  might  tie  unnatural ;  by  lieiiig  bombattte  and  ahove 
nature  —  (^'rfi-dand  bi:»ide  it.  fringing:  events  w  ith  ornaments 
which  nature  did  not  atford— or  trcdA-  and  In-Iow  natiiri'. 
Tliat  neither  of  the  first  would  please  long.  That  the  third 
mlKlit  indeed  pleate  a  good  while,  or  at  least  many  ;  lH>raiiiii> 
imlM-cility.  and  (Oitsequeotly  a  love  of  iinliccility.  might  Ik* 
found  In  many." 

A  (itH'd  Uork.  —  "  Baretti  hail  told  him  of  »ome  Italian  ' 
author,  who  s..id  that  a  good  worli  mu»t  1m-  that  with  whirli  | 
the  vulgar  were  |>leasc«l,  and  of  which  the  learned  rouKi  tell 


bread  de|'cnde<t  on  the  seiMntlon  his  worku  might  creaii*.  . 
This  observation  would  be  found  applicable  to  many  otlirr  ' 
cases. —  Chokek.  > 

'*  HolM-rt  Barrl.iy.  F.fq.  of  Bury  Hill,  near  Dcrk'ng.  from  j 
whom  Mr.  Markland  derivnl  these  memoranda  in  1)H43.  dii-d  I 
hi  Kil,  at  an  advanci>d  age —  C'ruklk. 

*  Sic  in  the  MS.  before  me.  as  well  as  In  that  to  which  Mr.     I 
Wright  h:ul  ai-c-i'ii:  no  doniK  an  error  of  Mr.  Windham'it 
own  p«-n  for  bungh  ;  but  the  blunder  of  the  tutor  corrotmrates 
wh:it  ik  ftaid  ante  (p.  13.)  of  Mr.  Joiden'*  sciutty  literature. 
—  raoKEK. 
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whT  it  pleased— that  it  moit  be  able  to  employ  the  learned, 
and  deutn  the  idle.  Chevy  Chaae  plea*ed  the  vulgar,  but 
did  not  satisfy  the  learned  \  it  did  not  fill  a  mind  capable  of 
thinking  strongly.  The  merit  of  Shakspeare  was  such  as  the 
Ignorant  could  take  in,  and  the  learned  add  nothing  to." 

*'  Stat  magni  nomtniM,"  ^e "  Stat  mag»i  nomitiit  umbra 

he  would  construe  as,  umbra  guar  est  magminoutmis,  hoc  e$t, 
ceUbrata." 

ColUge  Tutor.  — "Tif<ififd**H  lurm,  s«j  wXtiiu  iH^, 
(the  oiRr  of  the  Syren  to  Ulysses)  any  man  who  can  promise 
that  to  another  will  preserve  his  respect."  —  A|q>lied  to  a 
college  tutor. 

Rowf's  Luam . — "  Opinion  of  Ro we's  translation  of  Luean, 
that  It  would  have  been  improved.  If  Rowe  bad  had  a  couple 
of  years  to  render  it  less  paraphrastical." 

Tenses.  —  "  Suspicion  that  the  old  grammarians  have  given 
us  from  analitgy  more  modification  of  tenses  than  were  ever 
usrd .  Remembers  but  one  Instance  of  the  second  future,  vis. 
tv(S,  in  Josephus.  and  three  of  the  optative,  if  I  recollect,  of 
the  preterite  middle— one  of  them  in  Hetind." 

Firgil.—"  The  firstfemale  warrior  is  the  Camilla  of  Virgil." 

"  Vast  change  of  the  Latin  language  from  the  time  of 
Lucretius  to  Virgil ;  ~.  greater  than  known  In  anv  other,  even 
the  French.  I'he  story  of  Dido  is  tn  Ovid's  Fasti,  alio  of 
Mesentius.  Virgil's  invention,  therefore,  is  less  than  sup* 
po«ed.  '  Take  from  his  what  is  in  Homer,  what  do  you  leave 
him  ?  •  "  [ant^.  p.  A&9  ] 

University.—"  Great  advantage  of  a  university,  that  a  person 
lives  in  a  place  where  hii  reputation  depends  on  bis  learning." 

Nervous  Fif«/.— "Argumentabout  that/r«/  which  persons  on 
great  heights  supoose  themselves  to  have  of  a  wish  to  throw 
themselves  down. ' 

Delitescence."^-^  "  The  idea  of  delitescence  is  one  of  those 
that  please  the  mind  in  a  billy  country." 

Torpfseence "Much  of  the  faculties  ofthe  mind  lost  in  it." 

Wartou.—"  Qui  stupel,  in  Statitu,  applied  to  Joseph  War- 
ton's  aamiration  of  fine  passages.    His  taste  is 


Latin.—"  The  pretensions  of  the  English  to  the  reputation 
of  wriilng  I^tin  is  founded  not  so  much  on  the  specimens  in 
that  wav  which  they  have  produced,  as  on  the  quantity  of 
talent  diffused  through  the  country.*' 

Ertuntms.  —  "  Erasmus  appears  to  be  totallv  ignorant  of 
science  and  natural  knowlediie.  But  one  Italian  writer  is 
mentioned  in  Erasmus;  whence  Jwlmson  coujectured  that 
he  did  not  undersund  Italian." 

Turnpike  Roads — "  Opinion  about  the  eJEfrctof  turnpike 
roads.  Every  place  communicating  with  each  other.  Before, 
there  were  cheap  places  and  dear  places.  Now  all  refuges 
are  destroyed  for  elegant  or  genteel  poverty.  Want  of  such 
a  last  hope  to  supfiort  men  in  their  struggle  through  life,  how- 
ever seldom  it  might  be  resorted  ta  Disunion  of  families 
by  furnishing  a  market  to  each  man's  abilities,  and  destroying 
the  dependence  of  one  man  on  another." 

Septevber  1st.  —  "  Left  Ashbourne  at  half-past  one,  having 
gone  with  Dr.  Johnson,  in  the  morning,  to  prayers.  Re- 
gretted, upon  reflection,  that  I  had  not  staid  another  day  i 
which  1  should  have  done  if  I  bad  not  waited  to  be  asked,  or 
had  not  contrived  that  my  intention  was  not  known." 


{  8.  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Donne  v.  Pope.  —  The  late  Mr.  Crauford,  of  Hyde  Park 
Corner,  being  engaged  to  dinner,  where  Dr.  Johnson  was  to 


be.  resolved  to  pay  his  court  to  bfm  ;  and,  hi 
be  preferred  Donne's  Ssttires  to  Pope's  veni) 
"  Do  you  know.  Dr.  Johnson,  that  I  HI 
original  Satires  better  than  Pope's."  Johot 
Sir,  1  cant  help  that." 

Music.  King  David —  Miss  Johnson,  oim 
nieces  (afterwards  Mrs.  Deaoe),  was  dinfD] 
tucle's  with  Dr.  J<^nson  and  a  large  patty : 
happening  to  turn  oa  music,  Johnson  gpoHL 
tuously  of  that  art,  and  added,  "  that  no  i 
whose  mind  was  capable  of  better  Uilnis, 
could  devote  his  time  and  attencioo  to  so  Mh 
pursuit."  The  young  lady,  who  waa  very 
whispered  her  next  neighbour,  **  I  wonder  w 
thinks  of  King  David.^  Johnson  overhcer 
great  oood  humour  and  complaoeney,  said.  "■ 
you ;  I  stand  rebuked  before  you,  and  proa 
subject  at  least,  you  shall    never  heau-  m 

PteasureqfHumUngf  — The  honours  oft 
Cambridge  were  once  performed  Co  Dr.  J 
Watson,  afterwards  Bishop  of  UandalT,  and  C 
Chemistry,  ke.*  After  having  spent  the  m 
all  that  was  worthy  of  notice,  the  safe  dined  a 
table,  which  was  surrounded  by  various  pen 
to  see  so  remarkable  a  character,  but  the  i 
favourable ;  he  had  been  wearied  by  his  pn 
and  would  not  talk.  After  the  party  had  dl 
"  I  was  tired,  and  would  not  take  the  troi; 
have  set  them  right  upon  several  subfects,  8 
the  gentleman  who  said  be  could  not  in 
pleasure  could  be  derived  firom  bunting. . 
because  roan  feels  his  own  vacul^  less  in  a 
at  rest." 

Johnson  in  a  Stage  Coach .  —  Mr.  Wnitan 
Wellesboume,  in  Warwickahire,  mentions 
when  a  young  man,  performed  a  stage-coei 
Dr.  Johnson,  who  took  his  place  in  the  * 
with  a  little  book,  which  hb  companloai  aoc 
be  Lucian :  he  occasionally  threw  it  aaide, 
remark  made  by  his  fellow-travellers,  and  i 
knowledge  and  eloquence  in  a  full  stream.  t( 
astonishment  of  bis  auditors.  Accidentally, 
which  attracted  bim  was  the  digestive  Cacuftl 
whence  he  branched  olT  aa  to  the  poweis 
various  species  of  animals,  discoveitna  sui 
formation,  that  this  particular  point  mlf  ht 
posed  to  have  formed  his  espectal  study,  am 
every  other  subject  started.  The  strength 
was  not  less  astonishing  than  hla  eloquence ; 
various  authors,  either  in  the  support  of  hi 
or  to  confute  tnose  of  his  companions,  aa  i 
parently  as  accurately,  sm  If  the  works  had  b 
The  coach  halted,  as  usual,  for  dinner,  whfa 
a  deeply  interesting  business  to  Johnson.  \ 
attaclied  a  dish  of  stewed  carp,  uains  his 
feeding  himseir.s 

"  Pilpim's  Progress."  —  Bishop  Percy  wi 
a  verv  intimate  footing  with  Dr.  Johnson, 
one  nay  took  Percy's  little  daughter  *  upm 
asked  her  what  she  thought  of  "Pllgrim^s  P 
child  answered  that  she  had  not  read  it.  "  ) 
Doctor ;  "  then  I  would  not  give  one  farthin 
he  sec  her  down  and  took  no  further  notice  c 
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S  I.   BY  MR.  WINDHAM. 

The  following  Interesting  Account  of  Mr.  Windham's 
Conversations  with  Dr.  Johnson  a  few  Days  before  his 
Death,  is  extracted  from  the  Journal  before  mentioned.  — 
Croker. 

Tuesday.  December  7.  1784.  —  Ten  minutes  past  2,  P.  m.  — 
After  waiting  some  short  time  in  the  adioining  room.  I  was 
admitted  to  Dr.  Johnson  in  his  bedchamber,  where,  after 
placing  me  in  the  chair  next  him  (he  sitting  in  his  usual 

Elace,  on  the  east  side  ofthe  room,  and  I  on  his  right  hand), 
e  put  into  my  hands  two  small  volumes  (an  edition  of  the 

>  This  word  is  not  In  his  Dictionary.  It  means  here  no 
doubt  seclusion  —  hiding  one's  self.  — Crokbr. 

«  Dr.  Watson  was  a  fellow  of  Trinitr.  See  amti,  p.  167., 
a  very  different  account  of  one  errning  at  Trinity:  but 
both  may  be  true  of  diflTerent  evenings.  The  visit  to  Cam- 
bridge occurred  in  Feb.  1765.  —Crokbr. 


New  Testament),  saying,  "  Extremum  hoc  i 
habeto." 

He  then  proceeded  to  observe  that  I  was  < 
life  which  would  lead  me  deeply  into  all  the 
world :  that  he  did  not  condemn  dvi]  emplo 
it  was  a  sUte  of  great  danger,  and  that  he  ha 
piece  of  advice  earnestly  to  impress  upon  me 
apart  every  seventh  day  for  the  care  of  my*i 
day,  the  seventh,  should  be  employed  in  rrpt 
amiss  in  the  six  preceding,  and  forClfring  m 
six  to  come.  That  such  a  portion  of  time  « 
enough  for  the  meditation  of  eternity. 

s  Mr.  Boswell,  ante,  p.  7M.,  mentiona  anoil 
which  Dr.  Johnson  surprised  his  accidental  c 
stage-coach  with  the  force  of  his  oouversatia 
ness  of  his  appetite.  —  Crokbr. 

*  Afterwards  Mrs.  Isted,  of  Ecton.  North 
Crokbr. 
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He  then  told  me  that  he  had  a  request  to  make  to  me ; 
namely,  that  I  would  allow  hU  aenrant  Frank  to  look  up  to 
me  at  hit  Mend,  advUer,  and  protector,  in  all  diflicuitiet 
which  hit  own  weakneu  and  imprudence,  or  the  force  or 
fraud  of  others,  might  brlns  him  into.  He  lald  that  he  had 
left  him  what  he  considered  an  ample  provision,  vis.  seventy 
Doands  per  annum  ;  but  that  even  that  sum  might  not  place 
him  above  the  want  of  a  protector,  aud  to  me,  therefore,  he 
recommended  him  as  to  one  who  had  will,  and  power,  and 
•etivity  to  protect  him.  Having  obtained  my  assent  to  this, 
be  proposed  that  Frank  should  be  called  in ;  and  desiring  me 
to  take  him  by  the  hand  in  token  of  the  promise,  repeated 
before  him  the  recommendation  he  had  Just  made  of  him,  and 
the  promise  I  had  given  to  attend  to  it 

I  then  took  occasion  to  say  how  much  1  felt  —  what  I  had 
lone  fbreseen  that  I  should  feel— regret  at  having  spent  so 
Uttie  of  my  life  in  bis  company.  I  stated  this  as  an  instance 
where  resolutions  are  deferred  till  the  occasions  are  past. 
For  some  time  past  I  had  determined  that  such  an  occasion 
«r  sdf-reproach  should  not  subsist,  and  had  tniilt  upon  the 
hope  of  passing  in  his  societv  the  chief  part  of  my  time,  at 
the  moment  when  it  was  to  be  ^>prehended  we  were  about 
to  lose  him  for  ever. 

I  had  no  difficulty  in  speaking  to  him  thus  of  my  appre- 
hensions. I  could  not  help,  on  the  other  hand,  entertalnlne 
liopes,but  with  these  I  did  not  like  to  trouble  him,  testhe  should 
conceive  that  I  thought  it  necessary  to  flatter  him :  he  an- 
swered hastily,  that  he  was  sure  I  would  not ;  and  proceeded 
to  make  a  compliment  to  the  manliness  of  mr  mind,  which, 
whether  deserved  or  not,  ought  to  be  remembered,— that  it 
may  be  deserved. 

I  then  stated,  that  among  other  neglects  was  the  omission 
oi  introducing  of  all  topics  the  moat  important,  the  conse- 
quence of  which  particularly  filled  my  mind  at  that  moment, 
and  in  which  I  had  often  been  desirous  to  know  his  opinions ; 
the  suMects  I  meant  were,  I  said,  natural  and  revealed  reli- 
gion. The  wish  thus  generally  sUted,  was  in  part  gratified 
on  the  Instant  For  revealedf  religion,  he  said,  there  was 
soeh  historical  evidence,  as,  upon  any  subject  not  religious, 
would  have  left  no  dounc.  Had  the  facts  recorded  in  the 
New  Testament  been  mere  dvil  occurrences,  no  one  would 
have  called  in  question  the  testimony  by  which  they  are  es- 
tdillsbed ;  but  the  importance  annexed  to  them,  amounting 
to  nothfaig  less  than  the  salvation  of  mankind,  raised  a  cloud 
la  our  minds,  and  created  donbu  unknown  upon  any  other 
subject.  Of  proofs  to  he  derived  from  history,  one  of  the 
most  cogent,  be  seemed  to  think,  was  the  opinion  so  well  au- 
thenticated, and  so  long  entertained,  of  a  deliverer  that  was 
to  appear  about  that  time.  Amone  the  trpical  represenu- 
tlons.  the  sacrifice  of  the  Paschal  Lamb,  in  which  no  bone 
was  to  tte  broken,  had  early  struck  his  mlrid.  For  the  imme- 
diate life  and  miracles  of  Christ,  such  attestation  as  that  of 
the  apoetles.  who  all.  except  St.  John,  confirmed  their  testi- 
mony with  their  blood  —  such  belief  as  these  witnesses  pro- 
cured from  a  people  best  fUmished  with  the  means  of  Judging, 
and  lesM^t  disposed  to  Judge  (hvourably— such  an  extension 
aftn-wards  of  that  belief  over  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
though  originating  from  a  nation  of  all  others  most  despised, 
leave  no  doubt  that  the  things  witnesi 


_  witnessed  were  true, 
and  were  of  a  nature  more  than  human.  With  respect  to 
evidet.ce.  Dr.  Johnson  observed,  that  we  had  not  such  evi- 
dence that  Cesar  died  in  the  Capitol,  as  that  Christ  died  in 


Dreaubfr  11.  — Went  with  Sir  Joshua,  whom  I  took  up 

S'  the  way,  to  see  Dr.  Johnson.  Strahan  and  Langton  there, 
o  hopes  ;  though  a  great  discharge  bad  taken  place  from 
the  legs. 
DfcembfT  12.  —At  about  half  past  seven  p.  m.  went  to  Dr. 
's,  where  I  stayod,  chiefly  in  the  outer  room,  till 


past  elrven.    Strahan  there  durine  the  whole  time  ;  during 
part    Mr.  Houle ;   and  Utterly  Mr.  Cruikshanks   and   the 

2|Mitbecsry.  I  only  went  in  twice,  for  a  few  minutes  each 
me :  the  first  time  I  hinted  only  what  they  had  before  been 
urging :  namely,  that  he  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  take 
*t»me  »ustenance,  aiid  desisted  upon  his  exclaiming,  "'Tis  all 
very  childish  ;  let  us  hear  no  mure  of  it."  The  second  time 
I  came  in,  in  cooseouence  of  a  consultation  with  Mr.  Cruik- 
shMiksand  the  apothecary,  and  addressed  him  formally,  after 
premising  that  I  considered  what  I  was  going  to  say  as  matter 
of  duty ;  I  said  that  1  hoped  he  would  not  suspect  me  of  the 

1  h  appears  in  this  Journal  that  Mr.Wlndham  Uboured 
occasionally  under  a  nervous  anJ  inrlecd  morbid  hesitation 
to  do  even  the  commonest  things,  and  used  to  lose  hours  and 
dnjrsin  deliberating  whethpr  he  should  do  this  or  that  trifling 
thing.  This  was  hypochondriasis :  and  he  used  to  call  ft 
the  feel  which,  hu  said,  ramK  over  him  on  these  occasions. 
(See  «*lr,  p.  617.)  —  CaoKxa  1847. 

*  Sec  oislr,  p.  166.    That  more  importance  may  not  be 

Cen  to  this  transaction  than  it  deserves,  it  must  be  recol- 
tfd.  that  Johnsim  fancied  that  his  attendants  were  treating 
blm  with  a  timid  leniency,  merely  to  spure  him  pain,  —  a 
notion  which  Irritatrd.  at  once,  his  love  of  life,  his 
animal  courage,  and  his  high  moral  principle.  We  have  al- 
ready seen  (m/^,  p.  494.)  Uiat  when  in  health  he  had  said, 
"  Wkoewer  is  tffratd  qf  any  thhte  i$  a  tcoundrel ;  "  and  now, 
In  the  same  feeling,  and  the  same  words,  he  censures  the 


weakness  of  importuning  him  to  take  nourishment  for  the 
purpose  of  prolonging  nis  life  for  a  few  hours  or  days.  1 
then  sUted  what  the  reason  was.  it  was  to  secure  that  which 
I  was  persuaded  he  was  most  anxious  about ;  namely,  that 
he  might  preserve  his  faculties  entire  to  the  last  moment. 
Before  I  had  quite  stated  mv  meaning,  he  interrupted  me  by 
saying,  that  he  had  ref\isea  no  sustenance  but  inebriating 
sustenance ;  and  proceeded  to  give  instances  where,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  wishes  of  his  phvslcian,  he  had  taken  even 
a  small  quantity  of  wine.  I  readily  assented  to  any  objec- 
tions he  might  have  to  nourishment  of  that  kind,  and  observ- 
ing that  milk  was  the  only  nourishment  I  intended,  flatter*^ 
myself  that  I  had  succeeded  in  my  endeavours,  when  he  re- 
curred to  his  general  refusal,  and  "  begged  that  there  miglit 
be  an  end  of  it."  I  then  said,  that  I  hoped  he  would  forgive 
my  earnestness,  or  something  to  that  ef»ct,  when  he  replied 
eagerly,  that  from  me  nothlne  could  be  necessary  by  way  of 
apology ;  adding,  with  great  fervour,  in  words  which  I  shall, 
I  hope,  never  forget,  "  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Windham, 
through  Jesus  Christ ;  "  and  concluding  with  a  wish  "  that  we 
might  [share]  in  some  humble  portion  of  that  happini>ss 
which  God  might  flnallv  vouchsafe  to  repentant  sinners." 
These  were  the  last  words  I  ever  heard  him  spesdi.  1  hurried 
out  of  the  room  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  and  more  affected 
than  I  had  been  on  any  former  occasion. 

December  13 In  the  morning  meant  to  have  met  Mr. 

Cruikshanks  in  Bolt  Court;  but  while  1  was  deliberating) 
about  going,  was  sent  for  by  Mr.  Burke.  Went  to  Bolt 
Court  about  half  past  three,  found  that  Dr.  Johnson  had 
been  almost  constantly  asleep  since  nine  in  the  morning,  and 
heard  from  Mr.  Desmoulins  what  passed  in  the  night.  He 
had  compelled  Frank  to  give  him  a  lancet,  and  had  besides  con- 
cealed in  the  bed  a  pair  of  scissors,  and  with  one  or  the  other 
of  them  had  scarified  himself  in  threw  places,  two  of  them  in 
the  leg.  On  Mr.  Desmouliiu  making  a  dilBi-ulty  in  giving 
him  the  lancet,  he  said,  **  Don't,  if  you  hare  any  scruple ;  but 
I  will  compel  Frank: "and  on  Mr.  Desmoulins  attempting 
afterwards  to  prevent  Frank  from  giving  it  to  him,  and  at 
last  to  restrain  his  band,  he  grew  very  outrageous,  so  as  to 
call  Frank  scoundrel,  and  to  threaten  Mr.  Desmoulini  that 
he  would  stab  him  *  ;  he  then  made  the  three  incisions  above 
mentioned,  two  of  which  were  not  unskilfully  made;  but 
one  of  those  in  the  leg  was  a  deep  and  ugly  wound,  from 
which  they  suppose  him  to  have  lost  at  least  eight  ounces  of 
blood. 

Upon  Dr.  Heberden  expressing  his  fears  about  the  scarifi- 
cation. Dr.  Johnson  told  him  he  was  UmidormmtimidiuhHvs. 
A  few  days  before  his  death,  talkina  with  Dr.  Brocklesby,  he 

.....  ...  de    ■    " 


eight  grains  of  squills,  when  you  recommended  only  three? 
Dr.  Heberden,  to  my  having  opened  my  left  foot,  wh^n  na- 
ture was  pointing  out  the  discharge  in  the  right?"  Theccm- 


versation  was  introduced  by  his  quoting  some  lines,  to  the 
same  purpose,  from  Swift's  verses  on  his  own  deatli.' 

It  was  within  the  same  perloti,  If  1  understood  Dr.  Brock- 
lesby right,  that  he  enjoined  him,  as  an  honest  man  and  a 
physician,  to  inform  him  how  long  he  thought  he  liad  ti>  live. 
Dr.  Brocklesby  inquired,  in  return,  whether  he  had  firmness 
to  bear  the  answer.  Upon  his  replying  that  he  had,  and  Dr. 
Brocklesby  limiting  the  time  to  a  few  weeks,  he  said,  '*  that 
he  then  would  trouble  himself  no  more  with  medicine  or 
medical  advice : "  and  to  this  resolution  he  pretty  much  ad- 
hered. 

In  a  conversation  about  what  was  practicable  in  medicine 
or  surgenr,  he  quoted,  to  the  surpriie  of  his  physicians,  the 
opinion  oi  Marchettl  for  an  operation  of  extracting  (I  think) 
part  of  the  kidney.  He  recommended  for  an  account  of 
China,  .Sir  John  Mandeville's  Travels.  Holyday's  Notes  on 
Juvenal  he  thought  sn  highly  of  .is  to  have  employed  himself 
for  some  time  in  traoslatiufi  ttiem  into  Latin.  , 

He  insisted  on  the  doctrine  of  an  expiatory  sacrifice  as  the 
condition  without  which  there  was  no  Christianity  (ante, 
p.  Zn. };  afid  urged  in  support  the  twiief  entertaintil  in  all  aires, 
and  by  all  nations,  barbarous  as  well  as  polite.  He  lecom- 
mended  to  Dr.  Brocklesby,  also,  Clarke's  Sermons  {anti, 
p.  807-),  and  repeated  to  him  the  passage  which  he  had  spoken 
of  to  me. 

While  airing  one  day  with  Dr.  Brocklesby.  in  passing  and 
returning  by  St.  Pancras  church,  he  fell  into  prayer,  and 
mentioned,  upon  Dr.  Brucklesby's  inquiring  why  the  Catho- 

cowardly,  as  he  thought  them,  apprehensions  of  his  at- 
tendants. It  might  be  wished  that  in  such  circumstances  he 
had  spokeu  and  acted  with  less  im|>atience;  iMit  let  us  not 
forget  the  excuses  which  may  t>e  drawn  from  the  natural  in- 
firmity of  his  temper,  exasperated  by  the  peevishness  of  a 
long  and  painful  disease.  —  CaoKia. 

'  "  The  doctors,  tender  of  their  fnme. 

Wisely  on  one  lay  all  the  blame : 
*  We  mutt  confets  his  case  was  nice. 
But  he  would  never  take  advice  ; 
Had  he  been  ruled,  for  aught  appears, 
He  might  have  lived  thete  twenty  years ; 
For  when  we  opened  him  we  found 
That  all  his  vital  parU  were  sound.* "  — 

Crokbx. 
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lies  chose  that  for  thdr  burring  place,  that  »ome  Catholics, 
in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  had  been  burnt  there.^  Upon 
Dr.  Brocklesby't  asking  him  whether  he  did  not  Teel  the 
warmth  of  the  sun,  he  quoted  from  Jurenal  — 

'♦  Prasterea  minimus  gelldo  jam  in  corpore  sanguis 
Febre  caiet  solA."  *  — 

Dfcembcr  13 Forty-flve  minutes  past  ten  v.  M — While 

_  I  received 


writing  the  preceding  articles  —  I  received  the  fatal 
BO  long  dreaded,  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  no  more ! 

May  those  prayers  which  he  incessantly  poured  from  a  heart 
fraught  with  the  deepest  devotion,  find  tbeir  acceptance  with 
Him  til  whom  they  were  addressed  —  which  piety,  so  humble 
and  so  fervent,  mav  seem  to  promise  ! 

December  18. —  For  some  days  no  work  of  any  sort  has 
been  done.  1  cannot,  indeed,  say  that  all  the  time  has  been 
mis-spent ;  much  of  it  has  been  employed  In  performing  the 
last  duties  of  respect  and  affection  to  the  great  man  who  is 
gone. 

December  2ft  —  A  memorable  day  ;  the  day  which  saw  de- 
posited in  Westminster  Abbey  the  remains  of  Johnson. 


5  2    BY  SIR  JOHN  HAWKINS. 

{Extracted from  his  Life  qf  Johnson,  pp.  564-6.) 

A  few  days  after  the  remnant  of  the  Ivy-lane  Club  had 
dined  with  him  [Feb.  17841,  Dr.  Johnson  sent  for  me,  and 
informed  me  that  he  had  discovcreti  In  himsoir  the  symptoms 
of  a  dropsy ;  and.  Indeed,  his  very  much  increased  bulk,  and 
the  swollen  appearance  of  his  legs,  seemed  to  Indicate  no  less. 
He  told  me.  that  he  was  desirous  of  making  a  will,  and  re- 
quested me  to  bo  one  of  his  executors  :  upon  my  consenting, 
he  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  meant  to  make  a  provision 
for  his  servant,  Frank,  of  about  70L  a  year  for  his  life,  and 
concerted  with  me  a  plan  for  investing  a  sura  sufflclent  for 
the  purpose :  at  the  same  time  he  ofiened  to  me  the  state  of 
his  circumstances,  and  the  amount  of  what  he  had  to  dispose 
of. 

In  a  visit  which  I  made  htm  in  a  few  days,  in  consequence 
of  a  very  pressing  request  to  see  me,  I  found  him  labouring 
under  great  dejection  of  mind.  He  bade  me  draw  near  him, 
and  said  he  wanted  to  enter  into  a  serious  conversation  with 
me ;  and,  upon  my  expressing  a  wiUlnKness  to  join  in  It,  he, 
with  a  look  that  cut  me  to  the  heart,  told  mo  that  he  had  the 
pros])cct  ofdeath  before  him.  and  that  he  dreaded  to  meet  his 
Saviour.'  I  could  not  but  he  astonished  at  such  a  declaration, 
and  advised  him,  as  I  had  done  ouce  before,  to  reflect  on  the 
course  of  his  life  and  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  cause 
nfreligionand  virtue,  as  well  by  his  example  as  his  writings  ; 
to  which  he  answoroii,  that  he  nad  written  as  a  philosopher, 
but  had  not  lived  like  one.  In  the  estimation  of  his  oflfences, 
he  rcasonotl  thus :  "  Every  man  knows  his  own  sins,  and  also 
what  grace  he  has  reslstexi.  But.  to  those  of  others,  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  committed,  he  is  a 
stranger :  he  is.  therefore,  to  look  on  himself  as  thfi  Rreatest 
sinner  that  he  knows  of."  -*  At  the  conclusion  of  this  argu- 
ment, which  he  strongly  enforced,  he  uttered  this  passionate 
exclamation,  —  "  Shall  I,  who  have  been  a  teacher  of  others, 
myself  be  a  castaway  ?  " 

Much  to  the  same  purpose  passed  between  us  in  this  and 
other  conversations  that  I  had  with  him ;  in  all  which  I  could 
not  but  wonder,  as  much  at  the  freedom  with  which  he  opened 
his  mind,  and  the  compunction  he  seemed  to  f-'cl  for  the  errors 
of  his  past  life,  as  I  did  at  his  making  choice  of  me  for  his  con- 
fessor, knowing  full  well  how  meanly  qualified  I  was  for  such 
an  office. 

It  was  on  a  Thursday  (IDth  February)  that  I  had  this  con- 
versation with  him  ;  and  here,  let  not  the  supercilious  lip  of 
scorn  protrude  itself,  while  1  relate  that,  he  declared  his  in- 
tention to  devote  the  whole  of  the  next  day  to  fasting,  humili- 
ation, and  such  other  devotional  exercises  hs  became  a  man  in 
ills  situation.  On  the  Saturd^iy  foilowinK  I  made  him  a  visit, 
and,  ufion  entering  his  room,  observed  in  his  couiitnuancc  such 
a  screnitv,  as  indicJited  that  some  remarkable  crisis  of  his 
di.<>order  liad  produced  a  change  in  his  feelings.  He  told  me 
tiiat.  pursuant  to  the  resolution  he  had  mentioned,  he  had 

t  It  has  been  said  that  this  preference  arises  from  a  belief 
that  special  services  are  performed  for  persons  burled  at  St. 
Pancras,  In  a  church  of  the  same  nai»e  In  the  South  of 
France ;  but  I  learn,  from  unquestionable  authority,  that  it 
rests  upon  no  foundation,  and  tiiat  mere  prrfudice  exists 
amongst  the  Roman  Catholics  in  favour  of  this  church,  as  is 
the  case  with  respect  to  other  places  of  burial  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom Markland. 

3    "  Add  that  a  fever  only  warms  his  veins. 

And  thaws  the  little  bl>)od  that  yet  remains." 

—  GirroRD. 

5  This,  and  other  expressions  of  the  like  kind,  which  he  ut- 
tered to  me,  should  put  to  silence  the  Idle  reports  that  he 
drmded  annihilation. —  Hawkins. 


spent  the  preceding  day  In  an  abctracticMPi  fn 
concerns  ;  that,  to  prevent  Interrupdoa.  be  hat 
ing,  ordered  Prank  not  to  admit  anv  one  to 
better  to  enforce  the  charge,  had  added  tbea 


gradi 
fikei 


"  For  your  roaster  Is  preparlnir  himaelf  to  d 
mentioned  to  me,  that,  in  the  course  ofthis  exc 
himself  relieved  from  that  disorder  which  had 
him,  and  was  become  very  oppreMing.  tfa 
dual  evacuation  of  water  to  the  amount  of  i 
like  insunce  whereof  he  had  never  before  exp 
asked  me  what  I  thotuht  of  it. 

I  was  well  aware  of  the  lengths  that  super 
Ihuslasm  will  lead  men,  and  how  ready  sofine  i 
favourable  evenu  to  supernatural  causM.  an 
might  savour  of  presunaption  to  say  that,  in 
God  had  wrought  a  miracle ;  yet,  as  divines  re 
dicpensations  of  his  providence,  recorded  in  tl 
the  denomination  of^  returns  of  prater,  and  h 
is  now  the  same  as  ever.  I  thouf^ht  it  would  bi 
criminal  to  ascribe  his  late  relief  to  causes  i 
and  Uiat  the  safer  opinion  was,  that  be  b 
humbled  himself  before  his  Maker.  He  aeon 
in  all  that  I  said  on  this  important  subfeet 
times,  while  1  was  discourstnir  with  him,  cri 
wonderftil,  very  wonderful ! " 

His  seal  for  religion,  as  manifested  in  hi 
conversation,  and  the  accounts  extant  that  s 
have  induced  the  enemies  to  his  memory  to  ta 
perstition.  To  that  charge  I  oppose  his  bd 
occasion,  and  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  sob 
persons,  whether  such  an  unexpected  event 
mentioned  would  not  have  prompted  a  reall 
man  to  some  more  passionate  exdamatloo  U 
"  wonderful." 

[T*!*  ri-lief,  extraordinarp  a*  ft  teas,  Jokms. 
"  was  onl^  a  reprieve,'*  —  the  disreue  retwrmtK 
renewed  the  tulOect  qf  the  toiU.  pp.  MO.  698.] 

Ills  complaint  still  increasing,  I  continuei 
to  make  a  will ;  but  he  still  procrastinated  tha 
the  27/A  (tf  November,  in  the  raomlng,  I  wei 
with  a  purpose  still  farther  to  urge  him  not  t< 
by  dying  intestate,  for  litigation  among  his 
finding  that  he  was  gone  to  ftass  the  day  wit] 
Strahan,  at  Islington,  1  followed  him  thither,  j 
our  old  friend  Mr.  B viand,  and  Mr.  Hoole.  I 
down,  he  said,  that  the  prospect  of  the  changi 
to  undergo,  and  the  thought  of  meeting  his  Sa 
him,  but  that  he  had  hope  that  be  would  not  i 

I  then  began  to  discourse  with  him  about  fa 
provision  for  Frank,  till  he  grew  angry.  H< 
he  had  signed  and  sealed  the  paper  I  left  hhn  : 
I,  had  blanks  in  It,  which,  as  it  seems,  vou  ha' 
with  the  names  of  the  executors.     "  You  sb< 


Ith  the  names  of  the  executors.  "  You  sb< 
them  up  yourself,"  answered  he.  I  replied,  t 
would  have  looked  as  if  I  meant  to  prevent 
filter  person.  "  Sir,"  said  he.  "  these  minor 
to  t)e  exercised  in  matters  of  such  importaao 
length  he  said  that  on  his  return  home  be  wf 
clerk,  and  dictate  a  will  to  him.  **  You  wiU 
"  be  mops  conti/ii ;  rather  do  it  now.  With 
permission.  I  will  be  his  guest  at  dinner  ;  an 
will  please  to  hold  the  pen,  I  will,  in  a  few  wo 
a  disposition  of  your  estate  as  you  shall  dire 
assented  ;  but  such  a  paroxysm  of  the  asthma 

Crcvented  our  going  on.    As  the  fire  bume< 
imself  relieved,  and  grew  cheerful.    ••  The  fit, 
very  sharp;  hut  1  am  now  easy." 

A  Her  I  had  dictated  a  few  lines.  I  told  him.  I 
form  of  wills  contained  a  profession  of  the  faith 
and  that  he  being  a  man  of  eminence  for  lear 
it  would  aflbrd  an  Illustrious  example,  and  we 
to  make  such  an  explicit  declaration  of  his  1 
obviate  all  suspicionu  that  he  was  any  other  th 
He  thanked  me  for  the  hint,  and,  calling  for  i 
a  slip,  that  I  had  In  my  hand  and  gave  him, 
words :  —"  I  humbly  commit  to  the  Infinite  an 
ncss  of  Almighty  (Jod,  my  soul  polluted  with  n 
as  1  hope,  purified  by  repentance,  and  redcrn 
by  the  death  <if  Jesus  Cnrist '  ;  "  and,  retui 
said,  "  This  I  commit  to  your  custody." 
Upon  my  calling  on  him  fur  directions  to  p 

4  I  find  the  above  sentiment  in  "  L.aw*s  Se 
Devout  and  Holy  Life,"  a  book  which  Johnsot 
versant  with.  anH  oilen  commended — Haw^t 

»  The  will  of  the  other  great  luminaty  of 
Burke,  Is  throughout  strikingly  characteritti 
doubt  chiefiv  drawn  up  by  bhnself.  Those  ^ 
memory  will  read  with  satisfaction  the  openii 
**  First,  according  to  the  ancient,  good,  and  lai 
of  which  my  heart  and  understandhuf  rewgn^M 
1  bequeath  my  soul  to  Cud,  hoping  (or  his  mer 
only  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Chi 

LAND. 
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methatliU  Tathrr,  inthRCOurworhUtradeorabookfeller.had 
li«coini>  bankrupt,  and  that  Mr.  William  Innyt  had  a«>lsted 
him  with  money  or  credit  to  continue  his  tnuineas.  "  This," 
anid  he.  "  I  coniider  aa  an  obligation  on  me  to  be  gratefUl  to 
hia  descendant*,  and  I  therefore  mean  to  give  2001.  to  his  re- 

Ireicntative."  He  then  meditated  a  devise  of  his  house  at 
.Icbfleld  to  the  corporation  of  that  city  for  a  charitable  ui e  ; 
but,  it  being  ft-echold,  he  said,  "  I  cannot  lire  a  twelvemonth, 
and  the  last  statute  of  mortmain  stands  in  the  way :  I  roust, 
therefore,  think  of  some  other  disposition  of  it."  His  next 
consideration  was,  a  provision  for  Frank,  concerning  the 
amount  whorenf  1  fmmd  he  had  been  consulting  Dr.  Brock* 
lesby,  to  whom  he  had  put  this  question,  "  What  would  bv  a 
proper  annuity  to  bequeath  to  a  favourite  servant  ?  "  The 
doctor  answered,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  master  were 
the  truest  measure ;  and  that,  in  the  case  of  a  nobleman,  iMV. 
a  year  was  deemed  an  oileqimtc  reward  for  many  ynars' 
faithful  service.  "  Then  shall  I,"  naid  Johnson,  "  be  itoAf/i«- 
Umut  i  for  I  mean  to  leave  Frank  7U/.  a  year,  and  I  desire 
Tou  to  tell  bbn  so."  And  now,  at  the  making  of  the  will,  a 
device,  eauivalent  to  such  a  provision,  was  therein  inserted. 
The  residue  of  bis  estate  and  effects,  which  took  in.  though 
he  intended  itiint,  the  house  at  Lichfield,  he  bequeathed  to  his 
executors,  in  trust  for  a  religious  a»sociation;  which  it  Is 
needless  to  describe. 

Having  executed  the  will  with  the  necessary  formalitiea.  he 
would  have  come  home  ;  but  being  pressed  bv  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Scraban  to  stay,  he  consented,  ana  we  all  dined  together. 
l>9wards  the  evening  he  grew  cheerful ;  and  1  having  promived 
to  t^e  him  in  my  coach.  Mr.  Strahau  and  Mr.  Kyiaud  would 
accompany  him  home.  In  the  way  thither  he  ap|ieared  much 
at  ease,  and  told  stories.  At  eight  I  set  him  down,  and  Mr. 
Strahan  and  Mr.  Byland  betook  tliemselves  to  their  res[icctive 


Smmday.  Nov.  28M.  I  saw  him  about  noon :  he  was  dozing ; 
but  waking,  be  found  himself  in  a  circle  of  his  friends.  Upon 
opening  his  eves,  he  said,  that  the  prospect  uf  his  dissolution 
was  verv  terrible  to  him,  and  addressed  himself  to  us  all,  in 
n«tfly  these  words  :  "  You  see  the  state  in  which  I  am ;  con- 
flicting with  bodily  pain  and  mental  distraction :  while  you 
are  in  health  and  strength,  labour  to  do  g(K>d,  and  avoid  evil, 
if  ever  you  hope  to  escape  the  distress  that  now  uppresies 
me.** 

A  little  while  after,  —  "  1  had,  very  early  in  my  life,  the 
aecds  of  goodness  in  me:  I  had  a  love  of  virtue,  and  a  re> 
for  religioi 


religion  ;  and  these,  I  trust,  have  brought  forth 
Jn  me  fruits  meet  for  repentance ;  and,  if  1  have  repented  as 
lought,  I  am  forgiven.  I  have,  at  times,  entertained  a  loatlu 
Ing  of  sin  and  of  myself,  particularly  at  the  beginning  of  this 
rear,  when  I  had  the  prospect  of  dftath  before  me  ;  and  this 
Boa  not  abated  when  my  fears  of  death  have  been  less ;  and, 
at  these  times,  I  have  had  such  rays  of  hope  shot  into  my  soul, 
aa  have  almoat  persuaded  me  that  I  am  in  a  stale  of  rcconcl- 
Uation  with  God." 

idtk.  Mr.  Langton,  who  had  spent  the  evening  with  htm, 
reported,  that  his  hopes  were  incrr.-ued,  an<l  that  he  was 
aiucb  cheered  upon  being  remiudi>d  of  the  general  tendency 
of  his  writings,  and  of  his  example. 

301k.  I  saw  him  in  the  evening,  and  found  him  cheerful. 
Was  informed  that  he  had,  for  his  dinner,  eateu  heartily  of  a 
French  duck  pie  and  a  pheasant. 


Dec.  1.    He  was  busied  in  desti 


roylngpap 
rounR  Mr. 


Gave  to  Mr. 
I.angton  and  another  person  [young  Mr.  Desmoulin^],  to 
Cslr<copy,  some  translations  of  the  Greek  epigrams,  which  he 
had  made  in  the  preceding  nighu,  and  transcribed  the  next 
morning,  and  thev  bCK'ati  to  work  on  thrm. 

3it.  Finding  his  legs  continue  to  swell,  he  signified  to  his 
pliysiclans  a  strong  de»ire  to  have  them  scarified :  but  they, 
unwilling  to  put  him  to  pain,  and  fearine  a  mnrtiflcntiun,  de- 
clined advising  it.  He  aft^Twards  consulted  bis  surgeon,  and 
hr  performed  the  operation  on  one  leg. 

4m.  1  visited  him  :  the  scarification  made  yesterday  in  his 
Icff  appeared  to  have  had  little  effect.  He  said  to  me,  tlmt 
hf>  waa  easier  in  his  mind,  and  as  fit  to  die  at  that  instant  as 
bo  could  be  a  year  hence.  He  reque<ted  me  to  receive  the 
sacrament  with  him  on  Sunday,  the  next  day.  Complained 
of  irreat  weakness,  and  of  phantoms  that  haunted  his  iina^i- 
nation. 

blA.    Di'ing  Sunday,  I  cuMinuniciUrd  with  him  and  Mr. 


Langton.nnd  other  of  Ills  friends,  as  many  as  nearly  filled  the 
room  Mr.  Strahan,  who  was  constant  in  his  attendance  cm 
liim  throughout  his  illness,  performed  the  oflBce.  Previous 
to  reading  the  exhortation,  Johnson  knelt,  and.  with  a  degree 
of  fervour  that  I  had  never  been  witness  to  before,  uttered 
the  following  most  eloquent  and  energetic  prayer  :  — 

"Almighty  and  most  merciful  Father.  I  am  now.  as 
to  human  eyes  it  seems,  about  to  commemorate,  for  the  K-ist 
time,  the  death  of  thy  son  Jesm  Christ,  our  Saviour  and  Ke- 
deemer.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  my  whole  hope  and  contid'-ncc 
may  be  in  hisi  meriu  and  in  thy  mercy :  forgive  and  accept 
my  late  conversion  ;  enforce  and  accept  my  imperfect  repent- 
ance ;  make  this  commemoration  of  him  available  to  the  con- 
firmation of  my  faith,  the  establishment  of  my  hope,  and  the 
enlargement  of  my  cbaritr ;  and  make  the  death  of  thy  son 
Jesus  cilKtual  to  my  retiemption  Have  mercy  upon  me, 
and  iiardon  the  multitude  uf  my  offences.  Bless  my  friends  : 
have  mercy  upon  all  men.  Support  me  by  the  grace  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  days  of  weakness,  and  at  the  hour  of  dcatli, 
and  receive  me,  at  my  death,  to  everlasting  iiai>i>iuess,  fur  the 
sake  of  Jesus  Clirist.  —  Amen." 

Upon  rising  from  his  knees,  after  the  oflice  w.is  conchuUtI, 
he  said,  that  he  dreaded  to  meet  God  in  a  state  of  idiocy,  or 
with  opium  in  hit  head ;  and,  that  having  now  communicated 
with  the  effects  of  a  dose  upon  him,  he  doubted  if  hit  cxf  r- 
tions  were  tiie  gt-nulne  oiMsrations  of  his  mind,  and  rc|>eati'd 
from  Bishop  Tavlur  this  sentiment,  "  That  little  that  h.-is 
been  omitted  In  nealth  can  be  done  to  any  purpoM!  in  sick- 
ness." ' 

While  he  was  dressing  and  preparing  for  this  solemnity, 
an  accident  happened  which  went  very  near  to  dicnrranxe  his 
mind.  He  had  mi«laid,  and  was  very  anxious  to  find  a  i>aiht 
that  contained  private  inttruc'inns  to  his  exrcutors  ;  anu  my- 
self, Mr.  Mrahan,  Mr.  l.angton,  Mr.  Hoole,  Frank,  and  I 
believe  some  otiiers  that  were  about  him,  went  into  IiIh  iHni- 
chamber  to  seek  it     In  our  search,  I  laid  mv  hands  on  a 

Erchment-covered  book,  into  whirh  I  imagined  it  ml}{ht 
vc  been  slipped.  Upon  ojicning  the  book,  I  found  it  to  Ik- 
meditations  .ind  reflections,  in  Jiilni»(>n's  own  handwriting; ; 
and  having  been  told  a  dav  or  two  iM'fure  by  Frank,  tiiat  a 
person^  formerly  intimately  connfCte<l  with  his  m.-ister,  a 
joint  proprietor  of  a  newspapt>r,  well  known  among  the  iMiuk- 
sellers,  and  of  whom  Mrs.  Williams  once  told  me  she  li.id 
often  cautioned  him  to  beware ;  1  say,  having  been  told  th;it 
this  person  had  lately  been  very  importunate  to  get  acce**  to 
him,  indeed  to  such  a  degree  as  that,  when  he  was  told  that  the 
doctor  was  not  to  be  seen,  he  would  push  his  way  up  stairs  ; 
and  having  stronger  r<>a8ons  tlian  I  need  here  mention,  to 
suspect  that  this  man  might  find  and  make  an  ill  use  of  the 
book,  I  put  it.  and  a  less  of  the  same  kind,  into  my  pod^t-t : 
at  the  s.ime  time  tolling  those  around  mr>,  and  particularly  Mr. 
Lanirton  and  Mr.  Strahan,  that  I  had  got  both,  with  my  re.isoru 
fur  thus  securing  them.  Aft<'r  the  ceremony  was  over,  John- 
son took  me  aside,  and  told  mc  that  1  had  a  book  of  his  in  my 
pocket :  I  answered  that  1  h:id  two,  and  that  to  prevent  tlivir 
fallmg  Into  the  hands  of  a  person  who  had  attempted  to  force 
his  way  into  the  house,  1  had  done  as  I  conceived  a  friendly  act, 
but  not  without  telling  his  friends  of  it,  and  also  my  reu>on.s. 
He  then  asked  me  what  ground  I  had  for  my  riupii-ion  uf  the 
man  I  mentioned :  I  told  him  hit  great  importunity  to  m  t 
admittance;  and  farther,  that  immediately  after  a  visit  whicli 
he  made  me,  in  the  year  177'>,  1  mUwil  a  pjiper  of  public  n.i- 
ture,  and  of  great  importance ;  and  tliat  a  day  or  two  alter, 
and  before  it  could  be  put  to  \U  intended  uae,  I  oaw  it  in 
the  newspapers.' 

At  tlie  mention  of  thi«  rirrtimst.ince.  Johnson  paused  ;  but 
nx'overing  himielf,  .«:iid,  "  Y<»ii  Rhixild  not  have  laid  h.uidi 
on  the  iHKik  ;  for  had  I  misted  it,  and  not  known  yon  lind  it, 
1  shcmUl  have  rt»are«l  for  my  book,  as  Othello  did  for  hM 
handkeichief,  and  probably  have  run  m.ul." 

I  gave  him  time,  till  the  next  day,  to  compose  himself,  and 
then  wrote  him  a  letter,  apologising,  and  assigning  at  large 
the  resitons  for  my  conduct ;  and  received  a  vertMl  answer 
by  Mr.  Langton,  which  were  I  to  repo^it  it,  would  render 
nie  suspected  of  inexcusable  vanity  [|>.  H03l1.  It  coiicluiied 
witii  these  words,  "  If  I  was  not  satisfied  with  this  I  must 
be  a  kuvai^c." 

7/*.  I  again  vl«ited  him.  Before  mr  dep.irture  Dr. 
Brocklesby  nunc  in,  and,  taking  him  by  the  wrist.  Johnson 


«   He  very  much  admiri>d,  ami  often  in  the  c«»nr«e  of  his 
UliM^s  recited,  from  the  conclusion  of  old  I«aac  Wultim's 
Life  of  Bishop  Sanderson,  the  following  pathetic  request:  — 
*'  'I'hus  this  pattern  of  meekness  and  primitive  innocence  j 
changed  ibis  for  a  better  life:  —  'tis  now  too  Lite  to  wish  | 
that  mine  may  tM>  like  his:  for  I  am  in  the  eighty-fifth  year 
flif  my  age,  and  God  knows  it  hath  not:  hut,  1  most  humbly  . 
tef-aeech  Almighty  God.  that  my  death  may :  and  I  do  as  I 
carncativ  beg,  that,  if  any  reader  shall  receive  any  satisfaction 
firoin  this  very  plain,  and  as  true,  relation,  he  will  be  so  cha-  I 
rlta^'le  as  to  say.  Amen."  —  Hawkins. 

«  Mr.  George  Steerens.  —  Chokrr.  | 

>  Aj  I  take  no  pleasure  in  the  dingnicc  of  others,  I  regret 
the  necessity  I  am  under  of  mentioning  these  particulars : 
my  reason  for  It  is.  that  the  transaction  which  to  disturbed  | 
him  may  possibly  \w.  better  known  than  the  motives  that  J 


actuated  me  nt  the  time.  —  Hawkins.  —  Mils  Hawkins's 
Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  264..  tells  this  story  in  the  same  way,  sup- 
plies StefVfnt's  name,  and  insist*  on  the  tame  juttifii-ation, 
which  would  be  ouite  inconclnsive,  even  if  the  fact  on  nhicli 
the  suspicion  ajraintt  Stecvens  was  grounded  were  true  :  for 
the  i>urloin«nl  paper  was  i>n]y  a  copy  of  an  address  fmni 
the  Middlesex  magi<trales  to  the  king  (which  wa<,  from  It* 
very  nature.  destin(>d  for  publication).  And  after  ;tll.  there 
was  no  other  proof  that  Stecvens  had  taken  that  pa|K>r,  thaii 
that  it  appeared  in  the  St.  Jamrt's  Ckronicle  the  diiy  .itler 
Steevenii  had  nuide  a  visit  at  Sir  John's.  }Uwkins*»  a<;t  ytixs 
unjustifiable,  and  the  defence  frivolous.  It  it  observablo,  that 
there  was  no  allusion  to  these  clrciini>tanccs  In  Xhf first editi-tn 
of  Hawkins's  work,  but  B'twelPs  notice  of  the  fact  forced 
Hawkins  to  make  what  defence  lie  rould,  and  a  wretched 
one  ii  is.     See  antr.  p.  803.  —  Cr(<ki:r. 
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gave  him  a  look  of  great  contempt,  and  ridicaled  the  Judging 
ofhti  disorder  by  the  pul»e.  He  complained,  that  the 


That,  at  eight  in  the  morning  of  tbe  preoeding 


9k 


cele  had  again  made  it«  appearance,  and  asked  if  a  puncture 
would  not  relieve  him,  as  it  had  done  the  year  before  ?  The 
doctor  answered,  that  it  might,  but  that  his  surgeon  was  the 
bett  judge  of  the  effect  of  such  an  operation.  Johnson,  unon 
this,  said, "  How  many  men  in  a  year  die  through  the  timloity 
of  those  whom  they  consult  for  health  I  I  want  length  of 
life,  and  you  fear  ffiving  me  pain,  which  I  care  not  for." 

8M.  I  visited  him  with  Mr.  Langton,  and  found  blra  dic- 
tating to  Mr.  Strahan  another  will  i,  the  former  being,  as  he 
had  said  at  tlie  time  of  making  it,  a  temporary  one.  On  oar 
entering  ttie  room,  he  said,  "  God  bless  you  both."  I  arrived 
just  time  enough  to  direct  the  execution,  and  also  tbe  attest** 
tion  of  it.  After  he  bad  published  it,  he  desired  Mr.  Strahan 
to  say  the  Lord's  Prayer,  which  he  did.  all  of  us  Joining. 
Johnson,  after  It,  uttered,  extempore,  a  few  pious  i^acula- 
tions. 

9tM.  I  saw  him  in  the  evening,  and  found  him  dictating  to 
Mr.  Strahan  a  codicil  to  the  will  be  had  made  the  evening  be- 
fore. I  assisted  them  In  it,  and  received  from  the  testator  a 
direction,  to  insert  a  devise  to  his  executors  of  tbe  house  at 
Lichfield,  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  certain  of  his  relations, 
a  bequest  of  sundry  pecuniary  and  specific  legacies,  a  provi- 
sion for  the  annuity  of  701.  for  Francis,  and,  after  all,  a  de- 
vise of  all  the  rest,  residue,  and  remainder  of  his  esute  and 
eflects,  to  his  executors,  in  trust  for  the  said  Francis  Barber, 
his  executors  and  administrators  ;  and  having  dictated  accord- 
ingly. Johnson  executed  and  published  it  as  a  codicil  to 
his  will. 

He  was  now  so  weak  as  to  be  unable  to  kneel,  and  lamented 
that  he  must  pray  sitting ;  but,  with  an  effort,  he  placed 
himself  on  his  knees,  while  Mr.  Strahan  repeated  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  During  the  whole  of  the  evening  he  was  much  com- 
posed and  resigned.  Being  become  very  weak  and  helpleu, 
it  was  thought  necessary  that  a  man  should  watch  with  him 
all  night :  and  one  was  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  who,  for 
half  a  crown  a  night,  undertook  to  sit  up  with  and  assist  him. 
When  the  man  had  left  the  room,  he,  tn  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  Mr.  Strahan  and  Mr.  Langton,  asked  roe  where  I 
meant  to  bury  him.  I  answered,  doubtless,  in  Westminster 
Abb4>y:  "  If."  said  he,  "my  executors  think  It  proper  to 
mark  the  spot  of  my  interment  by  a  stone,  let  it  be  so  placed 
as  to  protect  my  body  from  injuir."  I  assured  him  it  should 
be  done.  Before  my  departure,  he  desired  Mr.  Langton  to 
put  into  my  hands  money  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  100/. 
with  a  direction  to  keep  it  till  called  for. 

lOtk.  This  day  at  noon  t  saw  him  again.  He  said  to  me, 
that  thu  male  nurse  to  whose  care  I  had  committed  him  was 
unfit  for  the  office.  "  He  is,"  said  he,  "  an  idiot,  as  awkward 
as  a  turnspit  just  put  into  the  wheel,  and  as  sleepy  as  a  dor- 
mouse." Mr.  Cruikshank  came  into  the  room,  and  looking 
on  his  scarified  ies  saw  no  sign  of  a  mortification. 

illA.  At  noon.  I  found  him  dozing,  and  would  not  disturb 
him. 

12/ik  Saw  him  again ;  found  him  very  weak,  and,  as  be 
said,  unable  to  pray. 

IS/A.  At  noon  1  called  at  the  house,  but  went  not  into  his 
room,  tieing  told  that  he  was  dosing.  I  was  further  informed 
by  the  servants  that  his  appetite  was  totally  gone,  and  that 
he  could  take  no  lUktenance.  At  eight  in  tbe  evening  of  the 
same  day,  word  was  brought  me  by  Mr.  Sastres,  to  whom, 
in  his  last  momenu,  he  uttered  thtse  words, "  Jam  mori- 
turus,"  that  at  a  quarter  past  seven,  he  had,  without  a  groan, 
or  the  least  sign  of  pain  or  uneasiness,  yielded  his  last 
breath. 

At  eleven,  the  same  evening,  Mr.  Langton  came  to  me, 
ami,  in  an  agony  of  mind,  gave  me  to  understand  that  our 
friend  had  wounded  himself  in  several  parts  of  the  body.  I 
was  shocked  at  the  news ;  but,  upon  being  told  that  ha  had 
not  touched  any  vital  part,  was  easily  able  to  account  for  an 
action,  which  would  else  have  given  us  the  deepest  concern. 
The  fact  was.  that,  conceiving  himself  to  be  ftall  of  water,  he 
had  done  tliat,  which  he  had  so  often  solicited  his  medical 
assistants  to  do,  —  made  two  or  three  indsions  in  his  lower 
limbs,  vainly  hoping  for  some  relief  from  the  flux  that  might 
follow. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Frank  came  to  me ;  and,  beinc 
desirous  of  knowing  all  tbe  particulars  of  this  transactinn,  I 
interrogated  him  vcrr  strictly  concerning  it,  and  received 
from  him  answers  to  tne  following  effect :  — 


going  into  the  bedchamber,  hia  master,  being  in  be 
him  to  open  m  cabinet,  and  give  him  a  drawer  in  i 
did  soi,  and  that  out  of  it  hit  master  took  a  eaae  < 
and  choosing  one  of  them,  would  bare  oooveyed 
bed,  which  Frank  and  a  voung  man  that  lat  op  wit 
Inv,  they  seised  his  band,  and  entreated  him  not  U 
action :  he  said  he  would  not ;  but  drawing  bU  b 
the  bed-clothes,  they  saw  his  arm  more.  Upon 
turned  down  the  clothes,  and  saw  a  great  eftiwos 
which  soon  stopped;  that  sooo  •tier,  be  got  al 
scissors  that  lay  in  a  drawer  by  hire,  and  plunged 
in  the  calf  of  each  leg ;  that  immediately  Utrnf  m 
Cruikshank  and  the  apothecary,  and  they,  or  om 
dressed  the  wounds :  that  be  tlsen  fell  into  that  do 
carried  hfan  off;  that  it  was  cooiiectared  he  loi 
ten  ounces  of  blood ;  and  that  this  eflb^on  brou) 
dosing,  though  his  pulse  continued  firm  till  three 

That  this  act  was  not  done  to  hasten  bis  end.  I 
charge  the  water  that  he  conceived  to  be  in  laias, 
the  least  doubc*  A  dropsy  was  bis  disease ;  be  lo 
himself  as  a  bloated  carcase  ;  and.  to  att^n  tiM 
easy  respiration,  would  tiaTe  undergone  any  degr 
porary  pain.  He  dreaded  neither  punctures  not 
and,  Inaeed,  defied  the  trochar  aud  tbe  lancet ;  be 
reproached  his  physicians  and  surgeon  with  covas 
when  Mr.  Cruikshank  scarified  hisleg,  lie  cried  oM 
deeper :  I  will  abide  the  consequence:  you  are  afr 
reputation,  but  that  is  notbing  to  me."  To  those 
he  said,  "  You  all  pretend  to  love  me,  but  you  d 
me  so  well  as  I  myself  do.** 

I  have  been  thus  minute  in  regarding  tbe  pai 
his  last  moments,  because  I  wlabed  to  attract  attes 
conduct  of  this  great  man,  under  the  nuwt  txyii 
sunoes  human  nature  Is  subiect  to.  Many  peraoa 
peared  possessed  of  more  serenity  of  mind  in 
scene ;  some  have  remained  unmorcd  at  tbe  dia 
the  vital  union ;  and  it  may  be  d(«naed  a  diseo 
from  the  severe  practice  of  religion,  that  Dr.  Jetaa 
whole  life  was  a  preparation  for  bis  death,  and  a  a 
natural  inflrmity,  was  disturbed  with  terror  at  th 
of  the  grave. '  Let  not  this  relax  tbe  drcumspect 
one.  ft  Is  true,  that  natural  firmness  of  spirit,  or 
dence  of  hope,  may  buoy  up  the  mind  to  the  last : 
ever  heroic  an  undaunted  death  vaaj  appear,  it  u 
we  should  pray  for.  As  Johnson  uVed  the  life  o 
teous,  his  end  was  that  of  a  Christian  ;  he  strki 
the  iiijunction  of  the  apostle,  to  work  out  his  sail 
fear  and  trembling ;  and  though  his  doubts  and  scr 
certainly  very  distressing  to  himself,  they  give  1 
a  pious  hope,  that  he  who  added  to  almost  aU  the 
Christianity  that  religious  humility  which  iu  gn 
Inculcated,  will,  in  the  fulneaa  of  time,  receive  i 
promised  to  a  patient  continuance  In  well-doing. 


93.    BY  J.  HOOLE,  SSQ.* 
(  Estractedfrom  Ike  Eiuropean  Magatimefor  Seftn 


evening,   id 
Joha 


I  There  seems  something  strange  in  this  aflkir  of  the  will. 
Why  did  Johnian,  after  employing  Sir  J.  Hawkins,  a  pro. 
fessional  and  in  every  other  respect  a  proper  person  to  draw 
up  hu  will,  throw  it  aside,  and  dlcute  another  to  a  young 
clergyman  ?  Had  Sir  J.  Hawkins  attempted  to  thwart  the 
tesutor's  Intentions,  which  he  tells  us  he  disapproved  of?  or 
was  this  change  the  result  of  the  scene  of  the  &th  about  the 
secreted  books  ?  In  any  case,  it  may  have  tended  to  produce 
that  uufavourable  tem^ier  towards  Dr.  Johnson  which  tinges 
the  whole,  and  certainly  discolours  some  passages  of  Sir  J. 
Hawkins's  ix>uk —  Crokbh. 

>  The  clunuy  solemnity  with  which  Hawkins  thinks  It 
necessary  lo  defend  Dr.  Johnson  from  the  tukpicion  of  en- 
deavouring to  thorten  his  life  by  an  act  manifestly,  avowedly. 


Saturday.  No9.   20.   1784. —This 

o'clock.  1  paid  a  visit  to  my  dear  friend  Dr. 

<  I  found  very  ill  and  in  great  d^ectlon  of  spiriu 
a  most  affecting  conversation  on  tbe  sabt)ect  of 
which  he  exhorted  me,  with  tbe  greatest  wanm 
ness.  to  attend  closely  to  every  religious  du^,  m 
larly  enforced  tbe  obligation  of  prirate  prayvr  i 
ing  the  sacrament.  He  desired  me  to  tay  that 
Jom  in  prayer  with  him:  adding,  that  he  a^ 
to  prayer  everv  night  with  his  man  Frands.  E 
me  to  read  and  mediute  upon  the  Bible,  and  ac 
it  aside  for  a  play  or  a  novel.  He  said  be  k 
lived  in  great  negligence  of  religion  and  worsid 
years ;  that  he  had  neglected  to  read  his  Bible,  an 
reflected  what  he  cuuld  hereafter   saj  when  be 


and  even  passionatelv  meant  to  protomg  it,  wa 
ftupererogatlve ;  but  does  not.  I  think,  justify  Mr 
suspicion  (oMle,  p.  801.  n.  1.).  that  there  was  sos 
lence  at  the  bottom  of  the  defence.  —  CaoKBa. 

s  Hawkins  seems  to  confound  two  dill^rent  pi 
the  flrst  appearance  of  danger.  Dr.  Johnson  eubS 
and  perhuts  gloomy  anxiety,  which,  however, 
gradual  effect  of  religious  contempt ationa  »v^ 
exercises,  gave  way  to  more  comfortable  hopes  sa 
a  lively  faith  in  the  propitiatory  merita  of  his  Bcdi 
this  tranquilllsed  disposition  the  last  days  of  bb  U 
have  been  passed,  and  In  this  Christian 
lieved  that  be  died.  —  CaoaiE. 

4  Seeatsle\  p.804.-.& 
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uked  whj  hp  liad  not  read  it.  He  ooffsed  me  repeatMlly  to 
let  hli  preMTit  titiiation  have  dun  tftcvl  upon  me ;  and  aU- 
vtucd  me,  when  I  got  home,  to  nntii  down  in  wriilnit  what  had 
pa»sed  between  ii*,  addinfc,  that  what  a  man  wrltei  in  th.it 
manner  dwflls  upon  h(i  mind.  He  said  manr  thingt  that  I 
cannnt  now  remllrct,  but  all  delirerod  wltn  the  inmost 
fervour  of  ri>iIt;iou«  ipal  and  iiertonal  affiTtion.  Between 
nine  and  ten  o'clock  his  scrrant  FrancU  Cftnie  up  stairs :  he 
then  said  we  would  ail  go  tn  prayers,  and,  desiring  mc  to 
kiic«l  down  by  hit  be<i.side,  h«  repeated  several  prayers  with 
gre.it  devotion.  1  then  to<')k  my  leave.  He  then  pressed  me 
to  think  of  all  he  h  id  said,  and  to  commit  it  to  writing.  I 
Hsured  him  I  would.  He  sHied  my  hand  with  much  warmth, 
and  repeated,  "  Promise  me  you  will  do  it :"  on  which  we 
parted,  and  I  engaged  to  see  him  the  next  day. 

Sundm,  Vov.  21.  —  About  noon  1  axnin  visited  him  :  found 
him  rather  better  and  easier,  his  spirits  more  raised,  and  bis 
eonversatton  more  disposed  to  general  subjects  When  I 
came  in,  be  asked  if  1  had  done  what  he  desired  (meaning 
the  noting  down  what  |iassedthe  night  before) ;  and  upon  my 
saying  that  I  had.  he  pressed  my  hand  and  said  earnestir, 
"Thank  you."  Our  discourse  then  grew  more  cheerful.  He 
told  mc.  with  apparent  pleasure,  that  he  heard  the  Kmprets 
of  Russia  had  ordered  "  The  Rambler"  to  be  transLited  into 
the  Riusian  l:inguage,  and  that  a  copy  would  be  sent  him. 
[p.  7U.]  Before  we  parte<l,  be  put  into  my  bands  a  little  book, 
by  Fleetwood,  on  the  Sacrament,  which  he  told  mc  he  had 
been  the  meant  of  introducing  to  the  University  of  Oxford 
by  recommending  it  to  a  young  student  there. 

iiomdofft  A'o*.  n.  ->  Visited  the  Doctor :  found  him  seem- 
ingly better  of  hii  coraiilaints,  but  extremely  low  and  de- 
ticted.  I  sat  by  him  till  he  fell  asleep,  and  soon  after  left 
im,  as  he  seemed  little  disposed  to  talk  ;  and,  on  my  going 
away,  he  said,  emphatically,  "  1  am  very  poorly  indeed !  " 

TiKMfriir,  Nop.  S3.  —  Called  about  eleven  :  the  Doctor  not 
tip:  Mrs.  Gardiner  in  the  dining-room r  the  Doctor  soon 
eametoQS.  and  seemed  more  cheerdil  than  the  d.iy  before. 
He  spoke  of  his  design  to  invite  a  Mrs.  Hail  [Wesley's 
sister  j  to  be  with  him,  and  to  offer  her  Mrs.  Williams's  room. 
Called  agoin  about  three :  found  him  quite  oppressed  with 
company  that  morning,  therefore  left  liim  directfv. 

Wedmrvta^,  Sop.  24.  —  Called  aiiout  seven  in  tne  evening : 
found  him  very  111  and  very  low  indeed.  He  said  a  thought 
had  struck  him  that  his  rapid  decline  of  health  and  strength 
might  be  partly  owing  to  the  town  air.  and  spoke  of  getting  a 
lodging  at  Islington.  1  sat  with  him  till  past  nine,  and  th«n 
tool  my  leave. 

TlMrMfa^.Aov.  2.5.  —  About  three  in  the  afternoon  was 
told  that  he  bad  desired  that  day  to  see  no  company.  In  the 
evening,  about  eight,  callc<l  with  Mr.  Nicol  ',  and,  to  our 
great  surprise,  we  found  him  then  setting  out  fiir  Islington. 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strahan's.  He  could  scarce  «iK>ak.  We 
went  with  him  down  the  court  to  the  coai^h.  lie  was  ac- 
companied by  his  servant  Frank  and  Mr.  Ixiwe  the  painter. 
1  oflered  ravst!lf  to  go  with  him,  but  he  declined  it. 

Ftidag,  N'uv.  *2C.  — Called  at  bis  house  alMUt  eleven: 
heard  Ym  was  much  better,  and  hail  a  t>etter  ni^ht  than  be 
had  known  a  great  while,  and  was  expected  home  that  day. 
Called  again  in  the  afternoon  —  nut  so  well  as  he  was,  nor 
eapected  home  that  night. 

Satmrdojf,  A'dw.  27.  — Callcii  again  about  nnoii :  heard  he 
was  much  worse:  went  immediately  tu  Islington,  where  I 
round  him  extremely  bad.  and  scarre  able  to  s|ieak,  with 
the  asthma.  Sir  John  Hawkins,  the  Kcv.  Mr.  Strahan,  and 
Mrs  SUahan,  were  with  him.  Obsnr\-ing  that  we  said  little, 
he  desired  that  we  would  not  constrain  ourselves,  though  he 
was  not  able  to  talk  with  us  Soon  after  be  said  he  had 
something  to  say  to  Sir  John  Hawkins,  on  which  we  imme- 
diately went  down  into  the  )iarlour.  Sir  John  soon  followed 
us,  and  said  he  hud  been  speaking  about  his  will  .Sir  John 
started  the  idea  of  proposing  to  him  tu  make  it  on  tlic  spot ; 
that  Sir  John  should  dictate  it,  and  that  I  should  writv  it. 
He  went  u|i  to  pruposi;  It.  and  soon  camu  di>wn  with  th«- 
Doctor's  acL-eptance.  The  will  wat  then  begun  ;  but  t>efure 
we  proceeded  far.  It  being  necessary,  on  account  of  some 
alteration,  to  begin  again,  Sir  John  asked  the  Doctor  whe- 
thrr  he  wo'ild  chriose  to  make  any  introductory  decUrntimi 
respecting  hli  faith.  The  Doctor  said  he  would.  Sir  John 
further  axked  if  he  would  make  any  drclaratioii  of  his  being 
of  the  church  of  England :  to  which  the  Doctor  said  "  So !  '* 
but,  taking  a  nen,  he  wrote  on  a  paper  thi>  following  words, 
wtiich  he  delivered  to  Sir  Jiihn.  desiring  him  to  keep  it :  — 
*'  I  commit  to  the  infinite  mrrcU-s  of  Almighty  God  my  soul, 
polluted  with  many  sins  ;  but  purlAeil,  I  trust,  wllli  rep«'nt- 
aiice  and  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ."  While  he  wiis  at  Mr. 
Scrahan's.  Dr.  Brocklesby  came  in.  and  Dr.  Johtifcon  put  tix' 
que»tlon  to  him,  whether  he  thought  he  could  live  six 
weeks  ?  to  which  Dr.  Brocklesby  returned  a  very  dotibtfiil 
id  MKHi  U*ft  us.  After  ainii«*r  the  will  wa«  tiiiikiied, 
about  six  we  came  to  town  in  Mr  Juhn  Hawkins's 


'  Mr.  George  NIcol,  of  Pali  Mall.  _  J.  Hoolb. 

*  ThU  alluites  lo  an  application  made  for  an  Increase  to 
bis  pension,  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Italy.  —  J.  Huoli. 

•  Sic ;  probably  an  error  oi^the  press  for  C r.  mean- 
ing tlie  lAird  Chancellor:  See  aisfr,  p.  TM.  —  CaoKEa. 


carriage ;  Sir  John,  Dr.  Jnhnfon.  Mr.  Ryland  (who  ram*-  in 
after  dinner),  and  ray»elf.  I'he  Doctor  apiteared  much  better 
In  tile  way  home,  and  talked  pretty  cbiterftdly. 

Sunday,  Sw.  2A.  —  Went  to  Dr.  Johnson's  abfiiit  twu 
o'clock :  m<rt  Mrs.  Hixilo  coming  from  thence,  a»  lie  was 
asleep:  took  her  back  with  me:  fmnid  Sir  John  Hawkins 
with  him.  Tlie  Doctor's  coin-ersatinn  tolerably  chocrfiil. 
Sir  Juhn  remindeii  liim  th.at  lie  had  exprei>»ed  a  desire  to 
leave  some  small  memorials  tn  liis  rrieiids.  particiilarl}  a 
Polyglot  Bibltr  to  Mr.  Langton ;  and  asked  if  they  should  acid 
the  codicil  then.  The  Doctor  replied.  "  he  had  forty  things 
to  add,  but  could  not  do  it  at  thai  time."  Sir  J<ilin  then 
took  his  leave.  Mr.  Sastres  came  m-xt  into  the  dining- 
room,  where  I  wa<  with  Mrs.  Houle.  Dr.  Johnson  liearinK 
that  Mrs.  Hoole  was  In  the  next  riH>ni.  desired  to  s<-e  her. 
He  received  her  with  great  affc'Ctimi.  took  her  by  thf  hand, 
and  Slid  nearly  these  vorA* :  —  "  1  fi-el  great  tenderness  lor 
you :  think  ol  the  situation  in  which  you  hee  me,  pmtit  hy  it. 
and  God  Almighty  keep  ynu  fur  Jesus  CiirlKt's  sake.  Ainen." 
He  then  askwl  ii  we  would  b<ith  stay  and  dine  with  him. 

I  Mrs.  Huole  said  she  could  ncu  ;  Uit  I  agnt'd  to  stay,  rpon 
my  saying  to  the  Doctor  that  Dr.  Ileberden  would  be  with 
him  that  morning,  his  aiMwer  waf,  "  God  has  caileii  me.  and 

I  Dr.  Heberden  comes  trxt  late  '*  S<xjn  ,»lter  this  Dr.  Ileberden 
came.    While  he  was  there,  we  heard  tliein.  trom  the  tither 

■  room,  in  earnest  disctiur»e,  and  found  that  they  «ere  talkiiiK 

I  over  tiiealfair^  of  the  K  — g  and  C n.^  We  over- 
heard Dr.  Heherdcn  say.  "  All  you  did  was  exinmely 
proper."  After  Dr.  ileberden  was  gone,  Mr.  Sasrre>  Him  I 
returned  into  tlie  ch.iinlwr.  Dr.  Johnson  complaim-d  that 
sleep  this  day  had  powerful  dominion  over  him,  that  he 
waked  with  great  difficulty,  and  that  probably  he  should  ko 
ott  in  one  of  these  paroxviims.  Afterwards  he  said  that  he 
hoiMKl  his  sleep  was  the  effect  of  opium  takm  s<iine  d:iy«  Im- 
fore,  which  might  not  be  workc«l  off.  We  dined  tug-  (her  — 
the  Doctor,  Mr.  Sa»tres,  Mr>.  Davis,  and  mjself.  He  ate  a 
pretty  good  dinner  with  seeming  Hp|>etite,  but  ap|HMniig 
rather  impatient  i  and  Ix'ing  asked  unnece»sar>' and  irnoloiis 
questions,  he  said  he  often  thought  of  Maclieth,  —  '*  Que-tiou 
enrages  him."  He  retired  immediately  after  dinner,  and  we 
soon  went,  at  his  desire  (Mr.  Sastres  and  myself),  and  siit 
with  him  till  tea.  He  said  little,  but  doied  at  times.  At  >ix 
he  ordered  tea  for  ii»,  and  we  went  out  tu  drink  it  with  Mrs. 
Davis  ;  but  the  Doctor  drank  none.  The  Rev.  Dr.  ■I'ayl'>r, 
or  Ashbourne,  came  soon  after ;  and  Dr.  Johnson  desir«-d 
our  attendance  at  prayers,  which  were  read  b}  Dr.  Tailor. 
.Mr.  Ryland  came  and  sat  some  time  with  him  :  he  thmij.ht 
him  much  better.  Mr.  Sastres  and  I  cuiitinu-d  with  liiin  the 
remainder  of  the  evening,  when  lie  exhorted  Mr.  Sa^tres  in 
nearly  theso  words  «  :  "  There  is  no  one  wlio  ha*  shown  niu 
more  attention  th.m  you  have  done,  and  it  Is  now  ri>!ht  you 
should  claim  some  attention  from  me.  You  are  a  young 
man,  and  are  tu  struggle  tbiough  life :  you  are  in  aprolession 
that  I  liare  ay  you  will  exercise  with  great  bdelity  and 
innocence ;  but  let  me  exhort  you  always  tn  tliiiik  vt  iiir 
«i  tii.it  ion.  which  mu»t  one  day  Iw  yours:  alw.iys  remeinl«r 
that  life  is  short,  and  that  eternity  never  ends  !  I  say  ii«iih:n;; 
of  your  religion  ;  for  if  you  coiiK-ieutlously  keep  to  it,  I  haw 
little  doubt  but  you  may  be  saved  :  if  you  read  tlie  eonSro- 
versy,  I  think  we  have  the  right  on  our  side  ;  liut  if  }oii  do 
not  read  it,  be  not  persuaded,  from  any  worldly  mn'^ulei- 
.-itloii,  tu  alter  the  religion  in  which  you  were  edn<Mled : 
change  nut,  hut  (mm  conviction  of  rea.'.oii."  He  then  iiio.it 
strongly  enforced  the  motivi-a  of  virtue  and  piety  from  itie 
cunxiileratioii  of  a  future  mate  of  reward  and  punishiiient,  .ind 
cuncliide<l  with  "Remember  all  this,  and  CikI  bles*  you! 
WriU'  down  wliat  1  have  said  —  I  th;nk  you  are  the  third 
ix-rson  I  havK  bid  do  thl»."  *  At  ten  o'cUick  he  dismi.Mti  ii». 
thanking  us  for  a  \i>lt  which  he  said  could  not  have  been  very 
ple.i(4nt  to  us 

Monday,  Sue.  'JL\.  —  Cdhnl  with  my  hou  [the  Clergiman] 
a»K)ut  eleven  :  naw  the  Docttir.  who  s.iid,  "  \  ou  niu.%t  niu  imw 
^tay  ;  "  but.  us  we  were  going  away,  he  said.  '"  1  will  git  Mr. 
Hoole  to  come  next  Wednesday  and  read  the  Litany  to  me. 
and  do  you  and  Mrs.  Huoh-  eouie  with  him."  He  a|>|M-ared 
very  ill.  Keturning  fr<im  the  city  I  called  again  to  inquire, 
and  heard  that  Dr.  Butter  wai  with  him.  In  the  evening, 
abmit  eight,  ealleil  bguiii.  and  ju»l  xaw  him  ;  but  did  not 

,  'lay,  as  Mr.  Langton  was  w  ith  hiin  on  bu*-ineMi  I  met  Sir 
Ju'hu.-!  Reynolds  going  au.iy. 

I  Twt4ay.  S»r.  W).  —  Calh-d  twice  thl*  morning,  hut  did  not 
see  him:  lie  was  much  the  same.  In  the  eieiiin^'.  iN-twei-n 
^ix  and  »evfn.  went  to  his  hi>UM>:  found  there  Mr.  L.ui;:lon. 
Mr.  Sa.otres,  and  Mr.  Rviaiid:  the  DiN'ior  Iwlng  asleep  in 
the  chamher,  we  went  all  to  tea  and  coffi'e  ;  when  the  Diw-lor 
came  in  tu  us  rather  ciieerful.  and  enterhig  »aid.  "  Dear 
gentlemen,  how  do  you  do  V  "     lb;  drai.k  coffe'-,  and.  in  the 

L-iiurke  ut  the  convrr»atloii,  )i.iid  that  he  teriillecletl  .i  > in 

of  hi<i,  made  xiuie  years  agti  on  a  young  geiitl(*maii  ci>iiiin;{ 
of  Ha'e.     [p.  Miti.]     He  repeated  the  whole  with  greiU  Kpiiii : 


■•  Mr.  Sii»tn>«  was  a  Roman  C.itholic.  John«oii,  wr  have 
seen,  left  him  in  hi*  will  c.5  to  buy  books  of  piety.  —  Ckoklu, 
IH47. 

^  The  other  two  wete  Dr.  Brocklesby  .ind  myself.  — 
J.  Hoolb. 
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it  consisted  of  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  staniaa  of  four  lines, 
in  Rlternate  rhyme.  He  said  lie  hod  only  repeated  it  once 
since  tic  composed  it,  and  tliat  tie  never  gave  but  one  copy, 
lie  said  several  excellent  things  that  evening,  and  among  the 
rest,  that  "  scruples  made  many  men  miserable,  but  few  men 
good."  He  spoke  of  the  afTectatlon  that  men  had  to  accuse 
themselves  of  petty  faults  or  weaknesses,  in  order  to  exalt 
themselves  into  notice  for  any  extraordinary  talents  which 
they  miRht  possess  ;  and  instanced  Waller,  which  he  said 
he  would  record  if  he  lived  to  revise  his  life.  Waller  was 
accustomed  to  say  that  his  memory  was  so  bad  he  would 
sometimes  forget  to  repeat  his  grace  at  table,  or  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  perhaps  that  people  might  wonder  at  what  he  did 
else  of  great  moment ;  for  the  Doctor  observed,  that  no  man 
takes  upon  himself  small  blemishes  without  supposing  that 
great  al)llities  are  attributed  to  him  ;  and  that,  Iii  short,  this 
nifectation  of  candour  or  modesty  was  but  another  kind  of 
indirect  self-praise,  and  had  its  foundation  in  vanity.  Frank 
bringing  him  a  note,  as  he  opened  it  he  said  an  odd  thought 
struck  him,  that  *'one  should  receive  no  letters  in  the 
grave."  '  His  talk  was  in  general  very  serious  and  devout, 
though  occasionally  cheerful :  he  said,  "  You  are  all  serious 
men,  and  I  will  tell  you  something.  About  two  years  since  I 
feared  that  I  had  neglected  God,  and  that  then  I  bad  not  a 
tm'jtd  to  give  him ;  on  which  I  set  about  to  read  Thomas 
i  Kempis  in  Low  Dutch,  which  I  accomplished,  and  thence 
I  judged  that  my  mind  was  not  impaired.  Low  Dutch  having 
no  athnity  with  any  of  the  langtuges  which  I  knew."  With 
rc'pect  to  his  recovery,  he  seemed  to  think  it  hopeless. 
There  was  to  be  a  consultation  of  phvsiclans  next  day :  he 
wished  to  have  his  legs  scarified  to  let  out  the  water  ;  but 
this  his  medical  friends  opposed,  and  he  submitted  to  their 
opinion,  though  he  said  ho  was  not  satisfied.  At  half  past 
eight  he  dismissed  us  all  but  Mr.  Langton.  I  first  asked  him 
if  my  son  should  attend  him  next  day,  to  read  the  Litany,  as 
be  had  desired  ^ut  he  declined  it  on  account  of  the  expected 
consultation.  We  went  awar,  leaving  Mr.  Langton  and  Mr. 
Desmoulins,  a  young  man  who  was  employed  in  copying  his 
Latin  epigrams. 

Wcdiuidnift  Dec.  1 .  —  At  his  house  in  the  evening :  drank 
tea  and  coffee  :  with  Mr.  Sastres,  Mr.  Desmoulins,  and  Mr. 
Hall  *  :  went  into  the  Doctor's  chamber  after  tea,  whrn  he 
gave  me  an  epitaph  to  copy,  written  by  him  for  his  father, 
mother,  and  brother.    He  continued  much  the  same. 

Thurtday,  Dec.  'I.  —  Called  in  the  morning,  and  left  the 
epitaph :  with  him  in  the  evening  about  seven :  found  Mr. 
I<angton  and  Mr.  Desmoulins ;  did  not  see  the  Doctor ; 
he  wiu  in  his  chambtT,  and  afterwards  engaged  with  Dr. 
Scott. 

Friday.  Dec.  3.  —  Called ;  but  he  wished  not  to  see  any 
body.  Consultations  of  physicians  to  be  held  that  day: 
called  again  in  the  evening  ;  found  Mr.  Langton  with  him ; 
Mr.  Sastres  and  1  went  together  into  his  chamber ;  tie  was 
extremely  low.  "  I  am  very  had  indeed,  dear  gentlemen," 
he  said  ;  *'  very  b  «d,  very  low,  very  cold,  and  I  think  I  find 
uiy  life  to  fail."  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  dismissed 
Mr.  Sastres  and  me ;  but  called  me  back  again,  and  said  that 
next  Sunday,  if  he  lived,  he  designed  to  take  the  sacrament, 
and  wished  me,  my  wife,  and  son  to  be  there.  We  left  Mr. 
Langton  with  hira. 

£a/»r(/ay. /)<-c.  4.  — Called  on  him  about  three:  he  was 
much  the  same ;  did  not  see  hhn,  he  had  much  company  that 
day.  Called  in  the  evening  wiUi  Mr.  Sastres  about  eight  ; 
found  he  was  not  disposed  for  company  ;  Mr.  Langton  with 
hira  ;  did  not  see  him. 

Sunday,  Dec.  6.  —  Went  to  Bolt  Court  with  Mrs.  Hoolo 
after  eleven;  found  there  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Kev.  Mr. 
Strabnn,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  and  Mr.  Desmoulins,  in  thedining- 
room.  After  some  time  the  Doctor  came  to  us  from  the 
cliamber.  and  saluted  us  all,  thanking  us  all  for  this  visit  to 
him.  He  said  he  found  himself  very  bad,  but  hoped  he 
should  go  well  through  the  duty  which  he  was  about  to  do. 
The  sacrament  was  then  administered  to  all  present,  Frank 
being  of  the  number.  I'he  Doctor  repeatedly  desired  Mr. 
Strahan  to  speak  louder  ;  seeming  very  anxious  not  to  lose 
any  part  of  the  service.  In  which  he  Joined  in  very  great 
fervour  of  dovot-on.  The  service  over,  he  again  thanked  us 
all  for  attending  him  on  the  occasion  ;  ho  snld  he  had  taken 
some  opium  to  enable  him  to  support  the  fiitigue  :  he  seemed 
qiiiie  spent,  and  lay  in  his  chair  some  time  in  a  kind  of  dose : 
he  then  gut  up  and  retired  into  his  chamber.  Mr.'Rylaud 
then  called  on  him.  I  was  with  them  :  he  said  to  Mr.  Ryland, 
"  I  have  taken  my  viaticum  :  1  ho|>e  I  shall  arrive  safe  at  the 
end  of  my  journey,  and  be  accepted  at  last."  He  spoke  very 
dcspondingly  several  times:  Mr.  Rvland  comforted  him, 
observing  that  "  we  had  great  hopes  given  us."  "  Yes."  he 
replied,  "  we  have  hopes  given  us  ;  but  they  are  conditioQal, 
and  I  know  not  how  far  I  have  fulfilled  those  conditions." 
He  attern-ards  said,  "  However.  I  think  that  I  have  now 
corrected  all  bad  and  viciotu  hablu."  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
called  on  him :  we  left  them  together.    Sir  Joshua  being 


>  This  note  was  from  Mr.  Davles  the  bookseller,  anii 
mentioned  a  presrnr  of  some  pork;  upon  which  the  Doctor 
said,  in  a  manner  that  tt^emed  as  if  he  thought  it  ill-timed, 
"  Too  much  of  this,"  or  some  such  expression.  —  J.Hoole. 


gone,  be  called  Mr.  Ryland  and  me  a^n  to 
tinned  talking  very  seriously,  and  repeated 
collect  with  great  fervour,  when  Mr.  Ryland  ti 
My  son  came  to  us  from  his  church  :  we  were 
Dr.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  mjself,  Mrs.  H 
and  Mr.  Desmoulins.  He  ate  a  tolerable  dino 
directly  after  dinner.  He  had  looked  out  a  t 
Clarke's,  "  On  the  Shortness  of  Life.**  for  i 
him  after  dinner,  but  be  was  too  ill  to  hear 
o'clock  he  called  us  all  into  hit  room,  when  he 
for  that  night  with  a  prayer,  delivered  as  he  ra 
chair  in  the  most  fervent  and  affecting  mani 
appearing  wholly  employed  with  the  though< 
life.  He  told  Mr.  Ryland  that  be  wished  doc  u 
with  opium,  but  that  he  hoped  he  had  been 
tentive.  He  said  before  us  au.  that  when  he 
last  spring,  he  had  only  called  it  a  reprieve,  bu 
think  it  was  for  a  longer  time ;  however  he  he 
that  had  been  prolonged  to  him  might  be  the  n 
ing  forth  fruit  meet  lor  repentance. 

Mtmdojf,  Dec.  6.  —  Sent  in  the  morning  to 
after  him  ;  he  was  much  the  same  ;  called  in 
found  Mr.  Cruikshanks  the  surgeon  with  hii 
had  been  that  day  quarrelling  with  all  his  p 
appeared  in  tolerable  spiriu. 

Tuesdatf,  Dec.  7.  —  Called  at  dinner  time  ;  i 
very  good  dinner :  he  seemed  rather  better,  an 

iVedneidoy,  Dee.  8.  — Went  with  Mrs.  Houl 
by  appointment ;  found  him  very  poorly  a»j 
very  bad  night.  Mr.  Nichols  the  printer  was  tl 
read  the  Litany,  the  Doctor  several  times  t 
speak  louder.  After  prayers  Jif  r.  Langton  ca 
serious  discourse :  he  warned  us  all  to  profit  by 
and,  applying  to  roe,  who  stood  next  him.  es 
lead  abetter  life  than  he  had  done.  "  A  tietter 
my  dear  Sir ! "  1  repeated.  He  replied  wai 
compliment  now."    He  told  Mr.  Langton  tlu 

night  before  enforced  on >  a  powerful  ; 

powerful  objection  against  Christianity. 

He  had  olten  thought  it  might  seem  strange  I 
who  refused  belief  to  the  doctrine  supported  \n 
of  our  Saviour,  should  after  his  death  raise 
church  ;  but  he  said  that  they  expected  fullj 
prince,  and  with  this  idea  the  multitude  was  a 
they  strewed  his  wav  with  palm>branch«a  oa  1 
Jerusalem  ^  but  finding  their  expectations  aflei 
polnteil,  rejected  him,  till  in  process  of  tln> 
all  the  circumstances  and  prophecies  of  the  <M 
confirmed  in  the  New,  many  were  convert 
Apostles  themselves  once  believed  hira  to  h 
prince.  He  said  that  he  had  always  been  sti 
resemblance  of  the  Jewish  passover  and  I 
doctrine  of  redemption.  He  thanked  us  all  foi 
ance,  and  we  left  him  with  Mr.  Langton. 

rhurtday.  Dee.  9 — Called  in  the  evenimr 
him,  as  he  was  engaged. 

Friday.  Dec.  10.  —  Called  about  eleven  in  l 
saw  Mr.  I^  Trobe  there* :  neither  of  us  saw  t 
we  understood  he  wished  not  to  be  vialted  that 
evening  I  sent  him  a  letter,  recommeudiur 
(an  irregular  physician)  as  an  extraordioan 
curing  the  dropsy.  He  returned  me  a  verbal  m 
was  obliged  to  me,  but  that  it  was  too  lata. 
prayers  with  him  this  day. 

Saturday,  Dec.  11.— Went  to  Bolt  Court  i 
met  there  Dr.  Burney,  Dr.  Taylor,  Sir  John  1 
Sastres,  Mr.  Paradise,  Count  Zenobia,  and  ] 
Mrs.  lloole  called  lor  me  there :  we  both  went 
received  us  very  kindly ;  told  me  be  had  n 
"it  was  too  late  for  doctors,  regular  or  trrm 
physicLii.s  had  been  with  him  that  dav  b 
nothing.  Mr.  Cruikslianks  came ;  the  DoctA 
cheerful  with  him ;  he  said,  "  Cnme,  give  me 
and  shook  him  by  the  hand,  adding,  ••You  A 
other  use  of  it  now ; "  meaning  he  should  m^ 
legs.  Mr.  Cruikshanks  wished  to  do  it.  fa^ 
would  not  let  him.  Mr.  Cruikshanks  said  he 
the  eveniug. 

Suuday,  Dee.  12.  —  Was  not  at  Bolt  Court 
noon}  at  St.  Sepulchre's  school  hi  tbe  evenk 
Hoole,  where  we  saw  Mrs.  Gardiner  and  Li 
heard  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  very  bad  and  \kmd 
thing  delirious.  Went  to  Bolt  Court  about  nin 
there  Mr.  Windham  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strah^ 
was  then  very  bad  In  bed,  which  I  think  helL 
to  that  day  :  he  had  now  refused  to  take  anv  n 
or  food.  Mr.  Cruikshanks  came  about  elev 
deavourcd  to  persuade  him  to  take  some  nour 
in  vain.  Mr.  Windham  then  went  again  to  hin 
advice  of  Mr.  Cruikshanks.  put  it  upon  this  ft 
by  persisting  to  refuse  all  sustenance  be  t^ 

'  Probably  an  error  of  the  press  for  Mr*  H.ii 
>  No  doubt  Mr.  Windham;  tw  ante  hU  Jn«r 
p.  83«.  —  Choker.  "^ 

*  See  ante,  p.  »(».  n.  3. 
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Aeffat  his  own  purpme  to  pmerve  kit  mmd  clear,  ai  his 
wmkneit  miffht  bring  on  paralvtic  complaints  that  might 
affect  his  mratal  powers.  The  Doctor,  Mr.  Whidliam  said, 
heard  him  patiently ;  but  when  lie  had  heard  ail,  he  desired 
to  be  troubled  no  more.  He  tlien  tooli  a  roost  affectionate 
leave  of  Mr.  Windham,  who  reported  to  us  the  issue  of  the 
eonrersation,  for  only  Mr.  Desmoulins  was  with  them  in 
the  chamber.  I  did-  not  see  the  Doctor  that  day,  being 
fiearfui  of  disturbing  him.  and  never  conversed  with  him 
ainlo.  I  came  away  about  half  past  eleven  with  Mr. 
Wini" 


Monday^  Dee.  13.  —  Went  to  Bolt  Court  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning ;  met  a  young  lady  coming  down  stairs 
from  the  Doctor,  whom,  upon  inquiry,  I  found  to  be  Miss 
Morris  (a  sister  to  Miss  Morris,  formerly  on  the  stage). 
Mrs.  Deamoulins  told  me  that  she  had  seen  the  Doctor ; 
that  by  her  desire  he  had  been  told  she  came  to  ask  his 
blessing,  and  that  he  said,  "  God  bless  you  I "  I  then  went 
up  into  bia  chamber,  and  found  him  lying  very  composed 


in  a  kind  of  doic :  he  spoke  to  nobodv.  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
Mr.  I^angtnn,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  lUv.  Mr.  Strahan  and  Mrs. 
Strahan,  Doctors  Brocklesby  and  Butter,  Mr.  Steevens,  and 
Mr.  yicbols  the  printer,  came;  but  no  one  chose  to  diAturlt 
him  by  speaking  to  him,  and  he  seeded  to  take  no  uotirc 
of  any  person.  While  Mrs.  Gardiner  and  I  were  there, 
before  the  rest  came,  be  took  a  little  warm  milk  in  a  «-tip, 
when  hf  said  something  upon  its  not  being  properly  givfn 
into  his  hand  :  he  breathed  very  regular,  though  short,  and 
appeared  to  be  mostly  in  a  calm  sleep  or  dozmg.  I  Ictt 
him  in  this  stale,  and  never  more  saw  him  alive.  In  th(> 
evening  I  supped  with  Mrs.  Hoole  and  my  son  at  Mr. 
Rraithwaite's,  and  at  night  my  servant  brought  me  word 
that  my  dearest  friend  died  that  evening  atiout  seven  o'clock : 
and  next  morning  I  went  to  the  house,  where  I  met  Mr. 
Seward ;  we  went  together  into  the  chamber,  and  there  saw 
the  most  awful  sight  of  Dr.  Johnson  laid  out  in  his  bvd. 
without  life ! 

JOHK  HoOLE. 


No.vn. 

LESSON  IN  BIOGRAPHY;  OR,  HOW  TO  WRITE  THE  LIFE  OF  ONES  FRIEND. 

An  Extract  from  the  Life  of  Dr.  Pozz^  in  ten  volumes  ftlio^  written  by  James  Bozzy  Esq.^ 
who  flourished  with  him  near  fifty  years. 

BY  ALEXANDER  CHALMERS,  ESQ. 

Among  the  numerous  parodies  and  Jeux  d'esprit  which  Mr.  Boswell's  work  produced,  this  pleasantry  from  the  pen  of  my 
old  niend  Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers,  which  appeared  in  the  periodical  publications  of  the  day,  is  worth  preserving  ;  fur  u 
is  not  merely  a  good  pleasantry,  but  a  fair  criticism  of  some  of  the  lighter  parts  of  the  work.  —  Cbokbr. 


Wl  dined  at  the  chop-house.  Dr.  Pozs  was  this  dav  very 
initrurtive.  We  talked  of  books.  I  mentioned  the  tiistory 
ef  Tommy  Trip.  I  said  it  was  a  great  work.  Pozz.  "  Yes, 
sir,  it  is  a  grent  work :  but.  Sir,  it  is  a  great  work  rela- 
tively ;  it  was  a  great  work  to  you  when  you  was  a  little 
bojr :  bat  now,  Sir,  vou  are  a  great  man,  and  Tomm v  Trip  is 
a  little  boy."  I  feft  somewhat  hurt  at  this  comparison,  and 
I  believe  be  perceived  it ;  for,  as  he  was  squeezing  a  lemon, 
he  said,  "  Never  be  aflironted  at  a  comparison.  I  have  been 
cofmpared  to  many  things,  but  I  never  was  affronted.  No, 
Sir,  If  they  would  call  me  a  dog.  and  you  a  canister  tied  to  my 
tail,  I  would  not  be  afll'onted." 

C^Hwred  by  this  kind  mention  of  me,  thongh  in  such  a 
situation,  I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  a  friend  of  our«, 
who  was  always  making  comparisons.  Pozz.  "  Sir,  that  feU 
low  has  a  simile  for  every  thing  hut  himself.  I  knew  him 
when  he  kept  a  shop :  he  then  made  money,  Sir,  and  now  he 
makes  comparisons.  Sir,  he  would  sav  that  you  and  1  were 
two  flgs  stuck  together  ;  two  flgs  in  adneslon,  Sir  ;  and  then 
he  would  laugh.'  Boss.  "  But  have  not  some  great  writers 
determined  that  comjtantons  are  now  and  then  odious  f" 
Pots.  **  No,  Sir,  not  odious  in  themselves,  not  odious  as  cnm- 
pwrisons  ;  the  fellows  who  make  them  are  odious.  The 
Whigs  make  comparisons." 

We  supped  that  evening  at  his  house.  I  showed  him  some 
llnee  I  bad  made  upon  a  pair  of  breeches.  Pozz.  "  Sir,  the 
lines  are  good  ;  but  where  could  you  find  such  a  subject  in 
jour  country?'*  Bozz.  "  Therefore  it  is  a  proof  of  inven- 
doQ,  which  U  a  characteristic  of  poetry."  Pozz.  "  Yes,  Sir, 
but  an  invention  which  few  of  your  countrymen  can  enjoy." 
I  reflected  afterwards  on  the  depth  of  this  remark :  it  affords 
ft  proof  of  that  acuteness  which  he  displayed  in  ever\  branch 
ortiterature.  1  asked  him  if  he  approved  of  green  spci  tacles  ? 
Pon.  **  As  to  green  spectacles.  Sir,  the  question  sci-ms  to  be 
this :  If  I  wore  green  spectacles,  it  would  be  because  they 

'  ited  vision,  or  because  I  liked  them.  Now,  Sir.  if  a  man 
me  he  does  not  like  green  spectacles,  and  that  they  hurt 
bia  eyes,  I  would  not  compel  him  to  wear  them.  No,  Sir,  I 
woalci  dissuade  him."  A  few  months  after,  I  consulted  him 
agafai  on  this  subject,  and  he  honoured  mc  with  a  letter,  in 
which  be  gives  the  same  opinion.  It  will  he  found  in  its 
proper  place,  Vol.  VI.  p.  W9.  1  have  thought  much  on  this 
•ttblect.  and  must  confess  that  in  such  matters  a  man  ought 
to  be  a  (Vee  moral  agent. 

Next  day  I  left  town,  and  was  absent  for  six  weeks,  three 
daya,  and  seven  hours,  as  I  find  by  a  memorandum  in  mv 
joomal.  In  this  time  I  had  only  one  letter  from  him,  which 
U  at  follows  :— 

**  To  Jamu  Bozz,  Esq. 

♦*  Dkab  Sia.— My  bowels  have  been  very  had.  Pray  buy 
me  some  Turkey  rhul>arb,  and  bring  with  you  a  copy  of 
your '  Tour.'  .       „. 

**  Write  to  me  soon,  and  write  to  me  often.  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
yuan,  affectionately.  Sam.  Pom." 

It  would  have  been  unpardonable  to  have  omitted  a  letter 
like  this,  in  which  we  see  so  much  of  his  great  and  illumi- 


nated mind.  Gn  my  return  to  town,  we  met  again  at  the 
chop-house.  Wo  had  much  conversation  to-day  :  bis  wit 
flashed  like  lightning :  indeed,  there  is  not  one  hour  of  my 
present  life  in  which  I  do  not  profit  by  some  of  his  valuublu 
communications. 

We  talked  of  wind.  I  said  1  knew  many  persons  much 
distressed  with  that  complaint.  Pozz.  *'  Yes  Sir,  when  con- 
fined, when  pent  up."  I  said  I  did  not  know  that,  but  I 
aupstioned  if  the  Romans  ever  knew  it.  Potz.  "  Yes,  .Sir, 
le  Romans  knew  it."  Bozz.  '*  Livy  does  not  mention  it." 
Pozz.  "  No,  Sir,  Livv  wrote  History.  Livy  was  not  writing 
the  Life  of  a  Friend.'^ 

On  medical  subjects  his  knowledge  was  immense.  He 
told  me  of  a  friend  of  ount  who  had  Just  been  attacked  by  a 
most  dreadful  complaint:  be  had  entirely  lout  the  use  of  hi^ 
limbs,  so  that  he  could  neither  stand  nor  walk,  unless  sup- 
ported ;  his  speech  was  quite  gone  ;  his  eyes  were  murh 
swollen,  and  every  vein  distended,  yet  his  face  was  rathi'r 

rle,  and  his  extremities  cold ;  bis  pulse  beat  160  in  a  minuti'. 
said,  with  tenderness,  that  I  would  go  and  see  him ;  and, 
said  1,  "  Sir,  1  will  take  Dr.  Bolus  wiih  me."  Pozz.  "  No, 
Sir,  don't  go."  I  was  startled,  for  I  knew  his  compassionate 
heart,  and  evnestly  awked  why?  Pozz.  "  Sir.  you  don't 
know  his  disorder."  Bozz.  "  Pray  what  is  it  ?  "  Pozz.  -  Sir, 
the  man  is  —dead  drunk  I "  'iTiis  explanation  threw  me 
into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter,  in  which  he  joined  me,  rolling 
about  as  be  used  to  do  when  he  enjoyed  a  joke ;  but  he 
afterwards  checked  me.  Pozz.  "  Sir,  ycu  ought  not  to  laugh 
at  what  I  said.  Kir.  he  whu  laughs  at  what  another  man 
says,  will  soon  learn  to  laugh  at  that  otiicr  man.  Sir.  you 
should  laugh  only  at  your  own  jokes ;  you  should  laugh 
seldom." 

We  talked  of  a  friend  of  ours  who  was  a  very  violent  poli- 
tician. 1  said  I  did  nut  like  his  company.  Pozz.  '*  No.  .Sir. 
he  is  not  healthy  ;  he  is  sore.  Sir  ;  his  mind  is  ulcerated  :  he 
has  a  political  whitlow  ;  Sir,  vou  cannot  touch  him  without 
giving  him  pain.  Sir,  I  would  not  talk  politics  with  that 
man  ;  I  would  talk  of  cabbage  and  peas ;  Sir,  I  woulii  ask 
him  how  he  got  his  corn  in.  and  whether  his  wife  was  with 
child  :  but  1  would  not  talk  politics."  Bozz.  "  But  perhaps, 
Sir,  he  would  t.-ilk  of  nothuig  else."  Pozz,  "  Then.  Sir.  it 
is  plain  what  he  would  do."  On  my  very  earnestly  mquirini; 
what  that  was,  Dr.  Pozz  answered,  "  bir,  he  would  let  it 
alone." 

I  mentioned  a  tradesman  who  had  latley  set  up  his  co.i('h. 
Pozz.  "He  is  right.  Sir;  a  man  who  would  go  on  swim- 
mingly cannot  get  too  soon  off  his  legs.  That  man  kot>ps 
his  coach.  Now,  Sir,  a  roach  is  better  than  a  chaise.  Sir  — 
it  is  better  than  a  chariot."  Bozz.  "Why.  Sir?"  Pozz. 
"  Sir.  It  will  hold  more."  I  begeed  he  would  repeat  this, 
that  I  might  remember  it,  and  he  complied  wuh  great 
good  humour.  "Dr.  Pozz,"  said  I.  "  yoti  ought  to  keep  a 
coach."  Pozz.  "Yes,  Sir,  I  ought."  Knzz.  "  But  you  do  not, 
and  (hat  has  often  surpriseil  ii>e."    Pozz.  "  Surpriseil  rem  ! 


l*here.  Sir,  is  another  prejudice  of  absurdity.  Sir,  you  o'u;!ht 
to  be  surprised  at  nothing.  A  man  that  hxs  lived  half  your 
days  ought  to  t>e  above  ail  surprise.  Sir,  it  is  a  rule  with  me 
never  to  be  surprised.    It  is  mere  ignorance ;  you  caunot  gucks 
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why  I  do  not  keep  a  coach,  and  you  are  turpriied.  Now,  Sir,  if 
you  did  know  you  would  not  besurpriied/'  I  laid,  tenderly,"  I 
hope,  my  dear  Sir,  you  will  let  me  know  before  I  leave  town." 
Foes.  "  Yes,  Sir,  you  shall  know  now.  You  thall  not  go  to 
Mr.  Wilkins.  and  to  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  to  Mr.  Stubbe,  and 
say,  why  does  nor  Po»  keep  a  coach  ?  I  will  tell  you  my- 
self—Sir, I  can't  afford  it." 

We  ulked  of  drinking.  I  asked  him  whether,  in  the 
course  of  his  long  and  valuable  life,  he  had  noc  known  some 
men  who  drank  more  than  thev  could  bear  ?  Posx.  '*  Yei, 
Sir  ;  and  then.  Sir,  nobody  could  bear  them.  A  man  who  is 
drunk,  Sir,  is  a  very  foolish  fellow."  Bosx.  "  But.  Sir,  as 
the  poet  says,  *  he  is  devoid  of  all  care.' "  Poxx.  "  Yes,  Sir. 
he  cares  for  nobody ;  be  has  none  of  the  cares  of  life :  he 
cannot  be  a  merchant.  Sir,  for  he  cannot  write  bis  name ; 
he  cannot  be  a  politician.  Sir,  for  he  cannot  talk  ;  he  cannot 
be  an  artist.  Sir,  for  he  cannot  see  ;  and  yet.  Sir,  there  is 
science  in  drinking."  Boxx.  "  1  suppose  you  mean  that  a 
man  ought  to  know  what  he  drinks."  Pots.  **  No,  Sir,  to 
know  what  one  drinks  is  nothing ;  but  the  science  consisu  of 
three  paru.  Now,  Sir.  were  Ito  drhik  wine,  I  should  wish 
to  know  them  all ;  1  should  wish  to  know  when  I  had  too  lit- 
tie,  when  1  had  enough,  and  when  I  had  too  much.  There 
is  our  friend  *•••••*  fmeniioning  a  gentleman  of  our 
acquaintance) ;  he  knows  when  he  has  too  little,  and  when  he 
has  too  much,  but  he  knows  not  when  he  has  enough.  Now, 
Sir,  that  is  the  science  of  drinking,  to  know  when  one  has 
enough." 

We  talked  this  day  on  a  variety  of  topics,  but  1  find  very 
few  memorandums  in  mv  Journal.  On  small  beer,  he  said  it 
was  flatulent  liquor.  He  disapproved  of  those  who  denv 
the  utility  of  absolute  power,  ana  seemed  to  be  oAmded  with 
a  friend  of  ours  who  would  always  have  his  esgi  poached- 
Sign-posU,  he  observed,  had  degenerated  within  bis  memory ; 
and  he  particularly  found  fault  with  the  moral  of  the  "  Beg- 
gar's Opera."  I  endeavoured  to  defend  a  work  which  baid 
afforded  me  so  much  pleasure,  but  could  not  master  that 
strength  of  mind  with  which  he  argued ;  and  it  was  with 
great  satisfaction  that  he  communicated  to  me  alterwards  a 
method  of  curing  corns  by  applying  a  piece  of  oiled  silk. 
In  the  early  history  of  the  world  he  preferred  Sir  Isaac 
Newton's  Chronology:  but  as  they  gave  emploirment  to 
useful  artisans,  he  did  not  dislike  the  large  buckles  then 
'  coming  into  use. 

Next  day  we  dined  at  the  Mitre.  I  mentioned  spirits. 
Poxi. "  Sir,  there  is  as  much  evidence  ior  the  existence  of 
spirits  as  affftinst  it."     You  may  not  believe  it,  but  you 


1  This  alludes  to  the  Jealousy  about  copyright,  which  Mr. 
Buswell  carried  so  far  that  he  actually  printed  separately, 
and  entered  at  Stationers'  iJall,  JohuMm's  Letter  to  Lord 


cannot  deny  it.  I  told  him  th*t  my  great 
once  saw  a  spirit.  He  asked  me  to  relate  it,  w 
minutely,  while  he  listened  with  profound  atti 
I  mentioned  that  the  spirit  once  appeared  i. 
a  shoulder  of  mutton,  and  another  time  in  tb 
he  interrupted  me:— Poxs.  ** There.  Sir.  is  i 
evidence  is  good,  but  the  scheme  is  defect 
tency.  We  cannot  deny  that  the  apirit  app 
shapes;  but  then  we  cannot  reconcile  then 
a  tea*  pot  to  do  with  a  shoulder  of  matton 
it  a  terrific  object.  There  ia  nothing  con 
Sir,  these  are  objecU  which  arc  not  seen  at 
nor  in  the  same  place."  Botx.  "  I  think.  Sir,  t 
in  general  are  used  to  see  ghoata."  Poss.  *• 
their  conversation  is  full  of  the  subject :  I 
old  woman  to  record  such  oonveraatlooa ;  i 
tends  to  minuteness." 

We  talked  of  a  person  who  had  a  venr 
Poxx.  "Sir.  be  it  a  scoundrel."  Buss.  **Ihali 
Poss.  "There  you  are  wrong:  don*t  hai 
Scoundrels,  Sir,  are  useful.  There  are  nuuay 
not  do  without  scoundrels.  I  would  not  d 
company  with  scoundrels,  but  sonoething  nu 
them."  Bozx.  *'  Are  not  scoundrels  generally 
"  No,  Sir,  they  are  not  A  scoundrel  must 
low  ;  he  must  know  many  things  of  which  a  f< 
Any  man  npay  be  a  fool.  I  think  a  good  book 
out  of  scoOndrels.  1  would  hare  a  Biamrm 
the  Li9et  qf  Eminent  SammdreU^  fraaa  the  m 
to  the  present  day."  I  meotlcmed  bangiag: 
very  awkward  situation.  Poss.  "  No,  S&-,  ha 
awkward  situation  ;  it  is  proper.  Sir,  that  a  mai 
tend  towards  flagitious  obliquity  ahould  appeal 
at  last."  I  told  him  that  I  had  lately  bcenki 
some  gentlemen,  everr  one  of  vrhooa  could 
friend  or  other  who  nad  been  haiigvd.  Pot 
that  is  the  easiest  way.  We  know  those  \ 
hanged ;  we  can  recollect  that :  but  we  ritnnp 
wlio  deserve  it;  it  would  not  be  decorous, 
company.  No,  Sir,  that  is  one  of  the  few  U 
are  compelled  to  think.*' 

Our  regard  Jor  literary  propet  ty  >  prrvemt 
larger  eMtract  from  the  above  imparUmi  w^ 
however,  toe  hope,  g^ten  tueh  paasatfes  at  tn/l 
our  readers  with  a  high  idem  of  UUm  «as<  ■ 
Note  by  Mr.  Chalmers" 


Chesterfield  and  the  Account  of  Johnaoo't 
with  George  111.  at  Buckingham  House,  to  or 
making  use  ofthem — Cbokbr.  '^ 
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Aberbrothick,  »<L 

Abercrooible,  Mr.,  of  PhtlMlelphia.  347.  SK). 
Aberdeen,  890.    Johncoo'i  account  of,  MI. 
— ,  butter,  duel  fought  for  tbe  honour  of,  384. 

,  William,  Earl  of,  aos. 

— ,  George,  Earl  of,  note  on  Thucydldet  and  Homer,  606. 

Aberdonbmi.  294. 

Aberoethj,  Rev.  John.  285.    Doctor,  754. 

Abingdon,  Earl  of,  bon-mot  of,  651. 

^.  lira.,  the  actreu,  4S7, 43a  440.  447. 

Abluration,  oath  of,  437. 

Abrldgmentt  of  works,  S86L 

AbMnteeinn.  563.  579. 

Absolute  prinoet,  454. 

Abstain  and  refrain,  distinction  between,  189. 

Abctemiousoesi.  Joboton's,  28. 159.  174.  187.  239. 170.  336. 

IM.  862.  448.  480.  BOS.  697.  678. 
AbmirditlM,  ate  of  delineating,  699. 
AbaM,763.    personal,  194. 304. 
.— ^  Johnson's  disregard  of,  624.  663. 
Abyssinia,  Lobo's  voyage  to.  21.  289.  496. 
Academy.  Delia  Cruaca  send  Johnson  their  vocabulary,  98. 
Accent,  Scotch,  overcome  by  perseverance,  232. 


Accoaots,  keeping,  7I& 
AeUUes.  shield  of,  664. 
Ads  and  Galatea,  .^77. 
Acquaintances.  96.  716.  791. 

,  Johnson's  numerous,  hO\.  733.  list  of,  79.  81. 

Acting,  742.    tragic.  275. 

Action,  in  public  speaking,  249. 

Active  sports  in  young  people,  not  idleness.  9. 

Activity  of  body,  Johnson's,  45 1 .    of  mind,  610. 

Actor,  qualities  of  a  great,  522. 

Actors.  51.  62:  205.  297.  274.  467.  556.  742. 

,  Johnson's  prejudice  against,  51.  62.  656,  657.  742. 

Adair's  account  of  America,  457. 

Adams,  Rev.  Dr.  William,  Master  of  Pembroke  College, 

Oxford.  12,   13.   17.  38.  64.  57.  60.  86,  87.  93.  165.  888. 

424.  482.  736.  763.  792. 

,  his  account  of  the  flrst  representation  of  "  Irene,"  60. 

,  his  answer  to  Hume's  Esiay  on  Miracles,  482: 

,  Johnson's  Letter  to,  782. 

,  Miss,  afterwards  Mrs.  Hyett,  761. 

.  George,  dedication  of  Treatise  on  the  Globes,  187. 

Addison,  Joseph.  8.  M.  63.  71,  72.  145.  153.  170.  %Mi.  263L  m. 

290.  372.  446.  4S4.  504.  509.  546.  573.  591.  662.  679.  800. 
,  his  "  NoUnda,"  63.    "  Remarks  on  Italy,"   372.  446. 

style,  71.    conduct  towards   Steele,  67  L  684.     Johnson's 

opinion  of,  71.  l4Sw  611.    Johnson's  Life  of,  671. 
Address  of  the  Painters  to  George  the  Third,  119. 
Adey,  Mrs.,  193.  197.  623.  631.    Miss,  6.  197.  490.  €39. 
Admiration.  450. 

"  Adventurer,"  Hawkrsworth's,  64.75.  77.  81,  82.  107. 
-— ,  the  papers  marked  T,  written  by  Johnson.  64.  81. 
**  Adventures  of  a  Guinea,"  by  whom  written,  359. 
**  Adversaria,"  specimen  of  Johnson's,  64. 
Adversaries,  not  to  be  treated  with  respect,  272. 
Advertisements,  Johnson's,  in  the  Gent.  Blag.  25.  48.  In  the 

Universal  Chronicle,  1 16.  in  the  Edinburgh  papen,  407. 
Adultery,  192. 

JEgr\  Ephemeris,  Johnson's,  794. 
.fineid.  storr  of  the,  731 . 
JEschrlus,  Potter's  translation  of,  582. 
Alfcctatlon,  402.  662.    in  writing.  346. 

.  of  familUrity  with  the  great,  674. 

Affection,  natural,  209.  630.  728. 

,  Johnson's,  for  Miss  Boolhby,  20.  672. 

Agar,  Welbore  Ellis.  Esq..  533. 

Age,  old,  669.  561.  610.  613.  661.  718.  755.  832. 

•*  Ails,"  Home's  Tragedv  of,  332. 

**  Agiaura,"  Suckling's  play  of,  603. 

Agtttter,  Rev.  W.,  7&9.    sermon  on  Johnson's  death,  808. 

Afkln,  Miss  (Rarbauld)  469.  562.    imitates  Johnson,  652. 

Air.bath,  Lord  Monboddo's,  550. 

Akenside,  Dr.  Mark,  121.  234.  495.  504. 

Akemutn,  Mr.,  keeper  of  Newgate,  anecdotes  of,  648. 

Albert!  Leandro,  description  of  Italy,  372. 446. 

Alcbymy,  456. 

Aldbiailes,  585.    his  dog.  573. 

Aldrlch.  Rev.  Mr.,  138. 

Alfred.  Johnson's  wish  to  write  his  Life,  54.  his  will.  698. 

**  AHas."  Johnson's  exempllBcatloo  of  the  word,  730. 

Allm,  Rev.  Thomas,  366. 


Allen,  Edmund,  the  printer,  108,  113.    160.  366.  641.  686. 

601.  684.  783.  789.    Johnson's  letters  to,  699.  734. 

,  Ridph,  Esq.,  289. 

"  All  for  Love."  Dryden's  preface  to,  691. 

Almack's,  501.643. 

Alnwick  CasUe,  587. 

Althorpe,  Lord  and  Lady.  See  Spencer. 

"  Amelia."  Fielding's,  508. 

Ambition,  507. 

America  and  the  Americans,  428,  429.  436.  862,  663  998.  602. 

651   680,681.719.758. 
Amusements.  837.   Country,  370.     A  man  known  by  his,  7C8. 
Amyat,  Dr.,  127- 
Amyot.  Mr.  Thomas,  839. 
"  Ana,"  the  French.  372.  606. 
Anacreon,  Baxter's.  396.  712. 

,  dove  of.  translated  by  Johnson  and  Fawkes,  548. 

Anaitis.  temple  of.  337,  338. 

Analogy  between  body  and  mind,  12. 

"  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,"  Burton's,  12.  217.  482. 

Ancestry.  229. 

"  Andent  Ballads,"  Dr.  Percy's,  137- 

Ancient  times,  not  better  than  modem,  730. 

Anderdon  MSS.,  67.  793.  799. 

Anderson,  Professor,  at  Glasgow,  383.  534. 

,  Dr.  Robert,  his  Life  of  Johnson,  8.  27.  36.  61.  72.  IZS. 

188.  231.  277.  357.  425. 

.  Mr.,  his  "  Sketches  of  the  Native  Irish,"  231. 

Andrewg.  Dr.  Francis,  Provost  of  Dublin  College,  168. 

Androcles,  243. 

Anecdotes,  Johnscm's  love  of,  275. 

^—,  Pioxzl's  general  accuracy  of.  780. 

,  at  second  hand,  little  to  be  relied  on,  806. 

"  AufractuosiUes  "  of  the  human  mind,  665. 
Angel,  Mr.  John,  his  <*  Stenography,"  264. 

,  fallen,  737. 

Angus  More,  383. 

Anne,  Queen,  54. 194.  187.  411.  489. 

,  wits  of  her  reign,  903.  610. 

AnnihlUtion,  649.  595. 

"  Animus  cquus,"  not  inheritable,  397. 

Anonymous  writings.  626. 

"  Annus  mirabilis.**  Tasker's,  714. 

Anson,  Lord,  624.     Johnson's  epigram  on,  694. 

"  Anthologia,"  794 

Antics.  169. 

Antiquarian  researches,  609. 

Apelles,  the  Venus  of,  688. 

Apocrypha,  555. 

"  Apology,"  Cibber's,  136.  206.  516. 

"  Apology  for  the  Quakers,"  Barclay's.  487. 

Apology.  Johnson  ready  to  make  one.  770.  833. 

ApolioDius  Rhodius.  95. 

Apophthegms,  or  anecdotes  of  Johnson,  Hawkins's,  771. 

Apostolic  ordination,  2)  9. 

"  Apotheosis  of  Milton."  not  written  by  Johnson,  40. 

^y■r  f  i:. .,,.,,  I,,,    i;;,    1 ; ■,   -.,,    .■34.2391241.684,686. 

Ap|3,uitiL-   fidt'ti  uut  ift  iiue»t  of,  229. 

Appiiii,  Cieero"!  character  flf,  applied  to  Johnson,  79L 

ApplaiiiM^.  654.  • 

April  fooFt  diy^  580. 

Arab*,  Qil«llri  of.  304. 

ArbuthDot.  Dr..  69,  145.  m.  4I&.    The  son  of,  13. 

,  Robrrt,  TH.     Wmiam.  ITS. 

"  AfCJidI*,"  Sjdnry's.  538. 

ArtK»olo|flcal  Dictiui:mrf,7H* 

Anhpt  >iT,.TiLj.ii» .,[  bniiclrcMtar  and  elliptical.  119. 

Architecture,  ornamental,  481. 

Areskin.  Sir  John,  366. 

Ardoamurchan,  383. 

Arguing.  Johnson's,  160.  308.  496.  502.  690.767.768. 

Argument,  Johnson's,  on  schoolmasters,  241.  814. 

,  on  vicious  intromission,  244.  814. 

,  in  defence  of  lay  natronage,  2.'^.  81&l 

,  against  Dr.  Mcmis's  complaint,  454. 

,  in  flavour  of  the  corporation  of  Stirling,  469. 

,  on  entails.  473. 

,  on  the  liberty  of  the  pulpit,  613.  816. 

,  on  the  registration  of  deeds,  678. 

,  in  favour  of  a  negro  claimiiM  bis  liberty, 

,  against  a  prosecution  for  a  flbel.  696.  817 

,  and  testimony  distinguished,  757. 

Argyle,  Archibald,  foorth  Duk«  of.  389.  497.  616.  917. 
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Ar^le,  John,  fifth  duke  of,  SIS.  387—390.  Johnson's  visit  to. 

388.    letter  to.  and  his  answer.  391 . 

,  EliiabPth  Gunning,  duchess  o^  387. 

,  Jane  Warburton,  dowager  duchess  of,  79.  385. 

Ariusto,  129.  427.6S6. 

Arl«totle,  saying  of,  506.  658.    his  "  Poellcs,"  806. 

Arithmetic,  Johnson's  resort  to,  to  calm  his  mind,  394. 

Armidale,  312.  359. 

Armorial  bearings,  239. 

Arms,  piling  of,  whf  insisted  upon,  617. 

Armstrong.  Dr.  John,  118.  533. 

Army,  officers  of  the,  403.  497. 

Arnauld,  Anthony,  614. 

Arnold,  Dr.  Thomas,  his  "  Obsonatlons  on  Insanity,"  553. 

Arran,  Lord,  92. 

••  Art  of  LiTlng  in  London,"  28. 

"  Art's  corrective,"  36H. 

Articles,  subscription  to  the  xxxix.,  210.  229.  284. 

Artificial  ruins,  424. 

Ascham,  Roger.  Johnson's  Life  of,  158. 

"  Ascaniu6,'^324,  325.  331.  S-U.  401. 

Ash,  Dr.  John,  798. 

Ashbourne.  245.  458.  .')54.  564. 

Ashburton,  Lord.    See  Dunning. 

Askew,  Dr.  425. 

Assize,  maiden  one,  583. 

Association  ofldeas.  594. 

Astle,  Thomas,  Esq.,  46.  Letter  to,  698.  His  notes  on  Alfred's 

will,  698. 
— — .  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson's  advice  to,  767. 
Aston.  Sir  Thomas,  20.  188. 

,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  20.  188.  214.  490.  492.  fOS. 

.Johnson's  letters  to,  188.  198.  528,  529.539.  565.  62S, 

623.  631 .  640.  706.  749. 
,  Miss  Mary,  afterwards  Mrs.Brodie.  20.  490.  492.  611, 

612.  672,  673.    Johnson's  epigram  to,  40.  6!1. 
-^,  Margaret.  28. 
Astlev,  Philip,  the  equestrian,  638. 
Atheism,  278. 
'•  Athol  porridge,"  680. 
••  Atlas."  the  race-horso,  415. 
Atonement,  the  great  article  of  Christianity,  292.  557.  595. 

694.806.841. 
Attacks,  useful  to  authors,  358.  403.  443.  624.  837. 
Atterbury.  Bishop,  Sermons  and  style,  572.  578. 
Attorney>general,  ludicrous  title  given  to,  517. 
Attorneys,  219.  384.  768. 
Auchinleck  csUte,  396.  472.  .'i54. 
,  Lord.  Boswell's  lather.  208.  301.  387.  395.  .397.  518.  564. 

MTk  573.    Deslgoatcs  Johnson  Ursa  M«jor,  398. 
Auchnacheal,  309. 
Augustu*.  220.  257.   . 

Auttior,  rarelv  hurt  Ijgr  his  critics.  645.    See  Attacks. 
— ,  •'  The  Voung,"  a  poem  by  Johnson.  II. 
Authors.  82.   194.  257.  282.  358.  442.  445.  500.  555.  572.  604. 

608,  609.  624.  62.5.  693.  769.    See  Attacks. 

,  modem,  the  moons  of  literature,  608. 

. ,  possessing  the  work  of  one  for  that  of  another,  con- 
demned, 82. 
,  Virgil's  description  of  the  entrance  into  hell,  applied 

to,  .372. 
Avarice,  374,  507.  616.  00."). 


RAch  y  Gralg,  418. 

B.icon,  Francis.  Lord  Verulam.  G9.  343.  History  of  Henry 

VII.,  .^HH.    His  Precept  for  Conversation,  738. 

,  Mallet's  "  Life"  of,  559. 

Badcock.  Rev.  Samuel,  804. 
Badenoch,  Lord  of.  300. 
Bad  habits.  718. 

Management,  603. 

Bajtpipes,  374. 

Bagshaw.  Ri-v.  Thomas,  Johnson's  letters  to,  264.  782. 
Baillie,  Dr.,  recommendation  of  card-playing.  405. 
Baker,  Sir  Richard,  his  Oironicles  quoted.  267. 

.  Sir  George,  784. 

,  Mrs.,  1H3. 

Balance  of  Misery,  764.  819. 

Balcarras,  Earl  of,  404.  520. 

Ball  without  powder.  656. 

Ballantinc.  Mr.  George,  122. 

Balloons,  784. 

Ballow,  Mr.  Thomas,  501. 

Balmuto,  Lord,  518. 

Baltic,  Johnson's  proposed  voyage  to.  639. 

Bankes,  Mr.,  of  Dorsetshire.  42.  166. 

Banks,  Sir  Joseph,  226.  227.  228.  287.  379.  381.  496.  620,  621. 

Johnson's  motto  for  his  goat,  226. 
Baptism,  487.  700. 

Barbauld,  Mr,  470.  Mrs.  Sr?  Aikin. 
Barber,  Francis.  Johnson's  negm  servant.  75,  76.  77,   78. 

102.  117,  118.183.  194.  215.  227.  415.  C20.  790.801,802. 

.  Johnson's  letters  to,  194.  215.  739. 

Barclav.  his  '*  Ship  of  Fooles."  91. 

,  Mr.,  his  defence  of  Johnson's  Shakspeare,  171.  358. 

,  Robert,  of  Ury,  his  "  Apology  for  the  Quakers,"  487. 


Barclay,  Robert,  one  of  Mr.  Tbrale*>  succeason,  GSl 
dotes  of  Johnson,  837. 

Baretti,  Signor  Giuseppe.  8.V  91.  99.  112.  12S.   136.  j 
174.  192.  195.  206.  214.  347.  302.  427.  497.  464.  4ft(. 
512.  5^5.  552.  664.  780. 

.Johnson's  letters  U»,  122.  135.  128.    Hit  trial  for 

207.  771.  His  "Travels."  214.  The  first  who 
copy  money  in  Italy,  518.  His  atrictures  oo  Hn.  ] 
510.    his  "Fruslra  Uteraria,"  652. 

Bark,  Peruvian,  762. 

Barker,  Dr.  Edmund,  58.  107.  399. 

Barnard,  Rev.  Dr.,  Bishop  of  Killaloe,  S7.  433.  S20. ; 
691.  722.  Altercation  with  Johnson  and,  691.  ] 
verses  thereon,  76.  722. 833. 

,  Dr.,  provost  of  Eton,  644.  646. 

.Francis,  Esq.,  afterwarda  Sir  FrancU.  King's  Ij 

76.  184. 

,  Johnson's  letter  to,  on  the  rornkati<Ri  of  tht 

library,  196. 

Barnes,  Joshua.  396.  591.  660. 

Bamston,  Miss  L..  639. 

Barnwall.  Nicholas,  Lord  Trlmlestowm,  574. 

Baron  Hill,  the  seat  of  Lord  Bulkeley,  421. 

Baretier.  Johnson's  Life  of.  43.  46.  128. 

Barret,  Mr.,  the  Surgeon,  510. 

Barrett,  Dr..  of  Dublin.  259. 

Barrington,  Hon.  Daines.  6D0.  746.  His  "  Est»  on  i 
graUon  of  Birds,"  260.  His  ••  Obaerrations  on 
tutes."  602. 

Barri,  Madame  du.  41. 

Barristers,  232. 

Barrow,  Isaac,  69.  Sermon  against  foolish  talking  G 

Barrowby,  Dr.,  anecdote  of,  761. 

Barry.  Sir  Edward,  his  notion  of  pulaacion.  506 

,  Spranger,  the  actor,  60.  61. 

,  James,  thepaintej-,  724.  732.  735.  746. 

Barter.  Mr.,  234. 

"  Bas  Bleu,"  Hannah  More'a  poem  of,  6S9. 

Bashfulness,  767. 

"  Bastard,"  the.  Savage's  poem  of,  SO. 

Bat,  formation  of  the,  612. 

Bateman,  Edmund,  of  Peml>.  Coll.    His  lectures.  18 

Bate,  the  Rev.  Henry,  763. 

Bath,  Johnson's  visit  to,  .^08. 

Bath,  William  Pulteney.  Earl  of.  35.  M2. 

Baths,  medicated,  208.  Cold.  835. 

Batheaston  vase.  Horace  Walpole's  account  of  44«. 

Bathurst,  Allen,  First  Earl,  614.  636.  636.  CTtt 

,  Captain.  I. 

.  Dr.  Richard,  86.  58.  75   77.  79.  81,  82.  H3.  129.  ] 

251 .  663,  664.  a  •«  good  hater,"  78.         •  "-^  '*»•»• ' 

"  Batrachnmyomnchia,"  first  edition  of  4% 

"  Baudli  Epi»tolaf."  quoted,  420. 

Baxter,  Richard,  quoted.  262.  292.  219.  733 

'  '4J^rn'^"'u'*/  the  Christian  Religion/'  "commend 

,  William,  his  "  Anacreon,"  396.  712.  740    750. 

"  Bayes,"  ch:iracter  of,  235,  236. 

Bayle,  93.  His  Dictionary,  145.  363.  416. 

"  Bear,"  the  epithet  applied  to  Johnson^  195.  446  831 

Bears,  446. 

Beatniffe.  Richard,  Esq.,  Johnson's  letter  to.  701 

Beaton,  Cardinal,  his  murder,  283. 

Beattie,  Dr.  James,  65.  224,  225,  226  228  944.  94&  ' 
268.  272.293.  296.  358.  390.  ,519.  555    687   773 

.  his  letter  to  Boswell.  228.     Johnson's  letter  to.  C 

,  his  "  Essay  on  Truth,"  245.    his  "  Hermit."  ni 

Beauclerk,  Topham,  Esq.,  25.  80.  121.  125.  I2C  1«  T 
166,  167.  183.  255.  260.  288.  298.  370.  379.  4»  Si  4 
44.S.  4.50.  451.  496.  600.  .^29.  !i90.  615,  616.  CM*  e«L  C 
662.  679.  688.  718.  Altercation  with  JoWo.  O 
death.  642.  His  character,  6*2,  643.  646.  His  fc 
Lord  Charlemont,  643.  ""  "* 

,  Ladv  Diana,  260  428.  043.  686. 

,  Lord  Sydney,  804.    Lady  Sydner.  366. 

Beaufort,  Duchess  or,646. 

Beaumaris  Castle,  421. 

Beaumont,  Sir  (Jeorae,  601. 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  18.  442.  * 

"  Beauties  of  Johnson,"  67.  700,  707. 

Beauty.  234.  696. 

Beckenhnm,  767. 

Becket,  Thomas,  the  bookreller,  429. 

Bockford,  Alderman.  517.  562. 

Bedford,  John,  fourth  Duke  of.  769. 

Bedlam,  455.  726. 

Bee,  the,  by  Goldsmith.  140, 

Beech,  Thomas,  his  **  Eugenio,"  350. 

Beggars,  127.  216.  635.  664. 

"  Beggar's  Opera,"  364.  4.V1.  561.  604.  68.n. 

Behaviour,  Johnson  a  nice  observer  of,  51 1 

Behmen,  Jacob,  218. 

Belchier,  Mr.,  the  surgeon,  513. 

Beighton,  Mr.,  167. 

Bell,  Dr.  644. 

— — ,  John,  of  Antermony,  "  Travels  in  Russia,*'  INL 

,  John,  Esq.,  of  Hertfordshire,  225. 246. 

,  Mr.  John,  his  "  British  Poets,*'  630. 
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Mrs.  Anne,  the  actress,  1 13.    I^etter  to  J.,  743. 
phon"  of  Euripides  quoted,  91. 
,  H.  du  Plessis,  279. 

Mr.,  his  "  Essay  on  Dramatic  Poetry"  quoted.  133. 
ne  monks,  727. 

nee.  Johnson's,  535,  536. 834.    Human,  609. 
xcuse  for  drinking,  606. 
dr.,  the  publisher,  158. 
Mr.,  the  actor.  188. 
l.uditor,  his  monument  to  Milton,  73. 
Dr..  canon  of  Christchurch,  483. 
Dr.  Richard,  194.  381.  345.  369.  374.  483.  731.      His 
es.66l. 

lard.  Junior,  760. 
,  Richard.  Esq.,  584.  684. 
i.  Rev.  Mr.,  991 .    Mrs.  and  Mils,  758. 
Dr.  George,  Bishop  of  Cloyne,  160.221.  His  Theory, 

Duke  of.  bis  "  Memoirs,"  592. 
Rev.  Mr.,  334.  341. 
,  Mr.,  the  actor.  556. 
th.  Rev.  Edmund,  158. 
,  Johnson's  favourite,  508. 
V.  Mr.,  his  defence  of  Hammond,  675. 
)lr.,  his  veneration  for  Johnson,  698. 
.ord,  concerning  Dr.  Vansittart,  117. 
rlf  translations  of,  197.    Johnson's  plan  of  reading 

should  be  read  with  a  commentary,  5)3. 
uon's  death-bed  recommendation  to  read,  842. 
eca  Harleiana,"  Johnson's  account  of,  46. 
lecA  Literaria,"  420. 

idque,"  Johnson's  scheme  for  opening  a,  93. 
(T,  Mr.  baac,  142.  203. 
Mr.,  106. 

k'iiliam,  the  calculating  boy,  480. 
137. 

n."  a  jocular  Irish  phrase,  applied  to  J.  176.  409. 
James,  Esq..  48.  52.  605.  718.  73a 
Charles.  Lord,  241.608. 
>r.  duties  of  a,  646.    Of  Johnson's,  235 
hta  Britaooica,"  5.'^2.  671. 
p.  235.  289.  346.  483.  516.  546.  588.  671 . 
-ary,  recommended  to  J.  by  George  HI.,  186. 
V.  Dr.  Thomas.  39.  45.  4H.  57.  121.  3.M.    J's.  Greek 
I  to. 40.    Letters  from  Johnson,  to.  48.  72.  94. 101. 
01  to  Johnson,  94.   Letter  to  Lord  Royston,  121. 
^ration  of.  260,  261 . 
vi.  Sir  John,  282. 
am,  486.  565. 
irshal  Due  de.  465. 

,  J.  dislikes  being  noticed,  339.  547.  634.  739. 
s  to  Mrs.  Thrale,  471. 
traordinary,  812. 
fe  of  Burke,  4.'i3. 
'  a  beverage  so  called,  81. 

requisites  in,  2«9.  448.     Great  decorum  required 
8.  fiM3.  762.    In  the  House  of  Lords,  236. 
Seven.  T^jQ. 
1,  Mr.  Francis,  229. 
'og."  640. 

>ir  Thomas  W.,  312. 
■  Bridge,  119. 
ds  and  red  guards,  234.  263. 
er  books,  217. 

,  Dr.  Thomas,  the  blind  poet,  111.159.  S77.  278. 
etteron  a  passage  in  Johnson's  "Journey,"  824. 
n,  cause  of  their  being  so,  136. 
e.  Sir  Rich.  135,  21 1 .  30H.    J's.  Life  of,    622. 672. 
e.  Commentaries,  332.  376.  384.  610.  684. 
.  Mr.  Anthonv.  18,  20. 
d's  Edinburgfi  Magazine,  47.  367. 
Dr.,  afterwards  Sir  Charles,  465.  663. 
.  M.,  his  "Travels,"  446. 
d  President,  509. 

.  Dr.  Hugh.   55.  122.  134.  276.  285.  289.  39a  402, 
»4Mf  4«9r:  509. -MO:  525. -MO: 

crmnni.  525.  528.  550.  666.  611  686.    Lectures.  553. 
n  of  J's.  style,  552.    Letter  concerning  a  conversa- 
h  J.  403.    Letter  on  Pope's  "  Essay  on  Man."  635. 
Robert,  and  his  poem  of  '•  The  Grave,"  6U9. 
miral,  Johnson's  Life  of,  43. 
4.1.  128.  169.467. 

I,  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of.  461 . 
.,  247. 

Uzabeth.  5.  790. 

le.  J.  dislikes,  146.  218. 660.   Inferior  to  rhyme,  668. 
y,  literary  property  in,  279. 
Johnson  s  objection  to  periodical,  545. 
370.  42ft.  485. 

Johnson's,  to  Barclay,  837.    to  Miss  Morrii,  846. 
ham.  841. 

;ther  they  distinguish  colours  by  the  touch,  242. 
id,"  Johnson's  application  of  the  word,  237.  486. 
Ilossographia,  385. 
lev.  Matthew,  598. 
ling  Clubs,  origin  of,  689. 
g  criticism.    See  Macaulay,  T.  B. 


Boar's  Head  Club.  348. 

Boasting,  Boswell's  habit  of,  721. 

Bocage,  Madame  du,  460.  465.  467.    Her  "  Columblade,"  773. 

Boece,  Hector,  the  historian,  750. 

Boerbaave,  456.    JohuaoD'a  Life  of.  40. 

Boetius,  "  De  Consolatione  Philoaophis,"  40.  219. 

Boileau,  3  33.  120.  232.  614. 

Bolingbroke,  Henry  St.  John,  first  Viacount,  88.  110.  158. 

613,  614,  615,  670.    Johnson's  character  of,  8-.  110. 
—— ,  his  share  in  Pope's  "  Essay  on  Man,"  £{5,  636. 

,  Lady,  her  description  of  Pope,  605. 

,  Frederick,  second  Viscount,  360. 

Bolt-court,  3U.  588. 

Booaventura,  the  **  seraphic  doctor,"  173. 

Bones,  uses  applied  to,  725. 

-— ,  Johnson's  horror  at  the  sight  of,  319.  878. 

Bon-mots,  606. 

Bonner,  Bishop,  18. 

Book  collecting.  756. 

Booker's  "  Hop  Garden,"  486. 

Books,  255.  452.  731.  756. 767. ;  how  to  read,  766. ;  practice  of 

talking  from,  396. 
Booksellers,  J's.  character  and  vindication  of,  94.  100. 
Book-trwle.  476. 
Boothby.  Miss  Hill.  30.  83.  251.  44a    J'a.  admiration  of.  673, 

673.    Correspondence  between  her  and  J.,  440.  673, 673. 
Boquet,  Mr.,  78. 
Borough-English,  376. 
Boroughs  and  corporations,  455. 
Boscawen,  AdmiriJ.  608.    Hon.  Mrs.,  608.  646.  686, 686. 
Boscovitch,  Pdre,  218.  468. 
Bossuet,  bishop  of  MSaux,  373. 
Bosvilie.  Godfrey,  Esq.,  618.  653.     Mrs.,  236. 
BoBwell.  James,  Esq.,  the  author  of  this  work, 

afflicted  with  hypochondria,  15.  380.  476.  793. 

writes  the  "  Hypochondriac,"  15.  717. 

,  his  nationality,  16.     made  notes  at  dinner,  837. 

,  Mr.  Courtenay's  verses  on.  70.  409. 

contributed  to  the  taste  for  biographical  details,  84. 

,  introduction  to  Johnson,  133, 134. 

,  story  told  by  Johnson  of  his  early  years,  148. 

,  "  Account  of  Corsica,"  189.  199. 

elected  a  member  of  the  Literary  Club.  257.  259. 

,  Journal  of  his  Tour  to  the  HebridM.  267. 

— ,  dress  at  the  jubilee,  198. 

,  propensity  to  see  executions,  206.  C18.  720.  773. 

,  his  ancestry.  271.  390.  472. 

,  his  character  drawn  by  himself.  879. 

,  Johnson's  character  of  him,  280.  4A9l  619. 

,  his  account  of  the  escape  of  the  Pretender,  326. 

— ,  announces  th#  "  Life  of  J."  during  his  lifetime  373. 

.  Lord  Stowell's  character  of  him.  380. 

,  Johnson's  character  of  his  "  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,"  456. 

.  attempt  to  imiute  the  style  of  Wartwrton,  60U. 

,  a  quarrel  with  Johnson,  610. 

,  "  LeUer  to  the  People  of  Scotland,"  747, 748. 

,  expecutions  from  Mr.  Pitt,  790. 

— ,  controversy  with  Miss  Seward.  773. 

,  Johnson's  letters  to  him.  162. 173.  179.  193. 199.  313.  834. 

326.  345.  a4&  266.  268.  270  409.  411,  412.  413,  414.  436.  427, 

428,  429.  433,  434.  457,  458,  4.V9l  468.  47a  471,  473,  473.  474. 

475.  508.  522.  524.  528.  530.  .^34.  535,  536,  537,  538,  539.  665. 

567.  589.  619.  621.  624.  630.  633.  64a  641,  642.  651.  654.  QTt, 

700.  70^.  707.  708,  709.  736.  744.  748, 749,  750.  7H2.  793. 
,  his  letters  to  Johnson.  179.  193.  223,  224.  226.  345l  4ia 

413,  414.  427,  428.  429.  433.  468.  469.  475.  533.  523.  586.  5'i8, 

529.  5.33,  ra4.  636.  537.  538.  564.  566,  567. 569,  570.  589.  618. 

622.  630.  633.  639,  640.  650.  652. 

,  letter  to  Gar  rick.  385. 

,  Garrick's  letter  to.  386. 

,  letter  to  Rasay,  407. 

— -,  letter  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  747. 

,  letter  to  Ix>rd  Thurlow  on  Johnson's  pension,  77. 

Lord  Thurlow 's  answer,  775. 

,  letter  to  Wilkes,  73^ 

,  letters  to  Malone  about  this  work.  828. 

.  Mrs.,  the  author's  wife,  75.  324.  409,  410  476.  631.  637. 

548  624.654.733. 
— ^.  her  letter  to  Johnson,  710. 

,  Johnson's  ItHters  to.  521.  537.  640.  700. 

,  Mrs  ,  the  author's  mother,  395. 

,  Thomas,  the  founder  of  the  author's  family,  396^  478. 

,  T.  David,  the  author's  brother,  344.  &15.  650.  653. 

,  Sir  A.,  the  author's  eldest  son,  812.  24a  870.  468.  556. 

— .,  David,  the  author's  second  son,  535.  529. 

— ,  James,  the  author's  third  son.  17.  80.  52.  97.  *f6.  79.  189. 

203.  211.  220.  221.  2.19.  340.  429.  45X  460.  483.  506.  689.  634. 
— ,  Elisabeth,  the  author's  step-mother.  518. 
— -,  Veronica,  the  author's  daughter,  271.  537. 

,  Dr.  the  author's  uncle,  878.  403. 496.  633. 

"  Bottom,"  687. 

Bouchier.  Governor,  683. 

Bouffler,  P*re,  his  "  First  Truths,"  160. 

Boufflers.  Madame  de.  216. 467. 468. 


Bouheurs,  Dominique,  805. 

Boulter,  Dr.  Hugh,  his  "  Monument,"  a  poem,  107. 

Boulton.  Matthew,  Esq.,  426.  488. 
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Bouquet,  Mr.,  70. 

Bourbon,  Due  de,  4G2. 

Bourdaloue.  Vive,  X&9.  373. 

Bourdonne.  Madame  de,  2A9. 

Bourke,  Archbishop,  afterwards  Earl  of  Mayo,  737. 

BouU-rim6s,  442. 

Bower,  Mr.,  794. 

Bowles.  William.  Esq..  737. 

Bow-wow  way,  Johnson**,  2G9.  4S9. 

Bowyer,  William,  the  printer.  7H9. 

Boxing.  Johnson's  skill  In,  34-2. 

Boyd.  Kon.  Charles,  296.  297. 

Boyd's  inn,  270. 

Boydell.  Mr.  Alderman,  428. 

Boyle,  the  family  of,  345 

,  Hon.  llobert,  105. 

Boys  at  school,  l.'iS. 

B<>rse,  Samuel,  the  poet,  721.  804. 

"  Bossy,"  Boswell  ko  called  by  Johnson,  371.  635.  638.  C77. 

Bradshaigh.  Laily,  63. 

Bradshaw,  John,  the  re^cidc,  738. 

,  William,  723. 

**  BragauxM,"  Jcphson's  tragedy  of,  205. 

Braidwood,  Mr.,  his  academy  for  the  deiirnnd  dumb,  403. 

Bramhail,  .\rchl)ishop,  on  Liberty  and  Necessity,  210. 

Bramins.  G58.  683. 

Bramston,  17. 

Brandy.  027.  680. 

•"  Br«rc  W4P  r*  nn  «'XL'tamatfon  of  Johnson's,  390. 

UrCAJiLriitt  wutl  aptioifHiKl,  ^'jG. 

— -  in  AtilrndDur,  634, 

Brent,  etU»,  14^ 

llnsD^ford,  JM.  719. 

Brelt,  Col  unci,  ri3, 

,  Mri,  aud  MJi«,  S3. 

Ur^wtr,  Mnjor,  3E)3. 

liritwty  at  plcTtioos,  <43, 

lirkdni.  M.uttis,  HicltArd«on's  daughter,  125. 

Hl  iL.'litlti'lin.tl'CiilP^  Hi^,  itti* 

Bfi..U>l,  i-i^i--  iiT,  Ml. 

Un  i  t M 1 1 .  I  .1  fterward*  Mrs.  Lytelton,  424. 

lU  itAi  of  lltUe  known,  609. 

"  Ikiu^ii  1  ..I  Lv     rliU'i  *.4ftSi>n  of,  530. 

**  ltr([i.sii  l»nLir«i^6,"  uu<H<m1,  "iJl. 

"  Ilritisii  itVHiiniRiy.  ■  Mfs.  I'lozzi's,  806. 

Broadley,  Captain,  618. 

Brocklesby.  Dr.  Richard.  495.  716.  736.  776.  788.  801. 

,  hit  kindness  and  liberality  to  J.,  735.  740.  776.  788. 

— .  Johnson's  letters  to.  737.  7S3. 

Brodhurst.  Mr.,  Johnson's  play-fellow,  632. 

Brodie,  Alexander,  Esq.,  79.  334. 

,  Mrs.  See  Aston. 

Brook.  Lord,  416. 

.  Mr.  of  Townmaling.  188. 

Brooke,  Mr.,  author  of"  Gust.ivus  Vasa."  40. 

— — ,  Mrs  ,  author  of"  Emily  Montague,"  145. 

Brooks.  Mrs.,  the  actress,  315. 

or  rivulets,  .S80. 

Broome,  William,  the  poet,  647.    Johnson's  Life  of,  670. 

Brother  and  sister,  reKttion  of,  112. 

Brown,  Tom,  Jiihnson's  Instructor  in  English.  7. 

,  dedicates  his  Spelling-book  "  to  the  Universe,"  7. 

,  ttev.  llnbcrt.  \7h.  593. 

•*  Capability,"  416.  635. 

Browne,  Dr.  John,  and  his  "  Estimate,"  220. 

,  Sir  Thomas,  Johnson's  Llle  of,  18.  69.  70.  103.  109. 

His  style  imiUitcd  by  Johnson,  70.  103.  582.  Fond  of 
Anglo-Saxon  diction.  70.    His  saying  of  devils,  594. 

,  haac  Hawkins,  E«i.,  314    443.  471.     His  poem  "  De 

Animi  ImmortaliUte,"  al4.    His  son,  754. 

Bruce,  Robert.  468. 

— ^,  James,  the  Ab3'ssinian  traveller,  303.  441. 

. — ,  .S,(  .1   ■,..    . 

Brumirj'j  ittvi--k  i  lii-mtres,  83. 117. 

lUunduttuin,  Haripcc's  journt-y  to,  580. 

Ilruniit,  3fl.,  462. 

BnitM,  lyl,  JTiL-ML 

UrpiiiE,  Jacob,  Esq .^  .170.  794. 

HrydRff.  Sir  J^Kermn,  183. 

Urt.l.n.s  Pntnt  t   tiH  "  Tour  through  Sicily,"  446.  617.    His 

k.  491.  617. 
Buchan,  Earl,  276.     Anecdote  of,  238. 
Buchan's  Buller,  295,  296. 
Buchanan.  George,  156.  207.  282  719. 
"  Buck,"  nearly  synonymous  with  "  dandy,"  324. 
Buckingham,  Duki-  o','  203.    His  "  Rehearsal,"  770. 

.  Marquis  of.  169.  223. 

Buckles,  slute,  269. 

^.— ,  Johnson's,  606. 

Budgell,  Eustace,  65.  255.  281.  509. 

Budworth,  Rev.  Mr.,  20.  24. 

BufTon.  Count  de,  342.  52a 

Bulkeley,  Lord,  421 . 

Bulls  by  Johnson,  770. 


Bull-dogs,  5.^8. 

Buller  of  Buchan,  295,  SOC. 

,  Mrs.  645. 

Banbury,  Sir  Charles,  436. 

.  Mrs.  140.  649. 

Bunyan'fl  "  Pilgrim's  Progress,**  iSi. 

Buonaparte.  Napoleon,  264.  S44.  349.  461.  4S3. 

Burbridge,  Mr..  62. 

Burgess*  ticket,  Johnson's,  at  Aberdeen,  29S. 

Burgoyne,  General,  surrender  at  Saratoga,  617. 

BurUl  Service,  729. 

Burke,  Right  Hon.  Edmund.  Anecdotes  of;  and  n 
upon.  22.  37.  71.  116.  136.  140.  141.  IS4.  158.  161.  IC 
177.  207.  220.  229.  23S.  240.  VO.  259.  263.  26».  268.  S 
288,  289.  296.  336.  357.  413.  426.  44&  453.  465.  4tt.  M 
520.  521.  .'>29.  540.  f)60  571.  573.  b7S.  583.  580.  60O.  61 
625.  626. 630.  639.  647.  661,  GG2.  671.  673.  6M.  681.  71 
740.  748. 756,  767.  764.  771 .  803. 

-^,  Observation  on  JiAnson's  ladles,  71.  Coanscl  li 
pleasant,"  116.  "Vindication  of  Civfl  SMaetT,' 
"  Essay  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful.'*  205.  **  Li 
the  Siierifls  of  Bristol,"  567.  Johnson's  exdaatai 
Beaconsfield,  600.  Classical  pun  on  Wilkes.  605. 
conceit  on  a  line  of  Horace,  Gri5.  Convervitioa  deMvi 
Johnson.  66a  713. 755.  Plavful  saJij  oo  Dean  Marli 
Oratory  characterUed  by  Wilkes,  GM.  Untfonn  i 
for  Johnson,  769.  Pun  on  Dr.  Brocklesljj's  aan 
Pious  proemium  to  his  will,  842. 

,  Mrs.,  164. 

,  Richard,  Edmund's  son,  731.  788. 

Burlamaqui,  478. 

Burlington,  Lord,  614. 

Burman,  Peter,  Johnson's  Life  of,  46. 

Bumaby,  Mr.  Edward.  167. 

Burnet,  Bishop,  his  "  Own  Times."  SMi  363.  446. 

.  James.  227.  299.     See  Monboddo. 

Bumev,  Dr.  Charles,  7.  16.  61.  65.  71.  85l  91.  94.9 
135.  143.  146.  15a  164,  165.  I92L  238.  266.  287.  439.  44 
469. 489.  490.  582.  620,  621.  625.  644.  661 .  686.  £9«.  7: 

Account  of  "  Irene."    Gl.      Comparison  of  Addis 

J.,  71.    "  History  of  Music,"  C2I.     His  -  Travek." 

,  Johnson's  letters  to,  94.  109.  172.  739.  785. 

,  Dr.  Cliarles,  the  younger,  794. 

,  Mrs..  17a 

,  Miss  Frances,  afterwards  Madame  D'Arblay.  64 

69a  73Z  736.  747. 755.    Imitation  of  Johmoa's  strfe 

Bums  (the  Poet),  15.  139. 

Burrowes,  Rev.  Dr.,  626.  His  Rssaj  on  the  style  of  J.  ( 

Burton,  his  "  Anatomy  of  Meiancboly,**  12.  217.  4M 
rectlun  against  melancholy.  640. 

"  Burton's  Books,"  Ust  of,  747. 

Busby,  Mr.,  68. 

Bist  of  Johnson,  Nollekens*.  5CA.  568. 

Butcher,  the  trade  of,  348. 

Bute,  John,  third  Earl  of,  126,  127.  131.  180.300.43 
448.  449.  452.  492.  517.  641.  at.  ibu.  ««.« 

.  Johnson's  leUer  to,  respecting  his  pensiim.  IS.  I 

Butler.  Archdeacon.  409.  415.  *^ 

,  Bishop,  his  "  Analogy."  278. 

,  Samuel,  259.  281.^0.  763. 

Butler's  Iludibras,  454. 

Butter,  Aberdeen,  duel  fought  for  the  hoaoor  ot  3M. 

,  Dr.  William.  494.  546.  649.  60a     """^"^  *^  *^ 

Buxton.  Jedediah,  the  extraordinary  calculator.  41V. 

Byng,  Admiral.  Johnson's  epitaph  and  «lelcnce  of.  !<& 

Byron,  Lord,  15.27.  59.  217.  27'.».  43a  440. 

,  definition  of  hypochondriacisin,  15 

,  Moore's  Life  or,  quoted,  439.  504. 

—— ,  Commodore,  399. 


Calibages,  486. 

Cadell.  Mr.,  the  bookseller,  213.  434.  43.S.  476. 

Cadogan,  Dr.  William,  on  the  gout,  334  335. 

Cain.  Lord  Byron's,  279.  * 

"  Calamities  of  Authors,"  D'lsraeli^s.  32. 

Calcraft,  Mr.,  497. 

Calculators,  ordinary  intellect  of,  480. 

Calder.  Dr.  John.-249. 

"  Caliban  of  Literature,"  epithet  applied  to  Johaaoa.! 

Caligula,  his  exclamation,  A91. 

"  Called,"  phenomenon  of  hearing  oneself  685. 

Callimachus,  merits  of,  665.  * 

Calumny,  or  ridicule,  Johnion's  indiflbrcmce  to, 

Cambridge,  Richard  Owen,  Esq.,  461.  452.  579.  71s. 

— ,  University,  185.    Johnson's  visit  to  ICI^  * 

Camden,  Charles  Pratt,  first  Earl,  435.  600 

Cimden's  "  Remains, '  698.  729. 

Cameron,  Dr.  Architudd,  his  execution,  42. 

Camerons,  family  of  the.  367. 

Campbell.  Hon.  Archibald.  188. 213.  250.     His  ' 

a  Middle  State,"  389.  759.    Some  account  oC  Stt. 

,  Lord  Neil,  389.  *«,*»• 

,  Colonel  Sir  Archibald,  613. 

,  Hev.  Dr.   Thomas.  107.  377.  443»  444.  447. 

"  Philosophical  Survey  of  Ireland,**  531 . 
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"11,  Dr.  John,  122.  142.  182.  191.  213.  250.435.  577, 

Political  Survey,"  377.  4H4.  794. 
s\.  John,  minister  or  Kippen,  182. 
jiigo.  who  shot  Lord  EgllotouD,  195.  558. 
tneral,  353. 
r.,  a  purser,  188. 

r..  factor  to  the  Dake  of  Argyle.  38.  373.  880.  383. 
)lonel  Mure,  533. 
de,"  of  Voltaire,  115, 116.  617. 
r,  Johnson's,  721.  739. 

(,  Right  Hon.  Georgp,  on  Public  Education,  498. 
)s  uf  Criticlsni,"  Rdwardt's,  86. 
ic  mind  to  be  cleared  of,  731. 
Melchior.  a  Spaniili  Dominican,  46! . 
■Mward.  Preface  to  bis  Sbaiispeare,  656. 
li.  Marquis,  author  of  Ganganetti's  Letters,  592. 
cus,  442. 
aving.  200.  406  501.. V)2. 

his  mode  of  composing  his  mind,  .^53. 
a.  Lord,  afterwards  Earl  of  Buchan,  238. 
».  Mrs.,  Johnson's  first  Uve,  488.  703. 
•ss  Husband,"  Cibber's,  444. 
mess.  601 . 
;>ton,  Lord,  253. 

1,  Captain,  his  **  Memoirs,"  774. 
.  l-rederick.  fifth  earl  of,  605.  (©1. 
hnsun's  opinion  of  his  "  Father's  Revenge,"  743. 
r.,  of  Limekilns,  374. 
hen,  Lord,  443. 
lael.  Miss,  570. 
»,  Queen,  401. 
ir  WiilUm,  296. 

lev.  Mr.  his  '•  Sermons."  271,  272. 
ers'  Hi(;hland  Note  Book,  808. 
•s'  "  State  Papers,"  342. 

'homas,  his  "  Lifu  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,"  307. 
Dr.  Nicholas.  34. 
'.   434. 

1.  Elizabeth,  16.  34.  39,  40.  43.  48.  50.  52.  63.  G5.  1.^3. 
.'>0.  G85.  731.  755.  contributes  to  the  "Rambler," 
ohnsoh's  letter  to,  101.    Her  character  of  Johnson, 

,  John,  Lord,  afterwards  Earl  Granville,  31 S.  362.    ' 

p.  722. 

lans,  order  of,  480. 

)<ht.  Dr,  Edmund,  memoirs  of,  504. 

s.  424. 

,  Ode  to  Pope  Urban.  31. 

luhiison.  Nollekens',  565.  568. 

)ne,  "  II  Corteggianu,"  on  good  breeding,  359. 

men,  683. 
in«.n's,  722. 

George,  the  pewtorer  of  Briittol,  510. 
t,  Charles,  ninth  Earl.  472.  613. 
le  Street,  Tavern,  343. 
icon,"  465. 

inU  Greek  at  an  advanced  age,  680. 
idiiion's.  591.      Soliloquy,  836. 
Ir.  John.  7;'>2.  7G7. 
i.  Miss,  .^26. 
r.  Edward,  character  and  anecdotes  of,  23  28.  82. 2M. 

44,  45  47,  48,  49.  G5.  66.  84.  lUI.  121.  231t.  241.  604. 
Johnson's   letter*  to,  23.   29.  3.^  34.  38,39.  46.  47. 
vcr.ses  addres»cd  to,  31 .     Letter  to  Richardson  re- 
ig  the  "  R".mbler,"  05.    "  Life"  by  Johnson,  84. 
(C|)h,  brother  of  Edward,  101,  102,  103. 
Castle,  301,302. 
rd,  302 

,  Mr.  Windham's  servant,  807. 
olotiel,  M.  241 
I."  Mli.s  Burney's,  722. 
ies.  small,  the  bane  of  men  of  talents,  438. 
■»,  George,  Esq  ,  45. 

•xandcr,  E»q.,  .M.  63.  65,  66,  67, 68.  71.  82.  121.  184, 
M.  212.222.  249.  25a 

Leison  In  Biography.  797.  838. 
"Literature,  118. 
rlain.  Mrs.  4'.9. 
rlaync.  Rev.  Mr,.  760. 
ward.  Esq..  686. 

rs,  proputais  for  his  Dictionary,  69.  582.  Johnson's 
otuided  partly  upon  that  of,  69. 

Knbert,  90.  181.  189.  193.  2«,  266.  268.  29«.  411.  413. 
0,  677.  Johnson's  character  of,  676.  Letter  to,  90. 
dy  and  Miss,  411. 

•  William,  his  ••  Chinese  Architecture,"  720.  "  Ori- 
[hardening,"  325.  **  Heroick  Epistle"  to,  quoted,  325. 

therine,  Johnson's  maid-servant,  113.  115.  187. 

.  Roliert.  2<l5.  270.  276.  283.  289.  300.  305.  342.  383. 

-.  Anthony,  Es<^..  163.  298.  445.  521.  634.  567.  680.634, 

•ion,"  a  periodical  paper,  61. 

iors,  ho«  chosen,  232. 

;s,"  the,  a  comedy,  257. 

r.  Dr.  Samuel.  4(>. 

r.  Dr.  Richard,  483.    Hit  "  Travels,"  4.';7. 

y,  56S. 


Chapel,  Dr.,  259. 

Chapone,  Hester,  Johnion's  letter  to,  743.    Ste  Mtilso. 

Character,  influence  of,  615. 

Characters,  first  instance  of  delineation  of,  664. 

— — ,  how  historians  should  draw,  636. 

— — ,  showing  only  the  bright  tide  of,  671 . 

,  extraordinary,  generally  exaggerated,  484. 

— ,  Johnson's  delight  in  drawing,  834. 

Charade,  Johnson's,  on  Dr.  Barnard,  722. 

Charing  Cross,  443. 

Charity,  Christian,  757.    Judicious  distribution  of.  394. 

,  Johnsons,  127.  183.  394.  570.  632.  697.770.  834.  836. 

Charlemont,  Earl  of,  257, 298,  643.  680.   Hardy's  Life  of,  88. 

Charles  the  First.  72.  250  383.  454. 

,  the  Second,  151.  444.  448.  454.  484.  667. 

,  Edward,  Prince.     See  Pretender. 

,  the  Fifth,  celebrates  his  own  obsequtps,  578. 

,  the  Twelfth,  of  Sweden,  46.  685. 

Charlotte.  Queen,  184. 

Charlton,  Dr.,  741. 

Charms,  belief  in,  317. 

Chastity,  192.  334.    First  female  virtue.  63C. 

Chatclet,  460. 

Chatham,  William,  Earl  of,  37.  58.  181.  244.  254. 43&  617-  769. 

Chats  worth,  415.  f>64.  784. 

Chatterton,  Thomas,  his  poems,  510.  701. 

Chaucer,  386. 

Chemistry.  Johnson's  fondness  for,  40,  634.  657.  738. 

Chester.  417. 

Chesterfield,  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  fourth  Earl  of,  9.  45. 
.56.  57.  61.  68.  84.85,  86,  87,  &8.  93.  148,  149.  1.^2.  158.  184. 
217.  223.  249.  '^82.  297.  305.  345.  362.  430.  440.  446.  511. 
530  .541.  5.58.  615.  629.  641,  642.  680.  696.  715.  774.  Al- 
leged neglect  of  Johnson,  245.  His  papers  in  "  The 
World,"  85.  Johnson's  celebrated  letter  to,  85.  His 
"  Letters  to  his  Son."  character  uf,  87.  440.  444.  446.  511. 

Chevalier,  the,  309,  310.  318.  326. 

Chevey  Chkse.  838. 

Chevne.  Dr.  George,  his  "English  Malady,"  14.  522.  HU 
"  Treatise  on  Health."  503.     His  rule  of  conduct,  313. 

Cheyncl,  Francis,  Johnson's  Life  of,  278. 

Chiesley  of  Dalrv.  342. 

Children,  treatment  and  education  of.  6.  8. 15.  154.  206.  295. 
336.  469.  503.  537.  628.  661.    Johnson's  fondness  for,  722. 

,  old  men's,  6. 

China,  wall  of,  hSG.    Chinese  language.  611. 

"  Choice  of  Dilficulties,"  311. 

Choisi,  Abbe  de.  609. 

Cholmondeiey.  G.  J..  Esq.,  779. 

.  Hon.  and  Rev.  George,  349.    Mrs  ,  349.  003.  650.  740. 

Christian.  Rev.  Mr.,  191. 

'•  Christian  Hero,"  Steele's,  484. 

Christian  charily.  757. 

religion,  evidences  of,  135.  137.  147.  152.  155.  840. 

faiib.  liable  to  be  disturbed,  733. 

Christianity,  the  highest  perfection  of  humanitv,  181. 

.  the  atonement,  the  great  article  of,  '£2.  .557.  694.  841. 

Chris  lans,  the  differences  among,  657. 

Christ's  satisfaction,  292.841. 

Chudlcigh.  Miss.  f«. 

Church,  the  satisfaction  of  meeting  at,  683. 

-^  of  England,  ecclesiastical  discipline  of,  755. 

architecture.  481. 

— — ,  patronage,  2.VJ, 

—^  property,  confiscated.  711. 

Churchill,  Charles,  the  poet.  35.  133.  165.  171. 571.  His  satire 
oa  Johnson,  107.  138.  Johnson's  opinion  of,  142. 

Churton,  Rev.  Ralph.  264.  729.  764.  819. 

Cibber,  Coilev.  43.  .53.  56.  57,  58.  84.  136.  190.  206.  251.  365. 
405.  3isG.  438.  443.  504.  506.  516.  555,  666.  584.  741. 

,  hts  Apology,  206.  516. 

,  Theopiiiius,  his  "Lives  of  the  PoeU,"  57.  504.  .533. 

,  Mrs.,  304. 

Cicero,  461 .  His  defence  of  lawyers.  189. 

,  his  character  of  Appius  applied  to  Johnson,  791. 

"  Citiien  of  the  World,"  Goldsmith's.  140. 

Clanrannald,  Captain,  ballad  in  honour  of  him,  364. 

Clans,  order  of  the  Scottish,  4lU. 

Clapp,  Mrs.,215 

Clare,  Robert  Nugent,  Lord.  222.  6ni. 

Clarendon.  I^rd,  202,  376  616.  His  History,  97.  367.  His 
style,b2.5    ManuscripU,  476. 

Claret,  characterised  by  Johnson,  609.  627-  680. 

••  Clarissa  Harlowe,"  73.  508.  GG^.  830.    "  Index"  to,  73. 

,  preface  to,  written  by  Dr.  Warburton.  Hii. 

Clark,  Alderman  Richard,  610.  Johnson's  lultcr  to.  747. 

,  Mr.,  his  pampnlet  on  Ossian,  745. 

Clarke,  Dr.  Samuel,  135.  210.  His  works  recommended, 
135.807.    His  "Sermons,"  579.  806.  841. 

,  Godfrey,  229. 

Claxton,  Mr..  260. 

Clenard,  Nicholas,  his  Greek  Gramirar.  660. 

"  Cleone,"  Dodsiey  s  tragedy  of,  113.  (m. 

"  Cleonlce."  Hoole's  play  of,  427. 

Clephane,  M.  M.,  Marchioness  of  Northampton,  3C4. 

Clergy  .  228.  237, 238.  302.  640.  598.  683. 

,  their  preaching  not  sufficiently  plain,  156.  218. 
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Clergy,  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  their  parithioDen, 

219.  English,  350. 

,  Scottish,  228  293.  350. 

,  Irish,  220. 

,  jollity  of,  offensive,  679. 

,  dress  of,  should  be  in  character,  C79. 

Clergyman,  Addi»on'«  portrait  or.  679. 
— ^,  Hohnson's  model  of,  679. 

,  his  letter  to  a  young,  651 . 

Clerk,  Sir  Philip  Jennings,  680. 

Clerke,  Lady,  o(  Pennycuick,  329. 

Clermont,  Lady.  646. 

f  Meveland,  Duchess  of,  151. 

Climate,  244. 

Clive,  Robert,  Bret  Lord.  609.  615.  635. 

,  Mrs..  123.  304.  656.  741. 

Clothes,  fine,  494. 

Club,  Ivy-lane,  formed  by  Johnson,  58.  107.  745.  752. 

.Literary,  founded  by  Reynoldsi,  103. 177,  I7H.  257.  263. 

298.  436.  445.  fi'M,  529.  532.  537.  573.  590.  646.  6(9.  681.  771. 

.  Boar's  Head,  348. 

,  Queen's  Arms',  682. 

. ,  K*»Pi  llend,  7AS. 

, ,  Kumeli^n,  7W. 

— .,  Jcphntnn'f  deHnUiori  of  A,  T4{i. 

"Clu1wiblyM:t«."74f^ 

Ciiiichti1iilCi«r»'  Iloll,  fM. 

€Qanv  riill^ry+  JMlin»on''i  pawi>r«  of.  662. 

robh,  Mri.t  f>.  lya.  197.  nt^  ilS.  490.  632.    Account  of,  639. 

Cobham,  Lord,  14^.  til 4. 

Ceick-lAne  ghoit,  VA^.  ^\ 

Cocker'*  Arkhmutk,  3tW, 

Cohausen,  477. 

C«in,  exportation  of,  698. 

Coke,  Lord,  232. 

Col.  Island  of.  363,  364,  3r>5.  369. 

.  Donald  Maclean,  the  young  Laird  of,  294.  299.  350  362, 

853.  362. 365.  367.  371,  372.  373.  378, 379,  380.  426.  469.  471. 
— ^,  Montrose's  letters  to  the  Laird  of,  368. 
Colbome,  the  calculating  boy,  480. 
Colchester,  159. 
Colds.  191.  360. 

Cole,  Mr.,  of  Norton  Street,  331. 
Colcbrookc,  Sir  George,  465. 
Coliseum,  Johnson's  mind  compared  to  the,  21 1. 
College  Tutor.  838. 
Collier,  Jeremy,  750. 
— >,  Dr.  of  the  Commons,  619. 

,  CapUln  Sir  George,  161. 

Collins,  William,  the  poet.  40.  82.  90,  91. 102.  130.  457. 

"  Collyer  Joel,"  106. 

Colman.  George.  Esq.,  sen.,  65.  123.247,  248.251.  298.  436. 

511.521.525.604.  657.660. 

,  his  "  Odes  to  Obscurity  and  Oblivion,"  442. 

•^—t  his  imitation  of  Johnson's  style,  796. 

,  George,  Esq.,  jun.,  his  "  Random  Records"  quoted,  511. 

Colquhoun,  Sir  James  and  Lady  Helen,  391 . 

Colson,  Kev.  John,  Mr.  Walmesley's  letter  to,  27.  68. 

Colville,  Lady,  Dowager.  399.  401,  402. 

Combermere,  417. 

Commandment,  the  ninth,  modes  of  reading,  51. 

Commentaries  on  the  Bible,  613. 

Commerce,  449. 

Commerce  and  Literature  to  be  united,  837. 

Common  Prayer  Book.  762. 

Commons,  House  of,  688. 

Communion  of  Saints,  761 . 

Community  of  goods,  doctrine  of,  262. 

Company,  767.    Cause  of  Johnson's  fondness  for,  42. 

"Comparisons,  176.  721. 

Compassion,  Johnson's,  758.  634. 

ComphdnU,  664.  715. 

Compliments,  202.  458.  548.  610.  619. 

Composition,  652.  657,  658.    Happy  raoments  for,  275. 

>— ,  Johnson's  advice  respecting,  285. 

,  his  extraordinary  powers  of,  16.60.  69.  63.  115^  177. 

2Hb.  299.  445.  508. 513.  804. 
"  Compositor,"  The.  770. 

Compton,  Rev.  James,  a  Benedictine  his  conversion,  727. 
Condamine's  account  of  the  savage  girl.  '299. 
Condr,  Prince  of,  462.  46C. 
Condescension,  655. 
Conduct,  gradations  in,  679. 
Confession.  210.  489. 
"  Confessions."  Rousseau's,  175, 176. 
Confinement,  586. 
"  Conge  d'elire,"  771. 
Congreve,  W.  the  poet,  204.  207.  557.  Johnson's  "  Life"  of, 

647.  672. 

.  Rev.  Charles.  Johnson's  schoolfellow,  8.  204.  488.  494. 

Conjugal  infidelity.  192. 696. 
••  Connoisseur."  The,  143. 
Constable,  I^ord  High,  of  Scotland,  296. 
Conscience  and  shame  contrasted,  883. 
Const,  Francis.  Esq.,  499. 
Con«titution,  the  British.  482. 


Constructive  treason,  683. 
Contentment,  576. 
Contradiction,  629. 

.  Johnson's  spirit  of,  49.'i.  602.  514.  546.  O 

ConversaUon,  111.451.  483.493.  512.  578.  606. 

713. 719.  757. 

,  the  happiest  kind  of.  450. 

,  and  talk,  distinction  between.  719. 

,  Lord  Bacon's  precept  for,  738. 

— — ,  questioning,  nut  the  proper  mode  of,  ISS 

,  Johnson's  great  powers  of,  691.  G03.  62S 

Conversions,  210.  572.  696. 

Convict*,  586. 767. 

Convocation  of  the  clergy,  158. 

Convulsions.  Johnson  afflicted  with,  24.  41.  9G 

Convents.  123.  176.  283.  480. 

Conway,  Ladv,  233. 

,  Walpole's  letters  to.  184.  363.  439. 

,  Castle,  421.  428. 

Cook,  Captain  James.  496.     Hii  "  Vo«i««, 
Cooke,  Thomas,  the  translator  of  **  Hestod," 

,  his  speech  on  presenting  Foote  to  a  dul 

,  anecdote  respecting  him,  Johnson,  and  C 

Cookery,  273. 

,  Johnson's  opinion  of  French,  1€0.    Al 

Books  of,  should  be  on  philosophical  prind 

,  Glass's,  written  by  Dr:  Hill,  592. 

Cooper,  John  Gilbert,  author  of  the  **  LUi 

disparaging  mention  of,  219.  rf44.  655. 

.Sir  Grey.  2-22. 

Coote,  Sir  Eyre,  303, 304. 

Copy-money,  in  Italy,  first  paid  to  Baretti.5« 

Copyright.  149.  286. 

Corbeti.  Mr.  Andrew,  12. 

Corelli,  the  singer,  444. 

Coriat,  Tom,  238. 

"  Coriat.  Junior,"  Paterson's.  238. 

Cork  and  Orrery,  Hamilton,  sixth  Earl  of,  2! 

,  Edmund,  seventh  Earl  of,  645.  659. 

,  Mary  Monkton.  Countess  of.  645.  6tO. 

,  new  letter  to  the  editor,  G46. 

Com  Laws,  220. 

Comey,  Bolton,  editor  of  Goldsmith.  174. 

Comeille,  Pierre,  372.  689. 

Cornish  fishermen,  680. 

Corporations  and  boroughs,  45A. 

Corpulency,  729. 

'*  Corrichatachin,"  Mr.  McKinnon  of.  314.  31 

Corsica,  175.  179.189. 193. 191,  199.  902.  3G7. 

"  Corteggiauo  "  of  Castlglione,  oa  good  hrc 

Corycius  Senex,  715. 

CotUges  in  Skie  described,  352. 

Cotterel.  Admiral,  79.    Miss,  79.  12Gt.  129.  3R.' 

Cotton,  Sir  Lynch  Salusbury.  417.     Sir  Rofe 

417.  658. 
,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  afterwards  Sir  Robert  and 

419.  658. 
.^.Robert,  Esq., 418. 

Coulson,  Rev  Mr  ,  of  University  CoUese.  27, 
"Council"  of  Trent,  29.  38. 
"  Coiraseller  Van,"  a  rock  on  the  Wy«,  1 17, 
Counting,  the  good  of.  725. 
Country  gentlemen,  243.  298,  299.  315.  656L  71 

life,  387.  553.  679.  581.  598.  616.  776. 

Courage,  443.  686. 608.  637. 
— ,  Johnson's,  879L 
Court,  attendants  on  a.  described.  111, 
of  Session  in  vScotland,  403.  428. 


Courtenay,  John,  Esq.,  768.  828.  830. 

,  his  *^  Poetical  Review  "  quoted, 

,  his  description  of  Sir  Joshua *s  table.  519 


luoted,  14.  70.  1( 


Courting  the  acquaintance  of  the  great,  37.  17 

Courtown,  Lord,  456. 

Courts  of  Germany,  manners  best  learnt  at.  3 

martial,  658.  ^ 

Coveriey,  Sir  Roger  de,  454. 

Cow,  BoswelPs  skill  in  imitating  a,  402. 

Cowardice,  606. 

Cowdray,^pular  superstition  respecting,  711 

Cowlev,  Benedictine  prior,  460. 

,  the  poet.  69.  81 .  210.  381 .  385  503.  572. 

Cowper,  William,  15.  72.  460.  505.  ;  his  Hom< 

,  Eari,  libel  on,  499. 

Cox,  771. 

Coxcombs,  219. 

Coxeter,  Thomas,  171.  547. 

Crabho,  Rev.  George,  450.  His  **  Village.**  74 

Cradock,  Jos.,  anecdotes  of  Johnson,  208.  47 

Craggs,  secretary,  S22.    The  two,  48. 

Craig,  Mr.,  the  architect,  285.  618. 

Cranburne,  Lady,  647. 

Cran  fields,  170. 

Cranmer,  Archbishop,  453. 

Cranston,  Mr.  David,  406. 

Grantor,  the  philosopher,  exclamation  of,  90. 

Crashaw,  Richard,  hia  **  Epigrammata  Sacra.' 

Craster,  Mr.,  79. 
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Craarord,  Mr.,  Johnton'i  antwer  to,  837. 

Cnren,  Lady.  Ml.  645.  M7. 

"  Creation,"  Blackmore'i,  211. 

CreduUtT,  879. 399.  615.    Johnson's.  608 

Croeda,302. 

Crichtoo,  Robert,  Lord  Sanquhar,  297- 

**  Critical  Revirw."  139.  1A5.  186.  604.  508.  651. 

Critlciini,  356.  624,  625.  645. 

,  a  cttriout  one  or  Johnion'i,  190. 

,  example*  of  true,  205. 

Croft,  ReT.  Herbert,  660.    "  Life  of  Young,"  673.    '•  Lore 

and  Madneii,"  720. 
— >,  hlf.ftvle  described  bjr  Burke.  673. 
— <«,  ■inoular  advice  to  a  pupil,  766. 
Croker,  Hev.  Temple  Henry,  translator  of  "  Arlosto,"  129. 

,  Alley,  680.    Colonel,  of  BalUngard,  680. 

Crompton,  Mr.,  24. 

Cromwell,  44.    Johnson  designs  to  write  his  life,  737. 

,  Noble's  •*  Memoirs"  of.  738. 

Croebie,  Mr.  Andrew.  270.  277.  456.  527. 

••  Cross  re«itnffs."  Caleb  Whitefoord's  dlTertlog,  770. 

Crouch.  Mrs..  733. 

Crousas's  "  Exaraen"  of  Pope's  ••  Essay  on  Man,"  39. 47. 

Crown,  Us  power,  236.    Influence  of,  in  Parliament,  216. 

"  Cmdlties."  Coriat's,  238. 

Cruikshanks.  Mr.,  the  surgeon,  19&  731.   Letters  to.  739.  787. 

Crusoe;  Robinson,  461. 

Cmtcbley,  Jeremiah,  Eiq.,  752. 

CuchUlen's  well.  851. 

Cucumbers,  364. 658. 

**  Cul-bono  "  man,  680. 

CuilUn,  the  mountains.  345. 

Cullen.  Dr.  William.  230.  277. 455.  551.  749. 

.— .  Mr.,  afterwards  Lord  Cullen,  230.  277.  53a  566. 

Colloden,  battle  of,  32S.  455. 

Culrouie,  384.    Laird  of.  384. 

Cumberland,  William,  Duke  of,  420.  455. 

,  Duchess  of,  253. 

— ,  Richard,  28.  230. 321.  507.  794.    "  Odes,"  508.    **  Wal. 

loons."  706. 

,  character  of  Sir  Fretful  Plagiary  intended  for  him,  248. 

,  his  mode  of  study,  681 . 

^^,  his  conversation  described,  794. 

,  his  lines  descriptive  of  Johnson's  characttir, 
Cumming,  Thomas,  the  Quaker,  296,  296.  843.  729. 
Cunfaigham,  Sir  John,  394. 
Cunning,  337. 
Cunningham,  P.  Esq.,  contributes  notes  to  this  edition,  9. 28. 

32.43,  44.48.  6a  86.  108.  128.  136,  137.  142.  174.  184.  215. 

218.  221  274.  349.  366L  863.  867.  385.  410.  43a  439.  443.  448w 

454.  462.  465. 
Caper's  Gardens,  366. 
Curates,  salaries  of,  54a 
••Curiosities  of  Literature.**  D'Israeli's,  669. 
Cariosity,  22. 
Curl,  41. 

Cnrran,  John  PhUpot,  439. 
Currants,  725. 

Cost,  Francis  Cockayne,  51, 52. 
Ctttts,  Lady,  Atterbury's  sermun  on,  572. 
-  Cyder,"  Philip's,  288. 
**  Cypress  Grove,"  Drummond  of  llawthoroden's,  322. 


Dader,  Madame,  her  **  Homer,"  609. 

**  Dcmonology,"  King  James's,  627. 

Dalle,  •*  On  the  FiUhers."  366. 

Dale,  Mrs..  416. 

Dialen,  Olans  von, "  History  of  Sweden  "  recommended,  231 . 

DalU*.  Miis,29l. 

Dalrymple,  Sir  David.     «v  Halles. 

,  Sir  John,  249.  268. 409,  404. 

— ,  his  discoveries  respecting  Russell  and  Sydney,  2<9. 

,  Johnson's  burlesque  of  his  style.  404. 

—  ,  Lady  Margaret,  Countess  of  Loudnn,  394. 

Daliel,  Andrew,  GnA  professor  at  Edinburgh,  795. 

Darner,  Hon.  John,  628. 

Dance,  Mr.,  the  architect,  232. 

Dancing,  advocated  by  Johnson,  200. 680. 

•*  Dandy,"  324. 

DwMS,  the,  741 .  Danish  colony.  286.    Fort.  316. 

Dantoo.  249. 

D'Arblay,  Madame    See  Bumey,  Frances. 

Darippe,  Captain,  307. 

Darius,  shade  of,  6S9. 

Darteneuf.  Charles.  484. 

Dartmouth,  Lord.  446. 

Darwin,  Dr..  disl  ke  between  Johnson  and,  415. 

Dash  wood.  Lady,  637. 

Dsttng  letters,  a  laudable  habit,  645. 

D'Avenant.  Sir  William,  236. 

David  and  Music,  838. 

Dftvlee,  Mr.  Thomas,  the  actor  and  bookseller,  character  and 

anecdotes  of,  133.  144.  158.  165.  166.  194,  195.  206.  247.  264. 

410.  430.  443,  444,  44.\  457.  570,  571.  679.  667,  658. 

,  •*  Life  of  Garrick,"  7.  61. 651.    Letters  to,  735. 787. 

«—t  ChurcfaUrs  sarcasm  on  hU  acting,  183. 


Davlet.bis  "  Prettr  Wife,"  133. 166.  735.  787. 

Dawkins,  Henry,  Esq.,  695. 

Day-labourers,  wages  of,  716. 

Dead,  legal  redress  for  libels  on  the  character  of,  499. 

-^  language,  on  writing  verses  In,  464. 

Deaf  and  dumb,  Mr.  Broidwood's  academy  for,  403. 

Deafness,  Johnson's,  835. 

Deane,  Rev.  Richard.  "  On  the  fiiture  Life  of  Brutes."  191 . 

Death,  65. 112.  116.  206.  211.  234.  322.  331.  374.  402.  545,  546, 
547.  595.  601.  7U7, 706.  733.  742.  748.  752.  756. 763,  764.  798. 

,  reflecilons  on  a  violent,  112. 

— «,  Southwell's  stanaas  upon,  420. 

— ,  preparation  for,  374. 

Death-bed  resentments.  346. 

repentance,  J.'s  opinion,  and  Dr.Wishart's  book  on,  350. 

Debates,  Johnson's.  32.  44.  45.  804. 

Debt,  misery  of  being  in,  707. 

Debts,  117.  536. 

Deception,  reprobation  of.  835. 

"  Decline  and  Fall."  Gibbon's,  484. 

Dedications.  254.  863.  631.    Readiness  to  write.  172. 

and  prefaces,  by  Johnson,  and  remarks  on.  48.  56.  24. 

83.  99.  106.   119.  121.  124.  180.  158.  172. 179.  181.  187.  246. 
254.  343.  365.  531. 

Deflnitions.  6.  97.  273.  278.  399.  578.  609. 606.  612.  614. 

De  Foe.  Daniel,  invents  the  story  of  Mrs.  Veal's  ghost, 
234.     His  "  Robinson  Crusoe,"  5H5. 

Degeneracy  of  mankind  disputed,  251 . 

Decrees.  Johnson's, 37. 275.  A.M.  Oxon.,  91.  LL.D.  Dub- 
lin, 168.    D.C.L.  Oxon,  441. 

De  Groot,  Isaac,  Johnson's  kindness  for,  536. 

Deist,  88.  174. 

Delanr,  Dr.,  his  "  Observations  on  Swift,"  845.  579.  667. 

Delap,  Rev.  Dr.,  180. 

Delay,  danger  of,  112 

Delicacy.  834. 

Delitescense.  838. 

Demetrius,  60.    Democritus.  688. 

"  Drmonax,"  character  applied  to  Johnson,  665. 

Demosthenes,  45.  168.  249. 

Dempster,  George.  Esq..  139.  148. 151.  897.    Miss.  449. 

his  letter  to  Boswell  un  Johnson's  "Journey,"  405.  431. 

Denbigh,  418. 

Denina,  "  Discorso  della  Letteratura,"  159. 

Denmark,  Queen  of,  200. 

Dennis,  John,  his  critical  works  worth  collecting,  607. 

Departed  spiriu.  appearance  of,  116.  138.  685.  756. 

"  DepediUtion,"  Foote's,  305. 

Depression  of  spiriu,  treatment  of,  28. 

Derby,  China  manufactory  at,  549. 

,  Rev.  J.,  483.  581. 

,  Countess  of,  388.  390. 

Derrick.  Samuel,  Esq.,  35.  131.  134.  165.346.622.721.735. 
His  "Letters," 301. 

Descriptions  contrast  with  realities,  803  309.  723. 

"  Deserted  Village,"  258.    Johnson's  share  in,  174. 

Desmoulins,  Mrs..  4.  12.  14,20.  79.  228.  570.  597.  620.  624. 626. 
654.  684.  736.  746.   John.  801.  841,  142.  84& 

Despotic  governments,  591 

Devaynes,  John,  Esq.,  754. 

Devil,  printer's.  686. 

Devonshire,  Willura,  Duke  of,  167.  557.  His  dogged  vera- 
city, 625. 

,  Georgina  Duchess  of,  624. 

Devotion,  733. 

"  DUlogues  of  the  Dead,"  Lyttleton's,484.  673. 

,  two  by  Reynolds,  lu  imiUtion  of  Johoton,  601. 

Diamond,  Mr.,  7K. 

Diary,  Johnson's,  235.  280. 

.  the  utility  of  keeping  one,  148.  261.  572.  716. 

"  Diary  of  a  Lover  of  Literature,"  Mr,  Guene's,  446. 

Dibdin,  Mr.  Charles,  212. 

Dick,  Sir  Alexander,  278.  401.  403.  .^86.  725.  748. 

,  letter  to  Johnson  on  the  effect  of  his  "  Journey,"  527. 

.  the  king's  messenger,  331 . 

"  Dictionary."  Johnson's,  54.  56.  57,  5«.  84.  85.  89,  90,  91, 92, 
93.  94.  95.  96.  <*7.  98,  99.  100.  ia3  IC9.  128u  161.  225.  230. 
246.  247.  264.  278.  293  358.  479.  531,  532.  612.  636.  655. 

,  first  pubUshed.  96.  Wilkes's  Jeu  d'esnrit  on.  98.  Gar- 
rick's  epigram  on.  99.  Johnson's  profits  bv.  100.  Knitome 
of.  109.  Felicity  with  which  the  examples  are  selected. 
757.    Particulars  as  to  the  practical  compilation  of,  58.  827. 

Dido  722. 

"  D^iU  est  proprie,"  Ac.  of  Horace  explained,  516.  819. 

Dilatoriness,  Johnson's,  665. 

Diily,  Edward,  260.  265.  441.  444.  476.  514.  flOl.  Ac.  615l  617. 
631.633.687.692,699. 

,  his  letter  to  Boswell  on  "  The  Lives  of  the  FocU,"  630. 

,  letter  mis-addressed  to.  536. 

,  Squire,  692. 

,  Charies.  692.  747. 

Dioely,  Goodyere.  Sir  John,  275. 

Dining-Ubles,  Macleod's,  345. 

Dinners,  160.  512. 

Diogenes  LaerUus,  503.  650. 

Diploma,  J.'s  as  Burgess  of  Aberdeen,  292.     See  Degrees. 

Dlrletou's  Doubts.    Lord  Hardwtcke's  opinion  of,  563. 
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Disease,  its  effect  on  the  mind,  740. 

Diseases,  acute  and  clironicjil,  707. 

Dislilie.  mutual,  645. 

D'Israell,  J.  Esq..  32.  41)0.  624.  669. 

"  Dissertation  on  the  Prophecies,"  759. 

Dissimulation.  189. 

Distinctions,  617. 

Distortions  of  Johnson's  countenance,  24. 

Distrust,  539. 

••  Dirersions  of  Purlcv."  fil6. 

••  Divine  Legation,"  Warburton's,  6C9. 

Divorces,  614. 

Dixie,  Sir  Wolstan,  21. 

*'  Dock."  and  Plymouth,  dispute  t>etween,  128.  836. 

Doctor,  title  of,  not  used  by  Juhnson,  168.  441. 

,  minor  and  major,  294. 

••  Doctor  of  Physic,"  4-21K  430.  454.  .^27. 

"  Doctrine  of  Grace,"  Warburton's.  293. 

Dotid,  Dr.,  634.  536.  541,  Sec.  .M6.  .ViO.  579.  586  ft90.  726.  831. 

Johnson's  assistance  to.  534.  541 .  bM).  Letters  to  J..  542, 543. 

J.'s  letterto,  543.  831.    "  Thoughts  in  Prison  "  586. 
—— ,  his  letter  descriptive  of  Johnson's  person  and  manner, 

590.     Horace  Walpole's  description  of  him,  541. 
Doddridge,  Dr.  Philip,  357. 
Dodington,  G.  B.,  (Lord  Melcombe),  65.  68.  673. 
Dodsley,  Robert,  28.  Zh.  56.  bl.  59.  61,62. 79.  87. 106. 113.  115. 

484.  506.  686.  590.  636.  660. 
.  His  "  Public  Virtue,"  660.    His  tragedy  of  "  Cleone,' 

660. 

.James.  56.61.484. 

Dodwell,  Rev.  Dr.,  418. 

Dogs,  207.  379.  430.  558.     Eaten  in  Chna,  256. 

Doing  penance  in  church,  334. 

DoUand,  Mr.,  82. 

Dominlcetti,  an  Italian  quack,  his  baths,  208. 

Donaldson,  Alexander,  the  bookseller,  149,  15a 

Donatus.  180. 

Donne,  Dr..  his  vision,  402.  483.  His  Satires,  837. 

Dorchester,  Catherine  Sedley,  Countess  of,  278. 

Dorothea,  Klectress  of  Hanover,  190. 

Dossle,  Robert,  658. 

Dosa,  George  and  Luke,  174. 

Dorset,  l^jrd.  446.    Rochester's  allusion  to,  280. 

Douglas,  crowned  heart  In  the  arms  of,  654. 

. ,  Home's  tragedy  of,  15.5.  390.  437.  581. 

— — ,  Duchess  of,  277. 

,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  36. 72. 

86.  110.  195.  218.  468.  603.  755. 

,  his  •'  Milton  no  Plagiary,"  72l 

,  Dr.,  a  physician,  his  collection  of  editions  of  Horace, 

766. 

,  Sir  John.  549. 

,  Lady  Lucy,  390. 

.   cause.  190.  2.^5.  2.M).  272.  387.  391.  494.  569. 

Dovedale,  416. 

Dover,  second  Duko  of,  453. 

Doxy,  Miss.  641. 

Doyle.  Sir  F.  H..97. 

Drake,  Sir  Francis.  Johnson's  Life  of,  43.  228. 

Draughtji,  tranquillising  effects  of  the  game  of,  106. 

Dream,  Johnson's,  6-Mi. 

Dreams,  benignant  influence  of,  75. 

Dreghorn,  Lord,  159,  160.  279.  401.  431.  480.  522. 

*•  Drelincourt  on  Death,"  234. 

< ,  Miss,  afterwards  LaHv  Primrose,  .^31. 

Dress,  61.  13-5.  200.  '203.  m.  391.  448.  407.  479.  606. 

Dressing,  time  consumed  in,  285. 

Drew,  79. 

Drmking.  243.  282.  297.  314.  336.  428.  480.  .'J07    51.3.  551.  577, 

578,  579.  599.  606.  627.  629.  670.  678.  680.  GS4.  750. 

to  excess,  the  practice  greatly  iliminisherl,  iSi. 

,  Johnson's  arguments  a^;ain^t,  377.  651. 

— ,  its  efTert  upon  conversation  and  benevolence,  507. 

bv  deputy,  607. 

Drombre,  Bishop  of.     See  Percy. 

Drowning,  suicide  by.  281. 

Druids'  temple.  298.  306. 

Drumgoold,  Colonel.  465,  466. 

Drumraond,  of  Hawthorndeu,  3?2.  404  591. 

.Mr.  William,  the  iMKikseller,  |«l.   J87.  393.  398.  402. 

523.  Johnson's  letters  to,  181,  18'^. 

,  Dr.,  522.  523.  628. 

,  Mr.  George.  276. 

,  Archbishop,  723. 

Drunkards,  282,  630.  750. 

Drvden,  68.  72.  173,  174.  203.218,  219  Kh.  236.  2.''i9.  274.  281, 

282.  336.  346.  365  372.  3H| .  4W,  4,W,  440.  448.  489.  511.  516. 

•sys.  614.  626.  633.  068.  691.  801.     His  "  Hind  and  Panther" 

S noted,  t>68.     His  philo.'^ophical  Wuea  on  Life,  764.    His 
nes  on  Milton.  291.    Johnson's  Life  of,  668. 
Dublin  University,  premiums  In.  107. 
— ,  Mr.  Flood  l)oqueaths  au  estate  to,  108. 
— ,  Diploma  of  LL.  D.  to  Johnson,  168. 
Dubos.  Abbe.  'lOTt. 
Duck,  epitaph  on,  6. 
Dudley,  Ucv.  Hetiry  Bate,  763. 
Dudley  and  Ward,  John  second  Viscount,  424. 


Duel,  ancient  trial  by,  271 . 

Duelling,  239,  240.  254.  342.  728. 

Duff,  Adam.  992. 

Du  Halde,  his  "  Descriptioo  of  China,"  39.  1 

Dulness,  219.  767.  76S. 

Dun,  Rev.  Mr..  397. 

Dunliar,  Dr.  '*  Kssays  on  tho  History  of  M 

Dunbuy,  29.5. 

Duncan,  Dr.,  448. 

Dun  Can,  319,  320. 

Duncan's  monument,  301 . 

Dunces,  203. 

"  Dunciad,"  203.  338.  442.  610. 

Duncorabe,  William,  Esq.,  601. 

DuncomtTcs,  the,  170 

Dundas.  Henry.  ( Viscount  Melville.)  S7.  533 

Dundee,  John.  Visrount  of,  his  fine  epitwh, 

DundooBld  Castle,  394. 

"  Dungeon  of  Wit,"  384. 

Dunning,  Mr.  (Lord  Ashburton),  232.  .529.  -52 

Dunsinan,  WilKam  Naime,  Lord,  275.  280.  2 

Dunton.  John,  the  bookseller,  hit  **  Life  aod 

Dunvegan,  333.  3.H9,  340.  344. 

Duppa,  R.  edits  Johnson's  "  Joitmev  into  W 

"  Durandi  Rationale,  14.59,"  425.    "  Senteutk 

Durham  "  On  the  Galatians."  39a. 

Durinish,  344. 

Dury,  M^gor- General  A.,  112. 

Dutch  language,  375.  661 .    Johnson  sttidi^s 

265. ;  at  sevepty-one,  661.  84.5. 
Duties,  moral  and  religious,  26!. 
Dyer,  Sam.,  18.  58.  107.  147.  163.   173.  177.  2 

,  John,  his  "  Fleece,"  4«ft. 

"  Dying  with  a  Grace,"  760. 
Dyott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  416. 


Rarly  habits,  force  of.  452. 

life,  Johnson's,  4.  235.  812. 

rising,  335.  £50. 

Earthquake,  -540. 

Easter,  412.  .502.  602.  603. 

East  Indians,  611. 

Indies,  going  to,  in  quest  of  wealth,  63ik 

,  delinquencies  in,  729. 

Eating,  159.  657.  599. 

,  Johnson's  mode  of,  88.  1.59.  333    51.5.  S 

Eccles,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  literary  fraud,  122. 

,  Isaac  Ambrose,  Esq..  144. 

Ecole  MiliUire,  460. 

Economy,  2-20.  584.  897.  733. 

Edinburgh,  270.  398.    Castle,  399. 

Review.  See  Macauiay. 

Education,  64.  174.242.  29.5.  4m.  480t.  &1I.  5 

of  children,  26.  154.  295.  628. 

— — ,  Johnson's  plan  of,  26.  G28. 

,  great  influence  of,  480. 

— — ,  by-roads  in,  469. 

of  the  people.  242  5C6. 

in  public  schools,  291.  4G9.  498. 

—  in  Enjrland.  618. 

in  Scotland,  451 . 

,  Milton's  "  Tractate,"  and  Locke**  Essj 

Mward  the  First.  80. 

Edwards,  I'homas,  his  "  Canons  of  Cntlcian 

,  Rev.  Jonathan,  "  On  Grace  and  Fre«>w 

,  Oliver.  Johnson's  fellow  collrgian,  ib7. 

.  Dr.  Edward,  J.'s  letter  to  621 .     His  Xi 

Kel,  6'J7. 

Egalit^,  Duke  of  Orleans,  715. 

Egllntoim,  Alexander,  Earl  of,  195.  312.  395. 

,  Susanna,  Countess  of,  394.  3i«.*i.  4OT.  620 

Epmont,  John,  first  Eirl  of,  "  Hiatory  at 
Yvery,"  7.3. 

,  second  Earl  of,  his  "  Faction  detected.' 

,  fifth  Earl,  711. 

Egotism,  605. 

Egotists,  the  four  classes  of.  552. 

Egypti:ms,  ancient,  question  as  to  tbtdr  colou 

Eld.  Mr..  606. 

Eldon,  Earl  of,  90.  279. 

Elpction  commirtees,  dntv  of  momhers  tittfni 

"  Elements  of  Criticism,''  Lord  Kaimes's.  43 

Elephant.  Johnson  compared  to,  223. 

"Elfrida."  Mason's,  442. 

Elgin,  30a 

Rlibank.  Patrick  Murray,  fifth  Lord,  224.  241 
398,.3;>9.  401.412.  &«2.  512.  6.57  092.  His  let 
nnd  Johnson,  t323.  Johnson's  letter  to.S23. 

Eliot,  Mr.,  afterwards  Lord,  61 1 .  642.  680.  748 

Elizabeth,  Queen,  119,  120.  205.  243.  668.  Gtt2. 

Elliot.  Ljidv,  (Teresa  noswen,)301. 

.  Sir  GillH-rt,  233. 

Ellis.  John,  the  money-scrivener,  fiOl. 

,  Henry,  of  the  British  Museum,  420. 

,  Mr  ,  215. 

Elmsly,  Mr.,  the  bookfcUer,  426. 
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Elphin*ton,  Archbi»hop.  293. 

.  James,  4.  65.  75.  182.  MS.  2.54.  432  620. 

,  hU  edition  of  the  '*  Rambler,"  65. 71 . 

,  his  trantlation  of  Martial.  M.  &S2. 

•— ,  Johnson*!  character  of.  237. 

,  Johnson's  letters  to,  66. 

Elrlngtoo,  Bishop,  60.  107.  149.  155.  186,  187.  202.  210.  72.V. 
760. 

—  Elvira,"  Mallet's  tragedy  of,  139. 
El  wall.  E.,  the  heretic,  234.  262. 
Emi^ation,  271.  288.  333.  3A9.  368.  573. 
Emraet,  Mrs.,  the  actress,  490. 

Emphasis  in  reading  the  9th  conunandment,  51. 
Emplo/ment,  554. 

of  wealth,  715. 

Emulation,  295. 

Enghien,  Dulce  d',  462. 

**  Encland't  ParnaMns."  539. 

Eoglish  and  Dutch  languages  radically  the  same,  575.  661. 

••  English  Malady,"  Cheyne's,  .'>22. 

English  bar.  760.  clergy,  3dO.  merchant,  169. 

.drama 741.  743. 

Englishmen,  their  reserve  towards  strangers,  721. 

and  Frenchmen  compared,  57.  218. 5R1.  659. 

— — t  and  Scotchmen  compared,  270.  658. 
Entails,  296.  472.  475.  477.  479. 

.  Johnson's  I.«tters  on,  472,  473,  474,  475. 

Envy.  51.  134.  137.  586.  600.  662. 
EpicteUu,  83. 

Epigram,  Johnson's,  to  Mrs.  Carter,  4a 
on  George  the  Second,  43. 

—  ad  I^uram  Parituram.,  47. 
— .-,  ad  Rieardum  Savage.  49. 

-— ,  Ganick's,  on  Johnson's  Dictionary,  99. 

—~'  on  the  marriage  of  an  Austrian  Archduchess,  344. 

— —  on  seeing  Bleuncim,  485. 

-.—  on  Miss  Mary  Aston,  40.  611. 

—  on  Lord  Anson's  temple  of  the  winds,  624. 
OD  a  religious  dispute  at  Bath,  760. 

on  the  miracle  at  Cana,  59H. 

Epilogue  to  "  Irene,"  by  whom  written,  61. 

— —  to  the  "  Distressed  Mother,"  by  Johnson,  1 1 .. 

EfrfUph.  on  Mrs.  Bell,  225.  246. 

on  Dr.  Birch.  40. 

^—  on  Admiral  Byng,  IC5. 
— —  on  the  Laird  of  Col,  2Gi. 

on  Goldsmith.  519. 

on  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  54. 

on  Mrs.  Johnson.  77. 

on  Johnson,  by  Mr.  Flood,  808. 

on  Johnson,  by  Dr.  Parr,  M08,  809. 

^— on  Johnson,  by  Hoame  Jenyns,  and  on  Soarae  Jenyns, 

by  Boswell,  106. 
— —  on  Colin  Maclaurin,  279. 

on  Dr.  Parnell,  406. 

on  Philips,  the  musician,  43.  181. 

_—  on  Mrs.  Salusbury,  457. 

_  on  Dr.  Smoliot,  392. 

— —  on  a  celebrated  Italian,  446. 

<—  on  Walniesley  postponed,  836. 

— —  on  one.  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horse,  729. 

EpiUphs.  313.  392.  409.  519  521.  666. 672.  729. 

. ,  Johnson's  Essay  on,  43. 

Equality,  natural,  152.  176.  252. 502. 
Erasmus.  416.  420.  838. 

,  an  expression  of.  applied  to  Johnson,  762. 

Enrol,  James  Hth  Earl,  295.     Like  Sarpedow,  296. 
...EarUof.297. 

.  Isabella  Carr,  Countets  of,  295. 

"  Errors  of  the  Press."  Whirefoord  s  witty  paper  on,  710. 
EfM  language.  Scriptures  to  be  translated  into,  181. 

manuseripts.  433.  434.  446. 

— — '  and  Irish  dialects  of  the  same  language,  231. 

songs,  301.  316.  346. 

Erskine,  .Sir  Harry,  131. 

,  Hon.  Andrew,  139.  544. 

,  Hon.  Thomas,  afterwards  Lord,  237.  238.  275. 

,  Rev.  Dr..  400. 

.  Hon.  Archibald.  399. 

— .  Hon.  Henry,  gives  Boswell  a  shilling  for  the  sight  of  bis 

"bear,"  275.  * 

^— >,  Lady  Anne,  399. 
"  Esquire."  the  title  of,  4. 
••  Essay  on  Man,"  Pope's,  635,  636.  830. 
'•  Essay  on  Miracles."  Hume's,  489. 
**  Essay  on  Taste."  Miss  Remolds',  697. 
■*  Essay  on  Truth,"  Seattle's,  245. 
Enex,  Earl  of.  his  advice  on  travel,  148. 
— ,  song  on  him,  846. 
^~-  Head  Club,  instituted,  and  its  rules,  746. 
Estates,  obiigaiton  in  settling,  479. 
Eternal  punishments,  562 
Eternity,  313.  7M). 
Etymologies.  Johnson's,  characterised,  17. 


Etymolosy,  338.  340. 
Bugene.Pt 


rince,  35. 
a  poem, 


lines  from.  359. 


Eumetian  Club,  798. 

"  Knpheu!!,"  in  the  Rambler,  68. 

Euripides  quoted,  91.  239.  626. 

"  European  Magazine,"  122. 

Evans,  a  bookseller,  scuffle  with  Goldsmith,  248. 

,  Rev.  Dr.,  420.  485. 

's  ballads,  346. 

,  John,  4. 

Evers,  widow,  (Lady  Firebrace,)  39. 
Evelin,  John  Raymond,  222. 
*'  Evelina,"  Miss  Bumfy's,  732. 
Evil,  origin  of.  301.  392. 

speaking,  6*26.    Propensions,  831. 

spints,  S77.  761. 

Exaggeration,  general  proneness  to,  ft40.  689. 

"  Excise,"  Johnson's  olTensive  definition  of,  5.  97.  612. 

Executions,  puhilc,  2()6.  297.  7*20. 

Exercise,  beneBu  of,  707. 

Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Academy,  123.  724.  753. 

Existence,  612. 

Expectation,  to  be  compared  with  experience,  109. 

Expense.  655. 

Extraordinary  characters  not  to  be  credited,  484. 


Fable,  sketch  of  one,  by  Johnson,  256. 

Facetiousnuss,  688. 

Facility  of  composition.  Johnson's,  665. 

Faction,  723. 

"  taction  Detected."  41. 

Facts,  mischief  of  mingling  them  with  fiction.  720. 

Fairfax's  "  Tasso."  666. 

Fairies,  e."*. 

Falrley,  Mr.,  397. 

"  Fairy  Queen,"  656. 

Faith.  292.  497. 

Falconer,  Rev.  Mr.,  a  non-juring  bishop,  622. 

,  Mr.,  husband  of  Lady  Errol,  296. 

Falkland  and  Dr>^eo,  464. 

**  Falkland  Islands,"  Johnson's  pamphlet  on,  221,  222.  227. 

Faimoutr,  Viscount,  608. 

*'  False  Alarm,"  Johnson's,  213.  227.  664. 

"  False  Delicacy,"  Hugh  Kelly's  play  of,  190. 

Falsehoods,  57'2.  765. 

Fame.  403.  450.  5M. 

Family  influeuce.  '229.  265.  443. 

residences,  839,  340. 

— ,  men  of,  297. 

Fancy,  412.  612. 

Farces,  656. 

Farmer.  Rev.  Dr.,  125.  506.  647.  66a 

,  Johnson's  letters  to,  213.  647. 

Farmers,  616. 

Farquhar,  George,  his  writings,  657. 

"  Fashionable  Lover,"  Cumberland's  play,  321. 

Fasting,  22a  362.  448.  480.  597. 

"  Father's  Revenge,"  Lord  Carlisle's  tragedy  of,  743. 

Fatness,  7*29. 

Faulkner,  George,  230.  805.  456. 

,  Johnson's  conversation  with,  277. 

Fawkener,  Sir  Edward.  55. 

Fear,  202.  430. 

Feeling  for  others,  seldom  very  acute,  206. 

'*  Feelmg  People,"  206. 

Fees,  lawyers,  286. 

'*  Felixmarte  of  Hircania,**  Spanish  romance.  9. 

Fencing,  284. 

Fen61i>n's  **  Telemachus,"  372.  457. 

Fenton.  Klija.  57.     Share  in  translating  the  Odyssey,  647. 

,  Johnson's  Life  of,  9. 

Ferguson,  James,  the  astronomer,  208.  566. 

,  Sir  Adam,  '236. 

Fergusson,  Dr.  Adam,  276.  277. 
Fergussone,  Captain,  325.  331.  353. 
Fermor,  Mrs.,  niece  of  Pope's  Belinda,  462. 
Feme,  Mr.,  303. 
Ferns.  Bishop  of.    See  Elrington. 

the  deanery  of,  678. 

•  Festivals  and  Fasts."  Nelson's.  487. 
Feudal  svstem.  239.  245.  297,  *298.  640. 
Fei  and  Morocco,  Emperor  of,  420. 
Fiction,  738. 

Fiddle,  difficulty  of  playing  upon,  *254. 
Fiddle-de-dee,  837. 

Fielding,  Henry,  51.  81.  138.  567.    Compared  with  Richard- 
son, 190.  237.  23S.    His  "  AmcUa."  508.     Sir  John,  6(8. 
Fife,  barrenness  of,  285. 

,  Countess  Dowager  of,  246. 

Fighting-cock,  442. 

Filby,  Goldsmith's  Uilor,  208. 

Filial  piety,  extraordiuary  inst-inee  of,  791. 

Finery  should  be  very  fine,  717. 

'•  Fingal."  219.   294.  317.  346.  399.  400.  428,429.  481.  7t5. 

Finnon  Haddock.  '299. 

Firebrace,  I..ady,  39. 

Fisher,  Rev.  Dr.,  *27.  166.  458.  483. 

Fishmonger,  insensibility  of  one.  6*27. 
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Fitigerald,  house  or,  376. 

Filzherbert,   William,  Esq..  20.  60.  110.  123.  353.  255.  349. 

441  447.  ftl5.  Mi.  629.     Hit  Lady,  20.  644. 
FiUjames,  Due  de,  592. 

Fitimaurice,  Mr..  584.  645. 

Fitzotborne't  "  Letter*,"  645. 

Fitirqy.  Lord  Charles,  491. 
,  Lady,  832. 

Flatman,  Thomac,  hU  pooms,  504. 

Flattery,  257.  282.  419.  452.  57a  605.  610.  C47. 

*'  Fleece."  Dyer'i  poem,  485. 

Fleet  Street.  443.  597. 

Fleetwood,  Everard,  Esq.,  605. 

on  the  Sacrament,  recommended  by  Johnson,  843. 

Fleming.  Sir  Michael  le,  167. 

Flexman,  Mr.,  771. 

Flint,  Bet,  688. 

Flogging  in  schools,  469. 

Flood.  Right  Hon.  H.,  bequest  to  Dublin  University,  108. 
Opinion  of  J.  as  an  orator,  223.    Epitaph  on  J.,  808. 

Floyd,  Thomas,  155. 

Floyer.  Sir  J.,  on  "  Baths,"  23.  On  "Asthma,"  751.  783. 

Fludyer,  Rev.  Mr.,  Johnson's  college  companion.  483. 

Folengo.  Theopholo,  591. 

Fondness,  709. 

Fontainebleau,  462. 

Fontenelle,  468. 

Foote,  Samuel,  anecdotes  and  character  of.  45.  ISO.  138. 143. 
206,  207.  211.  230.  242,  243.  274,  275  387.  305.  400.  430.  455. 
467.  479.  61 5.  525.  555, 656.  717.  732.  756.  Of  a  mad  family, 
274.  His  description  of  Johnson  at  Paris,  467.  Extra- 
ordinary readiness  of  wit,  616. 

Forbes,  Sir  William,  of  Pitsligo,  271,  272.  276.  277,278.  401. 
408.  507,  508w  519.  520,  621.  564. 

,  Rev.  Mr.,  288.  850. 

Ford,  Rev.  Cornelius,  9.  224.  Hogarth's  riotous  parson,  9. 
Ghost  story  respecting,  614. 

.  Sarah,  Johnson's  mother,  4. 

Fordyce.  Rev.  Dr.  J^mes,  134.  412.  453.  805. 

-^,  Dr.  George,  573. 

Foreigners,  659. 

Fores,  301. 

Forgetfulness,  285.  695. 

Form  of  Prayer,  arguments  for,  391. 

Fornication,  237.  334.  500.  637. 

Forrester,  Colonel,  501 . 

Forster,  George,  his  "  Voyage  to  the  South  Seas,"  554. 

Fort,  Augustus.  621. 

.  George.  303. 

*'  Fortune.^'  Derrick's  poem  of,  quoted,  35. 

hunters,  220. 

Foster,  Dr.  James,  657. 

,  Klicabeth.  Milton's  granddaughter,  72,  73. 

,  Mr.  Thompson,  195. 

Fothergill,  Dr.  John,  the  physician,  490. 

.  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  of  Oxford,  letters  to,  441. 

Foules,  Sir  JamM.  312.  347. 

,  the  Messrs.,  the  Elzivers  of  Glasgow,  393. 

"  Fountains,"  the,  a  tale,  by  Johnson.  181. 

Fouquet,  279. 

Fowke.  Joseph.  Esq..  79.  500,  501.    Letter  to,  727 

,  Francis,  Esq.,  522.    General  Thomas,  106.fl0a 

Fox,  Right  Hon.  Charles  James.  229.  253.  412.  445,  44&  601. 
629.  m.  583.  586.  690.  623.  748.  751.  756. 761. 

— — ,  his  conversation,  713. 

,  Lady  Susan,  440. 

France,  Johnson's  visit  to.  459.    Journal  of  Tour,  460.  466. 

,  no  middle  rank  in,  462.  466. 

,  sUte  of  literature  in,  581 

Francis,  Rev.  Dr.  Philip,  45.    His  Horace.  26.  448.  617. 

Francklin.  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  120.  273.  521.  578.  665.,  dedi- 
cates his  translation  of  Demonax  to  Johnson,  665. 

Fraser.  Mr.,  the  engineer,  606. 

,  Simon,  Lord  Lovat,  344. 

,  General,  495. 

,  Mr.,  of  Strichen,  298. 

Frasers,  the  clan  of,  309. 

Fraternal  intercourse.  112. 

Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  60.  326.  461. 

the  Great,  of  Prussia,  148,  149. 192. 

11..  Johnson's  Life  of,  103. 

Free-will,  203.  237.  301 .  594.  7731 

French.  Johnson's  notions  of  their  manners  and  customs, 
298.  467.  616.  659.  738. 

Academy,  send  Johnson  their  Dictionary,  0^ 

language,  467.    Literature,  342.  372.  738.    Novels,  218. 

writers,  superficial,  and  why,  154. 

,  credulity  of  the,  379. 

,  Mrs..  669. 

Freron,  Mr.,  Johnson's  visit  to,  461.  468. 

Frewen,  Dr.  Accepted,  Archbishop  of  York,  259. 

Friend,  Sir  John.  241. 

Friends,  Johnson's,  a  list  of  them,  79. 

Friends  and  friendship,  48.  66.  98.  112.  114.  173.206.233. 
240.  292.  297.  450.  513.  W3.  629.  691.  738.  751.  756. 

*'  Friendship,"  an  Ode,  by  Johnson,  48. 

,  female,  830. 


Frisick  language,  162. 

Frith  of  Forth,  280. 

Fruit,  Johnson  never  had  enotigh  ofbot 

"  Frustra  Litteraria,"  Baretti'a,  552. 

Fullarton,  Colonel  John.  617. 

Funeral,  Johnson's,  807. 

Fust  and  Shceflbr,  425. 

Futurestate,  233.  561. 

knowledge  of  friends,  233.  546.  593,  562.  7 

Gabbling.  615.  656. 

Gaelic  language,  231.    Dictloaary,  745. 

Gaiety.  629. 

Gait,  Johnson's,  677. 

Galatians,  Durham  on  the,  39S. 

Galen,  650. 

Gaming,  238.  501. 

"  Ganganelli's  Letters  "  not  suitheratic.  592. 

"  Garagantua."  Johnson  compered  to.  Ml. 

Garden.  79.  696.  725. 

Gardener,  Mr.,  the  bookseller,  445. 

Gardening,  MiS.  201. 

Gardenston,  Lord,  288. 

Gardiner,  Mrs.,  78.  601.  585,  526.  742. 

Garrick,  David,  anecdotes  of.  8.  19  S5,  K.  1 
58.  59,  60.  61,  62.  65  68.  76.  79.  80.  81 .  88.  9 
134,  135.  1.17.  164,  165.  167.  173.  186.  190.  19 
225.  243.  254.  257.  259.  304.  347.  358.  S8A.  4« 

447.  481.  489.  505.  607.  511.  615.  545.  555.  5! 
.'V90.  694.  601.  622,  dS3.  639.  655.  657.  659.  « 
732.741. 

-^— ,  Johnson's  envy  of,  51.  134. 

— — ,  his  "  Ode  "  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham 

,  his  epigram  on  Johnson's  Dictionary.  9i 

,  Johnson's  opinion  of,  135.  SOI .  »ts.  24 

347.  400.  438.  4-^6.  470.  481.  4H9.  505.  511.  51 
584.  594.  601.  629.  655.  657.  741 . 

,  J.'s  letters  to,  and  answer,  167.  SSik     B. 

answer,  385.  His  Shakspeare.jubilee.  198.  Hi 
629.  His  death,  622,621  Hit  funeral.  7S6L  J 
629.  Inscription  under  his  portrait,  686. 
Talent  of  mimicry,  439.  J  .*■  opinion  of  bis 

— — >.  Mr.  George,  541. 

,  Mr.  Peter,  27.  31.  415.  434.  489,  490.  612. 

,  Mrs.,  629.  685.731. 

Garrique.  proper  name  of  the  Garrick  fkmily, 

Gastrel,  Rev.  Mr..  cuU  Sbakspeare's  mulben 

.  Mrs.,  and  letters  to.  492.  629.  665,  566 

639.  706.  749. 

Gastrell,  Bishop,  his  Christian  InatHutca.  377 

Gataker,  Rev.  Thomas.  "  On  LoU."  969. 

Gaubius,  Professor,  opinion  on  hypoclioiMiria  a 

Gay,  John.  72.  364.  453.  666.  »  Beggar's  C 
604.    The  "  Orpheus  of  Highwaymen."  45i 

'*  Gclidus,"  character  of,  27.  68.  425. 

Gell,  Mr.,  father  of  Sir  William.  416. 

General  warrants,  legality  of,  199. 

Generosity,  403. 

Genius,  293.  624.  833. 

Geulls,  Madame,  247. 

Gentility,  444.  511. 

Gentleman,  Mr.  Francis,  131 . 

"  Gentleman,"  the  appellation  of,  4. 

"  Gentleman's  Magaxine,"  II.  13.  23.  ^.  31 
596.  604.  611.  658.  666. 

**  Gentle  Shepherd."  Allan  RanutaT*s.  252  39! 

George  the  First,  .^3.  151.  187.     Johnson**  d 

the  Second,    10.*).   187.    236.    461.  689. 

against.  42.  104.  1 1 1 .  444.  J.'s  entgram  on,  4 
Augustus  to  learning  or  genius.  65.  Hit  iic« 
father's  will,  444.    Compliment  to  Mrs.  11 

the  Third,  119. 123.  126.  184.  187.  195.  \» 

448.  463.  495.     J.'s  character  of.  123.  213.  4 
a  pension.  126.    J.'s  interview  with,  184. 
sion  of,  69.    His  conduct  during   the  rioti 
His  alleged  refusal  of  an  addition  to  J.*s  nen 
781. 788.  *^ 

,  his  library  is  Judiciously  given  to  the  BrI 

the  Fourth,  151.  623.  184.  187.  S72.  297.  « 

"  Georgics,"  The,  731. 

Gerard,  Dr.,  292.  305. 

German  courU,  359. 

Gerves,  John,  378. 

Gesticulation,  24.  770.  834.    Gestures,  42.  209 

"  Get  Money,"  660. 

Gherardi.  Marchese,  &^. 

Ghosts.  I1&  138.  228.  234.  239.  241.  875.  378. 
614.616.631.685. 

Giannone,  655. 

Giants'  Causeway,  638. 

"  GianU  of  Literature,"  69. 

Giardini,  254. 

Gibbon,  Edward,  Esq.,  15.  71.  93.  113.  186.  193 
412.  445,  446.  452,  453.  484.  498.  511.  521.  573 
Sketch  of  his  appearance  and  manners  br 
611.  His  character  of  Dr.  Maty.  93.  HU 
public  schools,  498.    Imitation  of  Johneon^a 
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Gibbon,  Mrs.  15. 

— ,  Charles,  bU  work  worth  reading,  175. 

,  Rer.  Dr.,  695.  756. 

Gifilid,  the  manllgi^r,  SI. 

,  a  dergfinan,  vwvn  by,  301. 

Gllfbtd,  Wiliiim,  Eiq..  662.  794. 
Cliliert  *'  »ii  fetfidcDcp;'  400. 
Gillf^ple,  Dr.,  749. 

Ollpin,  Mr.  ilJf 

Glniniet.  Kim^  tfil. 

01li-iho(tl«  'iAI , 

GlanvJille,  Wnilam  F.Yel]rn,  Esq.,  G08. 

GlMgow,  3fJS,  7)9. 

GlMM's  "  Cookery,"  written  by  Dr.  HUl,  592. 

GUuMUS.  220. 

Glensheal,  309. 

doominett,  foUr  and  tinfulneas  of,  702. 

Glover**  "  Leonidas,"  301 

GloTes.  589. 

Glow-worm.  192.  256. 

Glaetony.  159. 

Glynn.  Knight  of.  377. 

G<nt,  motto  for  Banks's,  226. 

CSobelini,  460. 

Goldsmith,  Dr.  Oliver,  72.  135.  Ha.  161.  189.  222.  240.  258. 

M4.  349. 385.  450.  506.  571.  657.  831. 

,  BocweU  and  Hawkins's  character  of,  140, 141, 142.  241. 

.  anecdotes  of.  140,  141.  142,  143.  144.  150.  176.  186.  195. 

309.  348.  251.  253.  262.  263,  264.  294.  498.  527.  549. 
^— ,  Johnson's  opinion  of,  and  of  his  writings,  139. 174.  2<)5. 

S41.  244.  247.  260.  256, 257,  258.  263,  264.  308.  356.  dfQ.  371. 

384.  450.  506.  620.  550.  578.  580.  586.  600.  624,  625.  661.  663. 

Ol.  716.  768.  831. 

,  bis  portrait  by  Reynolds,  831. 

beata  Evans,  the  book«eller.  248,  249. 

,  Johnson's  letter  to,  255. 

— .,  his  bon-mots  on  Johnson,  195.  256.  263, 264 

.^hto  death,  413,  414. 

.— .-,  Johnson's  tetrastic  on,  414.  521 .   Translated,  41 4. 

_— ,  Johnson's  Liatin  epitaph  on,  519. 

—— ,  Garrick's  and  Walpole's  description  of  him,  140. 

.  bis  "  Vicar  of  Wakefield,"  141.    His  "  Traveller," 

266.  384.  580.  604.  His  "  Deserted  Village."  174.  258. 
-^,  his  comedies  refused  by  Garrick  and  Ikriman,  604. 
— .-,  Dr.  Worton's  opinion  oC,  173. 

,  J.*s  prologue  to  hU  "  Good-natured  Man,"  67.  189. 190. 

,  his  ♦'^Life  of  Pamell,"  235. 

,  bis  "She  Stoops  to  Conquer,"  248.  Dedicated  to  J.,  250. 

,  his  "  Animated  Nature,'*  240.  449.  548. 

,  Prior's  Life  of,  quoted,  74.  111.  171.  177.  303.  347. 

,  Doctor  Minor.  294. 

,  Dr.  Isaac,  141. 

.Rev.  Mr.,  241. 

,  Mrs.,  526. 

Good.breeding,  290. 
—^t  in  what  It  consists,  203. 
^— ,  the  best  book  upon.  359. 
Gooddeere,  Captain,  274. 

,  Sir  John  Dinely.  275. 

Good  Friday.  449.  597.  724. 

Good-humour.  335.  451 . 

-  Good  Man."  739. 

•*  Good-natured  Man."  Goldsmith's,  67. 1H9, 190. 

Goodness,  infinite.  764.    Natural,  335,  .136. 

Gordon,  Professor  Thomas.  290,  291.  293. 

..»,  Mr.,  the  translator  of  Tacitus,  45. 

,  Hon.  Alex.,  afterwards  Lord  RockviUe,  l.'iO.  401,  402. 

.— ..  Sir  Alexander.  291.  294. 
.^  Lord  George.  647, 648.  683. 

,  Rev.  Dr..  618. 

Ooagh.  Mr..  466. 
Gout,  334.  684.  740. 
Ooveroment,  336.  891.  731 . 

. influence,  216.  448,  449.  609.  680. 

ofIndta,729. 

•♦  Government  of  the  Tongue,"  636. 

Governments.  dilTerent  kinds  of,  591. 

Gower,  Earl,  letter  for  J.,  37.    J.'sarersi(»i  to,37.  98. 

,  Mrs.  Leveson,  646. 

**  Grace."  Edwards  on,  593. 

i.t  meals,  309.    Latin- one  of  Johnson's,  264. 

Grafton,  Duke  of,  506. 

Graham,  author  of  "  Telomachus,  a  Masque."  139.  294.  b2i. 

— ,  Lord,  third  Duke  of  Montrose.  627. 

-^,  Lady  Lucy,  390. 

_,  Miss,  afterwards  Lady  Dashwood,  637. 

.Colonel,  231. 

Grainger,  Dr.  James,  191.  206.  471.  His  **  Sugar  Cane,"  485. 

834.  His  "  Ode  on  Solitude,"  661 .  834.  Letter  to  Percy,  171 . 
Grammar-school,  Johnson's  scheme  for  the  classes  of  a,  26. 
Grand  Chartreux.  465. 
Orandison,  Sir  Charles,  83. 181. 
Grange.  Lady,  her  .extraordinary  confinement.  341. 
Granger.  Rev.  James,  his  "  Biographical  HUtory,"  352.  B24. 
JiAiuon's  letter  to,  471. 
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Grant.  Sir  Archibald,  527. 

,  Rev.  Mr..  302. 

Grantham,  Lord.  148l 

GranU,  the,  309. 

Granville,  John  Carteret,  Earl  of,  65&  €80. 

Gratitude,  343. 

Grattan,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  439.  769. 

•*  Grate,"  Blair's.  509. 

Graves.  Rev.  Richard,  24.  443.  485. 

-^,  Mr.  Morgan,  24. 

Gravina.  723. 

Gray,  Sir  James,  238. 

,  Thomas,  and  his  poetry,  16.  136. 137. 149. 174.  334.  315. 

865.  385.  439.  442.  504.  506.  505.  658.  675.    His  duiness,  4»9. 

504.    His  "  Odes/l  442.  658.    His  "  Letters."  456.    His 

'*  Memoirs,"  604.    His  life  by  Mason,  a  dull  book,  504. 

Opinion  of  Boswell's  "  Corsica."  189. 
— — ,  Stephen,  verses  on  the  death  of,  181. 

.  John,  bookseller,  46. 

"  Gray's  Inn  Journal,"  120. 

"  Great,"  how  pronounced,  61 .  233. 

Great,  manners  of  the,  616. 

men,  on  paying  court  to,  175. 

Greatrakes,  Valentine,  233. 

Greece,  the  fountain  of  knowledge,  608. 

Greek  language.  Johnson's  advice  on  studying,  637. 

,  compared  by  Johnson  to  lace,  661. 

,  Johnson's  alleged  deficiency  in.  794,  795. 

Grammar,  Clenardus's,  660.    Translations,  837. 

Green,  Bii^hop  of  Lincoln.  8.  448. 

,  Matthew,  his  "  Spleen,"  quoted,  636. 

.  Mr.  Richard,  of  Lichfield,  his  museum,  214.  415.  490. 

631.639.    His  cast  of  Shakspeare,  458.    Johnson's  letter 

to,  797.    His  anecdotes  of  Johnson.  836. 
Green's  "  Diary  of  a  Lover  of  Literature,"  446. 
Greene.  Edward  Bumaby.  167. 

Green-room,  Johnson's  reasons  for  not  frequenting,  62. 
"  Green  Sleeves,"  the  song  of,  863. 
Greenwich  Hospital.  liG,  157. 
Gregory.  Dr.,  79.  278. 
Grenvllle,  Right  Hon  George,  222. 

Act,  400. 

Gresham  College,  498. 

Greshams,  the.  170. 

Grtfswold,  Henry,  his  character  of  Johnson,  34. 

GreviUe,  Mr.,  644.    His  book,  764. 

— — ,  a  name  assumed  by  Hawkeswortb,  65. 

Grey,  Dr.  Richard.  603.    Dr.  Zachary.  603. 

Grief,  206.  540.  693. 

Gricrsnn,  Mr.,  king's  printer  in  Ireland,  160.  216. 

'— — .  Mrs.,  the  learned,  some  account  of,  215. 

Griffiths,  Mr.,  letter  respecting  Gibber's  Lives.  604. 

Mr.,  of  Kefnamwydlh,  423. 

Grimm.  115. 

CJrimston,  Viscount,  his  "  Love  in  a  Hollow  Tree."  680. 

Grool,  Isaac  de,  a  descendant  of  Grotius.  J.'s  kindness  to,  535. 

Grose's  "  Olio,'*  note  on  CMarUs  Siuart,  827. 

Grotius,  155.  478.  i»6. 

,  on  the  Christian  religion,  recommended  by  J.,  135. 

,  de  Satisfactione  Cbristi,  292. 

Grotto,  Pope's,  657.  670. 

Grottos,  657.  658. 

Grove,  Henry,  his  "  SpecUtor,"  on  Novelty,  505.  06*. 

"  Grub-street,"  Johnsuu's  description  of,  98. 

Gualtier,  Philip.  718. 

Guardians.  Johnson's  advice  on  the  appointment  of,  634. 

Guarini  quoted.  614. 

Guilleragues,  22. 

'•  Gulliver's  Travels,"  437. 

Gully.  79. 

Guntsbury  Park,  Johnson  in,  834. 

Gunning,  Elisabeth,  Duchess  of  Argyle,  3S7. 

Gunpowder,  303.  618. 

"  Gustavus  Vasa,"  Brooke's,  40. 

Gu'hrie,  Will.,  32.  191.  663.    "  Apotheosis  of  Milton,"  40. 

Gwynn.  Mr.,  the  architect.  181 .  424.  481.  483. 

,  his  proposals  for  the  improvement  of  the  metropolis, 

Johnson's  dedication,  181. 
.  Mrs.  (Miss  Homeck),  14a 


Habeas  Corpus,  200. 

Habits,  early,  452. 

Hackman,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  trial  for  sho-Jling  Miss  Ray,  6i8. 

Haddington,  Earl  of.  241.  538. 

Haddock,  Finnoo,  299. 

Hagley.  424. 

llaflM.'  David,  Dalrymple.  Lord,  87.  148. 153-  245.275.  ?7«. 
379. 300.  351.  380.  401.  428,  429  472.  474.  483.  568.  5K).  730. 
736.  740.  Account  of.  148.  His  letter  to  Boswell  on  the 
"  Journey  to  the  Hebrides."  405.  His  "  AnnaU  of  Scot- 
land "  413,  414. 441.  459.  468.  471.  513.  618.  624. 636. 

Hale.  Lord  Chief  Justice.  232.  446.    Anecdotes  of.  448.  767. 


Hairord,Sir  H..2II. 
Half-pay  officers,  422. 
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Halifax,  Lord,  1G8.  

Halket,  Eliz.,  (Lady  Wardlaw),   author  of  "  Hardyknute," 

205. 
Hall.  Rev.  Dr.,  13.  16.  18.  89.  93-  165  213.  258.  448.  453.  476. 
507.  Ml.  560.  597.  CiS. 

,  Mr«.,475.  C84.  Mh.  752L 

,  BUhop.  175.  233. 

^— ,  (General,  619. 

Hallam,  Mr.,  249. 

Hallows.  Mri.,  357. 

Halser.  Edmund,  Esq..  169. 

Ilamilton.  of  Bangour,  his  poems,  276.  545 

,  Right  Hon.  William  Gerard,  37.  16m,  160.  223.349.  436, 

441.  577.  644.  690.  743.  W)7.   J.'s  compliments  to  his  conTer- 

sation.  169.     His  anecdotp    respecting    J.'d  pensioa,  436. 

J.'s  letters  to,  743.  787.    His  klndne«  to  J..  742. 
—— ,  I  he  Rev  Dr.,  Johnson's  letters  to,  767 

,  Gavin,  the  paintor,  410. 

,  Mr.,  the  printer,  254. 

— ,  Mr.,  of  Sundninn.  275. 

.  Lady  Bettv,  388. 389. 

.  Duke  and  Duchess  of,  387.  390.  396.  569. 

,  Miss,  731. 

••namlct,"248.  512.  678. 

Hammond.  James.  69.     His  "  Love  Elegies,"  357.  504.  GW. 

Mr.  Bcvil's  defence  of,  675. 

.  Dr.,  "  on  the  New  Tentament,"  513. 

Handmaid  to  the  "  Arts."  658. 

HMnKinK  criminals,  on  the  new  wav  of.  720. 

Hanmer.   Sir  Thomas,  his    Shakkpearc,  54.  181 .  183.  201. 

Epitaph  on,  64. 
Hanover  fucoession,  276. 358.  389.  .546.  712. 
Hanwajr,  Jonas,  his  "  Essay  on  Tea,"  106.    His  "  Travels" 

characterised  by  Johnson.  217. 
Happiness.  142.  1.50. 153.  175.  236.  2H9.  323. 365.  447.  51L  549. 

561.  578.  593.  594.  695. 

equalised  by  Providence,  90. 

,  the  only  solid  basis  of,  619. 

Harcourt.  Lord  Chancellor.  18. 
Hardiui;e,  Sir  Henry,  (now  Lord,)  241. 
Hardwicke,  I<ord  Chancellor,  505.  .563. 

,  second  Lord,  85. 

Hardy,  Mr.,  his  "  Life  of  Lord  Charlemont,"  88.  643. 

"  Hardyknute,"  ballad  of.  2<t5. 

HarinRton,  Dr.  Henry,  his  "  Nugie  Antiqun?,"  717. 

"  Harleian  Miscellany."  53. 

ll;iT  ..        1!.    :...,■.  ,-,741. 

Hiir-i  :.-.^  1-1     ,   ■.r.  ,  '529. 

Hnxrluytfjr],  r-outiEi'ss  of,  .541. 

Harriot.  Mr*.,  213. 

"  Harriot  J^tuArt,"  a  novel,  83. 

Harris,  James.  Esq,,  2.54.  396  4-52.  .')32.  .577.  582.  644. 

»  hit  fh'iracier  (jf  Johnson's  Dictionary,  532. 

,— ,  hU  "  Il(»ni!(**,"  396. 

f  the  bookseller,  249. 

Harrtsr^n.  iU.^  Jutinson's  uncle.  813. 

,  Mrs,,  her  *'  Miscellanies."  Ia5. 

Harry.  Tkiia  JanL%  the  proselyte  to  Quakerism,  696. 

HAtU  HeV'  John,  his  Hymns.  165. 

HartD,   Dr.  Wultcr,  his  "  Gustavus  Adnlphus."    217.    680. 

J.'i  character  of,  217.    His  excessive  vanity,  680. 
KaTtlf,  Dr.,  fiS. 
HftTwortri^  Dr.,  4.  12.  25.  62.  78.  80.  125.  127.  163.  187.  198. 

i'M.  m:\  M«,     bils  '•  History  of  Lichfield,"  25.  79. 

,  Dt,  Edward,  .'V06. 

Ha&tie,  the    schoolmaster,   prosecuted,  227.231.241.245. 
— .  Johnson's  argument  on  beh.ilf  of,  241.  245. 
Hastings,  Warren,  Esq.,  Uoswell's  character  of,  67.5.  729. 
—,  letter  to  B.iswell,  675.   J  .'s  letters  to,  676,  677.  Wished 

to  bring  the  Persian  language  into  Europe,  676. 

•,  Marquis  of.  322. 

Hatchctt.  Charles,  Esq.,  secretary  of  the  '*  Club,"  445,  446. 

Hatred,  .544. 

*'  Hatviii  loam  foam  eri."  an  Erse  song,  316.    Translated  by 

Lady  Norih'impton,  364. 
Hawkcstone,  417. 
Hawkesworth.  Dr..  .54.  55.  58.  75.79.  81. 181.  235,  361.  »M.  A 

pupil  of   J.'s.  25.     Imitarcs  hi<  strlo,  81.  2.50.    Anecdotes 

of  J.  '235.    His  "Collection  of  Voyanes."  260.  496.     His 

objections  against  a  particular  providoiicr,  361. 
Hawkins,  Mr  .  Johnson  s  in.«tructnr  in  Latin,  7. 

,  Rev.  William,  his  "  Siei:c  of  Aleppo,"  .5'»3. 

,  Sir  John,  his  '*  Life  of  Johnson"  quoted,  contradicted, 

or  explained,  passim. 
— _ ,  Sir  John.  Roswell  habitually  unjust  to,  1.     Johnson's 

letters  to,  74.5.  789. 
— .,  journal  of  Johnson's  la«t  days,  800.  840. 
— ,  his  attrrapt  to  purloin  John.son  s  MS.S..  803.  841. 

,  his  miscellaneous  anecdotes  of  Johnson,  771. 

,  Miiis,  232.  597.  746.     Her  description  of  Mrs.  Williams. 

74.     Of  Rennet  Langton,  79.     Ol  Garrick's  person  and 

mode  of  living  of.  .584. 
Hawthornden,  322,  404. 
Hay,  Lord  ("harlos,  394.  497.  661. 

,  Lord,  297. 

,  John.  306.  308.  310 

.Sir  George.  118.    John  of  Kell  our,  297. 


Hay's  "  M.irtlal."  392. 
Hayes,  Rev.  Mr..  555. 
Hayley,  William,  Esq.,  773.  «37. 
Hayman,  Mr.,  the  pauiier,  86. 
Health.  227. 

,  Johnson's  rules  for  travellers  in  quest  of,  iQS. 

Healths,  drinking  of,  637. 

"  Heard."  Johnson's  mo<le  of  pronouncing,  &60. 

Heaven,  happiness  of.  233.  .503.  594. 

Heame.  Thomu.  837. 

He-bear  and  she-bear,  COl . 

Heberden,  Dr.,  632.  734.    Letter  to.  7R8. 

Hebrides.  Johnson's  wish  to  visit,  153.  157. 191.  S34.  SB. 

266.266. 

,  Boswell's  account  of  the  Journry  tn.  from  Sf«7.to4G 

Johnson's  "Account   of    his   Joumcv,"  413,414. 

431.  527.  540. 606.     Errata  in,  825. 
Hector,  Mr.  Edmund,  Johnson's  srhoolfcllov,  5.  8,9.11. 

23.47.486.488.665.791.     G(*or}:e,  813. 

.  Johnson's  letters  to.  7«3.  704.  71». 

Hcely.  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  183.  790. 

Heirs,  472.  Sec.  525. 

"  Hell  paved  with  good  intpntions,"  430. 

"  Heloise."  Rousseau's,  175. 

Henault's  History  of  France,  4.50. 

Henderland,  Lord.    Sfe  Murray. 

Henderson,  John,  the  actor,  741 .     Imitation  of  J..  (B. 

,  John,  student  of  Pembroke  College,  759.  70- 

Henry,  Dr.,  79.    His  "  History  of  Great  ISritain,"  9D. 

11 .  Lyttelton's  History  of,  l'*5. 

VII..  300. 

Vin.,420.638. 

,  Shakspeare's,  741 .    Harlowe's  pictorv  of,  741 . 

Herbert,  George,  his  **  Jacula  Prudentum"  quoted.  43B. 

Hercules,  60. 

Hereditary  occupations,  802.     DiaposiClons,  338.    P%fct. 

Heritable  jurisdictions,  322.  ^*^ 

"  Hermes,"  Harris's,  396. 

"  Hermlppus  Redivivus,"  Campbell's.  142.  477. 

Hermit,  Life  of.  383. 

"  Hermit,"  l»arneir8,  569. 631.     Beattie's,  770. 

Heme.  Elizabeth,  a  lunatic  cousin  of  Johnson.  Wl. 

"  Heroic  Epistle  toSir  William  Cbarobera,"  3%  602.01 

Hertford,  first  MarqiUs  of,  88. 

Hervey,  Lord,  29.  50. 

,  Hon.  Thomas,  29.  183.  201.  444.  807.  651. 

,  Hon.  Henry,  28.,  and  MUs  Eliza,  651. 

,  Rev.  James,  his  "  Meditations,**  387. 

Heslod,  283.  637. 

Hesketh,  Lady,  505. 

Hickes,  Rev.  Dr.,  389.  759. 

Hickmnn.  Geo..  Johnson's  letter  to.  20.      Miss  A. 

Hicky.  Mr.,  the  painter.  443.  444.  ' 

Hierarchy,  Johnson's  reverence  for.  540  678     -. 

lUerocles,44.37l.  ' 

Higgins,  Dr.,  616.  629. 

"  High  Life  below  St.drs."  Garrick*s  larce  of  6S6L 

Highland  chief.  312.  314.  343.  * 

Highlander'.  231.403. 

Highwaymen  the  que_stlon  of  shooting  them  dlscosML ! 

Hill,  Dr.  Sir  John,  Johnson's  character  of.  1€A.  SIS  3H. 

.— ,  Aaron,  his  account   of  "  Irene,**  61.      Fkrai^ni 

the  epigram  on  the  miracle  at  Cana.  598 

.  Sir  Rowland.  417. 

HinchclifTu,  Dr.  John,  645. 
*'  Historia  Studiorum,"  Johnson**,  G04. 
Historian,  requisites  for  an,  145. 
Historians.  338.636. 

History,  145.    202.  452.    Little   nsally  authentic,  SOS. 
•«  An  old  almanack."  4.52.      Not  supported  tn  ooata 

rary  evidence,  a  romance,  404. 

of  manners,  the  most  valuable,  SH9. 

—-.of  the  Council  of  Trent,  J.'s  projected  transhtloo  ol 

HSrM?..^0?;X'    '"'  "^  **'»"'«»  "^  «"»'*^« 
Hoadly.  Dr.  Benjamin's  "  Suspicious  Husband."  190 
Hoare,  Lady,  51 1 .  -,         . 

Hobbcs.  Thomas,  on  the  state  of  the  mtnd  lu  old  aie.  Ml 
Hodge,  Johnson's  cat,  722.  ^ 

Hogarth,  9.  45.5.  614.    His  first  intcrvfev  with  J    4* 
J.'s  lines  on  the  death  of,  43.  225.      Hi^  charart«r*«r  J 
Hogg's  ••  Jacobite. Relics,"  310.  »«ciw  m  *, 

"  Hogshead  of  Sense."  Juhnson  said  to  be.  383. 
Holdbronk,  Mr.,  Johnson's  early  lusti  uctur  8* 
Holderness,  I.rf)rd,  331.  '    " 

Holidays,  487.  601. 
Holland,  the  jurisprudence  of,  1.59. 

.  Mr.,  the  actor,  656. 

llollif.  Thomas.  Esq.,  9.  686. 

Ilotlyer,  Mr.,  Johnson's  letter  to,  4S7. 

Holy  orders.  107. 

Holy  rood  House,  276.  390. 

Holywell,  419. 

Home.  Lord.  43.  134. 

,  Mr.  John.  155.  .^32.  399.  44L  44».  4.52.  500  Slg  518. 

,  his  tragedy  of  "  Douglas,"  390.  487.  6lS/ * 
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220.  2S«,  2%9.  296.  317.  M9.  582.  G08.  6G4.  137. 
lity  of.  fiOS.     Qtiotrd  by  Thucydides,  COM. 
iMieration  for,  220.  608.     J  'i  sphI,  a  bead  of,  220. 
oil's  early  tranilationi  from,  10. 
i  translation  of,  .5M2.    Dacier's,  Macpherson's,  and 

tran»!ation»  of,  60H. 

iri:il.  comparative  excullence  of,  5&9.  G08. 
idaliis.  '•  459. 
J4.  Noble  instance  of,  258. 
e,  hi»  tranitlation  of  "  Berwick'*  Memoiri,"  592. 
.,  4G4,  4f>5. 
.  wrote  tlieDucheis  of  Marlborough *»  Apology  ,321 . 

in.  Ksq.,  76.  130.  427.  610.  649.  Educated  in 
pet,  720.  J.'s  dedication  of  his  **  Tasso,"  130. 
■)  Hastings  in  behalf  of,  677.  His  **  Cleonice," 
letter*  to,  427.  785.  Diary  of  J.'»  last  illnc»»,»44. 
Mr,,  b04. 

I'hop,  210. 

I'V"..  719. 
.  illiam.  284. 
■  ihn.  Earl  of,  G68. 
eii«-ral,  497. 

..  61.  69,  70.   176.  224.  257.280.317.321397.408. 
^.5S.  482.  516.  559.  .580.  604,  605.  617.  624.  601.  730. 
ion's  translation  from,  10. 
■Ws  translation  of,  the  best,  617. 
)oit>!lai's  collection  of  editions  of,  756. 
lll.-i,  580. 

>>hop,  413,  414.  483.  529.  810.     Letter  to   Adam 
>out  Hume,  272.    His  character  of  J..  810. 
lohn.     Sf€  Tooke. 
he  Misses,  l.-W.  140.  249.  649. 
s  liii-tory  of  Iceland,  589. 
1,  what  should  be  done  with,  744. 
tr.  .Samuel,  155.  746. 
am,  1H4. 

.  23.5.  253.  607. 660.  731.    Decline  of,  660. 
administration  of,  511. 
respectable,  Johnson  so  called,  87,  88. 
Collection.  Johnson  regreU  the  sale  of,  775. 
:onimon»,  261.  574.  575.  714. 
ncc  of  j)eers  in,  281. 
r  of  expulsion  by,  037. 

lailyachccit  for  the  Crown,  on  the  Lords,  037. 
iiotic  of  speaking  at  the  bar  of,  .571. 
"wer  over  the  national  purse,  714. 
Uolingbroke's  description  of,  574. 
e  inveclivcs  used  in,  763. 
IVer*.  2H1.  296. 
kers  G95. 

i  reiidenees,  Johnson's,  30.  636. 
n  it-hard,  718. 

ohn,  Esq  .  the  philanthropist,  19.  114.  571. 
Kdw.ird,  211. 
o..r>:e,  455. 
•  Letters,"  446. 
rd.  Dr..  92.  108. 
4."  5S.  340.  454.506. 
lup  of  Avranches,  22,  23  .552. 
tV.,  the   translator  of  Ariokto,  129.    Dispute  with 
6;-^. 

i>hn,  the  poet,  88.  601.  666. 
ii-hment  of  the,  .^s.5. 

e,  218.  773.    Miseries  and  happiness  of,  447. 
ibcriy  of,  773. 
,  Johnson's,  770. 

vid,  6-i.  88.  150,  151.  174.  199.211.272.331.358.393. 
5.14.   .545.  5.57.  591  629.     Echo  of  Voltaire.    191. 
y  of  Embassy  at    Paris,  88.     Political  principles, 
t-i'ticism.  •27'i.  fOi.  515.  760.     His  "  Life,"  534. 
:u(Ki  and  bad,  335.  451.  6(9.  696. 
iun's  talent  for.  .5K. 
g  of  Kallamagairy."  251. 
Ozias,  Esq.,  Johnson's  letters  to.  751,  752. 
r.,  Johnson's  schoolmaster,  7.  89.  227.  836. 
IW.     Miss,  718. 
r     704.  731. 

lohn«on  a  fox-hunter,  351.   Pleasure  of.  838. 
hop.  20.  448.  510.  572.  WJ.     "  Works  of  ('owley." 
hnson's  character  of.  7'iO.     Sermon  on  eril  spintt, 

hnunbo,"  Sam.  Johnson,  author  of,  366. 

CCi7. 

,  13. 

r.   rhom.'w.  tituLir  Bishop  of  Waterford,  80.5. 

John,  letter  to,  6^1. 

n.  Willijira.  a  «trover,  honesty  of,  298. 

.  his  "  Mural  Philosophy,"  ull. 

.  15. 

illi-im,  his  "  Histoiy  of  Dciby,"  549. 
.  the  Moravian,  805. 
»ry,  Lord,  476. 
s.,  (Miss  .Adams),  761. 
t,  a  Roman  one,  41'i. 


Hypochondria,  the   "English  Malady,"    14.   28.  617.  640. 

Byron's  definition  of,  16.     Suffered  by  Mr.  Windham,  617. 

840. 

and  madness,  distinction  between,  14. 

,  improper  treatment  of.  28. 

"  Hypochondriac,"  Boswell's,  15.  717. 
Hvpocrito,  no  man  one  In  his  pleasures,  768. 
-^,  play  of  the,  437. 


Iceland,  chapter  of  the  "  Natural  Historv  "  of,  589. 

Icolmkill.381.382. 

Idleness.  110.  147.  158.  208.  657.  716. 

"  Idler,"  Johnson's,  I.  110.  114.  lia  510. 

Ignorance,  sinoular  instance  of,  302. 

— — ,  guilt  of  continuing  in  voluntary,  181. 

among  men  of  eminence,  instances  of,  205. 

Ham,  Johnson's  visit  to,  415.  .557. 

Uchester,  Earl,  440. 

Ilk,  sense  of  the  word,  606. 

Imagination,  612.  833. 

Imlac,  why  so  »pel|pd,  664. 

Immortality,  4£0.  6.57. 

Impartiality,  479. 

Impressions,  folly  of  trusting  to,  694. 

should  he  described  while  Ireth  on  the  mind,  109. 

Impudence,  dIflVrence  betwf^en  Scotch  and  lri«h.  433. 

Ince,  Kichard.  a  writer  iu  the  "  Spectator."  505. 

Inch  Ke'th,  281. 

Inchkenneth,  372.  376.  379.  428.  429.    Ode  on,  378. 

"  Incldit  in  Scyllam,"  &c.,  whence  taken,  718. 

Incivility,  663. 

Income,  living  within,  733. 

Incredulity,  Johnson's,  573. 

Indecency  and  indelicacy.    S<e  Macaulay,  T.  B. 

Index  rerum  to  "  Clarissa,"  73. 

India,  government  of,  7'i9. 

^— .  Johnson's  thought  of  going  there.  501 . 

,  practice  of  going  to,  in  qnest  of  wealth,  635. 

Indians,  why  not  weak  or  deformed,  728. 
Indigestion,  Johnson's  remedy  for,  440. 
Indolence,  Johnson's,  157.  165. 


Inequality,  political,  252. 
Infidel  writ  "    '   ' 


riters,  3.58.  482.  48^1.  760. 

Infidelity,  174.  176.  202. 332.  430.  482.  612.  545.  7C0. 

,  conjugal,  Wi.  614.  636. 

Infidels,  keeping  company  with,  638. 

Influence  of  the  Crown,  216.  731. 

Ingratitude,  495. 

—— ,  French  saying  about,  335. 

Inheritance,  consequences  of  anticipating,  70& 

Inmates  and  rensioners,  Johnson's,  670.  6'20. 

Inncs,  Rev.  Mr.,  122. 

Innovation,  rage  for,  720. 

Inns,  Shenstone's  lines  on,  485. 830. 

Innyi,  Mr.  William,  801. 

Inoculation,  762. 

Inquisition,  158. 

Insanity,  5.  14,  15.  106.  135.  336.  553.  664. 

,  hereditary,  important  observations  on,  5 

Inscriptions,  Latin  or  English,  313.  392.  5'20. 

Insects,  260. 

Inspired,  whether  our  copies  of  the  Scriptures  arc  to  be 
considered,  absolutely  and  literally,  as,  176. 

Insults,  239,  240. 

Intentions.  175.    Good.  786. 

Interest.  574.    Of  money,  611. 

Intoxication,  480. 

Intromission,  vicious,  244.  247.  278.  814. 

Intuition  and  sagacity,  distinction  between,  775. 

Invasion,  ridiculous  fears  of,  60<>. 

Invectives,  763. 

Inverary,  385. 

fnverness,  3<'4. 

"  Inverted  understanding,"  626. 

Invitations,  451. 

Invocation  of  saints,  263.  637.  761. 

Inward  light.  219. 

Ireland.  217.  2£0.  263.  277. 

injured  by  the  union  with  England,  638. 

,  hospitality  to  strangers  in,  (AH). 

— ,  its  anciei  t  state  little  known,  108. 

— -,  Johnson  wishes  its  literature  cultivated,  108. 

,  necessity  nf  poor  laws  in,  2*^0. 

,  William  Henry,  his  Shakspeare  forgeries,  510.  701. 

•'  Irene,"  Johnson's  tragedy  of,  JJ.  29,  30,  31.  46.  60,  61.  76. 
666. 

Irish,  the.  "  a  fair  people,"  433.  Mix  better  with  the  English 
than  the  Scotch  do,  2.59.  J.'s  compassion  for  the  dis- 
tresses of,  217.  263.  J.'s  kindness  for,  638.  Union,  638. 
Gentlemen,  good  scholars  among  them,  220.  Accent.  232. 
Impudence.  433.  Language,  631.  .575.  And  Welch  lan- 
guages, affinity  between,  1U8.  And  Erxe  languages  com • 
pared.  231.  446.    Papists,  217.  263.    Family  pride,  356. 

Irreparable,  or  irrepairable  ?  479. 

Irvine,  Mr.,  295.  »9. 
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Inr{ti,  CAptain.  460. 
Uleof  Mm),  AI8. 

of  Muck.  341. 

IUI7,  John>on's  projected  tour  to.  34S.  496.  600.  GOS.  S0&. 

772.  ns.  781. 
Ivj-lane  Club,  &e.  107.  745.  751. 


Jackson,  Henrr,  Johnson's  schooirellow,  499.  588. 

.  Richard.  Esq.,  M.  F.,  the  "  Omniscient/'  600.  540. 

,  Thomas,  the  servant,  6.  489. 

,  Mr.,  of  Canterbury,  38. 

Jacobites.  147.  438. 

JacobiUsm,  Johnson's  ingenious  defence  or,  147. 

James  1.,  243.  420.    His  ^'  Osemonology,  "  627. 

II.,  278.  325.  444. 

IV.  of  Scotland,  Boswell's  intended  history  of,  293. 

,  Dr.,  19. 43. 235. 501.  783.    HU  "  Medicinal  Dictionary," 

48.    HU  character,  48.    His  death,  496. 
Janes,  Mr.,  3 1 2.  317. 
Japlx,  Gisbert,  his  '*  Rymelerie,"  163. 
"  Jealous  Wife."  a  comedy,  121. 
Jealousy,  512. 

Jenkinson.  Charles  (Lord  Liverpool),  letter  to.  54S. 
Jennens,  Charles,  of  Gopsal,  248. 
Jennings,  Mr.  573. 
Jenyns.  Soame.  68.  106.  509.  698.    His  "  Origin  of  Evil,"  106. 

392.    His  epiUph  on  Johnson,  and  Boswell's  retiiliation, 

106.    Application  of  a  passage  in   Horace  to,  50a    His 

"  Evidence  of  the  Christian  Religion,"  S03. 
Jcphsoi),  Robert,  Esq..  86.  205. 
Jersey,  Wi.liam,  third  Earl,  3. 
Jervis,  Mr.,  of  Birmingham,  21. 

,  Ellaabelh.  (Mrs.  Johnson),  24.  76. 

Jesuits,  destruction  of  the  order  of,  468. 

Jodreli,  Richard  Paul,  Esq.,  643.  754. 

Johnson,  Michael,  father  of  Samuel,  4,  5. 19.  214.  438.  812. 

,  Mrs.,  his  mother,  5.  7.  19.23.  114.812.    Her  death,  (13. 

^— .  Nathaniel,  brother  of  Samuel.  4.  23. 

,  Mrs.,  wife  of  Samuel,  25,  26. 28,  29.  50.  58.  66.  74»  75, 76, 

77.  81.86.  1G5.  502.612.  615. 

,  Andrew,  Samuel's  uncle,  4.  198.  239.  342.  427. 

,  Thomas,  Samuel's  cousin,  427. 

Johnson,  Samubl.    Leading  evenu  qf  kit  life. 

1709.  his  birth,  4. 

Inherits  a  vile  melancholy,  4. 832. 

his  account  of  bis  family,  812. 

traditional  stories  of  his  precocity,  6. 

afflicted  with  scrofula,  7. 
1712.  touched  by  Queen  Anne  for  the  evil,  7. 
1716.  at  school  in  Lichfleld.  7.    Boyish  days,  8. 

1726.  removed  to  the  school  of  Stourbridge.  10. 

1727.  leaves  Stourbridge.    J.'s  two  years  at  home,  12.  837. 

1728.  enters  at  Pemb.  Coll..  12.  College  life,  13.  837. 
translates  Pope's  "  Messiah,"  13. 

the  "  morbid  melancholy  "  increases,  14. 
his  reading,  16.    Specimens  of  exercises,  17. 

1731.  qulU  college.  18. 

1732.  becomes  usher  of  Bosworth  school,  20. 

1733.  at  Birmingham,  and  translates  Lobo,  21. 

1734.  returns  to  Lichfleld,  22. 

proposes  to  print  Politlan's  poems,  22. 
offers  to  write  for  the  "  Gent.  Mag.,"  23. 

1736.  marries  Mrs.  Porter,  and  opens  a  school  at  Edial,  25. 

1737.  goes  to  London  with  Garrick,  27. 
retires  to  lodgings  at  Greenwich,  29. 
designs  to  translate  Father  Paul,  29. 
returns  to  Lichfleld  and  flnlshes  *'  Irene,"  29. 
removes  to  London  with  his  wife,  30. 

1738.  beromrs  a  writer  in  the  "Gent.  Mag.,"  81. 
writes  the  debates  in  parliament.  32. 
publishes  "  London.'*  sells  it  for  ten  guineas,  S3, 
rails  to  obtain  the  decree  of  A.  M..  37. 

1739.  publishes  "  Marmor  Norfolciense,"  40. 

1740.  writes  Lives  of  Blake,  Drake,  and  Barretter.  43. 

1741.  translates  the  "  Jests  of  Hlerocles,"  Guyon's  "  Disser- 

tation on  the  Amazons,"  and  Fontenelle's  "  Panegyric 
on  Dr.  Morln,"  44. 

1742.  writes  "  Es»av  on  the  Account  of  the  Conduct  of  the 

Duchess  or  Marlborough,"  Lives  of  Burman  and 
of  Sydenham,  and  proposals  for  **  Blbllotheca  Har- 
leiana,"  46. 

1743.  writes  "  Considerations  on  the  Dispnte  tietween  Crou. 

saz  and  Warburton."  ftc.,and  dedication  to  Dr.  Mead, 

of  James's  "  Medicinal  Dictionary."  47. 
1/41.  publishes  the  "  Life  of  Savage,"  and  writes  "  Prebce 

to  the  Harl.  Mlseell.,"  49.  53. 
1745.  publishes  "  Miscellaneous  Observations  on  Macbeth, 

with  Remarks  on  Hanmer's  Shakspeare,"  63. 
no  deUlls  of  his  life  for  the  rears  1746-6, 54. 

1747.  publishes  the  prospectus  of  bis  Dictionary,  56. 
forms  the  King's  (lead  Club,  Ivy  Lane,  58. 

1748.  visiU  Tunbridge  Wells,  58. 

writes  "  Life  of  Roscommon,"  "  Preface  to  Doilsley's 
Preceptor,"  and  **  Vision  of  Theodore  the  Hermit," 
69. 
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Johnson,  Saxcbl,  —  ooatmsMvf . 

1749.  geu  fifteen  guineas  for  tbe  **  Vmnity  of  HnxDmin 

69. 
his  "  Irene  "  acted  at  Drnrj  Lane,  60. 

1750.  begins  to  publich  *'  The  Rambler ;  **  his  prajer  0 

mencing  tbe  undertaking.  6S.    WrHn  a^iraloi 
the  benefit  of  Milton'a  grand-danKliter,  71. 

1751.  writes  "  Life  of  Chevnel  "    Letter  for  La 

dedication  to  Lenox^  "  Female  Qubuite,** 

1752.  works  at  the  Dictionary  and  Rambler,  74. 
death  of  bis  wife,  and  grief  for  her.  7S. 
writes  her  funeral  sermon  and  epitaph,  77. 
circle  of  his  fViends  at  thia  tbne,  79. 

1753.  writes  papers  T  in  "  Adventurer,"  7S.8I. 

1754.  writes  "  Life  of  Cave."  84.  VUita  Oxford,  W. 
obtains  the  degree  of  A.  M .  IkrHn  Oxford,  90. 

1756.  publishes  bis  Dictionanr,  91. 

projecta  a  "  Bibliotbdque."  93. 

his  depressed  state  of  mind,  sa. 

the  Academy  della  Cruaca  and    the  Tnath  Ai 
present  him  with  their  '*  DIctionariea."  98. 

his  scheme  of  life  for  Sunday,  99. 
1756.  publishes  an  abridgment  of  Dictioaarr,  KB. 

writes  in  "  The  Univeraal  Vialtor,"  I09l 

edits  the  "  Literary  Magaslne."  108. 

composes  sermons  for  clergymen.  107. 

proposes  an  edition  of  Shakspeare.  107 

offered  a  living,  but  declines  taking  orders.  1C7. 


1767. 


dicUtes  a  speech  at  a  public  meeting  on  the  cx| 
to  Rochfort.  107. 


fort. 
1758.  commences  the  "  Idler,"  110. 

***.  **r?^4,  "P  .hoiM^ecplot.  «nd  remorea  to  ch 
in  the  Temple,  110. 
1750.  death  of  his  mother,  1 13 

writes  his  "  Rasselas."  to  pay  for  her  fbneral,  II 

makes  an  excursion  to  Oxford.  117 

writes   a  *>  Dissertation  on  the   Greek  Cooed 

Introduction  to  "  The  World  Displayed  "  and* 

,  -^       f*"f ".  concerning  Blackfrian*  Bridge.'*  1 1». 

17G0.  writes  •' Address  of  the  Painters  to  Georcell 

dedlcaUon  to  Barettl'a  Italian  Dictfonarr   ■ 

view  of  Ty tier's  ••  Vindicistlon    of  Man  Qi 

ScoU,"  119.  ' 

.,r.    ^°7°*  '^^""°°'.*?r  ^*"  conduct  and  stndics,  I 

1761.  writes  preface  to  "  Bolt's  Dictlonarr."  HI. 

1762.  writes  dedication  of  '«  Kennedy's  Attrtmomica 

obulns  a  pension  ofaOQI.  a>ye«r   196 
.«,    *cco«'P«n»«»  Sir  Jwhua  Reynolds  Into  Devon, 

1763.  writes  character  of  Collins,  ••  Life  of  Ascbaa 

cation  »oH«>»«V*  Taaso/'and  I>etectfoaor 
posture  of  tbe  Cock-lane  Ghost,  l»-«. 
Boswell  becomes  acquainted  vrith  him   131. 

1764.  the  "Literary  Club"  founded,  168 
afflicted  with  severe  hypochotidrla,  16Sl 

writes  review  of  Grainger's  "  Susar  Cane.''»ds 
smith's  "Traveller,'^  164.       **»**^^'*°*»   ■"■ 
visits  Dr.  Percy,  166. 

1765.  visiu  Cambridge,  167. 

created  LL. p.  by  Dublin  UnlTersftr,  lO. 
is  Introduced  to  the  Thrales,  169  I7l 
publishes  his  Shakspeare.  107 

1766.  writes  the  dedicaUon  of  Gwynn's  *•  London  aid 

minster  Improved,"  and  "The   Fountaias,*' 

1767.  his  interview  with  the  King,  I84. 

writes  dedication  to  the  King  of  "  Adans'Trca 
the  Globe,"  187. 
1768;  writes  prologue  to  Goldsmith's  plar.  187 

visits  Oxfonl,  189.  ^  ^* 

1769.  appointed  professor  in  ancient  literature  to  th( 
Academy,  197. 
visiu  Oxford,  Lichfleld,  and  Brighton    197 
appears  at  the  Old  Bailey  as  a  wftness.  907* 
mo.  publishes  "  The  False  Alarm,"  iST^ 
1771.  publishes  "  Thoughts  on  the  Imte  Trsmsactkni  n 
Ing  Falkland's  Islands,"  SSI .        ^^ 


design  of  bringing  him  into  parliament  S2S. 
prepares  a  4tb  edition  of  the  Dlctionarr  tMk 
1772.  writes  law  arguments  for  Boswell,  Mi 
sketches  of  his  state  of  mind.  S43. 


1773.  publishes  new  edition  of  Dictionary, 
rites  preface  to  "  Macbean's  Die 
Geography,"  246. 


writes  preface^  to  "Macbean's  Dictionary  of  A 


attempts  to  learn  the  Ix>w  Dutch  langoacvs.  2Gft. 
Journey  with  Boswell  to  the  Helnide^  SCT 
presented  with  tbe  freedom  of  Aberdeen  292. 

1774.  writing  his  "  Journey  to  the  Hebrides  **  411 
visits  North  Wsles  with  the  Thral(^*4i5     * 
viiits  Mr.  Burke  at  Beaconsfteld.  4S5. 
writes  •*  The  Patriot."  425. 

1775.  publishes  his  "  Journey  to  the  Hebrides  **  426. 
publishes  "  Taxation  no  Tyranny,''  434  ' 
receives  degree  of  D.C.L.  from  Oxford  446. 
visits  France  with  the  Thrales,  459 

1776.  writes  proposals  for  an  Analysis  of  the  Cehfe  L«| 
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Johnson,  Samcbl,  —  contimud. 

TiiiU  Oxford  and  Lichfield,  481.,  and  Bath,  608. 

1777.  engages  to  write  "  The  Lives  of  the  Poets."  530. 
wiites  dedication  of  the  works  of  Bishop  Pcarcc,  631. 
▼UUs  Oxford  and  Derbjrshire,  A38. 

exerU  himself  In  behalfof  Dr.  Dodd,  641 . 

1778.  his  Tisit  to  Warley  Camp.  618. 
squaU>les  of  his  inmates,  620. 

1779.  publishes  the  first  four  volumes  of  "  Tho  Lives  of  the 

PoeU,"  623. 

1780.  employed  on  **  The  Lives  of  the  PoeU,"  G4S. 

1781.  completes  his  '*  Lives  of  the  Poets,"  665. 

death  of  Mr.  Tbrale.  681 .  J.  one  of  his  executors,  C82. 
loses  his  fHend  Mr.  Strahan,  687. 


plans  a  life  of  greater  diligence,  i 
purposes  to  studv  Italian  literature,  698. 
visiU  Oxford,  Birmingham,  and  Lichfield,  G98. 


1782.  loses  his  old  friend  Robert  Lovett,  700. 
declining  state  of  his  health,  702. 
vislu  Oxford,  708. 

takes  leave  of  Streatham,  710. 

1783.  has  a  stroke  of  the  palsv,  734. 
vlsiU  Lichfield  and  Oxford.  736. 
founds  the  Essex  Head  Club,  746. 
troubled  with  spasmodic  asthma,  746. 

1784.  viiits  Oxford,  768. 

his  fHends project  a  tour  to  Italy,  772.  776, 776. 

visiu  Lichdrld,  Birmingham,  and  Oxford,  783. 

expiatory  visit  to  Uttoxetor,  791. 

details  of  his  last  illness  and  Diath.  793^-807. 839-846. 

Will,  801. 

FcNia4L  in  Westminster  Abbey.  807. 

Monument  in  St.  Paul's,  808. 

Epitaphs  bv  Mr.  Flood  and  Dr.  Parr.  809. 

Chronological  Catalogue  of  his  PansB  Works.  821. 

List  of  various  Pobtbaits  of  him,  811. 

List  of  various  intended  Dbsions,  794.  820. 

RicoLLBcnoNS  of  him  by  Miss  Rf7nolds.  830. 

Miscellaneous  Anecdotes  of.  By  Mr.  WIcklns.  836.   By 

the  Rev.  Mr.  Parker,  by  Mrs.  Rose,  by  Mr.  Robert 

Barclay,  by  Mr.  Green,  836. 

Leading  points  qfhis  habits,  nuntners,  and  character. 

Johnson,  his  pectdhurities  of  person  and  manner.  7.  8.  9.  1& 

31,24.  26l  41,  42.  87.  165,  166.  176.  195.  26H,  209.  282.  371. 

409.  430.  611. 

,  very  imperfect  sight.  466.  611.  836. 

,  Inability  to  discriminate  features,  656.  836. 

,  defective  hearing,  835. 

,  gesticulations,  42.  269.  439.  677. 

,  peculiar  march,  677.    Loud  tone  of  voice,  835. 

,  remarkable  laugh.  457. 

— ,  heat  and  irriUbility  of  blood,  721. 

,  dress,  269.  606.  832. 

,  general  traits  of  character  and  mode  of  living.  8,  9.  13. 

18.  34.  86.  86.  41.  48.  61.  58.  63.  79.  HI.  216.  SHS.  371. 
.morbid  melancholy.  14. 42.  91.98. 116. 165. 188.  211.  269. 

336.  482  49&  626.  553.  640.  661.  737.  764.  831 . 

,  envy.  51.  134.  600. 

,  uncouth  habits.  408. 836. 

,  occasional  rudeness,  393.  397. 420.  487.  510. 518.  903. 6281 

668.6(13.685.691.832 
«— ,  readiness  to  take  ofTence  at  a  slight,  79.  86.  832. 

,  eating.  169. 160.  369.  699.  835.,  and  drinking.  160.  506. 

,  respect  for  birth  and  family,  220. 

.— ,  profound  reverence  for  the  hierarchy,  679.  728. 

.— ,  bow  to  an  archbishop,  723. 

.insensibility  to  music  and  painting,  123.  378.  470.  77a 

832. 
•— ',  alleged  superstition,  165.  228. 

,  personal  courage.  430.    Activity,  834.  836. 

— ,  great  love  of  lale  hours,  663. 

-^,  disregard  of  public  abuse,  624.  663.  673.  675. 

,  abhorrence  of  aiTectation,  662. 

— .  love  of  chemistry,  40.  634. 

.^.knowledge  of  trades,  348.  355. 

^—,  extensive  knowledge  of  literary  history, 

,  alleged  deficiency  in  Greek.  794,  795. 

,  power  and  extent  of  hia  memory,  G.  9.  86. 

— ,  political  prejudices.  41. 

,  pr^udice  against  the  Scotch,  260.  432,  433. 

,  uiOust  contempt  for  foreigners,  6.^9. 

— .  oratorical  powers,  233. 

,  conversational  powers,  68.  216.  267.  6G0.  6&2.  738. 

,  dexterity  at  retort,  719. 

— ,  bow-wow  way  of  speaking,  439. 

,  mode  of  reading,  661.,  and  recitation,  834. 

,  rule  to  Ulk  hU  best,  719.  831. 

,  great  talent  for  humour,  66. 

—— ,  powers  of  ImprovlMtion,  471. 

,  dislike  to  be  teased  with  questions,  685. 

,  extraordinary  fertility  of  bis  mind.  64. 

,  tenderness,  benevolence,  humanity,  and  aiTability,  19. 

48.77,  78.  113, 114.  118. 119. 127.  163.  166. 187.  217.438.536. 

688L  699.  613.  770.  834. 
(Caadoar  and  amiableness,  438. 


Johnson,  ceremony  to  ladies,  467.  833. 

,  gratitude,  168. 

— — ,  kindness  to  servants,  722. 

— — ,  constancy  to  thote  once  employed,  769. 

,  fondness  for  animals,  722. 

,  charity.  536.  670.  632.  768.  834. 

.  love  of  the  poor,  127. 143. 316.  G97. 

,  kindness  to  authors,  624. 

,  rigid  honetty,  18. 

-^,     ^r.,   „   k  ^j    u  ,natic  jsU'ty,  5.  16.  34.  41.  100.  113.  792. 
— .  invlulAblET  rL-Kaj-d  to  Imlli,  45.  149.  479.  672. 

,  vtMhi  lanlj-  i*rile  for  par,  41.  107-  171. 

,  |Lltidi]pi&  10  children,  e<is.  722. 

— ,  rtmAdeDc^  In  the  elScacy  of  prayer,  286.  296.  831—834. 
— .  dread  of  death,  206.  211.  397.  430.  645.  605.  748.  755. 

760.  Bar:. 

.— ,  objprtton  to  the  i]»e  o(  parenthesis,  72(X 

,  wrttlii|t  hy  lltv  amt  lEajt*.  789. 

,  r»f»i(|  *:f*JTirH><i*(on.  .-iy   'VI.  286.  299.  445.  613.  665.  696. 

,  \hv"  TE.TLniblT!  "  w  rsEtb'ii  hastily,  63.  am.    100  line*  of 

"  The  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes,"  in  a  day,  177. "  Rasselas," 
in  a  week,  116.  "  False  Alarm"  In  twenty-eight  houn, 
213.  A  sermon  after  dinner,  285.  Forty-eight  pages  of  the 
"  Life  of  Savage"  at  a  sitting.  286.  Six  sheets  of  trann- 
lation  from  the  French  In  a  day,  285.  "The  Patriot" 
in  one  day,  426. 

,  at    sixty-seven  purposes  to  apply  vigoroosly  to  tho 

Greek  and  Italian  languages,  63S. 

.  >tyle  characterised.  69.  70.  71.  583.  666. 

,  various  imitations  of,  796. 

,  W.  S.,  of  Connecticut,  Johnson's  letter  to.  248. 

,  Commodore,  241. 

.  of  the  lay  monastery,  398. 

— ,  Charles,  author  of  "  Adventures  of  a  Guinea,"  359. 

,  Samuel,  author  of  "  Hurlo  Thrumbo,"  366. 

,  the  equestrian,  136.  673. 

,  Thomas.  427.,  and  Samuel,  633.  803. 

,  Miss  (Mrs.  Whiting),  801. 

— — ,  Mrs.  (widow  of  a  clergyman),  129. 

"  Johnsonians,"  the  coUectiioo  so  called,  479.  606. 

Johnstone.  Arthur,  his  poems,  156.  294.  750. 

— ,  Sir  Jamn,  757. 

Jones,  Sir  William,  37.  218.  259.  298.  629.  646.  676. 

,  Philip.  483. 

,  Miss,  108. 

Jonson.  Ben,  72.  404. 

Jorden,  Rev.  Mr  ,  12, 13. 18. 89.  837. 

Jortln,  Dr.,  his  sermons.  679.    His  epIUph,  711. 

"  Joseph  Andrews."  Fielding's,  238. 

Journal,  Johnson  advises  keeping  one,  148. 251.  449. 568.  716. 

des  Savans.  186. 

Journey.    See  Hebrides. 

Jubilee,  198. 

Judges,  private  life  of,  402  Trading,  44.5.  Why  thoy  should 
not  hold  their  places  for  life.  448. 

,  an  opinion  of  the  Twelve,  613. 

Judgment,  460. 

Julian,  Emperor,  74. 

Julien.  M..  298. 

Junius,  58.  IH.  333.  635.  765. 

JiiHes.  489. 

Justamond,  J.  O.,  530. 

Juvenal.  33.  34.  69.  390.  681.  617. 

— ,  Holyday's  notes  on,  praised,  841. 


Kalme*.  Henry  Home.  Lord,  43  134.  169.  191  206.  244  358. 

392.  His  "  Elements  of  Criticism,"  134.578.  His  *'  Sketches 

of  Man."  678.611.616. 
Kearney,  Bishop,  168.  489. 
,  Dr.  Michael,  notes  and  observations,  51,  52.  140.  160. 

1G8.  204.  251.  585.  605.  636.  678 
Kearsley,  Mr.,  the  bookseller,  67.  677. 
Kedletton,  416.  648. 
Keene.  Mr.,  466. 
Keith,  Mr.,  of  the  Excise,  304, 306. 

,  Lady,  488. 

Kelly.  Hugh.  190.  632.  804. 

,  Thomas,  sixth  Earl  of,  399. 651. 

Kemble.  John  PhiUp,  660.  741.  742. 

,  Charles,  741. 

Kempis,  Thomas  i,  572.  661. 
Ken.  Bishop,  452.  661.  759. 
Kendal,  Duchess  of.  161 . 
Kennedy,  Sir  Alexander,  395. 

,  Dr.,  dedication  of  his  "  Astronomical  Chronology."  1 24. 

,  Dr.,  his  Tragedy,  576. 

Kennlcot,  Dr.  Benjamin,  219.  276.   Mrs.,  686.  731. 

Kenrick,Dr.  William,  attacks  on  J.,  171.  188.  194.  358.  682. 

Kent,  Duke  of,  187. 

Keppel.  Admiral.  161.  658L 

Kerr.  Mr.  James,  276. 

Kerry.  Knight  of,  377. 

Kettel,  Hall.  88. 

Kildare.  Earl  of.  300. 

Kilmarnock,  Lord,  297. 

Kilmorey,  John,  tenth  Viscount.  417. 
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Kimchi,  Rabbi.  3. 

Ktniiersley,  Mr..  740. 

Kindness.  555.  709. 

King,  Dr.  WilliMn,  92,03. 117.  SSI.  4.52.  . 

'—,  Dr.,  on  the  huppiness  of  a  future  stitr,  593. 

— ..  Archbishop,  his  "  Essay  on  Evil,"  G3b. 

,  Lord,  his  '•  Life  of  Locke,"  155 

King,  John^uir*  iiittfvltiw  with  the,  195. 

Kln^:*,  tliHr  Hituiitkm,  H4   15|.  lUb.  343.  670. 

Kiti^tbi  iron  ell,  Earldom,  377. 

'*  KinjSiburffh."  f  AIpx.  Macdonald),  324.325.  333.  352.  355. 

Kin* V Head  Club,  5A. 

Ktppri,  Dr.,  M7-  SSfl  3Ji2. 552,  553.  792.    J.*«  opinion  of,  836. 

Kmcilon,  M\n,hC,.  90 

Kfirl]fr,  Bit  Guiitrev,  .'575. 

Ktiktil.  Latlv.  "ii.  i4.  "G.  1«L  Anecdotes  of  Johnson,  76.  And 

or  Mrs.  >^lllialn^.Ti.l8l. 
- — ,  CAfjtatti  Sir  JiMt'ph,  480,  481. 
-~ — H  Jiif^plt,  the  iJPifro.  506. 
Knl^ilit*  1  emiJlar*,  tutlegc  of.  340. 
KiiiEticii;,  AT7'     Juhitiuti  attempts  to  learn,  449.  758. 
K II.) Iks  *7. 

K(HJwh'«igL'.  Hi.  )«1  %^'2.  449.  4«4  506.  608. 
Kn(!»!ifi»  Miry,  ^17,  5lti.  591,  592,  593.  695.    Dialogue  with 

Johnson,  5iM*, 
Knox,  ihhn.  I  hi'  ^(-foriTier,  26.  283.  284. 

_,  Xivv.  VUf"iuv.K.  iinitatcj  Johnson's  style,  70.  773.  797. 

— — ,  Mr.  John,  opinion  of  Johnson's  "  Journey,"  431. 
Konigsmark,  Count,  190. 
Kristrom,  Mr..  231. 

Labefactation  of  all  principles,  4.53. 

I^  BletHe,  74. 

La  Bruydre.  4.50. 

LMctantius,  538. 

Lade,  Sir  John.  Johnson's  verses  nn,  805. 

Ladies,  Johnson's  politeness  to,  832. 

I^fontaine.  61. 

Lambesc,  Prince,  462. 

Landed  property,  473. 

Litndlords,  209.  333.  343.  366.  370.  443.  579.  712. 

Langlev.  Rev.  Mr.,  416. 

,  Charles,  Esq.,  husband  of"  Alley  Croker,"  580. 

Langton,  Bennet.  Esq.,  8.  29.  59.  79,  80.  85.  108,  109.  112. 

121.  1-28.  Ha.  177,  178.  188.  194.  197.  203.  222.  2(i0.  263.  266, 

266.  292.  298.  337.  378.  413.  42H.  430.  445.  451.  4.57.  479.  486. 

509,  510.  523.  524.  628.  537.  548.  556.  570.  .579.  583, 589.  597. 

602,  603.  614.  618.  646.  662.  680.  686.  708.  736.  740.  7.56.  803. 
,  Johnson's  letters  to.  9-5.  108.  112    121.  177.  178.   188. 

222.  225.  226.  413.  451.  457.  635.  62a  697.  703.  740.  751.  779. 

786.    Character  of,  834. 
•^—t  collection  of  Johnson's  sayings,  665. 

,  letter  to  Boswell,  646. 

,  Miss,  Johnson's  letter  to,  227. 

,  Miss  Jane.  427.  565.    Johnson's  letter  to,  753. 

,  Mr.,  Senior.  260.  509.    Mrs..  363 

— — ,  Peregrine,  Esq.,  his  economy,  178. 

.  Bishop.  80. 

parish.  107. 

Language,  731.    Origin  of,  726. 

,  ancient,  not  to  be  modernised,  768. 

—,  on  writing  verses  in  a  dead,  464. 
Languages,  156.  182.  202.  '231.  467.  506. 

,  the  pedigree  of  nations.  340. 

,  poets  the  preservers  of,  506. 

,  Irish  and  Gaelic  the  same,  231.    Chinese,  611. 

Lansdown.  Marquis  of,  505. 

Lapidary  inscriptions,  inaccurate,  622. 

Lapoucliin,  Madame,  61 1. 

Lascaris*  Grammar,  first  book  printed  in  Greek,  425. 

Late  houfs,  Johnson's  fondness  for,  563. 

Latimer,  210. 

Latin  inscriptions,  313.  392. 

language.  Johnson's  proficiency  in,  468.  837. 

La  Trobe.  He  v.  Mr..  805.  846. 

Laud,  Arrhbishop,  his  diary,  250. 

Lauder.  William,  his  forgery,  35.  72,  73.  667. 

Lauderdale,  Earl  of,  297.  501. 

"  Laughers,"  useful  monitors,  718. 

Laughter.  833.    Johnson's  peculiar,  457. 

Laurel,  the.  57. 

Law,  478.  5.54.    Law  reports.  252.    Of  entail.  473. 

,  Johnson's  intention  of  studying,  1()8. 

.  his  opinions  on.  175.  179.   189.  260.  27L  278.  291.  454. 

478.  501.  513.  627.  5,54.  613.  G78.  688. 
Law,  Edmund,  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  635.  641. 

,  William.  15.  218.  448.  759.  762. 

,  his  *'  Serious  Call,"  15.    Commended.  217. 

Lawrence,  Dr.  Thomas.  79.  113.  416.  429.  .501.  525.  642.  643, 

644.  650.  702.  704.  734.     J  's  letters  to,  429.  642.  700.  702. 

J.'s  letters  to  his  daughter,  703.    His  death,  734. 

,  Sir  Thomas,  113.  338 

Laws.  473.  .M)2. 

Lawyers,  175.  257.  271.  599.  678.  7G6. 

w^,  not  to  be  censured  lor  multiplying  words,  678. 

,  on  their  soliciting  prartlce,  478. 

.— ,  Sunday  consuUatiuns  of,  456. 


Lawyers,  Cicero's  defence  of,  189. 

Laxity  of  talk  confeued,  387. 

Lay  patronage,  argument  Id  defeoce  of,  SK).  81S 

Lasiness.  343.  502. 

Lea,  Rev.  Samuel,  9, 10. 

Learned  women,  ^1. 

Learning,  242.  282.  t<89.  396.  4&2. 

—  more  general  than  formerly,  731 . 

I^eosowet,  424. 

Lectures,  on  the  practice  of  teaching  by,  174.  G8 

Lee,  Alderniaii.  517. 

,  Arthur.  Esq..  618.  .517. 

— — ,  John.  Esq.,  the  barrister,  571. 

,  Mrs.,  52. 

Leechman.  Dr.  WilUain,  393.    On  -  Prayer,"  a 

Leclcrc.  93. 

Le  Despenser,  Lord,  35. 

Leeds,  Francis,  Duke  of,  lines  on.  C5ft. 

Legitimation  by  subsequent  mairrlaigr,  -487. 

Legrand,  21 . 

Leibnitz,  231.363. 

Leicester,  Dudley,  Earl  of,  418. 

Lelnster,  Duke  of,  198. 

Leisure  for  intellectual  improvement,  !2A2. 

Leith,  280. 

Leiand.  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  168.  263.  531.  GOO. 

,  Johnson's  letter  to,  168. 

,  Counsellor,  6'J8. 

Leland's  "  Itinerary,"  420. 

Lcman,  Sir  William,  A3. 

Lending  money,  means  of  influence,  23A. 

Lenox.  Mrs.  Cfharlotte,  79.  83.  99.  117.  124.  4'i7. 

*•  I^onidas,"  Glover's,  301 . 

Le  Roy,  Mr.,  460. 

Leslie,  Charles,  769. 

,  John,  284. 

Letham,  Prior,  plane  tree  there,  286. 

Letter-writing.  687. 

Letters,  the  sanctity  of  private.  193. 

— ,  '•  none  received  in  tlie  grave,"  806. 

Lettsoni.  Dr.,  515. 

Levellers,  152. 

Lever.  Sir  Ashton,  775. 

Lcvett.  Mr.,  19.  49.  62.    Johnson'*  letter  to.  4S 

.  Robert.  76.  78.  126.  149.  173.  2.10.  501.  509 

684. 700.  735. 

,  Johnson's  letter*  to,  421.  459.  4G3.  534. 

.  death,  and  verses  on.  700. 

Lewis,  David,  and  bti  lines  on  Pope,  765. 

.  Mr.  F.,71. 

.  Dean  and  Mrs.,  125. 

LewBon,  (Leveson),  Mrs.. 646. 

"  Lexiphanes,"  Campbell's,  188. 

Libels,  366.  479.  499.  527. 

from  the  pulpit,  513.    On  the  dead,  4S9. 

Liberalhy,  Johnson's,  671. 

Liberty,  194.  261.628.  Political.  194.  Of  cot 
Of  conscience  and  liberty  of  teachiiiv  41 
tween,  730.  Of  the  press,  194.  499  Oi'thi 
523.     And  necessity,  677. 

Libraries,  tixe  of  several  great,  %4. 

Library,  Johnson's.  149.  80S. 

Licensers  of  the  sta[ge,  40. 

Lichfield,  its  inhabitants,  489. 

,  Johnson's  visiu  to,  30.  125.  187.  191.  914 

45ii.  488.  489.  790. 
— ,  veneration  of  the  corporation  of,  for  Johns 

,  Lord,  Chancellor  of  Oxford,  600. 

Liddell,  Sir  Henry,  235. 

Lies,  120.  149.  765. 

Life,  rules  for  the  conduct  of.  709. 

,  Johnson's  extreme  attachment  to,  f^. 

,  Dryden's  phiiosoiihtcal  lines  on,  "id. 

,  human,  773» 

,  reflections  on,  124.  127.  179.  SI  4.  611    534 

764.  * 

,  on  living  it  over  again.  764. 

"  Lilliburlero,"  ballad  of,  its  political  effects  44i 

Lillipui  Parliament,  321.  * 

Lindsay.  Lady,  404. 

Linen,  advantages  of  wearing,  337. 

Linlev.  Miss,  453. 

Linlithgow,  297. 

Lintot,  the  boiikseller,  28  140. 

Liquors,  Jehnton's  scnle  of,  627.  COfi. 

•*  Literary  Anccd"tes,"  Nichols's,  7ba 

Literary  fame,  199.  257.  4.50. 

frauds.  72.  82.  107.  122.  701. 

labours,  Johnson's,  794. 

man,  life  of,  686. 

journals,  186. 

property,  149.  264.  279.  286.  41 1.  693. 

**  Literary  Magazine."  J.'s  contributions  to,  iCQ 
Literature.  French  and  English  compared,  372. 

,  small  quantity  of;  in  the  world,  698. 

,  dignity  of,  60O. 

Liturgy  of  our  church  commended,  762. 
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LiTerpool,  second  Earl.  ftC8. 

*  LfvM  or  the  AdmiraU,"  US. 

•*  Lives  of  the  EnglUh  Poeu,"  Johnson's,  IR7.  630.  MO.  603. 

612.  618.  6/2.  624.  C'26. 639, 630.  633.  642,  643.  646.  651.  6661 

675.  677.  703.  759.  HS. 
— ,  critique  on,  and  account  of,  665.  675. 
..     .  the  mott  popular  of  his  works,  186. 

,  Gibber's.  504.  506.  81 H. 

,  of  Dryd(>n  and  Shakipeare,  I7  Johnson,  516. 

I^levenry,  418. 

I4o^.  Dr..  Bishop  of  St.  Ataph.  79.  418.  7.M). 

^— ,  Mr.,  the  Quaker,  of  BirroinRham,  487. 

—  ,  Humphry,  the  antiquary.  41H. 
,  Miss  Olivia,  the  Quakeress,  23. 

Lobo's  "Account  of  Abyssluia,"  21,  22.  285.  406. 

Local  attachment,  209. 

Locality,  737. 

Lochbuy.  the  Laird  and  Lady  of,  383.  3S4. 

Loch  Lomond,  391.  627. 

Lock,  William,  Ksq.,  ^.€A. 

Locke.  John,  155.  293.  ti£6. 

,  his  rcrsen,  293 

'——.  plan  of  education  imperfect,  G18. 

Lockliart,  Sir  George,  342. 

Lockman,  Mr..  656. 

Irfidgings,  list  of  Johnson's  various,  io  London,  30,  58. 

Loflt,  Capel,  Ksq..  756. 

Loffgan's  drawing  of  company  at  Tunbrldge  Wells,  26.  58. 

Lombe,  Mr.  John,  his  silk-mill.  .'^9. 

**  London,"  Johnson's  poom  of.  23.  33.  36,  37.  59. 

London.  27,  28.  443.  449.  501.  553.  505.  578.  581.  597.  619.  625. 
635w  712.  724.  72H  791 

.— — ,  Held  of  genius  and  exertion,  27.  Fountain  of  intelli- 
gence and  pleasure,  412.  rrei*mii)ence  over  every  other 
|»lace,  6'z5.    No  place  cures  vanity  so  well  as,  217. 

,  ••  Art  of  Living"  in,  28. 

,  Johnson's  love  of.  107.  143.  200.  SI7.  221.370.  554.  581. 

625.7*5.791. 

,  state  of  the  poor  in,  635. 

,  tod  large,  449. 

,  DO  similarity  to  a  head  connected  with  a  body,  449. 

.  mode  of  choosing  its  mayors,  617. 

,  shopkeeper.  289,  290. 

. ,  Pennant's  account  of,  hUS. 

**  London  Chronicle."  106.  164.  209.  248.  570.  679. 

•*  London  Magazine."  45. 

L.ondonerf,  209.  370. 

Long,  (North)  Dudley,  Esq.,  678. 681. 

Ix>ngitude,  99. 

Longiands,  Mr.,  241. 

I«onglPT.  John.  Esq.,  Recorder  of  Rochester,  657. 

,  Bishop,  6.'i7. 

lA>ngman,  the  Messrs.,  .Vi.    Thomas,  96. 

Lonsdale,  first  Earl  of,  30a 

Looking-glasses,  463. 

Lord's  Prayer,  704. 

Loudon,  third  and  fourth  Earls  of,  394.  497. 

,  Lady  Margaret  Dalrymple.  Countess  of.  322.  mi.  620. 

Loughborough,  Lord  (A.  Wedderburn.  Earl  of  ItiMslyii),  37. 
45.  lafi,  127.  131,  132. 425,  44«.  4.55.  47.'<.  494  717. 

— ,  uught  English  pronunciation  by  Sheridan,  132. 

,  his  talents  and  gre.it  good  lortune,  192. 

Louis  the  Fourtecntli.  146.  235.  279.  609. 

.  the  Fifteenth,  236.  461. 

.Philippe,  461. 

Lovat,  Simon,  twelfth  Lord.  5.5,  342.  403 

'— -,  verses  on  his  execution,  55. 

^— ,  his  inscription  to  the  memory  of  his  father,  344. 

Love,  129.  217.  450.  488.  561. 

Love,  Mr.,  233. 

"  Love  of  Fame,"  Young'*,  3.S7. 

-  Love  in  a  Hollow  Tree,"  680. 
"  Love  and  Madness."  720. 
Ix)veday,  Dr.  John.  264. 
Lovibond,  Edward,  Esq  ,  27. 
Low  coinpanv,  767.     I^w  life.  371. 
Lowe.  Rev,  Mr.,  8,  9. 

,  Mauritius,  605.  626.  6.'W.  705.  721.    LetJers  to,  709.  735. 

Lowth.  Bishop,  48.  185.  289.  303.  420.  44H.  506.  513.  727. 

Lowther,  Sir  James.  .100.    Family  of,  300. 

Lucan,  liowe's.  837. 

Lucan,  Lord  and  Lady.  610.  637.  644.  fi<6. 

Lucas,  Dr.  Charles.  104.     Dr.  Ricliard.  .166. 

I^ucian.  497.  665.    .More's  Traiiklatlon  uf,  836. 

Lumisden.  Andrew,  Esq  ,  466. 

Lunardi,  the  aeronaut,  784. 

Lusiad.  Mickle's  transiacion,  386.  744. 

.  Johnson's  intention  to  translate  the,  745. 

Luther.  337- 

Luton  Hoe.  Johnson  and  Bnswrll's  vi«it  to,  695. 
Luttcrel,  Colonel,  213.    Lady  Anne,  253. 
Luxury.  236  -251.  282.  389. 

.  outcry  against,  512.  571.  500.  694. 

I^dia.  Thomas.  60. 

I^.  Edward,  and  his  Saion  Dictionary,  177. 
Lyttelton,  George  Lord,  .^8.  %i.  88.  yn.  218.  234.  253.  258. 
313. 362.  424. 405.  484.  504.  558.  618.  672,  673. 


Lyttelton,  hlsLifeof  Henry  II..  185. 504.  His"  Dialogues  of  the 
'Dead,"  218.  »73.    His  extreme  anxiety  as  au  author,  5u4. 

,  Johnson's  life  of,  672.  K37. 

,  Thomas,  the  second  Lord.  424.  C50.    His  visions,  763. 

,  Lady,  442. 

,  Mr.,  224. 

,  Mr.  (Lord  Westcote)  and  Mits.  511. 


Macallan,  Eupham,  the  faaratic  woman.  275. 

Macartney,  George,  Earl  of,  124.  437.  501.  577  646.  6.VJ.  673. 

Mncaulay,  Thomas  Babington.  his  blundering  criticl»ms  on 

former  edition  ;  on  the  epigram  a.t  Laurain  paritnram, 

47.    On  the  omission  of  intiecent  expressions,  176.    On 

the  execution  of  Montrose,  367.   On  Priiico  Till,  461.     On 

e>qrM  ^Xm,  626.    One  of  his  siiggmtions  adopted.  484. 

.Kev.  Keiineth.hiiMccountofSt.Kiida.  191  229.3()l.4.'i7. 

,  Mrs.  Catharine,  78.  152.  167.  252.  442.  457.  509.  517. 

.•i-Vi. 
M'AuIay,  Rev.  John,  3-8.  390. 
Macbean,  Alexander,  39.  67.  246.  .502.  654.  684.  774. 
Macbeth,  54.  20.').  20&  3U0.  305.  627. 
"  Maccaroni,'.'  324. 

Maocaronic  verses,  etymology  of,  591. 
Macclesfield,  George,  Earl  of,  88. 
^— ,  Anne  Maron,  Countess  of,  the  reputed  mother  of 

Savage,  50,  51 .  53. 
Macconochie.  Mr.,  afterwards  Lord  Mradowbank,  566. 
Maccruslick,  Sandie  Macleod.  318.  322. 
Macdouald,  Sir  James,  LU.  231.  312.  313.  321.  331.  3.Vi.  3^. 

681. 
.  inscription  on  his  monument,  acd  letters  to  bis  mother, 

824. 
.  Sir  Alexander,  afterwards  Lord,  231.  236.  311.  312.  313, 

316.  321.  326.  3.'>4.  3.59.  3li0.  374.  396. 
— — ,  Latin  verses,  addressed  by  him  to  Dr.  Johnson  in  the 

Isle  of  Skie,  824. 

,  I.ady  Margaret.  326.  3.'>3.  VA.  027. 

.  MiM  Flora,  some  account  of,  322.  324.  325,  326.  331. 

353.409. 

,  Alexander,  of"  Kingsburgh,"  324.  333.  345.  352,353. 

,  Mi^or-general,  3.^5. 

,  Colonel  John.  324.  411. 

,  Mr.  Donald.  312.  327. 

,  .>ir  Archibald,  232.  431. 

,  Mrs.,  32.^. 

.  Colonel,  son  of  Flora,411. 

Macdonaids,  the,  3K3.  410. 

Macfarlaiie,  Mr.,  the  antiquary,  314. 

McFarquhar,  383. 

Macghie,  Ur.  William,  .58.  107. 147.  399. 

l^larglnnis,  Johnson's  guide,  382. 

McGregor,  Clan,  304.  383. 

Mac  Ian.  383. 

Mackcnxle,  Sir  George,  336. 

.  Henry.  Esq..  122.    His  novels,  359. 

.John.  327.  328. 

.  clan  of,  309. 

Maikinnon,  Mr.,  of  Corrichatachin  and  his  lady.  314,  31.5. 

329  3.53.  355. 
Mackinnon's  Cave.  380. 
Mackintosh,  Sir  James,  200.  230.  2•^3.  412.  433.  446.  505. 507. 

519.  .593.  7&>.  769. 

,  J,  watchmaker.  308. 

Macklin.  (Tharles,  the  actor,  131.  49.5. 

Macky.  450. 

Maclaiirin,   Colin.  49«.     His  epitaph,  279- 

,  John,  afterwards  Lord   Dregborn,  1-59.  278,  279.  401. 

4.M.  506. 
Maclean.  Alex.,  Laird  of  Col,  299.  379.    Alex.,  his  son,  469. 

,  Donald.    See  Col 

,  Sir  Allan.  .176.  3S4.  457.  527.  536. 

,  Rev.  Hector.  36:i. 

— — .  Dr.  Alexander,  his  ttekcripticmof  JohnsoD,372,  373.  383. 

,  Captain  I>aughUn,  362, 363.  366. 

,  Miss.  375. 

.  ofTorlolsk.433. 

,  I^iird  ot  Lochbuy,  383. 

,  Mr.,  of  Comcck.  3»».  369. 

,  Mr.,  nephew  to  I^rd  ol  iho  Isle  of  Muck.  341. 

M.«ck>ud,  General  John,  Laird  of,  299.  312.  317.  321.  333.  3.16. 

»4I. 
_— ,  Johnson's  letter  to,  356. 
-— ,  his  "  Memoirs  "  of  his  own  life.  331. 

.  I^y.  334,  335.  339.  340.  341.  336. 

.  some  account  of.  331. 

,  Miss,  of  Rasay.  322.  635. 

,  Sir  Roderick.  331,  335. 346. 

,  Rev.  Neal,  382,  383. 

,  Malcolm,  316.  324.  327.  329  331. 

— ,  Alexander,  or  Sandie.  317.  318.  323.  331.  334. 

,  Mr.,  of  Uhnish,  341,  Mb. 

,  Professor.  293.  V94.  350. 

,  Captiin,  a  Dutch  officer,  310. 

.  Colonel,  of  Talisker,  317,  318.  336.  350.  353. 

,  Doctor,  317.  321.  327,  328,  329. 
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Hacleod,  Mr.  Donald,  343.  354  358. 

,  Mrt..  daughter  of  Flora  Macdonald,  324. 

Macleod's  dining-table*,  345. 

—  maidens,  345. 
MaclonUh,  367. 
Madure,  Captain,  375. 
Macneil,  of  Barra,  342. 
MacDicol,  Dr.  Donald,  5.  433. 

Macpherson,  James,  134.  294.  346,  347.  399.  428,  429,  430,  431. 

433,  434.  Johnson's  leUer  to,  430. 
,Dr.  John,  his  "Scottish  AotiquiUea,"  301.  315.  333. 

Latin  Ode  flrom  Barra,  356. 

,  Rev.  Martin,  315.  355,  356. 

.  William,  of  Cambridge.  300, 301. 302.  3ia  314.  3i8.  341 . 

Macquarrle.  of  UWa.  375.  380.  363.  527.  536.  538. 

McQueen,  Lachlan,  308. 

Macqueen,  Rev.  Donald.  312. 316.  318.  324. 337,  338.  340,  341. 

350.  352.  353.  459. 

,  the  innkeeper,  307, 306. 

Macra.  Mr.  John,  340. 

Macraes,  clan  of,  309, 310.  340. 

Macswerne,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  364.  370. 

"  Mac  Swine's  gun,"  364. 

Macswinney.  Owen.  516. 

Madden.    Dr.  Samuel,  86.  107.  303.  437.     His  "  Boulter's 

Monument,"  107. 
Madness.  5.  135.  336  553.  664. 
,  Johnson's  mental  disorder  so  called  by  himself,  14. 

336.  832. 
Magicians.  627. 

Magistrates,  interference  between  parents  and  children,  261 
"  Mahogany."  a  liquor  so  called.  680. 
Mahomet.  60. 
Maiden  assiie,  583. 
MaltUnd.  Mr.,  57. 
«' Malagrida."  643.716. 
Malet  da  Pan,  452. 
Mallet,  David,  71.  88.  110.  139.  219  232.  257.  321.  5.'i9.  628. 

635.    AUas  "  Malloch,"  730. 

,  his  tragedy  of  "  Klvlra,"  139.  "  Life  of  Bacon,"  559. 

,  his  poem  on  repairing  the  UniTersity  of  Aberdeen,  730. 

.Mrs.,  88. 

Malmesbury.Earlof,  254. 

Malone,  Edmond,  8, 9. 15.  16,  20.  27.  47.  49.  68.  75.  81.  82.  86. 

121.  169. 240.  249.  272.  489.  492. 512.  536.  605.  631.  653.  670, 

671.  778.821.   Johnson's  letter  to,  701. 
Malthe,  Chevalier  de,  298. 
Man,  447.     Not  a  machine.  301 . 
— — ,  a  cooking  animal,  273.    A  tool-making  animal,  578. 

.  picture  of,  by  Shakspeare  and  Milton.  678. 

,  difference  between  a  well  and  ill-bred,  769. 

—  of  fashion,  714. 

•«  Man  of  Feeling."  "  Man  of  the  World."   See  Mackensie. 
Mandeville,  doctrine  of"  private  vices  public  benefiu,"  591. 

,  Sir  John,  "  Travels  in  China,"  commended,  841. 

Manley,  Mrs..  723. 

Manners.  511.  663.    Of  the  great,  616.    Change  of,  282. 

Manning,  Rev.  Owen,  177. 

-^,  Mr.,  the  compositor,  770. 

Manningham.  Dr..  52.  548. 

Mansfield.  Lord,  37.  97.  232.  241.  244.  254.  272.  2iM.  402.  437. 

442.  494.  622.  565,  885.  648.  670.  717. 
Mant,  Dr.,  158. 

Mantuanus,  Johannes  Baptista,  718. 
Manucci,  Count,  460.  623. 
Manufactures,  Johnson's  knowledge  of,  348. 
Mapletuft,  Dr.  John,  210. 
Mar,  Earl  of.  342. 

Marana,  J.  P.,  author  of  the  **  Turkish  Spy,"  723. 
Marchetti,  an  Italian  physician,  841. 
Marchmont,  Hugh,  fourth  Earl  of,  233. 612,  613. 630.  612.  670. 

-,  Johnson's  interview  with,  630. 

Marcus,  Flnminius,  76. 

Marechal.  Lord,  331. 

Maria  (Aston),  epigram  on.  40. 611. 

Louisa,  344. 

Markham,  Dr.,  274.  723. 
Markland,  Jeremiah.  711. 
.  J. H. Esq. .notes  communicated  by,  596.  &■».  709.  711. 

717.  719. 720.  729.  755.  758.  762.  765.  767.  784. 789.  823.  841, 

842. 
Marlay,  Bishop  of  Waterford,  529.  678. 
Mariborough.  John.  Duke  of.  35.  260.  321.  370.  420.  485.  513. 

628. 

,  Sarah,  Duchess  of,  46. 321.  680. 

— ,  her  '*  Apology  "  written  by  Hooke,  321 . 

Marmor  Noriolciense,  40. 

Marriage,  117.129.  192.201.209.  212.219.  834.  337.  341.  440. 

487.  488.  403.  495.  637.  761.    BosweU's  song  on,  212. 
,  legitimation  by  subsequent,  487.    Disgraceful  state  of 

the  law  respecting.  487. 
^—  with  inferiors,  440.  With  a  public  singer,  453. 

service,  212. 

bill,  royal,  229. 

ties.  502.  529. 

late,  219.    Mercenary.  192.    Second,  201. 

Marshall's  "  Minutes  of  Agriculture,"  601. 


Marsigli.  Dr..  126.  632. 

Martial.  Johnson's  fondness  for,  16.  3ft. 

— — ,  translation  of,  Elphinston's,  65.  A83     RayVl 

Martin's  "  Account  of  the  HebrUtoa,*'  153.  S67.  tt3. 

"  ReliquUe  Din' Afidre^,"  aSS. 

Martinelli,  V.  252.  858.  803.     "  Irtor^  dr/MAOtem 
Martyrdom.  261.  263. 
Mary  Magdalene.  656. 

Queen  of  ScoU.  119.  376.  410.  4SS. 

.  inscription  for  a  print  of,  410.  413.  414.  41fl. 

Mason.  William,  2. 149. 834. 326. 504.  HU  "  RUHda"! 

ractacus,"  442.    His  prosecution  of  Mr.  Misrnnr.  f 

seller,  595.    His  share  in  the  **  Heroic  EpiUle,** 
Masquerades,  246. 
Mass.  210. 
MassiUon,  292.  372. 

Massinger.  his  play  of  "  The  Ficiare,"  637. 
Masters,  Mary,  78.  743. 
Malhias,  Mr.,  214. 
Matrimonial  infidelities.  502. 

" Thought ! "  a  song,  by  Bos  well,  Sll. 

Mattalre,  Johnson's  opinion  of.  655.     His  aceoa 

*'  Stephani ; "  "  Senilia ;  "  "  Book  of  the  Diakd 
Maty,  Dr.  Matthew.  45.  93.  530.      Gibbon's 

"  Biblioth^ue  Britannlque,"  93. 
Maupertuis.  192. 
Mawbey,  Sir  Joseph.  197. 

Maxwell.  Dr.  William,  his  anecdotes  of  Johnsoa  ] 
Mayer,  Dr..  260. 
Mayne,  William,  Esq..  637. 
Mayo,  Rev.  Dr.,  260.261,  263.  fiOl. 
Mayors,  selection  of.  617. 
Mead.  Dr,  48.  551.  617. 

,  dedication  to,  of  "  James's  Medldnal  rfctntMt 

Meadowt>ank,  Lord,  666. 

Meals,  suted,  599. 

Medal  given  to  Home  by  Sheridan.  437. 

Medicated  baths,  208. 

Meditation  on  a  podding,  387. 

Mediterranean,  the,  5(i5. 

Meeke.  Rev.  Mr..  89. 90. 

Melancholy.  7.  15.  28.  91. 152.  188.  336.  482  496.  SO. 

640.643.661.737.831.  * 

-— ,  Johnson's  remedy  agminst,  153.  483. 496.  SfiS.  fi 

,  Johnson  projects  a  history  of  his.  189. 

Melancthou,  BosweU's  letter  from  the  tomb  of  588, 

Melcombe,  George  Bubb  Dodington.  Ixird.  65*  68. 

Melmoth,  William,  Esq.,  645.     His  **  Letters  **  qeol 

Member  of  Parliament,  duty  on  election  commttiM 

Mcmis,  Dr.,  428.  43a  454.  625.  527. 

Memory.  6.  821.  266.  285.  892.  5l>Q.  636.  658.  685.  881 

"  Menagiana."  259.  468.  605.  612.  718. 

Mental  diseases,  how  to  be  treated,  153.  483 

Mensies,  Mr.,  of  Culdares.  402. 

Merchants.  139.  170.  378.    Bnlarsed  TJewa  of  oar  er 

MercAeta  Mui,erum,376.  «  «»ur  gr 

Ml.   !■  •      I     l.itH  de  rafts,  *bi. 

^fi    1  .  iL,  l&k    Men  of,  not  neclec^ed.  715. 

Mri.i^.lr, -,.,,1  (.iilor.TiO. 

Pll.'I'.LjlkV-JI  -.    iKi. 

;*Iir...i!;,  n.j]t|*,  Eiq,pa2L710.753, 

Mi.'iriMi'].  iiavEKitiiges  of,  5^. 

Methodism,  216. 

MmUnd  i»l».  2V  fi.  ?l  R .  SI  a,  401 .  437.     When  so  csdled, 

.  Kr'v.  Jcurph  Milnpr'i  defence  o^  156. 

Muk\r,  WUILitn  Jtiliii^  2i\.  248.  346.  sSs.  387.  506. 

— ,  fii<  "  I  .miadr  6«6.  ?44. 

Microscopes,  186. 

Micyllus,  Jacobus,  416. 

Middle  sUte,  doctrine  of  a.  77.  8K9. 

rank,  in  France,  want  of.  462.  466. 

Middlesex  election,  213.  637. 

Middleton,  Lady  Diana,  295. 

Midgoley.  Dr.  Samuel,  723. 

"  Midnight  Conversation,"  Hogarth*s,  614. 

Miffration  of  birds,  260. 

Military  character,  respect  p^  to,  208.  497. 

Miller,  Andrew,  the  bookseller,  anecdotes  of  56  M. ' 

,  Ladr,  her  vase  at  Bath-Easton,  443. 

,  Sir  John,  443.  515. 

^—,  Professor  John,  393. 
-^,  CapUin  and  Mrs..  442. 

,  Philip,  his  "  Gardener's  Dicti<»arT.**  388 

Milman,  Mr..  445. 

Milner,  Rev.  Joseph,  his  defence  of  the  Methodists. ' 

,  Dr.  Isaac,  I5«i.  ~~— — , 

Milton,  2.  58.  69.  72.  858.  858.  ISd.  385.  430.  468    6 

636.660.667.675.678.765.771. 

,  his  *'  Tractate  on  Education,'*  618. 

,  his  picture  of  man,  678. 

,  Lauder's  forgery  against.  73. 

—— ,  "  The  Apotheosis  of,"  not  written  by  Jolmsoa 

,  his  granddaughter,  Johnson's  prolovne  for  71 

,  Johnson's  Life  of,  667.  * 

,  Johnson  abhors  his  politics,  but  just  to  Ua 

merit,  72.  358. 


Index.] 


BOSWELUS  LIFE  OF  JOHNSON. 


-865 

-^^ — 


Milton,  Jofaoton'i  uyinfr  respecting.  76S. 

'* J  Mr.  JobD,"  thus  Indexed  by  Flexman,  771. 

•— ,  Lord,  S27. 

Mimicry.  330. 

Mind.  Ml.  S8I.  609.    Mananement  of  the.  483. 

,  Cardan's  mode  of  composing  his,  SA3. 

,  influence  of  the  weather  on  the.  111. 

Mlnto.  Lord,  233. 

Miracles.  15S.  6.^7. 

*•  Mirror,"  the,  797. 

Miseries  of  human  life,  447. 

Misers,  300.  374.  605. 

Misery,  balance  of.  764.  819. 

Misfortunes,  664. 

Missionaries.  401. 

Mistresses,  128. 

Mitchell  dun«  Johnson  for  2/..  77. 

Mitford's  edition  of  Gray,  149. 

Mitre  Uvem  meetings.  136.  142. 144.  146.  174.  175.  200.  207. 

231.  2*9.  4.M.  M7. 
'*  Modem  Cbaiactert  from  Sbakspearc,"  581. 
Modesty,  616. 
Moira.  Eari  of.  322. 
Moiidre.l5.  ISO  372.438. 
Moltier,  or  Micyllus,  Jacobus,  416. 
Monarchy,  A09. 
Monasteries.  123  175.  283. 
Monboddo,  James  Burnet,  Lord,  and  his  writings,  200.  227. 

242.  264.  277.  286,  287,  288.  29U.  299.  379.  396.  402^  4A9.  5^. 

too,  »2.  ft66. 615.  G95.  754.    Johnson's  visit  to,  288 

,  his  remarks  on  Johnson's  style,  552. 

Money.  283.  584.    A  stimulus  to  exertion,  171.    Adrantages 

of,  V99.    Borrowers,  706,  707.    Getting,  438.  627. 
——  lending,  the  surest  way  of  acquiring  Influence,  235. 300. 
Monks,  460. 

Munkton,  Hon.  Mary,  Countess  of  Cork,  645.  647. 
— ,  Boswell's  verses  to,  690.    Her  teller  tu  the  editor,  646. 
Moonojre,  Bf.  de  la,  605. 
Monro,  Dr.,  749. 
Montagu,  Lady  Mary  Wortley,  Pope's  lines  on,  901. 

,  Mrs.,  anecdotes  and  mention  of,  74.  90.  118.  164.  194. 

204,  205,  206.  220.  347.  348.  410.  4V8.  470.  501.  .^09.  577.  619. 

625.  644.  647.  651.  675.  678.  739,  740.  75.V  834.  837. 

,  Johnson's  letters  to,  118. 410.  470.  569,  570.  739. 

^— ,  Johnson's  admiration  of,  IIH.  754. 

.  "  Letters."  118.  "  Essay  on  Shakspeare,"  204.  347. 

,  resenu  J.'s  "  Life  of  Lord  Lyttelton,"  2«5.  (i7V  678. 

— ^,  Mr.  F.'s  motion  to  repeat  observance  of  30th  of  Jan.,  229. 
Moatrsquieu.  334     His  "  LfUrct  PertaHnes,"  594. 
Montgomery.  Coionel,  313. 

.  Chief  Baron,  272. 

Monthly  Review,  lH6.  504.  508. 

Montrose,  286.  287. 

'—,  second  Duke  of,   shoots  a   highwayman,  576. 

.  James,  third  Duke  of.  627.  689. 

^— ,  first  Marquis  of.  367. 

Monuments,  2-Vi.    Inacc«>racy  of  inscriptions,  622. 

Moody,  Mr  .  the  actor,  443.  444. 

Moor,  Dr.,  »«. 

Moore,  Thomas.  132.  166.  251 .    His  "  Life  of  Lord  Byron  " 

quot-d.  439.  504.    His  "  Irish  Melodies."  252. 
Morality.  44 «.  616. 

Morhid  milaiuhuty,  7.  91    336.  821.    See  Melancholy. 

More.  S<r  Thnnas.  416. 

,  .Miss   Hannah.  \fi9.  434.  468.  480,  481.  510.  582.  .^94. 

620.  646.  6H5,  686.  687.  7(i6.  708.  731.  755.  765.  803.  806. 

— — ,  her  flattery  of  Johnson,  594. 

~^,  Dr.  Henry,  the  PUtaiilst.  233.  366. 

Korie.  or  Roderick,  334.  340. 

Morell.  Dr.  Thomas,  386. 

Moreri's  Dictionary,  372. 

Morgann.  Maurice,  his  "  Essay  on  FalstafT,"  721. 

Morris.  Corbyn,  his  "  Essay  on  Wit,"  688. 

.  MUs,  807.  846. 

Mortimer,  Mr..  483. 

Mosaic  account  of  the  Creation,  124. 

Moss,  Dr.,  44S.  678. 

Motto  on  Johnson's  watch,  193.     For  Banks's  goat,  226. 

Mounser.  Dr.,  extraordinary  character  and  will.  194. 

Mount  Kdgecumbc.  296. 

Mountstuart,  Lord,  afterwards  Marquis  of  Bute,  179.  180. 
47H.  494.  524.  639.  605.  726.  732. 

"  Mourning  Bride."  Congreve's,  203,  204. 

Muck.  Me  of.  341. 

Mudge.  Rev.  ZMchariah,  127,  128.    Johnson's  character  of, 
679..  and  of  his  "  Sermons,"  686. 

— ,  Dr.  John,  127.    Johnson's  letter  to,  739. 
,  ThomMs,  the  eniinent  watchmaker,  1 28. 

and  Duttnn,  192. 

Muldarth.  or  Muidart.  364. 

Mulgrave,  Consiantine  Plilpps,  Lord,  497. 

Mull.  Isle  of,  373.  375.  383. 

Muller.  Mr.,  the  engineer,  119. 

Mulso,  He-ter.  afterwards  Mrs.  Cbapone,  63.  644.  743. 

Muiitmies,  ^5. 

Munros.  the,  309. 

Murchlson,  Mr.,311. 


Murder,  prescription  of.  S70.  29L 

Murdoch,  Dr.,  033. 

Murillo.  50. 

Murison,  Professor,  284. 

Murphy,  Arthur,  Esq.,  9.  81.  35.  45.  59.  61.  68.  71.  79.  88. 
100.  104.  109,  no.  nS,  lU.  laO.  126.  168.  170.  191.  309.  218, 
219.  314.  433.  436.  447.  468.  508.  507.  573.  fi90.  736.  746. 

— »  bis  "  PoeUcal  Epistle"  quoted.  120. 

— — ,  unacknowledged  use  of  Boileati,  130. 

— ~,  acquaintance  with  Johnson,  ISO. 

Murray,  Lord  George,  Chief  of  the  Fretander's  staff,  410. 
455. 

,  the  Regent,  300. 

,  William,  Attorney-General,  97.  His  opinion  respecting 

Johnson's  definition  of  the  word  "excise,''  97.  See  Mans- 
field, Loid. 

,  Mr.,  afterwards  Lord  Henderland.  379.  498. 

— .  Mr.  John,  the  bookseller,  the  grandfather  of  the  pub- 
lisher of  this  work.  415.  504.  595.  Prosecution  oi,  by 
Mason.  595.     Hit  letter  to  Mason,  595. 

,  Mr.  John,  Jun.,  his  account  of  the  various  portraits  of 

Dr.  Johnson,  808. 

"  Muses'  welcome  to  King  James,"  £12, 

Musgrave,  Sir  Richard,  770. 

,  Dr.  Samuel,  603. 

Music.  265.  561.  5n. 

^— ,  the  only  sensual  pleasure  without  vice.  661. 

-^,  in  heaven,  43.  234. 

.  Johnson's  insensibility  to,  123.  373.  470.  832. 

,  Johnson's  wish  to  learn,  366. 

Musk,  used  medicinally  by  Johnson,  620. 

Mycyllus.    Sec  Moltser. 

Myddleton,  Mr.,  erects  an  nm  to  Johnson.  423. 

My  Ine.  Robert,  the  architect,  119. 

Bfystery,571.  605. 

Mythology,  659. 


Naime,  William,  Lord  Dunsinane.  375.  380.  288.  403.  507. 

,  Colonel,  285.  286. 

Nash,  Dr.,  his  "  History  of  Worcestershire,"  587.  763. 

,  "  Beau,"  36.  48.  760. 

Nationad  Debt,  Johnson's  notion  respcctioc  it,  319. 

faith,  661. 

Native  pi  ce,  love  of,  renewed  in  old  age.  704. 

••  Natural  History,"  Goldsmith's.  240.  258.  5i0. 

Necessitt ,  doctrine  of,  773. 

Negro,  Johnson's  argument  in  favour  of  our  claiming  his 

liberty.  527.  562.  566. 
Nelson,  Robert,  his  "  Festivals  and  Fasts,*'  487. 
Neni,  Count,  505. 
Nervous  altection.  Johnson's.  41. 
"  Network."  Johnson's  definition  of.  97. 
Newberry,  Mr.,  bookseller,  74.  79.  103.  148. 
Newborough.  Lord,  423. 
Newcastle,  Duchess  of.  83.     Duke  of.  99.  495. 
Newhaven,  Will  am  Mayne,  Lord,  637. 
Newmarsh,  Captain,  307. 
NewspaiMTS,  236.  663. 
.  New  I'ettament,  393.  596. 
I  Newton.  Sir  Isaac,  155.  363.  661.  698.  731. 
i  — i— .  Johnson's  praise  of.  218.  274. 

,  Lord  Kings  "Llie"  of.  15.5. 

'  ,  Dr.  I'ltomas.  B.sHop  of  Bristol,  8.  72.  448. 

I  _— ,  hi«  character  of  Johnson,  and  Johnson's  of  him,  759. 
. Mr.,  of  Lichfield,  visit  to,  415. 

Nic-ltols.  Dr.  Kr«iik,  448.    "  De  Animi  Medici,"  549. 

.  Mr  John.  23.  665.  667.  67*.  7H9. 

,  J<ihiison  snotrs  aud  letters  to.  666.  7H9.  794.  823. 

.  his  anecdotes.  789.    Johnson's  character  of  them,  711. 

A  storehouse  of  facts  and  dates,  789. 

NIcol    Mr.  George,  745.    Juhn»on's  letter  to,  787. 

,  Joannes,  292. 

Nicolai  (Beriin  Umkseller),  229. 

Night-cans,  357.  371. 

"  Night  Tnouifhu."  Young's,  207   3-57.  673. 

Nlsbet,ofDirleton.  335.    Ills  "Doubts,"  563. 

'  No.  Sir,"  how  u>ed  by  Johnson.  768. 

Nobility.  139.  152.  219.  '.<%.  616.  691. 

,  usurpation  of  the.  744. 

•*  Noble  authors."  Park's  edition  of,  117. 

Noble   the  Kev.  Mark.  3A2. 

Nollekens,  his  bu»t  of  Johnson.  565.    Mrs.,  568. 

"  Svminis  umbra  "  expi«lue<i.  8J8. 

•*  Nonjuror,"  Cibber's  play  of  the,  437. 

Nonjurors.  437.  7N9. 

Nores,  Jason  de,  his  comments  on  Horace,  483. 
,  Norns.  Thumaf,  367. 
!  North.  Dudley,  Ksq.    See  Long. 

Frederick,  Lord,  222,  223.  227.  229.  357.  406.  436.  441. 

463.  ."MM   5.S8  7U5. 

,  his  letter  to  Oxford  for  Johnson's  degree,  441. 

Northampton,  Lady,  transition  of  Erse  song,  364. 

Northcute.  the  painter,  73.  128.  203. 

NorthumberUiid,  Duke  and  Duchess  of,  220.  443.  587. 

North  Pole,  Johnson's  conjectures  respecting,  344. 

Norton,  Sir  Fletcher.  305. 493. 
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"  Note  of  the  Miod,"  BagacUy  the,  775. 

"  NoUnda,"  Addison's,  63. 

"  Nourjahad,"  Mrs.  Sheridan's,  121. 

Kourso.  Mr.,  the  bookseller,  49B. 

Novels,  218. 

Novelty,  the  paper  on,  in  the  "  Spectator,"  505. 

and  truth  seldom  combined,  ISO.  625. 

Novell,  Rev.  Dr.,  229.  762. 
— — ,  his  sermon  before  the  Commons,  229. 
"  Nvgte  Antiqtue,"  Haringtoii's,  717. 
Nugent,  Robert,  Earl.  222. 

,  Dr.,  163.  164.  259. 

"  NuUutu  uutnen  abfst,'^  &c.,  717. 
Numbers,  science  of,  480. 
Nundcomar,  500. 
Nuremberg  Chronicle,  424. 


OAth  of  abjuration,  tmast  of  Its  framer.  437. 

,  impolicy  and  inefflcacy  of  such  tests,  4.17. 

Oaths,  252.  400.  507.    Morality  of  taking.  4.V. 

•*  Oats,"  Johnson's  definition  of,  97.  399.  489.  588.  711 

Obetllence.  595. 

O'Brien,  Lady  Susan.  440. 

Observance  of  days  and  months,  487. 

"  Observer,"  Cumberland's,  675. 

Occupation.  5!M. 

Occupations,  hereditary.  302. 

O'Cunnell,  the  Queen  versus,  613. 

O'Connor,  Charleii,  Esq.,  account  of,  and  Johnson's  letters 
to.  108.531. 

Ode.  Latin,  "  Ad  OnuUissimam  PueiJam,"  47. 

— ,  to  Friendship,  by  Johnson,  48. 

,  Latin,  "  Ad  Urbanum"  31. 

,  translation  of.  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Canterbury,  82. 

,  Latin,  upon  the  Isle  of  Skie,3l3. 

,  Latin,  to  Mrs.  Thralc,  314. 

,  in  Theatro,  222. 

,  Latin,  on  Inchkenneth,  378. 

,  Dr.  McPherson's  Latin.  356. 

on  St.  Cecilia's  Day,  143. 

on  the  peace.  Miss  H.  M.  Williams's,  757. 

Odes,  Gray's,  442. 

Odyssey,  6*7.  67a  731.  837. 

Ofellus,  on  the  '*  Art  of  Living  in  London,"  28. 

OfTely.  Mr.,  a  pupil  of  Johnson,  25. 

Officers,  military,  their  ignorance,  403. 

.  respect  paid  to,  497.  585. 

Ogdcn.  Dr.  Samuel,  362.  694.    Hi*  Sermons  on  Prayer,  272. 
275.  285.  292.  377.  386.  579.  694. 

Ogilvic.  Dr.  John,  his  "  Day  of  Judgment,"  143, 144. 

Oglethorpe,  General,  35.  42.  239.  240,  241.  447.  512.  590.  714. 

"  O'llara,  yoii  are  welcome,"  355. 
O*  0/Xm,  si  ^iXt,  64.  593.  629. 

O'Kane,  the  Irish  harper,  374. 

O'Keefe's,  "  Highland  Reel,"  380. 

Old  age,  559.  581.  610.  013.  661.  718.  755. 
— — ,  one  word  to  express,  613. 

Old  Bailey  dinners,  610.  ' 

outfield.  Dr.,  story  of.  513. 

Oldham's  imitation  of  Juvenal,  33. 

"  Old  Man's  Wish,"  a  song,  060. 

Old  Men.  folly  of  putting  themselves  tonurae,  494. 

Oldmixon,  John,  97. 

Old  Street  Oiib.  720.  752. 

Oldys.  William  4a    His  part  In  Harleian  Misceh,  63. 

Oliver,  Dame,  Johnson^s  schoolmistress,  7. 

Oraai,  497. 

O'Moore,  Colonel,  anecdote  of  Goldsmith,  141. 

Onslow.  iSpeaker,  58. 

Opera  girls.  714.- 

Opie,  John,  his  picture  of  Johnson,  777. 

Opium.  Johnson's  use  of,  714. 

Opposition,  the,  687. 

Orange  peels,  use  of  bv  Johnson,  440. 

Orator,  Johnson's  qualifications  as  an,  223.  348. 

Oratory,  249.  443.  688.  726.  732. 

Orchards,  220.  7515. 

Ord.  Mrs.  (Anne  Dillingham),  501.  644,  64.5.  649. 

Orde,  Lord  Chief  Baron,  272.  277. 

Orford,  Horace,  Rarl  of,  559  768.    See  Walpole. 

,  Robert,  Earl  of,  his  picturea,  775. 

Organ,  442. 

"  Oriental  Gardening,"  Sir  W.  Chambers's,  325. 

Orlgmofevil,.392. 

Original  sin,  694. 

'Orlando  Furioso,  91. 

Orme,  Mr.,  opinion  of  the  "Journey,"  406. 481.  Of  J.,  691. 

" ,  Captain,  683. 

Ormond.  Duke  of,  309.  367. 
Orrery.  Karlg  of.  345. 

1 ,  John,  fifth  Enrl  of,   57.  78,  79.  98.  117.  345.  579.  602. 

,  his  letter  on  the  specimen  of  the  Dictionary.  57. 

Ortons  "  Life  of  Doddridge,"  357. 

Oibome,  Mr.  Francis,  his  works.  243. 

.  Thomas,  the  bookseller,  41.  46.  48.  613. 


Osbomes,  the,  170.  243. 

Ossian's  poems,  their  merit*  and  authenticity 

219.  'i77.  317.  321.  334.  341.  346.  347.  SltO.  43 

434.  437.  446.  510.  701.  718.  74.'i. 
Otaheite.  inhabitants  of,  610. 
"  Othello,"  morality  of  the  tragedy  of,  607. 
O'Toole,  Arthur,  471. 
Otway.  Thomas,  72.    His  pftthettc  powers,  ^ 

.  Master,  248 

Oughton,  Sir  Adolphus,  277.  309.  401. 

Ouran.outang,  277. 

Overbury,  Sir  Thomas,  201 . 

"  Overburv,  Sir  Thoroa*,"  a  tragedy,  by  Sa»i 

Ovcrell,  Bishop,  on  a  fii'ttire  state,  380. 

Ovid,  240.  258.  280.     Fasti  praised,  837,  83a. 

Oxford,  Earl  of,  his  library,  46. 

.— -,  University,  advantages  of,  191. 

,  Johnson's  attachment  to,  759. 

—— ,  expulsion  of  studeats  from,  241 . 


Paean  rnvthologr,  6.'<9. 

Pains  of  human  life,  447. 

Painters,  reputation  of,  508.     Styles  c^  diflferpi 

Painting,  481 .  490.  770.    Johnson's  inseosibUi 

Palaces,  462. 

Paiey,  Dr.,  on  submission  to  gov 

— — .  his  defence  of  revelation,  332. 

Palmer,  Rev.  John,  his  "  Answer'^  to  PricMli 

■i— ,  Rev.  Thomas  Fyscbe,  G&b. 

,  MiM,  24. 

••  Pttlmermo  d" IngkHterrar  9.  494. 

Palmerstou,  Henry  Temple,  second  Viscoimt 

Palsy,  Johnson's  attack  of,  734,  735. 

Pamphlet.  603. 

Pamphlets,  Johnson's,  196.  213.  221.  425.  435. 

Panckoucke.  92. 

Panegyric,  546. 

Pantheon,  in  Oxford  Street,  336. 

Panting,  Dr.  Matthew,  17. 

Paoli,  General,  32.  185.  189 

265.  422.  6;05.  546.  60&  621 
Papier  mache.  425. 
Papists,  209.  760. 

Paradise,  John,  Esq.,  14.  441.  629.  649.  704.  73 
Parental  authority,  625. 
Parenthesis,  Johnson's  objection  to,  720. 
Paris,  sUte  of  society  in,  581. 

,  Johnson's  visit  to,  4.'59. 

Parish  clerk,  his  necessary  qualifications.  69&. 

Park,  117.354.461. 

Parker,  Chief  Baron,  8. 

,  Rev.  Mr.,  anecdotes  of  Johnson,  8K. 

his  tea-pot,  105. 

,  Mr.  Sackville,  the  Oxford  bookseller,  76 

,  John,  Esq.,  of  Brownsholme,  416. 

Parkhurst,  Rev.  Mr.,  curious  letter  fron  Dr.  1 
Parliament,  281.  449.  563.  574.  !>9\.  637.  esS.  73 

,  the  use  of,  449.    Duration  of,  200. 

,  speakers  in,  732. 

—,  duty  of  a  member  of,  678. 
— ,  corruption  of,  216.  5(3. 

,  attempt  to  get  Johnson  Into.  222.  223. 

Parliaments,  trioanial,  advocated  by  Johnson. 
Parliamentary  debates,  Johnson's,  32.  38.  44,  • 
-—  influence,  281. 
Parnell.  Dr.,  417.  671.  800.     Johnson's  Ufe  o 

son's  epitaph  on,  672. 

,  a  disputed  passage  in  his  "Hermit.**  669.  i 

,  his  habit  of  drinking,  546. 

Parodies  of  Dr.  Johnson,  796,  796. 

Parr,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel.  121.  669.  788.  808. 

,  Johnson's  opinion  of  his  conrersation,  £St 

— ,  recommended  bv  J.  to  Norwich 

His  description  of  >Ir 


199.  202.  203.  D 
630.  638.  687. 


rs.  Sheridan.  121. 

,  his  epitaph  on  Johnson,  808»  809. 

Parson,  the  lire  of  n,  598. 

Party,  necessity  of  adhering  to,  274. 

Pascal,  Pnuies  de,  626. 

Passion  Week,  dining  out  in,  683.  833. 

Passions,  the  purging  of  the.  606. 

"  Pastern,"  Johnson^s  definition  of,  97, 128. 

Patcnce.  Mr..  208. 

Paternity,  684. 

Pater  Noster,  353. 

Paterson.  Mr.  Samuel,  838.,  and  his  son,  523.  7.M 

"  Paterson  and  others  against  Alexander,"  4A& 

Patrick,  Bishop.  210.  513. 

"  Patriot,"  a  political  pamphlet  by  Johnson,  126. 

Patriotism.  "  the  last  refuge  of  a  scoundrel."  44 

Patriots,  self-styled,  683. 

"  Patron,"  the,  87. 

Patronage.  282.  716. 

,  lay.  Johnson's  argument  for,  889.  815. 

Patten.  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  699.  711. 
Paul,  Sir  George  Oncsiphorus,  376. 
,  Father,  32.  39.  163. 
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Paul,  Mr.  Lewis,  Johnson's  letters  to,  43, 44. 100, 101, 102, 103. 

Payne,  W.,  preface  to  his  work  on  *'  Draughts,"  IOC. 

.  Mr.  John,  5a  63.  78,  70.  746. 

Pearce.  Bishop,  d7.  4H3.  A3I.  Johnson's  dedication  of  hia 
posthumous  works,  631.  Curious  anecdote  of,  531.  Sup. 
plied  Johnson  with  etymolofiies,  97. 

Pearson,  Rer.  Mr.,  492.  623.  736. 

,  Mrs.,  of  Lichfield,  62.  163.  493.  568. 

— ,  Rev.  Dr..  13.5. 

Pecuniary  emlMirrassment,  e»II  of,  709. 

— — ,  mbtire  to  writing,  41.  106w 

Peel,  Riffht  Honourable  Koliert.  487. 

Peers,  House  of,  296.    Judicial  powers  of  the,  613. 

— ,  lufluence  of,  in  the  House  ot  Commons,  281. 

Peers  of  Scotland,  interference  in  elections,  744. 

Feeler.  Mary,  52. 

Peiresc,  lamented  in  forty  languages.  454. 

Pelham,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  Ciarrick's  ode  on,  88. 

Pelisson,  22. 

Pellc,  Mrs.,  Johnson's  charity  to,  757. 

Pellet,  Dr.,  615. 

Pembroke,  Lord,  306.  439.    Johnson's  "bow-wow  way,"  269. 

Penance  in  church,  334.    Jolinson's  filial,  791. 

Penitence,  gloomy,  madneut  turned  upside  do«n,  503. 

Penmaeii  Mawr,  421. 

Penn,  Governor  Richard,  651 . 

Pennant,  Mr.,  314.  339.  446.  536.  His  tour  in  Scotland,  303. 
587.  588.  His  merit  as  a  soologist ;  bis  "  London :"  hU 
character  of  Johnson,  588. 

Pennington,  Colonel,  304. 

.  Rev.  Mr.'s  Life  of  Mrs.  Carter,  34. 

Pension,  Johnson's  definition  of,  97.    Johnson's  own.  126. 

127.  147.  227.  436.  663.  691. 
,  application  for  an  increase  of,  772.  781. 

Pensioners,  Johnson's,  669,  570.  620. 

Pepys,  William  Waller,  Lsq.,  255.  644.  646,  647,  649.  681. 

,  Sir  Lucas.  2221 

's  diary,  376. 

Perceval,  Lady  Catherine,  423. 

Percy,  Dr.,  afterwards  Bisiiop,  9, 10. 17.  24.  26.  41.  58,  59. 
164.   166.  171.    194,   195.  222.  349.  S98.  351.  445.  456.  486. 
547.  586.  !»9.  601.  603.  620.  641.  643.  652.  686. 
— — ,  Boswell's  letter  to,  6«9.    Squabble  with  J.,  587.    Heir 
male  of  the  ancient  Percies,  687.    J.'s  character  of.  689. 

,  Mrs.,  166.  187. 

Reliques.  346.  446. 

Perelle's  landsca|>es,  123. 

"  Peregrinlty,"  305. 

Perfection,  to  be  aimed  at,  776. 

Perkins,  Mr.,  and  letters  to,  426.  6H0,  081.  692.  708.  747.  786. 

Perreaus,  execution  of  the,  481  544. 

Perseus  and  Andromeda,  320. 

Peruvian  bark,  763. 

Peter  the  Great,  349. 

Peterborough,  Earl  of,  670.  774. 

Peters,  Mr,  493. 

PeUtions,  facility  of  geUing  them  up,  205. 

Petrarch.  12.32. 

Petty,  Sir  William.  656. 

Peyton,  Mr.,  Johnson's  amanuensis.  57,  58.  230, 231.  243.  457 

Pheasant,  Mrs.,  52. 

Philips,  the  musician,  Johnson's  epitaph  on,  43. 

,  Ambrose,  56.  288.    His  "  Cyder,''  a  poem,  288. 

.Lady,  74.  /      .       t-~    . 

— ,  Miss,  afterwards  Mrs.  Crouch,  733. 

— ,  Sir  John.  359. 

Philosophers,  ancient,  good  humour  in  disputation,  497. 

Philosophical  necessity,  594. 

"  Philosophical  Survey  of  Ireland,"  Campbell's,  443.  531. 

—  Transactions,"  186. 

Philosophy,  494.  599. 

Phipps,  Rev.  J.,  leaves  his  fortune  to  Pemb.  Coll.,  599. 

,  Capt.,  his  "  Voyage  to  the  North  Pole,"  344. 

Physic,  irregular  practitioners  in,  630. 

,  Johnson's  knowledge  of,  601. 

Physician,  Johnson's  reply  to  a  foppish,  769. 

,  anecdote  of  one,  486.  491 . 

,  argument  in  the  case  of  Dr.  MemU.  454. 

Physicians,  491 .  749.    Duties  of.  towards  paUento,  765. 

"  Physico-Theology,"  Derham's,  377. 

Piaisas,  300. 

Picture,  superstitious  reluctance  to  sit  for,  655. 

—— ,  Johnson's  motto  for  Dr.  Dodd's,  7*26. 

"  Picture."  Massinger's  play  of  the,  637. 

ng.  the  learned,  791. 

"  Pilgrim's  Progress  "  commended,  838. 

Pillory,  punishment  of  the,  602. 

Pindar.  West's  translatioD  of,  663. 

,  Peter,  409, 

Pinkerton,  773. 

Piossi.  or  Thrale,  Mrs.,  6,7. 13. 16.  31 43. 43. 59. 63. 65. 68. 73. 

76.  78.  89,  129.  139.  141.  145,  146.  160.  163, 164. 170.  180.  198, 

199. 300.  203, 204. 313. 326. 230. 236. 242. 350. 2i^3. 864. 860. 273. 

342,  343.  347,  348.  361.  361.  379.  416, 416.  419.  433.  425.  430. 

440,  441.  447.  453.  463.  468.  468.  479.  481.  486.  489.  494.  495. 

603.  508.  510.  570.  573.  650.  653.  663.  777,  778, 779,  780.  799. 
^— ,  Johnson's  acquaintance  with,  169. 


Piozil.  receives  500/.  for  her  collection  of  J.'s  letters,  187. 
,  Johnson's  letters  to,  196. 214.  324,335. 246,346. 248. 456. 

4.57,  4Si.  492.  618.  525.  564.  665.  573.  610.  619.  623.  625.  632. 

634.  637,  638.  643,  643,  644,  64.%  646,  647.  649,  650.  6N2.  699. 

706.  708.  734,  735,  736,  737.  740.  742.  746.  750.  752.  774.  7n. 

.  her  lettors  to  Johnson,  646.  777»- 

— — ,  bequeaths  her  patrimonial  estkte  to  a  foreigner,  to  the 

exclusion  of  her  own  children,  418. 
^— ,  Baretti's  strictures  on  her  marriage  with  Pioizi,  510. 

,  substantial  accuracy  of  her  anecdotes  of  Johnson,  573. 

,  Johnson's  verses  on  her  birth-day,  471. 

— ,  her  miserable  mStailt'ance,  776,  777,  778. 

,  Boswell's  proneness  to  disparage  her,  673.  677. 778,  779, 

780.799. 

,  her  beautiful  handwriting,  666. 

,  Signor,  776,  777. 

Pitcairne,  his  Latin  poetry.  282. 

Pitt.  William,  Earl  of  Chatham,  37.  45.  58. 92.  344.  254.  383. 

769. 

,  William,  the  son,  496.  748.  750. 

,  Butwell's  expectation  from,  750. 

Pitt  and  Fox,  761. 

Pitts,  Rev.  John,  718. 

Pity.  149. 

Place-hunters,  674. 

Plagiary,  Sir  Fretful,  Intended  for  Cumberland,  348. 

"  Plain  Dealer,"  47.  53. 

Planting,  564.    In  Scotland,  era  of,  405.    Spur  given  to,  by 

Johnson's  "  Journey,"  527. 
Plato,  511. 
Plaxtoo. 4. 
Players.  51.  62.  137.  305.  357.  375.  3n.  801  467.  489.  556. 

Pleasure.  413.  578.  594.  689. 

Pleasures,  no  man  a  hypocrite  In  his,  769. 

"  Pleasures  of  the  Imagination,"  Akenslde'f,  181.  234. 

Plott's  "  HUtory  of  Staffordshire,"  557. 

Plunkett.  Lord,  452. 

Plymouth  and  "  Dock,"  dispute  between,  188. 

Pocock,  Mr.  Lewis,  43.  57. 

Pococke,  Dr.  Richard,  586. 

,  Rev.  Edward,  the  orientalist,  586.  663.  719. 

Poetical  scale,  667. 

Poetry,  Reflections  on,  448.     Definition  of,  506.    Pathetic, 
Johnson's  fondness  for,  720.      Johnson's  early,  10. 

—  and  lexicography  compared,  278.  834. 
PoeU.  3.'i8.  291 .    See  Lives. 

— — .  the  preservers  of  languages,  606. 

,  few  of  our  great,  have  left  issue,  73. 

"  Polite  Phllowjpher."  601. 
Politeness,  290.  648. 

,  Johnson's,  94.  18.V  270.  290.  306.  391.  451.  610.  695. 

Politian's  poems,  Johnson's  projected  edition  of.  32. 

"  Political  Survey  of  Great  Britain,"  Campbell's,  377.  4*'.b. 

Politics,  modem,  44&  453. 

"  Polluted,"  use  of  the  word,  803. 

Polymuny,  337. 

Pom  fret,  the  poet,  135. 

"  Pomposo,"  Johnson  so  called,  774. 

"  Ponsonby.  you  may  sit  down,"  365. 

Poor,  a  decent  provision  for.  the  test  ofctviUsatlon,  220. 

,  methods  of  employing,  665. 

in  France,  460.    Or  Ix>ndon,  635. 

Pope,  Alexander.  13.  29.  35,  36,  37.  40,  41.  46,  47.  56.  69.  73. 

76.  102.  145.  L-a.  164.  173,  173.  176.  IH,V  201.  203.  220.  23.1. 

335.  240.  249.  251.  267.  289,  290.  365.  385.  410.  463.  484.  4M9. 

511.605.613,614.630. 
— ,  praise  of  Johnson's  "  London,"  36. 

—  recommends  Johnson  to  Earl  Gower,  37. 
— ,  note  concerning  Johnson,  41. 

— ,  peculiar  mode  of  writing,  and  imperfect  spelling,  41. 

,  his  "  Messiah  "  translated.  13. 

— .  Johnson's  observation  agidnst  a  monument  to  him  in 

St.  Paul's,  76.  358. 
— — .  Johnson's  dissertation  on  the  epitaphs  of.  103. 

.  his  "  Dunciad  "  written  primarily  for  fame,  443. 

.  Johnson's  character  of  his  **  Homer,"  582. 

,  his  "  Essay  on  Man,"  636,  636. 

,  Dr.  Blair's  letter  concerning  his  "  Essay  oti  Man."  636. 

,  his  knowledge  of  Greek,  635. 

.  his  "  Grotto."  657. 

.  Johnson's  Life  of,  669.    Character  of  his  poetry,  608. 

— ,  his  limited  conversational  powers,  670. 

,  his  "  Universal  Prayer,"  614. 

.  Lewis's  verses  to.  765. 

— .  reply  to  Prince  of  Wales,  670. 

,  Dr.  Walter,  his  "  Old  Man's  Wish,"  660. 

Popery,  76.  309,  310. 

Popular  elections,  Johnson's  opinioD  of,  617. 

Population,  309.  371.  671 

Port.  Mr.  Bernard,  657. 

Porter.  Mrs..  J.'s  wife,  4.  6.  31.  '24.  36.    See  Johnson,  Mrs. 

,  Henry,  78. 

.  Miss  Lucy,  4.  &  83.  3&  68.  76.  113.  117,  118.  133.  127. 

130.  144.  163.  169.  173l  187.  193.  197.  314.  381  488.  488.  491, 

493.565.568.630.641.736. 
Porter,  Miss  Lucy.  Johiuon't  leClere  to,  61  US,  114, 116. 118. 
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129.  130.  144,  145.  163.  173  193.  197.  214.  499. 4G9.  565.  56ft. 
692,  623.  631.  643.  663.  702.  736.  742.  744.  748,  749.  7&S.  798. 
Porter,  Captain,  her  brother,  130. 

,  Mr*.,  the  actress,  195.  741. 

,  Sir  James,  635. 

Porteus,  Bishop,  159.  501.  555.  589.  639.  641.  6G3.  679.  633. 

Portland,  Duchess  Dowager  of.  646. 

Portrait.  Mr.  Beaucierli's  inscription  for  Johnson's,  718. 

Portrait-painting,  an  improper  employment  for  a  woman,  451. 

Portralta,  338. 

—  of  Dr.  Johnson,  133.  924.    List  of  the  various,  806. 

Portree,  323. 

Possibilities.  277. 

Post-chaise  travelling,  485.  495.  548. 

Posterity,  473. 

Pott,  Archdeacon,  his  sermons,  488. 

Potter,  Rev.  Dr.,  his  translation  of  .Xschylus.  .182. 

Poverty,  18,  19.  99.  110.  l.W.  706,  707.  709,  710.  712.  782. 

Power,  despotic,  591 .    Of  the  Crown,  236. 

Powerscoiirt,  Lord,  his  wager,  351. 

Praise.  190.  571.  588.  664.  681.  754. 

— — ,  indiscriminate,  629.    Exaggerated,  681. 

and  flattery,  diflference  between,  419. 

Prayer,  275.  285.  296.  302,  303.  733.  762. 

,  the  Boolt  of  Common,  762. 

,  a  form  of,  Johnson's  arguments  for,  391.  762. 

— ,  Johnson's,  on  the  death  of  his  wife,  75. 

,  unpublished,  1759,  823. 

Prayers,  Johnson's  classification  of,  792. 

"  Prayers  and  Meditations,"  J.'s.,  17.  25.62.75.81.  83.99, 100. 

110.114. 118. 120. 165. 167, 168. 187, 188. 213. 225.  242,  24.3.  251 . 

263.  2(u\  266.  410.  426.  450.  502.  523.  526.  597.  602.  626  650. 

654.  665.  682.  698.  702.  704.  710.  789.  792.  799,  800.  803. 
— — ,  not  intended  bv  him  for  publication,  791  803. 
Preachers,  women,  i57. 

Preaching  above  the  capacity  of  the  congregation,  719. 
"  Preceptor,"  Dodsl^y's.  ."ig. 
Precocity  in  children,  469. 
Predestination,  210. 
Prejudice,  713.      Johnson's.    456.      Against   Scotland  and 

Scotchmen.  54.  269.  302.  431.432.  713. 
Premium  scheme  in  Dublin  University,  107. 
Prendergast,  Sir  Thomas,  presentiment  of  his  death,  241. 
Presbvteriaus,  209.  397,  398.  805. 
Prescience  of  tlie  Deity,  594. 
Prescription  of  murder  In  Scotland,  270. 291. 
Presentiment  of  death,  241. 

Press,  superfetation  of,  prejudicial  to  literature,  CM. 
Pretender,the,  42.  HA.  92.  147.  32.^  331.  351.  401.  455. 4C6. 510. 

Boswell's  account  of  the  escape  of,  326  —  331 . 

,  history  of,  proposed  to  Sir  W.  Scott,  401. 

Price,  Archdeacon.  424. 

,  Dr.  Richard.  738. 

Priestley,  Dr.  Josepii,  593, 591.  738. 804.    J.'s  opinion  of,  218. 
Primrose,  Dorothea,  I..ady,  331 . 
Prince  of  Wales,  his  situation,  718. 

,  afterwards  (;eorge  IV.,  187. 

"  Prince  Titi,"  history  of,  461. 

Principle.  151.    Principles,  fundamental.  446. 

"  Principles  of  Politeness,"  Trusler*s,  511. 

Pringle,  Sir  John,  234. 294. 331 .  395. 397.  497.499. 513.  -553. 578. 

Printers'  devii,  686. 

Printing,  236.  425.  506. 

Printing.housp,  Virgil's  description  of  the  entrance  into  hell 

applied  to,  372. 
Prior,  Matthew,  201.  282.  559.  633.  646. 

,  Johnson's  extraordinarv  defence  of,  559. 

,  James,  his  "Life  of  Burke,"  136.  253. 

,  Life  of  Goldsmith,  140,  141.  203.  247.  249.  2-58. 

adopts  the  editor's  rejection  of  indelicate  cxpressions,176. 

Prisons  on  the  Continent,  753. 

Pritchard,  Mrs.,  the  actress.  61. 123.  206.  304.  447. 

Private  conversation,  730. 

Prise-fighting,  342. 

Procr«stinatlon,  63. 

Procurators  of  Edinburgh,  prosecution  by,  696. 

"  Progress  of  DIscoutent."  Warton's,  93. 

•'  Project,"  The,  a  poem  by  Tickell,  €03. 

Prologues,  55.  189.  438.  532. 

Pronunciation.  232,  233.  290.  489.  560. 

Property,  262.    Laws  of,  472.  475. 

Propltiatonr  sacri6ce,  292.  695. 

Prospect,  fine,  399. 

Prosperity.  615. 

Prospero.  68. 

Prostitution,  500. 

Providence,  a  particular,  754. 

Prujean,  Mr..  20.  622. 

Prussia,  King  of,  C09.  689.    His  writings,  149.    Anecdote  of, 

149.151. 
Psalmanaaier,  George,  213.  602. 720. 754.794. 
Psalms,  biblical  version  of,  420. 
Public  amusements,  236.      Schools.  498.      Speaking.  249. 

44,3.    Worship.  142.    Institutions,  administration  of,  51 1 . 
"  Public  Virtue."  Dodsley's,  660. 
Pudding,  meditation  on  a)  387. 
Pulfendorf,  231 .  478. 


Pulpit,  liberty  of  the,  51S.  523. 

Pulsation,  theory  of,  505. 

Pulteney,  William,  Eari  of  Bath»  45.  382. 

Punctuation.  504. 

Punishment,  eternity  of,  SGi.  GM.  7G4. 

Punishments,  469.  586.  592.  611.  694. 

Puns,  249.  259.  605.  768, 769. 

Purcell,  444. 

Purgatory,  77.  210.  234. 

Purposes,  good,  the  benefit  of,  799. 

Pym,  John,  18. 


Quakers.  157.  487. 798.  730. 
Quarrels,  556. 


Fem^e  preacfac 


Quarterly  Review,"  Byne'a  trial  trented  in 

of  Horace  Walpole's  Memoirs.  768. 

Queen's  Arms  Club,  not  soin'oi:*,  682. 

Queensburv.  Duke  of,  4.13.     Ducheaa  of,  -476. 

Queeny  (Miss  Thrale),  423. 

Questioning,  not  the  mode  of  conreraation,  4 

Quin,  the  actor.  453.  533.  584. 

"  Quot  Deta  vuU  pcrdere"  &g..  whence  tA 

Quotation,  687. 

"  Quotidian  expenses,"  385. 

Rabutln,  Bossy,  279. 

Racine,  55. 372. 

Rackstrow,  Colonel  of  the  trained  band*.  Tffi 

Radcliffe,  Dr.,  89. 

,  small  success  of  his  trarellins  fellowshi 

RaJapouU,  683. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  72.  228. 

Ralph,  Mr.  James,  51 .  673. 

,  secretary  to  Frederick  Prince  of  Walei 

*•  Rambler,"  the,  62,  63.  65.  67.  Reasons  for 
Prayer  on  commencing.  62.     Cave's  letter 

.remarks  on,  67.  71.  83.  508.  707.  727. 

— ,  translations  of  the  motto*  to.  71. 

— ..,  translation  Into  lulian,  638. 

,  said  to  be  translated  Into  Russfan.  755. 

*•  Ramei"  the,  837. 

Ramsay,  AUan,  252.  394,395.    **  Gentle  Sbef 

,  Allan,  Junior,  508.  579,  tm.  608.  610.  ^ 

,  Colonel,  83. 

Ranby,  John,  '*  Doubts  on  Slave  Trade  Abol 

"  Random  Records,"  (Colman'a),  5|  i. 

Ranelagh,  236.  561. 

Rank,  its  Importance  in  society,  1.51.  17«.  238 

Rann,  Mr.,  632. 

Raphael,  50. 

Ka«uy,  Isle  of,  316,  317,  318,  31 9-.  S20.  407,  408 

,  John  Maclcod,  Laird  of,  317.  324.  327.  4( 

,  his  letter  to  Boswell,  on  Johnson's  •*  Jo 

,  Johnson's  and  Boswell's  letters  to  407 

,  Lady.  317-     Miss  Flora,  322.  .533. 

"  Rascal,^'  Johnson's  use  of  the  word,  494. 

"Rasselas."  22.  114. 11.1. 116.  118.  148.  603.  61 
in  one  week,  115.  Translated  into  four  iani 

Ratcliffe.  Dr.,  Master  of  Pembroke,  neci^  < 

"  HaU,  Muse  Ut  us  sing  of,"  485.  834. 

Rattakin  mountain,  310. 

Rawlinson,  Dr.  Richard,  the  antiquarian   711 

Ray,  Miss,  628.  * 

Ray's  Proverbs,  205. 

Reading,  452.  508.  559.  .191.  664.  726.  731.  76 
of,  450.  Snatches  of,  661.  The  small  qua 
world,  731.  The  manner  and  effect  of.  ij 
Best  mode  of,  508.    And  writing.  242.  506. 

Reay,  George,  third  Lord,  376. 

Hebeilions,  sometimes  justifiable,  401. 

-Red  ink.  kind  of,  used  by  Johnson,  64^.  716. 

Reed,  Mr.  Isaac.  61.  299.  666. 

Reeves,  Sir  Thomas,  90. 

Refinement  in  education,  551. 

Reformers.  262. 
Ki  frill}"  iOd  "  Abstain."  dlsUnptlMi  hetw 

Rrj:i<H".ini.in  of  H***!*,  Johntnt't  !ioiif>  on^  gji 

'■  Ki  li<>  ir^nl/'  the  Duke  of  Buckfnc^hAiii^a    ^ 

ItHn-detT,  liitroducHon  iff,  jntn  EnirlATtd,  23i 
Ri^latioDi^  2^7.    ttelalionkhtp.  £S><i.  '£st, 
K*-lics.  699. 
Kclkj^^DTi,    ;.1.  lOO.    l»fi.    137.    im.    IdlT.     172 

'Mt.  atO.  212,  21.1.    SIR,   JW.    837.  3i&0.  m& 

596.  611.  6M3.  693.  730. 

,  revealed,  evidence  for,  840. 

,  Roman  Catholic,  760. 

Religious  discourse,  730.    Houses,  319.     Or^ 

cipline.  694.    Impressions,  694, 
"  Remembrance"  and  "  Recollection,"  distini 
Renegado.  definition  of,  98. 
Rents,  909.  333.  366. 
Repentance,  69-1.  729.  800. 
Resentment,  507.  788. 
Residences,  a  list  of  Johnson's,  30.  636w 
Reaolutions,  dtfllculty  of  keeping,  913.    Of  ■■ 


Respect  not  to  be  paid  to  an  adrerMrr,  272. 

**  RtapmbUeiP,"  the  little  volumes  entitled,  511. 

Resurrection,  123.  684.  729. 

**  Resurrection/'  The,  «  poem.  IS2. 

Retired  tradesmen,  443. 

Retirement  Trom  the  world,  293. 

Retort,  Johnson's  dexterity  in,  719. 

Rcriewers,  mMnoess  of  retumlnfe  thanks  to,  673. 

Reviews,  729.    Monthly  and  Critical.  504.  508. 

Revolution  of  1688,  253.  332.  714. 

Reynolds.  Sir  Joshua.  41,  42.  60.  63.   73.  79.  96.  113.  123. 

125.  126,  127,    12B.  141.   161.  163,  1G4.   171.   177.  186.  203. 

205.  212.  226.  253.  257.  269.  273.  296.  29R.  305.  338.  963. 

428.  432L  445.  452.  479,   480.  496.   502.  507.   508.  519.  521. 

523.  573.  583.  597.  600,  60J.  603.  607.  608.   610.  612.  620. 

622.  624.  629.  642.  656.  678.  683.  686l  733.  743.  746,  747. 

756,  757.  768.  787,  788.  806. 
,  Johnson's  "  dutce  tUcus,**  79.     His  prices  for  portraits, 

1 13.    His  visit  to  Devonshire  with  Johnson,  1 27. 
.  Johnson's  letters  to,  166.  224.  226.  519.  523.  697.  711. 

716.  724.  731.  733.  746.  787. 

,  Boswell's  letter  to.  747. 

-^,  style  and  economy  of  his  table,  519. 

,  two  dialogues  by,  in  imitation  of  Johnson's,  GOl. 

•^— ,  his  "  Discourses  to  the  Itoyal  Academy,"  621.  770. 
,  Miss.  42.  113.  129.    161.   166.  385.  4^1.  465.    467.  480. 

509.  519.  567.  577.  fm.  642.  644.  649.  691.  697. 

,  her  character,  by  J.,  129     Her  letter  to  J.,  519. 

,  Johnson's  letters  to,  129.  IGl.  224.  226.  505.  519.  623. 

632.  639.  649.  697.  706.  741.  744.  753.  757. 

,  her  •'  Essay  on  Taste."  697.    Her  poem,  649.  834. 

.  her  "  Recollections  *'  of  Dr.  Johnson,  5.M).  691.  830. 

Rhetorical  gesture.  Johnson's  ridicule  of^  111. 

Rheumatism,  Johnson's  recipe  for,  451 . 

Rhubarb.  749. 

Rhudlan  Castle.  419. 

Rhyme,  its  excellence  over  blank  verse,  14G.  668. 

Rich.  Miss,  442. 

Richardson,  Samuel,  36.  42.  63.  65.  73.  79.  83.  95.  100.  113. 

125.  129.  140,  141.  181.  190.    218.    238.  402.  KV6.  602.  &U. 

655.  66S.830. 
— — ,  Johnson's  resource  in  pecuniary  distress,  100. 
^^  writes  a  paper  in  the  '*  Rambler,"  63.    Johnson's  cha- 
racter of,  6S.  73.  238.  402.    Letters  to,  73.  83.  95.  ICO. 

compared  with  Fielding.  190. 

,  limited  conversational  powers,  663. 

,  Martha,  (Mrs.  Brigden),  125. 

,  Jonathan  the  elder  and  the  younger,  36. 

—— ,  Mr.,  an  attorney.  68. 

Riches,  150.  230.  235.  299.  714.  782.    Influeuce  of,  299. 

Riddoch,  Mr.,  291.  293,  294. 

Ridicule,  the  great  use  of,  626.  GW). 

Ridley.  Bishop.  210. 

Rifgt,  Mrs.,  442. 

Right,  natural,  473. 

Ring,  Johnson's  wedding,  76.  163. 

Riot,  Johnson  leads  one,  771. 

RioU  of  1780,  647.  C51.    Johnson's  account  of.  G47. 

Ritson's  songs,  352. 

Ritter.  Joseph.  209.  280.  470. 

Rivers,  Karl  of,  M).  54 

Rluio.  David,  276. 

Roberts.  Miss.  111. 

— — ,  J.,  printer,  .V). 

Robertson,  Dr.  James,  276. 

•^.  Dr.  William,  the  historian.  103.  182.  191.  194.  230. 

944.  258.  267.  273.  275.  276.   302.  394.  399.  401,  402.  412. 

652.  608,  609.  61 1 .  636.  680.  770.     Note  to  BoswcU,  273. 

. ,  his  style  imiuted  from  Johnson.  552.  796. 

.  his  History  of  Scotland.  191.  609. 

,  Mr..  299. 

Robin  Hood  .Society,  684. 
Robinson,  Mr.,  sen..  79. 

Crusoe.  585. 

— ,  Archbishop,  220. 

,  Sir  Thoma»,  148.  220. 

Rochester.  Lord.  280.    His  poems,  280.  .T».  559. 

RockinRham.  Lady,  83.     Mariiuis  of,  .77. 

Rockvillc,  Alexander  Gordon.  Lord,  159,  ICO.  401,  402. 

Rod,  punishment  of  the,  8.  395. 

Rodney,  Admiral  Lord,  465. 

Roffette,  Abbe.  468. 

Rogers.  Cantain  Francis.  127. 

,  R«fv.  Mr..  801. 

Rokeby.  Mathew,  second  Lord.  118. 148.  220. 
Rolt,  Richard,  ''Dictionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce,"  121. 
Roman  Catholics,  Johnson's  charit^le  opiuion  of,  76.  209, 
210.  229.  637. 

Catholic  reUffion,  286.  499.  760. 

Romances,  6<'k9.    Johnson's  love  of,  9.    Reasons  for  reading, 

€». 
RomanB,  character  of  the  ancient,  104. 
Rome,  the  fountain  of  elegance,  608. 
Bomncy,  the  painter,  506. 
Roric^  or  Roderick  More.  334. 
RoMommoo,  Johnson's  Life  of.  59. 
Bw«,  Dr.,  79. 787.    Repartee  oo  Jobnaon's  pension,  713. 


Rote,  Mrs.,  her  anecdotes  of  Johnion,  836. 

,  Sir  George,  83. 

Roslin  Castle,  404. 

Ross,  BUhop  of.  754.    Thane  of,  657. 

Rosses,  the.  309. 

Rosslyn,  Earl,  Professor.  292.    Sre  Loqidiborough. 

Rothes,  Lady,  Langton's  wife.  222.  225.  227.  Ml.  528.  597. 

,  Ladies,  222. 

,  famUy,  284. 

Round-robin  on  Goldsmith's  epitaph,  520,  521. 

Rous,  Francis,  Speaker,  18. 

Rousseau.  150. 176. 176.  760.   Johnson's  opinion  of,  175.   UU 

••  Profession  de  Foi,"  and  "  Confiossions,"  176. 
Rowe,  (the  poet),  72.    Mrs.»  105. 
Rowley,  Thomas,  510. 
Rpyal  Academy  instituted,  197. 

fismUv,  356.  546. 

Royston,  Lord,  121. 

Rudd.  Margaret  Caroline,  484.  518.  607. 

Ruddiman,  Thomas,  66.  179.  2.'^1.  287-  335.  623. 

Rudeness,  J.'s  occasional,  393.  628.  658.  663.  670. 685.  C9I. 

Ruffhead's  Life  of  Pope,  236. 

Ruins,  artificial.  424. 

"  Rumble,"  Hayley's  character  of  J<rfiDSOD,  774. 

Runic  inscription,  47. 

RunU,  610. 

Russell.  Lord,  249.  588. 

,  Dr..  his  "  Aleppo,"  714. 

Russia.  Catherine  Empreu  of,  622.    Orders  a  translation  of 

the  "  Rambler,"  755.    A  misUke,  7.^. 
Rutty.  Dr.  John,  extracts  from  his  '*  Spiritual  Diary,"  551 . 
Ryland,  Mr.,  58.  78,  79. 785.  842.  844. 

Sabbath,  the,  Johnson*s  opinions  concerning,  99.  199.  250. 

265.  377.  456.  601. 
Sacheverel,  Dr.,  6.    "  History  of  the  Isle  of  Man,**  382. 
Sacrament.  301.    Impropriety  of  sitting  at,  627. 
Sagacity  and  intuition,  difference  between.  775l 
Sailor's  life,  J.'s  aversion,  117.  308.  349.  480.  585. 

,  English.  403.  68.\ 

St.  Alban's,  Duke.  80. 

Andrew's,  city  of,  283.    Its  library,  28*.    Ruins  of  its 

cathedral,  540.    Its  university,  540. 

Asaph,  Bishop  of.    See  Shipley. 

Bruno,  465. 

Columba,  381,  382. 

Helens.  Alleyne  Fltsherbert,  Lord,  20. 

Hyciothe,  461. 

Julien,  M.de.461. 

Kilda.  191.  228.  301.342.  360. 

Louis,  465. 

—  Quintin,  Catherine,  Countess  of  Eglintoune,  395. 
Rule's  Chapel,  283. 

Vitus's  dance,  described  by  Sydenham,  42.  269. 

Saints,  worship  of,  210. 

Salamanca,  University  of,  155. 

Sale,  Mr.,  his  share  in  the  Universal  History,  794. 

Salisbury,  Bishop  of.    See  Douglas. 

Cathedra],  741. 

Sallust,  420.    Spanish  translation  of,  722. 

.Salter.  Rev  Dr.,  68.  68. 

Salusbury.  Mrs..  251.  266.  457.  468.  610. 

,  Miss,  a(ten»ard8  Mrs.  Thrale,  17a 

Sanderson,  BUhop,  69.  210.  803. 842. 

,  Professor.  242. 

"  Sandford.  your  mother's  son  is  welcome,"  355. 

Sandhills,  371.         » 

Sandwich,  John,  sixth  Earl  of,  628. 

Sandys,  Mr.,  45.  362.    Lord,  423,  424. 

Sanquhar,  Ixird,  297. 

Santerrc,  the  Parisian  brewer,  464. 

Saratoga,  surrender  of  the  British  army  at,  617. 

Sardinia,  202. 

Sarpedon,  Lord  Errol  like.  296. 

Sarpl.  Father  Paul,  his  "  History  of  the  Council  of  Trent," 

29.  38.  39.    His  Life  by  Johnson,  40.    Sire  Paul. 
.Sastres,  Mr.,  the  Italian  mister,  501.  802. 
Saunderson,  Nicholas.  242. 
Savage,  Richard.  35.  49,  50.  52,  53.  84. 796. 

,  Johnson's  Life  of,  47.  49.  50, 51.  265. 

,  inquiry  as  to  his  birth,   51.      His  tragedy  of    "  Sir 

Thomas  Overbunr,"  .'42.    His  "  Wanderer  "  quoted,  700. 
Savage  girl,  299.    Life.  200.  255. 
Savages,  200.  234.  255.  261.  »49,  290  510,  511.  728.  766. 
Savings,  trilling,  597. 

Sawbridge.  Catherine,  afterwards  Mrs  Macaulay,  78. 
Scaliger,  468. 
Scalpa,  island  of,  316. 
Scarsdale,  Lord,  and  Keddlestone,  416. 
Scepticism,  278.    Eleven  causes  of,  792. 
Schomberg,  Dr.  Ralph,  the  Jew  physician,  490. 
Schoolmasters,  8.  25. 226,  227.  237.  241.  Right  to  punish,  'i3l . 
Schools,  pubUc.  291.  409.  498.  566. 
.Science,  books  of.  306. 
Scolding,  a  specimen  of  Johnson's,  662. 
Score,  in  music,  meaning  of,  439. 
Scorpions,  inquiry  coDcertUng,  191 . 
3k  3 
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Scotch,  Johnson's  feelingt  towards,  145.   191.  201.217.  232. 

244.  359.  276.  28f;.  2»1.  349.  3t(3.  432.  434.  451.  478.  579. 629. 

65a  658    e«7.  606.  713.  719. 

accent  OTercome  bjr  persererance,  23*2. 

—  clergy,  350.    Highlander,  403.     Impudence,  4.33. 

_-,  conjectures  as  to  the  origin  of  Johnson's  aotipathy  to, 

54.  431.  713.  827. 

• -f  lenmlnjE  ol"  tli*,  453- 

1 ,  caufF  of  ihclr  sttrcrfi  tn  Lonci'in,  7I9> 

I^frdi.  Jt>b{i4aii'»  notion  of  the  dignity  of,  139. 

^,  Jicalouiy  of  thp,  433, 

,  nationality  or  the,  -l!^,  433,  4^.  439.  493.  720. 

BcotUnil,  eplHctp(|l  chuTcli  of,  fiiO^ 

.,  fiferi  of.  thi'lr  in terrdremco  In  elections,  744. 

ScoL«,  MajTt  Qupen  of,  II?.  276. 

Su;<)ft.  Sir  W*Uer,  ootei  cin  "  Tour  In  the  Hebrides,"  by, 227, 

'251  -  2fi4.  27(1.  272.  2?^.  ^^^,  ^m,  'i**!,  S82,  2M3,  28 1,  285,  ««?. 

^i  a»n).  3flL3rj-^.  atvi.  aw.  niw.  si 3.314.  si6.  317,  3i8,  3:9. 

ya,  %m.  MO,  311,  '^'i,  Uf>,  ^1£,  547.  351.359.  362.  364.  371. 
409,  410. 

—  adopts  editor's  rejection  of  indelicate  expressions,  176. 

— ,  a  historv  of  the  Pretender  suggested  to  him,  401 . 

,  George  Lewl«,  sub-preceptor  to  George  HI.,  60. 

,  John,  of  Amwell,  443.     Ills  "  Elegies,"  448. 

,  Dr.,  afterwards  Sir  William  and  Lord  Stowell,  37-  90. 

117.  157.  aia  223.  268.  270.  271.  277.  280.  31U.  425.  458.  483. 
583.685.600.646  048.684. 

.  his  character  of  Boswell,  280.    His  account  of  Mr. 

Coulson,  425. 

Scoundrel,  a  faTourite  word  of  Johnson's,  494. 

and  blockhead,  applied  to  women,  486. 

Scoundrelism,  "  a  gooa  itm,"  298. 

Scrimshaw,  a  relation  of  Johnson's,  311. 

Scripture  phrases,  249. 

Scriptures,  inspiration  of  our  copies  questioned,  176.  Pro- 
posal for  an  Erse  translation  ot,  181,  182. 

Scrofula,  Johnson  afflicted  with,  7. 

-—  frequently  attended  by  morbid  melancholy,  7. 

Scniples,  prayer  against,  799.  Unnecessary,  283. 

Scuderi,  Mademoiselle,  442. 

Seaforth,  Lord,  309. 

Sea  life,  Johnson's  aTcrsion  to,  64.  349. 480. 

Seal,  Johnson's,  220. 

Seasons,  influence  of,  265. 

Seeker,  Archbishop,  3.  219.  Johncon's  prejudice  against, 
663.    Porteus's  Life  of,  663. 

Second  sight,  35.  175.  228  315.  317.  341.  376.  400  405.  437. 

Sedley,  Sir  C,  and  daughter.  Countess  of  Dorchester,  278. 

Seduction,  615. 

Seed,  Rev.  Jeremiah,  his  "  Sermons,"  579. 

Self-importance,  552.     Praise,  605. 

Selden's  "  Table  Talk  "  quoted,  372.  719. 

SelUtte,  queries  on  the,  461. 

Selwyn,  George,  629. 

**  Semel  huatuvfmtu  ornnes"  Ac,  whence  taken,  718. 

Seneca,  336.  367.  468. 

"  Simeetu*,"  use  of  the  word,  613. 

Sensibility,  Johnson's,  720. 

Sensual  intercourse,  .578.  612. 

••  SentimenUl  Journey,"  Sterne's,  664. 

"  Serious  Call,"  Law's,  15.  218. 

Sermons,  the  best  English,  for  style,  578. 

-^,  collections  of,  688. 

,  Johnson's,  107.  285.  555   603. 

,  Johnson's  advice  on  the  composition  of,  652. 

"  Serotinus,"  68. 

Servants,  male  and  female,  251. 

Services,  180. 

Settle,  KIkanah,  the  city  poet,  517. 

Sive  China,  549. 

Severity,  480. 

Sevlgne,  Madame  de,  22    186.511. 

Seward,  Rev.  Mr.,  19.  491.  545. 

,  Anna,  4,  6,  6,  7.  20.  23,  24.  76.  188.  239.  374.  41.5.  491. 

677.  591.  593.  .596.  774.     Ode  on  death  of  Cook,  773. 

,  William,  200,  201.  424,  425.  535,  5.36  6.19.  643  734. 

,  anecdotes  of  distinguished  persons,  767. 

Sexes,  inequality  of  the,  592. 

,  sensual  intercourse  between,  612. 

Sforza,  Ludovico,  359. 

Shakspeare,  54,  55.  72.  83  86  111.  112.  125.  137.  144.  168. 
171,  172,  173  177.  204,  205,  206,  207.  25»7.  303.  3t/9.  353. 
385.  512.  627.  662.  836.  838. 

•^— ,  orthography  of  his  name,  303. 

,  J.'s  edition  of,  54.  107.  110.  125.  164.  171,  172.  246. 

,  his  witches,  627. 

— — ,  Johnson's  opinioti  of  his  learning,  659,  660. 

,  Johnson's  lines  on,  662. 

— ,  compared  with  Oonpreve,  203.  207. 

— ,  his  picture  of  man,  678. 

— ,  **  Modern  Characters"  from,  541. 

Shame  and  conscience  contrasted,  833. 

Sharp,  Archbishop,  his  murder  and  monument,  284. 

,  .Samuel,  74.  121.     His  "  Letters  on  Italy."  512. 

,  Dr.  John,  65,  167.  Account  of  Johnson's  visit  to  Cam- 
bridge, 167. 

,  Mr.  William,  jun  ,  Johnson's  letter  to,  536. 


Sbarne,  Rev.  Dr.  Gregory,  220. 
Shavmg,  varieties  in,  549. 
Shaw,  Cuthbert,  his  poem  of  "  The  lUce."  1 
— ,  William,  works  on  the  P.rae  Laiiguagi 
His  pamphlet  on  Ossian,  745. 

,  Professor,  285,  286. 

Shawe,  Colonel  Meyrick.  on  the  Irivh  and  E 
Shebbeare,  Dr  ,  68.  195.  602.  GUO.  729.     Hu  1 

name  of  "  Batiista  Angeluni,"  G91. 
Sheep's  head,  384. 
Sheffield,  Lord.  229. 

Sheiburoe,  Earl  of, (Lord  Ljinsdownc,)  232. : 
715. 721.    Goldsmith's  blundering  speech  t 
Shelvock,  Mr.,  794. 
Shenstone,  William,  356.  385.    424,    425.    48 

733.    Favourite  stanza  of,  709. 
Sheridan,  Richard  Brinsler,  121.  131, 132.  1€ 
521.  529.  532.  573. 

,  prologue  to   "Sir  Thomas   OrertMiry 

to  J.  on  his  Dictionary  ;    nropcMtHl  by  J 
meditated  answer  to  J.'s  " 'I'axation  noT 

,  Thomas,  51.  6*2.  121.  126,  127.  131,  132.  1 

207.  219.  233.  247.  264.  437    447.  4<»4.  .S32 

. ,  Johnson's  description  of  his  conversati 

—  irreconcileablc  diflvrence  between  John 
.— '  Johnson's  character  of,  713.  732. 

his  "  Lectures  on  Oratory,"  732. 

— —  his  medal  to  the  author  of  **  Douglas," 

-^,  Mrs.  (Frances  Chainberlalne),  annne  ai 

her  novels, "  Sydney  Biddulph"  and  "  Noui 

Mrs.  R.  B.,  (Miss  Linley),  453.  707. 

,  Charles,  his  "  Revolution  in  Sweden," 

Sherlock's  Sermons,  679. 

,  the  Rev.  Martin,  his  travels.  770. 

"  She  Stoops  to  Conquer,"  Goldsniith'a.  24 
253.  257. 

Shields,  Mr.  Robert,  57.  504.  506.  naa. 

"  Ship  of  Fools,"  91. 

Shipley,  Bishop,  418.  420.  448.  480.  Ml.  51 
647.  679.  683.  743. 

,  Dean,  141. 

Shoe-buckles,  269. 

Shopkeepers  of  London,  299,  290. 

Shore,  Jane,  279. 

Short-hand,  2.53.  586.  713. 

Siam,  the  King  of,  009. 

Sibbald,  Sir  Ri.bert,  572. 

Sick,  uuty  of  telling  truth  to  the,  7C5. 

chamber,  737. 

Siddons,  Mrs.,  her  visit  tn  Johnson.  741. 

Sidney,  Sir  Pliilip,  215.    Arcadia  qitocud.  53! 

,  Algernon,  249 

Siege  of  Aleppo.  583. 

Sight,  Johnson's  defective,  100.  KW, ; 

Silence,  Johnson's  occasional,  2H7. 

Simpf on.  Joseph,  117.  168.  Qia. 

— ,  Thomas,  the  engineer,  110. 

,  Rev.  Mr.,  79.  618. 

Sin,  original,  292.  694. 

Sinclair,  Sir  John,  700. 

.  Mr.,  stil>b«d  by  Savage,  35. 

Singularity.  200. 

Sins.  237. 

"  Sisters,"  The,  a  comedv,  657. 

"  Sixteen-string  Jack,"  b(t6. 

Skeggs,  Mr.,  plays  on  a  broomstick,  143. 

Skene,  Sir  John.  640. 

Skie,  Isle  of,  312. 

,  Johnson's  ode  on,  313, 

Slain's  CaMle.  295. 

Slater.  Mr.,  the  druggist,  515. 

Slave-trade,  Johnson's  abhorrence  of,  &G3.  & 

Sleep,  560. 

Smalbroiie,  Dr  ,  his  '*  Sermons,"  38. 

Small  debts,  117. 

Smnlridgtf,  Dr.,  his  sermons,  579. 

Smart.  Christopher,  15.  05.  1(^3.  135.  143.  f4H. 

Smelt.  Leonard,  K*q  ,  645. 

Smith,  Rev.  Edward,  his  verses  nn  Porocke 

,  Dr.  Adam,  16.  14G.  269.  272.  3**3.  4«,H 

,  his   "  Wealth  of  .S'ations,"    478.     fits 

Johnson,  393.  608   W\,  062.     His  letter  afa 
Garrick's  opinion  of,  6C2. 

,  I.^y,  632. 

,  Capt.-»in,  019. 

,  Mr.,  568. 

Smithsou,  Sir  Hugh,  220. 

Smoking,  106.  282. 

Smollett,  Dr.,  118.  153.  212.  392.  S04.     Ix^ttcr 
EpiUph  corrected,  392, 

,  Commissary,  392. 

Sociability,  Johnson's,  758. 

Society,  .594.     Our  duties  to.  175.  2R3. 

CI  V  ill  se<i,  customs  of,  150,  151.  1.52.  175. 

Socrates,  585.    Learned  to  dance,  GHO. 

"*  Solamcn  miterii  tocws."  Hcc,  aurhor  of  at 

Solander,  Dr.,  226,  227.  288.  378,  379.  4W;.' 
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Soldl»*r*.  111,3117.  i-JT-W."!, 
'■Sn|dkr>!r'lli''r,"lT.  111. 

SaiDi.nct.  Duchr^i  *tf.  I'M-    Utiki!  of,  330. 

&bmn»miiyUtm*t>t,  ni«i?klrtrli.ii'lt  '^7. 
Sophroti.  in  iliQ  "  KjiiQUler, '  68. 
JktrtiorKif*,  iViA, 

Jiouin.  n<t(>i<Hi  or  the  talUdlfi  ieai«  of,  TT* 

fioiitht  Dr..  hif  'prrrOTt*,  110,  519, 

Suuttvu'iirk^  rw*»T*lT  *'fr  ^"fi' 

Saiitbvf'll.  Bnhi-rt,  *tanio*  "  rpnn  the  Ima^e  of  Dr>atlit  iTO, 

,  Thunvni.  fceroml  l.iml,  7H.  I'iS.  243,  2«i.  ttfa.  711. 

.^— ,  L^tl;,,  Ji>hni4)n'ii  Irttor  to.  iVia. 

...^  ThoiTiJU  Geirji;r,  rlilini  l.nH  ind  flnt  VlseijuDt^  fi!^. 

,  Thomm  Artli«n*,  f^mnrt  Vipruuat.  13a.  iH6. 

,  I'.dmiihd,  yminf it  hrmhf'r  iiC  Mfand  LqikI,  Ci3. 

,  Fdmitnd^  iliir4  nm  mf  th<»  flritt  I^m,  24& 

— ^v  th*  ilfJR.  ]^1(I4»  FratiCM  *ud  Luc;,  Hfi.  64^, 

..  Rnlwit,  4*0. 

S|iAil(N|,  344. 

SdEttn.  nn  counter  Lcii  knoikn  thiirit  134.  139^  IHA. 

B|)juii8h  pl*if».  *JH>, 

8|ri'jikhijff,  (Miblk,  443.     Johnion*!  quaJiflciilaut  ror,  S£t. 

"  Sp^uror.''  thf,  r.S.  2'4g.  4.^.  mi.  »T3,  €G3.  g&l.  C?9.  SN. 

"  Sjm'ivtfitH  ffumtnto!  Satvaiitrntt,"  AM- 

Spclli,  317. 

Sjpclnian,  Hif  Hpnrr,  on  the  fhtnllc;  «tt<mdlng  the  Inheill- 

■ncp  of  ronflscsttpd church  pniiMrtp,  Jl I. 
Spimif^,  Rev,  Jott\ill,  374.  675.     Hit  "  Anecdotri,"  145.  513, 

im,  675, 
SlHTtiebT,  Jahn  Grar^F.  Earl.  BiOfli  dVi,    Ctiuni«>M,  4i40. 

.  Kdmuiid.  US.  90.  til, 

Sntriti.  >ntM>iiruice  of,  MS.  139.  2ffl.  334.  339.  U\,aih. 

.^^,  evil,  -if?, 

"l!pl<-eii."iJtiP,W)6. 

SjMitUtwoode,  Mr.  John.  'I.liil.    -  Of  t1»t  Ilk."  006. 

Spmt,  Ml  itf  it  charArt4*riKt,'<cl  hj-  J*ihTi>i»n,  (Xi, 

Hpart,  Jnhninin'i.  :M 7 .  Ml4.    Ki'lly'i,  801'. 

fiHHirtj,  thp  KcT.  Mif..W. 

Suc^p,  the.  :MMI, 

Sluift  cosu-ht^i.  7f>H,  «3fl. 

StAlr^thr  i:Mlof,aS4. 

Stanlmp* .  Mr.,  Lont  CbMt*Hlel4'i  Mn,  H*.  317,  CSO-  774. 

^^.  Karl,  l«. 

— -,  HonnilrNltIr  Mrt.,4liL 

SUfltfin.  Mr.,  thp  player,  4S0,  W»- 

iStaQvan.  Tctiatfle,  h^  u-^iiuttl;  gf  STitPcrltrad.  il7, 

Stelliain,  fhP  Hct.  Mr.,  1^.4J7. 

Statuary,  4«L 

SitAimton,  Sir  Gporpp,  ^rttPT  tn,  anc)  acCDUnt  (tf,  134, 

Sti*)t,  Sir  Rlcliard,  M,  «9  4HJ.  fiH4,  tlii"  Cbrwiku  Hcro," 

4*4.     Aildlkiiiri  miidulrl  towKtilit.  fill  ► 
^^.  Mr,  Jotliiia.  hi)  **  PrQ«</dM  HfHivmtk'Mt'*  430- 
AtAfVmi,  t]4i»r(|r,  Eui.,  (41.  ltJ2.  SM-  9L3,  XI4.  SM(i.  aiH.  411, 

413.  4|,V  4?ir>.  AOS.  5.^.  900.  f»l6.  6^.  IfiG.  717.  TM.  77t.  »L3, 

,  Jatinfon'i  li-tlcr  to,  411.  5^. 

Stt'lta.  sSwift'i,  471. 

^ff^^di  mii-r  jfiiiifl  in^i»Wj'*,  T84, 

Stephuit,^  atcriiiiit  of  tbe^.  65.^. 

SieiUP .  %*•*<.  'J^X  W4 ,  iii^y .     I  llf  "  Til  uram  Sbawij,  "AM. 

fltifWf.  Iici-n***],  ,'HicK 

Stick ^,  JcihniK>ii'«i  j'^kr  on  the  In^t  of,  275. 

S(iltlrtgl)#flt«  Uf^iijiiinrn,  Eh|.,  GteL 

Sftintofi,  r>F-,  6n^J.  r«fi». 

Kitrlin^.  pon'PrHtint!  of,  J,'t  ArE^imt^t  In  Tjitout  of,  4W, 

JstockilAlc.  Xhr  bcKtkiinnrr,  1 1  L 

.,  Hew.  K*TMf  Al,  SI*.  Wa.  769.  llli  "  llmiionftmiice,"  111- 

Stnlii^ltKnpb,  741, 

A(i)|jruriL  f  IniHerftL  the  Umi.  Ril««nl,  45€. 

fltftrie^,  truth  i'**f'ntlHl  tu,  47!^. 

Iknurbritiic^  Schiiol,  iohnKrti'i  conuexioa  wltfa,  10, 

Scnwvll,  Lfini     Sft  Scott,  Dr, 

Smhiiii,  Httir.  Dr.  Giwfc  75.  147.  168.  IBA,  3949,  GftL  7aX 

^— .  Jijhfi'fjn'a  kttfPi  tn,  IK.  130.  146.  IGI.  rfiM,  C5L 

- — ^,  publiihei  JittinmirH  "  Prij-pr*  And  nlf^tuUHii/'  7*, 

75f2.     Ohj*riiitS(iOn  mi  tiii  d<(tinj  »ii,  7^3,  HLQ, 
^^ Willlnm,  Hn),,  TO.  B3.  ISi.  254.  SU3.  39(1  *»7,  438,  All, 

ilS,  -^a.  r,l».  fiHj.  719. 
^-^  rFcomrnrtidiiiK  J.  td  be  brnugtit  Intn  FnrU^uflenlti  321 
— »-,  ililTervfiti^^  iHtttnfl  Jnhntun  Uld,  £19.  Offl. 

,  Jnl)TiNfi!]'«  ktier*  to»  (W.  701. 

^  Mr*.,  5C. 

_=-,  WlUiiun,  Km  Junior,  6«7. 

Slr»t^vin^  AM, 

ikrjithliATer,  Lord,  39), 

StriBAthjint.  «}l .  tit.'i^,     Johnscm't  rtledktkm  In,  TIR. 

Htr.cbcn,  \mA,  al^*. 

StrJrkUfid,  Mrt.,  IQ&,  m.  533. 


atufcit  fmnllf,  113V  H7.  3M.  A,  MS, 

^^.  Mr,  nf  nuncam.  kill*  .**ir  W.  Brwwell  In  n,  dud,  34fl- 

p  Hon.  Winiam,  ArcKtiIihnf  or  Arms^h,  723. 

— .  Urin.  Colon  p1  Jam«,  fi34.  nsn.  ft41 . 

,  i*ndrew,  **  l^tteri  In  Lord  MamdpliI,  3M.  4m, 

• ,  Fraoci*  uid  Mf*.,  tUttr.  6<.  M.  ft4l,  64.1.  7^8  750,  R27, 

— — ,  Hi*¥-  Jimc*.  trt»*latori>ftli«  i^cr1ptnr«i  lafAErK^  lM3, 

,  Hitrrkit,  t.lfc  or.  hy  Mr*.  I^ii<ii,  S3 

.— ^.  lifldy  Mary,  dAUffhter  of  t^rd  Bute.  3(W- 

Stiidv,  plui  of,  13i».  M7.  t.V^  t5G,  157.  IM.  V^  177.  tl%.5fl1. 

ciii.  fSaA.  fit?.  ri-M.  rrf}u.  is?. 

,  CiimlMrloiid^i  tnnd^  of,  f^\ . 

Style.  6«,  60.  T*i,  71.  H3.  ^^2  ftOO.  f^,  m%.  Bll. 
— -,  BurrowetV  Eimi  on  .rntiEiMnr*,  (El, 
s—*,  AddlNm'i  und  J(jtiHM>o'«  c'rniip«f*ili  Tt. 
^— ,  Jahniion'i  chwiictt^r  nf  Addtioo'i,  7i. 

. .,  vaHoiii  hlndi  of.  -^43.  B^}7. 

' 1  mcUphortcdl  exprrsiton,  a  jtrpat  rUcpTlEnrfi  In,  fi53* 

^  of  vrltert  and  puiattrt.  Itow  fiiT  dlitlnpnlthkble,  A&O, 

Suboniloatlmi,  fif(3    fhlM.    KgCfuary   to   huiiuui   happlneu, 

13^,151,153,  17P.i51.  M5, 
^—,  impflfrpEl  til  Knglafid,  bjf  th*  JncTfliuw  of  Dionii;,  ."ift-i. 
— i— ,  In  Kielritjr,  dtitv  of  si^intitlitinK.  44  ft. 
Sub«cHiicl4»ii  to  thr^  Tblrt^-nlne  Aniclei,  SlO.  159.  mi. 
Sitccf^W,  47a.  473. 

Sitrkllnp,  Sjir  Johu,  bii  "  Afflaum,"  Jt  pUj,  0(3, 
SiiK«nm#,ii{tl. 

■*  Snpnif  du^i't"  »  pni»ifi,  4l^5,  486,  KS4. 
Sulcidf,  SAfi.  2til,7(|(T,  7J3. 

Sufid*|.    J?<r€-  Sabluith. 

I^Ui»k'rljiDd,  liOid,  Jfihrnion  hiqutrpf  for  a  IJff  ^if.  4*(, 

Stuprrff'iiitlrtn  of  tht*  ^tvft,  prejudk'iol  Id  lltufaturc«Sn<4. 

Supcrlfiri.  diTrmici*  to,  'j£Lii7. 

SujwMtUlnflf.  ICfi  ^m 

Stjpprr, «  tiimpikt'  to  ln^t  599, 

SntU-rbn^l,  Ihvkv  of,  2"^. 

Sw«llu«i,  I92» 

.Swmi.  Dr.,  4ft 

Nwf^Rrln^  In  c'onirtirMitldD,  ^5,  ^. 

Swm,  15.  2H,3I,  57-  71,  72,  US,  ]54.  304,  359.  346v  347.  4<Mr, 

48'4,  61^,    JohoNon**  prpjudire  at itnit,  377 . 
— ,  Hl)t  "  T*l«  or  4  Tub,**  151.  W3.  a77.  437.    HI* 


Hii 


roodu^;t 
Gutlifor'i  Trafcli,"  437,    HIi 


of  th(i  Alljei/'  l*)5. 

*"  Jounul,**  lift 
^.«,  Lrirrl  riavrr'l  tpplfe4tl4m  to,  S7. 

,  Jphoffuf*  r>i>lntun  of.  1J3l  IH.  iSft.  210.  343.  377,  437. 

. ,  TjOrd  Itjitlrit'li  o^aloliitii  ut,  14N, 

« — ,  Jtihiifun'*  Lirt>of,  ii'4, 

— ^,  ht|  v«^•<^Jl  fwi  hla  own  death,  quoted  bf  JobofWl  Ofl  hU 

dt'^h-hed.Ml. 
SwimmiDff.  JahniDh'i  ikill  nt,  534.  Jt3C. 
SwiDfBii,  Dr.,  4.  7.  V2.  14  .*i?l}.  ^^I.     Mr*.,  101. 
SwlntJio,  K«ir,  Mj-,.  juitboirfthlp  of  the  UntrtTHil  lliitnrf ,  W. 
Sjrdi>nh«m,  Dr.,  39(3.    I>r>rrlpiloti  of  St,  Vlinc'i  dkiice,  4:1. 

^J,    Jtthnum'a  Ljfe  of,  6. 46 
^yditcT,  L«Hv,  9Gfl. 
S}T»pathf ,  491 .    With  othni  In  diitrv«i,  lOG. 


Tahtp.  tinktngi,  ln*otttrd  bf  Lou3i  XV„  4(;), 

"  Tah'*  Talk."  S*ldrn'i,  372.  719. 

Todto*,  ityle  of.  3*1.  42ti. 

T.iit,  li**',  Mt.,  m.\. 

TaUviL.  Mn.  i.-atiertile,  GX 

*•  TalP  of  a  Tub/*    afa^  Swill, 

T*llik<^r,  ( Cf.1,  Mwlrod  I,  317.  lt».  33B,  35t>.  315 J,  3^^. 

'■■'  TinlJi  "  and  "  CnnvprMitioti,"'  J.  "i  diiilitcilaa  Iict»4»ei),  719, 

T.ilkeri.,  ^Kulirraot  publlr,  ridlmU>d,  3I3L, 

Tallow-rbindlrr,  itcirf  of  one,  113. 

TAiinliif ,  Johnson'!  knowlnlf  l'  of,  34f). 

Tarlrtmi.  M. 

T«ker.  Hrt.  WlUUm.  »  Pr«v  p**t,  (!3I.  714. 

Tano.  hit  JiTVulpm.  4*?.  rH:H. 

^«>,  JubflpOii't  dnJIiratlon  of  Hoole'i  trui«yktiim  af,  13(1. 

Tatti*.  t43,     ItfiliDFnient  of,  77l>> 

TavfTU,  the  rh,dr  of  a,  485. 

TaTorni,  4Ni,  €7K, 

"Ta3t*ti«n  no  Tfi^ny,"  43-'i.  445.  Sm.  «H.    Kuftprftiisl 

pasM^in  In,  43.V 
TjtTlur   Jeremy,  m.  ttS.  7S0.  7«i».  WK?. 
^_,  Hev.Ur.  John.  l:f.  13.  IHi.  :fl.  M,  .W.  6(1  77.  H*.  311/*!  r* 

^."i.  »4.s.  417.  471.  4yL  I'.K*.  *vn,  -Ml ,  5ifi.  sail, sut,  .vn, Mi, 

54G.  647,  »r .  5.54  MH.  W4.  fin3,  S33,  TW,  751.  Wj?  Wi-i 
— _,  bt4  *erinpi>t,  9A!Sl    JohnMn't  l«ll«n  to,  77.  i'>i4. 731, 
,  Chpvad«r,  G3fl, 

_^— »Jobn,  E*fl  ,'a.  r,i. 

— ^,  "  l>viTK.4tbene«/'  a  illrnt  mi,ii,  (?09i. 

Tea.  J.**  drfrnce  of  and  foiidant  for,  !<&  ISO.  5S3.  S^it. 

TV  trartnif  die.  k€.,  IflA. 

T™-p(Hi,  Juhniou't,  105. 

TcvliiH)!  ffciillnnaJi.  Johnsofi't  mnirlt  to  a,  Ml, 

'■  lVUrfii4chiii,'*  (iratiHED^i.  1 3ft-  391,  W*. 

"  Telcmuchyn,**  tF^ii«loii't)i,  373,  4W, 
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Temple,  Sir  WniUm.    HU  t^lte,  69.  583. 

-^,  Rev.  Mr.,  149. 17.V  260.436.   Character  of  Gr^TW. 

Temptation,  57'>. 

Tenants,  366.  370.  443. 

Terence,  400.  660. 

Testimony,  767. 

Thales,  3&. 

Thatching,  355. 

Thea  allowed  in  Sparta,  594. 

Theobald.  Lewis,  lia  345. 

Theocritus,  his  character  as  a  writer,  655. 

"  Theophiltis  Intulanus,"  341. 

Thlcknesse.  Philip,  Esq.,  bis  "  TraveU,"  675. 

Things,  attention  to  small,  721. 

Thirlby,  Dr.  Styan,711. 

Thomas,  Mr.  Nathaniel,  5M. 

,  Colonel,  728. 

,  the  two  bishops  of  that  name,  448. 

Thompson,  W.,  author  of  "  The  Man  in  the  Moon,"  409. 
Thomson,  J.,  154.  194.  453.  50&  530.  533.  588.  618.  670. 

,  Rev.  James,  his  case,  513.  816. 

Thornton,  Mrs.,  George  Il.'s  compliment  to,  185. 
-^,  Bonnell,  Esq.,  65.  68.  89. 

,  his  burlesque  "  Ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  Day,''  143. 

,  Henry,  Esq.,  654. 

Thoughts,  perplexing,  Johnson's  prayer  against,  789. 

*'  Thoughts  in  Prison,"  Dodd's,  586. 

"  Thoughts,  &C.  on  the  Falkland  Islands."    See  Falkland 

Ulands. 
Thrale.  Henry,  Esq.,  60.  76.  164,  165.  169,  170.  197.  203.  222, 

223,  224.  305.  3.^9.  424,  42.'i.  447.  465.  491.  496.  500,  501,  502, 

503.  629,  530.  537.  632.  654.  677.  681.  687. 

,  Johnson's  introduction  into  the  family  of,  169,  170.  654. 

,  his  design  of  bringing  Johnson  into  Parliament,  2:^ 

,  Johnson's  letters  to,  632 

,  address  to  Southwark  electors,  by  Johnson,  653. 

,  his  reported  death,  529. 

,  his  death,  682.  703.  710. 

,  sale  of  his  brewery,  682.G07. 

.,  Mrs.    See  Piozci.    Johnson's  opinion  of,  834. 

,  Letters  to,  anecdotes  by,  passim. 

.  Johnson's  Latin  Ode  to,  314.  » 

,  Terses  on  her  thirty-fiftiii  birthday,  471. 

,  llenrv,  jun.,  death  of,  491.  495 

— ,  Mr.  Jotin  and  Margaret,  his  wife,  169. 

,  Miss,  (Lady  Keith),  415.  417.  423.  425. 

Threshing,  355. 

Thuanus.  46^.    Johnson's  proposed  translation  of,  804. 

Thucydides,  608. 

Thurlow,  Lord,  37.  717. 

,  Bns well's  letter  to,  on  J.'s  proposed  tour  to  Italy,  772. 

« — ,  Johnson's  letter  to,  781.    (lis  to  Johnson,  654.    To 

Rej-iiolds,  782.    To  Doswell.  775. 

,  opinion  on  the  liberty  of  the  pulpit,  513.  817. 

Thynne,  Mr.,  his  murder,  191. 

Tiliotson.  Archbishop,  69.    Style  of  his  sermons,  578. 

Time  and  space,  662. 

Timidity,  767. 

Tindal,  Dr.,  forgery  of  his  will,  255. 

Titi,  history  of  Prince,  461. 

Toasts.  663. 

Tobemorie,  371. 

Todd's  edition  of  Johnson's  dictionary,  96,  97. 

Tolcher,  Alderman,  of  Plymouth,  129. 

Toleration,  261,  202.     Universal,  626.  658. 

"  Tom  Jones,"  Fii-Iding's,  238. 

Tomkeson.  Mr.,  Johnson's  letter  to,  823. 

Tonson.  72.  79. 

Tooke,  Kev  John  Hornc,  562.  602.  613.  616. 

,  his  "  Letter  to  Mr.  Dunning  on  the  English  Particle," 

and  "  Diversions  of  Purley,"  616. 
Topham,  the  King  versus,  for  a  libel,  499. 
Toplady,  Rev.  Mr.,  260.  263. 
Tories,  252.  S.'SS.  6U6. 612.  687.  722. 
Torloisk,  .Maclean  of,  433. 
Torre,  M.,  506. 
Tory,  Johnson's  definition  of,  97. 

and  Whig,  Johnson's  description  of,  761. 

Torture  in  Holland,  159. 

Towers,  Dr.,  his  "  Letter"  to  J.,  436.    "  Essay  on  J.,"  067. 

Town-Iife,  553.  581. 

Townley,  Charles,  Esq.,  4G5.  533. 

Town-mailing,  188. 

Townshend,  Uight  Hon.  Charles,  252.  495. 

,  Lord,  3«9. 

Townson.  Rev.  Dr.,  264. 

Trade,  207.  238.  343. 378.  478.    The  rage  of,  343. 
Trades,  Johnson's  knowledge  of,  348.  355. 
Tradesmen,  opulence  of,  878. 

,  retired,  216.    Unhapplness  of,  44& 

Tradeswomen,  616. 

Tradition,  286. 

Tragedy,  506.     A  strange  one,  576. 

Tragic  acting,  Johnson's  contempt  of,  275.  556. 

Translation,  181.  506.  582. 

"  Transpire,"  definition  of  the  word,  612. 

Transubstantlation,  286.  292. 


I'rapaod,  Mr.,  aW. 

Trarel,  Lord  Eaiex**  advice  on,  I4S. 

"  Traveller,"  Goldimith's,  141.  1C5.  174.  2S8. 

Travelling.  119. 148. 168.  S14.  817.  4»S.  4S6,  48 

575.  586.  597.  616,  617.     Use  of  and  nilei  fc 

,  writers  of,  466. 575.  597. 

Treason,  constructire,  683. 

Trecothick.  Mr.  Alderman,  617.  MS.  • 

Trees,  paucity  of.  In  ScoUand,  38&  387. 

Trial  by  duel,  271. 

Trianon,  463. 

Triennial  parliaments  sdTOcated  by  Johnaon, 

Trifles,  10&  634.    Duty  of  attending  to,  106. 1 

Trimlestown,  Lord,  572. 

Trinity,  263.  292. 

Tripasae,  Queen,  461. 

**  Tristram  Shandy,"  484. 

Troughton,  Lieut.,  the  wanderer,  42S. 

"  Troye,  Historyes  of,"  425. 

Trusler,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  his  "  Principles  of  F 

Truth,  252.    The  bond  of  society,  594. 

— ,  great  importance  of  a  rraard  to,  149.  I6j 

572.  636.  765.  786.  799. 

,  difference  between  phvsical  and  moral,  6 

essential  to  stories.  479. 

Tuam,  Archbishop  of,  afterwards  Earl  of  Ifjn 

TuU's  Husbandry,  377. 

Tunbridge  Wells,  Johnson  a^,  36.  68. 

"  Turkish  Spy,"  383.    The  authors  of,  721^ 

Turks,  476. 

Turnpike  roads,  effect  of,  838. 

I'urton.  Dr.  and  Mrs.,  23.     Miss,  324. 

Twalmley,  the  inventor  of  the  ironiua-box,  73 

I'weedale,  Marquis  of,  497. 

Twining.  Rev.  T-.  translation  of  Aristotle's  " 

Twiss,  Richard.  "  Travels  in  Spain,"  446,  446 

Tyers,  Mr.  Thomas,  59.  79.  86.  106.  211.  387.  a 

,  account  of.  599.    Description  of  Johnsoc 

Tyrawley,  Lord,  249. 

Tyrconnel,  Lord,  53. 

Tyrwhitt,  Thomas,  Esq.,  his  **  Vindication," 

Tytler,  William,  Esq.,  119.  3.'».  3119^402  432. 

-^,  his  character  of  Johnson's 


Alexander  Fraser, 


thnson's  **  Journey."  • 
Lord  Woodhouaelee. : 


Ulinish,  344,  345. 

Ulva,  376.  538. 

Ulysses,  176.  839. 

Union,  Scotch,  276. 

— —  with  Ireland,  Johnson's  prophecy  as  to  tJ 

"  Unius  lacertar,"  meaning  of  the  expression  t 

"  Universal  History,"  list  of  the  authors  of,  7i 

— — ,  Warburton's  and  Gibbon's  character  of. 

"  Universal  Visitor,"  Johnson's  essavs  in,  108. 

University,  advantages  of  a.  838. 

Universities,  English,  not  sufficiently  rich.  49! 

Upcot,  Mr.,  15.  5H.  167.  267. 

Upper-Ossory,  Lord,  529  573. 

Urban,  Sylvanus.  32.  34.  48.    Johnson*s  Latin 

-— ,  letter  to,  proposing  "  Life  of  SaTure,"  i 

Urie,  Capuln,  307. 

Urns,  Johnson's  dislike  to.  423.  835. 

"  Ursa  Major,"  423. 808  839.    Johnson  so  drsii 

Auchinleck,  398. 
Usher,  Archbishop,  60.   Luminary  of  Irish  d 
Usury  laws.  502. 
Uttoxeter,  Johnson's  expiatory  visit  to,  791. 

Vachell.  William.  Esq.,  521. 

••  Vagabondo,"  lulian  translation  of  '*  The  Ri 

Valetudinarian,  494.  bib. 

Validre,  Mademoiselle  de  la,  278,  279. 

Vails  to  servants,  201. 

Vanbrugh's  "  Provoked  Husband,"  190. 

Vandyke,  Zas. 

Vane,  Anne,  60.  278. 

Van  Helmont,  233. 

Vanity,  804. 

,  Goldsmith's  extraordinary,  203. 

"  Vanity  of  Human  Wishes,"  69.  177.  278. 

— ^,  Byron's  opinion  of,  59. 

Vaiikiturt,  Dr.  Robert,  117.  243,  244.  436. 

,  Mr.,  426. 

,  Mr.  Henry,  117. 

Vasa,  Gustavus,  40. 

Vauxhall  Gardens,  599,  600. 

Veal,  Mrs.,  ghost  story  of,  invented  by  Defoe.  2 

Venus  of  Apelles,  688.     Of  Medici,  835. 

Verses,  alleged  pleasure  in  writing,  731 . 

on  Ireland,  by  a  lady,  604. 

favourite,  830.  837. 

Vertot.  M..  258. 

Vesey,  Right  Hon.  Agmondeshnm,  298. 496.  G6I 

Mrs.,  164.  442. 501.  685.  637. 

"  Vicar  of  Wakefield,"  141.  624.    Johnson  mIIi 
Vice,  594.  612.  616. 
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araument  on,  914.  «T«  1Z7^<  61 4> 
m,  former  practice 


tnnisslon^       _  .  ^ 

tice  with  Mganl  to  Miitencet  ot 
ittHi  on  bcr  accettion,  SM. 
Mr/,"  a;c.,  bf  whom  written  J^. 
iltiana,  461. 
•Ir.,  773. 
loera,  716. 
rorge,  gbott  storj  respecting^  €lfi. 

'.!*». 

of  Natural  Sodttf."  Burlte'i.  1W»  IW. 
245.  279.  381.  428.  M9.  608.  Hal-*, 
8  juvenile  translations  froR)»  lO. 
Ive  excellence  of  Homer,  560.  83S, 
to  Theocritus,  655. 

iption  of  the  entrance  into  hall  appl^od  to  a 
IS.-,  .172. 

4   612.  G15,  616. 
s  dependent  upon,  594. 

heodore  the  Hermit,"  eonfttdcred  trr  Jahntofl 
iug,  59. 

171,  172.  174.  176.  204.  297.    372.  4nU4SU60A. 
jidide  "  resembles  "  RasselBtK/' 1)^.  £ilT«     A 
If,  2IH.     His  attack  on  Johnioa,  ITl.    UU  iliih- 
'ope  and  Drrden,  173. 
)r,4»3. 
t  617. 

•.,  1 13.  415.  469.  535.  790.  801, 
to  Boswell,  KW. 
s  letters  to,  535.  654.  801. 
U 


shop  of  Canterbury,  444. 

he  ladies,  portrait  of,  1 13. 

urers.  Zr^it.  716. 

m's  tour  to,  415. 

:e  of,  his  situation,  7IR. 

k  Prince  of,  «iO.  65.  185. 

afterwards  George  IV.),  187. 

nor,  the  original  Macheath,  4.^3. 

ph  Cooper,  108,  .531. 

c  master  of  elocutiwa,  72.'). 

(>ert.  400. 

•  physician,  762. 

aid,  the  poet,  291.  450.  606.  rm, 
tine  Poesie,"  761. 
s  Life  of.  666. 

iara.  his  "  Divine  Meditation*/* 704- 
Cumberland's,  7U6. 
Irs.,  4<.»0. 

Ibert.  Ksq.,  19.  24.  27,  28.  54.  TU  Hi,  1^, 
liter  by  Johnson,  19.  27.  147,  aiHi 
-  recommending  Johnson  and  Garrick,  ^t 
ace,  sen.,  45. 

alterwards  Karl  of  Orford.lio.  im.  IH(,  IW,  190, 
I.  1X3.  'iX\.  325.  345.  352.  362,  :i«i.  «3!J.  443.  444. 
t.  fJ'.M.  72<).  76H. 

•  In  the  "  Heroic  Epistle,"  3'jL5.  768. 
iption  of  Uath-Easton,  442. 

lint  of  Dodd's  preaching,  541. 
miui&ccnces  "  quoted,  53.  44t.  M^. 
;ifter  of  Johnson,  768. 

•rt.  .16.  40, 41.  61 .  104.  202.  233.  tU,  361-  3S3.447. 
t   (Ml. 

\  opposition  to  his  government,  41. 
teimnt-ColoncI,  198. 

,  his  '*  Life  of  Bishop  Sanderfotl,"  quoted.  *!?. 
T."  415.  His  "  Lives,"  413,  414.  4.VJ,  \<A  SJil* 
.661.728. 

3r..2.  47.  54.  58.  83.86.  110.  ISi.  Itl3.  21SJL  SM. 
■I.  '>:^J.  6(M).  669.  794, 
ctrine  of  Grace,"  293. 
's  high  opinion  of,  86. 
jishop  by  Pope.  1H5.     Denial,  I ftft,Sft9. 
of  Johnson's  "  Observations  on  Micbcth/' A4. 
le  preface  to  *'  Clarissa,"  83. 
acter  of,6ft>,  670.  7W.  J.'s  conduct  tdwmw^,  Wa. 
^st  with  Lowth,  3()3. 
;e<l  qiiaik  doctor,  630. 
H.  and  Lady  (Elizabeth  Hiklket),  SOS. 
I,  Johnson  at,  61H. 

is  "  Tour  through  the  Northern  Cctuutles,"  75L 
loral.  199.     Death,  534. 

W!(). 

lirst  lx>ok«eller  at  Birmingham,  21.  43. 
ph.  mention  of  and  letters  tiv  31  75.  «L  W.  M, 
1 53. 172, 17.T  I8<i.  215. 23.\  3Hr.  ftjn,  Wl\ .  faV  617. 
,  mention  of  and  letters  to,  13.  i:^.  \Vf.  m.  G'J.  ^A, 
),  1)1.92.93.  9.5,96.  I(.2.  108.  IIO.  ill.  Ut.  l!J7, 
I.  .3H7.  483.  5-17.  572,  .573.  .Wl,  Ut.  &fi. 
int  of  Johnson's  conversation}  M^Oxford,  BD. 
ions  on  Johnson's  Dictionary.  93.* 
's  parodies  on  his  bad  style  <  'i  poetij,  517- 
t'ck  Trochaic*  to  Bentley,  4'iO, 

on'«,  192.     His  father's,  814 . 


WAtvm,  nssliop,  hi*  "  Chenjilitl  Essajs/'  mi.  736.     Would 

— ^.  Mf-.ai.'V, 

,  Dr.,  the  hljlorUn  fjf  Philip  IL,  SmI  fSA.  ^K€.  S&ft. 

WafU,  Dr,.  laV  13^.  -Vlfi,  &\1^.  €n.     JotatLtOQ^t  Utts  uf,  KM. 

Way.  Daniel.  Esq-,  im.     Mri„  U(t. 

Wealth.  "iSi  471  &>H,  695      Itijfht  employtoeot  of,  TI*. 

WiMth^r,  ^nHueEiCi"  on  iJie  mind.  111.  U6.  Ih*.  7^% 

Wi^tisicir;  H««.  Dr.  Alc'icaiider,  ^9.  4CiO.  40i.  4U. 

Wedrlertiiirne,  AI^KaaJer.     S^g  Lrf>uglibat£»ugh. 

WefMinp  tiIi^,  JoKdmu'i.  JC*. 

Wekh,  ^Aunden.  t^sq.,  138.  503.  A67.  ¥itt.  fSS^  T19. 

;  m»ui^t  iAiut  (Mib.  NoUeketii)aud  Ak»}«.  IG8. 

Wellcftluy,  Marquis.  2ii3.  Ml.  BIO. 

WeVih  Inhj^Aiie.  Vil^i  Mul  piftrKJUli  4f3, 

Weotwurtti,  Mr..  Xohmoii's  ictioolmastn',  9,  ]0. 

Watley,  fttv,  John,  iu«>iition  of  and  leLCors  to,  aH.  438.  475. 

573.  .'Mlk5.  631    6M ,     Hli  Kbasl  story,  m^.  631 . 
.^-..,  Charles,  5^. 

W^i,  tils  trauslatlon  or*'  Pinilar/^  60. 
- — ,  Jamei.  liiq..  M.P..  UH. 

Westcote,  Lord,  afterwiLrd*  i«cond  Lori  Lfttetton,  431.  660. 
WcKero  lilaadi      S^-c  llebrUlM. 
WeitmurFliand,  Earl  of,  II T. 
Weston.  Sir  William,  31.  79. 
Wettierell.  Rev.  l>r..  449.  476.  483.  489. 
WhurtoEi.  Lord.  44S, 

Wheeier.  lU't.  Dr,  Betijantin,  49<'S.  GtJ.  (»3.  T3T. 
"  Whig."  Johnioirs  definition  of  a,  St.  fi06. 

,  «  Kteibrdahin!,  606,    The  I>e»ll,  tne  llnl,  6l*, 

^aailTory,  GOa.  7fil. 

**  WbljnriiDi,^  Joha son's  deAtilrlfm  oC,  14A.  ilti.  38a.  4ftt.  606. 
Whigs,  45.  XiiL  &331.  338.  432k  ^Br.  OBI.  73«. 

alt^r  the  fl  replace,  89. 

Whiiton,  IW. 

W  hJuker^  Ret.  Jam^,  bH*  "  tllttory  of  M^l^ch«te^^"  WO. 

Wh  lit  bread,  Samuel,  MP.,  epijfFam  quoted  bj,  344. 

Whitby's  "  Comittentary,"'  3W. 

Whiti}  Knight,  377. 

White.  Iter.  Dr.  Josept,  1M7. 

,  Rot,  Heiirjr.Tyl. 

'»— ,  Mr.,,  factor  in  the  Oalder  estate,  309. 
— -^.  Mf*^,  JvhilXin's  Sertiuit,  »*fll , 
UhlleUuld.  Kk*.  Gtforie.  18.  Wi,  '/J**  ^m. 
Whltefuord.  Caleb,  77<K 
Whiteliead.  Paul,  a."*.  56.  n$.m,mi^ 

,  WiJtiRfi],  3.  ^ft.  56.  137. 

W biting.  Mrs..  iV. 

WhUglll.  I.  Walton's  Pulogy  on,  681 

*■  Whole  Duty  of  Wan."  the  ftuthor  iif,  ^S. 

Whjto»  Mr.  S..  131.    Anecdoics  of  Jobnsftti,  IG6.  437,  139. 

Wickedoeis,  aa?. 

Wlckrns,  BIr.,  anecdote*  of  Jfihrtsan  Jtf,  835. 

Wife,,  Johntiib's  aiAvin  cm  the  choice  of  t^  Kt.  Ml. 

Wight.  Mr.,  the  lanyer.  !I79. 

Wlghtmiin.  Cvneral,  W^. 

W|ji».  316,  «W.  837. 

Wlico*.  Mt..  the  iKJoksellet,  m 

Willi«.  Siihiu  ¥»H,.  3.V  H^  1)7    IM.  175.  2lW.  Sfl5.  313,  '/73. 

325,  3«3.  4-^S   4t4.  478.  513,  MS,  W7.  &61,  5*5;^.  57L  &A  648. 

664.  d70.  687  ^  fiSrt,  6Hii.  733, 
.^— .  his  conduct  during  the  rlott  In  ITW,  G4& 

,  his  jFm  ii*friprit  on  Johnson's  UlctlonarT,  l&ft, 

.  Johoson"*  ofilidoD  of.  134^  3H3,  ^^5« 

.  m«<vtlt^ci  betwetm  him  arrf  Johnson.  5 13.  515*  6*7. 

- — ,  iSniollett'*  Jett«F  to,  r»p«ctlnf  Barlxr,  lis. 

,  Israi^l,  KiQ.,  833. 

Wnhlnsan.  th«  Miu«s,  74. 

Wilks.  thv  actor,  671. 

Will,  iohnsuQX  ^1.    Burke's,  M^, 

Will.makinif.  '^\ 

VVillef,  Chirf  Jiiittcf,  8.  rm. 

William  the  Third.  Jotintnn'i  ebarart#r  of,  359-  444. 

the  Fourth,  Prinw  WiUUm  Henry*  187. 

Wllliamf,  Mr.  Zichariah,  99. 

,  Mrs.  Anna.  43.  71.  m.  10).  110.  118.  143.  IW.  166.  ]•!. 

IM.  im.  1108.  4M.  470^  MO.  aC»,  &I0.  &I4.  5t4.  ima.  A37,  &38. 

bGO^  f^Xa  737,  738,  laSJ,  740, 

,  her  letter  to  Mn,  Montaga,  4W.    Ilcr  ilcttb,  737, 738. 

.  Ml  SI  H«|#n  Maria.  751, 

^— ,  £ir  Charbi  Hauhury,  98.  |84»  357, 

Willis,  Dr.  TboiuM,  373. 

Wilmm.  Chief  Justin.  8. 

WUsou.   n«T.  T..  hla  "  AnrhaMlo£lca]  Dlctkiiurr,''  711. 

- — ^.Mr„7&. 

..  l-'atbcr,  46a 

Wiikdlmin.  Klght  Ilan.  William,  13,  33t.  4XL  SH.  filG.  719. 

7^,  72*.  733.  755.  784.  im.  800, 
I  «^— ,  his  hypochoudrlacLsoi.  617.  840. 
I  ^— .  his  Journal  of  cwiiersatkHi  wllh  JoJii^Kin,  837.,  and  of 

bli  last  momrnu.,  838. 
WLodus's  "Jounof^y  In  Meoulnei,"  430. 
Wine.  rjO.  nt,  ^1  381.  m.  4«0.  SO?.  508.  551.  S76.  578. 

579.  SW.  606.  001.  fiOa,  637. 

,  reajion  and  time*  of  J-'i  afa«tioafic«fronii,  ^,  |74.  SQt. 

WlngAaid.  Edward.  B«coml  ViK«uni  Pmrcrscmirt,  aflt. 
Wlnifwd^t  Well.  419. 
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BOgWfiLUS  Lllhs  OF  JOHNSON. 

— ' r^ 


WiDton,  Rvl  of.  Sfl9.  • 

Wirgman's  toy-tbop,  COS. 

Wirtemberg,  Prince  of,  'iiO. 

Wise.  Dr.  FrancU,  89,  90. 

Wisedome,  Robert,  hU  prayer,  420. 

Witbart.  Dr.  WiUUm,  on  death-bed  repentance,  3S0. 

,  Mr.  George.  7M. 

Wit.  607.  688. 
Witchcraft,  277.  817. 
WItchet,  239.  277.  627. 

in  Macbeth,  300.  627. 

WitneMesincourtaof  juitice,  317. 
Wives,  341.  637.  664. 
Woodhouselee,  Lord.    See  Tytlcr. 
Woffington,  MUa,  849.    Fegg,  5M. 
Wolfe,  General,  311. 
Wollaiton.  8. 

Women,  841.  451.  692.  664.  760,  761. 
—  of  quality,  616. 

preachers,  167. 

Wood,  Anthony,  12. 

,  U..  on  Homer,  837.  *    '  * 

Woodcocks.  192.  90). 

Woodhousc,  the  poetical  shoemaker,  17(X  219. 

Wooll,  Rev.  John,  hU  "  Lifeof  Wartou."  83.  647. 

Worcester,  424. 

••  Word  to  the  Wise,"  Johnson's  prologue  tu,  532. 

Works  designed  by  Johnson,  794.  820. 

iJist  of  Johnstin's,  821. 

World,  injustice  of  the  complaints  against  the,  714. 

"  World/  the,  84.  143.  499. 

"  World  Displayed,"  J.  writes  the  introducli(»n  to,  117. 

Worldly-mindednetf,  singular  histaiice  of,  601. 

Worthlngton,  Dr.  WUllara,  420.  424. 

Wortley,  Col.  James  Stiuu-t.    &V  Stuart. 

Wottoo,  Sir  R,  commended,  837. 


Wraxall,  Sti^atllaidel  Miilli«ni»,457.  C44.  r^ 
Vrexbam,  49.  ^ 

Wright,  Mr.  BMniyi,  of  Lichfield,  20.  ki2. 
Writers,  mad«ni»  tb«  Otoouk  of  lileratore,  Ctn 

—  to  the  auML  m. 

>VriUng,  aUM^dpleauire  In,  731. 

Wy«tt,lilr.,tlM  architect.  236. 

W^e,  Sir  Thomas,  and  Ladjr  Catherine,  4S 


his  "Treatise on  Econnrar,"  .'V24 
lit  ^Retreat  of  the  Ten  'rhtm».»nd,"  « 

,"  Memorabilia,"  by  Edward*,  fiJl. 

Xerxes,  661. 


^K! 


Yaldrn,  the  poet,  13S.  622. 

Yates,  Mrs.,  the  actress.  G43. 

Yonge,  Sir  WiUiam,  61.  233. 

"  Yorlck's  Sermons,"  2.'V3. 

York,  Kuward,  Duke  of.  dedication  to,  173. 

,  Duke  and  Duchess  of,  166. 

.  Cardinal,  325. 

Yorke,  Sir  Joseph's  Dragoons,  19^. 

Young,  Dr.,  6.S.  67.  357.  .VsO.  673.  W2,  fiM.  : 

his  ••  Night  ThoughU,"   207.  i>7.  •u.J. 

on    Original    Compoititions ;"    "  Love    of 

"  Unitrer«al  Passion,"  073. 

,  Ufe  of,  by  the  llev.  Herbert  Croft,  '^3 

,  his  writings  descrilietl  by  Jobn^in.  r73. 

— ,  Mr.,  his  criticism  on  Gray'»  Klegy,  7l»r. 
Young  people,  Jolinson's  fondness  fur!  1-^2. 
Yvery,  Lora  Egmont's  history  of  the  tious*  oi 

Zenobia,  a  tragedy,  by  Murphy,  191. 
Zobeide,  a  tragedy,  hj  Cradock,  &0G. 
Zoucb,  Rev.  Dr..  4S3.  629. 


THE   END. 
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